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38-day strike a militant example for labor movement

Chicago Nurses win Victory

M ILITAN T NURSES did not win all their demands, but the strike was successful overall. (Call photo)

CYO PREPARES FOR  

Y E A R -E N D  C O N V E N TIO N
Chapters of the Communist Youth Organization (CYO) are studying 

hard in preparation for their upcoming Second National Convention, to 
be held in Chicago Dec. 31-Jan. 1.

Chicago, 111.—Cook County and 
Oak Forest nurses have won a 
victory in their 38-day strike.

The settlement itself fell short 
of what the nurses had demanded, 
and there was a large "no” vote, 
making ratification very close. 
Despite the contract’s shortcom
ings, the struggle was successful.

The struggle was a victory be
cause the nurses were able to de
feat attempts by the Health and 
Hospitals Governing Commission 
(HHGC) to smash their union, 
eliminate paid sick days and deny 
health services to Chicago’s poor 
and working-class communities.

The strike was the longest by re
gistered nurses in U.S. history. 
Their struggle reflected a firm work
ing-class stand. The nurses stressed 
that they were fighting for all work
ing people, including their right to 
decent health care and the right to 
strike. They also provided a mili
tant example of the powerful role 
working women are playing in the 
fight against capitalism.

-— -Hosj. ilai authorities were forced 
to retreat on most major issues, 
even though nurses lost a number 
of key provisions for which they 
had fought. According to the new 
agreement, nurses will get 11 sick 
days at full pay but only 25% for 
the first day absent. Because of 
this provision, many nurses op
posed the settlement.

In addition, nurses won a 7% 
wage hike in each of the next two 
years, which is double the amount 
originally offered by the HHGC. 
They also exacted a guarantee that 
they would not be assigned to spe
cialized units without adequate 
training—one of the main strike de
mands. An improved family health 
insurance plan was also obtained.

From the beginning of the 
strike,Cook County Hospital chief 
James Haughton swore he would 
never negotiate with the nurses or 
recognize their union. Relying on

court injunctions, fines, deporta
tion threats against Filipina nurses 
and media slander, Haughton and 
the HHGC tried to drive the nurses 
back to work for over a month.

Rumors and threats were direc
ted, in particular, against the large 
majority of Filipina nurses, who 
remained a backbone force 
throughout the strike. It was, in 
the end, Haughton who was forced 
to give in and not the nurses.

The unity among the nurses 
was outstanding. They were able 
to rally broad support among pa
tients, other hospital workers and 
the doctors. Petitions were circula-
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The CYO, which was founded 
in November 1975 as a mass orga
nization of communist youth, is 
also consolidating its work in the 
mass struggles of the people to 
bring many of the leading fighters 
from these struggles to the con
vention.

This past year, the CYO has 
participated in nationwide cam
paigns to free Gary Tyler and its 
own “Jobs for Youth” campaign. 
The CYO has also been active in 
struggles against school segrega
tion, police repression, and cut
backs which result from the eco
nomic crisis. It is also taking up 
the fight against the growing 
danger of a new imperialist war.

While the CYO is a relatively 
new organization, it has been built 
in the heat of the mass struggle, 
taking a serious and scientific ap
proach to its work. Combining 
mass action with study of the 
works of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Sta
lin and Mao Tsetung, the CYO has 
developed a core of strong leader
ship and has raised the theoretical

level of its membership.
The CYO has also been firm in 

its criticism of revisionism, and in 
particular of the revisionists’youth 
program and youth organizations.

The upcoming convention of 
the CYO is focusing on the adop
tion of a fighting program of its 
own. The draft program is current
ly being studied, criticized and de
bated by the membership. It is di
vided into nine sections dealing 
with the CYO’s principles.

The program defines the CYO 
as “a mass organization of ad
vanced youth” and states as its 
aim the complete overthrow of 
imperialism and the establishment 
of socialism and the dictatorship 
of the proletariat.

The program also describes the 
CYO as a “school of communism”

(PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 8)

Court ruling in GE suit

MATERNITY LEAVES DENIED
Last week's Supreme Court 

ruling against paid pregnancy 
leave and other maternity bene
fits is an open attack on the 
rights of women workers and 
of the entire working class.

In a 6 to 3 vote, the high 
court ruled on December 7 that 
General Electric, the test-case 
company, is not required to 
provide any maternity benefits 
to women.

The decision overturns 6 pre
vious rulings by lower courts 
which held that denial of these 
benefits was a direct violation 
of Title VII of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act. Passed after decades

of struggle for equal rights. 
Title VII stated that employers 
could not discriminate because 
of age, sex, religion or race.

The Supreme Court argues 
that the bosses have the right 
to provide “no disability bene
fits at all,” if they so choose, 
without violating anyone’s civil 
rights.

Holding that it is unfair to 
provide coverage for “unique 
cases" such as pregnancy, which 
affect only some women and 
no men. the court denied that 
women face discrimination.

G.E.'s claim that it covers 
only "mutually contractable

risks" was exposed in the 
court's minority report, which 
revealed that G.E. in fact does 
cover "sports accidents, pros
tate operations, vasectomies 
and circumcisions,” which af
fect men.

As a result of this ruling, 
companies can now eliminate 
maternity benefits they had 
been forced to include in pre
vious contract settlements. As 
it is, no more than 16% of all 
contracts provide for any ma
ternity coverage at all, and
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China’s Congress meets p.4
National People's Congress denounces 

"gang of four."

Cannon Mills union drive p.S
Textile union has betrayed workers' 

organizing efforts.
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AMNESTY 
FOR WAR 
RESISTERS

President-elect Carter’s plan to “pardon” a 
few thousand Vietnam War draft resisters is a 
sham. It serves as a reminder of the importance of 
building the struggle for universal and uncondi
tional amnesty for all who opposed U.S. imperial
ism’s criminal war in Indochina.

There are more than one million young men 
and women who are now paying the penalty for 
resisting the draft or opposing the war within the 
armed forces. The majority of them are from 
working-class families, and many of them are 
minorities.

Some 637,000 of them are veterans who re
ceived less-than-“honorable” discharges for their 
acts of resistance while in the military. Asa result, 
they are denied G.I. benefits and are often unable 
to get jobs.

In addition, as many as 40,000 men deserted 
from the military and face long prison terms if 
caught. At least 7,500 men fled to Canada and 
other countries rather than fight, and many 
thousands of civilians, men and women both, 
went to jail for their acts of opposition to the war.

Carter’s proposed “pardon” would be limited 
to. only a few thousand of these resisters and 
would do nothing about upgrading the discharges, 
providing jobs or income, re-establishing G.I. 
benefits, releasing convicted resisters from jail, or 
clearing many of past criminal charges.

His “pardon”—as if these men and women 
committed a “crime” that needs to be “forgiven” 
—is also part of a continuing attempt to cover up

the real criminals of the Vietnam War, the U.S. 
imperialists themselves.

The actions of the Indochina war resisters 
were just actions and gave important support to 
the heroic struggle of the Indochinese people in 
their war against U.S. imperialism.

We firmly support the demand for universal 
and unconditional amnesty for all these men and 
women, including the upgrading of all less-than- 
“honorable” discharges and the granting of full 
job and veterans’ benefit rights.

EXPOSE
RECOVERY1
MYTH

The latest economic news of rising unemploy
ment and inflation demonstrates once again that 
there is no “recovery” from capitalism’s crisis.

In an attempt to stave off a growing fightback 
by the working class, the big capitalists have been 
lying about “recovery” for over a year now. But 
facts show that the economy has only continued 
to deteriorate despite some feeble attempts to 
pump it up and juggle figures for election purposes.

Now even Jimmy Carter has admitted that he 
can’t bring unemployment below 6.5% in the 
next year as he had previously promised. Carter is 
emphasizing the gloomy prospects for the econo
my in order to lay the groundwork for capitalism’s 
“solution” to the crisis—a wage freeze, growing 
fascist attacks and frenzied preparations for a 
war with the Soviet Union to redivide the world.

Faced with such “alternatives,” the workers’ 
movement must respond with intensified class 
struggle. The demands formulated by the National

Fight Back Organization at its founding meeting a 
year ago are even more crucial today: “Jobs or 
Income Now!,” “End Superpower War Prepara
tions!” and “End Attacks on Minorities and 
Women!” These slogans should be rallying cries 
for more powerful mass actions in the period 
ahead.

The myth of “recovery” has been advanced by 
the trade union bureaucrats and revisionists inside 
the workers’ movement as well. We must intensify 
the workers’ fightback, not only against the capi
talists, but also against their agents who try to 
divert our struggle from its revolutionary path.

We cannot accept the myth of “recovery,” nor 
can we accept the capitalist propaganda that 
blames minorities, women or third world countries 
for the crisis. The blame is on the capitalist sys
tem itself, and we must make the bosses pay for 
their crimes.

UNEMPLOYMENT-APRIL TO NOVEMBER 1976

A M J J A S 0 N

LONG LINES continue at unemployment offices as the 
number o f jobless increases. (Call graph)
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CORRECTION: In last week’s 
issue, several typographical errors 
were made in the front page arti
cle “Fight Our Two Enemies— 
Bosses and Bureaucrats.” On 
page 1, first paragraph, fourth 
line, should read: union reform
ists have come forward, claiming

to speak for the rank and file. In 
the same article, continued on 
p. 8, the first column, from the 
seventh line on, should read: the 
bureaucrats hope to be a rubber 
stamp convention into a center, 
of class struggle.

New Issue of Class Struggle

MAO TSETUNG
This issue contains articles on 

many of the most important con
tributions of Chairman Mao to 
Marxism-Leninism and the world
wide revolutionary struggle.

The theoretical journal of the 
October League is available by 
subscription—one year for $4, or 
one issue for SI.50. Bulk rates 
on request. Include 25^ for 
handling. Write to Class Struggle, 
Box 5539, Chicago, 111. 60680. 
Make checks payable to: Class 
Struggle.
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ETERNAL GLORY TO MAO TSETUNG

October League Marxist-Leninist!

Dear Comrades,
We are deeply grieved to re

ceive news of the passing of 
Koji- Ariyoshi, a friend of the 
working class in Hawaii and all 
oppressed peoples of the world.

