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WATERGATE AND CHILE MEANS-

BOYCOTT
THE
ELECTIONS!

Watergate proved that elections are rigged.

Chile proves that elections can kill—that is, that elections
can be used to pacify the working class into an impotent and
passive position, without either arms or effective organisation,
its neck at the chopping-block, awaiting the murderocus axe of
the faschst counter-revolution.

Without the organization of the working class for the united
revolutionary struggle for power, there will not only be more
Watergates, more collapse of the capitalist "business as usual®,
more rot in the decaying corpse of bourgeois society as a whole,
but there will also be more Chiles, more slaughters of the

preliminary period of "softemning-up”, Kremlin-directed "Popular
Fronts", illusions about petty-bourgeois "radical® leaders, like
Allende,along with confusion about the violent organs of the
state, the army, police, etc., and all-pervasive parlismentary
cretinism. More Watergatss. and more Chiles, capitalisa

us all, the toiling peoples of the whole world, into the pit

of its destruction—unless there is revolution.

In the so-called "United States of America®, they tore open
the ballot boxes and found that they were stuffed with momey,
with bribes and pay-offs, and that they were bugged, a farce
which is even more farcical because everybody knew it anyways.

In Chile, it is not farce, but bloody tragedy, that unfolds
as the ballot boxes are torn away, together with the so-called
"constitutional legality" of Chile, to reveal the baycnets,
machineguns, tanks, and recently-purchased, with Allende's
approval, fighter planes of the fascist military, integral and
undivided loyal servants of the entire bourgeoisie.

Acrosssthe long border from Chile, in Argentina, electioms
are once more, but in slightly different forms than in Chile,
serving the bourgeoisie, foreign and native alike, in the most
useful way--heing used to both divide the revoluticmary forces,
most importantly the working class itself, and gather the forces
of counter-revolution, political and military. A large section
of the would-be revolutionary movement, as in Chile, but with
much less "justifiable" excuses, has given to Peron the weapons
which he needs to slaughter them, the political initiative,
the trust of large numbers of workers, the allegiance of the
radical intelligentsia, and the time and place, for Peron
personally to decide, for the mass slaughter of the revolutionary
left, the Marxists, genuine and phonies alike, for the "emergency
measures" which he has been threatening from the
to impose, measures which can only mean intensive slave-labor,
the destruction of even reformist labor bodies, and a Brazil-
type maussive sucking of the whole country dry by world banks
and mperialist governments.

Everywhere, the capitalist elections mean mass propaganda and
the virtual artificial projection.of "public opinion® by
government-dirscted agencies of psychological zarfare, in this
country ccatained within the gemeral CIA network, to pripare
successive campaigns of further enslavesent, speed-up, and
general exploitation of the entire working population, campaigns
which very often are not reflected in the elections themselves
in even the slightest manner, Thus, for the elections, a special
series of staged "controversies" are fabricated, "special issues”
and "vital concerns”, which are fed through the multi-form
mass media communications of all kinds to the population, issues
which are calculated to play upon the backaard, diviaive,
chuuvinist and essentially bourgeois ideology preveiling for
the moment, issues ahich distort or deny the real class issues,
that is, the question of revolution or counter-revolution which
i_aip:t. before the people of the world in tais period of gemeral
crisis..

(Continued on p. 2)
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STATEMENT OF CLASS WAR
ON THE TENTH NATIONAL CONGRESS
OF THZ COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA

1. m-ummmrmuummdm
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severe setback for the Proletarian Revolutionary Line in the
C.P.C. and is in fact the culmination of a process over the
past couple of years which has and partially
liquidated the historic gains achieved in the course of both
the Polemic against modern revisionism and the Great Proletarien
Cultural Revolution.

2. The Tenth National Congress, the shortest and most secretive
national congress ever held by the C.P.C., signals the imminent
crisis of the "three-in-cme" revolutionary committees, whereby
a temporary alliance was achieved between the New Organs of the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (Red Guards, Red Rebels,
and rebel general headquarters), the Left faction in the People's
Liberation Army (represented by Lin Piac), and the Party and

3. The Tenth National Congress also signals the temporary
victory of the right-opportunist "detemte” policy in foreign
affairs, a policy with which Chon En Lai has been intimately
associated. In the documents and statemcnts of the Teath

4. Likewise, the Tenth Hational Congress is the first actual
public statement by the Chinese leadership on the so-called
Lin Piao~Chen Pota "plot". The mamner in which this "affair” has

his personal domains, the State Council and Foreign Ministry,
such as the Chiness Embassy in Ajglers, which was the first
reported source of the "Lin Piao affair.® Furthermore, aince
around the time Lin Piao was alleged to bave been killed in an

Central Committee of the Party. And, grea

suspicions, is the singular fact that Mao Tsetung himself did
not even address the Tanth National Congress, snd that, since
day 20th, 1970, he bas not made any public statements, including
about wither the eatry into the United Mations, the "Lin Piac
affair”, or the Party congress itself. In-the past, it has been
believed that such silence, at important Party affairs, etc.,
was considered to be a form of symbclic protest, but surely

ymbolic test 1 eded at this time!
more than rym protest is ne 2 el -



Election Boycqtt CONTINUED B2 MW . oco0 i THE TENTH CONGRESS — COMTINUED

In the Mayoralty Elections this November in New York City,
and in the continuing rigged furces which the capitalists will
stage over the coming years, right up until the moment when they
find that even the elections cannot contain the class struggle
any longer, and that they must resort to the iron fist that lies
inside their "democratic" velvet glove, the only revolutiamary
position is to agitate and organize for the Election Boycott,
for the anti-parliamentary and extra-parliamentary class struggle
of the proletariat for state power.

To those, who, like the Labor Committees, through their Labor
Party electoral campaigns, declare "Ne will not spread illusions
about capitalist state power, we will use the elections against
those who run them, who stage them" we answer—How is this
different than those who say "We will take money from the
government of foundations and use it against thea" ? It is
because we sincerely consider the comrades of the Labor Committees
to be gemuine revolutiomaries that we must polemicize against
thea on this question of the "tactics" of using the electioms,
which always manages, with numerous historical examples, to
"51ip" into an overall strategy, a general line, and a prevail-
ing, essentially hustling, outlook, corroding and corrupting
the developing revolutionary cadres and their activities. Even
in your own propaganda for and about your election campaigns,
we notice the tendency to say "we will take over the government"
when, of course, as relatively "orthodox" Marxists, you recognize
the need to smash the capitalist state machine, creating an
entirely new revolutionary state power of the armed proletariat.
However, these "slips of the phrase" are now joined by comrade
Chaitkin's proclamations that the Labor Party can actually win
the elections in New York ! Such grave errors of estimation of
the actual disposal of forces at presemnt, particularly the
absence of a centralized rewolutionary party in the Leninist
sepse, raise the expectations of the cadres to a point, which
when unsatisfied; can result in backwargd, slides into
pessimism and under-estimation of forces at some future point.

We consider that all the energy of all the "left-wing" parties
in =11 the "protest campuigns" and "third-party" efforts camnot,
altogether, have as revolutionary an effect as a single, nation-
=ide Election Boycott campaign, put forward as a united-front
srgunizing effort to assemble the advunced workers from every
section of the workingclass, prepering both the basis for the
indispensible centralizedyrevolutionary Marxist Party and the
New Orguns of Struggle for power. Such a campaign has never
been attempted in recent times—Class War does not pretend to
wage such a nation-wide campuign at this time, we are developing
a general polamics on this question, including the diverse
historical precedents of debate on this question, which we hope
will provoke a wider discussion, resulting in a firmer grasp,
of the vital juestion of State And Revolution, of which elections
are a part.

In fact, altaough this ignored by practically every single
"historian" of every political tendency on the left, in the years
1919 and 19.0, the Communists in this country, affiliated to the
Communist International, had an official policy of boycotting
the capitalist elections, and organizing outside and against
the capitalist government. The chief slogans put forward in the
elections of 1919 and 1920 by both the Communist Party and
Communist Labor Party were "Boycott the elections !" The organ
of the Commmnist Party of America, The Communist, October 4th,
1919 declared :

nAt the moment when it is necessary to strengthen the mass
action tendency of the proletariat, as at this moment, it
becomes necessary to boycott the electioms, as the Bolsheviks
boycotted the elections for the second Duma in 1906."

Right now it is necessary to "strengthen the mass action
tendency of the proletariat" as opposed to the divided reformist
tendency. We must strengthen the tendency to unite across the
most difficult barriers, typified in the class-solidarity
exhibited in Attica, in the most developed of the so-called
nr{ota", in the Generul Strike in France May 1968, and in the
numerous morld-wide expressions of the struggle of the working
class everywhere for its omn centralized socialist state power,
its own armed dictatorship against the capitalists, and its om.
world-wide collective developement of every productive force,
but especially itself, ourselves, in a conclous seizure of
control over history.

Fe raise the call to Boycott the Elections in this country
togetner with the irreconcilable Marxist-Leninist program of
tae Dictatorship of the Proletariat. Against the state power
of thne capitalists, imperialists, bankers, and bloodsuckers,
there can only stand the state power of the armed and organized
working class. By this manner, we oppose ourselves to all the
petty-bourgeois anarchist, syndicalist, situutionist, or other
would-be Manti-state" activity typical of these elements, which
opposes to the capitalist state its imbecile notions of the
decentrulized "commune", Soviets without Bolsheviks, as similar
elements culled for in the Kronstadt rebellion, a return to
primitive rural existence, gr othor such idiocy.

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM

DON’'T VOTE—=REVOLT!

\

5. A further clue tp the situation is presented by the makeup
of the Politburo and Central Committee as elected in the Tenth
National Congress. The Left forces, represented mainly by
Chiang Ching, Yao Wen-yuan, and Chang Chun-chisg, (the last two
having been leaders in the Shanghai Commine end January Revolution
in 1967) have been greatly reduced in power, removed from any
effective decision-making positions. In their place, the
"newcomer", Wang Hung-wen, a protege of Chou En Lai, who can
hardly be considered to really rank third in the collective
leadership bodies, as implied in the reports on the Congress.
But it.is the return of the Liu Shao C§i men, the Teng Hsiao-
Pings and Ulanfus, that really signals the process underway.
Eventually, the left forces, who, es; Chiang
Ching, have always been most closely associated with Mao Tsetung
himself, will have to stop letting theaselves be used as "token"
representatives of the revolutionary masses, will have to
exorcise their revolutiopary right to rebel, and strike domn

the bureaucrats who have usurped the revolutionary power.

6. The right-opportunist turn has also rauised the most serious
errorc in relation to the struggle against modern revisionisa.
Since the end of 1971, Peking Review has begun to include
Rumania in the list of socialist countries, and even worse, has
referred to the so-called "Rumanian Communist Party" as a
fraternal Marxist-Leninist Party. At the same time, the Communist
Party of China did not even send any representatives to the
Sixth Party Congress of the Albanian Party of Labor in Hovember
of 1971, an unprecedented act, since, the Albanian Party has
since the late '50's and the Polemic against Soviet revisionisa
been eonsidered the closest fraternal party. The inclusion of
the notorious extreme right-revisionists of Rumania, in no way
representative of the interests of the Rumanian proletariat and
people, in the camp of socialist comtries and fraternal parties
represente a grave deviation from the Marxist-Leninist line of
the Great Polemic of the 1960's, which resulted in an entirely
new situation in the international workingclass movement, giving
rise to a whole new world-wide alignment of revoluticmary
Communists and anti-revisionists, with which Class War is proud
to be assoclated through our origins and gemeral political line.
Every indication points to a gigantic revolutionary upsurge of
the proletariat and oppressed peoples in the revisionist-ruled
countries, including inside the social-imperialist U.S.S.R., an
upsurge that is bound to come very soan,snd for which the Czech-
oslovak uprising in 1968 qnd the Polish workers' uprising of
1970 will prove to be only rehearsals. Ceaucescu and his clique,
so palsy with Nixon, Golda Meier, etc. and riding rough-shod on
the backs of the Rumanian proletariat, will not escape the fate
of all the parasitical bureaucracy, their destruction in the
storms of the Second October.

7. Far from representing the end of the process begun in the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution of 1966-1969, the Temth
National Congress actually stands at the beginning of the second
great outbreak of proletarian struggle under socialism in China,
the second great Struggle-far-Power betseen the revolutianary
masses and the bureaucracy, the bourgeoisie-in-embryo. In 1966,
in a letter to Chiang Ching, Mao Tsetung said that the next
Cultural Revolution will come in either 1973 or 197, at least
once every seven or eight years. The bourgeoisie all over the
world is heaping praise on Chou En Lai for 'stabilizing' China,
for "quelling” the Red Guards, for his "realism" and "pragmatisa?.
But the world situation will not let things rest, either inside
or outside China. The comments by Chou £n Lai to the extent that
"the world is in disorder" reveal the bankruptcy of the bureap-
cracy in the face of the general crisis, their inability to
either understand or act upon the actual events of this period.
!i:ﬁ.:;: all the talk about "irresistible historical trends®

5 t the bureaucracy cannot even envisage a possible aciive
rols to take in the present situation—for them, the "trends',
whether good or bad, are beyond their, or our, interveantiom,
as revolutionaries, as sections of a world-wide movement.

8. At the same time as we criticize the Tenth National Congress,
we must also point out the important gains made through the
struggles of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, because
it is precisely these gains that are threatensd by the opportunisa
of the bureaucracy. The system of revolutionary committees at
the base, in the factories, communes, and schools, shers, it
must be noted, the role of women is stsadily growing, on:lﬂw
general egalitarian attitudes and traditims in the People's
Liberation Army, the revolutionized health system, and the high
political level achieved during the past decade of complex
struggles of various kinds, all of this stands in opposition to
the intentions and initial policies of the bureaucracy. The
comaittees at the base have a rotationu. system of participation,
allowing the greatest number of workhrs, peasants, and soldeirs
to make and carry out decisions. However, the higher you go un
in the levels of power of the system, the less this is true, up
to the upper-most péint where seventy and eighty-ycar-old

cadres maintain the same posts they have held since Liberation
in 1949. This confrontation, between the revolutionary masses
and the bureaucracy, is the main reason shy there have been no
massive rallies or demonstrations of any kind in Peking

Shanghai, or other major cities, even for May Day or Ocz.obor 1st,
allegedly to "avoid waste", actually to prevent the large-scale
coucentration of organized masses, including political debates,
exchange of experiences, and other extensively democratic
activity which characterized the Great Prolstarian Cultural

-Revolution. The bureaucracy aims to decentralise the power of

the masses at the same time as they centralize their omm,
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NATIVE AMERICAN QUESTION

AND THE
PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION

as a secondary in thefr tact and
wars. The peoples of Morth America had reached
different levels of upper stages of

of the gentes form of social organizatiom.
The hivasion of Euppean (settlers) moving tward behind tant

program of genocide, together

ation to the low point in 1901 of 269,388 and to the higher
population according to the 1970 U.S. census of 792,000. Thus
the consolidation of the Native American societies was cut short
in the most direct and brutal way.

The nation, in a scientific approach to history, is defined by
J.V. Stalin as a "historically constituted:stable community of
people formed on the basis of a common language, terrotory,
economic life, and psychological make-up manifested in a common

class to the market. The culture of a people is also a #ital
consolidating factor for the nation developed from the hi
conditions of werious peoples, and actively
fors to their way of life. These factors taking place uithin a
common terrdtory are all required to build a nation, and to
develope national conciousnmess, fully-developed bourgeois concious-
ness. But the Mative American tribes were interrupted early ia
their developement toward a nation and prevented from foraing
these features and especially the key dynamic, a common economic
life. It is initially through the thrust of doveloping capitalisa
that the relatively independen’ economic units of feudal or

tribal social relations are broken for the more unified and
efficient form of the natiomal state.

i
:
;

(* This sketch of developement of Native American prehistoric
culture is drawn from the work of the anthropologist Lewis Hemry
Morgan who, although not a Marxist, applied the method of historicel
materialism to his research of kinship systems among the Hative
Americans and derived the sequence of social forms in humanity's
early bictory based on the developement of the "successive arts of
subsistence”, Morgan's book, "Ancient Sosiety" provided the besis
for F. Engels' book "The Origin of the Family, Private Property,
and the State” which focused on the thecretical meaning of Morgan's
work and carried tirough the materialist interpretaticn of

history to its application to present-day class society.)

The Hative American struggle in the U.S. has not tended

i
the internstional economice, politics, snd
capital, Although the Native Americen people were mot cssimilated
as ¢ nation by world capitel

messure of independent economic developement or politicsl self-

The assimilation of matiogs by monojoly cspitalise however ico
historically progressive and provides s materiel foundution for
:.d developement of socielism

ications and b Jedk

no means & democratic process nor does it represent equali
of nations, but obviously breaks down into w“’-dopmzd
nations. In this period new movements btreak cut furiously against
the ravages of imperielism on econémicslly undevelojed peoples,
but thé possitdility to comsolidate an independent home merket
under the leadership of the local bourgecisic grows more snd
moye remote in the face of imperiaslist finance cspital, intrigiey
and military power.

It 1s for these reasons, though, that the progrecsive aspect
of monopoly cupitalism in history is & source of error and opp-
ortunism in the cutlook on the nutional gquestion. Memy overlook
the oppressive busis for this capitalist essimiletion snd arrive
at the conclusion that to support struggles for matiomel l1iber-
etion is to support bourgecis movements, which split the worid
working class and coom these naticos to capitalist
exploitetion. But false internationaliss tuilt o nationsl
privilege iz just es the bourgeoisie would have it. The proleterist
must witbout question fight the hardest sguinst national oppress-
ion end struggle for the revolutionary equality of mations wnd
sovereignty of peoples. This struggle of the proletarist takes
a negative form since to actively support the nations] descnds of
a particular bourgeoisie would be to demy the primery importince
of the cless struggle over the nutional Guestion. This error is
repeatedly made by those who csll themcclver comsunists, but
give uncritical supjport to every nationsl zovement snd bowrgeols
naticnalist leader.

Among nationc already formed, as described above, the struggle
against pationnl opprecsionm end imperirlist exploitstion must bLe
leé by the proletariet of the oppressor nation particulirly—te
fail in thic woulcd be to split the sorkers of the opprecsed
nation from those in the opprecsor natiom, »nd thus deliver those
forcer to *he bourgecis leaders of that maticmnul sovement. The
proleteriet of the oppressed naticn on the other hand must take
the lend to establish the struggle again:t izpericlise on an
international bacis by forming etrong ties and orgrnizstions
with workers of the oppressor natice.

In the concrete case of the Native Americenc, 1t woulc be
incorrect to strictly follow the sbowe type of relationship
since the Native Aserican people bave not formed the foundations
of & nation on which & politicelly-indepemdent movesment for
self-ceterninction can be bused. The Native Americens heve smany
§f their people become jroletariens in fhe U.5. ac » whole though
and it is on this besic thece peorle will join the larger working
cless struggle, Dot s & seperute naticn DUl £5 an OjfFecied
sector of the clase. The etruggle of the Netive Americens for
economic progrece, democratic rights, end culturel freecos casnol
be uchievod under copitalism mor sdll any reel lend refors. Only
under zocislisz cen gemuine regionsl sutonomy be athievec.
Velustle land sust be given teck to the Native Americen peoglc
es ¢ shole to develope industrielly with the help of the whole
proleteriet in order to emrich the livec of pecple mho heve Leen
culturally and econosicelly deprecsec under capitslirz.

