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PACE 2 

JUCHE! "JUCHE MEANS HOLDING FAST TO THE FRINCIFLt CF SOLVING iCNESELf 
ALL THE PROBLEMS OF THE REVOLUTION AND CONSTRUCTION IN CONFORMITY 
WITH THE ACTUAL CONDITIONS AT HOME." - . . KIM I L SUNG(DRK) 

OSAWATOMIE i s an i m p o r t a n t 
new p u b l i c a t i o n f r o m t h e Weather 
U n d e r g r o u n d O r g a n i z a t i o n . The 
name OSAWATOMIE comes f r o m t h e 
B a t t l e o f Osawatomie, Kansas 
( 1 8 5 6 ) ; h e r e , John Brown and 
t h i r t y o t h e r a b o l i t i o n i s t s , u s 
i n g g u e r r i l l a t a c t i c s , d e f e a t e d 
a l a r g e armed f o r c e o f s l a v e r y 
e u p p c r t e i f e wh© were t r y i n g t o 
niak8 Kansas a s l a v e s t a t e . For 
l e a d i n g t h i e Micto*"y, a t u r n i n g 
p o i n t i n t h e f i g h t a g a i n s t s l a 
v e r y , John Brown was named "Osa
w a t o m i e " by h i s comrades• 

The f i r s t i s s u e o f OSAWA
TOMIE ( S p r i n g 1975) c o n t a i n s two 
l o n g e r a r t i c l e s -- on r a c i s m I n 
B o s t o n ) and on t h e r o o t s o f t h e 
p r e s e n t economic c r i s i s i n t h e 
U.S. -- and s h o r t e r a r t i c l e s on 
p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l , r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , P u e r t o 
R i c a n f r e e d o m f i g h t e r s i m p r i s o n e d 
i n t h e U.S., U.S. h i s t o r y and t h e 
U.S. B i c e n t e n n i a l , t h e U.S. Gov
e r n m e n t ' s d e f e a t i n Cambodia, and 
a r e v i e w o f a booh Cuban Women Now, 

The Weather U n d e r g r o u n d Org
a n i z a t i o n i n t e n d s t o p u b l i s h OSA
WATOMIE f o u r t i m e s a y e a r . They 
want i t t o be d i s t r i b u t e d as w i d e l j 
as p o s s i b l e . They u r g e t h a t com
r a d e s use i t as an o r g a n i z i n g t o o l i 
t h a t we d i s c u s s t h e a r t i c l e s w i t h 
p e o p l e i n o u r w o r l c p l a c e s and com
m u n i t i e s . 

We r e p r i n t h e r e s e c t i o n s f r o m 
t h e OSAWATOMIE a r t i c l e t i t l e d '"The 
B a t t l e Of B o s t o n ; an i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
o f ROAR." 

Busing i s not the i s s u e i n Boston. 
Of the 40% of a l l schoolchildren in the 
US who get to school by bus, only 2% are 
bused for purposes of i n t e g r a t i o n . I t ' s 
t h i s busing that the r a c i s t s c a l l "forced 
busing" and oppose. As Amiri Baraka, 
'~'-3-:rT-an of the Congress of Afrikan 

'CAP), puts i t . "The whites are not 
busing, they're attacking Blacks, 

me Dus«s only bring the Blacks. I t i s 
racism t h a t i s d i v i d i n g , not busing." 

"Antibusing" has a p o l i t i c a l meaning 
which i s not at a l l about whether busing 
i s the best way to achieve decent educa
ti o n for most c h i l d r e n . The a l l - w h i t e 
Boston School Committee, which for years 
has r a i s e d high the banner of "antibusing" 
and the "neighborhood school", has never 
h e s i t a t e d to bus c h i l d r e n out of t h e i r 
neighborhoods for the purpose of maintain
ing forced segregation, and j u s t t h i s f a l l 
fought against Black and Puerto Rican 
proposals for community co n t r o l of t h e i r 
schools. The r e a l questions are: Who w i l l 
c o n t r o l the schools? W i l l the c h i l d r e n 
learn? White r a c i s t c o n t rol has always 
aimed to prevent the Black c h i l d from 
succeeding i n that dangerous and subver
s i v e endeavor; learning to read. 

There i s widespread d i s c u s s i o n i n 
Boston's Black and Puerto Rican communi
t i e s about the merits of the busing plan, 
about how to educate c h i l d r e n in a r a c i s t 
s o c i e t y . There are movements developing 
f o r community control and to defend b i 
l i n g u a l education. What unites a l l these 
diverse struggles i s the fundamental 
demand that BLACK AND PUERTO RICAN 
CHILDREN MUST HAVE THE RIGHT TO ATTEND 
ANY SCHOOL IN THE CITY WITHOUT PEAR OR 
INTIMIDATION. 

The Weather Underground Organization 
has been a c t i v e d u r i n g the s c h o o l c r i s i s . 
From underground, we have put up a n t i r a c -
i s t s t i c k e r s and talked with people i n 
white w o r k i n g - c l a s s c o i m n u n i t i e s , s t i n k -
bombed the o f f i c e s of the School commit
tee and marched i n the National March 
Against Racism on December 14th. We've 
a l s o s e c r e t l y attended weekly meetings of 
ROAR (Restore Our Alienated R i g h t s ) , the 
r a c i s t spearhead of the Boston antibusing 
movement. Our purpose has been to gain 
knowledge of the enemy's strategy and 
goals, to expose ROAR'S purposes, and to 
discover i t s vulnerable p o i n t s . The 
information we have gathered proves that 
racism i s the guiding, motive force 
behind the "antibusing" d r i v e . 

ROAR was formed by c i t y C o u n c i l l o r 
Louise Day Hicks and 25 other women in 
A p r i l 1974. The name ROAR r e f e r s to the 
" a l i e n a t e d r i g h t s " of white people — 
r i g h t s which ROAR claims are v i o l a t e d by 
the busing plan. 

ROAR i s led by "community lead e r s " 
and the diehard remnants of Boston's 
rea c t i o n a r y Democratic Party machine. 
ROAR power centers include the C i t y Coun
c i l , the School Committee and the P o l i c e 
Department. Most ROAR leaders are prop
e r t y owners, who represent the upper 
s t r a t a of white, e t h n i c working-class 

THE BATTLE OF BOSTON: 
In v e s t i g a t i o n of ROAR 

neighborhoods l i k e South Boston, Charles-
town and East Boston. Far from being a 
spontaneous upsurge, the r a c i s t movement 
has been c a r e f u l l y orchestrated for years 
from the inner c i r c l e s or Boston's c i t y 

Average attendance at ROAR meetings 
ranges between 400 and 500 pecple. The 
gatherings are m i l i t a n t , wltn tnose 
present committed to t h e i r cause. ROAR 
has strong t i e s i n many of Boston's white 
worKing-class nelohborhoods, as w e l l Q3 i n 
the a l l - w h i t e , w e a l t h i e r suburbs. Since 
the s t a r t of tHe school year, ROAR has 
been the main force behind the white 
school boycott, and has organizied r a l l i e s , 
motorcades and marches, sometimes draw
ing up to 20,000 people. ROAR i s now 
planning a n a t i o n a l March on Washington on 
March 18 to demand a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l amend
ment against busing. ROAR has oreated the 
climate in which r a c i s t v i o l e n c e has esca
l a t e d . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to i n v e s t i g a t e ROAR 
without being detected. ROAR members know 
at l e a s t a few others from t h e i r own com
munities. ROAR functions i n semi-secret 
fashion; at each meeting, two or three 
people were removed, e i t h e r because they 
w e r e suspected of being with the press or 
because no one could vouch for them. 
NOTES FROM ROAR MEETINGS 

*** October 23, 1974: This meeting took 
place, l i k e a l l weekly ROAR gatherings, i n 
the chambers of the City Council, at one 
C i t y Hall F l a z a . 

As we entor the chambers, WQ are con
fronted with a s e c u r i t y force of 6 to 8 
men, some wearing white berets. They look 
c l o s e l y at each person entering the meet
ings and ask where you l i v e . Inside, con
tingents from d i f f e r e n t neighborhoods are 
grouped together. There are 500 people, 
a l l white, at the meeting. R i t a Graul, 
long-time "executive s e c r e t a r y " to Louise 
Day Hicks and the leader of the South 
Boston Home and School A s s o c i a t i o n , c h a i r s 
the meeting. She opens with a few remarks: 

" I want a l l of you to look to 
your l e f t , look to your r i g h t to see 
i f you recognize the person s i t t i n g 
next to you. We allow no notetaking 
in t h i s meeting. Remember, i t ' s a 
fede r a l offense to i n t e r f e r e with 
desegregation and I don't want to be 
quoted on anything." 

Next on the agenda are neighborhood 
reports. How i s the white boycott going? 
Is any opposition s u r f a c i n g against ROAR? 
A ROAR leader i n Hyde Park, Richard Laws, 
i s e n t h u s i a s t i c about a c t i v i t i e s i n h i s 
neighborhood (where Black c h i l d r e n have 
been stoned going to s c h o o l ) . But Laws 
notes with concern that a c o a l i t i o n of 
Boston area tenants have j u s t organized a 
march condemning racism. Laws shouts that 
the tenants are a "bunch of commies" who 
must be fought. 

There are two main speakers: John_ 
Kerrigan, then the chairman of the School 
Committee and Leo Kahian, the candidate of 
George Wallace's American Party for 
Massachusetts Governor. 

Kerrigan's speech atta c k s a group of 
Black and white teenagers from Charlotte, 
North Carolina who had come to Boston to 
argue for school i n t e g r a t i o n . He c a l l s 
them " l i a r s " and says " t h e y ' l l never get 
to use f a c i l i t i e s i n our schools to spread 
t h e i r f i l t h . " Kerrigan then paints the 
"true p i c t u r e " of school i n t e g r a t i o n i n 
Ch a r l o t t e ; Black students attacking whites 
with knives, white g i r l s being molested i n 
the school bathrooms. No proof i s offered, 
but h i s remarks draw shocked gasps from 
the audience. 

Leo Kahian i s next, the featured 
speaker. He speaks p a s s i o n a t e l y of h i s 
love for God, Country and Family and h i s 
hatred for abortion. An ardent member of 
the John Birch Society, he looks out on 
the crowd and says, "Most of you here to
day are B i r c h e r s , only you don't r e a l i z e 
i t yet." For t h i s he r e c e i v e s a standing 
ovation. Kahian ends with a warning 
against Communism. "I n Russia and China 
they take your kids away from you a t an 
e a r l y age. J u s t l i k e they do in Boston — 
when they force you to seii'l your c h i l d 
i n t o Roxbury." 

Discussion of the " i s s u e s " in the 
school c r i s i s follows. One person savs 
that he doesn't want h i s c ) i i l d bused to 
the Elma Lewis School or the Lena Park 
C u l t u r a l Center i n Roxbury, both renowned 
centers for a r t , dance and poetry: 

"They c a l l those places c u l t u r a l 
c e n t e r s . But these people don't have 
a c u l t u r e . A l l they teach a t those 
schools i s how to use a k n i f e . " 

The meeting ends a f t e r reports and 
d i s c u s s i o n of future plans. C i t y Council
l o r Albert O'Neill announces that 31 c i t y 
p o l i t i c i a n s have j u s t signed a statement 
supporting ROAR. 

*** December 4, 1974: This meeting took 

place while momentum was bu i l d i n g for the 
National March Against Racism. 

Security i s even t i g l i t e r than usual. 
R i t a Graul stops the meetiiig three times 
to question people. A few people are 
kickad o\it. 

Speaker a f t e r speaker denounces the 
upcoming march. The mood i s apprehensive, 
demoralized and divided. One man i s 
angered about being c a l l e d a r a c i s t . A 
woman frvm Dorchsst<;r ^cts- up and saye, 
"Con|t wcrjry, I t wsis Lenin who s t a r t e d 
c a l l i n g people names l i k e r a c i s t s and 
Nazis." 

Adam Ktapsaah, ths R̂ iMS iroprsesnta-
t i v e from Brighton, a working-class com
munity with a largo student population, 
t a l k s oponly about the di*^ticulti4-s i n 
organizing there. At a recent r a l l y , 
bullhorns were torn from t)iQ cars In ROAR'S 
motorcades, and spcahcra vrcrc heckled. 
Kriipszok I s ups^t t\l-'««t « l e t t e r printssd 
in a Boston newspap/.r fror> a Brighton 
resident who l i k e n s ROAR U. "storm-
troopers" and "Nazis". He- gives out the 
man's phone numbeir and ui-itfts people to 
harass him. There? has also been troul Le 
at a Brookilne motorcade; ROAR opponents 
slashed the t i r e s of over ino cars and 
confronted the r a c i s t s with p i c k e t siqns 
in support of Black students. A ROAR 
leader announces that moi?e "marshalls" 
w i l l be added to the next demonstration. 

They are divided over strategy. Some 
people argue f o r a counter-demonstration 
on December 15th, others f e e l they w i l l 
lose the "numbers game" to the a n t i r a r -
i s t s . AS i t turned out, 20,000 people 
marched on the 14th and 3,000 came to ,-»n 
"antibusing" r a l l y the next day. 

There i s a heated dir;oussion about 
how to keep the white school boycott 
a l i v e . Some ROAR members are worried '.nat 
the School Committee w i l l bow down to 
court pressure and urge students to roturn 
to school. Louise Day Hicks assures the 
crowd that ROAR w i l l put i t s pressure on 
the School Committee. She then urges 
everyone to v i s i t the schools i n order to 
get p i c t u r e s and s t o r i e s of the horrors 
of i n t e g r a t i o n . 

A woman then jumps up and reports 
that a 12-year-old white g i r l was j u s t 
"sexually a s s a u l t e d " i n a classroom by 
three Black students while the white 
teacher looked on. The woman o f f e r s no 
proof but her story i s accepted as true, 
and everyone shudders. Some semblance of 
unity has been restored. 

"Antibusing" i s a nationwide movement, 
a tragedy for c h i l d r e n and a challenge to 
a n t i r a c i s t people. Spurred on by Ford and 
Wallace, i t aims to crush the Black and 
Puerto Rican f i g h t for education, to d i v e r t 
white people from c l a s s struggle, and to 
mobilize a f a s c i s t base. 

Boston i s now the stormcenter of the 
b a t t l e to defeat t h i s cancer. The " l i b e r 
a l s " , l i k e Mayor Kevin White and Senator 
Ted Kennedy, long ago c a p i t u l a t e d to the 
r a c i s t t i d e . White, who t h i s f a l l sent i n 
the T a c t i c a l P a t r o l Force to t e r r o r i z e the 
r e s i d e n t s of Columbia Point, has j u s t 
f i l e d s u i t to block future desegregation 
plans. 

I t ' s been the determination and cour
age of Black youth, who have fought with 
such d i g n i t y , that has set off a spark i n 
the c i t y . Many signs point to a c t i o n and 
r e s i s t a n c e t h i s spring: Black community ^ 
groups are u n i t i n g to defend James White; 
Puerto Rican parents are i n t e n s i f y i n g t h e i r 
f i g h t to expand b i l i n g u a l programs i n the 
face of School Committee attempts to 
destroy them; citywide and n a t i o n a l a n t i -
r a c i s t mobilizations are being planned. 

A n t i r a c i s t organizers are a l s o at 
work i n Boston's white communities, grap
p l i n g With the task of winning white work
ing-people away from the leadership of 
Hicks and Kerrigan. This i s the key task 
in Boston, and much more has to be done. 

ROAR i s weakened by each open act i o n 
against racism. As the December 14th 
march b u i l t , ROAR grew l e s s sure of s t r a t 
egy and more d i s u n i t e d . ROAR i s aware of, 
and upset by, each a n t i r a c i s t demonstra
t i o n , by the day-to-day work of community 
organizers. 

A v i s i b l e , m i l i t a n t a n t i r a c i s t prog
ram can win over the many white people who 
have not stoned school buses or supported 
the white school boycott. Open a g i t a t i o n 
can d i s p e l fear and the i l l u s i o n t hat the 
r a c i s t s speak for a l l the white people i n 
Boston. Racism can be challenged and i t s 
f a s c i s t ROAR s i l e n c e d . 

•James W h i t e i s a B l a c k s t u d e n t a t 
S o u t h B o s t o n H i g h S c h o o l who was 
a t t a c k e d by some w h i t e s t u d e n t s 
and who i s now b e i n g c h a r g e d w i t h 
a s s a u l t . 

(MO 

NiGj 
I N 

5).B 
South Boston High School 
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Black Workers and National Liberation 
INTRODUCTION 

The f a i l u r e of Black r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s to 
organize large numbers of Black workers i s 
one of the most serious weaknesses of the 
Black L i b e r a t i o n movement. This problem i s 
e s p e c i a l l y noticable i n periods of r e l a 
t i v e l y low revolutionary mass a c t i v i t y , 
such as now. However, we cannot allow our
selves to be deceived by e i t h e r the gener
a l low l e v e l of a c t i v i t y by the masses or 
by the s p e c i f i c i n a c t i v i t y «£ Black work-
era. We arc entering a period which has 
the greateet p o t e n t i a l for mass protest 
and r e b e l l i o n since the Great Depression. 
The economic c r i s i s of c a p i t a l i s m , fed by 
the defeats of imperialism i n Indochina, 
A f r i c a and the Middle East w i l l surely lead 
to a new era of domestic c r i o i s . Unemploy
ment i s at depression levels and becoming 
worse. The q u a l i t y of schools, communities, 
housing and medical care I s d e t e r i o r a t i n g 
while prices f o r necessities such as food, 
housing and medical care continue to soar. 
As the economic c r i s i s deepens the bourgeoi
sie accelerates the use of i t s repressive 
m i l i t a r y apparatus^pollce) i n Third World 
communities. Polio© murders of Black and TU 
youth has become as common place as lynch
ing once was. At the same time, the L,A,P,D, 
is t r a i n i n g to suppress food r i o t s while 
the country's police departments receive 
SWAT t r a i n i n g f o r urban warfare. Repression 
breeds resistance. Consequently, we are en
t e r i n g a new period of resistance as w e l l . 

The f i r s t signs of resistance to the r u 
l i n g class' repression have already occurred 
Rebellions recently occurred i n Newark and 
New York i n response to white v i g i l a n t e ac
t i o n . Mayors of major U.S. c i t i e s have 
warned of r e b e l l i o n s that w i l l make those 
of the s i x t i e s look pale i f economic condi
tion s continue to worsen t h i s summer. Con
d i t i o n s f o r mass struggle and r e b e l l i o n are 
excellent'. Economic conditions i n the Black 
inner c i t i e s are worse than they were i n 
the early s i x t i e s . People are embittered by 
what they consider the broken promises of 
jobs, e q u a l i t y and p o l i t i c a l power that the 
state made during the s i x t i e s . Despite fav
orable conditions for struggle, we roust 
guard against the Idea that the conditions 
alone w i l l provide a l l that i s necessary 
for successful r e b e l l i o n . The l a t e s i x t i e s 
should have taught us that a f t e r the masses 
exhaust t h e i r i n i t i a l energy, they become 
Increasingly f r u s t r a t e d and apathetic when 
constantly faced w i t h the repression that 
follows spontaneous r e b e l l i o n . On the oth
er hand, the Black Panther Party should 
have taught us that when revolutionary or
ganizations f i g h t on without the f u l l i n -
volvment of the masses i n the revolutionary 
struggle, the organization can be i s o l a t e d 
and cut up. The key to our success i n the 
present period i s l i n k i n g the enthusiasm, 
energy and power of the masses w i t h the 
d i s c i p l i n e d leadership of a s c i e n t i f i c van
guard organization. Within the Black Na
t i o n , Black workers are the largest and 
most powerful class. Only when Black work
ers are involved i n the day to day strug
gle f o r l i b e r a t i o n can we claim that we 
have involved the masses i n r e v o l u t i o n . I t 
Is mandatory that Black r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s 
have a f i r m grasp of the development of 
the Black working class, i t s long h i s t o r y 
of s truggle, i t s strengths and weaknesses, 
and i t s r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o t e n t i a l . Without 
t h i s understanding, we w i l l be unable to 
r e a l i z e the great r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o t e n t i a l 
of the class and win l i b e r a t i o n f o r our 
people. 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BLACK WORKING CLASS 

Africans were brought to the US as 
slaves to labor on the plantations that 
b u i l t B r i t i s h and US c a p i t a l i s m . Ever 
since we a r r i v e d we have been laborers; 
f i r s t as slaves mainly i n the p l a n t a t i o n s , 
then as tenant farmers i n the seml«feudal 
p o s t - p l v l l war South and f i n a l l y as work
ers i n the i n d u s t r i a l centers of northern 
c a p i t a l i s m . As George Jackson stated that 
Blacks are s t i l l the "slaves" that keep 
US capitalism running; "The p r i n c i p a l re
servoir of r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o t e n t i a l i n Am-
erika l i e s i n wait inside the Black Colony. 
I t s sheer numerical strength. I t s desper
ate h i s t o r i c a l r e l a t i o n to the violence of 
the productive system, and the fact of i t s 
present status i n the creation of wealth 
force the black stratum at the base of the 
whole class s t r u c t u r e i n t o the f o r e f r o n t 
of any revolutionary scheme. T h i r t y percent 
of a l l i n d u s t r i a l workers are black. Close 
to 407., of a l l i n d u s t r i a l support roles are 
f i l l e d by blacks. Blacks are s t i l l doing 

the work of the greatest slave state i n 
h i s t o r y . The terms of our servitude are a l l 
that have been a l t e r e d . " 

The slave trade of Africans provided the 
c a p i t a l accumulation neccessary for c a p i t 
a l i s t development of Europe. Commentators 
from Marx to 18th century B r i t i s h merchants 
stressed 3 p o i n t s : 1. The slave trade be
tween Europe, the New World and Africa was 
the most p r o f i t a b l e of a l l trade of the 
time(approK. the 17th and 18th c e n t u r i e s ) , 
2. That without t h i s trade of slaves, i t 
would have been Impossible for the indus
t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n to occur when i t did both 
i n Europe and North America, 3. That i n 
general, Europeans and North Americans of 
a l l classes b e n e f i t t e d m a t e r i a l l y to some 
degree from the slave trade. I n slave ports 
such as L i v e r p o o l , England, records show 
how everyone from the dockhands to the 
large scale merchantile c a p i t a l i s t s bene
f i t e d from a slave expedition. I t i s f a i r 
to conclude that without the slave trade. 
European c a p i t a l i s m , especially i t s B r i t 
i s h and North American forms, would not 
have developed as quickly or as strongly 
as i t did - i n t o world-wide systems of 
e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

Slavery i t s e l f also played a key r o l e 
i n the development of US c a p i t a l i s m . For 
the f i r s t several decades of the 19th cen-
t r u y , slave on p l a n t a t i o n s produced the 
necessary surplus for both the US' indus
t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n and the i m p e r i a l i s t ex
pansion i n t o the west. U n t i l approximately 
1830, slaves were not completely confined 
to a g r i c u l t u r a l trades. Especially i n south
ern c i t i e s such as Charleston, Black slaves 
made very important economic c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
i n such s k i l l e d trades as b r i c k l a y i n g , 
blacksmithing and other s k i l l e d c r a f t s . How
ever between 1830 and 1860, a growing urban 
white population st a r t e d moving Blacks out 
of the b e t t e r jobs and i n some cases of the 
c i t i e s themselves. This trend i s shown i n 
New York C i t y where i n 1850, 757. of Blacks 
had menial jobs. By 1855 87.6% were i n un
s k i l l e d p o s i t i o n s . This p a t t e r n of f o r c i n g 
Blacks out of urban jobs and back onto the 
pla n t a t i o n s t y p i f i e d both the North and the 
South daring t h i s period. 

The betrayal of 1877(Hayes-Tilden Com
promise) handed the day to day r u l e of the 
South back to the planters who had been de
feated during the c i v i l war. Even though 
absolute c o n t r o l now lay i n the hands of 
the Wall Street bankers(who invested near
l y a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n the south) the re
l a t i o n s between, blacks and r u l i n g class 
whites changed very l i t t l e . The i n d u s t r i 
a l i z a t i o n that s t a r t e d i n the South during 
the 1880's at f i r s t had l i t t l e e f f e c t on 
Black labor. As i n the North w i t h the immi
grant workers, poor whites of the South had 
the f i r s t crack at the f a c t o r y jobs. I n the 
North, the I r i s h displaced Black workers 
from street-paving jobs, the Slavs displaced 
them i n brickyards and a l l groups moved i n 
on the once black stronghold of diningroom 
w a i t i n g . I n Dayton, Ohio the National Cash 
Register Co. l a i d o f f 300 black j a n i t o r s to 
make room for white farmers. During t h i s 
period(1881-1099s) there were over 50 s t r i k e s 
by white workers p r o t e s t i n g the employment 
of Black workers. 

The i n d u s t r i e s which did h i r e Black work
ers s u b s t a n t i a l l y between 1390 and 1910 
were located i n r u r a l areas. These indus
t r i e s were coal mining, lumbering and r a i l 
roading. The rest of n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l Black 
labor was mainly confined to such areas as 
seamstresses, personal servants and drays-
men. 

During t h i s period the labor movement be
gan to accelerate tremendously. Unfortunate
l y the movement was l a r g e l y white and e i t h e r 
ignored or o f t e n a c t i v e l y combatted the 
a s p i r a t i o n s of Black labor. Most of the ear
l y labor organizations such as the National 
Labor Union(1866-1872) and the Knights of 
Labor(1869-1885) fought and led many mass 
labor struggles. They preached Black-white 
working class u n i t y against the r u l i n g class. 
However these two pioneering labor organiz
ations made the same mistake that many 
working class white organizations s t i l l 
make. Both saw the problems of Black Labor 
(both i n the North and South) as purely a 
class question. Consequently the National 
Labor Union had no program for supporting 
Black demands f o r democratic r i g h t s . They 
also were antagonistic to Black workers' 
attempts to u n i t e w i t h the Black p e t t y -
bourgeoisie and peasantry i n a broad united 
f r o n t against the white r u l i n g class. Sec
ondly, as i s s t i l l the case, these white l a 

bor organizations were permeated w i t h rac
ism from the lowest member to the top lead
ership. One example of b l a t a n t racism was 
that the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Typographical Union 
would not admit Lewis H. Douglass(son of 
Fredrick Douglass, great ex-slave a b o l i 
t i o n i s t and reconstruction l e a d e r ) , because 
he was Black. The National Labor Union re
fused to support Douglass' e f f o r t s . 

As i s s t i l l the case, there were two 
divergent Black i-esponses tc the formation 
of m i l i t a n t trade union organizations, One 
trend was to j o i n these organisations de-
Spite t h e i r narrow-mindedness and racism. 
The other tendency was to form separate 
Black organizations w i t h s i m i l a r objectives 
and ideology but independent organization 
and leadership. I n the period from 1869-
1874 m i l i t a n t Black trade u n i o n i s t s toflk 
the l a t t e r course and formed the Colored 
National Labor Union. This trade union or
ganization was founded at Union League 
H a l l , Uashingtpn DC.in 1869. Most of the 
people represented were workers - black
smiths, caulders, longshoremen, b r i c k l a y e r , 
i r o n moulders, w a i t e r s , machinists, carp
enters, and many other rrades, Tssac Meyers, 
a Baltimore caulker was elected president, 
The CMLU had I t s own newspaper, "The Nation
a l Era", and set up a Bureau of Labor. The 
CNLU's program included the plank of 40 ac
res and a mule, no more than 8 hours' work 
day, cooperative workers' associations and 
women's sufferage. Very feu progressive or
ganizations then could claim to support 
such a broad program of democratic programs 
and p o l i c i e s . The CNLU was able to r e c r u i t 
large numbers of Black workers where the 
HLU was usually met w i t h f a i l u r e , This was 
mainly due to the success o£ the CNLU i n 
embracing the n a t i o n a l and democratic as
p i r a t i o n s of Black people i n i t s program 
while r e l y i n g on a s o l i d working class 
base and leadership. 

At f i r s t the CNLU had extremely f r i e n d 
l y r e l a t i o n s w i t h the NLU. At i t s founding 
convention the membership remarked that 
they were " d e s i r i n g of union w i t h white 
workers". However, f r i c t i o n soon developed 
between the two organizations. One of the 
points of d i s u n i t y was the CNLU's program 
of making a l l i a n c e s w i t h the Republican 
Party to win broad win broad struggles for 
self-determination and democratic r i g h t s 
druing Reconstruction. The NLU objected to 
t h i s program because much of the Northern 
bourgeoisie was represented i n the repub
l i c a n p arty. On the other hand, the NLU 
had no program of i t s own to support the 
e f f o r t s of Black people to consolidate and 
win v i t o r i e s i n the south. Equally serious 
was the NLU's r e f u s a l to deal w i t h racism 
i n i t s own ranks. Besides i t s r e f u s a l to 
act i n the w e l l p u b l i c i z e d case of Douglass' 
son, i t c o n s i s t e n t l y refused to move against 
the growing sentiment of white workers to 
purge Black workers from i n d u s t r y . Meyers 
t o l d an audience of Black workers i n Wash
ington D.C. 1870, t h a t , "unless they or
ganized, they would soon be ousted from the 
s k i l l e d trades and l e f t as servants, the 
sweepers of shavings, the scrapers of p i t c h , 
and c a r r i e r s of mortar. " Soon the NLU was 
denouncing the Black union as "being an a-
gent of the republican p a r t y . " 

By the e a r l y 1870's the CLNU st a r t e d de
c l i n i n g as an organization of Black workers. 
The main struggle of our people during t h i s 
time was the struggle of gaining freedom, 
land and democratic r i g h t s i n the South du
r i n g Reconstruction. The CNLU wholehearted
l y supported t h i s s truggle. Unfortunately, 
the CNLU's leadership was unclear on two 
p o i n t s . They were confused on how the na
t i o n a l and class questions should a f f e c t 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l forms. Leaders such as Mey
ers, seeing the need f o r p r a c t i c a l u n i t y 
w i t h white workers, s t a r t e d saying t h a t , 
"the time for organizations based on color 
Is past." Then as now there was m i s t r u s t 
on the part of Black workers of t h e i r white 
counterparts, and such c a l l s f o r m u l t i n a t i o n 
a l worker organizations eroded mass support. 
Secondly, and equally c r i t i c a l , the leader
ship did not understand the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between working i n a broad n a t i o n a l united 
f r o n t and maintaining an independent organ
i z a t i o n of workers. From the outset, the 
CNLU contained s u b s t a n t i a l representation 
i r o n p e t t y bourgeois progreaaive Blacks. 
The f i r s t conference included doctors, law
yers, p r i e s t s and had such delegates as 
Fredrick Douglass, Henry Garnet and Black 
republican o f f i c i a l Langston. The leader
ship recognized that Blacks must wage a 
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CASA • CAMPANA 
Con o Sm Dacumcntos*Somas Ti\ihajaiioros*'Fenemos Dcrechos*Haccmos La Riqueza 
With or Without Documants*Wf? are Workersi^Wo !I<ivo Rights*We Create Wealth 

INTRODUCTION 
C.A.S.A. - Center f o r Autonomous 

Social Action - General Brothorhood of 
Workers is an organization dedicated to 
serve and protect tho undocumenLod worker 
i n t h i s country. C.A.S.A. bcs;nn i n Los 
Angelee i n 1968 w i t h the aimG of orf^an-
I z i n g and developing these workers w i t h 
out documents. Since then C.A.S.A. has 

d i n !:<; \ 1 I ion 
w i t h conterg of defence i n San DJogo, 
Snnta Anfj , Loa Anj;clca , Ghicnj;o, San 
Antonio, New York, Snn Pedro, Greeley, 
Colorado, San Jose, and a center being 
organiaod i n Oakland. C.A.S.A. believes 
that wofU(^rfi without documents must pro
vide t h e i r own leadership. The organi-
zaLlon r e l i e s upon the c o n t r i b u t i o n s and 
c r e a t i v i t y of i t s members, and does not 
receive any government funding. The 
C.A.S.A. members r e a l i z e t h a t they must 
a c t i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t e i n a l l aspects of 
Llie organization In order to be e f f e c 
t i v e . C.A.S.A. i s an a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t 
o rganization and c a r r i e s on i t s work i n 
tlie s p i r i t of p r o l e t a r i a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
ism. I n order to counter the v i c i o u s and 
r a c i s t propaganda o£ the bourgeoisj 
C.A.S.A. plans a year long National Cam
paign of S o l i d a r i t y w i t h the Immigrant 
Worker. The National Campaign w i l l i n 
clude forums, demonetrationa) and a 
na t i o n a l tour of progressive Chicano 
c u l t u r a l workers. The campaign w i l l 
begin w i t h a mass m o b i l i z a t i o n on May CxzXx 
commorating I n t e r n a t i o n a l Workers Day 
and Ginco de Mayo. 