He was a genuine son of the 
working people, raised amidst 
the hardship and struggle of the 
coffee farmers in Kona. During 
his many years of contribution 
to the labor movement in Ha
waii as an organizer and as edi
tor of The Honolulu Record, 
Koji Ariyoshi adhered to the 
style of plain living and hard 
struggle and never complained 
about the tasks he shouldered 
to serve the people.

During the McCarthy period, 
he was one of the “Hawaii Seven” 
indicted under the witch-hunting 
Smith Act for his labor activities. 
Despite this and the degeneration 
of the formerly revolutionary 
Communist Party, Ariyoshi re
fused to grow bitter or discour
aged. He emphasized that “the 
future is bright, but the road has 
many twists and turns.”

In the past few years, he gave 
active leadership to the move
ment to build friendship between 
the people of the U.S. and China 
as a member of the National 
Steering Committee of the U.S.- 
China People’s Friendship Asso
ciation.

Although we worked with 
Koji Ariyoshi only during the last 
few years of his life, he taught 
us the important lesson that the 
revolutionary enthusiasm and 
“book knowledge ” of intellectual 
youth must be transformed into 
the genuine world outlook and 
method of the proletariat only 
through many years of integra
ting with the masses and active
ly participating in the class 
struggle.

Letters

The Cell, P .0 .5597, Chicago, III. 50680

Koji Ariyoshi continued to 
struggle for a better quality of life 
for the vast majority of people 
until he was no longer able to do 
so. His life is a sterling example 
and an inspiration to all of us. 
We vow to rededicate ourselves 
to the cause of the working class 
and the working people, to strive 
to integrate Marxism-Leninism- 
Mao Tsetung Thought with the 
concrete practice of socialist re
volution in the United States 
and to carry the struggle through 
to the end.

Some aspiring Marxist-Leninists 
from Hawaii

Comrades,
Hearings began this week at 

Camp Pendleton Marine Base 
for the 15 Black Marines charged 
with assault and conspiracy in 
connection with an attempt on 
their part to break up a Klan 
chapter operating on that base. 
These charges have now been 
changed by the military to mur
der conspiracy.

The military has been doing 
everything in its power to cover 
up for the Klan and weaken the 
defense of the jailed Black 
Marines. After denying the exis
tence of the Klan, the military 
has now been forced to admit 
that they had known about it 
for almost a year and is now in 
the process of shipping the Klan 
members to other bases in the 
country.

At the same time, the military

has weakened the defense of the 
15 Black Marines by attempting 
to charge and try the defendants 
separately, using appointed mili
tary lawyers.

The activities of the Klan at 
Camp Pendleton and the unjust 
arrest of the 15 Black Marines 
have already raised a wave of pro
test across the country. The at
tempts at dividing the people 
have been met with unity.

In San Diego, organizations 
and individuals from the Black, 
Chicano and white community 
have organized a committee, the 
People United to Fight Oppres
sion, to fight against the rising 
Klan activity and to struggle to 
free the 15 Black Marines.

A demonstration was held in 
Oceanside on Sat., Dec. 11, 
where Camp Pendleton is lo
cated. A broad coalition was 
involved, which included orga
nizations and individuals from 
San Diego and as far away as Los 
Angeles.

Readers in San Diego 

To The Call:
We felt that the enclosed 

contribution to The Call was 
the best way of celebrating the 
birth of several of our comrades’ 
children. The Call is helping to 
build a bright new future for 
our “flowers of the Revolution.”

G.D., 
Boston, Mass.

Dear Comrades,
Enclosed is a contribution to 

help build the 16-page paper. An 
expanded Call will be a better 
weapon to fight our enemies 
with. I’ve really enjoyed the 
16-page issues that have been 
published so far and look forward 
to this being the regular size of 
the paper.

D.L., 
New York
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NO REAL CHANGE FR O M  KISSINGER

VANCE ■  IMPERIALISM'S NEW TROUBLESHOOTER
Last week, Jimmy Carter select

ed Cyrus Vance to replace Henry 
Kissinger as U.S. Secretary of 
State. The appointment shows that 
while faces are being changed in 
Washington, the same ruling-class 
policies will continue-imperialist 
aggression and stepped-up war 
preparations under the guise of 
“detente” with the Soviet Union.

Throughout the election cam
paign, Carter attacked Kissinger’s 
“personal style” of diplomacy, 
but supported all the main features 
of the “detente” policy. If there 
are any lingering doubts about 
where Carter stands on foreign

policy, his appointment of Vance 
should put an end to them.

Vance, a wealthy lawyer, is 
closely associated with the Demo
cratic Party leadership and the 
Kennedy family. It was in the 
administrations of Kennedy and 
Johnson that he first emerged in 
the limelight and established his 
reputation as a “trouble-shooter” 
for the interests of U.S. imperial
ism.

Over an 8-year period, Vance 
managed to take charge of various 
aspects of all the main acts of 
aggression and invasion carried out 
by U.S. imperialism. He super-

1,500 PROTEST N.Y. 
POLICE MURDER

vised the build-up of U.S. armed 
forces in Vietnam under Kennedy 
and was later dispatched to over
see the 1965 invasion of the 
Dominican Republic and the 1968 
U.S. Marine attack on Panamanian 
students.

Vance also spent time in Korea 
shoring up the rule of dictator Pak 
Jung Hi. He meddled actively in the 
Cyprus dispute, and carried out 
missions in support of the Israeli 
Zionists.

In addition, Vance has been 
one of the top U.S. negotiators 
in numerous deals with the Soviet 
Union. He is tied by many threads 
to the section of the ruling class 
headed by Kennedy and Rocke

feller—the section most favorable 
to “detente.”

Vance has been an outspoken 
supporter of the Helsinki confer
ence, more loans to the Soviet 
Union, a “go-slow” approach to 
normalization of relations with 
China and other issues which re
flect a broader policy of appeas
ing Soviet social-imperialism.

It is significant to note that 
Vance was Carter’s first cabinet 
appointment. Carter, in effect, 
was reassuring the powerful busi
ness interests that backed him for 
the presidency that he would not 
attempt to alter the direction of 
U.S. foreign policy.

U.S. News and World Report

commented on Vance’s nomina
tion, saying, “While there will be 
no basic shift in direction, changes 
in style of American foreign policy 
are in the offing.” This analysis 
sums up the imperialists’ view. 
Carter and Vance are puppets 
capable of carrying out the same 
imperialist war preparations as 
Ford and Kissinger, but with a 
“fresh” image that is not tarnished 
with all the setbacks and exposures 
of the last few years.

The appointment of Vance ex
poses further Carter’s campaign 
talk of a “humane foreign policy” 
and an “open State Department” 
as just meaningless phrases of the 
campaign trail.

A series of demonstrations 
protested the coldblooded mur
der of Randy Evans, shot by po
lice on Thanksgiving Day. Over 
1,500 people rallied at the funeral 
of the 15-year-old Black youth 
in the Cypress Hills projects, a 
predominantly Black and Latin 
community in New York.

This Brooklyn murder, one 
among many by New York po
lice, signifies the intensifying 
oppression by the capitalists of 
Afro-American and other minori
ty people.

Evans’ only “crime” was asking 
the police what they were doing 
in his building. In response, one 
of the six cops, Robert Tornsey, 
pulled his gun and fired at point- 
blank range, striking Evans in the 
head. Tornsey’s pretext for being 
in the building was looking for a 
“gunman.” No gunman was ever 
found.

At a recent demonstration of 
200 people protesting the murder, 
a mother of five children said she 
was demonstrating because “It 
might be my kids next.” A 14-year- 
old youth added, “We want justice. 
If we were to kill a cop, we would

get the chair. But he’ll go to a 
prison where they have a color TV 
and a country club.”

As a result of fierce community 
protest, Tornsey has been charged 
with second degree murder. The 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Associa
tion, a fascist police support 
group, put up $20,000 bail for 
Tornsey’s freedom. The group 
made a big cry to the press about 
his “excellent police record,” 
pleading that the charges be 
dropped.

While community resentment 
is growing, some opportunists like 
the revisionist Communist Party 
USA (CPUSA) and the Congress 
of Racial Equality (CORE) are 
encouraging the people to “rely 
on the courts” for justice. But 
the courts are an arm of the same 
capitalist system that executed 
Randy Evans and has woven racism 
into its basic fabric.

The murder of young Blacks 
like Evans and the legal lynching 
of many others will end only 
with the downfall of the whole 
capitalist system which is respon
sible for these crimes against the 
people.

DEMONSTRA TORS MARCH in Dallas against the death penalty. (Photo by Kwesi Williams)

DALLAS COALITION MARCHES 
AGAINST DEATH PENALTY

Dallas, Texas—Mass action 
against the death penalty is grow
ing as courts around the country 
move closer to the legal execution 
of death row inmates.

Shouting, “The rich go free 
while poor people burn,” over 
100 people marched through 
downtown Dallas on November 21 
protesting the Supreme Court’s 
reinstatement of the death penalty.

This action was sponsored by 
the Dallas Coalition Against the 
Death Penalty, which was ini
tiated by People United for Justice 
for Prisoners. Speaking at the 
rally were representatives of work
ers’ organizations, student and 
church groups, social clubs and 
family members of death row 
prisoners.

Thelma Gonzalez, sister of 
Ernest Benjamin Smith, a young

CYO ORGANIZES A G A IN S T  CUTBACKS

Boston students fight tuition pressure
Boston, Mass.-Boston State 

College (BSC) students are plan
ning mass protests in answer to 
the administration’s recent an
nouncement of a new tuition dead
line and cuts in financial aid for 
the next semester.

According to the new deadline, 
tuition for next semester must be 
in two days after Christmas or 
students will not be admitted. In 
the past, the deadline has been the 
third week of January so that 
students could use the work-study 
period between semesters to earn 
tuition money.

But the work-study period has 
been dropped this year, and a re
cent statement from the financial 
aid office announced a reduction 
in student work programs from 
20 hours to 10-15 a week.

