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“The Communist’s ideal should not be a trade-union secretary, but a tribune of the 
people, able to react to every manifestation o f tyranny and oppression. ” Lenin
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KLAN NAZI SETBACK IN CHICAGO
On June  29 , 3 0 0  a ng ry  w o rk e rs  

and p rogress ive -m inded  peop le  ra l l i 
ed hear C h icago 's  In te rn a t io n a l  A m 
p h i th e a tre  to  s top  the  K u  K lu x  K lan  
and Nazi P a rty  f r o m  h o ld in g  a p u b l ic  
d e m o n s t ra t io n .  Led by  th e  C hicago 
U n e m p lo y e d  W o rke rs  C o u n c i l ’s C o 
m m i t te e  to  S to p  the  K lan , these 
w o rk e rs  ra l l ied  under the  banners o f  
“ Smash the  K la n ’ ’ and “ Jobs w i t h  
Peace.”  T h e i r  num be rs  and th e i r  m i l 
i ta n c y  succeeded in scaring o f f  the  
h a n d fu l  o f  b ro w n s h i r te d  Nazis w h o  
had surfaced c a r ry in g  signs th a t  read 
“ We W a n t Reds D e a d ,”  “ K i l l  N igger 
C o m m u n is ts , ”  and “ Back to  A f r i c a . ”

Th is  was n o t  the  f i r s t  t im e  th a t  
the  K lan  and Nazi P a r ty —these s tan 
dard-bearers  o f  fa s c is m -h a v e  em erg 
ed in Chicago. For m o n th s  th e y  have 
been ca rry in g  on  an ac t ive  o rgan iz ing  
cam paign  in th e  subu rbs  s u r ro u n d 
ing C h icago : in C ro w n  P o in t ,  In d i 
ana, in C ice ro , and in A u ro ra ,  w he re  
th e y  burned  d o w n  a B a p t is t  ch u rch  
th a t  had v a l ia n t ly  housed an A n t i -  

K lan  p ro tes t  ra l ly .
O n C h ic a g o ’s S o u th w e s t  side, fo u r  

Negro  n a t io n a l m in o r i t y  fam il ie s ,  a t 
te m p t in g  to  m ove  in to  a p re d o m in 
a n t ly  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  n e ig h b o rh o o d  
had th e i r  c h i ld re n  beaten, th e i r  
hom es vanda lized  and shots f i re d  in 
to  th e i r  houses. A n  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  
w o m a fv  t r y in g  to  sell her house to  a 
N egro  n a t io n a l m in o r i t y  fa m i ly  was 
also th re a ten ed  and garbage th ro w n  
at her house. In C h ic a g o ’s S o u th  
Shore  c o m m u n i t y ,  th ree  fa m il ie s  a t 
te m p t in g  to  o rgan ize  a m u l t i - n a t io n a l  
b lo c k  c lu b  received th re a te n in g  
phone  calls f ro m  K lan  m em bers ; one 
fa m i ly  was w arned  th a t  th e i r  h om e  
w o u ld  be burned .

On June 19, th e  K lan  issued a 
m em o  to  its m e m b e rs h ip  ca ll ing  fo r  
an a n t i - c o m m u n is t  ra l ly  t o  p ro tes t  
the  Peop les ’ B ic e n t ie n n ia l ,  sponsored 
by  th e  C o m m u n is t  P a rty  U S A  
(C P U S A ), on  June 29. The  Chicago 
U n e m p lo y e d  W o rk e rs ’ C o u n c i l  lea rn 
ed a bo u t  the  K la n ’s p lan and fo rm e d  
a s u b c o m m it te e ,  the  C o m m it te e  to  
S top  the  K lan , and began a c i t y 
w id e  cam pa ign  to  p reven t these fas
cists f r o m  p u b l ic ly  d e m o n s tra t in g .

The  b lo o d -d re n ch e d  h is to r y  o f  the  
K lan  and th e  Nazi P a rty  a h is to ry  o f  
b ru ta l  te r ro r ,  o f  the  b u rn in g  and l y 
nch ing  o f  N egro  peop le , o f  s t r ik e 
b reak ing  and a n t i -d e m o c ra t ic  s t ru g 
g les^ shows us th a t  these groups can
n o t  be d ismissed as thugs  o r crazies. 
T h e y  represent the  shock  t ro o p s  o f  
fascism, w h ic h  is the  open  te r ro r is t  
d ic ta to rs h ip  o f  the  m os t re a c t io n a ry ,  
m os t c h a u v in is t ,  m os t im p e r ia l is t  e le 
m en ts  o f  f inance  cap ita l.

H is to r y  shows us th a t  the  o n ly  
w a y  the  g ro w in g  fascist o f fe n isve  can 
be s topped  is by  the  u n i te d  a c t io n  o f  
the  w o rk in g  class. The  U n e m p lo y e d  
W o rke rs  C o u n c i l  w e n t  f i r s t  to  the  
w o rk in g  class w i t h  a call fo r  u n i t y  o f  
a c t io n  against the  K lan  and the  Nazi 
Pa rty .  M a jo r  fa c to r ies  th ro u g h o u t  
Ch icago  w ere  lea f le ted , an t i- fasc is t  
reso lu t ion s  w ere  presented to  un ions , 
and w o rk e rs  f ro m  all parts  o f  the  
c i t y  were urged to  jo in  in the  ra l ly .

B u t  th is  was n o t  enough . The  o f 
fensive o f  fascism th rea tens  n o t  o n ly  
the  w o rk in g  class it s tr ikes  at all 
to i l in g  strata and all progressive peo
ple. For th is  reason the  U n e m p lo y e d  
W o rke rs  C o u n c i l  set o u t  to  m o b i l iz e  
a p o p u la r  f r o n t  o f  all p rogressive fo r 
ces. C h u rc h  g roups, c o m m u n i t y  
g roups, and n a t io n a l m in o r i t y  o rgan 
iza t ions  len t  th e ir  s u p p o r t .  T h e ir  
c o m b in e d  s treng th  was. the  key  fac

to r  in g e t t in g  th e  C hicago C i t y  C o u n 
cil t o  u n a n im o u s ly  a d o p t  (47 -0 )  an 
U n e m p lo y e d  W o rk e rs ’ C o u n c i l  in i t ia 
ted  re s o lu t io n  c o n d e m n in g  th e  K lan  
and ca ll ing  f o r  th e i r  e x p u ls io n  f r o m  
the  c i ty .

T he  C LP  appealed o p e n ly  t o  b o th  
th e  leadersh ip  and th e  m em be rsh ip  
o f  th e  C P U S A , against w h o m  th e  
K lan  had ca lled  th e  d e m o n s t ra t io n .  
B u t  t ru e  t o  fo rm ,  th e  rev is ion is t  lead
ers o f  th e  C P U S A  s i le n t ly  re jected  
o u r  call . D esp ite  th is  t re a c h e ry  o f  
th e i r  leaders, some C P U S A  m em bers  
su p p o r te d  th e  ra l ly  against th e  K lan  
and jo in e d  in th e  struggle . / F o r  m o re  
on the  ro le  o f  the  C P U S A , see p. 4)

The  ra l ly  and c o u n te r -d e m o n s t ra 
t io n  was c le a r ly  a v ic to r y  f o r  the  
w o rk in g  class in Ch icago  and 
th ro u g h o u t  th e  U S N A .  F irs t ,  the  
c o u n te r -d e m o n s t ra to rs  o u tn u m b e re d  
the  fascists at least 3 t o  1 and fo rced

th e m  to  re tre a t  u n d e r  p o l ice  guard. 
Second, th e  fascists w ere  unab le  to  
gain a n y  s ig n i f ic a n t  f o o t h o ld  in th e  
A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  w o rk in g  class ne igh 
b o rh o o d  s u r ro u n d in g  the  In te rn a 
t io n a l  A m p h i th e a t re  ( the  o ld  s tock -  
ya rds  area) because o f  the  d o o r - to -  
d o o r  canvassing ca rr ied  o u t  by  the  
U n e m p lo y e d  W o rke rs  C o u n c i l  p r io r  
t o  the  ra l ly  and c o u n te r -d e m o n s t ra 
t io n .  T h i r d ,  th e  ex tens ive  exposu re  
o f  the  fascists in lea fle ts , on  rad io  
and T V  caused a sp l i t  in th e i r  ranks 
w i t h  th e  K K K  and o th e r  re a c t io n a r 
ies re fus ing  t o  h o ld  th e i r  d e m o n s tra 
t io n  as th e y  had p re v io u s ly  p lanned , 
s ide-by-s ide  w i t h  th e  Nazi Party . 
N onethe less , i t  was o n ly  one b a t t le  
against the  fo rces  o f  te r r o r  and rea
c t io n ,  and th e re  are sure to  be m a n y  
m ore .

Th is  v i c to r y  m us t  becom e the  
sp r ing bo a rd  f o r  f u tu re  ba tt les  and

fu r th e r  v ic to r ie s .  We m us t c o n t in u e  
to  wage a p o l i t ic a l  s trugg le  against 
these fo re ru n n e rs  o f  fascism. W o r k 
ers and progressive peop le  m us t  see 
to  i t  th a t  these b lo o d th i r s t y  gangs
ters are p reven ted  f r o m  o p e n ly  as
sem b ling , th a t  th e i r  fo u l  deeds o f  
m u rd e r ,  arson and phys ica l abuse are 
th ro w n  back in th e i r  faces, and th a t  
th e y  are ro o te d  o u t  o f  po l ice  d e p a r t 
m en ts  and g o v e rn m e n t  agencies.

F in a l ly ,  we m us t  f ig h t  fo r  u n i t y  
o f  a c t io n  o f  th e  w o r k in g  class. U nd e r  
th e  slogan o f  “ Jobs w i t h  Peace”  we 
m us t f ig h t  t o  b u i ld  u n e m p lo y e d  
w o rk e rs  co u n c i ls  as one o f  the  fo rm s  
o u r  u n i te d  f r o n t  against fasc ism m u s t  
take . O n ly  in th is  w a y  can we de
fea t th e  fasc is t a t ta c k  and pass over 
to  th e  o f fe ns ive  t o  o v e r th r o w  m o n o 
p o ly  ca p ita l ism , the  seed-bed o f  fas- 
c k m  *

Smash th e  K u  K lu x  K lan  
and Nazi P a r ty !

CLEVELAND BAIL FUND BUSTED
R ecent events in C leve land te s t i f y  

to  the  fo rw a rd  m arch  o f  fasc is t o p 
pression against all sections o f  th e  
w o rk in g  class. O n  A p r i l  19, 1975, 
such opp ress ion  was c le a r ly  e v idenc 
ed w he n  a bail bon d  fu nd -ra ise r  fo r  
v ic t im s  o f  p o l ice  harassm ent was 
b ro k e n  up  by C leve land Po lice  load 
ed in to  21 cars.

