HAMMER & STEEL NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER, 1963

In our last newsletter HAMMER & STEEL opposed the so-
called test ban treaty. We warned that this open
alliance of imperialism and revisionism would incresse '
the danger of war and intensify imperislist aggression
against the national liberation movements., Both the
dead and mutilated Negro children in Birminghsm end the
jailed, murdered and tortured population of South Viet
Nam are testimony of where this "step toward pesce"™ leads,

Ei ther U.S. Marxists, oppose tne machinations of U.S,
imperialists and their government or they zdvocate
revisionism and capitulationism. Imperialism assigned
the revisionists in the U.S. certain tasks on the tri-
partite treaty. It was their job to picture the pact

as "humanist®, "classless® and "pesceful.® Kennedy makes
it clear that this was the treaty long advocated by
Baruch, Rockefeller and DuPont., But the CPUSA leadership
and the WORKER solemnly assure us that it is 8 result of
working clasg pressure and a great victory for peace.

The NATIONAL GUARDIAN, yielding to pressure from the
Kemnedy administration and from the revisionists,
endorsed the pact, This was a setback for the left
progressive forces since the GUARDIAN had indicated in
some of its past articles an awareness of Kennedy's role,

Special attention should be given the position of
PROGRESSIVE IABOR on the Khrushchev-Kennedy agreement on
nuclear testing since PL has occasionally pretended
sympathy to the line of the world Marxist-Leninist
movement, Recently one of PL's leaders in an interview
with the N.Y. Times remained silent on the alleged
partial test-ban pact while advancing the claim that he
was expelled from the CPUSA for being "pro-Chinese and
pro-Albanain.® We reserve comment on the latter
statement and turn our attention to some of PL's policy
statements. Even a brief discussion of EL's program
will increase the understanding of the need for a
Marxist-Leninist Party with a Marxist-Leninist line in
the U. S.



In a recent issue of MARXIST LENINIST QUARTERLY, PL :

- states that "the Soviet statement of Feb,, 1963. pledging
the Socialist camp to Cuba's defense in csse of war hss
helped correct the earlier errors.," Thet Soviet ststement

wag another of Khrushchev's wild threats to use nuclear
bombs which he sandwiches in between his capitulstionist
acts. PL disagrees with Comrade Liu Shso-chi who says
thst "it is impermissible for any Socislist country to be

the first to use nuclear wespons under 8ny circumstances,"
(Peking. Review No. 39) '

PL has failed to defend the record of Comrade J.V. Stslin
againet Khrushchev's slander. Evidently they do not
regard the collectivization of agriculture, the success
of heavy industry, the shing of Hitlerism and Stalin's
great theoretical con tions to Msrxism-leninism on the
national and other questions as important metters of
principle. We maintain thst no real chsllenge to U,.S.
revisionism can be made by those who fail to recognize
the great harm done to the U.S. révolutionary forces by
Khrushchev's pro-imperialist attack on Stalin., Those
who avoid the question of Stalin are avoiding a msjor
matter of principle; they will surely collapse in the

face of imperialiet attacks as the CPUSA leaders have
collapsed. > : )

PL's position on the Kennedy administration is contredictory.
More often thsn otherwise it is close to the leadership of
the CPUSA, For example, in Vol, 1, No. 1 of MLO wc read

of a8 "liberal Bemocrat like Kemmedy.® In what way is he
liberal? 1If he is "1iberal” then why does PL wern sbout
1llusions concerning him? Is PL plsying both sides of

the street on Kennedy in order to create confusion in the
UsSe left and in the Merxist-Leninist Parties of South
America? Or in the rsnks of the Negro pecple?

PL poses self-determination (state power in the Seuth) for
the Negro people &s &8 question which can only be reised
under Socialism, In other words, the Negro question is

in no sense a nstionzl question, but simply and solely &
clase question, How does this line, which is teken from
the Trotskyites and revisionists, aid either the present



v

or future struggles of the Negro people? How does it
expoee either the oppression by Kennedy or the role of
reformism?

PL stetes thet they "do not went & fratricidel wer with
the CPUSA nor with the WP (Trotekyites).," And the
lesders of the PL in New 'York do not chesllenre the
revisionist theft of the WORKF¥R, POLTTICAL AFFATR® end
other properties of the revolutionary workine cless
movement, The 1line. of the world ¥Yerxist-leninist
movement calls for strugele sgeinet modern revisionism,
We agk the PL lesdership, do you favor the destruction
of the ideolegicel line of the CPUSA le~dership or do
you not? Are you trying to build s Merxist-Teninist
Party or sre you establishing 2 line of retrest for
Gus Hell & Co? Do you now sccept the werld Merxist-
Leninist 1ine on the denger of Trotskyism or =re vou
still in favor of svoiding s "fretricidel wer?"

PL leadership hss initisted cempeigns on the Negro
question, on the Kentucky miners strike snd on Cube,
In esch instsnce they heve failed to prepesre themselves
or their members ideologicelly on these acuestions, Tn
each instance they heve not sttempted to orgenire 21l
possible forces sgainst the cleee enemy--they have
updereatimrtod e Se imperielism tscticelly.

PL's contradictory vecillations on theoreticel .
auestions sre csueing confusion »nd hesitation in the
left-progressive camp, They #re rctine ss » roadblock
to 8 Merxist-leninist Perty. T™eir leesdership
suppresses resl discuseion either within PT. or with
other forces., Their soft line on Kemnedy, their
futuristic spproach to Negro liberation, their failure
to fulfill their obligrtions in the strugele sgrinst
revisionism £nd their defection on the tripsrtite
treety flow from contempt for MerxistiTeninist theory’
end over-estimation of 1,9, imperirliem str-tecicelly,
importent wesknesse® inherited from the CPU®%,



4‘-.

The editorial board of HAMMER & STEEL has requested

time and again that PL discuss common problems with us and
others fighting revisionism and @lways met excuses of
‘refusal. We again urge Joint discussion. We know that
there are many healthy forces in PL who want to struggle
against U, S, imperialism. We welcome their comments on
the above. We urge unity with all those struggling
against revisionism and united efforts for a Marxist-
Leninist Party in the U, S,

: SR S0t

Differences in the international Communist movement are

teing discussed throughout the world. In many countries
the writings of the Chinese are easily available, In

the U.,S.A. this is not the case due to the policy of the
govermment toward China and its publications, / The
revisionists have aided the governmental policy. For
example, they have not published ™A Comment on the State-
ment of the Communist Party of the U.S.A.® Nor have
they even mentioned the 70 page pamphlet, ®The Origin of
the Differences Between the Leadership of the .CPSU and
Ourselves.® Another recent Chinese psmphlet, "On the
Question of Stalin® is certain to be a big seller in

the Ue. S.

We will mail you the above pamphlets plus the classic
polemic against Togliatti for one dollar. We trust that
‘you will order by return mail--and that you will not
forget to order extres for comrades and friends,

Those who make every effort to study the actual
statements of both sides in the present controversy will
be serving the cause of peace and a Socialist U.S.A.

. HAFAR A

ISSUED BY: HAMMER & STEEL, Box 101, Mattsman Station,
Boston, Mass,
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