In these times of economic c r i s i s 
and growing r e b e l l i o n , the c a p i t a l i s t 
system needs i t s scapegoats to account 
f o r i n f l a t i o n s low wages, increasing mass 
unemployment, and food shortages. Just 
as they did during the economic c r i s i s 
of the 1930's and the 1950's the bour
geoisie i s blaming problems which they 
created on working people. 

On October 3 1 , 1 9 7 4 , former Attorney 
General W i l l i a m Saxbe issued a p u b l i c 
c a l l f o r the deportation of 1 m i l l i o n 
" I l l e g a l a l i e n s " , which i n h i s words, 
" c o n s t i t u t e a severe n a t i o n a l c r i s i s . " 
Since that time other government o f f i 
c i a l s have claimed t h a t " i f every 
i l l e g a l a l i e n were deported i t could 
mean jobs f o r as many as 7 m i l l i o n U.S. 
c i t i z e n s and l e g a l r e s i d e n t s . " 

I n order to t i g h t e n i t s g r i p on the 
s t a t e and secure i t s r u l e , the bourgeoisie 
i s p l a y i n g on the n a t u r a l fears t h a t 
working people have, t h a t i f they do not 
work they and t h e i r f a m i l i e s w i l l s t arve. 
The media i s fanning these flames of 
h y s t e r i a i n weekly and sometimes d a i l y 
news reports and a r t i c l e s about the " i l 
legals i n every f a c t o r y " t h a t "sneak 
a c r o g s the borders of o u r n a t i o n to s t e a l 
our jobs." Racial d i v i s i o n s are aggra
vated i n the working class as Mexican, 
Chinese , Dominican and H a i t i a n workers are 
portrayed as enemies r a t h e r than as f e l l o w 
workers. The leadership of the AFL-CIO 
and many Independent unions openly Join 
w i t h the bosses i n these attacks on wor
kin g people. 

C.A.S.A. st r o n g l y f e e l s that t h i s 
propaganda must be fought. The l i e s 
countered, and the r e a l cause of our 
so c i a l problems exposed. I t i s not the 
worker t h a t enters the United States 
looking f o r a job t h a t causes massive 
unemployment. I t i s the system of im
p e r i a l i s m , of monopoly c a p i t a l i s m , which 
causes world-wide economic c r i s i s , which 
causes great s u f f e r i n g and hunger f o r the 
many and great wealth and power f o r the 
few. I t i s t h i s system which we must ex
pose and i t i s against t h i s system which 
we must u n i t e . 

I t i s imperialism which plunders 
Mexico and other countries. I t i s i-m-
p«rialiein which causes the massive un-
caployaent i n Mexico. I t i s imperialism 
viihich encourages immigration during times 
of •coooBic expmslon and growth. And i t 
l« l a ^ r i a l i M which r e s o r t s to massive 
::eportaiioas nhcn overproduction causes 
:he ecoooay t o c o n t r a c t , businesses to 
clos e , and uncapLoytnt to increase. 
IMPERIALISM AHD DttKaUglOH FBOM MEXICO 

The c o l o n i a l i s m of the 
European powers was i n s t 

• e r i c a s by 
t a l i n the 

r i s e of c a p i t a l i s m . The gold and s i l v e r 
which Spain drained from the empires of 
the Aztecs and Incas passed to the c o f f e r s 
of Enj^land, Holland, and France because 
of Spain's great f o r e i g n debts to these 
cou n t r i e s . The great wealth which came 
to Europe QS a consequence of the forced 
labor of the indigenous population i n the 
mines and on pl a n t a t i o n s provided c a p i t a l 
necessary f o r the r i s e of c a p i t a l i s t pro
duction I n Europe. 

As the c o l o n i z a t i o n of the Americas 
continued, population ceniors developed 
tliroughour what i s now the Southwest and 
tho E a s t e r n Seaboard- A f t e r both the 
U.S. and Mexico won t h e i r independence 
from Europe, the U.S. began eyeing w i t h 
greed the Northern t e r r i t o r y o£ Mexico. 
The Blave-ocracy i n the South wanted more 
land f o r production of cotton and tobacco. 
Ihe r i s i n g c a p i t a l i s t class i n New England 
and New York hungered f o r the ports of 
C a l i f o r n i a f o r trade with India and China. 
A f t e r fomenting the "independence" move
ment i n Tejas and annexing the t e r r i t o r y , 
the U.S. went to war w i t h Mexico. Be
tween 1 8 3 6 and 1 8 5 3 the U.S. robbed Mexi
co of about two t h i r d s of i t s t e r r i t o r y 
and about 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 McKicans. 

A f t e r the War J Mexico was d e s t i t u t e . 
By c o n t r a a t , g o l d , s i l v e r , and immense 
wealth from the trade i n the P a c i f i c 
flowed to the North, p r o v i d i n g the r i s i n g 
c a p i t a l i s t class w i t h c a p i t a l f o r indug-
t r i a l i z a t i o n and gave i t an upper hand 
against the slave-ocracy. A f t e r the C i v i l 
War i n the U.S. the c a p i t a l i s t class had 
complete power over the s t a t e . The 
tran s c o n t i n e n t a l r a i l r o a d was b u i l t , 
i n d u s t r y f l o u r i s h e d . The Robber Barons, 
the Rockefellers, the Goulds, the Duponts, 
the Mellons, the Morgans — won c o n t r o l 
or ownership of the basic i n d u s t r i e s and 
of banking. Monopoly Capitalism had de
veloped i n the United States. 

Once again Mexico was invaded. This 
time w i t h the export of m i l l i o n s of 
d o l l a r s worth of c a p i t a l . P o r f i r i o Diaz 
had j u s t come to power i n 1 8 7 7 when he 
began negotiati>ng w i t h U.S. firms to 
construct r a i l r o a d s i n Mexico. To the 
companies which surveyed the land f o r 
the r a i l r o a d s , Diaz gave one t h i r d of a l l 
the land they surveyed. Working hand-
in-hand w i t h the i m p e r i a l i s t s , Diaz sold 
1 2 5 m i l l i o n acres of land (about one 
quarter of Mexico) containing the r i c h e s t 
o i l and mineral deposits i n the Republic. 
The i m p e r i a l i s t s from the U.S., England, 
and France came to c o n t r o l 1 0 0 7 . . of petro
leum production, 9 8 . 27o of c a p i t a l inves
ted i n mining, 9 5 . 7 7 . of investments i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e , 8 4 . 3 7 o of c a p i t a l invested 
i n i n d u s t r y , and 7 6 . 5 7 o of c a p i t a l inves
ted i n banking. The biggest investments 
came i n mining, banking, and r a i l r o a d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The investments brought b i l l i o n s i n 
p r o f i t s to the U.S. i m p e r i a l i s t s and 
riches to the r u l i n g class i n Mexico. 
However, i t brought great s u f f e r i n g to 
the masses o£ people i n Mexico. The con
s t r u c t i o n of the r a i l r o a d s disrupted the 
ej idos (communally held farm lands) i n 
the r u r a l areas. I n a d d i t i o n , Diaz held 
much of these lands up f o r p u b l i c auction. 
Hundreds of thousands of people were 
st r i p p e d o£ t h e i r land and t h e i r t r a d i 
t i o n a l means of subsistence. Farm-labor
e r s began to work f o r wages. Workers 
migrated to where there were jobs--to 
the c i t i e s , such as Veracruz and Orizaba, 
to work i n the t e x t i l e i n d u s t r i e s , to the 
r a i l r o a d s and to the mines. Mexico was 
becoming p r o l e t a r l a n l z e d . 

The Revolution of 1 9 1 0 , which over
threw Diazj also fought against the semi-
feudal land-holding system and opposed 
the d e s t r u c t i o n of the communal lands of 
the e j i d o s . But while the Revolution was 
being fought the migrations northward 
continued. I n 1 9 0 7 , 1 , 4 0 6 Mexicans im
migrated to the United States. I n 1 9 1 0 , 
1 8 , 6 9 1 came. By 1 9 1 9 , the annual immi
g r a t i o n had reached 3 0 , 0 0 0 . One year 
l a t e r , i n 1 9 2 0 , over 5 2 , 0 0 0 Mexicans im
migrated to the United States. 

During World War I the i m p e r i a l i s t s 
encouraged Immigration of Mexicans. 
Throughout the Southwest, a g r i c u l t u r e 

was being c a p i t a l i z e d and the huge 'fac
t o r i e s i n the f i e l d s ' o f agribusiness were 
formed- Between 1 9 0 0 and 1 9 2 9 about 
8 0 0 , 0 0 0 Mexicans migrated to the U.S., 
most of them cominii to the Southwest. 
I n the same time p e r i o d , a g r i c u l t u r a l 
production grew from i t s small o r i g i n s 
to a f i v e b i l l i o n d o l l a r i n d u s t r y w i t h 
Mexicans representing between 6 5 and 8 5 7 . 
of the common laborers involved i n t h i s 
production. 

I n 1 9 2 9 came the Great Depression 
and the Great Ropatriations of Mesioana. 
Not only was immigration not encouraged, 
now imperialism began the mass round-up 
and deportation of approximately 5 5 0 , 0 0 0 

Mexicans (many of them U.S. c i t i z e n s ) . 
From 1930 to the out-break of WWII i n 
1 9 4 1 , annual immigration averaged about 
2,000. I t was during WWII t h a t a g r i 
business once again required ready labor 
and once again looked toward Mexico. And 
so began the Braccro Program. 

THE BRAGERO FROGRAM 
In 1 9 4 2 , the i r r e g u l a r and spon

taneous m i g r a t i o n o£ Mexicans gave way 
to a supervised and organized m i g r a t i o n 
i n response to the s c a r c i t y of labor and 
the demands of U.S. c a p i t a l during WWII. 
I n a g r i c u l t u r e , the labor force was a l 
most completely made up o£ immigrant 
workers, p r i n c i p a l l y Mexicans, w i t h 
thousands of F i l i p i n o s , Japanese and 
Hindustanis. The Chinese had long since 
disappeared as a f a c t o r i n a g r i c u l t u r a l 
employment. 

With the outbreak of a new i m p e r i a l 
i s t war, i n d u s t r y , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and the 
service trades were expanding r a p i d l y , 
r e q u i r i n g large amounts of laborers. 
Workers were l u r e d to the higher paying 
jobs now opening up i n the c i t i e s . P i 
r a t i n g of another employer's workers be
came a commonplace p r a c t i c e . 

The f a c i s t roundups of the Japanese 
population i n 1 9 4 2 e f f e c t i v e l y displaced 
an important sector of the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
workers. The imbalances t h i s produced 
were hightened w i t h the growth of war 
ind u s t r y — s t e e l and o i l r e f i n i n g , a i r 
c r a f t and s h i p b u i l d i n g . The plants and 
shops t h a t were b u i l t also a t t r a c t e d aggr-
c u l t u r a l workers, notably from the Central 
Valley. I t was f o r these reasons t h a t 
the Bracero Program was created. 

The number of immigrant workers enter
ing the U.S. rose from 2 9 , 1 7 9 i n 1 9 4 4 to 
1 , 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n 1 9 5 4 . Public Law 7 8 became 
enacted i n 1 9 5 1 , g i v i n g the Secretary of 
Labor a u t h o r i t y to r e c r u i t Mexican workers 
f o r employment, i n c l u d i n g those who entered 
the United States i l l e g a l l y provided they 
had been there f i v e years. Agribusiness 
a c t u a l l y ran the program, r e g u l a t i n g and 
d i s t r i b u t i n g the workers i n the j o i n t i n 
t e r e s t s of a l l commercial growers and 
monopoly c a p i t a l . Their associations also 
collaborated i n f i x i n g wages a t a low l e v e l , 
and when workers responded w i t h resistance 
and organized p r o t e s t , the i m p e r i a l i s t s r e 
sponded w i t h systematic violence and re
pression, "or example, a s t r i k e by the 
Confederacion de Uniones Obrera i n 1 9 2 8 was 
broken by a r r e s t s and deportations. I n 
Brawley i n 1 9 3 4 , a workers meeting was i n 
vaded by p o l i c e o f f i c e r s armed w i t h tear 
gas and b i l l y clubs. I n Orange County i n 
1 9 3 6 , over 4 0 0 S h e r i f f ' s deputies and 
special guards b r u t a l l y put down t h e i r s t r i k 
s t r i k e . 

I t was i n t h i s s e t t i n g t h a t the phrase 
was coined, "Farming i n C a l i f o r n i a i s a 
business and not a way o£ l i f e . " Since 
the harvest i s the major labor consuming 
operation on the farms , a l a r g e r number of 
farm hands i s required. The large pool of 
u n s k i l l e d , and cheap labor power can be 
found i n Mexico. 

The end of the Bracero Program came i n 
1 9 6 5 , leaving the U.S. a g r i c u l t u r a l sector 
i n favorable c o n d i t i o n s , but leaving a vast 
number of Mexican nationals without employ
ment. Most of the Mexican workers stayed 
i n Northern Mexico rather than r e t u r n to 
t h e i r n a t i v e areas of Mexico. Unemployment 
ran as high as 5 0 7 o i n many border c i t i e s i n 
1 9 6 6 . I n 1 9 6 5 the Mexican government estab
l i s h e d the Border I n d u s t r i a l Program to 
meet the unemployment s i t u a t i o n i n Northern 
Mexico. 
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CASA CAMPANA 
Coming i n t o f u l l operation i n 1967, i t s 

primary goal was "the a l l e v i a t i o n of wide
spread unemployment prevalent along the 2,000 
mile common border with the United States", 
a problem created by the U.S. corporations 
and now t u r n i n g to serve them again. I n 1964 
72 American-owned plants euch as Magnavox, 
Samsonite, Republic Corporation, Sears and 
Roebuck, Motorola, Hugos A i r c r a f t , General 
Instrument, L i t t o n I n d u s t r i e s , Kimberly-
Clark, Memorexo e t c . , were set up along the 
border. This grew to 147 i n 1969 and 330 i n 
1972.* These p l a n t s turned out more than $50 
m i l l i o n worth of products i n 1971, a 2007. 
increase over 1969. 

The usual procedure I s to set up two 
p l a n t s , one on each elde of the border. 
Under tHie " t w i n - p l a n t " arrangement the 
products are i n i t i a l l y processed I n the 
U.S. p l a n t , sent to the Mexican side f o r 
assembly, and then returned to the Amer
ican side f o r " f i n i s h i n g and shipping". 
F i n i s h i n g could mean as much as .pasting on 
a l a b e l . The U.S. plants are u s u a l l y the 
smaller of the two. For cKample, i n an 
el e c t r o n i c s manufacturing component i n La
redo Texas 5 75 are employed as opposed 
to 1,500 i n Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. 

Given the I n f l u x of Mexican workers 
i n the border areas, Mexico w i l l become 
more and more dependent on the relocated 
U.S. i n d u s t r i e s to keep on employing 
those workers already employed to o f f s e t 
the Increase i n the population. This 
dependency means increased v u l n e r a b i l i t y 
to the whims o£ the U.S. corp o r a t i o n s , 
s h i f t i n g the power of economic planning 
away from Mexico and over to the i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l corporations. The U.Ŝ  can also 
use t h i s s i t u a t i o n to i t s best p o l i t i c a l 
i n t e r e s t s . Thus, whenever the U.S. 
experiences economic recessions. I n f l a 
t i o n , food shortages and unemployment 
the e f f e c t s i n Mexico, an underdeveloped 
country, w i l l be devastating. I t i s the 
conditions of poverty, hunger, misery, 
and 507. unemployment i n Mexico created 
by U.S. imperialism which forces our 
people to immigrate to the superdeveloped 
U.S. to earn.a l i v i n g . These people con
s t i t u t e the most vulnerable and e x p l o i t e d 
sectors of the United States working 
class. The Immigrant worker without any 
soc i a l or l e g a l p r o t e c t i o n i s always the 
l a s t h i r e d and the f i r s t f i r e d . He i s 
constantly subject to r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n 
a t i o n , n a t i o n a l chauvinism, and class 
e x p l o i t a t i o n , and must fend o f f ever-
increasing attacks by the repressive 
forces of U.S. monopoly c a p i t a l _ s p e c i f i 
c a l l y the I.N.S. and l o c a l p o l i c e . 

The f u n c t i o n of the state under 
monopoly c a p i t a l i s m i s to maintain the 
r u l e c£ the i m p e r i a l i s t s . This i t does 
by use of i t s repressive apparatus, 
( c o u r t s , p o l i c e , army, ideology) to 
attack and repress and u l t i m a t e l y to 
destroy any movements which may oppose 
or threaten tbe s u r v i v a l of t h i s system. 

To maintain his existance the cap
i t a l i s t must secure the greatest p r o f i t 
possible. When i t i s i n h i s i n t e r e s t s , 
he w i l l i n v e s t i n new machinery and the 
b ^ s t techniques a v a i l a b l e . He pushes h i s 
workers w i t h speedups and raised pro
duction quotas, a l l a t the expense of the 
workers who create wealth f o r the cap
i t a l i s t s . 

This mechanization r e s u l t s i n unem
ployment, f o r c i n g workers i n t o the r e -
serve army of labor. The n a t u r a l growth 
of the labor f o r c e , i . e . through immi
g r a t i o n , r u r a l to urban migrations and 
b i r t h r a t e s , along w i t h displacement due 
to mechanization adds to the reserve army. 
This reserve army la a product of the 
c a p i t a l i s t system and i s absolutely 
e s s e n t i a l to i t . The c a p i t a l i s t system 
must have t h i s pool of cheap and a v a i l 
able labor when i t expands i t s i n d u s t r i e s 
and I s t h r i v i n g , euch as during booming 
war periods when the defense in d u s t r y i s 
c a l l e d upon by Uncle Sam to produce tons 
and tons of heavy war machines. The re
serve army also hurts the bargaining power 
of workers w i t l i jobs. I f ihey complain 
about work condltlone or demand b e t t e r 
wages, the boss can always t e l l them, " i f 
you don't l i k e i t then leave, there are 
plenty who can always replace you." What 
can the worker say? This reserve popu
l a t i o n i s also necessary f o r new f i e l d s 
of industry t h a t open up, such as t r a n 

s i s t o r s , computers, and photocopying 
machines i n recent years. The c a p i t a l 
i s t s can't very w e l l take workers from 
Other plants and i n d u s t r i e s , t h i s would 
j u s t h u r t production i n those i n d u s t r i e s 
as workers s h i f t e d from one in d u s t r y to 
another. In s t e a d , they make use of the 
vast army of unemployed. Also, when the 
size of the reserve army gets too l a r g e , 
the c a p i t a l i s t s seek t o maintain i t at 
a manageable size. Consequently, as the 
conditions of monopoly c a p i t a l worsen, 
large numbers of undocumented workers ars 
sent out o£ the country. 

We saw i n the Great Depression of 
the 1939 period 550,000 Mexicans deported. 
I n the recession o£ the 1950's , three and 
one h a l f m i l l i o n were taken, w i t h one 
m i l l i o n i n 1954 alone, during "Operation 
Wetback". A great number of these were 
c i t i z e n s , or people w i t h every l e g a l r i g h t 
to be i n t h i s country. I n the l a s t seven 
years the f o i l o w i A g n%anber o£ people have 
been sent back to Mexico; 1968; 142,520. 
In 1969; 199,572. I n 1970; 265,539. 
I n 1971; 400,000. I n 1972; 505,940. 
I n 1973; 670,000. Last year, over 701,000 
were sent back w i t h a c a l l made by William 
Saxbe to round up another ONE MILLION i n 
19751 

The Mexican immigrant worker without 
papers i s under attack by the most reac
ti o n a r y sectors of U.S. monopoly c a p i t a l 
i n i t s most desperate, c o r r u p t , and t e r 
r o r i s t i c form -- fascism. With i t s roots-
i n the concentration and c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of 
c a p i t a l , fascism represents the c r i s i s of 
the s t a t e l o s i n g i t s power over the gener
a l population and the working class i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . 

We are seeing the rejuvenation of the 
t a c t i c s used by H i t l e r i n Nazi Germany 
against the Jews. Dragnet raids have t e r 
r o r i z e d our communities i n past years and 
t e r r o r i z e us today. Whole neighborhoods 
are cordoned o f f by agents of the Immigra
t i o n and N a t u r a l i z a t i o n Service w i t h the 
ai d of l o c a l p o l i c e . Then w i t h great 
e f f i c i e n c y the cordoned o f f areas are 
combed by the f a s c i s t agents, entering 
homes i l l e g a l l y , entering worksites, chur
ches and schools, b r u t a l i z i n g the occupants 
i n a manner we can only associate w i t h 
facism, and i f the occupants f a i l to pro
duce s a t i s f a c t o r y documents, they are 
summarily apprehended. 

Immigration agents w i l l enter fac
t o r i e s and canneriea and canneries deman
ding some form of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h f u l l 
cooperation and knowledge of the employers. 
Again, unless i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s produced 
to the s a t i s f a c t i o n of the immigration 
agent, the immigrant worker w i l l be de
ported. 

P a r t i c u l a r mention must be made of 
the t e r r i b l e i n j u s t i c e s s u f f e r e d by 
hundreds of thousands of workers, espe
c i a l l y those wit h wives and c h i l d r e n 
born i n the U.S. Once they have been 
deported to Mexico, i t i s impossible f o r 
them to r e t u r n to t h e i r country of b i r t h , 
simply because the head of the family has 
no v i s a . What could be more inhumane than 
to f o r c i b l y d i v i d e f a m i l i e s whose only 
crime I s to have dark s k i n , and be of 
Mexican or L a t i n descent. 

immigration law and repressive l e 
g i s l a t i o n i s another aspect of the state 
apparatus and aleo has an exonomlc and 
p o l i t i c a l base. In a class society the 
purpose of any law i s to maintain the 
class r e l a t i o n s h i p s J t h a t ©£ e x p l o i t e r 
and e x p l o i t e d and to p r o t e c t the i n t e r 
ests and p r i v a t e property of the class 
i n power. Law and law enforcement a r i s e 
out of the necessities of the dominant 
class; those who own the corporations and 
who c o n t r o l the economic and p o l i t i c a l 
system of t h i s countryo That i s why 

there are no laws which prevent corpor
ations from b r i n g i n g i n b i l l i o n s of do l 
l a r s i n p r o f i t s annually from shops that 
have "migrated" to other countries; t h a t 
i s why there are no tax laws which prevent 
lower income people from paying more taxes 
than people i n higher income brackets; 
t h a t i s why p r i v a t e property i s determined 
not by those who work i t and produce i t , 
but r a ther by those who own i t . Law i s 
used to pursue the quest f o r p r o f i t s . 
Consequently, the economic s i t u a t i o n of 
t h i s country has a d i r e c t e f f e c t on immi
g r a t i o n law and the enforcement of c i v i l 
r i g h t s , not only of " a l i e n s " but of a l l 
people i n t h i s country. 

The undocumented worker has no c i v i l 
r i g h t s i n t h i s country as i s claimed by 
the D i l l of Rights. C i v i l r i g h t s , l i k e 
the r e s t of the laws, are made and en
forced f o r the b e n e f i t of one cl a s s , the 
bourgeoisie. Ue see t h a t when the r u l i n g 
class i s secure i n i t s p o s i t i o n of power, 
w i t h a r e l a t i v e l y stable economy, bour
geois democracy reigns and the myth of 
c i v i l r i g h t s i s perpetuated. But, when 
th$ class i n power i s insecure and unsure 
of i t s e l f , when i t s p o l i t i c a l c o r r u p t i o n 
i s exposed, when i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n f l u 
ence i s checked by the people's l i b e r a 
t i o n struggles around the world, and 
when the workers struggle begins to de
velop w i t h i n her very own gut, then 
c a p i t a l i s m begins to lose c o n t r o l and the 
myth of c i v i l r i g h t s i s exposed, b l a t a n t l y 
and shamelessly. 

Racist and a n t i - l a b o r l e g i s l a t i o n , 
l i k e the Kennedy-Rodino B i l l , seeks to 
r e l i e v e the employer of a l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
i n regards to h i r i n g undocumented workers 
and to t u r n employers i n t o policemen, must 
be exposed by a l l progressive and con
scientious people. C.A.S.A. has sent 
hundreds of p e t i t i o n s and thousands of 
l e t t e r s to Senator Kennedy and Congress
man Rodino, has c a r r i e d out popular pro
paganda programs and sponsored mass ed
ucat i o n a l m o b i l i z a t i o n s against the re
pressive laws and the many i n j u s t i c e s 
d i r e c t e d toward workers without documents. 

C.A.S.A, - General Brotherhood of 
Workers i s preparing to launch a 
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN OF SOLIDARITY WITH 
IMMIGRANT WORKERS combating not only 
the repression d i r e c t e d against our 
immigrant brothers and s i s t e r s , but a l l 
repression i n general i n c l u d i n g the im
p e r i a l i s t drugs which f i n d t h e i r way i n t o 
our communities and our homes to poison 
and a l i e n a t e our youth. These are drugs 
brought i n by the U.S. government - CIA 
as another t o o l to d i v i d e and create fear 
between one sector of our community 
against another. Forced s t e r i l i z a t i o n s , 
aimed e s p e c i a l l y towards L a t i n a s , w i t h i t s 
roots i n racism, i s another form of re
pression which a l l people must struggle 
against. 

The campaign seeks to expose the 
c a p i t a l i s t c r i s i s f o r what i t is and to 
expose fascism and i t s i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
which i s being constructed d a i l y , i . e . 
urban renewal, p o l i c e beef up programs, 
and the c r e a t i o n of s p e c i a l l y t r a i n e d 
armed p o l i c e u n i t s . The great m a j o r i t y 
of t e l e v i s i o n programs are from the p o i n t 
of view of a p o l i c e m e n t a l i t y . They want 
to make people believe t h a t without the 
p o l i c e crime w i l l overrun us and there 
w i l l never be any peace. Protests around 
the country which threaten the c r e d i b i l i t y 
of the government are met w i t h the armed 
forces of the s t a t e . We need only c i t e 
the A t t i c a R e b e l l i c n , Wounded Knee, and 
the march which took place a f t e r the 
National Immigration Conference l a s t 
March i n Los Angeles, where several peo
ple were beaten and arrested. 

C.A.S.A. feels t h a t as wide a base 
as possible i s necessary to cope w i t h the 
problem at hand. Therefore, the f o l l o w i n g 
seclor.q w i l l lio concentrated on i n our 
campaign^ Dworkcra, 2) the popular commu
n i t y , 3)stud(;nts, 4)camposinos , 5 ) i n t G l -
l e c t u a l f i , and 6)tlu; l e f t . To help r a i s e 
fund.s f o r C.A.S.A. and tlio National Cam
paign, wc w i l l sponsor various f u n d r a i s 
ers. I f you would l i k e to support C.A.S.A. 
i n any way, donations, lalior etc. , w r i t e 
to C.A.S.A.—Oakland, 380H E. 14th St., 
Oakland, C a l i f o m i n . 

The r i g l i t s of tho undocumented wor
ker must bo defended, f o r i t i s your 
r i g h t s t h a t you also struggle f o r . To 
defend tho immigrant worker i s to learn 
to defend y o u r s e l f . 
UN DAKO CONTRA UNO ES UN DANO CONTRA TODCSI!! 
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BREAK DE CHAINS GEORGE 
JACKSON: 

• •PRISON W O R K ^ ^ 

"Henceforward, the i n t e r e s t s of one 
w i l l be the i n t e r e s t s of a l l , f o r i n 
concrete f a c t everyone w i l l be d i s 
covered by the troops, everyone w i l l 
be massacred-or everyone w i l l be saved.' 

FANON 
"Where there i s u n i t y there i s s t r e n g t h " 
i s not merely an old worn out ell<?he, hut 
a truism, a f a c t . The greatest asset 
to the pigs i n t h e i r operations to 
destroy us and our work i s that our 
di s u n i t e d , i s o l a t e d and i n d i v i d u a l 
e f f o r t s make i t easy f o r them 
And i t i s i r o n i c that 
we should i n any way as s i s t them i n 
our d e s t r u c t i o n . The t a c t i c s of 
p o l i t i c a l represBlon did succeed i n 
transforming some of the methods of 
our resistance. Tt res u l t e d i n a slow 
down i n work by some of us. due l a r g e l y 
to f e a r , mental laziness and l i b 
eralism on our p a r t . We a l l know, 
however, that the struggle l a not now 
dead, and never w i l l be. But i t s 
being a l i v e i s not nearly enough. 
Our atruggle muat be cacalated! Tt 
i s necessary, then, that the s i s t e r s 
and brothers whose s i t u a t i o n s we claim 
to concern ourselves w i t h know 
that they have our support. We should 
l e t a l l p o l i t i c a l prisoners of the world 
know th a t we support t h e i r e f f o r t s not 
only I n theory, but i n p r a c t i c e as w e l l . 
Just voice support i s not enough. We 
must engage a d a i l y struggle against 
the f a s c i s t keepers and guards of our 
wa r r i o r s . We have to stop pretenaing 

to care about things we're not w i l l i n g 
to make r e a l commitments to do something 
about. And i n so doing, we must r e 
member that our e f f o r t s w i l l never be 
successful i f we continue to work i n 
i s o l a t i o n of the masses. We must, i n 
everything we do, s t r i v e to involve 
•ore and more people i n t h i s our 
c o l l e c t i v e s t r u g g l e . 
There are many things that an i n d i v i d u a l 
can do to help i n maintaining a constant 
watch over the l i v e s of our comrades 
that are now held i n US concentration 
camps. 
A. F i r s t understand that the 
d i a l e c t i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
repression and resistance means 
that any re v o l u t i o n a r y movement i s 
going to produce p o l i t i c a l prisoners. 
B. Understand t h a t support of p o l i t i 
c a l prisoners i s a form of s e l f -
defense, f o r every time the s t a t e 
a r r e s t s someone, frames someone, 
sentences someone, i t i s , i n f a c t 
a t t a c k i n g the r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement. 
C. B u i l d l i n k s w i t h people facing t r i a l s 
or m prison. And at the same time 
b u i l d a l i n k w i t h the community so that 
they too, may begin to ehow support. 
Incorporate support f o r p o l i t i c a l 
prisoners i n a l l mass work. 
D. We must stop a c t i n g l i k e pen-pals 
or lovers and present some work i n i t s 
tr u e s t forms. By doing t h i s , a l l of 
us W i l l develop p o l i t i c a l respon
s i b i l i t y . , ^.^^ ̂  
F.. Support prisoners w i t h p o l i t i c a l 
l i t e r a t u r e and books, money f o r com
missary, l e g a l assistance and any 
Other work that can gain and push 
for a release of a prisoner, e i t h e r 
l e g a l l y through the courts, or hy 
means necessary to acquire that 
freedom that we a l l speak of. 

