HAMMER & STEE., NEWSLETTER .

$ FEBRUAFY 1965  No.2

This issue of Hammer & Steel centains the following stetement from
the New Englend Perty of Labor. .

"The New Englend Party of Lsbor condemns the proposec Moscow Con-
ference. Such 2 proposed conference is illegel and disrupiive because:

l, Soms of those invited have no rirht to call themselves
Marxist-Léninists. They have violated. Merxist-ILeninist
principles of the '57 Declarastion 2nd the 81l-Porty
Statement on U.S, imperielism as the mein enemy, on
revisionism es the main theoretical danger, on Titoism
es alien to Marxism-Leninism. :

2+ fome of the Parties invited have publicly slandered
Merxist-Leninist Parties and have failed to publicly
sorrect themselves in word and deed. The CPSU and
otrers have vilified the Communist Party of China and
“e Albanian Perty of Lebor. The correct Merxist-
~ninist attitude toward the Albanian Party of Lebor
:nvolves not only proper relations between Parties,
tus relations of large stetes to smaller states., The

~ reoples of many non-Sccialist stetes in Africa, Asia

ind Iatin America are waiting to hear the content end
sone of the CPSU's retraction of its slander against
«bania and the Albanian Perty of Labor. Millions are
aso waiting for retraction of the absurd, divisive
ciarges regarding the Chinese Party and war. i

3. e CPSU is no longer the leading force in the Merxist-
-eninist movement and does not have the authority to
21l a conference of the world's M-L Perties.,

J “he “ew Englend Party of Labor regerds the question of a leesding
Party as & very importent matter, We regasrd discussigﬁegpéfagreement
on tais cuestion as indispenssble to M-I unity. ‘The tion of

leajership in the world M-L movement is fer more important than whether



<
~
L

this or that group of revisionists decide to hold-a conference. For -
the M-L forces of the world represent whet is new, growing and powerful
while the modern revisionists represent what is old and dying, i.e.

the imperialist stage of capitelism end its ideas in the working cless
movement.,

The. Albenian Perty of Lebor is a Merxist-Ieninist Party which has
successfully feced meny severe testss The flbenian Party of Iebor
raises thé question of a leading Party and its intercennection with
M-L unity. Comrede Hoxha called for discussion on this question in his
speech at the 20th anniversary of Albeniatsg liberation, Nov, 28, 196l,

In cur opinion, the question of a leading Perty is key to correct
relationships between Parties. Both Merx end Engels had a grest deal
of interest in the attempts mede at orgenizing a revolutionary movement
in the United Statess They did net hesitate to criticize their contem-
poraries in our country. Comrades Lenin and Stelin, during the pericd
of the Third International, gave important theoretical assistance to
U.S. Merxists. ‘After World War II the Ducloes letter from the Communist
Party of Frence cpcned up-the partial struggle against Browderism in
the CPUSA, ' Unfortunately, as the Chinese ccmrades have perinted out,
there was insufficient discussicn in the world M-I movement on Brow-
derism, an error that leter aided the growth of Titoism 2nd Khrushchevism

Ne Marxist-Leninist in the U.S. hes ever denied the need of con-_
structive criticism for U.S. comrades from the rest of the world M-I
mevement, The uneven develcpment of capitelism and the resulting dif-
ferent circumstances in varicus netions are the objective reescns why
M-L mevements develop unevenly 2nd cennot share equel responsibility
for theorye. In the U.S. where capitalism came late on the scene, had
favorable circumstencés for growth and became, efter World Wer II, the
main eneny of a1l peoples, there are numercus pressures and special
difficulties facing U.S. Merxist-leninists. There are also new great
opportunities providing we steel curselves egainst the pressures and
overcome the special difficultieg,

Until Khrushchev'!'s distortions, Marxist-Leninists egreed that the
German Marxists played & leading thecreticel role during the latter
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pert of the 19th cenwery., From the turn of the century until ofter
World Wer II it was clearly the Russian Merxists who pleyed the
leading role. Vhen the revelutionary movement correctly stressed
the defense of the first Sccislist netion it wes inevitzsble thet the
CPSU hed special theoreticel tasks. It wes correct that its

iremendous prestige wes utilized to edvence =nd unite the Merxist-
Zeninist movement,

