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JUCHE! 
"JUCHE MEANS HOLDING FAST TO THE PRINCIPLE OF SOLVING FOR ONESELF 
ALL THE PROBLEMS OF THE REVOLUTION AND CONSTRUCTION I N CONFORMITY 
y i T H THE ACTUAL CONDITIONS AT HOME." KIM I L SUNG(DRK) 

Black Workers and National Liberation 
T h i s second o f t h r e e p a r t s on t h e s e r i e s 
" B l a c k Workers and N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n " 
d e a l s w i t h t h e f o r m a t i o n and a t r u g g l e s o f 
t h e B l a c k w o r k i n g c l a 9 s i n t h e f i r s t h a l f 
o f t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . T h i s p e r i o d i s 
h i g h l i g h t e d by t h e dynamic o t r g a n i z i n g o£ 
Marcus Garvey i n t h e n o r t h e r n urban c e n t e r a 
and t h e CPUSA and CIO's a t t e m p t s t© b r i n g 
B l a c k w o r k e r s i n t o t h e mainGtream o f t h e 
U.S. l a b o r movement, 

BLACK WORKERS 
The K n i g h t s o£ Labor were t h e succes

s o r s o f t h e N a t i o n a l Labor Union, At t h e i r 
h e i g h t t h e y i n c l u d e d more t h a n s i x hundred 
thousand members. There was no successor t o 
t h e C o l o r e d N a t i o n a l Labor Union. Conse
q u e n t l y thousands o f B l a c k p r o l e t a r i a n s 
j o i n e d t h e K n i g h t s . The program o f t h e 
K n i g h t s o f Labor was g e n e r a l l y a n t i - c a p i t 
a l i s m and s t r e s s e d t h e u n i t y o f t h e work
i n g c l a s a . However, i t a l s o had no s p e c i f i c 
program c o n c e r n i n g B l a c k s and was permeated 
by r a c i s m t h r o u g h o u t i t s r a n k s . I t d i d n o t 
l e n d s u p p o r t t o t h e a n t i - l y n c h i n g campaigns 
o f p r o g r e s s i v e B l a c k s i n t h e p o s t - r e c o n 
s t r u c t i o n t e r r o r i z e d South. I t a l s o d i d 
l i t t l e t o combat the t e n d e n c i e s I n Chicago 
and t h e West which would l e a d t o n i g h t t i m e 
r i o t s o£ w h i t e s a g a i n s t b o t h Black and C h i 
nese w o r k e r s , even a f t e r t h e y had walked 
t h e same p i c k e t l i n e s d u r i n g t h e day. The 
head o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n , Pomeroy, would n o t 
a l l o w a l e a d i n g B l a c k o r g a n i s e r t o i n t r o 
duce him as a speaker i n t h e South, He a l s o 
made sta t e m e n t s t h a t t h e K n i g h t s would n o t 
a t t e m p t t o change s o c i a l ( r a c i s t ) r e l a t i o n 
s h i p s i n t h e South. 

However, B l a c k w o r k e r s responded i n a 
v e r y p r i n c i p l e d way t o t h e c h a u v i n i s m o f 
t h e w h i t e t r a d e u n i o n movement. I n t h e 
r a i l w a y , mine and f a c t o r y s t r i k e s o f N o r t h 
A merica, B l a c k workers proved t o be e x c e l 
l e n t o r g a n i z e r s , d i s c i p l i n e d u n i o n members 
and • i l l u o c «trikers. B u t , t h e c o l l a p s e o f 

K o f I . wDUld see t h e coming o f a new 
type o f t r a d e u n i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t would 
dominate t h e t r a d e u n i o n movement d u r i n g 
modern t i m e s . T h i s new t y p e o f t r a d e u n i o n 
would be o p e n l y a n t a g o n i s t i c t o t h e s t r u g 
g l e s o f B l a c k w o r k e r s and would b u i l d i t s 
base on t h e most r e a c t i o n a r y and r a c i s t o f 
w h i t e w o r k e r s . M i l i t a n t and r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
t r a d e u n i o n s and w o r k e r s ' o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
such as t h e S o c i a l i s t P a r t y , CIO, I n t e r n a 
t i o n a l Workers o f the World and t h e Commu
n i s t P a r t y , would come and go. But l a b o r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as t h e American Federa
t i o n o f Labor(AFL) would come t o dominate 
t h e l a b o r movement w i t h such r e a c t i o n a r y 
p o l i c i e s t h a t t h e p r e s e n t day l a b o r move
ment i s the p a r t n e r o f c a p i t a l i s m i n b u i l d 
i n g f a s c i s m , 

THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
The AFL began i n 1881 i n P i t t s b u r g h , 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , The AFL was r a d i c a l l y d i f f e r 
e n t from t h e e a r l y t r a d e u n i o n s i n t h a t i t 
was a c r a f t u n i o n r a t h e r t h a n a mixed, 
broad u n i o n such as the NLU o r K o f L. The 
d i f f e r e n c e was tha t t h e e a r l i e r u n i o n a t 
tempted t o o r g a n i z e t h e e n t i r e w o r k i n g 
c l a s s r e g a r d l e s s o f o c c u p a t i o n . The AFL o r 
g a n i z e d s i n g l e c r a f t s ( s u c h as mineworkers, 
r a i l w a y m e n , plvimbers, e t c . ) . T h i s meant t h a t 
from t h e b e g i n n i n g , t h e AFL had much l e s s 
o f an i n t e r e s t i n o r g a n i z i n g broad numbers 
o f w o r k e r s , b u t i n s t e a d concenj:rated on 
n a r r o w l y d e f i n e d c r a f t s . T h i s was i m p o r t a n t 
t o B l a c k w o r k e r s . The c r a f t s t h a t t h e AFL 
o r g a n i z e d were u s u a l l y h i g h l y s k i l l e d 
t r a d e s such as railwaymen t h a t had open po
l i c i e s o f e x c l u s i o n o f B l a c k w o r k e r s . Most 
o f t h e u n i o n s a f f i l i a t e d w i t h t h e AFL, had 
s t r i c t c l a u s e s i n t h e i r c o n s t i t u t i o n s - f o r 
b i d d i n g membership o f p e o p l e o f c o l o r . The 
U n i t e d Mine Workers' were t h e o n l y major 
AFL a f f i l i a t e t h a t had s i g n i f i c a n t numbers 
o f B l a c k members. The AFL's l e a d e r s h i p un
der Samuel Gompers o p e n l y encouraged Jim 
Crow p o l i c i e s o f i t s u n i o n and s t a t e d t h a t 
t h e y c o n s i d e r e d B l a c k s t o be second c l a s s 
u n i o n members and i n f e r i o r human b e i n g s . As 
t i m e went on t h e r e a c t i o n a r y a s p e c t s o f t h e 
AFL widened t o more t h a n t h e i r r a c i a l p o l i 
c i e s . They became c o r r u p t e d by b o t h t h e ca
p i t a l i s t s and o r g a n i z e d c r i m e and e v e n t u a l 
l y s o l d o u t t h e r a n k and f i l e o f t h e i r own 
u n i o n s . 

THE RADICAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS 
D e s p i t e t h e advent o f many r a d i c a l l a 

b o r u l o n s and p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s and o r g a n i 
s a t i o n s , t h e AFL would remain t h e dominant 
t r a d e u n i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n t o t h e m i d d l e 30's. 
U n t i l t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e Communist P a r t y 
i n t h e i n i d - 2 0 ' e , t h e S o c i a l i s t Labor P a r t y 
and i t s o f f s h o o t , t h e S o c i a l i s t P a r t y were 
t h e dominate w o r k i n g c l a s s r a d i c a l o r g a n i 
z a t i o n s . Except f o r t h e l e f t w i n g o f t h e 
S o c i a l i a t T a r t y which i n c l u d e d such p r o l e 
t a r i a n l e a d e r s as W i l l i a m Haywood(who f o u ^ t 
a l o s i n g b a t t l e infitd© t h e p a r t y a g a i n s t 
r a c i s m ) , b o t h o r g a n i z a t i o n s c o n t i n u e d t h e 
r a c i s t p o l i c i e s t h a t t y p i f i e d t h e r a d i c a l 
segments o f t h e NLU and K o f L. They used 
t h e i r l i n e t h a t t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e was t h e 
o n l y i m p o r t a n t s t r u g g l e t o j u s t i f y n o t sup
p o r t i n g t h e a n t i - t e r r o r and a n t i - r a c i s t 
campaigns o f B l a c k l a b o r i n b o t h t h e N o r t h 
and South. A t t h e same t i m e t h e i r l e a d e r 
s h i p t o o k d e l i g h t i n t r y i n g t o outdo each 
o t h e r i n denouncing " n i g g e r movements". I n 
f a c t , some o f t h e i r l e a d e r s h i p t o o k t h e 
v i e w t h a t B l a c k s were worse t h a n t h e KKK 
because t h e i r campaign a g a i n s t r a c i s t t e r 
r o r I n t h e U.S. " d e t r a c t e d from t h e c l a s s 
St r u g g l e , ' ' 

The p r i m a r y mass o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e 
p r o g r e s s i v e w i n g o f t h e l a b o r movement 
was t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Workers o f the World 
(IWW o r t h e " W o b b l i e s " ) , T h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n 
resembled i n form t h e e a r l i e r l a b o r o r g a n i 
z a t i o n s . I t s p r i n c i p l e program was t o o r 
g a n i s e t h e e n t i r e w o r k i n g c l a s s i n t o "one 
b i g u n i o n " t o o v e r t h r o w t h e c a p i t a l i s t 
c l a s s and p l a c e power i n t h e hands o f t h e 
w o r k e r s . Led by such dynamic o r g a n i z e r s as 
W i l l i a m Haywood(also a member o f t h e S o c i 
a l i s t P a r t y ) , i t l e d m i l i t a n t s t r i k e s i n 
v o l v i n g hundreds o f thousands o f w o r k e r s i n 
t h e mines and f a c t o r i e s o f N o r t h America. 
E x t r e m e l y m i l i t a n t i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e s , t h e 
Wobblies o f t e n faced t h e m i l i t a r y a p p a r t u s 
o f t h e s t a t e , from p o l i c e f o r c e s t o t h e a r 
my. U s u a l l y t h e y responded i n k i n d , and 
t h e y d i d n o t always l o s e t h e ensuing b a t t l e . 
T h e i r emphasis o f women l e a d e r s h i p tremen
d o u s l y h e l p e d t h e i r o r g a n i z i n g . Women l e d 
some o f t h e most m i l i t a n t s t r i k e s b o t h i n 
s u p p o r t o f men workers and t h e i r own organ
i z i n g d r i v e s . S e v e r a l thousand B l a c k work
ers p a r t i c i p a t e d i n s t r u g g l e s l e d by t h e 
IWW. B l a c k longshoremen i n P h i l i d e l p h i a 
s t r o n g l y backed t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n and were 
l e d by B l a c k IWW o r g a n i z e r Benjamin F l e t 
cher . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the IWW had a l l t h e p r e 
v i o u s weaknesses o f p r o g r e s s i v e l a b o r o r 
g a n i z a t i o n s and some new ones t o o . Chauvin
ism o f w h i t e s was s t i l l a p r o b l e m , a l t h o u g h 
n o t as s e v e r e . Much more s e r i o u s were t h e 
t h e e r r o r s o f c o n s i d e r i n g B l a c k s t r u g g l e s 
t o be secondary or even d e t r i m e n t a l t o 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e , a n t i - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and an
a r c h i s t i c t e n d e n c i e s and a s t r o n g a v e r s i o n 
t o Marxism. W i l l i a m Haywood e v e n t u a l l y 
s p l i t from t h e IWW on i t s s t a n d on Marxism, 
s o c i a l i s m and t h e need f o r a communist p a r 
t y . E v e n t u a l l y t h e power o f t h e s t a t e , com
b i n e d w i t h t h e i n t e r n a l weakness o f i t s o r 
g a n i z a t i o n , wore down t h e IWW, By t h e de
p r e s s i o n i t was no l o n g e r as e f f e c t i v e as 
t h e newly o r g a n i z e d Communist P a r t y , 

