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DEFEND BESSIE LOU CORNETT
As was re p o rte d  in  th e  specia l sup

p le m e n t to  th e  last issue o f  th e  Peo
p le’s T rib u n e , Bessie L o u  C o rn e tt 
o f  th e  Harlan Labor News s ta ff  was 
a rrested  on J u ly  14 and charged w ith  
th e  k id n a p p in g  o f  M rs. Paul B a ll, 
her c h ild re n  and a n e ig h b o r. F o llo w 
ing th e  a rres t and as a re su lt o f  th e  
ou tra g e  o f  th e  w o rk e rs  o f  H a rlan  
C o u n ty  and su p p o rte rs  o f  th e  H ar
lan Labor News aga inst th is  o b v io u s  
fra m e -u p , as w e ll as p ro te s t f ro m  
p o lit ic ia n s  f ro m  K e n tu c k y  t o  C a li
fo rn ia ,  Bessie L o u  was released on  
her o w n  recogn izance .

T h e  fo l lo w in g  w eekend , th e  K K K  
he ld  open  ra llie s  th ro u g h o u t K e n 
tu c k y ,  in c lu d in g  a ra lly  in  H arlan  
C o u n ty  a t w h ic h  D a v id  D u ke , G ram * 
D ragon  o f  th e  K K K ,  spoke  and 
w h g re  a 3 0  fo o t  cross was b u rn e d . 
T he  c o n n e c tio n s  be tw een th e  a tta cks  
on  th e  Harlan Labor News (w h ic h  
m i l i ta n t ly  opposed  th e  K K K ) ,  th e  
fra m e -u p  and a rres t o f  Bessie Lou  
and th e  subsequen t K la n  ra llie s  was 
c lear fo r  a ll to  see.

W h a t fo l lo w s  is an in te rv ie w  w ith  
Bessie L o u  C o rn e tt ,  o b ta in e d  b y  th e  
People’s T ribune fo l lo w in g  her re
lease fro m  ja i l .

H o w  old are you , Bessie?
T w e n ty -se ve n .

H ow  long have you been in Harlan  
C ounty?

A ll  m y  life .

H ow  did you get involved in the  
struggle o f the  Brookside miners 
and w ith  the  Harlan Labor News?

I com e fro m  a v e ry  s tro n g  u n io n  
fa m ily  and was ta u g h t th a t  u n io n s  
w ere  a w a y  to  get b e tte r  wages and 
a b e tte r  w a y  o f  life  and th a t  th e  o n 
ly  w a y  th a t  w o rk in g  p eop le  c o u ld  
get th e ir  r ig h ts  was b y  f ig h t in g  fo r  
th e m .

I becam e in v o lv e d  in  th e  B ro o k - 
side s tr ik e  and Harlan Labor News 
(H L N ) p r im a r i ly  because I c o u ld  
see th e  uneveness o f  th e  d is t r ib u 
t io n  o f  w e a lth  in  H a rlan  C o u n ty .
I co u ld  see th a t w e w e re  s u rro u n d 
ed b y  coa l o p e ra to rs  w hose  hom es 
w ere  w a rm  and ou rs  w ere  c o ld . I 
saw th e  necess ity  o f  s tr ik in g  to  
im p ro v e  o u r wages and w o rk in g  c o n 
d it io n s . I c o u ld  see th e  H L N  as a 
ra lly in g  p o in t  fo r  th e  w o rk e rs , th e  
coal m ine rs  o f  H a rlan  C o u n ty ,  to  
express o u r  o p in io n s  and v iew s o f  
w h a t ’s go ing  on  in th e  C o u n ty  and 
to  becom e u n ite d  a ro u n d  ce rta in  
issues.

W hat o th er struggles has the H L N  
been involved in in Harlan County?

We have been in v o lv e d  in  tn e  
s trugg le  to  assist th e  Save G eorge 

to w n  C o m m itte e . G e o rg e to w n  is a 
p re d o m in a n t ly  B la ck  c o m m u n ity  in 
H a rlan . T he  C ity  C o u n c il has a tte m p 
te d  t o  th r o w  these pe o p le  o u t o f  
th e ir  hom es and th e y  h a ve n ’t  p ro v i
ded adequa te  hous ing  fo r  th e m . We 
have covered  th e ir  s trugg le , had se
vera l a rtic le s  on  th e  a tte m p ts  o f  th e  
C ity  C o u n c il to  m ove  th is  B la ck  
c o m m u n ity  o u t  o f  H a rla n . W e ’ve 
also had coverage o f ,  and a rtic le s  
w r it te n  b y  th e  w o m e n  o f  H a rlan

C o u n ty  w h ic h  speak to  th e  issue o f  
no  jo b s  o r w h a t jo b s  are ava ilab le  
ju s t be ing  w a itress  w o rk  and th a t  w o 
m en are n o t a llo w e d  to  ta k e  p a rt in 
ac tua l p ro d u c t io n .

W hy do you th in k  the fram e-up  

occurred at this tim e? D o you feel 
your life  is in danger?

T h e  reason th a t  I th in k  th e  fra m e - 
up  o ccu rre d  a t th is  t im e  is th a t  we 
have a s itu a t io n  in  th e  c o u n try  w he re  
th o u sa n d s  o f  w o rk e rs  have been 
la id -o f f  th e ir  jo b s , w h e re  coa l m ine rs  
face c o m p a n y  th re a ts  o f  u n io n -b u s t
ing and  w o rk e rs  are lo o k in g  fo r  
so m e th in g , th e  w o rk e rs  are ang ry . 
T he  H L N  speaks to  th e  needs o f  th e  
w o rk e rs .

W h a t happened  was th e  B ro o ks id e  
s tr ik e  raised th e  s trugg le  in  H arlan  
C o u n ty  to  a h ig h e r level in  th a t  th e  
w o m e n  becam e in vo lve d  in  th e  

p o lit ic s  vo f  th e  c o u n ty .  T he  s tr ik e  
h e lped  to  p o la r iz e  th e  c o u n ty .  I t  
h e lped  to  c la r i fy  th e  issues. I t  was 
p la in  to  see th a t  th e re  was m o re  in 
vo lve d  th a n  ju s t coa l o p e ra to r  a- 
ga ins t coa l m in e r th a t  th e re  w ere  
peop le , th e re  w ere  o p p o r tu n is ts  
w ith in  o u r  o w n  ranks  w h o  w o u ld  a t
te m p t t o  d iv e r t  th e  S tiU y y ie  o f  th e  
coal m ine rs . T h e  H L N  he lped  expose 
th is , and hqs, s ince th e  s tr ik e , co n 
s is te n tly  exposed  these o p p o r tu n is ts  
and o th e r  enem ies o f  th e  w o rk in g  
class in H a rlan  C o u n ty .

T h e  a tta c k  com es a t th is  t im e  be
cause coa l m in e rs  and th e ir  fa m ilie s  
are b e g in n in g  to  use th e  paper and 
lik e  th e  paper. T h e y  are s u p p o rtiv e  
o f  th e  paper. I fee l th a t  th e  coal 
o p e ra to rs  th ro u g h  th e  K la n , have 
a tte m p te d  to  a tta c k  and d e s tro y  
th e  H L N  because o f  th e  s u p p o r t it  
has g o tte n . T he  reason th a t  I have 
been a rres ted , as opposed  to  
som eone else, is th a t  I ’ve lived  in  
th e  C o u n ty  a ll m y  life . I ’ve he lped  
Jo d is t r ib u te  th e  paper a il o ve r th e  
C o u n ty .  I ’m one o f  th e  m a in  peop le  
w o rk in g  on  th e  paper and am w id e ly  
k n o w n  fo r  th is  w o rk .

As fa r  as be ing in  danger, in th e  
f ir s t  p lace , w ith  th e  K la n  on th e  
rise, e ve ry  w o rk e r—o u r w h o le  class— 
is in  danger; th e  danger is fasc ism . As 
fo r  me p e rs o n a lly , yes, I am in dan 
ger. F irs t th e  coa l o p e ra to rs  a t te m p t 
ed to  d e s tro y  th e  pape r b y  a tta c k in g  

it .  T h e y  have ca lled  th e  H L N  a c o m 
m u n is t paper. T hen  th e y  a rrested  me 
and charged me w ith  k id n a p p in g . 
N o w , i f  th is  d o e sn ’t  w o rk ,  and th e y  
c a n ’t  ge t me o u t o f  th e  c o u n ty  o r 
d e s tro y  me th is  w a y , th e y ’ li t r y  ano 
th e r  w a y . W e ’re sure o f  th a t.

W hat were the  effects o f recent 
Klan activities on the people o f H ar
lan?

