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The successful Lib.ei"al Democrats in Finsbury die.t~ibuted a pre-el.ection 
leafle~ saying ·that ·they.:"want to BY!i"!!!~!!~m.2!'§_b.QY~.!n&..:&.Qr_l.2S~ 
!amili.es and give everyone· a greater say in what . the. council does" ~ : ' 
(Their underl:lning, riot ours). · , . · · 

. " 'C" . . . 
Not to .be :outdone, the Labour Party, on el.ection -daj, May 5th_,'· ::&ls.o 
promised, ··through the front page of the Islington Gazette, · tha~ ;·eons 
and daughters of local people would get more consideration in tuture. 
A "sons and qaughters" policy had previou'Bly been regarded a.~ . racialist. 
However, there had been very few immigrants for many ye_are npw. · The . 
immigrants had settled in and wanted somewhere for· their sone ._ and 
daughters to live just as much as the natives did. · 

The ··timing and nature of the Labour d·ecl.aration will . not have done them 
any harm · ~- regards . vo~tes. , Lab our 1 oat in Ffzisbury be~use t_~_e .P.flrty 
has prac~ically van~ shed .. -.here anyway. ··;.. · · .. 

• ~ .. ~ ' : . .. r,. .. . .. :: : .·r . _.. . . 

In t.he.: p~st., a "daughters. and sons" apprtacn tiould· have. cpnf~ried.:· 
immigranta.to the few areas of the country where ' there is ~:s~plu' . 
of council housing. Nn provision coUl_.Q. .h~ve been made f~r theY'Vfc:t!ms . 
of redevelopment. Upwardly mobil~' ·daughters and erns often wanted to 
put some dis·~ance between themselves and their 'parents a,nyway·. · .. 

... . .. 
There is not much immigration now. Massive redevelopment schemes are 
uncommon. But so is council housebuilding. If a "daughters and sons'' 
policy is ad"'pted, . tner~ have g,.,t to be losers .... --~~e ll'lsere .. would be 
the ht'lmeless. .: ·· .... · .. ·.:..:_ · .·.,. ·. · · . · .......... ' ... 

. . . .. , . 
A "daughters and sr-ns" policy has a lot to recommend tt·~ ·, The. , par.ents 
would .. :Q.e able tr. help with the babys~tting. Aged,1,1?arents would. not: be 
isnlated. .. : Plat-es like Finsbury wf"uld ·'remain as communit'tes instead 

. .- Qf ·just c'olli'ecti(lns. "f .Pe,.ple. ·This would prove valuable· in :de-velo'p:ing 
resistancEV t" . .:rul+ng class :attacks. .. 

I . Howev:er, Labi"Ur and Liberai De~ocrat . shculd ' n~t '.' j\u3t' ' state .- tli~: p_os .~ ti ve 
~·¥3- ·~.,-.~n order . ti0 i:·~~1 votes. Let them· come cl.~an and say what. ~~~ey ·. 
propt'lse to .q·q .'~9~\f~:. th~ homeless. If _this is likely to '·c~ost; lllp.l'ley, ' 
let them say wlie:t"e-~the cash .is to come frt'lm. : , .. 

: ~ ... : .i ! 
•. . .. f ~" I' 
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The saying goes "Of the dead, . say nothing but good". 'But the treatment 
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of John Smith was ridiculous. It is sad when anyone dies yoUng. 
People shoUld watch what they eat, drink and smoke. Nobody should be 
made a plaster saint when he or she dies. 

\ihose i~t~rests does Smith's canonisation serve? He was a rig~t-winger 
who had 'unified the Labour Party behind a slightly different variation 
of Toryism. One migh:t have expected th{3 Labour· Le,ft to ·give a s1gh 
of relief and say "Thank goodness he's· gone, we don't want· ·another 
one like that again". Instead of which Benn, Skinner and Co.- w·ere as 
fulsome in their praise as anyone else. The media. and the right wing 
naturally _used the occasion to campaign for Smith. ;think~al~ke r;rony 
Blair. · 

. .. .. . , - . . .. 
. ~ . l . .;... ~. 