THE URBAN MIGRATION AND THE GARVEY MOVEMENT 
World War I had a tremendous e f f e c t on 

changing t h e n a t u r e o f B l a c k l a b o r w i t h i n 
t h e U.S.A. The i n c r e a s i n g demand f o r i n d u s 
t r i a l l a b o r and e n t e r i n g a w a r t i m e economy 
a t t h e same t i m e t h a t European i m m i g r a t i o n 
was shut o f f due t o the war combined t o 
p r o v i d e a tremendous demand f o r i n d u s t r i a l 
B l a c k w o r k e r s . Barron, i n h i s book. Demand 
f o r B l a c k Labor s t a t e s , "The B l a c k l a b o r 
r e s e r v e i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e t h a t had e x i s t 
ed e s s e n t i a l l y as a p o t e n t i a l source o f 
t h e i n d u s t r i a l ' p r o l e t a r i a t now became a 
v e r y a c t i v e s o u r c e . Whereas i n t h e p a s t 
t h i s i n d u s t r i a l r e s e r v e had n o t been t a p 
ped i n any i m p o r t a n t way except by r u r a l -
based o p e r a t i o n s such as l u m b e r i n g , w i t h 
t h e advent o f t h e War t h e i n d u s t r i a l sys
tem as a whole began d r a w i n g on i t . T h i s 
new demand f o r b l a c k w o r k e r s was t o s e t 
i n m o t i o n t h r e e key developments: f i r s t 
t h e d i s p e r s i o n o f b l a c k p e o p l e o u t o f t h e 
South i n t o Norhern u r b a n c e n t e r s ; second, 
t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a d i s t i n c t b l a c k p r o l e t a r 

i a t i n t h e urban c e n t e r s a t t h e v e r y h e a r t 
o f t h e c o r p o r a t e - c a p i t a l i s t process o f 
p r o d u c t i o n ; t h i r d , t h e break-up o f t e n a c y 
a g r i c u l t u r e i n t h e South, World War I I 
was t o r e p e a t t h e process i n a m a g n i f i e d 
form and t o p l a c e t h e stamp o f i r r e v e r s i 
b i l i t y upon i t , " 

" M i g r a t i o n o u t o f t h e c o u n t r y s i d e 
S t a r t e d i n 1915 and swept up t o a human 
t i d e by 1917. The m a j o r movement was t o 
N o r t h e r n c i t i e s , ao t h a t between 1910 and 
1920 t h e b l a c k p o p u l a t i o n i n c r e a s e d i n 
Chicago from a4,000 t o 109,000; i n New ¥o¥k 
from 92,000 t o 152,000; i n D e t r o i t from 
6,000 t o 41,000; and i n P h i l a d e l p h i a from 
84,000 t o 134,000. That decade t h e r e was 
a n e t i n c r e a s e o f 322,000 i n t h e number 
o f S outhern-born b l a c k s l i v i n g i n t h e N o r t h 
N o r t h , exceeding t h e aggregate I n c r e a s e o f 
t h e p r e c e e d i n g 40 y e a r e . A secondary move
ment t o o k p l a c e i n t o Southern c i t i e s , espe
c i a l l y those w i t h s h i p b u i l d i n g and heavy 
i n d u s t r y . " World War I I c o n t i n u e d t h i s p r o 
cess o f u r b a n i z a t i o n and p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n 

There were two major consequences o f 
t h e m i g r a t i o n o f B l a c k w o r k e r s . One was 
t h a t d e s p i t e t h e i n c r e a s e s i n i n d u s t r i a l 
j o b s , B l a c k s were s t i l l a s s i g n e d t h e l o w e s t 
p a i d , d i r t i e s t and h a r d e s t j o b s a v a i l a b l e . 
There was n o t a merger o f t h e B l a c k and 
w h i t e w o r k i n g c l a s s . Besides h o l d i n g t h e 
w o r s t j o b s i n i n d u s t r i e s such as autos and 
s t e e l , Blacks a r e o f t e n c o n c e n t r a t e d i n 
i n d u s t r i e s such as t e x t i l e s , c o a l and t o 
bacco f a c t o r i e s which have s t a g n a n t f u t u r e s 
and d i f f i c u l t y r e c r u i t i n g w h i t e w o r k e r s . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e presence o f l a r g e numbers 
o f B l a c k s i n t h e urban c e n t e r s i n t e n s e l y 
a n t a g o n i z e d w h i t e workers t h e r e . Immediate
l y a f t e r World War I , t h e r e were over 20 
race r i o t s . The two b i g g e s t i n t h e N o r t h 
were i n East S a i n t L o u i s i n 1917 and Chica
go i n 1919, C o m p e t i t i o n f o r j o b s , bourge
o i s - f o s t e r e d r a c i s m on t h e p a r t o f w h i t e 
w o r k e r s and o t h e r s t r a t e g i e s o f t h e bour
g e o i s i e t o spur r a c e war were t h e main 
causes o f t h e s e r i o t s . U s u a l l y these r i o t s 
t o o k t h e form o f armed w h i t e mobs i n v a d i n g 
B l a c k communities, l y n c h i n g people and 
b u r n i n g homes. I n a l l cases, t h e e n t i r e 
B l a c k community armed and defended i t s e l f 
from t h e i n v a s i o n s . When more o f t h e w h i t e 
mobs s t a r t e d b e i n g k i l l e d t h a n B l a c k de
f e n d e r s , t h e b o u r g e o i s i e p u t an end t o t h e 
mob a c t i v i t i e s . The u r b a n i z a t i o n o f B l a c k 

Isaac Shorter and Larry Carter (top) 
kept auto plant shut down for IZ hours 

w o r k e r s and t h e e n s u i n g r a c i a l wars t h a t 
f o l l o w e d had two e f f e c t s : one was t h a t 
B l a c k s ' p o s i t i o n i n t h e p r o l e t a r i a t was en 
sured and from t h a t t i m e on would c o n s t i 
t u t e a c r i t i c a l p a r t o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s . 
Secondly i t was d e t e r m i n e d t h a t B l a c k s , 
would a l w a y s ( w i t h o t h e r peoples o f c o l o r ) 
occupy t h e l o w e s t p o s i t i o n i n t h e w o r k i n g 
c l a s s under c a p i t a l i s m . B l a c k s would be t h 
f i r s t f i r e d , l a s t h i r e d , l o w e s t p a i d and 
most unemployed. T h i s d u a l a s p e c t o f b e i n g 
s u p e r - e x p l o i t e d and under-employed s t i l l 
d e s c r i b e s t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e g r e a t mas
ses o f B l a c k s w i t h i n t h e U.S. 

B l a c k people b r o u g h t a w e l l developed 
h i s t o r y and u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f s t r u g g l e w i t h 
them from t h e s o u t h . W i t h i n a few y e a r s a f 
t e r t h e h e i g h t o f t h e f i r s t wave o f m i g r a 
t i o n , B l a c k w o r k e r s developed t h e l a r g e s t 
mass movement i n t h e h i s t o r y o f U.S. c i t 
i e s . The U n i v e r s a l Negro Improvement Asso
c i a t i o n , under t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f Marcus 
Garvey, was a b l e t o o r g a n i z e m i l l i o n s o f 
B l a c k w o r k e r s f o r s t r u g g l e and p r o t e s t . 
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ASS LINE AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM 
NOTE TO OUR PEADERS: We use t h e term " s c i 
e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m " t h e same way as many 
comradea use the terra "MarKism-Leninism-
Mao t s e Tung Thought" because we w i s h t o 
emphasize t h e c o n t r i b u t l o n a t o r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y s c i e n c e by such comrades as Ho, Che, 
C a b r a l , George Jaokeon and many o t h e r s . 
T h i s i s t h e accepted p r a c t i c e by many A f r i 
can L l h e r a t l o n movements. However, f o r t h e 
purpose o f c l a r i t y we w ish t o s t a t e t h a t we 
t a k e Q t a l i n over T r o t f l k y and Mao over Khru. 
schev aai d e t e n t e , 

MASS LINE AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM 
Malcolm X was t h e f a t h e r o f modern 

B l a c k r e v o l u t i o n a r y n a t i o n a l i s m . He d e v e l 
oped p o s i t i o n s on many s u b j e c t s , such as 
c a p i t a l i s m , I m p e r i a l i s m , r a c i s m , armed 
s t r u g g l e and r e v o l u t i o n . H i s a n a l y s i s l a i d 
t h e b a s i s f o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e o f 
t h e p a st t e n y e a r s . The p r e - ' 7 1 B l a c k Pan
t h e r P a r t y , SNCC, DRUM, A f r i c a n L i b e r a t i o n 
Support Committee, t h e Congress o f A f r i c a n 
Peoples and many o t h e r B l a c k o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
a r e t h e i d e o l o g i c a l h e i r s o f Malcolm x. Ov-
v e r t h e p a st s e v e r a l years we have d e e p l y 
r e f i n e d and extended t h e i d e o l o g y o f r e v o 
l u t i o n a r y n a t i o n a l i s m . 

B l a c k r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s have become f a m i -
l a r w i t h t h e works o f DUBOIS, George j a c k -
son, Fanon, Nkrumah, Toure and t h e g r e a t 
A m l l e a r C a b r a l . Through the s e w r i t e r s we 
have become f a m i l a r w i t h Uncle Ho, Chairman 
Mao, Che, L e n i n and Marx, Ue are l e a r n i n g 
t h e t h e o r y o f S c i e n t i f i c S o c i a l i s m from 
t h e s e g r e a t r e v o l u t i o n a r y t e a c h e r s , and 
we a r e a t t e m p t i n g t o a p p l y t h e concepts o f 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n and d i a l e c t i c a l / h i s t o r i c a l 
m a t e r i a l i s m t o our p r a c t i c e , R e v o l u t i o n a 
r i e s have s u c c e s s f u l l y a p p l i e d t h e t h e o r y 
o f s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m t o l i b e r a t i o n 
s t r u g g l e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . D u r i n g t h e 
p a s t two y e a r s , t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e B l a c k 
L i b e r a t i o n Movement has adopted S c i e n t i f i c 
S o c i a l i s m as i t s i d e o l o g y . 

Many B l a c k and T h i r d World o r g a n i z a 
t i o n s , c o l l e c t i v e s and i n d i v i d u a l s have r e 
c e n t l y made t h e l e a p from c u l t u r a l n a t i o n -
a l i s m ( t h e b e l i e f t h a t one's t r a d i t i o n a l 
c u l t u r e w i l l be t h e fundamental f a c t o r i n 
l i b e r a t i o n ) , t o r e v o l u t i o n a r y n a t i o n a l i s m 
( t h e r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t a complete o v e r t u r n 
i n g o f t h e s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l and economic 
s t r u c t u r e s i s necessary f o r l i b e r a t i o n o f 
an oppressed n a t i o n ) and s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l -
i s m ( t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e t h e o r i e s o f con
t r a d i c t i o n and d i a l e c t i c a l / h i s t o r i c a l ma
t e r i a l i s m t o one's s t r u g g l e combined w i t h 
t h e r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t s o c i a l i s m must be t h e 
g o a l ) . The i d e o l o g i c a l m a t u r i n g o f B l a c k 
and o t h e r T h i r d World r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s w i t h 
i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s a v e r y good s i g n . 
As A m l l e a r C a b r a l stated,"we would r e c a l l 
t h a t e v e r y p r a c t i c e produces a t h e o r y , and 
t h a t i f i t i s t r u e t h a t r e v o l u t i o n can f a i l 
even though i t be based on p e r f e c t l y con
c e i v e d t h e o r i e s , nobody has y e t made a suc
c e s s f u l r e v o l u t i o n w i t h o u t a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
t h e o r y . " 

However, whenever we move t o a new l e v 
e l , new problems o c c u r . We have observed 
t h a t many o f o u r b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s who 
have r e c e n t l y embraced s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m 
a r e a p p l y i n g i t i n an u n c r e a t i v e way and 
a r e l o s i n g t h e i r t i e s w i t h t h e masses. 
These two problems(dogmatism o r u n c r e a t i v -
i t y and poor mass l i n e o r l o s i n g t o u c h w i t h 
t h e masses) express themselves i n two ways. 
One way i s t h a t t h e s i s t e r s and b r o t h e r s 
have a poor s t y l e o f work. Secondly, s i s 
t e r s and b r o t h e r s b e g i n t o l o s e t h e i r grasp 
o f t h e e s s e n t i a l i s s u e s c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r 
p e o p l e . 