C e rta in  w o rk e rs  had rece ived 
th re a te n in g  le tte rs  fro m  th e  K la n . 
Som e w ere  a fra id  and even le f t  th e  
c o u n ty .  O th e r w o rk e rs  said, “ T h is  is 
1975 . T h e  K la n  c a n 't  w ear hoods 
and robes and b u rn  crosses lik e  th e y  
d id  in  th e  2 0 's  and 3 0 ’s .”  So th e  
w o rk e rs  w ere  su rp rise d  and a n g ry  
th a t  th e  K la n  is able to  do  th is  and 
th a t  th e  c o u rts  w o n ’t  do  a n y th in g  
a b o u t it .

A  lo t  o f  w o rk e rs  see th e  K la n  s im 
p ly  as an a n ti-b la c k  g ro u p . T h e y  
ha ve n ’t  co n n e c te d  th e  K la n  w ith  th e

coal o p e ra to rs . A t  least th e  response 
I've  g o tte n  is th a t  “ th e  coal ope ra 
to rs  a re n 't  in vo lve d  w ith  th e  K la n ;”  
th a t  th e  K la n  is so m e th in g  o u ts id e  
th e  la b o r m o ve m e n t. B u t m o re  and 
m ore  peop le  in H a rlan  are b e g in n in g  
to  see th e  c o n n e c tio n  b e tw een  m y  
arrest, th e  K la n , th e  ra lly  and th e  
new spaper [H L N ,  ed. ] be ing against 
th e  coal o p e ra to rs . M any w o rk e rs  in 
H a rlan  are consc ious  enough  to  be 
able to  c o n n e c t a ll th a t  and see w h y  
its  h a ppen in g  a t th is  t im e .

Could you ta lk  a litt le  about the  
Kian rally?

A ll I k n o w  is w h a t I've  been read
ing in th e  papers and hea ring  on  T V  
and I ’ve read th a t  so m e th in g  lik e  150 
peop le  a tte n d e d  th e  ra lly , th a t  some 
w o rk e rs  w ere  say ing  th a t  these w ere 
scabs a t th e  ra lly ,  gun th u g s , and 
th e re  are k n o w n  gun th u g s  in H a rlan . 
I th in k  D u ke  [D a v id  D u ke , G rand  
D ragon  o f  th e  K K K ,  e d . ]  c o m in g  to  
H a rlan  had angered m a n y  w o rk e rs . 
He p ro b a b ly  had to  b u ild  som e k in d  
o f  ha rd -co re  base o f  s u p p o r t am ong 
ce rta in  loca l law  e n fo rc e m e n t o f f i -

W ith  g rea t fa n fa re  th e  F o rd  A d 
m in is tra t io n  has dec la red  th a t  th e  
e c o n o m ic  c ris is  is ove r. A l l  so rts  o f  
s ta tis tic s  are p u lle d  o u t to  s u p p o r t 
th is  c o n te n t io n , y e t,  th e  m o s t im 
p o r ta n t s ta tis t ic , th e  u n e m p lo y m e n t 
ra te  is fe a r fu l ly  a vo ided . As fa r  as 
th e  m ill io n s  o f  u n e m p lo y e d  are 
co n ce rned  th e  c ris is  is s t i l l  here.

T o d a y , w e face th e  m o s t serious 
c a p ita lis t c ris is  s ince th e  I9 3 0 ’s 
D epress ion , i t ’s an o v e rp ro d u c tio n  
cris is  ta k in g  p lace u n d e r c o n d it io n s  
o f  a d e ve lo p in g  w a r e c o n o m y  in 
w h ic h  th e  U S N A  s ta te  appa ra tus  is 
a n n u a lly  p u m p in g  b il l io n s  o f  d o lla rs  
in to  th e  b a n k  a cco u n ts  o f  th e  g ia n t 
m o n o p o lie s . In sp ite  o f  these huge 
subsid ies th e  e c o n o m ic  s itu a tio n  
co n tin u e s  to  d e te r io ra te .

T he  p o v e r ty  and m is e ry  in  th e  
w ake  o f  th is  c ris is  are e n o rm o u s . 
O ff ic ia l s ta tis t ic s  sh o w  u n e m p lo y 
m e n t a t a ro u n d  10%, h o w e ve r, even 
th e  U .S . D e p a rtm e n t o f  L a b o r is 
fas t to  concede  th a t  th e ir  figu res  
m iss th e  m a rk  b y  m ill io n s  o f  w o rk 
ers. U n e m p lo y m e n t to u ch e s  a t least 
10 m il l io n  w o rk e rs . In th e  Ju n e  is
sue o f  F ortune  m agazine  s ta tis tic s  
w ere  p u b lis h e d  s h o w in g  a 10% or 
m o re  jo b le ss  ra te  in  e ve ry  m a jo r 
se c tio n  o f  U S N A  in d u s try :  f u r n i 
tu re  - 19%, ru b b e r and p las tics  - 
18%, te x t i le  - 16%, e le c tr ic a l e q u ip 
m e n t - 16%, t ra n s p o r ta t io n  e q u ip 
m e n t - 16%, fa b r ic a te d  m e ta l p ro 
d u c ts  - 14%, p r im a ry  m eta ls  - 13%, 
and c lo th in g  - 12%. T he  v e ry  same 
a rtic le  show ed th a t  u n e m p lo y m e n t 
w i l l  rem a in  a t, a t least 8%  in to  th e  
I9 8 0 ’s.

Even fo r  those  w o rk e rs  s t i l l  at 
th e ir  jo b s , th e  im p a c t o f  th e  cris is  
is an e ve ryd a y  fa c t.  U .S. D e p a rt
m en ts  o f  L a b o r and C o m m e rce  f i 
gures again show  th e  real s itu a t io n . 
T o d a y , an average w o rk in g  class 
fa m ily  m u s t t r y  to  live  on  th e  e q u i
va le n t o f  $ 8 7 .4 6  w e e k ly . T h is  is

cia ls, s ta te  p o lic e  and gun th u g s  be
fo re  he c o u ld  even com e  to  H a rlan  
C o u n ty .

B u t i t  was th e  f ir s t  t im e  in H a rlan  
C oun ty^ th a t  a n a tio n a l K la n  ra lly  
to o k  p lace and th e  f ir s t  t im e  ever 
th e y  b u rn e d  a 3 0 - fo o t cross. T he  re 
c e p tio n  th e re  to  D u k e ’s c o m in g  was 
th a t  a lo t  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity  w a n te d  
to  get th e m  o u t b u t th e  ra lly  its e lf 
to o k  peop le  b y  su rp rise  and peop le  
d id n ’t  have t im e  to  o rg a n ize  aga inst 
th e  K lan .

W hat was the response of local, 
state and county  officials?

F o r th e  m p s t p a rt th e y  have sup 
p o rte d  th e  K la n . T h e  loca l new s
paper to o k  a v e ry  p ro -K la n  p o s it io n . 
T h e y  p u b lish e d  ads fo r  th e  K la n  and 
re fused to  com e o u t  o p e n ly  against 
th e  K la n . Som e loca l o f f ic ia ls  such as 
th e  E varts  C h ie f o f  P o lice  to o k  p a rt 
in  th e  bea tin g  o f  a w o rk e r  w h o  re 
ce ived a le t te r  f ro m  th e  K la n . B u t 
th e  p o lic e  o f fe r  no  p ro te c t io n  to  th e  
peop le  o f  H a rla n . W o rke rs  th a t  w e n t 
in to  ask fo r  gun p e rm its 's ta t in g  th e y
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real ta ke  hom e  pay a fte r  d is c o u n t
ing  in f la t io n ,  and th is  in co m e  f ig u re  
is a $7 w e e k ly  d e c lin e  fro m  1973 . 
B u t i t  is n o t ju s t  in th e  p a ych e ck  
w h e re  th e  cris is  te lls , i t  is in  th e  c o n 
d it io n s  ins ide  th e ' fa c to r ie s , to o . 
M u rd e ro u s  speed-up has becom e n o r 
m a l, and th is  speed-up is m ade w orse  
b y  fe w e r w o rk e rs  b e ing  e m p lo y e d  in 
th e  fa c to r ie s .