. The respensibility of every Merxist-leninist Party to the world
Merxist-Leninistimovement is grest. Without such a sense of
responsibility, opportunism and revisicnism are bound to develop,
Car. we therefore 2lso conclude thet a2ll Parties: have equal responsi-
bility? Does a Party in o capitalist society, 2lways threstened

by repression, heve an equal opportunity for research and study as a
Party in a Socielist country, that is, es a2 Perty in power? Or
" does a Party in power in a smell Sccielist country heve an equal
responsibility with thet of a Perty twenty times as large--for
publicetions or ‘aid to other Socialist countries, for exemple?

We think the answers erc in the negative, ; )

In several netions where there were formerly Merxist-leninist S
Periles with records of struggle there is no netionel Perty tedey.-
The “nited Stetes is an exemple., There are M-L forces in the U.S.,
but n> one can say there is 2 neticnal Merxist-Ieninist Party. The
Chinese comrades have well steted that the Socislist ccuntries are
tre concern end "property" of the working cless and oppressed.pecples
ol the world, Does it not elso follow thot the interneticnal working
cless movement, 211 Merxist-Ieninist forces, have the duty to ossist
thz U.S, comrades te build a Merxist-Ieninist Party?

Thers sre severzl Parties thet have been shettered by the imperialists
and treir revisicnist egents, It is of 1little use to Merxism-Leninism
%0 pre“zand this Is not so or to further confuse the situetion by seying

thet all.parties rave on ebsolute equal role--cven Perties thst do not
yet exiss,
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Khrushchev:seid at the 21st Congress of the CPSU, "All the

.‘(‘
\

Communist and Workers Parties ere equal and independent, All of

them bear responsibility for the destiny of the Communist movement,
for its failures and successes." By denying the great responsibility
of the CPSU, Khrushchev scught a free hend in wrecking the unity of
the Marxist-Ieninist movement, He well realigzed that without lesder-
ship end discipline, based on common theoretical objectives, ideas
hostile tc Marxism-Leninism would flourish. At the seme time he
practiced the worst kind of interference 2nd disruption in other

Parties, Khrushchev rejected Marxist-Leninist leedership by

discussion end polemics in fevor of bourgeois dictetion, of commandism,
of bribel'y .

While Khrushchev espoused the doc trine of asbsolute equality he elsc
put forwerd the concept of winning the workers in the capitalist

- world, not by cless strugele primerily, but mainly by the prosperous

example of the Socielist workers. The example of the Socislist worker
stuffed with goulesh would fill the worker in the cepitslist world

with envy'end topple 211 the cepitelist governments, seid he. But

gince Khrushchev presumed (before his ggricultural "theories" had
produced so meny crop failures) thst the Russian worker would heve

"~ the most goulesh whet did 211 this meen? It meent thet the CPSU wes

still the big wheel end everyone else in ond out of the Srcislist
cemp were only little cogs.

The internationel Merxist-leninist movement sheuld set an-exsmple

to the working cless in the verious countries. Tt sheould not be en
example of bregeging ebaout goulesh while millions are living in srmi-
starvaetion in Letin fmerice, Asis and Africas., It should be en
exemple of struggle egainst U,S, imperialism, mein enemy of the world

working class 2nd Afro-Americen liberation movement, Such an example
- Wwill demonstrete to the workers of the world thet their cless interests

require unity end snti-imperieslist leadership. The 81 Perty stotement
repcated some of the wrong formul~ticns of the 21st Congress (CPSU) on

leadership end reletions between Parties., The world Merxist-Ieninist

movement, by discussicn in end between the Perties, should eliminote

those errors and formulete new 2nd correct policies,

|
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The New Englend Farty cf labor rejects the Knrashchev thesis of no
leadership, no democratic centrelism 4in the worid Merxist-Teuinist
movement. We believe that equelity, in the sense thet every Perty
hes a contribution to meke, depends on correct leedership. The
_question is not whether to heve le~dership, tut who is quelified
to lead 2nd how do they practice that leadership.