Furthermore, the statement de
clared that BEOG’s (Basic Educa
tion Opportunity Grants) will 
probably not be awarded during 
the spring semester. Only S75.000 
of the $1.9 million granted by the 
federal government to BSC has 
arrived.

The Communist Youth Organi
zation (CYO) at BSC is working 
actively to organize a mass coali
tion of students to oppose these

attacks, which are typical of the 
cutbacks sweeping all educational 
programs around the country as a 
result of the economic crisis.

One CYO spokesperson said. 
“We are trying to link the recent 
aid cuts and tuition hikes with the 
whole plan for ‘reorganizing’ 
BSC into a two-year vocational 
college. We are showing how this 
is all part of a nationwide attack 
by the ruling class in the U.S. 
against the right of working-class 
and minority peoples to an educa
tion.”

She continued, “Dropping the 
work-study program clearly shows 
who these recent attacks are aim
ed at. Even if working-class stu
dents could earn the money for 
tuition, they’re now being de
prived of even this chance.”

School began this year at Bos
ton State with a 400% tuition 
hike-from $150 to S600. Various 
courses were cut and teachers fired.

Particularly hard hit has been 
Afro Studies, the only Black 
Studies department in the entire 
Massachusetts State College sys
tem. At a Nov. 19 meeting, 100 
BSC teachers confronted the 
Massachusetts Board of Trustees 
demanding an end to mounting

cuts. Chris Nteta, director of 
Afro Studies, exposed the in
effectiveness of the Affirmative 
Action Program and the decrease 
in courses and faculty of Afro 
Studies.

The Evening Undergraduate 
College, providing the only four- 
year degree program available to 
working people, is being “reorga
nized” to emphasize vocational and

law enforcement training.
The BSC students are opposing 

cutbacks, hikes and “reorganiza
tion.” The CYO is organizing 
around five demands: “Stop Re
organization,” “End Cutbacks and 
Tuition Hikes,” “Rebuild the 
Afro Studies Department,” “Im
plement Affirmative Action,” and 
“Rebuild the Evening Undergra
duate College Program.”

Black man on death row, gave a 
moving speech to the crowd. 
She exposed Smith’s frame-up 
on a murder charge and expressed 
militant support for efforts to pre
vent the legal execution of more 
than 600 people now on death 
rows throughout the country. Most 
of them are minorities and all are 
poor and working-class.

Kwesi Williams, president of 
People United for Justice for 
Prisoners, pointed out that the 
unity of Black, white and Chicano 
people in the demonstration 
showed that “a new day is coming 
to Dallas.” In his speech, he went 
on to say, “To build a strong 
movement, we have to point out 
the causes of crime! We’ve got to 
ask why unemployment and wel
fare lines are miles long and why 
only working-class and poor peo
ple fill death rows and prisons.”

Spokesmen for the Dallas Coali
tion told The Call that statewide 
efforts were being co-ordinated in 
Texas, including a march on the 
capitol in Austin, to demand 
abolition of the death penalty.
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‘SITUATION IS EXCELLENT

China’s People’s Congress 
denounces 'gang of four’

Another decisive blow was dealt to the “gang of four” in China early this month when 
the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress denounced the traitorous ac
tions of these four capitalist-roaders.

The Standing Committee of the Congress, China’s highest organ of state power, was 
called together for the first time since the death of Chairman Mao by Hua Kuo-feng, the 
new Chairman of the Communist Party. Chairman Hua personally attended the meeting.

One of the new developments in the 
struggle against the “gang of four” was the 
specific charges brought against the four 
conspirators for their attacks against Chou 
En-lai, the Chinese Premier who died earlier 
this year. Chou En-lai’s widow, Teng Ying- 
chao, was nominated by the Standing Com
mittee to be one of the vice-chairmen of 
the National People’s Congress.

The Standing Committee agreed that 
the downfall of the “gang of four”—Wang 
Hung-wen, Chang Chun-chiao, Chiang 
Ching and Yao Wen-yuan—had led to an 
“excellent situation” throughout the coun
try. Addressing the meeting, Vice-Chair
man Wu Teh, mayor of Peking, pointed 
out that the huge movement to deepen the 
criticism of the “gang” had sparked an up
surge in the “socialist enthusiasm and ini
tiative of the masses,” with “inspiring news 
of victories” from all parts of the country.

The Standing Committee pointed out 
that mass criticism of the “gang” would

The Mexican Supreme Court last week 
invalidated titles granting 250,000 acres of 
land in Sonora to 8,000 peasant families 
and ordered that the land be returned to a 
handful of capitalist owners.

The peasants had occupied these lands 
in militant seizures over the last month and 
forced the government to redistribute them.

But the court ruling showed the real es
sence of former President Luis Echeverria’s 
actions during his last days in office. Eche- 
verria agreed to “officially” redistribute 
the lands which had already been seized. 
Through this measure, he was only trying 
to stave off the tide of militant struggle 
long enough to subdue the peasants and let 
the courts and police take over.

Juan Rodriguez Gomez, head of the 
General Union of Mexican Workers and 
Peasants, said: “Those lands expropriated 
in Sonora will never be given back to the 
hands of the rich landowners. Those who 
support these land barons are provoking an 
armed uprising (by peasants) throughout 
the nation.”

In northern Sinaloa, tensions remained 
high throughout the week as peasants 
began to cultivate, irrigate and settle their 
newly-acquired lands.

The Mexican press has reported in
creasing incidents of armed resistance by 
the peasants to growers and police, who 
are attempting to dislodge them.

The peasant offensive recently escalated 
and spread' to Mexico City where two 
thousand peasants from all over Mexico 
occupied the Offices of the Department of 
Agrarian Reform (SRA). They occupied 
the building on December 8 and have 
sworn not to leave until their demands for 
land are met. The peasants denounced the 
Agrarian Reform Law as “hypocritical.”

One of the leaders of the building oc
cupation, Eulalio Morales, told the news
paper Excelsior, “Our struggle must con
tinue. Not for us, but for our children. 
They should not have to suffer nor be 
humiliated or evicted the way we have 
been.”

The increasing militancy of the Mexican 
peasantry comes during the worst econo
mic crisis in many years. Recent devalua
tions of the peso and rising inflation, the
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strengthen the dictatorship of the proletar
iat. Out of the struggle, the masses have al
ready deepened their understanding of the 
correct relationship between the two tasks 
of “grasping revolution, promoting produc
tion,” specified by Chairman Mao.

Posing as “leading Marxists,” the “gang 
of four” distorted Chairman Mao’s line by 
putting the two tasks in opposition to each 
other. In their attempt to overthrow lead
ing cadres in the party, the “gang” accused 
everyone who saw the need to promote 
production of being “empiricists” who 
weren’t taking class struggle as the key link.

The Standing Committee delegates 
pointed out that the struggle against the 
“gang” must continue in order to sharpen 
the people’s ability to distinguish genuine 
from phony Marxism.

Contrary to reports from the bourgeois 
press, Chinese leaders have stressed the im
portance of continuing to take class strug
gle as the key link by studying revolution -

"LAND AND LIBERTY"has been the 
rallying cry since the revolution o f 1910. 
(Taller de Grafica Popular)

results of U.S. imperialist domination of 
Mexico, have hit the peasantry especially 
hard.

The determined struggle which Mexican 
peasants are waging in the face of severe 
government repression provides a good 
exposure of the revisionists.

The revisionists, both in Mexico and 
the Communist Party USA (CPUSA) here, 
have gone to great length to praise Eche- 
verria and urge reliance on the bourgeoisie. 
The CPUSA newspaper People’s World 
called Echeverria a great hero of the pea
sants. They described his application of- 
the Agrarian Reform Law as “the open
ing of a new chapter in the Mexican 
Revolution.”

The Mexican peasants themselves don’t 
see it this way. A leader of the current 
building occupation in Mexico City, 
Ramiro Diaz Valadez, described the 
Federal Agrarian Reform Law as being in 
the interests of the wealthy few and said 
that its “contents were reactionary.”

The Mexican peasants have shown in 
recent weeks that it is through uniting and 
relying on their own efforts that they can 
achieve their demands.

Mexican peasants defy 
courts and police

mass discussion to criticize the “gang o f fo u r"  and state 
their determination to defend the socialist motherland and the Party Central Committee, 
headed by Chairman Hua Kuo-feng. (Hsinhua photo)

ary theory and especially “the theory of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and . . . 
Chairman Mao’s instructions concerning 
the criticism of the ‘gang of four.’ ”

Wu Teh elaborated on this when he 
pointed out the importance of supporting 
the gains of the Cultural Revolution and 
struggling to restrict bourgeois right—the 
class differences left over from capitalist 
society which give rise to a new bourgeoisie 
under socialism.

In addition, Wu Teh said that, along with 
criticizing the “gang,” it was necessary to 
continue the criticism of Teng Hsiao-ping, 
the former party leader who negated class 
struggle as the key link in building social
ism.

Continuing to make class struggle key, 
the Standing Committee underlined the 
need to promote production as well. The 
importance of learning from model produc
tion teams like Tachai and Taching has 
been stressed in the current campaign.

The Standing Committee also commen
ded the role of Party Chairman Hua in lead
ing the movement against the “gang.” New
ly nominated Vice-Chairman Teng Ying- 
chao said that Hua Kuo-feng’s leadership in 
smashing the “gang” . .fully shows that 
Chairman Mao made a wise decision in

choosing his successor . . .  It shows (Chair
man Hua’s) talent as a leader as well as his 
revolutionary style of work.” She also said 
that unity of the Party Central Committee 
is “higher than ever.”

The Standing Committee also discussed 
and took steps to continue to carry out 
Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line on the 
international struggle against the two super
powers. They voted unanimously to appoint 
Huang Hua, China’s UN ambassador, to be 
the new foreign minister, replacing Chiao 
Kuan-hua whom the committee voted to 
remove.

In another report, Vice-Chairman Ulanfu 
pointed out the importance of the downfall 
of the “gang” in carrying out a revolution
ary line on foreign policy.

Now, Ulanfu said, “we will surely be 
able to better implement Chairman Mao’s 
revolutionary line and policies in foreign 
affairs, uniting with the international prole
tariat and the revolutionary people in var
ious countries, especially the people of the 
third world.”