T h is  c ris is  has ra p id ly  increased 
th e  large p e rm a n e n tly  u n e m p lo y e d  
se c tio n  o f  th e  w o rk in g  class. June 
1975 g o v e rn m e n t fig u re s  show  m o re  
th a n  1.2 m il l io n  u n e m p lo y e d  w o rk e rs  
have becom e so fru s tra te d  th a t  th e y  
are no  lo n g e r lo o k in g  fo r  w o rk . The  
u n e m p lo y m e n t ra te  am ong  y o u th  
ages 16-19 stands near 30% , and 
in m a n y  c itie s  50%  u n e m p lo y m e n t 
am ong  N eg ro  and o th e r  n a tio n a l 
m in o r i t y  y o u th  is c o m m o n . T he  u n 
e m p lo y m e n t ra te  fo r  w o m e n  w o rk e rs  
is n e a rly  15%.

T h e  g ro w in g  mass o f  p e rm a n e n tly  
u n e m p lo y e d  is re fle c te d  in changed  
g o ve rn m e n ta l p o lic ie s  c re a tin g  th e  
c o n d it io n s  fo r  m a in ta in in g  th is  sec
t io n  o f  th e  w o rk in g  class a t a bare 
subsistance level fo r  years to  com e. 
T he  S uprem e C o u r t re c e n tly  ru le d  
th a t  u n e m p lo y e d  p a re n ts  c o u ld  
choose be tw een  u n e m p lo y m e n t 
b e n e fits  o r  w e lfa re . T h is  ru lin g  was 
o b v io u s ly  d ire c te d  a t m ill io n s  o f  

u n e m p lo y e d  w o m e n  w o rk e rs  la id - 
o f f  f ro m  lo w -p a y in g  jo b s  in  e lec 
tro n ic s , p las tics  and th e  te x t i le  and 
g a rm e n t in d u s tr ie s . In a n o th e r 
change, th e  A g r ic u ltu re  D e p a rtm e n t 
has e x te n d e d  fo o d  s tam ps to  th o u 
sands o f  w o rk in g  class fa m ilie s  w h o  
have been th ro w n  in to  d e sp e ra tio n  
b y  a yea r o r m o re  o f  u n e m p lo y m e n t.

W here  can th e  w o rk e rs  tu rn  - to  
th e  u n io n  leaders lik e  A b e l, W o o d 
c o c k  o r M eany?  W h ile  th e  U A W  and 
th e  A F L -C IO  have m ade lo u d  n o is 
es a b o u t u n e m p lo y m e n t,  a t e ve ry
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EDUCATION COLUMN

THE WATTS REBELLION
Watts in the summer of 1965 was 

the scene of longstanding and persis
tent oppression, police terror, and 
the outright robbery of its residents - 
where liquor, grocery and clothing 
stores charged exorbitant rates for 
the cashing of payroll and welfare 
checks against the purchase of goods 
at exorbitant prices. The few banks 
testified to the poverty of the com
munity, residents having no use for 
them and shopkeepers banking in the 
communities where they lived. The 
nearest hospital was a two hour bus- 
ride, public transportation, expen
sive and inefficient. Unemployment 
among adults was 34%; the average 
income of the Negro national min
ority male worker was $3,740 as 
against that of $5,465 for the Anglo- 
American male worker.

On August II, 1965, the residents 
of Watts rose up in armed rebellion 
and were hurled face-to-face against 
the naked power of the state. This 
spontaneous rebellion marks a his
toric turning point in the struggle 
of the Negro people away from the 
petty-bourgeois, non-violent leader
ship that characterized the Civil 
Rights movement. The rebellion 
took place at the height of the Negro 
people’s movemegt for equality, a 
struggle that was rejuvenated in Bir
mingham and Montgomery Alabama. 
In order to understand the signifi
cance of the Watts rebel|: m, it is 
necessary to assess the Civil Rights 
movement.

The key to such an understand
ing is imperialism itself. In order to 
prepare the Negro Nation for indust
rialization, a civil rights movement 
was necessary. Segregation is a road
block to the high degree of socialized 
labor necessary for imperialism. Pri
or to the Civil Rights movement, 
Negroes in south Mississippi could 
not get jobs in factories, although 
they could work as domestic help
ers, garbage men, farmers, or even 
own their own businesses. But im
perialism needed them to work on 
the line alongside Anglo-American 
workers. Segregation, with its se
parate bathrooms, eating areas and 
drinking fountains is a cumbersome 
and unnecessary expense for the im
perialist whose sole aim is maximum 
profit. Segregation was a barrier be
tween the imperialists and a poten
tial army of Negro proletarians; thus, 
to facilitate the industrialization of 
the South and the proletarianization 
of the Negro population, the Civil 
Rights movement served the inter
ests of the bourgeoisie who were 
able to use the spontaneous struggle 
of the Negro people to their own 
ends.

On the other hand, the Civil 
Rights movement was a continuation 
of the struggle of the Negro people 
for national liberation, and thus re
presented a threat to the imperial
ists. While needing a limited degree 
of equal rights for the Negro 
it was also necessary that the imper
ialists retain control of the move
ment, to prevent it from going too 
far, to curb its revolutionary charac
ter. This danger was met in many 
ways, primarily by imbuing the 
Civil Rights movement with a non
violent character, but also by sub
verting the movement from within 
with bribery, chicanery and co-op
tation, and finally by political as
sassination.

By the summer of 1965 it was 
becoming clear that although the 
movement offered legal reforms, 
practically these reforms were not 
bringing full equality to the Negro 
people. The gulf in the standard of 
living between Negroes and Anglo- 
Americans remained. Amidst this 
struggle, under the continued pres
sures of terror and oppression, fo l
lowing an incident of police haras
sment, Watts exploded in rebellion, a 
rebellion which demonstrated that 
the limits of the petty-bourgeois, 
non-violent leadership had been

reached and that spontaneously 
the residents of Watts rose up in 
militant defense of their rights, 
demonstrating themselves ready to 
fight for equality. Thus, both Martin 
Luther King and Dick Gregory, seek
ing to calm the angry people, were 
driven from Watts. The response of 
the bourgeoisie was to unleash the 
full power of the state. Nearly 
5,000 people were jailed, over 40 
Negro residents lost their lives, mur
dered by the rifles and machine guns 
of the police and National Guard. 
The newspapers indulged in an orgy 
of chauvinism, while Police Chief 
Parker referred to the Watts resi
dents as “ monkeys in a zoo” .

In response to the rebellion, the 
Watts community became the reci
pient of a new infusion of poverty 
funds and programs; a much needed 
hospital and medical clinic were 
built. But because the spontaneous 
outburst of the people lacked con
scious leadership, it was only a mat
ter of time before the movement was 
again co-opted by the bourgeoisie. 
Few of the reforms, intended to di
vert the movement, remain; those 
that remain were purchased at a 
tremendous price.

Still, Watts, stands out heroically, 
a testament to the strength and de
termination of the Negro national 
minority for equality and for the na
tional liberation of the Negro Na
tion. It dearly demonstrated the 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
spontaneous movement and made

clear, for all to see, that the root of 
the oppression of the Negro Nation 
is imperialism. In rising up, the re
sidents of Watts were met with the 
full force of the imperialist state - 
the police and National Guard, 
courts and jails. But history has pro
ven that the only force capable of 
defeating the imperialist state, of 
destroying imperialism and the op
pression of nations, is a united, con
scious working class.

The Watts uprising objectively 
linked the struggle of the Anglo- 
American workers to the national 
liberation movement of the Negro 
Nation. The new level of struggle 
that matured in Watts 'was carried 
even further by the Detroit uprising 
of 1967. There the participation of 
Anglo-American workers from the 
Negro Nation in the uprising, along
side Negro national m inority workers 
raised the spontaneous struggle to a 
higher level. The only means to fur
ther advance the struggle against 
imperialism is through the conscious 
and united struggle of the working 
class as a whole against the fascist 
danger and for peace, jobs and equa
lity. Having fought their way to the 
heart of the Anglo-American prole
tariat, now part of its vanguard, the 
Negro national m inority must be im
bued with the spirit and knowledge 
of socialism.

Thus, in commemorating the 
Watts uprising we must dedicate our
selves to the battle against imperial
ism, first and foremost by forging 
the unity of our class. Concretely, 
this means that all workers must sup
port the struggle to free the Negro 
Nation and equality for the Negro

CIA EXPOSED
The CIA is the international arm 

of counter-revolution, an instrument 
of force of the USNA state. It has 
left a bloody track around the world. 
The so-called investigations of the 
CIA by the. Rockefeller Commission 
and the Congressional Intelligence 
Committee .are really just attempts 
to cover up the activities of the 
agency. These “ investigations”  start 
from the premise that only the 
domestic activities of the CIA are 
“ illegal” . They are being conducted 
by old friends and collaborators of 
the agency, as if Goering had been 
appointed to investigate the SS. The 
revisionist CPUSA goes along with 
this line that domestic terror and> 
murder is illegal, and says little about 
the operations of the CIA inter
nationally. The general plan on the 
part of the government is to save the 
vast majority of the CIA’s operations 
by exposing a few.