F o r  the  last th ree  years the  C o m 
m u n i t y  Bail F un d  has held  a dance 
to  raise fu nd s  in o rd e r  to  bail o u t  
w o rk in g  class peop le  harassed and 
ja i led  b y  th e  C 'eve land  po l ice . The  
Fund  o n ly  w o rk s  w i t h  those  charged 
w i t h  m isdem eanors  since fe lo n y  
bonds are to o  h igh f o r  adequate  
fu n d s  to  be raised. Those  active  in 
the  fu n d  represen t progressive m e m 
bers o f  the  legal c o m m u n i t y  at a near 
by co llege, re l ig ious  leaders f r o m  the  
c o m m u n i t y ,  and w o r k in g  people  
f r o m  th e  Near West Side c o m m u n i t y .

D u r in g  th e  F u n d ’s f i r s t  tw o  years, 
th e i r  fu n d ra is in g  events w ere  held 
ou ts id e  the  Near West Side and were 
n o t  sub jec t to  o u t r ig h t  po l ice  hara
ssment. B u t  th is  year th e  even t was 
held at t h e 'F r a n k l i n  Castle  on  the  
Near W est Side, a c o m m u n i t y  cen te r  
w i t h  such p rogram s as free  fo o d  fo r  
e ld e r ly  c i t izens  in th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  
and a ro u n d  the  c i t y .  S ince th e re  was 
l iq u o r  at th e  even t,  th e  , sponsors 
to o k  ca re fu l steps t o  keep its d is t r ib 
u t io n  w i t h in  the  law  in o rd e r  t o  a- 
vo id  po l ice  harassm ent; th e  sponsors 
even h ired  an o f f - d u t y  C leve land 
po l ice  o f f ic e r  t o  “ g u a rd ”  th e  event.

In th e  m id d le  o f  the  p a r ty ,  the  
C leve land Police, w i t h o u t  w a rn in g ,  
s u r ro u n d e d  the  b u i ld in g  w i t h  21 po 
lice cars and charged in to  th e  p a r ty .  

Several o f f ic e rs  rem oved  th e i r  badges 
w h i le  eve ryone  at the  p a r ty  was h e r 
ded o n to  the  stree t. The  o f f ic ia l  e x 
cuse fo r  the  ra id  was th e  b la n k e t  
s ta te m e n t o f  l iq u o r  c o n t ro l  v io la 
t io ns ,  w h ic h  a c tu a l ly  d id  n o t  ex is t .  
As a resu lt  o f  th is  ra id, p ro tes ts  were 
raised t h r o u g h o u t  th e  c o m m u n i t y .

As a resu lt  o f  successful segre
ga t ion  a long n a t io n a l lines, the Cleve
land Police have m oved  in a b ru ta l  
and v io le n t  m anne r  w i t h in  the  Negro 
c o m m u n i t ie s .  As in all m a jo r  c i t ies  in 
the  U S N A ,  there  are to o  m a n y  s to r 
ies o f  w a n to n  p o l ice  s lay ing o f  Negro 
y o u th  w i t h o u t  p ro s e c u t io n  o f  the  
m urde re rs ,  b r u ta l i t y  in the  c i t y  and 
c o u n ty  ja ils and u n b r id le d  te r r o r  and 
harassm ent on the  streets.

" T h e  m os t  recent in c id e n t  in v o l 
ves C leve land Police s lay ing  a Negro

y o u th ,  D e r r ic k  J. B ro w n e ,  w h o  was 
a lleged ly  r id in g  a s to len  m o to rc y c le  
and sh o o t in g  at po l ice . B u t  14 ne igh 
b o rh o o d  witnesses sta te  th e y  never 
saw a gun, th e  y o u t h ’s m o th e r  states 
papers p ro v in g  her s o n ’s o w n e rs h ip  
o f  th e  cyc le  are in his' w a l le t  held  at 
the  c o ro n e r ’s o f f ic e .  M e m o r ia l  D ay  
fo u n d  th e  p o l ice  s lay ing  D w a y n e  
H a w k in s ,  19, th o u g h  his m o th e r  beg
ged po l ice  n o t  to  k i l l  her son w h i le  
he w i l d l y  sw ung  a k n i fe  in her hom e. 
T he  ou trage  o f  m a n y  C leve landers 
has fo rce d  even C i t y  C o u n c i l  Presi
d e n t  George Forbes to  call  th e  s h o o t 
ing o f  B ro w n e  ‘o u t r ig h t  m u r d e r ’ . ”  

(C leve land Plain Dea ler, June 9, 
1975)

T he  a t ta c k  on th e  Bail B ond  Ball 
is an a t ta c k  on all C leve land w o rk e rs  
and represents an esca la t ion  in such 
a ttacks , n o t  the  f i r s t  o f  w h ic h  was 
the  b ru ta l  po l ice  a c t i v i t y  d u r in g  the  
H ough  up r is ing  o f  1967. Police v io 
lence, c o m m o n  in th e  Negro  c o m 
m u n i t y ,  is n o w  in te n s i fy in g  in the  
Near West Side in response to  g ro w 
ing w o r k in g  class o rg a n iz a t io n  and 
th e  ris ing p o l i t ic a l  struggles in th is  
m u l t in a t io n a l  c o m m u n i t y .  Such a t 
tacks  are c le a r ly  an a t te m p t  to  b reak  
th e  backs o f  progressive w o rk e rs '  o r 
gan iza t ions  in o rd e r  t o  w eaken  o u r  
class. W o rke rs  on th e  Near West Side 
have re c e n t ly  been o rg an iz in g  stead
i ly  a ro u n d  p o l lu t io n  f r o m  a local 
steel m i l l ,  w h ic h  ended  in v ic to r y ;  
a ro un d  schoo ls  fo r  q u a l i t y  b i l ingua l 
e d u c a t io n ;  a ro u n d  jobs , r igh ts  and 
b ene f i ts  fo r  th e  e ld e r ly  and w e lfa re  
rec ip ien ts ,  and m a n y  o th e r  im p o r 
ta n t  issues.’ A n g lo -A m e r ic a n ,  M e x i 
can, P uerto  R ican, A p p a la c h ia n  and 
N egro  w o rk e rs  are b eg inn ing  t o  u n i te  

th e i r  struggles fo r  p o l i t ic a l  and e con 
o m ic  r igh ts . In o rder t o  p reven t any  
m o v e m e n t  to w a rd  u n i t y ,  the  po l ice  
have launched  an o f fe n s ive  against 
these progressive a c t iv i t ie s  o f  the  
w o rke rs .

The  Bail F u n d ’s focus  on po l ice  
ha iassm en t is d a i ly  in te n s i f ie d  in op
p o s i t io n  to  p o l i t ic a l  opp ress ion  b y  

the  state. M a n y  c h u rc h  leaders, ac
t ive  in the  Bail B o nd  F un d , and also 
active  in the  In te r -C h u rc h  C o u n c i l  o f  
C leve land, run  an im p o r ta n t  p rog ram  
o f  c o m m u n i t y  fo ru m s  and d iscus 
sions on desegregation o f  the  schoo ls 
and q u a l i t y  e d u c a t io n .  The  In te r -  
C hu rch  C o u n c i l ,  in a l l iance  w ith  the  
N A A C P ,  is w orking  in a progressive 
w a y  to  u n i te  w o rk e rs ,  prom ote  the

struggle  f o r  e q u a l i ty ,  educa te  w o r k 
ers and p reven t such v io le nce  as oc- 

cu red  in B os to n .  These o rg an iza t ion s  
are o b je c t iv e ly  c o n t r ib u t in g  to  th e  
s truggle  against fasc ism. T he  u n i t y  o f  
th e  w o rk e rs  o f  all n a t io n a l i t ie s  is nec
essary t o  th e  successful defense o f  
o u r  class against the  m o u n t in g  fascist 
d r ive  in th e  U S N A .  C o m m o n  s tru g 
gle, w h ic h  creates the c o n d i t io n s  fo r  
u n i t in g  th e  w o r k in g  class, is b eg inn 
ing t o  deve lop  in C leve land , and i t  is 
p rec ise ly  th is  m o v e m e n t  to w a rd s  
u n i t y  th a t  the  ca p ita l is ts  and th e i r  
h ired  thugs  seek t o  smash!

VIVA EL
2 6  DE JULIO

T h is  J u ly  25, we sa lu te  th e  v a l ia n t  
C uban  peop le  on th e  ann ive rsa ry  o f  
the  assault on  th e  M oncada  w h ic h  
m arked  the  beg inn ing  o f  th e  re v o lu 
t io n  th a t  freed  the  C uban  peop le  
f r o m  the  m u rd e ro u s  g r ip  o f  U S N A  
im per ia l ism .

In the  16 years since the  1959  re 
v o lu t io n ,  Cuba has gone f r o m  being a 
c o u n t r y  fu l l  o f  p o v e r ty ,  p ro s t i t u t io n  
and c o r r u p t io n  to  hav ing  th e  h ighest 
s tandard  o f  l iv ing  in L a t in  A m e r ic a .
The  C uban  peop le  n o w  have fo o d ,  
hom es, e le c t r ic i t y ,  p lu m b in g ,  free  ed
u c a t io na l and m ed ica l  fa c i l i t ie s  and 
m os t  im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e y  are free f r o m  
U S N A  im p e r ia l ism .

The  im p e r ia l is ts  have a t te m p te d  to  
d e s t ro y  th e  C uban  R e v o lu t io n  and 
b r ing  the  Cuban  peoples back u nder  
th e i r  y o k e  m a n y  t im es  in these past 
16 years. F ro m  th e  Bay o f  Pigs to  
the  C I A ’s a t te m p ts  on  F ide l and 
Raul C astro  and o th e r  C uban  leaders ’ 
lives th a t  have re c e n t ly  been d is 
c losed, th e  g lo r io u s  and courageous 
C uban  peop le  have d e fe nd ed  th e i r  
c o u n t r y  and th e i r  r e v o lu t io n .  I t  
is th e  w o r ld  p ro le ta r ia t ’s respons i
b i l i t y ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the  U S N A ,  to  
d o  e v e ry th in g  in its p o w e r  to  keep 
U S N A  im p e r ia l is ts  f r o m  in te rv e n in g  
in Cuba.

We take  th is  occas ion  to  sa lu te  all 
the  a n t i - im p e r ia l is t  struggles t h ro u g h 
o u t  L a t in  A m e r ic a  and th e  colonial 
w o r ld  and express our so lidarity  w ith  
these national liberation  struge:es!

Workers and Oppressed Peon- e
o f  th e  W o r ld .  U n i te !
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The  bou rgeo is ie  is ce leb ra t ing  the  
app ro ach in g  2 0 0 th  ann ive rsa ry  o f  
U S N A  independence  b y  h a w k in g  
“ L ib e r t y  Bell Ice B u c k e ts , ”  "L e a d e rs  
o f  the  R e v o lu t io n ”  a la rm  c locks , and 
an o rg y  o f  ch au v in ism . President 
F o rd  ce lebra ted  the  “ shot heard 
‘ ro u n d  the  w o r l d ”  at C o n co rd  by  de 
c la r ing  the  U S N A  ready to  f ire  the 
f i r s t  sh o t  in a nuc lea r w ar. The 
C P U S A  calls to  “ c o n t in u e  the  d e m o 
c ra t ic  t r a d i t io n s  o f  W ash ing ton  and 
J e f fe rs o n . ”  T he  C LP  also ce lebrates 
the  re v o lu t io n ,  bu t  f r o m  a p ro le ta r 
ian p o in t  .of v iew !