-------~ .... -
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Th~;J.>~ysic~ · __ P_,~_~enc~_ · of _la~ge sc~e· oppositi·on: ·scuppered: the Briti~h 
Nat·i"nal Party council candidates on the Isle of ·Dogs. No.t only did 
this ~nable an unf)recedently thorough Labour election c·ampa~gn to be 
rUh with massive assistance from outside the party. It also forced 
the BNP_ to go around in number~. Drafting 300 rabid. British 
nationalists on to one council estate on a· Satur~ay is · not the best · 
'!'ay. to win friends and .influence peop:l:-e. · 

Such a campaig:p._ cannot always. be relied upon. Nor· can calling the · 
BNP "nazis". B-ritish nationalism needs to be countered for whe.t. it · 
is, not what it isn't·. · · 

. ···~ .. 

"A plan to -sack the d6uncil;s_6000-strong workfor,ce ·:and rehire them 
on. le§s generous terms '~ie expecte_d .. tc go before~ the new ruling 
L·abour group ·~e;x:t month< ( Camden' New Jo~rnal, l'!Tay .12.th," 1994). 

• • • ·~· ... ~ • • ~ .: • • 0 - ' ""= • . • ~ • . 

Labour and 'Liber8.1 'Democrat COUn<Hls are quite as good at carrying 
out ruling clfis~ policj.._es as Tory co_uncils. . . ... .. . . .. 

.. . . '· ~.J ·- ' ·.~: . 

·· .. · . ... , ... : . • .r.· ___ ;,:.:_ __ ~ ... .. . . 
r, •"\ ~ •·· .. 

··.: ;:. ·~ •• 0 .... .""!.' ·: '• 

·.•• •• ·.I • : .. -~ .1. • n : :; ;.~ .· H.;· .. t:.·· . .J~·· ··:"',.'!~~: 

The!e are.,.tp.r.ee .. gf.lod r~aso~s .. beh.i.n.~c: every' privatisation 
• .. • ;' •.•• - .:·., : r "r~ ''"t!) :· ~ p ·': :. . • • ;:·. _;..! '"'l ·,: r-.:-t : :. . : • ~·::-. ·~ 

~-~ :· ,g:~·ii~~ ~~~~-~~-~~kd~~!4iTby le~~ . p~~p~e . a " ~~ ~ . . .---i ~ :' .. : .. --
3) Getting the work done for less money 

• •• 1 -~ 

~~· _. . 

,...., ..... 

. :':. :r ·') .. .. -· .1 • .._ .• ... ~ •••• - •• ·-~ .. _,(, J~;...! ·"· .. t • 

Basic~ly, .priva,.t.i~~tiJ:?P.·:,O:f the··Royal Mail.will lead to one· :aet of 
losers. N.ot. the custolillers ... ; · Ncrt. , th~ public .... ,Not the ''n.ation" ~' · Not ·~the 
shareholders. No, the los~ra- wil~-,be -· the ' postmen. ··r ·: '-~-~ ... 

The opposition talk about letters.to the Isle of Skye possibly costing 
£7, etc. This is not really opposition. It is g!'j,:i!j,gj.§m,warning __ ~he 
government not to get it wrong. ~-

.W~~k .. a1;.the.Pos.t Offic~ ha.s been-f:~peed~d.up.Jn recent years. Thoueande 
of' jobs have go~e·at Finsbury's Mourit Pleasant sorting office. King 
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Edwatd Street is ~~kily to ·close before long. 
~ ::4·.. . . • . 

, . 
' . 

However. ~verybody knows that ~here is still plenty of elack :to take 
up, as the employers put it. Chats and cups of tea go with tlie~ 
delivery postman's job. Communists do not oppose such perks, vi~wing 
them as part of the postman's r~~~ration. . . . : . :l. - . : . :. ~·, . . . : ·~ t'1 . f":'; . 

