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EDITORTAL

This issue of ’Octcber' is appearing later than we hoped. We
planned for a regularity of 3 months i.e. quarterly, Powever, this
has not worked out and given our exhortations in the first edition
underlining the key importance of the theoretical struggle we think
this should not go unnoticed. TIf insufficient resources are heing

ted to developing the theoretical struggle, this must be rectified.

Regarding the vesponse to the first edition, it should be said
that i= eer-+al it was favourable but there has been something lacking.
-uouzit the artiecles covered current and iongstanding controversies,

reactions have been slow, Some have bean on the level of "whether
all comrades should be able to readily grasp all articles in the
theoretical journal." There has also resurfaced the old turgid debate
about the relative importance of theory and the need to link theory
with practice. Whilst not completely dis carding such discussions
where they are appropriate, it must be said that these are not the
questions which should be agitating our thoughts at present. What is
more, the concern of some comrades that articles in the theoretical
journal should be "readily understandable" smacks of workerism which
has bedevilled the emergence of a revolutionary theory, derived from
the conditions in Britain, for decades, if not nigh on a century.

Study of complex questions demands effort and’ care on behalf of
comrades who atterpt o expose tha contradictions in. a thing and but it
into writing, and on b alf of the reader. Life and society is
complex and questions of theory should not be seen in the light of
whether or not they can be easily explained over tea and a bacon
sandwich in the canteen.

it often happens thar no matter how much care is taken in
explaining something, the 'canteen theorist' refuses to understand.
Such obstinately obtuse bechaviour is as much part of the class struggle
against revolutionary theory as the antics of Reg Rirch who parades’
crude workerism to berate the theoretical struggle as intellectualist,
There is a lirk between the deliberately obtuse behaviour of some
comrades towards questions of théory and the two ‘line struggle which
is at present going on in the League. Evidence of this was shown
at a recent conference of League primary leaders when one comrade from
London, who holds to the view that articles dealing with complex
questions in the first issue were "incomprehensible®”, also asserted
that the 2nd Congress of League made a "breakthrough” on the. question
of fascism, All that remains is for the League to carry this line out.
What this "breakthrough" is nobody knows. It is certain, however,
that this comrade has made no effort at all to study the article
carried in the last issue of ‘October' meticulously revealing the
existence of two contradictory positions in the 2nd Congress programm-
atic document. a fact acknowledged by the Central Committee.

However, there have been some healthy responses to the first
issue of 'October’ which have enabled us to publish this 2nd issue,
The depth and strength of the arricles speak for themselves, 1In this
editorial however, we would like to draw particular attention to the
article 'Racism, National Oppression and Free National Development'.
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The struggle on this question is becoming a focus for graprling with

the major questions regarding the proletarian revolution in Britain.

It has been said that there is a growing ‘tendency in the League toward
the development of an anti-working class line and that the '"Rights of
National Minorities' linme in the League's twe line struggle negates

work with the white working class because it helieves it to be

corrupted. The . argument -goes on - why are we promoting that a corrupt
section of the neople ally itself with black and naticpal minority
p2inle? Further,. if we as communists do not rely on the working class -
waich class do we rely on? And if we believe that the working class is
corrupted, .then we are saying that the working class of Britain has ,
actually got a material interest in maintaining and furthering imperial-
ism. These points are clear, and a serious attempt at dealing with the
substance of the question, but their starting point is wrong. Their
guiding line seems to be some belief in the purity of the working class
in general as the most revolutionary class. To be relevent our starting
point and guiding line must be that Britain is an imoverialist power and.
an oopressor nation. Once this is grasped it is possible to understand .
the forces which are most revolutionary in relation to the British .imper-
ialist state. It is often stated that to make revolution in Britain we
must understand the concrete reality of Britain. But having said this

we do not go on to embrace the struggle of the most oppressed. We search
for some new analysis which is not rooted in those struggles. Since the
late sixties rhe phenomenon of bhlack power and black pride has emerged.
The threat this voses to imperialism and its decadent racist ideology was
recognised from the beginning hy the imperialists. Tn America, leaders
of black power were shot dead in their beds while the American 'Progress-
ive Labour Party' proclaimed the "reactionary nature’ of hlack nationalism,

Since the emergence of the Civil Rights movement in Northern Ireland
in the late sixties, the republican struggle to end Rritish partition of
has resurfaced and played a dominant part in RBritish politics. To be an
Irish republican or a supporter of Trish republicanism is to be #n the
forefront of the struggle apainst the British state. However, most on
the 'left' spend most of their time pre-occupied with questions of reform
which the white working class stand to gain most from and ignore the
struggsle against British imperialism in Ireland.

Argentina, although ruled by a military fascist junta, dealt quite
a blow against the Britishhstate and its economic and political power
when it repossessed the Malvinas. Repossesssion by British imperialism
and the Task‘FSrce dominated British politics for several weeks. During
this time the 'left' in Liverpool, to give a concrete example, was pre-
occupied with returning Labour councillors under the slogan 'Liberals
out Marxists in'. This is an isolated examnle, but it is tynical of the
workers movement in Britain.

So, to return to our point. Which forces are revolutionary in rel-
ation to the British imperialist state? Saying that the working class
is the most revolutionary class does not help us answer this aquestion,
because Britain is an extremely parasitic imperialist power which does to
a large dearee shift or export its contradictions. We would say that the
revolutionary ideology for Britain which is hased on Marxism-Leninism
Mao Zedong thought is located in three streams of struggle against the
British state, They are hlack power and the struggle of national minor-
ities against racist repression and for free national develorment,
Connollism or the struggle of Irish republicanism against British immer-
ialism and for Trish self-determination, and Asian communisn or the
struggle of the Third World against imperialism and hegemonism.
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YWe have no crystal ball which will tell us precisely and under what
conditions the -contradictions in British society will mature sufficiently:
to create, a revolutionary crisis which can be used to advantage in the
struggle-to win :power for -the workers and ovpressed peonles in Britain.
But comrades .should picture the oprortunities presented by a combination
of the 1981 summer uprisings and rebellions, a Middle . Fast oil embargo,

a republican offensive in Northern Ireland, and the stirring into political
activity by the severity of the crisis of the .otherwise dormant mass of
the indigenous working .class. Such a crisis is fertile ground for a
revolutionary party to lead an all out attack to overthrow British imper-
ialism, Such a .party we do not have.At the present stage when -the main
task for communists rebuilding. the party .in Britain is to rally the van-
guard, it Lg;gssential,that we break with social-democratic prejudice or
exclusiveness-towards the strugele of the most opnressed in -Britain,
Ireland and the Third World, -This can only be dene by.basing our thinking
and our -practice on furthering these struggles .so that we become part of
the vanguard, A_party with such a stand would attract to it first those
in the forefront of the struggle apainst the British state and only then
begin to influence wider strata of the oppressed and working masses,

P&P- RCLB, c¢/o 263;_Séven Sisters Road, London N&4.
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.~ 1he Oppression of Women
Criticism of old lines |

It was agreed at the RCL history conferemee of April 1980 -that:

"The question of women's emencipation. has been neglected, The.<incorrect
over—concentration on industrial work negated the importanece of women's
struggles other than at the work place,.and putting this. right has not
been an aspect of the rectification campatgn. It is vital to stvengthen |
both the line and our practice on this Lssue, "

The Commission on Women's Oppression was sét up to start this work and its
first .task was to sum up our past lines, and léarn from both their positive and
negative features. The article which follows does this in some detail.

In the process of summing up and criticising past errors in line, the Women's
Commission was able to identify areas where work was needed in order to begin deve~
loping a better line. At the RCL Second Congress, a short resolution’ was passed
which served to indicate the direction of future work on the nature of wowen's
oppression:

{"Within the capitalist system wemen ave doubly oppressed, as women and as
workers. They are particularly hard hit at home and at work by today's
economie crisits. They ave also bearing the brunt of the cuts within the
welfare state. :

At the basis of women's oppréession lies the economic unit of the family.
The fomily and women's role of privatised labour within it is necessary
- and essential’ for capitalism, which leaves the maintenance and reproduction
“Of the workforce tn wemen’'s hands and alse uses women as a reserve.qvmy of
Labour.

Wemen's unequal position in society is the basis of divisions- betwéen men
and: women within the working class. The fight fer women's equalidy 15 an
essentiali part of the struggle of the class for socialism. Without women's

11 pardicipation it camot be won. Only soctalism can lay the material  Baszs
1rfor.the full liberation of women., However, we should also struggle noi For
reforms, around women's demands. " '

' Clearly locating the basis of women's oppression in the economic unit of
the “family, ‘marks 4n advance over the previous line. The old line did correctly
state’ this point; but as is shown in the following article, it then virtually
negated it by rhe idealistic ‘call to “build the proletarian. family™. With: the
emphasis on an abstract notion of the revolutionary unity of men and women,i there
was no serious analysis of domestielabour, its relationship to capitalist produc-
tiéﬁ and its relationship to Women's wage labout. -~ :° ~~Ti- i - s

We specifically refer to the economic unit of the family, recogniging that
the family has a dual nature, both as an econemic unit which oppresses. womerl,
and -as.-a place: of warmth, support and affection. Working and oppoessed people’
fight for a:better life for themselves and their families, fight for a family
life free from the distortions of .capitalism and imperialism.

British imperialism pays lip service to the sanctity of the family and then
ruthlessly attacks national minority families. through state racism; it rpomotes
the image of "the ideal mother at home with the children and then forces working
class and natidnal minority women on to the labour market in order that their
families might“survive. We fully support the struggles of working and oppressed
peoples for 3 better family 1ife, but simply to concentrate on this re aspect,
as we did in“the past, is to lose sight of the way in which women are oppressed
and "how womén®s struggles are linked to ‘the struggles of working and oppressed
peoplés against imperialism, C B '
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The following criticism marks a starting point in an attempt to develop
a more dialectical analysis of women's oppression. Future issues of October
will have further articles on the subject.,

CRITICISM OF~THE OLD LINES OF THE RCL AND ITS FOUNDING ORGANTISATIONS
ON THE- QUESTIONS OF WOMEN'S OPPRESSION
Communist FederafionJof Britain (CFB) Policy: background events

The policy on women cannot be separated from general developments in
the CFB and later in the RCL. Prior to uniting with the Communist Unity
Association (CUA) and founding the RCL, the CFB launched an ideological
Struggle centred around five main errors, in order to get to a higher level
on the road to building a democratic~centralist organisation. in any struggle
there is a tendancy to overstress the negative and leave aside and often
forget the positive aspect of any contradiction. Launching an ideological
strugglewas right at the time, what was wrong was to forget about political
line and believe that if we waged the campaign successfully, the develpment
of political lires would automatically follow.

The CFB tended to concentrate too much on 'pure' ideology divorced from
questions of political lines and actual practice. We withdrew from our areas
of mass work - TOM and Working Women's Charter, in order to concentrate on
industrial work. We thought that any question could be resolved, mainly on
an ideological basis. The line on Women's Oppression, (CFB Policy of 1976)
which was in its infancy was prevented from developing, mainly due to the
dogmatism of the kind of struggle we were involved in., Instead of using
our reading well, inztead of svmiing up our experience in the women's move-
ment, {(quickly labelled 'bourgeois feminist') instead of learning from our
mistakes and using criticism and self-criticism to serve the development of
line, we fell from one extreme to another, from intellectualism to employee
mentality which coniributed to the weskness and one-sidedness of thé line
on women's oppressinn endorsed in the Manifesto of 1977,

~CiIB Policy: the material basis of women's oppression

- In August 1976, the Execcutive Committee of the CFB brought out the
policy, "Combat women's oppression. Mobilise women for the socialist
revolution", which was published in Revolution No. 4 April 1977. Overall it
took & generally corvect theoretical position, but it was abstract in that
it did not apply theory to the actual sitmation faced by women in the UK
today. First it summerised the origins of wonen's oppression, rooted in the
same social development as the division of society into exploiting and ex-
ploited classes - the private ownership of the means of production, as first
analysed by Engels in "Origin. of the Family, Private Property and State".
It then went on to give a basic analysis of the oppression of women in capi-
talist society, making the correct point tha: "under capitalism, women's
main tasks are still those of the domestic slave, isolated from social pro-
duction, to reproduce and maintain the labouring power of waged workers in
the family”, and went on to point out that woran's role in the labour force
stems from this. It pointed out that it is in the bourgeoisie'’s interest
that care and maintenance of the workforce is provided in the home, and the
"social facilities, fenmale employment and legal reforms ‘are provded only as
far as they are in the bourgeoisie's best interests".

~CFB Policy: Bourgeois Family or Prrletarian Fiphting Unit?

Engels called for the "abolition of the family as the basic economic
unit of the society”. Communists have understood from this the need to put
an end to women's privatised labour in the home, the need to socialise child
care and domertic Zabour. In the women's movement, an analysis of the role
of the family znd womén's part ia it, which included many correct noints,
had led some elements to regard the family as always and necessarily reac-
tionary, and to call for its abclition, Rather than take the correct point
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from this analysis, the CFB siezed on the fact that the family is, for many,

an oasis of warmth in a desert of drudgery, and attacking also petty bourgeois
sexual radicalism, raised the slogan "build the proletarlan famlly". On the one
hand the policy recognlsed the root of women's opuress10n as being her role in
the famlly, which in bourgeois society is to maintain-and reproduce the labour
force for capitalism, whilst on the other hand it adjured communists to overcome
this by maklng efforts to improve individual relationships within the family.
This was a notion of what was achievable in the superstructure which completely
1gnored the material base. It is a prime example of 1dea11sm, in that it grossly
overestlmated the power of ideas alone to change reality, In a letter to branches
which accompanled the nublication of the line, it was put thust "The revolution—
ary unity of men and women is essential for the success of the proletarian revo-
lution. This is a basie truth that we must grasp firmly. The most important con-

crete. expression of this unity is the proletarian family," !

CFB pollcy'uCan Women~only Strugele as Workers?

? - The line also contained economist errors, which became full blown in the
‘Manifesto. The introduction to the policies said; "We will struggle for policies
that énable women to take part in soatal productzon. It is at work that the.
working class is epoozted and where Tt organzses coZZectzveZy to defend Ztself.
Working class women in tudustry will move easily be persuaded of their class

* interests and the contribution they must make t® the elass struggle, than will
women isolated in the home”. Though the point about the effect of being brought
into social productlon is historically true, it is superficial to. leave it at
that. Without communist 1nf1uence, struggles at work are mainly confined to the
economic; and the part that women pizy in them are largely derermined by their
responsibilities in the home. This general outlook also overlooked the many
struggles outside the workplace that women take part in, often Ieadlng them e.g.
tenants organlsatlons, struggles against the state relating to social security,
flghts agalnst hospital and school clnsures, the struggle of national minority
_women aga1nst deportations and split families, It labelled all women who were
'not workers ‘as politically backward, This just does not match up to reality.

"“CFB Policy: Worten's Pos&tlon-under Socialism

. In the section "Soc1allst revolutlon ‘clears the path for women”s emancipa~
tion", the line correctly pointed out that, "only soctalist revolution can lay
the baszs For the complete emanciation of women” and explained that this was by
a) providing full employment, . b) the socialisation of domestic lahour. It avoided
- idealism to some degree by pointing out that "Under socialism women will not be
oppressed although they will be unequal”. By this was meant that there will be
no-legal or political discrimination against women, but that the her1tage of
thousands of years of oppression could not be overturned overnight. However, if
a socialist economy is not able to provide full soc1allsat10n of childcare and
domestic labour, doesn't this mean that women continue to be oppressed? We do
not have any answers to this, though sharing the conviction thmt as class contra-
dictions are resolved in the development towards communism, so the inequalities

of womsn's position will be srad1cated
CFB Policy: "Bourgeoid Feminism" - a sectarian label.

Under the ¢ection , "who are our enemies?", these are listed as i) the
capitalist system, ii) opportunism and iii) bourgeois feminism. At that time, the
CFB had a bee in its bonnet about bourgeois feminism: to the extent that bourgeois
feminism gets a.listing among "the enemies", while the bourgeois 1deology of male
supremacism is dealt with under the heading of "contradictions among ‘the people".
The CFB quickly labelled the women's movement as "bourgeois feminiit" - not because
we made:a thorough analys1s of its. lines, (which were many and Varlous), its social
composltlon, the class it served, but because our dogmatism prevented us from
Iooklng at the lines and p011c1es of the movement, taking the positive and building
on'it, rejecting the negative and criticising it in theory and practice.




What we did not gsee ~ and indeed couldn’t see because of our lack of
practice, is that for the class siruggle to bea successful it has to unite
2ll those who can be united against the main enemy, the British imperialist
bourgeoisie. For such an alliance to come about it has o overcome the many
weapons used by the bouckb isie to divide the working class and its allies,
ie racism and sexism. It's no good talking about the.class struggle if we
don't recognise the conty adICL¢0na amongst the people and don't try to re-
solve them, That the women’s movemernt of the 197 's was malnly feminist is
scmething we would probably agresz on. That the movement as a whole was bour-
geois is something that wculd have to be argued for,

This sectarianism towards the women’s movement was part of the general
development in the CFB whicli at the tinme was moving to a policy of concéntra-

*’ ting its mass work amongst the working cliass. This is reflected in the line of

both the (i3 and the RCL, in that they dismissed any work with non-working class
women. It was correct, and still is, at a time when ML forces are few, to focus
comnunist political work amony the working class, in this cdse, working class
women, but not exclusively. Oux sectﬂ"lanl sm towards the womer's movement meant
that we missed anything that wds positive. If we were to continue in this
manner, we would be in danger of ignoring the growing anti-imperialist trend
within the women's uﬂvcmenL + a pesitive trend which we can and must unite with.

CFB Policy: Econsmism ar Ton;agi@ﬁisg;Ga1n the Upper hand, 19761977,

The publication of the above iipe.in Revolution was accompanled by a
truly remarkable article, vhich though “L“po1ted1y 1nt*nddc1ng it as "the
correct lime'™ in fuct concentxztes on magnifying ail. the erronecus elements
in it, and in thls foreshzadows the 1ing eventually encapsulated in the -
Manifesto published only thireec monthe later

This article ussarts thet “women’s emancipation is a vitally important
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question for the working claas™ - CL "‘because women are oppressed under capi-
talism, nor becausc the stiuggls against their pr6531on brlnys them smack
up against canitalism as the odbstagle; but because "the militant unity of all
sections of the working class is essential *o the success of the proletarian

Pevolution", A pretty odd idea of tla ruTaL101 ship of the part to tle whole,
where the interests of the part do not even f,ﬁure. It carries straight-on to
say "Bour °geo;,.> propagenda on oinen 15 s*":ﬂeud far ‘and wide; it seeks to under-
mine and destroy the un?ty of men and women,’Pf““qeozs feminist propogandh
clatms that nen are the reascn for vomeit being cppressed; it comsciously seeks
to divide men and women..." i.e. bourgeois, prepogan nda equals bourgeois’
feminism! It d-as not even nenfi01 Lﬂle oupromac*sn' even when deallnp with
its effects on women: "Their pa particilar cppressicn as wermen, which 18 in—

vitable under capitalsim, can Lave a cpzppl ing and demoralising effeet . ...’
Cbmmunzsts ... can legrn to give leadzrship to wonen in ridding themselves of
the passive attitudes instilled in UQZm Ly bourgeois soetiety.

Backing for the "women caa culy s;rurgle at work'". attitude is found in
a quote from Mao: "Unite and take part in preduction ard political actzvtty
to wrprove the economic cnd poszzcaL °tatvs of women”, an insecription for
the magazinve Women of New Chirz, July 1949, on the eve of tiae foundation of

the People's Republic of.China. . -

The following issue of Revolution No. 5 th 1977, -included a reprint of-

‘a Chinese articie of 196Z on "Transform the family into a Ffighting unit of the:

I

proletariat" The editorial pointed out "The line stated that revolutionary
communists should begin the struggle now to transform the family into a
fighting unit ef the pf079tarzai This article contains some valuable lessons
fbr revolutionary commrists tn capitalist countries also. It 18 necessary to
traggle now to mobilise women fov the 80 ‘2iist revolution and the struggle



to transform the family s a valuable part of this task." The article may:
indeed have given some guidance to communists as to, how to handle relation-
ships:within their own family, but a homily on individual relationships in a
"youthful socialist country, very recently emerged from feudalism and cplo-
nialisim, was. hardly likely to help commiunists arrive at a correct analysis
of the family in Britain, : s

The position Jf\the Communist Unity Association

oy ihe. CUA's line on women's oppression as put forward in Women in Class
Soctety 1974 was, in contrast to the CFB's position ', based on dnalysis of
at least some.of the featutres of women's position in contemporary Britain,

-, It located women’s inferior position as beginning "on the basis of the
‘extstence of privite property, in the family, for her central role in capi-
talist society is that of wife and mother. (page 5), i
... It also-deals with the bourgeois ideology inc‘ulcatéd inté wanen -to fit
them for their role as domestic slaves - as evidenced by the subjects studied
by girls at school, and the small proportion of women university students and
apprentices, and ‘criticises briefly the idea of "maternal devotion”, -idealised
by the bourgeoisie.’ ' )2

* At work it documents women's role in’the work force as an army of cheap
labour - called on in times of crisis fo replaceor undercut men, Dealing with
the unions, it supports the need of oppressed sections of the .working class

to have separate organisation within unions (although what form ths should
take is vague) while being against separate unions as such, It also recoenises
the problems that narrow craft attitudes and male chauvinism pose for women
workers in unions,

Although recognising both the material basis of women's oppression, and
its ideological aspects, the CUA documents went further thzn the CFB policy
in its view of women as politically backward due to isolation in the home: .
forgetting that oppression breeds resistance. The only form of women's strug-
gle that gets recognition is the economic struggle for equal pav...

The CUA also.shared the .sectarianism of the CFB towards the women's
movement. The document sketched the recent history of the Women's Liberation
Movement, and criticised it as being totally anti-working class since 1971
(the point at which the women's national co-ordinating committee foundered).
Its characterisation of feminism was crude.

_ "Feminig ts see women -as- being condemmed by their sex to thetir gecondary
position, rather thaw by the structure of soctety, Therefore they contimually
seek ways of overcoming their sex, : through abortion, lesbianism or the rever-
sal of the traditioral male and femalé roles by suggesting that men stay ‘at
home to look after vhe children whilst the women go out to work". (Page 15).

But the Women's Liberation Movemant's class basis and outlook was more
realistically analysed (in the author's opinion) as petty.bourgeois, rather
than bourgeois. Strong and correct ciiticism.was made .of the.blind emphasis.
by the WLM on free abortion and contraception and their total neglect of the
. defence of the righ: of workiag class, and especially black women, to have .
children. This stani of the WLM was not corrected until recently.

Analysis of the lack of provision of nurseries was accompanied by strong
argument for the ne:1 for women to fight for them, specifically at the place
-of work or educati¢n. Finally, the document analysed why only socialism can
lay the basis for vcamen to o equal in ,sdcill_ety; but, did not défer tothat. great
day, the strugple :gainst wgaen's oppression.. ' %
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RCL Manifesto &f 1977 | : _ :
The positive aspects of. the lines of both. the. CFB. and. the' CUA sunk with-..

out: trace. The eight short paragraphs devoted to the question.of: women in the

Manifesto, .itself showed the lack of. importance attached to the question. - :

The understanding of the root cause of the oppression of women found in
the CFB's and CUA's oid line has flown out of the window: out of the window ‘¥

goes materialism, in comes idealism, and vulgar economism.
"Women have been oppressed since the beginning of class societybecause
the exploiting class have continually forced them to accept an tnferior posi-
tion tn sociql production and ‘soctety”., How nasty of the exploiting classeés!
The queétion of women's role as reproducer and maintainer of the labour force
doesn't get a look in: "Working elass women are mainly oppressed economically.