This important meeting showed that the 
splitting and wrecking of the “gang of four” 
has produced the opposite of what they in
tended. The mass criticism of the “gang” is 
strengthening working-class power in China.

Indonesian invaders repulsed

80% OF EAST TIMOR LIBERATED
The people of East Timor are continuing 

their courageous struggle against Indone
sia’s occupation of their country. Under 
the leadership of FRETILIN (Revolution
ary Front for the Independence of East 
Timor), a number of successful armed 
battles have been waged recently.

Indonesia dispatched thousands of 
troops to subjugate the eastern half of the 
island over a year ago. This assault follow
ed the departure of the Portuguese colonial
ists who had ruled the island previously. 
Ever since the first Indonesian soldiers ar
rived, they have faced stiff resistance. They 
have been unable to occupy any areas in the 
mountainous countryside and have lost a 
number of their urban strongholds.

During a five-day period at the end of Oc
tober, FRETILIN-led forces killed at least 
60 Indonesian troops and wounded many 
others. As a result, the Indonesian aggres
sors were forced to withdraw from several 
places in the southwestern part of the 
country. FRETILIN forces now control 
80%of the countryside.

As the struggle of the people in East 
Timor has advanced, more and more coun
tries have voiced support for it. At a meet
ing of the Decolonization Committee of 
the United Nations last month, a resolution 
was passed which “reaffirms the inalienable 
right of the people of East Timor to self- 
determination and independence, and the 
legitimacy of their struggle to achieve that 
right.”

The resolution called on Indonesia to

withdraw its troops and denounced the 
phony “constitutional” schemes by which 
Indonesia has tried to justify its occupa
tion of the island.

A recent communique from the leader
ship of FRETILIN summed up the present 
situation, saying that the people have suc
ceeded in turning their spontaneous struggle 
into a conscious, organized and well-dis
ciplined resistance. The communique fur
ther stated: “The East Timorese people will 
fight heroically to the last man in order to 
defend their sacred fatherland.”

—

LITERATURE  
FROM ALBANIA

The Call is now making available 
to our readers several new publica
tions from the People’s Republic of 
Albania. These pamphlets contain 
important material on the develop
ment of Albania as a socialist coun
try and the fight against modem re
visionism internationally.

—“A Meeting that Sealed Revi
sionist Betrayal,” in English and 
Spanish, 16 pp., 25tf

—“The Congress of the Soviet 
Revisionists—A Congress of Social- 
Imperialist Demagogy and Expan
sion,” 24 pp., 25<j(

—“A Social-Democratic Congress 
of the French Revisionists,” 16 pp., 
25d



ACTWU ends efforts at Cannon Mills

BUREAUCRATS BETRAY TEXTILE UNION DRIVE
Late in 1974, a young woman worker at JP . Stevens Co. hastily 

fashioned a cardboard sign denouncing the company. Knowing that 
she would soon be fired by the bosses for her union activity, she stood 
on top of a work table just as the shift was getting out, showing the 
sign to her fellow workers. A few minutes later, the sheriff’s men and 
company officials removed her. But she had made her point!

Such militant spirit has been 
displayed time and again by 
southern workers in their fight 
against the huge textile companies 
which dominate many parts of the 
Carolinas. Their stand contrasts 
sharply with the betrayal of the 
leaders of the Amalgamated Cloth
ing and Textile Workers Union 
(ACTWU), which has done its best 
to sabotage the growing union 
movement in the southern mills.

On August 31, 1976, the 
ACTWU closed its office in Kanna
polis, North Carolina, home of the 
giant Cannon Mills. The second 
largest manufacturing employer in 
North Carolina, Cannon Mills em
ploys 16,500 workers, the majori
ty of whom are women. Cannon 
has a notorious history of the 
worst type of anti-worker activity.

ACTWU AIDS COMPANY

Textile union officials, how
ever, have aided the company in 
its attacks. They describe Can
non as “untouchable,” trying to 
discourage workers from taking 
up a union drive. Only after work
ers began to sign cards on their 
own in 1973 did the union send 
one token organizer there.

A record 12,000 workers signed 
recognition cards and demanded 
an election, which they lost by 
only 800 votes—indicating strong 
pro-union sentiment.

Despite this enthusiasm for

struggle among Cannon workers, 
the union completely sabotaged 
the campaign. They opposed mo
bilizing mass support for fired 
workers, put obstacles in the way 
of workers who fought to estab
lish grass-roots committees plant- 
by-plant, and finally ended the 
union drive altogether.

At a press conference held 
when the union pulled out of 
Cannon Mills, Bob Freeman, 
ACTWU spokesman, blamed the 
shameful retreat of the union on 
the workers themselves. “They 
don’t want to be identified with 
it or accept the responsibilities of 
a union,” he said. “I’m not leaving; 
they just haven’t joined me.”

Since the defeat of Reconstruc
tion in the late 1800s, the South 
has become a major haven for 
runaway textile mills from the 
North.

The national oppression of the 
Afro-American people in the 
Black Belt keeps down the wages 
cf all workers in the South, white 
and Black. As a result, the textile 
barons have reaped enormous 
profits through wage-slavery of 
southern workers.

Until the civil rights upsurge in 
the 1960s, Black workers were 
not even allowed by law to work 
in cotton mills except as “sweep
ers.” Poor whites were constantly 
threatened with replacement by 
even lower-paid Black field labor

ers if they dared to rebel or form 
unions. Despite this, numerous 
strikes periodically shook the 
industry.

Black workers now make up 
over one-quarter of all textile 
workers in the South. They face 
blatant racial discrimination both 
from the companies and the state. 
Black workers have the highest 
lay-off rate, work in the depart
ments which are the most filled 
with cotton lint, and are often 
denied access to company- 
owned houses.

NATIONAL OPPRESSION

The national oppression of 
Afro-Americans in the Black Belt 
is also at the root of low unioniza
tion in the South. Only 10% of 
the South’s 700,000 textile work
ers are union members. In addi
tion, there is a $1.42-an-hour 
wage gap between southern textile 
workers and other manufacturing 
employees in the U.S. It is a gap 
which is growing, jumping by 31 
cents over the last two years alone.

In order to perpetuate the op
pression of both Black and white 
workers, textile magnates like 
Cannon use the police to repress 
the Black communities. Through 
frame-up cases like the Ronnie 
Long case in Concord, N.C., they 
try to promote divisions between 
whites and Blacks.

Long, a 21 -year-old Black youth 
and militant fighter, was framed 
for the rape of the wife of a Can
non Mills executive. Long was 
sentenced to two life terms, even 
though there was no evidence 
against him.

L.A. MEATCUTTERS FIGHT
SCABS AND MISLEADERS

ME A TCUTTERS HOLD THE LINE in front o f The ReaI McCoy in 
the packing-house district o f L.A. (Call photo)

Los Angeles, Calif —Striking 
meatcutters are holding the line 
against increased attacks by police 
and company scabs, fighting to 
unite the thousands of workers in 
this city’s huge meat industry. 
About 65% of the strikers are Chi- 
canos and Mexicanos.

Over 1,000 members of the Pro
vision House Workers Union Local 
274 went out three weeks ago 
against the Vernon Meat Dealers 
Association (VMDA) to halt at
tempts to bust their union.

The VMDA is attempting to 
cutback wages for laborers by one 
dollar-an-hour and deny workers a 
guaranteed 40-hour week, which 
was a main provision in their last 
contract.

To compete with the larger 
meat monopolies, these smaller 
companies in the VMDA are try
ing to break the pattern of indus
try-wide contracts. They want 
their workforce to pay with speed
up, wage cuts, and forced over
time, followed by periods of mas
sive layoffs.

The VMDA has called out po
lice to accompany scabs into the 
struck plants, which resulted in po
lice violence and the arrest of one 
Mexican striker at McCoy meat 
company. These capitalists have 
also transferred production to 
other companies.

But this maneuver was met 
with strong resistance from work
ers in Local 563 of the Amalgama
ted Meatcutters Union. Even 
though their contract had also ex
pired, Local 563 bureaucrats kept 
the workers on the line as a scab

force.
On Dec. 8, over 800 members 

of Local 563 crowded into a union 
meeting and voted unanimously 
to strike. After the meeting was 
adjourned, however, Local 563 
bureaucrats overturned the vote, 
claiming that great progress was 
being made in negotiations and 
that a strike could be avoided.

Workers were outraged and 
gathered two days later to hear 
their misleaders’ scab reasoning. 
But these agents for the capitalists 
refused to show their faces, and in

stead sent a flunkey to try to si
lence the workers. When workers 
began to demand action, this 
flunkey closed the meeting and 
fled.

Faced with the bureaucrats’ 
outright sabotage and the meat 
companies’ vicious speedup and 
overtime to carry the scab produc
tion load, workers in Local 563 
are intensifying their struggle. If 
they have their way, they will join 
their class brothers and sisters in 
274 on strike.

This attempt by Cannon to 
stem the growing unity of Black 
and white workers backfired. 
Large numbers of workers have 
come out to fight for Long’s free
dom in the course of rebuilding 
their own drive for union rights.

In their attacks on the workers, 
the textile magnates have received 
the most effective assistance from 
the sellout union leadership, who 
work as their agents.

The ACTWU misleaders have 
helped maintain the South as a 
haven for runaway shops. Their 
talk of commitment to “organize 
the unorganized” is just that-talk. 
The union misleaders are far more 
concerned with preventing the rise 
of a revolutionary movement 
among the textile workers. They 
tie the workers’ struggle to trade 
unionism and promote divisions 
between Black and white workers.

LABOR OFFICIALS BENEFIT

Behind such sabotage is the 
fact that these labor officials and 
a small upper stratum of labor 
aristocrats benefit from imperial
ism’s plunder of the third world. 
They are the main support for this 
system in the workers’ movement. 
Only by keeping this movement 
weak and divided can these labor

lieutenants continue to rule the 
workers’ organizations.

In opposition to the ACTWU 
officials, revolutionaries are point
ing out the need for basing unity 
on a consistent struggle against the 
imperialist policies of discrimina
tion and racist frame-ups. Mili
tant marches for Ronnie Long’s 
freedom have raised the demand 
of “Self-Determination for the 
Black Nation!” This must also be 
a slogan in the fight for unioniza
tion at Cannon itself.