Today the Americen Indien Movement (AIN) ic the lergest and
moct well-known orgenizstion develo,ed ot of the Native
iserican struggle. It hae been cuccescful in tringing together
individuale end mesbers of the curviving tribes ecroce the
country in recent confrontetions with the U.S. govermmest. These
struggles have been militant and "illegal® anc focusec om
demands such ac rectorstion of tresty-seking suthority with
the U.S. government, land refors, end cultural imtegrity,
investigstions by liberal semators into government dealings with

\Ccontinaed La as
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(continued from previous page)

Bative Americans, ‘the custer of Dick Wilson and other Bureau
of Indian Affairs puppets, and improved heajth and educatiomal
institutions. These ddemands may sound big but they are only a
plea for crumbs, or for small teforms within the contimied
general oppression of the Native Americans which the ruling
class is not about to materially alter, particularly in the
present world capitalist crisis. What is a more serious defect
of the AIM leadership than their reformism is their opportunist
goals of maintaining the Native American struggle as a seperate
movement di ted from iders® and in competition with
other oppressed sections of the working class bty }imiting their
methods to gaining sympathy and wimning public opinion, mainly
of the petty-bourgeoisie, in the Native Americans' favar.

Besides AIM's paticmmlism there are those Native American
leaders and witters on the question who issue a call under the
banner of culture for a retum to some imnate "Indian-ness® or
mystical "essence" of the Native American blood. This appeal is
a phenomenon or symptom of reactiomary, even fascist, ideology.
The net result of this outlook of cultural nationalism is the
importance of trihal solidarity om the limits of the particular
reservation as the key in dealing with economic and political
struggles for the developement of the Native American people.
The danger in this approach again lies in keeping the Native

even in many cases, but on their U.S. government reservations

as i1llustrated by the military confrontation and legal outsome
of Wounded Knee. This romantic call to the mythical culture of
the Indian "Noble Savage" was created by the Western bourgeois
culture and used to sxpropriate Indian resources. It is used
here again as a call backward to the past, and to deny the
social and material advantages brought by industrial developement
and scientific technology that are accessible to all the laboring
population, including the Native American people, under
socialism. This call to go backwards has been faithfully
answered by petty bourgeois youth of the counter-culture as

they mimic the Hative American stereotype in their quest for
"nature®, a quest taking them more and more in a fascist
directiom. }

Iz;erizlism doer not'permit the preservation or developement
of any culture except bourgeois nationael culture. The only
culturc that rerains for working people is Proletarien culture
which can only emerge uncer €ocizlism. Under socielism however
proleterien culturc does not exclude the existence of national
culture but cn the contrary stimulates the developement of

ts progressive aspects by overthrowing the cepitalist oppression
common to all subject peoples. Stalin describes thic process
teking plece in the Soviet Union in 1925: "Fe are building
proleterien culture. That is quite true. But it is also true that
proleterian culture which is socislist in content assumes different
forzme and modes of exprescion among the various peoples that have
been drasn into the work of socialist comstruction, depending on
éifferences of language, custems, and so forth. Proletarian in
content and nationul in form—such is the universal human culture
towards which socialism is marching. Proletarian culture does
not cancel national culture, but lends it content. National
culture on the other hand does not cancal proletarian culture but
lenés it form."

What then is the only alternative method of bringing about the
revolutionery change in the conditions of the Native American
reople as opposed to the reectiamary cultursl nationalist or
purcliy nationalist.methods ? The capitalists are presently
urloading their deepest economic crises on to the working class
through the use¢ of slave labor as implemented initially through
the pilot WIN (Work Incentive) program or workfsre. That the
capitslists first chose to dump welfure victims at slave wages
into tn\dai\mlon Jobs is not an uccident or an abttrary device
in their whole depression scheme. Cn the one hand the most
oppressed, the unemployed and welfare sector is already in a
forced position of dependance and vulnerability to the state
through its various sgencies and manipulation against the other
sectore of the working class, and on the other hand the chauvinism
end politicel backwardness of employed trade untonists will,
unless we organize correctly, not only permit workfare to be
fully implemented on a mass scele, but to develope a reactionary
"popular® acceptance of slave labor generally. Similarly alomg
with their almost complete political and economic domination by
the Federal agencies, there is the highest level of unemployment
emong the Native Americans over any other group in the working
class as & whole, and for these people to remain politically
isolated in this period as a strictly "Indian Movement" is to
precent a vulnerability on which the bourgeoisie will not fail
to ruthlessly capitalize.

The only correct method fighting this attack on the whole
workirg class, represcated by the various slave labor programs,
is to fight as & class, not as a community or a trade union or
a culture or any other subdivision of a class that already is
diviced according to varicus particular special interests by the
effects of the generul crisic. Right now is the crucial time to
expose the plens of the bourgeoisie and to organize as e class
in spite of the reconcilable contradictions within the class
bejuesthed to us under capitalist social relatioms. NUWRO, the
Nutionxl Unemployed end Welfare Rights Organization, organizes
on thic class-wice basis and is correctly fighting by its tactics
not only ageinst divisions in the class, egainst the working
cless' own backward conceptions of itself, but also is to out
imorledge the only movement at present.fighting concretely against
slave labor, the most dangerous threat to working people, in the
only way possible of succeeding by uniting employed and
uneaployed, unicnists and non-unionists, factory and commmity,

industry and industry. In our support for NUWRO we recognize the
limitation imposed on it by its formal program of reformist
demends for full productive employment, adequate,wages, and
expanded services at capitalist "expemnse", tut we do fully
support NUNRO's undeniebly revolutionsry content and organizing
tactics and potential to develope out of these limits as other
revolutionary forces enter and fight within it. NUWRO was formed
by the National Caucus of Labor Committees and a split of the
pro-workingclass forces led by Jeanette Washington out of the
collapsing "National Welfare Rights Organization" (WWRO), whose
remaining leadership of Faith Evans and Beulah Sanders enlisted
their services as welfare overseers for the government by
supporting the WIN program. NUWRO was built to Just as great

an extent on the awareness of the organizers who experiemced over
the last few years the limitations and defeats of a narrow welfare
struggle, isolated and disconnected from its allies in the .
entire working class. This change in ocutlook rppresents an
important qualitative step forward for working class politics
and an actual defeat for the ruling class. The politically
principled strike support of a welfere workers strike by welfare
victims in spite of heavy but resolvable antagoniems, in addition
to providing a concrete force in that particular dispute, goes
further in undermiring the divide-and-conguer rule.of the
bourgeoisie than all the results, for the most part counter-
productive, of organizations that fight "racist ideas” as

ph di ted from their material reality in imperialiem.

Right now the revolutionary task before the Native American
people in fighting imperialism is to take that vital step of
building strong ties within the working class. The bourgeoisie has
shown what future it has for all working people. No illusions of
reform should remain within us. The means to our mutual develope-
ment and prosperity ie socialism and the closest voluntary
alliences are necessary to achieve it.

There is though a wide gap between the economic, political,
and cultural levels of the Native American people and other
sections of the working class, especially for those remaining on
the tribal reservations with their dehumanising conditions of
life. The effects of hundreds of years of oppression on a people
cannot be eliminated by passing a law "g teeing® equality.
The fundamentsl conditions of oppression must be removed by

o only correct method inm
accomplishing this developement and tramsition of a people from
primitive forms of economy to fully expended industrial techmology
without drastic or undesirable social upheavals is a form of
regional autonomy. Land with valuable resources should be sélected
for this region or regioms by the Mative American people with
consideration of history, homelands, and social and ecomomic life.
The basis of developement of these regiocns and their resources
must be economic cooperation with the center of the workers' state.
Regional autonomy provides flexibility in the degree of develope-
ment and the extent of local political administration. This
autonomy should provide in any case for the creation of local
schools, courts, and admiristrative bodies conducted in the
Native American dialects by people recruited from the region
and femilimr with the culture. In this way the greatest possible
advencement can be realized by the Native American peoples in
the most efficient and natural way without destrofing their
culture but by revitalizing it in a socialist context. At this
point a very clear and critical distinction must be drawn between
the fundamental character of regiomal autonomy under socialisa
ed the government-grganized counter-insurgency "community control®
programs under capitalism. In the one case the form of regionel
autonomy is designed for peoples with a distinct social 1ife and
economic autonomy but all forms are based on actual territory

* and most important the region is contsined within the central .

soclalist state. On the other hand all current programs of
"cu-:nnitio czml" bd.nu:.orgmioi“ud snder capitalist rule,
contrary some s revolutionary-sounding slogans

serve the bourgeoisie by dividing the working class and pizung
one section against the other in fatal competition over ever-
tightening jobs and programs for "local developement®, sponsored
by mmicipal, state, €ederal, and even private egencies. These
progrems and jobs are always awarded to those working people
whose g ppointed "lead bid the lowest on their
lives and labor (as evidenced by Baruka, Dick Wilson, Fuentes,etc.)
Instead of developing ecomomically-backward areas as regional
autonomy under socialism is designed to do, commmity control
under capitalism is to organize ghettoes and reservations
to police themselves while their human resources are being

sucked dry by the capitalists.

Monopoly capital is at preseat exploiting the last untapped
amso!‘n:&ml;ltbhmhtmﬂmurﬁ- These
arcas are > pany cases, the homes of the few remaining
aboriginal peoples living in their matural ways, who have been
eitber untouched by civilization or who have taksn rofuge from it.
Thetr-adouadn-ndsofuplmulltmﬂnmtpouﬂh
Toute to the highest profits and the aboriginal peoples, such as
the Eskimoes of Alaska, the tribes living in the Amazon forest,
and the Aborigines of Australia present an obstacle to capital
that will be sritten off at their lowest possible costy, gepocide
in some cases, extreme forced-labor exploitation in others. The
only force shich cen intervene in this process to preveant these
peoples'degeneration and their own is the working class. We are
now in the historical position to take control of the productive
forces of society before they are destroyed by capitalism is its
decay. Alcne, the aboriginal peoples cannot survive. The creation
of sotialism through world-wide proletarian revolutionary
organization and struggle is the only event which will permit
the aboriginal peoples to flourish and preserve the best of their

-culture, and to take an active part in this historical process

instead of extinction or conm
pooples. tinual existence but as subject
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‘Whither China
t ?
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this draft to the issuing source before the 20th.

A soldier of the Steel 319 Corps,

“Seize Military Power” of Sheng-wu-lien,
First Middle School, Red Rebel Committes.
January 12, 1968

When the counteroffensive in the struggle against the adverse current reached
July, August and September [of 1967], the people of the whole country had &
sense of vigorous growth, believing that there was hope of the Great Prole-
tarian Cultural Revolution being “carried through to the eod,” and that all
traditional ideas that fettered the mind of the people would be cast aside.
However, an adverse current of counterrevolutionary reformism appeared
after October at the upper levels and desctnded below. An atmosphers of
class compromise [in place of class struggie], calling for “an end to the first
cultural revolution,” suddenly becanie intense. Again, the people of the whole
country were bewildered. The educated youth and students in particular, by-
Mm“ﬂmmhhhﬁhmmm“m
shall we do? Whither China? The establishment of the “Ultra-Left” Com-
mune was for the sake, first of all, of answering this solemn question.

Tomﬁmm.hhmn'mn-qﬁ
very rich expetience and lessons brought forth since 1967 by the greatest rev-
olution in history, principally the expesience of great significance created by
the “January Storm” and the “August partial domestic ary war” [in
msmdﬁuy,ﬁh-lyﬂadb-b'mm
for convenience, this.shorter term will i-2 ts.d in this translation].

(1) The Scientific Prediction
Coatemporary China is t§ focus of world contradictions, and the center of
the storm of world ution. As regards this crucially important subject of

Where China is going, the greatgeacher of the world proletariat, Comrade
Mao Tse-tung, has outwardly made only an abstract prediction.

Just before the world-shaking Great Proletarian Cuitural Revolution was
to rise from the east with the force of a thunderbolt, Chairman Mao, with his
great all-embracing proletarian feclings, announced to the world that China's
first Marxist big-character poster “is the manifesto of the Peking Peoples
Commune in the 1960's” [PR, No. 6 (February 3, 1967), p. 13]. It was these
words that announced the official beginning of the vehement development
among the masses of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. These words
also showed that Chairman Mao “wisely and with genius foresaw the emer-
gouce of a brand-new situation in our state organs” (Red Flag, No. 3, 1967,
editorial), that is, political organs of the Paris Commune type. In the January
Revolution, Chairman Mao again proposed the name “Peopies Commune of
China.” That meant that, as an ultimate result of the first Great Cultural Rev-
olution, China would advance in the direction of a “Peoples Commune of
China” :

However, because the revolution had developed at the time only to & very
lJow level, historical limitations enabled almost no one to understand the ulti-
mate goal of the first Cultural Revolution as pointed out by Chairman Mao.
People regarded this statement of Chairman Mao as words of general praiss
and gradually forgot it.

Even before the Cultural Revolution officially began, Chairman Mao, in
his famous May 7 Directive [1966, in PR, No. 32 (August 5, 1966), pp. 6-7:
sections in bold type], had already depicted the contents of this new type of

structure—the “Peoples Commune of China.” But people in general
regarded the sketch in the May 7 Directive as an idealistic “communist uto-
pia.” Everyone thought that it was not practical to take the May 7 directive
as the immediate goal of our recent struggle. At present it is only part of the
educated youth that keep reciting the May 7 Directive, and loudly deciare
that they want to fight for realization of the May 7 Directive. They realize
that only the new society sketched in the May 7 Directive, which is different
from the existing society, is the society in which they will gain liberation. But
even among the educated youth, there are many who think it impractical to
realize in the near future the kind of society described in the May 7 Directive.
It is truer to say that their energetic publicity about the May 7 Directive is
self-consolation for their dissatisfaction with reality, than it is to say that they
are striving with full faith for the realization of the May 7 Directive.

Chairman Mao's scientific has left a utopian impression in peo-
ple's minds. This is in accord with the fact that class struggie has not yet de-
wveloped to an acute and high stage. The development of ncw productive forces

tion has left people with the impression of being purely 2 utopian dresm of
the besutiful future? Peopie belicve that China will pass pescefully into the
society depicted in the May 7 Directive.

‘What is the reality? “Peaceful transition” is only another name for “pesce-
ful eviution.” It can only cause China 1o drift farther and farther away from
the “Commune” depicted in the May 7 Directive, and nearer and nearer to
the existing society of the Soviet Utiion [which Sheng-wu-lien abhors]. What
Chairman Mao puts forward, ie., “revolution in which epe class overthrows
another” and “a great alliance of proletarian
from the capitalist-roadets,” solves the question of practical transition toward
the commune. The rule of the new buresucratic bourgeoisie must be over-
mwmh“nmumdﬂdp-.h
shouting about realization of the May 7 Directive, without any reference t©
power seizure and comp'ete smashing of the oid state machinery, will truly
be the “utopian”™ dream.

(2) The January Revolutionary Ssorm
!ﬂm-&ﬁmm'mmnhnhhu
true revolution, is, in the final analysis, a change of class. Therefore, the best
means of beightening the awareness of the masses and deception
dt_nn--hmue-ymh»mﬁhd-ﬂ
bave taken piace or are taking place in the revolution™ Let us follow this
nﬁ-ﬂﬂ:-mdhhhv&“hhﬁ
January Revolution, 30 23 to expose the deception of the masses with revo-
lutionary promises.

Mmeuhdeﬁl—ym—h
50 per cent of the senior cadres [of the Party] were made o stand aside. In
Hunan, Chang P'ing-hua, Chang Po-shen, Hua Kuo-feng and the like had their
power reduced to zero. At the Center [Peking], power seizure [by represents-
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flected in workers’ criticisms of changes enforced by the Red Guards |

This was the true content of the class changes in the January Revolution.
As a matter of fact, in this short period some piaces reafized, though not very
thoroughly, the content of the “Peopies Commune of China.” The society
found itself in a state of “mass dictatorship™ similar to that of the Paris Com-
mune. The January Storm toid peopie that China would go toward & socisty
which bad no bureaucrats, and that 90 per cent of the senior cadres had af-
ready formed a privileged class. The objective law of the deveiopment of ciass
struggie caused the majority of them o stand aside in Jasuary. The fact that
90 per cent of the senior cadres had to stand aside in the storm of the January
Revolution was certainly not an error by the “masses.” “The mases are the
u“'h*ﬂhu-ﬁ-ﬂ--ﬁyp
isBed: “very few received undue punishment ”

Facts as revealed by the masses, and the indignation which they brought
forth, first told the peopieé that this class of “Red” capitalists had entively be-

- come a decaying ciass that hindered the progress of history. The refations be-

tween them and the people in general had chasged from refations be-
tween leaders and the led, to those between rulers and the ruled and betwesn
exploiters and the expioited. From the relations between revolutionaries of
“mﬁ.ium-wm”—un-‘hoy

evitably be born amid the fierce flames. This objective law is the solid basis for
Chairman Mao's scientific—not utopian—prediction. At present, people do
not yet understand this law. It is natural, therefore, that this scientific predic-

pressed. The special privileges and high salaries of the class of “Red” capital-
ists 'were built upon the foundation of oppression and expioitation of the
broad masses of the peopie. In order to realize the “Peoples Commune of
China,” it was necessary 1o overthrow this class.

(continucs on neat page)
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The January Revolutionary Storm was a great attempt by the revolutionary
people, under the leadership of Chairman Mao, to topple the old world
and build a new world. The program of the first great proletarian political
[sic!] revolution was formulated at that great moment. Chairman Mao
stated: “This is one class overthrowing another. This is a great revolution.”
This shows that the Cultural Revolution is not & revolution of dismissing offi-
cials or a movement of dragging out people, nor a purely cultural revolution,
but is “a revolution in which one class overthrows another.” With relation to
the facts of the January Revolutionary Storm, the overthrown class is none
other than the class of “bureaucratism” formed in China in the last 17

There is no place here for reformism—combining two into one—or peace-
ful transition. The old state machinery must be utterly smashed. “Completely
smash the old exploitative system, the revisionist system, and the bureaucratic

The problems of system, policy, and guideline touched upon in the Janu-
ary Revolution mainly concerned such capitalist systems of labor employment
as contracted labor and temporary labor, as well as the revisionist movement
of going to the mountainous areas and the countryside.

At present, the “Ultra-Left” must organize people to sum up and to study
properly the multitude of things created by the January Revolutionary Storm.
‘These new things are the embryonic form of a new society, of the Paris Com-
mune type.

(3) The Revolutionary Committees
Why did Chairman Mao, who strongly advocated the “commune,” suddenly
oppose the establishment of the “Shanghai Peoples Commune” in January?
This is something which the revolutionary peoplg, find hard to understand.