A poor s t y l e o f work u s u a l l y comes from 
and leads t o i s o l a t i o n from t h e p e o p l e . One 
example o f a poor s t y l e o f work i s t h a t , 
when r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ' d i s c o v e r ' s c i e n t i f i c 
s o c i a l i s m , t h e y become wrapped up i n t h e 
language o f Marx, Mao, L e n i n , e t c . The l a n 
guage o f s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m i s s c i e n t i f i c 
and can be v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o u n d e r s t a n d . 
O f t e n when we use t h i s language t o t a l k t o 
t h e masses o f p e o p l e , we end up c o n f u s i n g 
them and n o t g e t t i n g our message a c r o s s . 
L i k e many i n t e l l e c t u a l s , we m y s t i f y them by 
u s i n g c o m p l i c a t e d language t o e x p l a i n t h e 
b a s i c a l l y s i m p l e i d e a s o f r e v o l u t i o n . The 
g enius o f Malcolm X was t h a t he c o u l d t a k e 
concepts r e l a t i n g t o B l a c k people's oppres
s i o n and r e v o l u t i o n and t r a n s l a t e them i n t o 
t h e language o f t h e B l a c k masses. He d e a l t 
w i t h s u b j e c t s such as t h e s t r u g g l e between 
Russia and China, t h e p e n e t r a t i o n o f U.S. 
c a p i t a l i s m i n t o t h e USSR and t h e r e l a t i o n 

s h i p o f t h e n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s 
o f t h e T h i r d World t o t h e l i v e s o f B l a c k 
p e o p l e i n language we c o u l d u n d e r s t a n d . 
Now, many r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s t a l k a b o u t , "con
t r a d i c t i o n and d e t e n t e between t h e two su
p e r powers" and " t h e S i n o - S o v i e t d i s p u t e . " 
We must always remember who a r e our a u d i 
ence i s and p r e p a r e our message i n a s u i t 
a b l e f o r m . As Mao says, we must "shoot t h e 
a r r o w a t t h e t a r g e t . " 

A nother example o f bad s t y l e a f work 
and m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f mass l i n e I s t h a t 
n ewly fiociflliet cadre p u t such an emphasis 
on s t u d y and i n t e r n a l development t h a t t h e y 
become i s o l a t e d from t h e community and I t s 
s t r u g g l e s . An example o f extreme i s o l a t i o n 
i s p r o v i d e d by one B l a c k o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h 
s e v e r a l years ago had an e x c e l l e n t base a-
mong B l a c k workers and t h e conmunity. They 
have grown p r o g r e s s i v e l y more i s o l a t e d from 
t h e p e o p l e . They have f o r g o t t e n t h e n a t i o n 
a l i s t s p i r i t o f t h e p e o p l e ( t h e y a r e now 
h a l f w h i t e ) and a r e d o i n g v e r y l i t t l e work 
i n B l a c k community s t r u g g l e s . They sent 
w h i t e cadre t o address a forum i n Watts 
t h e y h e l d on B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n , Needless t o 
say, t h e cadre c o u l d n o t h a n d le t h e ques
t i o n s p u t t o him by t h e a u d i e n c e . Many i n 
t h e audience f e l t i n s u l t e d and became t u r n 
ed o f f t o " B l a c k s o c i a l i s t " o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
T h i s group's newspaper i s b a s i c a l l y unread
a b l e I n b o t h s t y l e and c o n t e n t . Now t h e y 
a r e s p l i t t i n g up i n t o many s m a l l p i e c e s , A 
m i l d e r example o f t h e same problem i s p r o 
v i d e d by groups w h i c h schedule meetings 
w i t h t h e masses on weekend n i g h t s . The 
g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f B l a c k w o r k e r s a r e n o t I n 
t e r e s t e d i n forums, s t u d y groups, e t c . on 
S aturday n i g h t . R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s must go ev
er deeper i n t o t h e masses o f people and be
come one w i t h them. T h i s I s even t r u e on 
t h e weekend. A b e t t e r a l t e r n a t i v e , w hich 
has worked s u c c e s s f u l l y i n many T h i r d World 
communities i s t o p r o v i d e a c u l t u r a l a l t e r 
n a t i v e on t h e weekends which i n c l u d e s b o t h 
p o l i t i c a l c o n t e n t and p a r t y i n g . 
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Not u n d e r s t a n d i n g which i s s u e s a r e 
most i m p o r t a n t t o t h e p e o p le i s an e q u a l l y 
c r i t i c a l p roblem. Some b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s 
have t o l d us t h a t a n y t i m e you t a l k t o t h e 
p e o p l e you must r a i s e t h e i s s u e o f " s o c i a l 
I m p e r i a l i s m and r e v i s i o n s " and t h a t p o l i c e 
b r u t a l i t y s t r u g g l e s a r e n o t i m p o r t a n t t o 
work i n because t h e y a r e n o t w o r k i n g c l a s s . 
T h i s i s an e x t r e m e l y dogmatic and u n f l e x i -
b l e a t t i t u d e t o ward w o r k i n g w i t h t h e p e o p l e . 
Doing work among t h e masses i n v o l v e s t a k i n g 
t h e i r i d e a s , o r g a n i z i n g and c o n c e n t r a t i n g 
them and t h e n t a k i n g them back t o t h e peo
p l e f o r e v a l u a t i o n and a c t i o n . On one hand, 
any r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n a T h i r d World communi
t y w i t h good t i e s w i t h t h e p e o p le knows 
t h a t t h e i s s u e o f p o l i c e b r u t a l i t y i s one 
o f t h e two o r t h r e e most i m p o r t a n t concerns 
o f oppressed p e o p l e s . On t h e o t h e r hand, we 
have o f t e n been t o l d by p r o g r e s s i v e w o r k e r s 
and community members t h a t t h e y do n o t see 
t h e d i r e c t r e l a t i o n o f t h e S i n o - S o v i e t d i s 
p u t e t o many o f our s t r u g g l e s . The masses 
a r e concerned w i t h c o n c r e t e i s s u e s such as 
h e a l t h , h o u s i n g , j o b s , r a c i s m and p o l i c e 
b r u t a l i t y . I t i s e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y narrow-
minded t o say t h a t we must always t a l k a-
bout s o c i a l i m p e r i a l i s m w h i l e n o t r e c o g n i 
z i n g t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f a n t i - b r u t a l i t y com
m u n i t y s t r u g g l e s . We must shoot our arrows 
a t t h e t a r g e t I 

A n o t h e r example o f n o t g r a s p i n g what i s 
e s s e n t i a l i s t h a t many r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s when 
a t t e m p t i n g t o b r i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y s c i e n c e 
t o mass s t r u g g l e s o f t e n r e l y on l o n g pas
sages from Marx, S t a l i n and o t h e r s . These 
passages, which a r e o f t e n out o f c o n t e x t , 
u s u a l l y confuse more t h a n t h e y c l a r i f y . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , we must r e a l i z e t h a t t h e mas
ses, due t o b r a i n w a s h i n g o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e 
and o p p o r t u n i s t s , a r e o f t e n o p e n l y h o s t i l e 
t o t h e t e a c h i n g s o f 'communists'. We t h i n k 
t h a t , uhQn w o r k i n g i n s t r u g g l e s i n v o l v i n g 
m i d d l e and backward as w e l l as advanced e-
l e m e n t s , i t i s b e t t e r t o use t h e p e o p l e s ' 
heros t o make t h e same p o i n t s . The t e a c h 
i n g s o f Malcolm X, George Jackson, Frede
r i c k Douglass, A m l l e a r C a b r a l and many o t h 
ers a r e r i c h i n r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o n t e n t and 
a p p l i c a b i l i t y t o our l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e . 
I n f a c t , p r a c t i c e has shown t h a t p r o g r e s 
s i v e b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s a r e i n t r o d u c e d 
t o s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m from t h e s t a n d p o i n t 
o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y n a t i o n a l i s m . When i n t r o 
duced c o r r e c t l y , p r o g r e s s i v e b r o t h e r s and 
s i s t e r s embrace w h o l e h e a r t e d l y t h e work o f 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s from t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . 
I f f o r c e d on them, t h e y w i l l be h o s t i l e t o 
s t u d y i n g s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m f o r some t i m e 
t o come. 

I B I i 
F i n a l l y we must t r y t o f i g u r e out why 

t h e s e problems a r e so common. F i r s t we must 
r e a l i z e t h a t many r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s who have 
r e c e n t l y begun s t u d y i n g s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l 
ism come from a s t u d e n t background. These 
b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s b r i n g w i t h them many 
o f t h e bad h a b i t s t h a t a r e t y p i c a l o f i n 
t e l l e c t u a l s and t h o s e from m i d d l e c l a s s 
( p e t t y b o u r g e o i s ) backgrounds. These bad 
t r a i t s I n c l u d e n o t u s i n g t h e language o f 
t h e p e o p l e , a l i e n a t i o n from t h e p e o p le and 
t e n d e n c i e s toward e l i t i s m . B r o t h e r C a b r a l 
d e s c r i b e s t h e problems o f i n t e l l e c t u a l s , 
s t u d e n t s and t h e p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e i n h i s 
book. R e t u r n t o t h e Source, We have o f t e n 
found t h a t i t i s u s e f u l f o r t h e s i s t e r s and 
b r o t h e r s t o work among t h e masses f o r a 
l o n g p e r i o d o f t i m e so t h a t t h e y can r e -
l e a r n t h e ways and a t t i t u d e s o f t h e p e o p l e . 
Where p o s s i b l e i n t h e s e d e p r e s s i o n t i m e s i t 
i s u s e f u l f o r t h e s e comrades t o a t t e m p t t o 
f i n d and h o l d j o b s t h a t do not r e l y on 
t h e i r p e t t y b o u r g e o i s s k i l l s . These have 
been e f f e c t i v e ways o f f i g h t i n g t h e i s o l a 
t i o n o f t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l s and p e t t y bour
g e o i s c l a s s e s . 

A n o t h e r common e r r o r which l e a d s t o 
problems we have been d i s c u s s i n g i s v i e w i n g 
s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m as a m i r a c l e - w o r k i n g 
d e v i c e t h a t can a u t o m a t i c a l l y s o l v e a l l our 
p roblems. We a r e a l l f a m i l a r w i t h ' r e v o l u 
t i o n a r i e s ' who can quote o t h e r r e v o l u t i o n 
a r i e s as e l o q u e n t l y as any B l a c k p r e a c h e r 
q u o t i n g t h e b i b l e on Sunday m o r n i n g . Yet 
t h e s e comrades do n o t seem a b l e t o B olve 
problems o r do work. T h i s i s c a l l e d "book 
w o r s h i p " . No book, be i t t h e b i b l e o r Marx 
can p r o v i d e easy answers. S c i e n t i f i c s o c i 
a l i s m i s a g u i d e t o a c t i o n , a method o f 
v i e w i n g t h e work and s o l v i n g problems. I t 
i s t h e summation o f over a hundred y e a r s o f 
w o r l d r e v o l u t i o n d i s t i l l e d i n t o u n i v e r s a l 
p r i n c i p l e s . Every r e v o l u t i o n a r y l e a d e r has 
emphasized t h a t t h e s e p r i n c i p l e s must be 
c r e a t i v e l y a p p l i e d t o t h e c o n c r e t e c o n d i 
t i o n s o f any g i v e n l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e . The 
c o n c r e t e a n a l y s i s o f c o n c r e t e c o n d i t i o n s 
has always been a t t h e h e a r t o f t h e s c i e n 
t i f i c s o c i a l i s t method o f work, 

Mao sums up t h e r o l e o f c a d r e , c o r r e c t 
s t y l e o f work and mass l i n e , " T w e n t y - f o u r 
y e a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e t e l l us t h a t t h e r i g h t 
t a s k , p o l i c y and s t y l e o f work i n v a r i a b l y 
conform w i t h t h e demands o f t h e masses a t 
a g i v e n t i m e and p l a c e and i n v a r i a b l y s t r e n -
g h t e n our t i e s w i t h t h e masses, and t h e 
wrong t a s k , p o l i c y and s t y l e o f work i n v a r 
i a b l y d i s a g r e e w i t h t h e demands o f t h e mas
ses a t a g i v e n t i m e and p l a c e and i n v a r i a 
b l y a l i e n a t e us from t h e masses. The reason 
why such e v i l s as dogmatism, e m p i r i c i s m , 
commandism, t a i l i s m , s e c t a r i a n i s m , bureau
c r a c y and an a r r o g a n t a t t i t u d e i n work a r e 
d e f i n i t e l y h a r m f u l and i n t o l e r a b l e , and why 
anyone s u f f e r i n g from t h e s e m a l a d i e s must 
overcome them, i s t h a t t h e y a l i e n a t e us 
from t h e masses." 