The above suggestions are important 
i n r e a l i t y i f wc fo l l o w through our 
committments. Tt I s r e g r e t f u l that 
many of these prisoners of war have 
been f o r g o t t e n or overlooked. And 

tragedy of our unconcern I n t h i s 
r e ^ U ^ I s that f a i l u r e to awaken 

concern and to mob 11 Ize 
eoBBplclous and contlnnu.s 
rf In itoelr behalf may well 

ic l« • ' a b i l i t y to 
itrely e l i m i n a t e 

f o r g e t that despite i d e o l o g i c a l 
d i f f e r e n c e s among us a l l , we must 
remember the necessity to support 
a l l of those who struggle i n 
quest of l i b e r a t i o n f o r the oppres
sed. For i t i s only through a UNITED 
Front of support that our various 
b a t t l e s w i l l someday r e s u l t i n a com
mon v i c t o r y f o r us a l l . 

S e t t l e your q u a r r e l s , come toge t h e r , tinder stand 
the r e a l i t y o f our s i t u a t i o n , understand i h a t 
fascism i s already here, t h a t people are a Irtsdy 
dying who could be saved, t h a t generations more 
w i l l d i e or l i v e poor butchered h a l f - l i v e s i f 
you f a l l to a c t . Do what must be done, discover 
your humanity and your love i n r e v o l u t i o n . Pass 
on the t o r c h . J o i n us, give up your l i f e f o r 
the reople. ~ 

FROM VIETNAM ̂ p - . 

TO 

C.LW. 

LETTERS FROM VIETNAM TO SISTERS IN 
CALIFORNIA JAILS 
Dear S i s t e r s , 

With great emotion and deep 
sjrmpathy we have read your l e t t e r s 
brought by Arlene Eisen Bergman, who, 
i n a d d i t i o n , t o l d us many d e t a i l s 
about your hard conditions and s t r u g 
gle i n prieon. 

We are very moved and ready 
to give our ardent support to a l l the 
s i s t e r s who are l i v i n g under the claw 
of the b r u t a l beast—U.S. imperialism. 
We have a common enemy, dear s i s t e r s ; 
that's why we share our hardships 
and happiness. That i s why every 
a c t i v i t y against the enemy, every 
v i c t o r y won by you c o n s t i t u t e s a 
source of great encouraoement and 

assistance to our Vietnamese people. 
¥our v i o t o r i e a and atruggle are a 
source of gladness f o r us. 

Now, i n the South of our country, 
there arc a t l l l 200,000 p o l l t l p a l 
prisoners detained I l l e g a l l y by the 
Thieu c l i q u e . Our f r i e n d Arlene. 
a f t e r her v i s i t to our country w i n 
c e r t a i n l y t e l l you about the concrete 
s i t u a t i o n and struggles of our 
prisoners. We ask her to embrace you 
a l l on behalf of the Vietnamese s i s t e r s 
here. Thank you s i n c e r e l y f o r your 
support and enthusiasm. Our r e v o l 
u t i o n a r y love and combatantshlp to 
you. On behalf of our Vietnamese 
s i s t e r s , we send you our most ardent 
m i l i t a n t greetings and highest 
expressions of s o l i d a r i t y and s i s t e r 
hood and love. 

We are always beside you i n our 
common struggle f o r peace, j u s t i c e and 
freedom. 

THE VIET NAM WOMEN'S UNION* 

"There are 5 m i l l i o n a c t i v e members 
in the V i e t Nam Women's Union. 

* ATTICA * 
The A t t i c a Prison Rebellion was not an 

is o l a t e d i n c i d e n t . Most large prisons i n 
the U.S. have seen major u p - r i s i n g s i n the 
l a s t f i v e years, a l l d i r e c t e d against the 
racism, b r u t a l i t y and general degradation 
of prison existence. Today there are about 
1,300,000 Americans i n p r i s o n , n i n e t y per
cent of them Black, Latino and poor white 
people from the urban ghettos of America. 
I n New York State alone, prisoners at 
Rikers I s l a n d , Queens and Brooklyn houses 
of detention, the Tombs, and Auburn Prison 
had r i s e n up to b r i n g t b e i r i n t o l e r a b l e -
l i v i n g conditions to the. a t t e n t i o n of the. 

racism which i s one of the prisons and 
society's most e f f e c t i v e t o o l s f o r d i v i d i n g 
and c o n t r o l l i n g the population. They elected 
Black, Latino and white prisoners to 
negotiate w i t h p r i s o n a u t h o r i t i e s . 

One of the n e g o t i a t o r s . Commissioner of 
Corrections, Russell Oswald said that the 
changes the prisoners demanded were "one 
hundred years over-due". The one demand 
that Oswald refused to meet was t o t a l 
amnesty. This was the t e s t of good f a i t h 
of the prison o f f i c a l s , and Oswalds f a i l u r e 
to meet t h i s demand le d to the breakdown of 
nego t i a t i o n s . 

Nelson Rockefeller, then governor of 
New York State, could not t o l e r a t e the 
challenge, which the "prisoner's s o c i e t y " 
posed to sta t e a u t h o r i t y and the prison 

people- a l l before A t t i c a exploded. Prisoners system as a whole. On September 13th, w i t h 
at Auburn i n November, 1970 were promised 
t o t a l amnesty, and were beaten gassed and 
maced i n t h e i r c e l l s the next day. They 
learned not to t r u s t the promises of the 
State. 

Before the A t t i c a u p r i s i n g of September 
1971, the prisoners had made a number 

of peaceful attempts to change the jub-human 
conditions under which they were forced to 
l i v e . These attempts were met w i t h broken 
promises and b r u t a l i t y . 

These are the forces that created the 
u p r i s i n g : 

(1) Denial of humane conditions f o r the 
prisoners on every l e v e l : i n e d i b l e food, 
one shower a week, 25 cents a day f o r wages, 
f i v e minute parole hearings, constant abuse 
and b r u t a l i t y by an a l l - w h i t e , small town 
corps of guards, no human contact w i t h t h e i r 
lo-'ed ones. 

( 2 ) The bet r a y n l of tlie prisoners' 
ttempts at change had created a s i t u a t i o n 

of t o t a l d i s t r u s t and f r u s t r a t i o n . 
On September 9, 1971, the men of A t t i c a 

oae up to challenge the a u t h o r i t i e s who 
were subjecting them to the Inhumane t r e a t 
ment accorded to prisoners; they d i d what 
any hviraan being w i t h s e l f - r e s p e c t would do 
under s i m i l a r circunstanccs. 1280 prisoners 
took over the e n t i r e i n s t i t u t i o n , but were 
driven Lack i n t o U yard and the surrounding 
c e l l b l o c k s , t aking 38 hostages w i t h them. 

During the four days they occupied the 
D yard, these men created a society and an 
order which was organized and d i s c i p l i n e d . 
They refused to t r e a t t h e f r hostages as they 
were t r e a t e d ; the hostages received medical 
treatment, they were fed before the prisoners 

orders from Rockefeller and without warning 
or clear ultimatum, State troopers and 
prison guards moved i n to crush the r e v o l t . 
Armed w i t h CS gas, automatic weapons, and 
shotguns, the o f f i c e r s poured 2200 rounds 
3f ammunition i n t o the unarmed men of A t t i c a 
Orison and t h e i r hostages. 43 people died 
Ln the assault. 

43 men cannot be massacred i n s i l e n c e . 
The s t a t e , q u i c k l y r e a l i s i n g i t s blunder, 
t r i e d t o coverup by r e p o r t i n g that prisoners 
had s l i t the throats and castrated several 
hostages. The o f f i c i a l autopsy r e p o r t s — r e 
leased the next day—proved that a l l those 
who died on the 13th were s l a i n by p o l i c e 
b u l l e t s . 

Trying to patch up the f i r s t coverup 
attempt, the s t a t e f a b r i c a t e d a massive 
number of indictments against 62 prisoners 
of A t t i c a i n an e f f o r t to portray the prisoners 
as barbarians and the s t a t e o f f i c i a l s as 
saviours. The Brothers were i n d i c t e d by an 
a l l white Grand Jury, composed of fri e n d s 
and r e l a t i v e s of prison employees. The 
charges carry a maximum sentence of over 
60,000 years. I'o prevent die cover from 
being exposed, the s t a t e has spent over $9 
m i l l i o n to prosecute and confine the A t t i c a 
Brothers, while the A t t i c a Brothers Legal 
Defense has not received one cent of o f f i c i a l 
money. 

Since the indictments came down and 
hearings began the s t a t e lias used every 
t a c t i c possible to keep the t r u t h about 
A t t i c a from s u r f a c i n g . The t r i a l of two of 
the defendants emulates the states' p r a c t i c e 
from 1971 to the present. 

Charley Joe Pe r n a s l l i c e and Dacajeweiah 
were fed, they s l e p t on mattresses while the were accused of murderfng prfson gaard 
priaooers s l e p t on the ground. W i l l i a m Qulnn. The defendants were denied 

Above a l l the prisoners overcame the cont. on page 7 



ATTICA (cont.) 
both the r i g h t t o speak i n t h e i r own defense 
and the r i g h t to a j u r y of t h e i r peers. A l 
though hoth men are Native Ap»eri«ans, there 
were no Native Americans on the j u r y . The 
defendants were not given the r i g h t to 
i n t e r v i e w the j u r o r s . Testimony concerning 
conditions i n the prison before the u p r i s i n g ; 
about the events leading up to the r e v o l t , 
and the massacre th a t ended i t were not 
allowed. Defense witnesses were kept from 
t e s t i f y i n g and prosecution witnesses that 
were i n prison at the time were i n t i m i d a t e d 
and t o r t u r e d i n t o t e s t i f y i n g against the men. 

Although the defense was r e s t r i c t e d to 
the events of September 9, i t s t r o n g l y r e 
f u t e d the caoe prcoented by the prosecution. 
Testimony was given by prisoners t h a t 
Charley Joe and Dacajeweiah had nothing 
to do w i t h the death of 'Juinn. 

I n s p i t e of the t r u t h . Charley Joe and 
Dacajeweiah were found g u i l t y on A p r i l 5, 
1975. 

What wo are now seeing I n the A t t t c a 
t r i a l s i s the f i n a l desperate attempt by 
the s t a t e to s h i e l d from being brought to 
t r i a l those o f f i c i a l s who are c r i m i n a l l y 
responsible f o r t h e mass murder of September 
13. The s t a t e i s t r y i n g to force a l l of 
the people who have been working w i t h and 
supporting the prison atruggle to d i v e r t 
t h e i r time, energy and money i n t o long, 
expensive t r i a l s . By c a r e f u l l y avoiding 
charges that people usually I d e n t i f y w i t h 
p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s , such as conspiracy, 
r i o t i n g , etc. the s t a t e i s hoping t h a t 
p e o p l e w i l l f a i l t o understand the p o l i t 
i c a l nature o£ the charges. 

A t t i c a has i t s h l B t o r l o a l p a r a l l e l s 
at a l l levels—Wounded Knee, people i n a 
d i t c h i n My L a i , 200,000 p o l i t i c a l prisoners 
i n Saigon's J a i l s . A t t i c a i s testimony to 
the f a c t t h a t the t r u t h cannot be kept 
behind prison w a l l s , and t h a t the struggles 
of oppressed people i n t h i s country are one 
and the same st r u g g l e ; t h a t t h i s s t r uggle 
began long before the r e b e l l i o n at A t t i c a 
and t h a t i t w i l l continue u n t i l v i c t o r y has 
been a t t a i n e d . 

LOS TRES ^ 
A l b e r t O r t i z and Rodolfo Sanchez, two 
of Los Tres, three Mexicano a n t i - d r u g 
a c t i v i s t s who were entrapped and convic
ted by the U.S. government i n 1971, were 
once again imprisoned March 24, 1975. 

The case of Los Tree stems from an 
a l t e r c a t i o n i n which a heroin pusher was 
shot and wounded. The pusher was l a t e r 
revealed t o be an agent of the Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs. 

Juan Fernandez, 
Alberto O r t i z 

LOS TRES 
Rodolfo Sanohea, and 

Los Tres were immediately and 
b r u t a l l y a r r e s t e d . A f t e r a two hour 
sea r c h i n which the Pico Gardens housing 
p r o j e c t s i n E a s t Los Angeles were 
blocked o f f whllQ f e d e r a l and l o o a l 
p o l i c e swarmed through, O r t i z . Sanchez 
and Juan Fernandez were surrounded, po
l i c e h e l i c o p t e r s hovering over t h e i r 
hoadB-

T h e i r t r i a l was an example of the 
i n j u s t i c e working people r e c e i v e and can 
expect to r e c e i v e i n t h i s country. 
Robert Canales. the wounded agent, t e s 
t i f i e d t h a t the three men knew him only 
as BObhW Parker, the DUSher. not ae a 
f e d e r a l agent. He knew t h a t maintaining 
the i d e n t i t y of a pusher would cause Los 
T r e s to confront him with the ultimatums 
stop d e a l i n g drugs or be run out of the 
neighborhood. 

gonvioted of conspiracy t o commit 
crimes against the United States i t s e l f , 
assault on a f e d e r a l agent, and robbery 
o£ a "custodian of mail matter, money, 
and other property of the United States" 
(Jesse James A c t ) , Los Tres were sen
tenced by Lawrence Lydick (appointee, 
ex-law partner, business associate and 
personal f r i e n d of NiKon) t o a combined 
t o t a l of 75 years i n p r i s o n . 

Lydick a t no time permitted t h e i r 
defense of no p r i o r knowledge of Bobby 
Parker's r e a l i d e n t i t y . He d i d allow 
improper courtroom t a c t i c s by the pro-
sQcutor, such as having the j u r y searched 
as they entered the courtroom,creating 
rear and suspicion among them. 

Lydiek refused t o h a l t FBI hounding 
of defense i n v e s t i g a t o r g (a f e l o n y ) , 
s t a t i n g he d i d not believe the Federal 
Bureau of I n v e s t i g a t i o n would do such 
a t h i n g . 

A county drug expert was not allowed 
t o t e s t i f y t h a t law enforeement agenoiee 
cannot deal w i t h the drug problem, t h a t 
communities have t o organize themselves 
against i t . Lydick r u l e d the testimony 
immaterial. 

When the prosecutor addressed the 
j u r y , accusing Rodolfo, Juan and Alberto 
of being pushers and p o l i c e k i l l e r s , of 
intending t o use money taken from Canales 
to b a i l out t h e i r "cop k i l l e r " f r i e n d , 
inflammatory remarks f o r which he p r o v i 
ded no evidence, Lydick d i d nothing t o 
stop the prosecutor or t o declare h i s 
remarks "immaterial". 

F i n a l l y , despite the f a c t t h a t Can-
ales had been f i r s t t o reach f o r a gun, 
the judge d i d not i n s t r u c t the j u r y on 
self-defense. 

Why t h i s frameup by the government 
and i t e agency, BNDD, which purportedly 
f i g h t s drug t r a f f i c ? How could Los Tres 
be conspiring against the U.S. when they 
confronted a drug pusher? Drugs, l i k e 
armies, p o l i c e and c o u r t s , are a form of 
repression, intended t o destroy r e s i s 
tance and the s p i r i t of reeietanoe by 
communities t o oppression. 

Although f a m i l i a r f a s c i s t methods of 
destroying c i v i l r i g h t s (dragnets, im
migration r a i d s , psychosurgery, methadone) 
are used i n the U.S. today, the i m p e r i a l 
i s t s and t h e i r government stooges have 
not yet resorted t o the murderous t e r r o r 
t h a t e x i s t s , f o r example, i n Chile today. 
Their means of c o n t r o l are more sub t l e . 

Drugs provide an answer to the problem 
of c o n t r o l . Besides the enormous p r o f i t s 
of drug t r a f f i c (possibly $5.5 b i l l i o n a 
y e a r — t h e nation's l a r g e s t constmier import) 
a d d i c t i o n means much more. Drugs k i l l 
any k ind of s o c i a l consciousness through 
t h e i r a l i e n a t i n g e f f e c t s . Drugs separate 
t h e i r v i c t i m s from the r e a l i t y of t h e i r 
l i f e . They are a means t o escape the d a i l y 
pressure i n f l i c t e d by a c a p i t a l i s t system 
on working people. Smack makes i t s slaves 
p o l i t i c a l l y helpless. I t makes i s o l a t e d 
outlaws of those who might otherwise lead 
the a t t a ck against i n j u s t i c e i n American 
society. Faced w i t h t;he d a i l y horrors of 
slum l i f e , many young people t u r n on t o 
scag, d i r e c t i n g t h e i r anger and f r u s t r a 
t i o n s against themselves r a t h e r than out
ward against t h e i r oppressors. Heroin i s 
a form of genocide i n which the v i c t i m pays 
to get k i l l e d . 

I t i s no accident t h a t there i s an 
increase i n b a r b i t u r a t e s and amphetamines 
a v a i l a b l e among youth. These p i l l s are 
products of U.S. pharmaceutical corpora
t i o n s . They overproduce f o r no other 
source of d i s t r i b u t i o n than the black 
market. These companies have a p r o f i t 
able i n t e r e s t i n drug a d d i c t i o n . 

I n areas where p o l i t i c a l conscious
ness has begun t o blossom, where people 
are becoming p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e , drug 
t r a f f i c has been used t o k i l l t h e i r minds. 
In Watts, Newark and other black commu
n i t i e s a f t e r r o b o l i i o n s against conditions 
of poverty, drugs appeared i n abundance. 
I n East Los Angeles a f t e r mass walkouts 
by Mexican youth i n p r o t e s t of the lack of 
educational o p p o r t u n i t i e s and school con
d i t i o n s , drugs appeared t o k i l l any f u r t h e r 
consciousness. 

Understanding t h i s , hundreds of thou
sands of people u n i t e d i n support of Los 
Tres, against repressive drug t r a f f i c , and 
against state-enforced e x p l o i t a t i o n of a l l 
others by the r u l i n g class. A f t e r a two 
and a h a l f year campaign the people f i n a l l y 
accumulated $150,000 t o b a i l the brothers 
out. 

But When attorneys attempted t o depo
s i t the b a i l , the s t a t e said there was no 
b a i l . A f t e r Judge Lydick declared there 
was b a i l , the prosecutor attempted t o have 
b a i l increased on the r a c i s t grounds t h a t 
Los Tres, l i k e a l l Mexicans, would s p l i t 
t o Mexico. 

For over a week, hundreds dcmonstra-
te<3 outsi(3e the courthouse. To the r e 
j e c t i o n o f b a i l , the people demanded, 
" B a i l now, f r e e Los Tres!" To the attempt 
t o r a i s e the b a i l , the peoplQ shouted, 
"we want Los Tres out now!" And t o the 
e n t i r e frameup and t r i a l , the people de
manded, "Drop the charges, f r e e Los Tres!" 
And the people won. Los Tres were r e l e a 
sed on $150,000 b a i l i n November, 1973. 

Since then the case has been before 
the U.S. Supreme Court on a p e t i t i o n f o r 
review. 

i n May, 1974, again due t o the n a t i o n 
wide support of Latinos and other working 
people, the Ninth C i r c u i t Court of Appeals 
dismissed one of the charges against them, 
the Jesse James Act, reducing t h e i r com
bined sentence by 40 years. 

On March 24, 1975, however, the Su
preme Court denied t h e i r p e t i t i o n f o r r e 
v i e w — r e f u s e d t o hear the case. i n so 
doing, the court determined t h a t you need 
not know t h a t a person i s a f e d e r a l agent 
to be convicted of a s s a u l t i n g an agent and 
jzonspiring t o commit crimes against the 
U.S. government!! 

Within hours of the Supreme Court 
de c i s i o n , Lydick, though Los Tres had 25 
days t o p e t i t i o n f o r rehearing, revoked 
b a i l and issued a r r e s t warrants. Sanchez 
and O r t i z were immediately picked up by 
armed FBI agents. 

The whereabouts of Fernandez remain 
unknown. A l l e g e d l y seeking him, 20 agents 
w i t h shotguns, p i s t o l s and automatic wea
pons broke down the doors of the National 
Committee t o Free Los Tres o f f i c e i n Bast 
L.A., ripped out phone wires and ransacked 
the place. 

A h a l f hour l a t e r agents surrounded 
the home of Juan Fernandez' mother and Six 
plainclothesmen entered the house. Three 
agents went i n t o the bedroom and pointed 
handguns at Mrs. Fernandez (one agent 
pointed two guns a t her) and demanded she 
t e l l them where Juan was, saying t o her 
over and over t h a t Juan would be K i l l e d 
i f he d i d not t u r n himself i n . 

That n i g h t armed agents again entered 
Mrs. Fernandez' home without knocking, 
claiming they were going t o r e t u r n any 
time they wanted t o . Cars parked outside 
maintained a continuous stakeout. 

The defense, f o l l o w i n g the a r r e s t of 
O r t i z and Sanchez, immediately appealed 
the i l l e g a l revocation of b a i l and deman
ded t h e i r releaae from the Los Angeles 
County J a i l . Los Tres had a period of 
25 days t o p e t i t i o n f o r a rehearing* during 
t h a t time the case remains i n the hands 
of the Supreme Court. The p e t i t i o n has 
been f i l e d . Judge Lydick signed a r r e s t 
warrants a n t i c i p a t i n g a d e n i a l . He had no 
mandate of the case before him. 

The Supreme Court decision and Gestapo 
s t y l e a r r e s t s of Los Tres b r i n g us a step 
closer t o l e g a l c onditions of Nazi Germany 
i n the '30's and Chile today. 

Fascism, made insecure by economic 
c r i s i s , workers' unrest and the t h r e a t of 
l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s , r e l i e s on b r u t a l i t y 
t o reassert c o n t r o l . This i s shown by 
c o u r t decisions g i v i n g the p o l i c e u n l i m i t e d 
power and r e s t r i c t i n g the r i g h t s of people, 
and m i l i t a r y - t e r r c . r i . o t a r r c s t a by h e a v i l y 
armed p o l i c e agents. 

As t e r r o r comes down, the people 
f i g h t back. The National Committee to 
Free Los Trci; has declared a n a t i o n a l 
m o h j l i s a t i o n . Corrupt and r e a c t i o n a r y 
o f f i c i a l s w i l l only respect our c o n s t i t u 
t i o n a l r i g h t s to the degree t h a t we demand 
them through our words and coordinated 
actions. I n tho Bay Area, outrage a t the 
r e t u r n of Los Tres t o prison included a 
demonstration a t the Superior Court House 
i n San Jose A p r i l 2. 

Information on f u r t h e r a c t i o n can be 
obtained from the Committee, 4le So. Pecan 
St., Los Angeles, Ca. 90033 

FREE LOS TRES!!! 

http://military-terrc.ri.ot
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A YEAR OF PRACTICE 
"Seize the Time" has been publishing for 

one year now. The Staff of STT feels that 
the paper has reached a point where summing 
up our practice and development Is necessary 
for us to move ahead. 

Too often, revolutionaries don't attempt 
to look c r i t i c a l l y at their practice. They 
do not ask themselves: What did we do right; 
what did we do wrong; what were the effects; 
how do WQ correct our practice and what should 
we acheive in the future? STT thinks that our 
readers can benefit from this kind of analy
si s of STT's practice. 

STT has been aimed at reaching organizers 
and a c t i v i s t s and helping them build cadre 
organizations, both among white workers and 
in the national liberation movements. Our 
paper has 8 central points of unity. These 
have provided a framework (but not a defin
ition) for the practice of STT. These points 
have withstood a year of our work as well as 
years of practice by others very well. 
They are: 

1) TO unite and provide information and com

munication for the non-revisionist l e f t . 
By non-revisionist we mean those organizers 

that understand that American society Is 
presently based on a corrupt, dehumanizing, 
wasteful, k i l l e r socio-economic system that 
will not and cannot benefit the vast major
ity of people. Further, an egaltarian, col
l e c t i v e , producer (worker) controlled soci
ety w i l l benefit the vast majority of the 
people. Transition to this society will not 
come about peacefully because of the violent 
resistance of the few who now benefit from 
the misery of many. Lastl y , those who suffer 
the most now and their struggles will in gen
eral be the leadership of the social revo
lution. 

Information provided in our paper has been 
reprinted in Black community newsletters and 
in pamphlets for study groups. Prisoners' 
support committees have been using I t for 
pol i t i c a l education. Various Chicano, Asian, 
and white study groups have included a r t i c 
les on their reading and discussion l i s t s . 

In i t s distribution STT i s a tool to es
tablish p o l i t i c a l connections. Organizers and 
act i v i s t s have responded well to the paper, 
€»en t h ou^ we have not been very disciplined 
and c l e a r on distribution. The effect of dis
tribution in many areas has been to estab
l i s h links between a c t i v i s t s who were iso
lated from one another before. This i s c r i t 
ical considering the chaotic state of the 
non-revisionist f e f t today. 

STT's successes in this area rests on two 
key features of STT. One Is i t s country
wide viewpoint. The second i s STT's focus on 
using and developing theory to solve the s t r a 
tegic problems of revolution—how do we org
anize revolution, how do we make correct 
analysis of a given situation, what o o l i t i c -
al principles should we adopt to really serve 
the people? We do not focus on reporting or 
stop at analysing an event. We want to help 
people to predict and control events--to 
win the war. 

2) To raise and c l a r i f y the level of ideolog-
icaT struggle within the revolutionary mov-
ement. 

TRere are currently many different views 
on what i s the best wav to win the revolu
tion. The effgctivenQEs of thQ practice based 
in the different views i s the key to resol
ving this struggle. Oat job i s to find out, 
analyze and report such practice, summation, 
and theories. 

Many of the major a r t i c l e s written by STT 
have pnjvoked ideological discussion and con
solidated ideological positions of previously 
unorganized groups. The centerfold in issue 
#2 on Fascism, "Organization of the Revolu
tionary Movement(#2), "Ideological C l a r i t y 
in the Black Liberation Movement(13), the 
series on the role of the white working class 
and white revolutionarlee(#/l&5) and the ar
t i c l e , "Internationalism in the U,5."(#5) 
havt a l l provoked much response. For exam
ple, the anti-imperialist caucus in VVAW-WSO 
in the San francisco Bay Area voted to en
dorse the position of the article,"Struggle 
in vvAM-iiso'(«5), a perspective on the issues 
Involved in the RU effort to tak^ over VVAW-
WSO. 

3) To provide Support and information for 
national struggles within the U.ST" 

Me believe that national forms of struggle 
against U.5. imperialism within the U.S..i.e. 
Black. Chicano. Native ftnencan. e t c . are the 
leading form of struggle here for the present 
period. 

During our year of practice, the Staff of 

STT has come to believe that, in order to 
best organize these struggles, the formation 
of united fronts and parties based on nations 
within the U.S. is necessary at this time. We 
do not think that parties or organizations 
based on the "whole multi-national working 
class" will effectively organize either TW 
or white working people. This concept i s at 
best i d e a l i s t i c and ignores the empire's 
history and at worst r a c i s t . Ending national 

oppression can not be dismissed until after 
socialism because i t can't be f u l l y achieved 
under capitalism. Rather, in order to achieve 
socialism, we must destroy imperialism which 
which depends on national oppression. 

When organizations l i k e theRU put that 
kind of theory into practice! issues such 
as busing in Boston get reduced to a ques
tion of "equal rights"i not anti-imperialism 
and national liberation. This leads to er
rors like c a l l i n g for community self-defense 
in both white and Black neighborhoods when 
i t i s Black children who are being stoned. 
DO both U.S. soldiers and VlQtnamQSQ poas-
ants have an equal right to self-defense in 
Vietnam? And they are both part of the in
ternational working c l a s s . 

Police murders of youth are a major issue i n 
Third World communities.(Protest i n Atl a n t a ) 

On the other hand, STT has seen organi
zations based on nati o n a l struggles b u i l d 
catapatgns i n v o l v i n g large numbers of t h e i r 
people, workers and other classes. They a l 
so have won the support of many other TW 
and white people. For example, the A f r i c a n 
L i b e r a t i o n Support Cooimittee has organized 
hundreds of thousands of Black people to 
support l i b e r a t i o n struggles of A f r i c a n 
Blacks and Black people here, CASA, Herman-
dad de TrabaJadores, has been working to 
protect the r i g h t of Latino workers i n the 
US. This spring CASA began a nation-wide 
caapaign against economic deportations. 

The Wounded Knee occupation sparked doz
ens of s i m i l a r struggles by Native Ameri
can people. These Include struggles to re
cognize t r e a t y r i g h t s and n a t i o n a l sover-
e l 8 n t y , t o stop the supe r - e x p l o i t a t i o n of 
reservation f a c t o r i e s , to f i g h t the Euro
pean concepts of p r i v a t e property(prevent-
ing white businessmen from b u i l d i n g ware
houses on t r a d i t i o n a l b u r i a l grounds and 
occupying unused lands and buildings to de
mand schools, nedlcal centers and c u l t u r a l 
centers. The Puerto Rican S o c i a l i s t Party 
has organised both i n Puerto Rico and the 
US huge demonstrations supporting Puerto 
Klcan independence. I n p a r t i c u l a r . I t s s l o 
gan "No colonies f o r the Bicentennial" has 
reached m l l l l o n a of working people who were 
unaware of US i n p e r i a l i s B . 

F i l i p i n o , Japanese and Chinese people 
generally see thenselves as na t i o n a l minor
i t i e s i n the US. Yet even here the necessi
t y of b u i l d i n g a base i n nat i o n a l forms of 
struggle i s made clear as F i l i p i n o , Japan
ese and Chinese crganlsatiene have done the 
bulk «f organiaing w i t h i n that n a t i o n a l i t y . 
Tt I B clear that s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n f o r 
even a na t i o n a l m i n o r i t y does not mean l i 
q uidation of n a t l a n a l c u l t u r e and ©rganisa-
t l o n , but cjuie t l y the opposite. 