There is a book, CIA Diary, by 
Phillip Agee, which is banned in the 
USNA. It had to be published in 
England, and is confiscated by cus
toms agents at the USNA borders. 
Copies were even seized by govern
ment agents o ff the shelves of book
stores in New York. This book, 
which the USNA government does 
not want its citizens to read, is the 
record of Mr. Agee’s day to day ac
tivities as a CIA field agent in Ecua
dor, Uruguay and Mexico, from his 
training in 1957 until he quit the 
agency in 1969. It is an account that 
includes names, dates and places. We 
are reprinting here some excerpts 
from this book dealing with a variety 
of CIA operations in order to help 
expose the real nature of USNA im
perialism.

". . .Operations designed to pro
mote the adoption by a foreign 
.government of a particular policy 
vis^a-vis communism are termed 
political-action operations. . . A l
though political-action operations 
after World War II began with el
ectoral funding of anti-communist 
political parties in France and Ita
ly in the late I940’s, they are now 
prevalent in the underdeveloped 
countries where economic and 
social conditions create a favour
able climate for communist ad

vance. The obvious human ele
ments in political-action opera
tions are political parties, poli
ticians and military leaders, al
though agents in other P-A opera
tions including labour, student 
and youth, and media are often 
brought to bear on specific poli
tical-action targets. . .Although 
the Agency usually plays the anti
communist card in order to fos
ter a coup, gold bars and sacks 
of currency are often equally ef
fective. In some cases a timely 
bombing by a station agent, fo l
lowed by mass demonstrations 
and finally by intervention by mil
itary leaders in the name of the re
storation of order and national 
unity, is a useful course. . .”

". . .A new victory for the sta
tion at Georgetown, British Guia
na, in its efforts to throw out the 
leftist-nationalist Prime Minister 
and professed Marxist, Cheddi Ja- 
gan. In elections a few days ago 
Jagan’s Indian -based party lost 
parliamentary control to a coali
tion of the black-based party and 
a splinter group. The new Prime 
Minister, Forbes- Burnham, is 
considered to be a moderate and 
his ascension to power finally 
removes the fear that Jagan would 
turn British Guiana into another 
Cuba. The victory is largely due to 
CIA operations over the past five 
years to strengthen the anti-Jagan 
trade unions, principally through 
the Public Service Internationalt 
which provided the cover for fin 
ancing public employees strikes. 
Jagan is protesting fraud - earlier 
this year he expelled Gene Meak- 
inst one of our main labour a- 
gents in the operation, but it was 
no use. . .”

“ . . .1 still can’t believe the 
reasons for the Dominican inva
sion that we’re trying to promote 
through AVBUZZ-I. Holman says 
it all goes back to the Agency’s 
assassination of Trujillo. He was 
Chief of the Caribbean branch 
in headquarters at the time and 
was deeply involved in planning 
the assassination, which was done 
by Cuban exiles from Miami us- 
inq weapons we sent throuqh the 
diplomatic pouch. The weapons

national minority. We must support 
busing, for the struggle for equality 
of the Negro national m inority is our 
concrete link with the struggle of the 
Negro Nation for independence; 
at the same time we must fight to 
smash the fascist stormtroopers of 
Ford and Rockefeller - the KKK and 
Nazi Party. In Watts, as throughout 
the Southwest, we must forge a 
fighting unity between the Negro 
and Mexican national minorities. The 
struggle of the Negro in Watts is 
equally the struggle of the Mexican; 
none can be free until all are free! 
In the fight against imperialism, 
against fascism and war, all sections 
of our class must be forged into a 
mighty proletarian army.

History will look at the great 
civil rights battles of the I950’s and 
60’s, and most of all, the Watts 
uprising, as the beginning of the 
great process of Socialist revolution 
in the Americas. We must dedicate 
ourselves to continuing that struggle 
until victory.

Long Live the Spirit of Watts!
Smash the KKK!
Fight for Busing 

Free the Negro Nation!

CORRECTION
This is the correct address for the 

Texas Strike Fund established for 
the United Farm Workers. The ad
dress that appeared in Vol. 2 No. 13
was in error. _ ., „ ,

Texas Strike rnnd
P.O. Box 1493 

San Juan, Texas

were passed to the assassins 
through a US citizen who was an 
agent of the Santo Domingo sta
tion and owner of a supermarket. 
He had to be evacuated though, 
after the assassination, because 
the investigation brought him 
under suspicion. . .”

“ . . .Varea, in his inaugural 
speech' after Davila proclaimed 
him Vice-President [o f Ecuador - 
ed.], seemed a little  too humble: 
‘You will see that I lack the capa
city to be Vice-President of the 
Republic. I am full of defects 
but this is my life, which I have 
filled with modesty and sacri
fice. You and I with the help of 
God can solve little by little the 
great problems that affect the 
Ecuadorean people.’ Noland 
[chief of CIA station - ed] said 
he’s going to raise Varea from se
ven hundred to one thousand dol
lars a month, and if he gets to 
be President we’ll pay him even 
more.”

“ . . .At the top of the Litempo 
operation is the Mexican Presi
dent, Gustaveo Diaz Ordaz, who 
has worked extremely closely with 
the [C IA ] station since he became 
Minister of Government in the 
previous administration of Adolfo 
Lopez Mateos (1958-64). Scott 
[chief of CIA station - ed] had 
also developed a very close rel
ationship with Lopez Mateos, and, 
since Diaz Ordaz became Presi
dent two years ago, Scott has 
been working closely with the cur
rent Minister of Government, Luis 
Echeverria. Thus the Litempo pro
ject focuses at the top on the 
President and the current Minis
ter of Government who will be 
the second consecutive choice of 
the PRI [Revolutionary Institu
tional Party - government party 
in Mexico, ed.] leaders to move 
from internal security to the 
Presidency.

These excerpts give some idea 
of the content of this book and 
also some idea of why the USNA 
government will not allow it to 
be published here. We must strug
gle to see that the crimes of the 
CIA are not covered up but 
brought out into the open and 
that those responsible are held 
accountable. We must fight to 
abolish the CIA and to destroy 
USNA imperialism for which the 
CIA is a tool.
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B U D G E T  CRISIS SPURS A N G E R
N ew  Y o rk  C i t y ’s p resen t “ b u d 

ge t c r is is ”  is as p h o n e y  as last years 
“ ene rgy  c r is is ” . W eek a fte r  w eek, 
new spapers in N e w  Y o r k  and th r o u 
g h o u t th e  c o u n tr y  a n n o u n ce  cu ts  in 
c i t y  em p lo ye e s  and services, th e  
c los ing  o f  v ita l h e a lth  and e d u c a tio n 
al fa c il it ie s ,  and th e  necess ity  o f  h ig h 
er ta xe s  and m o re  p r o d u c t iv i ty  to  
keep o u r  c i t y  g o ve rn m e n ts  f ro m  
b a n k ru p tc y . B u t so -ca lled  “ u n p ro 
d u c t iv e ”  c i t y  w o rk e rs  are no  m o re  to  
b lam e  fo r  th is  cris is  th a n  th e  A ra b  
p eop le  w ere  to  b lam e  fo r  th e  ene rgy  
cris is . T h e  real c u lp r its  are th e  U S N A  
im p e ria lis ts  w h o  are t r y in g  again to  
p u t th e ir  c ris is  on  th e  backs o f  th e  
w o rk in g  class.

These g o v e rn m e n t a tta cks  h i t  th e  
w h o le  w o rk in g  class, b u t are espec ia l
ly  ru th le ss  to  th e  N egro ,- P ue rto  R i
can and o th e r  n a tio n a l m in o r it ie s  w h o  
fo rm  fo r  th e  m o s t p a rt th e  ranks o f  
th e  u n s k ille d  and s e m i-sk ille d  w o rk 
ers. Ju s t fo r  s ta rte rs , M a y o r Beam e 
in te n d s  to  c lose 43  p u b lic  schoo ls , 10 
lib ra rie s , a n d '4  h o sp ita ls , c u r ta il sub 
w a y  t ra n s p o r ta t io n , reduce  p o lic e  and 
f ire  p ro te c t io n  and s a n ita t io n  ser
vices. These cu ts  are across th e  boa rd  
and w i l l  a f fe c t  e ve ry  w o rk e r  w h o  uses 
p u b lic  fa c il it ie s ,  b u t th e y  are a b lo w  
to  th e  v e ry  su rv iva l o f  th e  n a tio n a l 
m in o r it ie s  s ince these services are a l
ready  m in im a l in  th e ir  n e ig h b o rh o o d s .