Chairman Mao, who foresaw the “commune” as the political structure
which must be realized by the first Cultural Revoluti ddenly proposed:
“Revolutionary committees are fine!™

Revolution must progress along a zigzag course. It must go through a pro- :

longed course of “struggle—failure—struggle again—failure
again—until final victory.”

‘Why cannot communes be established immediately?

This is the first time the revolutionary people tried to overthrow their pow-
erful enemy. How shallow their knowledge of this revolution was! Not only
did they fail consciously to understand the necessity to completely smash the
old state machinery and to overhaul some of the social systems, they also did
not even recognize the fact that their enemy formed a class. The revolutionary
ranks were dominated by ideas of “revolution to dismiss officials” and “revo-

(4) The February Adverse Current

The force and intensity of the January Revolution caused the bureaucrats to
carry out a hurried usurpation of power. Contrary to their usual attitude, they
adopted the most urgent and savage means of suppression. This proves nega-
tively the intensity of the “redistribution of property (of means of production)
and power” resulting when 90 per cent of the senior cadres stood aside in the
January Revolution. The tragic consequences of the February Adverse Cur-
rent also prove the correctness of Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s prediction that
“there can be no immediate victory.” .

The “Red” capitalist class gained an almost averwhelming ascendancy in
February and March [1967]. The property (of means of production) and
power were wrested away from the hands of the revolutionary people and re-
turned to the bureaucrats. In early spring, in February, Lung Shu-chin, Liu
Trzu-yun, Chang Po-shen, Hua Kuo-feng, and bureaucrats throughout the
country and their agents at the Center, wielded unlimited power. It was their
heydsy, while the power of the revolutionary people’ dropped to zero. More-
m,lnpmbu:olmolnﬁourypoplemtbmmmnﬁq
-state organs—public security, procuracy, and judicial organs—controlled by
the capitalist class.

Intoxicated by his victory of February-March, Chou En-lai—at present the
chief representative of China’s “Red” capitalist class—hurriedly tried to set
up revolutionary committees in all parts of the country. If this bourgeois
plan had been achieved, the proletariat would have retreated .to its grave.
Therefore, without waiting for the establishment of all the revolutionary com-
mittees, the Central Cultural Revolution Group [of Chiang Ch'ing, etc.]
gave orders at the end of March to launch a counteroffensive. From then on,
the great August Storm began to brew.

In the struggle to hit back at the February Adverse Current, the important
sign that the revolution had entered into a higher stage was that the problem
of the army really began to be touched upon. During the January Revolution,
the revolutionary people had very childish ideas on the problem of the army.
They thought that as soon as the local capitalist-roaders were overthrown, the
armed forces would unite with the revolutionary people in accordance with
Chairman Mao's order for union from the upper to the lower levels. The
bloody facts of the February Adverse Current made the people aware that
the upper-to-lower order alone could not bring about an implementation of
Chairman Mao's intentions in the armed forces. The common interests of cap-
italist-roaders in the armed forces and those of local capitalist-roaders would
make it impossible for the army to carry out Chairman Mao's revolutionary
line. It was necessary to carry out cultural revolution from the lower level

lution to drag out people.” The wisdom of the masses had not yet developed
to the degree at which it was possible to reform society. Therefore, in the final

ralysis, the fruit of the revolution was taken away by the capitalist class [of
the China of 1967].

Any revolution must naturally involve the army. Since a Red, capitalist
class is already formed in China, the army of course cannot detach itself from
this reality. Yet the January Storm did not in any way touch on this vital
problem of all revolutions—the problem of the army. Thus it may be seen
that the [January] Revolution lacked depth and remained at a low stage of
development. The degree of maturity of the political thought of the revolu-
tionary people also was in conformity with this low level revolution—it, too,
remained at a very immature stage.

At this kind of time when complete victory is impossible, to try to achieve
real victory is Left adventurism. In light of the inevitability that the capitalist
class will seize the fruits of the revolution, the correct strategic policy is to
enable the people to forge their political and ideological weapon in struggle
at a higher stage and, through the ebb and flow of the revolution, to prepare
their strength for winning the final victory. Otherwise, if “communes” are
established while the masses have not yet fully understood that their interest
lies in the realization of “communes” in China, the “communes” will be com-
munes in name only, and in reality they will be sham “communes,” essentially
the same as the present revolutionary committees in which power is usurped
by the [Red] bourgeoisie. :

Therefore, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the great supreme commander of the
proletariat, did not hesitate in the least to go against the dream, cherished by
immature revolutionaries, for the immediate establishment of communes. He
adopted the correct strategic policy, and at the same time called upon the
army to “Support the Left” [January 23, 1967]. “Support the Lefe* s, in fact,

Chai Mao's ing means of carrying out cultural revolution in the
The three-in-one bination is the of the Revolutionary

Committees. [What is meant is the informal alliance between Army, cadres,
and mass organizations which preceded the official formation of Revolution-
ary Committees.] Proposing the three-in-one combination is tantamount to
helping the reinstatement of the b already toppled in the January
Revolution. Moreover, the three-in-one bination will inevitably be a type
of regime for the [Red] bourgeoisie to usurp power, in which the army and
local bureaucrats will play a leading role. Chairman Mao also called the
revolutionary committee of the three-ir bination a “provisional organ
of power.” It is only a transitional form, and not the ultimate product of the
first Cultural Revolution. The ultimate product of the first Cultural Revolu-
tion will be the “commune” and not the revolutionary committee. . . . How-
ever, the aforementioned transitional form is necessary. To deny the transi-
tional form is Leftist empty talk.

upward in the army, and to rely on the people’s revolution—the locomotive
of progress in history—in order to change the antagonism between the army
and the people brought about by the control of the army by the burcaucrats.

The struggle since February has placed the grave problem of the army be-
fore the broad masses (previously it had been discussed only before Chairman
Mao and a few others). This is gradually providing the conditions for solu-
tion of the problem through the strength of the broad masses of the people. It
has been scientifically foreseen that in the new society of the “commune,” the
military force will be very differeat from the present-day army. The struggle
ﬁ::eFebmryhnembledthiliduofChahmmewumytomw
of masses.

(5) The August Local Civil Revolutionary War

Since the end of January [1967], the rebels have written many articles on the
problem of the armed forces. . . . Many articles discussing the problem of
the army are very immature and have great shortcomings. These Writings,
however, constitute a new thing which history will prove to be of significance.

How well Engels spoke when he commented on utopian socialism: “Let the
pediars of the circle of authors solemnly find fault with the imaginations which
at present can only make people laugh. Let them gratify themselves with the
thought that their strict way of thinking is superior to such mad ideas. What
makes us glad is the gifted ideological buds and gifted ideas that show them-
ﬁmmhmbybmm.wmmﬁdldww
things the mediocre people cannot see.”

There are two essential points in the articles about the army.

1. It is now seen that the present army is different from the people's army
of before the Liberation [i.c., before 1949). Before Liberation, the army and
the people fought together to overthrow imperialism, bureaucratic capitalism,
and feudalism. The relationship b army and people was like that of
fish and water [Mao's favorite picture for describing the ideal relationship
between guerrillas and the masses). After Liberation, as the target of revolu-
tion has changed from imperialism, b atic capitalism and feudalism to
capitalist-roaders, and as these capitalist-roaders are ‘power-holders in the
army, some of the armed forces in-the revolution have not only changed their
blood-and-flesh relationship with the people that existed before Liberation, but
have even b tools for suppressing the ion. Therefore, if the first
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is to d, it is y to bring
about 2 basic change in the army. The “Ultra-Left faction” has found the
basis for its thinking m Quotations from Chairman Mao. Chairman Mao . . .
has also pointed out that after the troops were kept in barracks, they became
separated frony the people.

2. It is now seen that a revolationary war in the country is necessary be-
fore the revolutionary people can overcome the armed Red capitalist class.
Thg lu:ge-scale armed struggle in August between the proletariat and the Red
capitalist class, and the local revolutionary war, proved this prediction. The
experience created by the local revolutionary wars in August is moreover un-

tcontinued on ezt pryle
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paralleled in history and very great. Contrary to the expgctations of the mass
.gmmmmmummmauwum
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larly in accordance with the pace of historical development. Local wars of
mmwmmhﬂnmhwﬂdﬂnuﬁdm~m
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; became a “move-
ment.” Its magnitude, and the power and heroism of the revolutionary war,
were so great that in that moment people were deeply impressed that “the
people, and the people alone, are the motive force of historical development.”

Fm.lhonﬁnw,medﬂesmhlmd'm“w.'
The power in most of the industries, commerce, communications, and urban
Lung Shu-chin, Liu Tzu-yun and their like and put into the hands of the revo-
lutionary people. Never before had the revolutionary people appeared on the
stage of history in the role of masters of world history as they did in August.
Primary students voluntarily-did the work of commudications and security.
Their brave gestures in directing traffic, and the pride with which “Storm
Over Hsiang River,” “Red Middle Committee” [See Document 5] and other

left an unforgettable impression with the people.

August was the time when the power of the revolutionary mass organizs-
mwyw,wmaﬂmdbm.htmdhmh
the second time, a temporary and unstable redistribution of property and
power took place. Once more, society tried to realize the great “People’s Com-
mune of China.” Once more, people tried to solve the problem raised in the
May 7 Directive, namely, that “the army should be a great school” and
“workers, peasants, and students should all study military affairs.” Fhis at-
tempt had not been made in the January Revolution. Before Liberation, the
army actually was a great school which maintained excellent relations with
the-masses, and which combined the roles of soldiers, students, civilians, peas-
ants, and workers. This was summed up by Chairman Mao. just before the
victory of the Democratic Revolution. Why then, more than ten years after
Liberation, should the question again be raised of improving army-civilian
relations, and “the army should be a great school™? As said in the preceding
paragraph, itis b after the Lib the army has undergone changes
and, to greater or lesser degree, has separated itself from the masses. As a re-
sult, this question is again put onsthe agenda.

The great pioneering act of the August Storm was the emergence of an
armed force [in addition to the Army] organized by the revolutionary people
themselves. This force becomes the actual force of the proletarian dictator-
ship (or dictatorship over the capitalist-roaders). They and the people are in
accord, and fight together to overthrow the “Red” capitalist class. The people,
instead of lamenting the fall of the Military Region command—a bureaucratic
organ—rejoice at it. Yet formerly they used to think they could not get along
without it. This fact has enabled the proletariat to foresee more realistically
where China’s army is going, and to envisage the armed strength of the new
society—the “Peoples Commune of China.” It may be said with certainty that
China will be a society in which the army is the people, the people are the
army, the people and the army are united as one, and th= army has shaken off
the 1 of the b .

(6) The September Setback

While people were rejoicing, boldly forging ahead, and loudly talking about a
“thorough victory,” the great teacher of the proletariat saw a new danger on
the horizon. Let us look at the content of this new danger!

On the one hand cven the “Red” capitalist class, owing to the nakedness of
its “February suppression of rebellion,” keenly perceived the inevitability of
its own defeat. After May, China’s “Rec™ capitalists changed their tactics. In
many places therc appeared a trend of cadres “making appearances.” One
after another, Red capitalists like Sung Jen-ch'iung in the Northeast and

Chang Po-shen in H g pires who used to ride rough-
shod over the peopl ddenly displayed “fervor” for the revolutionary
struggle of the slaves. Individually they declared support for the revolution-
ary in their bombard of the power-holders in the military region

or district commands. As at that time the revolutionary people had not yet
tried to overthrow the capitalist-roaders as a class, and as the proletariat and
the broad of lutionary people were still under the influence of the
doctrine of “revolution through dragging out people™ and “revolution by dis-
missal of officials,” peoplc believed that the purpose of the Cultural Revolu-
tion was the purging of individual capitalist-roaders and that it was proper to
use some of the revolutionary leading cadres (who were also burcaucrats) for

that the [Red] bourgeoisic would wrest the fruits of victory of the August
Storm. Meanwhile, owing to the b "_,,’ ion by the bourgeoisic and

by the revolutionary committees—a power organ during the transition to the
‘Commune”—had not yet begun. There was no [protracted] period of tran-
sition in which the “Red™ capitalists could fraudulently win the trust of the
people and suppress the people. The people therefore could not learn from
bloody facts that the capitalist-roaders were a class; and did not accept the
program of the first Cultural Revolution—a revolution of one class overthrow-
ing another. Thorough social revolution could not be carried out.

On the other hand, to realize the demand in the May 7 Directive for
changes in the asmy, it was necessary to carry through to the end the Cultural
Revolution in the field armies. It was also necessary to cause the field armies
to “support the Left.” As a matter of fact, without first launching an all-out
campaign of “supporting the Left” among the field armies, it would be Leftist
adventurism to carry out the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution among
the: field armies and try to win an immediate victory.

“There was also the problem of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in
the rural areas. If no revolutionary storm took piace in the countryside, no

To . seize the fruits of victory won by the proletariat in Aogust, and tura
umm*mmmumhy»

throw of the new bureaucratic bourgeoisie.

The August gun-seizing movement was great. It was not only usprece-
dented in capitalist countries, but also, for the first time in a socialist country,
it accomplished the fact of turning the whole nation into soidiers. Before the
Cultural Revolution, the bureaucrats did not dare actually to hand over arms
to the people. The militia is merely a facade behind which the bureaucrats
control the armed streagth of the people. It is certainly not an armed force of
the working class, but rather a docile tool in the hands of the bureaucrats. In
the gun-seizing movement, the masses, instead of receiving arms like favors
from above, for the first time seized arms from the hands of the buresucrats
by relying on the violent force of the revolutionary people themseives. For
the first time, the workers held their “own™ arms. Chairman Mao's inspiring
cail, “Arm the Left” [no such direct statement by Mao bas been found], was
the intensive focus of the courage of the working class. But the imsuapce of
the September S Directive [to return the weapons o the Army] completely
nullified the call to “Arm the Left.” The working class was dissrmed. The
bureaucrats again came back to power.

(7) The Political Enlightenment of the Prolesariat

The editorial of July 1, 1967 [in PD, taken from RF, No. 11] raised the ques-
tion of Party building. During the violent class struggie in July and August, &
very small sumber of “Ultra-Leftists” put forward the demand that the “Ul-
tra-Left should have its own political party.” It was feit necesssry to have the
basic level organizations of a revolutionary party in order to realize Comrade
lbfoﬂuhhﬂibum.umhm-
overthrow the new bourgeoisie, and to fulfill the task of the first Cultural Rev-
olution. In this way, the dream of a few intelicctuals in Peking in fhe initial
stage of the movement to rebuild a Marxist-Leninist Group became, for the
um‘muwmmduwm
“To make revolution, it is necessary to bave a revolutionary party®™ [It would
seem that the authors of the essay advocate the formation of “Marxist- Lenin-
r«-uuwwuumm.mmm.b
ot entirely clear.]

During the past several months, the class struggie bas entered 3 higher
mmmuwiwuummmwm&
ready accumulated the rich experi of “redi tion of property and
wmmmmmummmm
mhhmdhhwmwmmw
the Janoary Revoiution, for a grest revolution in China in which coe class

(continued oun next page)
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overthrows another. It is to “overthrow the new bourgeoisie and build a new
society without bureaucrats similar to the Paris Commune—the Peoples Com-
mune of China.” There is also the method, suggested in the August Storm, of
gradually bringing about revolutionary changes in the Army and of armed
seizure of power.

The reverses and the higher-stage struggle after September {1967] also tell
the revolutionary people why neither the January Revolution nor the August
Revolution*ended in thorough victory; why, after such prolonged struggie,
the fruits of victory were snatched ‘away by the bourgeois bureaucrats; why
the dourgeoisie was able to recapture-the assets and power which they had
lost in August; and why the courage ‘and pioneering cpirit displayed by the
proletariat in the January Revolution and August Storm was almost complete-
ly extinguished and submerged. The app > of a large-scale adverse cur-
rent tells people that all illusions about bourgeois bureaucrats, and all distrust
in the people’s own strength, must be completely abandoned; and that the
revolution of one class overthrowing another must be carried out. .
However, the Revolutionary Committee is a product of the “revolution -of
dismissing officials.” In Hunan, Chang P'ing-hua and Liu Tzu-yun were dis-
missed from office, but that did not remove the acute antagonism bétween the
ne.v bourgeoisie and the masses of the people. Moreover, a new situation of
acute antagonism has emerged bet the Revoluti y Committee Prepar-
mmepmdthepwplqlepmmtedbyShmgfwuﬁm.Amw
reactionary line, and a new adverse current of capitalist restoration, have again
appeared. A complete and stable “distribution of property and power” has not
been realized. The revolution of dismissing officials is only bourgeois reform-
ism which, in a zigzag manner, changes the new bureaucratic bourgeois rule
prior to the Cultural Revolution into another type of bourgeois rule by bour-
geois bureaucrats and a few representatives from several attendant mass organ-
izations. The Revolutionary Committee is a product of bourgeois reformism.
Problems cannot be solved by merely dismissing a few officials. Bourgeois
reformism will not work. The result of reformism—the Revolutionary Com-
mittee or its Preparatory n brings about a new bourgeois dic-
tatorship, which arouses even more violent opposition from the people. Events
in Heilungkiang, Shantung, Shanghai, Kweichow, Hunan, and other places
where revolutionary committees or preparatory groups for such committees
bave been established, have proved, or are proving that China cannot move in
the direction of bourgeois reformism through revolutionary committees, be-
cause that means capitalist restoration. China can only go in the direction of
the thoroughly revolutionary. socialism of the “Peoples Commune of China”
as proclaimed by the “Peoples Commune of Peking” of the 1960’s [see Mao's
uunentof)uﬁel,w&.mﬁonedinm;’ul]mpeopleshouldu
brought to understand this truth and to form their own resolution to carry it
out, instead of our determining it for the people. . . .

It is only whea all p are proved useless that the revolutionary peo-
ple will resolve to follow the most painful and most destructive, but also
thorough, road of true revolution. The struggle in the traniitional period of
the committees will inevitably disillusion the masses regarding
their cherished panacea of bourgeois reformism. . . .

The stage of struggle since last September has been educating the people in
this regard about the new phase.

As a result of the practice of struggle having gained rich experience and
having ‘entered a higher stage, the maturity of the political thinking of the
revolutionary people of China has also entered a higher stage. A new stream
of ideas, reviled by the enemy as the “Ultra-Left thought trend” (i.c., “over-
throw the new bureaucratic bourgeoisie,” “abolish bureaucratic organs,” “thor-
oughly smash the state machinery” and similar truths), wanders among the
revolutionary people like a “spectre” before the eyes of the enemy. The po-
litical-ideological weapon of the revolutionary people for winning the complete
victory in the proletarian socialist [sic!] great revolution has begun to appear
in a new form in the “Ultra-Left faction.” The Thought of Mao Tse-tung,
which is carrying out a new social revolution in China, will gradually cause
the masses to awake from all contradictions of the past. The revolutionary
people are beginning gradually to understand in practice why revolution is
necessary, against whom they make the revolution, and how revolution is to
be carried oyt. Revolutionary struggle begins to change from the stage of
spontaneity to that of consciousness, from necessity to freedom.