" c o r r e c t " whlte(and eonietlnies TW) revolu
t i o n a r i e s o f t e n attack or dismiss a l l t h i s 
work because i t involves a l l i a n c e s between 
the working class and middle classes of each 
n a t i o n a l i t y . They maintain that such a l l i 
ances w i l l i n e v i t a b l y be dominated by p e t t y 
bougeois nationalism. ("Unfortunately, they 
confuse the issue by calling the r e j e c t i o n of 
t h e i r leadership p e t t y bourgeois nationallan.) 
C e r t a i n l y that i s a r e a l p o s s i b i l i t y . Cer
t a i n l y there are struggle w i t h i n every na
t i o n a l movement and organization over which 
road to take. I n ALSC i t took the form of 
"do we only support l i b e r a t i o n i n A f r i c a ^ 
or do we also support l i b e r a t i o n here?" 
There i s a struggle between CASA and UFW 
over "do we denounce and t u r n over ' i l l e 
gal tiMMigrantfi' fetv taking'US'jobs or So 
we u n i t e Chicano and Mexican© workers to 
f i g h t job e x p l o i t a t i o n and deportations?" 

This i s p e r c i s s l y why STT thinks that 
b u i l d i n g n a t i o n a l p a r t i e s i s the most pres
sing need of our n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n move
ments. By party we mean a d i s c i p l i n e d cadre 
organization w i t h both s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s t 
p r i n c i p l e s and, i n t h i s case, r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
nationalism. Party organisation would pro
vide coneistentj working-clflse leadership 
to the mass movement and i t s united f r o n t 
organi2ations, I t also makes possible p r i n 
c i p l e d and r e a l i s t i c a l l i a n c e s w i t h the 
greatest number of white workers through 
Joint work w i t h white working class cadre 
organizations. 
4) To provide support and information on 
the working class movement w i t h i n the US. 

We believe that the working class move
ment i s the basis for u n i t i n g the struggles 
of the vast m a j o r i t y of people, i n c l u d i n g 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n struggles w i t h i n the US 
and w i t h the world r e v o l u t i o n . We believe 
working class leadership i s necessary f o r 
the o v e r - a l l movement towards a be t t e r soc
i e t y and w i t h i n each n a t i o n a l struggle. 
Working people produce not only the mater
i a l basis of any society but a l s o i t s h i s 
t o r y , c u l t u r e and technology. For white re
v o l u t i o n a r i e s the main task i s to b u i l d the 
workers' movement i n an a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t , 
a n t i - r a c i s t , a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t and a n t i - s e x i s t 
way. For TW re v o l u t i o n a r i e s the main task 
i s b r i n g working class leadership to the 
n a t i o n a l movement. 

STT has been weak on discussin the prac
t i c e of the working class movement. STT 
must correct t h i s f a u l t i n the f u t u r e . 

We recognize that the working class i s 
the largest class w i t h i n the oppressed na
t i o n a l i t i e s of the US« We also recognise 
the tremendous power of the p r o l e t a r i a t due 
to i t s s t r a t e g i c placement i n r e l a t i o n to 
production. P o t e n t i a l l y the p r o l e t a r i a t dur
ing a general s t r i k e could force the US to 
i t s knees. On the other hand, we recognize 
th a t 1) no r e v o l u t i o n has yet been won by 
a single class. A l l i a n c e s between the pr o l e 
t a r i a t and other oppressed classes have been 
necessary f o r seizure of state power. 2) The 
sp e c i f i c development of US cap i t a l i s m has 
led to large numbers of oppressed under and 
unemployed people of color. These people 
have nothing to lose by r e v o l u t i o n and some 
aspects of t h e i r consciousness i s more ad
vanced than that of TW workers. Furthermore, 
as the US c a p i t a l i s t c r i s i s deepens, more 
and more TW workers w i l l be thrown out of 
work(ln some c i t i e s Black unemployed out
number Black workers). There must be a func
t i o n a l a l l i a n c e w i t h i n the n a t i o n a l strug
gles of workers w i t h and without Jobs! These 
workers when a l l i e d w i t h progressive lumpen 
and p e t t y bourgeoisie w i l l provide the main 
s t r a t e g i c force for n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . I t 
has been shown that the best leadership of 
the recent l i b e r a t i o n movement has come from 
workers, former workers and former lumpens 
(Malcolm X). 

5) TO provide support and information on 
the World Revolution. 

US imperialism i s a worldwide system. 
Revolution against i t has also developed 
worldwide s o l i d a r i t y . The struggles of peo
ple abroad a f f e c t our struggle and vice ver
sa. Many struggles hold valuable lessons 
fo r our own developing str u g g l e . So. STT 
has also t r i e d to provide documents from 
the world Revolution that have s i g n i f i c a n c e 
f o r our stru g g l e . 

The primary focus of our paper has a l 
ways been struggle here - JUCHE. However, 
we have found presenting the series of a r t 
i c l e s OB organising the p a r t y , united f r o n t s 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l coordination h e l p f u l i n 
suggesting solutions t o problems we have 
h*** i n the b e l l y o£ the beast. 

Cont. to Pg. 9(«fter ce n t e r f o l d ) 



CENTERFOLD SECTION PAGE A 

NATIONAL LIBERATION AND PROPAGANDA 
E f f e c t i v e propaganda work must be based 

on a c l e a r grasp of the f o l l o w i n g four 
p o i n t s ; 
1. the d e f i n i t i o n and r o l e of propaganda i n 

our s t r u g g l e for n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . 
2. the v a r i o u s forms of propaganda and the 

t h e i r r e l a t i v e e f f e c t i v e n e s s . 
3. the t y p e ( s ) o£ content most worthy of 

emphasis i n r e v o l u t i o n a r y propaganda. 
4. p o s s i b l e steps f o r implementation of 

re v o l u t i o n a r y propaganda. 
Each of these t o p i c s w i l l be dlsnuseed 

s e p a r a t e l y i n the f o l l o w i n g paragraphs. 
DEFINITIOM AND ROIiE OF PKOPAGflNDfl 

Propaganda simply means information and 
Ideas t h a t are c o n s c i o u s l y spread. The d i s 
semination of information and ideas i s pro
paganda; r e g a r d l e s s of who does the d i s 
semination, whether the information i s t r u e 
or not, or what the ideas are. The New York 
Times i e propaganda no l e s s than i s Huham-
mad Speake or the Black L i b e r a t i o n Army's 
Statement "The war of the F l e a " , we can see 
t h a t t h s New York Times, and the " l e g i t i 
mate" media i n general, i s simply the ene
my's propaganda apparatus i f only from 
observing the e o n s i s t e n t and b l a t a n t racism 
i n the coverage of news. The p o i n t i s em
phasized here because e f f e c t i v e r e v o l u t i o n 
ary propaganda work r e q u i r e s t h a t we com
bat the impact of the oppressor's propagan
da, which i n c l u d e s t e l e v i s i o n , b i l l boards, 
newspapers, magazines, r a d i o , the p u b l i c 
schools, comic books, and v i r t u a l l y a l l i n 
formation to which we are exposed. Even 
t h a t which we get l-rom our family and com
munity has probably passed through one of 
the oppressor's mechanisms l i s t e d above. 
By understanding the near t o t a l extent to 
which we are immersed i n our enemy's i n 
formation and thought p a t t e r n s (and con
sequently h i e l i f e - s t y l e ) , we can see the 
enoimity of the t a s k before us. 

Brother Kwame Nkrumah has i d e n t i f i e d two 
" d i f f e r e n t but e s s e n t i a l f u n c t i o n s " of r e v 
o l u t i o n a r y propaganda. They a r e : (1) to 
subvert the enemy,- (2) to awaken and mo
b i l i z e our people. Given the degree to 
which we have been "americanized" (psycho
l o g i c a l l y i f not m a t e r i a l l y ) , and the r e 
a l i t y t h a t m i l i t a r y a c t i o n does not yet 
seem to ne the most s t a b l e or popularly 
embraced aspect of our s t r u g g l e , the s e 
p a r a t i o n of these two f u n c t i o n s even f o r 
purposes of a n a l y s i s i s somewhat prema
t u r e . E f f e c t i v e subversion of the enemy 
can only begin with the awakening and mo
b i l i s a t i o n of our people. I n attempting 
to awaken and mobilize our people we must 
see t h a t the d i s t a n c e we have to t r a v e l 
i s not simply from a " n e u t r a l " p o s i t i o n 
to a r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o s i t i o n . We must r e 
a l i s t i c a l l y c o nsider the tremendous im
pact of 354 y e a r s of p s y c h o l o g i c a l opp
r e s s i o n systematic and so i n t e n s e t h a t 
a southern senator once boasted before 
the U.S. Congress t h a t "we have succeed
ed i n e x t i n g u i s h i n g every avenue by which 
l i g h t might entwr the mind of the s l a v e " . 

While the g r e a t m a j o r i t y of our people 
recognize the r e a l i t y of our oppression, 
we do not always recognize the extent to 
which we've i n t e m a l i a e d c e r t a i n aspects 
of i t s r a t i o n a l e . One such aspect i s e c 
onomic h i e r a r c h y , which i s the s t r u c t u r 
a l basis of our t«>r6ssion. T h i s idea 
w i l l be returned t o , but the point of em-
phaaia here i s t h a t r e v o l u t i o n a r y propa
ganda must address i t s e l f not only to the 
d a i l y changes i n c o n d i t i o n s and events 
Which a f f e c t us, but a l s o to the b a s i c 
assumptions and b e l i e f s t h a t together de
termine our world view. Ae a r e s u l t of the 
propaganda t o which we have been r u t h l e s s 
l y subjected* our people have a dangerous
l y d i s t o r t e d understanding of o u r s e l v e s , 
our s i t u a t i o n , and our c a p a c i t y t o make 
chango. The r o l e of r e v o l u t i o n a r y propa
ganda i s t o c o r r e c t t h i s understanding. To 
stru g g l e for p o s i t i v e education i n the 
Black community i s i n f a c t t o s t r u g g l e a-
gainet racism and imperialism. 
FORMS OF PROPAGANDA 

I n d i e c u a s i n q forms of propaganda, we 
must consider Doth a p p l i c a b l e meanings of 
the term "form": (1) medium, and (2) format. 
W c ahould c o n s t a n t l y experiment t o d e t e r 
mine the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of v a r i o u s media, 
and seek t o develop new ones. We must a l s o 
un<leretan.3 tKat our conolusiona regarding 
r e l a t i v e effsf^tivonosg miAst guide but not 
i i m i r the range of our work. Given the e-
nowBlty and complsKity of the communica
t i o n s systems i n t h i s country, i t i s nec

e s s a r y t h a t some l e v e l of propaganda work 
be conducted i n each of the following 
a r e a s : 

P r i n t Media i n c l u d e s newspapers, maga
z i n e s , n e w s l e t t e r s , pamphlets, l e a f l e t s , 
e t c . The r e l a t i v e l y low l e v e l of techno
logy r e q u i r e d for p r i n t e d propaganda 
makes i t a p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l form i n 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y s i t u a t i o n s . P r i n t a l s o a l 
lows for g r e a t f l e x i b i l i t y i n i t s means 
of dissemination. I n other r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s i t u a t i o n s , the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of p r i n t e d 
propaganda has been g r e a t l y i n h i b i t e d by 
low l i t e r a c y r a t e s . But the r e l a t i v e l y 
high reading a b i l i t y of A f r i c a n people i n 
the United S t a t e s ensures t h a t l i t e r a c y 
W i l l not be the Kind of o b s t a c l e t h a t i t 
was i n the Cuban r e v o l u t i o n or i e i n the 
Mozambiquan r e v o l u t i o n . 
V i s u a l Propaganda i n c l u d e s f i l m s , Yldso 
tapes) photography, e t c . The major ad
vantage of v i s u a l propaganda I s t h a t I t 
r e q u i r e s the l e a s t e f f o r t on the p a r t of 
i t s audience, i f I t i s j u s t brought wir.n-
i n the e y e s i g h t of an observer, the com
munication of information and/or ideas 
r e q u i r e s l i t t l e or no i n i t i a t i v e on h i s 
p a r t . Photographs can be d i s t r i b u t e d In 
much the same way as the p r i n t e d word, 
but the production and dissemination of 
fi l m s and video tapes have t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
p r e r e q u i s i t e s t h a t i n h i b i t t h e i r use by 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . However, these d i f f i 
c u l t i e s are not insurmountable, g u i t e to 
the co n t r a r y they must be overcome so 
th a t we can begin production of f i l m s 
comparable ( q u a l i t a t i v e l y ) to "A Luta 
Continua", about the n a t i o n a l oppression 
and n a t i o n a l s t r u g g l e of A f r i c a n people 
i n the U.S. 
Audio Propaganda i n c l u d e s word-of-mouth, 
speeches, c o n v e r s a t i o n s , and i n t e r v i e w s , 

Visual propaganda: A Black man i n the 
U.S. c a r r i e s a poster of an A f r i c a n 
l i b e r a t i o n f i g h t e r made i n China,**** 

or recordings of any such communication. 
Speech i s a u n i v e r s a l medium w i t h i n which 
language forms s u p e r f i c i a l boundaries. 
The technology necessary to reproduce the 
spoken word i s w i t h i n the grasp of A f r i 
can r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s i n t h i s country. The 
major advantage of audio propaganda a r e : 
( l ) i t does not r e q u i r e t h a t the audience 
take the i n i t i a t i v e to read, but only to 
l i s t e n , and (2) i t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y condu
c i v e to e d u c a t i o n a l d i s c u s s i o n s i n group 
s i t u a t i o n s . 
Propaganda Through Art and Entertainment 
I n c l u d e s music, drama, dance, poetry, 
p a i n t i n g , s c u l p t u r e , cartoons, e t c . Both 
a r t and entertainment a l s o come through 
the tHree p r e v i o u s l y l i s t e d c a t a g o r i e s 
p r i n t , v i s u a l , and audio) but they are 
separated here bscauoc of the c r u c i a l 
r o l e they (can) p l a y Qt t h i s time. We 
must unQerstana t h a t the c u l t u r a l b a s i s 
of a r t ana entertalnmsht can make them 
p o l i t i c a l r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r content. 
Also, our c o l l e c t i v e l a c k of c l a r i t y on 
the need f o r and nature of r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s t r u g g l e means t h a t a r t and entertainment 
are the most acceptable forms of p o l i t i i -
c a l propaganda f o r our people a t t h i s 
time. To prove ^ h i s point, we need only 
consider the tremendous negative impact 
of s o - c a l l e d black f i l m s such as s h a f t . 
S u p e r f l y , e t c . ? . 

Commercial E l e c t r o n i c Media (radio and 
t e l e v i s i o n ) should be viewed as a separate 
oatagory, as they r e p r e s e n t an area which 
we can only hope to i n f i l t r a t e with l i m i t e d 
s u c c e s s , but probably won't c o n t r o l i n 
any sense or aspect f o r some time to 
come. The enemy c a r e f u l l y c o n t r o l s r a d i o 
and t e l e v i s i o n because he recognizes t h e i r 
power. Together, they determine the "amer-
i c a n v i e w " ( t o which too many of us sub
s c r i b e ) . F u r t h e r , the l e v e l of technology 
r e q u i r e d for t e l e v i s i o n and broad s c a l e 
r a d i o communication f a c i l i t a t e s the r u l i n g 
c l a s s monopoly of the a i r waves. Any loop
h o l e s i n t h i s monopoly are f i l l e d w i t h the 
oppressor's laws. 

The second meaning of the term "form" 
has to do with the s t y l e and vocabulary we 
use w i t h i n any of the above c a t a g o r i e s . The 
a c c e p t a b i l i t y of propaganda to i t s audie
nce i s the s o l e c r i t e r i o n f o r judging i t s 
format, i f our people do not respond to 
propaganda because of i t s form, then the 
content i s w o r t h l e s s . There are two f a c 
t o r s to consider i n determining format. 
F i r s t l y , who i s the audience? Youth i n pub
l i c s c h o ols? Young working people? College 
students? Community e l d e r s ? The community 
as a whole? I t i s important to have a c l e a r 
answer to t h i s question. Secondly, what i s 
the nature of the message we want to com
municate? I f i t i s j u s t an announcement, i t 
should be as b r i e f a s p o s s i b l e but s t i l l 
answer a l l r e l e v a n t questions (who, what, 
where, when, and why.). However, i f our 
purpose i s to e x p l a i n a p a r t i c u l a r econ-

Cont, to Page D 

NOTE TO OUR READERS 
The next a r t i c l e ( p a g e s B & C), IMPER

IALISM AND THE BLACK MEDIA, has been re
p r i n t e d from the Black Scholar (Nov.'TA") . 
Due to space l i m i t a t i o n s , i t has been ed
i t e d . However, the l a s t section, s t a r t i n g 
from the example of Black j o u r n a l i s t s dur
ing the Depression and r e v o l u t i o n a r y j o u r 
n a l i s t s around the world, i s i n t a c t . We 
urge our readers to read the o r i g i n a l i f 
possible. 

The a r t i c l e was w r i t t e n by the Nation
a l Coordinating Committee of the "Year to 
P u l l the covers Off Imperialism". 

OF FURTHER INTEREST 
THE CONTROL OF MAJOR TELEVSION NETWORKS 

ABC: Controlled mainly by the Morgan f i 
nance c a p i t a l 8«''»tip. I t owns ABC TV net
work w i t h 168 a f f i l i a t e s , f i v e t e l e v i s 
ion s t a t i o n s and four ABC radio networks 
w i t h 1,254 a f f i l i a t e s , I t i a the largest 
motion p i c t u r e d i s t r i b u t i o n chain i n the 
U.S., owning over 434 Paramount Theatres, 
I t owns ABC records and publishes several 
Journals. ABC i n t e r n a t i o n a l has c o n t r o l 
l i n g i n t e r e s t s I n 10 foreign companies 
operating t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s i n 26 coun
t r i e s and i t s ABC world d i v i s i o n d i r e c t 
l y owns 64 f o r l g n t e l e v i s i o n stations. 

NBC: Controlled j o i n t l y by the Rockefel
l e r and Morgan finance c a p i t a l groups. 
RCA owns a l l of NBC and i s one of the 20 
largest corporations i n the world. RCA 
produces 1,200 products i n more than 60 
manufacturing'plants, RCA owns NBC t e l e 
v i s i o n network w i t h 215 a f f i l i a t e s , NBC 
radio network w i t h 220 radio a f f i l i a t e s , 
and f i v e t e l e v i s i o n , s i x AM and FM sta
t i o n s . I t also owns Random House, RCA 
records, and Hertz Rent-a-Car, RCA i s 
also a leading supplier of el e c t r o n i c s 
equipment for the m i l i t a r y and p o l i c e . 

CBS; Controlled by the Rockerfeller and 
Morgan finance c a p i t a l groups. CBS owns 
CBS TV network w i t h 247 a f f i l i a t e s , CBS 
radio network w i t h 246 a f f i l i a t e s , f i v e 
t e l e v i s i o n and 14 radio s t a t i o n s , and 
Viacom Cable TV, I t also owns the l a r g 
est record company i n the world-CBS rec-
ords-and Fender Guitar, Holt and Dryden 
publishers. F i e l d and Stream Magazine, 
Creative Playthings, Memorex. CBS pro
duces commercial f i l m s and tapes and 
CBS Labs has developed special t e c h n i 
ques f o r p o l i c e s u r v e i l l a n c e and sheml-
c a l / b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l warfare. 
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This article was prepared in connection with the 
call for black intellectuals to unite in a year of 
study and struggle around the theme of "Im
perialism and Black Liberation." Additional in
formation can be obtained by writing to the Ni-
tional Coordinating Committee, YEABTOPULLTM 
CovEnsOrFlMPEniALiSM(YTPTCOI) PRO)ECT. P O 
5747, Nashville, Tn 37208 Responses to the arti
cle, particularly from black people in the media, 
are encouraged 

IMPERIALISM AND 
The f i r s t step i n d e a l i n g with 

imperialism and the black media i s 
to understand the p r e c i s e c h a r a c t e r 
of U.S. Imperialism- the p r i n c i p l e 
o b s t a c l e to the l i b e r a t i o n of a i l 
e x p l o i t e d and oppressed people. Im
p e r i a l i s m i s monopoly c a p i t a l i s m on 
a world scale, the domination of the 
world economy by large monopoly cor
porations. Imperialism developed from 
c a p i t a l i s m . Under c a p i t a l i s m , the masses 
of people are c o l l e c t i v e l y engaged i n pro
duction of goods and receive a uage J u f l t 
l a r g e enough t o purcKase t h e i r neces
s i t i e s . The largest amount of goods 
produced i n t h i s c o l l e c t i v e process, 
however, are taken, s o l d , and CQB-
eumed as " p r o f i t s " by a small group 
of a a p i t a l l B t e who cl a i m " p r i v a t e " 
ownership" over the f a c t o r i e s and 
other means t h a t were used i n the c o l 
l e c t i v e process of production. T h i s 
l e a d s to great wealth for the few c a 
p i t a l i s t s on the one hand, and sub
s i s t e n c e l i v i n g f o r the masses of 
working people on the other. 

I n h i s imperialism, the Highest 
Stage of Capitalism, Lenin s a i d , " I f 
i t were necessary to give the b r i e f e s t 
p o s s i b l e d e f i n i t i o n of imperialism, we 
should have to say t h a t imperialism i s 
the monopoly stage of c a p i t a l i s m . " At the 
base of the world system of im p e r i a l i s m i s 
US monopoly c a p i t a l i s m . That i s , cor
porations owned and headquartered i n 
the U.S. dominate the world economy 
and i t s peoples. L e t us i l l u s t r a t e 
t h i s point with a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n of 
four aspects of U.S. imperialism and 
U.S. monopoly c a p i t a l i s m drawn from 
Lenin's d i s c u s s i o n . 
1- H 0 K 0 5 0 L Y : major feature of the 
U.S. and the world economy i s t h a t the 
production of goods and the wealth i s 
concentrated i n the hands of a few 
l a r g e corporations. I n May 1974, 
Fortune reported t h a t the 500 l a r g e s t 
corporations accounted for 65% of the 
s a l e s , 76%of the employees, and 79% 
of a l l the p r o f i t s of the 1.5 m i l l i o n 
i n d u s t r i a l c o r p o r a t i o n s i n the U.S. 
This tre»e'• enabled them t o 
taenaac t r 39% over 197 3 jiî juarr 

t o a record $38.3 b i l l i o n . 
2- FINANCE CAPITAL: Through an i n t r i 
c a t e and u s u a l l y hard-to-uncover web 
of mechanisms-outright ownership, i n 
t e r l o c k i n g d i r e c t e r s ( t w o corporations 
" s h a r i n g " a d i r e c t o r ) , holding the de
p o s i t s or managing the employee bene
f i t funds of la r g e c o r p o r a t i o n s - U.S. 
f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and U.S. indus
t r y combine t h e i r wealth to c r e a t e the 
v a s t pool of "finance c a p i t a l " used 
to dominate the world economy. 
Seven NY banks-led by the R o c k e r f e l l e r ' s 
Chase Manhattan-were among the top 39 
stockholders i n 89 of the largest US com
panies, holding more than a c o n t r o l l i n g 
percentage i n the m a j o r i t y of companies. 
3- U.S. FOREIGN INVESTMENTS: U.S. mon
opoly eapitalism aeeounts f o r the 
l a r g e s t p o r t i o n of the w r l d ' s f o r 
eign investments. I n 1972i U.S. d i 
r e c t investments abroad were 394 b i l 
l i o n (S3 b i l l i o n higher than the CNP 
of ca.nada:) Biq U.S. corporations made 
these investments: i n 1966, 20 cor
porations accounted f o r 70% of a l l U.S. 
investments i n a l l of Western Europe. 
4- COWTIOL or MATURAL RESOURCES AND 
rOREIGW nMtXETS: M l of the above 
stregthens V.S. monopoly c a p i t i a l i s m ' s 
hold ovsr r«e«^u^c6 markets, and other 
people i n other p a r t s of the world. 
In 1970, the f o l l o w i n g percentages of the 
p r o f i t s reported by US o i l companies came 
from the Third World: Mobll-S3Z, Standard-
49%, Teaco-37Z. Erxon-35Z. 

The atiove d i s c u s s i o n deEorlbes 
the strength of U.S. ijnperialism but 
i t i s a l s o obvious t h a t ia5>eriali3m i s 
i n the midst of a very s e r i o u s c r i s i s . 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , i t i s being booted 
out of c o u n t r i e s where i t has h i s t o r i 
c a l l y e x p l o i t e d resources and people 
a t great p r o f i t s ; i t i s being c h a l 
lenged by tho tremendous grovrth and 
development of s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s 
and undermined hy the competition o f 
other c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . A l l of 
these forces are weakening U.S. im-
|>exialiam and i n t e n s i f y i n g the domes
t i c c r i s i s I n the united s t a t e s . 

T h e most outstanding f e a t u r e of 
thi« d o M S t i c c r i s i s i s the trend t o -
wajrd increasing wealth for the U.S. 

THE BLACK MEDIA 
r u l i n g c l a s s and i n c r e a s i n g misery f o r 
the U.S. masses. T h i s has i n t e n s i f i e d 
the s t r u g g l e between these two f o r c e s , 
most n o t i c e a b l y i n the upsurge of l a 
bor s t r i k e s . P r o f i t s soar while wages 
a r c frozen, and l a y o f f s and unemploy
ments are on the upswing. These d e v e l 
opments are accompanied by inc r e a s e d 
p o l i c e r e p r e s s i o n and i n c r e a s e d d i s c u s 
sion of U.S. m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n a-
broad. The i n c r e a s e i n r a c i s t a t t a c k s 
of black people and other Third World 
communities i 6 a main aspect of the 
present c r i s i s . 

This b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n of imper
i a l i s m sets the o v e r a l l context t h a t 
i s i n f l u e n c i n g every aspect of our 
d a i l y l i v e s and must be taken i n t o 
account as we d i s c u s s the mass media 
and black l i b e r a t i o n . 
IMFERIRLI5M AMD THE RISE OF THE MEDIA 

One question t h a t we cannot devote 
enough space to and urge others to do 
so i s t h i s : what h i s t o r i c a l f o r c e s i n 
society created the mass media? How 
did i t a r i s e and who supported i t s de
velopment? 10 answer t h i s question, the 
development of the mass medfa i n s i z e and 
i n f l u e n c e i s l i n k e d to the development 
of U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m and monopoly c a p i 
t a l i s m . Only expanding, p r o f i t a b l e , 
and p r o f i t seeking c o r p o r a t i o n s could 
finance the c r e a t i o n and u t i l i z a t i o n 
of new media technology t o more e f f e c 
t i v e l y s e l l i t s goods to a consuming 
p u b l i c and i n c r e a s e i t s p r o f i t s . Our 
study of the h i s t o r y of newspapers, 
r a d i o , and t e l e v i s i o n demonstrate the 
v a l i d i t y of t h i s p o i n t . 

Newspapers developed during the 
period i d e n t i f i e d as the beginnings of 
U.S. imperialism- the 40 year period 
of r a p i d p o s t - C i v i l War economic growth. 
Between 1880 and 1910, newspapers 
spurted from 3 m i l l i o n to 22.5 i n c i r 
c u l a t i o n . 1883 was the f i r s t year t h a t 
a d v e r t i s i n g exceeded c i r c u l a t i o n as a 
source of revenue, p o i n t i n g to growing 
importance of newspapers to the adver
t i s i n g needs of a developing c a p i t a l i s m . 
Radio got i t s boost during the post-
World War I period of i n d u s t r i a l 
growth and economic p r o s p e r i t y . Be
tween 1922 and 1925, r a d i o grew from 
400,000 s e t s per home to 4 m i l l i o n . 
While i n s t a l l m e n t buying made i t e a s i e r 
for the average family to a f f o r d con
sumer goods l i k e the r a d i o , the major 
o b s t a c l e was the l a c k of a f i n a n c i a l 
base to make r a d i o turn a p r o f i t . When 
c a p i t a l i s t s recognized the a d v e r t i s i n g 
p o t e n t i a l of radio i n 1922, r a d i o de
veloped. 

T e l e v i s i o n i s s i m i l a r . Because of 
the huge p r o f i t s and government s u b s i 
dized f a c t o r i e s , r e s e a r c h and new te c h 
nology ripped o f f during World War I I , 
companies l i k e RCA and Westinghouse 
(whose p r o f i t i n c r e a s e d about 5 times 
between 1940 and 1950) could develop 
and mass produce t e l e v i s i o n s a t an even 
gr e a t e r p r o f i t during the immediate 
post-war per i o d . The number of t e l e 
v i s i o n s jumped from 10,000 i n 1945 to 
10 m i l l i o n i n 1949. 

Thus, i f the r i s e of the mass 
media i s so c l o s e l y t i e d with U.S. im
p e r i a l i s m , then we cannot t a l k of fun
damentally changing the c h a r a c t e r of 
the mass media without changing the 
c h a r a c t e r of the e n t i r e system which 
gave the mass media i t s b i r t h and nur
tured i t i n t o the monster t h a t i t now i s . 
WHO OWNS THE MEDIA? 

Another e s s e n t i a l question t h a t 
has been underemphasized i n d i s c u s s i o n s 
of black media i s who owns the most im
p o r t a n t and the most powerful media 
o u t l e t s i n the U.S. The answer to t h i s 
question w i l l r e v e a l i n whose i n t e r e s t 
the mass media i n d u s t r y operates. I n 
b r i e f , the p a t t e r n of ownership of the 
mass media i s i d e n t i c a l to the p a t t e r n 
of monopoly e a p i t a l i s m i n the U.S. e-
conomy. Ownership i s c n a r a c t e r l z e d by 
"media monopolies" and i s concentrated 
among a few l a r g e c o r p o r a t i o n s . H e a v i l y 
represented i n the ownership of media 
are large f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , t h a t 
serve to b r i n g the mass media under 
the ownership ana c o n t r o l of the same 
e l i t e U.3. r u l i n g c l a s s t h a t owns the 
r e s t of the economy. 

Newspaper; P. Lundber wrote i n h i s 
SO Families; (The pres^ represents huge 
investments, but functions constantly, whe 
ther i t is CQmmeraially profitable or not 
because i t serves a apeaifio class obQeative. 

T h i s " c l a s s o b j e c t i v e " of i n c r e a s i n g 
i t s power and i t s p r o f i t s are f u r t h e r r e 
vealed by two present day trends i n news
papers ownership: the i n c r e a s i n g develop
ment of l o c a l newspaper monopolies and 
the growth of newspaper "groups" and 
"chai n s " which are p u t t i n g the owner
sh i p of newspapers i n t o the hands of few
er and fewer people. 