M a y o r Beam e also p roposes to  la y 
o f f  som e 16,000 c i t y  w o rk e rs . T h is  a t 
a t im e  w h e n  N e w  Y o rk  C ity  has los t
100.000 jo b s  in  th e  past ye a r, has
3 4 0 .0 0 0  on u n e m p lo y m e n t and a b o u t 
a n o th e r 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  on  w e lfa re . A ga in  
th e  n a tio n a l m in o r it ie s  are h it  ha rdes t 
s ince m a n y  w e re  re c e n tly  h ire d . In 
th e  face o f  a ll these la y -o ffs , th e  c i ty  
is us ing  som e o f  its  m eager 19,000 
C E T A  jo b s  to  f i l l  s ta te  jo b s , p a tro n 
age p o s it io n s  and such " v ita l ser
v ice s ”  as g r a f# t t i  c leaners.

F in a lly , a t a t im e  o f  g rea t e c o n o m ic  
depress ion , Beame is ta lk in g  a b o u t 
m o re  taxes  - taxes  th a t  w i l l  in e v ita 
b ly  h i t  th e  w o rk in g  class and leave 
th e  b o u rgeo is ie  u n to u c h e d . A lre a d y  
he has raised th e  to l l  on  b ridges and 
tu n n e ls . (H e lic o p te r  serv ice  in to  th e  
c i t y  fo r  th e  bo u rg e o is ie  rem a ins  th e  
same.)

W h ile  th e  c i t y ’s w o rk in g  class gets 
b lo w  a fte r  b lo w , th e  bou rg e o is ie  
dances, re jo ic in g  a t w in d fa ll p ro f its .  
T he  c i ty  raises m o n e y  b y  se lling  ta x  
fre e  bonds, u su a lly  to  banks and usu
a lly  at 8%  in te re s t. In  th e  past 10 
m o n th s  th e  banks have fo rm e d  a 
c o n s o r t iu m  - a g ro u p  o f  banks 
o rgan ized  to g e th e r to  e lim in a te  c o m 
p e t it io n  - and  raised th e  in te re s t 
rates to  8 .5 8 %  th e n  to  9 .24%  and n o w  
to  9 .4% . T h e  banks th e n  so ld  th e  
bonds  fo r  8% , reap ing  a p r o f i t  o f  
a b o u t 100 m il l io n  d o lla rs  and in te n s i
fy in g  a b u d g e t cris is  in th e  c i t y  th a t  
c o u ld  cos t 16,000 jo b s . R ig h t n o w  
1/6 o f  N e w  Y o rk  C ity 's  w h o le  bud g e t 
goes fo r  d e b t service to  banks - th a t  
is a 75%  rise in  th e  past 3 years and 
a b o u t $1.8 b i l l io n  fo r  1975 a lone . 
Plus, a b ig  c h u n k  o f  th e  d e f ic i t  in  
th e  c i ty  b u d g e t is f ro m  C on Ed in 
creasing th e  c ity 's  e le c tr ic  b i l l .

Can a n yo n e  d o u b t th a t  th e  b a n k in g  
c o n s o r t iu m  and C on Ed are ru n n in g  
N e w  Y o rk  C ity ?  N o t w hen  y o u  read 
in  th e  New York Times (M a y  8, 1975) 
th a t  w hen  M a y o r Beam e and G o v e r
n o r  C arey go to  W a sh in g to n  t o  ask 

fo r  "e m e rg e n c y  m o n e y ”  th e y  are ac
co m p a n ie d  b y  D a v id  R o c k e fe lle r , 
C h a irm a n  o f  Chase M a n h a tta n  B ank, 
W illia m  S pencer, P res iden t o f  F irs t 
N a tio n a l C ity  B ank and E llm o re  O. 
P a tte rson , C h a irm a n  o f  M organ  G u a r
a n ty  T ru s t. N o t w h e n  y o u  see a 
“ su g g e s tio n " th a t  c i ty  e m p loyees  ta ke  
a c u t in  pay , o ffe re d  b y  th e  E c o n o m ic  
D e ve lo p m e n t C o u n c il o f  N .Y .C ., c o m 
posed o f  C harles Luce , C h a irm a n  o f  
C on Ed, R egina l Jones, C h a irm a n  o f  
G enera l E le c tr ic , F ra n k  T . C a ry , 
C h a irm a n  o f  I.B .M ., and W illia m  H. 
M o o re , C h a irm a n  o f  B ankers  T ru s t.

T he  v a rio u s  w o rk e rs  o f  N .Y .C .,

in c lu d in g  p o lic e m e n , fire m e n , sa n ita 
t io n  w o rk e rs  and u n e m p lo y e d  w o rk 
ers have reacted  t o  th e  c ris is  every 
w a y  th e y  k n o w  h o w . W hen M a y o r 
Beame a n n o u n ce d  th e  cu tb a cks  in 
e d u c a tio n , 10,000 p eop le  d e m o n 
s tra te d  in  f r o n t  o f  C ity  H a ll. T h e  
s a n ita tio n  w o rk e rs  he ld  a 3 -day  
s tr ik e  w h e n  th e ir  la y -o ffs  w e re  an 
n o u n ce d . “ N e w  Y o r k ’s f in e s t ”  
d e m o n s tra te d  and b lo c k e d  o f f  the  
B ro o k ly n  B ridge  im m o b iliz in g  th e  
t r a f f ic  to  and fro m  M a n h a tta n . These 
w ere  som e o f  th e  la rger d e m o n s tra 
t io n s , b u t e v e ry d a y  th e  w o rk e rs  o f  
N .Y .C . have been g o ing  to  p u b lic  
hearings, s e ttin g  up  p ic k e t lines and 
te l l in g  C ity  H a ll and th e  Federal 
G o v e rn m e n t and th e  bou rg e o is ie  th a t  
th e y  a re n ’t  go ing  to  ta k e  th is  la y in g  
d o w n .

We m u s t ra l ly  o u r  fo rce s  in  th e  
u n io n s , fo rm  m il i ta n t  caucuses, and 
express th e  h o n e s t dem ands o f  a ll 
w o rk e rs , p u b lic  and p r iv a te , e m p lo y -
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tu rn ,  th e y  have sabotaged th e  
dem and  fo r  a c tio n  b y  th e  rank-and - 
f ile . Can we tu rn  to  th e  p o lit ic ia n s ?  
N o t a chance . W ith  I0 m il l io n  peop le  
o u t o f  w o rk ,  Congress c o u ld n ’t  
f in d  its  w a y  to  a llo ca te  m o re  th a n  
$ I0  b i l l io n  to ta l on  a ll jo b s  p rog ram s, 
in c lu d in g  specia l tra in in g  p rog ram s, 
and jo b s  fo r  y o u th .  $ I0  b i l l io n  fo r  
jo b s , and o ve r $105 b i l l io n  fo r  th e  
m i l i ta r y  b u d g e t.

Faced w ith  th is  g ro w in g  e c o n o m ic  
*  c ris is , th e  w o rk in g  class m u s t f in d  

w ays and . m eans to  o rgan ize  its e lf  
aga inst th is  o n s la u g h t b y  th e  b o u r 
geois ie. T h ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  
sp o n tane ous  s trugg les o f  th e  u n e m 
p lo y e d  are d a ily  ga in ing  m o m e n tu m . 
T h e —ro le  o f  th e  c o m m u n is ts  and 
advanced w o rk e rs  is to  o rgan ize  
th is  m i l i ta n t  m o ve m e n t o f  th e  u n 
e m p lo y e d , o f  a ll w o rk e rs , t o  f ig h t  
fo r  jo b s ! We m u s t begin th e  jo b  o f 
b u ild in g  U n e m p lo y m e n t C o u n c ils  
based on th e  a lre a d y  e x is tin g  mass 
o rg a n iz a tio n s  o f  o u r class. These 
u e n m p lo y m e n t c o u n c ils  m u s t be 
f ig h t in g  o rg a n iz a tio n s  th a t  respond  
to  n o t o n ly  th e  u n e m p lo y m e n t 
q u e s tio n , b u t to  a ll aspects o f  th e  
class s trugg le .