In the higher stage of the struggle since September, a higher stage of the
flery movement of educated youth has also appeared, as well as a higher

Mbymmworkmmdwmponrywolk&a.nhp.layxnmuﬁm- .

ulative effect in this stage of enlightening muddled thinking. . . .

When the revolutionary people enter from blindness into the stage of ea-
lightenment of political thinking, when Mao Tse-tung-ism forms an indepen-.
deat, positive, political current of thought among the masses, and its political
influence begins gradually to become a fact, the organization and establish-
meht of basic level organizations of the Chinese Communist Party—a political
‘party of Mao Tse-tung-ism—is put on the agenda by Comrade Mao Tsé-tung,
the revolutionary teacher of the proletariat. Comrade Mao Tse-tung puts for-
ward the principle-of rebuilding the Party and reorganizing the class ranks
under new historical conditions, i.c., “The Party organization should be
formed of advanced elements of the proletariat. It should be a youthful and
vigorous vanguard organization capable of leading the proletariat and the
revolutionary masses to wage struggles against the class enemy.”

The putting forward of this principle for the building of a revolutionary
political party—the Mao Tse-tung-ism party (Chinese Communist Party)—
that will lead the people to overthrow today’s class enemy—the new Red
bourgeoisio—proves that in order to fulfill the first true proletarian socialist
revolution, and 0 build in China the “Commune” delineated in the May 7
Directive, the existing Communist Party of China must undergo revolution-
ary changes. The convening of the 9th-National Congress of the Party is not

to settle completely the question of whither the Communist Party is
going [the Congress convened on April 1, 1969]. The political party that will
emerge [in the 9th Party Congress?] in accordance with the provisions prom-
wuuMC&nﬂCmmimeformhbﬂimion.mm

rebuilding of the Party (if such a party can be formed) will necessarily be a
party of bourgeois reformism that serves the bourgeois usurpers in the revolu-
um:ymnﬁMTbeeonvenin;otthoMPmyCmmwmbeonly.
Treflection of local “revolutionary committees” in the Central Committee dur.
can never thoroughly settle the question of whither China is going (the core
problem of which is whither the Chinese Communist Party and whither the
Peoples Liberation Army).

Whnlmnblevmymdmuy‘bemapodble.mtolmmm.
«eral questions will become salient.

1. The of the lution will assume prominence. The possibili-
ty of first winning true, thorough victory in one or several provinces, over-
muwodnuo(bunpohrdoﬂqim—(hendeofmoludomwm-
mittees—and reestablishing political power of the Paris Commune type, -will
become a ial problem if the lution is to be able to develop in depth
mw.mammpmmod.whum-ummm
taneous stage in which the unbalanced character of the revolution played a
decisive role in the development of the revolutjon.

2. To truly overthrow the rule of the new ari: cy and completely smash
the old state machinery, it will be necessary to go into the question of how to
¢valuats the past 17 years. This is also a major problem of fundamentally
teaching the people why it is Y to carry out the Cultiiral Revolution,
and what its final objective is.
S.Tomhtbemduﬁonrwiyvicwﬁmitwiubenmybm
hm%mmmmemfﬁWﬂh“ﬂrW
Question of the revolution™ requires that we make a new analysis of China’s
nduy.whﬂc“;mn'nnﬁonm'uhenuammotmdnud:m'
90 a3 to revise the class standings, rally our friends, and topple our enemies.
‘This series of new questions was raised by Comrade Chiang Ch'ing’in her
spoech on November 12, 1967 [full text in CCP Documents, Pp. 596-601].
This speech of Comrade Chiang Ch'ing announced the beginning of a new
stage, unparalleled in history, into which the Great Proletarian Cultural Revo-
lution has entered. Though this important speech dealt only with the literary
and art circles, “the revolution of literature and art is the vanguard of political
revolution.” The joyous reviving and burgeoning struggle among Chinese lit-
erary and art circles shows the direction which China’s revolution will take.
Actually, Comrade Chiang Ch'ing’s speech tells us that the revolution in the
prévious period . . . was basically dealing with problems in the Cultural
Revolution, and with the problem of the 50 days that shielded the past 17
years. It merely touched upon the charm that protects the bourgeoisie. It
tells us that the real revolution, the revolution to negate the past 17 years, has
basically not yet begun. . ..

The genesis and development of Hunan's Sheng-wu-lien represents promi-
nently the growth in strength of the proletariat since September. Shen i

. was i fact born of the experience of the Attack With Words, Defend With

Arms Headquarters (run by the people)—a form of dictatorship of the Janu-
ary Revolution. It is a power organ of mass dictatorship of a higher grade
than those of January and August. It may be compared to the soviets of the
January [and February, 1917] revolution in the Soviet Union [at that time
still Russia], when power was usurped by the bourgeoisie. The Provincial
Revolutionary Committee Preparatory Group also is comparable to the bour-
geois Provisional Government in Russia of that time. The contradiction be-
tween Sheng-wu-lien and the Preparatory Group is a new situation in which
“power organs of two systems co-exist” as the soviets and the Provisional

Government co-existed in the Russia of 1917. However, the actual power is

in the hands of the Provincial Revolutionary Committee Preparatory Group—
the bourgeois Provisional Government.

Sheng-wu-lien is a newborn sprout comparable to the of 1917. It
is an embryo form of a more mature “commune.” . . . This correct newborn
Red political power of Sheng-wu-lien will certainly mature and gather strength

(8) Refute the Reactionary “Second Revolution Doctrine”

mamunswloﬂ\emiomqwionofwlm@imhm;mm
which dominates the idcological field, is the reactionary “doctrine of second
revolution.” People’s minds arc greatly confused. Almost unanimously they
ny:'TbeTththulluanevoluﬁonmdooMynnmeh.Mil
nothing we can do except wait for the second revolution.” After the failure
of the Great Revolution [1924-1927], the admitted division of the country
under the warlords became the rule of “Commanders-in-chief of the Kuomin-
tang Revolutionary Army.” To in and prop up the rule of Chiang Kai-
shek, Ch'en Tu-hsiu's reactionary “sccond revolution™ was opportunely brought
forth. [Ch'en was the first leader of the Chinese Communist Party, who was
expelled in 1927.] The “doctrine of d lution” used the superficial
change in political power to deceive the people. It declared that imperialism,
b ic capitalism, and feudalism had been overthrown, that China’s
bourgeoisie had gained the political power, that the democratic revolution was
accomplished, and that we had only to wait for the [second, i.c.,] socialist
mduﬁm.mrucﬁmwm:dofﬂmughtmtoﬂydomimuhw
circles in the country generally, but also joyed iderable popularity evea
within the Communist Party.

However, the task of China's bourgeois democratic revolution £s deter-
uiaedpydnbu‘cconmdicﬁonsinChinaenoday—cbemmdieﬁonbe-
tween imperialism, b ic capitalism, and feudalism on one side, and
ﬁabto.dmneuo“hcpeoplc,onmeodm—mnotyululﬂhd.m
fore, despite the prevalence for a time of the ningly strong d revol
ﬁcg, the more vigorous and intensive development of the anti-imperialist,
anti-feudal people's revolution was still governed by an objective law that
hmchgngelwofdinxmmm‘swish.
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Similarly, the task that has to be accomplished at the “end” of the first
mwmmnwwuwmmu
nummummmammommmm
prescribed by these social contradictions, is carried out, the first Great Cul-
tural Revolution can never be brought to an end.

As said in the paragraphs, the basic social contradictions that gave
Tise to the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution are contradictions between
umuadnmmwmuumamMW
M_mdwammmmhndhm
thorough-changes in the society. This means overthrow of the rule of the new

| “Peoples

China.” This is the basic program and final goal of the first Great Cultural
Revolution. : >

As of today, are these basic contradictions of Chinese society resolved?
Has the objective of the first Great Cultural Revolution been attained?

MMM&M&WWMMMM
The old Provincial Party Committee and old Military District Command
bave become the * Committee” or “Revolutionary Committee
Preparatory Group.” The old bureaucrats continue, however, to play the

tion between Sheng-wu-lien and the “new political power” [ie., the Prepara-
mm].muuww-uiuhmuubyb
first Great Cultural Revolution, such as overthrow of the new buresucratic
bourgeoisic, changes in the armed forces, and the establishing of communes,
have not been carried out. Of course, such “redistribution of property and
power” was partially and temporarily realized during the January Revolution
ummummdmdmul—ym
and August Storm were basically usurped by the [Red] bourgeoisie. Social re-
formes were aborted. Social changes were not consolidated and fully realized.
And the “end” of the first Great Cultural Revolution was not attained. As
the masses have said: “Everything remains the same after so much ado.”

Since the basic social contradictions that led to the cruption of the first
Great Cultural Revolution have not been resolved but are becoming more
aﬂmmhmh-.hﬁu._h__(“l*hb
veloping more intensively and vigorously, in spite of the scemingly powerful
reactionary “second revolution doctrine™ which dominates intellectual circles
and dectives the masses with a superficial change in the form of political
power. This development of the Cultural Revolution is in accordance with
thndwdﬁvﬂnd—.m-h(u)

bourgeoisic hope to corrode the resistance of the revolutionary people with -

the doctrine of second revolution. But whoever supports their rule and sinister
scheme will certainly go bankrupt, just as Ch'en Tu-hsiu's “doctrine of sec-
ond revolution” was unable to save the Chiang family dynasty, and as the
powerful controls of religious thought failed to stop the disintegration and
collapse of the economic basis of feudalism. The new trend of thought (the
Uhmmﬁvﬁwdﬂhﬂvﬂ-dmuuhh
overcoming of apparently powerful traditional ideas, and the rotten, mummi-
fied doctrine of second revolution, will be the inevitable trend of historical
development.

The bourgeoisie [in general] always describe the political form of their
rule as most perfect and flawless in the service of the whole peopie. The new
who depend on them, are at present doing [in China] exactly that. They ig-
nore the provisional character of the “Revolutionary Committes™ while prais-
ing it nauseatingly. Marxist-Leninists must relentlessly expose the suppression

cally declare that the Peoples Commune of China is the society which we pro-
letarian and revolutionary people must bring about in the Cultural Revolution,
and must energetically make known the inevitable doom of the Revolutionary
Some people criticize us for wanting to reach communism in one step by
that a regime of the Pasis Commune type, as envisaged by Chairman Mao, is
a dream; and that all this is unrealistic before the realization of communism.
These people deliberately distort our views. We certainly de not wish to do
away immediately with classes, with the Jegal rights of the [remaining] bour-
geoisie, or the three major differences. This is indeed impossible before the
realization of communism. They are taken only as our highest program, not
our lowest. Qur minimum program calls for the overthrow of the rule of the
bureaucratic bourgeoisic and the narrowing of the three major differences.
It is of course not [yet] possibie to destroy the exploiting classes. After the
victory of the first Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, there will inevitably
be new class changes. It is these new class changes that will again lead to
new social reform, and so push history forward. . . .

People who criticize us in this way actually are saying that all our efforts
will be in vain, that society cannot take a new leap, and that property and
power cannot be “redistributed” but can only be somewhat altered. Forgetful
gentlemen! The January Revolution and the August Storm already did bring
about (although only temporarily and locally) a “redistribution of property

and power” and a qualitative leap of the whole society. Has that not already
shattered the gloomy liquidationist views you spread?

Cadres of the proletariat have not yet matured politically, and the revolu-
tionary people have not yet produced cadres with true proletarian authority.

Hence, we are almost unanimously condemned by people saying that we have

<

no use for cadres and want to make them all stand aside. . . .

We really believe that 90 per cent of the senior cadres should stand aside;
and that at best they can only be subjects for education and uniting. This is
because they have already come to form a decaying class with its own particu-
lar “interests.” Their relation with the people has changed from that, in the
past, between leaders and the led 1o that b ploiters and the exploited
‘b PP and the opp d. Most of them, consciously or uncon-
ciously, yearn for the capitalist road, and cherish and nurture capitalist things.
Rule by their class has completely biocked the development of history.

Is it possible, inftead of overthrowing this class, that they can be persuaded
to give up the vested interests derived from their bourgeois legal rights, such
as high salaries, and follow the socialist instead of the capitalist road? The
proletariat truly has made steady efforts in that direction. Chairman Mao's
extensive concessions to the bourgeoisie are the pure expression of these ef-
- forts. However, the bureaucrats have once again launched a counterattack,
and with increasing frenzy, pushing themseives closer and
closer to the guillotine. All this proves that no decaying class has ever been
willing voluntarily to exit from the stage of history.

In the new society of the Paris Commune type, this class will be over-
thrown. This was demonstrated by the iron-clad facts, so surprising to me-
diocre people, of the great changes in the January Revolution and the August
Storm. Those who will rise and take their place will be cadres with true pro-
letarian authority who will be produced naturally by the revolutionary people
in the struggle to overthrow this decaying class [of the Red bureaucrats].
These cadres will be members of the commune. They will have no special
privileges. Economically, they will receive the same treatment as the masses
in general They may be dismissed or replaced at any time at the request of
the masses. Such new cadres with [true] authority have not yet emerged.

However, such cadres will be produced spontaneously as the poiitical think-
ing of the revolutionary people grows in maturity. This is a natural result of
ﬁwwmdhw

(9) Refute the “Leftist” Doctrine of One Revolution

Some infantile revolutionaries of the revolutionary ranks suggest that there
is no first or second Cultural Revolution; and that the revolution should pro-
ceed until communism is realized. This is the “Leftist™ doctrine of one revolu-
tion. People who hoid this idea are very few in number and they have a low
political lovel. Chairman Mao's theory that the transitional period will be &-
vided into different historical stages is the best enlightenment for them. The
-revolution must necessarily be in stages. We are for permanent revolution,
and also for revolution by stages. . . .

Where China goes also determines where the world goes. Chins will in-
evitably go toward the new society of the “Peoples Commune of China.

If dictatorship by the Revolutionary Committee is taken as the final goal
of the first Great Cuitural Revolution, thesr China will inevitably go the way
already taken by the Soviet Union, and the people will again be returned ®
the bloody fascist rule of capitalism. The Revolutionary Comamittes’s road of

reformism is a dead-end.

This is because the present is the age of the great banner of Mao Teo-tung-
fsm; a great age in which imperialism is going downhill toward its debacle,

tion is only their chains, what they gain will be the whole worid!
‘The China of tomorrow will be the world of the “Commune.”
Long live Mao Tse-tung-ism!

The available Chinese text appeared in Kuang-yin Hung-ci'i [Canton Prinsing Sys
tem Red Flag), No. 5 (March 1968), pp. 3-6. This was & tabloid published by the
(mw)mmunﬁm-c—h
Our translation is from SCMP, No. 4190, pp. 1-18; sad

7, 1968) pp. 233-257.




STRUGGLE AGAINST
RELIGION!

On May 4th of this year, one-time would-be "radical leader”
Bennie Davis came to the Anderson theatre, in Manhatfan's Lo'ef

fascist ideology in the name of the "unity of Christ and Satan".
The Process, well-funded by the look of their slickly printed

East Side, with a message to all those demoralized and desp
youth, petty-bourgeois, lumpen, evem yourg workers, with a
message—CRAWL, Crawl and kiss the toe of the "living god".
Crawl and kiss -the boot of fasciem. Crawl in the "bliss" of
slavery and mass murder.

Some came to crawl and some came to gawk and some came to heckle.
But most of the hecklers in the Anderson theatre, maybe a third
of those present, had no real understanding of what the revival
of religion and cultism means, what the nature of the gemeral
crisis 1s today, and, most important of all, the perspective

of the proletarian revolution. Many of the hecklers were relics
of the SDS "New Left" which, soon after ritually expunging the
Progressive Labor from their midst, adapted to the counter-
culture rin most, if not all, its hideous aspects. They heckled
Rennie Davis becuase the same thing is happening to them, they
too feel the "pull®™ of the religious-cultists upon thea and they
are ill-equipped to understand, much less combat against, the
reactionary mysticicm which fills the air like the stench of
corpses. They hate Remnie Davis b he i5 emb ing to them,
he is only in the "vanguard” of that trend which so0 many of them
feel pulled into, that tremnd which can be described in no other
way than as fascism, comter-revolution. They too, the hecklers,
feel the need for some ”perfect master®, either in the form of
an individeel or in something else they can "plug into" to
relieve themselves of the responsibility for making the real,
serious, political, and ultimtely, world-historical decisions
which stand before us in this period. The hecklers, like the
worshippers, are submitting before the forces of reaction. The
hecklers, like the worshippers, were essentially hostile to the
agitation carried out by a small mmber of revolutionary
organizers who by literature and heated arguements attacked the
Guru Maharaj Ji, end the religious-cultist trend as a whole, as
a fascist movement in every semse of the word. (Class War was
the only political tendency present.)

The events in the Anderson Theatre were protected by a platoon
of police from the Ninth Precinct, including plainclothsmen,

as well as a fascist goon squad, selected from various rightwing
Martial Arts scemes, lined up in front of the stage. Thic is

the same element which fractured the skull of a person who hit
the Guru with a pie a few weeks later——religiously and cultist-
oriented Karate goons who represent an embryonic stormtrooper
element—today they protect the Guru, tomorrow they will break
strikes, help in hunting down and killing revoluticnaries, etc.,
all in a mental state of "blissful™ enslavement.

The frenzy in the Anderson Theatre is only the tip of an iceberg.
Throughout the rotting corpse of bourgeois society, the pus
gathers--Scientology, Hare Krishna, Rev Ike, Children of God,
Muslim "nationalists" and psychopethic Satanists, a fatal disease
contracted by society in its death agony, a life-consuming
poison which is shipped out by the ton all over the world to the
masses of people who join it out of fear and despair.and

out of simple suicide—a way to die quietly, to starve slowly
with struggle, without protest—..Ask the Guru, in his country the
reactionaries promote this as the "way of life".

But there is another aspect to the question aside from the
submission and passivity demanded by religion, a submicssion which
must, in the final analysis, be forced upon the basic population
by the capitalist class, at the risk of their being overthrown
by us, by the revolutionary workingclass and its struggle for
power, for a socialist society.

Many of the emerging cults perform a double service to their
capitalist backers. Not only do they spread their ideological
heroin, but many of these groups are recruiting and using people
in slave-labor and scab projects as part of the general "recycling"
of the eantire workingclass population, the forcimg of welfare -
recipients, methadgn addicts, etc. into previously minimum-wage
paying jobs, the forcing down of the oversll standard of living

‘of employed and wnemployed through slave-labor and speed-up, the
essentially fascist process which NUWRO has been organizing and
fighting against so effectively.