“We intend to organize Can
non,” says Daisy Crawford, a 
Black union activist who recent
ly won her job back after a year 
of protests. She was fired for 
union activity at Cannon along 
with several other workers there.

“The union leaders sold us 
out,” she said. “They try to blame 
us for losing the union drive, but it 
was them. We will continue to 
organize at Cannon and link up 
the Ronnie Long defense with 
this.”

Unionization at Cannon, as 
well as at other giant mills like 
J.P. Stevens, will come as a 
product of the struggle for multi
national unity and working-class 
power, and against the textile 
barons and their labor lieutenants 
in the trade union movement.

ON THE LINE

86-day UPS strike settled
The 86-day strike of United Parcel Service (UPS) workers 

which hit 15 Eastern states ended Dec. 13, but the Teamsters 
Union sold out some of the most important demands in this 

hard-fought battle.
Discriminatory wages and benefits for part-time workers are 

part of this new agreement. In fact, inequality in wages w ill in
crease. The settlement awards a $1.65 wage boost to full-time 
workers over three years but only $1 to part-time workers 
over the same period. The Teamsters did gain a provision pre
venting UPS from eliminating more full-time positions through 
a ttrition, but equality between full and part-time workers is 
the only basis for protecting the living standards of UPS workers.

Teamster bureaucrat Fitzsimmons bargained an increase in 
UPS pension benefit payments also, swelling the huge pension 
fund which is a source of vast p rofit for the ruling Teamster clique. 
Workers will pay for this pension gift, however, because the 
Teamster misleaders obtained it by trading o ff rank-and-file 
demands around work conditions. UPS maintained the right to 
discipline workers for “ poor performance" as well as the right to 
impose forced overtime.

Protest INS soccer raid
Washington, D.C.—Some 65 demonstrators rallied at the Carter 

Barron soccer field to protest a dragnet raid against foreign-born 
workers three weeks ago in the middle of a soccer match. During 
the raid, immigration officials and park police descended on the 
crowd, scattering hundreds of spectators and arresting 26 workers.

Speakers at the rally included a Salvadorean soccer player, 
witness to the raid, as well as representatives of the D.C. Unite to 
Fight Back and the October League. They called for an end to 

deportations and fascist attacks on foreign-born workers. The 
speeches, given in Spanish and English, stressed that capitalism, 
not third world workers, were to blame for unemployment and 

the present crisis.

Workers fight apartheid
Gary, Indiana—In a raging snowstorm, steel workers and sup

porters picketed U.S. Steel in Gary demanding "Superpowers Out 
of South A frica!" and "Stop the Attacks on the Workers and 

Minorities Here!" This action was part of a week-long preparation 
for Anti-Repression Day, connecting imperialist repression against 
the people and their revolutionary movements here w ith the 
liberation struggles in Africa and elsewhere in the world. The 
picket line was called for by the October League and Steelworkers 

for Justice, an organization in the mill.
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™ °y FRENCH MARXIST-LENINISTS STEELED 
PA R T 6  / IN BATTLE AGAINST REVISIONISM
Continuing our series on the M arxist-Leninist m ovem en t in Europe, we present the  

second part o f  an interview with Jacques Jurquet, the leader o f  the M arxist-Leninist 
Communists o f  France and director o f  L ’H um anite Rouge, the daily newspaper which 
reflects the line o f  the illegal C om m unist Party o f  France (Marxist-Leninist).

The previous part o f  the interview (The Call, Dec. 6), focused  primarily on Ju rq u e t’s 
view o f  the international situation. This part centers on the  class struggle inside France, 
especially the  fig h t against modern revisionism.

The revisionist Communist Party of 
France (PCF) has a very powerful position 
in the leadership of the largest trade union 
confederation, the CGT (General Confeder
ation of Labor.) How does this affect Marx
ist-Leninist activity in the trade unions?

Only a small part of the labor force in 
France is unionized—about 20%. But at the 
same time, the trade unions influence 80% 
to 90% of the workers in various work
place elections.

The CGT, led by the revisionist party, 
numbers around 2,200,000 members. The 
CFDT (French Democratic Federation of 
Labor), led by reformists, especially from 
the Socialist Party, has about 700,000 
members.

The French Marxist-Leninists are active
ly fighting in the most important unions, 
the CFDT and the CGT. Despite repressive 
attacks by the leaders of the confedera
tions, Marxist-Leninists have come into the 
leadership of union sections and are leading 
them on the path of class struggle, rather 
than class collaboration.

What forms of organization do you build 
within the trade unions?

In the factories and other workplaces, 
the French Marxist-Leninists put a priority 
on building workplace cells. Their principal 
activity is to do political work inside their 
plant and in their union. The cells study 
and organize the work of their members in 
the trade union sections at their place of 
work.

The main task of Marxist-Leninists in 
the unions is to free the working class from 
the influence of modern revisionism. In 
the course of struggle, the Marxist-Leninists 
build ties with the masses of workers.

The Marxist-Leninists of France keep 
politics in command. They systematically 
oppose all reformist practices which sepa
rate the economic and social struggles 
from political struggle. In the workers’ 
struggles, they are presently combating the 
mystifications spread by the Union de 
Gauche (“Union of the Left,” an electoral 
coalition of the Socialist Party and the re
visionist Communist Party-ed.) and are 
denouncing completely its “Common 
Program,” opposing it with their own revo
lutionary, working-class program.

If the revisionist PCF were to come into 
the government, how would this affect

superpower contention, particularly Soviet 
interests, in France?

The French Marxist-Leninists do not 
for a moment foresee a situation where the 
PCF could come to power on its own. In 
such an event, the PCF would undoubtedly 
have to rely on the social-imperialists in 
order to hold onto power, and its policy 
would correspond completely to Soviet 
interests. This situation would only aggra
vate the rivalry of interests between the 
two superpowers.

It is important not to confuse the pos
sible rise to power of the Union of the Left 
with that of the PCF on its own. The parti
cipation of the PCF in a government of

Jacques Jurquet. (Hsinhua photo)

the Union of the Left would contribute to 
the sharpening of the class struggle in 
France. It would further provoke tie  
workers’ opposition.

Under such circumstances, the workers 
will realize that it is not enough to change 
the government-the entire political, eco
nomic and social system must be changed. 
The French Marxist-Leninists are fighting 
to open the eyes of the workers and broad 
masses to this reality. Even now, it is cer
tain that the revisionists are encountering 
greater and greater difficulties in carrying 
out their strategy.

What are your tactics and policy for 
defeating the PCF revisionists?

The movement of Marxist-Leninist 
Communists in France grew out of

the irreconcilable contradiction between 
Marxism-Leninism and modern revisionism. 
It represents a complete break with the 
ideology, politics and revisionist organiza
tions of the PCF. We fight continually to 
unmask and demystify the PCF before the 
working class and to expose their fraud in 
calling themselves Marxist-Leninists.

We make a distinction between the 
leaders, traitors and renegades, and the 
rank-and-file members and sympathizers 
whom they have deceived. We struggle to 
win these people over from the influence 
of modern revisionism, without compro
mising or making concessions over prin
ciples.

The revisionist leaders have also launched 
violent attacks on supporters of L’Humanite 
Rouge and support the bourgeoisie’s re
pression against the Marxist-Leninists. How 
are the Marxist-Leninists responding to 
these attacks?

The revisionist leaders of the PCF and

CGT resort to physical violence and violate 
proletarian democracy against the Marxist- 
Leninists, whose work is exposing them. But 
more and more, they are lifting rocks only 
to drop them on their own feet. Many 
members of their own rank and file object 
to these methods and want to understand 
our positions.

Illegal expulsions of Marxist-Leninists 
from the CGT have increased communist 
influence among the people. In September 
of 1975, the revisionist leaders of the PCF 
and the CGT tried through violence to pre
vent the demonstrations of solidarity with 
the Marxist-Leninists comrades in Spain 
who were condemned to death. But their 
security squads were outflanked and over
whelmed, and they could not prevent the 
Marxist-Leninists from leading the masses 
in struggle. The masses used revolutionary 
counter-violence against the counter-revol
utionary violence of the revisionist lead
ers.

What happened inside the PCF when 
the revisionist leadership declared their 
abandonment of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat last year?

The reaction of the rank-and-file mem
bers of the PCF was quite weak because 
this was only the official recognition of a 
line which had been put into practice for 
a very long time. The social composition 
of the PCF has undergone a major change 
in the last 10 years.

The increasingly bourgeois character of 
its ranks explains the absence of interest in 
this matter of fundamental principle. How
ever, this is consistent with our aim of 
winning over the rank and file from the 
PCF. to the extent that its younger mem- 
bers-many of whom are of petty-bourgeois 
origin, and fewer of worker origin-sin- 
cerely desire socialist revolution, even 
though they have been taught it can only 
come “peacefully.” A tiny percentage 
of members of the PCF still remain at
tached to the concept of the dictatorship

of the proletariat, but unfortunately, they 
believe that today it is represented by the 
USSR!

Presently, several Marxist-Leninist mili
tants, such as Romain Le Gal, are being 
persecuted by the French government 
and are charged with “reconstituting the tl 
PCMLF,” the party which is now illegal. w
For what reasons is this repression taking a
place? t<

The repression against the members n 
of the PCMLF, such as Romain Le Gal, is v 
repression by the bourgeoisie, which is dis- h 
turbed by the growing influence of the 
Marxist-Leninists among the workers and 
small peasantry. Political repression always c 
has as its primary objective intimidating V
the weakest elements, with the aim of •> 
ending all Marxist-Leninist activity. But 
this is a poor calculation on the part of t 
the ruling class. It is precisely under diffi- t 
culties that the best revolutionaries are ii 
forged and the spirit of true communists 
develops. t

Within five months after Romain Le f
Gal was imprisoned, the mass protests e
brought about his release. The attitude of p 
this militant communist before the police I
and the capitalist courts has been exem- p 
plary and has contributed to the important t 
victory which his release represents. In 1;
the struggle against repression, the French t 
Marxist-Leninists rely on the mass struggle, p 
leading the workers, small peasants, repre
sentatives of other social strata of the peo- f
pie, and personalities from various sectors. f

t
Could you tell us something about the I 

present struggle of immigrant workers in f 
France? t

The immigrant workers comprise an j
integral part of the French working class. t 
The Marxist-Leninists consistently support f
their struggles. These struggles deserve pro- \ 
letarian internationalist solidarity inasmuch a
as they are not only workers in France, but 
representatives of the third world and vie- < 
tims of racism as well.