A LUTA CONTINUA 
Seize t h e Time 
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Garvey, a n a t i v e o f Jamaica, reached t h e 
U.S. i n 1916 a f t e r UNIA had f a i l e d t o t a k e 
r o o t i n t h e Caribbean. The f o u n d i n g conven
t i o n w i t h i n t h e U.S. was h e l d i n New York 
C i t y . That c o n v e n t i o n developed a program 
t h a t had a p a n - A f r i c a n i s t p e r s p e c t i v e . I t 
I n c l u d e d slogans such as " A f r i c a f o r A f r i 
can**' and supported t h e s t r u g g l e o f B l a c k s 
i n t h e Caribbean, i t i n c l u d e d a broad p r o 
gram f o r s t r u g g l e o f B l a c k people w i t h i n 
t h e U,S( w i t h demands r e v o l v i n g around 
w h i t e t e r r o r i s m , unequal e d u c a t i o n and 
wages, j o b d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and Jim Crow po
l i c i e s . I t urged B l a c k s t o defend t h e m s e l 
ves by any means ne c e s s a r y , t o d i s o b e y any 
u n j u s t laws, urged B l a c k s n o t t o pay t a x e s 
and defended t h e r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a 
t i o n f o r any community o£ B l a c k s , Garvey's 
c e n t r a l t h e s i s would be t h e r e l o c a t i o n o f 
a l l B l a c k s w i t h i n t h e U.S. back t o A f r i c a , 

Garvey was a b l e t o g e n e r a t e tremendous 
s u p p o r t among B l a c k w o r k e r s and p e t t y bour
g e o i s i e i n t h e urban c e n t e r s , H i s program 
was a b l e t o combine r e s i s t a n c e t o t h e day-
t o - d a y o p p r e s s i o n o f B l a c k s , w i t h an a b i l i 
t y t o focus t h e n a t i o n consciousness o f t h e 
B l a c k n a t i o n i n t o a tremendous s e l f p r i d e . 
W h i l e most o f t h e l e a d e r s h i p was p e t t y bour-
g e o i s ( d o c t o r s , s m a l l businessmen), t h e o v e r 
whelming m a j o r i t y o f h i s s u p p o r t e r s were 
w o r k i n g c l a s s . However, by 1925 Garvey was 
i n j a i l and UNIA l a r g e l y d e s t r o y e d . B l a c k 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i s have t o be d i a l e c t i c a l and 
u n d e r s t a n d b o t h the p o s i t i v e a spects o f h i s 
w o r k — h e l e d t h e most massive urban B l a c k 
movement I n h i s t o r y ; and t h e n e g a t i v e as
p e c t s t h a t l e d t o h i s movement's r a p i d c o l 
l a p s e . 

The key t o Garvey's d e c l i n e i n mass 
s u p p o r t l a y i n h i s I n a b i l i t y t o Implement 
t h e UNIA program f o r B l a c k s t r u g g l e w i t h i n 
t h e U.S. I n o r d e r t o implement h i s dream t o 
move t h e masses o f B l a c k s back t o A f r i c a , 
Garvey s t a r t e d t o drop demand a f t e r demand 
i n o r d e r t o appease t h e w h i t e r u l i n g c l a s s . 
Among t h e f i r s t demands t o go were t h e de
mands o f e q u a l i t y f o r B l a c k w o r k e r s . F i r s t 
he s t a r t e d u r g i n g B l a c k s t o accept lower 
pay t h a n w h i t e workers d o i n g t h e same work. 
Then, I n s t e a d o f c o r r e c t l y p o i n t i n g o u t t h e 
r a c i s t c h a r a c t e r o f U.S. u n i o n s and t r a d e 
u n i o n movment. he s a i d t h a t t h e w h i t e c a p i 
t a l i s t vas the f r i e n d o f t h e B l a c k worker. 
F i o a l l y he s t a r t e d a c c e p t i n g s u p p o r t from 
t h e K l u Rlux Klan and i n v i t e d C o l o n e l Sim
mons, I m p e r i a l Grand Wizard o f t h e KKK, t o 
speak a t t h e UNIA c o n v e n t i o n . The abandon
ment o f p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e o f B l a c k s w i t h i n 
t h e U.S., when combined w i t h f i n a n c i a l d i s 
a s t e r s o f t h e B l a c k S t a r L i n e ( t h e steamship 
company t h a t was t o t r a n p o r t t h e masses t o 
A f r i c a ) and t h e o p p o r t u n i s t a t t a c k s by p e t 
t y b o u r g e o i s B l a c k s and B l a c k s i n t h e l a b o r 
movement l e d t o UNTA's r a p i d d o w n f a l l . But 
d e s p i t e weaknesses and t h e d o w n f a l l o f Gar
vey, t h e UNIA r e p r e s e n t s a g l o r i o u s c h a p t e r 
i n B l a c k s t r u g g l e t h a t must be s t u d i e d 
c a r e f u l l y and d i a l e c t i c a l l y by t h e B l a c k 
L i b e r a t i o n S t r u g g l e . 
THE DEPRESSION 

The demise o f t h e UNIA by t h e mid-20's 
l e d t o s h i f t i n g t h e focus o f s t r u g g l e by 
B l a c k workers from n a t i o n a l s t r u g g l e t o 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e . T h i s s t r u g g l e was a c c e n t u 
a t e d by t h e D e p r e s s i o n , B l a c k s were h u r t 
more by t h e D e p r e s s i o n t h a n any o t h e r group. 
The s m a l l g a i n s made by t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s 
were v i r t u a l l y wiped o u t . B l a c k workers 
s u f f e r e d most. B l a c k l a b o r l o s t a t h i r d o f 
a l l i n d u s t r i a l j o b s t h e y had. B l a c k unem
ployment r a n t w i c e t h a t o f w h i t e unemploy
ment. D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , B l a c k c o n t i n u e d 
t o s t r u g g l e b o t h a l o n g s i d e w h i t e workers 
and i n d e p e n d e n t l y . 

D u r i n g t h e e a r l i e r p a r t o f t h e decade. 
B l a c k workers p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e massive 
CIO o r g a n i z i n g d r i v e s . The CIO was much 
more p r o g r e s s i v e t h a n t h e AFL. The CIO con
c e n t r a t e d on o r g a n i z i n g t h e g i a n t i n d u s 
t r i e s such as s t e e l , a u t o , e t o t h a t t h e AFL 
i g n o r e d . The AFL would o r g a n i z e one c r a f t 
( s u c h as m a c h i n i s t s ) , The CIO would organ
i z e a l l c r a f t s i n any g i v e n i n d u s t r y i n t o 
one u n i o n . T h i s i n s u r e d much g r e a t e r B l a c k 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n , s i n c e s k i l l e d and s e m i - s k i l 
l e d would be o r g a n i z e d i n any p l a n t . The 
Congress o f I n d u s t r i a l O r g a n i z a t i o n s a l s o 
had many Communist P a r t y members on i t s o r 
g a n i z i n g s t a f f s . T h e i r s u p p o r t o f B l a c k 
s t r u g g l e s had much t o do w i t h t h e success 
and m i l i t a n c y o f t h e e a r l y CIO i n o r g a n i z 
i n g b o t h B l a c k and w h i t e workers i n l a r g e 
numbers. By t h e 30's t h e CIO had over 200,000 
Black w o r k e r s . These workers p r o v i d e d l e a d 
e r s h i p and made g r e a t c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o CIO 
l e d s t r u g g l e s . Even t h e NAACP su p p o r t e d t h e 
CIO i n i t s e f f o r t s t o o r g a n i z e B l a c k work
e r s . 

A t t h e same t i m e , t h e B l a c k community 
s t a r t e d a "Don't Buy Where You Can't Work" 
campaign. I n i t i a t e d by t h e B l a c k b o u r g e o i 
s i e , t h e i n f l u x o f B l a c k w o r k e r s and unem
p l o y e d s t r e n g t h e n e d and i n t e n s i f i e d t h e 
s t r u g g l e . B l a c k unemployed o f t e n l e d t h e 
massive s t r u g g l e s o f t h e Unemployed Coun
c i l s d u r i n g t h e Great D e p r e s s i o n . However, 
towards t h e end o f t h e D e p r e s s i o n , B l a c k 
w o r k e r s began r e a l i z i n g t h a t u n i o n i z a t i o n 
would n o t s o l v e many o f t h e problems o f 
B l a c k w o r k e r s . The changing p o l i t i c s o f t h e 
Communist P a r t y - l e d l a b o r movement and 
changes i n t h e Black n a t i o n i t s e l f would 
make t h i s r e a l i z a t i o n c l e a r . Lower wages, 
worse j o b s and h i g h e r unemployment c o n t i n 
ued t o be t h e l o t o f B l a c k w o r k e r s , 
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I n 1941 A, P h i l l i p Randolph headed a 
B l a c k movement t o demand t h a t B l a c k s r e 
c e i v e a f a i r share o f j o b s , etc. from t h e 
r a p i d expansion o f t h e defense I n d u s t r y . 
As head o£ t h e a l l - B l a c k B r o t h e r h o o d o f 
S l e e p i n g Car P o r t e r s , Randolph has p l a y e d 
a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e b o t h i n t h e U.S. l a b o r 
movement and B l a c k h i s t o r y . D e s p i t e t h e 
f a c t t h e t h e B r o t h e r h o o d was an AFL u n i o n , 
i t d i d n o t r e c e i v e s u p p o r t from t h e o t h e r 
a l l - w h i t e r a i l w a y u n i o n s i n i t s e a r l y o r 
g a n i z i n g a t t e m p t s o f t h e l a t e 19th c e n t u r y , 
Randolph h i m s e l f was a member o f t h e e a r l y 
s o c i a l i s t movement. L i k e many e a r l y B l a c k 
s o c i a l i s t s , such as Dubois, Randolph sup
p o r t e d t h e U.S.'s e n t r y i n t o World War I . 
L i k e many o t h e r l a b o r l e a d e r s o f t h e e a r l y 
p e r i o d , he became i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n s e r v a t i v e 
and s u p p o r t i v e o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t system as 
t i m e went on. 

