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Report on .aebull ding

Over' the last year A n--<ve learned alot in trying to u.uild the 
the rarty in J amaica ^lain, Ja# mostly white community i , £nd within 
the anti-busing movement, ^here are about b points which w will 
try to elaborate on.
1. it's good to get involved in things like community sjcaools. 
i-t'hey are public scaools wnose after-school program is 1 controlled” 
oy a community council. ) Aney attract slot of good teacners and 
parents wnc hate tne “oston ocnool Committee like poison ana are 
seeking an alternative tnrough community control.

2* You need to work collectively to build the party. Individual ism 
breeds just that, not communism.

3. uon't bury your he^d in the sand at the sight of tne anti
busing movement./ You can fight-racism within the movement and 
within white working class communities.

4. Have faith in the people; don't give up at the drop of a hat.

5. Workers will defend communist id eas even though they are not 
won to them. &it & i/lljtji th eir defending these ideas is part of the 
process of beingw© n to them.

6. if you don't €ixplain your politics, you just build anti-commun
ism.

1. Community schools are good to work: with.

^s 1 was about to have a baby and wouldn't be able to go into 
teaching for awnile, last summiter my cluo decided 1 should find 
out what was going on in my community. I sampled different meetings 
and it was decided tnat A should get involved with "gasaiz '-omni
unity •School and its council. Community schools have been set up 
all otoer the country, during school hours they are public 
schools and after school they provide recreational programs for 
children and adu Its. In Boston, they are run through the Mayor's 
office, not the Boston School Committee. The first community 
schools were funded by one of the big auto manufacturers. Now they 
get funds from t-.e city, from the foundations, and Safe Streets (the 
Pigs.) The ruling class wants them because they keep kias off the 
streets>*and prevent stealing/ and riots. The working class should 
fight for them because they provide very cheap recreation and some 
educational programs.

So I got involved in the progra l p , I went to the council 
meetings and justjlistened. I joined the slimnastics class and 
talked alittls to the other women. And I aid volunteer work.
I assisted in tie cooking glasses and got tc know some of the 
teenagers, I taught a creative writing class with orn&or two 
students. I joined in with tie rest of the people to 'o to the 
city council hearing to prevent the Boston School Committee from 
taking over control of tne community scnools. we went to more city- 
council hearings to demand an adequate budget for the community 
schools. I had a good time, got to know people who hate the Boston 
School Committee and will fight city hall whenever they see fit, 
end I earned their respect as someone wno cares anout tne
program. However, by doing only this I was appealing onlv to
their bourgeois sense of we can make our community school work,"(under



capi tal ism.)

2. You need to wor-i collectively tc build the t arty.
Get' ing involved was vood, but my work in terms of building 

the party was e ?.k. This as because I discouraged political advice 
from my club with my arrogance. I acted like 1 had redly made a 
hit "ith the people and 1 vas just great. I treated my comrades 
with contempt and I thought of myself as hot shit, which, literally 
was all 1 jvciS C Xus of Du xl j ins, x • L• 1 t u p  1 * 6 v©n,t€• i{,y
worK. from being discussed but it also created a competitive, iiostije 
atmospnere witnin tie cl no. For e)(., I haughtily attacked a comrade 
witn "That sounds very racist." what I was saying was, you are 
racist, (implying that I could newer be), so I'm net.ter than you. 
heedless to say, our problems with racism didn’t get discussed.
My attitude came under sharp Criticism and it was decided fcnnt 
I go into another club and not criticize anybody-just 
concentrate on listening and learning from other comrades.
If this didn’t produce any changes, I was to leave t ' t  party.

I.:y approach to building the party has changed alot 
sire e I have seen the importance of working collectively, 
before this Criticism <r my .ork was made, I had d?ie very little to 
build P.L. In about seven months I had accomplished the following 
i m / H / m m  with my individualistic style of vAork:

a. Saturday sales on Centre St. in J.P.
b. I sold tie paper to th e Coordinator of the Community school 

program. ('I was going to go from the top d own because 1 was 
afraid of t he working clas3.) He bought a“ticket to the Jan, 20 
demo but since I didn't explain uOS anti-racist politics to aim, 
be came to our demo, saw a sea of i’e«. fl ags, heard the slogans,
an d he left to join the Trot march. I didn't struggle with him 
about racism before the demo because 1 was afraid he wouldn't 
come and I would lose tne "glory" of cringing tne Coorainator 
to the demo.

c. I made an announcement about Jan. 20 at a community school 
council meeting, giving a brief explanation of the demands. I was 
immediately attacked by a right winger wno said, "eDS is a communist 
group and communists should not ue allowed to speak at meetings."
The council president nervousl changed the subject. Later a white 
m.c. woman spoke and thanked me for reminding all of them about
the war. Then a black w.c. woman who had oought CD somewhere 
said that she didn't agree witn the "C.P." but she read tneir litera
ture and they had alot cf true things to say. Then she launched 
an attach on the v.p. of the school for racism wnich 1 didn't 
support with one peep. After the meeting the J.P. Little 
City Hall Mgr. told me not to try to win people ideologically 
but just try to get the bodies/ down to Washington (which 
is Exactly what I did with the Coordinator.) Others gathered 
around »*, apologizing for the right winger, saying how they appre
ciated all my efforts at the school and hoped that I would continue 
to come to meetings. It was clear that they thought I was a nice 
anti-war, anti-racist, young woman and didn't want tc see my 
feelings hurt by being insulced with the epithet "communist."
I allowed them to continue thinking that I was not a communist, 
by not saying any thing.

d. I circulated a petition about Southern Univ. at the
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the school. I hadnlt discussed it with anyone in the club, because 
X just wanted t-. surprise the club witn it and brag about it 
afterwards, but the petition 1 drew up only "condemned" the 
shootings at S.l)/ and made no mention of the cops doing it. So 
everyone at tne school signdd it but I had no political struggle 
with^tnem.

e* I sold the paper to some council members at a talk given by 
the police commissioner at the scnool. I saw these people many 
times and never even asked them if they had read tne ppper or 
what they t nought dF it.

I took the criticism of my work very seriously because I didn't 
want to be asked to leave the party. I really had no idea what 
could be accomplished by working colleutively. But herd's afew 
things that did happen.

The state board of ed. came out with a busing plan which 
was supposed to racially balance the schools. The plan was so bad 
that it seemed that it was really designed to build racism. White 
parents in J£ and elsewhere in Boston rose up in racist protest.
It was tremendous taat our party decided to jump right into this 
movement where even angels fear to tread, we put out acouple of leaf
lets and distributed them at racist rallies and community meetings 
and were never phusically attacked. At first our line w-s sectar
ian; it opposed tne state's plan and called fbr certain improve
ments for all the schools uut for the gnetto schools fdrst. But 
because we didn't support any other plan for integrating the schools 
(which would allow .-.lack and wnite parents to unite In struggle 
against the rottetl schools), we objectively lined ourselves up along 
side of tie met racist people who would begrudgingly yield to the 
preferential upgrading argument just as long as their kids Could 
stay in their neighborhood schools end the black kids would stay 
in theirs.

Myself and another PL'er passed the first leaflet out in front 
of the Agassiz school to a groftp of women going to an anti-busing 
rally led by tto School Committee and Louise Day Hicks. Some 
mothers yelled at us for trying to stir up racism where there 
was none, and "where was Progress!' e Labor Party three years ago 
when we. were figit ing for the park?" We were threatened with force 
If we tried to get on the. bus. Our leaflets made racists defensive 
about hheir racism and, ifpink, afraid attack us because it 
would be obvious. My closest friend, D., a white w.c. woman 
who alsc did volunteer work at the school, as well as other women 
I knew from the class, were the only ones to talk to us without 
screaming, but they argued that there was no racism in the movement.

I was scared and I'm sure if I hadn't been working closely 
with the cluo , j i I would haven given up at this point.

Three right wingers went to the assistant coordinator (a nice 
guy witn too many S,<P friends) and said they wanted me out because 
they didn't want a communis t mingling witn their kids. So the 
council president called rne and asked me not to distriDute leaflets 
in front of the school because, althougn she agreed with our position,
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she thought it would hurt the school. (Some group had distributed 
their anti-pig, pro-aDortion newsletter there and the Council whs 
stil] being harrassed months later by the school committee. 1'hus 
the president feared that we ould provoke the saine reaction.) I 
pretty much agreed with her and said that I wouldn't distribute the 
liu in front of the school, I was really unclear about how our 
line would build a stronger community school, until we talked 
about it in the club.

Party members helped me to see that the anti-racist 
line put forward in our leaflets would help weld together tne 
community to be better able to fight for improvements in tte schools, 
win more parks, get a bigger budget for community schools. Cur 
leaflets might even help ward off the race riot tne school committee 
is trying to stir up.

a motion was passed in tne community council to discourage 
leafletting in or outside the senool to prevent more right 
wingers from coming into tne school and blaming the council for 
leaflets distributed there. At this point, 1 hadn't won memuers cf 
the council to see tne need for our line.

Prom a discussion with the black woman on the council,Y, it 
became clear that a part cf what we were saying was sectarian. She 
pointed out that schools should be more integrated otherwise 
the racist schorl committee would continue guaranteeing that ..lack 
kids got no education. The leadership and the teachers' club 
talked this over and won me to see that we should support some 
plan for integration with minimal busing. (This is possible 
in Boston because black and white neighborhoods are fairly close.)
But we wanted to support suen a plan in the context of preferential 
improvement for predominsn tly black schools and then for all the 
schools. So I approached a white parent from a predominantly black 
school in JP who had been advertising an alternate plan for integr
ating the schools^ that some parents had drawn up. I had all along 
been criticizing them for their plan saying that busing and integra
tion weren't the key issues. It was pure sectarianism, these parents 
were actually concretely fighting racism by trying to win the right 
wing led anti-busing gruop in JP to support their plan. She was glad 
that we had changed our minds aoout the plan but didn't want us 
to Openly support it as PL; she also told me she had almost punched 
me in tne nose when she first saw our leaflet, she had said 
that there was no racism in Jr and that we were just 
stirring it upĵ , tnat we should spend our time passing it out in 
S. Boston. (At any rate, she had gone home and read the leafle t, liked 
mca t of it, and ever* looked up communism in the dictionary.)

We started talking about running an anti-rac ist *partyj candidate 
f<r school committee within the party, when I told her about this, 
she said let's run a slate, a PL'er, her, and a black friend of 
hers (both active in their community school). We had trouble finding 
a PL'er to run and evetually the two parents changed their minds 
about running for school committee for personal reasons. But they 
introduced us to anct her black woman and all of them said they would 
help work on the campaign.

and n'atioj'i8t"to?'Sod«?er forCes they "ork wltil

. AfP

cf \
maybe Ct M ei-u

have been attacking us to them. Their basic appeal Js that you 
can't fight racism, or you are just banging your head against tne w/allj 
the state has accepted their plan and they don't care if racist 
whites^ come to their school or not, fhgy are just going to 
fight to make their school Detter. when tney first presented tnis 
argument to me, they were hostile and said tney didm't want to help 
work on tne campaign . we discussed their political arguments some. 
Then I told tnem tht SLS wanted to draw up a petition that would 
ralŝ p, the issues we'd been talking about and spend the summmer 
canvassing the neighborhoods. So they both said they wanted to sue 
it and maybe offer 'orit icisms, and one said she would help circulate 
it at the school if she lined it. Now one of the women wants 
me to meet and discuss the petition ‘with 2 friends of hers, one of 
whom is tne education director from ten antii-poverty agency,).
»»e h ve yet to figure out how we will pursue this as AP* helped 
the police carry out a vicious attack on the party afew years back.

X‘hen community council elections came up. I worked out a 
leaflet for my campaign and the politics were very weak, a naa dis
cussed it with who had \M*-*to leave all the anti-racist, 
pro-socialist stuff out. a h  should say is that i am concerned 
about the community school program and I want everybody to be 
treated equally. 1 struggled with here over it but came up 
with a leaflet which .as opportunist on our fight racism line and 
locked class hatred. club man bers pointed this out and the end real It 
was a very sharp leaflet saying my main qualification for community 
school council was my desire to fight racism which hurt blade and 
white alike, that i was in PL, and for socialism, * a . r t y  memuers 
helped distribute the leaflet, x was one of 2 1  people elected to the 
council, * got 71 votes (only 11 of which were r h  or challenge club

P \ t our next club meeting we will try to work 'out a strategy for 
trying to recruit some of these goo£d people to x-u,

3. ^on't bury your head in the sand at the sight of the anti-
. v /ij ___ j n ,«V\< f  a Ivicf ft! nRS C O IM U llitV i

a We had a PL leaflet all ready to distribute at the very first 
anti-bud ng rally. /*nd it had quite an impact on *bston. At 
seemed like everybody had read the leaflet. /• hen we went o 
pads H  out a second leaflet, many people said, I ve alr®a^  r™ .  
it." ^Or "Is that t hat communist leaflet!? In a debate among 4 white 
women over amnestfr, we heard one say, I guess I must be a communist 
like it said in that leaflet.” Another woman said, If you forget 
all that stuf f about revolut ion, there isn't a position I agree 
with more." Mother woman at an anti-busing rally argued 
her friends over the leaflet and them told a blJer, to*ybe there s 
a little bit of communist?* in me ,too." a p o l i t i c o  at this rally said 
over the mike, "according to Progressive Labor Party, e re
all a bunch of racists. **nd Louise Lay Hicks attacked us. n
answer to something we said of her, she said I didn t Ju£A crawl

for years." interestingly enough these racists made no comment about 
a John *irch society leaflet which got passed around which said that 
white children would be raped, maimeo, and robbed at black schools.
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. 8®t 71 votef, ln the council election, running on an ai ti- 
Platform* n the other hand, 7 nominees from the /^racist 

anti-bud ng group only received an average of U /  31 votes apiece.

^hs Cd sub to a white woman who works in an employment 
office. he lives in J - f so I had just dropped one of the cam paip-n 
leaflets in her mail box. -She and her husband came to v o ^ f o r
me and clapped very loudly when I was introduced.

_  ele°tion ^  an important victory and has inspired our party 
, f '3°  2? and try t° a base in S. Poston where racist hysteria

t^e-zniDe* ln£a mainly whit e project there, a black youth was 
shot and 30 Puerto *'ican families driven out. & young w.c. lay

l  h l S havd a vacillating attitude tSwaiS rffor
work thebe'8*5 18 S° enthuse^ by this victory he is going to help us do

c. D . has changed her mind and now supports an alternate plan fcr 
integrating the schools of J f /  *he had been one of tj£ ones “ ho argued 
with me when we passed out the leaflet at the Agassiz sahool. ^ow^ 
she sees and dislikes the racism 4n the an ti-busins: mcvemnet. -he 
? ! n t S % diSlilCed racism. riowever^she has to be won to see how
h i  f W  nas afe racist an^ 2 ) that racism isn't just
bad moioily, it keeps capitalism together#

d. I know we have JSm^Tome good s-o fa r  because the r a c i s t s  are so 
d e fe n s iv e  about t h e i r  racism th at then dd> everyth in^  to  hide i t
mother^Th “V 1**1 * far* ^  a « n i s ? A n  u ^ d  ̂

(J«llshit)» snrf one racist claims she saw me in the principal's 
office with my pants off. The more she tells tnis story, the 
more she exposes herself. J

4. Have faith in the people; d on't give up at the drop of a nat.

1. )At varuous times d>vur ing this anti-busing movement 1 became
very subjective, I wanted to give up after the scene at the bus when 

,1 'as wit^ h me that t  here ^was no racism in the movement.
' i was ?ood* as 1 knew what she thought at the time and
could deal with it.) Party members r eally kept me going. I didn't want 
t o go to a meeting the next night where I knew the leaflet would be 
men ticn ed. It was printed out that if I did n't go I would 
consolidate everybody to tne right, so 1 went and ended Having
a very good d iscussion aoout racism with, two council members#
Qn® of them told me at t he next meeting that if certain adults could 
not get along witn me (because of my communist ideas), it was their 
problem, not mine.

2 .  ) D, is another case in . jp-alrosaly
h»-r iiiimrl ill I leiii. Amp— uhwhwi nt when I called her after the scene
at the bus, her husband answered the phone,; when I said hello, he 
covered up the phone, D. said something, and then he hung up. I assumed 
she didn't want to have anything to do with me because of the leaflet. 
But when I ran into her on the street and she was real friendly, I 
asked her why her husband hung up on me. It turned out they were having 
a fight and she didn't want to talk to anybody. I was amazed;but 
even more amazing is that, before the budng stuff, when I had had 
virtually no political discussions with her, her husband hdd told 
her h e didn't want me to come ov ,er anymor e because I was a 
communist. She had argued with him and won and now ne's friendly

n 3 ! ) S® r er t h t 13hr ig h tnw in g ir r h ld  t r ! e d H S t geC # ? W . f dea s . )
€«JLfct)l

Jr
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fc n oust me f rom the school, 1 f elt terribly uni Iked. _ but tne coucil 
h^d neve-* even suggested that I not do *« -11 tney did was
oa,s 'a resolution discouraging le fl-ting inside or in front of 
the orhoc1 Also one of the council members had d efenaeo me to one
of t ^ e  ri*ht J®n4rs who waited ne out with, "Look,Nancy, we've already 
hLnUd this all ~out on t he coundil (referring to tne Jen 20 meeting),
an a sne can d o what she wants."

4.) X already said now Y. , a black woman on tne council, 
defended me wnen I was red-baited. I felt sne haa been *ox*t ot -old 
to meiduring tne year, but I think it's just because sno s xoody. 
it wsts her criticism of our anti-bus ing leal let wnicn nelpea us to 
see that we had to support a plsfl fjjr integration.

She really surprised me at the council election nen sue _ 
told me she rounded up 10 people to come and vote tor me an a c a 
friend cf hers. Now 1 am going tc ask her to canvas with tne
anti-racism petition.

¥ • )

5. wor kers willllefend 'communist ideas even though they don't 

agr ee with them. TiOVntYidTed

I h«ve said how both Y and D. did this. Recently/p? has bean 
a efendinv m e . as a communist , left and right. At am/k^t(|-busin £*lly 
5 racist women from Ji attacked her for talking dhe told them
t O shut ur».that I -.as a good f riend of hers, an^sne w-ulo talk 
-ith homever she pleased. Afew weeks later sje/ie' for tne council.
hen h talked to me about what I s .ould say in the campaign leaflet, 

she -anted me to leave th- politics out. out wnen she s .w the 
final copy, which -was very left, she said, ’1 like it, out nc one else 
-ill " In spite of believing t his, she snowed a copy of the 
leaflet to a good friend and brought another friend tc come ana vote 
for me. (And this friend who voted for rr.e is very racistv

Then. aftor tne election v .  ran into some people i ro.m tue anti 
bus in-' /roup. They told ner that they naa been tola not to »ote 
for me. ' bhe told tue*, "Oh, really, i voted for her. nne s a very 
good friend, of mine." 1 nave to make a concrete plan to win ner 
to agreeing with communist ideas, so sne can really win ovex all 
these friends she has.