More than 20,000 immigrant workers 
are presently waging a rent strike against c 
the Foyers Sonacotra, a prison-like immi- 1
grant housing project. Since its start, their 
strike has had the political, ideological and f
material support of the Marxist-Leninists. j
As a result, the immigrant workers have e
been able to compare the treacherous acti- c
vities of the revisionist leaders and have j
now publicly and clearly rejected them. c

What is more, most of the leaders of the (, 
immigrant workers’ struggle are becoming i
Marxist-Leninists themselves. In their sup
port of the immigrant workers, Marxist- 1
Leninists have always followed a funda- \

mental principle-absolute non-interference (
in the workers’ decisions and internal af- j
fairs. In this regard, the Trotskyist sects ;
are completely discredited among the l
immigrant workers for trying to impose 1

"iPEASANTS A N D  WORKERS, united in the sat

Jacques Jurquet m eets 
Chairman Hua Kuo-feng
Chairman Hua Kuo-feng personally met with Jacques Jurquet during his recent 

visit to China and held a banquet December 5 in honor of the delegation of the 
Marxist-Leninist Communists of France, headed by Jurquet.

A report from the Hsinhua News Agency carried excerpts from the banquet toasts 
exchanged between Jurquet and Li Hsien-Nien, a member of the Political Bureau of 
the CPC Central Committee.

In his toast, Li Hsien-Nien pointed out: “The Marxist-Leninist Communists of 
France have endeavored to combine the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism with 
the concrete practice of the French revolution and waged unswerving struggles to 
oppose modern revisionism and the two superpowers, to oppose the monopoly bour
geoisie in their own country and to strive for the realization of socialism. We heartily 
rejoice at all this and extend our warm congratulations to you.”

In his toast, Jacques Jurquet extended proletarian internationalist greetings to 
Chairman Hua Kuo-feng and hailed the smashing of the “gang of four.” Jurquet said 
that this event “historically guarantees that under the leadership of the CPC, headed 
by Chairman Hua, China remains and will always remain red.”

Elaborating on the present international situation, Jurquet also observed that: 
“The analysis which Chairman Mao made of the present international situation 
points to the existence of three world forces. This analysis is the result of a scientific 
application of Marxist-Leninist principles and constitutes the most effective weapon 
for the proletariat and the peoples of the whole world to define their respective 
strategies and to advance the world revolution.”

PEKING MEETING saw toasts exchanged between Chairman Hua Kuo-feng and Comrade
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the irreconcilable contradiction between 
Marxism-Leninism and modern revisionism. 
It represents a complete break with the 
ideology, politics and revisionist organiza
tions of the PCF. We fight continually to 
unmask and demystify the PCF before the 
working class and to expose their fraud in 
calling themselves Marxist-Leninists.

We make a distinction between the 
leaders, traitors and renegades, and the 
rank-and-file members and sympathizers 
whom they have deceived. We struggle to 
win these people over from the influence 
of modem revisionism, without compro
mising or making concessions over prin
ciples.

The revisionist leaders have also launched 
violent attacks on supporters of L’Humanite 
Rouge and support the bourgeoisie’s re
pression against the Marxist-Leninists. How 
are the Marxist-Leninists responding to 
these attacks?

The revisionist leaders of the PCF and

between Chairman Hua Kuo-feng and Comrade

CGT resort to physical violence and violate 
proletarian democracy against the Marxist- 
Leninists, whose work is exposing them. But 
more and more, they are lifting rocks only 
to drop them on their own feet. Many 
members of their own rank and file object 
to these methods and want to understand 
our positions.

Illegal expulsions of Marxist-Leninists 
from the CGT have increased communist 
influence among the people. In September 
of 1975, the revisionist leaders of the PCF 
and the CGT tried through violence to pre
vent the demonstrations of solidarity with 
the Marxist-Leninists comrades in Spain 
who were condemned to death. But their 
security squads were outflanked and over
whelmed, and they could not prevent the 
Marxist-Leninists from leading the masses 
in struggle. The masses used revolutionary 
counter-violence against the counter-revol
utionary violence of the revisionist lead
ers.

What happened inside the PCF when 
the revisionist leadership declared their 
abandonment of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat last year?

The reaction of the rank-and-file mem
bers of the PCF was quite weak because 
this was only the official recognition of a 
line which had been put into practice for 
a very long time. The social composition 
of the PCF has undergone a major change 
in the last 10 years.

The increasingly bourgeois character of 
its ranks explains the absence of interest in 
this matter of fundamental principle. How
ever, this is consistent with our aim of 
winning over the rank and file from the 
PCF, to the extent that its younger mem- 
bers-many of whom are of petty-bourgeois 
origin, and fewer of worker origin-sin- 
cerely desire socialist revolution, even 
though they have been taught it can only 
come “peacefully.” A tiny percentage 
of members of the PCF still remain at
tached to the concept of the dictatorship

of the proletariat, but unfortunately, they 
believe that today it is represented by the 
USSR!

Presently, several Marxist-Leninist mili
tants, such as Romain Le Gal, are being 
persecuted by the French government 
and are charged with “reconstituting the 
PCMLF,” the party which is now illegal. 
For what reasons is this repression taking 
place?

The repression against the members 
of the PCMLF, such as Romain Le Gal, is 
repression by the bourgeoisie, which is dis
turbed by the growing influence of the 
Marxist-Leninists among the workers and 
small peasantry. Political repression always 
has as its primary objective intimidating 
the weakest elements, with the aim of 
ending all Marxist-Leninist activity. But 
this is a poor calculation on the part of 
the ruling class. It is precisely under diffi
culties that the best revolutionaries are 
forged and the spirit of true communists 
develops.

Within five months after Romain Le 
Gal was imprisoned, the mass protests 
brought about his release. The attitude of 
this militant communist before the police 
and the capitalist courts has been exem
plary and has contributed to the important 
victory which his release represents. In 
the struggle against repression, the French 
Marxist-Leninists rely on the mass struggle, 
leading the workers, small peasants, repre
sentatives of other social strata of the peo
ple, and personalities from various sectors.

Could you tell us something about the 
present struggle of immigrant workers in 
France?

The immigrant workers comprise an 
integral part of the French working class. 
The Marxist-Leninists consistently support 
their struggles. These struggles deserve pro
letarian internationalist solidarity inasmuch 
as they are not only workers in France, but 
representatives of the third world and vic
tims of racism as well.

More than 20,000 immigrant workers 
are presently waging a rent strike against 
the Foyers Sonacotra, a prison-like immi
grant housing project. Since its start, their 
strike has had the political, ideological and 
material support of the Marxist-Leninists. 
As a result, the immigrant workers have 
been able to compare the treacherous acti
vities of the revisionist leaders and have 
now publicly and clearly rejected them.

What is more, most of the leaders of the 
immigrant workers’ struggle are becoming 
Marxist-Leninists themselves. In their sup
port of the immigrant workers, Marxist- 
Leninists have always followed a funda
mental principle—absolute non-interference 
in the workers’ decisions and internal af
fairs. In this regard, the Trotskyist sects 
are completely discredited among the 
immigrant workers for trying to impose

JACQUES JURQUET

their own point of view. The immigrant 
workers do not wish to be manipulated, 
and the Marxist-Leninists do their utmost 
to avoid such practices. For several months 
now, the relations between the immigrant 
workers and the French Marxist-Leninists 
have been excellent.

Today there is more than one party 
calling itself Marxist-Leninist in France. 
What efforts have been made to unite 
into a single party of the proletariat?

The unification of groups who identify 
themselves as Marxist-Leninist began some 
time ago, but has taken on new dimensions 
in the la:t year or so.

Naturally, this process Cannot avoid in
tense class struggle. The various Trotskyist 
formations in France made a tremendous 
effort to obstruct the development and 
prevent the formation of a single Marxist- 
Leninist party. Except for the inevitable 
persistence of certain small groups domina
ted by petty-bourgeois ideology, particular
ly around certain universities, the unifica
tion process is advancing concretely and 
positively.

At this time, the two most important 
formations are the PCMLF (Communist 
Party of France, Marxist-Leninist) and 
the PCRML (Revolutionary Communist 
Party, Marxist-Leninist), which originated 
from a split in 1970. They are making effec
tive efforts to reach unity. They have 
jointly organized various demonstrations, 
the most recent being a memorial march 
paying homage to Chairman Mao at the 
Wall of the Martyrs where the revolution
aries of the Paris Commune were executed. 
They are engaged in political discussions in 
order to draw clear lines of demarcation.

What are some of the lessons you have 
drawn so far in this struggle for Marxist- 
Leninist unity?

Here are some lessons derived so far. 
Marxist-Leninists must systematically re
ject all subjectivity in order to understand 
each other and make their discussions 
concrete. They must practice the method 
prescribed by Mao Tsetung: “unity- 
criticism-unity.” They must not fear the 
criticism of others and must know how to 
make their own sincere self-criticism.

The formation of a single, unified 
Marxist-Leninist party in France is on the 
way. This corresponds to the express will 
of the working class and the masses of the 
people. The problems which still face us 
are no longer fundamental problems- 
they are tactical problems, which should 
be overcome in the coming year.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER

Opportunists p
The International Situation Conference, 

organized recently by the opportunists of 
the Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP), 
has drawn condemnation from many 
revolutionary circles but has been praised 
to the skies by Trotskyists and the Guardian 
centrists.

In the Dec. 1 issue of the Guardian, a 
newspaper exposed for its anti-Marxist and 
anti-China stands, the editors called the 
RCP conference “a step in the direction 
of intelligence and proletarian internation
alism.”