However i n 1941, h i s c a l l f o r a mas
s i v e march on Washington by B l a c k people 
f o r c e d R o o s e v e l t t o e s t a b l i s h t h e F a i r Em
ployment Committee. Randolph and o t h e r l e a d 
e r s t h o u g h t t h i s c o n c e s s i o n was enough and 
c a l l e d o f f t h e march. Consequently t h e po
t e n t i a l f o r o r g a n i z i n g t h e power o f B l a c k 
w o r k e r s a l o n g c l a s s and n a t i o n a l l i n e s was 
t e m p o r a r i l y l o s t . Randolph's a c t i o n s shows 
t h e weakness o f o r g a n i z i n g B l a c k w o r k e r s 
j u s t t o c a t c h up w i t h t h e s t a t u s o f w h i t e 
w o r k e r s i n t h e U.S. The power and m i l i t a n c y 
o f Black w o r k e r s ' s t r u g g l e s depends on a 
v i e w o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n and a new s o c i 
e t y . I t would be o n l y i n the 60's t h a t a 
B l a c k w o r k e r s ' movement would a g a i n t h r e a t 
en t h e t r a n q u i l i t y o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t system, 

THE CPUSA AND BLACK WORKERS 
A f t e r t h e e x p u l s i o n o f t h e r a c i s t Love-

s t o n e group i n 1920, t h e CPUSA moved t o 
make s u p p o r t o f B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n a major 
p l a n k i n t h e p a r t y ' s p l a t f o r m As e a r l y as 
1917 communist l e a d e r s l e d t h e AFL o r g a n i 
z i n g d r i v e o f t h e packinghouse i n d u s t r y ' s 
w o r k e r s , 200,000 w o r k e r s , 20,000 B l a c k , 
were o r g a n i z e d i n t h i s campaign. Communist 
P a r t y l e a d e r s c l a i m e d t h a t t h e 12,000 B l a c k 
packinghouse workers i n Chicago a l o n e con
s t i t u t e d t h e l a r g e s t b l o c o f o r g a n i z e d 
B l a c k workers i n t h e w o r l d . 

The Communist P a r t y ' s program was bas
i c a l l y two-pronged. They b e l i e v e d t h a t 
B l a c k people i n t h e South c o n s t i t u t e d a 
B l a c k b e l t n a t i o n w i t h t h e r i g h t t o s e l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n . O u t s i d e t h e South t h e i r p r o 
gram c a l l e d f o r o r g a n i z i n g and f u l l demo
c r a t i c r i g h t s f o r B l a c k p e o p l e . Communists 
l e d v i g o r o u s campaigns t o o r g a n i z e share
c r o p p e r s , defend t h e S c o t t b o r o Boys and o r 
g a n i z e B l a c k workers i n t o t h e CIO, By 1930 
communist l e a d e r s c l a i m e d more t h a n 1,500 
B l a c k p a r t y members. B l a c k l e a d e r s such 
S t . C l a i r Drake and Adam C l a y t o n P o w e l l , 
d e s p i t e s e r i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h t h e P a r t y 
r e c o g n i z e d t h e CP's c o n t r i b u t i o n t o B l a c k 
S t r u g g l e . 

However, by t h e l a t e 1930's t h e CPUSA 
was h a v i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s i n b o t h o r g a n i z i n g 
t h e B l a c k masses and r e t a i n i n g i t s B l a c k 
c a d r e . A number o f f a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t e d t o 
t h e s e d i f f i c u l t i e s . One problem t h e y had 
i s common t o many " m u l t i - n a t i o n a l " (we 
p r e f e r t h e t e r m " i n t e r n a t i o n a l " ) o r g a n i z a 
t i o n s . B l a c k s have a p r o f o u n d d i s t r u s t o f 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s due t o t h e 
r a c i s m o f most s e l f - p r o f e s s e d w h i t e 
r a d i c a l s and r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . C o n s e q u e n t l y 
b o u r g e o i s n a t i o n a l i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e 
a b l e t o sow m i s t r u s t amoung t h e masses, 
as t h e NAACP d i d t o t h e CP i n t h e 30's. 
Today i n many p l a n t s a common management 
t a c t i c i s t o s e t up a committee o f 
l a c k e y s t o negate t h e o r g a n i z i n g work o f 
a p r o g r e s s i v e u n i o n . A s u c c e s s f u l c o u n t e r 
i s a s t r o n g r a n k and f i l e B l a c k caucus 
t h a t can v o i c e b o t h t h e c l a s s and 
n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s o f B l a c k w o r k e r s . 
W h i l e o f t e n t h e masses o f B l a c k s sup-
D o r t e d d i f f e r e n t communist l e d s t r u g g l e s . 

t h e y d i d n o t j o i n t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n 
numbers. P a r t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as t h e 
American Negro Labor Congress, w h i c h had 
w h i t e members, were never s u c c e s f u l i n 
o r g a n i z a i n g o u t s i d e o f p a r t y r a n k s . Even 
Communist P a r t y l e a d e r s h i p ( F o s t e r ) ad
m i t t e d t h a t t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s ' s program 
was " t o o l e f t f o r t h e masses". I n f a c e o f 
o p p o s i t i o n from t h e NAACP, Urban League 
and AFL, t h e ANLC was l i m i t e d t o m a i n l y 
a g i t a t i o n a l work. The P a r t y ' s f a i l u r e t o 
a p p e a l t o t h e c l a s s and n a t i o n a l a s p i r a 
t i o n s o f B l a c k p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y o u t s i d e 
t h e South, meant t h a t t h e p a r t y would 
never have a s t r o n g o r g a n i z a t i o n a l mass 
base. One o f t h e problems w i t h t h e CPUSA's 
l i n e on t h e B l a c k n a t i o n (and l a t e r w i t h 
o t h e r m o s t l y w h i t e o r g a n i z a t i o n s ) , i s 
t h a t t h e " B l a c k b e l t n a t i o n " t h e o r y d i d 
n o t t a k e i n t o account t h e n a t i o n a l i s t 
s e n t i m e n t s o f i n c r e a s i n g numbers o f B l a c k s 
i n t h e N o r t h . The demand ( f o r d e m o c r a t i c 
r i g h t s ) t h a t t h e s e groups f o c u s on i s 
I n a d e q u a t e . What was c l e a r t h e n , and even 
c l e a r e r now, i s t h a t B l a c k r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s 
who a t t e m p t t o o r g a n i z e i n t h e N o r t h must 
o r g a n i z e b o t h around t h e c l a s s and n a t i o n a l 
s e n t i m e n t s o f B l a c k p e o p l e . Any program 
t h a t i g n o r e s one o r t h e o t h e r o f t h e s e 
d u a l a s p e c t s o f B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n w i l l n o t 
succeed, 

I n t h e l a t e 30's t h e Communist P a r t y 
had d i f f i c u l t y i n r e t a i n i n g i t s B l a c k cadre. 
S e v e r a l reasons such as t h e l a c k o f mass 
s u p p o r t from B l a c k s , r a c i s m o f w h i t e c a d r e , 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s d e c l i n e . Two o f t h e 
main reasons were t h a t many B l a c k commu
n i s t s w i t h p e t t y b o u r g e o i s backgrounds 
s t r o n g l y p r o t e s t e d S t a l i n ' s r e p r e s s i o n o f 
t h e p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e K u l a k s ( w e a l t h y pea
s a n t s , s m a l l m e r c h a n t s o f r u r a l RU5Sla,"tlght 
f i s t s " ) , T r o t s k y i t e s and a r i s t o c r a c y i n t h e 
S o v i e t U n i o n . On t h e o t h e r hand, w i t h t h e 
o u t b r e a k o f WWII, many p r o l e t a r i a n B l a c k 
f i g h t e r s l e f t t h e P a r t y because t h e y refused 
t o f i g h t w i t h U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m a g a i n s t t h e 
f a s c i s t a x i s . Today B l a c k communists such 
as George Jackson s t r o n g l y d i s a g r e e w i t h 
S t a l i n ' s d e c i s i o n t o l i q u i d a t e c l a s s s t r u g " 
g l e w i t h i n t h e U.S, d u r i n g WWII, The end re
s u l t was t h a t t h e B l a c k s t r e n g t h o f t h e Par
t y was decimated by t h e end o f WWII and t h e 
CP as an o r g a n i z a t i o n has n o t been a m a j o r 
i n f l u e n c e s i n c e . 

THE SECOND MIGRATION 
WWII had two main e f f e c t s on t h e B l a c k 

c o l o n y . One e f f e c t was t h a t t h e m i g r a t i o n 
o f B l a c k p e o p l e from t h e r u r a l South t o t h e 
i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r s was a g a i n a c c e l e r a t e d . 
From 1940-50 1.6 m i l l i o n B l a c k p e o p l e m i 
g r a t e d from t h e South t o t h e N o r t h . T h i s 
second m i g r a t i o n i n d u e d s u b s t a n t i a l m i g r a 
t i o n t o t h e s h i p y a r d s and a i r c r a f t f a c t o r 
i e s o f t h e West Coast. I t a l s o i n c l u d e d 
heavy m i g r a t i o n from t h e r u r a l South t o t h e 
r a p i d l y i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g S outhern c i t i e s . 
The second e f f e c t was, as Barron's book The 
Demand f o r B l a c k Labor s t a t e s , "WWII marked 
t h e most d r a m a t i c improvement i n economic 
s t a t u s o f B l a c k p e o p l e t h a t has t a k e n p l a c e , 
...The income o f B l a c k w o r k e r s i n c r e a s e d 
t w i c e as f a s t as t h a t o f w h i t e s . The b i g 
g e s t improvement was b r o u g h t about by t h e 
m i g r a t i o n from South t o N o r t h . . . " The f i r s t 
m i g r a t i o n o f B l a c k s t o t h e u r b a n N o r t h saw 
t h e r i s e o f t h e Garvey movement. The second 
m i g r a t i o n would a l s o l a y the groundwork f o r 
a l a r g e r s o c i a l upheavals o f t h e B l a c k co
l o n y . F i r s t i n t h e South and t h e n i n the 
c i t i e s o f t h e N o r t h , t h e B l a c k c o l o n y would 
r i s e up and s t r u g g l e f o r two c o n t i n u o u s de
cades. B l a c k w o r k e r s would p l a y c r u c i a l 
r o l e s i n t h e s t r u g g l e s o f B l a c k p e o p l e i n 
t h o s e decades. Many o r g a n i z a t i o n s would 
t r y and w i n them over t o t h e i r program. 
The new p e r i o d would show f r i e n d s and f o e 
a l i k e t h a t B l a c k w o r k e r s when a l l i e d w i t h 
o t h e r p r o g r e s s i v e c l a s s e s o f t h e B l a c k 
c o l o n y would be t h e l e a d i n g edge o f t h e 
new r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement w i t h i n t h e U.S. 

I n t h e e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y t h e Garvey 
movement showed t h e s t r e n g t h o f o r g a n i z i n g 
B l a c k p e o p l e a l o n g n a t i o n a l l i n e s and t h e 
danger o f h a v i n g an i n c o r r e c t c l a s s l i n e . 
The CPUSA showed t h e p o t e n t i a l s t r e n g t h o f 
o r g a n i z i n g a l o n g c l a s s l i n e s and t h e s e r i 
ous weaknesses o f d o w n p l a y i n g t h n a t i o n a l 
q u e s t i o n i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l f o r m s . The 60's 
and 70's would be marked by B l a c k p e o p l e 
a t t e m p t i n g t o b u i l d r e v o l u t i o n a r y o r g a n i 
z a t i o n s a l o n g c o r r e c t n a t i o n a l and c l a s s 
l i n e s . * * * * 

To be c o n c l u d e d i n n e x t i s s u e , Vol.ZyA3 
B l a c k R e v o l u t i o n a r y O r g a n i z a t i o n and B l a c k 
Workers; S t r e n g t h s and Weaknesses o f t h e 
B l a c k Working Class and T h e i r Role i n t h e 
N a t i o n a l War. 



^BEHIND THE LINES^ 
WOUNDED KNEE 1975 

Once a g a i n t h e U,S„ government has o-
pened h o a t i l i t i e a a g a i n s t N a t i v e American 
p e o p l e , on June 15, R u s s e l l Means, an Am
e r i c a n I n d i a n Movement l e a d e r , was shot i n 
t h e abdomen by a Bureau o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s 
( BIA) p o l i c e o f f i c e r . The o f f i c e r c l a i m e d 
t h e s h o o t i n g was " a c c i d e n t a l " . From h i s 
h o s p i t a l bed. Heana o a i d i t woa i n t e n t i o n 
a l . The BIA a c t s as a s p e c i a l f e d e r a l a-
gency t o c o n t r o l t h e l i v e s o f N a t i v e peo
p l e . I t m a i n t a i n s i t s otjn armed u n i t s t h a t 
e n t e r I n d i a n lands e s s e n t i a l l y a t w i l l . 