Communis~s are :ln .a. mtpo:rity in~~r~cognising~ :the right :of workers to 
ta.ke"it easy under .. t~e.c~;~i~al'ist;, system. Pe.~ple generally ·eee no 
harmein speeding U,P1,,o~her·people;,·: • ,- ·:; 

• • . ~ • ~. • : t.:• ~- J - ; ! . • • .: r!' 
.. .t 

· · The .postmen; ... t,hen;. a.~~"*:O~?tbe htgh jump. ·How can t _ney ::st·op 
. p·ri:V:a.tisatioii'?' The simple answer is to st-rike, not for a day, but 

indefinitely. It is no use the postmen relying on ~hei~ '.itrad:e· union, 
Labour, Liberal Democr,{lt;- or the occasional friendly To·.cyj, :All~ ' the 
postJnen will. get f+.q.qi: these people i.s a lot of o.pt.imistic ~ friendly' 
twaddle. The poetm~J.l\.wl.ll have disarmed themselves.. !The· government 
wUl .give 'the nece~$,aey !'assurances". The· anti-:-privatisation struggle 
will collapse like a poleaxed blancmange. · . 

The only friend~ of the workers these.days are those ·who honestly 
tell them how bad things are. Only then will they take ef-fective 
action. · ' 

There has been a tendency to identify th~ proletariat solely with the 
manufa.ctur.ing working class rather·than with the:. whole industrial 
woWing_ class. A recent survey by the GMB .union ·enables us to .put ·.the 
record" straight. . . ,,. 

At September, 1993, 36.8~ of the working population were either 
employed in basic industry {AgricUiture, fishing, .mining, quarry!I_±g, 
construction, gas, el~ctricity,j water, trans}l6rt,.--c.otnbtunioat16nT or 
in manufacturing ·~n,dustry. This ·amounted to about 8, 871,900 wo~lcar,s. 
This is probably an underest_imate, as catering .worlters and the :il .'.! · 
providers of . ,scientific services . are not includedl .. . .. .. . . . 

.,.,. .. . . · · . . -~ r- , ... i r :· 

The fi~res for U:ldividual local authority distrie~e have be4 t9_r 
be d:~rfved from the.' 1991.-~ Census. The beet 19 areas;· out ·· o'f 365 in 
Great ·Bri tliih, where the -percentage of workers in ba.s ic and.,.,., .... :.· ·. 
manufacturing industry exceeds the percentage in serv1c~-~ em'P.totnterrt;. 
are shown below. · · · 1 1 • ......... , • · 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . ~ • >. . ... . 

Ashfield (5.._9. ·9~), :Port Ta1bot, Tewkesbury, Sedgefield~ c·orby, Alyn 
& Deeside, ·cop:eland, Fasington, Roxburgh, Pendle, Selby , _ Am'ber Valley, 
Ellesmere Port & Neston, Barrow-:-in~Furness, Teesdale,' :Hinkley & 
Boswerth, Knowsley, 13olsover, Annandale & Eskdale (50. 7%) ~ . ·. . . . · .. •. . . . 

No ·London d~st~ict figures in the best 50 percentages · for.b~sic and 
manufactu:ri.~g . . Barking & 'Dageil.ham, however, shews 39. ~% ~f ·th:e . 
werkf~rce in .. manufac.turing. For comparison, Islingten: & ~ins'bury have 
18% -ef thG:ir .. werkforae -in basic and manufacturing industry. 

·~ • -t ,... • • 

On .M~y.23rd, . Dr Photi~ ·Lysandrou gave a ·1ecture at Marx House en 
: . 
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"The Role of the Inp.;iv;i.d~ai in Marx's Economics". He said that 
,~::7 capi:talism· ·wa£?_;the f~rst · commogity sy~1lem. Socialism is ~se a .:· 

conun~dity sy~t~m. The oply difterence ·is in who controls tQe ~ystem • 
. :• ; ... ,.!rhe ma·rket lsr, as essential, to socialism as ~ t is to · capi talirt~JA• .. Wi th•ut 

the market we would mc;:>ve back ... t,., feudal barter, which would f~tter ! 
the productive capacity. 

·· :·· · :•1'!. r'! · ..... · 
,~ Photis,: . vi-ew·( ·i-E! vecy close to that , of China's ~vang Z:huo:- ·· .··...s . , J 

"The market regulates the operation of enterprises · like- an · invi~ible 1 
hand, but the visible hand of government controls the market. The 
government controls market supply and demand by regulating the total 

.'· volume and the allocation of res-ources". . .... •~ · 
:iF · .. r· • '··-1 r •• 

·-.'This view is welcome. since it concen·t'I~s.tes,.. at-tention on whioh..: (liass 
. :.':. ,is ··running society rather than on the f}rms ., .O;r ownership an_d -planning. 