The top 10 chain conglomerates i n c l u d e 
such powerful s y n d i c a t e s as Scripps-Howard, 
Hearat, Knight, Gannet, Cowles and the C h i 
cago Tribune group (the largest)-ownii;ig 124 
d a l l y newspapers with a c i r c u l a t i o n of 
over 100 m i l l i o n . T h e i r power i s even 
more e x t e n s i v e : Scripps-Howard owns 17 
newspapers and 954 Of United P r e s s I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l (UPI) and t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s i n 
Cleveland, Memphis, and C i n c i n a t t i , f o r 
example, 

Broadcasting:The DisclosuTQ of Corpor
ate Ownership r e p o r t of the United S t a t e s 
Senate g i v e s a co n c i s e summary of the pos
i t i o n of US monopoly c a p i t a l i s m as the 
dominant for c e i n the US economy and i n 
the broadcasting i n d u s t r y . A f t e r g i v i n g 
the holdings of such banks as Chase-Man
hattan, F i r s t N ational C i t y , and Bankers 
T r u s t i n the media, the r e p o r t concludes: 

Broadcast companies are often subsid
i a r i e s of companies that are not primar
ily engaged in broadcasting—Avoo, Dunn 
and Bradstreet, Westinghouse, General E-
l e c t r i c , Kaiser, P a c i f i c Southwest Air... 

Eleven banks have voting rights to 
38.1 % of the common stack in CBS. Eigh€ 
banks have vothing rights to 34.1% of the 
common stock i n ABC. Chase Manhattan and 
Bankers Trust together have voting rights 
tol9.8% of the stock in CBS and 17.4% of 
ABC. A third New York bank, Bank of New 
York, has voting rights to 7.2% of ABC 
stock and 3.3% of CBS stock. 

Prom the above a n a l y s i s , we see t h a t 
the US mass media i s owned and c o n t r o l l e d 
by US monopoly c a p i t a l i s m . T h i s c o n t r o l 
i s strengthened by the f a c t t h a t these 
same corporations provide the a d v e r t i s i n g 
revenues to make the media a very p r o f i t 
able b u s i n e s s — $ 1 0 . 8 b i l l i o n i n newspaper 
magazine, r a d i o , and TV ads i n 1968 and 
$4 b i l l i o n i n t e l e v i s i o n alone i n 1972. 
B r i e f l y , what does t h i s c o n t r o l of the 
mass media by a small US r u l i n g c l a s s 
mean? C l e a r l y i t i n f l u e n c e s the kind 
of information we r e c e i v e over the media. 
One study r e p o r t s t h a t 60% of a l l news
paper space, 52% of a l l magazine space, 
25% of a l l radi o a i r t i m e and 22% of a l l 
t e l e v i s i o n a i r t i m e i s taken up by adver
t i s i n g . Another s t a t e s t h a t only 20% of 
the t y p i c a l d a i l y newspaper c o n s i s t s of 
l o c a l , n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l news. 

There have been many d i s c u s s i o n s of 
the impact of the mass media on the Black 
community. I n a recent p o s i t i o n paper the 
Congressional Black Caucus s t a t e d , for 
example: The mass media have f a i l e d mis
erably in reporting accurately and hon
e s t l y the day to day news emanating from 
the black community. The media have f a i l 
ed miserably to adequately and accurately 
portray black people and black perspec
t i v e s . The media and i t s a l l i e s have also 
f a i l e d to allow equal access to informa
tion necessary f o r f u l l participation in 
a democratic society. The above d i s c u s s i o n of 
who owns and c o n t r o l s the mass media i n 
t h i s c o u n t r y — t h e monopoly co r p o r a t i o n s 
of US i m p e r i a l i s m — s h o u l d make i t even 
c l e a r e r why the mass media has performed 
and continues to perform as i t does. I t 
i s not i n the i n t e r e s t of US monopoly 
c a p i t a l i s m and i m p e r i a l i s m to a l l o w a 
t r u e p i c t u r e of the l i v e s of the masses 
of p e o p l e — b l a c k , Asian, Chicano, Native 
American, Puerto Rican, white--to be pre
sented i n t h i s country. Such t r u t h would 
provide too great a push to the already 
on-going s t r u g g l e of the people to end 
t h e i r e x p l o i t a t i o n and oppression a t the 
hands of US imperialism. I t i s w i t h t h i s 
knowlege of US imperialism t h a t we can 
more a c c u r a t e l y d i s c u s s the r o l e of the 
black media and i t s t a s k s i n the Black 
L i b e r a t i o n Movement. 
THE BLACK MEDIA 

There are two a s p e c t s to black media, 
both r e f l e c t i n g the racism t h a t i s an i n 
herent component of the r u l e of US im-

Cont. next page 



p e r i a l i s m : b l a c k employment i n t h e mass 
media and b l a c k ownership o f mass media 
outlQtc. B l a c k people--and women and o t h 
er T h i r d w o r l d p e o p l e — a r e c l e a r l y e x c l u 
ded f r o m employment and ownership i n t h e 
media. The p o s i t i o n paper o f t h e Congres
s i o n a l B l a c k Caucus has summed up t h e do
cum e n t a t i o n on t h e q u e s t i o n o f employment. 
I t r e p o r t s t h a t i n t h e newspaper i n d u s t r y 
o n l y 4.2% o f a l l employees were b l a c k , 
and o n l y 1.5% a t t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l l e v e l 
( r e p o r t e r s e t c . ) . I n p e r i o d i c a l s , o n l y 
7,3% a r e b l a c k w i t h 2.5% a t t h e p r o f e s s 
i o n a l l e v e l . M i n o r i t y employment i n pub
l i c t e l e v i s i o n dropped t o 8% i n 1971 from 
12% i n 1970. I n t h e broa<lcast i n d u s t r y , 
b l a c k s c o n s t i t u t e o n l y 2% o f a l l o f f i c i a l s 
and managers, o f a l l p r o f e e e i o n a l e , 3% 
of a l l s a l e s w o r k e r s , b u t 15% o f t h e l a 
b o r e r s and 46% o f the s e r v i c e w o r k e r s . 

I n terms o f b l a c k ownership o f mediaout-
l e t s , an i d e n t i c a l p a t t e r n emerges. There 
ar e about 225 b l a c k newspapers i n t h e US, 
o n l y 4 d a i l i e s . Most are w e e k l i e s , and a-
bout 137o p u b l i s h l e s s than once a week. Of 
the 7,350 r a d i o s t a t i o n s l i c e n s e d i n the US, 
j u s t over 20 are b l a c k owned('72) and about 
360 a r e white-owned but " b l a c k f o r m a t " or 
" b l a c k . o r i e n t e d " . (For example, a r c h - c o n s e r v -
a t i v e W i l l i a m Buckley r e c e n t l y bought con
t r o l Of 3 b l a c k - o r i e n t e d stations;WBOK i n 
New O r l e a n s , WLOK i n Memphis and KYOK i n 
Houston.) U n t i l r e c e n t l y , no b l a c k s have 
owned or c o n t r o l l e d any o f the 900 commer
c i a l t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s . B l a ck groups i n 
D e t r o i t , N a s h v i l l e , Washington and o t h e r 
c i t i e s have now gained ownership or c o n t r o l 
o f t e l e v i s i o n channels. 

A m l l c a r C a b r a l , the a s s a s i n a t e d f o r c e f u l 
l e a d e r o f PAIGC i n t h e Independent R e p u b l i c 
o f Guinea-Bissau always urged h i s ccmrades; 
"Hide n o t h i n g from the masses o f our people 
. . . t e l l no l i e s , mask no d i f f i c u l t i e s and 
c l a i m no easy v i c t o r i e s T h i s must be our 
watchword i n the B l a c k l i b e r a t i o n movement 
and our work i n the b l a c k media. The d i f f i 
c u l t i e s are indeed g r e a t . B l a c k people have 
h a r d l y p e n e t r a t e d the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g appa
r a t u s o f the US mass media. The ownership 
o f B l a c k media o u t l e t s i s q u a n t i t a t i v e l y a l -
mo9t l n 9 l g n i f l e a n t when stacked a g a i n s t the 
mass media o u t l e t s c o n t r o l l e d by t h e r u l i n g 
c l a s s o f US monopoly c a p i t a l i s m ; 1 , 7 5 0 d a i l y 
newspapers, 900 t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s , over 
3,000 ca b l e systems s e r v i n g over 5 m i l l i o n 
homes, and a v a s t comples o f i n f o r m a t i o n 
m o n i t o r i n g , g a t h e r i n g and d i s t r i b u t i o n t h a t 
t i e s t h e e n t i r e system t o g e t h e r i n t o a co
her e n t and p o w e r f u l whole. 

While the d i f f i c u l t i e s a r e g r e a t , t h e r e 
have been i m p o r t a n t successes and advances 
i n t h e b l a c k media. Foremost i s the l o n g 
and m i l i t a n t h i s t o r y o f b l a c k newspapers 
si n c e the appearance o f Russworm's Freedods 
J o u r n a l ( 1 8 2 7 ) and Douglass' N o r t h Star(1857). 
That b l a c k newspapers from s l a v e r y t o the 
p r e s e n t have c o n t i n u e d t o f i g h t f o r b l a c k 
l i b e r a t i o n i n t h e face o f many o b s t a c l e s i s 
t e s t i m o n y t o i t s s t r e n g t h and v i t a l i t y . Most 
r e c e n t l y , i m p o r t a n t gains have been made i n 
t h e a c q u i s i t i o n o f b l a c k r a d i o and televi
s i o n s t a t i o n s i n m e t r o p o l i t a n areas where 
b l a c k people are c o n c e n t r a t e d . Another im
p o r t a n t advance i s t h e success o f the Nation
a l Black Network(NBN). NBN i s t h e f i r s t na
t i o n wide r a d i o news network c o n t r o l l e d by 
bl a c k s and programmed f o r the b l a c k communi
t y . NBN has almost 70% o f t h e n a t i o n a l b]adc 
community. I n March '75, i t i s scheduled t o 
i n i t i a t e the NBN Wire S e r v i c e t o p r o v i d e 
c o n t i n u o u s i n f o r m a t i o n feed t o r a d i o , news
papers, magagzines and t e l e v i s i o n o u t l e t s . 

The appearance o f r a d i o s t a t i o n s on sev
e r a l b l a c k c o l l e g e campuses, community-
based s t a t i o n s l i k e "Radio Free Georgia" 
(WRFG) i n A t l a n t a and the growing i n f l u e n c e 
o f r a d i c a l b l a c k papers l i k e t h e A f r i c a n 
World are a l l s i g n i f i c a n t . F i n a l l y , we can 
not u n d e r e s t i m a t e the importance o f th e i n 
c r e a s i n g number o f s e r i o u s and committed 
b l a c k people who a r e a c q u i r i n g t r a i n i n g and 
s k i l l s i n communications, and are e n t e r i n g 
t h e mass media w a n t i n g t o "do something f o r 
Black p e o p l e . " 

As we see I t , however, the p e r v a s i v e 
s t r e n i t h and i n f l u e n c e o£ US i m p e r i a l i s m 
and i t s c o n t r o l over t h e US economy and the 
mass media makes t h e q u e s t i o n o f th e quan
t i t y o f the b l a c k media much l e s s i m p o r t 
ant t h a n the q u a l i t y o f t h e work o f th e 
b l a c k media and b l a c k j o u r n a l i s t s . I n o t h e t 
words, i t i s not a q u e s t i o n o f more b l a c k 
" C r b n k i t e s " or "Barbara W a l t e r s " and n o t 
t h e I m p o a a i b l e g o a l o f a b l a c k "CBS". What 
i s i m p o r t a n t i s t h a t B l a ck people i n the 
media b e g i n t o p l a y a more a c t i v e and com
m i t t e d r o l e as workers i n t h e B l a c k l i b e r a 
t i o n movement-doing the r i g h t t h i n g w i t h 
what we g o t . 
BLACK MEDIA & THE BLACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT 

Given a l l o f the above c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , 
what i s the r o l e o f t h e b l a c k media i n t h e 
b l a c k l i b e r a t i o n movement? The c o r r e c t an

swer cannot be 'Idreamed up", nor s h o u l d i t be 
expected t o f a l l from the sky. The c o r r e c t 
answer w i l l come o n l y by s e r i o u s Study o f 
what t h e b l a c k l i b e r a t i o n movement i s about 
-what a r e t h e main f o r c e s from which b l a c k 
people must be l i b e r a t e d . A s t a r t i n g p o i n t 
i n t h i s a n a l y s i s i s t h e s t u d y o f t h e c o n c r e t e 
c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e ma ses o f b l a c k p e o ple and 
a commitment o f b l a c k j o u r n a l i s t s t o u n s e l f 
i s h l y serve t h e masses i n t h e s t r u g g l e f o r 
l i b e r a t i o n . (Ed. n o t e : The o r i g i n a l i n c l u d e d 
a d e s c r i p t i o n o f 1973-4's economic c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r w o r k i n g p e o p l e , esp. B l a c k . These have 
worsened f o r 1975.) 

B r o t h e r G i l Scott-Heron c l e a r l y and accur
a t e l y sums up t h e p o i n t o f t h i s b r i e f a n a l y 
s i s i n h i s p o w e r f u l "H2C>-gate Blues": we are 
" w a t c h i n g the p r i c e o f e v e r y t h i n g soar and 
h e a r i n g c o m p l a i n t s because t h e r i c h want more; 
t h e d o l l a r i s t h e o n l y t h i n g we can't i n f l a t e 
w h i l e t h e poor go on w i t h o u t a new minimum 
wage." 

Two examples h e l p us g a i n c l a r i t y on the 
r o l e o f t h e b l a c k j o u r n a l i s t i n today's strug
g l e ; t h e work o f b l a c k j o u r n a l i s t s d u r i n g t h e 
Great Depression and t h e r o l e o f J o u r n a l i s t s 
i n r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e s i n A f r i c a , A s i a 
and L a t i n America. 

The p r e s e n t c r i s i s can be compared t o t h e 
e a r l i e r c r i s i s o f i m p e r i a l i s m b e g i n n i n g i n 
1929, c a l l e d t h e Great Depression, From 1929 
t o 1933, t h e US economy was almost 50% l e s s 
p r o d u c t i v e , employment i n n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l 
I n d u s t r i e s had dropped by 9 m i l l i o n , unemploy
ment rose from 3% t o 25%, c o r p o r a t e p r o f i t s 
dropped from $ 1 0 b i l l i o n t o $ l b i l l i o n and the 
average h o u r l y wage dropped t o 44c. For B l a c k s 
t h e s i t u a t i o n was enven worse w i t h b l a c k unem
ployment p e r s i s t e n t l y t w i c e t h a t o f w h i t e s ; 60% 
i n D e t r o i t and 35% i n H o u s t o n ( w h i t e r a t e s were 
32% and 1 8 % ) . T h i s r a c i s t a t t a c k on b l a c k 
workers was a w e l l - d e s i g n e d and w e l l - i m p l e 
mented p o l i c y t o d i v i d e b l a c k and w h i t e work
e r s and p r e v e n t a u n i t e d s t r u g g l e o f a l l those 
who were s u f f e r i n g a g a i n s t t h e i r common eKploiter 

What was th e response o f b l a c k j o u r n 
a l i s t s d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d ? From T. Vincent's 
a n t h o l o g y , V oices o f a Bl a c k N a t i o n : P o l i t i 
c a l J o u r n a l i s m i n t h e Harlem Renaissance, 
we can r e v i e w t h e work o f b l a c k j o u r n a l i s t s 
and answer t h i s q u e s t i o n , George Padmore, 
an a c t i v e j o u r n a l i s t , sums up th e c l e a r un
d e r s t a n d i n g o f most j o u r n a l i s t s d u r i n g t h a t 
p e r i o d t h a t a r e a l and i m p o r t a n t problem esc-
i s t e d , and t h a t t h e y had some n o t i o n o f i t s 
b a s i c causes. He said,"Never s i n c e t h e days 
o f c h a t t e l s l a v e r y , when m i l l i o n s o f b l a c k 
men and women were b r u t a l l y t o r n from A f r i 
ca and enslaved on th e p l a n t a t i o n s and i n 
t h e mines o f th e New World were Negro work
e r s faced w i t h such m i s e r y as today." 

" M i l l i o n s o f these t o i l e r s and t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s a r e s t a r v i n g i n every town and v i t 
l a g e i n A f r i c a , America and th e West Indies 
due t o the g r e a t e s t c r i s i s which w o r l d ca
p i t a l i s m has ever e x p e r i e n c e d , " 

Many o f t h e I m p o r t a n t b l a c k l e a d e r s o f 
t h i s p e r i o d a c t i v e l y sought " t h e power o f 
th e pen" t o a g i t a t e f o r s o l u t i o n s t o t h e 
problems o f b l a c k people and which e x i s t e d 
f o r t h e e n t i r e s o c i e t y . 

DuBois' C r i s i s , The Messenger o f A. 
P h i l l i p Randolph and Chandler Owens, C y r i l 
B r i g g s ' Crusader and t h e Harlem L i b e r a t o r , 
t h e Challenge o f W i l l i a m B r i d g e s , Garvey's 
Negro World, and Robert A b b o t t ' s Chicago 
Defender - by t h e i r a c t i v i t y and even by 
t h e m i l i t a n t r i n g o f many o f t h e i r names -
t e l l us t h a t b l a c k j o u r n a l i s t s saw them
s e l v e s and t h e i r work as i n t e g r a l l y l i n k e d 
w i t h a m i l i t a n t b l a c k l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e . 
They were outspoken i n t h e i r views on many 
i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s - s u p p o r t f o r equal oppor
t u n i t y i n a l l areas and f u l l p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s , a b o l i t i o n o f f o r c e d s e g r e g a t i o n , 
o p p o s i t i o n t o c a p i t a l i s m and i m p e r i a l i s m , 
s u p p o r t f o r s o c i a l i s m and t h e r a d i c a l p o l i 
t i c a l p a r t i e s w o r k i n g t o improve t h e condi
t i o n s o f b l a c k p e o p l e , s u p p o r t f o r a m i l i 
t a n t t r a d e u n i o n movement, o p p o s i t i o n t o 
th e war, defense o f b l a c k c u l t u r e and many 
o t h e r aspects o£ th e l i v e s o£ b l a c k people 
which were under a t t a c k . Such s t r o n g o p i n 
i o n s were not w i t h o u t consequences. F o r ex
ample, C y r i l B r i g g s was f i r e d from t h e Am
s t e r d a m News f o r a n a n t i - w a r e d i t o r i a l he 

w r o t e i n 1918, We are f a m i l i a r w i t h DuBois' 
t r o u b l e w i t h t h e c o n s e r v a t i v e l e a d e r s h i p 
and sponsors o f th e NAACP, l e a d i n g him t o 
r e s i g n f r o m C r i s i s i n 1934. 

L a s t , t h e b l a c k j o u r n a l i s t s d u r i n g t h i s 
p e r i o d were v e r y a c t i v e i n the b l a c k l i b e r 
a t i o n movement. Some were a c t i v e l y involved 
as o r g a n i s e r s f o r b l a c k o r g a n i s a t i o n s , oth
ers were i n r a d i c a l p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , a 
few were t e a c h e r s and r e s e a r c h e r s i n t o the 
c o n d i t i o n s o f b l a c k p e o p l e . 

The r o l e o f j o u r n a l i s t s i n the r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e s o£ A f r i c a , A s i a and L a t i n 
America a l s o p r o v i d e s ideas about t h e pos
s i b l e r o l e o f j o u r n a l i s t s i n t h e b l a c k l i b 
e r a t i o n movement. Some people q u e s t i o n the 
importance o f s t u d y i n g t h e s t r u g g l e s o f oth

e r p e o ple t o a e t e a t t n e same ub i m p e n a i i m 
t h a t we a r e s t r u g g l i n g a g a i n s t . A m i l c a r 
C a b r a l t e l l s us why t h e b l a c k l i b e r a t i o n 
s t r u g g l e i s an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f t h e w o r l d 
a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t s t r u g g l e : 

" I m p e r i a l i s m i s one, t h e r e f o r e t h e 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t i t i s one, and our people 
a r e aware o f t h i s , even t h e c h i l d r e n . We 
want a l l t h e w o r l d t o be aware o f t h i s , so 
t h a t a l l f r o n t s o f t h e s t r u g g l e become 
s t r o n g e r everyday and so we a l l work t o g e 
t h e r f o r t h e a c t i v e u n i t y o f t h e a n t i - i m 
p e r i a l i s t f o r c e s , s i n c e t h e i m p e r i a l i s t en
emy knows how t o m a i n t a i n h i s u n i t y i n con
f r o n t i n g a l l those who want t o f r e e thanselves." 

Kwame Nkrumah, a n o t h e r l e a d e r o f A f r i 
ca and former P r e s i d e n t o f Ghana, was v e r y 
c l e a r on t h e r o l e o f th e p r e s s m t h e strug
g l e f o r A f r i c a n independence; "The t r u l y 
A f r i c a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y Press does not e x i s t 
m e r e l y f o r t h e purpose o f e n r i c h i n g i t s 
p r o p r i e t o r s o r e n t e r t a i n i n g i t s r e a d e r s . 
I t i s an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f our s o c i e t y w i t h 
w hich i t s purposes a r e i n consonance. J u s t 
as i n t h e c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , t h e Press 
r e p r e s e n t s and c a r r i e s out t h e purposes o f 
c a p i t a l i s m , so i n r e v o l u t i o n a r y A f r i c a our 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y A f r i c a n Press must p r e s e n t 
and c a r r y f o r w a r d our r e v o l u t i o n a r y purpose; 
t h i s i s t o e s t a b l i s h a p r o g r e s s i v e p o l i t i 
c a l and economic system upon our c o n t i n a n t 
t h a t w i l l f r e e men from want and every 
form o f i n j u s t i c e , enable them t o work out 
t h e i r s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l d e s t i n i e s i n 
peace and ease." 

Expanding on th e r o l e o f the j o u r n a l i s t 
i n A f r i c a , Nkrumah i n c l u d e d h e l p " t o defeat 
i m p e r i a l i s m and h a i l i n g those who advance 
t h e r e v o l u t i o n and e x p o s i n g those who r e 
t a r d i t , " He concluded: "We do no t b e l i e v e 
t h e r e a r e n e c e s s a r i l y two s i d e s t o e v e r y 
q u e s t i o n ; we see r i g h t and wrong, j u s t and 
u n j u s t , p r o g r e s s i v e and r e a c t i o n a r y , p o s i 
t i v e and n e g a t i v e , f r i e n d and f o e . We are 
p a r t i s a n . 

The theme o f t h e j o u r n a l i s t as an ac
t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t i n the a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t 
s t r u g g l e emerges from A s i a . Speaking t o a 
confe r e n c e o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r ganiza
t i o n o f J o u r n a l i s t s , Kim I I Sung, l e a d e r 
o f t h e Korean p e o p l e , t o l d t h e d e l e g a t e s : 
" P r o g r e s s i v e j o u r n a l i s t s o f th e 5 c o n t i n e n t s , 
w i e l d your p o w e r f u l r e v o l u t i o n a r y pen and 
s t e r n l y condemn US i m p e r i a l i s m . " He goes on 
t o say, "The p r o g r e s s i v e j o u r n a l i s t s and p r o 
g r e s s i v e p u b l i c a t i o n s - t h e advecate and propa
g a t o r o f advanced id e a s and the mouthpiece 
and organ o f p u l i c o p i n i o n - p l a y a v e r y i n 
s p i r i n g r o l e i n t h e s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . " 
**When r e v o l u t i o n a r y consciousness o f the 

p o p u l a t masses i s enhanced t h r o u g h the ener
g e t i c w r i t i n g a c t i v i t i e s o f p r o g r e s s i v e j o u r 
n a l i s t s on t h e i d e o l o g i c a l f r o n t , t h e y w i l l 
f i g h t more t e n a c i o u s l y t o c r u s h US i m p e r i a l 
ism, t h e heinous enemy o f mankind." 

" I t i s a t r u e r e v o l u t i o n a r y t a s k o f th e 
p r o g r e s s i v e j o u r n a l i s t s o f th e w o r l d t o ac
t i v e l y s u u p o r t t h e people i n a l l r e g i o n s and 
a l l c o u n t r i e s i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e 
I m p e r i a l i s t f o r c e s o f a g g r e s s i o n headed by 
the US i m p e r i a l i s t s . " 

From L a t i n America and the Caribbean comffi 
a s i m i l a r message. Me e t i n g under the theme 
" f o r a m i l i t a n t and c r e a t i v e j o u r n a l i s m , " fl« 
3rd Congress o f th e J o u r n a l i s t s o f Cuba'in 
J u l y 1974 adopted a f i n a l d e c l a r a t i o n which 
r e f l e c t e d t h e i r s p i r i t o f s t r u g g l e f o r a b e t 
t e r w o r l d : "Love o f , d e d i c a t i o n and f a i t h 
f u l n e s s t o th e cause o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s 
a r e i n d i s p e n s a b l e p r e r e q u i s i t e s f o r j o u r n a l 
i s t s i n our s o c i e t y . " 

"Those who have not plunged f u l l y i n t o t he 
t a s k s o f t h e c r e a t i o n o f our new s o c i e t y can
n o t w r i t e about them. The j o u r n a l i s t i s not 
an i d l e s p e c t a t o r p a s s i v e l y w a t c h i n g t h e world 
go by; r a t h e r he i s an a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t i n 
the happenings around him, h a v i n g t o mold 
them t o h i s and o t h e r s ' b e n e f i t . As a p a r t o f 
the p e o p l e , the j o u r n a l i s t i s an a c t i v e p r o 
t a g o n i s t o f the R e v o l u t i o n . " 

"The chance t o i n t e r p r e t t h e s o c i a l r e a 
l i t y i n which we l i v e , t h e a b i l i t y t o contri
b u t e t o i t s r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r a n s f o r m a t i o n by 
g u i d i n g and e d u c a t i n g t h e masses and th e mo
r a l a u t h o r i t y t o do t h i s , are I n t e g r a 1 parts 
o f t h e work o f th e J o u r n a l i s t s , and he func
t i o n s o n l y from t h e b a s i s o f a p e r s o n a l a t 
t i t u d e o f f u l l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the revo
l u t i o n a r y t a s k s , b o t h i n t h o u g h t and a c t i o n " 

"Ours i s an a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t p r e s s , v^e 
j o u r n a l i s t s a r e s o l d i e r s i n t h e t r e n c h o f 
th e peoples t h a t a r e s t r u g g l i n g f o r t h e i r 
t r u e independence and a g a i n s t a l l forms o f 
n a t i o n a l and c l a s s d o m i n a t i o n i n any p a r t 
o f t h e w o r l d . " 

Such a r e t h e p o w e r f u l messages o f the 
J o u r n a l i s t s o f A f r i c a , A s i a and L a t i n Amer
i c a , The e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h e i r work, t h e 
depth o f t h e i r committment and the succes
ses o f t h e i r s t r u g g l e s f o r a b e t t e r s o c i e t y 
i s a tremendous c h a l l e n g e t o a l l o f us who 
work as j o u r n a l i s t s i n the United St«te«. 



Coat - A 
O S i e , p o l i t i c a l , or m i l i t a r y trend or ev
e n t , then we should c a r e f u l l y consider the 
length and vocaJaulary of the statement and 
a t t e i ^ to match th-em with the h a b i t s of 
our t a r g e t audience. The question of e n t e r 
tainment i s e q u a l l y important f o r a r t and 
entertainment, which must r e f l e c t the ever-
changing s i t u a t i o n , but r e t a i n i t s c u l t u r 
a l b a s i s and promote the n a t i o n a l i'3.entifi-
c a t i o n of A f r i c a n people i n the U.S. F i n a l 
l y , the c o r r e c t format for any s i t u a t i o n 
can only be determined by knowing the peo
ple with whom and for whom you intend to 
work. 
THE CONTENT OF REVOLUTIONARY PROPAGANDA 

Even before d i s c u s s i n g the s p e c i f i c t o 
p i c of any piece of propaganda, i t i s pos
s i b l e to i d e n t i f y the following c h a r a c t e r 
i s t i c s as e s s e n t i a l : 
1. Revolutionary propaganda must emphasize 

the n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r of our s i t u a t i o n 
and promote u n i t y among A f r i c a n people. 

2. Revolutionary propaganda must in c l u d e 
and emphasize the need for working c l a s s 
l e a d e r s h i p of our s t r u g g l e . 

5. Revolutionary propaganda must advocate 
organized r e s i s t a n c e by the masses by 
any means necessary. 

4. Revolutionary propaganda must oxpiain 
and provide suggested s o l u t i o n s to the 
concrete problems f a c i n g our A f r i c a n 
nation. 

5. Revolutionary propaganda must connect 
long-range a n a l y s i s and s o l u t i o n s to the 
day-to-day r e a l i t y of our people. 

6. Revolutionary propaganda must constant
l y i d e n t i f y and attempt to i s o l a t e our 
enemies ( i . e . racism and i m p e r i a l i s m ) . 
I n a d d i t i o n to the above c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , 

the following concepts need p a r t i c u l a r em
p h a s i s a t t h i s p o i n t i n our s t r u g g l e . We 
must e x p l a i n t h a t economic h i e r a r c h y i n 
general, and c a p i t a l i s m s p e c i f i c a l l y , a re 
the s t r u c t u r a l b a s i s of our oppression. As 
we i d e n t i f y these enemies we must endorse 
some form of s o c i a l i s t Qconomics as the 
only a l t e r n a t i v e . 

The question i s not one of "isms" or 
some "f o r e i g n " model, but simply a matter 
of recognizing t h a t with r e s p e c t to econ
omics there are b a s i c a l l y two ways to or
ganize a s o c i e t y , we must e i t h e r endorse 
econociic h i e r a r c h y or struggle for i t s e l i -

bioodshed, war i s p o l i t i c s with bloodshed." 
The most meaningful way to support Black 
Law ( Black Law i s a s e t Of concepts dev
eloped by Black r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s t h a t out
l i n e a s e t of s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s appro
p r i a t e for developing r e v o l u t i o n a r y soc
i e t y . Included are such concepts a s ; c o l 
l e c t i v e decision-making, c r i t i c i s m / s e l f 
c r i t i s i c m , s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
young and o l d and men and women, e t c . The 
o r i g i n a t o r s of the concept always assumed 
t h a t these s e t of concepts, i f implemented, 
would have to be defended m i l i t a r i l y be
cause they are i n d i r e c t c o n f l i c t with 
present p o l i c e order.)and i t s defenders 
i s to promote the r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t A f r i c a n 
people, i n America and around the world, 
are a t war. I n t h i s way, we can r e l a t e the 
i n e v i t a b i l i t y of armed s t r u g g l e i n t h i s 
country. Most importantly we must make the 
point that s u r v i v a l i s a t stake. I f A f r i c a n 
people i n t h i s country do not u n i t e , nat
i o n a l genocide i s our most l i k e l y f u t u r e . 