i
The CPSU was the leading Party in the warld reveolutionary movement
when the key struggles ageinst capitelism were fought irn the West,
With the Chinese revoluticnary victéry in 199 both the srea and
nature of the focel contrediction chenged, The area o key strugeles
beceme Latin Americe, Africs and Asia, The struggle fecr the.existénce
* of one Sccialist country no longer represented the mein contradiction
in the world, The Chinese revolution produced 2 subsientiel
ouentitetive chenge and soon led-to e aualitetive chenge in the world
reletionship of forces. It spurred to further height: a mew focal
contrsdiction-—the netionel liberation struggles versuz imperialism,
headed by U.S. imperielism. The new focel contradiction plys the
growth of the Socialist cémp frem cne te thirteen netions posed the
questicn of whether the CPSU cculd continue te leed tas world Marxist-
ILeninist mcvement., For the CPSU develcped in 2 ca2pifelist neticen
which had entered the impericlist stsge 2nd oporessec cther peoples.

" It is cleer that in every imperialist nation the problem of
bourgeois ideclogy in the ranks of the wrrking class is serious.,
Tt will teke generetions cf sherp cless struggle after the grest
October revolution, and coming revelutions ir other imperielist
nations, tc eliminste the poison of greet power end white chauvinism,
. Every bit of evidence we have indicetes thet it wes primerily Russien
greet poter cheuvinism thet made the CFSU, efter Stalin's death, a
fertile ground fer the sceds of revisicnisme Failure ic maintain end
sirengthen the dictatorship of the proleteriet within the Soviet Union
couplsd with feilure tc expose end counter U.S. impericlism with its
H-bomo bleckmeil ceused the revisicnist weads to grow repidly.

The Yarxist-Ieninists in the Soviet Unicn heve a difficult, bitter
.struzgle eshead to cradicate revisionism in the CPSU. It weuld be
wronz %o negete the echievements of the CISU under the collective
leacersaip heeded first by Ienin end then Stalin, 1I% would be eauelly
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wrong to create illusions thet the geogrephicsl locetion end the
experience of the CPSU mekes it poseible for them to now pley

the leeding role in struggles concerning Viet Nem, the Congo,
Iatin America and Algeria., Every Merxist-leninist in the

world looks forward to the dey when the CPSU and the Soviet
people will once agein uphcld Merxism-Ieninism, once again

join fully in the struggle esgeinst U,S. imperielism, One of

the steps necessery for such 2 development is for the CPSU to
fece up to historicel development, to self-criticelly exemine

its line and esk if the peoples of the world can follow its
leedership. For exemple, let us cite Breshnev's'evaluetion of
the U.S. presidentiel elections delivered Nov. 7, 196k, "The
presidential elections which heve just taken pl?ce in the U.S.
showed most convincingly thet the majority of the Americen pecople
also heve the interests of peece at heert, that they ere tired of
the cold wer., The defeat of the U.S, "Wlld men" is a good lesson-
for 211 who advocete the policy of,adventure end reaction,” Such
hopes for L.B. Johnson are not the words of the le2ding M-I Porty.

The leading Merxist-Lerninist Party must heve the following
cheracteristicss 1) It must be lrrge enough and tested in
struggle sufficently so thet the impcr1311qts cennot wipe it out
by bombing, etc., or cepture it ideologicrlly es in Yugoslevia,
2) It must be geogrephically locsted 2nd historically developed
so it unites the Socielist cemp and the neticnel liberation
struggles. 3) -Of all Marxist-Leninist Pertics it must be best
able to apply the science of Merxism-Leninism in behslf of the
struggles reging in Latin Amerlca, Africa and ‘Asia, It must have
the trust end the respect of' ‘the peoples in those areas, The
Chinese Party meets these qualificetions. The Chinese Communist
Party has a generadlly correct line, has developed lerge numbers of
outstending theoreticiens »nd is a greest tribune of internetional
soliderity. .