Because o f t h e a t t a c k on Means, about 
30 people g a t h e r e d t o p r o t e c t AIM l e a d e r 
Dennis Banks. They used a house about f i v e 
m i l e s o u t s i d e t h e O g l a l a Sioux r e s e r v a t i o n 
community and not f a r from Wounded Knee, 
t h e s i t e o£ an 1890 U(9, m i l i t a r y massacre 
o f Sioux people and t h e 1973 o c c u p a t i o n by 
t k e Independent O g l a l a Sioux N a t i o n a g a i n s t 
combined US government f o r c e s . 

Dennis Banks, l i k e Means has been 
s i n g l e d o u t f o r h i s work d u r i n g t h e Wounded 
Knee o c c u p a t i o n o f 1973. Banks has been 
charged w i t h r i o t and ar s o n i n c o n n e c t i o n 
w i t h a February 1973 d e m o n s t r a t i o n I n Cus
t e r South Dakota(a town named a f t e r t h e 
j u s t l y punished mass mu r d e r e r , General 
Custer o f t h e U.S. C a l v a r y ) . I n t h a t de
m o n s t r a t i o n , t h e Custer Chamber o f Commerce 
b u i l d i n g was burned down t o t h e ground. The 
Chamber g l o r i f i e s t h e memory o f Cust e r t o 
promote t o u r i s m . 

The g a t h e r i n g o f 30 people t o p r o t e c t 
Dennis Banks made government p o l i c e agen
c i e s n e r v o u s . On June 27 t h e FBI Issu e d 
w a r r a n t s f o r " u n l a w f u l p o s s e s s i o n o f f i r e 
arms" f o r f o u r people a f t e r a w h i t e man 
and h i s son t o l d t h e FBI t h e y were h e l d 
f o r s e v e r a l hours by I n d i a n s and r e l e a s e d 
unharmed. 

I t i s " i l l e g a l " i n America f o r people 
t o even have t h e means t o defend t h e m s e l 
ves from t h e armed a t t a c k s o f government 
agencieB, The N a t i v e American have c o n a l s -
t e n t l y r e s i s t e d t h i s " law" o f t h e govern
ment t h a t broke i t s own t r e a t y laws and 
committed mass murder and o t h e r a t r o c i t i e s 
a g a i n s t N a t i v e p e o p l e s . Other oppressed 
people can l e a r n from t h e i r example. 

On t h e excuse o f these w a r r a n t s , two 
FBI agents approached t h e house near O g l a l a , 
They wanted t o e n t e r t h e house and were r e 
fused s e v e r a l t i m e s . F i n a l l y t h e s h o o t i n g 
began. The f i r s t two a g e n t s , Ronald W i l l i 
ams and j a c k c o l e r s and a N a t i v e American 
man i n s i d e t h e house, Joe B e d e l l S t u n t z , 
d i e d i n t h e eKchang^. FBI agents had 
c a l l e d f o r r e i n f o r c e m e n t s , Theae r e i n f o r c e 
ments t o o k g u n f i r e from bunkers set up a-
round t h e house. The preparednoss o f t h e 
I n d i a n w a r r i o r s t o o k t h e FBI by s u r p r i s e . 

A c c o r d i n g t o an AIM spokesman, d u r i n g 
t h e s h o o t i n g , " t h e people on t h e i n s i d e 
stopped s h o o t i n g and asked f o r n e g o t i a 
t i o n s , and t h e y ( t h e FBI) r e f u s e d t o honor 
any t y p e o f c e a s e f i r e o r a n y t h i n g . " The 
FBI had e r e c t e d r o a d b l o c k s around t h e 
house and th o u g h t t h e y had t h e people i n 
s i d e i s o l a t e d . But th e r o a d b l o c k s tbem-
s e l v e s began t o r e c e i v e f i r e from the o u t 
s i d e . The people i n s i d e t h e house were a-
b l e t o break t h e e n c i r c l e m e n t and t o o k t o 
t h e r o l l i n g h i l l s s u r r o u n d i n g O g l a l a . Spor
a d i c exchanges o f g u n f i r e c o n t i n u e d u n t i l 
1:30am t h e n e x t day, June 27. 

The o u t s i d e s u p p o r t t h a t p e o p le I n s i d e 
t h e e n c i r c l e m e n t r e c e i v e d made t h e d i f f e r 
ence between a t r a g i c s l a u g h t e r o f f r e e 
dom f i g h t e r s and t h e i r p r e s e n t l y success
f u l r e t r e a t t o t h e h i l l s o f O g l a l a Sioux 
l a n d . 

L a t e r t h e same day. t h e FBI c a p t u r e d 
one o f t h e N a t i v e people sought on t h e o r 
i g i n a l 4 w a r r a n t s . They a r e now l o o k i n g 
f o r a t l e a s t 16 o t h e r p e o p l e . FBI agents 
s t a t e d t h e y were " h o p e f u l " t h a t t h e a r r e s t 
o f Herman Thunder Hawk would produce i n 
f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g o t h e r p e o p l e , The 
young b r o t h e r has not been seen by law y e r s 
s i n c e h i s c a p t u r e , and i t i s no t known 
what k i n d o f " q u e s t i o n i n g " t h e government 
i s u s i n g t h a t makes them so h o p e f u l . 

A l s o , r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s o f Joe 
S t u n t s , t h e b r o t h e r a l a i n i n s i d e t h e house, 
asked t h a t t h e FBI r e t u r n h i s body f o r b u r 
i a l a c c o r d i n g t o I n d i a n customs. The govern
ment performed an u n a u t h o r i z e d a u t o p s y be
f o r e r e t u r n i n g t h e body. 

As o f June 30, t h e government has n o t 
r e l e a s e d any r e p o r t s s t a t i n g t h e y have cap
t u r e d anyone e l s e . T h e i r p a t r o l s c o n t i n u e 
t o h a r a s s r e s e r v a t i o n r e s i d e n t s . 

S U P P O R T A C T I O N S 

Two bombs exploded a t Mount Rushmore, 
South Dakota V i s i t o r ' s Center and a t t h e 
o f f i c e o f t h e U.S. Bureau o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s 
m Alameda, C a l i f o r n i a e a r l y June 27. These 
were a c t s o f s o l i d a r i t y and s u p p o r t f o r t h e 
s t r u g g l e o f N a t i v e Americans a t Wounded 
Knee d u r i n g t h e p a s t few days. 

The e x p l o s i o n a t Mount Rushmore caused 
e x t e n s i v e damage t o windows. Mount Rushmore 
i s about 80 rallies from Wounded Knee. I t s 
s e c u r i t y f o r c e was doubled. T h i s c e n t e r , 
l i k e many o t h e r t o u r i s t c e n t e r s i n t h e area, 
i s on l a n d sacred t o I n d i a n p e o p l e , b u t t a 
ken over by t h e government and l o c a l b u s i 
ness concerns t o g l o r i f y t h e e x pansion o f 
U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m a c r o s s t h e American c o n t i 
n e n t . White p a r k r a n g e r s g i v e l e c t u r e s de
p l o r i n g " r e c e n t e f f o r t s t o c a s t d i s p e r s i o n s 
on t h e brave men who p i o n e e r e d t h e West." 

The e x p l o s i o n s i n Alameda caused about 
$12,000 w o r k t h o f damage t o BIA o f f i c e s . 
I t was c l a i m e d by t h e New World L i b e r a t i o n 
F r o n t , an underground group. The Bureau o f 
I n d i a n A f f a i r s i s t h e f e d e r a l agency d i 
r e c t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r m a i n t a i n i n g U.S. 
government c o n t r o l o f N a t i v e p e o p l e . I t s 
b u r e a u c r a c y and armed u n i t s a r e s u p p o r t e d 
by about $10,000 a year i n f e d e r a l a i d f o r 
each N a t i v e American, w h i l e most I n d i a n s 
a r e f o r c e d t o l i v e on p o v e r t y l e v e l w e l f a r e 
g r a n t s . I t a l s o c o n t r o l s t h e t r i b a l "gov
ernments", a poor i m i t a t i o n o f the s e l f -
r u l i n g t r i b a l systems o f t h e p a s t . 

These a c t s , w h i l e m o s t l y s y m b o l i c ^ a r e 
v a l u a b l e because t h e y educate and express 
s u p p o r t f o r N a t i v e American s t r u g g l e s . Am-
i l c a r C a b r a l t o l d American s u p p o r t e r s o f 
t h e l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e o f Gulne-Blssau i n 
A f r i c a t h a t t h e b e s t way t o su p p o r t t h e 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t i m p e r i a l i s m i s t o t a k e up 
arms and f i g h t where you a r e . 

GRAND JURIES - Grand j u r i e s a r e b e i n g used 
t o r e p r e s s t h e g r o w i n g s u u p o r t f o r r e v o l u 
t i o n a r i e s and t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I n New 
York s i x t e e n p e o ple who were a t t e n d i n g t h e 
t r i a l and s u p p o r t i n g t h e New York F i v e were 
c a l l e d b e f o r e a grand j u r y i n v e s t i g a t i n g 
an a l l e g e d escape a t t e m p t by t h e f i v e . The 
Fi v e a r e f i v e P u e r t o Rican and B l a c k com
rades a l l e g e d t o be B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n Array 
members. They were accused o f a s s a s i n a t i n g 
two members o f t h e New York C i t y P o l i c e . 

Four o f those c a l l e d by t h e j u r y were 
lawyers f o r t h e f i v e . They appear t o be 
the main t a r g e t s . Over f o r t y p o l i t i c a l o r 
g a n i z a t i o n s and many i n d i v i d u a l s have ex
pressed s u p p o r t f o r t h e s i x t e e n ' s r i g h t t o 
su p p o r t p o l i t i c a l f i g h t e r s . The s i x t e e n 
have p u b l i c a l l y s t a t e d t h a t t h e y w i l l n o t 
coope r a t e w i t h the grand j u r y i n any way. 

I n Los Angeles a f e d e r a l grand j u r y 
has subpeonaed a f i l m and a l l m a t e r i a l s 
used t o pr e p a r e t h e f i l m . T h i s f i l m ex
p l a i n s t h e p o l i t i c s and a c t i o n s o f t h e 
Weather Underground O r g a n i z a t i o n . The 3 
f i l m makers, Haskel Wexler, Emile DeAntonio 
and Mary Lampson, have a l l r e f u s e d cooper
a t i o n w i t h t h e grand j u r y . They accused 
t h e s t a t e o f t r y i n g t o g a i n i n f o r m a t i o n t o 
wh i c h i t i s n o t e n t i t l e d and o f a t t e m p t i n g 
t o i n s t i t u t e McCarthy-era t y p e c e n s o r s h i p 
over a l l who would s u p p o r t r e v o l u t i o n . A 
committe has been formed t o defend t h e 
r i g h t s o f these f i l m makers t o make t h i s 
f i l m w i t h o u t i n t e r f e r e n c e from t h e govern
ment . 