Another point Is that the people who voted for me do net 
completely a^ree with our analysis of racism ana the need for socialism, 
ramrof them'seemed to feel compelled to tell me, "well, you know 

ready tc Join up,*' cr "I don’t a;ree jltn your Ideas 
but I respect your ri;ht to say uhem." They voted for me oecause 
they I .as concerned about the school and tne, «... tne
racists eeren't. One yuy I never even talked wltn before tne electlo ,
+ t n a t  he nad struggled with the janitor. xhe janitor at

••»*?«. i s L f f a i a 3 5,enkli h i “ st-
?oid|ocdeS i n h ' n e n

Then I told cnis story to D. she saia, "Of course, everybody knows

that about communists." ,n Th «nat
Hiorht now we are discussing tne need to build wAm in dr. wnac

1 have been doing is trying to win ^ p l e  to a v e r y  left line wnicn 
is nard. we need a left-center group to bring people into, ana

from it we can recruit vartv. IMP. —o -v-. ,%inot very clear on tnis
nun r>Ai ar.fi
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The other day a woman in mu babysitting pool told me that tnia

?rOUp h8d pClnted “  out' on the street.
Sd! Jhe ; 9 communist, you know, ane comes to all bur

“nothin'* < t V ! f  vr i t ® s e 7. r y t h i n  j  down, nut sue never says
orJ t h i n V  I dS V ° n6 ° t0° meeting this year and not saio

t .  " 1 didn t  a P ? ± <  tec ause j just thought everyoody would
' -nt3-communist and red-bait me. This was proven wron« aa menv

1- JT ,dtf®ns? and yvlv5luvvnati o C ,vhat 've stand fee/
1 n people1 If tr./'iusf ^  l U M M  mv speakinr would nave helped - 

you p-^onallv L  ^/inK ac’cufc ho" you 'V9nt People to ii.ee •
:i-’Pb r f t l ’f •y°V 3 06 opportunist, and for sure nobody
j o o": r - i f l * V 1?ht 'acls!f /no capitalism, Joou politics manes .

irlCnu°‘tf  7 * * 7 you look St it, if you don’t say what vou 
think you Cun t, nave s s;ood relationship.

unIc ' L  Pt.1C'r ' tAln  1 ,aS bliilQir‘? tne image o f  myself  gi.s a s ly  comm-
t ! : / ; ’ '  ; ;  a ? l le n c  *« l l -m eanin3 person ,  out underneath  an evil-in-

T  ~lnCc no one Knew wuat 1 r e a l l y  tn o u g n t ; they coula 
i r e .  a s s o c i a t e  on tne idea of me beina; a communist.

■•ten 1 sold tne
afterWards. I
j u £ t , e c a u a e I 
sell the paper

paper to people, 
assumed that theyeven

sold them the paper. This 
to your friends because OB

1 didn't t: 
would know

Ik to tnem atout it 
I was a communist

&na w 1 theut oportunism

was wrong. It's good to 
explains things clearly

won't always remember t 
body unless you discuss

, as well as reporting alot of things that 
:> tal* to people about. But you won't win 
their reaction to the paper with them.

you
any-

over,board1 .T® l v xl rny political opportunism came from goin*
w to t he f ight against sectarianis m. At first

1 l9d s-eppad myself fr om struggling over ever? point that 
people raisea, but by the time 1 gpt to the ^ a s s i ^ I  was stepping’ 
myseif f pom struggling over anything. I figured aJlniet t,n= ^  *•
paper do""' my talking, 
study and the ensuing

The rirtunism also came from my lack of
ate ring down of my political understanding'.

\

 ̂My tendency to be non-political is deep; and my petit uour-*eois 
tevolutionary attitude, which makes t o /ant to give up at the least 
1 it ..a set-back, is probably even deeper. But with help from 
tuie paruy we will be able to consolidate these victories in Jr.

Karen B

ON THE ROLE OF A COMMUNIST PARTY

Reading the preconvention bulletins has been a very encouraging 
reminder of the vitality of our party. I was struck with the growing 
understanding of the role of the party reflected in the bulletins, 
especially in the statements on the individual and revolution, 
the Bolsheviks and the d. of the p.^by David Levey', on intellectual and 
cultural work, and the dialogue around "the right wing trend."
Not only are we apparently maturing, the way all revolutionary parties 
must, but I think we are in a position to raise the understanding of 
the relationship of a communist party to the masses to a higher level 
thafo has yet been reached by the international communist movement.
Why PL should do this probably reflects our previous emphasis on
base building, our origins in the struggle against CP revisionism,
and our understanding of the lessons of the Cultural Revolution in China.
I can’t make any global statements about this new understanding, but '
X would like to comment on some of the issues that I believe are
important in its development. .

(1) THE RIGHT-WING TREND IN THE PARTY. Most of the dialogue on 
this stressed the opposition of sectarianism and opportunism. I think 
rti “t tJe.woPneed8 to bo streooed. The right wing trend is not
new It was there all along, during our most sectarian period. Our 
work usually went something like this: we would attempt to set up a 
united^troll When we weren’t too busy figMring out who shouldn’t be 
?» H  we S « e  very busy nuking sure its line wee close to the party's

into talking about socialism, d. of the p. . left-center
wound up as the sole real leaders of a small, isolated left center^

coalition which was very left without be "?0n°ofUthe party's full position;

would be the e8®e" ^ ^ * g ° ide®s should then be put forward as such,
Our vanguard and socialisJ d t be the leading ideas
with the clear understanding that they may

of the UF.

When the struggle ageinet sectarianism was ”dged with cone
nnnnrMinlsn behind our sectarianism was unmasKea. 

success, the opportunism ben the UF around the totality of our
had been pushing so hard to build tne really see** ourselves
militant left-center padtions because we did not hee„

winning masses of people to ^ n u n i  h nidst of truly mass struggles, 
reluctant to talk about socialism in the midst or y that i

u . a : . p- r £ i « . . . . . . =  ; « ; « « . ■ * ; : . r . s : B» s n . . t . d
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have been^nti-communist In^ n ^ w l y s ”5 'a f°* generally* 1 think we
opportu»i.t i1;a and sectariannpractice?d ^  thiS h3S —  - r

There's always the I l d ^ t L d b ^ f  ̂ W e ^ l l 1*! P3rty 3re comPlicated. 
sexist and other bourgeois ideas into the pllty wi “ ■com™unist ’ ^cist, 

true. But I think , party with us." That's
the history of PLP in particular We hav^ °rl81"®' more specific to 
narrow view of class struggle: It Jit * I? 8fnerallY h^d a fairly 
a precinet house,etc. While we paid lin «r±k?’ 3 demonstration, stoninp 
ideology and culture in olia. , „ ! ‘P1* ™ L ' ! , ' ” the role °f
lectual and anti-cultural. Onlv w f f w *,1 Practice we were anti-intel- 
racism have we begun to correct thil l%hinfnIh S°S Campai«n against 

broadening our intellectual  ̂ the proP°sals for kmx*
important not only to our ability to ^  °Ur cultural work are 
artists, etc, but to the continuL I d "a8S work with intellectuals 
COMMUNIST 1

■*4m

a ^ e ^ ^ r a l l o n ^ e r i p
olas, struggle (not level of product^e” o«es Is ^ e ' J e v i s ^ u f , 1’0"

helpful th<!-"aln dy"amlc £otce ln history and economics would be 
. . . in advancing the party's internal education
in advancing our line around racism. The more I talk with peopJI 
about racism, the more I am convinced that its essential value^o the 
bourgeoisie is its divisive role in the class struggle and not the 
direct economic benefits it provides. I think the bourgeoisie Inows

this.

. lot f IHE “ D Ih. Pellng Revle„ pubiishcd 

J ■‘»” f»£“ °“»asCieea ^ I°!„";y''FI|hbet rapudiat.

2 : s r% y : : ; \ h«
the acme of inverted individualism T 1 A S * * * "  Jn 3 style that Is
commune leader who used to stand cu a rr i  rf“eb?r reading about a 
shoes on— she took all the most dif f loul^t-llk*1* ±n, the lce withlTo 
her comrades. Her story had a s  m u r h 1 ?sks °n herself to protect

hll°dlamak 1 think that Chinese ** 3 Vlct°rian
help break the cultural revoltuion I hi repudiate self" to
shipping revolutionaries out tc/the wildlll3”16 a" excuse for 
organizations. "Repudiate self" il ^ ^ derness to destroy their 
with "Ask not what your country can do fll"! crap„John Kennedy intended 
pushing with his work ethic! BoIIL Ire Ii7 * * * , 3nd that Nlxon waa

• • Puritanism is ,1 T b" ! e ! ”°rkers “  be
I think that the party clubs should undertake ±S porno8raphy.
relationship between individual an d  row  i ...» discussion of the
Review would be a good place to ° the P'kl”8

S « e  U j +  p c  5 4 .'

In the US, I will admit, the problem of puritanism on the left 
or among the masses is probably less important right now than the 
problem of escapism and new-left, Marcusean hedonism. But that is 
no reason for the party to get into a one-sided attack on the latter.
As the class struggle sharpens and serious proletarian leadership develop 
the Marcusean position will recede.into the political thinking of its 
grandfather, Wilhelm Reich. Reich war. a ncr:' «r of t’-c "orran CP during 
its heyday, when the class struggle was very hharp in Germany. The 
need for a disciplined party was very clear, so in his essay "What is 
class consciousness?" Reich ap put forward the notion that the leaders
of the revolution should have a different standard of r. avi o' than the
masses. It was necessary for communists to practice discipline and 
self-denial, but the masses should be won to self-gratification and 
freedom from sexual inhibitions. Reich is worth reading because he was 
a member of a communist party in a revolutionary situation. I think 
he's full of crap, but reading his ideas made two things clearer to 
me: That whatever understanding thdparty arrives at concerning the
individual and revolution, it must be one that we have the strategy of 
winning masses of workers to; not an elitest dual morality. Also, it 
must fye a positive understanding that sees community as a real need 
people have instead of just seeing individualism as aiannoying problem 
that interferes with political struggle.

(3) PARTY STUDY GROUPS: I think that party study groups should 
be organized around two things. One is the question of the total role 
of the party (not just proving the need for a party)— works of Marx, 
Lenin, etc, should be read critically in that context. After all, we 
think that a wrong understanding of the role of the party in wiinning 
peasants to socialism and of the d of the p as a united front were 
pivotal causes of Russian revisionsim, rather than Stalin being a 
bureucrat, etc. Study groups should also carry on basic economic, 
historical and documentary reading in the area of political work of 
the members. Most of these readings will be in bourgeois sources. 
Study group members should learn dialectical materialism by apply ng 
it to these readings and then apply this understanding to the role 
of the party by answering the questions, "what is our strategy for 
this work" and'how will socialism change our strategy in this area 
of work." This plan for study groups would help unify theory and 
practice, encourage us to use marxism creatively, increase the depth 
and breadth of party literature, and help our understanding of the 
role of a oommunist party develop more fiully.

Fob instance, a medical study group might read RRR III and
Build a Base, Lenin's What .!£ £c> be. done and Kautsky or The Sxa
Soviet State Apparatus. Marx on the Paris Commune, Mao on art or
New Deocracy— and x discussions of the party's role and socialism
should form the core of the study. They would then read Fortune
magazine on the crisis in health care, Victor Fuchs book on economics
of health care, party lit on racism and racism in medicine, etc.
They would discuss the role of the party in building a revolutionary
movement in health, the importance of 30/40, anti-racism campaign etc.
If they were medical students, they might read the 1910 Flexner Report 

sdlcal education and a bunch of recent editorials'on met



on medical education in major medical journals; also stuff about 
medical education in China and Cuba and they would attempt to formulate 
a Marxist critique of medical schools and medical education which is 
detailed and factual, not just theoretical, and derive a more 
complete strategy from this. This kind of study is vital for 
hospital workers, too, but they would ooncentrate on trade union history 
and thus develop a deeper approach to TU work.

I

['-IC w‘X . £ .

An approach to cultural work in a place like New York, where there 
are many clubs in close geographical proximity might involve settine 
up a cultural committee, with one representative from elch clfb 
The committee could plan monthly cultural acti vLties and also 
urrga“ “  workshops for art, writing, photography, woodworking, etc. 
ur mass line in this area should be that of the left in the 

Culture], Revolution— culture must be built by the participation of the 
broad masses and not superstars. People who are profficient in 
some areas (playing an instrument, carpentry, etc) should be involved

be seen a s  l n  °ther pe°Ple* These workshops should
s political tools and an important part of base building.

f b o r i k r s , d t  w W x >  ^  i n  H a t O
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IT^S T I M E  T O  S H A R P E N  T H E  S T R U G G L E  A G A I N S T  S E X I S M  A N D  F E M I N I S M .

C o m p l a c e n c y , l a z y n e s s , b o u r g e o i s  i d e o l o g y -

r e v i s i o n i s m -  h a v e  h e l d  u s  b a c k  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  s e x i s m  

a n d  f e m i n i s m .  T h e  f a c t s  a r e  h i t t i n g  u s  o n  t h e  h e a d ,  w h a t  

c o u l d  b e  m o r e  o b v i o u s  '! T h e r e  i s  w i d e s p r e a d  r . u p e r - o p p r e s s i o n  

o f  w o m e n  a m o n g  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a n d  i t s  a l l i e s  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  

a m o n g  r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s .  I t  i s  s y s t e m a t i c ,  a f f e c t s  e v e r y  a s p e c t  

ofl l i f e ,  a n d  i t  i s  j u s t i f i e d  b y  m a l e  c h a u v i n i s t  i d e a s .  I t  i s  

o r g a n i z e d  b y ,  a n d  b e n e f i t S j  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s .

E c o n o m i c  o p p r e s s i o n  : t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  b l i n d i n g . . .

h i g h e r  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e ,  l o w e r  w a g e s ,  l e s s  j o b  s e c u r i t y ^ ,  f 

w o m e n  c o n s t i t u t e  a  h i g h  r  a n d  h i g h e r  p e r s e n t  o f  t h e  l a b o r  

f o r c e . . .  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e x p l o i t a t i v e  i n d u s t r i e s  ( g a r m e n t ,  

e l e c t r o n i c s ,  xiubixfcxic s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s )  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  

w o r s t  j o b s  i n v o l v e  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  w o m e n . . .  e t c . . .

S o c i a l  o p p r e s s i o n  : r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h o u s e - k e e p i n g  

a n d  c h i l d - r e a r i n g . . .  l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e  c h i l d - c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s . . .

w o r s e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  ( e . g .  a b o r t i o n  l a w s ) . , ,  b e i n g  t r e a t e d  a s
■TI'lru.ancti -frr^A  ‘Htdfi •'

s e x  o b j e c t s  b y  t h e  m e d i a . . .  e t c . . .

N o  o n e  i n  t h e  P a r t y  d e n i e s  a l l  t h i s .  Y e t ,  a s  a  P a r t y ,  

o u r  r e s p o n s e  i s  n o t  a d e q u a t e .  E h  e r e  a r e  w e  a t  V

W e  f i g h t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  w o r k i n g  c l a s s

J  1

w o m e n ,  i n  t h e  B a y  A r e a  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  u n i o n i z e

o f f i c e  w o k k e r s ,  o r g a n i z e  s t u d e n t  n u r s e s ,  u n i t e  p h o n e  o p e r a t o r s  

w i t h  o t h e r  p h o n e  w o r k e r s ,  o p p o s e  c h i l d - c a r e  c u t s ,  s u p  o r t  

c a m p u s  w o r k e r s ,  a n d  m o r e .  T h i s  i s  t o  o u r  c r e d i t .  W e  d o  m u c h  

m o r e  o f  t h i s  t h a n  a n y  w o m e n ' s  l i b  g r o u p ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  m o r e  t h a n



a l l  o f  t h e m  c o m b i n e d .  T h i s  d i s p r o v e s  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  s o m e  o f  

o u r  f e m i n i s t  f r i e n d s  w h o  c l a i m  t h e  P a r t y  i s  s e x i s t .  W e  a r e  

i n  t h e  t h i c k  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  w o r k i n g  clasr; w o m e n  t o  i m p r o v e  

t h e i r  l i v e s .

Q T ^ T h e  s h o r t - c o m i n g  w i t h i n  t h a t ,  t h o u g h ^  i s  t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  

c l e a r l y  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  s e x i s t  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  U S  

a n d  t h a t  i t  n e e d s  t o  b e  f o u g h t  a s  s u c h .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  

s u c c e s s  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  s t r u g g l e s ^ ? £ f ? s  o h  u n i t y  b e t w e e n  m e n  

a n d  w o m e n  a n d  t h i s  r e q u i r e s  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  m u l e  c h a u v i n i s t  i d e a s . 

R i g h t  n o w  w e  d o  v e r y  l i t t l e  i f  a n y t h i n g  o n  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  a n d  

c u l t u r a l  f r o n t s  o n  t h e  g u e s t i o h s  o f  s e x i s m  a n d  f e m i n i s m .  T h i s  

m u s t  c h a n g e .

C j ^ E v e n  t h o u g h  w e  f a r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  p r a c t i c k f c l y  a p y  o t h e r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w e  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  l i b e r a l  i n  f i g h t i n g  s e x i s m  a t t i t u d e s  

i n  t h e  P a r t y ,  a m o n g  o u r  f r i e n d s ,  o r  o n  t h e  j o b .  T h i s  i s  

P a r t l y  d u e s  t o  a  l a c k  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o n  o u r  p a r t  : w e  

a r e  n o t  f u l l y  a w a r e  t h a t  s e x i s m  h u r t s  m e n  a B »  w e l l  a s  w m m e n .  

XkexsHiMkiisxxiiHxxiHxfxxktiH^

( ^ )  O u r  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s - l e d  f e m i n i s t  m o v e m e n t  

h a s  b e e n  f e e b l e  a n d  i n e f f e c t i v e .  T h i s  i s  a  s e r i o u s  w e a k n e s s ,  

s i n c e  i t  i s  a  m a s s  m o v e m e n t  a n d  i t  i s  b u i l d i n g  e v e r y  r e a c t i o n a r y  

i d e a  i n  t h e  b o o k . i ^ M o r e  o n  l a t e r .)

M o s t  o f  t h e s e  p o i n t s  a r e  n o t  n e w .  X k K y x k x x s x k w x j i x x x x x K c i

t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  s o  f a r  h a s  n o tkiiguax

b e e n  a d e q u a t e ,

p e r i o d ,  Tmtt w e  c a n  c o n e  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  w i t h  a  r e a l  

P a r t y  l i n e  o n  s e x i s m  a n d  f e m i n i s m  1

, X n  w h a t  d i s c u s s i o n  w e  h a v e  h a d ,  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  

a r g u m e n t s  s t a n d  o u t  : " S e x i s m  i s  n o t  t h a t  i m p o r t a n t . "  T e l l  t h a t  

t o  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s !  T h e y  s p e n d  m u c h  m o r e  m o n e y  o n  p u s h i n g  

s e x i s m  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  i e l s e  ( s i n c e ^ 4 $ S § ^  m o v i e ,  T V  s h o w ,  b i l l 

b o a r d ,  e t c  i s  s e x i s t  1) T h e y  s e e m  t o  t h i n ) ?  s e x i s m  i s  p r e t  y  

i m p o r t a n t .  " R a c i s m  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t "  T r u e .  B u t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  

m e a n  w e  s h o u l d  n o t  d o  m e r e  o n  s e x i s m .  2 3 a  ,MlBifc? I S 8 8 f e a - S h o u l d  v K -  

n o t  f i g h t  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  b e c a u s e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s m  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ^  

" W o m e n ’ s  l i b  i s  a  w h i t e  m i d  l e - c l a s s  p h e n o m e n o n "  S o  w a s  S D S

i n  1 9 6 7 *  <9*
I m=rn ■ * ^ 1 1  t h e s e  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  o f

a  r e v i s i o n i s t  n a t u r e .  I n s t e a d  o f  d e a l i n n  w i t h  r e a l i t y  a n d

h o w  t o  c h a n g e  i t ,  t h e y  p r o v i d e  e x c u s e s  f o r  a  d o - n o t h i n g ,  g o -

s l o w ,  d o n ’ t - r o c k - t h e - P a r t y  o u t l o o k .