Such cults offer their converts as "volunteers" to work, usually
without any pey at all, in jobs previousl; held by even union
members. Sound too far-fetched ? So you think that these Jesus
freaks and funny-looking characters wearing robes and beads are
Just harmless ? You think—maybe they're better off praying and
fasting, better off than the kids shooting dope and killing each
other ? Actually, in the long run these religious and cultist
groups will prove more dangerous to the survival of the entire
workingclass than either the junkies or the street-gangs. Already,
hundreds of Yoga and ecology cultists do volunteer clean-up work
in Centrsl Park, work fermerly donec by municipal workers--zore
than 2000 perks employees have been dropped in the past couple of
years. Consider the "Process", also kmown as the "Church of tne
Final Judgement", a neo-nazi group, complete with swastike-type
emblea, black gnd purple uniforms and capes, originelly founded
by one Robert De Grimston in England, a group which promotes

gazines, pamphlets, and even books (one of these, entitled
simply "War" contains dozens of sickening atrocity photos and very
little text) now sponsors, through their groups operating openly
in nore than a dozen U.S. cities, a "Social Involvement and Communityp
Action" program, which, as the January 1973 issue of "The Processeans"
says: "runs an volunteer service to many local institutions)
including, as photographs and reports detail, hospitals, schools,
homes for the elderly, even mentally-retarded children !

Central to the outlook of these cultists’ groups is the idea of
the "apocalypse" and the "armagoddon®, which is their distorted,
religious, comnter-revolutionary viewm of the actual crisis, the
world-wide second depressiom and total collapse of all existing
social relations. They sense the coming, if not alrocady here,
collapse of society through their limited, backward, social exist-
ence, the exisitence characteristic of the petty-bourgcois as a
whole throughout the epoch of imperialism. They sense the class
struggle and they hide from it in a puddle of "universal bliss",
the shallos illusion of classless-nes3s to cover the reality of
powerless-ness, the characteristic of the petty-bourgeoisie in the
entire historical epoch of imperialism. But this "apoculypse"
mentality serves another purpose for the capitalist class. In
cultivating this outlook, the capitalist class instills in these
demoralized youth the diea that in the midst of the coming chaos
of the "second coming", or whatever, they can have some special
role, can perform some "divine task", can assume that "rightful
position® of authority which is theirs by right by virtue of
their "self-less devotion". What does this really mean ? It means
that in the event of a nation-wide General Strike, for example,
these religious and cultists maniacs will be enlisted, and will
be used themselves to enlist, battalions of scabs, to man "essential
services" in the main urban-industrial ceaters, including polico,
collect garbage, etc. It meana that in any revolutiomary upheavul,
and we are definitely in a period when such eveats aro highly
likely, if not inevitable, the cultists will be an auxiliary
police force for the capitalists, taking over functions to frse
increased numbers of police and military for repression. It

means that, in the form of the thousands of youth who are grouped
in the growing religious cults of all kinds, the capitalist class
has the core of a potential mass fascist moveament, to be used

to crush the working =lass and revolutionary movement, to police -
total slave-labor, murder the "exce3s unproductive population”,
and enforce capitalist rule in general.

One "Brother Gideon" of the "Proceas", explaining ahy he became
a member of the cult, illustrates the mentality of these groups:
"It wasn't that I believed the doctrine or becume obgessed with
the theology or loved the ritual, or even that it all mado sense
to m. No ! I felt at home, I couldn't stay uway. I camo back
to discuss and arguo even, but all I really felt was that the
Procass is where I felt best, like a jungle must feel Lo a newly
escaped lion from the z0o." Of course, these "escaped lioas",
yeurning no doubt to be those "blond beusts of prcy" exulted by
the early fascist Nietszche, arc not by themselves to curry out
the counter-revolution, but taken together with dozens of such
cults around the country, an ihcrousing number of which turn amay
from the "love" and "peace" thames towards more sinister notions
of discipline, sacrifice, and ...holy war. It is not hard for
any politicully-conclous worker o r unemploy=d person to imsgine
who that™Moly war" is to be muged aguinst, or in whoso behnlf.
But in terms of the genecrul population, the widest variety of
confusions exist concerning these cults, ranging from cynicul
amusement to outright sympathy.

In the earlier stages of the crisis, us in *he fascist movement
in Germany which pre-dated the domination of the Nazi Party,
the capitalist class cam afford the luxury of a wide varisty of
crackpot reactionary outfits, ranging from psewlo-scientists
and academiquacks to the fringes of poychopathic degenorates,
victims of the most grundiose illusions, self-proclaimed
"reincarnations” and the like, a kini of lumpen-intselligontsia,
some of which doos not fail to be thrown into the left as well
as the right.

In “his earlier period, it i3 difficult for muny pcople to undur-
stand how these "kooks" could be « danger %o them, except in the
Manson-type cuse wherc a cult starts killing rich people. But

the capitalist cluss intends to unify, ceatrallze, and combine

all of these cults under u single banncr of ecumcnicul coneulveness
agninst the growing revolutionury workingclass movement. They

have alreudy launched the Guru Muharaj Ji with the aim of creating
a nunber of key centers for these reucticnary cults, a center
dominating the Asian-orientad cults, a ceater dominating the
"Jesus freaks", a center for the vurious Musllm cults, who arc
already mudering each other for hegemony over their pitiful area
of hustles, etc. Botn Guru Maharaj Ji, and to a greater extent,
Scientology, more and more serve this role as potential "centers®
for a wide variety of cultists outlooks and projects. The Guru
has sponsored religious events inviting all culis to gather

under his bamers, and many have, and Ocientology likes %o

{co.tizucy on next page)




maintain its "populist® and pseudo-radical posturs as "defender®
ormmumem-mm-xnmw
Service and the Mental Health system, Scien has been
congragultated by the anti-semitic Liberty Lobby for their
"courageous fight" against IRS, a iong the
favorite: of Aym Randists and other assorted petty-bourgeois
scum. Scientology also helps local police precincts set up
"block associations” and "temants' patrols”, in New York's
Greenwich Village for example, and their notorious fascist
theories and practices have pade them a refuge for
astronauts, architects, priests, policemen} not to mention
rock singers.

Ouwﬁthdncmumdmuuum-munmhu
.48 the fact that large sections of the would-be
wrhuclnlmtmuumu-yhndﬂux-wuo
qmtl.onorohonuloohdnponﬂfumhb.lohmhtﬁn
-mzmrum.wmmm
Ji when he was arrested for a sack full of watches,
jmlq,ou.hckhﬁown,htﬂnhtohwn‘
-Mhnuuodumthtunpﬂotﬂnmm“ry
mﬁmnmmwmmu
in India, a loyal opposition to Indirha Gendhi. The Kremlin

has long been involved with so-called *Christiin-Marxist dialogue®”

detente with the Vatican, and advances towards the "liberal®

wing of the Christiin Democratic Parties, in ltaly, France, and

in Latin America. They have revived the Church in the U.S.S.R.
Stalin during

and 1declogl
the arsenal of the bourgeoisis, part of the revisionist degen-
eration in the U.S.S.R. whish attacked the earlier militant
atheism of the Soviet Unionm, the anti-religious campaigns of
the "League of the Militant Godless®. The People's Republic of
nhnuuwmorm-mntmanum.ma
is banned. The Albanian workers are proud that there are neither
®mosques nor churches anywhere in Albania, as enforced by law and
:M“;:nﬁ‘mmuﬂ- This is 3 mique situstion even
or st comtries ndhsnbthnbninm
targot of constant Vatican-directed slandcr campatgns..

ouﬁonudfor.-t;ru).:;t which o

used to combat every form ideclogy. Bew »
in rejecting the formalist and dogmatics of the "old
left", the hollow litany of recitations of the
'Mntmtc-',nnmhnnw. but away from,
often » the question of theory itself, of as
"a in the bands of the masses” (Mao « Those

bagiming paint of the developement of Marxiss itself—iarx's
struggle to overcome German Classical Philosophy
in the creation of not only a new world outlook, but a method

It 1s in the vacuum of the hollow snd formal political lines of
most of the left in this comtry, including the would-be
Narxist-Leninists, htnmumwn;:trwd
Huey Newton publicly declaring his be in , Young Lords
Party sporting Cuban posters of Jesus with a gm (1), "Merry
Christmas® and other religious greetings in the "leftsing”
sucking up to the "concerned clergy®, church foundaticms, snd
the CIA-riddled "American Friends” int'l networks, as weil as
actual members of left groups dropping out of politics and iato
some kind of religious-cultist activity.

Class War has developed out of a struggle in the commmist movesent

mhich placed the questicns of fundamental world ocutlook, progras,
and mthods of thinking on a higher scale, ai this crucial point
of the birth of the rewvoluticnary movement in this historical pes
than the anti-theoretical "activima® and "Serve the People”
projects of so many of our contemporaries in the late 1960's. We
still consider the mastery of dialectics and understanding of
history to be the beginning points of the rewolutiomary education
of the present and future gemerations of communists. Without this,
no matter what other superficial gains are made, the revolutionary

movement will itself be disintegrated inio a goal-less "rebellion”,

which, through its omn disintegration in consciousness and organ-
iRation, becomes the basis of, not the revolutioa, but the
c¢ounter-revolution.
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STRUGGLE BETWEEN TWO LINES=~COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

THIRD PERIOD

BACKWARD GERMANY AND
ADVANCED CHINA

DIALSCTICS OF UniVi DEVELOPENEST OF THE WORLD REVOT'™ION

"Backwerd Burope and advanced Asia. The conjunction of these
words seems paradoxical. Who does not know that Europe is
advanced and Asia backward ? But the words taken for the
title for this article contain a bitter truth."

g (V.I. Lenin, Vol. 19, Coll, Works
published in May 18, 1913)

Eight years after the above was written, et the Third World Cong-
ress of the Commmnist International in 1921, Lenin further devel-
oped the concept of the role of the colonial revolutions in the
world revolution, in polemics against the belittlers of this
process: :

"The movement in the coloniel countries is still regarded as
an insignificant national end completely peaceful movement.
However, that is not the case. Great changes have taken

plece in this respect since the beginning of the 20th century,
mumonamdlmndredsotum«w—acmmthnm
whelning majority of the world's population— are now coming
out as an independent and active revolutionary factor. And it
is perfectly clear that in the impending decisive battles of
the world revolution, the movement of the majority of the
world's population, originally aimed at national liberation,
unmmmtupiunmandnpomnnandm,pm
haps, play & much more revolutionary role than we expect.”

0f course, this assessment, end others made by Lenin and the Com-
munist Internaticnal, have mothing to do with Third Worldism in
two importent respects. The first is that nowhere does Lenin use
the above assessment to deny the ultimately revoluticnary role of
the proleterist in the. imperialist nations, or the need for the
revolution in the oppressed end oppressor nations to aid and
support each other. The second is that Lenin never supported the
rejulsive racielist or chauvinist concepts of Third Worldism that
eat like cancer into the body of the workingclass movement—the
"black pation" versus "white nation®—end which many would-be
revolutionaries are poisoned by today.

The coloniel revolutions have proceeded at a time when the prolet~
ariat in the imperialist countries has suffered defeats, setbacks,
and divisive corruption of its most edvanced organizational exp-
ressions, political perties, trade unions, etc. However, the imp-
ortence of the coloniel revolutions lies precisely in its role in
belping to shatter this temporary and partial relative 1ull in the
class war in the Imperialist heartlands, pot in the alleged role
of replecement of the proletsrist. Today, the importance of the
coloniel revolutions lies in their inter-relatiom with, not sub-
stitution for, the Proletarien Revolution in the imperialist nat~
dons as well as the cless struggle in the socielist countries.
However, the point &t which we have arrived today, which throws
beforc us, once again, the tasks of a world-wide revoluticnary
crisis, 1s itself a developement from a point where the uneven
developement of the world revolution, perticularly the "bitter
truth” that Lenin refers to above, reached its apex. We are refer-
Ting to the Third Period, the period of the first world depression.

Marx once remerked that history Tepeats itself, first as tragedy,
then as farce. Today the second world depression has broken upon
us in the most severe general crisis of capitalist society as a
whole. To the extent that we fail to learn from the first world
deprescion, particulerly, we believe, the even‘s in Germany and
Chinu, will be the extent to which tragedy is indeed repeated
as fsrce. Therefore, we will present our historical enalysis in
the light of various present-cay questions in the revolutionary
movexent, continuing in this manner a number of discussions
begun in the first part of this article which apreered in Clesg
Kar iscue no. Z.

COULTER-REVOLUTION : WAZIS OR ELECTION-CAHPAICN

In the Third Period, Lenin's phrase, "Backward

ced Asie", was vindiceted in the lo:t concrete m,.:: :dm-
striking contrast that was to stamp the whole period following it
undeonunuuwnctnpm\nbdqy.mthconohmd, the rise

of Fascism and counter-revolution in Burope, together with the

in China, together with the developement, in the heat of battle,
of new revolutionary movements of workers and peasants -
out Asia. The U.S.S.R. in the Third Period, whichk is not the
su:ggc: :: ::.tn gned.ute article, to the extent that it was
subjec € effects of both the Chin

~ for-ceraiatias ese Revolution and the

these, beginning in 1924~1935, end extending up thro
unprincipled dissolution of u,:e Comintern i.n’lgl.j toug?.tet::str
oration of capitaliem in the U.S.S,B. 1in the following deceade.

(continaca on izt paze)



matutofmﬂcmnmum, & process finaliszed in
Hitler's so-called "national revolution" in 19323, but shose true

notorious "Popular Front®. Todey the utter benkruptcy of this
‘line, Mummu&.mwmma
the Third Period, is writtem for all to see, in letters of blood,
on the streets of Santiago, Chile, where the socisl-fascists of
so-called "communist® and "socialist® parties and trade wicms
have once more delivered up the working-class to be butchered by
the counter-revolution.

the October Revolution in 1917. On the other hand, the process

of National-Democratic and then socialist revolution hes unfolded,
not without distortions and setbacks of course, in China, North"
Vietpam, North Korea, and one, formerly colomisl Buropean nation,
Albenia. This overall process of "Backward Burope snd Advanced

wnders to be able to transcend it
overcame that aspect of it which is wneven, partisl, beckamed
Mnhuehmmummun,lmulmum'
umummmw

mommu-uu.lunm aisunderstood
:mmwﬂ:’mwu d-n:th‘.m
tury, stande sharp comtrast to vanguard play-
;w&hwh&onﬁ-rwm&'::,h
mm‘..u—-mwmm,mnm,..
‘mummmdmdum
models ummﬁ-mbﬁd_
Soclal Democracy, including its party, trede wiom, and youth
wm,mu-.m,uumuu
mlu,&-w-d.uﬁo'!-mﬂruu‘u.u.,
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historical response, sometimes more subtle, sometimes cpenly

G w"*_,,mauxmmxud:uu,u
Lenin's words-social-patriot, social-chauvinist, and social-imp—
erialist, had, by the outbresk of the first world depressios in
1929 completely sulted the Comintern’s descriptics of it as

\contisued on sext page;
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social-fascist, as Stalin described it in 1924—"the moderate
wing of fascien.” This is dic, not onlyby demoralizing, splitting,
and corrupting the more privileged workers, the union bureaucrats,
officisls, etc. thus giving them a shove in the direction of
the pre-Nazi Party fescist and nationalist bands, but also, by
its "reforms" and "Labor legislation® which stremgthened the
control of the capitalist state machine over the working-class,
in the name of "nationalization" and "socialization® binding the
unions, cooperatives, and other proud creations of the German
Socizl-Democratic Party tighter around the bourgeois state. In
1919, the atmed militia of the Social Democrats and the natiomal-
ist "Freikorpa", forerunner of the stormtroopers, officially
collaborated to crush the Commumist-led Spartakus uprising, mur-
dering Luxemburg and Liebknecht. The Social-Democracy was already
crumbling , 1ike the petty-bourgeois "center® parties, with the
difference that a small revolutionary element of it, breaking off
' to the left rather than the right, aligned itself with the grow-
ing Berman Communist Party. if

With the onset of the gemeral cidsisj both the forces of the
revolution and the counter-revolution grew rapidly, more and
more clashing violently against each other, rapidly bringing
on a situation of civil war, where the bourgecisie casts aside
its last "d tic" pr , where the proletariat must like-
wise cast aside every obstacle to its revolutionary struggle
for power, inside and outside its ranks. In this context, such
forms as parliaments, senates, and Dumas no longer serve as the
actual political centers of even bourgeois "public opinicn”, abd
aro relegated to less and less importance as the organs of
organized violence and class struggle, cn both sides, become
more and more important. The real center where decisions are
made and acted upon shifts from the debating-halls, where "class
peace” and "nutional unity® of the old type prevails into the
streets, where struggle and conflict reigns. In Germany, the
elections were used by both the Communist Party and the Nazi
Party as a means of determining support, as & kind of politisal
barometer, and the actual Commmnist and Hazi Reichstag deputies
and their deliberations in the Reichstag cannot be considered
to be anything but a minor aspect of the actual struggle. In
fact, examining the situation from our owmn historical perspective,
w o may criticize the Commmist Party in Germany for the overdue
emphasis they gave to electoral activity—perhaps they were not
Third Periodist emough in this respect. Election Boycott, which
was the policy of the K.A.P.D. (Communist Workers' Party of

, & small ultra-left party which, in Lenin's lifetime, was
affiliated to the Communist International alongside the K.P.D.
and was the object of Lenin's polemics, alongside the Bordiguists,
Dutch "Tritunists®, Georg Lukacs, etc. in his "Left-Wing Cossmm-
ism, "An Infantile Disorder”.) might have served as a powerful
impetus to breaking the bulk of Social Democratic workers away
from t he Noskes, Schiedemanns, etc. As it was, whereas both the
Communist Party and Nasi Party increased their votes , it was
the Nazis that gained most in this areay and used it to build
their real forces, their pars-military bodies contending for
hegemony in the streets.

Comxunist Party votes in Germany weat from 3,265,000 in 1928 to
4,592,000 in 1930. But in the same two-year period, the Hazi
Party vote went from 810,000 in 1928 to 6,409,600 in 1930. In
1931, the credit crisis hit, affecting Germany and Austria, the
most indebted of the major capitalist countries. Inflation was
driven to such insane proportions that the price of a loaf of
bread went into the hundreds of millions of marks. Sixty people
committed suicide daily in the city of Berlin in this period.
Thousands starved to death in the main urban ceaters. The
desperation and despair of a large section of the population
went hand in hand with the decadent pleasure-seeking and cynic-
ism of the scup which, temporarily, had floated to the surface
of the cabarets and "night~life". Only the cries of the starving
and the sounds of gun-battles between Communists and Nasis occ-
asionally disturbed the drunken stupors and wild perties of
those sho had chosen to "eat, drink, and be merry" while the
existing social order crumbled around thems.