T h e  C o m m u n is t L a b o r P a rty  a l
w ays  bases its e lf  on  th e  real s tru g 
gle fa c in g  th e  w o rk in g  class, and n o t 
on fa n c ifu l schem es. A c c o rd in g ly ,  
w e  ca ll fo r  th e  w o rk e rs  to  d ire c t 
th e ir  s trugg le  a t th e  o n ly  p lace 
w h e re  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  c ris is  can 
be d e a lt w ith  - th e  im p e r ia lis t s ta te  
appa ra tus , th e  g o v e rn m e n t o f  th e  
U n ite d  S tates. We raise th e  dem and 
o f  Jobs  w ith  Peace! A  P ro d u c tiv e  
J o b  fo r  E ve ry  A b le  B o d ie d  W o rk e r 
at th e  Expense o f  th e  M i l i ta r y  B u d 
ge t! S p e c if ic a lly  w e ca ll fo r  decen t 
u n e m p lo y m e n t b e n e fits  w h ic h  m us t 
be based on th e  s u p p o rt o f  a fa m ily  
ra th e r th a n  m a in ta in in g  a s ing le  
w o rk e r  in  p o v e r ty . Im m e d ia te  Fed

era l G o v e rn m e n t A c t io n  fo r  Jo b s ! 
T he  p resen t a llo c a tio n s  fo r  C E T A  
jo b s  and o th e r  p rog ram s are in s u f f i 
c ie n t. R eopen  th e  fa c to r ie s ! The  
fed e ra l g o ve rn m e n t m u s t pass laws 
w h ic h  keep fa c to r ie s  open  and 

w o rk e rs  e m p lo y e d . W ith  th e  presen t 
e c o n o m ic  c ris is  w e see th e  rise o f  th e  
fasc is t gangs. We urge a ll w o rk e rs  to  
s u p p o r t bus ing  and smash th e  K K K , 
th e  N azi P a rty  and a ll o th e r  fasc is t 
gangs. We dem and  th a t th e  Federal 
G o v e rn m e n t n a tio n a liz e  e d u c a tio n

equ a lize  th e  m o n e y  spen t on th e  
schoo ls  on  a per s tu d e n t basis. 
We also dem and  an end to  a ll d e p o r
ta t io n s ; th e  u n d o c u m e n te d  w o rk e r  
is n o t th e  cause o f  u n e m p lo y m e n t!

A n d  w hen  we c ry  w e w a n t jo b s , w e 
d o n ’t  w a n t th e m  w ith  w a r. N o  m o re  
m i l i ta r y  in te rv e n t io n  in S ou thea s t 
Asia  o r  th e  M id d le a s t! A n d  las t

ed and u n e m p lo y e d . In o u r un ions, 
P T A ’ S, c o m m u n ity  g roups, and 
C ity  C o u n c ils , w e m us t ca ll fo r  the  
n a tio n a liz a t io n  o f  energy, hea lth  and 
e d u c a tio n ; we m u s t dem and m ore  
jo b s  and services a t th e  expense o f 
th e  m i l i ta r y  b u d g e t; and we m ust p ro 
te s t th e  use o f  C E T A  fu n d s  fo r  jobs 
th a t  bee f-up  th e  s ta te  bu reaucracy , 
b u t do  n o th in g  to  serve th e  w o rk in g  
class.

Lean el

TRIBUNO
POPULAR

P.O. Box 72306 Watts Sta 

Los Angeles, California

ly ,  we dem and  o f  o u r gove rnm en t 
th a t  th e y  n a tio n a liz e  th e  energy 
in d u s tr ie s  and s to p  th e  ho rre n d o u s  
p ro f ite e r in g  o f  th e  o il m o n o p o lie s .

Based on  th is  p rog ram , a p rogram  

th a t  is in c lu s ive  o f  th e  strugg le  o f  
th e  w o rk in g  class, we w il l  b u ild  the  

Jn ited  F ro n t o f  th e  w o rk in g  class 
against fasc ism  &nd w a r. O ne o f  
th e  m a in  o rg a n iz a tio n a l expressions 
o f  th is  U n ite d  F ro n t m us t be th e  
U n e m p lo y m e n t C o u n c ils . H ow ever, 
ju s t  as th e  bou rgeo is ie  f ig h ts  w ith  
eve ry  w eapon  th a t  i t  has, so m ust 
th e  w o rk in g  class. A bove  a ll, w h a t 
is needed is to  deve lop  o u r P arty . 
T h e  w o rk in g  class so re ly  needs an 
in d e p e n d e n t p o lit ic a l p a r ty  w h ich  
can lead and o rgan ize  th e ir  spo n ta n 
eous s trugg les in to  one u n ite d  
w h o le . W ith  o u r P a rty  th o ro u g h ly  
in te g ra te d  in to  these C ounc ils  and 

p ro v id in g  necessary leadersh ip , th e  
w o rk in g  class m ust dem and to  k n o w  
fro m  eve ry  bou rgeo is  p o lit ic ia n  
w he re  th e y  stand on th e  b u rn in g  
q u e s tio n s  raised b y  th is  cris is . W ill 
th e y  b a ck  th e  dem and fo r  jobs 
w ith  peace o r w i l l  th e y  back p o v e rty , 
im p e r ia lis t w a r and  fasc ism ! The 
Congress, th e  P res iden t, the  
M a yo rs  and G ove rno rs  m us t be 
fo rc e d  to  lis te n  to  th e  ang ry  cries 
o f  m ill io n s  o f  u n e m p lo y e d  and 
e m p lo y e d  w o rk e rs  and th e ir  fa m i

lies.
We ca ll o n ,a l l  w o rk e rs  and p ro 

gressives to  ta k e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  
o f  th is  c o m in g  L a b o r D ay to  launch 
th e  e f fo r ts  to  b u ild  U n e m p lo y m e n t 
C o u n c ils . We m u s t fo rc e  every  o r 
g a n iza tio n  th a t  we be long  to  to  sup
p o r t  th e  d e ve lo p m e n t o f  these co u n 
c ils . A  c o u n c il based up o n  o n ly  a few  
w il l  be un a b le  to  ga ther th e  fo rces 
necessary to  d o  b a tt le  w ith  the  im 
pe ria lis ts . In  eve ry  c i ty  across th is  
c o u n try ,  w h e re  w o rk in g  class fa m il
ies g a th e r, th e  U n e m p lo y m e n t C o u n 
c ils  s h o u ld  h o ld  L a b o r D ay Jobs w ith  
Peace ra llie s  and p icn ics  and ca ll the  
w o rk e rs  to  s trugg le  fo r  w h a t is r ig h t
f u l ly  th e irs  - a d e ce n t, peacefu l life  
fo r  them se lves and w o rk e rs  a round  

th e  w o r ld .

JOBS WITH PEACE!
SMASH THE KKK!

For more information about the 
Communist Labor Party USNA or 
about the People’s Tribune write:

P.O. Box 170 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217

P.O. Box 24241 
Bayview Station 
San Francisco, California

P.O. Box 3774 
Chicago, 111. 60654

P.O. Box 72306
Watts Station
Los Angeles, California

Detroit, August 16

a n t i  k l a n

RALLY
M ay 29, 1975, D e tro it ,  M ic h ig a n . 

A  m a jo r new spaper, th e  D etroit Free 
Press had the  a u d a c ity  to  p r in t  an a r 
t ic le  abou t the  K K K  in a fa v o u ra b le  
lig h t, s ta tidg  “ W e’re ju s t good  w h ite  
C h ris tian  people , hard w o rk in g  p e o 
ple, w o rk in g  fo r  a w h ite  A m e r ic a .”  
B u t ju s t like  th e  p o p u lis t W a llace , 
w h o  seem ing ly a ttacks  th e  b o u rg e o i
sie and appeals to  “ M id d le  A m e r ic a ”  
in re a lity , th e y  are against a ll w o r k 
ing people  and against any sem b lance  
o f ju s tice  and e q u a lity .

U nders tand ing  th e  tru e  n a tu re  o f  
th e  K lan , th e  ou trage  o f  th e  masses 
to  th is  a rtic le  was great. Im m e d ia te ly  
th e  D e tro it  U n e m p lo ye d  C o u n c il,

, th e  Three fo r  Three F ood  C o -o p , 
th e  Save G eneral Baker C o m m itte e  
approached th e  CLP and d e m a n d e d  
th a t we fo rm  a c o a lit io n  d e d ica te d  t o  
o u r slogan “ Smash th e  K la n ” . Im 
m e d ia te ly  a p e t it io n  d rive  began to  
gather signatures fro m  th e  w o rk e rs  in  
the  c o m m u n ity  to  s u p p o rt e q u a l 
tim e  in th e  news m edia and fu l l  e x 
posure o f th e  b lo o d y  h is to ry  o f  th e  
K lan .