Women in social production are often superexploitad”. Women's oppression is
thus reduced to a struggle against low pay. But "women also suffer politieal
and gocial inequality”, If the relationship between economic base and super-
Structure was -somewhat ‘crude in the old CFB line, here it is non-existent! .

‘In the section on the struggle against bourgeois ideology and onportu-

nism, there are four further paragraphs on divisions between men and women,’
Here bourgeois feminism is treated as an equal danger to attitudes ofmale
syperiority. Again there is no understanding of the need for ocrmunists - to
build a principled unity based on the demands of the most oppressed. it

. "Discrimination against women forces them to accept lower wages and
this keeps wages for the whole class dowm. We must boldly eall on men workers
to: see that the oppression of women is an attack on the class as a whole."

Having reduced the struggle against women's oppression to one of equal
pay,. the old RCL proceeded to pay no further attention to the question. The
articles in Class Struggle that dealt with worten ( being half the nopulation
it WOuld'be-hard'to'exélude them completely) dealt with women as workers,
women as members of national minorities, but never drew out the srecific
oppression that: they faced as women, and the resistance that they nut upto
that oppression. Evenm in industrial work, little if any work has been done
in takingtup'specifié questions relating to women in industry.”

s

wThe. Communist Workers Movement ? s

The CWM, with whom the RCL united in June 1980, did not have a thorough.
analysis of women's oppression, but did in their demands for reforms include
"rape to be treated as a serious erime, the banning of pornography and. inde-
cent advertisemente which exploit and degrade women and act as an Trettement

-to rape”; and also had a positive attitude towards the women's libemtion
Movement, whilst paying attention £o the need to point out that the main
contradiction in society is not between the two sexes. '

Some pointefssfor¢the future:

“OQur future line on women's emacipation must take into account and deepen
our undérstan’ ng of the following points.

We must reassert that women's oppression in capitalist society is Tocated
in the economic base, not because she is a iow paid worker - that is vulgar
economism ~ but because capitalism demands that the labour force is reproduced,,
reared and maintained within the private unit of the family -~ within which unit,
women play the main.role, The political economy of women's labour in the home
must be analysed more deeply, because it provides the key to understaﬁdipg‘ghz
women can never be free under capitalism - just as the lay of the falling rate
of profit explains why capitalism can nver satisfy the neils of the working
class as a whole.



We:neéd to build on the down to earth analysis shown in.the: CUA decument
of the facts, both economic and ideological of women's oppression in British
society today - and avoid in future the dogmatism of thinking that a suitable
quotation wouldido, in:place of analysis of eoncrete conditions. We need to
go. further than we have done yet in analysing the effect of imperialism on
women's position in the imperialist countries: what has been the main factor
in raising the living standards of working class familic:s? Why were n ational
minority immigrants prefcrred (as a source of cheap labour) to women after the
2nd World War? What has the effect of the welfare state been in policing and
controlling working class families? What effect has imperialism had on the kind
of jobs womenh do? eg by creating large numbers of clerical jobs.

If we can understand in a materialist way the basis of women's oppression
Wwe can overcome the idealism of putting womcm's oppression down to a conspiracy
theory on the part of the bourgeosie, and of trying to overcome it hy raising
slogans like "Transform the family into a fighting unit". We will be able to
arrive at a more dialectical understanding of the relationship between that base
and its superstructure,; the ideology of male supremacism, therconfiiéting
bourgeois attitudes of sexual morality from porn to Mary Whitehouse, etc. We
should also overcome the d¢ivorce between theory and practice which has charac-
terised the past: the old CFB line remained a paper policy, for
all its good points, while the line of the Manifesto was such as to stifle

any practice,

Finaliy, we should overcome sectarianism, and look with unblinkered-eyes
at the struggles of women which do take place, both at workplaces and outside
waged by working class women and non-working class women, and assess their
coantribution objectively, and seek ta help build positive movements.

» T
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-Racism, National Oppression and
Free National Development:

(V}fQ*E'i?}éfcbhtnibhtibn to the-débate, ﬁéw taking place in the
”gﬁ@L;}dn{qurﬁline in relation to the stiuggles of ‘naticnal
. MIDOTILY' people- '

'”“f:’-LThisiatticle argues that a:policy, of free national development is F
% “crucial to a.strategy for revolution in Britain, taking into account both”
+Ehe gtrength which imperialism derives from mational oppression and racism,
and ‘the strength of anti-imperialist struggle which resides within the
iy'oppressed_naﬁioﬁalitieS¢ Tt does not deal with. the question of the oppnressed
nations of Scotland.and Wales. 1Its scope:is limited to the position of the
oppressed national minorities in Britain, who originate mainly; although not
-exclusively, from the Third World. In particiular’ there is a need to examine
the phencmenon of racism in this context. :

“There are many excellent critiques of racism produced by modern social
and biological scientists. "4 classic descrintion is given by the ethnogra—
pher Dr. Alfred Metraux: o N _

"Baciem.is one of the most disturbing phenomena of the great
revolution of the modern world. At the very time when indust-
pial civilisation is penetrating all points of the globe and i&
uprooting men of every colour from their age-old traditions, a
doctrine, spectously scientific in appearance, 78 invoked to

vob these men of their full share in the advantage of the civil-

isation foreced upon them.

"hove exists in the structure of Western etvilisation a
fatal contradiction. On the one hand, it wishes and insists
that certain cultural values, to which it attributes the highest
virtues, be assimilated by other peorle. But, comversely, 7t
will not admit that two—~thirds of humanity ig capable of attai-
ning this standard which it has set up. Ironically, the worst
sufferers from racial dogma are usually the people whose intell-
ect most foreibly demonstrates its falseness.”" (1)

This illustrates three important points about racism. First, that it is
based on a spurious pseudo-scientific theory of a correlation between
physical attributes and mental traits. This is brought out in the defin-
ition of race by Pierre L. van den Berghe as:

"o human group which defines itself and/or is defirved by other
groups gs different from other groups by virtue of innate and
immutable physical characteristics. These physiecal character—
istics are in turn believed to be intrinsically relcted to moral,
intellectual, and other non-physical attributes or chilities”. (2)

Second, that even while this uncouth version of racism is still prevalent,
there is a more sophisticated version of -acism reinforcing it, and waiting
in the wings to take its place if it is pupularly'discre&ited. This is that,
while physical characterisitics may not justify the assumption of a hier-
archy of races, there is a hierarchy of ¢ 1ltures, the superiority and infer-



ivrity-of which-may . depernd-on - some-complex—factors- 11ke—?eopraphy3 .elimate,
historical -accident or inherent weakness. Third, that it is the cultures
of Europe within recent centuries which have been responsible for the -
creation and disscmination of the ideolpgy of racism. Professor Essien-
Udom points out:

"The modexn ideas about rcce and the modern manifestations of
'ractsm' arve of Europcan origin. Their spread in Asia and Af?zca,
in America and the Caribbean derives from superior technoloqu,
which made it possible for Furope to establish colonial mile
. in those paris of the world." (3)

Marxists have not develeped any unique analysis of racism. Marx1sts
do, however, locate the crigins of racism in the material conditions of
colonialism and imperizlism. While an overall anﬂlysls of imperialism
begins with an understanding of its internal economic development, the *
development of ronopnly capitalism and the fusions of industrial capital
with finance capital, in its external development its material base lay in
the subordination ard suh.iugation of nations. The relationshin between
racism and natinnal oppreseion is clearly stated in the. Programmatic

Document of the RCL, 1981, para 70:

"Ractsm <8 o total ;i00207j originating in the slave trade of
developing cazzta ‘em and only becoming fully defined with the
developmert of zapivclism into imperialism. Imperialism oppresses
and supswe pletia the nations and peoples of the Third World and
theories of razicl bnf?LLufltJ were developed in the late 19th
eentury to j;Jp~.y the wholesale colonial enslavement of the peoples
of Asta, Afrizc aw’ Latin America. The economic basis to racist
tdeoleqy convinues o be national oppression by imperialism,
although prinaisally by neo-solonial means."

Imperialism did not zevelop this ideological justification nrimarily
for the conswaptics of t"an nations themselves, To the extent that a
self-deprecating form of it permzated the oppressed nations, this was a
temporary bonus, “he 1ubL fication was meant for the populations of the
white Furopean nations. = It wcs aimed at dlssentang views ameng the bourg-
eoisie 1tse1r, and at the ¢1tellecLuals. That this was essential can be
seen from the 'heretical’ views expressed by Darwin:

. "As man advances in civilisation, and emall tribes arve united into
larger communities, the simplest reason would tell each individual
that he ought to extend his soeial instinets and sympathies to all
‘members of ‘the ‘same nation, tﬁough personally unknown to him. This
'poznt betng once reached, there is only an artzficzal barrier to
prevent his sympatites emtend%na to the men of all nations and races. "

(4)
Primarily of course, the racist .creed was meant for the subordinate
classes in the white couriries, and, ahove all, for the emerging proletariat.

It .is 2 commen overﬂlmnllxlcatlon among pro?res51ve neople that
racism exists to divide the worgxng class. Thus in para 64 of the Prog-
‘rammatic Document it is zaid that,i"the fundamental aim of racist oppress-
ton i to divide the working cZass" While there is some truth in this, :
it is far from an adequate picture.  Most obvlously it cannot explain :
the function of racist ide enlogy at its inception, for the simple reason
that at that time the working nlass was-all.white. And if it cannot -
explain it at that stage, then it is also incapable -of analysing the
nature of a cultural phencmenon which has existed for at least a century.
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For, although racism may be re-structured by the ideological apparatus of-
the ruling class in each phase of imperialist develooment, in order to relate
it to the changing specific needs of that phase, it is also transmitted from
one generation to the next within the working class.

Undoubtedly there are aspects of this "divisiveness' function even in
the early stages of the development of racism, hecause this development was
very complex. On the one hand, the concept of race is so amorphous that it
can be applied to differences between nations, even when those nations do not «
exhibit marked physical differences from one another, such as skin colour.
Thus in Britain racist antagonism was generated towards neighbouring white
nations at the historical point when the doctrine of white supremacy was in
its infancy. The obvious examnle is racism towards the Irish peonle. Od the
other hand, colonial penetration took the form of emigration of the surnlus
labour force from the imperialist nations, and racism nlaved its part in
d1V1d1ng poor settler from 1nd10enous ponulation - as in Canada,. Australla,
New Zealand and South Africa.

But what must be grasped conceptually is the princinal function of
racism, which has been the ideological concomitant of imperialism's oppres:
sion of nations. As far as the subordinate classes in the imperialist count-
ries were concerned, racism justified the subordination of other nations to
the nation of which they were members., A former officer of the Indian Civil
Service at ‘the turn of the century pointed out that there was :

"o eherished conviction shared by every Eﬂglzshman in India, from the
Wighest to the lowest, ;..the comviction in every man that he belongs
to a race which God has destined to goverm and subdue.” (5)

A conviction, it might be added, shared by almost every Englishman in England.
The results of this were to prevent any opposition from the working class of
the oppressor nation to the onpression of other nations and to take the edge
off their opposition to their ~wn exploitation by the ruling class of their
own nation. Racism enlisted the support of the subordinate classes, princi-
pally the working ciass, in the process of subjugation and depredation of

the oppressed nations.

D1v191veness, in various forms, is apparent at a1l stages in the history
of racism, Racism has operated to prevent the proletariat of the 1mner1allst
countries from seeing their common interest with the opnressed colonial
peoples since the 1st World War and the Russian revolution. With the advent
of relatively large-scale immigration from the Third World to Britain, racism
bas prevented the white workers from seeing their common interest with black
workers., But it would be to underestimate the true nature and strength of
rac13m in “the whlte working class to mistake these secondary aspects for the
essence of rac1sm, which is to create an alliance, however temnorary, shifting
and contradlctory, between the classes of oppressor nation, directed against
the oppressed 'nationalities.

For the.oppressed nationalities, and particularly for the fragments of
the oppressed nationalities in the imperialist countries, (national minori-
ties) this development of racism has immortant consequences. Far from being
a phenomenon distinct from natienal orpression, and one susceptible to a
less radical solution than the national question, racism is an ideology-
derived from national onpression and intimately bound up with it. The objective
form which racism takes in a racist society, which may be termed racist op—
pression, is the highest and most vicious form of national omnression. For
the oppressed, their primary struggle is against that opnression, and it takes
the form of "a'struggle.between nationalities. So long as the-alliance between-
the classes within the oppressor nation continues, it must be a struggle even
against the subordinate classeés of that nation, i
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It is a feature common to both right and left forms of opportunism on

this question to regard the struggle against racism as a class question alone
subsumed: Wlthln the contradlctlon between the. proletariat and the bourgeoxsle.

... The rightist form, seen within tendencies 1like the CPGB and 'left!' Labour, is

to call for the. assimilation: of.:the national minorities with the majority
natlonallty. They regard ‘all -as "British", and argue that.the contradiction -
posed’ by racist, oppression will dxsanpear once* the assimilation is comnlete.A
The means of effect1np it are state conc111atory bodies like the:CRE, ‘saual::
'opnortun1t1es legislatim, and certain liberal adjustments in society: which
recognlse some:- superficial elements of the culture of:national: minorities,
The. leftlst fonm is to reduce everything to'ithe ‘contradiction hetween workers
and capltallsts, and thus. to-condemn- any attitudes which.are seen as dividing
the work1ng class. Thé racist suprémacism of the white working class and the
assertion of ‘identity of the national minorities are: treated as equal or near-
ly equal enemles.4The roots of this chauvenlsm 1lie 1n the traditional
Trotskylst ﬁowngradlng of the natbnal question in-any conte t, exem:iigled

by the M111tant Tendency's arguments ‘for replacing national liberation strug~-
gles bv some imagined unity between workers of the oppressor and oppressed
nations =~ Brltlsh and Irish workers, Israeli and Dalestuu.an workers etc.

Such apprnaches are intended to facilitate two consequenceS' the eli~
mination of antagonism between nationalities and the provision of conditions
for a successful re-strugturing of power relations in society (right) or
revolution (left). In fact they achieve theopposite. Denial of the existence
of contrad1ct1ons between oppreszors and oppressed nationalities not only
creates gréater suspicion, fear and hatred in the minority nationalities, it
dlso endorses racism. An assimilation policy reinforces the claims of racism
of the suoerlorlty .of the majority nationality (because it is always the.
minority which mist assimilate into ‘the majority), And, far from increasing
the potential for revolutlon9 these approaches put the roadblocks of chauvenism
in its path. They ignore the weaknesses within the working class of the
majority community which have historically held it back from developing ' its
revolutionary. potential, And they fail to recognise the tremendous force for
révolution within the struggle of the oppressed national minorities, the: -
manifestations of which, like the summer 1981 uprisings, have already shaken
imperialist’ reactlon and ‘exposed the unholy alliance between the. capitalists
and the labour movement: representatlves more than any movement which the
white. worklng cIass can nroduce at present.

To reduce the strugele agalnst national oppres91on to a class-questlon,{
in the terms of the- labour canltal contradlctlon, or’ to subotdlnate it to. i

the chauvenlsm whlch ‘has ‘characterised. successive betrayals of “the- revolu-“‘
tionary cause in the. imperialist countries. The contradiction. Eetween the
oppressed nat10na1 minorities-and the. ma]orltv nat10na11ty, ‘emerging from.
national oppression and exacerhated by racism's recruitment of the white
working ‘class to the. side of ‘imperialism, wust ‘be' recognlsed The revolu-
tionary force released by it has an-integral part ‘to play in the.struggle to”
overthrow 1mper1a11sm. The alliance. brought about by racism is weak and :
vulnerdble. The strugple of - the worklng flass against- their subordination and
the struggle of the national minorities against- theéir opnression can only
succeed by: overthrow1ng 1mper1a11sm. Mutual recognition of these two struggles,
'facil1tated by the presence of ‘most -of the :oppressed. hationalities in the..
worklng class .camp, can.strengthen each by. destroylne the :racist- alllance. The
present’ condltlons of. imperialist icrisiscare very ‘Favourahle for this deve-
lopment: the shlftlng.of the balance of forcesinternationally in favour of
the Third Wbrld the 1nten§1 ication: 'of. theu revolutlonary Republican struggle.
in Ireland; the growing dlssatlsfactlon .0of the' unemsloyed and underemployed:
the d1s111u310n and. unrest: among. the youth;" the weakeiiing of the .traditional
organs of the labour movement and thus their control .over:the disenfranchised.
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masses of British society. The catalytic element in thlq 51tuat10n would he
a revolutionary alliance between the working clags and the netional minorities.

The notential for, and necessity of, such an alliance is indicated by
history. The Russian revolution and the lst World War, events related to
the development of imperialism as a world-wide system, brought about an
objective alliance, on the intenational level, between the proletariat of the
imperialist countries and the oppressed nations of the colonial and eemi-
cnlonial countries, The strugele for spcialism and the struggle against
national oppression were from that point welded tngether in a single world
revelutionary movement. National movements before that, which were part of
the :bourgeois revolutionary stage, may have contradicted the strugele for
socialism, *The Octobetr Revolution was the product of the alliance hetween
the proletariat and the oppressed nations within the Russian empire. The
Chinese revolution was hased on a co-ordination between the strugple of the
whole Chinesé people ‘and the strugple of China’s minority nationalities
agaidnst Han chauvenism,

From the experiences of these countries certain general elements can be
abstracted. Firstly, only the alliance between the struggle of the sub-
ordinate classes and the struggle of the oppressed nationalities can provide
the necessary conditions for revolution., Second, socialism destroys the
objective basis for national oppréssion, hut it does not complete the nrocess
of the emancipation of the onpressed nationalities, nor extinguish the
contradictions between dominant and subordinate nationalities. Third, positive
measures must be taken, in the post-revolutionary society, to nromote the
oppressed natioralities -and allow them to develop their naticnal npotential
Fourth, far from being a period of assimilation of natlonalltles, whether by
force or by voluntary development, socialism is a peviod of the flourishing
of oppressed nationalities, necessarily-because only with the revolution
have the shackles to their development been removed. The nolicy which sums
up this process, am’ which can bring topether the subordinate classes and
the oppressed nationalities in the revolution, is "free national development".

There are clearly differences betwezen the multi-national countries of
the Soviet Union and China, wlire the oppressed nationalities existed,
generally speaking, within their own territories and histories, for many
centuries, and the situation in Britain, where the national minorities have
immigrated only comparatively recently. It may be argued that developned
capitalism provides the conditions for'a fusion of nationalities, and that
there is no historical potential of nation formation which has heen frustrated
by the oppressor nation. Such an argument neglects the ‘eontribution of impe=-
rialism and racism. Imperialism Has brought about the suppression of national
development for the whole nations from which theseé fragments have come, and
their fragmeritation is part of that process. The full ‘developmentof the
nationalities row in Britain has been truncated by a total process beginning
with the slave shlps in West Africa and the East India Company‘'s occupation
of South Asia, contxnu1no through to the movements of Asian and Afro-
Caribbean pedple ‘to Britdin in the 1950s and 1960s, and the racist oppression
which has followed. Racism has raised that process to a new level, within
which the British working class has beén actively recruited for’ nation.’
subjugation. It is thus impossible for the Third World pecnles in Britain to
assimilate with the majority ndation. They thémselves would refuse ‘this option
even if it were opén. For racism has created its own counterpidrt and anta-
gonist, the anti-whité consciousness of Third World”peoples, particiularly
Black peoples, which transcends gebgraphical boundaries. The: nolfcv of free
national development is therefore annroprlate in Britain, although its con-
tent will be different from the situation in a multl-natlonal country with
relatively established natxonal cormunities.

* National movements of the oppressed from that point were not in contra-
diction to, but were part of, the struggle for socialism.



The elements of the policy were defined by Stalin as:

"to help the regenerated nations of our country to rise to their féet,
to their full stature, to revive and develop their national cultures
widely to develop schools, theatres and other cultural institutions
functioning in the native languages, to naturalise - that is, to staff
with the members of the given nation - the Party, trade union, co-
operative, state and economic oraans...” (6)

While China did not find appronriate the vnarticular solution of a federation of
autonomous renublics necessary to the Soviet Union, she adopted a policy of
regional autonomy. This is described in a recent article by Ulanhu, a CPC
leading cadre from the Mongol nationality:

"Over the past. 60 years, the Chinese communists with Comvade Mao Zedong
as the principal represeniative have integrated the basic prineiples of
Morxism-Leniniem withthe political situation of China's nationalities
and formulated, Zmplemented and developed a poliey on regional autonomy
of minority nationalities, The essence of our policy on regional autonomy
_ of minority nationalities is the establistment of autonomous aveas of
minority nationalities - the Teel Of T marias wheve minority nattonal=
ities live in compact comminities within the country's integral and
inseparable territories and under the unified leadership of the Supreme
State organs. Autonomoue organs are formed consisting mainly of personnel
of the minority nationalities which practice cutonomy. They can fully
exercise their vights of autoriomy on the basis of the vrinciplée of
democratic centralism. In accordance with the State's general prineiples
and policies and with reference to the practical situations of their owm
nationalities and aveas, they can decide for themselves their speetfice
prineiples and policies and act on their own in managing the affairs
of their own nationalities and areas". (7)

Thg‘sbecific application of the policy of free national development must

depend on the concrete situstion of nationalities in Britain. But the general
principles disciosed by the applicatir+ of such policies by developed Communist
parties are an important guide line, especially at this preliminary stage of
development of theory.

Essential to the policy is a tervitorial component, the establishment of
autonomous- territorial units in the areas where "minority nationalities live
in compact communities". There are "practical arguments put forward against
this in Britain, on the grounds that the communities of national minorities
are too 'small, that the national minority people are too scattered among the
majority nationality, that they are too intermingled with each other. The
argument of size is itself a preduct of big nation chauvenism. In China, a
“country of over- 900 million peonie, "Repional autonomy was even given to the
Orogen nationality, whiéh had a nopulation of only about 2,000 in the early
post-liberation period”. (8). The argument of scattering among the majority
nationality is essentially an argument relating to the fear of "domination"
by the national minority in autonomous areas, and will be dealt with as such.
THe argumént of the interminpgling of m’ - ity nationalities stems from a
failure to recognise the capacity of onpressed nationalities to ‘co-operate
with each other, once the fetters of national onpression are broken and the
domination of the majority nationality removed. All these arguments are in
fact quibbling over .details, in order not to confront the hasic question of
whether to support the struggle against national oppression or to oppose it.

There are three facets of freec natinnal development, the nolitical,
economic and cultural, The first'is a question of the distrihution of nower
in national minority areas. In those areas decisions are made by politicians,
officials, police and judges belonging ta the majority nationglity. The out-
standing struggles today are in relation to the renression of the black
communities by the poiice and the fascists. In this context. the demand for the
right to community self-defence has arisen. The seeds af the demand for
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autonomy lie within this demand and related question like the police force
and jury composition, But the Chinese example show that free national deve-
lonment goes much further:

"Nationalisation is the prerequzszte for exercising the right to auto-
nomy. There are several aspects of nationalisation., The keu link is

the nationalisation of cadres in autonomous offices. The organisations
and work of autonomous offices should be primarily handled by personnel
of local minority nationalities. This means: Principal. leading pbsts

in qutonomous affices must be held by people of loeal minoyity nation—
alities, and the number of cadres of minority nationalities should be
proportionate to the size of their population. It is imperative to
guarantee that every cadre of a minority naticonality be truly entrusted
with the wesponsibility and authority that should go with his vost”. (8)

In the field of economics, national minorities suffer from the worst
living standards. the highest rate of unemployment, the worst housing and
public facilities. Partly this results from discrimination, martly from the
fact that racism has kept them. in general, in the lowest socio—economic
echelons of society. In order tn overcome this, free national development
must include the allocation of a dlspronorttonate share of the resources
of socialist society to develon natlonal minority areas and to ensure em-
ployment, training, and education for national minority people. Autonomy
will ensure that the resources are administered by naticnal minorities
themselves.