Of course, the Guardian has long used the 
principle of “proletarian internationalism” 
in an opportunist way. The Soviet interven
tion in Angola, for example, was praised as 
proletarian internationalism, as were other 
forms of so-called revisionist “aid.”

The Guardian’s use of these terms 
to describe the recent conference can only 
confirm the RCP’s continued drift right- 
ward into the arms of anti-China concilia
tors of modern revisionism.

The conference, billed in advance as a 
debate between the “four lines” on the 
international situation in our movement, 
turned out to be a platform for Trotskyists 
and other opportunists to attack China’s 
foreign policy. RCP leaders themselves re
ferred to the leadership of the Chinese 
Communist Party in degrading and insulting 
terms.
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ONE STEP FOf

L e n in  o u t l i i  

c o m m u i
This is the fourth in a series o f Call arti

cles summing up the main lessons o f  One 
Step Forward, Two Steps Back, written by 
V.I. Lenin in 1904. All the member groups 
o f the Organizing Committee for a Marxist- 
Leninist Party are now studying this book. 
Readers are invited to send in their com
ments, questions and articles based on their 
own study.

Pages cited in this study are from the 
Progress Publishers edition, which is avail
able from The Call for $1.50 each. See also 
Lenin’s Collected Works, Vol. 7, p. 203.

This section o f the study focuses on Sec
tion I,pp. 55-77, “Paragraph 1 o f the Rules. ”

The main struggle that unfolded at the 
Second Congress of the Russian Social- 
Democratic Labor Party in 1903 centered 
around what kind of organization the party 
was to be and which class interests it would 
serve. The congress had been called to re
store organizational unity in the party and 
put an end to a period of small circles and 
internal disunity. Without a single strong 
center, Lenin argued, without unity of will 
and action, the party would be unable to 
bring the most class conscious fighters into 
its ranks and lead the working class to 
victory.

The debate over Paragraph 1 of the rules, 
between the majority (Bolsheviks) led by 
Lenin and the opportunist minority (Men
sheviks) led by Martov, hit at this central 
question. Lenin maintained that the party 
should be as “organized as possible,” admit
ting into its ranks only “such elements as 
allow at least a minimum o f organization. ”

Martov, in opposition, proposed that in
dividuals be allowed to “proclaim them
selves” party members. This would have 
opened the door to an array of intellectuals 
and professors who, in fact, would not have 
submitted to party discipline.

It is in this section of One Step Forward 
—which refutes the Menshevik line on party
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B IR D S  O F A  F E A T H E R

Opportunists praise RCP conference
The International Situation Conference, 

organized recently by the opportunists of 
the Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP), 
has drawn condemnation from many 
revolutionary circles but has been praised 
to the skies by Trotskyists and the Guardian 
centrists.

In the Dec. 1 issue of the Guardian, a 
newspaper exposed for its anti-Marxist and 
anti-China stands, the editors called the 
RCP conference “a step in the direction 
of intelligence and proletarian internation
alism.”

Of course, the Guardian has long used the 
principle of “proletarian internationalism” 
in an opportunist way. The Soviet interven
tion in Angola, for example, was praised as 
proletarian internationalism, as were other 
forms of so-called revisionist “aid.”

The Guardian’s use of these terms 
to describe the recent conference can only 
confirm the RCP’s continued drift right- 
ward into the arms of anti-China concilia
tors of modern revisionism.

The conference, billed in advance as a 
debate between the “four lines” on the 
international situation in our movement, 
turned out to be a platform for Trotskyists 
and other opportunists to attack China’s 
foreign policy. RCP leaders themselves re
ferred to the leadership of the Chinese 
Communist Party in degrading and insulting 
terms.

The third world countries were de

scribed in workshops as “puppets of impe
rialism,” and Marxist-Leninist parties in 
Europe and other parts of the world were 
openly slandered.

Even long-time spokesman for inter
national Trotskyism, Ralph Shoenman.gave 
one of the main speeches. Shoenman pre
faced his denunciation of China with con
gratulations for RCP’s “democracy” and 
the “breadth of the conference.”

Marxist-Leninists, including the October 
League and other members of the Organi
zing Committee for a New Communist 
Party, were not granted this same kind of 
“democracy.” Instead, RCP leadership 
whipped up cheering sections to hoot and 
howl at every defense of Marxism-Lenin
ism, China and the third world.

What really brought forth the applause 
from the Guardian centrists, who for some 
unexplained reason refused to openly en
dorse the conference, was the RCP’s line 
that the international movement should 
direct its main blow at the U.S. rather 
than at the Soviet social-imperialists.

RCP’s view is that the working class in 
the U.S. has only its own national tasks 
and is not part of the international move
ment against the two superpowers. This 
view is connected to its generally chauvinist 
stand on domestic matters, such as their 
defense of the anti-busing movement for 
school segregation.

The OL opposed the RCP’s view of the

“main blow” at the conference. While 
showing that the overthrow of U.S. impe
rialism is the aim of our revolution, OL 
speakers and other communists and anti- 
imperialists exposed the USSR as the 
more dangerous of the two superpowers.

The RCP line, which also aims its attack 
on the genuine communists of various 
countries, is an echo of the stand that the 
Guardian centrists have held for years. It is 
characterized by paying lip service to op
posing the Soviet social-imperialists but in 
practice defending their aggression and 
attacks on the third world.

The Guardian editors were also pleased 
to hear representatives of groups like 
Italy’s II Manifesto and Party for Demo
cratic Unity of the Proletariat (PDUP). 
Both groups, comprised of centrists and 
Trotskyists, were invited by the RCP to 
speak for the Italian workers.

This uncomfortable but growing alliance 
between the RCP phony anti-revisionists 
and the Guardian centrists is revealing the 
overall bankruptcy of the line of the RCP 
to many people, including a section of the 
RCP’s own rank and file.

The praise being heaped upon the 
RCP by some of the worst enemies of the 
working class should serve to educate those 
who still place their hopes on the RCP 
leadership to build a real Marxist-Leninist 
party in the U.S.

Lenin

S tudy  
M arxism - 
Leninism

ONE STEP FORWARD, TWO STEPS BACK (4)

Lenin outlined basic principles of 
communist organization

This is the fourth in a series o f  Call arti
cles summing up the main lessons o f One 

I Step Forward, Two Steps Back, written by 
I V.I. Lenin in 1904. All the member groups 

o f  the Organizing Committee for a Marxist- 
Leninist Party are now studying this book. 
Readers are invited to send in their com
ments, questions and articles based on their 
own study.

Pages cited in this study are from the 
Progress Publishers edition, which is avail
able from The Call for $1.50 each. See also 
Lenin’s Collected Works, Vol. 7, p. 203.

This section o f  the study focuses on Sec
tion l,pp. 55-77, “Paragraph 1 o f  the Rules. ”

The main struggle that unfolded at the 
Second Congress of the Russian Social- 
Democratic Labor Party in 1903 centered 
around what kind of organization the party

E
® was to be and which class interests it would 

serve. The congress had been called to re
store organizational unity in the party and 
put an end to a period of small circles and 
internal disunity. Without a single strong 
center, Lenin argued, without unity of will 
and action, the party would be unable to 

1 bring the most class conscious fighters into 
its ranks and lead the working class to 
victory.

The debate over Paragraph 1 of the rules, 
between the majority (Bolsheviks) led by 
Lenin and the opportunist minority (Men
sheviks) led by Martov, hit at this central 
question. Lenin maintained that the party 
should be as “organized as possible,” admit
ting into its ranks only “such elements as 
allow at least a minimum o f  organization. ” 

Martov, in opposition, proposed that in
dividuals be allowed to “proclaim them
selves” party members. This would have 
opened the door to an array of intellectuals 
and professors who, in fact, would not have 
submitted to party discipline.

It is in this section of One Step Forward 
—which refutes the Menshevik line on party

membership—that Lenin outlined the basic 
principles of communist organization. These 
are the very principles which guide our 
work today in building a new party.

Stressing the objective differences in de
grees of consciousness and activity among 
the workers, Lenin explained that the par
ty “must not be confused” with the entire 
working class. The party must be a vanguard 
organization, like the general staff of an ar
my, made up of the most far-sighted, active 
and class-conscious fighters.

To fail to make this distinction between 
the party and the class, as the opportunist 
Martov did, was to negate the leadership 
role of the party and downgrade communist 
tasks. The vanguard’s constant duty, Lenin 
emphasized, was to raise the consciousness 
of the masses and to carry out revolution
ary education, continually training new 
leaders and preparing the masses for revo
lutionary struggle.

Lenin further pointed out that Martov’s 
right opportunist line, by confusing the par
ty with the class and letting “every striker” 
be a party member, would weaken the trade 
unions. The trade unions had to be built as 
the broadest possible organization of work
ers who could be united in struggle. Through 
communist work in the unions, Lenin said, 
the party can exert influence over the broad 
masses and can win them to follow and sup
port the party’s leadership. The broader 
the unions, Lenin stressed, “the broader 
will be our influence over them.”

As the Marxist-Leninists in this country 
unite in order to build a new vanguard 
party, opportunists like the Menshevik Mar
tov have come forward to oppose the unity 
trend and the efforts of the Organizing 
Committee.

These modern-day Mensheviks, like 
MLOC and Workers’ Viewpoint, have 
cooked up party-building schemes which 
reflect their fear and contempt for prole
tarian organization and discipline. MLOC’s
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call for “joint program-writing,” for exam
ple, is an open invitation to intellectuals to 
“proclaim themselves” members, just as 
in Martov’s Paragraph 1. Similarly, Workers’ 
Viewpoint has insisted that the party be 
built “on the ideological plane .’’ liquidating 
the difficult and necessary task of forging 
concrete organizational unity.

Both these opportunist groups insist on 
the obvious truth that political line is deci
sive in building organization, but, like Mar
tov, they use this as the pretext for liqui
dating the crucial organizational tasks of 
party building in this period.

The opposition raised by today’s anti
party bloc stems from their petty-bourgeois 
class outlook. Like the Mensheviks against 
whom Lenin argued, these intellectuals 
seek to defend the interests of their own 
class, the petty-bourgeoisie, which is charac
terized “by individualism and incapacity 
for discipline and organization.”