W e  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  r o u t  t h i d  k i n d  o f  a t t i t u d e .  T h e

p r e — c o n v e n t i o n  d i s c u s s i o n  h a s  s t r e s s e d  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t

t h e  r * g * i w a r d  t r e n d s t r u g g l e  o n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l -

i d e o l o g i c a l  f r o n t s .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  w e  h a v e  r e f u s e d  t o  l e t  o u r

f c i X i & M & i ° p r £ £ t i c e  b e  h e l d  b a c k . k *  W h e n  a  s t r a i g h t  l o o k  a t

tncUAlhj

r e a l i t y  s h o w e d  u s  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i s t  m o v e m e n t ,  * ^ o u r  o w n

P a r t y , h v d m  b e e n  w r o n g ,  w e ^ s ^ u c k  o u r  n e c k  o u t  a n d

a d v a n c e d *  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  l i n e ,  ^ o m e  e x a m p l e s  f r o m  t h e

f e w  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  c o n v e n t i o n  : r a c i s m ,  n a t i o n a l i s m ,

1 0 5 c \ W C  S w

V i e t n a m ,  icMfex C h i n a .  T h e r e  i s  n o  r e a s o n  h o t  t o  

o u r  l i n e  o n  s e x i s m  a n d  f e m i n i s m .

<vr



1 . W O M E N ’S  S T R U G G L E S .I N  T H E  T H I C K  C F  W O R K IN G  C L A S S

O v e r  1 / 3  o f  t h e / w o p i c i X g ^  c l a s s  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  wo:, e n .  A v e r a g e  

w a g e s  f o r  w o m e n  a r e  l i t t l e  o v e r  h a l f  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  f o r  m e n ,  a n d  y e t  

h a l f  t h e  w o m e n  w h o  w o r k  a r e  t h e  s o l e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d / o r  

f a m i l i e s .  O u r  o r g a n i z i n g  o f  c l e r i c a l  w o r k e r s  i n t o  u n i o n s  ( a s  a t  

M e t  L i f e ,  S F )  i s  o b j e c t i v e l y  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  o n  t h e  r u l i n g  

c l a s s ' s  s e x i s m .  B u t  v e r y  f e w  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  C h a l l e n g e  h a v e  

p o i n t e d  t h i s  f a c t  o u t .  A s  I u n d e r s t  n d  i t ,  o r g a n i z i n g  w o m e n  h a s  

b e e n  m a d e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  b e c a u s e  o f  b o u r g e o i s  p r o p a g a n d a  t o  t h e  

e f f e c t  t h a t  w o r k e r s '  w i v e s  a r e  m a i n l y  w i v e s ,  n o t  w o r k e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  

t h e r e f o r e  u n i o n s  a r e  n o t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e m .  T h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  h a s  

c o n v i n c e d  m a n y  w o m e n  t o  s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  t e m p o r a r y  w o r k e r s ,  

s u p p l e m e n t i n g  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  i n c o m e s ,  o r  w a i t i n g  t o  f i n d  a  h u s b a n d .  

I f  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  e v i d e n t  a t  M e t  L i f e ,  i t  m u s t  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  a s  

p a r t  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s ' s  s y s t e m a t i c  d i v i a e ± a n d - r u l e  s c h e m e  

w h i c h  a f f e c t s  w o m e n  i n  a n  e x t r a  h a r d  w a y .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  w h e n  

a  p l a n t  h a s  a  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  n u m b e r  o f  b l a c k  w o r k e r s  i n  s u p e r -  

s h i t t y  j o b s ,  j u s t i f i e d  b y  s o m e  r a c i s t  s t e r e o t y p e ,  w e  c a l l  t h a t  

c o m p a n y  r a c i s t . T h e  s a m e  s h o u l d  b e  t r u e  f o r  f e m a l e  w o r k e r s  w o r k i n g  

i n  a w f u l  c o n d i t i o n s  —  i t 8 s  s e x i s t .  O f f i c e  w o r k ,  k n o w n  f o r  b e i n g  

b o r i n g ,  m o n o t o n o u s ,  t e d i o u s ,  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  ' w o m e n ' s  w o r k '. M e n  

a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  f e e l  a b o v e  i t  a l l ,  w h i l e  w o m e n  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  

e x h i b i t  a  h i g h e r  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  i t .

S i m i l a r l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  w e l f a r e ,  ^ h e r e  m o s t  r e c i p i e n t s  a r e  

w o m e n .  W e ’r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  s o m e  s t r u g g l e s  h e r e  t o o ,  a n d  w e ' v e  b e e n  

s h a r p  i n  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  r a c i s t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  w e l f a r e  s y s t e m .

L e t - ' s  n o t  n e g l e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  s e x i s t  t o o .  M o r e  w o m e n  a r e  

h i t  d i r e c t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  u n e m p l o y m e n t  f o r  w o  e n ,  a n d  

t h e  s e x i s t  l a c k  o f  c h i l d c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  f o r c e  p o o r  

w o m e n  o n t o  w e l f a r e .  T h e  p o i n t  h e r e  i s  th«it w e  d o n ' t  a n a l y s e  

w e l f a r e  a s  p a r t  o f  a n  o v e r a l l  s t r a t e g y  o f  t h e  b o s s e s  t o  s u b j a g a t e  

w o m e n  i n  a  s p e c i a l  w a y .  D i a l e c t i c s  t e a c h e s  u s  t h a t  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  

n o t  i s o l a t e d  b u t  a r e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  —  yfe m u s t -  t h i s  r e a s o n i n g

t o  t h e  t h o u s a n d  a n d  o n e  e x a m p l e s  o f  w o m e n ' s  o p p r e s s i o n .

2 .  I D E O L O G I C A L  A N D  C U L T U R A L  F R O N T S

T a k i n g  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  s e x i s t  i d e o l o g y  i s  c r u c i a l ,  i f  

w e  i n  P L  s e r i o u s l y  i n t e n d  t o  a d v a n c e  o n  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f r o n t  i n  

a  s t r o n g  w a y  f i g h t  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  a s  n o  o t h e r  c o m m u n i s t  p a r t y

h a s .  A /  f e w  t i n y  s t a r t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e .  I n  o n e  c a s e ,  P L e r s  

u n i t e d  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  S E S P A  t o  g e t  a n  a n t i i S h o a k ] ^  r e s o l u t i o n  

p a s s e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  P h y s i c a l  S o c i e t y  C o n v e n t i o n  l a s t  y e a r ,  a n d  

a t  t h e  s a m e  c o n v e n t i o n  l e d  a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  a 

p h y s i c s  b o o k  c o n t a i n i n g  t h r e e  e x t r e m e l y  s e x i s t  j o k e s .  I n  

a n o t h e r  c a s e ,  a  P L  m  e m b e  i w rj A 3 ~ D i 6 l . a g y  c o u r s e  w i t h  a  s e x i s t

t e x t ,  a l o n g  wi^ti a f e w  m e m b e r s  o f  the?* c l o s s ,  c o n v i n c e d  t h e  p r o f  

t o  a n n o u n c e  t o  t h e  c l  a s s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  s c i e n t i f i c  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  

s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i n f a n t  b o y s  s h o w  m o r e  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r  t h a n  

i n f a n t  g i r l s .  M a s s e s  o f  p e o p l e  m u s t  s e e  P L e r s  a s  m i l i t a n t  f i q h t e r s  

a g a i n s t  e v e r y  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  b o u r g e o i s  t h o u g h t  a n d  b o u r g e o i s  

i n j u s t i c e . ̂ j| T h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  o f  w o m e n  a r e  n u m b e r o u s :  w e ' r e  i n f e r i o r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ;  w e ' r e  p a s s i v e ;  w e ' r e  o v e r l y  e m o t i o n a l ;  w e ' r e  m a i n l y  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s e x  a n d  ' g e t t i n g  a  m a n ' ;  o u r  p l a c e  i s  i n  t h e  h o m e ;  

o u r  r o l e  t o  s e r v e  o u r  h u s b a n d s ;  w e ' r e  t h e  w e a k e r  s e x ;  w e ' r e  

u n s t a b l e ,  u n p r e d i c t a b l e ;  w e  c a n ' t  d r i v e ;  w e  n e e d  p r o t e c t i o n  —  

e t c ,  a d  n a u s e u m .  T h e s e  s t e r e o t y p e s  c a n  b e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  v e r y  

c o n c r e t e  f o r m s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n :  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  ' p l a c e  i n  t h e  h o m e '  

h e n c e  d o n ' t  p r o v i d e  d a y  c a r e ,  a n d  h e n c e  u n p a i d  h o u s e h o l d  l a b o r ,  

e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  i s  s o c i a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  w o r k .  O r  ' u n s t a b l e ' ,  h e n c e  

d o n ' t  u p g r a d e  j o b  a n d  s o  o n .  W e  s u g g e s t  t h e  c u l t u r e  c l u b  w r i t e  

u p  a n  i n — dept l p  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s ,  h o w  b o u r g o i e s  c j l t u r e  

f o i s t s  t h e m  o n  u s ,  a n d  h o w  t h e y  a r e  u s e d  t o  j u s t i f y  w o m e n ' s  

o p p r e s s i o n .  & “ C o v e T

m o v i e s  a n d  p o r n o g r a p h y  a s  p a r t  o f  a  s t e p p e d — -up c a m p a i g n  t o  b u i l d  / r a c i s t

___ ( i d e a s  '
t h e  g r o s s e s t  f o r m s  o f  s e x i s m .  / t a k e  and' t h e " r e l a t i o n

O n  t h e  c a m p u s ,  s a d i s t  t e x t s  a n d  p r o f s  y t o  r u l i n g  c l a s s  r a c i s t

. . ^ I  • " “( p r a c t i c e
s h o u l d  b d  t a k e n  o n ,  n o t  i n s t e a d  o f  r a c i s t  o n e s ,  b u t  i n  1------------ -

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e m .  F o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  s e e  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  m e n  a n d

w o m e n  f i g h t i n g  s e x i s m  w o u l d  b e  r e f r e s h i n g  a n d  a  b l o w  t o  f e m i n i s m  4,

w i t h  i t s  a c c o m p a n y i n g  g u i l t - t r i p p i n g  f o r  m e n .

3. F I G H T I N G  S E X I S M  W I T H I N  P L

N o t  o n l y  h a s  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  b o u r g e o i s  i d e o l o g y  b e e n  m a i n l y  

l e f t  u n c h a l l e n g e d  , b u t  P a r t y  m e m b e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  o f t e n  a r e  g u i l t y  

o f  p e r p e t u a t i n g  s e x i s t  a t t i t u d e s  i n  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  

t h r o u g h  s e x i s t  j o k e s  l i k e  " O h  s o  s h e  f i n a l l y  g o t  h i m "  ( r e f e r r i n g



t o  a  B L e r  m o v i n g  i n  w i t h  h i s  g i r l f r i e n d ) .  T h i s  k i n ^  o f  t h i n g  i s  

o f f e n s i v e  a n d  d i s g u s t i n g  —  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  

M a y b e  t h e  worfct p a r t  o f  i t  i s  t h a t  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  r a r e l y  c h a l l e n g e  

: u c h  r e m a r k s  o r  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  o n e s  w h o  m a k e  t h e m  a b o u t  w h y  

t h e y  - r e  s e x i s t .  I f  t h i s  i s n ' t  l i b e r a l i s m ,  I d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  ifc.

I t  is^ o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  P L ’s  c r e d i t  t h a t  - x t r e m e  c h a u v i n i s m  I a 

t h e  f o r m  o f  s l e e p i n g  a r o u n d  o r  b e a t i n g  o n e ' s  w i f e  i s  n o t  p u t  u p  

w i t h  a n d  t h a t  m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e l l e d  f o r  s u c h  a c t i v i t y .  O t h e r  

a s p e c t s  s u c h  as m e n  d o i n g  h o u s e w o r k  a n d  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

b a s e b u i l d i n g  a m o n g  w o m e n  a s  w e l l  a s  m e n ;  e n c o u r a g i n g  w o m e n ' s  l e a d 

e r s h i p  d o n ’t s e e m  t „> b e  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  r i g h t  n o w .  W h e n 

e v e r  a n d  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  o c c u r ,  P a e t y  m e m b e r s  s h o u l d  d e a l  w i t h  t h e m  

s h a r p l y .

B u t  t h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  r e a l l y  u p  t h e  a n t e  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y  i s  

t o  s t e p  u p  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  b y  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  

m a s s  s t r u g g l e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

o p p r e s s i o n  o f  w o m e n .

T h e  a b o v e  p r o g r a m  ( p o i n t s  1 & 2 )  c a n  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  w i t h o u t  

s e t t i n g  u p  a  s e p a r a t e  s e c t i o n  t o  d e a l  w i t h  s e x i s m .  I n  f a c t  a  

n e w  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  m u s t  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  a l l  o u r  w o r k ,  a t  a l l  

l e v e l s  m e a n i n g  a l l  o f  u s  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  w i t h  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  

h o l d i n g  t h e  h e a v i e f c t  b u r d e n .  T h o u g h  s e x i s m  i s  w i d e s p r e a d  a n d  

d e e p l y  d i v i s i v e ,  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s e e n  a s  b e i n g  

o f  t h e  s a m e  s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  a s  a n t i - r a c i s m  a n d  3 0 / 4 0 .  H t V s  J L

4 .  R A C I S M  A N D  S E X I S M

T h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  w a n t s  p e o p l e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  s o m e h o w  w o m e n ' s  

i n t e r e s t s  r u n  c o u n t e r  t o  t h a t  o f  m i n o r i t i e s .  I n  B e r k e l e y  a  

p a t h e t i c  s i t u a t i o n  a r o s e  i n  w h ( = $ h  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  f r o z e  a l l  

h i r i n g  i n  c i t y  p o s i t i o n s  u n t i l  i t  w a s  w o r k e d  o u t  w h e t h e r  j o b s  

s h o u l d  g o  t o  w o m e n  f i r s t ,  o r  t o  b l a c k s  f i r s t .  T h e  ' r a d i c a l s '  

o n  t h e  C o u n c i l  w e r e  t h e  m a i n  o n e s  t t s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

O b v i o u s l y  b l a c k s  a n d  w o m e n ^ l T ^ S K c f ^ h i l e  u n e m p l o y r c e n t  

c l i m b e d .

T h i s  d e b a t e  b e t w e e n  f e m i n i s t s  a n d  n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  o v e r  w h o  i s  

e x p l o i t e d  m o r e ,  b u i l d s  r a c i s m  a n d  s e x i s m  i n s t e a d  o f  f i g h t i n g  t h e m .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  r e c u r r i n g  l i n e  o f  a r g u m e n t  i n  t h e  

P a r t y  f a v o r i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  p o s i t i o n ,  ( i . e .  r a c i s m  i s  m o r e

i m p o r t a n t ,  s o  X t t H  f o r g e t  a b o u t  s e x i s m ) ,  a s  a n  a n s w e r  t o  s o m e  

f e m i n i s t  f r i e n d s  w h o  a b s u r d l y  c l a i m  w e  ' o v e r e m p h a s i z e *  r a c i s m .

L e t  u s  t a k e  a n  o b j e c t i v e  l o o k  a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  f i g u r e  

o u t  w h a t ’ s  r i g h t .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  r a c i s m  a n d  s e x i s m  

a r e  i n  t h e  s a m e  r a n g e ,  i f  c a l c u l a t e d  b y  w a g e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s .  

P o l i t i c a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t n e r e  a r e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  R a c i s m  p l a y s

a  m u c h  m o r e  c r u c i a l  r o l e  f o r  t h e  b o s s e s :

• • • R a c i s m  i s  u s e d  t o  j u s t i f y  i m p e r i a l i s m  i n  e v e r y  c a s e - / s u p e r -  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  A s i a ,  A f r i c a ,  E u r o p e ,  

b y  <& ^ c o ? n ’p a n i e s * ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i m p e  i a l i s t  w a r s ,  a s  i n  V i e t n a m ,  e t c ?  

a n d  p r o d u c t i v i t y  d r i v e s  s u c h c s  t h e  c u r r e n t  o n e  i n  s t e e l .

• • • R a c i s m  i s  u s e d  t o  j u s t i f y  g e n o c i d e  b o t h  d o m e s t i c a l l y  a n d  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  ( i n  t h e  g h e t t o s ,  b a r r i o s  a n d  i n  V i e t n a m ) .

• • • R a c i s m  i s  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  f a s c i s m ^ ,  t h e  m o s t  o p e n l y  

v i c i o u s  f o r m  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  b y  o b s c u r i n g  w h o  t h e  

r e a l  e n e m y  v*f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  w o r k e r s  ift.

S e x i s m  i s  n o t  t h e  b a c k b o n e  f o r  i m p e r i a l i  

f a s c i s m ,  i t  j u s t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  k i n d  o f  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  f o r  

t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  %  p o l i t i c a l l y T h i s  i s  w h y  R A C I S M ,  a n d  

n o t  R A C I S M  Sc S E X I S M ,  i s  t h e  # 1  t o o l  o f  t h e  b o s s e s ,  a n d  a n t i - r a c i s m

t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s t r a t e g i c  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t n -  1 a r t y ’ s  ) ..no.

I s  i t  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  c o n e \u&e t h a t  t h e  f i j f y h t  a g a i n s t  s e x i s m  

i s  n o t  t h a t  i m p o r t a n t ?  N o t  a t  a l l .  I n  f a c t  t h e  s u p e r - e x p l o i t a t i o n  

o f  w o m e n  i s  n o w h e r e  a s  o b v i o u s  a s  i n  t h e  b l a c k  a n d  L a t i n  c o m m u n i 

t i e s .  S o  a  b l o w  a g a i n s t  s e x i s m  i s  d i r e c t l y ;  a  b l o w  a g a i n s t  r a c i s m ,  

s i n c e  i t  i s  b l a c k  a n d  L a t i n  w o m a n  w h o  b e n e f i t _ t h e  m o s t  f r o m _  

a n t i - s e x i s t  r e f o r m s .