In the field of culture, national minorities are gravely disadvantaged.
It is always difficult for a smaller national group to retainm its cultural
identity in the midst of a dominating one. This is exacerbated by the
dominance of the bourgeois materialist values of Western culture throughout
the world, and the control of the basic technology of communications by the
imperialist ruling class, Above all there is the racist assumption of the
hierarchy of cultures. An example of how racism attempts to destroy cultures
is the position of the languares of- the Caribbean. While Western educationa-
lists treat the syncretic language of an onpressor nation like Afrikaans, as
a language, the Caribbean languages are downgraded as mere dialects of
European languages ~ English, Frerich or Nutch. National minority cultures
can only flourish in all their aspects in the context of free national
development, ' ~

The policy of free national development can only be implemented under
socialism. But the adeption of this nolicy can provide a framework for the
support: of particular democratic demanls of national minority peorle in
imperialist society, such as the right to community self-defence, affirma-
tive action and specialised dducation., In the longer term, the policy is
the basis for the alliance between the twin streams of struggle against
British imperialism’ the struggle of the working class and of the national
minority people, It is the means of freeing the working class from the ideo=
logical bonds which tie them to imperialism, and thus of winning the trust
and coroperation of the national minorities.

Three arpuments against this policy must be discussed. The first is
that the policy is itself divisive, alienating the white working class from
the struggle of the national minorities, and isolating the national minorities
from the white working class. The logical conclusion of such an argument is
the abandonment of the struggle against racism, The struggle against racist
oppression is carried out by the oppressed. Such a struggle inevitably divides
them from the white working class because racism is the predominant ideology
within that population. If divisiveness is the test, the struggle against
racism must stop. The argument also suggests that the anti-racists within the
majority population will he driven back into the imperialist fold by the
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pcelicy of free national. develenment. Those who are not genuine anti-racists
may, but they would anyway exhibit their intrinsic chauvenism as the struggles
of the national minorities are stepned up. The argument entails that the
struggle against racist oppression must. be waged at the pace which the majo-
rlty nationality can accept. In other words, the national minorities must
wait until the white working class ( whose struggle apainst canital is, after
all, much more immortant!) are ready to support them, and to divest themselves
of th61r racism snontaneously. In essence, the argument transfers the
responsibility for the div 7isveness of racism from the imperialist bourgeoisie
to the national minorities themselves,

Lo

antagonism from the majority population hecause of resentment or fear of
"domination" by the natiocnal minority in the areas of autonomy. Such atti-
tudes are inevitable when iwmperialism and racism prevail. Racist thinking
endorses the domination of the oppressor nationality, and cannot conceive
of the equality of nationalities. But under socialism the objective basis
racism and national opprassion will po longer exist. The majority-of the
whole population will be incommand of the whole country. Ulanhu clearlv
demonstrates the fallacy in this "domination by the oppressed"argument’ :

"The second, asnd related argument is that the policy will provoke

"Because tn many eutonomous eveas of minority mationalities, there
are more Han pecple thu minority nationality. people, some comrades
do not agree to the predomincnee tn the autonomy organs of personnel
of the ratiorzlities exerczsznq autonomy and even think that this is
unfater ‘o the Fan pconle. This is obviously wrong. Herve two points
need explainisg: First, citizems of all nationalities. in autonomous.

.. areas of‘nzrorzty nattonalities are masters of the country and they

U all enjoy equal righis and hove to perform equal duties. This e a
different que;ﬁznz Ffrcn EQLinq the predbmznance in the autonomy organs
of the nationalities exercising qutonomy. Second, when we say req7onaZ
autonomy of nz voralwbzos, the word ’%ﬂtzonalztzes"means minority
nationalities making up the main body of the population there. The
word "req4onal” maans pZace where mznorztu nationalities making up
the main body of the porulation live in compact communities, and the
word autoncmy” means autonomy of the minority nationalities making
up the main body of the population therc. The Han nationality makes
up the great major ity of the pcpxlqtvon of the country and there. is
no need for them to practise autonomy in the autonomous areas of
minority nationalities, mor is it necessary to have Hans predbmznate
in the autonomy organs... of ccurse, all autonomy organs of autonomous
regions of minority nationalities should definitely ensure equal
rights among different nationalities, encourage different nationalities
to respect one another, to learm from one another and to heln one
another, continum sly strengthen solidarity among nationalities, make
the relationship cmong nationclities closer and eszznate prejudice
and estrangement cmong nationalitiss.” (10)

The third argumen: is of a diiferent order, It hegins from the premlse
that racist oppression is not natimal oppression, but raciel oppression, a
question of black and vhite. Therafore any autonomy would be racial auto-
nomy = black regional amtcaomy. “his would he wrong because black neorle
are not a nation., and Hecause it rould perpetuate racial categorisation.
The error lies in the premise, which elevates the concept of racial difference
a product of false ideology, to the status of an objective basis for
oppression.

It is useful, how:zver, o examine the reascns which obscure national
oppression in the cont:xi of the impe-ialist metronolis, Fifstly, the
development of racicm against Thivd ¥ orld (mainly hlack) peoples has made
the onpression they f:ce withia Brit:in far more intense than the oppression
of white natlonal minc rities., Second. there is the growth of anti-white
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consciousness, by which the oppressed hlack naticnalities resist national
oppresvion and racism. This leads to an identification between the conressed
and a develooment of sollﬂarlty in strugele which, though as yet not complete
is ,an important factor.in the. effectiveness of resistance to national
oppression. It is impossible to sav exactly how this will effect the nolicy
of free national develooment. If the increasing unity of black peonle ‘should
lead them to demand black autonomy rather than autonomy on nationality lines,
this will be a progressive develorment. Tt is certainly not for the majority
nationality to seek to reverse it. A general nolicy of free national develo~
pment can encompass the specific needs of the concrete conditions in any
given country,

This development of a commen struggle by black peonle shows the
strength of the resistance of the nationally ovnressed as a distinct stream
of struggle against imperialism. The ideologies of black power and black
consciousness are basic elements of anti-imperialism, and a rich and
fertile theoretical and practi-al tradition for national minority peoples.
The common struggle of black people provides a closer link with the increas-
ing unity of the Third World against imperialism, with the soirit of. Afro-
Asian unity exemplified by the Bandung Conference. (11) In the British
context, the ready identification by black resistance movements with the
cause of the Irish freedom struggle shows their clear anti-imperialist
nature.

The uprisings of summer 1981 demonstrate four elements, which are
marked develonmenrs of the struggle in Britain: black consciousness, defence
of natlonal mlnorltv areas, anti-imperialism and rejection of the traditional
methods. and organs of the bought off sections of the lahour movement. It is
qlgnlfxcant,fhat the uprisings drew into the struggle against the state
forces members of those sections-of. the white working class with the least
identification with the social dempcratic and social imperialist tradition,
in particular the unemployed youth.” The concrete struggle of the oppressed
itself develops the links hetween different streams of struggle against
imperialism, The traditional framework of analysis, based on the reducéibility
of all-contradictions to the terms of the labour:capital contradiction, is
incapable of grasping the distinct elements of anti-imperialist strusgle,
and thus obscures the Iiving relationships between those elements which are
developed in the course of that strugpgle,
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"The number one thing that was not allowed to attend the Bandung
Conference was the white man. He couldn't come. Once they excluded the
white man, they found that they could get together. Onece they kept him
out, everytyelse fell vight in and fell in line. This is the thing that
you and I have to understand. All these people who came together didn't
have nuclear weapons, they didn't have Jet planes, they didn't have all of
the heavy armaments that the white ma. has. But they had unity."”

Malcolm X,
Breitman (ed), Malecolm X Speaks, New York, 1965, p. 5.



On the Question of Unconditional Support for

the Republican Movement and the Struggle of
the Irish People

The main priority for antl-inperialist solidarity work
directed against the British bourgecisie is in solidarity with
the. armed struggle of the Irish people for self-determination
and the destruction of the partition system....We stand for:
unconditional support of the armed strugglie and its republican
leadership. -

The above stand was taken by the RCL at its 2nd Coéngress
last year on the questlon of ‘unconditional support’. This is
one which is at variance with that of most of thé British 'left!
and indeed, one which some Marxist-Leninists would hesitate to
support. - The Standing Committee of the Centrdl Committee’ of the
League therefore asked the League's Ireland Sub-committee to-
prepare a document on this upholding the line of the 2nd Congress.
The following is the result: we hope it will produce discussion
and rally support for the position we hold to be correct.

The Ireland commission majority report made clear firstly that the
Republican movement is an anti-~imperialist movement with a mass base amongst
the most oppréssed sections of the Irish people and, secondly, that communists
have a duty to support colonial revolutions as'a v1tal part of the struggle:
against colonialism, imperialism and hegemonism,’ j

These views are based on Iong and deep experience in the Tnternational
Communist movement.

"Parties in countries whose bourgeoisie possess colonies and. oppress:
other nations. must: pursue:a particularly distinet and cleéar poliey in
respect to the. colonial and. oppressed nations., Every varty wzshvna to

. Join the: Third International must ruthlessly expose the eolonial
machinations of - the imperialists of its fown' country; must support -
by actions and not merely by words — every colonial liberation movement,
demand expulszon of" the 1mverzalzsts from -colonies, educate.the workers
in a spirit of brotherhood with the Zabourzng population of colonial and
oppressed nations and conduct systematic agitation among the armed forces
against all colonial oppression.” (1)

and again,

"...the semi-colonial countries, like China, Persta, Turkey and all
colonies, which have a combined population amounting to a billion.
In these countries the bourgeois-democratic movements have either
Hardly begun, or are far from having been completed. Socialists must
not only demand the uncondztzonal and complete liberation of the colonies
rithout compensation ~ and this in its political expression signifies
nothzng more or less than the recognition of the right to self-
determination — but they must render determined support to the more
revolutionary elements in the bourgeois--democratic movements for national
liberation in these countries and assist their rebellion - and If need
be, their revolutionary war - against ~he tmperialist powers ithat
oppress them."” (2)

Thus for Lenin and the Comintern, solidarity was a matter of practical
action - not mere words. On this basis, there can be no doubt that our duty

Thus for Lenin and the Cominte¢rn, solidarity was a matter of praetical
action - not mere words. On this tasis, there can be no doubt that our duty
is to identify ourselves wholly wit'h the Irish struggle - there can be no

question of remaining at a politic:'.ly :afe distance. It was in this spirit
Elabr Ehin ~aawlc DOV comadn na 10976
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"The Communist Party in assisting Ireland does so as part of its inter-
‘national poliey. We believe in a Republic for Ireiand because this is precisely
what the majority of the Ivish workers want. We believe in helping Ireland be—
cause she is the victim of capitdlist imperialiem, and we are against imperi-
“alism all the time. It 4s nothing to us that our fight for Irveland brings us
into opposition with the imperialism of Britain... .
beg,fﬁut'qﬁbbe,all, when the. Irish proletariat decide to take vrver in their
oun hands, wa shall be prepared to render them all the asssistance that is
humanly possible. And we promise them, here and now, that whatever cost.we may
have to pay. our life’s bicod will be the test of our comradeship and the
price of our solidarity.” ; o {3)

.Now, it may be that.gome on the. 'left' have reservations over whether
the Republican movermat is an anti-imperialist renresentative of the. &t -
oppressed sections of the people. In thinking this. they are in disagreement
with the British Army! c —

v "The Provistional IRA (PIRA) has ‘the dedication and the sinews ofwar

' to raise violence. intermittently to at least the level ¢ early 1978, certainly

"for-the forseeable future, Even if "pease" is restored, the motivation for
politically inspived violence will rémain. o
"The PIRA is essentially a working class organization based in the ghetto
areas of the cities and poorver rural arsas... Nevertheless there 18 a strata
of intelligent, astute and ecixpérienced terrorisis who provide the backbone
of the organization. o ' :
"Our evidence of thz calibre of the rank and file terrori:its does not
support the view tict they are mindless hoolizans drawm._from the unemployed
and unemployable.

o VPTRA will probably continue to vecruit the men it needs. They will be
dble to attract enough people with leadership, Talent, good edueation and
manual skills to comiinue to enhance their all vowd professionalism. The
movement will retain popular support sufficient to maintain secuve bases in
the traditional Republiccn aveas.” (4)

', Another problem may be that comrades have doubts about the correctness
of this orethat tactic of the Republicans - perhaps they do not coduct people's
war in the best orthodox mamner for Irish conditions (!) Here is what Tenin
had to say about the Irish rebellion of 1916.

"To imagine that social revolution is eonceiiable without revolts by
small nations in the colonies and in EBurope, without revolutionary outbursts
by a section of the petty bourgeoisie with all its prejudices, without a ..
movement of the politically non-conseious proletarian and semi-proletarian
masseg, against oppression by the landowners, the church and the monarchy,
aqainst national oppression ete. - to imagine all this is to repudiate.
soeial revolisiion, So one army Lines up in one place and says, '"We are for
soctalism”, “and another, somewhere else and says, "We are for imperialism",

and that will be a soeial revolution! Only those who hold such o ridiculously
pedantic view,cQuZd:vilify the Irishmyebellion by calling it av’ﬁutsch".(s)

We may be getting nearer to the mark when we note that for many on 'left’
reservations seem to arise when the PIRA carry the Irish war to the British
Mainland. As communists we recognise the right of the Irish to bring the war
to Britain,

Only the most cowardly chauvinist would say that it is fine for repub-
licans to fight ar die in Derry, Belfast or Armagh so long as they keep
the carnage off British streets. In the course of their campaign against
political, military and economic targets in Britain, civilians have most
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regrettably, been LnJUTEd or killed. Such is the nature of war. However, 1f
we are to detach cselves from the republlcans at those moments when there
is a chauvinist chorus raised agalnst them - then our support is worthless,
for the bourgeoisie have no problem in co-ordinating such a chorus and would
bomb British civilians themselves if they thought it necessary to create one.
If we adopted this attitude we would be more contmptible allies than even the
Labour 'left', who make no bones about their rejection of military:-taetics.
And we would w1n no support or eespect from the most oppressed in Britain:
itself.

In a related vein, some may take the view that Republican tactics in
Britain or Ireland are mistaken and, viewed from our standpoint, do not pro-
mote “the Republlcan cause. That is a quite straightforward position. Those
‘ ’hold such 'a view are of course -aware that our own strategic conceptions
"dre excentlonally inmature and also know that in the course of our future-
progress we will make a million and onw nlstakes that the. bourge051e will
use -to conduct campalgﬂs against us, All ‘that ‘being so,.we should, whehever
.-we think it necessary, convey our views to the republicans - in fact we should
asplre to be ‘on the friendliest terms with them. But this is quite dlffergnt
from public criticism which would allgn us with the heroes of the gutter
_press ‘and tho safetv-;xrsc. eadership of Soetalist Worker.

- Some peop1e~have aprarently ‘taken the view that the term uncondltlonal"
ig. metaphysical. They ‘say, ''what if the Republican movement changes its
nature?”. ov "what if we find ourselves supporting fascist ideas?"” Now in
the most formal sense there is a point to this. Everything in the world can
”change - evea the ML movemn nt ‘has changed ‘its positions on a number of
important questions. But such & point is abstract mischiefe-making taken in
the present context. Oa the one hand stand the bourgeoisie and their a111es,
;maklng bloody war en the T“lea and 1ncre351ng their neo-fascist oppression
of .the niost: oppressen sec_lons_o the people in’ Br1ta1n. On the other hand
stand these oppressed elements and their leadershlp, and in particular the
Republitan movement. Where will the ccmmunlsts stand? Not amidst a whelter
bf’qualifica ions and equivecaticns, Yo, we must stand for active, explicit
and unswerv1ng support for the Irish people and their Republican leadership.
EWe call on all frieads and. ccmrades to uphold the call for unconditional
support for the Republicarn. noveuent

Ireland Sub-committee, May 1982...
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RCL POLICY STATEMENT ON IRELAND

1) The revolutionary anti-imperialist struggle of the Irish.people for
national independence is part of the world-wide struggle against impe-
rialism, colonialism and hegemonism. The Irish people’s struggle is ome
of the longest national struggle in history and remains unresolved after
many centuries. The success of the Irish national democratic revolution-
ary struggle and the struggle for socialism in Britain have always been
closely linked. Directed as it is against British imperialism, the Irish
national struggle will increasingly become an important source of support
.for the struggle for socialist revolution in Britain. The Irish people
today. face more sustained and developed forms of fascist- opnression by
the British imperialist state than those yet faced by workers in Britain,
and in.turn have learned through their experience more advanced methods
of resistance to it, For all these reasoms it is our proletarian inter-
nationalist duty to build solidarity with the Irish people's struggle
against British imperisalism for national independence and re-unification.

2)  British immerialism and colonialiémﬁhave always systematicallv tried
' to break the national unity that was born in the veriod of rising capi-
talism in Ireland, After centuries .of oppression and exploitation of the

people of Ireland, the British bourgeoisie were faced with a powerful
and armed national liberation movement in Ireland; in order to maintain
their control of Ireland they secured the collusion of the comprador
bourgeoisie in southern Ireland and introduced, under threat of warfare,
a partition system which left the Orange bourgeoisie in control of the
six north-eastern counties. The partition of Ireland effectively divided
the working masses in Ireland, North from South, and, in particular,
-cemented the alliance between the Orange bourgeoisie and the relatively
privileged Protestant working class, putting the local state machine into
the hands of the Orange bourgeoisie and destroying any possibility of a
Protestant-Catholic working class alliance in the north-east of Ireland.
We firmly oppose all attempts by British imperialism to.continue its -
oppression and exploitation of Ireland by a policy of dividé. and rule
which obstructs the process of uniting. the Irish people in the struggle
forznational.independehceﬁand=dechracy, The particular organizational
forms. that Irish unity will take will be resolved in the course of the
national struggle by the Irish pecple alome,

3) : The present stage of the revolution in Ireland is a national demo-.

.cratic one., The partition system remains the central prop of British .
-imperialist control of Ireland: at this stage of the national democratic
revolution, the destruction of the partition system remains the central
task of the Irish revolution, The general content of the national demo-
cratic' revolution is therefore: the destruction of the Northern Ireland
state; -the enactment of genuine political democracy throughout Ireland

as a whole: the economic re-integration of the Irish economy and its
-independence from imperiaiist:control. '

4)  While dominating Treland as a whole by means of partition, Britain at
present directly controls Northern Ireland as a colony by military occu-
pation and by using the faseist armed power: of the extremely reactionary

- Protestant bourgepisie while the South is dominated by neo-colonial rule

- in which British imperialism still plays. the major role, although a some~
what declining ome relative to other imperialisms, The main enemy of the
Irish people is British imperialism+ the crucial obstacle to the Irish

- .national revolution has been British sunport for the nartition system it

~-rigged up. Ehe
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5] Soviet social-imperialism is playlng an 1ncraa51ng1y actlve role in
Irish political and economic life and .in the long term is’ &’ partlcularly
dangerous enemy of the Irish national democratic revolution.

6) . Brltlsh 1mperlallsm s policy is one of national opnre351on by neo—
colohial imeans in the- ‘South and by ‘éither direct meadns in the North, or
by using the Orange fascist machine, In giving leadershlo to’ the movement
in Britain to support ‘the 'Irish national democratic struggle, our’ ‘contri-
bution mist be to- Oppose thls policy and to uphold the Irish people s right
to self determlnatlon. In partlcular, we must opnose Brltlsh imberialism’'s
“oppression in Northern Ireland, ‘caripaign for ‘the immediate w1thdrawa1 of
" British troops. ‘oppose all British mllltary and flnanclal ass1stanceto anti-
national and Orange fascist forces in Northern Ireland and onpose all v10-
lations of' national democratic rights by British’ 1mner1allsm and its’
agents We will also unite with ‘the Irish peonle in expos1n9 the ‘imperialist
aimg of all.B¥itish schemes which attempt to divert the ‘Trish struggle
from the goal of fill national independence into neo-colonlal refo ist
solutlons. Do

7 The present phase of the national democratlc revolutlon 1n Ireland ig
under the leadership of the Pepubllcan movement . ** For over ten years, it
kas waged resoiute armed struggle against British 1mper1allsm and’ for the
‘overthrow: of the partition system. Supported by the most oppressed people
thie Republlean moverent has shown itseélf capable of. flghtlng British impe-
rialism face tc face and, ‘Step by ‘step, learning how o’ wage a neonlé'
war 1ntegrate pol1t1ca1 and military struggle and gradually exnand the:
base of their support. British revolutionaries must flrmly sunport thelr
struggle.i

8) At 1nportant phases of the Irlsh natlonal democratic: revolutlon, the
nati”nallst proletariat’ has played a conscious part, notably during the
.years 1913 to 1923 and as- expressed in the socialist ideas:and revolution-
ary stand of. James Connolly Through its own self reliant struggle. the.
Renublacan movenent is more' and ore. grasplng the importance of combinin
class: and nat1onal struggles and is 1ntegrat1ng the fight for national:
freedom w1tn thc f1ght for the emancipation of the working,class,  the-
stand of James: Connolly; and Bobby Sands, We are convinced that: 1n .coming
years, . the unlversal nr1nc1ples of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong. Thought will
be 1ncreaslngly applied. to- the concrete condions of the Irish revolutaon.

9) The overWrel‘"ng emphasis of our “work nust be to strengthen solldar1ty
with the- progressive. struggle of the Irish peonle as a whole without in.
any Way making this: cond1t1ona1 on the struggle being- under proletarian
1eadersh1p or free from any. mlstakes, and without commeating on: the:posi-
tions of particular groups in-detail. We unite: fully. with the desire:of
the ReDubllca movement for, reconciliation and unity with- the:Protestant
communlty in.Northern Ireland -our hest contr1but1on to the realization of
that is remorseless attack on British imperialism which: operates every.: day
to deepen. the d1v131ons in Ireland. Our propaganda must carefully. explain
the necessity for ermed strugle in Northern Ireland and support it: Weimust
flrmly uphold the might of the Irish people to attack the Br1tlsh bourgeo—
isie in its own headquarterc- Brltaln.

10) 1In summary, the nurnose of thls statenent of our ba31c pos1t10n on’
Ireland is .to affirm the revolutionary significance of the Irish nat1onal
democratlc strupa e. and the immediate tasks of British communists:in pro-
motlng solldarlty with that.struggle._The essence of our stand is solid-
ar1ty with the Irish people’s struggle: against British imperialism: for
_natlonal 1ndenenceqce and re--unification-and against the partition system.
Our priorities ae to oppose and expose British imperialism's oppreesion
of the Irish peosle, in part..cular to fighlt for the immediate withdrawal
of British troon; from North :rn Ireland, and to strengthen fraternal
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links with the Réﬁdblican movement. We must unite with the oppressed and
other progressive people in a broad front directed against British imperialism

in ¥reland. -

*%*  The Republican movement consists of Provisional Sinn Fein, Provisional
. IRA; Irish Republican Socialist Party, Irish National Liberation Army,
and their associated organizations. ' .
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«RCLB POLICY K STATEMENT. ON CHINA . . APRIL 1982

China has and will continite to have great importance for the revolution

in Britain:

:I...Ching:is a: genuine’socialist countty.

II Mao Zpdonp Thoughty a° crystallization of - -China" s’ revolutlonary ex-
‘perience is a creative developmént Of Markism=Lenihism.

III The 7 mnunist Party of China's nolemic against modern revisionism
and the CPSU was in many ways a point of demarture for the revolu-
tionary movement today and is still of relevance.

IV. China's international line, expressed in the Three Wbrlds Theory is
correct and in the interests of the world's peonle, and China itself
plays a major role in the Third World, she main pnrecressive force.