Some may oppose the concept of 2 leeding Party on the. grounds

that it will dull the initiative of other Perties. What is our
actuel experience in the strugele agsinst revisionism? The Albenien
comredes were with the very first to recognive the full implicetions
of the attecks on Stelin end meny other errors of Khrushchev end

the CPSU leaders., Does it tske eny credit zwey from the greet
Albanian Perty to szy that it wes the tesk of the Chinese Perty to
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Use its far greater resources for wrltlng end circulating both its
own end Albanian materisl in order to mobilize the Merxist-Ieninit

’camp to the dangers of modern revisionism? We feel that the leader-

ship ef the Chinese Party guaranteed that the efforts of the
Albanian Party bore full fruit. We wish thet the Chinese would
publish even more Albenian articles in their megepines printed in

Ehgliah

Some will say that any Perty cen meke mistekes end that when
mistekes ere made by a Barty in a leedimg role they do large demege.
We believe that if proper orgenizationsl forms ere worked out, that -
if the:leading Party is cénséious of its special need to llsten to
criticism, then not mistekes but even greater Marxlst-Lenlnlst
contributions will bc the chief result,

The ouestlon of aid 2] newly liberated nations end to 3001alist
nations is involved with the- question of e leadirg Perty, Khrushchev
first formuleted the ®g11 Perties szre absolutely equal l1line" then

aattemotOG to impose his revisionist line on Albania by 'an economic
“blockade and by bresking state relstions. Without more clarity on

the role end responsibility of leadership end democratic centrzlism
in-the Socialis? cemp it seems inevitable thet the question cof who
gets eid and how mucj is in denger of being left solely up to the

- lorge nations and their Parties. Undoubtedly, learnirg from the

horrible lesson of Khrushchev, the Marxist-~Leninist cemp will never:

~again allow the cuestion of aid and stete relations to-be decided

by unllateral action of eny one Perty or netion,

Once the leading role of the Chinese Party is recognized by 211

'components of the Marxist~Leninist movement then we c2n expect more

timely, more powerful, more united blows egainst-revisionism and
imperialism, Once 2 arﬁper reletionsiip between Parties is esteblished
then.we cen ‘expect the more rapid growth of Marx1st-1eninlst forces,

As ind‘cated the Perty of China correctly noted that the world
Marx1s,-Len*nist movement erred in not probing deeper into the
reesons for Browderism. There is en organizptlon celled Progressive
Labor in the U.S, that, in our opinion, slanders Stslin, condones
Trotskyism, practices advanturism, refuses to conduct
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reel struggles sgainst revisionists and revisionism 2nd aids the CPUSA

. revisionists leadership by serving as its sefe, respectable, non-
theoretical opposition, It does all this in the neme of friendship for
China. In our opinion the Browderites heading PL sre dengerous, not
least of 21l because they claim friendship with China, Marxist-Ieninists
in the U.S. should ask that the Chinese Party, as the leeding Party,
discuss the line of Progressive Lebor. This will certeinly strengthen
the ideology of the Merxist-Leninist movement in the U,S, end throughout -
the world. If there are still importent Jdifferences after the discussion
we would most certainly ask the Chinese comrzdes to seek the opinions of
comrades from other Perties in order thzt more theoretic»l light be thrown
on this question., Thet is en exemple of how we think relstions in the .
world M-L movement cen be improved,

Our conclusions would be: Every Merxist-leninist Perty has 2 joint
responsibility to its own working cless and to the internstionsl movement
"against imperielism end for Socizlism, Unity of the world M-I movement
requires leedership end e leading Perty., Marxist-Ieninist Jjournels,
discussion, internstionel conferences ere needed to develop Merxist-
Leninist theory and unity. This cen best be achieved by first of all
recognizing and implementing the .lesding role of the Communist Perty of
China,

Ue.S. imperdislism is committing aggreesion esgainst North Viet Nem, It

is still inflicting sedistic cruelty on many innocent people in South
Viet Nem, U, S. imperislist propegande is eimed ot separating the ,

« Socialist cemp end the netionel liberstion movements from Chine, Tts
tectic “is to destroy the liberation movements and the Socirlist countries
one 2t 2 time. ILet the M-L; the netionsl liberetion-forces, the anti-
imperialist forces in the cepitelist countries reply, peraphresing the
Afro-Americen spirituel, "Chine is our lesder, we shall not be moved,

‘Issued By: Hemmer & Steel, Box 101, Mattapan Stetion, Boston, Mass,
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