N o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  i n d i r e c t  w a y  t h a t  a n t i - s e x i s m  b e h e f i t s  t h e  

f i g h t  a g a i n s t  r a c i s m .  T h e  U n i v e r s a l  t a w  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i s :  

a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h e l p s  w o r k e r s  a s  a  c l a s s  a n d  h u r t s  b o s s e s ,  i s  a  

g o o d  t h i n g  f o r  a l l  w o r k e r s . ' ^  lV.<> cumrlrc-for

5 .  S O M E  Vi A Y S  M E N  A R E  H U R T  B Y  S E X I S M

T h e  p r i m a r y  v i c t i m s  o f  s e x i s m  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  w o m e n  o f  t h e  

w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a n d  o t h e r  o p p r e s s e d '  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  ( s t u 

d e n t s ,  i n t e l l e d t u a l s , e t c ) .  B u t  w h a t  i s  u s u a l l y  o v e r l o o k e d  i s  

t h a t  n o n - r u l i n g  c l a s s  m e n  a r e  a l s o  o p p r e s s e d  b y  s e x i s m .  How.-1

g e n o c i d e ,  o r



■**E c ° n o m i c a l l y : i _ a  p o o l  o f  l o w  p a i d  w o r k e r s  ( i n  t h i s  c a s e  w o m e n )  

l o w e r s  w a g e s  f o r  a l l .  T h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  h a s  d o n e  t h i s  i n  

t w o  v e r y  c o n c r e t e  w a y s :

" T h e  f i r s t ,  t h e  l a y i n g  o f f  o f  w o m e n  and t h e  r e h i r i n g  o f  m e n  

i n V o m e n ' s *  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a t  w o m e n ' s  w a n e s ,  w a s  u s e d  i n  

t h e  1 9 5 3  r e c e s s i o n  i n  D e t r o i t .  H o w e v e r ,  m e n  w e r e  m o r e  

a g g r e s s i v e ,  l e s s  p a s s i v e  i n  t h e i r  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h i s  p o l i c y .

T h e y  w e r e  m o r e  e a s i l y  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  u n i o n s .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  

F e m i n i n e  M y s t i q u e '  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e m .

T h e  s e c o n d  i s  t h e  l a y i n g  o f f  o f  m e n  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  m o r e  a n d  

m o r e  w o m e n  w i t h  t h e  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  m e n ' s  j o b s  a s  w o m e n ' s  

w o r k .  E l e c t r i c a l  a s s e m b l y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  u s e d  t o  too m e n ' s  

” o r * ‘ * ° r  y ® u r s  t h e m e n  i n  t h e  u n i o n  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d
d o  b e t t e r  a n d  s h o u l d  g e t  m o r e  t h a n  w o m e n .  A s  t h e  q a p  i n  

w a g e s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  w i d e n e d ,  s o  d i d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i n  t h e  u n i o n  ,.r.d t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

• o m e n  i n  t h e  a m  t h e  i n d u s t r y  w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  u n i o n .

E l e c t r i c a l  a s s e m b l y  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c s  i n d u s t r i e s  g r e w  r a p i d l y  

d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  w a r .  A l r e a d y  h a v i n g  b e c o m e  k n w o n  a s  

w o m e n  's w o r k  • t r a d i t i o n a l l y  •, t h e  n w  e m p l o y e e s  w e r e

£ r ° T  5 niong w o m e n .  T h e  m e n  i n  t h e  u n i o n  c o m p l a i n e d  
b i t t e r l y  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  w o m e n ' s  w a g e s  k e p t  t h e i r s  d o w n  b e c a u s e  

w o m e n  w o u l d  w o r k  s o  c h e a p  a n d  h o w  t h e  w o m e n  w e r e  t a k i n g  a l l  

t h e i r  j o b s .  K a k e d  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  s h o u l d  h a v e  l e d  t h e m  t o  

d e m a n d  e q u a l  p a y  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  m a l e  r a t e s  i n s t e a d  o f  

a c c e p t i n g  t h e  s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a n d  t o  d e m a n d  a  f  3 0  h o u r

J m S l U  L 4 ° « ? ? U r S  P f X ’ o r .s u c h  a s l i d i n g  s c a l e  o f  w a g e s  a n d  
p r o v i d e  a  J o b  f o r  e v e r y o n e  w h o  w a n t s  i t  a n d

w L e n  1968?  6  f t  ^ P a Y ‘ " ( J ° a n  J o r d a n » ^ e  P l a c e  o f  A m e r i c a n  ^
’  *  C h  / t W " - f V r i t  (Jt u l . "hi p a to lt 'c -S k iu c j  t e u d U ^ n

- L a c k  o f  U n i t y  o n  t h e  j o b  l e a d s  t o  w o r s e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  a l l ,  

a s  Zrf a t  t h e  P h o n e  C o .  w h e r e  s e p a r a t e  l o c a l s  f o r  m e n  a n d  

w o m e n  w o r k e r s  h a s  t i m e  a n d  a g a i n  w e a k e n e d  t h e  f i g h t  o f  a l l  

rfd((S)6/f/ w o r k e r s  a g a i n s t  A T & T .

3 - T h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  c h i l d c a r e  i s  a  r e a l  b u r d e n  f o r  b o t h  p a r e n t s .

^ Tt h  5 n d  S a f e t y : ^ c k  o f  p r o t e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o f m a l e  w o r k e r s .  

r 0 r  e x a m p l e ’ w o m e n  a r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  b y  l a w  t o  l i f t  e x c e s s i v e l y  

h e a v y  t h i n g s ;  b u t  c l e a r l y  t h e s e  j o b s  l e a d  t o  p o o r e r  h e a l t h  f o r  

m e n  w h o  d a y * i n  a n d  d a y - o u t  a v e r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  tore forced to 

l i f t  h e a v y  c r a t e d  o r  g a r b a g e  c a n s  o r  w h a t e v e r .

^ P s y c h o l o g i c a l l y :  1 - B a d  f a m i l y  l i f e .  O u r  b o u r g e o i s  u p b r i n g i n g

l e a d s  a l l  o f  u s ,  i n  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r  t o  h a v e  v e r y  r e a c t i o n 

a r y  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  f a m i l y  l i f e ,  a n d  w h a t  i t  w i l l  d o  f o r  u s .

C o m m o n  f o r m s  o f  t h i s  a r e *  s e e i n g  y o u r  s p o u s e  a s  y o u r  b o s s  

o r  s e r v a n t /  o r  p r i m a r i l y  s e x u a l  p l a y m a t e ;  i d e a l i z i n g  t h e  

t h e  r e / l a t i o n s h i p  s o  t h a t  s t r u g g l e  i s  v i e w e d  a s  a  t h r e a t

t o  t h e  ’h a r m o n y  * r a t h e r  t h a n  a  n e c e s s a r y  m e a n s  f o r  g r o w t h .

T h e s e  p h o n y  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  t i g h t l y  i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  m a l e  

c h a u v i n i s t  i d e a s ,  l e a d  t o  t e n s i o n  i n  a l l  m a r r i a g e s ,  a n d  

t o  t h e  b r e a k i n g  u p  o f  m a n y .  ' - l e a r l y ,  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  o f  c h a u 

v i n i s m  h u r t  m e n  a s  m u c h  a s  w o m e n .

2 - k e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n .  M e n  o f t e n  d o n ' t  g e t  t o  r e a l l y  

k n o w  t h e i r  o w n  c h i l d r e n ,  w i t h  t h e  4 0  h o u r  w o r k  w e e k  a n d  t h e  

c o n s e q u e n t  e x h a u s t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  h o u r s  t h e y  a r e  a t  h o m e .

A l l  t h i s  s h o w s  t h a t  m e n  s h o u l d  n o t  f e e l  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e

f  i $ h t  a g a i n s t  s e x i s m  — —  ( U n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  b o s s e s ,  c o p s  e t c )  — —  o n

t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e y  h a v e  m u c h  t o  g a i n .  E v e r y  t i > e  w e  f a l l  f o r

s e x i s t  i d e a s ,  o r  h o l d  b a c k / ^ R e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  theip, t h e  c a s h

r e g i s t e r  r i n g s  f o r  t h e  b o s s e s .  E v e r y  s e x i s t  j o k e  w e  a l l o w  t o

g o  u n c h a l l e n g e d  i s  a n o t h e r  1 0 , 0 0 0  b u c k s  i n  R o c k e f e l l e r ' s  a c c o u n t .

This outlook: A*. CrYitra5t -to Hvft-f erf favW&Is :
6 .  S E X I S M  A N D  F E M I N I S M

A n o t h e r  a r e a  w h e r e  w e  h a v e  d r a g g e d  o u r  f e e t  i s  t h e  s t n u q q l e  a g a i n s t  

f e m i n i s m .  T h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  h a s  b e e n  u s i n g  a  m a s s  m o v e m e n t  ( " w o m e n ' s  l i b " )  

t o  p u s h  a n t i - m a l e  i d e a s .  T h i s  i s  a  v e r y  b a d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h o u s a n d s  a n d  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  w o m e n s  ( m a i n l y  s t u d e n t s  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s )  h a v e  b e e n  m i s l e d  

i n t o  thtos m o v e m e n t .  M u c h  o f  i t s  i m p a c t  w a s  m e g a t i v e .  I n  s p i t e  o f  o c c a s i o n a l  

a t t a c k s  o n  s e x i s m ,  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  f i r e  h a s  b e e n  a g a i n s t  m e n .  W h a t  a  M ± s »  

d i s a s t e r , f r o m  a  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  p e r s p e c t i v e  !

T h e  r e s u l t s  h a v e  b e e n  :

- M o r e  s e x i s m  : m a k i n g  f u n  o f  t h e  w o m e n ' s  l i b  m o v e m n t  lhas b e c o m e  t h e  

l a t e s t  w a y  t o  b u i l d  m a l e  c h a u v i n i s m .

X u — A n t i - c o m m u n i s m  : M a n y  w o m e n  r e f u s e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  " m a l e - d o m i n a t e d " .

- I n d i v i d u a l i s m  : s > e k i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t o  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  t h r u  c r e a t i v e  

s e x u a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b r e a k i n g  u p  t h d  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y ,  c o m m u n e s ,  e t c *

- R a c i s m  : B u i l d i n g  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  r a c i s m  i s  a t  t h e  

e x p e n s e  o f  w h i t e  w o m e n .

- N a t i o n a l i s m  : B u i l d i n g  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  w h i t e s  c a n n o t  b e  w o n  t o  f i g h t i n g  

r a c i s m ,  a s  t h e i r  m a i n  c o n c e r n  s e e m s  t o  b e  w h e t h e r  t o  w e a r  a  b r a  o r  n o t .

T h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t s  s t i n k  t o  h i g h  h e a v e n .  T h e y  f a i l  t o



s e e  t h a t  s e x i s m  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  a  c l a s s  q u e s t i o n * ;  t h a t  m e n  t o o  a r e  

o p p r e s s e d  b y  s e x i s m * .  F e m i n i i m  h a s  h e l p e d  t o  b u i l d  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  

o f  b o u r g e o i s  i d e o l o g y .  T h e  w o m e n ' s  l i b  m o v e m e n t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  

b y  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  a n d  t h e i r  r e v i s i o n i s t  f r i e n d s .  W e  a r e  p a r t l y  t o  b l a m e  

f o r  t h i s  s a d  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  o f f e r  e n o u g h  

o f  a  r e a l  a n t i - s e x i s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o ± f c  i t .

S o m e  q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  :

- H o w  d o  y o u  d e a l  w i t h  a  s e x i s t  j o k e  a n  t h e  j o b  ?

- H o w  s h o u l d  t h e  p a r t y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  w o m e n ' s  m o v e m e n t  ? ( c o n c r e t e l y )

—  H o w  c o u l d  e a c h  c l u b  s h a r p e n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  s e x i s m  a n d  f e m i n i s m  

i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  i t s  w o r k  ?

I

o n  u s i n g  S t u d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  r e f e r e n d a  t o  b u i l d  a n t i * r a c i s t  s t r u g g l

T h i s  l a s t  q u a r t e r ,  B e r k e l e y  3 D S  s p o n s o r e d  a  f e f e r e n d u m  w h i c h  

a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  s t u d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  b a l l o t .  T h i s  i s  a n  e v a l u a 

t i o n  o f  t h i s  t a c t i c  a n d  o u r  w o r k  a r o u n d  i t .  T h e  d e t a i l s  o f  

o u r  c h a p t e r  a r e  i n c l u d e d  t o  s h o w  h o w  a  w e a k  s i t u a t i o n  c a n  q u i c k l y  

b e  c h a n g e d  w h e n  t h e  t a c t i c  u s e d  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .

HOW WE W EN T A B O U T  I T :
t f f l j l t .  $  f , ;■

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  w i n t e r  q u a r t e r  w e  d i s c u s s e d  p u t t i n g  a  r e f e r 

e n d u m  a  o p t  J e n s e n  o n  t h e  a SL'C b a l l o t ,  3 D S  i n c l u d e d  t h e  P a r t y  

a n d  t w o  o f  t h r e e  o t h e r s  s o m e w h a t  a c t i v e ,  w i t h  a  s o m e w h a t  l a r g e r  

. i n a c t i v e  b a s e .  A l l  s e e m e d  a g r e e a b l e  to t h e  i d e a ,  a l t h o u g h  

s e v e r a l  P a r t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  w e r e  n o t  t e r r i b l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  

I n  f a c t  t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  d e m o r a l i z a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  s h r i n k 

i n g  c h a p t e r .

W S  d i s c u s s e d  i n  o u r  c l u b  w h a t  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  s h o u l d  s a y .

W e  w a n t e d  i t  b r o a d  —  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m a n y  o t h e r  n e w  p e o p l e  w o u l d  

b e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  w o r k  o n .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  v i e  r e j e c t e d  c u l l i n g  

f o r  J e n s e n ' s  f i r i n g .  W e  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  c a l l i n g  f o r  r e m o v a l  o f  

a c a d e m i c  c r e d i t  f o r  h i s  s e m i n a r  c o u r s e  o n  h  s  p a p e r .  S o m e  o f  

u s  t h o u g h t  t h i s  l a t t e r  s u g g e s t i o n  w o u l d  b e  g o o d  b e c a u s e  i t  w o u l d  

b e  s h a r p .  O n  t h e  w h o l e  w e  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  b y  o t h e r  P a r t y  p e o p l e  

t h a t  r e m o v i n g  c r e d i t  v / o u l d  r a i s e  t h e  s a m e  o b j e c t i o n s  a s  f i r i n g  

a n d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w o u l d  h o t  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b r o a d e r  t h a n  f i r i n g . '  

H e n c e  w e  d e c i d e d  o n  " W e  c o n d e m n  t.he t h e o r i e s  o f  A r t h u r  J e n s e n  

a s  b e i n g  r a c i s t  a n d  u n s c i e n t i f i c .  ’W e  f u r t h e r  c a l l  u p o n  t h e  

i . e a d e m i e f  f  a c u l  t y ) S e n a t e  a n d  t h e  /-’.STIC ( s t u d e n t )  . S e n a t e  t o  s e t  

u p  a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  t h e s e  t h o o r i e s  

a r  o  b g i  n q  t a u q  h t  h g r o . "



W h e n  t h e  n e w  q u a r t e r  b o o m ,  t h e  p a m p h l e t ,  ( . w h i c h  w e ' d  b e e n  

w o r k i n g  o n  f o r  t w o  m o n t h s )  w a s  s t i l l  n o t  o u t .  W e  w e r e  v e r y  s l o w  

i n  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  p e t i t i o n i n g .  T h e  c u r r e n t  e x c u s e  w a s  " w e  

n e e d  t o  a s k  the s t u d e n t  s e n a t o r s  w h a t  t h e  p r o p e r  w a y  t o  w o r d

mi:
t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  i s . "  S o  3 h  w e e k s  i n t o  t h e  q u a r t e r  w e  s t a r t e d  

c o l l e c t i n g  s i g n a t u r e s  o n  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  p u t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o n  t h e  

b a l l o t .  O n  t h e  t h i r d  d a y ,  w h e n  w e  h a d  a b o u t  8 0  s i g n a t u r e s  ( w e

( ;
n e e d e d  1 , 0 0 0 ) ,  w e  f o u n d  o u t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  w a s  s o o n e r  t h a n  w e  

h a d  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  t o l d  a n d  t h a t  w e  o n l y  h a d  f i v e r  m o r e  d a y s  

t o  t u r n  i n  t h e  s i g n a t u r e s .  H a l f  o u r  c l u b  w a s  s i c k  s o  w e  w e r e  

f o r c e d  t o  r e s o r t  t o  t h e  o n e  o t h e r  ' c h a n n e l *  f o r  g e t t i n g  r e f e r - *  

e n d a  o n  t h e  b a l l o t :  h a v i n g  t h e  A S U C  s e n a t e  v o t e  t o  p u t  i t  o nJ
1

T h a t  A S U C  m e e t i n g  w a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  C h a l l e n g e  ( t h e  f i r s t  W a t e r 

g a t e  i s s u e ) .  W e  w o n  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y . W e  w e r e  t h e n  f a c e d  w i t h  

o n l y  t w o  w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n !  W e  s e t  o u t  V i g o r o u s l y  t o  

f i n i s h  t h e  p a m p h l e t  —  3 m o r e  d a y s  o f  w r i t i n g ,  3 o f  t y p i n g  a n d  

l a y i n g  o u t  a n d  3 a t  t h e  p r i n t e r .  M e a n w h i l e  w e  p a s s e d  o u t  a 

l e a f l e t ,  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  a n d  a  m e e t i n g  t o  p l a n  t h e

c a m p a i g n .  T h e  m e e t i n g  ( 1 %  w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n )  w a s  a t t e n d e d  

b y  t h e  P a r t y p e o p l e ,  2 m e m b e r s  S D S  a n d  2 n e w  p e o p l e ,  b o t h  w h i t e r 

( o n e  w h o ’d  b e e n  m e t  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e a f l e t ) .  We o r g a n i z e d  d o o r -  

t o  d o o r  c a n v a s s i n g ,  l e a f l e t t i n g  o u t s i d e  l a r g e  l e c t u r e  h a l l s  a n d  

a t  d o r m  d i n n e r s ,  t h e  r e w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  l e a f l e t  t o  l a s t  t i l l  t h e  

e l e c t i o n .  B o t h  n e w  p e o p l e  g o t  i n v o l v e d .  We a l s o  p l a n n e d  a 

S a t u r d a y  p i c n i c  a n d  a  f o r u m  t h e  n i t e  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n .

W i t h i n  t w o  d a y s  o u r  m a s s  c a m p a i g n  w a s  u n d e r w a y .  A l l  t h e  

p l a n n e d  a c t i v i t i e s  c a m e  o f f ,  a l t h o u g h  Ihe p i c n i c  w a s  s m a l l .

M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  m a n y  n e w  p e o p l e  h e l p e d  l e a f l e t  —  i t  w a s  e a s y

t o  m e e t  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a n  i m m e d i a t e  g o a l  w h i c h  p e o p l e  

c o u l d  r i g h t  a w a y  s t a r t  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s .  O n c e  t h e  p a m p h l e t  w a s  

o u t  w e  h a d  the t a b l e  u p  e v e r y  d a y  f o r  2-4 h o u r s .  W e  s t a r t e d  

g e t t i n g  a t t a c k e d  b y  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  n e w s p a p e r .  W e  a s k e d  

P r o f .  A  t o  w r i t e  u p  a  r e s p o n s e .  H e  d i d  a n d  w e  t a l k e d  t o  s i x  

O t h e r  f a c u l t y  via k n e w  v/ho a l s o  s i g n e d  i t .

A  W O R D  A B O U T  T I B S

S e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l  t o  t h e

e x t e n t  t h a t  w e  h o d  b e e n  b u i l d i n g  t i e s  a l l  y e a r .  O n e  a r e a  w a s

| •• •
w i t h  p r o f s .  I n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s  w e  h a d  b e g u n  t o  w o r k  c l o s e l y  

w i t h  a  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  o f  J e n s e n ' s  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  h a d  g o t t e n  

t o  k n o w  w e v e r a l  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  L i f e  S c i e n c e s .  O n e  g r a d  s t u d e n t  

i n  o u r  c l u b  i s  n o w  m a i n l y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  f a c u l t y  a n d  g r a d  s t u d e n t s  

i n  S c i e n c e .  M o s t  o f  t h e  s i g n e r s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  c a m e  f r o m  h i s

f n  fh/o q f i i d r n t
t i e s  i n  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  w r o t e /  ' fix5  6 w n  r e s p b n b e  

t o  a . l e t t e r  a t t a c k i n g  u s .  O t h e r  f a c u l t y  h a d  b e e n  m e t  e a r l i e r

i n  t h e  y e a r  ir a c l a s s r o o m .