The RCL has failed to take prover notice of the major changes and deve-
loping situation in socialist China for several years now.

The Central Cormittee makes a self-criticism for this. It considered it
basically correct to get away from a situation which once nrevailed in
much of the Marxist-Leninist movement in Britain of being ohsessed with
details of developments in China to the point where concrete analysis and
sound leadership to struggles in Britain were neglected. The RCL aimed to
break away from this tradition. hut has overcomnensated by neglecting the
promotion of supnorL for China and other socialist countries. The Central
Committee has not given a strong lead on the overall situation in China,
and this is badly needed now that a revisionist-boursgeois offensive against
it has built up, and former ”frlends" have turned against it.

Our lack of atiention to the socialist countries to the danger from
liquidationism in the RCL. Promotion of solidarity with the socialist
countries must be an intepral part of the work of communists in the non-
socialist world, particularly in the imperi.”ist countries, and failure
to promote such solidarity means liquidating an imnortant component of
cr—unist leadership and proletarian internationalist duty. It also helns
blur lines of demarcation with the trotskyites and revisionists and de-
tracts from the RCL clearly establishing its credentials as an organi-
sation set aprt from the opportunist left,

Solidarity with the socialist countries does nnt mean being starry eyed
about them; such an #ttitude is idealist, can not promeote strong support
for them anyway, and only leads to d15111u310nment later. This has heen
demonstrated by the experience of the last few years, when people who had
wholeheartedly supported the "Cultural Revolution" and accepted all the
‘claims about what was being achieved then have become disillusioned,
sceptical and even anti-China as China's volicies have changed and strong

criticisms of that period have been made.

The RCL must have a materialist viewv of the socialist countries, which
recognizes their problems, and the errors they are hound to make from time
to time., but must support them stronzly, and, in its pronaganda must uphold
solidarity with them,and stress all that is stron? in them, while, in
general, reserviung differences on dev:liopments in their party and state
policies.

Socialism is the lower stage of commuiism. It is a historical period when
classes are eliminated and when the nyiitical, ideological and economic
foundations are Jaid down for comunict (classleqs) society. Reactionary
influences are left over from the old tociety: new hourgeois and even
feudal eélements may emerge withia socizlist society. Furthermore as rela-
tively new phenonena in the world, tli present day socialist states have
little experlence to draw on in- dec1w\1np their way forward and must in-
evitably make mistakes as any trail-blazers will,
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7 All the socialist countrles are in the Third World. They have long been
“oppressed and expllted by Imnerlallsm, which Cr1nn1ed ‘their pre=
revolutlonary economic and social develoopment. This’ feans: that they are

i} faced with d1ff1cu1t tasks, “and fust’ find ways and means of’ bu11d1ng un
‘their "strenth; and a1d1ng ‘the ‘peoples of the wor*d in their revolut1onary
Struggles wh11e preserving and defend1np themselves from 1mper1a11st sub~

“ryeérsion and’ aggre531on. They have:to adopt comnlex strategies and tactics
and must be sunuorted in this. S :

3) If the worklng class aud 1ts allies hold. state power in a country, under
the leadershlp of a.genuine Cormunist Party. then that country is socia-
.1ist and.must be supuorted Of course in the states of Fastern Eurore
‘which are under the Soviet sway it is claimed that these & raditions .
exist, but that is not. true; if the working class has state power in a
country and.is lead by.a genuine Communist Party then. that is..demonstra-
ted by a-whole series of policies and by the economic, - social and poli-
tical conditions prevalllng there: over a period of time, as it is if the
.otaims of a country to .be socialist are false too._A fundamental criterion
by which we judge whether or not a. country remains in the soclallst world
,is whether or not it guards its own. natlonal independence and resnects
the national independence .of others.a.

9) » It'is from this standpoint that any shortcomlngs in the policies of the
socialist countries must be assessed. Any errors of the party and state
“of a socialist country do not detraét from its socialist character if the
" ‘overall correct orientation is maintainéd, and the RCL should oppose any
attempts to use such errors to dlscredlt the saclallst countrles .and
socialism, 1 2 &

HESN

10) The Central Commlttee con51ders that the Communist Party of Chlna 1s
successfully leading the Chiriese peoplé through a diffieult period df
re-adjustment after :the damage done durlng the "Cultural Revolutlon".
with the objective of building China 'into a modern, powerful soc1allst
country.

11) The "Cultural Revolution" was launched for honest motives - to prevent
the rise of- rev151onlsm and the turning of ‘China into a capitalist
' country, But ‘it:proved not to he a sound 1nstrument for reallzlng ‘these
objectives, and the damage done to the proper functioning of party life
made it difficult to correct errors. Lin Biao and:the YGang.of Four"
pushed an. ultre-left line as a cover for their attempts to. seize .power
v1111fy1ng and hounding v~teran Communist leaders, .rank and file .commu-
nists and anyone else who got in their way, They took advantage of the
-.chaos ‘and ‘divisions craated by the "Cultural Revolutlon", ‘and "1 ‘they
‘had'not been defeated in time they would have’ ended up d01ng'the things
which the "Cultural Revolution" was supposed to ‘Brevent “from Hanpéning
Th1s ,and various errors made by the genuine communists in the.CRPC at the
1me severely damaged the prestige of the party. and socialism among: the
masses of the Chinese people, especially the youth, who grew .up.during
thqse years, and often suffered psychologlcallv, physieally and. educa—
t10na11y as a result, . : i)

12) - “In the aftermath of the "Cultural Revélution", it was inevitable that the
Chinese Party and state would over-compensate to some extent in recti-
. fying, the -damage of that time, and would make some rightist errors —~ ones
which are being rectifies to some extent even now. This sort of - thlna is
not unusual historically in the international communist movement.

13) 1In the ‘light 'of this we comsider the following aspects of China's stand
to be the main positive ones:

a) The stress laid on upholding the four fundamental princinles: adherence
to Communist Party leadership, the socialist road, the dictatorship of the
proletariat and Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought.
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b) The materialist ;assessment of . Communist leaders isuch as:Comradas.Mao
-Zedong and.Liu-Shaoqis .o ¢ er g N R
.¢) -The :work to.realize the: four ‘modernizations, which iwill strenpthen the
uw;amaterialubasiggoﬁ%ChinesegsocialiSMy*halg;Ghinaﬁta continue. to-advance
.towards -communi.st society,.and enhance the standing-of .socialism. in:a
-world where the .countries under imperialist,sway. are -plunged.into:crisis.
d) The »romotion of socialist democracy, ;which ‘will ‘help protect-China
,against bureaucratic degeneration and with the development of the soci- .
" dlist eédnomy, redice the danger of ‘¢aditalist forces arising, Tt will *°
~ ‘maKe “thé “Chinese peoplé's control of “their ‘own'country and their own.
lives more effective and develop*tﬁé_polipiéax;:ﬁbfél'éndpgulggraltwell—

PR
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being of the people, - o o0 oo o SRR
_e) The campaigns ‘to purify the Party, aqd.cdmﬁaﬁfc?yfuptidq;;n the state
‘’apparatus, the stress on political and ideological’ education - eg”Socialist
. ethics month, learning from Lei Feng, education on the two différent
. 'social systems - socialism and capitalism, “#°° 7 ot e TORe
" f) 'The stressing that while the market mechanism should have 'an fmportant
‘role in the economy ‘and'cther reforms should ‘be 'introduced; 'thé 'leading
“and main role must be'played by central planning and the state and £o1-
lective economy, The new responsibility systems in agriéulture are eco-
momic systems which correspond with the Ievel:iof: development .of China's (=
socialist economy and .they fall under. the guidance. of the state.plan.
g) Combatting the dogmatist -and idealist approach.to party history and
otherpquestions,mhich=has—hampered,the international communist movement
for.many decades ., ;i .0 L T I AFS RS S
h) TImp lementing the policy of letting a hundered flowers bloom. and-dis-
tinguishing betveen aptagonistic and non-antagonistic contradictjons,

14) :The-negative aspects of:nresent-day China's stand Inclide’an unders:
estimgtionﬂoﬁwthefdaﬁger*oﬁﬁnewncapitalist.elements:emerginﬂgmalthough
many of the measures. of. the. Barty and state in practice make the:rises
of such forces unlikely,

15) - ~In.international affairs.China's central-orientation of opposing hege- |
monism-and defending -world peace. is correct. In recent months China:
;pﬁhasgelariiiedwits;po&itiqn%ofrsupnortingfthe~peop1e'srStruggles—against

-+ :US,and. Western Imperialism for.example in El.Salvador. -
16)“,?H§paiﬁ19m?fic_?ﬁfiﬁﬁygf_é-sQéﬁa}iét_éduﬁffﬁﬁié by 16 means necessarily
j'a'@oqglaforIthe'qdliév'Qfla,revql‘tionaryic@ﬁﬁﬁgigt organisation.in a

R

o

17) - In:terms of partyato;party:relaﬁions; desnite. a great-diversifiecation
2=in-contacts the CPC' continues:to maintainirelations with the genunine

ﬁpMarxist—Leninist;partiesaand_organigatioﬁs.i R AR L i
18)7 1n summary the "Cént¥al Corifiittee holds that, without necéssarily en-
* dorsing each ‘and eviéry policy ‘of the CPC and ‘Chinese state,. and without
bélieﬁfn@’@hiné”to“ﬁé'frée.ffém”éhort-comiﬁgé:hfﬁfié correct to uphold
" China as é'gfééE'éocialiéﬁ‘édﬁntry’deserﬁiné*of”éﬁppoft from ‘the com-
munists and revolutionaries, workers and opprressed people of all
‘countries;- furthermore that:its rolé¢. inworld affairs makes-it the main

+defender ‘of ‘world neace.--.;n: . e
i9§° The'RﬁLBvﬁiIiﬂﬁainféiﬁﬂ'ééfegﬁéfa'énd dévelop its fraternal links with
' the gpe, ¢ - e i

Central Committee. 18.4.82.
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The Anglo- Argentlman War

*'ﬁfand -Emperéa%ﬁsm Today

CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE

1. Splrlt of Res1stanae of the Oppressed

The early nlneteenth centurv, Buenos Aires, ma]or city in the
crumbling Spanish empire.. The Napoleonic wars raging over Europen:oyer
Spain itself, The British bourgeoisie, their industrial revolutionein T
full -swing, desperately seek economic space abroad. Learned literature. ..
-abounds with studies of the Spanlsh American empire, its fabulous- petentlal
largely untapped. France's expanslon threatens to encompass this. empire. )
-as well, so trying to pre—empt it, Britain sends two military expeditions
9:to-colonise Buenos Aires, -in. 1806 and 1807.

.But they. got more than they bargained for. Throughout the contlnent
the - oppressed masses were rising up to throw out the old colonlal ‘master.
Spanish rule was being weakened by the popular forces, lncludlng revolts -
by the native Indians and the black slaves who were to play a major role -
in the armed llberatlon movement. These foreces were not ready to accept
one. colonial master.trying to replace another. When Britain invaded Buenos
Aires, : accordlng to-one contemporary report (couched in racist term1nclogy,
but the main point.is important),. "The streets were Ffiull of Negroes, mulattos
and young men, -fearless and readu to face death.” A people's army was formed
in which these oppressed nationalities formed a basic combative element, and
officers were democratically elected. 1In 1807 a force of 9000 British troops
was resoundingly .defeated. and the British commander reported that his position
was, not,worth maintaining 'because of the very hostile disposition of its
tnhaﬁztants;ﬂ (1) . o .

nZ;.Brifain's'Econamic Domination

_ Thls was not the oniy case of armed confllct or Britain's only defeat.
In 1833 the Ma1v1nas were seized from Argentina. A decade later,_Brltaln,
carrying foward the old Spanish d1v1de and rule ool1cy, was playlng off
Argentina against Brazil and using the buffer state of Uruguay which’ it had
createdr for this purpose.  Finding Argentinian nationalism grow1ng too strong
in 1845 Britain and France jointly undertock a blockade of the Rlo ‘de la Plata,
and attempted an invasion. This was again defeated. San Martin, the hero
of the Latin American national struggle, bequeathed hlS sword to the then
Argentinian leader Resas as a token of the ongoing tradition of struggle.

But although the popular resistance forces coutd win the battles they
lost the war,. and Brltann 8. domination over Argentlna only increased during
the comlng perlod "To understand this we have to see that the local propertied
classes could not give the kind of leadership needed to produce a real breéak
with colonialism, the revolutionary nationalist current which exists today
could not have developed under those conditions, nor could there be at that
time anything like a broad movement against the exploitative world economic
system,

So the ex1st1ng economlc system in Argentina was destroyed'_imports of
Brltlsh textiles wiped out the industry which had provided for’ 16tdl needs;
the native Indian population was literally exterminated and large agricultural
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estates created which supplied Britain with wheat and then increasingly
beef. In ovder to conduct this exploitative trade more effectively Britain
built and itself controlied the railways system.. The introduction of
refrigeration in the iate nineteenth century further increased the scope
and systematic character of this exploitation.

3. Accumulation

During the colonial period a process was going on which created the
basis of the world system as it exists today. This was the original or
primary accumulation of capital invoiving the violent destruction of the
existing self-functicning economic.and social systems and the creation of
systems of a dependent kind which characteristically serve to absorb
industrial impowts, producing cash crops and mineral raw materials etc.

In Latin America's case the main agent of this process was England, and it
took place mainly outside the formal structures of colonialism. But we

can say that it required the prevalence of the colonial system as a general
rule in'order to provide the economic, military and political conditions

for ‘this informal coloniaiism to exist as a special case. Semi-colonialism
vas accompanied by violence just 45 much as formal colonialism was - witness
the war against the Taiping upricing in China as just one example. (2)

Tnis phenomenon anticipates some features of modern neo-colonialism, but

the era where this existed as an exception is qualitatively different from
the modern era where ik iz the rule,

he result of rhis phase of acumulation was to create a mode of
productior on a world szcalie which, while it is not organised (it suffers
precisely from the earchy wihich characterises capitalism) nevertheless
works to exploit the labouring masses througk the momentum of the system
itself which operates According to objective laws characterising human
society at a certain historical stage. (3)

question of rcbbery by force. The revisionists
don't understand, or delib ately befog this peint: (4) they pretend to
ague that simply by altering a formal colonial force-relationshin one has
altered colopialism. 7 fiect of this degenerate thinking in our case
would be to conciudz that Byitain today, having only very much reduced
capacities for violear repression in the Third World, is by this token only
partially mpevialict. Bur in fact the system will work by its own momentum
in favour of the industrialised countries - until there is a revolutionary
change in the mode of production,

It ic not simply a

(83

Marx ‘has pointed out: "A11 the internal organisation of peoples,
all their internctional reiations, what are they but the expression
of a certain division of labour? And must they not change with the
change of the division of labour?! (5)

4. Reprnduction of Capital on a World Scale

Capital moves through a cycie in the course of which it assumes
different forms:

o L
¥ - C,\ sese P oo CT - M!
“MP

(Where M is money, C is commodities, L is labour, MP is means of prod-
uction, P is the procass of productior, the dots indicating that the

-l
)

process o circulation is interrupted, and C' and M' are greater than
C and M). (6) :
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Even in this basic form, it is clear that the circuit of capital has
by ;implication a world :character; - since 4 erucial element of "the means of
production:is.drawn from. the exploited nations, while the realisation of ‘an
augmented quantity of commodities also points to the development of the:
world markct. The events we have recounted concerning the relationship
between Britain and-Argentina. express what is:inhérent in the whole capit-

alist mode of .production,

' Thig is-mot an economist point. but above all a political one.

.’ﬁ"Tﬁé'pré&uéﬁionﬂéf’éd?iialiéis'and'wage labourers is thus a éﬁfaf» :
. product of capital's realisation-process. Ordinary economics, which
3”“'Zp¢k3 only at the things produced, forgets this completely.” (7).’

The world market brings with it the domination of exchange values; commod—
ities; as: against use values. This is. also fundomental in understanding -
the history and position of Third World countries.today in relation to®the
industrialised world, What is really being produced, through: the cycles -
of reproduction of capital, is not so much goods (which are incidental)
but relations of production, The reproduction of relations of ‘production
in the metropolitam countries is interdependent with the relations of
production -being created ata world level. it

et These facts are clearly evidenced in Marx'ranalysiS‘ofﬂcépital.i‘f~*
The qualitative change is that whereas these were latent tendencies in hig
time, .in the era of -imperialism they are issues of burning immediacy.: «'-

_.TquLCreation ofkRelative Surplus Value

~Let!s.look at.this question a little.more closely with respect to ‘*
Argentina, The -goal of capitalism is'profit.w;Particﬁlarly importént‘iﬁﬁfi
the overall development of capitalism is' the creation of relative surplus:"
value: this.involves. decreasing the proportion: of necessary labour ‘(which!
goes: to making up the value. of labour power) ‘so -that more surplus ‘is’ being
imorked, even without lengthening -the working day. .(8). ‘This‘cdn'he~é¢hiéyed
through producing more- cheaply the articles of consumption which enter
the means.of subsistence of the working class,; for example by ‘introduc
more:medern technology: in the sectors- producing them so¢ thdt ‘they will ® ™
contain less.crystallised labour time, -But this inevitably means ‘ihérédsing
the seale of: production, i.,e, a wider market will have' to ‘be ‘found 'to absorb
the increased productive capacity, Co T IR Fean

+i -1 Thus concretely the  creation of a;market’for‘textiles’Whereby‘%he
traditional dress vroduced in Latin Ameriea was’ wiped out- in favour of 7
British imports is inseparably linked with'thé'reproductioh*ofﬁcapitalﬁ“*:
(thus- also. the. reproduction of capitélist'relatiOns‘offbrbﬁﬁtti0q) in the -
metropolitan country itself, Moreover another crucial element- enters Tn;"*

“ep
B

in.phat=the1products'which Argentina was forced tb'ﬁﬁpply;vpafticylarlyfV_
beef, also .enters into the consumption of the metropolitan working- class,’’
If, they are produced more - cheaply than they would be in"the metropolitan
country itself, this also helps to’ increase relative surplus value,

. 6. Explditation Breeds Resistance

If we have insisted upon the creation.of%a»self-prdpelleqf§ystem
operating by its own laws and logic. this is because therehas been a .-
tendency to neglect precisely this fact, hence'hegleétihg-théﬂreal sense -
-*in which Britain is still a ‘fully imperialist country. Our purpose is. -~
~notito-discourt the peliticaj dimension but on the contrary to highlight -
the fact.that there must be an intérnationalist-revolution'of”the'greatés;

i
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prdfpndity whiéh'bréaks=with'the;ideas:aSSociated-with(the whole present:
mode of production, and struggles’ to smash that mode of praduction in
practice. ¢ . - :

colonial base, which adapts itself to conditions of formal state sovereignty
and tries to émpty this sovereignty of its. substance. In turn a movement

colonialism, to win cuccesses which they could never have won. In the
moéfradvanCed:curténts;-;he mass ‘movement-and the consciousness of neo-
coloﬁialiémfand~hegemdnism.are'welded~élose1y together. - Taking the Third. -
World movement ‘as ‘a whole. ‘different elements of the positive trend are
unevegly“prQSeﬁt in different areas. ' :

7. :Geniis ~F Moders Hegemonism

Hegemonism and neo-colonialism acquire. their developed form in the
post second World War neriod, the period of Superpower imperialism, but
they have historical roots. Im Latin:America in the pre-imperialist period
and in that of transition to imperialism, the. embryonic forms.of both
phenomena appear but they-arevsprung~apart ftom'one another., Britain was.
the dominant semi-colonial power economically. In the politico-military
sphere the USA put foward its Monroe Doctrine at the time of the collapse
of the Spanish emnire presenting this as an anti-colonial doctrine to
Prevent the area being:reéolonised-by other powers . . But its substance
contradicted this anti-colonial form: it was in essence a new colonial

stétesmén from this area -fought back,-and'accompanying,the physical‘hattles
"“tof Latin America against US intervention there was an ideological-,political
‘battle iin the international Superstructure. -At the Hague Conference of
1907, a major great-power dominated forum of incipient imperialism, Latin
American jurists. fought the USA in defence of the Calvo .principle which.
_argues ‘that: "the sovereignty of states ‘admits ofno limitation.” In -

= 1914 Argentina, Brazil and”Chile ‘joined to oopose US intervention in the
internal affairs of Mexico. '

‘These struggles antic¢ipate contemporary anti-hegemonism, hut only in
an embryonic form. Modern hegemonism exists in its full form when used to
protéct a neo-colonial economic base. Just before World War 1 the Monroe
Doctrine was explicitly extended to take.on the sense of ekcluding~out$i&e
economic. interests, and'parallel'withithis US political intervention :
increased, Between 1898 and 1933 the US, attacked: or intervened in Cuba, '
Panamz, Nicaragua, Mexico Dominica, Costa Rica; Hondyras, Guatemala, and
El Salvador, some of them several times.-AEheziptep:war period was a trans-
itional one: in 1919. president Woodrow Wilson had openly declared that the
Monroe Doctrine had become 2 world doctrine, but this far-sighted view of
America's world-hegeronic role was only really applied after World War Iz,
In the developed form it acquired in the cold war periond, this theory came
to embody two elements} the refusal to recognisas exclusive spheres of"
influence of other-imperialist powerz: (in this it differs radically from.
traditional colonialist politics)i combined with the insistence on an .- °
exclusive sphere for the USA itself .in the case of Latin Amerfca. In ghis it
strikingly anticipates the Brezhnev Doctrine put foward by social, imperialist
USSR which combinés insistence on.exclusive .control. over Eastern Europe .
with assertion of a right to intervene anywhere else in the werld it chooses,
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During this transitional inter~war period, the Monroe Doctrine
was Writen by name into thé Covenant of the League of Nations, and this
explicitidentification with hegemonism was one of the major reasons why
the: healthy forces in' international politics could not be mustered to
check facsist aggression. In 1920 Argentina introduced a resolution in
the ledgue’ assembly emphasising the equality of all member states. This
resblufion was defeated under the influence of the big powers, and
Argentina cffectively withdrew from participation in international
diplomacy in disgust.- : R

The situation in the inter-war period was that there existed a
number of small or weak states which were nominally independant and
were subject to bullying bty the big powers: Nidaragua, Egypt, Czecho-
slovakia, Ethiopia, etc., A Soviet ‘spokesman pointed out in 1936 that to
try to regulate world affairs through the big three, five, or seven was
“Just the same as to have recovrse to the distaff and spinning wheel in
the era of the machine,” (9) - ' N

.. This represents a correct line, which was offset by Eurccentric
and other tendencies. These positive national forces were scattered and
isolated and were unable to cohere as a single force: Yet. the historical
current represented by these aspirations remains,The bitter experience
of these years only added fuel to the later rebellion of the oppressed.
nations ... - ‘

"Lasst die Rechnung der Tyrannen
Amvgehsen, bis ein Tag die allgemeine

Und die bescridre Setuld auf einmal zahlt " (10) i
(Let the tyrant's réckohing;buiid up until one day will pay off the
general and particular debt.in one go.™)

"8; '~ . opement of Underdevelopement under Imperialism

. N We havé pointed out. that capitalism is a world system;- but by

.. extending its relations of production to a world scale it is far from
just being a question of capitalism:encompassing greater numbers of
workers within its industrial armz, The central question, which comes to
fruition in the e¥z of imperialism, "is the exploitation of nations, the
super-exploitation of their working people by the imperialist.powers.