IMPLEMENTATION OF KEVOLDTIONRRY PROPAGANDA 
Thi s s e c t i o n w i l l touch upon two t o p 

i c s . F i r s t l y , a b r i e f l i s t Of Suggestions 
i n each of the propaganda categories'men
tioned i n the d i s c u s s i o n of forms. Second
l y , a comment on the i m p l i c a t i o n s o£ un
d e r t a k i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y propaganda work. 
P r i n t i s a key area of propaganda i n which 
we should attempt to develop maximum s e l f -
r e l i a n c e . A used d i t t o machine i s a good 
investment and shouldn't be too hard to l o 
c a t e . A mimeograph i s one step b e t t e r . We 
should c u l t i v a t e a c c e s s to Xerox machines 
through schools, h o s p i t a l s , and b u s i n e s s e s . 
An o f f s e t p r e s s i s probably too expensive 
to be worthwhile u n l e s s manpower and p r i 
o r i t i e s make i t p o s s i b l e to develop a 
p r i n t i n g operation t h a t w i l l serve other 
community groups on a non-commercial b a s i s . 
A commercial p r i n t i n g operation, l i k e any 
attempt to run a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " b u s i n e s s 
i n monopoly c a p i t a l i s t i c America, w i l l 
probably be consumed by i t s inherent con
t r a d i c t i o n s . 

Every A f r i c a n community should have 
a newspaper t h a t i t owns and c o n t r o l s . 
Because a r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c a l posture 
may cut a d v e r t i s i n a and a l l support from 
the(Black) business community—to zero, 
we should be prepared to s t a r t with a s e r -

mination. The concept of s o c i a l i s t revo
l u t i o n must be brought together with the 
r e a l i t y of our n a t i o n a l oppression and 
n a t i o n a l s t r u g g l e . Among cadre and advan
ced a c t i v i s t s these two forms should be 
expanded by u s i n g the concepts of d i c t a 
t o r s h i p of the p r o l e t a r i a t and war of 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n , i n a struggle wh^re 
the great m a j o r i t y of our people are wor
king c l a s s , the ultimate form of s o c i a l i s m 
t h a t w i l l guarantee t r u e freedom and power 
j o r the workers i s the d i c t a t o r s h i p Of the 
p r o l e t a r i a t . Struggles i n which n a t i o n a l 
oppression i s the key element, the organ-
t M t t o n a l £onns of the n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 
wmx ntetlAival United Front, National 
L l b u a d o n Org., e t c ) are most appropriate. 
Ilkm ••fwration o f these concepts f o r pur-
pOM o f 'idaoloqlcal debate" has l e f t each 
o f timm i a c a p a b l c of guiding our s t r u g g l e 
« l o « « . 

We B u t a l s o mspl*ia and support the 
a c t i o n s of our tirotfaers and s i s t e r s who 
are s t n i ^ g l i n ? a t the m i l i t a r y l e v e l , we 
must c l a r i f y the r e l a t i o n s h i p between po
l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y s t r u g g l e , making 

I l l u s t r a t i o n by V i e t 
namese a r t i s t f o r a 
S t o r y w r i t t e n by Ho 
Chi Minh i n 1922. The 
s t o r y was w r i t t e n t o 
t e a c h Vietnamese peo
p l e about t h e n a t i o n 
a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g 
g l e s o f A f r i c a . 

i e s of l e a f l e t s , the r e g u l a r n e w s l e t t e r s , 
and then a newspaper, but only a f t e r some 
degree of s t a b i l i t y has been achieved, A-
mong the most important aspects of a r e v 
o l u t i o n a r y community p u b l i c a t i o n i s i t s 
c o n s i s t e n c y . I t i s a l s o important t h a t 
l o c a l communities make inputs i n t o prog
r e s s i v e A f r i o a l p u b l i c a t i o n s t h a t r e c e i v e 
broader c i r c u l a t i o n such as The A f r i c a n 
World and Muhammad Speaks. As p r i n t i n g 
c a p a c i t y develops, p o s t e r s , and then pam
p h l e t s can be produced and d i s t r i b u t e d . 
P osters should be put up with the i n t e n 
t i o n t h a t they stay long enough to be seen. 
Use wheat paste or evaporated milk, being 
c a r e f u l not to antagonize community r e s i 
dents by "defacing" t h e i r property. 

Tn using the bourgeois p r i n t media, 
contacts are the most improtant thing. We 
should i d e n t i f y people i n key p o s i t i o n s 
and maintain favorable, on-going r e l a t i o n s 
with them. Press conferences should be 
c a l l e d only when a b s o l u t e l y necassary. I f 
you c a l l one t h a t i s judged "unnewsworthy" 
by the bourgeois media, you can expect 
l i t t l e or no coverage of the next one. 

group teaching s i t u a t i o n s . We should take 
advantage of the f i l m s a v a i l a b l e to us 
through o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as Newsreel and 
T r i - C o n t i n e n t a l F i l m s ( B e r k e l y ) . I t should 
not be d i f f i c u l t to l o c a t e a teacher i n 
the community who w i l l borrow p r o j e c t o r s 
and other equipment through her or h i s 
school. The u l i t m a t e aim i n t h i s a r e a of 
work (as i n others) i s s e l f - r e l i a n c e . As 
always, we should s t a r t from the ground 
and work up. F i l m production i s r e a d i l y 
w i t h i n our grasp i f we avoid a "Hollywood" 
me n t a l i t y . A Kodak super-8 movie camera 
can be purchased f o r l e s s than twenty d o l 
l a r s . S l i d e shows accompanied by music 
or speech (taped or l i v e ) are a l s o pow
e r f u l . 

Audio Propaganda c o n s i s t s mainly of 
recordings of speeches, i n t e r v i e w s , con
v e r s a t i o n s , e t c . Such recordings are a l 
ways good for purpose of education and 
documentation. C a s s e t t e tape r e c o r d e r s are 
r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e i n most Black communit
i e s . People working i n schools and depart
ment s t o r e s can often provide tapes. Speech
es and i n t e r v i e w s should a l s o be t r a n s c 
r i b e d and d i s t r i b u t e d i n p r i n t e d form. Car 
caravans through the community usin g por
t a b l e p u b l i c address systems are a l s o an 
e f f e c t i v e means of p u b l i c i z i n g r a l l i e s , 
demonstrations, e t c . 

Propaganda through A r t and E n t e r t a i n 
ment should be c o n s o l i d a t e d around a c u l 
t u r a l c e n t e r i n every A f r i c a n community. 
The range of propaganda work i n t h i s area 
i s l i m i t e d only by our i n i t i a t i v e and c r e 
a t i v i t y . The key to e f f e c t i v e work through 
t h i s medium i s to develop a core group of 
people who can s y n t h e s i z e and p r o j e c t the 
day-to-day r e a l i t i e s of our l i v e s and our 
s t r u g g l e . 

I n the commercial e l e c t r o n i c s media, 
we w i l l probably remain l i m i t e d to three 
t a c t i c s : (1) i n f i l t r a t e production and 
broadcast o r g a n i z a t i o n s a t whatever l e v e l s 
p o s s i b l e , (2) manipulate bourgeois news 
coverage, based on our knowledge of i t s 
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y motive, and (3) ex
p l o i t the p o l i t i c a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n the 
media ( e . g . , " l i b e r a l - c o n s e r v a t i v e " ) , u n d e r 
standing t h a t these c o n t r a d i c t i o n s are 
c l e a r l y secondary to those t h a t p i t us a-
g a i n s t the bourgeios media as a whole. 

The r u l i n g c l a s s w i l l not s i t i d l y by 
i f r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s can s t i c c e s s f u l l y put 
out the above type of propaganda. A l l the 
r e p r e s s i v e machinery of the s t a t e w i l l be 
brought to bear on those who attempt to 
help our people for r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e . 
H i s t o r y has proven t h i s . Johnson s a i d t h a t 
one of h i s only two mistakes was not i n s 
t i t u t i n g c e nsorship. Under the i n c r e a s i n g 
l y f a s c i s t Nixon regime, continued with 
Ford, c e n s o r s h i p of even the bourgeois 
p r e s s has become commonplace. Fascism w i l l 
q u i c k l y f o r c e a l l t r u l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y prop
aganda underground. The a l t e r n a t i v e to not 
going underground when the c o n d i t i o n s war
r a n t w i l l be the d e s t r u c t i o n of the rev
o l u t i o n a r y propaganda machine. 

Therefore, there are three a r e a s where 
people must s c i e n t i f i c a l l y prepare i f they 
wish to engage i n r e v o l u t i o n a r y propaganda: 

1. T h e i r propaganda must reach the l e v e l 
where our paople w i l l p r o t e c t i t because 
they r e a l i z e t h a t the propaganda i s v i 
t a l to t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . 
2. We must be prepared to defend our 
propaganda and program. 
3. We must be able to submerge o u r s e l v e 
among our people as a f i s h swims i n the 
sea. 

CONCLUSION 
L a s t l y , we must be c l e a r on the h i s t 

o r i c a l r o l e of propaganda teams. I n China, 
they became an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the Red 
Army? i n Vietnam they were the b a s i s Of the 
N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n Army. I n the United 
S t a t e s , propaganda u n i t s w i l l l i n k up w i t h 
other cadre c o l l e c t i v e s to form a Black 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y guided by r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s c i e n c e (Marxism-Leninism). Propaganda cad
r e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s should be s t r i v i n g 
w ith a l l other comrades to b u i l d such a 
party. A r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y to coordinate 
a l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y work and l e a d the people 
i n s t r u g g l e i s the key element mi s s i n g 
from o u r s t r u g g l e . I n the meantime we must 
d i v e r s i f y and p o p u l a r i z e our propaganda 
work to make i t as e f f e c t i v e as p o s s i b l e . 
Revolutionary Propagandists have a key 
r o l e to p l a y i n the Black L i b e r a t i o n s t r u g 
g l e . We must bring the message of r e v o l u 
t i o n to our people, subvert the enemy and 
teach each other the s c i e n c e and p r a c t i c e 
of r e v o l u t i o n . We must be competant i f 
our people are to win. 

A LUTA CONTINUA 
POPULARIZE REVOLUTIONARY PROPAGANDA 
BUILD A BLACK REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
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Cont. from Pg. S 
6) To provide support and information on 
P.O.W./prisoner struggles^ 

US society has made many people "crimin
a l s " under i t s laws. Many are g u i l t y of be
ing poor, jobless, non-white and/or unwil
l i n g to starve and beg. We say the imprison
ment of people for these reasons i s a v i c i 
ous crime i t s e l f . The exposure and prosecu
t i o n of those who benefit from t h i s crime 
against the people i s necessary for the 
formation of a b e t t e r society. The struggle 
of the victims of t h i s crime i s an i n t e g r a l 
part of that process. 

Other POU'e are p o l i t i e a l prisoners -
those whose s p i r i t , thought, leadership and 
actions among the people were sa great a 
threat to things as they are that the r u l 
ers of t h i s country f e l t i t necesBary to 
f o r c i b l y separate them from the people. We 
must support these comrades. 

STT understands that i n the prisons ae 
everywhere else, contradictions among the 
oppressed e x i s t . The prisons t r y to enforce 
a more vicious atmosphere of dog-eat-dog i n 
dividualism and gang menta l i t y than else
where i n t h i s society. We hope our p r i n c i 
pled support and consistent information of 
FOW struggles w i l l help overcome those con
d i t i o n s . STT has t r i e d to develop working 
t i e s w i t h prisoners and support committees. 

L a s t l y we have t r i e d to emphasis that 
the atruggle i n the prison should be linked 
to community struggles and the o v e r - a l l move
ment towards r e v o l u t i o n . Important i n d i v i 
dual struggles can be won only by i n v o l v i n g 
the people and connecting that struggle to 
other struggles. Indeed, the e n t i r e prison 
system can only be abolished by the estab
lishment of a new society. 
7) To provide d i a l e c t i c a l c r i t i c i s m , sup
port and information on the clandestine 
movement w i t h i n the US. 

we believe what Dharuba Moore says, 
"Either i t ( r e v o l u t i o n a r y armed struggle) i s 
supported everywhere, or i t i s not supported 
at a l l " . I t Is h y p o c r i t i c a l to support armed 
struggle only i n A f r i c a or Indochina or Uru
guay. We cannot ignore the attacks of US im
peria l i s m on the l i v e s and welfare of people 
here. We cannot ignore i t s attempts to des
t r o y r e v o l u t i o n a r y mass movements. 

STT has set aside a section c a l l e d "Mes
sages t o the People". This has included com
muniques on the p o l i t i c a l reasons for clan
destine actions, denials and denouncements 
of c e r t a i n actions and p o l i t i c a l statements 
from clandestine organizations, I n the past 
we have been careless i n s t a t i n g why we i n 
cluded some a r t i c l e s and i n i n v e s t i g a t i n g 
the e f f e c t actions had on mass organizing. 
Our readers have pointed t h i s deficiency to 
us. We w i l l be t r y i n g to preface a r t i c l e s 
w i t h explanations and explain more f u l l y 
our view of d i f f e r e n t clandestine organiza
tio n s and actions. However, we are also re
luctant to make statements i f we t h i n k we 
do not know enough. We cannot and w i l l not 
r e j e c t or condemn v i o l e n t clandestine a c t i o n 
out of hand. 
8) To provide support and information f o r 
the l i b e r a t i o n of women. 

Women are h a l f of humanity. They cannot 
be held back while the struggle against oth
er forms of oppression moves forward. US im
peria l i s m often d i r e c t s i t s attacks on TW 
and poor people against the women - s t e r i l i -
z a tiea, welfare, b i r t h c o n t r o l , p r o e t i t u -
t i o B , drugs and US m i l i t a r y - s a n c t i o n e d rape 
and p r o s t i t u t i o n . As a r e s u l t , women are 
also prominent among our freedom-fighters 
Sfcryone can learn from t h e i r determination, 
leadership and love f o r the people. 

When STT f i r s t s t a r t e d p u b l i s h i n g , there 
was no separate section on the l i b e r a t i o n 
of women. A l e t t e r from a reader c r i t i c i z e d 
t h i s "oversight". I t was a c t u a l l y a p o l i t i 
c a l e r r o r . The s t a f f unanimously agreed to 
s t a r t the section "Prom the S i s t e r s " . We are 
very happy we did so. Many a n t l - l m p e r l a l l s t 
women organisers have been able to c o n t r i 
bute, make useful c r i t i c i s m s and mutually 
develop a b e t t e r understanding of the r e l a 
t i o n s h i p o f women's organizations end s t r u g 
gles to the o v e r a l l movement and t o n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n Btrugglea. 

STT has also t r i e d to increase recogni
t i o n of the differences between the condi
tio n s of struggle f o r white women and TW 
women. We have been consciously t r y i n g to 
resolve the problems created when people 
mistakenly make those dlffereneea I n t o eon-
t r a d i c t l o n e by t r y i n g to ignore them For 
example, white feminists i n general b a t t l e 
f o r b i r t h c o n t r o l and abortion as the r i g h t 
of wenen to o e o t r o l t h e i r own l i v e s rather 
than men or l a a t l t u t l o n a l r e l i g i o n . But TW 
vxmeu o f t e n oppose s t e r i l i z a t i o n , b i r t h 

c o n t r o l and abortion programs as a consci
ous government attack on t h e i r people's 
existence. 

Both positions are correct i n the speci
f i c s i tuation.Applying one s o l u t i o n to both 
s i t u a t i o n i s what produces antagonisms. 

These are the p r i n c i p l e s "Seize the Time" 
has developed and applied over the past y e a i 
They are the basis for understanding our re
l a t i o n s h i p to other forms of propaganda and 
other forms of organization, and our f u t u r e 
d i r e c t i o n , 
SEIZE THE TIME'S RELATION TO OTHER PAPERS 
1) Community Newsletters 

STT as a newspaper does not e x i s t i n a 
vacuum. I n f a c t , we depend on the existence 
of other kinds of r e v o l u t i o n a r y news media. 
Organizers should t r y to develop l o c a l com
munity newsletters to d i s t r i b u t e to a l l the 
people they work w i t h . Our paper i s not 
meant to be a mass paper i n i t s focus^ dle-
t r l b u t l o n or language. STT would l i k e to 
receive community papers because we use them 
to provide examples of struggle and organi
zation to other organizers. A number of 
these papers from d i f f e r e n t regions also 
gives us an o v e r - a l l perepeetivo of the move
ment . 
2) National L i b e r a t i o n Newspapers 

STT also thinks that s p e c i f i c n ational 
l i b e r a t i o n struggles should develop nation
wide newspapers for t h e i r people. An exam
ple of sorts would be "Muhammad Speaks" for 
Black people, except w i t h r e v o l u t i o n a r y po
l i t i c s . These papers would be most l i k e l y 
published by the n a t i o n a l united f r o n t , j u e t 
as South Vietnam i n Struggle i s published by 
the National L i b e r a t i o n Front of South V i e t 
Nam(NLFSVN), Such papers would help t i e t o 
gether the national movement i n various c i t 
ies and regions. They would be able to give 
much more emphaaiB to s p e c i f i c conditions, 
analysis and strategy of that nation than a 
paper l i k e STT. They would also reach more 
people of that nation than would a paper 
l i k e STT, i n c l u d i n g advanced and middle peo
ple as w e l l as cadre and organizers. 
3) The White Revolutionary Movement 

A s i m i l a r r e l a t i o n s h i p would e x i s t be
tween a paper l i k e STT and white r e v o l u t i o n 
ary papers published by e s s e n t i a l l y a l l 
white cadre organizations. The newly an
nounced "Osawatomie" of the Weather Und<»r-
ground i s such a paper. 

A paper l i k e STT would also be necessary 
to provide white organizers w i t h a grasp of 
what TW movements are doing, w r i t t e n by TW 
people, and vice versa. 

RELATION OF PAPER TO POLITICAL ORGANIZING 
1) Cadre Organizations and Parties 

STT i s not o f f i c i a l l y a f f i l i a t e d w i t h 
any established cadre organization. We en
courage the formation of n a t i o n a l l i b e r a 
t i o n p a r t i e s and white cadre organizations. 
We want our s t a f f members to j o i n such or
ganizations or be sent by the organizations, 
and represent those organizations' p o l i t i 
c a l views i n the paper. I n the f u t u r e we 
would l i k e to see such a paper become a f f i 
l i a t e d w i t h a j o i n t council of various or
ganizations . 

Our s t a f f at t h i s point includes people 
who have been i n e a r l y forms of cadre organ
i s a t i o n s and people who are now engaged i n 
c o l l e c t i v e s of serious r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s i n 
various kinds of mass work. A l l o f our 
s t a f f do various kinds of mass organizing 
i n c l u d i n g n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements, 
trade union, workplace, p r i s o n , women's 
movement and c o a l i t i o n s on s p e c i f i c issues. 
Although i t has been d i f f i c u l t , and we have 
not always succeeded, we have t r i e d to be 
democratic and f l e x i b l e w i t h the basic po
l i t i c a l p r i n c i p l e s of the paper. We have 
and w i l l continue t o p r i n t a r t i c l e s that 
include d i f f e r e n t s t r a t e g i c approaches to 
the r e v o l u t i o n . 

STT has r e a l l y f e l t the need to xiork 
w i t h cadre organizations, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
those representative of n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n 
nevenents. We have made p o l i t i c a l mistakes, 
mostly of omlsaion, because we are lacking 
consistent imput. This has been p a r t i c u l a r 
l y evident w i t h the Chicano/Mexicano move
ment. For exanple, i n our a r t i c l e s on organ-
izatio>n wc d i d not take i n t o account the 
hlflteiry o f organising of Chicanos and Mexl-
eanOB. We did not recognize the r e l a t i v e i n 
dependence of that movement from events such 
aa the s p l i t I n the Black Panther Party 
which d i d h e a v i l y a f f e c t b o t h Blaek and vhit« 
rev o l u t i o n a r y movementa. 
2) National L i b e r a t i o n United Fronts and 
Hasa Organising 

We encourage the formation of n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n f r o n t a w i t h i n the US. STT's r e l a 

t i o n s h i p to United Fronts would be i n d i r e c t 
as we are a t h e o r e t i c a l j o u r n a l aimed at ca
dre l e v e l organizers. We encourage the f o r 
mation of n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n papers w r i t t e n 
by the p o l i t i c a l organization of the UF. 

We also recognize that there are forms of 
organizing on s p e c i f i c issues that cross na
t i o n a l l i n e s based on working class leader
ship, i e , economic issues, labor and union 
work, prisoner struggles, m i l i t a r y organiz-
ing.(These issues include organizing on na
t i o n a l l i n e s as w e l l . ) I n these struggles 
we hope t o : 

1, Sum up conditions and p r a c t i c e . 
2, Prom that develop p r a c t i c a l theory 
3. I n order to propose o v e r - a l l strategy 
4. Encourage p r a c t i c a l u n i t y / a l l i a n c e s 

through t h i s work. 
3) Organization w i t h i n Seize the Time 

The p r i n c i p l e feature of organization 
w i t h i n STT i s die formation of a TW S t a f f and 
a white s t a f f . Each has developed workteams 
to help w i t h production, d i s t r i b u t i o n , con
t r i b u t i o n s and c r i t i c i s m of tke paper. The 
separate teams have allowed us to r e a l l y pay 
close a t t e n t i o n to developing s p e c i f i c as
pects of n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n struggles and 
the white working class movement. We f e e l 
that t h i s has enabled STT to avoid the vague
ness and i d e a l i s t i c g e n e r a l i t y of newspa
pers put out by m u l t i n a t i o n a l cadre organi
zations based on the " u n i t y of the whole mul
t i n a t i o n a l working class". 

STT i s faced w i t h other kinds of problems 
Mostly, i t has been d i f f i c u l t at times to 
coordinate the p r a c t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s of the 
s t a f f s and f i n d time f o r both work I n speci
f i c movements and the paper. I t has require' 
dedication when enthusiasm f a l l s to a low 
p o i n t . However, these problems can be worked 
out by p r a c t i c e . 

FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
1) P o l i t i c a l content 

I n working w i t h organizers STT finds that 
the more general t h e o r e t i c a r t i c l e s have been 
h e l p f u l , but we now must go f u r t h e r . Speci
f i c a l l y , we have been asked to focus more on 
mass organizing i n l i n e w i t h the r i s i n g t i d e 
of popular struggles. We intend to make our 
content more issue/problem oriented to help 
organizers and a c t i v i s t s . This includes plan
ning the c e n t r a l theme of the paper 2 and 3 
issues i n advance. I t includes announcing 
those themes i n preceding issues to give peo
ple a chance to make well-thought out c o n t r i 
butions . 

Besides the c e n t r a l theme of each issue, 
s p e c i f i c sections of the paper need strength
ening - "From the S i s t e r s " and "Class Strug
gl e " . We need to develop more t i e s w i t h or
ganizers i n those areas and r e a l l y be more 
conscious of p o l i t c a l content. 
2) Organizational Objectives 

Two major weaknesses now are our inconsis 
tent and unsystematic publishing and d i s t r i 
b u t i o n . Both r e a l l y hold back what we f e e l 
to be e s s e n t i a l l y good p o l i t i c a l content. 
What good i s content i f i t doesn't reach peo 
pie? This whole area of d i s t r i b u t i o n w i l l 
be STT's major focus i n ths coming period 
of p r a c t i c e : 

"A newspaper i s not only a collective 
propagandist and collective agitator, 
but also a collective organizer. I n 
thi s respect i t can be compared to the 
scaffolding erected around a building 
m construction; i t marks the contours 
of the structure and f a c i l i t a t e s com
munication between the builders, per
mit t i n g them to distribute the work 
and to view the common results a-
chleved by their organized labour." 

LENIN 
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SEIZE THE TIME i s a v a i l a b l e on a 
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and l e t t e r s t o : 

Occupant 
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of purchase. Please do not send checks, 
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we ask t h a t people and organizations 
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d i s t r i b u t i n g papers. We welcome news re
p o r t s from peoples' struggles, a r t i c l e s , 
l e t t e r s , poems, artwork and cartoons. 



PROPAGANDA 
AND PEOPLES'WAR 

. LLon by Lite IRA, 1954 
Successful g u e r r i l l a operatitms Involve 

the people. I t i s the q u a l i t y of t h e i r r e -
sl?itance to the enemy and support f o r the 
Rucrrilla.s which i n the end w i l l be the 
decisive f a c t o r . The g u e r r i l l a Q are the 
spcarhcau of tiie people's resistance. 

In f a c t , a g u e r r i l l a force w i l l be un
able to operate i n an area where the 
people are l i o s t i l e to i t s aims. And i t 
mitut he rtmemhered always that i t i s the 
pooplo uhn u l l l bear ttip brunt of the 
L'nt'my's r u t a L i a t o r y measures. 

Accordinj!ly there should be constant 
contact aiitl coordinAtion between the 
j ; u e r r i l l a s and the i o c a i population. 
'I'hi.i can to done by! 

(1) R e cruiting volunteers f o r columns 
ircini population of t e r r i t o r y i n which the 
•Hilimn is operating. 

(2) Use of c i v i l p o l i t i c a l committees 
.riooi- tll<^ pi^eple uhoee f u n c t i o n i t would 
he to a g i t a t e against the oppressor, get 
new memhers f o r g u e r r l i i a s , organize 
s.ipplies f o r eoiumne, provide crans-
p o - t a t i o n f o r g u e r r i l l a s , lead the 
r^-aple i n a campaign of a c t i v e and passive 
'oeistance to enemy occupation. 

(3) Have g u e r r i l l a agents working among 
' lan population c o l l e c t i n g information 

0 anny. 
• • L'ae of part-time g u e r r i l l a ^ - who 

. continue i n c i v i l i a n occupations yet 
Tc a v a i l a b l e f o r active acrvics when c a l l e d 
on. TTiuB l o c a l companies, would be b u i l t 
up anJ used as reserves when the occasion 
warranted. 

(5) B u i l d up l i a s o n between g u e r r i l l a s 
and people u n t i l such time as i t was. per
f e c t . When the people s u f f e r under enemy 
oppression f o r a i d i n g the g u e r r i l l a s the 
l a t t e r would help and protect the people. 

INFORMATION 
To b u i l d up the resistance of the people 

to the required p i t c h needs more than 
g u e r r i l l a a c t i v i t y . The aims of the move
ment must be popularised, the objectives 
c l e a r l y s t a t e d , and the world must be I n -
• ' r ^ d of what i s happening and why. 

This type of i n f o r m a t i o n i s a c t u a l l y 
jood education too. Part of the education 

Information must be f a c t u a l to b u i l d up 
confHence among the people i n the n a t i o n a l 
movement. What i t must do i s t h i s : 

(1) Give the people t e n a c i t y to stand 
up to the enemy by showing them the struggle 
Is worth while and necessary. 

They must made awaJr* that the n a t i o n a l 
atruggle w i l l be v i c t o r i o u s i n the end—but 
that the end depends on them. 

(2) Get world p u b l i c opinion behind the 
j u s t f i g h t of the people. 

( 3 ) Undermine the enemy's morale and h i s 
propaganda by exposing h i s methods and by 
constant emphasis on the unjustness of his 
cause. 

(4) Be the s p i r i t u a l main spring of 
those a c t i v e l y engaged i n the n a t i o n a l move-
mont so that they understand the need to 
destroy the enemy and h i s pov7er forever. 

METHODS 
The main channels of information a v a i l 

able to the g u e r r i l l a s are newspapers, 
l e a f l e t s , r a d i o , word of mouth. Other 
methods may be worked out and new ones 
invented. For example: P a i n t i n g of slogans, 
proclamations and manifeatoa and so on. 

A l l the means of winning the confidence 
of the people must be u t i l i z e d . The ideas 
of the movement must be so popularised 
that no one i s i n d o u b t — l e a s t of a l l the 
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process i s countering the enemy's propa
ganda. The basic idea i s t h a t the g u e r r i l l a 
education campaign must be continuous, 
must beat the enemy at h i s propaganda 
game and j u s t expose h i s l i e s to the 
people and indeed to the whole world. 

This end of the g u e r r i l l a operations i s 

AN UNARMED PEOPLE 

no less important than the d e s t r u c t i o n 
of enemy resources and bases, 
enemy—that I t w i l l win eventually. 

This information service mu&t f u n c t i o n 
continuously to get maximum r e s u l t s . 
Amonjv the things I t must do are; 

(1) Show weakness, of enemy p o s i t i o n 
and propaganda us.ed t o bolfi_ter th.At 
p o s i t i o n . 

(2) Show what i s wrong w i t h p u H t l c a l 
and s o c i a l order. 

( 3 ! ) Suggest remedies, and how they can 
be brought about. 

(4) Be i n touch a l l the time w i t h the 
t h i n k i n g of the people. 

ACCURA.CY 
The g u e r r i l l a s ' i n f o r m a t i o n aervioe w i l l 

be judged on i t s accuracy. I t must t e l l 
the people exactly what i s required of them. 
I t must show th a t the g u e r r i l l a movement i s 
all-knowing, a l l - p o w e r f u l , a part of the 
people's l i f e — t h e people are a part of i t . 

I t s broadcasting must be so i n t e r e s t i n g 
that f r i e n d and foe a l i k e tune I n . This 
r u l e applies t o a l l information media. 

The information service o£ the g u e r r i l l a 
command should work i n close l i a s o n w i t h 
i n t e l l i g e n c e so that i n f o r m a t i o n I s up to 
the minute and accurate and yet does not 
.give away information to the enemy. 

I t would also independently c o l l e c t and 
evaluate and d i s t r i b u t e i t s own information. 
The world has to be informed of what i s 
happening f o r i t w i l l be basic enemy p o l i c y 
to shut o f f a l l contact between the move
ment and the rest of the world. 

The world must know and understand what 
i s being done, what the enemy i s t r y i n g to 
destroy and why, and the way these things 
can be ended and peace restored and freedom 
won. 

CULTURAL WORKER'S FRONT (cont. from Pg.15) 
and s e x i s t ) to speak to the white working 
class than TW c u l t u r a l workers can use 
white c u l t u r e to speak to the masses of 
T\< people. 

The form and dynamics o f class str u g 
gle i n the US i s d i f f e r e n t f o r d i f f e r e n t 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s . The immediate needs and 
present consciousness of white and TW 
people d i f f e r markedly. For instance, f o r 
a Black community to demand a school's 
name be changed to Martin Luther King and 
be c o n t r o l l e d by the Black community not 
only i s progressive, but would be(and has 
been) a vigorous movement that Includes 
several classes. These struggles are aim
ed at the d e t e r i o r a t i n g physical condi
t i o n o f schools, poor teaching, i r r e l e 
vant and r a c i s t lesson m a t e r i a l , p o l i c e 
entrapment and harassment of students and 
the c o l o n i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of white 
school o f f i c i a l s . 

On the other hand, a proposal to 
change the name of a white community's 
school to Joe H i l l , John Brown or B i l l 
Haywood would probably f a l l on deaf ears 
( t h i s can change i n the f u t u r e ) . No such 
Struggle has yet happened. The demand f o r 
community c o n t r o l of schools i n white 
working class communities haa almost a l 
ways been a cover for white racism against 
Black c h i l d r e n being bused to formerly 
a l l white schools, class struggle i n t h i s 
case means combatting white racism, iden
t i f y i n g and denouncing white r a c i s t lead-
e r 3 ( l i k e Louisie Day Hicks) art p r o f i t e e r s 
l i k e p o l i t i c i a n a aa the enemy and i n t r o 
ducing working claaa i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , 

I n the Black community's atruggle, 
c o r r e c t class struggle i n t h i s case means 
u n i t i n g o i l possible claaaca ogainat c o l 
o n i a l I n s t i t u t i o n s and n e o - c o l o n i a l l a c k -
eir»( l i k e Kewark's mayor, Gibson). To ap
p l y tKe »»mt slogans, the same immediate 
fAala M i d the S S M style of work to both 
Biseft rad «liitc o o M u n l t l e s would be d l s -
S S t * M * * s . It l a n l d ils^rwistrate the lack 
o f u o d c r s t a W i a g c l a s s c o o t r a d i c t i o n s i n 
s s c i c o t i f i c ymy. 