"Seize t h e Time" s u p p o r t s t h e a n t i -
grand j u r y s t r u g g l e s o f p r o g r e s s i v e people 
i n New York, Los Angeles and anywhere e l s e 
i n t h e Empire, As someone c l o s e t o t h e NY 
Fi v e case commented, " I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t 
t h e y a r e a t t e m p t i n g t o make one's presence 
a t a t r i a l a m i l i t a n t a c t , " I n p r e p a r a t i o n 
f o r t h e upcoming r e b e l l i o n s due t o a c o l 
l a p s i n g economy, t h e r u l i n g c l a s s i s t i g h t 
e n i n g i t s g r i p and u s i n g f a s c i s t t e r r o r 
t a c t i c s . Any a c t o f r e b e l l i o n o r su p p o r t 
f o r those who r e b e l i s b e i n g met w i t h i n 

t e n s e r e p r e s s i o n . I t i s up t o us t o co u n t 
e r a t t a c k even more s t r o n g l y . Many areas 
have l o c a l committees formed t o f i g h t t h e 
grand j u r y system. Support t h e s e commit
tees'. I f t h e r e i s no committee i n your 
a r e a , form one. I n response t o t h e grotJth 
o f t h e movement f o r l i b e r a t i o n , t h e r u l i n g 
c l a s s i s t u r n i n g more and more t o t h e use 
o f grand J u r i e s and rumor-raongerlng i n I t s 
a t t e m p t t o d i s r u p t and i n f i l t r a t e t h e r e 
v o l u t i o n a r y movement. We must n o t l e t them 
succeed, 

DENVER, COLORADO - Grand J u r i e s a r e n o t 
t h e o n l y t a c t i c t h e b o u r g e o i s i e uses t o 
d i s r u p t t h e l e f t . The o f f i c e s o f t h e De
fense Committee and s u p p o r t e r s o f Cameron 
Bishop have been r e p e a t e d l y broken i n t o 
t h e week o f June 23. Cameron Bishop i s an 
a n t i - w a r a c t i v i s t accused o f b l o w i n g up 
h i g h power l i n e s l e a d i n g t o n v i n i t i o n s f a c 
t o r i e s i n t h e Colorado Mountains d u r i n g 
t h e Vietnam war. P o l i c e say t h e y found 

someone b r e a k i n g i n t o t h e o f f i c e s , b u t 
t h e y don't know who he was because t h e y 
d i d n o t book him. The f i l e s o f t h e o f f i c e s 
were d i s t u r b e d , a l t h o u g h n o t h i n g was t a k e n . 

P.O. Box 3071 
Denver, Colorado 

TEXAS(LNS) - Ten campesinos were shot as 
t h e y were w a l k i n g o u t o f t h e f i e l d o f t h e 
Texano melon ranc h by ranch s u p e r v i s o r , 
Chesley L. M i l l e r . Two were s e r i o u s l y i n 
j u r e d , one w i l l p r o b a b l y l o s e h i s e y e s i g h t 
because o f shotgun p e l l e t s lodged i n h i s 
e y e b a l l . 

The campesinos were p r o t e s t i n g t h e 
p r e v a i l i n g wages o f $1.60-$1.70 per h o u r . 
The U n i t e d Farmworkers U n i o n , though i t 
d i d n o t o r g a n i z e t h e s t r i k e , has been 
s u p p o r t i n g i t . S t r i k e r s have been p r e s e n t 
a t t h e b o r d e r towns i n t h e s o u t h e r n R i o 
Grande V a l l e y u r g i n g campesinos n o t t o 
c r o s s over t o work i n t h e melon f i e l d s . 
On Hay 26, t h e r e was a tremendous response 
a t t h e b o r d e r where 1,500 workers r e f u s e d 
t o board t r u c k s a t Reynosa, Mexico, A t 
t h a t t i m e around500 people were w o r k i n g 
a t E l Texano r a n c h . T h i r t y s t r i k e r s went 
t h e r t o p i c k e t . Between 200-300 wor k e r s 
had walked o u t o f t h e f i e l d s when M i l l e r 
d r ove up a t h i g h speed i n a p i c k - u p 
t r u c k and s t a r t e d f i r i n g a t t h e s t r i k e r s 
w i t h an a u t o m a t i c r i f l e a t c l o s e r a n g e . 
M i l l e r t h e n f o r c e d t h e campesinos t o l i e 
i n drainage d i t c h e s f o r over an h o u r , 
t h r e a t e n i n g t o shoot anybody t h a t a t t e m p 
t e d t o a i d t h e i n j u r e d w o r k e r s . An 
ambulance a r r i v e d o n l y a f t e r a campesino 
r a n 3 m i l e s t o Reynosa f o r h e l p . 

M i l l e r l a t e r t o l d r e p o r t e r s t h a t i t 
was "open season" on t h e farm w o r k e r s , 
"The p o l i c e t o l d me I was i n my r i g h t s " 
he s a i d . 

When s h e r i f f d e p u t i e s a r r i v e d , more 
t h a n an hour a f t e r t h e s h o o t i n g , t h e y 
r e f u s e d t o a r r e s t M i l l e r . He was a r r e s t e d 
t h e n e x t day a f t e r farmworkers who had been 
i n j u r e d f i l e d charges on 10 co u n t s o f 
aggr a v a t e d a s s a u l t . C»ni on Pol^H 
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S e t t l e vouT q u a r r e l s , cone tog e t h e r , understind 
t h e r e a l i t y o f our s l t u a t l o r i j u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 
fascism I s already here, t h a t people are alreacty 
aying who c o u l d be s a v e d , t h a t g e n e r a t l o n a moT-e 
W i l l die tfl l i Y C pwet butchered h a l f - l l v c o i f 
you f a i l t o a c t . Do uhat must be done. diSMvef 
yv^K hwraanitj- and ̂ wwr l o v e i-n r e v o l u t i o n , Paoa 
on tne lorcn. Join us. uive 
t:V.> V . o r l . . 

CEORCG UCKSON 

ALGLATKOWSKI 
The year 1970 March 14, saw the l i b e r a t i o n 
o£ the SS Columbia Eagle. T h i s courageous 
a c t i o n was und e r t a k e n by A l v i n L. Glatkow-
s k i and Clyde w. McKay, These comrades 
took t h i s a e t i o n because the SS Columbia 
Eagle, a s h i p w h i c h was bound f o r imper
i a l i s t f o r c e s m T h a i l a n d , was loaded w i t h 
10,000 tons o f napalm i n t e n d e d f o r use ag
a i n s t l i b e r a t i o n f o r c e s i n s i d e I n d o c h i n a . 

A l and Clyde s e i z e d c o n t r o l o f the 
Eagle by a r r e s t i n g c a p t a i n Swann and h i s 
a i d e , as w e l l as the communications o f f i c e r 
aboard the s h i p . C a p t a i n Swann was o r 
dered t o " q u i e t l y " r e t a i n enough crew 
members t o o p e r a t e the v e s s e l , a f t e r w h i c h 
A l and Clyde gave t h e "abandon s h i p " 
o r d e r . Those crew members who were n o t 
r e t a i n e d t o o p e r a t e the s h i p launched l i f e 
b o a t s . Close b e h i n d was an o t h e r s h i p t h a t 
p i c k e d up these Stranded crew members. 
Both A l and Clyde had pre^'ious knowledge 
of t h i s nearby s h i p , so they knew t h a t 
these crew members would n o t be s t r a n d e d . 

Back on the Eagle, the r e m a i n i n g crew 
members were assembled and new laws were 
e s t a b l i s h e d . A l l ranks were d i s s o l v e d 
The s h i p ' s a t o r e was opened Co a l l crew 
nembers. No l o o t i n g o f absent crew member's 
b«Xoiijir.gi was p e r m i t t e d . A l l a l c o h o l i c 
k^«r«gcs were thrcnm o v e r b o a r d . I t was 
a l s o s t a t e d t h a t any a t t e m p t t o sabatoge 
the h i j a c k i n g would be d e a l t w i t h s e v e r e l y . 

S e v e r a l a t t e m p t s were made by A l and 
Clyde t o o b t a i n p o l i t i c a l asylum from a 
number o f c o u n t r i e s . P r i n c e Sihanouk £in-
l a l l y answered by g r a n t i n g A l and Clyde 
s a f e passage t o Cambodian w a t e r s . 

At t h i s t i m e US i m p e r i a l i s t f o r c e s 
began t o r e a c t . S e v e r a l s h i p s were ob
served on the r a d a r scope I n p u r s u i t o f the 
Eagle. A statement was bro a d c a s t e d by 
A l and Clyde d e c l a r i n g t h a t t he Eagle 
would be blown up i f the s h i p s came any 
c l o s e r . The shi p s t u r n e d back, 

Upon a r r i v i n g i n S i h a n o u k v i l l e , A l 
and Clyde were welcomed by the Cambodian 
peo p l e . However, t h i s c e l e b r a t i o n was 
s h o r t - l i v e d . W i t h the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o£ 
the Lon NOl and CIA coup i n Cambodia, A l 
and Clyde foand themselves under house 
a r r e s t . 

A f t e r b e i n g t r a n s f e r r e d from one p r i -
s i o n t o a n o t h e r , A l and Clyde found them
s e l v e s i n c a r c e r a t e d on a p r i s o n s h i p 
docked on the Mekong R i v e r . 

F o l l o w i n g a year o f imprisonment i n 
Cambodia, A l was s e c r e t l y f l o w n back t o 
the US. He was then p l a c e d i n the Los 
Angeles County J a i l (Maximum S e c u r i t y ) . 
Here, a guard p o l i s h e d h i s b u l l e t s w h i l e 
t e l l i n g A l t h a t he " b e t t e r n o t come back 
t o Los Angeles". 

Even though A l was s u f f e r i n g s e v e r e l y 
f r o m the t o r t u r e he r e c e i v e d i n Cambodia 
Che c o u r t s began the t r i a l . (The Court 
p s y c n i a c r l s c r u l Q d t h a t A l was sane.) 
D u r i n g a c o u r t geeslon A l was approached 
by b i s "defense" w i t h a d e a l . A l wae 
gi v e n f i v e minutes t o respond. He agreed 
t o go a l o n g w i t h the " d e a l " t r u s t i n g h i s 
lawyers t o da what was b e s t . A l t h a u g h A l 
was n o t i n any k i n d o f c o n d i t i o n t o make 
a d e c i s i o n o£ t h i s s e r i o u s n e s s , t h e judge 
q u i c k l y agreed. A l was sentenced t o t e n 
yea r s i n Lompoc F e d e r a l p r i s o n f o r "mutiny 
on t h e h i g h seas" and " a s s a u l t w i t h a 
dangerous weapon." The second charge r e 
s u l t e d from the f a c t t h a t b o t h A l and 
Clyde used handguns t o s e i z e c o n t r o l o f 
the SS Columbia Eagle. 

While a t Lompoc, A l a t t e m p t e d t o es
cape, b u t was apprehended. For t h i s 
a c t i o n A l r e c e i v e d a year i n s o l i t a r y 
c o nfinement p l u s a s i x y e a r sentence 
t o r u n c o n c u r r e n t w i t h h i s p r e v i o u s 
sentence. D u r i n g h i s t i m e i n t h e " h o l e " 
A l was charged w i t h i n c i t i n g a r i o t 
d u r i n g a spontaneous p r i s o n e r s ' r e b e l 
l i o n . 

I n 1974 A l appealed h i s case t o t h e 
9 t h C i r c u i t Court o f Appeals i n hopes o f 
g e t t i n g a r u l i n g on th e l e g a l i t y o f t h e 
I n f o c h i n a war. Knowing t h a t i m p e r i a l 
ism depends on m i l i t a r y f o r c e , t h e c o u r t s 
r e f u s e d t o even c o n s i d e r the case. They 
c l a i m e d t h a t A l had pleaded g u i l t y t o a 
crime a t h i s f i r s t t r i a l and t h e r e f o r e 
c o u l d n o t have a n o t h e r t r i a l . 