In speaking:of~thevrelationshipubetWeen-an exploiter country (Britain)
and exploited countries, the crucial thing to bear in mind is that the
economic developement of the former feeds on the underdelelopement of
the latter, an¢ hat this is a continuing progess. el e o e

~. :; Some writers, notably Samir Amin, have argued t ha within the world
capitalist economy there exists a centre - which dominates the whole -
system of production - and a periphery confined by. the mechanism of the
system to a .role where its 'development! is actually the development of
underdevelopment., These views have been attacked -from an apparently
Marxist-Leninist perspective by D.W, Nabudere. (11) We do not. have space
to énter into. this controversy in detail, but we must state plainly that
we think Amin.is mainly right and Nabudere's critique obscures precisely
the question of national bppressioﬁ‘which for us is essential. He accuses
the centre-periphery theorists of 'keynsianism’, Now, Keynes sought ‘to:
get capitalism-out of trouble. by using government spending to create a-
domestic market for capitaiism's own products. (12) There is also a
trend vhich seeks to apply Keynsian, new deal type policies at a world
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level by using . development 'aid' to creaté an expanded market in ‘the:
Third World. . This view is particulsarly repreéented in the Brandt Comttission,
more on .this later. (13) BRut our disagreement with the Keynsians is not

on ‘the question that there exists a contradiction between the potential

scale of production and the ability of the masses to consume these products.
In making this point, Edward Heath and co. -are eritirely correct and in
accordance with Marxism, where we differ is precisely on the point of
whether this contradiction can be resolved within the scope of the cabitalist
mode of production. We don’t think it can.

- "Human . knowledge is not (or does not follow) a straight line, but a
rp CUTVE, - WHiCh endlessly approximates a series of circles, a spiral.
- 1o Any fragment, segment, seetion of this curve can be transformed .
= ¢ (transformed one~sidedly) into an independant, complete, straight
v Line, which then (if one does not see the wood for the tress)
leads into the quagmire, into clerical obscurantism (wheve it is
anchored by the class interests of the ruling classes).” (14) ]

This applies.to the theory of global Keynsianism. The resolution of this
contradiction. can only come about. through the revolutionary resolution of
the contradictions which.arise through the exploitation of nations and ‘the
existance of super-profits. These are the facts which the Brandt - com-
mission deliberately conceals. But these facts are also swept. under the'
carpet by Nabudere, instead of being placed right in the spot-light as they
should be. (15) LV )

The problem isrthat people 1like the centre-periphery theorists have
been some-what out on a limb. With the rise of modern revisionism Soviet
theory - which for a“long time had been pretty dogmatic anyway - turned more
and more to justifying reactionary dominationism, whereas the ML movement
concerned itself very much with defending basic principles rather than
developing them. Hengé;thewcentre-periphery theorists made secondary errors
of individualism in failing to see how the phenomena they were analysing
actually constitute dialectical developements of what Marx and Lenin were
talking about, and particurlarly in being cut off from the mass movement of
the people in struggle, Both these errors we must strive to avoid in taking
what is positive and valudble“in their work, AN '

"And there L8 much.-that is -valuable because a writer like Amin
- .arrived by his.own voute at the same reflection of objective
. reality which we find has been the major original breakthrough
U by the Mavgist-Leninist movement in,recent years, namely the
> three worlds theory.” (16) | -l

Thus we believe that 'the.economy of a third-world country like
Argentina is of a dependant type, its place in the international imperial-
“ist division of labour ensuring that it is exploited for the collective
benefit of the industrialised countries. AT TP :
These countries dominate its industry through financial éﬁd'technological
control.” The operation 'of the scissors differential (17) makes certain that
they ‘have *pérmanently to produce more in order’ to buy less,’ they fall into
debt’ and have to pay off vast amount of interéstto the. creditor imperial-
ist nations (British banks play a major role in this respéct). These are all
aspects of unequal exchange, thoughfit must be emphas;sgd,Fraﬂédrélatipns, we see
as a reflection of production relations embodied in the igterndtional
division“Gf labour. In essence it iS;impe;{alism,whiéh‘igiégglqiting the
countfﬁﬁﬁﬁdjtheffépulgive‘junta only serves as its agent'inﬂ§9;d6§qghﬂ;_

ED




33

9 Super E plo1tat10n .

i Thus the re1at1onsh1p between a Third. Wbrld count ry and an imperial-
ist country must be seen s an oppressed-oppresuor relatlonshlp because of
the’ respectlve places’ they occuuy in the world economic system, (18). Key
to this 'is ‘the concept of super-exp101 atlon. Our tentative definition
conta1ns the follow1ng aspects'—

(a) The value of labour power is establlshed at a lower level in the Third
World -in comparison to the.industrialised countries because the -
"anrbpnadt drfiniting of "snbsirtonce' 15 much more ronericted,

(b) The cona1t101s of a dependant ccoromy (Iarge numbers of Door 2rav1tat1ng
-around urban centres, etc). give rise to the ava11ab111ty of a plenxlful
labour source wh1ch can thus. be burnt out and discarded after a few years.

(¢) Part of the arL1C1€S of consumption which enter into:the value of -
labour power of the worker in the Third World are generated by sectors
which -are: not nore than partially integrated into the caoltallst
economv end:are thus not paid- for at the1r valug’,”

(d).The fascist’ reg1mes wh1ch arée depnndant ‘on 1mper1a115m 1n'many parts of
the ThlrJ World hélp to crush asolratlons for reas onable wmrk1no

._condltlons.;

(e) Wagcs can be paid which are: below the value of ‘labour power. This -

" renders the reproduction of Tabour. power: impossible, .but transitional
flnance capital can always ruin it in one part of the world and switch
ingestment elsewhere. In the long run' this: zpproach undercuts ‘the basis
of. the .capitalist system itself and is 'illogical' evan from the’

“ capitalist point.of view.: Howover we are  talking about a desperate

and anazechic.imperialist system in  crisis. Linked with thls is’ the
absence of envirommental constraints in the Third World so. that. imperial-
ism in its last throes wantonly destroys the ecological balance which is

.nec53sa*y to! provide: the basis for any mode of productlon.

(£) Super explolted sectors play a fundamental rolu w1th1n the 1mper1al1st
countrleo themselveu (natlonal mlnorltles, Gastarbelter Mex1cans 1n USA

"*etc,‘etc )

baen

16 Tﬂe’Imoact of Crisis

) Crls1s is a tlme when the reproduc 1on of caoltal hence also theh.
breproductlon of caultal1st relations of productlon, runs into trouble, In
more normal c1rcums;ances capitalism is a unlty of” opnos1tes (eg buylng and
selllng) which in crisis are prised apart ‘Crisis thus exposes .the contra-
~ dictory real1t1es of the system more starkly. The superrexplo1tatlon we

"have been talklng about 1s\stepped up. in order to'offset the other tendancies
Wthh lead to the drylng—up of. Droflt. Helphtened _contentiop between the-
powers, 1eadrn9 to war,. reflects the same contrad1 tions gnd is thus
linked with the stepplng up of" expl01tat10n. the powers are trying to grah
more territory and squec. .more from it, All this produces heightened
struggles by the masses which probe -and -expose the real character of the
system, and the npeed. to change 1t, and are. thenselves_the.forces for bringing
about thlS cnange. NpiiTaa

In®the period of frantlc 1mper1allst expan51on 1ead1ng up tn Wbrld War. I,
Britain was intensifying its exp101tat10n of Argentina through the devel—
opement of refrigeration of beef, control of finance capital being
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extended over the wheat and linseed markets, etc, At the same time as
heightened exploitation there was also beightened contention. In 1907
the United States Beef Trust broke into the Argentinian market, laying
.ithe. foundations for a .long~term undermining of Britain's position. 19
;.But. even after the war Argentina continued to be regarded as part of the
-.British Empire, A story from the period concerns an Fnglishman saying to
" an American: "You can. take Canada from us, but you will never tgke '
Argentina.” {(20) But the crisis of the 1930's caused markets -to d¥y.'up,
and placed Argentina in the shameful‘position‘of having to beg Britain to
continue the imperial relationship. 'Thus following the Nttawa Conference
of 1932 where Britain <'in a world atmosphere of retrenchment and protect-
ionism - had tightened Commonwealth preferences, a treaty was concluded
- in- 1933 whereby Argentina. retained some access to British markets in
‘exchange for undertaking to spend all the income f¥om this trade on buying
British industrial goods. This is a classic example of the unequal
bargaining between rich and poor nations whereby 'reciprocal' trade in
€ssence means superprofits for the exploiter nation.

Within this general pattern there were many specific instances of
humiliation which Britain was able to impose. Public transnort in Buenos
Airesmwas.notoriously.dear,and inefficient; still, Britain was able to -
force the supposedly sovereign Argentinian government to accept renewal
of the monopoly control over the public transport system by a British
company in 1935, Around this time an Argentinian communist wrote: "The
dominance of British imperialism brings about the misery and ruin of the
people, but likewise the upward surge of the masses.” (21)

3 ~"Even in 1942 607 of the total $2,500 million foreien investment in
Argentina was British, and in 1945 Britain accounted for 377 of Argentinian
eXports, though by that date Britain's dominant position in terms of imports
into Argentina had disappeared, and United States influence was advancing

“rapidly. (22)

.The fundamental conditién for Argentina's humiliation was its depend-
ence on. the imperialist world market, Naturally these experiences stoked
fuhuﬁkhatred'for the neo-colonial power, Britian which had created this
~situation and mainly profited from it. After the second world war, Peron
pursuing a populist-nationalist policy, managed to strike back and secure
higher prices for Argentinian produce, Moreover he attempted to promote
industrialisation on the basis of creating & domestic market, some successes
-were achieved and living standards.rose (to a level which was comparatively

period raw material prices and prices of primary products. exported by the

.. Third World were in many cases.very high. Looked at against the background
of the whole post-war period, this interlude can be seen as an exception. to
the overall:pattern of declining raw material and primarv produce prices,
.riging prices of goods produced by. the industrialised countries., .

11 ThelCﬁifénts of Réyélhtionér&rStruggle

In a sense then Peron had it easy. The general rule is one of a -
system which generates overvhelming pressure to keep the imperialishs
powers on top,. relative to the Third World (relative .to each other they
f}gé;uaté,accqrging to the 1aw5§fﬂuneven;development),: ) g

Wiz
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~+: .0 argument is 'mot tkat the situation of the third World is hopeless -
quite the opposite, By stressing the immense difficulties we are saying
that decisive change can't be- won without fundamental struggle against a
whole mode of production. This is precisely why the Third World is revol-
utionary. The force for change must come through a fusion of different
elements of struggle (or, a struggle at different levels). There must be.
struggles to change the existing*social structures in the Third Worid
because these structures were created by 'colonialism and semi-colonialism
and today provide the basis For neo<colonial domination. And there nust
be a general campaign against the existing world politico-economic system
carried out by a broadly-united Third World movement, This is typified by
the Non-aligned Movement, founded in 1961. which put foward the historic
demand of the oppressed states to the effect that "....the further exten—
sion of the non-committed area’of the world constitutes the only possible
and indispensable alternative to the policy of total diviston of the world
Znto bloés.:.” "(23) And the Group ‘of 77 founded at the time of the first
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development in 1964 znd which has
urged the ‘demand for the new international economic order.

Che Guevara was an Argentinian who fought for revolutionary social
change. Raul Prebisch, an Argentinian, became the secretary-general of
UNCTAD, the first international institution which began in some degree to
reflect the demands of the oppressed nations. Among these currents, there
is,nq doubt that the internal struggle for revolutionary change is fundam~
ental in beating imperialism. There is a saying from West /frica that,

"f the death inside doesn't kill you, how can the death outside harm you?"
This reflects the fact that:internal causes are the basis of change and
external ‘causes are the condition of change.” But the broader international
movement of the Third World fS'alsb‘rEVolutionary because it is objectively
directed ag:.inst imperialism as a system and in fact it .develeps under the
impulsion of. the increasingly radical pressure from within each country.

. Trom the beginning of the 1960's the struggle in Latin ameridh'mbved
on to a higher plane” with US imperiaiism initially on the offensive., It
was Kennedy who with passion and cunning threw himself into the struggle
against popular liberation movements; his era also saw the beginning of the
Alliance for Progress;. a vile and sinister neo-colonialist scheme for .
intensified exploitation of: Latin . merica. ' Repression produced heightened
resistance. This i$ a law of history. "The events of this period arz
beyond the scope -of this article, but we will see later how, with United
States Latin American policy now in tatters, the Anglo-Argentinian war.has
brought about the' fusion of these different revolutionary currents to an’
unprecedented degree. B

.12, The\Crisis of the 1970's, Argentina .and tﬁe EEC . .

‘The imperialist crisis of the present period.which began at the.
beginning of the '70s and is sfill’iﬁtensifying i$ characterised by the
following features: The heightened superexploitation of the Third Yorld
‘and the rising up in resistance of the Third‘WQrId;and other oporegsed
nations and superexploited sectors; the tendency to monopoly on the part.,
of the superpowers, and in perticular for Soviet social-imperialism .to
dn expanded monopoly sphere of influence; the accentuation of uneven
development; with the rise of the USSR relative to the USA and, among ...
second ranking iwyerialist powers, the relative decline of Britain; the
weakening of the' US’ pqlitiqpveconomicﬂnilitaryhtole'at the hub of the
Western imperialist bloc; the heightened contradiction between expanded
productive capacity and the shrinking ability of the world market to
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-~ absorb these. product5° and- the accentuated tendency for the rate of profit

to. decllne in. circumstances whexre the. -organic..composition of capital is
changlnngast with the, Lntroduct1on of .new. technology. Ve, w111 expand on

.- some. of; bhese DOlhco tztew,

As we have polnted out, even.in 1ts apparently more economlc ,’_'1
manlfestatlons, thl& is. really a nol1t1ca1 crisis with the renroductlon
of. canltallst relatlons of: production at stake. It is g erisis which

1ncreases the factorﬂ of: exploltatlon and of war, WNow, second-world T

.countries are 1mper1allst powers whose reaction to the crisis-has a dual-
Eﬁnature._ The most imvortant 31n?1e element within the second world is. the

Furopean Communlty. (24)

The approach of the EEC in its relations with the Third World

reactlon to the crisis, is typified above all- in the Lome Conventlon, and

thiS needs to be looked atr olalectlnallv. e have seen in lookln? ‘at -the
Anglo—Argentlnlan realtlonshlp in the '30s how ° rec1proc1ty in trade:
between an imperialist :and an oppressed country is bound to embody :
exp101tat10n. This is a result of the system itself,

"The so—caZZed neuirality of the werld market, place turnmed eut ...
to be a neutraZzty between the exploiter. and the epoozted '
between the bzrd oj‘v rey and.its vietim. ¥ . (25) » Y e

The full development of capltallst relatlons of product1on in a partlcular

'country can only ‘come eboac when feudal obstacles to 'freedom and 'eguality'

are removed, at a world. 1evel the\establlshment of. 1ndependence of states

- .and in partlcular the- flourlshlnn .of the US sponsored. !free trade . 8ystem
,,after World War II, have becn-condltlons for the develonment and . 1nten31f—
-dcation of the exp101tatrve rclatlonshlp,, hich takes. place prec1se1y in

the context of ’free! and 'equal' exchange. . Hence atthe time of the first
UNCTAD conference,’r,c demanl 13 out fowasrd that praferences should be

,non-reC1proca1, in other words the developed countries should give concessions

5wh1ch deVelonlng countries were not expected to accord in return., Further-
more .another major probrem was:-posed by developrng countrles exports, .-
-dwhzch are overwvhelmingly primary products: a.way. needed to be found to -

counteract the twa. uead1y tendenc1es of the oost—Uorld war IT market; namely

;Lthe.fluctuatlon of prices of prlmarj products, ‘and their overall .tendeney
to decline., A. whole decade of further struggle was needed before ‘these-

pr1nc1p1es came to be embodled in a na]or -agreement and this required

Joreover -the full pressure of the crisis inclyding its pol1t1co~m111tary

rumanlfestatlons (the October War in the Middle East;. etc) to be brought - to

bear~ on the countries of the second-world,

The Lome Conventicn thus marked an emormous breakthrough: it embodied
non-reciprocal preferences as well as 'the export stahilisation fund (Gtabex).
Its more consistent advocates took . the viewpoint of. glohal Keynslan1sm, in
other words they conce1v0dfthat the'wav out of the crisis for the: ‘coutries
of -the second ‘world was .to promote to a depree the development of ‘the.Third
World, thus ralslng the ; tiv g standards of’ thelr Deople and enormously
exoandlno the .potential world marxet., Llpht 1ndustrv in. the developln?
countries. wouldffill much of the demand 1t present met by imports. from the
1ndustr1a119ed coun’rleo, ‘and would 1ndeed itself export to,these cdﬁnfries,
thus wiping out- Amppdrtant sectors ofutreditionélﬁinduetfies there (e, T
textlles, conventlonel steels,‘etc) An enormous’ restructur1ng of 1ndustry
in the. developed countr1es would thus_ be 1ndlspensahle, but ‘the reward
would be a new and pro ltable 1nternat10na1 d1v131qn of labour in whlch =
at a preatly exnandudﬂlevel or world nroduct1on - the’ ex1st1ng 1ndu”tr1a11sed

-
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countries would re:-in and indeed intensify their dominant position, their
industries now reconverted to overwhelming concentration on the leading
high technology. sector while the Third World would be the scené ‘of labour
.intgnsivenlow-technplogywindustry;

" This- theory.is one of the few real ideas to emerge among the imperialist
bourgeoisie in.recent years. Although now completely repudizted by the
Reagan-Thatcher axis: within the western imperialist bloc, it still retains
some: influence, e.g. in the przsent French government. It is beyond our
scope to give a.full.eritique here, but the following three fundamental
aspects.of the. communist. position must be stated:  firstly this theory i
cannot possibly work. ' It attempts to resolve one of the contradictions.of
form of the capitalist-imperialist system (the contradiction between
expanded, production and- the:.declining purchase power of the masses) without
attacking the basic contradiction of substance -(between the social character
of production and:the existing system of appropriation) and - far from . ::
removing :-.actually seeking to perpetuate the major expression of this
fundamental .contradiction, mamely the contradiction betwesn oppressor and.
oppressed:nations. .Secondly the policies which concretely result’ from this
theory can.often be positive.in allowing the Third World room for ‘manceuvre
..*in their struggle; a struggle which above all targets the superpowers.and
1which tends in a direction.far different from what the global new-dealers
imagire. Thirdly, vhile. supporting those policies like the Lome Convention
which benefit the Third World, we must strictly demarcate ourselves from
the nco-eolonial iogic they reflect, and in particular from the idea of‘a
;inew imperialist: division of labour: failing this it wouldn't bé communist
solidarity with the Third World, we would just become a ramification of the
bourgeoicgie, =
e ?hg,Lomg Ccavention thus marked a positive direction. Today we have
£o.question whether this promise Lias been fulfilled, But even at the time
it had.a dyal nature, and this may be important in understanding thé
subsequent. course of events. ‘Although it includes Caribbean and Pacific
couqtgies”thehcore;of.the.Lome Convention is undoubtedly the Eurcpe-Africa
conngetion, . The -Third World signatories undertake not to give better terms
of trade to other developed countries than-they do to the EEC. Thus in.a
certain sense we have a regrouping of Europe's interests in order to give
primacy to the link with Africa, partly conceived as a geographical 1link,
with scuth Europe and the Maditerranean acting as a bridge; this reflects
a long-held aspiration of, for example, the French imperialists to found
-haﬁneW-style sphere of .influence in.Africa. - This is undoubtedly a secondary
aspect of the Lomé Convention, but .a significant one nevertheless. Thus
just in the closing stages of negotiation the EEC was so to speak retrenching
on its other ‘interests as part of a very complex regrouping of forces which
was ‘necessary in the transition from a ‘number of sphéres of influence of
particular metropolitan powers into a single collective sphere.

Several European powers had extensive interests in Argentinag - apart
from Britain. Germany for one had devoted considerable attention to-
ggganding'itsginfluence-there prior to both world wars; Italy is another,
since a large proportion of Argentina's population is of Italian origin, .
But, the -regrouping of: forces meant. that Argentina had to be sacrificed.

In 1974. the EEC put up its tariff;barriers'against‘Argentina\While dropping
them in relation to another par: of the Third World. ‘In the early '70s,
despite US penetration. of the a-ea, the EEC was still absorbing about ‘507
of Argentina's exports;: a. decad2 later (with an EEC now including Britain),
this had sunk to 30%Z. (26) : ;
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13. Social-imperialism Muscles In

Thus having had its economic structure built to serve imperialism, .
Argentina has found itself ditched when it suited the imperialists to do.so,
in both this centuries' major world economic crises. Like a proletarian on
the labour market who confronts the conditions of his own, labour in a form
 where they are alienated from him, the Third World country finds: it hard to
avoid looking aréund for another superexploiter to sell itself to., This
materialised in the person of Soviet social-imperialism, If the initial 4
fillip to this relationship was provided by the pre-Lome EEC adjustments, a
further stimulus was to come in the form of.Carter's 1979 grain emhargo. on
the Soviet Union following the ipvasion-of'Afghanistan.

. It cannot be denied that the social-imperialists were ready. The
Great Soviet Encyélopedia_publisﬁéd_before'thesetdevelopments, carries. a
little phrase which includes a whole world of meaning: . - "Argentina'’s place
in the international division of labour has continued to.be determined by
agriculture.” (27) No mention by the Kremlin gentlemen that this is an
iméeri§1ist,“exPloitagiVe divigion of.labour. They have good reason for .
keeping mum on this.point:.for many years they have been .actively and
systematically promoting the further development of the imperialist, exploit-
ative division of Iabour in the Eastern.European Council. for.Mutual Economic
Assistance (CMEA) which haS'ubW,(in'an‘important qualitative development of
‘the last few years) expanded its tentacles outside Europe, to South-East
Asia and the Caribbean, To 'justify' this they put foward a pernicious
pseudo-Marxist argument to the effect .that division of labour will naturally
exist in future, classless society, Now, nobody would denv that certain
parts of the world possess particular raw materials and natural conditions
which firm the basis for a certain objective division of labour which may
arise. But thewwhole essence of the question is that free and equal co-
operation of nations --leading eventyally to the transcendence of national
boundaries altogether = caﬁ,only_gome about through the -revolutionary
resolution of the most acute;céntﬁadiction of contemporary imperialism,
namely national oppression and superexploitation. Far from proposing the
revolutionary destruction of thigs system the Soviet Social-imperialists
have become its foremost propagaters.

14, Soviet Complicity witﬁiEhE.Féscist”Junta

The spectacular Soviet growth as a recipient of Argentina's exports
has meant that it has by now fully stepped into the place vacated.by Britain
as chief imperialist beneficiary from Argentina's place. in the exploitative
division of labour. In 1962 the Soviet share -of Argentina's exports was
‘only 0.8Z. (28) By .the late '70s the Soviet east European bloc was
‘absorbihg ahout 107 6f that country's exports.; . (29).. The vast growth in
Soviet involvement, even if given an initial fillip by the FEC's treatment
of Argentina in 1974, really burgeoned forth only after the coup d'etat of
the fascist military junta in 1976. In that year the Soviet Union alone .
accounted for $219,118,000 out of a grand total of -$3,916,057,000 of
Argentinian exports, having. nearly caught up with the US share which stood
at $270,156,000. (30) Already an important development, but this was to .
be eclipsed by what followed. By 1980 Argentinian exports to the Soviet
Union‘accounted‘for a value of $1,614,167,000, having leapt ahead of the
US  total of $695,998,000, Another significant point emerging from these
figureés is that Argentinian imports from the USSR stood at.only $14,592,000
(compared with the US figure of $2,362,523). Thus between.1977 when the
valle’ of Argentinian imports from the Soviet Union had stood at nearly 107,
of the value of its exports to the Soviet Ualon (20,264,000 as against
$210,743,000) by 1980 this ratio had dropped to less tham 1Z. (31)
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We will return to this startiing fact later, but first we must look =zt the
politics of the question. o
: Peron tried to build an industrial base resting -on a home market. The
aim was' to break Argentina's traditional dependence onthe imperialist
international division of labour. The aim of the fascist Jjunta in power
since 1976 has been to reverse this, and accentate Argentina's role as.a
purveyor of primary products and an importor of industrial goods., The policy
od Martinez de Hoz, the hated economic supremo under the regime of General
Videla, was inspired by the 'Chica~o School' of. US imperialism. (32) His
successor under General Galtieri, the still more hated economy minister -
Alemann, intensified this policy which is, in his own words, to "deflate,
deregulate and denationalise.” (33) Alemann, a kindred spirit of Thatcher,
was the o™ject of violent abuse during popular demonstrations in support of
" Argentina's struggle for the Malvinas. - The policy consists of allowing
Argentinian industry to be wiped out by foreign competition, forcing down
wages to'sub-starvation. levels and stimulating agricultural.exports.. The
_proletariat, with its bas's in heavy industry, is relatively large and
organised in Argentina, This the fascist terror is an inseparsbie and
“indispensable part of this policy, which has brought unprecedented misery
to the country, '

But this policéy suits the Soviet Union down to the ground, because it
intensifies / . -ntinian dependence on the imperialist international division
of labour, zllowing the USSR to éxtort the primary products it neads., Hence
far. from being accidental, it is completely logical that the Soviet-
Argentinian relationship developed precisely during the period of fascist:
terror.