COMNULlST PARTY OF GeliANY

A full history of the German Commmist Party deserves serious
attention as a mecessary project, not only for German revolut-
ionary workers, but also for rewolutionaries in every "advanced"”
capitalist sountry. Undoubtedly, the leadership of the Commumist
International bears much responsibility for the mistakes of the
Berman Communists, but it must not be forgotten that even the
best leaders of the K.P.D. had never sufficieatly broken with
the methods and outlook of the Social Democracy, although with
some, it must be admitted, it was a case of not having broken
with the left Social Democracy, such as the "Independent Social
Democratic Party" zhich existed for a time as a centrist tread
between the K.P.D. and "official" Social Democracy. However, the
fundanental weakness of the K.P.D. is to be sought in the actual
charscter of the German proletariat and its relation to the
overall European prolsterian strugglea. German imperialisa
having been defeated in WWI and forced to pay, for a while,
reparations to the U.S., Great Britain, France, etc. gavo the
German bourgeoisie a pomerful weapon in its drive to attack the
class-struggle conciousness of the already Social Democratically-
poisoned workers and to impose a pseudo-radical, even peeudo-
"revolutionary” nationalism, so-called "Eational Socialisa”".

In the face of this situation, the Comintern Third Period line,
which had special importance to the German situation for a nua-
ber of reasons, offered a basis upon shich the leadership of the

.The first prong was the R.T.U.0.—Revolu!

A COLLAGE BY HZARTFIELD SHOWS THE DEVELOPEMENT OF
PASCISM--FROM EBEZRT THROUGH HINDENBURG TO HITLER.

*Hfird Period Congress”, the K.P.D. did develope some important
forms of struggle which have the greatest relevance for today.

The K.P.D. basically put forward a three-pronged policy, three
elements of Third Period policy shich were also carriea out, to
a greater or lesser degree, in other Comintern sections as well,
and shich today are denounced as *Ultra-left® by practically
every tendency on the left.

tionary Trade Union Opp-
osition--shich included both Red Trade Unions, and, where possible,
Communist-led caucuses or groups in other unionms.

The second prong was the Unemployed Movement. This was
in opposition to, sometimes violent conflict with, both Nasi and
wmucqmwmumn

The third prong was the Red Froat, officially kmown as the Red
Front Fighters' League. This was the mass para-military defemse
organization of the prolstariat, built to counter the develope-
ment of similar para-silitary mass organizations by the Nazis
(the SA bromshirts or stormtroopers) and the Social Democracy
(the Reichsbanner, a "patriotic workers® militia).

Undoubtedly, the first prong, the R.T.U.0., was the weakest of
the three. Th¢ K.P.D. in the early thirties could only claim the
allegiance of 4% of the factory committees—the Social Democruts
94%. The massive unemployment had hit those areas hardest where
the K.P.D. hud been the strongest, and Commumist workers had, of
course, been the last-hired and first-fired as the depression
reslly hit. Furthermore, the Social Democratic party ordered its
trade unions to carry out an official policy of expulsion of all
known K.P,D. members, following in the traditions of 1919 whenm,
alongside the fascist whiteguards, they decalred themselves to
be "saviours of the nation from the Bolahevik beast." The Social
Democratic hegemony in the trade unions was never broken, and
probably could never have been broken by the K.P.D. within the
narrom limits of trade unionism that is. The problem was that, in
the context of the thwee-pronged policy, the K.P.D. did not
actively raise the call for New Organs of Struggls, for the high-
er developement of the trade union, unemployed, and Red Front
forces into revolutionary mass assemblies on a city-wide, regional

(son.inued on next pzge)




and eventually national basis, posing a dual power agains m¢

t
crumbling Weimas Republic. While Trotsky harangued the K.P.D.
and Comintern on this point, from the relative safety of his
exile, he could only see the "German soviets" built on the basis
of a bloc with the rotten Social Democracy, a return to the
policies which had crippled the K.P.D. from the beginning. In
1934, one year &fter Hazi victory, Trotsky ordered his omn small
following to merge with the Social in the nototious
"Fronch Turn". What the K.P.D. needed was not a united front
with the Social Democracy, end not the miserable

even about "National Liberstion®--iz an imperialist sation ! Tis
attitude, which basically taill-ended the unstable natiomslistic
mtiﬁdtntdn-hmmotnrhumw
at that time, moods shich diverted the hatred of the masses sway
from their om, German, ruling-class, and against the powers shich
had imposed the Verailles treaty, sgainst sn extermal "matiomal

certainly
"Popular Front" shich in 1935 became dominant in the Comintern
but a further extension of the Red Fromt, wnemployed, R.T.U.0.
organizing drives into a higher, more ceantralized form of
class struggle. At its height the R.T.U.0. hed 150,000 members
as opposed to the 5 millions in the reformist trade wmions, but
together with the other K.P.D. mass organizatioms, this could

" huve been the basis,of a successful struggle against both Pascism
md-odn-tud.n,cotrmhtcm.

Althopgh the K.P.D. three-pronged strategy ultimately failed, their
evaluation of the situation, even before the Nazis took power, proves
to have been correct. Early in 1931, Emst Thaelmamn, K.P.D. leader,
surdered later by the Nasis, slready determined the fasdist mature
of existing bourgeois rule before 1933:

"Today the Brucning governmeant itself has become a governmeat *workers'
of fascist dictatorship in its commencing stage. For the "co-participation”, the
quostion of a fascist dictatcrship is for the Marxists not a
question of persons, not the problem that a Mussolini of a
Hitler must take over the helm, but rather a questiom of the
class role of a regime...The task of the fascist dictatorship,
the aim of this dictatorship in the interests of the capitalist
to crush the

(from en article in Ihe organ Tito-ites, third worldists, and snarchists , and, 1o &
of the CPUSA, March 1931, oumber of copmtries, supported by would-be ts
and Meoists, is incapsble of countering the

And, through the Red Fromt, the German proletariat did give s
replys—not emought to stop the Hazis. However, we would be dis-
honoring the memory of the thousands and tems of thousands who did
fight the Nazis if we failed to indicate the nature of the street~
fighting at that tiss, in the bloody years preceding 1933.

thout

The accusation that the K.P.D. surrenered to the Nazis "wi

firing a shot® is a lie. Continual street-battles, assassinations
and t tions, bombings of Party offices, and a
general condition of protracted civil mar was the state of affiirs,
particularly in the major industrial and urben cemters, for several
years up to 1933. In 1932, these struggles reached a peak when,
following Franz Von Papen's ascession as Chancellor on June 1: 1932,
a partial "ban" against Si storstrooper activities (mass par e
drilling, etc. which often provoked bloody battles) was lifted on
June 15, with the bens against similar activities by the Red Fromt
remaining in effect. In Prussia alome, betseen June 1lst and 20th,

Killed and 400 seriously wounded. In July, 38 Mazis and 30 Commmists  Bo¥e substastisl “comtributions®.

were killed. On lmmlngvnw-m-?,dcnm:

the Social Democraftic-controlled police, attacked Altona, . HeVULUT ¥ s PHE .

ain workingclass neighborhood in the city of Hasburg. In the pitched W““““u{ziﬁrgﬁc XIA:;Kh 07 THE STHUGGLE
htmﬂémkmumthtlgq,mm-dynd; o

were freely used om both sides were Jilled wounded.

nzcut.mm.m'u-nm«mmu Comintern Third Period line stressed the civil ssr conditions
was either favorable to the Hazis, o7 else based on the hope that shich the despening world crisis bad forced the bouwrgecisis to
the Nazis and Communists would cancel each other out, allowing the Mﬁﬁ:;:ﬂml;mm“mmm

Social Democracy to "restars” the Weimar Republic.

nmmmpnmotcm,mwtumm
in the Social Democratic party and trade unigns. Increasing mumbers
of Social Democratic rank: workers

of the Red Front, recognising it as the only existing defemse
organization of the class as a whole.

-
i

bas been wnderground., Tis
CUeibnlol camwad awd UCLAL-DanuCRATIC the fascist terror is systemstically tearing frus the resks
TasaCHY of the Party those Party workers sbo are the
and who possess the most suthority among the masses...The
vast majority of the Secticms of the C.I. is the capitalist
countries have beem drives underground. Ouly thirtess Sections
are still legal, and even this legality 15 of & wery limi
character...Twenty-tec of our perties shick

One of the major errors of the K.P.D. leadership was its wvacillation
in the face og the pseudo-radical natiopalist agitatiom around
the question of the Versailles Treaty. Although the official slogan ol
of the Comin‘ern Sixth World Congress was "Class Against Class®, time of the Sixth Congrers have bess driven cospl
the K.P.D. leadership seriously weakened the streagth of this urderground. .. .* letaly
policy by their occasional talk about a *People’'s Revolution® and :



0f course, in meny countries where the Communict Parties rouiud“

their "legality", they were under attack by the extra-legal arms
of the capitalist state, the armec fascist bends and sociel-fascist
thugs. Against the armed counter-revolution the Comintern raised
the bemner of the armed proleteriat--beginning on the level of
workers defense guards and speciel revolutionary-militery detach-

pents cirectecd by the Party, on up to the mass Red Front organizat-,

ions, training schools for a future proletarian Red Army. In the
resolutions on "The Struggle Against Imperislist War and the Tasks
of the Communists" passed at the Sixth World Congress, the Comin-
tern pointed out 3

"The fight against fascism hes not up till now recieved
suffieient attention from meny of the Sections. The greatest
initiative must be displayed in this connection, both in
regerd to the ideological struggle, as well as in regard to
revolutionary mass actions egainst fascism...The fight against
fascise in all its forms must be closely linked up with the
fight egainst imperielist war...The closest possible contact
must be established between all sections before the outbreak
of war, end every means must be employed to maintain these
contucts throughout the whole course of the war. The terror
ageinct the CP's and the revolutionary movement &s a whole
that will accompany the mobilizatiom will assume unparalleled
intensity. Thouserds of Communists end revolutionary workers,
whose names have been listed beforehand will be put away in
concentretion camps. The imperialists will not only try to
destroy the legal CP's but the whole apperatus and leadership
of the underground parties as well. The légal CP3 must exert
every effort to prepare for the timely tramnsition to under-
ground conditions. The underground parties must make prep-
arations to adapt their leadership and their organizations'
to conditions of & worse terror than preveils at present.

Fascism was analyzed not only in terms of its political natuee,
but elso in terms of its implications to the military policies
of the capitalist class, the new features of that essmmtial
component of any state power, any cless rule, including the
Dictatorship of the Proletariet, namely, the armed forcee or
organized violence, which had arisen on the basis of both the
first imperislist war of 1914-1918 and the post-war sounter-
revolutionary wars carried out in various pleaces, including the
Whiteguard intervantions carried out against, and defeated by,
the newly-created Soviet Union.

The Comintern in the Third Period repeatedly warned its sections
not to be fooled by the temporary and pertial occasional "bans"
regime upon the armed fascist

cluding one episode where
the Bazi brownshirts in Germany, "bammed" by the pre-Nazi rejime
from wearing uniforms, erpeared in full parade formation—but
shirtless ! These bens served to double purpose: to build up the
supposedly "radical" character of the fascists in the eyes of the
most backward sections of the masses by making the fascist hire-
lings of Capital appear as enemies of the "establishement,® etc.
as well as to give a false "anti-faecist" characterto the var-
ious varieites of pre-fascist, usually social-fasxist regimes,
creating illusions that the "democratic® bourgeoisie will "defemnd”
the working class egainst the fascists.

Today, the process ie repeated on a world-wide basis—from the
"Death Squads"™ employed by the fascist regime in Brazil to enforce
the CIA-directed slave-labor system to the right-wing farmations
in this country, which although disguised as "anti-establishment"”
are actually nothing less than extra-legal afms of the bourgeois
government itself. Likewiee in France, the Pompidou government
bans a fascist group along with a leftist group, to give the
illusion that its opposes all "extremisam" while in reality, this
und other fascist formations, including the hideous collaboration-
ist so-celled "French Federation of Labor" which opposes strikes
and bases itself on a fascist-corporativist and racielist ideology,
are being extemsively developed, overtly and coverily, by the
{highest orgams of bourgeois state rule. The Watergate events bave
also clearly revealed the close ties between the Presidential and
Cabinet-level government "leaders" and the extremist-fascist
circles, the assassins for hire and other mercenmary scum who,
alongside the "legal™ CIA, are the militery core of any future
mass fascist movement in this country, whatever its "radicel"

or even "anti-capitalist® demsgogic rhetoric. :

The Comintern revolutionary-militery manual in the Third Period,
"srmed Inswrresiion®, the last chapter of which was written by
Ho Chi Minh, points out: -
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THAELMANN, GERMAN COMMUNIST LEADER,
WITH UNIFORMED MEMBERS OF THE RED FRONT

"One of the most remarkable fesutures of the new military
policy of the bourgeoisie is in fact its orientation towards
the formation of a politivally reliable army. This is a
phenomenon which can be observed in all the bourgeois cown-
tries, and which involves the crestion of mercenary armies,
and volunteer military organizations of the bourgeoisie,
side by side with ( or even in place of ) the old "matiomsl®
armies formed by means of compulsory military service. In
many countries this tendency has already had the result
that these detachments recruited for civil war against the
proletariat haveviecome tha decisive armed force of ihe
bourgeoisle.”

Today, the major aree of developenent of
affeirs 1s inthe realm of counter--insurgency,
war against the revolution in the capitalist comtries and
coloniel szones alike. This has the greatest bearing on deter-

bourgeoisie must hastily attempt to assemble some coherent
political-cultural "collectivity", usually natiomal or racial,
out of a disintegrating, essentizlly heteronomic, system of
"normal” bpurgeois society. The bourgeoisis is torn between the
necessity to divide the populetion against itself atithe same
time as it must attempt to put together scme "unity" in the
face of a rapidly m.f:-m upon the activity of
existing revolutionary perties and other orgenizations) glass
desarcation, the creation, through concious scientific inter-
vantion, of that "other" collectivity, the international
proletariat. The success of the CIA in "community comtrol®,
*workers' control®, "decentralization", and other divide-and-
conquer » 1s not métched by a fund tel political and
ideological weakness in their ability to pull their omn coheredt
*uhity® out of the chaos which i partielly their creatiom,
pertially the results of the general process of collapse of the
capitalist system on every level. Watergate shows this clearly.

This point of weakness is precisely the point of greatest
strength of the forces of international proletarian revolution—
thet we represent, not in any mystical semse but as expressed

in out immedicte capacity to struggle for, and use, power, the
future of humanity, the world-wide collestivity of the workers
and toilers of evexy country. Only the revolutionary proletariat,
orgenized through its Marxist Party, its combat organs and
cemtralized councils and mass assemblies, which cannot respect
any "national sovereignty" or other seperations, represents

that collectivity which is the antithesis of the disintegration
and chaos, both planned and un-plenned, of the living hell of
precent-day capitulist society.  (continued on next page)




THIRY PERIVD ALD THE CHI.ESE REVOLUTION

Just as the counter-revolution in Germany, culminating in the
Hazi take-over in 1933, was the focal point of the overall
process of setback for the proletarian revolution in all the
advanced capitalist countries, so the Chinese Revolution iz also
the focal point, the peak, of the whole process of revolutionary
struggle in the colonial countries, particulerly in Asis, with
both the Korean and Indochinsse revolutions, smong othon.
emerging in their "maturity" in the Third Period, alongsice the
Chinese Revolution. The setbacks undergone by the proletarian
movement in the capitalist comnt.tes were the conditions under
which the degeneration of the Communist Parties in these count~
ries, with: few exceptions, became the predominant aspect of the
policies of the Comintern as a whole, culminating in the wretched
YPopular Bront" policies of the 7th World Uongress in 1935. the
last world congress of the Comintern. Stalin, as leader of the
most important Comintern section, the Comsunist Party of the
Soviet Union, shares full responsibility for the errors committed
during this period, which did not, as the trotskyites and other
claim, gcause the setbacks suffered, but which failed to maintein
the principles of the Communist International, as expressed in
the Six World Congresses, from 1919 to 1928. We cannot accept
the thesis of the Marxist-Leninist Organizstiom of Britain,
echoed by its Americen and West German affiliates, that the

line of the 7th World Congress was the responsibility of Dimitrov
and not Stalin. SWdyﬁqmbothmpqnbhforthpuq
of the "Popular Front", the policy which liquidated all the

iem, and which marks the birth of Modern Revisionism itself, a
policy which todsy iz even echoed by those professional "anti-
stalinists® of the various "Fourth Intermationals®, who have
given forth their omn "left" and workerist verison of the "Popular
Foont", the notorious FTransitional Progras®. The question of
the line of the Zth World Songresc itself deserves full study,
bhopefully an article in a future issuec of Class Nar, however,
what we are concerned gikh in terms of the Chinese Revolution
ummsuma,uomma.mm.r

the Communist movelent in the capitalist 1 the ion
umwﬂmmwm,uwm
cussions extending therefrom to thie day.

THE STALIH-THOTSKY DEBATE Ou CHINA

mmuumm1mu:gﬂ,uuﬁumw2‘p
Exphdition bloody massacres workers Shanghai
clntm,'ou:. were the subject of an intemsive polemic, not
only in the Comsunist Party, but throughout the Comintern.

This polemic is best expressed in the writings and speeches of
Stalin and Trotsky on the Chinese Revolution, from 1926 on, sany

by the Sparticists, Workers League, S.W.P., etc. Both sides of
the current "debate” are huddled arcund the same circles of
inactivigy as the so-called "Cosmunist Party", both sides of the
"polemic® in fact allied with the C.P.U.S.A. in the face of
Operation Mop-up atd NUNRO, revealing their pathetic "contooveryy”
cosmonly~-shared ]

tionary
workingclass organizing, a process leeding inexorably to New Organs
of Struggle of the proletariat throughout the world.

I-mmdmmmwummumm
the most important gemeral definition bas been given to the
entire question ofcthe role of the colonial revolutions in the
world revolution as & whole, a definition which is closely
resembled by Lin Piao in his 1965 work "long Live The Victory

0f People's War !" in certain important respects :

*The internationsl proletarisn revolution represents a comb-
ination of processes which vary in time and character:
purely proletarian revolutions, revoluticms of the bourgeois-
democratic type which grow into proleterien revolutioms,

wars of national liberatiom, colomial revoluticms.

"The world dictatorship of the pooletariat comes cmly as the
final result of the revolutiopary process.

*The variety of conditions and wmays by which the proletariat
will achieve the dictatorship in the varipus commtries may
be divided schematically into three min types.

“ Tomtries of highly developed capitalism (United States of
America

, Germeny, Grest Britism, etc.)...In such countries,
mummpuumwotmmumnz
transition to the dictatorship of the proletariat...

"Countries with a uu- developement. of sapitaliss (Spein,
Poland, Hungary, the Balkan countries, etc.) In some of
these countries a process of more or less rapid develope-
ment from bourgeois-democratic revolution to socialist
revolution is possible...

"Colonial and semi-colonial countries (China, Indis, etc.)

and dependent countries (Argentine, Brazil, etc.),..The

principal task in such countries is, on the one hand to fight
ageinst the feudal and pre-capitalist forme of exploitation
and to develope systematically the peasant-sgrarian rewolutics,
on the other hand to fight against Zoreign isperialisse and

for naticnel independence...

*"The special conditions of the revolutionary

rmmuumuzmzummm.
1) To overthrow the rule of foreign imperialism, of the feudal

2) To establish the d tic dict. ship of the proletariat
cn & Soviet basis.

3) indepeddence and nationel wuificatica.