I n c v l t v n l w M t t h e M M n e e d for 

sound analysis o f concrete conditions 
applies. TW c u l t u r a l workers recognize 
c e r t a i n s i m i l a r i t i e s i n t h e i r n a t i o n a l 
struggles. On the basis of these p o l i t i c s 
a TW caucus formed. 

Class Stand and C u l t u r a l Work 
The p e t i t e bourgeois view of a r t 

s e r i o u s l y hampers our work. A r t i n the US 
i s taught to people as an i n d i v i d u a l act 
of expression, a luxury o f the r i c h , the 
property of a talented e l i t e . A r t i s view
ed as in t e n s e l y personal, not a f f e c t e d by 
p o l i t i c s , class or na t i o n a l boundaries. 
I t has no purpose or e f f e c t except e s t h e t i c , 

The members of the C u l t u r a l Workers' 
Front recognize that t h i s view o f c u l t u r e 
and a r t i s a product of the r u l i n g class 
and that i t hinders the l i b e r a t i o n o f a l l 
poor and working people. Yet most c u l t u r 
a l workers i n the struggle come from mid
dle class, p e t i t e bourgeois backgrounds 
w i t h a r t i s t i c t r a i n i n g of a s i m i l a r na
t u r e . I n our work there i s always a ten
dency to Slide back i n t o bourgeois t h i n k 
ing . There i s always a class struggle. 

The p e t i t e bourgeois m e n t a l i t y of 
many c u l t u r a l workers also hinders b u i l d 
ing the s t r u c t u r e of the Frente. Instead 
of t r y i n g to understand the conditions 
and come to correct p o l i t i c a l decisions, 
we f i n d ourselves v o t i n g on bureaucratic 
d e t a i l s and v o t i n g according to feel i n g s 
on major p o l i t i c a l questions. E s t a b l i s h 
ing the TW caucus without a m a j o r i t y vote 
by everybody was a major Struggle. While 
the u n i l a t e r a l decision to form a caucus 
hy TU c u l t u r a l workers was correct i n 
content, we f a i l e d to adequately e i q j l a l n 
the p o l i t i c a l reasons to whites u n t i l af
t e r the f a c t , Many viewed i t as d i c t a t o r 
ship by a m i n o r i t y - f a i l i n g to understand 
i t as part of the class struggle against 
imperlfllism by TW people. C e r t a i n l y i f 
those i n leadership o f the caucus do not 
attempt always to b r i n g brooder numbers 
of TW people i n t o the caucus and the Fren
t e , the TW caucus w i l l become an e l i t i s t 
c l i q u e bearing no r e l a t i o n s h i p to strug
gl e . 

What We Should Do I n the Frente 
As communists working i n the Cultur

a l Workers' Front, we should aim towards 
Strengthening the Third world caucus and 
b u i l d i n g a white caucus. F i r s t , they would 
provide the Frente w i t h s t r u c t u r e i t bad
l y needs. Unless the Frente i s w e l l or
ganized, the best c u l t u r a l workers(who 
have the least time to spend i n mass meet
ings) w i l l not be able to p a r t i c i p a t e . 

Second, the caucuses would provide 
the Frente w i t h s t r u c t u r e that emphasizes 
the p o l i t i c a l tasks of c u l t u r a l workers 
i n t h i s country. Because o f the d i v i s i o n 
of the working class along n a t i o n a l l i n e s , 
some types of work and study need to be 
done separately to be e f f e c t i v e while 
others must be done j o i n t l y . The caucuses 
would allow the development of TW and 
white working class leadership capable o f 
working separately and j o i n t l y . 

Communists w i t h i n the TW caucus 
should help organize the study of scien
t i f i c socialism and promote p r o l e t a r i a n 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m by supporting working 
class leadership of t h e i r n a t i o n a l move
ments. Communists i n the white caucus 
should get white c u l t u r a l workers to work 
w i t h t h e i r working class to f i g h t racism 
and awaken t h e i r consciousness of being 
workers. The best way to support an a l l y 
against US imperialism i s to b u i l d your 
own struggle against i t . 

Solving the p o l i t i c a l and organiza
t i o n a l problems o f the Frente w i l l help 
us carry out the main purposes of the 
Frente which are, " F i r s t , to produce work 
that attempts to create a c u l t u r e f o r a 
mass movement against imperialism; seeing 
our work as coming out of the actual 
struggles o f Third World and working peo
ple against Iniperlallsra and to r e f l e c t 
these to a broad audience. Secondly, to 
gain f u r t h e r understanding o f the nature 
of i m p e r i a l i s t c u l t u r e and t o develop 
people's c ' u l t u c e to combat t h i s dominant 
I m p e r i a l i s t c u l t u r e . " 
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world revolution 
INDOCHINA 

The s t a f f of SEIZE THE TIME wishes to 
express our joy and deeply f e l t congratu
l a t i o n s t o the Khmer and Vietnamese peo
p l e , t h e i r r e v o l u t i o n a r y governments and' 
l i b e r a t i o n forces on t h e i r most recent 
v i c t o r i e s . Everyday brings a new advance. 
Unfortunately, the American media has 
chosen to pay much more a t t e n t i o n to the 
"oFphan" snatch of South Vietnamese and 
Cambodian c h i l d r e n than to ©vents i n the 
newly l i b e r a t e d zones or to the actions 
of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y governroente, While 
the news media here keeps saying " g r i n " 
and " t r a g i c " news, we s t r a i n to catch 
eaeh v i c t o r y and hope to present a tr u e r 
p i c t u r e of events. 

The American media has paid much a t 
t e n t i o n to the refugees. There are two 
kinds of refugees. A small number would 
do w e l l to f l e e from the l i b e r a t i o n f o r 
ces. They include m i l i t a r y , government 
and p o l i c e o f f i c i a l s of Thieu's regime 
and wealthy w a r - p r o f i t e e r s ( o f t 6 n one and 
the same). Just as Thieu t r i e d to s t e a l 
away South Vietnam's gold reserves(16 
tons) to Switzerland under the cover of 
"personal belongings", so t h i s kind of 
refugee attempts to escape under the cov
er of being "ordinary c i t i z e n s " a f r a i d of 
the communists. 

Other people f l e e simply to get away 
from the f r o n t l i n e s of f i g h t i n g . Host 
news reporters{not e d i t o r s ) say these 
people account for most of the refugees. 

On the other hand, there i s very 
sketchy r e p o r t i n g of the people who stay
ed to greet the l i b e r a t i o n forces. This 
i s despite the presence of Yugoslavian, 
Japanese and even French news agencies 
and reporte from the l i b e r a t e d zones. I t 
ie c l e a r , however, that many people were 
i n the s t r e e t s o f Phmon Penh, Hue, Da 
Nang, etc. to wave f l a g s , cheer and sing 
when.the Khmer Rouge and FLAP marched i n 
t o the c i t i e s and v i l l a g e s . 

Before they a r r i v e d , refugees had svol-
ml&n these c i t i e s , food and water were 
scarce, ARVN-(Thieu's) troops i n Vietnam 
looted, raped and k i l l e d c i v i l i a n s i n 
f r u s t r a t i o n , drunken rage and fear. A l l 
municipal services had broken down. 

The l i b e r a t i o n forces restored c i v i l 
order, re-opened medical u n i t s ( i n c l u d i n g 
Duy Tan General, SVN's second largest 
h o s p i t a l ) and restored power and water. 
They d i s t r i b u t e d food and water. UNICEF 
(United Nations I n t e r n a t i o n a l Children's 
Bnergency Fund) haa monitored d i s t r i b u 
t i o n o f r e l i e f supplies to Da Nang. Many 

governments around the world are also 
donating emergency r e l i e f supplies to the 
l i b e r a t e d zones. The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Red 
Cross reported food d i s t r i b u t i o n s i n Viet 
Nam and also said that the Khmer Rouge 
have respected the n e u t r a l i t y of a secur
i t y zone f o r non-combatants i t set up i n 
the Hotel l e Phnom. 

I n D9 Nang thousands of workers went 
to the newly opened o f f i c e s of the Da 
Nang L i b e r a t i o n Trade Union Federation to 
j o i n . Transport workers and other c i t i 
zens cleaned up str e e t s and removed bar-
rlcades. I n a l l c i t i e s and towns, people's 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y committees and m i l i t i a have 
been established to consolidate ond pro
t e c t r econstruction, 

A l l t h i s should come as no s u r p r i s e . 
The Khmer Rouge and NLF forces are not 
conquering armies invading other people's 
lands. They represent decades of p o l i t i -
eal struggle against imperialism and op
pression. By the time they entered Phnom 
Penh and Vietnam's p r o v i n c i a l c a p i t a l s , 
many clandestine and open mass organisa
t i o n s had f i r m l y established themselves. 
Students and teachers, workers and r e l i 
gious groups held demonstrations many de
monstrations against Lon Nol's corruption 
and U.S. support i n Phnom Penh months be
fore his departure. I n Da Nang, Hue, 
Quang Ngal, Blnh Dinh, Binh T h u a n ( s t i l l 
disputed), Binh Tuy, Blen Hoa(near Saigon) 
e t c . j and even Saigon i t s e l f , people's 
organisation have a c t i v e l y upheld the 
Peace Accords, denounced Thieu and sup
port r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and reunion. Some of 
the many organizations Include; 

The National R e c o n c i l i a t i o n Force 
The People's Front Against Famine 
The People's Movement Against Corrup

t i o n 
The People's Organization f o r the Im

plementation of the Paris Agreement 
The V i e t Nam General Confederation of 

Labor 
The Association f o r the Protection of 

Human and C i v i l Rights 
The Buddhist Committee f o r Release o f 

P o l i t i c a l Prisoners. 

The recent m i l i t a r y v i c t o r i e s of the 
l i b e r a t i o n forces t r u l y rest upon the de
s i r e s and struggles of the popular masses. 
HAIL THE VICTORIES OF THE INDOCHINESE 

PEOPLES 
DOWN WITH US IMPERIALISM AND ALL ITS 

LACKIES 
PEACE WITH INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM 

OAU CONFERENCE 
DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA - The organization 
of A f r i c a n Unity(OAU) ended a 42-nation, 
4-day conference on A p r i l 11th. The major 
focus of t h a t meeting was the l i b e r a t i o n 
et'vggles o f s o u t h e r n A f r i c a against the 
South A f r i c a n and Rhodesian white m i n o r i 
t y regimes. Zambia Foreign M i n i s t e r , 
Mwaanga stated, "Our Objective has always 
been t o achieve m a j o r i t y r u l e by peaceful 
means I f possible and by armed atruggle 
i f necessary" South A f r i c a had agreed to 
withdraw a l l of i t s over 2,000 man m i l i 
t a r y force from Rhodesia by June, 

However negotiations to p e a c e f u l l y 
achieve black m a j o r i t y r u l e have n o t gone 
w e l l . Rhodesia's l a n Smith and South A f r i 
ca's v o r s t e r have repeatedly broken agree
ments w i t h llbai?ation organisations, The 
four l i b e r a t i o n organization o f Zimbabwe 
(Rhodesia) are the A f r i c a n National Coun-
cil(ANC), Zimbabwe A f r i c a n People's Union 
(2APU), Zimbabwe L i b e r a t i o n Front(FROLIZI) 
and the Zimbabwe A f r i c a n National Union 
(ZANU). Last December 7th, a l l four <3e-
clared the formation of united movement 
against Ian Smith's regime. I n the fare 
of t h i s t e r r i f y i n g development, Smith im
mediately proposed peaceful negotiationa 
f o r thfi tlfflnflfer of power over a p e r l o J 
Of time. He released Ndabanlngt S i t h o l e , 
ZAHU's chair , and Joshua Nkomo. ZAPU's 
chair from long Imprisonment. He also 
promised to release a l l p o l i t i c a l prison-
erS(Afriean n a t i o n a l i s t s ) an<3 abolish hlo 
ban on l i b e r a t i o n o r g a n i o a t i o n B i n order 
t o hold a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l conference w i t h 
l i b e r a t i o n leaders. 

i n c e r n a c i o M i worker's my m the 
People's Republic of the Congo 

But on March 4 t h . S i t h o l e was re-ar-
reated by Smith's government, and on 
March 18th, Chitepo, another ZANU leader 
was murdered. Mugabe. ZANU's General Se
cr e t a r y . Mazorewa, ANC's chair and the 
OAU a l l denounced these actions. The l i b 
e r a t i o n organizations declared there w i l l 
be no n e g o t i a t i o n s u n t i l S i t h o l e i s re
leased and other promises are met. 

As the Zimbabwe News pointed out, "Peo-
pie's freedom cannot be won at the nego
t i a t i o n t a b l e , but can be rea l i z e d only 
by overthrowing the oppressors and t h e i r 
system through v i o l e n t s t r u g g l e . " 

FINE WEATHER 
by HO m Mm 
The wheel of natia>e turmB without pause 
After the rain, good weather 
In the wink of an eye 
The universe throws off its muddy alothes 
For ten thoueand mites 
The tandsaape spreads out 

tike a beautiful brooade 
Light breezes 
Smiling flMere 
High in the trees 
Amidst the eparkling leaves 
All the birde eing at onaei 
People and animals rise up reborn 
What could he more natural ? 
After Borrow, aome3 (joy, 

FIGHT OPERATION TARBABY 
WASHINGTON D.C. - A p r i l 19th, President 
Kaunda of Zambia i n h i s toast at a White 
House state dinner surprised Gerald Ford 
w i t h a statement on the southern A f r i c a n 
c o n f l i c t . Usually the p o l i t i c s of l i b e r 
a t i o n and war are not discussed at these 
" p o l i t e " s tate dinners. But Kaunda used 
the opportunity to warn that "southern 
A f r i c a i s poised f o r a dangerous armed 
c o n f l i c t , " and asked that the US end i t s 
considerable support of white m i n o r i t y 
governments i n order t o preserve peace. 

The U.S. c u r r e n t l y has about $1 b i l 
l i o n of investments i n South A f r i c a . I t 
also has supplied $362 m i l l i o n of a i r 
c r a f t and $11 m i l l i o n of chemical poisons 
to a i d white regimes' suppression of Af-
r i c a n l i b e r a t i o n s truggles, "Operation 
Tarbaby" i s a combined m i l i t a r y and dip
lomatic strategy to support South A f r i c a 
and Rhodesia i n order t o insure continued 
U.S. domination of the s t r a t e g i c t i p of 
A f r i c a , 

The U.S. has also q u i e t l y supported 
South A f r i c a ' s i l l e g a l occupation of Nam-
l b l a ( f o r m e r l y South West A f r i c a ) , I n an 
i m p e r i a l i s t r e d i v i s i o n of the world. South 
A f r i c a had been granted " t r u s t e e s h i p " of 
Namibia by a 1915 League of Nations decree. 
I n 1968, the UN n u l l i f i e d that agreement, 
but South A f r i c a has refused to allow UN 
o f f i c i a l s t o eirf-«r Namibia. 

• KM 



FROM T H E S T S T F R S 
F O R C E D 

S T E R I L I Z A T I O N 
Last year, a doctor t o l d a group of 

physicians i n t r a i n i n g at a Southern 
C a l i f o r n i a county h o s p i t a l , as part of 
t h e i r i n i t i a t i o n i n t o o h s t e t r l c s : " I want 
you to ask every one of the K l r l s I f she 
wants her tubes t i e d , reeardless of how 
old she i s . Remember, every one wlio says 
yes to g e t t i n g her tuttes t l e i l meana two 
tubes ( p r a c t i c e ) for some resident or 
i n t e r n and less work for some poor aon-
o f - a - b l t c h next year." 

Minnie ana Mary A l i c e R c l f , sterilized 
by a clinic that operated on OEO funds. 

When the s t o r y of the coerced s t e r i l i z a 
t i o n of two black g i r l s , Minnie and Mary 
Ali c e Relf of Montgomery, Alabama became 
p u b l i c , many people began to wonder what 
was behind such a c r i m i n a l action...why 12 
and 14 year-old black g i r l s ? 

The father of the Relf g i r l s f i l e d a 
$1,poo,000 damage s u i t against the f e d e r a l 
government and the Montgomery c l i n i c that 
s t e r i l i z e d his daughters. The c l i n i c that 
performed the operation on Minnie and Mary 
Ali c e had used U.S. O f f i c e of Economic 
Opportunity funds. The f a t h e r charged that 
his daughters were s t e r i l i z e d without f u l l y 
understanding what was being done to them. 
The c l i n i c denied the charge, but the case 
revealed that the f e d e r a l government was 
involved i n funding such s t e r i l i z a t i o n s 
without w r i t t e n guidelines governing the 
operations. 

Afi moT-e an<i more people researched i n t o 
the s i t u a t i o n , more horror e t o r i e e of the 
same type began to surface. What was once 
ca l l e d paranoia has become documented 
r e a l i t y . 

I n 1973 i n Aiken, South Carolina, an 
o b s t e t r i c i a n by the name of Clovis Pierce 
s t e r i l i s e d 18 women on w e l f a r e , 16 of them 
black. The nurse from h i s o f f i c e t o l d 
r e porters; "The p o l i c y of Dr. Pierce'a 
o f f i c e i s , w a s , a n d a l w s w i l l be that an\ 
woman with two or more c h i l d r e n and on 
welfare w i l l have to submit to voluntary 
S t e r i l i z a t i o n i f she wants to be taken 
care of here." Pierce's nurse neglected to 
mention that he i s the only o b a t c t r i c l a n i n 
the e n t i r e county that accepts Medicaid 
p a t i e n t s . 

The a c t i n g d i r e c t o r of the OB/GYN depart-
:scnt at a municipal h o s p i t a l i n New York 
• ry e t a c e a ; "LT\ m<jst raaj»r teaching 
- - • - • - ' • s , i t i s t h e unwritten p o l i c y to 

c ve h y s c e r e c c o m i e e on poor blaok 
AC.^ .--ertO U c M voMen. w i t h minimal 
I M i e ^ ^ l A t . 79 t r i l A residents. At l e a s t 
l O I . I S doD* on t h i s basis. 

ent 

i s a major source of funds f o r "voluntary" 
s t e r i l i z a t i o n s . Since the 1966 passage of 
medicaid, HEW has been funding s t e r i l i z a t i o n s 
fo r poor women who cannot a f f o r d to pay f o r 
a p r i v a t e doctor. Although HEW has not kept 
accurate s t a t i s t i c s before 1973, i t estimates 
t h a t i n 1973 alone between 100,000 and 
200,000 poor women were s t e r i l i z e d . 
While i n recent years the money f o r HEW-
financed c h i l d care centers. Head St a r t 
programs has been cut. In the period 
1909-1974 the budget f o r family planning 
has increased from $51 m i l l i o n to over 
$250 m i l l i o n . 

For forefgn c o u n t r i e s , the U.S. 
government finances population c o n t r o l 
p r o j e c t s through the Agency f o r I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l Development (AID). This^ money 
i s used f o r research on new population 
c o n t r o l methods. Just as HEW money f o r 
population programs has Increased, so 
too has AID money increased, FroB $35 
m i l l i o n i n 1968, AID funds grew to $125 
m i l l i o n i n 1973. 

When a woman "consents" to s t e r 
i l i z a t i o n i n order to avoid having her 
family cut o f f welfare, the consent i s 
not voluntary. I t i s forced. When a 
woman i s not given proper gynecological 
care when something i s wrong and the 
disease progresses to such an extent t h a t 
hysterectomy i a the only treatment, t h i s 
i s forced s t e r i l i s a t i o n . When a c h i l d 
i s judged mentally d e f e c t i v e , s t e r i l i s e d 
and not t o l d of the operation » t h i s too, 
i s forced s t e r i l i z a t i o n , l o r those who 
t h i n k that fascism ended w i t h the Nurem
berg t r i a l s of the men who were w i l l i n g 
to go to any lengths to b u i l d a blond, 
blue-eyed master race, i t i s worth 
hearing doctors who speak of "fewer, 
b e t t e r babies" as they s t e r i l i z e poor 
and Third World women. 

The f o l l o w i n g are excerpts from the 
speech made by Huang Shu-tse, leader of 
the Chinese delegation to the United 
Nations World Population Conference. 

"Over the past few decades, along 
w i t h the development of the p o l i t i c a l 
and economic situatuon i n the world, 
there has been a f a i r l y r a p i d popula
t i o n growth i n the Third World. The 
Third World now has a population of 
nearly 3 b i l l i o n , which i s more than 
70% of the world's population. 

"Of a l l things i n the world, people 
are the most precious. Once the people 
take t h e i r destiny i n t o t h e i r own hands, 
they w i l l be able to perform m i r i c l e s . 
People as workers and as creator and 
user of too l s i s the decisive f a c t o r i n 
the s o c i a l productive forces. People are 
i n the f i r s t place producers and only i n 
the second place consumers. H i s t o r i c a l l y , 
the v a l i a n t , i n d u s t r i o u s , and talented 
people of Asia, A f r i c a and L a t i n America 
made outstanding c o n t r i b u t i o n s to human 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . But over a considerable 
period of time, the c o l o n i a l i s t s and 
i m p e r i a l i s t s subjected the Asian, A f r i c a n , 
and L a t i n American countries to b r u t a l 
aggression and enslavement. Iheynot only 
plundered enormous s o c i a l wealth from 
Asia, A f r i c a , and L a t i n America, but also 
engaged i n human t r a f f i c and e v i c t e d or 
slaughtered l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s . A f r i c a alone 
has l o s t as many as 100 m i l l i o n people i n 
t h i s way.... The population of some coun
t r i e s and nations declined d r a s t i c a l l y , 
and large t r a c t s of land were l a i d waste. 
A f t e r prolonged and heroic struggles waged 
by the people i n Asia, A f r i c a , and L a t i n 
America, a large number of countries I n 
these regions won p o l i t i c a l independence 
and achieved marked progress i n developing 
t h e i r n a t i o n a l economy and c u l t u r e as com
pared w i t h the past. Along w i t h t h i s the 
population has grown rather q u i c k l y . This 
i s not at a l l a bad t h i n g but a very good 
t h i n g . 

"The superpowers raise the f a l s e alarm 
of a "population explosion" and p a i n t a 
depressing p i c t u r e f o r the f u t u r e of the 
world. This reminds us of the notorious 
Malthus, who, more than 170 years ago, when 
the population of the world was leas than 
a b i l l i o n , r aised a hue and cry about "over
population" and the i m p o s s i b i l i t y f o r the 
growth of production ever to catch up w i t h 
t h a t of the population. Today, the world 
population has has mora than quadruplsd 
t h a t of Malthus' time, but there has been 
•uch greater increase i n the n a t e r i a l wealth 
of s o c i e t y , thanks to the e f f o r t s of the 
k r o a d sassi• of the people i n sunnounting 

S i s t e r s : 
This section of the paper 

'^j:'l'^is open to contributions of wo
men throughout the revolution
ary movement. Please send us 
a r t i c l e s , peoms, graphics or 
stories you would like to see 
printed and we will do our best 
to get them in. 

If we are to be fighters, 
we must develop theoretical 
weapons.' 

numerous o b s t a c l e s . 
"At p r e s e n t , there i s i n many countries 

& population problem which f i n d s i t s con
c r e t e expression i n unemployment, poverty, 
s t a r v a t i o n , a high m o r t a l i t y r a t e , etc. 

"The condition of the population of a 
country i s determined by i t s s o c i a l system 
and the p o l i t i c a l and economic conditions 
p r e v a i l i n g at home and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . I s 
I t owing to over-population t h a t unemploy
ment and poverty e x i s t i n many countries 
today? No, absolutely not. I t i a mainly due 
to aggression, plunder and e x p l o i t a t i o n by 
the i m p e r i a l i s t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the super
powers. The two superpowers are the biggest 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l e x p l o i t e r s and oppressors of 
today and the chief c u l p r i t s i n the world. 
In our o p i n i o n , the primary way of s o l v i n g 
the population problem l i e s i n combating 
the aggression and plunder by the i m p e r i a l 
i s t s , c o l o n i a l i s t s , and n e o - c o l o n l a i l s t s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the superpowers, breaking 
down the unequal i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic 
r e l a t i o n s , winning and safeguarding i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l independence, and developing the 
n a t i o n a l economy and c u l t u r e independently 
and s e i f - r e l i a n t l y i n the l i g h t of each 
country's s p e c i f i c conditions and d i f f e r i n g 
circumstances and r a i s i n g the l i v i n g 
standards of people...." 

1 
"Of all the things in the world, people 
are the most precious," is reflected in 
the fighting spirit of the Vietnamese 
people. 

FIGHTING BACK IN THE BELLY OF THE BEAST 
The Third World Women's A l l i a n c e i n New 

York sees the need f o r a Third World women's 
organization to organize a mass campaign i n 
t h i s country to expose the medical and l e g a l 
a t r o c i t i e s which are being used against 
women i n i n an e f f o r t to c o n t r o l and e l i m 
i n a t e the b i r t h rate of the poor i n t h i s 
country. I t ' s easier f o r the United States 
to blame the i l l s of t h i s country on over
population of a segment of i t s Inhabitants 
than i t i s to deal w i t h the r e a l s o c i a l and 
economic problems that imperialiam createoi 

The Third World Women's A l l i a n c e i s 
asking any s i s t e r s who are i n t e r e s t e d i n 
and concerned w i t h working on the medical 
and l e g a l aspects of a s t e r i l i z a t i o n 
p r o j e c t , or who have instances of women who 
have been "voluntary" s t e r i l i z e d to j o i n 
them i n a p r o j e c t t o expose and change the 
S i t u a t i o n . Contact: 

Marilyn Aguire 
Third World Women's A l l i a n c e 
26 West 20th Street 
New York, New York 10011 

I n Los Angeles The Committee to Stop 
Forced S t e r i l i z a t i o n s i s a group of women 
and men who are organizing to expose and 
put an end to forced s t e r i l i z a t i o n . They 
support the r i g h t of women to b i r t h c o n t r o l , 
i n c l u d i n g s t e r i l i z a t i o n , but oppose the 
use of b i r t h c o n t r o l as a weapon against 
poor people. They can be contacted by 
w r i t i n g ; 

Community Law Offices 
2212 Sunset Blvd. 
Los Angeles, C a l i f . 90026 
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T H E ROLE OF 
BLACK WOMEN 
1 . THE PROBLEM 

Black Women i n today's c i t i e s are 
s t i l l the most e x p l o i t e d and oppressed 
of the working clees- Black Women muet 
s t i l l work c h i e f l y as domestics (maids) , 
and t h e i r f a mily incomeo r a r e l y meet 
s u r v i v a l l e v e l s . At the eame time, 
women must bear the children j care for 
them, do the household choros, and many 
times work t o help keep the family going. 
Black Women are constantly reminded of 
the r e a l i t y t h a t t h e i r c h i l d r e n w i l l r e 
main enslaved, f o r tho schools i n the 
Black Community are purposely designed to 
ensure i t , , " I f you're bom i n a poor 
f a m i l y , you w i l l l i v e In a poor neigh
borhood, go to a poor school, get a poor 
education, get a poor paying 10^, which 
r e s u l t s i n l i v i n g i n a poor neighbor
hood " 

In a d d i t i o n to being subjected to 
c a p i t a l i s m , racism, and sexism, women are 
also the c h i e f v i c t i m s of the a i l - p c r v a -
s i v e r e l i g i o u s and s o c i a l pressures of 
the " B i b l e - B e l t " . Repreaeive Southern 
doctrines are forced upon most women i n 
the impoverished Black Community through 
m i n i s t e r s , teachers, and others t h a t sub
scribe CO the oppressors " r e l i g i o n " a s 
a means of making women "content" wi t h 
the b i t t e r misery of t h e i r l i v e s . 

I f there was hope of a b e t t e r l i f e 
i n some other place, and i f the only way 
to reach i t and end the "poor butchered 
h a l f - l i v e s " was through death, women as 
we l l as men, black as w e l l as w h i t e , 
would be committing wholesale s u i c i d e . . . 

Contrary to what TIME (June 17, 74) 
says, the m a j o r i t y o£ our Black people, 
and p a r t i c u l a r l y Black Women, are not 
"middle class". Rather they are e i t h e r 
unemployed, or underemployed. Those few 
who have "made i t " are the exception 
ra t h e r than the r u l e . 
2. ANALYSIS 

Wliat then i s the r o l e of Black Women 
Black L i b e r a t i o n Struggle? I t i s 

our b e l i e f t h a t the r o l e of the Black 
Woman i s the same as everyone else's i n 
the s t r u g g l e ; to educate, organize, mo
b i l i z e , and f i g h t to the best of her 
a b i l i t y . The word " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " has no 
gender. I t i s n e u t r a l . A re v o l u t i o n a r y 
can be e i t h e r male or female. 

How can Black Women f u l f i l l t h e i r 
r o l e i n the struggle? Black Women hold 
w i t h i n t h e i r hands the key to a l o t of 
things t h a t are happening and w i l l 
continue to happen to Black People, 
because Black Women have a l o t of p u l l 
behind the scenes i n the Black Community. 
Once Black Women decide to r e s i s t oppres
sion and to f i g h t back, they are among 
the most m i l i t a n t and courageous f i g h t e r s . 

"The degree of progress can never be 
separated from the Women. I f you're 
i n a country that's progressive, i t ' s 
because the women are progreaaive; i f 
you're i n a country t h a t r e f l e c t s a 
consciousness towards the importance of 
education, i t ' s because the women are 
aware of the Importance of education. 
But i n every backward country y o u ' l l f i n d 
the women are backward; i n every country 
where education i s not s t r e s s e d , i t s 
because the women don't have education. 
So one t h i n g I became thoroughly con
vinced of i n my recent t r a v e l s i s the im° 
portance of g i v i n g freedom to the women, 
g i v i n g her education, and g i v i n g her 
the i n c e n t i v e to get out there and put 
t h a t aame s p i r i t and understanding i n the 
c h i l d r e n . I f r a n k l y am proud of the con
t r i b u t i o n our women have made i n the 
struggle f o r freedom, and I'm one f o r g i 
v i n g them a l l the leeway possible because 
they've made a greater c o n t r i b u t i o n than 
many of us men. One of the best ways 
tha t they can help i s to encourage the 
man; Try to i n s p i r s him to be more 
m i l i t a n t and t u r n him away from being 
non-violent and passive and meek and 
uncle-tomish. Make kim aware t h a t the 
Black Woman wants to see her man be a 
man instead of around hare using r e l i g i o n 
as an excuse to be a coward and some of 
the things he's been r e f l e c t i n g here 
l a t e l y (gangsterism without a weapon)." 