. Hence also the enthusiasm which the. Soviét Union has shown in supporting
the junta in its internal repression. During the period when the repression
was at its most pitiless the pro-Soviet revisionist.'Communist' Party of
Argetnitina provided the regime with one of the main elements of its political
suonort, in a manner sadly reminiscent of the role of the 'Communist' Party
¢ .ndia during Mrs Gandhi's state of emergency. In 1977~8 when Videla put
foward a national project as blatant window-dressing for the fascist “terror,
the Soviet and Argentinian revisionists drooled forth their praise. A
statement by an Argentinian revisicnist leader in East Germany referred to

a key task being -to prevent a so-called 'Pinochetisation' of the Argentinian
regime. (34) This is really rich. Even a.four-year-old child with the -
clightest knowledge of the situatiori could not fail to be aware that {"'i.:
terror at that time was already far more systematic than that practised by
Pinochet, who appears as someching as an-amateur in comparison, = To.cap it
all, a typical Soviet article of the .same period in a context :of gushing’
praise for Videla's democratic intentions,. timidly states that :"the
authorities have not. iken effective .enough action to deal with the ultra-
Right terrvoriem.” (35) Thit pret’ 7 well encapsu” :*es the utter degeneracy
of modern revisionism, Zven the most pathetic philistine who had gleaned !
a smattering of knowle 3e. alcut: Argentina would be aware that 'ultra-right
terrorism’ was being carried: out by the: security forces, albeit scmetimes: '
in civilian;clophes and driving unmarked. Ford Falcons, as part of the junta's
systematic policy, But the teneficiaries of that systematic policy are -
precisely the imperialist povers, with the Soviet union as one of the

principal beneficiarizs.

In insisting on the fa:cist character of the:Argentinian regime, we
are not trying to.give.credei.ce to British imperialism's futile attempts -
o 'justify’ its aggressive var, On the contrary the war against Britain
“is the cause of the whole Argentinian people, A true:undétstanding of- the
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contradiction between oppressed and oppressor nations precisely requires that
- we support it. The still more profoundly important point is.that the struggle
of the Argentinian people against -British imperialism is in essence one and
the same as the people's struggle against fascist military rule, because
'"bothfarg’aﬁti-imggrialiSt tasks“of.thg;ﬁétidnal democratic. revolution. The
strdgglé_§gaigst domestic fascism in .the Third World is a struggle against

imperialism., And in Argentina's case, this includes the Soviet Union.

It is notorious that the Soviet. Union has been the main force preventing
the junta's crimes being given imternational publicity and, it must be . |
admitted, with a certain degree of success since relatively much more
publicity has been given, for example, to the Chilean junta's crimes. At the
last méeting:of'the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, it was the
"Soviet Union aldne which prevented Argentina receiving any criticism. (36)
This assertion does not depend on hearsay, but is amply attested by Soviet
sources themselves.. Typical articles on Latin America always' pass in '
complete silence over Argentina when on the subject of reactionary. regimes,
rentioning only countries like Chile and Uruguay which are more pro-American.
(37) A recent article which' purports to deal specifically with the question
of 'Anti-Popular Regimes in Latin America' talks about countries like Chile,
Paraguay, Guatemala and Haiti and breathes not a syllable about Argentina, (38)

15. Clash of~Imperialist Interests

Why this selective vision on the part of the social-imperialists?
From their angle, any state which draws away from the western imperialist
bloc and identifies itself with social-imperialism ceases to be.reactionary
and becomes virtually ready to embark on the 'non-capitalist’ road, which is
in fact a road which accentuates dependence on the imperialist international
division of labour. Tn their view the dependence of the Latin American
countries on imperialism is "4n no little degree connected with the - _
considerable economic and sometimes &lso political zsolation of many Latin
American countries from the socialist (sic) community countries.” (39)

As we have pointed out, the policy of the junta, at least prior to the
Anglo-Argentinian war, has been to accentuate the dependence of the country
on exporting primary products and importing manufactured goods. For example
between 1975 and1979 the value of exports in seéctor I (animal products) rose
from $240 million to $1154 million, whereas the value of imports in sector
- XVI (machines and electrical material) rose from $641 miltion to $1429 million,
(40} But we have already seen that while the primary product exports are
overwhelmingly going to the USSR, the industrial imports are overwhelmingly
coming ‘from the USA, (as well as other imperialist powers like the EEC states).
Argentina thus falls into the category of oppressed nations which are
simultaneously exploited by different rival powers, unlike coutries such as,
say, Chile or Vietnam which are overwhelmingly dominated by one power or bloe,

The theoretical implications of this question desetrve to be examined,
but we ‘can only do so sketchily here. The phenomenon of superprofit decomp-~
oses into two aspects, namely that arising from monopoly and that arising
from other forms of super-exploitation we have already analysed. Theoretically
it could appear that exploitation would be mors intense in a monopoly sphere
of influence than it would in a place where different powers were in'compet-
ition. There are cases where this does indeed seen to be true, for example
in the case of jute in Bangladesh shortly after the Soviet-backed Tndian
dismemberment of Pakistan in 1971, or the casc of natural gas in Afghanistan
today: in' both these instances it would seem i hat Soviet social-imperialism
was able to cull exceptional advantages from 1ts monopoly position by buying
goods wady below the value they would command even on the imperialist ‘world
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market, if competition had prevailed. In Argentina there is intense inter-
imperialist “competition over' the supply of generating equipment for. the
Parana developmerit project, ‘an important hydro-electric scheme, -and it is
reasonable to:conclude that.in the absence of. this the imperialists could
more ‘easily ‘sell godds above their value.

: " However; overall - and here we m2y take India as an example of.a
country which falls into the same category ~ it must be accepted that
‘countries which are simultaneously exploited by different rival imperialist
powers or-groupings are still very heavily exploited. - The factor of monop-
oly can,.at worst, only play a subsid’ vy role in relation to the other
gspects of superexploitation. This fact hes very important implications
for our understanding of British imperialism., There are only very . few ™~
oppressed natiens --gpart from Ireland, Malaya would be an example - where
British imperialism enjoys a dominant, let alome a monopoly position.
Obviously Britain’s role in Scuth Africa is of fundamental imoortance.:
Still, if we were to take account omly of Britain’s ability to be number
onié iin ‘a“particular ‘area we would hardly take it ~ or for that matter any
of. the other EEC powers - very seriously as an imperialist power, But it
is precisely oneé of ‘the central theses of our argument that theé imperialist
countries jointly oppress and exploit the oppressed nations by the very
functioning of ‘the systch itself., The fact that Argentina or Ireland have
changed or are charnging from being the exclusive preserve of one power. .
ingo. the joifit ‘preserve of: several powers from the point of view of economic
exploitation does not fundamentally alter their character as oppressed -
nations, nor does it alter the character of the former exclusive exploiter
as ;an Oppressor country..
- i We have hamsered this poiut very heavily because there is a danger -
. of failing to appreciate properly Britain's neo-colonidl role. ' However,-
havingfgraSQed this phenomenon %e must proceed to a yet more important -step
in the argument. This zituation whare there are several imperialist @ .°
.exploiter nations holds within its core,; within its very essence, the: tendency
for powerr - to assert their exclusive domination. This tendency is greatly
| .stimulated by the crisis, wiich 18 vrecisely why we heed a deep grdsp of
the.crisis in order to understand anything about contemnorary imternational
relationg,  China used to be an area where i1he great powers collaborated to
maintain an 'open door’ policy where they. could. jointly exploit the country,
But in the .world crisis of the 1930s Japan 'broke the -rules' and tried to.
‘dominate it exclusively. One aspect of this is stepping up the rate .of
super-profit by adding the element of monopoly to the other elements of
.super-exploitation, but far more important is simply increasing the mass of
g'shpervprofit,byzgrabbing the lot inctead of sharing it with other predators.
. The. phenomenon of ‘neo-colonialism carries within it the contradictory aspects
of joint exploitation and exclusivity, but the latter is the aspect which
. grows into dominance when neo-colonialism is projected into hegemonism, its

acutest. expression in the gdlititb-military-sphere;l“

Thus the striving for exclusivity is manifested within the present
situation of joint imperialist exploitation, Soviet social-imperialism -
would like to replace its present ’one-sided’ exploitation of Argentina by
a more complete domination. On the ohe hand it planned to advance its
existing dominaz~_ =f the Argenitinian grain market to a position of
virtual monopoly where it is-likely this year to be taking 807 of the -
country’s. mahor export. (41)  The Arpentinian~Soviet agrecement for 1981-6
allows for exports of 22.5 million tcmaes.of corn and oilseeds plus yearly
exports of 4 miliion tonnes of fodder seeds. (42) ~Furthermore, moving into
the beef market social-imperialism purchased 130,000 tonnes during 1980. (43)
An agreement signed a year ago provided for furtier purchases of $1,000,000,000

, opFFtg
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worth over fiveé years. (44) On the other hand, however, what really :
concérusthe Kremlin bosses is breaking into the Argentlnlan market with
their industrial‘exports, and it was precisely a major feature -6f these
negotiations to tuse the already built up dependence of Argentina on’the ~
Soviet market for its grain in order to force them té° ‘accept more industrial
goods in return. Fourteen sets of Soviet turbines were to he mounted in the
Salte Grande hydroelectric project. (45) But according to some reports
the fuuctlonlng of these was not very good. When these b1tter negotlatlans
-had been hammered-out, the Argentinian government had had to agree £
purchase half a b11110n dollars worth of Soviet machlnery ‘and "equipment -
over the.period up to: 1985, marking an enormous 1ncrease over the flgures
grven above for Argentlnlan imports in 1981. (46):= e

Further more other aspects of the growing reldtionship between the™
Soviet' Unfon and the Argentinian junta show a more ¢learly strategic f"
character. In an interview with the Brazilian paper'0Globo'” Vice Admlral
Castro Madera (Argentlnlan ‘minister responsible for nuclear energy) -8aid
that Argentina was considering a nuclear agreement with the USSR, in the
sdme breath boasting that Argentina had the capacity to make nucleatr
-weapons, - (47) * Already earlier (probably in 1980) Argentina had bought’
five tonnes of heavv water from the USSR to fuel its nuclear reactors, (48)
‘Moreover . there is. ‘already Sov1et—Argent1n1an collaboration in the" exn101t-
ation of economic resources precisely in the south Atlantic area, in the
" form of ‘joint prospecting for krill. (49)

‘Behind this striving for economic and political control, there is’
also the strategic questlon of controlling key lines of communication in
preparation for a major world conflict. Some time ago the South African
racist regime proposed the creation of a South Atlantic Treaty Organisation
grouping itself together with Latin American states; -this was never
formalised, but there is no doubt that it had an informal kind of existence
in the strategic thinking of the western 1mper1a11st bloc, and the former
-icomoperation between the South African regime -and the Argentinian junta in
-ithe: field of: repressive techn1ques also reflected this strategic conception,

, It .18 a fact that the open1ng sta ges of ‘both world wars were marked
by 1ntense iactivity aimed at winning control of this precise area. In
‘December 1914 the British fleet destroyed a German squadron off the.
Malvinas after a fierce battle. In December 1939 the so-called 'Battle of
the River Plate' involved a British force based in the Malvinas.

@ Among the two 'superpowers, the Soviet Union - despite its systematic

.- and v11e -support for the. fascist junta and its-failure to support Argentlna s
.-.just claim to the Malvinas - is probably much more favourably placed to:
influence, any post-junta democratic regime which may evolve in Argentina

.-in the course of or after the present war., This follows from the dialectics
of the situation where any favoirable evolution in Latin America must
inevitably go through the historical stage of positing the USA as enemv,

as we. w111 p01nt out later. -« - i

.-léﬁuSocialist in Form, Imperialist in Essence.

One: of- the factors we have been insisting on strongly throughout is
that the 1mner1allst powers live in a sort of parasitic symbiosis with the
exploited nations, their very economic and social structure fuelled by what
they draw out of these nations.  Thus the. Soviet position as a supnorter :
and propeogator of the imperialist exploitative division.of labour is by no
means. simply a questlon of external'pollcy . It is sometimes said that :ire
- are making .an error in characterising.‘the Soviet Union ‘as; Amperialist.~ ¢
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purely by talking about its 'external' behaviour, but this is a completely
..false way of posing the question showing a failure to understand .imperialism's
[dhéracteristics: .This is not to deny.the need for a close analysis of
Soviet ecohomy and society once we have correctly appreciated the essential
importanggﬁof_itsvlinks with, the world system, Only a: few brief points
can be made here. .

.. Because of its. specific characteristics, the Soviet Union is dependent
“on importing foodstuffs,  This creates problems for which an ideal Solution
cannot be found. While.Carter's; grain embargo was in force the USSRhad to
pay slightly above market prices; for Argentinian grain, since this was: the
only source, But Reagan, as mouthpiece for the US farming interests which
_wanted to compete with Argentina for the Soviet market, scrapned the embargo
in April. 1981. This.is an important.event in its own right, because it
demonstiéﬁés“cleggly_hqw;Reagaﬁ?s-supposed'toughness,iﬁ opposing’ Soviet
-expansiomism is in fact.a smokescreen to:cover U5 aggression against the
‘Third World. Concretely this means that the Soviet-Umion is now able to .
_ screw bettgt'te:ms'ogtzpf_Argégtina.u.Moreovertthe-Kremlin leadership is.
.faced with difficult choices: the political and strategic influerice. it gains
_.through its preponderant position in the Argentinian export market is
_important, so too is the fact.that grain from the.USA can beé hought .on lomg-
‘term.credit terms, .which the -Argentinians could not possibly afford to give.
?Moﬁéoger Lloyds has refused to underwrite -the insurance risk on shipping in
the South Atlantic. The USSR has been trying to diversify its scurces with
purchases from Thailand and Canada, All these factors may be involved in
the fact that right in the midst of the war, when Argentina's need for
‘smooth trade relations was at ‘its most deperate, the Soviet Union suddenly
left Argentina in the lurch by delaying .the conclusion of further agreements
on grain imports, . Possibly it is trying.to take advantage of Argentina's
difficulties to extract still hetter terms, .At the time of writing the
outcome is not clear, but these facts only go to confirm the systematic
dependence of the USSR on. food imports.

P " In-talking about 'the Soviet Union, we must distinguish between the
~shortcomings which existed when it was socialist, and the: fundamental
contradictions of the capitalist mode of production which now prevails
‘mﬁhete, The former were secondary questions which' could have been resolved,
- whereas the latter are fundamental contradictions which are irresoluble . -
‘within the context of the.capitalist mode of oroduction; -However the -
former weaknesses were fundamental, and they also -helped to determine-the
specific form in which the basic contradictions of capitalism manifest =
themselves in the USSR today. The present Soviet nositien:in theiworld: =*
market reflects a pecyliar form of the contradiction ‘between toim and - ©
country, very different from the form taken by this contradiction in-other
-imperialist countries. , ..

'WP?Sﬁ;ﬁgéknésses in"handling the ielationship betﬁeen-industty and~
agrigdltuf‘fledquughg creation of a model whereby a large surplus was

Al et

extracted. from the peasantry as a basis for launching industrialisation -
which 'y é;in}turﬂﬂstrongly biased towards heavy industry., -Fsseatially = -
V;hisﬁggrvgiTtd_qnderﬁine the worker-peasant alliance which is an indispensible
..foundation for the dictatorship of the proletariat. - Formally, the structiral
;ﬁéakﬁéssé§49§gSoVietdagriculture}éeterminedithat after theé réstoration of
.. .capitalism the Soviet Unicy would -be.dependent on plundering staple food-
;§§g§f§zfté@ithe.Ihipd_HbrId;gpr importing them from other imperialist _
‘countries) to provide a support for its heavy industrial séctor which is -
now increasingly militarv-industrial. In any industrialised economy a
division of labour is necessary so that there can be an-industrial population
which does not produce its-own food.. .In the modern imperialist world the"
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-division of laboyr. is. essentially: international.” Typically the systeri:
,;ﬁkﬂ%ﬁjﬁé;ﬁg}ggygﬁdphe;indqstrialisedwcountryg:with~éfvery“mbdgrp**iﬁdﬁ§fiia1'
' égﬁi;@l@uﬁg,”prgducesiamlargeisurplus;ythe'Third Wbr&d_countfy;ialthbugh:

cultural'rather than industrial, does not produee ‘enough fdod fok- g
1£, because it is forced by. the; system to:concéntrate on:preducing
cash crops which the imperialist countries 'need’ as non-staple foods, " "
industrial raw materials etc. Both the Soviet Union as an imperialist

Lagri

4q, COURETY and. Argentina: as-a Ihitd.Wbrid.countrg‘axeiuntypical in this respect.

Qgptedly;th?(EelationShiP,With=Ar8entina“sérveS'és a basis for the

;tg§£$tépcé §g1thg,So#ietuﬂnioﬁ~of:a parasitic militarv—induStriéljngfbffg
;?hish_is;eycgp$igna11y~b10§ted;~EVen bY'impefialisf‘standatds:rf””'“}'f“j

i

'fAiiﬁmféilbws:ffom.our whole analysis that the aftitude of ‘eommunists ‘in

tffhégry;and practice to.the key questions.of néo-colonfalism. revdlving

especially around the.international-divisfon of labour is‘'a matter of '
fgh4amgnta1”impthance in establishing their credentiils as’ révolutionaries.

W?,Shog}dwﬁqttjust;condemn the Soviet Union,  but drathhe~necesééry‘cchﬁl-
usions, . The Soviet revisionists-started .as apologists for-neo-colonialism

ﬂ;a@d,Qeiglogeq”inte,itg.most“ardent*practitioners;afThiéfis?Géryféésyitotdo
for'gqmmuqisgs in_an industrialised country, Whichtis.thlyﬁiliy'in!a~p6Sition

.;9f advantage in relation to the-oppressed mations. 'If they don{tfaétivéiy

“‘target .the’ international system of exploitation ‘they will: be: sucked in.. '

‘:zihgéggcgdprépisqu1fai1ed‘ﬁoﬁgrasp';his‘duestibn-clearlyi “There aré vital
_lessons for us here... . ... ‘ ' nooght N

Ji?{fojstailisétioﬁ;ff:tﬁe AntifH§'Struggiq;

;wt.,Hiéthicallj,_the‘lfberatiqn struggle in Latin America can only "advance

’iﬁy;t&pggcting US imperialism. this :fact is -determined by -the concrete

results of well over a century of bitter historical experiemce, i':i% 7.

" At first sight the Anglo-Argentinian war ‘appears as something ‘wierd
and peripheral. 1In relation to the earlier imperialist wars waged by
Britain it conjures.up Karl Marx's remark that major historical ‘fadts occur
tWicétjnwﬁeLﬁifst_time.aS_txagedz,;the second as farce. !Men make ‘thety
oun history, but they do. not make it Juet as they please; ‘they do not: hake
it under etreunstances. chosen by.themselves, .but undep circumstahces divectly
encountered, - given, and transmitted from the past.” -(50). Tt ha& acted is
a tatalyst, crystallising Latin America's-struggle;fit'has-gathetéd‘diﬁéfée
cq{renps,bf,gtruggigwipto a single stream. ~It-'has brought together Britain's
apparently“gﬁachroniétiéigunboaq diplomacy. --reéopening those vowerful' early
wounds ‘which still' need Lo be averged .~ with the electronic age repressioch of
US'Héggmoniﬁm;jéﬁd revéaled: these to be a single ehemy. . Werhave been saying
for some @ingthat?among;;he.oppressedﬁnations~tbereware;struggles.wagedﬂby
states against hegemonism etc., and struggles waged by peoples for. revolution
and that these share a common enemy. Over the past few years there has been
the glorious: upsurge..of the revolutionary movement. for example in Nicarasua
and E1 Salvador. .At -the same. time' there -has-been a movement involving &'
very"brgad’répge'of-forges aimed at affirming a Latin American identity, -
which can’ only define itself. in opposition to.the USA. - The US:concept ig

_¢ﬁgiﬁgmi§éd”in“the;Grganisation of American-States, a 'hemispheric’-orgaﬁig-
atiqn;baSgd'in_washingtqnhandEWhigh they have dominatéd for most of the post-

wdr period. In 1974 at a meeting in-Ayacucho : (Peru) -to-celebrate ‘the 150¢h

anniversary of the defeat of;Spgnish.colnnialism,"a strong plea was put foward

iﬁbfaVQQFqu’7LatinaAmeriqangnﬁﬁionalism?5 This in essence stands in oppos-
ition tq the United States!.:"hemisvheric' concept:,

,f.Théiétiﬁis:céused.fﬁé,US[;té;tighten its expl i%&fﬁvexééréﬁs-iﬁ the "

mfﬁﬂi?oég AJgéqﬁwhgp the.EEc,wgs;adopting.reiativefy'prdgressivébydTiCiéé?
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towards the Third World in the Lore Convention the USA passes a particularly
reactionary trade a act, c1sar1m3naf1np against _States which were members of
primary producers’' ov ‘ganisations., Thisg caused trefeddous. résetitment in
Latin Arerlra to the extent of strong ﬂrlcxczsm of US DOllCV even belng
nadé 1d fhe HAS over the 7sr c0u319 SF years., THEh the formation of the
‘Latin” Aﬁ°r1can Econicmic “Ey§ter (oelu) in® LQIS wa £ind the beg hings.
(tentaflve of COUL\E, and’ Lﬂ?VLLr i1y Llﬂﬁle& ilth conhrad1ct10ns, as one'
could exject with an initial, painful’ atfempt ‘to struggle out of the
accumulated mire caused " DYy centuriés of ca~on1a1 ‘end seml-c010ﬁ1a1 plunder)
of a deVPlonnpnt strategy which breaks with: the - neo—colonlal "cbemes
assoc13;ed‘w1th the Aliidnce for PrO?IESo,W"Fﬂ 'situated itself 1th1n the
overall striggle of the Third Morld for the Héy lnternaLlonal Eanomlc Order.
I 1981 we “find, according t6 the Intar AmericanDevelopment Rank, 'erowth'
for the whole ragion havxp slivped tc 17 ou a mor capita basis, and in
1iearly half the countries ha\»vp 4ECilqu Tais is what the chsL means
"concretely £6¢ the Third Wbr’q, and 'in Latin American tefms it reveals the
compl@;e bankrptcy of "the past cades of oomcplled ’deveioDment'
backed by TS lmnerlnwlsn. But fx ‘no 1t1ca£ point of VIEW, nothlng

could be more important than tho wletn 1aent1fL cation of the USA w1th an
enemy which unites the whole of

n Aerica against it, {51) Thus the
already~developinz fsolaticon of the US4 oun echnomic. aroundu Hés now grown
for the first tin i nto a politd
of these events, !
the OAS Lo'be L_sns‘ovreﬂ;
arzty” ~L‘colon1311='
histdri
armed Forées to fiﬂ Afgan "y
of supporting a goveiin L,.iu.,' b
Ttself from colonialicnm, 52

.
el

o -“OnE"evenf lch encabsulates a whole
‘b/ r“volutLonavv NlcaLapua to aend its
nt ing out't?*af this * s not g question
"o whole peonle to Z1berate

.

togecher vl diF '“f.' o”reqvlv tvends at a contlnental
hin TEOnina bw a ]01nln9 together of the anti-
‘MuLVLrao with the democratic’ stru0g1e
c'“dCLtS of ‘the anti~ 1mper1a115t strugple.
il | : ' L*lch combine support for
‘the Malvitas dition B¢ coposition tu the ]LlLd s political and .ecoriomic
repression. This fg Ho 0% » reflectwd in an appeal recsutly signed by
a long list of o= gan*.?ti“m_ stpnorting human r«ghfs and revolutionary
Struggles in Lakin Ameri da'which peints cut *haL the present war brings
‘together e waaaofouwry_bbr rmment 10y 0f the Reagan DoZboy, déféndunq
the remains of vne of Bite most arbitremy cmo’ violent colonial | émpires endured
by the Third: IurLd against ¢ H?ODL who - althcugh subject to g pttzless
dwtcztor’e%p - p0°3233 @ Duiniing Cesire +‘oﬂ Ltberatwn CIF At z8. Zeaztzma'te

for the Europeun Cﬁuntwu,s'L 2o nu‘ The eonscqu .2es of Yalta (z = the

st -the JFHL” by
The ‘popular forcns hc'

H—
(23 "l
weo

division 6Ff Furove’ Tnto uaraer anel FMQPYCGW spheres of influerce) it Zs ..
7 P . ; +

Legitimate for the pecples of whe ity od World to contest the whole Zeqacy

of eolonialism,” (53)

Before the Malvinas conf'LcL_ligié, ube Ar;@ntlnlan ]unta was pathet—
ically trylng to estabiish U“Heu alg

tina '§ positi on. as a kind of outpost of
Europe, denylno the 01n”“V s ’hl;u' br!d character and sayLrg that it
belonged with the Christian Woct and that tneLe wa3 0o point being part of
the Non—allvned Movenent. C&LJ the war, and d person like the foreign
ninister N. Costa Mendez switched DrPLthLlLV ovornlpht to puttlng foward
dlametrlﬂallv opposing views pL-anaﬂ ﬂnoruant poiné, is that in essence
the Th1rd-wor1dlsm eanrpvweg La:-np tne war ”Od”tltut9$ Argentlna 5 true
character com1ng to the surface, :d 1 w*ﬂnhb’ﬂuxﬂ hore to SL&V.: “imom.
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18, Gains for the Soviet Union?