N e x t the  c o a lit io n  app roache d  th e  
C o o rd in a tin g  C o u n c il o f  H u m a n  R e la 
tio n s , a co u n c il com posed o f  a b o u t 8 0  
libe ra l (progressive) g roups th a t  are  
ded ica ted  to  the  strugg le  fo r  h u m a n  
righ ts . Th is  seemed to  have been th e  
tu rn in g  p o in t in  the  strugg le , fo r  th e y  
represent a w id e  base o f  s u p p o r t .  
A ngered at th e  a rtic le , th e  n e w ly  
fo rm e d  c o a lit io n  began to  p lan  an 
im m ed ia te  m eeting  w ith  th e  e d ito rs  
o f  the  Free Press, a c ity -w id e  m e e t
ing w ith  th e  c le rgy o f  all d e n o m in a 
tio n s  to  dem and th a t  th e y  o rg a n ize  
th e ir  congregations a ro u n d  th is  is
sue, and .las tly , a c ity -w id e  ra lly  t o  
p u b lic a lly  p ro te s t any c o n tin u a n c e  o f  
such a ttacks  on th e  w o rk in g  class.

M ore  re ce n tly , on J u ly  15, T h e  N a 
zis had th e  gall to  hand o u t le a fle ts  
in th e  heart o f  d o w n to w n  D e t r o i t !  
Several w o rke rs  saw th e m  and s to p 
ped th e m ! These few  w o rk e rs  soon  
had th e  su p p o rt o f scores o f  w o rk in g  
class b ro the rs  and sisters w a lk in g  b y . 
The Nazis w ere  s topped  and th e  p o 
lice , seeing the  ou trage  o f th e  w o r k 
ers, to o k  th e  thugs in to  p ro te c t iv e  
cus tody .

D u rin g  th e  in c id e n t, an u n e m p lo y 
ed Je ffe rson  w o rk e r was h u r t .  O ne  o f  
th e  Nazis th re w  a can, b ro k e  th e  
w o rk e rs ’ glasses, and caused in te rn a l 
b leed ing o f  the  eyes w h ic h  h o s p ita l
ized the  w o rk e r fo r  a w eek. S ince  th e  
w o rk e r was s ick, he was un a b le  to  
p ic k  up his u n e m p lo y m e n t c o m p e n 
sa tion  check and since his h o s p ita l
iz a tio n  m eant he w asn ’t  a va ila b le  
fo r  w o rk , he ca n 't get i t  a t a ll. A n d  
th is  w ith  a w ife  and tw o  c h ild re n !

We m ust c o n tin u e  o u r b a tt le  aga ins t 
th e  K lan  and th e  Nazis. We urge a ll 
w o rke rs  to  su p p o rt th e  ra lly  on  
A ugust 16 in d o w n to w n  D e tro it  t o  
fo rce  the  K lan  and Nazis o u t o f  D e 
t r o i t  and m ake th e m  illega l.

SMASH THE KKK

Now available:

LENIN ON 

ORGANIZATION
Selections from  the Collected 

Works on the question o f  Bolshevik 
organization.

$ 2.75
VANGUARD BOOKS 

P.O. BOX 3566  
CHICAGO, ILL. 6 0 6 5 4
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STEEL WORKERS ORGANIZE
Chicago

“ Workers in the na tion ’s steel m ills 
are riding out the current economic 
dilemma relatively unscathed by the 
recession which has wiped out coun t
less iobs and fa m ily  incomes.”  
Chicago Tribune, Sunday, March 18,

1975.
This statement is noth ing but a lie 

printed to  deceive the w orking class 
in to  th ink ing  tha t all is well not only 
in the na tion ’s steel industry but w ith  
the coun try ’s economy as a whole.

D is tric t 31 is a prime example o f 
the ir lies. D is tric t 31 is the largest 
and single most in fluen tia l and Power
fu l d is tric t o f all the d istricts in the 
United Steelworkers of America 
Unioh (USWA). It has a membership 
o f 135,000. A ll major steel companies 
are represented in th is d is tric t, US 
Steel Gary Works has over 25,000 
workers. Inland Steel-22,000 workers, 
Youngstown Sheet & “Tube-8,000, 
Republic Steel-5,000 and US Steel 
Southworks in' Chicago has over 11,000 
workers. There are many more large 
and smaller steel m ills as well as alu
m inum, t in , and can companies in 
D is tric t 31.

The alarming figure o f 15% lay-offs 
h it the Negro, Puerto Rican and M exi
can national m inorities the hardest 
because they  were the last hired. 
Because o f the length o f tim e on the 
jobs they are inellig ib le fo r Supple
mentary Unem ploym ent Benefits.
True to  the ir h istory, the union lead
ership has done lit t le  to  beat the 
increasing lay-offs.

In 1942 Joseph Germano became 
D is tric t D irector o f D is tric t 31. He was 
D is tric t D irector fo r 23 years un til 
Sam Evett, his personal assistant, was 
appointed to  succeed him . For 9 years 
Evett fo llow ed Germano’s same po licy 
o f denying workers the ir rights, speci
a lly  Negro, Mexican and Puerto Rican 
national m inorities.

Then in 1973 through cheating and 
ba llo t s tu ffing  the election results 
favored Evett. Under pressure from  
many rank-and-file steelworkers the 
USWA agreed to  hold the election 
over. In protest the workers voted 
against Evett and elected Ed Sadlow- 
ski as D irector o f D is tric t 31 in 1974. 
Since then Evett and his crew along 
w ith  the International have fran tica lly  
tried to  stifle  Sadlowski. Evett stol.e 
funds so Sadlowski could not get set
tled in his o ffice. Even now E vett’s 
new job  as A b e l’s personal assistant-- 
a position which had been vacant fo r 
20 years-allows him to  still run things 
in the d is tric t to  some degree.

To insure tha t the union does not 
remain in the hands o f the treacherous 
leadership, E d ’s consistent statement 
to  “ bring the union back to  the rank 
and f i le ”  must be carried out. Workers 
must stick together and defend the 
interests o f all the workers fo r an in 
ju ry  to  one is an in ju ry  to  all. Just 
recently in Youngstown Steel the 
company refused to  repair a broken 
safety rail in a dangerous area where 
hot slabs rolled by. Several workers 
were almost injured by the slabs and 
the broken rail almost fell on a w o r
ker so the rest o f the workers refused 
to  w ork under such dangerous condi- 
tions_. When the company asked other 
workers to  w ork they could not be
cause they had been leg itim ate ly 
called home fo r personal emergencies. 
The company to o k  vengence on 
people refusing to  w ork. Seven people 
were given tim e o f f  and one union re
presentative was in it ia lly  fired last 
week. Why did the company react so 
severely? We cannot separate these re: 
primands from  the recent massive lay
offs  at Youngstown and throughout 
the na tio n ’s industry. Youngstown has 
begun to  force one person to  do the 
w ork o f tw o  in all the m ills to  squeeze 
m aximum p roduc tiv ity  from  one 
worker and save,the company from

paying tw o  workers the ir wages.
The bourgeoisie is not content w ith  

s low ly w ork ing us to  death. Their 
concern is fo r p ro fits  not lives. One 
other recent example o f the ir callous
ness and disregard fo r w o rke r’s lives is 
the death of Raymond Olmos in US 
Steel South Works. Ray was crushed 
to  a bloody pulp by a heat shield tha t 
was lowered in to  the furnace where he 
was working. Blood transfusions did 
not save his life. Frank Mirocha, the 
local president’s response was to  “ give 
more blood to  the local blood bank.”

Fellow workers there is no need for 
fu rthe r blood to  be spilled or fo r w o r
kers to  receive lay-o ff notices. The 
factories must remain open -no t fo r 
the creation o f weapons tha t w ill k ill 
o ther workers like ourselves, but fo r 
productive meaningful jobs. To ac
complish tha t the workers must de
mand tha t the C om m unity  Service 
Committees be revitalized and be 
composed o f both employed and un
employed workers to  figh t in defense 
o f the workers in this growing crisis.

Workers in US Steel Southworks 
must attend a meeting on August 13 to  
hear the results o f a fu ll investigation 
on Ray O lmos' death and to  demand 
tha t the Union take action to  keep 
Southworks open. Fellow workers, 
th roughou t our unions we must de
mand tha t a program serving our in
terest be carried out.

1. Bring back the C om m unity  Ser
vice Committees and develop Unem
ploym ent Councils to  aid our brothers 
and sisters being laid o ff.

2. Bring back the right to  strike and 
strike down the EN A  and the Taft- 
Hartley Act.

3. No consent decree tha t takes 
away our civil rights.

4. Place national m inorities and 
women in positions o f leadership and 
responsibility.

5. F ight against government pro
posed cutbacks on unem ploym ent in 
surance and welfare.

6. Jobs fo r every able-bodied w o r
ker at the expense o f the m ilitary- 
budget.

7. Abolish the Ku K lux Klan, Nazi 
Party and all other fascist thugs.

D is tric t 31 w ill be brought back to  
the rank-and-file if  we the workers 
figh t fo r it.___________________ _

INTERVIEW

Continued from Page 1

had received threatening letters from  
the Klan were refused gun permits. 
They were refused any type o f pro
tection .