L e n in  said “ the h is to r y  o f  m o d e rn  
c iv i l ize d  A m e r ic a  opens w i t h  one o f  
those great, rea l ly  l ib e ra t in g  w a rs ,”  
and set o f f  a wave o f  re v o lu t io n s  th a t  
sw ep t over France, H a it i  and L a t in  
A m e r ic a  f r o m  1810-22 . Th is  b o u r 
geois r e v o lu t io n  had tw o  aspects, 
tw o  fo rces  c o n te n d in g  w i t h  each 
o th e r  as w e l l  as w i t h  the  B r i t ish . On 
the  one hand  w ere  w e a l th y  m a n u fa c 
tu re rs , s laveho lders , specu la to rs  
and m ercha n ts  the  ea r ly  bourgeo is ie  
w h o  fo u g h t  fo r  the  r igh ts  o f  p ro p e r 
ty ,  o f  s laveowners, o f  th e i r  o w n  fu l l  
e x p lo i ta t io n  o f  N o r th  A m e r ic a .  On 
the  o th e r  hand w ere  th e  small fa r 
mers, w o rke rs ,  slaves, freedm en  and 
app ren t ices , ea r ly  p ro le ta r ia n s  w h o  
fo u g h t  fo r  c iv i l  r igh ts ,  e q u a l i ty ,  an 
end to  im p r is o n m e n t  fo r  deb t ,  and 
a b o l i t io n  o f  slavery. W ash ing ton , 
H a m i l to n ,  M ad ison  and Je f fe rso n  de 
fended p ro p e r t y ,  o w n e d  slaves and 
feared “ the  m o b . ”

These b o u rg e o is ’ fear o f  the  peo 
ple d rove  th em  to  h o ld  a secret c o n 
v e n t io n  in 1787  to  fo rm  a s trong  
centra l g o v e rn m e n t  to  crush p o p u la r  
insu rre c t ion s ,  m a in ta in  s lavery and 
be a to o l  f o r  w es tw a rd  e xpans ion . 
The  c o n s t i t u t io n  was a ch a r te r  fo r  
the  r igh ts  o f  p ro p e r t y  and to  o w n  
slaves. O n ly  w h i te  males co u ld  vo te  
(slaves c o u n te d  as 3 /5  o f  a person fo r  
d e te rm in in g  sta tes ’ rep resen ta t ion  in 
Congress.) The  ea r ly  bou rgeo is ie  fa c 
ed a hard s truggle  t o  p u t  the  c o n s t i t 
u t io n  over. Sam A dam s, T o m  Paine 
and P a tr ic k  H e n ry  re fused to  a t te nd  
the  c o n v e n t io n .  The  states w o u ld  n o t  
r a t i f y  it  because o f  p o p u la r  o p p o s i 
t io n .  O n ly  b y  p ro v id in g  the  B i l l  o f  
R igh ts  and by  p ro pa ga t ing  th e  m y th  
th a t  s lavery was d y in g ,  w ere  th e y  
able to  pass the  c o n s t i tu t io n .

We w a n t  to  m ake  c lear o u r  stand 
fo r  p ro le ta r ia n  p a t r io t is m .

F irs t  o f  a ll , w h a t  m arks  us as 
re vo lu t io n a r ie s  is o u r  u n b e n d in g  
hatred  fo r  th is  m u l t in a t io n a l  s ta te— 
th is  f i l t h y - r ic h ,  degenerate, b lo o d 
s ta ined ru l in g  class th a t  has m ade a 
pig s ty  o u t  o f  ou r  h o m e la n d .  We hate 
th is  m o n o p o ly  c a p i ta l is t  system th a t  
was erected  on the  s laugh te r  and 
lo o t in g  o f  the  Ind ians —on the  b lo od  
and labo r  o f  4 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  A f r ic a n s  
w h o  were  dragged in cha ins f r o m  
th e i r  hom es. I t  is a system  b u i l t  on 
sha tte red  dream s o f  d e s t i tu te  Ir ish 
and Poles and Ita l ians  and -Greek's— 
on genera t ions  o f  im m ig ra n ts  w h o  
came here w i t h  a d ream  o f  e q u a l i t y  
and d e m o c ra cy .  We hate th is  system 
th a t  is b u i l t  on the  p lu n d e r  o f  the  

M ex icans and the  e c o n o m ic  enslave
m en t o f  the  peoples o f  th e  w o r ld .

M a rx is m -L e n in is m  teaches us th a t  
th e  dual na tu re  o f  th ing s  is the  basic 
law o f  l ife . A n d  so it is w i t h  p a t r io 
t ism. The re  is a bou rgeo is  p a t r io t is m ,  
a c tu a l ly  c h a u v in ism , th a t  calls fo r  
the  ens lavem ent o f  w eaker peoples, 
th a t  calls fo r  the ha tred  o f  e ve ry 
th in g  and everyone  th a t  is n o t  A n g lo -  
A m e r ic a n ,  w h i te  and p ro te s ta n t .  Th is  
o u t lo o k  a l lo w e d  fo r  the  te r r ib le  
c r im e  th a t  led to  the  ens lavem ent o f  
th e  peoples o f  the  C arr ibean, C en tra l 
and L a t in  A m e r ic a ,  a l low ed  fo r  the  
invasions o f  C h ina  and th e  Sov ie t 
U n io n .  I t  is to  the  shame o f  the  
A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  masses th a t  to d a y  it 
is U S N A  im p e r ia l ism  th a t  has 
become the  hangm an o f  re vo lu t io n s .

I t  is to  o u r  shame th a t  U S N A  im p e r 
ia lism has so c o r ru p te d ,  depraved 
and d e h u m a n ize d  some A n g lo -A m e r 

icans th a t  th e y  c o n d u c t  themselves 
worse than  the  b ru tes  w h o  were 

H i t l e r ’s S to rm  T ro o p s .  We are ang ry  
and ashamed th a t  th is  h a te fu l  ru l ing  
class has made im p e r ia l is t  wars, se
g rega t ion , fascist p lu n d e r  and o pp re s 
s ion, in s t i t u t io n s  o f  o u r  c o u n t ry .

The re  is a n o th e r  U n i te d  States, 
th a t  o f  9/10 o f  its peop le  w h ic h  gave 
to  th e  w o r ld  the  f i r s t  great l ib e ra t ing  
w ar  f r o m  c o lo n ia l is m .  T h is  land is 
the  land o f  S h a y ’s R e b e l l ion ,  w he re  
the  p oo r  fa rm ers  fo u g h t  fo r  years to  
p reven t the  new  ru l in g  class f r o m  
d en y in g  th e m  the  f r u i ts  o f  the  w ar 
against the  co lo n ia l is ts .  T h is  land is 
the  land o f  incessant slave revo lts , 
the  land o f  R icha rdson  w h o  led 500  
slaves in a rm ed  re v o lt  against T e n 
nessee Coal and I ron  Co. T h is  is the 
land o f  Jo hn  B ro w n ,  th e  hero, and 
his m en. B ro w n  c o n t r ib u te d  to  the  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  gue r i l la  w a rfa re . 
H o w  p ro u d  w e  re vo lu t io n a r ie s  are 
th a t  it is o u r  land th a t  co u ld  p ro du ce  
such m en and w o m e n .  O u r  land is 
th e  land o f  th e  M o l l ie  M cG u ires . Th is  

land became the  f i r s t  land o r radical 
d e m o c ra cy  u nd e r  the  p o p u la r  go 
v e rn m e n ts  o f  re c o n s tru c t io n .

We can be p ro u d  o f  th e  d e m o c ra 
t ic  her itage  o f  the  U S N A ,  a her itage 
th a t  was w o n  w i t h  the  b lo o d  o f  m a r 
ty r s  and the  selfless sac r i f ice  o f  m i l 
l ions. O u r  o rgan ized  w o r k in g  class 
d id  n o t  he is ta te  to  jo in  w i t h  M a rx  in 
the  1st In te rn a t io n a l .  A n g lo -A m e r ic a  
gave the  w o r l d ’s w o rk in g  class the  In 
te rn a t io n a l  Days o f  S trugg le , M ay 
D a y  and W o rk in g  W o m e n 's  Day.

We call f o r  the  c o m m e m o ra t io n  o f  
th e  2 0 0 th  A n n iv e rs a ry  o f  the  revo 
lu t io n  by the  p re p a ra t io n  o f  a new  
re v o lu t io n ,  the  p ro le ta r ia n  re v o lu t io n  
f o r  socia l ism .

We call  f o r  the  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  
the  s truggle  fo r  c iv i l  r igh ts  begun by  
o u r  r e v o lu t io n a ry  predecessors, the  
ea r ly  p ro le ta r ia ns  and small fa rm e rs  
w h o  fo rce d  the  B i l l  o f  R ig h ts  f r o m  
the  re lu c ta n t  bourgeo is ie , f r o m  the  
s lave-ow ning  Je ffe rsons  and Wash
ing tons . B u t  th is  s trugg le  c a n n o t  be 
l im i te d  o n ly  to  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  r ights, 
b u t  m us t be e x ten de d  to  encompass 
c iv i l  r igh ts  never a l lo w e d  to  the  m a 
j o r i t y  o f  the  w o rk e rs ,  such as f ree 
d o m  to  l ive w hevereve r y o u  w a n t ,  
im m ig ra te  f ree ly ,  have decent 
schoo ls and q u a l i t y  e d u c a t io n  fo r  
y o u r  c h i ld re n .  These, and all o th e r  
c iv i l  r igh ts  w i l l  o n ly  f in a l l y  be w o n  
fo r  all w o rk e rs  by  the  soc ia l is t revo 
lu t io n .

T o d a y  th e  f ig h t  fo r  o u r  c iv i l  r igh ts  
is the  f ig h t  t o  secure th e m  fo r  th e  
N egro  p eop le—h is to r ic a l ly  and c o n 
t in u a l l y  dep r ived  o f  t h e m —fo r  th e  
o th e r  n a t io n a l  m in o r i t ie s  and peop le  
oppressed b y  U S N A  im p e r ia l ism , and 
n o t  o n ly  fo r  a small sec t ion  o f  the  
A n g lo -A m e r ic a n s ,  fo r  n o t  even all 
A n g lo -A m e r ic a n s  share in these c iv i l  
r igh ts  n o m in a l ly  assured b y  law. We 
call  fo r  these r igh ts  fo r  all people , 
and co n d e m n  Senate B i l l  1 as an 
a t te m p t  t o  d e s t ro y  th e m !

We call f o r  the  f ig h t  f o r  C iv i l  
R igh ts  w h ic h  to d a y  is the  f ig h t  
against fascism.