) Annulment of State debts.

f
'.3.
e

tise, a revolutionary situatios in

contempt from those who would tell you that this is pessizism
and lack of feith...®

ind shat is Trotsky's Suggesticn to the (dinese Commumist Party,
under these counter-revoluticnary asd inter-revolutiomery
*conditions” ?

(coatinued on mext page)



C d of the Communist Party. In the meantime, it must be said

"The Communist Party can and should formulate the slogan of
the Constitpent Assembly with full powers, elected by
miversal, equal, direct and secret suffrage. In the process
of agitation for this slogan, it will obvicusly be necessary
to explain to the masses that it is doubtful if such an
assembly will be convened, and even if it were, it would be
powerless so long as the material power remains in the hands
of the KMT generals...”

This is put forward in practically the same breath with denun-

ciutions of the democratic dictatorship of the projetariat and

peasantyy and the national liberation program of the Comintern.
Again, where Trotsky "expounds” on the situation in China, only
the vaguest statements are made:

*®ill China come for a certain period to democratic parliam-
entarism ? What will be the degree of its democratisa ?
What strength and what duration will it have ? All this is
a matter of conjecturs. But it would be radically wrong to
base oneself on the supposition that parliamentarisa is
unrealizable in China...the idea of the representation of
the entire people, as has been shown by the experience of
the bourgeois revolutions, and especially those which
liberated nationalities, is the most elementary, the most
u.lplt:lmd the one most apt to embrace reallm vast popular
stratal"

This, from the "mortal enemy" of the férthcoming Popular Front !
At the end of this article, the voice of despait sounds louder
than ever, betraying Trotsky's ignorance about the real meaning
of the events in China, as well as his basic pessimism in relation
to the national-revolutionary colonial struggles in general.

"...Further decline is ahead. There will be great difficul-
ties in rising again. Every false step will fling the party
into a deeper ditch. The resolution of the Sixth Congress
dooms the Chinese Commmist Party to errors and false steps.
With the present course of the Communist International,
under its present regime, victory is impossible..."

But it was precisely under the direction of the Comintern Third
Period line that the revolutionary struggle in China, particularly
the armed agrarian revolution, proceeded. As we shall point out,
one elements of the Chinese C.P. lesdership in partichlar, was

to anticipate this line by cne year at least, in respect to two
central aspects of the Comintern colonial policy--the workers'

and peasants' soviets as the basis of state power, the revolution-
argies led by the Communist Party.

One year later, Trotsky is to refer to the emerging revolutionary
armies in the most pessimistic and derogatory mamer, like the
bourgeois imperialist press of that time and singe, identifying
thea with banditry as well as "adewnturAsm and ultra-leftisa"
which Trotsky, like the modern revisionists, always identifies

with the Third Period:

"Among the telegrams of Pravda, there has been commmicated
several times during October, in the smallest type, that an
armed Communist detachment finder the command of comrade Chm
Téh is advancing successfully towards Tchao-Tcho (Kwantung),
that this detachment has growy from 5,000 to 20,000, etc...
What is the meaning of this struggle ? Its origins ? Its
perspectives ? Mot a word is breathed to us about it...
perhaps the Chinese Communists have risen in rebellion
because they have recieved the latest comments of Molotov
on the resolution on the "Third Period” ?...The rebellion
of Chu Teh appears to be a reproduction of the adventurist

campaigns of Ho Lung and Ye$-Tin in 1927 and the Canton
uprising...what is thd perspective opened up by this up-
rising of the today isolated Chinese Communists in the
_absemce of war or revolution ? The perspective of a terrific
debacle and of an adventurist degemeration of the remnants

Women members of the Red Guards in the eastern part of
Kwangtung Province duning the Agraran Revolution

openly: Calculations based upon guerrilla adventure
correspond entirely to.the gemeral nature of Stalinist
policy.” (from "What Is Happening in China?", 1929)

And a year after this article, again referring to the still
growing Red political power built by the Workers' and
Peasants' Red Army, in relation to Stalin's statment in Prawda,
June 29th, 1930, where he stuted: "The Chinese workers and
peasants have already replied to this by the creation of Soviets
and a Red Army. It is said that a Soviet govermment has ddready
been created there." Trotsky again laches out at the perspective
of the armed revolutionary peasantry:

*...we say that the appearance of the Soviet government
under these circumstances is absolutely impossible...To
think that the peasantry is capable of creating its Soviet
government independently means to believe in giracles. It
would be the same miracle to create a peasant Red Army. The
peasant pertisans played a great revolutionary role in the
Russian revolution, tut under the existence of ceanters of
proletarian dictatorship and a dentralized proletarian Red
Army. With the weakness of the Chinese labor movement at the
present moment, and with the still greater weakness of the
Commmumnist Party, it 18 difficult to speak of a Dictatorship
of the Proletariat as the task of the day in China,"
(from "Stalin and the Chinese Revolution®, Aug. 1930

However, what Trotsky saw as an impossible "miracle” in 1930, he
was grudgingly forced to recognize as a world-historical reality
two years later, when an article entitled "Peasant War im China"
actually written as a letter to the so-called "Chinese Left
Opposition®, he states :

"...The peasant movement has created its om armies, has

seized great territories and hasinstalled its own institutions.®

After a nod in the direction of the revolutionary implicatioms,
the international implications, of these developements, he
launches into a long mistrustful diatribe against®the direction
he sees the "peasant armies” (actually made up of workers, lumpen,
deserters from the reactionary military bodies, often minority
peoples and tribal peoples in remote areas, as well as peasants)
moving, that is he sees them as potentially, even basically
counter-revolutionary, a potential anti-whrkingclass force.

He whines :

"y9s1t 18 understood that a peasant also is capable of raising
himself to the socialist viespoint. Under a proletarian
regime ever larger masses §f peasants become re-educated in
the socialist spirit. But this requires time, years, even
decades. It should be borne in mind that in the initial

the Comintern. They call themselves "the Red Army" i.e. they
identify themselves with the armed forces of the Soviets.
What results consequently is that the revoluticnary peasantry
of China, in the person of its ruling stratum, seems to have
appropriated to itself beforeband the political and maral
capital which should by the nmature of things belong to the
Chinese workers. Isn't 14 possible that things msy turn out
8o that all this capital will be dfrected at a certain
moment againgt the workers?®

Then in a postacript to this letter, which we must resmember is
nmlquwfruh-ohbhhufouommmuiw,h
unvelll the ultimate conclusion of his assumption that the peasants
will end up using their guns against the workers, shich he

says 1s "theorstically quite possible® :

(continued on next page)

~Comrades: Don’t damage wheat sprouts.”” The people’s army always
takes care not to damage crops whether on a march or during battle.




"Let us assune that the Chinese Left Opposition carries on
in the near future widespread and ful work ngst
the ind#strusl proletariat and attains the preponderant
influence over it. The official party, in the meantime,
continues top concentrate all its forces on the "Red Armies”
and in the peasant regions. The moment arrives when the
mttmploccmmmtﬂneomdmmc
face to face with the workers. In such a situation, in what
manner will the Chinese Stalinists act ? It is not
difficult to foresee that they will counterpose the peasant
the luti

Of course the Chinese proletariat had more sense than its
would-be "

E.
E
E
|
'a
;

ter-revolutionary peasant .
In fact the Chinese Red Army, forﬁnnntuuhw
history, liquidated all forms of banditry and warlordism in the
regions they controlled or passed through, tuming over weapons
seized from bandits to the Jocal population.

a mili
a great political victory, a great organizing drive across
China shich has had a profound effect on world history.

Furthermore, it was these egalitarian-rewlutionary principles
in the People's Liberation Army, successor to the Red Armies,
which became, in the same decade as the Great Debate, the

as a szfeguard of the intermal threat

as a safeguurd against the internal threat of possible coup
d'etat aimed at restoration of capftalisa. If Lin Piao was, as
Chou En Lai claims, a kind of warlord in revolutiomary disguise,
it 4s hard to understand why he would undertake rewolutionary
changes in the P.L.A. (incidentally against the wishes of large
numbers aif P.L.A. commanders) which would make it difficult for
ADY warlord types to come into positions of real power.

Chou En Lai's om record in the Third Period is not so good. In
Chou

En Lai app
trying to resolve the contradictions betseen opposing wings of
the Party, later, between the Party and the Eou Min Tang.

On January 7, 1931 Chou En Lai persemally drew up a directive
in the name of the Central Committee condemning Mao Tsetung
because of his role in the "Fu-tien Incident". Fu-tien was a
village in southern Kiangsi where, in early December, 1930, a
planned mutiny and capit-

this threat, but Chou EBn Lai claimed that his action "has
crouted fear and suspicion among the party ranks and reduced
our comrsdes to liwing under atnorsal strain. This same year,
Chou ted the Chen Shao-Ya upportunist clique which was
predom“;n the Central Committee of the Party afts=t the
Fourth Plenun of the CC in January, 1931, being seat by the

CC personally to Kiangsi province, where Mao Tsetung I.\n built
up Soviat areas and the Red Army, to try to make him "toe the
line". In Janurary of 1932, Chou fn Lal presented a report to
the Cemtral Bureau of Soviet Areas, more or less the cansnl
provisional revolutionary government in China, entitled "A
Resolution Regarding the Measures Taken to Wipe Out Anti-revol-
utionaries in the Soviet Areas" which reviewed the work done
in the Kiangsi areas and castigated Mao Tsetung for his role.

. end of 1932, tks Chinese Red Army and Soviet areas
;:-:i:du;:r nt:o jmminent "Fom—th bandit-annililation campaign®
by the Kuominisng, which wus to be carried out beginning in
Jenuary of 1933. Mao Tsetung advocated a protracted
campaign, to lure the emexy into the Soviet areas, force them %o

any
itself, and we do not expect the Chou En Lai cligue to mentiom it |
tacks

It was not mtil the end of August in 1934, under the at
of the "Fifth amnihilation campaign®, that Chou &n Lai fimally

A CLOSZR LOUK AT THE CHIWESE THIARD PERIOD AND ’
ITS IWTERNATIONAL INPLICATIONS

In the Botes on this article, published in the 1985 Peking
edition of the Salected Works, the following isportsat points
are raised, shich further illustrate the implications of the
experience of the (hinese Revolution in the Third Pariod :

con a et BRIE
{coatiaued ol DXL page)



"The organizational form of China's Red political power was
similar to that of the Soviet political power. A Soviet is
a representative council, a political institution created
by the Russian workingclass during the 1905 Revolution...
After the defeat of the 1927 revolution in China, the rep-
repentatibe council was adopted as the foram of pecple's
political power in various places in the mass revolutionary
uprisings led by the Chinese Communist Party and first and
foremost, by Comrade Mao Tsetung."

In the article "Struggle in the Chingkang Mountains® writtem in
Hoveamber 1928, Mao Tsetung once again deals directly with the
question cf the rising political power of the revolution, and in
"0n Correcting Mistaken Ideas in the Party" December 1929, he
‘puts foreward a number of basic guidelines dealing particularly
with the relationship between the party and the armed struggle.
In "A Single Spark can Start A Prairie Fire" Jamuary 1930, which
Chou En Lai claims, although this has never been heard before,
is actually a polemic against...Lin Piao, Mao Tsetung criticizes
the pessimists in the Party who see only the appearance of ¥
things and not their essanse, who ignored the imternational
situation--the general crisis in all the capitalist countries
brought on by the first world depressim in 1929--and the direct
effect this has on the revolution in China.

In Edgar Snow's book "Red Star Over China", Mao Tsetung himself
recounts how the Red Army emerged, and how, at the initial
poibt of the struggle, just before the Third Period began, he
disagreed with the Comintern on a most important points:

"On August 1, 1927, the 20th Army, under Ho Lung and Yeh
Ting, and in cooperation with Chu Teh, led the historic

Uprising, -and the beginning of what was to become
the Red Army was organized. A week later, on August 7th,
an extraordinary meeting of ths Central Committee of the
Party deposed Cien Tu Hsiu as secretary...A new line was
adopted by the Party and all hope of cooperation with the
Kuomintang was given up for the present, as it had already
become hopelesaly the dool of imperialisam and could not
carry out the reponsibilities of a democratic revolutiom.
The long open struggle for power now began.

"I was sent to Changsha to organize tho movement which
later became the Autumn Crop Uprising. My program there
called for the realization of five points 3

1) Complete severance of the provincial Party from the
Kuonin

tang
2) Organization of a worker-peasant revolutiomary army
3) Confiscation of the property of small and middle, as
well as great landlords ;
4) Setting up of the power of the Commmist Party in Hunan,
independent of the Kuomintang,
5) Organization of Soviets.

"The fifth point at that.time was opposed by the Comintern,
and not till later did it advance it as a slogan.

"In September we had already succeeded in organizing a

widespread uprising, through the peasant unions of Hunan,
and the first units of a peasant-worker army were formed.
Recruits were dram from three cipal B

Thiaiuanlyonopoi.nt, among many in this account, where Mao
Tsetung dispels the notion of purely ®"peasant armies", which
Trotsky, among others, raises cs a straw-man, by which to

deny the world-historic Frocess at hand. The entire question of
the peasantry and its relestion rto the revolution in the colonial
countries continues to be a source of the greatest confusion.

The Progressive Labor idiots, opening what for them is a Pandara's
Box of the "historical origins of revisionisa", even cleim that
the entire peasantry has alreacdy been proletarianized—that, in
fact, Marx :nd Lewin, not to speuk of Mao Tsetung, ere in error,
because, you see, the peasantis &Xe proleterisns ! At the same
time Bukharinite right-orportunict errors in relation to the
peasantry, exemplified by the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
and itc maneuvering with feudulist-rightist and chsuvinist
elements, are prominently digplayed by wide vericttes of would-
be revolutiorary forres in the colonial countries, Thirc Worldism
include 1ts occesional glorification of "the lend” has been
feeding on its opposite, but trin, partner, the outlook which
completely denies the revclutionary potentiel of the peasantry.

Meo Tsetung continucs to relate, in his account to Edgar Snow,
kow he felt that the Comintern Sixth Korld Congrezs vindicated
his policier, end kis struggle inside the C.P.C.:

"In Mey of 1928, Chu Tch arrived at Chingkenshen and our
farces were combined. Together we drew ur & plan to establich
a six-hsien Soviet eree, to stabilize and ccnsolidate
gradually the Corumnist power in the Hunan-Kiengsi-Kwantung
border districts, end, with that ¢s a base, to expand over
grezter aress. This strategy was in oprosition to
reccozendztions of the Party...Cur nain tesks, es we saw
thex, were tro: to divide the lend, end to estublishk Soviets.
%e wantol to arm the masces to besten these procesces...The
Purty Centrel Coorittee, however, had not yet given the
movcrent(the Soviets movement—-—£d.) ite sancticn. This wes

With the new line adopted at that Congress, Chu Teh and I
mineo-plotcmt."

Thus homm:dﬂnfdndoummmww
the left-wing in the Commmist.Party of Ching et that point,
mudpmmmnmam.,.nmummu
mnum.ummu-capxm carried out that line
ummtwmmmmmormomm
army and the Red political power of the Soviets.

The Chinese Revolution, like every other revolution in history,
threw up situations where a principled *minority" in the
Party or revolutionary movement breaks from the existing
"majority" line and leadership—such a fact disturbs all the

tc and detractors alike, the present-day
pos tural Revolution crop of "Maoists®, who, mistaking the
unootmﬂlouhh.i.mmnmqufcmmlm
mtnuwmnmpu-uc-mts”utm
Tevisimism and in the mighty starms of the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution, find themselves well edapted to the
revisionist and trotskyite style of "polemics", the pursuit
of pure orthodoxy in the realm of the abstract.

Of course the Soviet modern revisionists seize upon this aspect
of the situation, namely the differences between the Comintern
and bertein sections of the Chi C st

to cut away the fund tel agr

attack the policy of creating kers' and p ets,
uthqathckthoothckqm&wmuu,hm
form of a self-righteous "critique” of "ultra-leftisa®:

"...80me of the guidelines which the Comintern gave to the
Communist Party of China, in the early thirties, contained
appraisals which overestimated the level of the revolution-
ery upswing, mumtormcridainthlmdn
Tegime, and the possibilities of the revolution's forces...
mccp-mnwumwz.ponqotmumn-

Cf course, seizing power "everywhere" mas impossible, but the
Soviet modern revisioniets, whose anti-China polemics in

queation to attack the line of New Orgens of Struggle, the line
which today mut take holc of the revolutionary struggles
throughout the coloniel world. The lnited Front sgainst imperiel-
icn today in the coloniel 2ones, es in the Red Areas in China

in the Third Period, can only take the form of councils of

erned workers and peasants, or it will not be at all. Even the
Binitetions of the Indochinese revolutions can be located in

the absence, sometimes not Complete, of Soviet-type mass organs
of the revolutimmery struggle, wiking the peasent-egrarien
reveliution with the drben proleterien and populer insurgency.

(continicd o.. next pege)




Returning to the revisionist criticism of the Comintern Third
Pmdlhom&im,mmcﬂ.ntmmm'mﬂ-u'
the level of the revollutionary upswing ? And, was the line of
"Only Soviets can save China" really impracticable ? What was
u.uu#mﬂmmofmotmmtm
in this period ? To best answer these questions, we refer to

en article entitled "Soviets in China" by L. Magyar, originally
published in Bolshevik, no. 18, 1930, a Russien publication, and
reprinted in The Commupist,in this country, Jan. and Feb, 1931.

"The temporary victory of the counter-revolution in 1927
and the economic and political crisis meant, for the workers,
loeing whatever gains the revolution had made...Still the
Kuatnuueonldmtmmlmotﬂumormhmt¢
it by the imperialists and the bourgeoisie. It could mot
crush the labor movement.

"During 1928 about 400,000 workers participated in strikes;
during 1929 about 750,000 workers participated. The strike
wave spread in width and depth all over the comntry...In
Shanghai, Hankow, Tsing-Teo end in Canton the proletarist
proved in mass demonstrations and in street-fighting that
it has recovered from the bloody knocks of the counter-rew-
olution and that it continues to struggle as the leading
class.

revolutionary wing upon the proletariat.

"Most remarkable, most characteristic of the present phase
of the Chinese revolution is the upsurge of the peasant
movement, the ever-spreading pessant war...

*"In the South, at the junction of three provinces—EKwantung,
Futsian, end Tsiansi-——-small detachments of the incipient

of the revolution. The "left" and right remegades, wilh
froth at their mouths, defended the slogan of a comstitaemt
assembly. The Comintern end the Comsunist Party of China
pat forth the slogan of Soviets.

*"Ten millicns of Chinese peasants decided this question
by voting for Soviet power. They voted with rifles,
lances, balberds, pitchforke, clubs, and shatever else
came to hand, for Soviets. And shen masses vote with arms,
it is the most effective, the most undenisble vote. The
Chinese peasant is at present procreating into life the

at present voting for Lemin's Thesis of the Second
Congress of the Comintern...

fe Imow today the full significance of the process decribed
sbove, against all the detracticns during snd since.