F A C U L T Y  ** K E Y  T O  B U I L D I N G  T H E  A N T I * R A C I S T  S T R U G G L E

T h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  l e t t e r s  w a s  f a i r l y  s t r o n g  a n d  

q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t .  A s  w e  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  J e n s e n  p a m p h l e t ,  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  J e n s e n  i s  r a c i s t  r e s t s  oij h i s  b e i n g  u n s c i e n t i f i c .

T h i s  i s  t r u e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  ' s c i e n c e s ' .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  m e d i a  h a s  a t  l e a s t  s e m i - s u c c e s s f u l l y  c r e a t e d  

t h e  i m a g e  o f  J a n s e n i s m  b e i n g  o p p o s e d  o n l y  b y  m i l i t a n t s  o u t s i d e  

t h e  r e s p e c t a b l e  a c a d e m i c  f i e l d s .  H e n c e  s t u d e n t s  o f t e n  a s k e d  u s  

" B u t  w o u l d n ' t  i t  b e  b e t t e r  t o  r e f u t e  h i m  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ? "  P o i n t 

i n g  o u t  t h a t  i n  f a c t  h e  h a d  b e e n ,  b u t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

r e f u t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  d i d n ’ t p r e v e n t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e



m e d i a  f r o m  b e l i e v i n g ,  s p r e a d i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t i n g  h i s  i d e a : : ,  

p l a c e d  u s  i n  a n  e v e n  s t r o n g e r  p o s i t i o n ,  ( s t r o n g e r  t h a n  s i m p l y  

s a y i n g ,  o h  h e ' s  a  r a c i s t  p i g  w h o s e  i d e a s  a r e  u s e d  t o  [ j u s t i f y  

a n d  i n c r e a s e  r a c i s t  o p p r e s s i o n  w h i c h  o f  c o u r s e  v/e a l s o  s a i d . )

T h e n ,  h a v i n g  f a c u l t y  n  t h i s  c a m p u s  b a c k  u s  u p  o n  t h e  n e e d  f o r
■■) r.? g.

a  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t ,  o n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  t a k e  a  s t a n d ,  

m a d e  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  t h e  l o g i c a l  n e x t  s t e p  i n  p e o p l e ' s  e y e s .  

S T U D E N T  N E W S P A P E R .

T h e  o t h e r  a r e a  w h e r e  t i e s  p a i d  o f f  w a s  k n o w i n g  s o m e  o f  1 

t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  D a i l y  C a l . 'We h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  g o t t e n  f r i e n d l y  

w i t h  t h e m  c u r i n g  t h e  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a n .  W h e n e v e r  

s o m e t h i n g  i m p o r t a n t  c a m e  u p  w e  w e n t  t o  t h e m  a n d  s t r u g g l e d  t o  

h a v e  i t  p u t  i n .  S o m e t i m e s  w e  c o n v i n c e d  t h e m  ( u s u a l l y  n o t  i n

o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n )  a n d  o f t e n  n o t  a t  a l l .  T h e  m a i n  t h i n g  w a s  t o

V  ‘. •>' : ' s>d • ' ■ 1 ; : • ■■ ‘ : V  ‘ ■ ' *’• ' ;;; '

t r e a t  t h e m  a s  l o n g - t e r m  a l l i e s ,  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  o r  t h a t  a n t i - r a c i s t  s t r u g g l e .  ’W e  t r i e d  n o t  

t o  g e t  a n g r y  o r  e n d  u p  c a l l i n g  t h e m  p i g s  w h e n  w e  f a i l e d .  W e  m a d e  

o n e  m i s t a k e :  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  ( w h i c h  l a s t e d  3 d a y s ) ,
i • ' ' S'

t h e y  c a m e  o u t  v.'ith a  p o s i t i o n  r e c o m m e n d i n g  a  Y E S  v o t e  o n  t h e
■ * ; | i;./

c o n d e m n a t i o n  g n d  a  N O  v o t e  o n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  s h o u l d  

h a v e  i m m e d i a t e l y  c h a ) l e n g e d  t h i s  u n t e n a b l e  p o s i t i o n  ( T h a t  

t h e  c a m p u s  s h o u l d n ' t  k n o w  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  a n  u n s c i e n t i f i c  

a n d  r a c i s t  t h e o r y  i s  b e i n g  t a u g h t  a t  t h i s  u n i v e r s i t y ? )

T h e  c l o s e n e s s  o f  t h e  v o t e  a n d  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  

p a r a g r a p h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  a  s h a r p e r  r e f e r e n d u m  w o u . l d  

h a v e  b e e n  t a c t i c a l l y  i n c o r r e c t .  W e  m o v e d  m a n y  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  

l e f t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n .  S o m e  j o i n e d  S D S  i n c l u d i n g  

s e v e r a l  M i n o r i t y *  s t u d e n t s .  S o m e  w h o  t h o u g h t  J e n s e n  a  n u t

u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  d a n g e r o u s  h e  i s .  S o m e  w h o  b e l i e v e !  h i m  u n s c i 

e n t i f i c  a r e  n o w  c o n v i n c e d  h e ' s  r  c i s t ;  o t h e r s  b e l i e v e d ’h L m  

r a c i s t  e n d  n o w  s e e  h e ' s  a l s o  u n s c i e n t i f i c .  8 0 0  p a m p h l e t s  

s o l d  i n  1 0  clays b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  S e v e r a l  b l a c k  a n d  

C h i c a n o  s t u d e n t s  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  c a m p a i g n  a n d  a r e  n o w  w o r k i n g  

w i t h  S D S .

P A R T Y  B U I L D I N G  >

T h i s  w a s  a  w e a k  a r e a .  W e  w e r e  t i m i d  a b o u t  r a i s i n g  t h e  

P a r t y  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o  d i d  c o m e  a r o u n d .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h i l e  

o u r  s a l e s  o n  c a m p u s  w e r e  f a i r l y  g o o d ,  s o m e  o f  t h e  n e w l y  i n v o l v e d  

s t u d e n t s  s t i l l  h a d n ' t  s e e n  C h a l l e n g e  a  w e e k  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n .

A  f e w  s t i l l  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  t h e  P L  M a g  a r t i c l e  o n  e u g e n i c s .

T w o  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a  P L  f o r u m  w a s  h e l d  t o  w h i c h  

s o m e  o f  o u r  i m m e d i a t e  b a s e ,  o n e  n e w  p e r s o n  a n d  s o m e  r e v i s i o n i s t s  

c a m e .  W e  a d v e r t i s e d  i t  w i d e l y  a s  " T h e  c o m m u n i s t  v i e w  o n  J e n s e n  

N o  F r e e  S p e e c h  f o r  N a z i  S c h o l a r s "  w i t h  a  p i c t u r e  o f  J e n s e n  

c o v e r e d  b y a  s w a s t i k a .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  w a s ' a  m a s s  

o n e  o n  c a m p u s  b y  t h a t  t i m e ,  i t ' s  n o t  c l e a r  w h y  m o r e  n e w  p e o p l e  

d i d n ' t  c o m e .

T h e  t w o  s t r o n g e s t  p e o p l e  w e  w o n  t o  S D S ,  o n e  b l a c k  a n d  o n e  

w h i t e ,  a r e  b o t h  l e a v i n g  f o r  t h e  s u m m e r ,  a s * a r e . t h e  t h r e e  f a c u l t y  

w h o  a r e  c l o s e s t  t o  u s ,  w h i c h  s h o o t s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  b a s e  

g r o u p .

F O L L O W U P  T O  T H E  C A M P A I G N

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  b e  r e a d y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  c a m p a i g n  e n d s ,  t o  

h a v e  a c t i v i t i e s  p l a n n e d  w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  c o n s o l i d a t e  p e o p l e  

m o v i n g  c l o s e t  t o  S D S  a n d  t o  o f f e r  t h i n g s  t o  d o  t o  p e o p l e  n e w l y  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  i s s u e ,  v/e d e v i s e d  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w h i c h  w a s  

p a s s e d  o u t  i n  r e l  eve n t .  ( p s y c h , o d ,  a n  t h r o ,  s o c i  c l a s s e s . I t



i n c l u d e d  t h e  ' f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s :

/ i r e  r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h i s  c a l s s ?

I f  s o ,  w a s  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  b i a s e d  i n  y o u r  o p i n i o n ?  E x p l a i n ,  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  w a s  J e n s e n ' t  t h e o r y  o f  g e n e t i c  i n f e r i o r i t y  of 

m i n o r i t i e s  a n d  t h e  ' L o w e r  c l a s s '  p r e s e n t e d ?  H o w  a b o u t  

S h o c k l e y  o r  B a n f i e l d ?  A n y  c o m m e n t  o n  h o w  t h e s e  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d ?  

D i d  a n y  o f  y o u r  t e s t  b o o k s  r e f l e c t  w h a t  y o u  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  

r a c i a l  b i a s ?  W h i c h  o n e s  a n d  h o w ?

I f  y o u  a n r w e r e d  y e s  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  a b o v e ,  d o  y o u  t h i n k  s o m e t h i n g

' U m i

s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  t o  c h a n g e  t h i s ?  D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  i d e a s  a b o u t  

h o w  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  d o n e ?

L e a v e  y o u r  n a m e  a n d  n u m b e r  h e r e  i f  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  k n o w i n g  m o r e  

a b o u t  S D S .

T o  t h i s  e x t e n t  t h a t  w e  c a r r i e d  t h i s  p r o j e c t  o u t ,  w e  l e a r n e d  

s o m e  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h o w  r a c i s m  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  

c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s .  S o m e  s t u d e n t s  s e e m e d  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a n s w e r i n g  

t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  1 - 2  s t u d e n t s  p e r  l a r g e  c l a s s  g a v e  u s  t h e i r  

n a m e s .  T h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  w e  h a d  n e w  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  

i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e * . .  G i v e n  t h e  

s u c c e s s  w e  h a d  w i t h  t h i s  c a m p a i g n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  a  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  

s u c h  a  c a m p a i g n  b e g u n  i n  t h e  f a l l  c o u l d  r e a l l y  s n o w b a l l .

S O M E  S T R E N G T H S  A N D  W E A K N E S S E S  I N  C A M P U S  A N T I - R A C I S M  S T R UGGLE,

I n  t h e  p a s t  6 m o n t h s ,  s i n c e  w e  h a v e  b e c o m e  m u c h  m o r e  a c t i v e  o n  c a m p u s  i n  

m o r e  o f  a m a s s  w a y ,  w e  h a v e  i n v o l v e d  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  i n  v a r i o u s  

a n t i - r a c i s t  s t r u g g l e s  ( o r  s t r u g g l e s  i n  w h i c h  r a c i s m  w a s  a t  l e a s t  a n  a s p e c t ) —  

a m o n g  t h e s e  r a l l i e s  a r o u n d  S o u t h e r n  U . , W o u n d e d  Kne e ,  r e p e a t e d  s t r u g g l e  

a g a i n s t  r a c i s m  o f  c a m p u s  n e w s p a p e r ,  o r g a n i z i n g  a g a i n s t  c u t b a c k s  i n  E O P  a n d  

f i n a n c i a l  aid a n d  p r o p o s e d  t u i t i o n  i n c r e a s e  a n d  a f e w  f i g h t s  i n  c l a s s e s  

a r o u n d  r a c i s t  i d e o l o g y  a n d / o r  t e x t b o o k s  a n d  g r a d i n g  p o l i c i e s .  T h e  f i g h t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  w a s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l .  T h e  p a p e r  h a s  r e 

p e a t e d l y  p r i n t e d  r a c i s t  c a r t o o n s  a n d  a r t i c l e s  d e p i c t i n g  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s  as 

" w e l f a r e  s t u d e n t s "  ( f i n a n c i a l  a i d  r e c i p i e n t s ) ,  p u p p e t s  ( r e c e n t l y - e l e c t e d  

s t u d e n t  b o d y  p r e s i d e n t  w h o  is a b l a c k  student w a s  d e p i c t e d  as a " p u p p e t "  

o f  h i s  c a m p a i g n  m a n a g e r ) ,  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  a d  i n f i n i t u m .  O u r 

s e l v e s  a n d  o t h e r s  w r o t e  n u m e r o u s  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  p a p e r ,  t o o k  t h e  i s s u e  t o  

t h e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  B o a r d  a n d  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  a c c u s i n g  the, p a p e r ,  

i n  t h e  p e r s o n  of t h e  e d i t o r  a n d  t h e  c a r t o o n i s t ,  o f  r a c i s m  a n d  r e f u s i n g  t o  

p r i n t  o p p o s i n g  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w .  A s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  o u r  a c t i o n s ,  a  r a c i s t  

c a r t o o n i s t  o n  t h e  s t a f f  w a s  c e n s o r e d  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  i t  h a s  

n o w  b e c o m e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a m a s s  i s s u e  o n  t h e  c a m p u s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a m o n g  

m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s  ( t h e  c a m p u s  is $ 1 %  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s ) .  W e  r a n  f o r  

s t u d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  a n  e s s e n t i a l l y  a n t i - r a c i s t  p l a t f o r m  —  1 p e r s o n  w o n  

( a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  p a r t y  a n d  S D S )  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  c a m e  v e r y  c l o s e .  W e  a r e  

n o w  i n  a g o o d  p o s i t i o n  t o  p u B h  f o r  a  s t u d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  s p o n s o r e d  a n t i - r a c i s m  

c o m m i t t e e  —  a b r o a d e r  g r o u p  t h a n  SDS, w h i c h  c o u l d  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  e x p o s e  a n d  

f i g h t  a g a i n s t  r a c i s t  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  o n  t h e  c a m p u s  i n  g e n e r a l .

A l l  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  g o o d  ( a n d  s i x  p e o p l e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  a p a r t y  s t u d y  g r o u p ) ,  

b u t  o n e  a r e a  w e ' v e  b e e n  w e a k  i n  is t h a t  o f  t y i n g  i n  a l l  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l  

s t r u g g l e s  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e r  p i c t u r e  —  t h e  r e s u r r g e n c e  o f  r a c i s t  i d e o l o g y  a n d  

p r a c t i c e  a n d  h e w  i t  is c o n s c i o u s l y  u s e d  a n d  p u s h e d  b y  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  t o  

o p p r e s s  a n d  e x p l o i t  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t o  k e e p  u s  f r o m  u n i t i n g  a m o n g  o u r 

s e l v e s  a n d  w i t h  t h e  w o r k i n g  clas s .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  " u p p i n g  t h e  a n t e "  a n d  

w i n n i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  a m a s s  w a y  t o  a c l e a r e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  r a c i s m .  U n t i l  

w e  c a n  d e v e l o p  i n  p e o p l e  t h i s  c l a s s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  r a c i s m  s o  t h a t  i t  is 

e a s i l y  r e c o n g n i z e d  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e a c t e d  t o  b y  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  

b o t h  w h i t e  a n d  m i n o r i t y ,  we, as s t u d e n t s ,  w i l l  b e  l i m i t e d  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  e v e r y  

d i v i s i v e  r a c i s t  t r i c k  t h a t  s o m e s  o u h  w a y .  W e  c a n  a n d  m u s t  w i n  p e o p l e  t o  t h e



p a r t y ' s  l i n e  o n  r a c i s m  ... &  t o  t h e  p a r t y .

F I G H T  R E V I S I O N I S M ,  O P P O R T U N I S M  A N D  R A C I S M  I N  T H E  P A R T I  ...

1. M a k e  s u r e  S D S  m a k e s  r e g u l a r  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  o n  c a m p u s  ( v i a  l e a f l e t s ,  

f o r u m s ,  l e t t e r s  t o  e d i t o r  o f  c a m p u s  n e w s p a p e r ,  e t c )  t y i n g  i n  a  c u r r e n t  a n t i 

r a c i s t  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  n e w  w a v e  o f  r a c i s t  i d e o l o g y ,  r a c i s m  h i s t o r i c a l l y

a n d  h o w  a n d  w h y  r a c i s m  h u r t s  a i l  o f  u s .

2 .  B e  m u c h  m o r e  v i g o r o u s  i n  i n i t i a t i n g  a n t i - r a c i s t  s t r u g g l e s  —  p a y i n g  p a r 

t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c l a s s r o o m  w o r k  ( s e v e r a l  b l a c k  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  n o w  i n 

t e r e s t e d  i n  a  s t u d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  s p o n s o r e d  a n t i — r a c i s m  c o m m i t t e e  w e r e  m e t  i n  

t h i s  w a y ) .

3 .  W r i t e  r e g u l a r  G - D  a r t i c l e s  r e :  r a c i s m  a t  C a l  S t a t e  L A  ( s e n d  i n  a t  l e a s t

o n e  a n  i s s u e ) .  E s t a b l i s h  a  r e a l i s t i c  t i m e  a n d / o r  n u m b e r  q u o t a  f o r  p a p e r  

s a l e s .  -

4. M o r e  p a r t y  l i t e r a t u r e  t a b l e s  (at l e a s t  o n c e  a  w e e k )  a n d  p a r t y  f o r u m s  

o n  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  r a c i s m  —  i t ' s  r o l e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n  b u i l d i n g  a n d  

m a i n t a i n i n g  c a p i t a l i s m  a n d  o u r  r o l e  i n  s m a s h i n g  i t  a n d  f i g h t i n g  f o r  w o r k e r s  

r e v o l u t i o n .

5. B u i l d  t h e  p a r t y  s t u d y  g r o u p  —  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  i t  m e e t s  r e g u l a r l y  a n d  

w i n  m e m b e r s  o f  i t  t o  b u i l d i n g  i t  a n d  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  t o  it. D i s c u s s  

C - D  a n d  o t h e r  p a r t y  l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h  p e o p l e .

6. P a y  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a n d  r e c r u i t i n g  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s  

t o  c a m p u s  a c t i v i t y ,  s t u d y  g r o u p  a n d  p a r t y .  C l u b  s h o u l d  r e g u l a r l y  d i s c u s s  

c l u b  m e m b e r s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s .

\ S - Y Y  u

T l p

O N  CL A S S R O O M  A G I S T A T I O N  A G A I N S T  RACISM...

L a s t  qua r t e r  I d i s c o v e r e d  about h a l f - w a y  through the q u a r t e r  that one of the 

a s s i g n e d  books h a d  a n  ex t r e m e l y  racist pas s a g e  i n  it, d e s c r i b i n g  in detail 

w h y  blacks were in f e r i o r  a n d  w h y  it was justifiable t o  a l l o w  f o r  separation 

b e t w e e n  the races. It was p o o r l y  f o o t n o t e d  a n d  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  statement b y  

t h e  a u t h o r  which a l l u d e d  to the fact t hat the m a i n  p r o b l e m  w ith sla v e r y  was 

its " u nhappy influence on w h i t e  people". I raised it im m e d i a t e l y  i n  class, 

sugges t i n g  that s ucn a  b o o k  sho u l d  not b e  u s e d  in class, that rac i s m  was 

b e i n g  p r e s e n t e d  as truth, that s uch views w ere s o c i a l l y  dangerous, etc.