The war has shown that the western imperialist powers still to some
extent constitute a bloc vis-a-vis the Third World, The fact -that the Third
World sees them, and combats them, in this light, has a positive aspect.,
The fact also carries with it the profound danger that Soviet social.-
imperialism, the most expansionist power, will realise important gains.

Ve must recognlse this - bland assertions to the contrary will get us no-
where, With the liberation struggle positing itself in opposition to

westérn lmnerlallsm, in a certain sense the Kremlin warlords ‘only have to
sit back and think of ways of usurping the fruits of the popular struggle
later. ' e

Whlle we must insist on recognising this fact, which is very -import-
ant in asse351ng the buildup of forces leading to war, at the same time if
we. have Droper understanding of the historical dialectic we will also he.
able to pinpoint the positive forces which exist.

' 19;.The_F6rces for Change

" In hls work C&pttal Marx put foward an analysis of the hlstor1ca1
. tendency of the capitalist. mode of productlon, pointing out that this Ied
'to a necessary conclusion. - the exproprlat1on of the expropriators. (54)
We believe that-the inevitable tendency is indeed as Marx described it,. .
,only with the. projection of this whole process onto a werld 1eve1 the E
forces acting as agents of this historical change are different, broader,
take on more of a national form, etc.

He first refers to an original expropriation of the. small producers,
and, at a world level we -have described how this happened in the case of
Arpentlna, With the whole story of slavery and genocide it involved. ,Th;s
laid the b381; for the accumulation on which capitalism developed. ,The;
secondfsten is'- ‘the expronrlatlon of the small capitalists by the large
ones, which leads to increasing concentration. In this sense the -tendency
to 1mper1a113m 1s already included in Marx' analysis.

, Todav the whole off1c1a1 world order is bu11t most fundamentally on

_ the labour of the masses of, .the Third World, it 19 thelr labour, objectified,

presentlng itself in a form: totally alien to them. What could epitomise
Marx' theory of alienation more thoroughly (and. at a much broader, trulv
world level than at .his time when he was thinking mainly of the proletariat
of the industrialised countries) than the attitude of the Third World 1
labouring masses to the official world system and to the objectified and
alienated form acquired by the conditions of their own labour?

Yet Marx' analysis of course implied that the revolt of a primarily
peasant country would be essentially conservative, i.e. attempting to
negate this original expropriation by turning the clock back to the era of
small production. Yet with tle development of imperialism there have been
profound changes, one of the most important being, from the point of view
of our argument here, the fact that survivals of pre-capitalist forms of
production are integrated as essential elements into the system of super-
exploitation - and thus are revealed more and more clearly as non-starters,
making it clear that the only nesation possible is the foward-looking one.
The next step must be the expropriation of the exprovoriators, whereby the
conditions of labour including tie land are to be repossessed in a new
co-operative form. This negatioa of the negation is precisely what is on
the agenda on a world scale, and the demands of the Third World tend obj-
ectively in this direction. The agents of this trend are the popular masses,
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whose action embodies the profound objective forces in human society. In
revolutionary struggle they come to the cons¢iousness that the cbjective
forces are not outside and above them, they are them,

» Looked at From this point of view, in relation o the really imﬁortant
things which are happening, we can.gay that the deiét_reﬁisioni$t§ are .
isolated. ~They deny the mass movemeni and,attfibuté eVerytﬁinghto:thef;élative
relationship . hetween two power blocs: "The change in the balance of:forces
of the two .social systems (sic) constitutes a decisive factor in restruct-
uring the system of intermationdl relations, because this balance <s a ey
i8sue determining its very nature.” - (55) The social-imperialists thus
identify,thegselvesvfully with the old and decadent forces, the tyranny of
dead , labour quer living, and oppose the real restructuring of international
relaﬁiqns”being'carried out by the populaf'forces.-'Bdt_we:qan identify
with. the movemend o isolate the Soviet revisionists only if we really
recognise and.hecome part of the positive forces. Jn past historic’eras
the objective .forces seemed to: be prised apart from:ﬁﬁmaniﬁyiand at logger-
heads with it. - For Shakespeare there is a powerful sense of;fhe historical
dialectic.wprking,through and at the same time opposite. to'man. Hence the.
importance of the supernatural element in his plays. - Scientifie socialism
creates the possibility of understanding woclety’s objective laws and,
understanding,.makingvthem'part of humanity's. conscious aection. Yet despite
these; possibilities outr movement ig still at the stage of _confusedly
cbntemplating obiective forces as something external'anﬂfsaving liberally
aleng with Shakespeare's Cassius that we "partily cvedit’ things that do
presage.” (56) . ... ' N

. The positive forces are those which realige that the masses are
responsible in a- full sense for their own liberation; this is already the
revolutionary term in the dialectical progressiQH,described by Marx in the
.chapter we have referred to. From- this viewpoint it'is also possible to
éonduct~revoluticnary struggles within the official world of international
relations precisely with theé purpose of revolutionising this world, e.g.
diplomatic struggles in :favour of mouvalipument and the democratisation of
internation31 re1ations'whiCh 80 count€r o the dead, tyrannical, hegemonic
actions of the superpowers. - °

. If we mention Korea, Zimbane,'Irelana, Eritrea as examples where'the

positive forces can be identified; it is obvious that the element of national
Struggle plays -an immensely important role. Now this raises one of the
most vital questions of all. There is a tendency to see the present role
of revolutionary national struggles as a.kind of ersatz revolutionary '
situation or a holding operation prior“tb.the resuscitation of the more,
conventionally-conceived proletarian movement which lies awaiting the kisg, -
of life in the cobweb-and nettle-encrusted castle of opportunism in the.
industriaiised countries. But such a view shows a misunderstanding of the
histqfical;dialectic.- In the era of imperialism the strugeles of the
oppressed. wations are part of the proletarian revolutionary movement in
their .own right. This is not %o say that we should confuse the Third
World movement with the préletarian socialist movement. The Third World
movement as a:whole is-diffuse‘aﬁdfbnurgedis-in-form; Tt requires.a’
leading element to give it impulsicn. - But the.most advanced trend within
the movement of :the oppressed | natiens where the objective and subjective
forces are very :¢losely fused, in other words where'théré are risen peopies -
in an important sence poiats the way foward not ‘just for the Third Yorld .
but for the revolutionary movement as a whole. How does this trend come
together with the: movement in'our*céunfrv?:_Béfbré'ansWering this we must
take the.argument a further step. ™ T E

R el
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- .20, Tragedy of Lord Carrington

o One of the striking facts about this ‘case is that the EEC, despite:
‘its second-worldism, came down strongly on the colonialist side’; The EEC
states are concerned about the 'prestige' of a fellow imnerialist power; -
other arguments were most likely used to 'sell’ the policy: that Britain's
firmness in this case is a token of its firmness with regard to any other
aggressor. But the complete hollowness of this is armply demonstrated by’
‘the fact that the European Cormuni.ty failed to,take any decisive action. -
with respect to what is likely to be the only serious aggressor, the Soviet
Union, when it invaded Afghanistan. This shows more than ‘a hint of a
_tendency - not as marked as-Reagan's, hut reactionary nonetheless - to-be
. Strong against the oppressed nations, weak with Soviet social-immerialism,
With the Soviet Union acting ‘as an all-round oppressor there is no doubt
that the assertion of ‘independence by European states in responge to =
aggressive threats provides 4 progressive- aspect in the nationalism: even of
these imperialist powers. But the nationalism embodied in’'the war against
Argentina is clearly reactionary, and this is the aspect which the Eurdpean
Community has chosen to identify with,

On Britain's part, the choice of this particular response to -the
conflict with Argentina does not appear at first sight to be very obvious.
We have already said that our viewpoint today should be different from that
in Shakespeare’s time: but if we were to write a new tragedy about a.nohle-
“man swept up in contradictory forces which end up destroying him, an inter-
esting subject would be Lord Carrington.’ "The Lancaster House agreement on
Zimbabwe was an excellent example of second-worldism: the situation appeared
to be that if the fighting went on the opportunity for Soviet intervention
would grow and there might come about a:Soviet' lackey regime as in Angola
(we are not saying this is in fact what would have haopened,” just describing
the perception of the bourgeoisie), The alternative of a genuinely indep-
endent popular regime was appalling to the British imperialists, but it was
preferable to this. Now this line of policy is really different from the
most reactionary trend (for ekample the trend within the South African
racist regime of working actively to destabilise Mugabe's government for
the express purpose of pushing Zimbabwe into the arms of the Soviet Union).
Iﬁ”thé‘Iastlanalysis'the USA, like the Soviet Union itself, would practically
prefer a;cQUntry'to be in the eéneny camp rather than following a genuinely
indépgndent”line which it hates and fears like the plague. (57)

v iThéiiogic'béhiﬁd this second~worldist policy is not hard to find.
The 'néo-colonial exploitative division of labour makes the second world
dependent on markets and raw materials in the Third World, and if the latter
falls under the control of the supérpowers, then so will the second world.
We will return to this point later. ‘But in this specific case, from the
point of view of second world logic '~ which is entirely in tune with the
bourgeoisie's neo-colonial interésts. it would have made a lot of sense-to
hand over the Malvisas to Argentina. ‘For example there could have heen -
‘co-operation in oil prospecting where the imperialist power would plav the
dominant role through its control of the levers of finance capital and -
advanced technology. After all; in the era of neo-colonialism, formal .
sovéreignty is not a barrier to exploitation, it is a condition for exnloit-
ation. The Argentinian jinta, which is pro-immerialist in its instincts
even though history has now cast it willy=nilly in an anti-imperialist-role,
would have made a tractable partner. A decision to hand the islands over
would have been second-worldist, it would have heen fully imperialist as
far as Britain's motives were concerned, at the same time it would have
been progressive in terms of the use Argentina might make of it in the long
run, and naturally we would have supported it. Rut in the event this didn't

P | -
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happen, and it is clear that profounder reactionarv forces were at work to
-counter weigh the logic we have just outlinad

21. ‘A Vehicle for Historic Forces

It is clear that the crisis acts as a vehicle for nrrofound historic
forces which inevitably sought ‘a means of “expréssion. To understand these
forces is the main question.we have beer giving our attention to, hecause
if we fail to do this our grasp of the ‘specific’ circumstances of the part-
icular .case could only be superficial. ' However, the latter question is also
important. ... - - I

The crisis only came about in this way at this time because. Britain
chose to defy a logical'calculation of its interests as a second world
imperialist power which would seem- to dictate handing back the islands to

-+ Argentinag. and because .Argentina chose tb~IEDOS$esé them at this time.
~ The. subjective motives of the decision~makers'aré~nbt necessarily the most
important thing.because they are themselves vehicles: for historical forces

which they probably comprehend only very impérfectly.

As far:as the Argentinian junta’s decision is concérned,"wé.shoﬁld,,
:Strive to.uuderstand ity but at the same: time it must be made perfectly -
clear.that.it is not up to communists in anothdr country, particularly the
Oppressor.-country,  to bargain their support for a just cause according to
whether they crasider that the decision was "dpportune’ or mot.' The islands
are Argentinian -territory; and if the leadership made tacticélneprors.in
the manner of its atlempting to recuperate this territory, this is entirely
a questicn for the Argentinian people to settle. Our own estimation is
that the Argentinian junta had been preparing this as a policy option for
some.time, and had thought up quite & Machiavellian scheme. They had
understood something about- the infinite blood=lust of the imperialist ‘
Vultures.who, whether in Britain, France or'elséwhere, were simply drooling
over the prospect of a fraticidal war hetween Argentina and €iile over the
Beagle Channel dispute, whcre they could make fabulous profits, by selling
meapons to both sides....{58) Blindéd“bf“thair'vamﬁiré*ﬁikéfdg&ight at this
bloody. vision, the imperialists do not think for a moment that the weapons
would. be turned against themselves. The actual occasion for the junta to
take the decision to reposses the territory by force was presumably taken
. .in response to the dramatically ihcreaSed-4EdlétiBE'it was suffering.on a
domestic level, (59) As we have piated ‘dut, the junta thought it, could .
control and canalise the popular sentimnt for riational resurrection but. .
this was ¢’y wishful thinking on its part. ! o ’

As connoisseurs of how stupid imperialists can sometimes (unfortunately
not always) be, we cannot but admire the comprehensive way they fell for ..
this pretty simple "Toye :But dlthough the junta exhibited.a certain cunning
in a profounder sense - the Argentinian revolutionaries have pointed out ~
they committed major errors; iThey gave the factor of weapons precedence.

. over -the.human factor, wnd theitr ‘strategy was by its very nature the

--antithesis of popular mobilisation.” "But history shows that  "when the
people vas able ‘to organise itself democratically and freely” it was able,.
in the past, to defeat' the apparently invincible English imperialism, o
whereas on this occas on the7Argenfihian_dictatorshipnif@méférred'to place
its trust in the hypothetical support’ of the two sipérpowers, offering
these superpowers concessions in exchange behind the backs of the people...”
(60) : ' S -

22. T ials of Strength with the Third World

The major question which remains to be answered is why British
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imperialism went to such lengths to defend its colony. To begin with there
is the question of 'remnants of empire'. We have already said that, in the
colonial period, the dialectics were such that the prevalence of colonialism
as the main thing enabled informal colonial relationships = as in the case
of Latin - America - to exist as a special case. In the contemporary world,
this proposition is reversed: neo-colonialism is the dominent oppressive
-system; but within its context a number of remnants of old-style colomialism
.-Can exist, and each is important in its own right. In this case, there are
important interests in terms of petroleum resources and lines of communic~
ations, both of which become increasingly important as the politico-
&conomic, crisis grows in intensity.

;: - . Britain, like some other second world countries, wants to have its

cake .and eat it, in other words to maintain second-worldist relations with
the Third World and at the same time to exercise domination where it can. (61)
Looking at this same question from another angle, we can say that relations
between second and third worlds are determined by a continuing series of
trials of strenght. The progressive trend, (which never exists in a pure
form, but precisely only in the form of a struggle against its opposite) is
for the :second world .countries to adopt policies which objectively favour
the.interests which the Third World is trying to promote, thus progressively
‘isolating the two superpowers as the main enemy. This trend estahlishes

.- itself insofar as the second world imperialist powers lose out in these
trials of stremgth. (As in the veriod leading up to the signing of the Lome
Convention, as in the period leading up to the;Lancaster House Agreement,
etc.) . But.at: times the imperialist powers get-delusions about outting
the-Third World in its place", which is what Britain has been trying to do
in this case. The objective result of this policy is to weaken the unity

of those forces defénding national indepemdence against the superpowers,

and thus to favour the interests of the superpowers, which threaten third
and secind worlds alike.  But the British imperialists, by their very nature,
are too ignorarit:-and shortsighted to realise this.

' In periods when the threat of world war is growing, local wars tend
to grow in frequency ‘and intensity. = The Anglo-Argentinian war was only one
of several major:wars being fought at the same time: the three outstanding
armed, liberation struggles against Soviet or Soviet backed aggression':
(Eritgga,AAfghanistan;”Kémpuchea), as well as the gulf war” Chad, El Salvador
etc. From a. certain angle, history casts these in the role of 'practice’
wars., Quite consciously and cynically they are used by imperialism to try
out’ new weaponry - as in the case of Hitler's use of the. Spanish Civil War
.:fo.try out his airpower for example. The British imperialistsrwere-certainly
‘delighted to have some real enemy people to kill in order to test .out thé: -
effective.ess of their anti-personnel cluster bombs which were used with
hundreds. of casualties on the Malvinas. At the same time, .in a period of
intense world crisis, strategically significant areas are naturally drawn
into becoming the focal points for such conflicts. The Soviet Union has
rushed into orbit an ultra-sophisticated spy satellite whose sole and express
purpose is to observe the conflict.inlfhe_South Atlantic. It is persistently
rumoured in Argentinian anti-imperialist circles that Britain has offered
the USA permanent base facilities in the islands as the price for its support.
The South African apartheid regime is pursuing its previous.active involv-"
ment in the area by apparently aiding both sides. Finally, underlying al?l :
these factors, there are the great themes of contemporary history: the
struggle of the oppressed masses to -assert control over . theitr own lives, to
liberate their nations from the domination of the exploiters.

But ff'the'subjective motives of the British imperialists are less
important than the objective forces they reflect, it is nevertheless true
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- ,5Hhre-impenialismrhas-éensed'the ovportiunity of winning a victory in the

"Prancing dround: - Tt-is important to note that this ‘comes at a time

v~ fighting under cond itions’ whe¥e the fifperialist bourgeoisie has had “room

simi
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that the Anglo-Argentinian war is of immense_significaqce in the evolution
of ‘Britain: as arsecond world countyyy” t:o U h o o
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Vé:must'wﬂrst’EtatéwCIeérIyithatﬁiﬁ”buf‘dpihion]what British imper=
lalism-i's #rying to. ‘get “out oi~tHETwathasﬁmotqfqp do with gbé]éfoCt”df
therdrisi&;onqtheﬁsithatibﬁ-in*Brit&ih,'and“iﬂ'Eritain's relations with”
-freland, .than it Has' to'do with the situation in the South Atlantic. '

- 23.: the Irish Dimension

sep vvo The Irish dimension will lay" the  foundstions for undérstahdiththis

point. . British imperialism is tiéd‘dbwh‘inaé'colbnialfwar there, and the

continuing successes of the patriotic forces' cannot but be galling to it

full glare of publicity, thus raising iﬁs'prestize'and,mdralg."This;:i.g
is hoped,:‘could be won relatively easilv against inexperienced troops, =~
fighting on uifamiliar terrain, and in particular by using’the most hefty’

weapons, such as nuclear submarines, ﬁéjinally‘cohcéiﬁedjfbr‘deféﬁCE;égainst

-Sovietﬁéggressibﬁx';This dction has to be read as a ﬁhfeat_ﬁofthé Irish, ,
pecple mbout:what Britain could do (imagines” it could do)‘byAemplpyipggﬁ_
still’ more violent means. One”sniVellihg‘BBC;repofﬁér eVen,remarkgdwbgq;

lar.the ‘terrain in 'East Falkland' is to that in' Treland!

24. The Function of Chauvinism

This latter point brings us to the essence of British policy, but we
must also look more clbsely;at what the war represents in terms of events,
in Britain.:-Some of" the Teft has argued that chauvinism has been whipped
'7?“?6"jﬁ§fffyrthe"Falklands' war: but we would turn this érgﬁmentﬂthéf:;;
other way round. Chauvinism isiteelf more ‘impértant to British imperialism
than dnything it could possibly achieve in the'South: Atlantiec. This is
not to say that British'impefialism’é*métivéﬁ‘aréLmainly "domestic': '
what it is concerned with is the internal conditions which it needs to
create in:order to adapt to the international™cerisis:  Tn the First World
War thé main effect of chauvinism Was‘Ed?s@pﬁﬁit“éonténtidp:between‘thgnl
big powers over  spheres of ‘influence, but &an important effect was 'also’to
defuse class"conflict and isolate ‘the révoluticnary forces. 1In the present
siteation we'are arguing that ‘the lattéffaspéétfis{préébmiﬁantﬁ';An.QSpépt
of this nationalism *s-being ‘exploited by'Thafcher.for_party-political‘ o
purpcses;: but this is only a purely superficial aspect, as we can see from
the fact_thét.thé“dcminantfﬂabdur'party'aﬁd‘tra&é,dnion forces dre in' no
wayilagging béhind tHe‘Tories"fﬁ_pronégatiﬁg chauvinism, What we must’ -’
look for them 5 the deeper economic roots, S e

25. Struggle of Labour versus Capital under Imperialist .Conditions

-+ - The Anglo-Argentinian war has turned into a ghastly imperialist =~
Walpurgisnacht where all-the old-ghQStS’and“ﬁdﬁsfé&b;dﬁ”éﬁaqyiqis@:arg;,_;

| at a hen
the 'Iabdur“movément““is”alréédy:bn:the défehﬁivé'dndfin,ﬁaét”ih.disafiqlg
Why?piBecauéeuthétoffféiél=ﬁorking'bléss”ﬁbvéménffi§‘ééSéﬂffain;gg“réﬂ:ﬁp?

foﬁumandeuureyrto‘makevEoncessionéf suPérpibfftAhas‘fgﬁdamﬁﬁtﬁi;y deﬁ§' -
;nednthe-whole'manner-iﬁ”whichjthé“Eiaéé‘étfﬁgglenig‘i@périalisF countries
has been condueted, i &7 o e e e o

Do gme, et Nees bl

Today an’éktfaordiﬁérily'ﬁfof' ha’aﬁdﬁcﬁmﬁléXjErisis gtibéﬁthé?-? B

imperialijst Worid.’”SﬁpéréXplditétibh”éoﬁfinues'énd’thé'Thifduhbfi§:§11§t'*
1s in some ways getting worse, but at the same time the realisation of
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‘stiperprofits mets mo¥e -difficult For the 1mper1a11sts, and in’ partlcular
for Britain because of its relative decllne as we have already pointed
out. Hence the estahlished conditions for the hitherto circumscrihed
class strupyle are changinp.; Now .the concrete situation is: that in.the
years “just before ‘the crisis broke (1 e._around the heg1nnrng of the' 703)
the" worklng ‘class had managed to win concéssions wh1ch in essence probably
meant . establlshlnp the value of ‘its Tabour power at a hlaher level. The
condition for these victories - even though won through some hitter and
important strugples - was that superprofits enabled the- hourge0131e to make
concess1ons w1thout eating into _ordlnarv nroFJts. It must -he emphasised
that it 1g° 3" pood thlng for the proletarlat to Prah what -t .can from the
bourge01sze.> This is a c1a331c feature of the class struﬂzle, and . of
course we support 1t.1 But’ the 1mner allst precondltlons were-.not apnrec:ated
If .the valie of ‘labour power vere to be maintained at its present level,.
this could only be "through the med1um of a helghtened struggle in order to
eat into’the" normal' ‘rate of profit of the capitalist class. Theoretlcallv,
this is. perfectly 90331b1e within the laws of the capltalrst system. . . But
“thig ig: Just what the official lahour movement proves ltself totally 1ncap-
able of conductlny.- Instead ‘of mov1no foward to helohtened struegle it.
hankers back to the- days of nlentlful superproflts, thus making itself \an
accomplice of 1mper1allsm. The present outburst of chauv1n1sm thus strlkes
a deeply resonating chord within the Iabour movement itself.