The State Police arrested me. 
They protect the Klan. I t ’s obvious. I 
know  in the past, from  reading what 
lit t le  labor h is to ry we do have in 
books, tha t there were petitions and 
committees set up to  try  to  get legis
lation passed to  outlaw  the Klan, all 
unsuccessfully. But there was a b ill 
passed, the Taft-H artley, which pro
h ib its the rights o f coal miners to  
strike! Which means, if the coal oper
ators want to  they can bring in the 
ba'yonnets and rifles o f the m ilita ry  
to  force miners to  work.

What are your plans to defend 
yourself and the Harlan Labor News?

The plans to  defend myself and 
the HLN include getting some legal 
help, a lawyer, but m ainly our only 
defense is to  take this issue to  the 
workers o f Harlan C ounty and ex
pose the Klan fo r what they are, ex
pose this a ttem pt by the coal opera
tors and the K K K ; to  ra lly the w o rk 
ers against the Klan. The only real 
defense we have is the support o f the 
coal miners and the ir fam ilies in Har
lan County. In the past the courts 
have not been on the side o f the 
working class, so we can’t depend on 
the courts. What we must depend on 
is the workers of Harlan County.

Los Angeles
“ It can’t  happen here" had been 

the feeling o f most workers at Beth
lehem Steel in Los Angeles. But the 
warehouses filled  up and in A p ril, 
May and June the lay-offs h it hard 
and fast.

First, 150 workers were laid o ff 
over a tw o m onth period, then 300 
workers in one week, and fina lly  
1300 more workers la id -o ff in one 
week. Many' wonder if Bethlehem 
isn’t going to  shut the whole plant 
down.

This story o f heavy lay-offs and 
unem ploym ent is being repeated all 
over the c ity , the state and the coun
try . Across the Midwest, fo r instance 
lay-offs in the steel industry are still 
growing. In D e tro it, fu ll production 
in steel continued when lay-offs in 
the auto industry were s till high. 
Enough stockpiling was done to  en
able companies like Great Lakes and 
McCloth to  lay-o ff substantial.num- 
bers o f workers, around 1000 so far 
at Great Lakes alone. These lay-offs 
were expected to  last anywhere from  
4 to  10 months. Many workers pre
sently la id -o ff do not meet the two- 
year requirement fo r SUB benefits. 
In Chicago the pattern has been the 
same as U.S. Steel and Youngstown 
recently began laying o ff.

. The response o f the workers par
ticu la rly  at Bethlehem has been m il
itant action. In March, an Unem ploy
ed Com m ittee was formed in USWA 
Local 1845. This was done at the 
urging and w ith  the support o f a 
small group o f rank-and-filers and 
progressive union officers. This 
group o f workers, o f all nationalities, 
men and women, employed and 
unemployed and communists and 
non communists, is an example o f 
what it means to  unite all sections of 
the working class in to  one fro n t of 
defense on the level o f the union 
local itself.

The Unem ploym ent Committee 
became active when the massive lay
offs came. The com m ittee leafleted 
the plant and drew over a hundred 
unemployed steel workers to  the 
com m ittee's meeting. These workers 
passed, and the union as a whole en
dorsed, a program that would meet 
the ir immediate needs and also give 
them a d irection fo r the long-range 
struggle.

Local 1845’s program around un
em ploym ent was 1) no overtime dur
ing lay-offs, 2) no more p roduc tiv ity  
schemes, 3) no job  combinations, 
speed-up and harassment, 4) end the 
30-day adjustment period (fo r cor
recting lay-offs not done according 
to  sen io rity ), 5) special unem ploy
ment benefits (SUB) pay fo r all

What do you think is the future of 
the struggle in Harlan County?

I th in k  it depends on the workers' 
consciousness as to  what the Klan 
really represents, and that they see 
the Klan as a serious threat. I th in k  
tha t after the Klan ra lly  in Harlan 
County a lo t o f workers began to  
take a second look at an organization 
they said could not happen, and 
cou ldn ’t  spread in 1975.

A t this po in t, the fu tu re  o f the 
struggle depends on whether or not 
the workers in Harlan support us in 
spite o f the red-baiting attacks on 
the HLN. If the K K K  and the coal 
operators succeed in d ivid ing the 
workers in Harlan then the struggle 
in Harlan C ounty w ill take a serious 
setback. The K K K  has in the past 
made the ir promise to  bust unions 
and at this po in t th e y ’re still in the 
United Mine Workers! But if the 
workers support the HLN despite 
this all out attack, then the struggle 
in Harlan C ounty w ill move to  a 
higher level.

Defend the Harlan Labor News!
Defend Bessie Lou Cornett!

workers, 6) reinstatement o f all 
workers to  make Bethlehem a sate 
place to  w ork , and 7) jobs fo r all 
workers at the expense of the m ili
ta ry  budget.

The figh t was on! The firs t point 
on the agenda was the immediate 
welfare o f the workers. Right away 
the unemployed stee lw orkers, try ing  
to  keep the ir fam ilies fed, ran smack- 
dab in to  the oppressive apparatus of 
the capita list state in the form  of the 
social service bureaucracy. O f 25 
cases.who were pre-screened fo r e lig i
b ility  and completed applications 
fo r food stamps, w ith o u t exception 
all encountered lies, refusal to  accept 
the applications, hours o f questions 
irrelevant to  e lig ib ility , tearing up of 
valid applications, refusal o f emer
gency stamps, denial o f e lig ib ility  in 
v io la tion  of state and federal regula
tions and/or other callous and chau
vinist actions by social workers.

However, progress was made on 
individual cases because the workers 
were united in the Unemployed 
Com m ittee and had the u n ion ’s sup
port. The workers know, however, 
tha t this is just a tem porary and par
tia l so lution. The Com m ittee and 
members o f USWA 1845 have enter
ed resolutely in to  the long and pro
tracted struggle against not on ly 
the ir immediate employer, but the 
whole capita list class.

Their firs t step was a demonstra
tion  to  con fron t the L .A . Depart
ment o f Public Social Services. It was 
spirited, m ilitan t and com plete ly in 
the hands o f the workers, the ir wives 
and fam ilies who demanded the right 
to  public assistance benefits and 
raised the demand o f jobs fo r all.The 
call was also raised fo r an end to  the 
use of the DPSS as an arm o f the 
Im m igration Service to  hunt fo r un
documented workers; the workers 
demanded an end to  deportations. 
Workers w ith  Spanish surnames and 
dark complexions or “ foreign looks”  
had been denied food stamps and 
were forced to  go through tedious 
and hum ilia ting  proof o f the ir 
“ r ig h t”  to  food stamps. These w o rk 
ers learned from  firs t hand exper
ience tha t the cry fo r deportations is 
in fact an attack to  divide, weaken 
and terrorize  the whole working 
class.

This dem onstration was fo llow ed 
by another on Ju ly 22 at the C ounty 
Board o f Supervisors in L .A . where 
not on ly  the Bethlehem Unemployed 
Com m ittee, but many other organi
zations came down to  express their 
anger over the complete lack o f con
cern o f our public o ffic ia ls  to  the 
growing economic crisis. This ra lly 
spoke not on ly  about unem ploym ent 
but tied together the rising police 
murders and the frame-up o f Bessie 
Lou C ornett w ith  the economic c ri
sis.

The- Program o f the Bethlehem 
Unemployed Com m ittee is a progres
sive one and can w in broaA support 
from  other Unem ploym ent C om m it
tees, com m unity  groups, organiza
tions o f national m inorities and 
other progressive people. W ith broad 
support, the ir actions could play an 
im portan t part in the fo rm ation  o f a 
c ity-w ide Unem ploym ent Council 
in Los Angeles.

The cause o f jobs and peace and 
the u n ity  o f the w orking class based 
on the defense o f the most oppressed 
and explo ited is the cause o f all 
workers and progressive peoples. The 
CLP greets the steps forward made 
by the steelworkers from  Bethlehem. 
They are an example fo r all workers. 
We w ill use our press and all means 
at our disposal to  publicize and win 
support fo r the ir cause. We w ill 
figh t to  build a united fro n t o f 
struggle against all the misery and 
oppression o f capitalism. The w ork
ers united and organized are the on
ly hope against fascism and war, 
the on ly  hope fo r a better future.
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