We call fo r  the  f ig h t  fo r  the  f ree 
d o m  o f  the  N egro  N a t io n ,  the  c o n t i 
nuance to d a y  o f  th e  re v o lu t io n a ry  
f ig h t  against, slavery.

LONG LIVE JULY 4!

LONG LIVE PROLETARIAN 
PATRIOTISM!

T h is  a rt ic le  was s u b m it te d  by  the 
M an o lo  Tavarez Jus to  F ig h t in g  C o m 
m it te e ,  R e v o lu t io n a ry  O rg a n iz a t io n  
o f  D o m in ic a n  R esidents  in Puerto  
R ico.

The  bou rgeo is  la n d o w n e r  Y ankee  
d o m in a te d  reg im e th a t  since 1966 re
presents th e  g o v e rn m e n t  headed by  
Jo a q u in  Balaguer (Pres, o f  D o m in i 
can R e p u b l ic ) ,  in 1974  d e m o n s tra te d  
its in c a p a c i ty  t o  resolve the  m o s t  u r 
gent p ro b lem s  th a t  thousands  o f  ou r  
h u m b le  peop le  are sub jec ted  to .

Balaguer d e f in e d  the  e c o n o m ic  
p o l ic y  as “ m y  g o v e rn m e n t ’s best 
p o l i c y ”  w h ic h  was in f la t io n a r y  and 
at the  same t im e  a l lo w e d  the  bou rge 
oisie, th e  lan do w ne rs ,  and the  
yankee  m o n o p o l ie s  t o  o b ta in  huge 
p ro f i t s  th ro u g h  th e  sp ecu la t ion  and 
consen t o f  the  p u p p e t  g o ve rn m e n t .

The  present in f la t io n a r y  s i tu a t io n  
leads t o  a decrease in th e  w o rk e rs '  
wages' purchas ing  p o w e r  and perpe
tua tes a grave e c o n o m ic  s i tu a t io n ,  
the  resu lt  o f  th e  e x p lo i ta t io n  o f  man 
by man in the  D o m in ic a n  R ep ub l ic .

The  inn iense s u f fe r in g  o f  the  ex 
p lo i te d  classes (w o rk e rs  and agri
laborers) worsens as a resu lt  o f  u n 
e m p lo y m e n t  in th e  c i t y  and lack o f  
land fo r  the  agr i- labore r  w h o  fo r  the  
m os t pa r t  lives in a m iserab le  sta te  o f  
p o ve r ty .

T he  Y ankee  Ba lagueris ta  gove rn 
m en t has n o t  been able to  resolve the  
p rob lem s  o f  p u b l ic  hea lth ,  w h ic h  is 
d a i ly  ge t t in g  worse. The  D a i ly  p u b l i 
ca t ions  re p o r t  th a t  dozens o f  poo r  
c h i ld re n  d ie  f r o m  re la t ive ly  m in o r  
illnesses such as measles, cho lera , 
and paras it ism , w h i le  m a n y  d ie  o f  
m a ln u t r i t io n .

In R o b e r t  Read Cabral hosp ita l  

coun tless  c h i ld re n  go b l in d  f r o m  lack 
o f  v i ta m in  A ,  o r get r ic ke ts  because 
th e y  are d e f ic ie n t  in v i ta m in  B.

W ith  these m o v in g  exam p les  we 
can deduce  th a t  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  does 
n o t  pay  heed to  c h i ld re n  in 
p a r t ic u la r ,  and to  th e  peop le  in 
general.

P u b l ic  e d u c a t io n  is d isastrous. A c 
c o rd in g  t o  g o v e rn m e n t  f igures, the  
S ecre ta ry  o f  E d u c a t io n  and N a t io n a l  
O f f ic e  o f  S ta t is t ics  states th e re  are 
7 50  th o u sa n d  c h i ld re n  be tw e en  5 
and 14 years o f  age w h o  do  n o t  go to  
schoo l because o f  a shortage  o f  
room s and the  g o v e rn m e n t ’s a p a th y  

in p ro v id in g  e d u c a t io n .  These 
c h i ld re n  also m us t  w o r k  t o  he lp  o u t  
th e ir  fam il ies . O u t  o f  100 ch i ld re n ,  
o n ly  21 reach th e  6 th  grade, 12 reach 
the  in te rm e d ia te  schoo l and 5 g radu 
ate f r o m  h igh schoo l.

T h is  e x tends  to  the  A u to n o m o u s  

U n iv e rs i ty  o f  S an to  D o m in g o  w h ic h  
is in danger o f  being closed since the  
yankee-ba lagueris ta  g o v e rn m e n t  has 
refused to  a l loca te  th e  co rre sp o n d in g  
b u d g e ta ry  fu nd s  and app rove  an in 
crease necessary f o r  the  g ro w th  o f  
e n ro l led  s tuden ts .

The  w o rs t  th in g  a b o u t  th is  is th a t  
n o t  the  w h o le  c o u n t r y  lives in these 
m iserab le  c o n d i t io n s  since th e re  is a 
m in u te  n u m b e r  o f  o l ig a rch ica l  f a m i 
lies and in d iv id u a ls  w h o  keep on get
t in g  r iche r .  W h i le  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  
th e  peop le 's  c h i ld re n  live in a marsh 
o f  m ise ry ,  d e s t i tu t io n ,  hunge r,  rep re 
ssion, p ro se cu t io n ,  and lack  o f  edu 
ca t ion ,  th e  o l ig a r c h y ’s sons are 
h e a lth y  and receive the  best educa 
t io n .  W h i le  th e  peop le  l ive in w re tc h 
edness, th e  o l ig a rc h y  gets r icher.  
T h e y  are l ike  w o rm s  th a t  feed th e m 
selves o f f  o f  o u r  m is e ry  and 
su ffe r ing .

A lo n g  w i t h  th is ,  we have to  see 
h o w  th e  fo re ig n  m o n o p o l ie s  steal o u r  
m ine ra l  resources w h ic h  c a n n o t  be 
rep laced, o b ta in in g  t re m e n d o u s  p ro 
f i ts  th e y  invest in fo re ig n  banks in 
d iverse in d u s t r ia l  and c o m m e rc ia l  
ac t iv it ies .

We also see h o w  th e  fo re ig n  m o n o 
po lies  such as F a lco nb r id ge ,  R osario  
M in in g ,  and G u l f  &  W estern , 
c o n t ro l  o u r  e c o n o m y .  O u r  e c o n o m y  
is in th e  hands o f  th e  yankee  im p e r i 

a lists w h o  take  the  l ib e r t y  to  govern 
us p o l i t i c a l ly ,  w i t h  th e  consequence  
o f  p o l i t ic a l  repression and increasing 
hunger. I t  is also n o rm a l  t o  f in d  
these m o n o p o l ie s  hand in g love w i t h  
th e  Ba lagueris ta  g o v e rn m e n t  t h r o w 
ing the  agr i- laborers  f r o m  th e i r  
lands to  increase th e i r  area o f  e x p lo i 
ta t io n .

Such are the  c o n d i t io n s ,  u nd e r  th e  
y o k e  o f  th e  repressive yankee-ba la 
guerista government t h a t  fo rc e  th e  
job less D o m in ic a n  w o r k e r  and th e  
landless ag r i- labo re r  t o  em ig ra te  to  

fo re ign  a l th o u g h  b ro th e r ly  c o u n tr ie s ,  
w o rk in g  in the  m os t  unsafe and in 

fe r io r  jobs , earn ing  b e lo w  average 
wages, l iv in g  in in h u m a n  places, 
pay ing  h igh  rents, unaw are  o f  

the  cause o f  th e i r  m ise ry  and des
pised b y  th e  u nco nsc iou s  masses.

O u r  M a n o lo  Tavarez Jus to  F ig h t 
ing C o m m it te e ,  an o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  
r e v o lu t io n a ry  D o m in ic a n s  in Puerto  
R ico , realizes t h a t  th e  P uerto  R ican 
g o ve rn m e n t deprecates the  fo re ig n  
w o rk e r  as p a r t  o f  th e  ove ra l l  im p e r 
ia l is t cam paign  whose  a im  is t o  d iv i 
de th e  w o r k in g  class.

Whereas in th e  past th e  ya nke e  im 
per ia l is ts  d id  n o t  u t te r  a w o rd  
a b o u t  the  fo re ig n  w o rk e rs  because 
th e y  needed th a t  cheap la b o r  t o  
w o r k  in the  m os t  c o n te m p t ib le  c o n 
d i t io n s ,  i t  n o w  tr ies  t o  sw arm  th e  
masses w i t h  its lie th a t  we, th e  
fo re ign  w o rk e rs  are to  b lam e fo r  the  
P u er to  R ica n s ’ u n e m p lo y m e n t ,  and 
n o t  th e  c a p i ta l is t  n o r  o f  course  
co lo n ia l  e c o n o m ic  cris is.

E ve ry  day  fascist t y p e  acts pushed 
by  th e  im p e r ia l is ts  and th e i r  lackeys 
are increasing. O ne  such e xa m p le  is 
t r y in g  to  p i t  “ w o rk e rs  against 
w o rk e rs ”  th e re b y  a b o l ish in g  th e  class 
s truggle  and d r iv in g  th e  w o rk e rs  t o  
f ig h t  th e i r  o w n  b ro th e rs ,  ins t iga ted  
th ro u g h  a so ca lled  p ro b le m  e con 
o m ic  in n a tu re  ( the  fo re igne rs  
ta k in g  a w a y  th e  na t ive  w o r k e r s ’ jobs )  
w h e n  in re a l i ty  th e  p ro b le m  is a 
na t io na l one, the  p ro b le m  o f  th e  
N o r th  A m e r ic a n  d o m in a t io n  (Y a n 
kee im p e r ia l is m )  over the  P uerto *R ic -  
ans, th e  log ica l cause o f  th e  p ro b le m .

O u r  M a n o lo  Tavarez Jus to  
F ig h t in g  C o m m it te e s  are send ing  a 

w a rn in g  t o  th e  w o rk in g  class and the  
peop le  in general, n o t  to  be fo o le d  
by  im p e r ia l is t  p ropaganda , fo r  
w he n  a fo re ig n e r  becomes in teg ra ted  
w i t h  the  w o r k  o f  a d e te rm in e d  
c o u n t r y  he im m e d ia te ly  passes on  t o  
fo rm  p a r t  o f  the  w o rk in g  masses o f  
th a t  c o u n t r y  and is e q u a l ly  e x p lo i te d  
b y  th e  boss and su ffe rs  th e  same o r 
even worse  m ise ry  and opp ress ion  as 
th e  rest o f  th e  w o rke rs .

We shou ld  be c lear t h a t  th e  
w o rk in g  class, the  laborers  in general, 
irregardless o f  o u r  o r ig in ,  have a 
c o m m o n  e ne m y , c a p ita l ism  and 
im per ia l ism .

T h e re fo re ,  o u r  s trugg le  m u s t  be 
focused  to w a rd s  th e  d e s t ru c t io n  o f  
th a t  c o m m o n  e ne m y , im p e r ia l ism . 
A n d  we m us t  ta ke  an ac t ive  and m i l i 
ta n t  pa r t  in th a t  s truggle .