There is 0o better way of completéng this study of Third

e

Period then to refer to the actual struggles in that pericd
which we may commect sith the growth of the Red frmy and

the revcluticn iz China—specificelly, the sreas that L. Negyer
refers to directly in the article sbove/

First, India. Begioning with the nsticmel strike msovemsst in
1928, and tuilding wp to the nation-wide gemeral strike and

(continued on next page)
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In Indo-china, this same period is the period of the mass
revolutionary upsurge of workers and peasants, beginning with
the strike by 3,000 workers at the Phu Rieng rubber plantation
in Nem Bo in February 1930, and culminating in the Nghe-Tinh
Soviet in 1931. As the offAcial "Outline History of the Vietnam
Workers' Party"(Banoi, 1970) states: .

"The 1930-1931 revolutionary upsurge and the Nghe-Tinh
Soviet had a great historic significance. It was the dress
rehearsal by the Vietnamese people in preparation for the

ful August Revolution at a later date...In the
course of this powerful revolutionary movement, our Party
was tempered and matured.”

In Koree, this period is likewise marked by the appearance of
‘mass-scale revolutionary struggles, including the birth of the
first revolutionary army in Korea, which developed, as in China,
amidst bitter struggles inside the Korean Communists' ranks

and differences, at various stages of developement, with the
directives of the Comintern. Chapter 13, Vol. 1 of Baik Bong's
"Political Biography of Kim Il Sug" relates:

'eoil the late 1920's, the Korean people, with

revolutionary workers and peesants in the forefromt, took
Communists
1 strike,

up a powerful struggle under the guidance of

in 1929; the workers of W waged a g

followed closely by large-scale strikes and revolts of
workers of the Pusan Textile Mills, the Sinheung Colliery,
and the Pyongyang Rubber factory. Encoummged by the
revolutionary advance of the kers, the p nts,
undertook vigorous struggles in various parts of the
country...In the autumn of 1931, Korean ts in the
Chientao area rose in the Choosoo (Autumn Earvest) Uprising
under Communist leadership. Over 100,000 peasants particip-
ated in this revolt from all purts of East Manchuria, and
this struggle triggered the Choonhwang (Spring Lean Season)
Uprising in the spring of 1932...The most significant
feature of the revolutionary struggles during this period
was the active, violent adva by the The
situation demanded urgently that this edvance of the
masses be generalized and orgenized to develope into a
prospective armed struggle of a higher form.”

That higher form was the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army, founded
by Kim I1 Sung on April 25, 1932, and soon following that, the
People's Revolutionary Goverment, established on the basis of
the liberated zones in East Manchuria. :

Thus, we can see that the process underway in China in the Third
Period was in no way an isolated pr Compare this g 1
developement with the situation, at the same time, in Burope.
Can there be any greater vindication of the Marxist concept of
unewen developement in history ? Comsicdering the question from
this perspective, can we really accept the shallow and limited
outlook of the Quardian and other such would-be defenders of
the Chinese Revolution, who, in all their 'polemics' have really
ignored the most important points ? Can there be any doubt that
the revolutionary program of struggle in the colonial countries,
as put forward by Lenin and the Communist Internmational in its
first Six World Congresses, has nothing to do with the "Third
Worldisa" of either the Cuban revisionist Castro or the Chinese
centrist Chou En Lai ? Can there be any question that the line
of People's War, of revolutionary war-of the oppressed natioms,
Joining with, not in opposition to, the class war of the
proletariat in the imperialist nations, is the direct develop
from and true defender of the Leninist theory of the role of
the mational-colonial question in the world revolution ? And,
finally, can there be developed, against all varieties of
opportunism end treachery, and taking into account

the experience of the world revolution in all its inner
complexity and dislectics of developement, an international
program, strategy, and tactics for today ?

These questions are posed before us stronger and stronger
with every passing day.

Nith this article, the serdes on the Third Period is completed.
In the next issus of Class War, "Struggle Between Two Lines in
the Communist Movement", which is our ongoing project of
historical research and analysis, will present a study of
Left-Wing Communism, its origins in the proleterien movement,
the polemics in the eerly Comintern, as well as the subsequent
developement of the verious Left Communist elements-—-Bordige,
Lukacs, Kollontei, Pannekoek, Karl Korsch, Sylvic Pankhurst,
etc.-on up to the preceni-cday trends which are often amelgemoted
unier the title "Ultra-Left".

In the next issue as well, we will present our outline history,
enalysis, snd polemics on the Grext Proleterien Cultural
Revolution in Ckinz, the {irs% onc,that is, from 1966-19€3.

We will decl therein with the verious distorticns end slenders
vhich huve been develcrecd by revisionists, trotskyrites, end
Chcu En Lei-line centrists wlike aguinst the Red Guurds and
Rec Febels movements, egeinst the politicel line of the Cultural
Revclution. we will also point ouv the international centext
and influence of the events in Chine in the lste sixties in
connection with the werld-wide revclutionary upheavals, from
the ghetto uprisings ir this country, the 1968 May General
Strike irn Frince, and Czcchoslovekx uprising, to the Tet 0ffenscive
in South Viet Num. Thi: erticle mill ccntinue the polemice
begun in tkis lssue of Cless Far, through our Statemen: on the

Ter*h Mutionael Congreec of the C.P.C. end in-"Wnitker China 2",

STAT.Q»la‘;’IT Ois THZ TENTH CONGHESS
CONTINUSD FROM PAGE 2

power, bringing back the capitalist-roaders and sending the

Red Guards to remote areas. The last large-scale rally was on
May 20, 197, half-a-nillion strong in Peking, which was also
the occasion of Mao Tsetung's last official public statement.

9. In foreign policy, the recent accomodations to a wide
variety of reactionary trends, from the Comson Market, which
the Albanians have correctly demounced as anti-workingclass,

to the return of Juan Peron, who plans to visit Peking after
butchering the left, the Chou En Lai clique is able to go
farther to the right than is possible in China itself. However,
in the context of the second world depression and the gemeral
crisis world-wide, these opportunist maneuvers are bownd to
fail, however spectacular they may appear in the eyes of the
bourgeoisie’s "world opinion". Many of the direct results of
the international "det $e" policy, ted by the U.S. and
U.S.S.R. imperialists, and accepted by the Chinese bureaucracy
to the extent that they can maneuver within it, have already
collapsed. The "cease-fire" in South Vietnay is only a bad joke.
The talks between North and Sputh Kovea have fallen through.
One of the major objectives of the Chinese operating within
the "detente" policy is that the bureaucracy wrongly belives
this to be a way of preventing, or at least, postponing, a
military attack by the Soviet Union. The case is Just the
opposite. The detente frees both U.S. and U.S.S.R. mnilitary
forces from their mutual confrontation, end for use against the
revolutionary struggles in the colonial zones, in the capitalist
countries, or against China or other socialist countries. The
"Joint cosmuniques" and other scraps of peper are no defense
against imperielist attacks, but in fact increase the appetites
of the crisis-ridden bourgeoisie for military adventures.

10. The next Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China is
bound to be even more comnected with the world-wide revolutionary
process than was true in the 1960's, reaching a peak

gigantic revolutionary upsurge throughout

The period of general crisis we are entering will witness the
next great developement in tk:e theory and practice of the
world proletarian revolution, of ihe international comsunist
movement. In the 1960's the fate of the developement of the
internationsl revolutionary process depended upon the btresk
from modern revisionism and the emergence of a comter-force
against the revisionist capitalist-restorationist tremd shich
reached its peak in the U.S.8.R. but was actually expressed in
every soclalist country as well as every Communist Party. This
break was carried out by the Chinese and Albenian Commnists,
and then, achieved the apex df its developement in the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution, the first rewolution of its
kind in history, and a contribution to Marxism with world-wide
inplications. In the 1970's the fate of the developement of the
world revolution everyshere depends on the carrying through
of the great world-wide proletarien revolutionary struggles
that emerged in the 1960's, the class war as a struggle for
power. This demands the most ruthless critical assessment of
the historical experience of this period, in the light of

the general expertence of the workingclass movement over the
last kundred years or more. Such an assesswent has

begun to mesh with the demends of the hour—the building of

& new revolutionary intermetional, the creatim of the world-
wide strike cosmittees and other international organs of the-
revolutionary struggle in the capitalist, colonial, and 2
socialist countries. The setbacks in China, against the back-
ground of the enormous revolutionary potential of-this period,
appear &s yet another temporary and partial backward flux in
a general current of the Long March of toiling humenity out
of the dark ages of class society. We do not despair, but

set outselves even more determined to the revolutionary tasks in
this country which develope the worlc revolution everywhere,
including in China.

September 24th, 1973
New York City




1 STEP FORWARD=-2 STEPS BACK
(continued from page 24)
as 8t Leagus correctly pointed out. to carry out the
:u‘i.gu-aumn-:o;mmumzbw.m.

er 'mass conference t a meeting of organized groups
to discuss important political questions snd tesks.

Class War did not participate in either of the "unity" confermnces
which is mw.dmmuponcynﬁomﬂot
both the C.L. and ACWM(M-L) to not inform us concerning the
time, place, transportation, etc. of these conferences. This
policy becume, we believe, deliberate, following our interveation
meeting, held February 4th in New York City,
Co-sponsored by both the C.L. and ACWM(M-L), where Class War
demanded an open discussion of the political differences be:
to begin with, the Communist League and the ACNM(M-L), as
opposed to the ritual and all wity—no struggle
atmosphere in the meeting. We were sud tly d d by
both the CL and ACWM(M-L) as "splittists®, although their own
subsequent split proves our demand for discussion of differences,
for principled polemics, to have beem entirely correct.

The Communist League, which is a much mare serious

group than
uem(pn),uwmummamrmumu.

The CL has made contributions on the National-Colonial Question
and has produced a press which is relatively on a higher level
than the rags produced by the R.U., 0.L., and ACWM(M-L) .

Howevar, 1like the cemtrists, they remain largely paralyzed in

the face of the present-day gemeral crisis, particularly as it
has developed over the last crucial six months, A prime example
of this paralysis is the C.L.'s reaction to Watergate. Although
they admit, in Pagple's May 1973, that this is "the
biggest governmental crisis in the history of the U.S.N.A.", in
the end of the article, they declare that we must make two
"demands"—the first, build a new communist party, and the second,
——-hold new elections | They say:

'hmtd-dthtmw,lm,mtm
be replaced by the equally-arch-criminal, Agnew; but that
mm.mtwmmm&mhmu
determine who should run the country.”

Eui-m-w“thmwﬁwﬂnmup.Mc
"impeachment petitions® or the S.W.P.'s suing of the government?
Iomlm.ammhﬂnum'm-'ﬂchhmt
among the petty-bourgeoisie and the most backward sectors of the

has only the most popular of all the present populist "demands"
to offer in relation to Watergate-"hold mew elections !*

Class War, in the "Report on the Election Boycott®, in issus no.l
had already exposed the miserable vacillations of the Fosterite

revolutionary
workers, unemployed, students, etc. who have bemn attracted to
the revolutionary movement in this period of general crisis, and,
in many cases, have simply joined the first tendecy or growp
which they came into contact with. There is also a minority of

sincerely hope that the serious rewolutionaries in the ranks
of both the cemtrist and seotarian groupings will aggressively
challenge the dead-end policies, and if nct other course is

possi break these groupings, and us in the building
of m?.r"wluucﬁ:: sovement around the -ﬂ;ﬂ.

[ @y

YOUTH

AND

- KARATE

If you walk down any block in the ghetto you are sure to see
youths practicing karste moves or munchakas. As &
commmist, I can't help asking, what is the trend of thpught
of these youths ? And from these observations and having talked
to a few, the obvious conclusion has to be that their trend
thought is militariss. Militariss not just in the of
Japanese imperialist variety, but all
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cats as
something that, if be could do it, would distinguish him from
the other people trapped in the ghetto. A cry to be samething.

gommmtfmh-ym.ﬁqmﬁ:
doing something "grea than anyone else, they
mmdr-‘nto. (ht'-ﬁhw.!‘nhﬁq
Willy Nays. ”

How does the militerist thinking affect the youth insofar as
they can be revolutionaries ?

Example-—Youth under the influence of the Bushido cult, when
confronted by an orgenizer and ssked to struggle on the broed
plane of demcnstrating, organizing,

-

karate or « When the starts I'11
be there and ready,” or "you have to get gms”, etc.
We must struggle with any person beckward ten-

of
They =ill be the buillcers of sociclism in
be erure of kow the bourgeois orf smy culture cperstes, movies,
art, etc. Only is this say can they btreek from the holi of the
bourgecisie. Fopefully this article will sake that clewr.

[




1 STEP FORWARD—

2 STEPS BACK

Under the pressures of the world-wide general crisis, most of
what has been calling itself the "Marxist-Leninist" movement
in this country has collapsed.

We realize that many, if not most, of the adheremnts of the
various M-L groupings will protest vegemently against the
above statement. According to their publications, they are
part of the "main tremd in the worlad®, udin'tﬁntmd:t
Whatever the leadership of theso groupings tells their members

and supporters, the truth is that every ome of these tendencies
has exhibited its complete political bankruptey in the face of
the most important questions facing the workingclsss o

Every one of the self-described Marxist-Lerinist or Maoist
tendencies, with the exception of Class War, has either
remained uhut, "neutral®, or openly hostile in relation to
the launching and building of the Bational Unemployed and
Welfare Rights Organization (NUWRO), as well as the completely
principled and unprecedented Ow-ncn Mop-Up carried out by
the National Caucus of Labor Committees against the scab and
social-fascist "Communist Party U.S.A.". Both of these events
have already had intermational implications, which will become
clearer and clearer, making it less and less possible for
either a silent or "neutral" stand to be takem.

Not a single one of these would-be Marxist-Lemninists displays
the slightest notion of the strategy and tactics of slave-labor
and the recycling of workers and unemployed in an ever-domnward
spiral, which, combined by the CIA and KGB "labor

" with the insidious "workers' control® and "comsunity
control" constitutes the essence of Fascism and counter-revol-
ution in this period. By ignoring, or even attacking NUWRO,, they
likewise display their ignorance of the only means to defeat
the fascist and social-fascist drives—creating and building
up the New Organs of Struggle, uniting the now-divided sectors
of the workingclass, organizing directly the struggle for
power. The mystical adulation most "Marxist-Leninists® bear for
either Trade Unionism or its juniom partner Rank-and-Filism
paralyzes them in terms of the leap that must be made, that
must be actively and conciously introduced by revoluticmaries,
in the conciousness and activity of the advanced workers.

For all their talk of "building a multi-pational comsmunist
party® , they have all averted their gase, #ith few exceptiocms,
from the "dreadful spectacle" of the revisionist police dogs

of the CPUSA getting smashed by the Labor Committees. Although
they do not hide undlr &o protective blanket of'Workers' Democ-
racy' and 'Free S in the t! like the Sparticists,
most of the Narxist-Leninists have looked upon Operation Mop-Up
with a guilty apprehension, aware that some of they owmn petty
scabbery is as deserving of political and physical punishment
as the larger-scale treachery of the CPUSA.

Although they have nothing but spite for each other, the
would-be party-builders of the Communist League, the ACWM(M-L),
the Revolutionary Union and October League share a common
instinctive fear and dislike of NUNRO. This is not only because
NUWRO, with whatever admitted weaknesses deriving from the 2
NCLC's Luxemburgism, is more advanced than their various
attempts as "mass organization" and united fronts. It is also
because, to deal with NUWRO sericusly, the party-builders would
bhave to confront their own shallow,philisiine, and even
anti-intellectual viewpoints, many of which do not even bear

a superficial similarity with Marxisa.

In the psges Of the » Palants, Pegple's Irilzme,
and the Cal] alike, there is 1ittle ctical theory or
theoreticaliy-guided practice. For the "orthodox" M-L groups
and "orthodox" trotskyite groups alike, it is "business as
usual”, a little quantitative increase or decrease here or
there, a recital of catch-words, no grasp of dialectics, of
the totality of things, of the potemtially-active role of
conciousness, of what must be domne. The reaction of thess
pathetic rags is to become, for the most part, more and more
anti-intellectual, wulgar, and boring, this, in the face of
the most severe general criis in the developement of capitalism,
the most revolutionary period in history !

The collapse of the Marxist-Leninist movement has given rise to
two gemeral trends, the one softening up, becoming more
compromising and right-opportunist, the other "hardening" up,
pot to prepare to expand and organize, but more in retreat,
towards a purely sect-like existence, a would-be revolutionary
caccoon, promising but never giving forth, its contents
already dying before birta.

The former trend is the Fosterite centrist amalgm tyoified by
the Guardian, the Revolutionary Union, October League, Black
Workers' Congress, and Puerto Rican Revolutionary Worksrs' Org.
This is populated by droppings from SDS,’Black and Latin
nstionalists posing as "socialists", and flotsam and jetsam

from the shattered CPUSA, iAcluding the "original” Fosterites
from the "Ad Hoc Committee for a M-L Party" in Chicago. This
first general trend is the largest in numbers and the most
inter-comected by mmerous ideological and financial threads
with the petty-bourgecisie, such as it is now, at the begimning
of the second world depression. This trend is likely, in part
or in whole, tonwmumopmamaucouthmm,
despite its sometimes vociferous "anti-revisionisa®, and has
already proved this in mmerous instances, hotably in the
current wave of relative growth of "rank-and-file caucuses"
and "left" union bureaucrats, and the Fosterites' uncritical
adaptation, alongside their Browderite and trotskyite rivals,
to this tendency, including its worse aspects.

This centrist tendency around the Guarndian is also, significantly,
the "scene"™ that at present has the greatest access to travel

in and contact with the People's Republic of China, including
mootings with high-ranking officials mentioned in Peking Review
and close relatioms with the petty-bourgeois China Friendship
associations, riddled with McGovernites. Their opportunist
appetites have been fed by the recent errors of the Chinese
leadership, by the detente-ism implicit in the policies adopted
at the recent Tenth National Congress of the Communist Party

of China, which none of these tendencies has yet openly discussed.

The second general trend is most clearly represeanted by the
"regroupments” developing around ths Communist League, primarily,
but also including, to a lesser but noisier exteant, argpund the
American Communist Workers' Movement (M-L). Both of these
groups, the Communist League with mush greater success, carried
out "North American NMarxist-Leninist Unity Conferences? this
yrar. The ACWM(M-L) now calls itself the "Central Organization
ot U.S. Marxist-Leninists", whereas the Communist Leagws
mainteins a unity co-i.tm with several groups—both of them
will even declare themselves to be the new Commmist

Party in this country, which will in no way relieve the stifling
political atmosphere in these groups mhich invariably drives the
best elements out of them , often towards ﬁDBparhehu, who
have already recieved unto their covemant many similar repented
*Stalinist" sinners from decomposing Progressive Labor.

Initially, the Commmist League and the ACWM(M-L) inteaded to

collaborate with each other, but the ACEMM(M-L) idiots demanded
to turn the Chicago conference into one of their "mass democracies”
drawing in every possible persam, making it quite impossible,

(continued on page 23)
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