The party-building schemes of the anti- 
party bloc would lead to a flabby, unstable 
and anarchistic party, a Menshevik party. 
Only a centralized and organized vanguard, 
made up of the most conscious working- 
class fighters of all nationalities, can suc
cessfully lead the fight for socialism.

Questions:
1. What does Lenin mean when he de
scribes a communist party as being the 
“sum of organizations”? How does this 
contrast with the Mensheviks?
2. How do Lenin’s organizational poli
cies embody the view of the party as the 
vanguard or “advanced detachment” of 
the working class?
3. Martov and the opportunists argued 
that Lenin’s organizational polices would 
cut the party off from the masses. What is 
the correct relationship of the party to the 
masses and to mass organizations, especially 
the trade unions?
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and as a reserve of the new Marx- 
ist-Leninist party among the 
youth. The relationship between 
the CYO and the new party which 
is presently being formed will be a 
central focus for discussion at the 
convention.

The draft program also clearly 
demarcates the CYO as part of the 
international trend of Marxist-Le- 
ninists who are opposed to the re
visionists, social-imperialists and 
their various youth fronts, such as 
the Young Workers Liberation 
League (YWLL) here in the U.S.

The proposed program puts for
ward militant opposition to both 
superpowers, the U.S. and the So
viet Union, and characterizes So
viet social-imperialism as the “main 
source of a new world war” be
cause it is “a newcomer to the im
perialist feast.” It gives full support 
to the revolutionary struggles of

the third world countries and to 
workers and oppressed people 
everywhere.

The CYO draft program up
holds the right of self-determina
tion for all oppressed nations and 
full democratic rights for all op
pressed nationalities, and specifi
cally supports self-determination 
for the Afro-American nation in 
the Black Belt South and regional 
autonomy for the Chicano people 
in the Southwest.

In the section on women, the 
program puts forth the demand for 
an end to “every instance of op
pression of women” and views this 
oppression as “a product of 
class society which can only be eli
minated with the abolition of 
classes.” It states that the struggle 
for women’s equality is a “com
ponent part of the struggle for 
socialism.”

The program also has sections 
on education, jobs and culture for

Black students 
strike in 

South Carolina
St. Matthews, S.C. Over 2,000 Black students have been out 

on strike since November 2 at St. John’s and St. Matthew’s high 
schools here. They are protesting the administration’s selection of 
two white homecoming queens to represent the schools which are 
89% Black. Usually one Black and one white representative are 
chosen for activities.

Students have maintained that they will not go back until 
the principals at both schools and the superintendent of the Cal
houn County School District have been dismissed.

Black students have also demanded that teachers whose child
ren are enrolled in the exclusive, all-white Calhoun Academy, set 
up in 1971 to avoid school integration, not be allowed to teach in 
the public schools. Many white students at the schools also back 
this demand.

To graduate, students can miss no more than 30 days of school. 
This absentee limit will expire this week. Federal funds were cut 
off to the schools Dec. 7. But students are remaining firm in their 
demands despite pressure from the state at all levels.

HOLIDAY GIFTS 
AVAILABLE FROM 
LIBERATOR PRESS

In Defense of 
the Right to 

Self-Determination
by Carl Davidson

Carl Davidson's series from the Guardian 
newspaper demonstrates that the demand 
for political power is essential to the Afro- 
American struggle and refutes the distortions 
of the national question in Guardian editor 
Irwin Silber's earlier articles. $1.25

NEGRO 
liberation
H u m  HAKWOOO

Negro Liberation
by Harry Haywood

Originally published in 1948, this impor
tant work by a leading Afro-American com
munist examines the conditions of exploita
tion and oppression of Black people and 
traces the root cause to their existence as an 
oppressed nation. $3.00

Include 25^ per item for handling.
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Box 7128,
RRESS\^

,11.60680

young people as part of its overall 
struggle against capitalism.

While the program is only in 
draft form, the hundreds of CYO 
members and supporters around 
the country are working to sharp
en it, adding their own amend
ments and criticisms. The various 
proposals will be discussed fully 
during the convention workshops. 
These will focus on such topics as 
the International Situation, Party

Building and the CYO, Gary Tyler 
and Culture. Other workshops will 
be held on the CYO Newsletter, 
Building a Local CYO Chapter 
and the Struggles of Young Work
ers.

Speakers at the convention will 
include representatives of several 
international parties and organiza
tions, including a representative of 
Azania’s Pan African Congress, 
which is leading the struggle

against white minority rule in 
South Africa.

The CYO’s second convention 
is shaping up as the most impor
tant meeting in its history and one 
of great significance for the whole 
communist movement.

Messages o f  greetings can be 
sent to: Communist Youth Organ
ization, P.O. Box 5698, Chicago, 
III. 60680.

NURSES V IC T O R Y . . .
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ting among in-hospital patients 
and, at one point, a small crowd 
of 30 patients charged the ad
ministration office demanding a 
settlement favorable to the nurses.

In an interview with The Call 
just prior to the settlement, a 
Filipina nurse with 18 years on 
the job, stressed the lessons 
workers had been learning in the 
course of the strike. “This kind of 
strike is healthy for the working 
class,” she explained, “because 
it shows that the working class 
has power, that they need us, 
and that we have a lot of support 
from other working-class people.”

The final negotiations began on 
Dec. 9 supervised by Circuit Court 
Judge Raymond K. Berg who lit
erally held the nurses’ representa
tives hostage. He threatened them 
with further contempt charges if

a settlement was not reached.
Even while negotiations con

tinued, the media hailed the settle
ment proposal. Papers like the 
Chicago Sun Times ran headlines 
declaring, “The strike is over!” 
This maneuver was aimed at un
dermining what was expected to 
be a very strong opposition to the 
contract offer by the nurses.

Haughton and his allies also 
praised the settlement to accelerate 
a back-to-work movement. Chief 
among Haughton’s scab allies was 
the revisionist Communist Party, 
who echoed his line. Revisionist 
spokesman and doctor Peter Or
ris jumped on the news of a pos
sible settlement and immediately 
began congratulating the nurses 
for ending their strike.

But the leading fighters in this 
strike weren’t buying his revisionist 
trash. “I voted against ratifica
tion,” said one striker, “and so

did most of the Filipina nurses I 
talked to. We were united and 
real militant. We gave up a lot and 
weren’t ready to settle for what 
they offered.”

An October League leaflet dis
tributed just prior to the vote de
nounced the forced bargaining 
methods and united with the 
strong opposition sentiment 
among the nurses.

“We forced a lot of concessions 
from Haughton,” another nurse 
observed, “and even though I was 
against ratification, going in as a 
unified group is a victory, too. 
We’re going to keep ward organi
zation going, and if they take 
reprisals, we’ll take action.”

The battle for decent health 
care and union rights at Cook 
County is far from over, but the 
nurses have set a militant example 
for workers here and around the 
country.

M ATERNITY BENEFITS . . .
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the average benefits fall drasti
cally below standard benefits for 
any other kind of injury or illness.

The denial of benefits has its 
greatest impact on working-class 
families. Women in many of these 
families, especially among the op
pressed nationalities, are either 
heads of households or provide an 
essential portion of their family 
income.

For this reason, the demand 
for paid pregnancy leave and other 
maternity benefits has won strong 
support among workers. Recent 
polls show that a large majority of 
both men and women workers 
favor company-paid maternity

benefits. Such protection is clearly 
in the interests of the working 
class and is provided in socialist 
countries where the workers hold 
state power:

In China, for example, women 
receive paid maternity leaves be
fore and after childbirth and free 
hospital care. Infant nurseries and 
childcare in the factories permit 
them to re-enter production with
out hardship.

The U.S. capitalist class, by 
contrast, uses pregnancy to attack 
women’s rights. The Supreme 
Court decision, just as last month’s 
decision to deny women the 
right to bring a sex discrimination 
suit against an employer for sexual 
assault, is only one part of a pat

tern of increasing attacks on 
women.

The capitalists, in this period 
of crisis, are trying to drive wo
men out of the work force. Legal 
decisions of this type can only in
crease women’s burden as “last 
hired and first fired.”

Inequality and discrimination 
are increasing during the present 
economic crisis because they are 
basic to the capitalists’ drive for 
profits. In spite of courtroom 
setbacks, however, women workers 
at G.E. have vowed to continue 
pressing their demands. Their 
fight for maternity benefits is an 
important front in the struggle for 
women’s equality.

‘Walter Birdwell’s 
Free Again’
Walter Birdwell's free again, did you read it in The Call?
They dropped the trumped-up charges, dropped them one and all. 
The people won a victory, we set our comrade free.
Support came in from all the land, support from you and me.

The victorious strug
gle to free Walter Bird- 
well, the Houston postal 
worker who defended 
the Prairie Fire Book
store against shotgun- 
toting Klansmen, is be
ing celebrated by peo
ple all over the country. 
M.G., a Boston reader, 
submitted this song to 
share with the many 
people who followed 
the Birdwell defense ef
forts from week to 
week in The Call.

The meeting was in Houston town, one September night,
To pay respects to Chairman Mao, and carry on the fight.
The Klan attacked with rocks and guns, the people answered back. 
Wounded one slimy Klansman, and drove o ff the fascist pack.

The cops brought charges on our friends, called a Grand Jury in to meet. 
They got no facts from the comrades there—no one would even speak.
The cops and mayor made it dear: they didn't mind the Klan.
They wanted to stop our movement's growth, and Birdwell was their man.

A brave Chicano lad stood up, Godinez was his name.
Went to jail for keeping mum, but kept mum all the same.
The Call began a mass campaign, and messages rolled in:
"Free Waiter Birdwell, Mayor, Investigate the K lan!"

Walter Birdwell's free again, /  read it just today.
This shows the people's power against the system's way.
The victory's for the working class, for folks like me and you.
Keep fighting now. Let's raise our voice: "Free Gary Tyler, too!''

Free Gary Tyler, Ronnie Long, free the Marshalls right away.
Victims o f national oppression, we want them free today.
We won't stop there, we’ll organize, and before we're through,
We'll build the Fight Back, CYO, and the new red party too!
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