We w a n t  t o  co n c lu d e  b y  m a k in g  a 
call to  all im m ig ra n ts  res id ing  in 
P uerto  R ico -- in  p a r t ic u la r  the  D o m i-  
n icans-- to  jo in  ranks  w i t h  th e  revo 
lu t io n a ry  P u e r to r r ica n  o rg an iza t ion s ,  
f ig h t in g  f o r  the  c rea t ion  o f  a F ro n t  
A ga in s t  Repression, p roposed  by  th e  
P u e r to r r ica n  M a rx is t -L e n in is ts ,  i r re 
gardless o f  th e i r  s ta tus ( lega l ly  d o c u 
m en ted  o r u n d o c u m e n te d . )

A t  th e  same t im e  we m us t  n o i  
neg lect th e  struggle , b u t  m u s t  give 
th e  f i rm e s t  s u p p o r t  to  th e  N a t io n a l  
D e m o c ra t ic  R e v o lu t io n  w hose  fo re 
run ne r  was th e  G enera l M a n o lo  

Tavarez Jus to .

Puerto Rican and Dominican 
Workers, We are Brothers!

Our Common Enemy Is Yankee 
Imperialism

San Juan, Puerto Rico, 1975

Manolo Tavarez Justo Fighting 
Committees



STRUGGLE A T JEFFERSON INTENSIFIES
The  recen t e le c t ion  at th e  J e f fe r 

son A sse m b ly  P lant in D e t ro i t ,  at a 
t im e  w he n  2 / 3 ’s o f  th e  a u to  w o rk e rs  

the re  were  la id o f f ,  resu lted  in th e  in 
c u m b e n ts  re ta in in g  th e i r  p o s i t io n s  in 
U A W  Loca l 7. B u t  the  vo te  was close 
enough  to  w a r ra n t  a ru n -o f f .  The  
m i l i t a n t  o p p o s i t io n  slates had hoped  
to  unseat the  u n io n  m is leaders w h o  
had done  n o th in g  in the  last six 
m o n th s  t o  o rgan ize  th e  w o rk e rs  to  
keep the  p la n t  f r o m  c los ing  la ter th is  
year, and w h o  have fo u g h t  rank  and 
f i le  e f fo r ts  to  b u i ld  an U n e m p lo y 
m e n t  C o m m it te e .  S ince N o ve m b e r ,  
5 ,0 0 0  w o rk e rs  have been la id -o f f  — 
w h ic h  m akes Je f fe rso n  th e  hardest 
h i t  a u to  p la n t  in th e  c o u n t ry .

A l l  o f  th is  comes at a t im e  w hen  
F o r tu n e  Magazine has p re d ic te d  th a t  
u n e m p lo y m e n t  w i l l  rem a in  a ro un d  
8% at least u n t i l  1 98 0 !  “ For e x a m 
ple, M ichae l Evans, p res iden t o f  
Chase E co n o m e tr ic s ,  sketches th e  
f o l lo w in g  scenario : Aggressive m o n e 
ta ry  and fiscal po l ic ies  succeed in 
reduc ing  u n e m p lo y m e n t  t o  a ro u n d  
7% in 1 97 7 ;  a t th a t  p o in t ,  how ever,  
in f la t io n a r y  pressures co m e  roa r ing  
back and the  Fed reacts w i t h  a t ig h t -  
m o n e y  p o l ic y  th a t  p roduces  a second 
recession in less th a n  3 years. U n e m 
p lo y m e n t  th en  rises to  8 .2%  by  1979  
and rem ains above 6% in to  the  
1 9 8 0 ’s. Evans is by  no means the  o n 
ly  business ana lys t t o  p re d ic t  the  
n e x t  recession be fo re  th e  c u r re n t  one 
has f u l l y  run  its course. A m o n g  bus i
ness analysts, some such fo recas t has 
becom e a lm os t  c o n v e n t io n a l  w is 
d o m . ”  (Fortune , June , 1975, p. 86)

A l th o u g h  some J e f fe rso n  w o rk e rs  
have been reca lled to  o th e r  C h rys le r  
p lan ts , th e y  and o th e r  w o rk e rs  w i l l  
soon be la id o f f  again. T h is ,  p lus the  
d o s in g  o f  Je ffe rson  la te r  th is  year 
w i l l  t h r o w  th ou san ds  o f -w o rk e rs  o n 
to  th e  streets. M a n y  o f  these la y -o f fs  
w i l l  be p e rm a n e n t ,  f o r  d u r in g  each 
crisis since W o r ld  War II an increas
ing percentage o f  w o rk e rs  has re
m a ined  p e rm a n e n t ly  u n e m p lo y e d .

T he  cap ita l is ts  can no  longe r c o n 
t r o l  the  e c o n o m y ,  n o r  can th e y  p ro 
v ide  jo b s  at all f o r  increasing n u m 
bers o f  w o rk e rs .  “ We are in fo r  a p ro 
longed seige o f  h igh u n e m p lo y m e n t  
rates, and the re  does n o t  seem to  be 
a n y th in g  anyo ne  can do  to  a lte r the  
fu n d a m e n ta l  s i t u a t io n . ”  (Fortune,  
June, 1975, p. 186)

As a resu lt  o f  th is  severe e c o n o m ic  
cris is, fascist a t tacks , b o th  p o l i t ic a l  
and e c o n o m ic ,  have escalated. One 
such legal a t ta c k  is M ich igan  S ta te  
S ta tu te  4 8 4 3  w h ic h  a t te m p ts  t o  f u r 
th e r  s h i f t  th e  b u rde n  o f  the  cris is on 
to  th e  backs o f  b o th  e m p lo y e d  and 
u n e m p lo y e d  w o rk e rs .  T h is  law, 
w h ic h  was p u b l ic iz e d  as g ra n t in g  $ 30  
m ore  per w e e k  to  all u n e m p lo y e d  
w o rke rs ,  in re a l i ty  a c tu a l ly  grants  
th is  to ta l  a m o u n t  to  fe w  w o rke rs .  
H ow ever ,  a less p u b l ic iz e d ,  v ic ious  
section  o f  th e  s ta tue  states th a t  w o r 
kers w h o  are f i re d  fo r  ce r ta in  typ es  
o f  m is c o n d u c t  w i l l  receive no u n e m 
p lo y m e n t  co m p e n s a t io n  n o r  w o u ld  
w o rk e rs  w h o  v o lu n t a r i l y  q u i t  (even i f  
o n ly  to  lo o k  fo r  a b e t te r  jo b ) .  The  
f i r in g  o f  w o rk e rs  w i t h o u t  co m p en sa 
t io n  is a w a rn in g  t o  th e  m i l i t a n t  
f ig h te rs  f o r  th e  W o rk in g  class th a t  
n o t  o n ly  can th e y  be f i r e d  “ fo r  
cause” , bu t  in so d o in g ,  th e  c a p i ta l 

ists save them se lves m i l l io n s  th a t  
th e y  w o n ' t  have to  pay in to  the  u n 
e m p lo y m e n t  insurance fu n d .

The  a u to  in d u s t ry ,  cente red  in D e 
t r o i t ,  is a key  sector o f  th e  U S N A  ec
o n o m y ,  w h ic h  in f luences  all the  a r
eas o f  in d u s t r ia l  p ro d u c t io n .  As s ta t 
ed in Fortune, “ a n o th e r  negative in 
f luence  on th e  e m p lo y m e n t  o u t lo o k  
is th e  sta te  o f  the  a u to  in d u s t ry .  
Even w i t h  some recent recalls, e m 
p lo y m e n t  o f  p ro d u c t io n - l in e  w o rk e rs  

is o f f  by  m o re ,  th a n  30%  f ro m  its 
S e p tem be r,  1973  peak...and  n o t  even 
d u t i f u l l y  o p t im is t ic  a u to  execu tives

e x p e c t  a re tu rn  t o  th a t  level o f  e m 
p lo y m e n t  fo r  th e  fo reseeab le  fu tu re .  
S ince tw o  job s  are c rea ted  in su pp l ie r  
in d u s t r ie s  fo r  every  jo b  opened  at an 
a u to  p la n t ,  a lag in the  a u to  in d u s t ry  
w i l l  l im i t  the  pace o f  e m p lo y m e n t  in 
the  m a n u fa c tu r in g  sec to r  as a 
w h o le . ”  (F o r tu n e ,  June, 1975, p. 87)

B o th  the  c o rp o ra t io n s  and un ions  
are researching the  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  c o n 

ve rs ion , i.e. e m p lo y m e n t  by  c o n v e r t 
ing car fa c to r ies  in to  w a r  in d u s t ry  
p lants. The  w o r k in g  class m us t  o p 
pose such false so lu t io n s .  We m us t

W ith  the  th re a t  o f  a s t r ike  in so u th  
cen tra l M ississippi and eastern A la 
bama, the  G u l fc o a s t  P u lp w o o d  Asso 
c ia t io n  (G P A ) w o n  its f i r s t  v ic to r y  
since the  re tu rn  o f  Fred W a lte rs  as 
p res iden t on M ay  10, 1975. The  v ic 
t o r y  was an agreem ent f r o m  f ive  
w o o d  dealers in M ississippi and A la 
bama fo r  a $ 2 .0 0  raise f o r  a load o f  
p ine  p u lp w o o d .  T he  v ic to r y  a f fec ts  
w o o d c u t te rs  in th re e  M ississippi c o 

un t ies  (F o r re s t ,  Jones and Perry) and 
one A la ba m a  c o u n ty  (W ash ing to n ) .  
These c o un t ies  are in th e  hea rt o f  the  
N egro  N a t io n 's  so-called “ w o o d  
c o u n t r y . ”

The  e le c t ion  o f  W a lte rs , an A n g lo -  
A m e r ic a n  f r o m  near L au re l,  Mississ
ip p i ,  as p res iden t and H e rb e r t  Jones, 
a N egro  f r o m  Y o r k ,  A la ba m a , as v ice 
p res iden t signals th e  reemergence o f  

th e  G P A  as a lead ing  fo rc e  in th e  
U n i te d  F ro n t  A g a in s t  Fascism in th e  
N egro  N a t io n .  T h e i r  e le c t io n  was the  
resu lt  o f  the  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  th e  G P A  
w re s t ing  c o n t ro l  back f r o m  th e  p o l i 
t ica l  o p p o r tu n is ts  and bureaucra ts  
w h o  had ta k e n  over in O c to b e r ,  
1973.