MALCOLM X 

" I f you're i n a country t h a t ' s progressive, 
i t ' s Decause the women are progressive." 

Malcolm X 
3. SOLUTION 

Women - Black Women - are c r u c i a l to 
the t o t a l l i b e r a t i o n of Black people. 
Uhereae a man l i v e s from day-tO-day, a 
woman l i v e s from generation-to-generation. 
When the Black woman today sees her c h i l d 
ren forced to grow up i n such a v i c i o u s 
s o c i e t y , i t i s d i f f i c u l t to keep her out 
of the r e v o l u t i o n . She wants to see her 
c h i l d r e n f r e e , even i f she haa to per i s h 
i n the s t r u g g l e . I n her own determina
t i o n to be free she has said: "We w i l l 
f i g h t from one generation to the next." 
This i n i t s e l f i s an admission of a pro
t r a c t e d (continuous) s t r u g g l e . 
AS A BLACK MOTHER; 

The s i s t e r s hold the r e i n s of the 
generations to come i n t h e i r r o l e ae the 
Black Mother. She has the power to i n -
S t i l l m the minds and souls of the Black 
youth Black Awareness, Black P r i d e , non
compliance, and r e v o l u t i o n . 
AS THE BLACK WIFE, OR OTHER HALF: 

The Black Woman h i s t o r i c a l l y has 
been a str o n g , enduring, s e l f l e s s , proud 
and ingenious person. Sojourner T r u t h , 
w i t h her proclamation: " I am a woman" , 
and H a r r i e t Tubman, who was a "conductor" 
on the Underground Railroad are shining 
examples of the Black Woman's a b i l i t y 
and w i l l to s t r u g g l e . The Black Woman 
v i r t u a l l y enabled the Black People i n 
Amerlkkka to survive up to t h i s present 
day, through a c t i n g i n the r o l e of bread
winner and manhood b u i l d e r . Today the 
Black Woman can use these t r a i t s to i n 
s t i l l i n her man the w i l l to s t r u g g l e , to 
l e t him know t h a t he i s a man and he can 
win i n armed struggle against the oppres
sor because s h e ' l l be r i g h t there 
s t r u g g l i n g by hi s side. 

AS THE BLACK REVOLUTIONARY: 
As we stated e a r l i e r , the term 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y has no gender. The Black 
Woman Revolutionary i s a r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n 
every sense of the word, from organizing 
i n the s t r e e t s , to ambushing the pigs on 
the move, to p l a n t i n g bombs i n d i s c r e t e 
places. As ELMER GERDNIMO PRATT stated 
t h i s poem i s dedicated t o ; 
L o l i t a Lebron - Puerto Rican 
•Rationalist. P o l i t i c a l Prl.Qoner; 
ind a l l Women P o l i t i c a l Prisoners. 
REBEL SISTER 

H O W small the world, so large i n 
your thought. 

Struggle i s the pressing order of 
the day - how w e l l you know! 

How f o o l i s h the man who takes the 
stand alone, 

he saw your hand reaching out, 
yesterday, today, and 

h e ' l l see i t again, again and again. 
That's the way you are you knowI 
P o l i t i c a l l y minded you are, yes, 

even a s o l d i e r you areJ 
Revolutionary s i s t e r , f i g h t i n g to 

undo t h i s wrong 
fo r that which w i l l someday he. 
Hey comrade, rebel s i s t e r , my dream 

i s your dream, 
our s t r u g g l e , the f i g h t , the 

r e v o l u t i o n , i t ' s a l l f o r the same. 
But not a dream. A new l i f e , a place 

i n time where 
people have love and a f u l l measure 

of compassion f o r each other. 
That's our d i r e c t i n n i 
I , your b r o t h s r , your comrade, am a 

prisoner, l i k e you, 
locked behind bars - who r e s t s at 

n i g h t on a p i l l o w of chicken 
' feathers, dried t e a r s . 

i n h i s "New Urban G u e r i l l a " , "the enemy 
i s h i g h l y vulnerable to the t a c t i c s of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y women, thus the woman's r o l e 
i n our struggle i s a major weapon that's 
not only capable of weakening the enemy's 
strength but also strengthening the a l i e n 
ated minds of the supermagcullne menial 
that's so rampant i n the slave quarters." 
What t h i s says i s t h a t r e v o l u t i o n a r y Black 
Women have a l o t i n t h e i r comer to work 
With. 

There i a a trend e x i s t i n g I n the 
Black Colony c a l l e d "gangsterism". You 
see them every day, r i d i n g the s t r e e t s , 
pU9hlne garbage, but e s p e c i a l l y , abusing 
the s i s t e r s . I f you t o l d them t h a t what 
they are doing to the Black S i s t e r s , the 
rent man d i d to h i s mother 10 years ago, 
he'd r e a l l y act surprised; not at what 
the oppressor was doing to hlg mother, but 
surprised t h a t , i n terms of gangsterism, 
he's a late-comer... 

Just f o r the record, they are pro
bably the only gangsters t n the world 
without wcaponsi They've copped j u s t 
about everything but the piece, and those 
few who do have pieces you can't f i n d 
when the beast i s t e r r o r i z i n g the neigh
borhood. They've used i t on everyone but 
the oppressor. Everyone i s v i c t i m i z e d hy 
these gun-toting f o o l s who some how don't 
seem to be able to d i s t i n g u i s h s e l f - d e 
fense from s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n , f o r they 
shoot anything and everything i n s i g h t . 
Many even buy blanks j u s t to shoot i n the 
a i r . . . But when v i c i o u s murders l i k e i n the 
case of C l i f f o r d Glover or Santos Mines, 
or Ricky Bodden go down, 10 and 11 year 
o l d c h i l d r e n , i t w i l l be up to the Black 
Woman to m i l i t a r i z e and r e t a l i a t e . Why? 
Because seldom w i l l the spineless pigs 
deal on the Colony when the Black revo
l u t i o n a r y i s around: a sign of the cowar
dice of ther North Amerikkan enemy agents. 

The present war could be t i t l e d the 
War Against Black Children; an assurance 
t h a t there w i l l be no new generation to 
f i g h t against the oppressor. We charge 
a l l of the oppressors and t h e i r s n i 
v e l i n g , b o o t l i c k i n g l a c k i e s , mostly w h i t e , 
(some kneegrow) w i t h Genocide i n dealing 
w i t h Black People, and I n f a n t i c i d e where 
our c h i l d r e n are ooncerned. 

IN CONCLUSION, we recognize Black 
Womanhood Day to negate the current trend 
of chauvinism and sexism t h a t has t r i c k l e d 
down from the slave-master's house to the 
slave quarters. We want to recognize our 
women as p a r t of our s t r u g g l e , because 
f i r s t of a l l , women i n the world are the 
m a j o r i t y , and because the m a j o r i t y of the 
people i n the world are non-white peoples. 
We refuse to allow ourselves to be divided 
from our mothers, s i s t e r s and daughters. 
Black Womanhood Day recognizes our s i s t e r s 
class st r u g g l e ; we must l i b e r a t e the p a r t 
as a necessary step i n l i b e r a t i n g the 
whole. 

ALL POWER TO OUR SISTERS! 
Va. State Chapter B.P.P. 
No r f o l k , Va. 

JULY 22 — DAY OF BLACK WOMEN (NFK) 
sweat and blood; 
w i t h short l i v e d thoughts of 

yesterday and the day before, 
and more. 
I believe i n you, you are my complement, 

you my re b e l s i s t e r 
p o l i t i c a l prisoner as I . 
The system t h a t works against you, 

hurt you, abused you, misused 
you, has only made you stronger. 

The system t h a t posed your brother 
against you. 

Yesterday i s no morel 
Behind the bars of the j a i l s , prisons, 
refiormatorles; concentration camps, 

and, the years of being a 
prisoner 

how b e a u t i f u l you are I 

v i c t o r gerardo bono 
US Pen., A t l a n t a . 



CONTINUED E X E R P T S FROM HOE HANA, 

A HAWAIIAN LABOR/COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER CLASS STRUGGLE! 
LABOR LAW EXPOSED 
THE GREAT COVER-UP: 
THE WAGNER ACT 

Although h a i l e d by l i b e r a l 
trade u n i o n i s t s as " l a b o r ' s b i l l of 
r i g h t s , " the National Labor R e l a t i o n s 
Act of 1935 (the Wagner-Connery 
A c t ) , enacted to raplaoe tho do-
funct NRA (and incorporating i t s 
s e c t i o n nn workers' r i g h t s ) , was 
another desperate attempt to atop 
the I n c r e a s i n g l y v i o l e n t c o n f l i c t 
of labor and c a p i t a l . The "pro-
g r e s e l v e " gaine of t h i s act were tO 
be Wiped out hy succeeding laws. The 
much-heralded Section 7 of the Wagner 
Act, however, gave workers the r i g h t 
to j o i n , form and a s s i s t the formation 
of labor unions, the r i g h t to bargain 
c o l l e c t i v e l y and the r i g h t to engage 
i n "concerted a c t i o n . " 

Between 1934 and 1936, 89 workers 
died i n s t r i k e s and over 18,000 
were a r r e s t e d i n s t r u g g l e s for 
elementary union r e c o g n i t i o n , d e s p i t e 
the NRA and t h i s new "labor's b i l l 
of r i g h t s . " 

During t h i s period, workers learned 
not to r e l y on paper r i g h t s but to win 
them i n s t r u g g l e , and began great 
organising d r i v e s for unions i n s t e e l 
t e x t i l e s , g l a s s , rubber and e l e c t r i c i t y . 
The most dedicated organiaere were com
munists who infused the workers' s t r u g 
g l e s with new m i l i t a n c y and developed 
with the workers new t a c t i c s . I n -
eluding the mass p i c k e t , women's 
a u x i l i a r i e s , the sit-down s t r i k e , and 
the f l y i n g SQuads. 

Although the number of organized 
workers doubled from 1930 to 1940, 
i t was because of the v a l i a n t s t r u g 
g l e of the working c l a s s , not because 
of l e g a l s a n c t i o n s by the NRA or i t s 
successor, the Wagner Act. 
TAFT-HARTLEY: UGLY THRUST OF FASCISM 

The Labor-Management R e l a t i o n s 
Act of 1 9 & 7 (the Taft-Hartley Act) 
foras the Bain basis of present n a t i o n a l 
labor p o l i c i e s . 

To workers, as John Lewis ( f i r s t 
United Mine Workers head) put i t , i t 
was "the f i r s t ugly, savage t h r u s t of 
f a s c i s m i n America." T a f t - H a r t l e y was 
enacted amidst a post-war s t r i k e wave 
i n v o l v i n g 4.6 m i l l i o n workers. 
TIGHTER REGULATION 

The f i n a l major law passed, the 
Labor-Management Reporting and D i s 
c l o s u r e Act of 1959, e s t a b l i s h e d 
t i g h t e r f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n of the i n 
t e r n a l f unctioning of trade unions, 
which by t h i s time had succumbed com
p l e t e l y to business-unionism and could 
not or would not oppose i t s passage 
e f f e c t i v e l y . The LMRDA r e q u i r e s unions 
to f i l e annual f i n a n c i a l r e p o r t s w i t h 
the US Department of Labor. I t functions 
to enforce the performance of c o l l e c t i v e 
bargaining agreements by removing the 
l a s t v e s t i ^ s of trade union indepen-

dence of the " n e u t r a l " government. 
The LMRDA l e g a l l y s e a l e d the 

gradual conversion of trade unions 
from worker o r g a n i z a t i o n s to b u s i n e s s 
agencies that functioned as wage-fixing 
i n s t i t u t i o n s under f i r m government 
r e g u l a t i o n i n a t o t a l l y - c o n t r o l l e d 
l e g a l system designed to preserve the 
power of the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s . 
CONTAINMENT OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE 

The degeneration of many once-
m i l i t a n t unions has gone hand i n hand 
with the general s t r a t e g y of the bos
ses to contain, channel, and cover up 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e by l e g a l neana where 
p o s s i b l e . Laws e s t a b l i s h i n g the r i g h t 
of workers to organize and bargain c o l 
l e c t i v e l y p r e s c r i b e d the l e g a l procedures 
by which t h i s was to be accomplished. 
The major means adopted to preserve 
"labor peace" and the power of the 
c a p i t a l i s t class i s the system or 
c o l l e c t i v e bargaining, mediation and 
a r b i t r a t i o n . 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AS PRIVATE 
DIPLOMACY 

The c o l l e c t i v e bargaining system 
attempts to reduce c l a s s c o n f l i c t to 
a c o n t r a c t u a l business r e l a t i o n s h i p 
r a i s i n g the c a p i t a l i s t c o n t r a c t to 
primacy as the c o n t r o l l i n g b a s i s f o r 
worker-boss c o n f l i c t s , a system of 
p r i v a t e diplomacy where the main d i s 
c u s s i o n centers on the p r i c e of labor 
sold to management. 

Management d e c i s i o n s that d i r e c t l y 
a f f e c t workers i n the shop (things 
l i k e l a y - o f f s , speed-ups i n the l l n ^ 
work methods, e t c . ) are merely sub
j e c t to be "bargained away',' and are 
often protected by c o n t r a c t c l a u s e s 
as "management pre r o g a t i v e s or r i g h t s . " 
RANK AND FILE RISES 

The rank and f i l e has not been 
content to accept the degeneration 
of t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t o business 
agencies that are mere s h e l l s of 
t h e i r past glory. Many US unions a r e 
being led n a t i o n a l l y by a u t o c r a t i c old 
men overseeing the degeneration of 
b a s i c workers o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t o i n e f 
f e c t i v e b a r t e r i n g u n i t s a l i e n a t e d from 
t h e i r own rank and f i l e . The growing 
r e v o l t of workers i n the 1960's 
and 70's a g a i n s t Incompetent and r e a c t 
ionary l e a d e r s h i p i s being amply dem
onstrated by an i n c r e a s i n g number of 
w i l d c a t s t r i k e s and c o n t r a c t r e 
j e c t i o n s . Union meetings and s t r i k e 
votes have i n c r e a s i n g l y become rank 
and f i l e forums to denounce and heckle 
the l e a d e r s h i p . 

FUTURE OF THE WORKERS MOVEMENT 
That the rank and f i l e workers 

movement i s again on the r i s e i n the 
US i s shown by m i l i t a n t organizing 
s t r u g g l e s mainly by T h i r d World men 
and women workers I n the West, South
west, and South, l i k e the United 

IWW AND THE ART OF PROPAGANDA 
I n t h i s issue of SIEZE THE TIME, focused on propaganda, t h i s work done s i x t y 

years a^o provides useful Isssona. B u i l d i n g a c u l t u r e of atruggle includes tech-
niguee evemplif ied by the black cat ( d i r e c t action) ,- the wooden shoe (French word 
"sabots"; when t h r o w i n t o the c a p i t a l i s t s machines the r e s u l t i s "sabatoge"); the 
labor contractor or "shark" — etc. 

The bold use of other forma of propaganda i a best exemplified by the Pageant 
of the Peterson S t r i k e - a reproduction of the o r i g i n a l poster i s shown here. This 
pageant, presenting the s t o r y of an h i s t o r i c s t r i k e , was performed i n Madison Square 
Garden by the s t r i k e r s themselves as the s t r i k e was i n process. I n prison especial
l y , the r e v o l u t i o n a r y s p i r i t of the IWW could not be contained, as exemplified by 
the pencil-drawn program of a c u l t u r a l presentation put on by the "CLASS WAR PRIS
ONERS I N T H E COOK COUNTY JAIL. " 

Cont, from Pg. 3 
• u l t i c l a s s united struggle f o r democratic 
r i g h t s against the r u l i n g class i n the 
South. However they did not see the need 
for maintaining t h e i r class Independence 
I B Black workers while working w i t h i n the 
United Front. Consequently as time went on 
tbt organication l o s t much of i t s trade 
H i m s i p p c t i ind s o l e l y be»m« another 
•r»«»lwitl»» t« vagc the struggle f o r d e w 
c r a t i c r i c b t s . Eventually i t elected Fred
r i c k D M ( t a s s pre»id*nt and Bishop Loguen 
• a vle*-»r*aii«Bt. l e a i n y i t a mrVing elaea 
l«i«*rttlt. Ttm thaa u n t i l 1 8 7 S .oat of 
li» wmrk. c o a f l M r i ta s s y p u r t «{ th« 
t t y n b l i c n f i r t y . l D I I c o m m D WETT i s s u i 

\ PAtT : i ' s roccs: ra mrtuoman O F T H E 
^ S B I BLACK W O U I K CUSS ASD I T S SnOOCLS 

Farm Workers s t r u g g l e and the two 
year s t r i k e of the Farah c l o t h i n g 
workers. F u r t h e r , rartfc and f i l e 
movements are again becoming a c t i v e 
i n major i n d u s t r i a l unions l i k e the 
United S t e e l Workers. United Auto 
Workers, United Mine Workera, p o s t a l 
and h o s p i t a l unions. A c t i v e o r g a l n l -
Zing has developed among public em
ployees l i k e teachers and govern
ment workers, and i n c r e a s i n g l y m i l i 
tant s t r i k e a a re o c c u r r i n g throughout 
the country. 

The bosses have had to r e s o r t to 
o u t r i g h t r e p r e s s i o n by p o l i c e and 
goons to smash workers' s t r u g g l e s , 
f i n d i n g that l e g a l means w i l l not 
channel or cover up the e x i s t e n c e of 
C l a s s s t r u g g l e . But new means of l e g a l 
r e p r e s s i o n are i n experimental stages 
for example, wage c o n t r o l s under Nixon's 
Phases T-IV (which attempted to dump 
c o l l e c t i v e bargaining a l t o g e t h e r ) , no-
s t r i k e c l a u s e s i n c o n t r a c t s (which de
p r i v e workers of t h e i r major weapon), 
and proposals for compulsory a r b i t r a 
t i o n i n more ar e a s . 

The l e s s o n s of h i s t o r y are two
f o l d : f i r s t , that a l l the t a n g i b l e 
gains and r i g h t s won by the working 
c l a s s have been the r e s u l t of m i l i 
tant and determined s t r u g g l e s , o f t e n 
bloody and c o s t l y , and not the pas
sage of l e g i s l a t i o n , and second, that 
r e l i a n c e must be placed on the masses 
of workers themselves to c a r r y out 
such s t r u g g l e s , and not on "paper 
r i g h t s " extended by labor laws. 
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SOLVING PROBLEMS IN 
BUILDING ORGANIZATION 

A PRACTICAL EXAMPLE: THE CULTURAL WORKER'S FRONT OF OUR AMERICA 

C U L T U R A L 

R E V O L U T I O N 

The C u l t u r a l Workers' Front, l i k e 
any p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , has problem* 
a r i s i n g from two sources. One i s p o l i t i 
cal d i f f e r e n c e s , and the other i s organi
s a t i o n a l - what i s the correct s t r u c t u r e . 
Organisational problems us u a l l y r e f l e c t 
p o l i t i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s . The major organ!-
z a t i o n a l problem o f the Frente - whether 
or not there should be Third World and 
white caucuses - i a b a a i c a l l y a p o l i t i c a l 
problem. 

A Short H i s t o r y of the Frente 
TO help the reader understand the 

problems of the Frente, a b r i e f h i s t o r y 
of the organization f o l l o w s : 

The Frente de Trabajadoree <3e l a 
Cultura de Nuestra America was f i r s t or-
ganleed by p a r t l c l p a n t e of the f i r s t La
t i n American Theatre F e s t i v a l held i n 
Quito Ecuador(1972). The p a r t i c i p a n t s be
l i e v e d t h a t t h e a t r e , as a l l c u l t u r a l work, 
must r e l y on a s c l G n t i f i o s o c i a l i s t ana
l y s i s of r e a l i t y i n order to know what to 
say, how to say i t , f o r whom and at what 
moment. Faced w i t h the growing cancer of 
fascism, c u l t u r a l workers i n L a t i n Ameri
ca have f e l t an urgency f o r using a l l 
t h e i r s k i l l s towards advancing mass strug
gles i n L a t i n America - "Popular theatre 
... I s a l l that which, p o i n t i n g out the 
p r i n c i p a l enemy. Involves I t s e l f i n the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y processes and p a r t i c i p a t e s 
i n the class struggle w i t h the ideology 
Of the p r o l e t a r i e t and other r e v o l u t i o n 
ary classes a i d i n g i n the transformation 
of s o c i e t y . " 

These c u l t u r a l workers from many 
countries i n L a t i n America found a u n i t y 
based on the r e a l i t y that a l l the L a t i n 
American countries have a series of com
mon problems caused by U.S. imperialism. 
At the same time, they recognized t h a t 
t h e i r c u l t u r a l work must take i n t o ac
count the p a r t i c u l a r p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n 
of each country i n order to see what i s 
most necessary f o r the development of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y struggle. 

At the Quinto F e s t i v a l de los Teatros 
Chicanos/Primer Encuentro Latino Americano 
(5t h F e s t i v a l of Chicano Theatres/lst La
t i n American Encounter) i t was decided to 
expand the Frente to North America so 
that c u l t u r a l workers whose obje c t i v e s 
matched those o f the Frente and who strug
gle against the common enemy, Yankee im
p e r i a l i s m , could be included. 

Recognizing Difference While Keeping 
Strong Ties w i t h L a t i n America, 

Because o f the s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r 
ent conditions i n North America, the 
Frente here has many aspects which speci
f i c a l l y r e f l e c t economic, p o l i t i c a l and 
s o c i a l conditions here. I n L a t i n America, 
repression of c u l t u r a l workers i s much 
more intense at t h i s time. Much of the 
Frente's work there has been that of get
t i n g c u l t u r a l workers out of j a i l and of 
exposing and denouncing the t o r t u r e , im
prisonments and assasinations which v i c 
t i m i z e the L a t i n American people. 

I n North America we as c u l t u r a l 
workers, are confronted wi t h the problems 
of overcoming centuries of brainwashing 
and coaptation, and of t y i n g our work to 
mass movements, mass organisation. White 
c u l t u r a l workers here are e s p e c i a l l y 
f a c e J with the work of b u i l d i n g class 
consciousness and f i g h t i n g racism amongst 
the white working class. T h i r d World c u l 
t u r a l workers are seeking to advance our 
national l i b e r a t i o n struggles and s o c i a l 
ism . 

The importance of a North American 
organization having t i e s w i t h L a t i n Am
erica has been questioned by some white 
members of the Frente. hut for Latino 
c u l t u r a l workers, as for tlie vast m a j o r i 
t y of batinoe i n Mortli Am©T-lofl, t h e r ^ i s 
a deep f c c l i n j j t hat t h i s i s our America, 
the America of the oppressed, pv^or and 
Third World masses, not the America 
caTxusd up hy imper i a I i sm aid colonialism. 

The importflnc^e of Kaving stvor\^ 
g a n i £ 8 t i o n a l t i e s w i t h L a t i n America i s 
unquestionable to most Third World people 
- e s p e c i a l l y Latinos. True, we must know 
who we u n i t e w i t h and why, but to dismiss 

the task of b u i l d i n g communication and 
exchange of p r a c t i c e w i t h L a t i n American 
c u l t u r a l workers i s a serious mistake. A 
b r i e f look at the h i s t o r y of the Latino 
people throughout t h i s continent shows 
the meaning of El G r i t o , " Un pueblo, una 
culturaI"(One people, one c u l t u r e ) . One 
example i s the strength of the struggle 
to b u i l d u n i t y between campesinos here i n 
the U.S. who are f i g h t i n g b i t t e r l y to 
b u i l d a strong union and Mexicanos who 
are forced to seek subsistence here, hav
ing been denied a s u r v i v a l I n Mexico by 
U.S. imperialism. 
The Frente i n North America 

There has been two conferences o f 
the Frente i n the United States. The 
f i r s t was a founding conference held i n 
East Los Angeles October 1974. The second 
conference was held i n San Francisco i n 
February 1975. I t was e s p e c i a l l y import
ant i n detemiinlng the d i r e c t i o n of the 
Prente, I t d i s c u s s e d many questions for 
c u l t u r a l workers - what i s a c u l t u r a l 
worker, why should c u l t u r a l workers be 
a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t , what i s a c u l t u r a l 
f r o n t , and what i s the r o l e of c u l t u r e 
i n struggles f o r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . The 
l a s t question was of utmost concern to 
the Third World p a r t i c i p a n t s at the con
ference, This concern was a major cata
l y s t f o r the formation o f a Third World 
Caucus at t h i s Frente conference. 

The Formation of the Third World Caucus 
Third World c u l t u r a l workers both i n 

leadership of the Frente and at mass meet
ings decided to depart from the e s t a b l i s h 
ed workshop format and form the Third 
World caucus. I t was not merely a reac
t i o n to the racism and p o l i t i c s o f white 
c u l t u r a l workers s t a r t i n g j u s t w i t h that 
conference. Third World c u l t u r a l workers 
i n New York and the west coast had p r e v i 
ously brought up doubts about how useful 
the Frente would be to t h e i r primary area 
of work - p o l i t i c a l and/or c u l t u r a l organ
i z a t i o n s i n t h e i r own communities, f o r 
t h e i r n a t i o n a l struggles. 

They wondered about spending so much 
time i n unstructured mass meetings debat
ing I f n a t i o n a l struggles held primary or 
secondary importance i n the r e v o l u t i o n 
here and even i f they were p o s i t i v e or 
negative to class str u g g l e . They did not 
want to spend t h e i r time leading and or
ganizing unorganized whites when t h e i r 
own vigorously growing n a t i o n a l struggles 
demand leadership and orga n i z a t i o n . Third 
World c u l t u r a l workers also wanted h e l p 

on problems i n t h e i r work that white c u l 
t u r a l workers had l i t t l e understanding of 
- the r o l e of c l u l t u r a l nationalism, t r a 
d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e , c u l t u r a l imperialism, 
claaa c o n t r a d i c t i o n s w i t h i n a progressive 
na t i o n a l struf>gle, r e v i t a l i z i n g t:> 1 d c u l 

t u r a l forms witli r e v o l u t i o n a r y content, 
etc . 

The creaLion of a Tin rd World caucus 
and i t s conilnned e x i s i e n i e provoked a 
v a r i e t y o f r o a c t i o n s a m o n ^ ^ w l i i t e s . O n o 

m i n o r i t y view was that Third World people 
hove no r i g h t to •iv anything independent
l y , that Ihere i .s no such l l i i n u as the 
Third world, i l i a t national dirrerences 
and t l i e r e f o r e national struggles are cre-
aiGd hy the honrueoisie to d i v i d e the 
working class. Most of these people he-
ion}^ to Progressive Labor l'arty(PL) or 
are T r o t s k y i t e s , 

Opposite to t h i s view was anollier 
m i n o r i t y view. Tliese whites wholehearted
l y supported the Third World caucus as an 
expression of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e to make the Fren
te more e f f e c t i v e i n i n v o l v i n g l a r g e r num
bers of Third World people. These whites 
also supported the formation of a white 
caucus to deal s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h combat
t i n g white racism, studying the white 
working class i n depth, developing c u l 
t u r a l work s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r them and de
veloping white working class leadership 
among white c u l t u r a l workers instead of 
asking Third World people to organize ev
erybody's struggle but t h e i r own or mere
l y supporting Third World struggle w i t h 
out b u i l d i n g white working class str u g 
gles , 

The greatest number of whites were 
uneasy w i t h the formation of a Third World 
caucus and against the formation of a 
white caucus. Many were confused about 
what se l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i s , what n a t i o n a l 
struggles w i t h i n the US mean, and even 
what white racism i s . Some f e l t that rac
ism i n the US i s less important than u$ 
a l l being c u l t u r a l workers, and by having 
a separate caucus, TW c u l t u r a l workers 
were depriving or r e j e c t i n g white c u l t u r 
a l workers. Others f e l t that there i s no 
such t h i n g as a white working class -
there i s j u s t a m u l t i - n a t i o n a l working 
class. They say while TW people can organ
ize separately i n n a t i o n a l forms of strug
g l e , whites have no basis for any strug
gle without the presence of TW people and 
th a t the m u l t i n a t i o n a l s truggle of the 
working class i s more important at t h i s 
time . 

At the same time, some whites f e l t 
t h at the TW caucus as an organi z a t i o n a l 
form l i m i t e d t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n deci
sion-making. They f e l t the existence of 
the TW caucus should have been voted on 
by everybody and ace i t as an anti-"demo-
c r a t i c " s t r u c t u r e . They saw TW people as 
a m i n o r i t y against t h e i r m a j o r i t y , 

NationaJ_.Stru^^1 e aTT^ Cultural Work 
ThT struggle" o\^r'tb'e'''formatlo'n of 

caucuses i s a r e f l e c t i o n of d i f f e r n c e s 
over the r o l e of n a t i o n a l struggles and 
di f f e r e n c e s over class stand. There are 
other ways these differences come out but 
they are focused around t h i s o rganization
a l font). The way to resolve these d i f f e r 
ences i s through a hard-headed examina
t i o n of where the popular masses are ma
t e r i a l l y and mentally, and determining 
what kind of struggles w i l l best be grasp
ed by them. I n c u l t u r a l work p a r t i c u l a r l y , 
the people w i l l recognize what i s t h e i r s 
and what i s something imposed without re
gard . 

For TW people i n the US, n a t i o n a l 
c u l t u r e had been and i s o f t e n a form of 
popular resistance to the domination of 
US imperialism. Even when TW people were 
sto l e n from t h e i r own lands, conquered or 
forced to leave t h e i r c o u n t r i e s , even 
when t h e i r government, society, economy 
and language were destroyed or they were 
separated from them, Third World people 
managed to hold on to t h e i r c u l t u r e and 
develop i t despite attacks. They did t h i s 
because c u l t u r e ia something t h e i r own 
people developed before imperialism, i t 
owed I t s existence to the people Instead 
of imperialism, i t was independent i n i t s 
values and could express the desires of 
TW people i n a way the i m p e r i a l i s t s could 
not r e a d i l y understand. 

The white working class also has i t s 
own c u l t u r e d i s t i n c t from the " c u l t u r e " 
fo\ind i n mvisevims, opera hovises and univer
s i t i e s . Tt o f t e n has r a c i s t and sexist C-
lements. Tt often lia u m i l i t a r i s t i c over
tones r e f l e c l i n n the r o l e of while work
ers i n the American empire. On l l i c other 
hand, some of the c u i n t r y western songs 
express anger w i t h !m])t'r j a I i sm and ex
p l o i t a t i o n , white c u l t u r a l h l s t t ) r y I n c l u 
des the folk stings of uorU ing pei^ple l i k e 
Joe 111 ! 1 , tlie posters and poems of the 
Wohhlles and I'.lg B i l l Haywood, the w r i t 
ings of John Roed(lfl Days That Shook the 
World) and many others. Un l o r t t i n a t e l y to
day's wiiite workers are estranged form 
these t r a d i t i o n s by two decades of post
war posperity and Americanism. But white 
c u l t u r a l workers can no more use the l i b 
e r a l a r t s y c u l t u r e of the upper-middle 
class(which o f t e n i s l e s s o v e r t l y r a c i s t 
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