(I had not, however, b u i l t  a base in class to the extent where I could a n d  

shou l d  have di s c u s s e d  it w i t h  others first). The profes s o r s  response was 

completely defensive, saying he w a s n ' t  responsible for som e t h i n g  someone else 

said a long time ago. I fought, o f  course, a n d  got s ome nods of agreement 

a n d  a  few comments a f t e r  class. But n o  one else j o i n e d  in the discussion.

Not feeling that I h a d  a d e q u a t e l y  g o t t e n  m y  point across, I w r o t e  a  leaflet 

ex p l a i n i n g  h o w  raci s m  hurts -everyone, t y i n g  it in w i t h  the recent revival of 

racist i deology a n d  various aspects of rac i s m  on the campus. The t e a c h e r  

gave m e  five minutes at the end of class t o  discuss it, dur i n g  whi c h  he con

ceded that the b o o k  was "in b a d  taste", but m o s t l y  a t t a c k e d  me. Again, 

n o b o d y  spoke in class (by the way, this was a l o w e r  d i v i s i o n  class, m o s t l y  

fre s h m a n  a n d  sophomores, p r o b a b l y  h alf m i n o r i t y  students). A f t e r  class 

s everal peo p l e  t old m e  t hey really r e s p e c t e d  me for st a n d i n g  up for w hat I 

b e l i e v e d  in a n d  fig h t i n g  the t e a c h e r  a n d  a g r e e d  that the b o o k  s h o u l d  not be 

used. Finally, the l ast w e e k  of classes, I c i r c u l a t e d  a p e t i t i o n  to remove the 

b o o k  f rom the course, w h i c h  a b out 10 o u t  o f  35 people signed. Three of those 

p e o p l e  —  b l a c k  students —  h a v e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  become i n t e rested in the a n t i 

r a c i s m  committee we are try i n g  to f o r m  in the student government. The outcome 

was g e n e r a l l y  p o s i t i v e  (but the b o o k  is still b e i n g  used).

I l e a r n e d  a lot from m y  mistakes a b out h o w  t o  do this t o  get max i m a l  results 

as f a r  as fighting r a c i s m  in classes a n d  rac i s m  a n d  c ynicism i n  students.

1. If we want to do this succes s f u l l y  w e  m ust start b u i l d i n g  a  base the first 

d a y  i n  class (espec i a l l y  on the 1 0 - w e e k  q uarter system). Try t o  arr a n g e  y o u r 

s chedule so y o u  can come to class early a n d  t a l k  t o  people, s e l l  C-D, pass out



l e a f l e t s  a b o u t  w h a t e v e r  is g o i n g  o n  a t  the time a n d  m a k e  annou n c e m e n t s  about 

s a m e  b e f o r e  c l a s s  s t a r t s ,  i f  p o s s i b l e .  S p e n d  some time a f t e r  class talking 

t o  p e o p l e .  A l l  t h i s  c a n  be d o n e  i n  e v e r y  c l a s s .

2. R e a d  the books a s s i g n e d .  M a n y  books aren't as o b v iously bla t a n t  as the 

U n h e a v e n l y  C i t y  —  m a n y  h a v e  racist pages, paragraphs, chapters, etc* I had 

a p s y c h o l o g y  b o o k  t h i s  quarter w h i c h  su p p o r t e d  the g e n e t i c  t h e o r y  of intel

l i g e n c e  i n  the l a s t  chapter. I didn't d i s c o v e r  it until I was stu d y i n g  .for 

t h e  fin a l .

3. P a r t i c i p a t e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  c l a s s  di s c u s s i o n  —  t r y  to a v o i d  exchanges or 

" r u n n i n g  b a t t l e s "  b e t w e e n  y o u r s e l f  a n d  the teacher. M ake e v e r y  effort to 

b r o a d e n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  oth e r  students. Discussing things bef o r e 

h a n d ,  l i k e  i f  y o u  i n t e n d  t o  b r i n g  u p  a p a r t i c u l a r  topic, c o uld help.

4. N o t  a l l  p r o f s  a r e  h a r d - c o r e  racists. Some are. There are differences. 

C u l t i v a t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  more progre s s i v e  ones is important. W e  

s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  o u t l o o k  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  w i n  some o f  t h e m  a n d  a l l y  w i t h  t hem 

i n  t h e s e  a n t i - r a c i s t  s t r u g g l e s .  I n  f a c t ,  if we don't, t h ere is the dan g e r  

o f  p u t t i n g  f o r t h  t h i s  a n t i - r a c i s t  s t r u g g l e  as student against teacher.

5. If y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  l a u n c h  a s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  a book, start tal k i n g  t o  

o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  it. G e t  s o m e  a l l i e s  before y o u  start.

6. M a k e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  w i n  a s  m a n y  in the class b e f o r e  c irculating a 

p e t i t i o n .  W e  w a n t  t o  w i n  a n d  w e  can i f  w e  do it right. Try to get tog e t h e r  

a d e l e g a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c l a s s  a n d  p o s s i b l y  other sections of the same class to 

c o n f r o n t  t h e  p r o f e s s o r .  A l w a y s  confront the p r o f e s s o r  first befo r e  g o i n g  to 

t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  I f  n one o f  these things work, m a k i n g  it pub l i c  on 

t h e  c a m p u s  s o m e t i m e s  d o e s  t h e  trick.

7. T h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  r a c i s m  i n  the c l a ssroom must be t i e d  in w i t h  the

s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  r a c i s t  i d e o l o g y  a n d  h o w  raci s m  hurts us all —  otherwise,
sounding

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  isn't clear a n d  y o u  run the r isk of^missionary, 

i f  y o u ' r e  w h i t e .

8. W e  s h o u l d  h a v e  f r e q u e n t  p a r t y  f o r u m s ,  leaflets, etc. o n  various aspects 

o f  r a c i s m .

9. N o w  a n d  t h e n  w e  h e a r  r u m o r s  t h a t  "so-and-so is a J e n s e n i s t " . . . w e  should' 

b e  w i l l i n g  t o  t a  k e  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  a n d  g e t  others t o  take t h e m  w i t h  us.

?LP
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History is the testing ground for theory. Y e t  we often think that 

histor'r is 1 9 A 5, 1917, 1939, and not 1965-1973. W e  forget that wa are 

m a k i n g  h i s t o r y  right n o w  l T o  m ake h i s t o r y  correctly, we m u s t  analyse critically 

the h i s t o r y  we've alr e a d y  trade. W e  don't do this nea r l y  enough. We 

a n a l a y e  h i s t o r y  ( e . g „  Eugenics article, 7th Co m i n t e r n  article ), b u t  not 

o u r  own. We expound on r e v o l u t i o n a r y  experience in Ceylon, ohina, Greece,

N o rth Korea— b u t  not on our own. We d o  e x c ellent analyses of the current 

rel a t i o n s  of forces in the world, b u t  often d o  not zero in on w hat PLP 

is doirg about tht^gge forces. W hat we need to add to all these excellent 

a r t i c l e s  are in-depth, d etailed a nalyses of the party's experience in 

v a r i o  s areas of w o rk. W h y  our p o l itical line changed, why our style 

o f  work changed, h o w  these changes occurred, the effects of different  

tactics an^ di f f e r e n t  mass lines, the role of l e a d e r s h i p  and democratic 

c e n t r a l i s m  in the outcome of a c t i v i t i e s .  This is w h a t  M - L  is all a b o u t -  

a n a l y s i n g  the concrete situation you' r e  in scientifically and self-critically.

Some articles which a o p r o ^ h  this current-history, self-critical  

m e t h o d  include the article on subver t i n g  public h i g h  schools, the article 

on G I  organizing b y  M a c k  & 5 a H i e  Smith, the article on SDS a n d  the anti-war 

m o v ement, and Inside PL. Sven these articles ten d e d  to be anecdotal, arid 

not a n a l y t i c a l .  In m a n y  areas, t.he party does not y e t  have a couple of 

s o lid y e ars of struggle w h i c h  co-id justify such a historical-type article.

But t h ere are several areas where we could do this.

Con s i d e r  the rublished work on the student m ovment. The b e s t  article 

was the one on the a n ti-war moAient. Sven this art i c l e  lac k e d  a detailed 

exposition and analysis of the role of the party, h o w  the party functioned,



or the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  style of work and mass l i n ^  in particluar^ cases 

a r o u n d  the country. The main emphasis in the article was t o  characterize 

the general period, analyse the operations of various forces (liberal 

politi c i a n s ,  Mike Ansara, r e v i s i o n i s m s ), and d r a w  a few c onclusions about 

f u t u r e  paths open to the par t y *  But the p a t h s — fighting r a c i s m  w i t h  a 

n o n s e c t a r i a n  style of work b y  doing cl a s s r o o m  w o r k — w ere not b a s e d  on a 

s e l f - c r i t i c a l  evolution of the period which was coming to a close. The 

a r t i c l e  failed to c a r efully examine the ties of the party to various student 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  (probably a reflection of our l ack of ties in that period). Nor  

d i d  it dis c u s s  h o w  the p a rty put for w a r d  various strategies and tactics within 

d i f f e r e n t  groups and in d i f ferent situations. One event w h i c h  should have 

b e e n  ana l y s e d  but never was was the party's role in 1970 NPAC convention.

A s e l f - c r i t i c a l  analysis could have sho w n  us that our tactics and political  

l i n e  there (confrontation on the issue of liberal politicians) l e d  to a 

f e w  people joinirg SDS, b u t  that a di f f e r e n t  line (build local a nit-war 

act i o n s  b y  principled struggle primarily in wo r k s h o p s )  w o u l d  h ave given us 

m u c h  b e t t e r  results. Such an a c c o u n t  w o u l d  have l aid the basis for the 

a n t i - s e c t a r i a n  conclusions of the a n ti-war student mov m e n t  article . An 

i nternal renort on student w o r k  a f e w  months b a c k  m a r k e d  an effort to self-

e r i t i c a l l y  discuss our sectarian style of work, w h ich was i d e n tified as the 

f a c t o r  causing us to fail to win the a n ti-war mov e m e n t  t o  become an anti- 

i m p e r i a l i s t  ro-^nent under PLP influence and/or leadership. But the report was  

u n n e c e s s a r i l y  short, and while the general conclusions were-correct, there was 

v e r y  little in the r e p o r t  itself to b e  convincing. One report w h i c h  I f o und  

to b e  v e r y  helpful was the internal on N AK. The a pproach taken b y  the author 

was, after i dentifying the forces around, showed h o w  the party rel a t e d  to t h e m  

in a detailed fashion, and h o w  the party could develop its work w i t h  that

g r o u p .  N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  r e p o r t  w a s  s h o r t  b e c a u s e  it d e a l t  w i t h  one 

c o n f e r e n c e .  3 u t  w h y  c o u l d n ' t  w e  h a v e  a l o n g e r  r e p o r t ,  j u s t  as d e t a i l e d ,  

o n  t h e  s t u d e n t  w o r k  i n  g e n e r a l ?  T h a t  w o u l d  b e  c r e a t i v e  M - L .

I  a m  n o t  c o n t e n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  d o n e .  I ' m  s u r e

t h e  N C  h a s  d i s c u s s e d  s u c h  e v e n t s  in d e t a i l  a n d  h a v e  r e a c h e d  a c e r t a i n

u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  as s h o w n  b y  t h e  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  h  a v e  o c c u r r e d  in c u r  w o r k .

B u t  t h e  p a r t y ' s  r a n k - a n d - f i l e  needs t o  k n o w  m o r e  t h a n  a s u m m a r y  t o

u n d e r s t a n d ,  a n d ^ c a r r y  out, n e w  l i n e s  of though!’ a n d  p r a c t i c e ;  f u t u r e  c o m m u n i s t s

n e e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  in a n  a c c e s s i b l e  f o r m ,  n o t  j u s t  i n  a C a s u a l  w a y  th e

UeoJl ef
T h e  n e e d  f o r  s u c h  a n a l y s i s  h a s  c o m e  h o m e  t o  me m o s t  c l e a r l y  in t h e  

3 1  m o v e m e n t .  V i r t u a l l y  n o t h i n g  e x i s t s  f r o m  l e f t - w i n g  w o r k  in t h e  m i l i t a r y .

T»7e k n o w  t h e r e  w e r e  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 s  o f  3 1 s  m a r c h i n g  in P a r i s ,  a n d  in t h e  P a c i f i c  * 

a f t e r  V ^ T I ; w e  k n  o w  o f  a c e n t r a l i z e d ,  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  G I  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  

e x i s t e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  f o r  a w h i l e ;  w e  k n o w  o f  U S  m u t i n i e s  i n  WuTI.

B u t  w e  d o n ' t  k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  w o r k  w a s  d o n e ,  l e a v i n g  u s  w i t h  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  

h i s t o r i a n ’s n o t i o n  of s p o n t a n e i t y ,  o r  m o r e  o f t e n ,  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l ,

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  w r i t e  t h e  k i n d  of a r t i c l e  I ' v e  p r o p o s e d  i n  g e n e r a l  on 

t h e  o a r t y ' s  3 1  w o r k .  T o  d o  t h i s  I  n e e d  r e p o r t s  f r o m  a l l  c o m r a d e s  w h o

h a v e  b e e n  in t h e  s e r v i c e  arari o r  w h o  h a v e  h a d  t h e  a r m y  w o r k  as a p r i m a r y  c o n 

c e n t r a t i o n .  I p r o p o s e  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  a r t i c l e  a r o u n d  t h e  x x r & x  v a r i o u s  m a s s  

l i n e s  w e  h a v e  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  T h e s e  w e n t  c h r c n o ¥ j i c a l l y , I b e l i e v e ,  

f r o m  n o t h i n g ,  t o ' S m a s h  t h e  B o s s e s  A r m e d  F o r c e s ^  to * 3 t o p  R a c i s m ,  H a r a s s m e n t ,

*// /  y  .( j

a n d  the W a r ,  t o  S t o p  R a c i s m  and H a r a s s m e n t ,  t o  S m a s h  R a c i s m — F r e e  B i l l y  S m i t h ,

to ''stop H a r a s s m e n t — 'Ion-Judicial P u n i s h m e n t  b y  an e l e c t e d  E X  b o a r d  i- S t o p  R a c i s m . "  

G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  in l i n e  o c c u r r e d  a t  p a r t y  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  I'd



l i k e  - v c o d e  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  d a t e s  a s  p r e c i s e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I t h i n k  t h e  

r - - o r i s  s h o d - *  - I s o  h e  o r g a n i s e d  a r o u n d  o u r  c h a n  fre e  i n  m a s s  l i n e  as f a r

p o s s i b l e .  P e r h a p s  m o re  i r . n o r i a nt t h e n  o u r  m a s s  l i n e  w a s  o u r  s t y l e  o f  w o r k  

i n  t h e  I I F .  T h e b e  •yAO '-d* -r.r. s h o u ld  b e  r a i s e d  c h r o n c l ^ g i c a l l y ,  s u m m a r i z e d

m a s s  l i n e s v c o ->;'.ntT o u t  v a r i o u s  p a r t y  m e e t i n g s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s’ row. n4 t h e  m as s  K n ;6S

:<rhi.c'h  s h o d - !  b r- ■' o c u

ve  e c  ̂  i j  T] 'h ft r  c  ** a n d t h

s c c o u n t  o f  be.? s e b u i i  ,.jJ. v

tfha t c 1* 1 - - nr ,  a r c P j>c

0 “ . t I n u ^  w h e n r o o d 0

o u t •a n d  w a s  i f  h e l p f u l  c o n c r e t e l y  a s  a n  i n t e r n a l  f o r m  o f  s t r u g g l e  a n d  in

b u l l ' ■ '* V". -y r . T  r‘iiowerteni a n d  t h e  !ir L  t  o

I ' d  l i k e  t o ^dd'.in ps. s s i n g  t?ist C A M P  N e w s  i s

r e  "'or■t b e c a u s e  thisy a r e  i n t e r e s t e < :i i n  h o w  a  d i s c i

f u n c t i o n s — a n d  t h e  A r m y  C lu b  w a s  it! S e c o n d l y ,  w i t h  o u r  p h a s i n g  o u t  o f  

3 1  w o r k ,  t h e  p a r t y  s h o u l d  d e l i c a t e l y  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  d e t a i l e d  a n d  w r i t t e n  out, 

o r  m u c h  o f  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  ” 11-1 b e  l o s t — a f t e r  a l l ,  i t  w o n ' t  b e  t o o  m a n y  y e a r s  

b e f o r e  t h e  p a r t y  w i l l  m a k e  a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r m y  a g a i n ,  a n d  t h i s  t i m e  

m e  s h o u l d  h a v e  n o r ®  e y n e r i e n c e  a n d  a n a l y s i s  t c  d r a w  o n .  S o  l e t ’s w r i t e  t h o s e  

r e p o r t s  a n d  s e n d  t h e m  t o  m e !  9 1 -Mr R i c h m o n d  H w y .  A p t .  6 - F ,  F t .  B e l v o i r ,  V a .  22060.

O u r  p a r t y  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a c l e a r  i n s i g h t  t h a t  e c o n o m i c  d e t e r m i n i s m  is 

a r e a c t i o n n a r y  i d e o l o g y  w h i c h  l e a d s  u s  to s i t  b a c k  and l e t  h i s t o r y  t a k e  i t s  

( c a p i t a l i s t )  c o u r s e .  ¥ e  k n o w  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y  

h a v e  p r o p e l l e d  h i s t o r y  f o r w a r d  b y  l e a d i n g  t h e  m a s s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  o p p r e s s o r s .

C-

T h e r e  a r e  o b j e c t i v e  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  w h a t  can b e  d o n e  in a n y  h i s t o r i c a l  

p e r i o d ,  b u t  right, n o w  w e  a r e  in a p e r i o d  w h e n  s o c i a l i s m  a n d  the t r a n s i t i o n  

t o  c o m m u n i s m  is h i s t o r i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e .  T h e  m a k i n g  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  t o d a y  

i s  p r i m a r i l y  c o n d i t i o n e d  b y  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  i n t e g r a t e  w i t h  t h e  m a s s e s ,  r a i s e  o u r  

m a s s  a n d  i n d e o e n d e n t  l i n e  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  b u i l d  t h e  p a r t y ,  a l w a y s  s k i l l f u l l y  

u s i n g  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  c r i s e s  (war, r e c e s s i o n ,  e t c )  w h i c h  

xjs n l a g u e  c a p i t a l i s m  t o  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s  r e v o l u t i o n  a ^ n y  g i v e n  

t i m e .  N o w ,  t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  s h o u l d  b e  r e f l e c t e d  b y  h a v i n g  a h e a l t h y  n u m b e r  

o f  a r t i c l e s  on o u r  own r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r a c t i c e  in P L  M a g a z i n e .  N o t  to d o  so 

i s  a s i g n  o f  c r e e p i n g  d e t e r m i n i s m  in o u r  t h i n k i n g .

PL?

Qc.



WHO NEEDS TO FIGHT RACISM?

WHY SHOULD A REVOLUTIONARY FIGHT RACISM?

Why do we, as communists, believe that the most important 

thing to do now (to better build the party and revolution) is to 

fight racism? Why do we,as students, think that of a l l  the crap 

pushed in universities (individualism, cynicism, sexism, nationalism, 

anti-communism e tc .)  it  happens to be racist ideology that is the 

particular component in the barrage of ruling-class bullshit that has 

got to be wiped out rather than the others? Why, as workers, are 

fights for preferential hiring and upgrading and against racist firings  

to be given pr io r ity  to fights against, say, forced overtime or safety etc?