D u r in g  th e  late I9 6 0 ’s, a long  w i t h  
th e  m o v e m e n t  o f  o th e r  w o rk e rs  in 
th e  so u th ,  w o o d c u t te rs  began to  o r 
ganize. The  G P A  was a p ro d u c t  o f  
th is  o rg a n iz a t io n .  U p  u n t i l  th e  late 
I 9 6 0 ’s, th e  dealers w o u ld  n o t  sell 
t r u c k s  and o th e r  e q u ip m e n t  t o  

Negroes. H ow e ve r ,  th is  p o l ic y  
changed as A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  w o o d 
c u t te rs  became m o re  m i l i t a n t .  The  
N egro  w o o d c u t te rs  refused t o  scab 
and jo in e d  th e  G P A  f ro m  th e  t im e  o f  
its in c e p t io n .  T he  G P A , since its be
g in n in g ,  has been co m p ose d  o f  b o th  
N egro  and A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  w o rk e rs  
and has been c o m m it te d  t o  a m u l t i 
n a t io n a l s truggle .

The  G P A ’s f i r s t  p res iden t was 
James S im m o n s ,  f r o m  Fores t Hom es, 
A la ba m a . T he  g ro w th  o f  th e  G P A  
rea l ly  began to  in te n s i f y  w i t h  its f i r s t  
s t r ik e  in th e  fa l l  o f  1971. T h is  s t r ike  
lasted th re e  and a h a lf  m o n th s  and 
was a im ed at p re ven t ing  th e  w o o d  
dealers and w o o d  com pan ies  f r o m  re
d uc ing  the  p r ice  o f  a load o f  w o o d  
sold  by  w o o d c u t te rs .

D u r in g  th e  f i r s t  s t r ik e  o f  1971, a 
sp l i t  deve loped  in th e  G P A  and as a 
consequence, James S im m o n s  was 
fo rce d  t o  resign as p res iden t.  Fred 
W a lte rs  became th e  new  p res iden t in 
e a r ly  1972. S ince  th is  t im e ,  the  
G P A 's  o f f ic e rs  and e xe cu t ive  board  
have been co m p ose d  o f  A n g lo -A m e r 
ican and N egro  m em bers . A n o th e r  
im p o r ta n t  fa c t  regard ing  the  G P A  is 
th a t  w ives o f  w o o d c u t te rs  are a u to 
m a t ic a l ly  fu l l  m em bers  w i t h  equal 
v o t in g  r igh ts . T h e y  have also served 
as o f f ic e rs .  In la te  1972, th e  G P A  
estab lished th e  W o o d c u t te rs  M u tu a l  
Assis tance C oo pe ra t ive ,  designed to  
sell parts  to  w o o d c u t te rs  at a m o re  
reasonable  p r ice  th a n  th e  usurous  
dealers. T h is  was an im p o r ta n t  de 
v e lo p m e n t  f o r  w o o d c u t te rs  in the  
N egro  N a t io n .  F ro m  late 1972 u n t i l  
O c to b e r ,  1973, th e  G P A  rec ru i te d  
m em bers  f r o m  th r o u g h o u t  Mississi
pp i,  A labam a  and F lo r id a  and set up

d em and  th a t  th e  p lan ts  s tay open 
and th a t  all job s  be p ro d u c t iv e  and at 
th e  expense o f  th e  w a r  in d u s t ry !  
Yes, we w a n t  job s ,  b u t  job s  w i th  
peace, f o r  w a r  u l t im a t e ly  w o u ld  
mean the  m u rd e r  and devas ta t ion  o f  
fe l lo w  w o rk e rs  w o r ld -w id e .

Because o f  the  class c o l la b o ra t io n  
o f  th e  Loca l 7 leaders, the  rank  and 
f i le  w o rk e rs  have been unab le  to  get 
a fu n c t io n in g  U n e m p lo y e d  C o m m i t 
tee. T h e re fo re ,  a n y  a c t io n  ta ken  by  
th e  w o rk e rs  m us t be based on th e  o r 
gan iza t ion  o f  th e  u n e m p lo y e d  Je f fe r -

GPA
locals in each o f  these states.

T he n , in the  fa l l  o f  1973 , th e  G P A  
again w e n t  on s tr ike .  Th is  t im e  the  
o rg a n iz a t io n  was seeking re c o g n it io n  
f r o m  th e  dealers. H ow e ve r ,  once 
again a s p l i t  deve loped  in th e  G P A . 
W a lte rs  resigned and D e lb e r t  C arney, 
an A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  f r o m  C h a to m , 
A la b a m a , Ddcame th e  new  p res iden t.  
The  n a t io n a l o f f ic e  o f  th e  G P A  was 
m oved  f r o m  E astabuch ie , M iss iss ipp i, 
to  C ha to m , A la b a m a . The  s tr ike  
d w in d le d  and re c o g n it io n  agreements 
were n o t  o b ta in e d  w i t h  any  dealers. 
D u r in g  th e  n e x t  e ighteen m o n th s  
C arney  p roved  h im s e l f  t o  be a p o l i t i 
cal o p p o r tu n is t  and bu rea uc ra t .  
M e m b e rsh ip  and the  a c t i v i t y  o f  
locals began to  fade. T he  G P A ’s goals 
and purposes became u n ce r ta in .  The  
v ice -p res iden t,  Reverend C. L . K im 

b ro ug h , a N egro  f r o m  M o b i le ,  
A la ba m a , p roved  h im s e l f  t o  be a 
c o m p ra d o r  and c le a r ly  exposed  h im 

self  w he n  he dec lared , s h o r t ly  be fo re  
his ous te r  f r o m  o f f ic e ,  th a t  o n ly  a 
“ f o o l ”  w o u ld  w o r k  as a w o o d c u t te r .

O n  M a y  10, 1975, W a lte rs  and 
Jones w ere  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  e lected  

p res iden t and v ice -p res iden t o f  the  
G P A. The  o f f ic e  is once  again in 
E astabuch ie , M iss iss ipp i,  and the  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a u n i te d  s trugg le  is 
again clear. The  Eastabuch ie  o f f ic e  is 
being renova ted  by  th e  w o o d c u t te rs  
them selves, every  e f f o r t  is being 
made to  rev ive loca l chap te rs  
t h r o u g h o u t  M ississippi and A labam a , 
the  G P A  is s u p p o r t in g  o th e r  w o rk e rs ’ 
struggles in th e  N egro  N a t io n ,  and 
the  rece n t  $2  raise ind ica tes  the  
g ro w in g  s treng th  o f  th e  G P A  in its 
s truggle  against th e  w o o d  dealers and 
th e  g ian t paper com pan ies .

La Clinica El Centro  para la Salud 
del Pueblo don Pedro A lb izu  Campos  
free clinic is a medical center which  
for some tim e has served the mainly  
Puerto Rican c o m m u n ity  on the near 
Northside o f  Chicago. The people  
who run the clinic are involved in 
other activities helpful to  the w o rk 
ing class o f the area, such as the G E D  
(high school equivalency) program of  
the Escuela Ruiz Belvis, directed to 
ward high school dropouts.

Saturday, May 31 , the Clinic held 
a benefit to  enable it to  continue its 
w ork  in the com m u nity . The  pro
gram included the classic f i lm  Salt o f  
the Earth, about a strike of Mexican  
national m in o r i ty  copper miners in 
N ew  M exico  in the early- 19 5 0 ’s; a 
presentation by the Chicano theatre  
group La Trucha; and revolutionary  
songs from  throughout Latin A m e r 
ica sung by El G rupo Latino , a 
Puerto Rican group connected w ith  
the Clinic. The benefit was well-at
tended and successful.

The following night, Sunday, the  
Ruiz Belvis school was broken into  
and robbed of tw o  projectors and 
the print o f  the f i lm  Salt o f  the 
Earth which had been shown at the

son w o rk e rs  as w e ll  as those  s t i l l  e m 
p lo y e d ,  and th e  e n t i re  east side c o m 
m u n i t y  w h ic h  th is  p la n t  c los ing  
w o u ld  so v i t a l l y  a f fe c t .

The  necessity  o f  o rg an iz in g  th e  
w o rk e rs  to  keep the  p la n t  open  is u r 
gent and im m e d ia te .  The  m o t io n  o f  
the  c o rp o ra t io n  and u n io n  leaders is 
to  keep th e i r  p lans to  close the  p la n t  
secret. F o r  th a t  reason we m us t s ta rt  
canvassing, d o o r  t o  d o o r ,  th ro u g h o u t  
th e  c i t y  t o  o rgan ize  and m o b i l iz e  the  
w o r k in g  class to  use every  means 
possib le  to  keep Je f fe rso n  open, even 
i f  we m us t  seize the  p la n t  and run  i t  
ourselves!

Keep Jefferson Open!

Jobs with  Peace!

F o r  b ackg ro u n d  o f  the  s trugg le  at 
Je ffe rson  A sse m b ly ,  see People’s T r i 
bune, V o l .  1, N o . 4.
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benefit. N oth ing  else was taken. The  
message was clear: D o n ’t give any  
more benefits. D o n 't  teach revolu
tion to  the w orking class o f Chicago. 
D o n ’t unite the Puerto Rican and 
Mexican national minorities to  fight  
against U S N A  imperialism.

As of this date the thieves have 
not been found . But one thing is 
clear: the robbery  is a political act, 
not simply a coincidence. The  C lin 
ic is not the on ly  progressive group
ing being attacked. A  few days later 
the Puerto Rican high school was al
so robbed of fi lm  equipm ent. The  
police, K K K ,  Nazis and Cuban “ gusa- 
nos” are being mobilized everywhere  
by their imperialist masters to  crush 
the  growing m ovem ent o f  the w o rk 
ing class against high prices and for  
jobs w ith  peace.

We not only sympathize w ith  the  
workers o f the A lb izu  Campos clinic  
and the c o m m u n ity  they  help, but  
will stand w ith  them  to  build a u n it 
ed front  against fascism, a coalition  
of dem ocratic  groupings and indivi
duals dedicated to  stopping the daily  
escalating attacks on our living stan
dards and lives.

VICTORY FOR

CLINIC ATTACKED



A PPE A L REJECTED
W o rke rs  across th e  c o u n try  have 

becom e v e ry  m uch  aw are o f  th e  ris ing  
fasc is t gangs and thugs . T he  K u  K lu x  
K lan  and N azi P a rty  are g ro w in g  and 
spread ing  th e ir  v ile  a n ti-c o m m u n is t,  
a n ti- la b o r , w h ite  c h a u v in is t p ro p a 
ganda fro m  coast to  coas t. We have 
c ite d  in th e  P eop le ’s T r ib u n e  in th e  
past m o n th  th e  va rio u s  exam p les  o f 
the  v ic iousness o f these g roups and 
also th e  f ig h tb a c k  o f  the  w o rk e rs  to  
th is  fasc is t o ffe n s ive .