26. Accelerated Decline in the Rate of Profit

Ifit was! Just a matter of claW1ne back the victories of the past
ten or . fifteen years ‘this would not be so difficult in the present atmos-
phere: of demorallsatlon and demoblllsatlon., However there are -important
additional-factors causing the rate of profit to.shrink, anf this means:
= that the bourge01s1e wil’ mdunt still more.. savage attacks on the worklng

class in’ search of absolute and relat1ve surplus value.

i

The Labour Party and trade un1on leadersh1p accuse Thatcher of 'lunacy
in. puttlng foward policies whlch destroy the domestic market For British .
indudtry, -~ But in faét such pollcles only appear lunatic from the narrow-
nationdalist - Keynsian ' v1ewp01nt., In contemporary imperialism the world
smarket count$ for more than the ‘“domestic market. Thatcher aims to. allow‘
the British ecomiomy “to’ be devastated to such an extent that’ _some of the
conditions ‘of the- deféated countrles at the end of’ Vorld. War II can be_f*'
reproduced and a: new, restructdred and comnetltlve econo“”‘ ise
ruins. ' Labour- fl1nches at the rigour of ‘this avproach bt fundamentally
they “are in agréement on the: need for an 1mner1a11st assault on’.the world.
market, backed by the fervour of a natiomalist 'consensus'

The :fact is that the néw xmnerlallsr international d1v1310n of labour
can, as we have p01nted out, only be based on a restructuring of the whole
economy of ‘the 1mper1allst countriés so as to endow them with the high-
technology sector “which woiitd hold the key to their dominant influence over
the: entire’ world 1ntegrated system ‘But tbe 1ntroduct1on of new technologv
can only mean a major change in the organlc comnos1t10n of C&Dltal, with,
the proportlon of constant’ ¢apital vastly 1ncrea31ng. But since only varlahle
capital can be a source’ of proflt, the rate of profrt 1s bound to. plunge..
This could be offset’ through an- increase in the mass of nroflt brouqht
about by selling a- greater quantltv of goods on the world narket. But. w1th
the global Keynsian aspiration to increase Third World pgrcha51ng power
being counteracted by a search for’ 1ncreas1ng sunerexnloltatzon, it is
practlcally 1mp0531b1e to’ see where such an expanded market could pos81blv

come; from..’”
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27, Reactionary Form of Nationalism
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Hehq@b=ﬁipce,thg:guidi_g:pxincipleuforrthe:boufgeoisie'can~5n1yfbédto
qin,ghej?ate,of:profit,-an increased ‘attack on the:living standards iof
the working class is certain to come. To defuse whatever resistance may -

arise, the bourgeoisie is making preparations, and the current outburst of

- .Xeactionary.nationalism .is thus. closely. linked with the trepd towards fascism.

wButmcertain‘ﬁqrggsnarg already fighting baek against British imperialism.
The asseﬁtial element in these. forces is~the.nati0nalsminorities; In the
feactionaryg-chauvihist idea of the British "national character’ promoféd by
the ruling bourgeoisie, theynhave‘always:been'excluded, reparded as a hiostile,
align:force,Ainnfact—treated as:part of - the enamy. In the present“reaétionary
hysteria Whipped,ggfin«cannection,with 2 -war against an oppressed Third ™
W@xld;pationhwi;hgwhichgtheir'own;experience'1eads them to: identify, the -
.ﬁatinnaluminoriﬁies once again find themselves targerred as: the enemy.’ = -

. ':;AIhgtvigaiiy5importanz“p@int%isfthét theispirjt of struggle for national
iﬂdépendenge,again$tu89vie§ggxpansioniém;is indeed ™ task of the’future: '

But the foul, chauvinist naticnalism which attaing its filthy epitome in.the
'Falklands spirit' is not only useiess in this respect, buit, far more impor-
tant, is diametrically;opposite to-the -trend which must be built.. "It treats

as the enemy precisely the main positive forces on which we.must build. Tt
lumps.together- as the enemy. the two main compénen-ts_-of.the,gositiv’e‘f?forces9
namely the combative forces. within Britain with the national minotities as
their.paip element, which would form"the backbone of. a people’s' resistance
against Soviet éggression%iamdnthe-struggle of the oppressed nations for *
control over their own destiny, free from dominationism, which ig the main
inspirationwwg«needﬁtq draw on; Singce the 'Falklands spirit® unités these
_gqgi;iveAfopéés'in:opgqsiti@n,tc-ity it also 1ifts the struggle for this
chsit%V@ gvolution. te.a higher level; .arstruggle ﬁhich-inevitablyﬂpasSesfﬂ
through the negation of this reactionary chauvinism, " .Of course there exists
a positiveﬁaspegt;gogthe¢assertionwof4nationai*iﬁ&ependenbe“againSt super-
powergdomiggtiongﬁevengunder_tﬁe‘bourgeoisie;' But'the Malvinas crisis
starkly pgsgspﬁhe,limitationsfofathis‘trend; and leads us to qléstion its

bistoric destiny,

=28, Evghuti@n«ef-thedAnti—superpOWer Trend in' Europe

The essence of second-worldist nolicy is that these countries are
neg=coloniatist im:the full sense in their exploitative relations with the
Third: World,. - But they iare unable to be hegemonist'inithg'Full‘Séﬁseﬁfiﬁﬁére
is thus icontradiction as well as unity between.the ‘econo "base and-the o
politicormilitary superstructure which protects it, .~ 727 o G L

Foozed oy
CooRnEn

,;.,;,;Thgimhfgiatiqnship-tq-hegémanism}muﬂt be viewed under tho ‘aspects,
On: the one hand they would ‘1like to be but can’t, on the other hand they -
are ;bamgglves;thnéatgned:bymhegemonism. Hith regard to their relationy -

;yWiFh;ﬁbe.ﬂhirdeErld, on"thenone}hand the“thréat'they'SUffer'fé-qﬁalifgfiﬁély

different. from that facing the'Third world, on the other there 18 the poss=
ibility of-unity::* Both the@eﬂéépéetsimust‘be‘taken“into-hécbunt.-’* i

pdh

" ‘Why qualitatiwely dGiffetrent? - Because the thréat suffered by théﬁ-i%

a thpeat-by”thewsupErpowerSﬁtO"deny‘their independent existence as imperialist
povers. . As imperiaiistfpowers;_their economy depends on thé préservation

of :their exploitative relationship with the Third World. The USA, with
regardjtnrwestern,Euere after the last: war, sought to destroy thé_effective
state power of,thesewgountries-byu(if”WE may paraphrase a-line from the 'sld
RCL Manifes;of).?working-at & From bdth-sidés‘:*establishing'igé'hége@onié
position both in,. the metropoles themselves and in' the colonial spheres of

T g
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ihflﬁéﬁéé”ﬁhey?énjéyedﬁ.isoﬁiet;soqial;i@@efialiSm:today; with its politico-
- ideologico*military threat to western Europe and particularly its monopolist
~ line towards building spheres of influénce in the Third World, poses this.
“* threat still more-acutely,; - . .. . = T & o .

N S £ Rt YT _ - ‘ _
_ In theﬂcdﬁtemporary;worldAghere are only three choices open to second-
. ranking capitalist powers.: For a long time there seemed to be only two: to

" turn the clock-back to the heYdayfothheir'qdlonial empires or to tag along ,;
behind the'coat-tails of the domimant impérialist powers and grovel for -
some crumbs of their super-profits. It was above all De Gaulle who looked -
for:a different line.. Insofar as the first of these options posits itself- )
as futile and the second as capitulationist and degrading, the attitude of i

second world imperialists.towards the Third World inevitably changes. The
"_.choice now comes to appear as one between a Third Werld dependent on the
superpowers ~ and for the reasons. we have explained, this automatically )
“means -that the second world too will be dependent - or an independent Third

"World. Hence the possibility of unity on a basis of mutual respect for

‘independence.-

T 020, Limitations of the Positive Bourgecis Trend

- But the lesson we are now learning is that the negation of these two
first alternatives is by no means absolute. The progressive aspect of the
second world bourgeoisie .in support of independence is fragile and precar-
ious, and the reactionary aspect keeps reasserting itself.

We can now give an outline of the dialectical progression of the
% eurrent of.indepgndence in the second world. : In order to do this, however,
we must make a break with our prévious. wooden and absolute way of thinking:

“"Though ordinary thinking everywhere has contradiction for its = -

content, it does not become aware of it, but remains an extermal

reflection which passes from likeness to unlikeness, or from the

negative relation to the reflection-into-self, of the distinet oA
stdes. It holds these two determinatioms over against one another g
and has in mind only them; but not their transition, which is the

essential point and which contains the contradiction.”  (62)

There. exists a link between second world imperialist anti-hegemonism
and the anti-hegemonism which we are trying to build for. the future,: but
the two are nevertheless opposites, The growth of hegemonism and its
concentration in- the hands of the superpowers meant- that the second world
imperialist powers asserted their indeépendence in a new way,_ qualitatively v
different from-the great-power  rivalry of the past. That. this could:happen
is evidence of the increasing. importance of national contradietions in the
contemporary period.  But because the second world imperialisms remain
opressor nations, the historic trend towards positive independence struggles
on the part of the second world. remains, insofar as it is articulated by
the imperialist bourgeoisie, burdened by a ‘limitation which is its own
negative. .-Second-worldism has now, in the crisis, increasingly come to be
at.odds with its own self, it is fast exhausting its potentiality and it
becomes. clearer all the time that the trend towards positive:anti-super~
power independence struggle cannot’ be carried much. further under the- lead-
ership of the bourgeoisie. ' This trend has a.momentum of its own, but.in
order to-be cartiéd’fdward_iﬁ.ieQuirés'a leap bringing: about -qualitative
changes in.its present'imperiaiigt content., We have spoken of the second
world imperialist powers, but: there also exists-within Furope itself '
countries like Ireland and Poland which are themselves oppressed nations
without being burdened with the limitation of being oppressor nationms.



“86cialismlies ‘thréugh a struggle "against’ {mperialism. = This ‘evolution®*:
' 7dls6 points to-the 'fact ‘that the unity between these férces is the erucial
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They will exercise an important influence in bringing about this transition.

30, Inspired by the Positive National Forces

T <ol

It is only the revolutionary forces which .can carry us. foward from.
the impasse which the anti-superpower independent trend has reached under
bourgeois::1leadership. - The present: trend must be negated with respect to-
iCS“imperialistresséhcé; and’ ati.the same time through this negation carried

foward, i -t -1 4,

There has been a line put foward which argues that the contradiction

~between our country-and: the Soviet Union is the principal dne, and that all
‘other contradictions, ¢lass. or national, must be subordinatied ‘to this. This

line is rigﬁtist“andﬁdeservé5‘tb:be“criticised,.but the way in which we .
previously criticised this line was itself undialectical, ‘and .opened 'the
way to different errors. The purely anti-Soviet viewpoint did at least

‘Have the merit.¢f: pdsing ceptrally the political questionof natisnal anti-

hegemonic struggle. Tt posed this in such a way as ‘toideny the “struggle .

against British imperialism, which is the only way the revolutionary move-
ment can advance beyond its present level,:and this was ‘its fatal weakness,
But in the way we used to criticise this rightist error we tore asunder the

"7 questions cof‘ndticial lindependence and struggle ‘against British capitalism,

regarding these as entirely distinct, and not grasping their contrgdictory
unity. We argued in affect ‘that unless we built & strong base in industry
at the current stage by struggling against British capitalism, there would

"be no ‘communitt force worth' speaking of to. take up the causé’ of 'defedting
‘Soviet ‘aggresssion ‘latér. “But-this argument ‘neglects ‘the vital faet that

the exampie of the revolutionary national struggles in the:Third World, -
and the struggles of the nationul minorities are elements which need to be
injectéd into the class 'struggle in Britain at ks ‘current stage in order
to begin raising it to an anti-imperialist level, -Our possibilities for
defeating the bourgeoisie's current offensive are very problematic, given
the appalling character of the 'labour movement" leadership, but ‘this )
offensive alzo produces its opposite. Defeats in fighting the economic
battle have the effe .t 'of posing more centrally the political questioén, and
the 'Ealklaﬁds'fadtor"?hasftﬁe me¥it of drystallising this with unpreced<
énted precisiomn. Those "éléments in the working class movement which are '
prepared té fight back, as well as the left~wing forces, are ‘lumped’ tog-
ether with those forces which have long been the cnemies of chaavinist *
naticnalism, ramely the Third World, Irelamd and the national minorities.
Togéther the¥ ‘are ‘accused of breaching the natiovalist ‘éonsensus.’ ‘This":
poses sharply thé fact ‘that the only road to progre§s;democracy ‘dnd’ T

R & Ll e Lt <. . o o . ., Coa e b e LN . P . ale @b
factor in mikKing this step., Out of this junction of forces a new spirit”
; .

'aﬁd’a'ﬁeﬁ*coﬁéféte’ﬁeaiity will come about which will be completely 'firm’

against Soviet social-imperialism ‘as well, that most dangerous embodiment
of dominationsim, insidious neo-colonialismand reaction. Such is the
dialecti¢ of history. Among the, left, only the Marxist-Leninist forces

"' have thé équipment to grasp this dialectic as ‘d'whole, and this confrdnts

us with an extremely heavy responsibility,
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NOTES

l. For these quotations see Lynch, J. The Spanish American Revolutions
2808-26 .London, 1973, pp. 40-1.

2 Several colonlal powers sent their armed forces jointly to suppress.
popular movements which threatened the 'interests'of the oppressor powers
on a number of occasions, including the Taiping movement in the mid nine-
teenth century,

5 3 There may also at times be certain formal mechanisms such as the Bretton

Woods . agreements (1944) which exercised a regulating influence over monetary
and commercial relatlons up to the outbreak of the present.world crisis -
but these mechan1sms mmust not be confused with objective laws.

:4.,It is however clearly explained by Engels in his discussion of the 'force
'theory in Anti-Duhring. Part II, sections II-IV.

Ss«Karl Marx, letter to P.V. Annenkov, Dec. 28th, 1846.

6. The circuits of capital are discussed in detail in Marx' Capital. Vol. II.

ff;jKarl Marx, Grundrisse, London, 1973, p. 512.

8. The old CPGB textbook Politieal Economy =~ Marxist Study Courses gives a
good exposition of this theory, without however stressing the international
1mp11cat10ns, as it should.

' 9. Royal Institute of International Affairs, Soviet Documente on Foreign
Pbltcy; Vol IIT, p. 186.

10. S,chi‘l'le.r, Wilhelm Tell, 1T, 2, lines 1459-61.

11, D.W, Nabudere in his Political Eeonomy of IMpermaZzsmg London, 1977,
“has’ developed a view of 1mperlallsm today which, notably in part 5 of this
book, he pits agalnst the centre—perlphery theorlsts, and in particular
he gives a crlthue of Samir Amin's Accurnulation on a World Scale, New..
York 1973

12, Thls capltallst philosophy largely influenced the . tblnkln? of both
Labour and Tory bourgeois parties after world War II. It has now been
ditched by Thatcher, but continues to dominate the thlnklnp of the TUC .and
‘Labour "'left'. They in fact hold to a parrow nationalist form of Keynsianism
which seeks to build industry behind tariff barriers on the basis of the
domestlc market, whereas someone like Heath for example takes a much broader
v1ew comprehend1ng the world economic system.

13. The‘Brandt Comm1ss1on is a group od political flpures from the EEC and
elsewhere which holds to the global Keynsian perspective. Its reCent report
is published under the title North Souwth, London, 1980.° o

14. V.I. Lenin, C(ollected Works, VoX. 38, p. 363.

15. C. Palloix, in his book I 'Internat¥fonalisation du Capitql, Paris, 1975,

also questions the centre-periphery digtingtion in a way which seems to us

to run the danger of neglecting the fundamental question of national oopression.
However his detailed study of the circuits 6f reproduction of capital in

the context of the role of the transnational corporations is immensely
valuable, and really indispensable if we are to develop the theory of
imperialism creatively.
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16, Thus Nabudere has correctly pinpointed Amin's individualist error in
migreading Marx on the question of Indiz(see Nabudere op. cit., pp.:228-30)
But this is a point of secondary importance only. In his recent work I 'Avenir
du Maoisme, Paris, 1951, Amin with courage and honesty nins his colouts
firmly to the socialist model as embodied in China, thus going against the

tide of confusion which prevails among large sections of the -“left'.:

17. This refers to the tendency for prices of raw materials and primary
products to fall, while prices of goods produced by the industrialised
countries rise,

18. A. Gunder Frank, Crisis in the Third World, London, 1981, p. 159 ff.
gives a very valuable study of this question, althcugh we differ from him
on some points.

19. See Cambridge History of the British Empire, Vol. IIT, 1959, p. 332.
20. H. Herring, History of Latin America, London, 1968, p. 744.

21. Luciano, 'The Political Strike Against the Argentine Federal Government ',
International Press Correspondence,  1935; No. 59, p. 1455,

22, Herring op. cit. p. 744: Chambers' Encl., 1950 edition, Vol. I, p. 578.

23.7 Declaration of the Belgrade Conference on Non-Aligned Countries,
December 1961, Text in L. Mates, Non-Aligvment, Belgrade, 1972, ». 390.

24, However, among major imperialist powers forming the second world, we
should not forget that Japan refused to take a pro~British stance on the
Malvinas conflict.

25. Julius K, Nyerere, Speech to the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the Group
of 77, Arusha, February 1979. Text in A. Sauvant, The Group of 77,
Appendix A, p. 131 ff.

26. Economist Intelligence Unit, tuarterly Economic Review of Argentina,
First Quarter, 1981, ‘ B

27. GreatVSoviét Encyclopedia, Voi. IT, . 283,
28. Tbid., p. 285. .

29. UNCTAD, Trade anc Ecomomic Relations between Latin dmerican Countries
and Countries. Membc.s of the CMEA, Manila, 1979, TD/243/Supp. 2, .19,

30.‘Republica Argentina, Minsterio de Economia, Intercambio Comercial,
December 1976, p. 668.

31. Republica Argentina, Ministerio de Economia, Intercambio Comereial,
19813 Boletin ‘Estadistica Trimestral, Fnero-Junio 1980, p. 151,

32, For a good description of this policy, see A, Gunder Frank op. cit.,
pp. 20-7. RS

33. See for example Latin Ameriﬁa'ngééﬁdZ Reports, Southern Cone,

January 29th,. 1982, e, T

Y-
2

34. Neues Deutschland, January Gth; 1978.:



58

35. Hew Times, .1977. No. 51, v. 24.
36, See Le Momde, March. 14th, 1982..

37. See for. instance L,.Lozinov, -'The Liberation Struggle in Latin America’,
International Affairs, Moscow, 1977, No. 8, pn., 38 f,

38. By.Y. Korolyov, International Affairs,- 1980, No. 9. n. 114 f,

39. L. Klochovsky, 'The Multinationals in Latin America’, Intermational
Affatrs, 1977, No. 10, p, 46..

40, Republica Argentina, dnuanio Estadistico, 1979-8), p. 521.

41. See Class Struggle, May 1982, The same figure is given in Latin America
Regional Report, Southern Cone, April 9th, 1982, This was the tendency, but

it may have been modified by the new developments in the midst of the Anglo~

Argentinian war.

437 Neue zuvcher Zeitung, Tuly 15th, 1980.

43. Le Monde, April 24th, 1981.

44, Finameial Times, April. 23rd, 1981,

45. Soviet Wews, May Sth, 1981.

46. Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeltung, March:éch'andAAprilllﬂth 1982,

47. Nuoted in Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeiltung, March 2nd, 1982,

48, Neue Zurcher Zeitung, January 15th, 1981.

49. Neues Deutschland, April 18th, 1980, Krill is a kind of prawn whi ch
abounds in the South Atlantic area and which is considered to be-one of the
major atrategic food sources of the future. For the Argentinian Marxist-
Leninists’ analysis of this agreement, see (lass Struggle, July, 1982,
30. Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumatire of Louis Bonaparte, Ch, 1.

31. Only Chile was an exception, but evan it declared its neutrality.

52, Le Monde, 18th May,:1982, |

33. Le Monde, 16-17th May 1982,

54, Karl Marx, Capital, Vol, I, Ch. 32.

35. N. Kapchenko, ‘Socialist Foreign Podicy and the Restructucturing of

International Relations', Imtermatiofial Affatrs, April 1975, p. 5.
56. Shakespeare, Julius Caesar, Act V, gcene ITI, line 79.

57. This can be seen clearly in Kissingegﬂs'pnlicy in the closing stages
of the Indochina war. Under Csrter we find contradictory strands of policy,
some of which pull in a differint direct¥on, but these have been negated

again under the present admin? astratiof,

vy
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e . s : .)‘...:...‘}- . i . -‘i: r" .‘f' :"-.
58. A legacy of the cglonial period, the delimitatidnm of the frontier
between Argentina and Chile in. the region of Tierra del Fuego. is extremely
complex,, An arbitration treaty was signed -in 1902, and - not surprisingly
from whatwe know about Britain's preponderant neo~colonial influence at
the time - the arbitrator was none other than Britain. At issue in the
current dispute are mainly three islands in the mouth nf the Beagle channel
which carry with them 2 certain influence over the Antartic, Having spent
six years deliberating, the arbitration court delivered a verdict in 1977
which, having been rejected by Argentina, formed the hasis of the current

conflict,

o

59. According to some reports Argentina was on the verge of acquiring the
"Blowpipe' portahle surface to air missile (which the British invasion
forces used successfully against Argenfina's Pucara ground attack aircraft),
and Britain was considering selling it one of the assault ships which were
eventually used to launch the British invasion of the Malvinas.

60, See the leaflet "Organizarse para Defender las Malvinas!!" (Partido
Comunista Revolucionario, Comite Central, 12-4<82), A fuller survey of
pregressive opinion in Latin America can be found in Class Struggle, July 1982.

61. Another examnle is France, whose so-called socialist president - with
a long personal record of favouring French colonial interests - came down

stoutly on the side of reaction in the Anglo-Argentinian war.

62. Hegel, The Seience of Logie, Vol. I, Book II, Sec, 1, Ch. 2.
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