It  probably seems pretty strange ( i f  not outright racist) for 

a party member to raise such basic questions. Needless to say, they 

are not asked merely rhetorically, but, rather, with a great deal of 

concern. This is because there has been a certain amount of reluctance 

in both our t .u .  and student work to maintain at a l l  times a principled 

position with regard to the anti-racist figh t, and this indicates that 

we party members must not always see the fight against racism as being 

an absolutely necessary revolutionary ac t iv ity .  I f  we are not sure 

of our anti-rac is t stance in principle, how can we ever hope to obliterate  

racism in fact from our party much less from the entire working class?

Our club here in Buffalo (s e lf -c H t lc a l  of our fa ilu re  to 

sustain an anti-rac ist fight among workers and students, and concluding 

that we ourselves might not be fu lly  won to fight racism) has made a 

number of attempts to answer the above questions. We have come up with 

some damn good reasons, of course, but some of us are not yet satisfied  

that they are the only reasons or the best reasons that might help in

winning others to the struggle.

First of a l l ,  we agreed that racism is monsterously lethal 

to members of the international working class. Bosses' racism has 

k illed  millions of non-white working people abroad, and murders 

thousands more in deadly ghettoes and sweatshops here at home.

Where i t  does not k i l l ,  i t  malms, deforms and dehumanizes: none of 

the bosses'other Ideas serve so d irectly  to physically rot-out masses 

of workers.
reel sm

Secondly, allows the ruling-class to Isolate the extremely 

militant leadership of non-white minorltyes from the broader, white 

working class majority in the U.S. Non-whites see ruling class 

onaresston most clearly, and are also the most ready to fight back.

Ghetto and prison rebellions have shown that the bosses do not have 

things so firmly under control, and that they go apeshit In the face 

of sharp struggle. Revolution can best be promoted through an alliance 

with these most m ilitant forces.

Race hatred also feeds fascism, and can be stimulated by 

bosses almost at w ill until I i t  precipitates into race war. By setting 

white and non-white workers at each others throats and then re tir ing  to 

some remote hideaway, the bosses could effective ly  defuse any (otherwise 

genuinely revolutionary) communist movement that had failed to rid i ts e lf  

of racism. (Is this race war /  bosses' ace-in-the-hole argumentcurrent 

elsewhere? Is anyone familiar with the history of racial conflicts  

in the U.S. e .g . with Native Americans, Orientals, Mexicans etc.?)

Like the Vietnam war, racist practices by the gov't and its  

bosses expose the system as ruthless and inhuman, and can be eminently 

useful in discrediting U.S. "Democracy," and moving masses of workers to 

the le f t .  (AntI-communists like to accuse us of "exploiting" minority



problems; do any of us believe there is even a grain of tru th  to i t? )

During the present period of hightened competition in i n t ' l  

markets, and with the decline of U.S. hegemony in them, racism is 

esp ec ia lly  useful to the ru ling  class in ex to rt ing  maximum p ro f its  out 

of workers' hides. This i n t ' l  competition probably accounts for the 

current ra c is t  offensive in the u n ivers ity  ies (Jensen, Banfield et a l . )  

as well as for continually  r is in g  prices, lower wages (slave welfare labor) 

speed up and increased la y -o f fs .

The a n t i - r a c is t  f ig h t  is pa ten tly  central to our struggle 

for socialism, but we have, nevertheless, been other than adamant in 

f ig h t in g  racism both in our t .u .  and student work. Our sds e f fo r ts  

last semester, fo r example, tended to d iss ipate  into f ig h ts  only 

p er ip h era l ly  re lated  to the f ig h t  against rac is t  ideas. In our attempt 

to stop the arming of campus cops, we did not adequately t i e - i n  

the issues of guns and law and order t ig h t ly  enough with that of 

ra c is t  ideology. We almost succumbed in the end to an opportunist 

a ll ia n c e  with mere p a c if is ts .

Probably the main reason we did not have much success in 

convincing others of the need to f ig h t racism a was because we were 

not convinced a l l  that well ourselves. What is needed is a deeper 

p o l i t ic a l  understanding among party members of the meaning of the 

a n t i - r a c is t  f ig h t  for revolution in the U.S.A. I t  may be that th is  

confusion is confined to us in Buffalo, what do other people think?

P.S. Another argument we hear from students against f i g h t i n g  r a c i s t  

ideology is that " I t 's  not the ideas, but the c o n c r e t e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  

racism that we should be fighting" or "Everyone knows t h a t  wha t  s 

taught in school is bullshit, no need to kick a dead h o r s e . "  Our answer  

to these arguments is to p o i n t  o u t  that the r u l i n g  c l a s s  u n d e r s t a n d s ,  even  

i f  we don't, that it  is worth millions of d o l l a r s  t o  them t o  s e t  up 

and run universities which have as their MAIN p u r p o s e  p u s h i n g  r a c i s t  

ideology - -  that racist practices requite racist ideology, and t h a t  

its just wishful thinking to say t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e n ' t  i n  f a c t  s t r o n g l y  

affected by what's taught at the universities. But i s  i t  t r u e  

that the universities are mainly set up t o  push  r a c is m ?  We t h i n k  

the answer Is Yes, but its not an o b v i o u s  p o i n t .  A f t e r  a l l ,  many p e o p le  

point out that *ax lots, i f  not most, c o u r s e s  a r e  t e c h n i c a l ,  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  

p o li t ic a l .  Superficially it  appears as i f  universities were m a i n l y  se t  

up to teach a variety of job sk i l ls ,  not ideology, ' t s  t r u e  a l o t  o f  j o b s  

require sk ills  learned at college. We think, however, t h a t  i f  i t  were 

just a question of various job sk i l ls ,  it  would be MUCH more e f f i c i e n t  and 

cheaper for the ruling class to have on-the-job t r a i n i n g  . Even advanced  

theory is better learned in conjunction with p r a c t i c a l  w o r k .

The history of vocational trade schools sheds some l i g h t  on t o d a y s  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

In 1881, Colonel Richard T. Archmuty, a p r o m i n e n t  a r c h i t e c t  f r o m  a w e a l t h y  

New York family, established the New Y ork  T ra d e s  S c h o o l .  T h i s  s c h o o l  

made no attempt to provide for an e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  any s o r t  o f  " c u l t u r a l "  

value; i t  offered short vocational c o u r s e s  aimed a t  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  

(bricklaying, plumbing, e tc ). Archmuty p r o m is e d  e m p l o y e r s  t h a t  h i s  

students would work for l o w e r  w ages ,  and that as a s p e c i a l  s i d e  b e n e f i t ,  

the graduates of his training school w o u ld  be free f r o m  u n i o n  c o n t r o l .

J . P .  Morgan subsidized him with a half million dollar grant. The AF o f  I



had union-run apprenticeship programs, and was incensed at Archmuty's 

school. At one point Archmuty even sent his students in to break up a 

local s t r ik e .  Thus, vocational t ra in in g ,  s u p e r f ic ia l ly  devoid of 

p o l i t ic a l  content, was h is to r ic a l ly  the object of a very p o l i t ic a l  struggle  

over which class would control i t .  Un ivers it ies  teach necessary job 

s k i l ls ,  sure; but i ts  for purely ideological reasons that students 

are forced to get these job s k i l ls  by attending un ive rs it ies  f u l l  time 

with required courses in Sociology, Western Civ. Psychology e t c . ,  rather  

than getting these s k i l ls  in union-run apprentice and on-the-job  

t ra in in g  programs. S o c ia lis t  education would be on-the-job oriented, so 

as to e lim inate  the d iv id ion between mental and manual labor. Un ivers it ies  

as they ex is t  today would not e x is t ,  because th e ir  present form is due to  

the bosses ideological needs, not to the need for job s k i l l s .

ANTI-COMMUNISM AND THE PARTY’S WORK IN NEW HAVEN

Two members of PL have been in New Haven, Conn, for the past ten 

months. Despite some success in starting SDS here and winning people to 

sell Challenge the work has been hurt by anti-communism. We think dis

cussing anti-communism is beginning to help us correct our mistakes and is 
clarifying our understanding of what are our crucial tasts.

Anti-communism is an ideology developed by the ruling class to separate 

the working class movement from the ideas and leadership of communists.

Through spreading the ideology of anti-communism, the rulers hope to contain 

the movement against them. Usually their strategy involves isolating and 

smashing communists first and then attacking the movement as a whole, once 

it has been deprived of communist leadership.

Anti-communism works to discredit the idea of revolution - of w orkers’ 

control of state power - and to confine working class struggle to ’acceptable’

(to the ru lers) reform s. Anti-communism amounts to a cefense of capitalism  - 

3^pu may not like things now but life would be much worse under communism'.

Anti-communism is the rulers’ main weapon when things look bad for them. It 

will destroy us and the movements we are building unless we constantly fight 
it. )

The recent experience of PL in New Haven shows how anti-communism can grow 

out of the party’s sown work. No doubt about it - the ruling class maintains 

a constant barrage of anti-communist ideas. And thses ideas are present in 

ourselves, our friends, in the mass movement. But the way we as communists 

carry out the line, the character of our relationships with our base - these deter
mine whether anti-communism will be defeated or built.

The January 20th demonstration in Washington brought the p a rty  closer to 

a number of students and professionals. We met a group of about ten  students 

who were interested in starting SDS at Yale. Of these ten̂  th re e  o r  four were 

especially attracted to PL. As 'independent radicals’ they liked our boldnes, 

about putting forward revolution, they liked the working-class orien tation  of



Challenge, and most of all the fact that we considered it possible to build a 

mass student movement. Two of these people began selling Challenge with us 

on campus. They gave some money to the party and started involving their 

friends in building SDS. Another guy, though he was unwilling to sell the 

paper (we never tried hard to convince him to) sold PL lit informally to his 

friends and became the main SDS organizer.
Four months later none of these people are close. The two who sell Challenge 

wouldn’t come to May Day and the SDS conference. The SDS leader makes 
overt anti-PL digs and is working with a liberal/revisionist ’community 

newspaper'. What went wrong ?
The two standard responses: anti-communism was too strong in these 

individuals to start with or the mass movement wasn’t built don’t apply here.

SDS grew modestly at Yale and these people weren’t especially anti -communist 

when we first met them. Ostensibly they disagreed with PL’s line on the 

primacy of fighting racism xurixon campus, fighting racist ideology. But this 

line came out clearly in the Jan. 20th demo and in the lit that first attracted 

them.
The main problem was that the two of us in PL didn’t agree with the line 

on racism ourselves. This same out a number of ways:

1) Putting forward the line in discussion with these friends in a dogmatic 

and abstract way. This in and of itself built anti-communism and obviously 

didn’t win them.
2) Not developing a strategy for fighting racism on campus. We dragged 

our feet on researching racist profs, and tended to do all the research by our

selves. We presented opposing these racists to SDS meetings as just one more 

good thing we could do or we described the professors as bad guys who, among 

other things, were racist. In effect SDS’s anti-racist emphasis was limited

to the party inserting phrases in leaflets about marine recruiters and Wounded 

Knee.

3) We won no minority students to SDS. We let the existence of a largely 

foreign student Challenge Club and an easily-achieved MECHA/SDS alliance 

cover up our racism. Our friends met through political work at Yale were 

almost all white. Black students came to SDS meetings but we didn’t go out of

our way to get to know them. We also didn't make this an issue with the other 
SDSers at Yale.

_ Given the fact that we in PL didn’t agree with the line on racism we couldn’t 

build an anti-racist movement and the line began to appear like a dogmatic fetish to 

students around the party. The situation was exacerbated by general opportunism 

which resulted in our not setting up a study group for months even though several 

students sold Challenge with us and even though one guy wanted to join PL. This 

failure to set up a study group made our closest friends feel like we just 

wanted them to be SDSers, that we considered them somehow incapable of 

becoming communists, that we weren’t interested in struggle over the line, 

and finally that we ourselves were just interested in building reform fights!

Our relationship with these people became corrupt - we gave them dirrectives 

about SDS work to be done, if they balked we used our friencfehip as a lever.

They began to take le$  initiative figuring out how to build SDS. We sometimes 

applied a sectarian corrective of long discussions of abstract and minor parts

of PL’s line. As new people joined SDS, we spent less time with these initial 
friends.

Some conclusions which might apply to the party's work elsewhere:

1) Anti-communism thrives pn opportunism and cynicism. To the extent 
that these outlooks are present in PL members, anti-communism will be 
tremendously increased in the party's base.

2) We should be honest and critical about our level of agreement with the 

line. There was plenty of struggle about the line on racism in our club. The 

two of us from New Haven always hedged in describing our practice. We 
didn’t bring out the full extent of our disagreement until we were pushed. We 
made it impossible for the club to help us develop a strategy for SDS and a 

strategy for winning our friends to a strong anti-racist position. Carrying out- 
a line reluctantly inevitably builds anti-communism.



3) Not having a concrete plan for recruitment turned our closest friends 

into enemies. Opportanism doesn't even work on its own terms'- these people 

became incapable of even being good reform fighters. Our relationships be

come corrupt if we don't have a plan for advancing people to a higher leve o 

agreement, understanding, and committment.

A l t h o u g h  m y  experiences a r e  s o mewhat limited, w h a t  I h a v e  lea r n e d  can b e  

usef u l  to others in bui l d i n g  a base. I work for a small p u b l i s h i n g  company, 

a b o u t  ISO employees, m o s t l y  m i d d l e  class professionals, I was attempting  

to organize a uni o n  drive and dev e l o p  relationships with the peop l e  I w ork 

with a n d  b r i n g  them closer to the par t y s  ideas. This b e g a n  a b o u t  a  y ear 

a n d  a h a l f  ago, iXis report will d eal mai n l y  w i t h  w h a t  I d i d n ' t  do, since 

that is the m ost use f u l  criticism I feel I can m ake a b o u t  the work.

Get t i n g  the u n ion drive sta r t e d  w a s n ' t  too difficult since there w ere 

a number of issues that concerned peo p l e - n o  heal t h  care, p a y  differentials, 

w o r k  loads, etc, Even rai s i n g  communist ideas and w i n n i n g  the r e s p e c t  of 

the o t her workers w a s  ndssible. M a n y  p e o p l e  fe^t t hat signing u p  for t h e  u n i o n  

was a good idea b u t  m ost w ere not w i l l i n g  right, off to .lump in a n d  b e c o m e  

a c t i v e  a n d  open organizers a g a i n s t  the company. The steering committee, with  

t h e  exception o f  one or two people, was a r e a c t i o n a r y  group w h o s e  intent was to 

k e e p  the struggle from growing,

i .
The extent o f  m y  b a s e b u i l d i n g  w a s  a few lunches a n d  dinners a n d  the f e w  

social events t h e  u n i o n  or g a n i z i n g  c o m mittee held, I h a d  no real strategy to 

develop a n y  r e l a tionships in a systematic way. Discussing w h y  workers n eed 

unions and w h y  communists are n e c e s s a r y  is correct, b u t  w i t h o u t  a consistent p l a n  

to develop real friendships these ideas are meaningless. This m e ans t hat I 

did not have a p l a n  to get to k n o w  a n y o n e  (with the e x c eption o f  one woman) out s i d e  

o f  a few discussions. The q u e s t i o n  is w h y  I was afra i d  to dev e l p p  communist 

relationships? M o w  does m y  a t t i t u d e  reflect a r e v i s i o n i s t  tendency? First, it 

suggests the feeling t hat p e o p l e  don't l ike communism, t h e y  d o n't w ant to b e  

struggled with. S ure it's t rue t h a t  peo p l e  don't l ike to b e  struggled witlte- 

m o s t  say y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  the right, it's a n  individual de c i s i o n  to b e c o m e  involved 

of not, w h a t e v e r  the issue is, Even w h e n  peop l e  a g ree that the issue

is c orrect t h e y  sometimes say, yeah, b u t  what's in it f o r  me, o r  I r e a l t y  don't



think it's wor t h  it, you c a n ’t w i n  a n y w a y  so w h y  bother, A.t first, most 

reoDle r e s p o n d  this w a y  to fiphtiner back, I was politely told to b u g  o f f  a n d  

stop oressurinf? peop l e  into doinsr things t he* .lust d i d n ’t w a n t  t o  do. I t ’s 

true that you c a n ’t force people, b u t  w h a t  evidence was there that- peo p l e  

d i d n ’t w a n t  to do anythin?? T think I was m a i n l y  c o n cerned w i t h  w h a t  the 

ri?ht. was doine and n o t  seeinnr the real po t e n t i a l  for develo p i n g  the s truggle 

b y  m a k i n g  a serious effort to k n o w  the peo p l e  outside o f  the committee a n d  

hairing a p l a n  to Ao it. T his is a res u l t  of m y  own s u bjectivity and cynacism 

bec a u s e  o f  various a t t a c k s  from the committee, (One t ime it was for wilting 

a C - D  article, a n o t h e r  was a meetin g ^ . ©  "expel" m e  w h ile I w a s  o u t  of town,) 

Instead o f  r e m a i n i n g  a c t i v e  and wor k i n g  with p e o p l e  outside of the committee, I 

did p r a c t i v c a l l y  not h i n g  w h i c h  severely h u r t  the struggle. Bec a u s e  I wasn ' t  

r e c r u i t i n g  others to the u n i o n  or rai s i n g  mil i t a n t  t r a d e  u n ion politics, no 

one else was. To say I wasn ' t  bui l d i n g  the p a rty in a n y  w a y  is obvious. M y  

outlook was t o t a l l y  subjective, havi n g  not h i n g  to do w i t h  the r e a l  situation 

w h i c h  was p o t e n t i a l l y  v e r y  good. On the o t her hand, w h e r e  I d i d  have a plan, 

l i k e  the one w i t h  a w o m a n  w h o  was fired, there w e r e  results. W e  became good 

friends as a r e s u l t  of a w h ole l o t  o f  struggle a n d  I was a b l e  to involve h e r  in 

various p a r t y  activities. Mow s h e ’s in a c-d club,

M y  concen t r a t i n g  o n  the a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  elements was a n  irresponsible 

a c t i o n  towa r d  the o t h e r  e m p loyees a n d  h urt the u n i o n  drive, Not bu i l d i n g  a 

b a s e  and d e v e loping a cen t e r  to counter t h ese attacks was a r e s u l t  o f  m y  own 

a n t i - c o m m u n i s m  a n d  subjectivity. C o m munist ideas b e c o m e  meaningful to those 

w e ’r e  t r y i n g  to w i n  w h e n  w e  ii  i ■ n ■*■»» * * irtXly get to k n o w  w h a t ’s o n  their 

minds and develop ' a p l a n  to do it. Win n i n g  the i r  r e s p e c t  asv comunnlats is

n o t .t n c u g h - b u i l d i n g  a r e a l  friendship produces a good situation for 

struggle, a n d  - tsrstanding w h a t  b u i l d i n g  a m ass p a r t y  a n d  a  revolu t i o n  is all

v\about.