O n June  22 , 1975 a s u b -c o m m itte e  
o f th e  C h icago  U n e m p lo y e d  W orke rs  
C o u n c il, ca lled  th e  C o m m itte e  to  S to p  
th e  K la n , was fo rm e d  in response to  
an a n n o u n c e m e n t th a t  th e  K la n  and 
Nazi P a rty  w o u ld  m a rch  and ra lly  
aga inst th e  C o m m u n is t P a rty  U S A  in 
f r o n t  o f  th e  In te rn a tio n a l A m p h ith e 
a te r in C h icago . This c o m m itte e  be
gan p re p a ra tio n s  to  u n ite  w ith  a ll f o r 
ces w h o  w ere  w il l in g  to  f ig h t  th e  K lan  
and s to p  th e m  dead in th e ir  tra cks . 
M em bers o f  th e  C o m m u n is t L a b o r 
P a rty  p a rtic ip a te d  in th is  c o a lit io n  and 
one o f  th e ir  steps was to  appeal to  th e  
C P U S A , w h ic h  was h o ld in g  its  21st 

N a tio n a l C o n v e n tio n , fo r  h e lp  and 
p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th is  c o m m itte e . H o w 
ever, th e  response o f  th is  c o n v e n tio n , 
w h e re  th e  lead ing  m em bers  o f  th e  
C P U S A  ga the red  was th a t  th e y  n o t 
o n ly  tu rn e d  us d o w n , b u t ch id e d  and 
laughed a t us. M em bers o f  th e  C LP  
le a fle te d  th e  CP c o n v e n tio n  on  F r id a y  
June  27 and th is  was th e  response o f 
these “ c o m m u n is ts :”  “ I t 's  peop le  lik e  
y o u  w h o  get th e  K la n  g o in g !”  “ W e ’re 
to o  busy to  f ig h t  th e  K la n ! "  and la s tly  
th e  classic so c ia l-d e m o c ra tic  response, 
“ T he  p o lic e  w il l  p ro te c t us f ro m  th e  
K la n ! ”

T h is  d isgus ting  show  o f  re c o n c ilia 
t io n  w ith  th e  enem y m u s t be exposed  
and n o t to le ra te d ! T he  C LP  notes 
w ith  sadness th a t  th e  s itu a tio n  in  th is  
c o u n try  am ong th e  “ le f t ”  is d e c re p it 
and degenera te . T he  “ le f t ”  in  th is  
c o u n try  cap f in d  n o th in g  b e tte r  to  do  
th a n  f ig h t  am ongst them se lves as to  
w h o  is th e  real c o m m u n is t.  W h ile  the  
fascists m o u n t a co n ce rte d  d r iv e  aga
ins t o u r w o rk in g  class, th e  C P U S A  and 
all its  p im p s  are to o  busy to  f ig h t  th e  
K la n . O r else, th e y  p u t th e ir  fa ith  in 
th e  p o lic e  to  p ro te c t th e m
fro m  th e  fascists. A n  e xa m p le  o f  th e  
“ re v o lu t io n a ry  c h a ra c te r”  o f  th e  O c
to b e r  League was th a t  d u r in g  th e  CP ’ s 
B ic e n te n n ia l m e e tin g , th e  O .L . de 
m o n s tra te d  r ig h t longs ide  o f  th e  Nazis 
aga inst th e  C o m m u n is t P a rty . These 
so-ca lled re v o lu tio n a r ie s  re fused  to  
s trugg le  aga inst th e  fascis ts  and indeed 
p a rtic ip a te d  w ith  th e m . As th e  hones t 
c o m m u n is ts  and o th e r  w o rk e rs  de 
m o n s tra te d  aga inst th e  K la n , th e  
m em bers o f  th e  C P U S A  sat and c lap  
ped th e ir  hands to  ro c k  m usic .

T h e  C LP  rem em bers  th e  tra g ic  les
son o f h is to ry .  We re m e m b e r A p r i l ,  
1932 w h e n  th e  C o m m u n is ts  in  G e r
m any  appea led  to  th e  S oc ia l D e m o c ra 
t ic  P a rty  fo r  a u n ite d  f r o n t  aga inst the  
H it le r ite  fascists. We also rem em ber 
th a t  th e  appeal was re jec ted . We re m 
em ber J u ly ,  1932, w h e n  a second 
appeal was m ade b y  th e  c o m m u n is ts  
and also re jec ted . T hen  th e re  was Jan 
u a ry , 1933 and f in a l ly  a fte r  th e  b u rn 
ing o f  th e  R e ichstag  and th e  un leash 
ing  o f  N azi te r ro r  aga inst th e  w o rk e rs , 
th e  c o m m u n is ts  m ade a fo u r th  and 
f in a l appeal. T h is  appeal w e n t unans

w ered , H it le r  had been in s ta lle d . 
T h e  Fascists w ere  c o n s o lid a te d .

T he  C LP  m us t ta k e  n o te  o f  th e  s i
tu a t io n  th a t to o k  p lace last w ee ke n d : 
th e  s im ila r it ie s  be tw een  th e  tw o  are 
s t r ik in g .  We re fuse to  accep t th e  passi
v i t y  o f th e  C P U S A  leade rsh ip , as the  
strugg le  o f  th e  fascis ts  d a ily  c o n s o li
dates. We appeal again, as we d id  Ias1 
w eek to  th e  hones t m em bers  o f  the  
C P U S A  and e n tire  rad ica l m o ve m e n t 
to  jo in  us in  th e  s trugg le  against fas
cism. We can also n o te  th a t  a fe w  
peop le  fro m  th e  CP crossed th e  s tree ts  
to  jo in  us. A n d  m ore  s ig n if ic a n t ly  40- 
50  m a in ly  A n g lo -A m e ric a n  w o rk e rs  
a longs ide  th e  m arch  jo in e d  in th e  de
m o n s tra t io n .

We dem and , as a ll c o m m u n is ts

m u s t, th a t  th e  C P U S A  ta ke  a p o s it io n  
against th e  ris in g  fasc is t o ffe n s iv e  and 
th a t  th e y  com e to  th e  a id o f  th e  w o rk 
ing class, b y  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th e  de ve l
o p in g  u n ite d  f r o n t  o f  th e  w o rk in g  
class against fasc ism .

In a n o th e r e f fo r t  to  appeal to  the  
C P U S A  we are re p r in t in g  th e  le tte r  
th a t o u r G enera l S ecre ta ry , a o n e -tim e  
m e m b e r o f  th e  CP, w ro te  to  th e  
C P U S A  to  ask fo r  th e ir  s u p p o rt and 
p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th is  im p o r ta n t  and de
c is ive  s trugg le . W e hope  th a t  all c o m 
m u n is ts  and progressive w o rk e rs  w il l  
jo in  us in th is  s trugg le  to  s to p  fascism . 
I t  can be done  and o n ly  th e  w o rk e rs  
can d o  it .

APPEAL TO CPUSA 

PARTY CONVENTION

C om rades,

S unday  at 1:0 0  th e  K u  K lu x  K la n  
a long  w ith  a g ro u p in g  o f  fasc is t gangs 
are p la n n in g  an “ a n t i-C o m m u n is t”  
d e m o n s tra t io n  a t th e  In te rn a tio n a l 
A m p h ith e a te r .

T h is  is no  id e o lo g ica l d e m o n s tra 
t io n .  T h is  is a te s t—to  ra lly  in th e  
hea rt o f  th e  N egro  w o rk in g  class 
c o m m u n ity  u n d e r th e  guise o f  a n t i
c o m m u n ism . Its  real pu rpose  is to  
te r ro r iz e  th is  c o m m u n ity  and fu r th e r  
d iso rgan ize  th e  progressive m ove 
m e n t in th is  c ity .

T h is  d e m o n s tra tio n  m u s t n o t ta ke  
p lace. T h e  N egro  p eop les ’ m o ve m e n t 
and th e  w o rk in g  class w il l  never f o r 
g ive re v o lu tio n a r ie s  w h o  s it id ly  b y  
w h ile  th e  s tree ts  are tu rn e d  ove r to  
gangsters and thugs .

We m u s t n o t a llo w  these lyn ch e rs  
to  ga the r here. The  h is to ry  o f  th e  
h e ro ic  p a r ty  o f  G e rm a n y  proves th a t 
unless th e  fascis ts  are m e t a t eve ry  
tu rn  and are g iven b lo w  fo r  b lo w  it 
is im po ss ib le  to  ra lly  and educa te  th e  
masses.

T h e  C o m m u n is t P a rty  has a sp len 
d id  h is to ry  o f  s trugg le . O u r class and 
c o u n try  c o u ld  n o t have m oved  f o r 
w a rd  d u r in g  th e  2 0 ’s, 3 0 ’s and 4 0 ’s 
w ere it  n o t fo r  th e  s p ir it  o f  s trugg le  
and se lf-sa c rifice  d isp la ye d  b y  th e  
C o m m u n is ts . We all share in  and are 
p ro u d  o f  th a t  t ra d it io n .

We are fa s t a p p ro a ch in g  a new  
tu rn  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  o u r c o u n try .  
T h e  p o lit ic a l and e c o n o m ic  in s ta b i
l i t y  has crea ted  a g ro w in g  w a r danger 
and s h a rp ly  posed th e  q u e s tio n  o f  
fascism .

T he  N egro  res iden ts  o f  th is  area, 
m il i ta n t  w o rk e rs  a round  th e  c ity ,  a 
f r o n t  o f  m il i ta n t  o rg a n iz a tio n s  have 
u n ite d  to  p re ve n t th e  K la n  fro m  te r 
ro r iz in g  th is  area. We ca ll up o n  th is  
c o n v e n tio n  and th e  com rades to  jo in  
us in  a s trugg le  th a t  m ay v e ry  w e ll 
crush th is  fasc is t gang in C hicago.

In s trugg le  
C o m ra d e ly  Y o u rs ,
Nels Peery 
G enera l S ecre ta ry  

C o m m u n is t L a b o r P a rty

For more information about the 
Communist Labor Party USNA or 
about the People’s Tribune write:

P.O. Box 170 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217

P.O. Box 24241 
Bayview Station 
San Francisco, California

P.O. Box. 3774 
Chicago, 111. 60654

P.O. Box 72306
Watts Station
Los Angeles, California

STRUGGLE IN HARLAN
In  H a rla n  C o u n ty ,  K e n tu c k y , th e  

Ku K lu x  K la n  is on  th e  rise again. 
In c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  coa l o p e r
a to rs , th e y  are a tte m p tin g  to  h a lt 
th e  ris ing  class consciousness o f  the  
coal m in e rs  o f  A p p a la ch ia  and to  
ta ke  aw ay th e  fe w  gains th e  m ine rs  
have m ade—u n io n  c o n tra c ts  and b e t
te r  liv in g  c o n d it io n s . T h e y  a tte m p t 
to  d o  th is  th ro u g h  te r ro r  and by 
a rous ing  in th e  m o s t b a ckw a rd  e le
m en ts  h a tre d , w h ite  ch a u v in ism  and 
a n ti-c o m m u n is m .

In F e b ru a ry , 1975, th e  H arlan  
D a ily  E n te rp rise , (a lo ca l c o u n ty  
paper) p u b lish e d  an a d ve rtise m e n t 
fo r  th e  K K K ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  an add 
ress fo r  m o re  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t 
th e m . T h re e  m o n th s  la te r, w o rk e rs  
in th e  C lo v e r fo rk  area began rece iv 
ing th re a te n in g  le tte rs  f ro m  th e  
K la n . These le tte rs  w a rned  against 
m ix e d  d a tin g . F o r e xa m p le , one  I 
le tte r  said "W e  hear y o u  have been 
d a tin g  th a t  n igger g ir l,  n o t pay ing  
y o u r  s to re  b ills  and n o t fe e d in g  y o u r  
fa m ily .  Y o u  k n o w  we are against 
such th in g s  and y o u  have been m is 
led, and w il l  c o r re c t these th in g s  real 
s o o n .”