·:-;Even in the most tightly regulated society; th.-e markt:t operatE:ts . at 
. -,t-he in.d.ivldual level every time- somebody decides to "Quy, say, ;~ 

apple instead of a pear. Photis appeared to be in favour of market 
regulat\bn going way above this level bUt stopping at the commanding 

... he.i,ghts}:·h'f the e<..C'ti:Omy which would defini tel.y be owned BJ;ld : run by 
the state. . · ... : ; : '.l·' 

This fits in with the programme of the Commqnist Party of Britain. 
It is also very nice for the employees of the co~ding heights. 
However, it removes the co~anding heights themselves from market 
discipline. . _ ... . . : :·· .. _ 

---------6... . . :. ·J • 

,~!~§~~,~~-J~~~~~Q~~~~Q~~~~!Q-~~:!_~!~!N!§~? : : • f"• I ' '~ 

For 40 years or more, the Er:. tish peopJ..e have been b~ainwaehed ·. to 
t~~~- of .Stalin as.~omeone who operated through a tearsQme bureau• 

... . c._:t,~,cy, af;ld. who liked .. :p.othing; s.9 much as tb se~d:. pe~ple to Arc;t.ic 
· .. ::. CJ,Tcle. ~q!;'!Mi:t>el"~an s)._ave labp":Q.r camp_~ or to . th~.~-~ deaths t ·· P,$-r,~icu-
. :.~ . ,, ~-~~ly . if . . ~fl~:Y: we!e innocent ~ 8-r,r:~~ : cr~me. -~ : ~ ·· , . . . ~-:~- : ~· · -' 

I' 

r ,. , .. 

If ' :SomEioAe '1'8 ··a,: ~t~id , oaf ~hp~_ opej:?-_~es b~~a~·{j~-~ti69.lty BJ1d ::. gi V~S one 
the impression. that' ",in different cd.rc\imstances·, he would have one .. 
b:).ot~ed . 9~t, li.i.e: -~s ~ike~.y to ; R~ 2~ab~lle~t,~ , "st~in~s~'1 , . ~.ornebody does 

.. , ~o.t :~ h·aye ~o a~r~e wJ. t:1 ~talln· . .to be q~1~~[:· ~ \~~tal~n+s~'\~·.r ·-

.c.o.$P.e+~~:=~ is _ jlp sei.l·s~. in "!of.ship~i*g Stali.~t ;-~·t. .·~~~' or~~-·~iJ;i~;, _or anyone 
· else. But ·there are things that we can u.sefUll;y-.t learn· f'rom :Stalin that 

we cannot learn from Marx or Lenin, if only because they were not 
... aroupd between 1924 . and. 1.9.5?.~ The Stalin Soci,ety is therefor.~ . :re-
. :\: bab1!J tating Stal+*. - .b~· :PJ·::~'s;~J7.~ 1.p.g ~ · positive a~<?ount of his_ ~qhieve

ments! ·. ',l'he Sta+~n:." ~pc~~ty . J..~-;;-~~~-S!lQ.' s most use:r~ contribution to 
revolution for some .time. · · .' '· ~ ·. · , .· ,-::·. . ''::,·u··. ·- ., 

..... Hpwever, .while . ~~~~.~ir.~.i~t 11 1- ?-Pd "stalinism" are .~ pommonly regarded as 
·" wor4s . ·?f ·abusr, ,_ ¥1 . effp.:rts·· to do . justice to S.~~in will hav~ only a 

. .. ··.) ;l;l1;;~le . lo~e ·. ef:fec.1; that?-0 .~:mo~bal;ts ·.' in hell. St~~n.ism needs .. t~ ;Re 
posi tiv~~¥" ;r~de.~~n~d a~.,~~ exten.<iin~ : the revolutio.P~ while pre~ecying its 
gains". Anything less ~s to accept the slander of Stalln contained in 
the current use of the word "stalinism". 
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