I n  e v a l u a t i n g  m y  w o r k  s i n c e  . j o i n i n g  t h e  p a r t y ,  o n e  w e a k n e s s  

■chat i a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  g l a r i n g  i s  ray o r g a n i z i n g  i n ' t h e  c l a s s r o o m .

d e c e n t l y  t n e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  

s e c t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  t o  d o  s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  w o r k  i n  c l a s s e s ,  b u t  

d e s p i t e  o h i s  m a n y  o f  u s  h a v e n ' t  d o n e  v e r y  -,uch t h e r e .  1 realize 

t h a t  m a n y  c a m p u s e s  d o n ' t  h a ;e  m a s s  m o v e m e n t s  a t  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  

s t a n d i n g  i n  t  e m i d d l e  o f  u h e  c a m p u s  l e a f l e t t i n g  w o n ' t  w i n  a n y o n e  

t o  d o i n g  m u c h ,  s t i l l  m y  c l a s s r o o m  n o r k  d i d n ' t  r e f l e c t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  

u n d e r s b a n d i n g .

O n e  p r o b l e m  t h a t  h e l d  m e  aclc i n  m y  w o r k  w a s  l a c k  o l  p r e p e r a t i o n .  

I t  s i m p o r t a n t  t o  t i n k  a b o  t h o w  w h a t  y o  s a y  a n d  d o  i n  a  c l a s s  

r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  s t r a t e g y .  1 s a w  t h e  n e e d  t o  p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e  

t h e  p a r t y ' s  l i n e  o n  r a c i s m  i n  c l a s s ,  b u t  I a p p l i e d  t h e J i n e  i n  a  v e r y

m e c h a n i c a l  w a y .  I n  b a s e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  o r g a n i z i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m

t n i s  w a s  n o t  a  p r o b l e m ,  w h i c h  r e f l e c t s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  1 h a d  a b o u t  

c l a s s  r o o m  w o r k :  i e  i t ' s  s e c o n d a r y  i n  i m p o r t a n c e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,

m o s t  o f  t h e  w o r k  I d i d  w a s  m a s s .  I s p o k e  i n  t h e  c l a s s  q u i t e  o f t e n ,

s o l d  C h a l l e n g e  f a i r l y  r e g u l a r l y  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  £ .  1 . T h a t  a s p e c t  w a s

g o o d  b e c a u s e  m a s s  w o r k  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  m y  l a c k  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  w o r k

m e a n t  I d i d n  t b u i l d  m u c h  o f  a  b a s e .  I n  l o o k i n g  b a c k  o n  i t ,  t h i s  w a s

a  c l e a r  c u t  c a s e  o f  r e v i s i o n i s m .  T h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  o n  o u r  m i n d s  s h o u l d

b e  t o  b u i l d  t h e  p a r t y ,  and. t o  b u i l d  t h e  p a r t y  p r o p e r l y  w e  m u s t  u s e

b o t h  m a s s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  m e t h o d s .  I w a s  w o n  t o  t h e  p a r t y  D e c a u s e

a  c o m r a d e  s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  m e  d a y  b y  d a y ,  a n d  b y  n o t  d o i n g  t h e  s a m e

w i t h  s t u d e n t s  i n  ray c l a s s ,  I w a s  c l e a r l y  n o t  b u i l d i n g  t h e  p a r t y .  I n

a n y  p o l i t i c a l  w o r k  w e  d o  w e  c a n  g u a g e  h o w  g o o d  i t  i s  b y  w h a t  k i n d  o f

a  b a s e  w e  a r e  b u i l d i n g .  I f  w e  a r e  n o t  b u i l d i n g  o n e  t h e n  s o  e t h i n g

i s  w r o n g .

I h i s  v i e w  o f  c l a s s r o o m  w o r k  ( t h a t  i t  i s  s e c o n d a r y  i n  i m p o r t a n c e )  

i s  p r o b a b l y  a  m i s t a k e  t h a t  m a n y  o f  u s  a r e  m a k i n g .  B u t  i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g



t o  b u i l d  a  mao*- m o v e m e n t  a g a i n s t  r a c i s m  a m o n g  s t u d e n t s  i t  i s  n i n g  

t o  s t a r t  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  e h a v e  t o  s e e  o u r  c l a s s  r o o m  w o r k  a s  

k e y ,  a n d  f a i l u r e  t o  b u i l d  t h e  p a r t y  a n d  t h e  m o v e m e n t  i n  c l a s s  i s

r e v i s i o n i s t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  m e a n s  w e  a r e  h i d i  g  o u r  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  p l a c e  

w h e r e  m o a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e .  I f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  i s  w h e r e  w e  a r e  t a u g h t  

r a  1 s t ,  a n t i  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a n d  a n t i  c o m m u n i s t  i d e a s ,  a n d  w e  d o n ' t  

o p p o s e  t h e m  i n  c l a s s  t h e n  w e  a r e  a i d i n g  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  a n d  c u t t i n g  

o u r  t h r o a t s .

\r***J* i M

b e c a u s e  1 d i d n ' t  b u i l d  a  s o l i d  b a s e  i n  t h e  c l a s s ,  1 s o o n  b e 

c a m e  i s o l a t e d .  O f t e n  t h e  p r o f  a n d  1 w o u l d  a r g u e  f o r  f i v e  t o  t e n  m i n 

u t e s  a n d  n o  o n e  e l s e  w o  .Id j o i n  i n .  ■*- s o o n  n o t i c e d  h o w  i s o l a t e d  I

w a s ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  o f  l o o k i n g  f o r  f l a w s  i n  m y  w o r k ,  1 b l a m e d  t h e  a p a t h y

Ho
o f  s t u d e n t s .  L a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a t  B. U, s h o w e d  h o w  w a r n s  t h i s  i s ,  

W h e r e v e r  w e  s t r u g g l e d  f o r  a n t i - r a c i s t  i d e a s  w e  w o n  p e o p l e  t o  t u e m ,  

b y  n o t  h a v i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  s t r u g g l e  1 d r o v e  p e o p l e  awa.y, b e c a u s e  t h e y  

c o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  f i g h t i n g  r a c i s m  i s ,  j u s t  b y  w h a t  

I s a i d  i n  c l a s s .  T o  t h e m  I w- s a  l e f t  w i n g  n u t  w h o  l i k e d  t o  t a l k ,

yujJ
/ h e n  1 c o r r e c t e d  t h i s  s e c t a r i a n i s m  b y  f o r m i n g  a  g r o u p  t o  p r e s e n t  a  

c l a s s f * m o s t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  g r o  p b e c a m e  m o r e  f r i e n d l y  t o  o u r  

i d e a s ,  a n d  s o m e  e v e n  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e m .  H a v i n g  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  l i g h t  

f o r  a n t i  r a c i s t  i d e a s  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p o i n t s  

t o  b e  a n s w e r e d  i n  c l a s s ,  a n d  i f  1 h a d  t r i e d  t o  a n s w e r  t h e m  a l l  i t  

w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  u t m o s t  i n  s e c t a r i a n i s m ,  --s C o m m u n i s t s  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  

t o  w o r k  o u r  w a y  o u t  o f  a  j o b ,  end t h a t  m e a n s  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  

t o  o u t  t h e  ' a r t y  l i n e  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  w h e n  w e  d o n ' t  s t r u g g l e ,  w e  

a r e n ' t  r e l y i n g  o n  t h e  m a s s e s ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  o n ' t  m o V e  p e o p l e  l e f t  -.he 

r u i n g  c l a s s  m o v e s  t h e m  r i g h t .  M y  n o n  s t r u g g l e  a t t i t u d e  i n  c l a s s  w a s  

c l e a r l y  a  m o v e  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s e e n  i n  t h e  - a r t y  i n  g e n e r a l .

I t  i s  f a c t ,  w h e n e v e r  w e  d o n ' t  s t r u g g l e  w e  o s e .  lx. w a s  o b v i o u s  t o  

m e  t h a t  I  d i d n ^ t  r e a l l y  w i n  a n y  s t u d e n t s  t o  f i g h t i n g  r a c i s m ,  a n d  1 

d i d  s e e  s o m e  s t u d e n t s  m o v e  m o r e  t o  t h e  r i g h t .

A s  w e  g o t  f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  y e a r  i t  b e c a m e  h a r d e r  t o  s e l l

C h a l l e n g e  i n  c l a s s ,  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  b e c o m i n g  s o  i s o l a t e d  

t h a t  b y  n o t  b u i l d i n g  t h e  p a r t y  a t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  l e v e l ,  I  e v e n  h u r t  

m y  m a s s  w o r k .  w h e n  I  d i d  o r g a n i z e  a  g r o u p  i n  t h e  c l a s s ,  s a l e s  

p i c k e d  u p  a  l i t t l e .  I n  m a n y  w a y s  I  f e l t  I  w a s  d o i n g  a l r i g h t  i f  I 

s o l d  0 - D ,  b u t  0-i) c a n  o n l y  d o  s o  m u c h  b y  i t s e l f .  1  w a s  m i s t a k e n  

n o t  t o  f o l l o w  u p  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  p e r s o n  w h o  b o u g h t  a  C-l) a n d  t r y  t o  

w i n  t h e m  t o  a  c h a l l e n g e  c l u b ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a  c l a s s  s t u d y  g r o  p .

M a n y  s t u d e n t s  a r e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  a n d  n e e d  t o  b e  s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  o v e r  

C - D .  T h e y  n e e d  a  f u l l e r  a n a l y s i s  t h a n  C - D  c a n  g i v e .  F .  L . ' s  a r e  v e r y  

u s e f u l  i n  c l a s s  a n d  I s h o u l d  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  s e l l  m o r e .  'The s t u d e n t s  

i n  t h e  s t u d y  g r o u p  r e a d  t h e  E u g e n i c s  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  l a s t  F .  L .  

a n d  i t  g a v e  t h e m  a  m u c h  m o r e  c l a s s  c o n c i o u s  a p p r o a c h  t o  f i g h t i n g  

r a c i s m  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  o n e  t h e y  h a d  h e l d  e a r l i e r .  H o w 

e v e r ,  h a d  I b u i l t  t h i s  g r o u p  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  s e m e s t e r ,  t h e n  1  c o u l d  

h a v e  w o n  s o m e  s t u d e n t s  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  p a r t y ,  a n d  o u r  i d e a s  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f o u g h t  f o r  b y  m o r e  . e o p l e .

T h e  m i s t a k e s  I  m a d e  w e r e  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  i n e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  

r e v i s i o  i s m .  A s  a  p a r t y  w e  h a v e  t o  m o v e  q u i c k l y  t o  s t o p  t h e  r i g h t

r e n d  w e  a r e  n o w  i n  a n d  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  a n d  c o r r e c t  o u r  m i s t a k e s .  W e  

c a n  w i n  s t u d e n t s  t o  f i g h t i n g  r a c i s t  i d e a o l o g y .  D e s p i t e  t h e  e r r o r s  

I  m a d e  i n  c l a s s  r o o m  w o r k ,  s o  e  p e o p l e  d i d  s e e  t h e  n e e d  t o  f i g h t  

r a c i s m ,  ^ n  g e n e r a l  a t  B .  U .  w e  f o u n d  t h a t  w i t h  s t r u g g l e  w e  c a n  b u i l d  

a  m o v e m e n t  a g a i n s t  r a c i s m ,  b u t  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  m o v e m e n t  i s  b u i l t  a n d

t h a t  w e  l e a d  i t ,  w e  m u s t  s e e  t h e  c l a s s  r o o m  a s  t h e  k e y  o r g a n i z i n g  

p l a c e .



THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION

I’d like to summarize some insights gained from reading The Cultural 
Revolution in China, by Joan Roginson (Penguin Books, 1969). The book 
confirms some of the main points of RR HI:

(I) The Cultural Revolution was a tremendous upsurge of workers and 
students against revisionism, involving stoppages in production, seizing of 
buildings, and many violent confrontations., Large groups involved saw fault 
in most of the political leadership of China.

(n) The GPCR was justified by many concrete manifestations of 
capitalist ideas and concessions to capitalism made by the CCP.

(HI) The main internal force which diffused the GPCR and destroyed the 
Left forces was the leadership of the CCP, which (among other things) created 
or supported front groups which pushed pacifism, liberalism, and idolatry of 
Mao Tse-Tung.

Robingon herself is grossly pro-Mao and follows the line of the CCP Central 
Comnittee, but this often makes her observations and choice of internal 
documents grossly revealing. As she says in the Introduction, "The documents 
here give us far more insight into what was involved than can any analysis by 
an external observer." Obviously, none of them were written by the proletariate 
or its friends.

All the internal Chinese documents cited in the book were written during 1967, 
most of them during the "January Storm in Shanghai," part of the militant surge in the 
GPCR known as the January Revolutionary Storm. They were published in that 
City.

The documents seem to have had two main jobs: to confuse people about 
the role of the Left in the Cultural Revolution, and to make threats against 
the Left forces. The carry out the first of these tv/o jobs, the various Right-led 
organizations made great use of the Mao cult. A typical beginning is "We, fighters 
of the revolutionary rebel organizations in Shanghai, loyal to you forever, 
extend our loftiest salute in the Great “Proletarian Cultural Revolution to you, 
our great teacher, great leader, great supreme commander, and great 
helmsman, and the red sun that shines most brilliantly in our hearts." With 
his greatness established, they then quote Mao’s call for "taking firm hold of 
the revolution and promoting production." This is also the 14th point of the 
Central Committee’s 16 Points for carrying out the Cultural Revolution. It is 
then explained that although this slogan of "taking firm hold of production" was 
originally advanced by the bourgeois reactionaries to impede the GPCR, these 
same reactionaries were now using disruption of production to undermine the 
struggle (!):

"...  large numbers of members of the Workers' Red Militia Detachments
.. .undermine production and sabotage transport and communications

under the pretext of going north to lodge complaints.. .  (p. 98,
’The Shanghai Workers Revolutionary General Headquarters').

No doubt the Red Militia members were planning to politically "Bombard 
the Headquarters". But this and all other militant forms of struggle, including 
the mass movement of Red Guards to all parts of the country, were branded as 
plots hatched by enemies of the revolution or 'anarchists’:

’•'Colluding with the capitalist forces in society, they are making use of 
problems concerning economic benefits to divert the general orientation of the 
struggle and to incite one group of people against another, causing breakdowns 
in factory production and railway and road traffic. They have even incited dockers, 
to stop work, causing difficulties in running the port and damaging the inter
national prestige of China (note: all kinds of imperialist ships were in the harbor). 
They are freely squandering the wealth of the state, arbitrarily increasing 
wages and material benefits, and granting all kinds of allowances and subsidies 
without limit, stirring people up to take over public buildings by force.. ."

People might have been terribly confused by this bullshit (maybe you are 
now). But for those who weren't confused, the Right-led organizations made 
things clearer still:

"No one is allowed to seize public buildings by force. After investigation, 
offenders shall be punished by the Public Security Bureau.. ."

"Those who opposed Chairman Mao, Vice-Chairman Lih Piao, the Cultural 
Revolution Group under the Party’s Central Committee, and those who under
mine the great Cultural Revolution or sabotage production, shall be immediately 
arrested by the Public Security Bureau in ceke accordance with the law. Those 
who in the course of the movement undermine social order.. . ,  etc. )p. 104, b y  

The Shanghai Workers' Revolutionary Rebel General Headquarters)".

In the Postscript, Lin Piao and Mao are quoted as they complain about this 
"anarchism", "lack of discipline", and the attacks on Chairman Mao, the 
People's Liberation Army, and the "revolutionary committees" set up by Mao. 
Mao’s solution? "Party committees at every level must discuss this matter 
atain and again and work earnestly to overcome such indiscipline and anarchy 
so that all the powers that can and must be centralized will be concentrated in the 
hands of the Central Committee and its agencies (p. 149)."

I’m not saying that the Dictatorship of the Proletariate doesn't need a 
centralized state apparatus and a strong Party in leadership. With others, I 
disagree with the implications of one article in Bulletin No. 7 (p. 39) that any 
party of any socialist state should be prepared to be swept from power Ty a ~ 
Cultural Revolution. But in the case of China, the apparatus wasn’t protecting 
the proletariate.

The Reports and Conversations section of Robinson's book (pp. 124-146), 
based on her travels in China, inadvertently demonstrates not only the extent



to which capitalist tendencies gripped China, but the extent to which the CCP 
leadership was part and parcel of this revisionism, and defended it until forced 
to "go along" with the GPCR. In one example, a sweet factory in Changai, Robinson 
describes the factory boss and management "before" the GPCR:

".. .  The capitalist.. .under the state-private system got his 5 per cent 
amounting to 360 yuan per month... (a small factory)

"...  The former Director of the factory na.de serious mistakes. He was 
slack in his Par .y work and let in untrustworthy ex-bourgeois characters. He 
believed in co-existence with the old capitalist and allowed him to run the sunply 
department of the factory. He was accused also of putting "feudal" designs of 
dragons and fairies, on the wrapping paper of the sweets.. XHfodsDQgjonBcajuf'

"In management, he followed ’revisionist’ policies. He did not take the 
workers into his co.»fidence. He told them to trust the capitalist and built up his 
authority. He told the workers that without the capitalist they could not 
produc e sweets, though in fact they had improved the quality of their products 
since the factory had been taken over.

"He did not put politics first, but, following the Liu-Teng line (Teng was a 
buddy of Liu Shao Ch’i), subordinated the workers to the technicians, and set 
up profits as the criterion of success; also he made use of a system of incentive 
wages. He came from a bourgeois family and lived in a bourgeois style. He 
had close relations with capitalists — dined with them and exchanged gifts.”
(p. 131-2)”

This reminds me of the examples which Peking gave about corruption in 
Soviet revisionist factories, in a book published in 1968 entitled "How the Soviet 
Revisionists Carry Out All-Round Restoriation of Capitlism in the USSR."

The heavy thing is when Robinson describes how "work teams" of cadre were 
sent in by the local Party headquarters to intimidate, diffuse, and attack the 
rebellious workers who criticized such corruption — before Mao cautioned the 
cadre to "support" the rebellions. In one factory she describes how three 
successive teams were sent int to quiet things down (p. 126-7), and this pattern 
is repeated in the other examples given of factories and sbhools. After Mao 
called for "support" for the rebels, the work-teams seem to have had as their 
main job eleminating the Left factions and submerging all political differences 
in a Right-led united front: "We took his (Mao's) statement that ’there can be 
no cause for conflict within the working class.' As a result, we succeeded in 
getting rid of these differences, (p. 136)"

In closing, here are some choice quotes from the Introduction, also based 
on Robinson’s travels and conversations (obviously mostly with officials):

"Special mention is made of the need to protect scientists and technicians 
whom though bourgeois, have contributed to national development." p. 15

"The movement, however, was still bubbling up from below, with little 
control from above," and "the limits set by the 16 Points.. .  were often 
surpassed." p. 19

’Throughout the movement, the influence of Chairman Mao was strongly 
opposed to violence and disorder." p. 21 ^  y

"During the worst period, July and August, Chairman Mao was not in 
Peking — he was visiting places where violence had broken out." p. 67

No suggestion was allowed of an attack on the Party as such." p. 22 

get U^ing1 r0”U<pi022°r tranSP0rt Were ^organized, army units came in to

"There were some posters even against Chou En-Lai..."  p. 25

^  ding thl.® ca“sf s me to fear more strongly the revisionist tendencies —
T ^ c  ’ sexism “  that I feel within myself as a communist.
The discussion of the precise role of the Party under socialism, and how we’re 
go mg to avoid the mistakes of our predecessors before the after the fall of 
u. s. imperialism, should be constant.

John Mortimer 

San Diego
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