T h is  le t te r  was fo llo w e d  a w eek  
la te r b y  a tru m p e d -u p  a rres t o f  th e  
m an w h o  had rece ived th e  le tte r . 
T he  m an was beaten and ja ile d . O ne 
loca l law  e n fo rc e m e n t o f f ic ia l and 
th re e  S ta te  P o licem en  to o k  p a rt in 
th e  b ea ting . S h o r t ly  a fte r  th is  in c i
d e n t a cross was b u rn e d  a t th e  hom e 
o f  a n o th e r fa m ily  w h o  had also rece
ived a le t te r  f ro m  th e  K la n . T h is  
le t te r  w a rned  th a t  th e  w o m a n  “ S to p  
d a tin g  th a t  n ig g e r”  and th a t  “ Y o u  
have one baby  b y  th is  n igger and are 
w o rk in g  on  a n o th e r .”  O th e r le tte rs  
w a rned  aga inst " lo o s e  m o ra ls ”  and 
“ d o p e  p u s h in g .”

I t  is no  m is ta ke  th a t  th e  K la n  has 
appeared n o w ! A n d  i t  is no  m is take  
th a t  th e y  began f ir s t  in th e  C love r- 
fo r k  area o f  H a rlan  C o u n ty  o r  th a t 
th e y  are sp read ing  to  th e  c o a l
fie ld s . T h e  C lo v e r fo rk  area has h is
to r ic a l ly  been a m o re  m i l i ta n t  sec
t io n  o f  th e  c o u n ty .  E varts , 
fo r  e xa m p le  was th e  s ite  o f  th e  
fa m o u s  “ B a ttle  o f  E v a rts ”  in  th e  3 0 ’s 
w h e re  m ine rs  fo u g h t and d ied  fo r  
b e tte r  wages, b e tte r  liv in g  c o n d it io n s  
and u n io n s . In B ro o k s id e , K y ., 
(also in C lo v e r fo rk )  less th a n  a year 
ago, m in e rs  w e n t on  s tr ik e  fo r  u n io n  
re c o g n it io n  and b e tte r  liv in g  c o n d i
t io n s . T he  s tr ik e  lasted 13 m o n th s  
and in tense  s trugg le  deve loped . 
M ine rs  fo u g h t aga inst coal o p e ra to r  
c o n tro lle d  c o u rts , p o lit ic ia n s , s ta te  
p o lice , gun thugs  and scabs, and th e y  
even faced  c o m p a n y  m a ch ine  guns 
on th e ir  p ic k e t lines. T h is  s tr ik e  
c u lm in a te d  w h e n  a p ro -u n io n  coal 
m in e r was sho t to  dea th  b y  a h ire d  
c o m p a n y  gun th u g . F earing  an o u t 
b reak  o f  re ta lia t io n  b y  th e  m ine rs , 
th e  u n io n  leade rsh ip  and th e  coal 
o p e ra to rs  h u r r ie d ly  signed a u n io n  
c o n tra c t.

T h is  new  c o n tra c t th a t  was nego
tia te d  n o t o n ly  in  B ro o ks id e , b u t in 
th e  o th e r  coal m ines, d id  n o t m eet 
th e  needs o f  th e  coa l m in e rs . The 

new  leade rsh ip  o f  th e  m ine rs  ’ u n io n  
was exposed and th e  coa l m in e rs  re
acted b y  f i r s t ly  re je c tin g  th e  new  
c o n tra c t and in som e d is tr ic ts  b u rn 
ing th e  d ra fts  o f  th e  c o n tra c t a long 
w ith  p ic tu re s  o f  M ille r  and T ro b o - 
v ich , p res iden t and v ice -p re s id e n t o f 
th e  U n ite d  M in e  W o rke rs . T he  m in 
ers are be co m in g  aw are th a t  i f  th e y  
are to  m ake any  serious gains, th e y  
m us t re ly  on  them se lves.

As a re su lt o f  th is  r is ing  class c o n 
sciousness and m il i ta n c y  am ongst 
th e  coa l m in e rs , th e  bo u rg e o is ie  in 
H a rlan  and th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  
is s tepp ing  up  th e  fasc is t o ffe n s ive . 
T h ro u g h  th e  K K K  and o th e r  o rga 
n iz a tio n s  th e y  have begun th e ir  re ign 
o f  te r ro r .  In  W est V irg in ia  the  
n e w ly  fo rm e d  "P o p u lis t  F o ru m ”  has 
o rgan ized  them se lves to  f ig h t  th e  
m ove  to  a llo w  N egro  h is to ry  t e x t 
bo o ks  in  th e  K anaw ha  c o u n ty  schoo l 
system . In  Tennessee, th e  n e w ly  
fo rm e d  "Posse C o m ita tu s ”  o rgan ized  
to  p re ve n t th e  u n i ty  o f  A n g lo -

A m e ric a n  and N egro  w o rk e rs . A n d  
s t i l l  a n o th e r fasc is t o rg a n iz a tio n  in 
H a rlan  C o u n ty  is th e  K .I .N . (K eep  
In fo rm e d  N e ig h b o r), a g ro u p  o f  coal 
o p e ra to rs , w hose  tasks are to  " E x 
p la in  to  w o rk e rs  w h y  u n io n s  are n o t 
in th e ir  in te re s t.”

As in m a n y  pa rts  o f  th e  c o u n try ,  
H arlan  C o u n ty  has responded  to  th e  
g ro w in g  fasc is t o ffe n s ive . T he  w o r 
kers, th e  H arlan  L a b o r News (H L N )  
and th e  C o m m u n is ts  are a tte m p tin g  
to  b u ild  a p o p u la r  f r o n t  aga inst these 
fasc is t a tta cks  on  o u r  class. T he  w o r 
kers in  H a rla n , th ro u g h  th e  H L N , 
have in th e  past exposed th e  o p p o r 
tu n is m  o f  th e  m in e rs ’ u n io n  leade r
sh ip . T he  H L N  is b e co m in g  a p la t 
fo rm  fro m  w h ic h  th e  w o rk e rs  o f  
H a rla n  C o u n ty  can speak. The  paper 
has exposed th e  c o a l-o p e ra to r  c o n 
t ro l le d  c i t y  and c o u n ty  go ve rn m e n ts . 
A lth o u g h  th e  H a rlan  C o u n ty  c o u rts  
freed  B ill B ru n e r, th e  b ru ta l m u rd e 
re r o f  a s tr ik in g  coa l m in e r, th e  H L N  
was th e  lead ing  fo rc e  in th e  s trugg le  
fo r  his c o n v ic t io n . T he  H L N  has 
he lped to  o rgan ize  th e  G e o rg e to w n  
res iden ts  aga inst th e  p o lit ic ia n s ’ a t
te m p ts  to  d r iv e  o u t  th e  N egro  resi
d en ts  th e re . A n d  n o w , th e  H L N  is 
f ig h t in g  and e xp o s in g  th e  K la n . T he  
s ta f f  m em bers  o f  th e  H L N  spoke  to  
th e  H a rlan  M in is te r ia l A s s o c ia t io n ’s 
m o n th ly  m e e tin g , and asked th e m  to  
jo in  in  th e  f ig h t  aga inst th e  K lan . 
These m in is te rs  w e re  p resen ted  w ith  
c o n c re te  ev idence  o f  th e  K la n ’s p re 
sence in  H a rla n , b u t th e y  re fused  
in d iv id u a lly  and c o lle c t iv e ly  to  jo in  
in  th e  s trugg le  aga inst th e m . These 
su p p o rte rs  o f  fascism  have even gone 
so fa r  as to  d e fe n d  th e  K lan .

1 he progressive w o rk e rs  o f H a rlan  
C o u n ty  have never s u p p o rte d  th e  
K la n . H a rla n  has seen u n ity  be tw een  
N eg ro  and A n g lo -A m e ric a n  w o rk e rs  
fo r  decades, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  s tru g 
gle fo r  a u n io n . T h e y  w i l l  n o t pay 
th e ir  in i t ia t io n  fees and dues to  w r ite  
ha te  le tte rs  to  each o th e r  o r  b u rn  
crosses. T he  K la n  has fa ile d  to  arouse 
m uch  s u p p o r t in th e ir  d r iv e  to  " r id  
th e  c o u n try  o f  dope  and c o m m u n 
is m .”

Because o f  th e  ris in g  m il i ta n c y  o f  
th e  coal m in e rs , th e  coal o p e ra to rs  
rea lize  th a t  to  increase suppress ion  
o f  th e  w o rk e rs  th e y  m u s t f i r s t  re 
m ove  th e  obstac les in  th e ir  pa th . 
T h e y  m u s t d isa rm  th e  w o rk e rs  b y  
c rush ing  th e ir  leaders. T h e y  m u s t 
deal w ith  th e  c o m m u n is ts . T h u s  fa r  
th e  re d -b a it in g  o f  progressives has 
fa ile d . C oal o p e ra to rs  tr ie d  to  crush 
th e  “ M ine rs  fo r  D e m o c ra c y ”  ins ide  
th e  U M W A  w hen  th e  m ine rs  began 
to  k ic k  o u t th e  o ld  leade rsh ip . T h is  
m o ve m e n t was labe led  a " p lo t  to  de 
s tro y  th e  u n io n . ”  These ta c tic s  are 
n o t new ! In th e  3 0 ’s a tte m p ts  to  o r 
gan ize u n io n s  w ere  labe led  "C o m 
m u n is t p lo ts .”

B u t th e  w o rk e rs  are be g in n in g  to  
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  need fo r  p ro le ta r ia n  
leade rsh ip . C o m m u n is ts  and advanc
ed w o rk e rs  m u s t m o b iliz e  a ll w o rk e rs  
to  f ig h t  b ack  fascism . O u r e x p e rie n 
ces w ith  th e  areas’ m in is te rs , th e  sup
posed " le a d e rs  o f  b ro th e rh o o d ,”  
have ta u g h t us th a t  w e m u s t d ig  deep 
in to  th e  w o rk in g  class, b r in g in g  th e  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  w h ite  ch a u v in ism  
and th e  K K K  can o n ly  m ean m o re  
s u ffe r in g  fo r  th e  w o rk e rs . In  o rd e r to  
d e fe a t th e  fasc is ts  w e m u s t stand to 
g e th e r—A n g lo -A m e ric a n , N egro ,
M e x ica n , ail sec tions  o f  o u r  class. We 
m u s t n o t w a it  fo r  th e  fasc is t ons la u 
g h t. We m u s t n o t w a it  fo r  th e  o p p o r 
tu n is ts , w h e th e r tra d e  u n io n  m is lead- 
ers o r those  w ith  w h ite  co lla rs  
a ro u n d  th e ir  necks!
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