A l ' s r e c e n t p a r o l e h e a r i n g was as 
much a sham as the r e s t o f the " j u s t i c e " 
d e a l t o u t . A few days b e f o r e A l was t o 
appear b e f o r e t h e p a r o l e b o a r d , the FBI 
showed up a t the p r i s o n t o q u e s t i o n p r i 
soners about A l ' s p r i s o n a c t i v i t i e s . I n 
p a r t i c u l a r t h e FBI was i n t e r e s t e d i n 
Al ' s work w i t h t he Vietnam Veterans 
A g a i n s t the War/Winter S o l d i e r Organiza
t i o n (WAW/WSO). Needless t o say. t h e 
p a r o l e board h e a r i n g r e s u l t e d i n a to k e n 
appearance by the board members, and A l 
was g i v e n a two year s e t - o f f , (He w i l l 
go b e f o r e the p a r o l e board a g a i n i n 1976) 

Recent i n f o r m a t i o n from r e l i a b l e 
sources i n d i c a t e s t h a t A l i s b e i n g con
s i d e r e d f o r t r a n s f e r t o America's new 
be h a v i o r m o d i f i c a t i o n p r i s o n i n N o r t h 
C a r o l i n a , Buetner P r i s o n has been e s t a b 
l i s h e d t o a l t e r the b e h a v i o r p a t t e r n s 
of " u n d e s i r e a b l e s " and p o l i t i c a l p r i 
soners . 

I t has a l s o come t o our a t t e n t i o n t h a t 
A l ' s l i f e I s now I n danger from i n s i d e 
th e p r i s o n w a l l s . C o t n c i d e n t a l l y , t h i s 
s i t u a t i o n s u r f a c e d a f t e r s e v e r a l FBI 
v i s i t s t o a number o f r e a c t i o n a r y p r i -

GARY LAWTON ACQUITTED 
On May 12 a t h i r d j u r y t r i a l r e t u r n 

ed i t s v e r d i c t a g a i n s t Black o r g a n i z e r 
Gary Lawton. NOT GUILTY! Gary Lawton, 36, 
i s a community o r g a n i z e r and member o f 
Vietnam V e t e r a n s A g a i n s t t h e War/ W i n t e r 
S o l d i e r O r g a n i z a t i o n . He was charged w i t h 
t h e 1971 k i l l i n g o f two R i v e r s i d e , C a l i 
f o r n i a policetnaen. Other f e l o n v charges 
f i l e d a f t e r h i s a r r e s t i n 1971 were 
dropped by the R i v e r s i d e D i s t r i c t A t t o r 
ney three days a f t e r the v e r d i c t . The 
v e r d i c t came a f t e r four y e a r s , three 
t r i a l s and two years o f imprisonment for 
Gary Lawton, and a f t e r f o u r y e ars o f 
s t r u g g l e and supp o r t from members o f t h e 
R i v e r s i d e community and s u p p o r t e r s i n 
the u n i t e d S t a t e s and t h e w o r l d . 

I n September o f 1971, s i x months a f 
t e r t h e a r r e s t o f Gary Lawton, two o t h e r 
Black men were a r r e s t e d and charged a l o n g 
w i t h Lawton f o r murder and c o n s p i r a c y . 
The two Black men were Nehemiah Jackson, 
a c o l l e g e s t u d e n t , and Zurebu Gardner,a 
j a n i t o r and s t u d e n t i n R i v e r s i d e . 

The n e x t f o u r y e a r s b r o u g h t a c o n t i n 
uous s t r u g g l e . The f i r s t t r i a l ended i n a 
v o t e o f 9 t o 3 f o r a c q u i t t a l by an a l l 
w h i t e j u r y . S i x j u r o r s s i g n e d a p e t i t i o n 
demanding t h a t charges be dropped. A 
second t r i a l f o r Lawton and Gardner end
ed i n an o t h e r hung j u r y . S h o r t l y a f t e r , 
th e charges a g a i n s t Nehemiah Jackson were 
dropped. B e f o r e t h e t h i r d t r i a l charges 
a g a i n s t Zurebu Gardner were a l s o dropped. 

I n t h e t r i a l s key p r o s e c u t i o n w i t 
nesses t e s t i f i e d t h a t t h e y had been 
t h r e a t e n e d by th e p o l i c e and i n t i m i d a t e d 
i n t o g i v i n g f a l s e s t a t e m e n t s a g a i n s t t h e 
de f e n d a n t s . 

Gary Lawton r e f u s e s t o c a l l t h e v e r 
d i c t a v i c t o r y . The s t r u g g l e goes on. 
I t i s s t i l l g o i n g on i n s i d e R i v e r s i d e , 
Zurebu Gardner s t i l l faces an a s s a u l t 
charge and o t h e r defense s u p p o r t e r s a r e 
a l s o on t r i a l o r i n p r i s o n . A l l a c r o s s 
th e U.S. p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s c o n t i n u e , 
w h i l e thousands remain i m p r i s o n e d f o r 
t h e p o l i t i c a l c r i m e o f no t b e i n g w h i t e 
or b e i n g poor. 

s o n e r s , I n c l u d i n g an ex-WAW/WSO p r i 
son member. 

We sh o u l d not be s u r p r i s e d a t such 
t a c t i c s . The l o n g h i s t o r y o f govern
ment murders w i t h i n p r i s o n w a l l s i s w e l l 
known. We do not i n t e n d t o l e t i t 
happen t o A l . 

Though l o c k e d up, A l c o n t i n u e s t o o r 
ganize p r i s o n e r s around a n t l - i m p e r i a l i s m , 
A l ' s m a i l i s censored, c o p i e d and f i l e d , 
t r a s h e d and r e f u s e d . A l l o f A l ' s v i s i 
t o r s a r e s u b j e c t t o harassment from p r i 
son o f f i c i a l s and government a g e n t s . 

The Columbia Eagle L i b e r a t i o n Defense 
CommlttQe (CEIDC) i s o*-ganiasd by the 
Santa Barbara Chapter <,£ WAW/WSO and the 
Lompse Pvieon Chapter. We demand u n l v e r -
sa; And u n c o n d i t i o n a l amnesty f o r A l and 
f o r a l l war r e g i s t e r s . We b e l i e v e t h a t 
i m p e r i a l i s m I s t h e r e a l c r i m e . Those who 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t I m p e r i a l i s m are n o t 
c r i m i n a l s ; they are p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s i 

As i m p e r i a l i s m gasps f o r more a i r , 
r e p r e s s i o n w i l l i n c r e a s e . The people 
w i l l s u f f e r . We cannot r e a l i s t i c a l l y 
a t t e m p t t o f r e e each p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r 
on an i n d i v i d u a l b a s i s . A l has fo u g h t 
i m p e r i a l i s m by o f f e r i n g h i s l i f e so t h a t 
l i b e r a t i o n f o r c e s might w i n t h e i r b a t t l e . 
A l i s n o t a m a r t y r . He i s a freedom 
f i g h t e r who b e l i e v e s i n Che people. To 
on l y say " f r e e A l " i s no t what A l wants. 
To t h r o w o f f the s h a c k l e s o f i m p e r i a l i s m 
i s t h e i s s u e . 

C u r r e n t l y our lawyers a r e s t u d y i n g 
th e p o s s i b i l i t y o f f i l i n g a second appeal 
t o t h e 9 t h C i r c u i t Court o f Appeals. T h i s 
demands s u p p o r t f r o m a l l i n t h e f o r m o f 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , l e t t e r s , and money. We 
a l s o c a l l f o r the same s u p p o r t f o r S i s t e r s 
and b r o t h e r s , l i k e M a r i l y n Buck, Ruche11 
Magee, K a r l A r m s t r o n g , and t h e A t t i c a 
B r o t h e r s , who are f i g h t i n g f o r t h e i r l i v e s . 

FOR MORE INFORMATION WRITE: 
Columbia Eagle L i b e r a t i o n Defense Comm. 
% WAW/WSO 
14,21 S t a t e S t r e e t 
Santa Barbara, C a l i f o r n i a , 93101 

MICHAELJOHMSON 

MICHAEL JOHNSON 

On February 2 1 , 1975, M i c h a e l Johnson 
and H e r b e r t C a u l d w e l l were a r r e s t e d f o r 
b e i n g i n an a l l e g e d l y s t o l e n c a r . The c a r 
had been l o a n e d t o them by a s a l e s p e r s o n 
on a used c a r l o t . 

M i c h a e l Johnson was charged w i t h : a s s a u l t 
on an o f f i c e r , armed (10 y e a r s t o l i f e ) and 
car t h e f t ( 1 year minimum).Herbert C a u l d w e l l 
was charged w i t h : a c c e s s o r y t o t h e f a c t (10 
years t o l i f e ) . On A p r i l 22 t h e charges a-
g a i n s t H e r b e r t were dropped f o r l a c k o f e v i 
dence. 

M i c h a e l , on t h e o t h e r hand has been 
beaten t w i c e and t h r e a t e n e d s e v e r a l t i m e s . 
These a t t a c k s have been connected w i t h t h e 
f a c t t h a t he has r e f u s e d and has s u p p o r t e d 
o t h e r s i n r e f u s i n g t o su b m i t t o s t r i p searches 

The w o r k e r s a t t h e j a i l where he i s be
i n g h e l d a r e c u r r e n t l y f i g h t i n g f o r t h e i r 
new c o n t r a c t . F o l l o w i n g i s a l e t t e r o f sup
p o r t f o r t h o s e w o r k e r s w r i t t e n by M i c h a e l 
when he l e a r n e d about t h e i r s t r u g g l e . The 
f a c t t h a t M i c h a e l w r o t e t h i s l e t t e r o f sup
p o r t i s an exemplary show o f c l a s s s o l i d a r 
i t y . We s h o u l d f o l l o w h i s example and sup-
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p o r t him i n h i s case. 
"OPEN LETTER TO: The Mayor o f San Jose and 
The Board o f S u p e r v i s o r s o f Santa C l a r a Co. 

I vfish t o express my s u p p o r t and s o l i 
d a r i t y w l t n t h e j u s t aemanQs o f t h e subser
v i e n t w o r k e r s o£ t h e Santa C l a r a County 
Main J a i l — t h e cooks, t h e l a u n d r y w o r k e r s , 
t h e j a n i t o r s who a r e demanding h i g h e r wages 
and hazardous d u t y pay f o r k i t c h e n w o r k e r s • 
I t e s l t h a t a wage i n c e n t i v e a d e q u a t e l y ad
m i n i s t e r e d w i l l be o£ b e n e f i t n o t o n l y t o 
t h e worKers b u t a l s o t o t h e p r i s o n e r popu
l a t i o n i s where my main concern l i e s . 

I t hag neen d r o u g h t t o my a t t e n t i o n t h a t 
a r e o e n t p s e u d o - i n v e e t i g a t i o n has been made 

michael Johnson-cont. -BREAK DE CHAINS 

BLACK WARRIOR KILLED 
SALUTE TO BROTHER REMA 

The most r e c e n t o f B l a c k w a r r i o r s t o 
be k i l l e d was M e l v i n Rema Kearney who 
f e l l seven f l o o r s f r o m t h e B r o o k l y n House 
o f D e t e n t i o n on t h e n i g h t o f May 25, 1975, 
w h i l e t r y i n g t o f r e e h i m s e l f . An escape 
from maxlmun s e c u r i t y by a p r i s o n e r o f 
war i s one o f t h e most d a r i n g o f r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y a c t s . Fedro Chango Monges made 
i t 'beyond t h e w a l l * b u t was r e c a p t u r e d , 
guob b o l d examples pave t h e way f o r 
o t h e r s t o do l i k e w i s e . 

Today, i n s o l i d a r i t y , ue g i v e 
t r i b u t e t o b r o t h e r Rema and a l l f r e 
edom f i g h t e r s l i k e him who waged 
f i e r c e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t g r e a t odds. 
They have proven t i m e and a g a i n t h a t 
n o t h i n g can s t o p a p r a i r i e f i r e t h a t 
has been i g n i t e d f o r a purpose. 

D e s p i t e t h e number o f w a r r i o r s 
i l l e d , wounded, maimed, c a p t u r e d , and 
b r u t a l i z e d J the B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n Army 
c o n t i n u e s as a m o b i l e . I n v i s i b l e , g r owing 
t h r e a t t o t h e r a c i s t i m p e r i a l i s t power 
s t r u c t u r e , i t s apparatuses and i t s 
l a c k e y s . 

R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s may d i e , h u t 
the seeds of r e v o l u t i o n m u l t i p l y i n 
t h e wake of t h e i r p a s s i n g . 

So we l o v e B r o t h e r Rema because he 
was a b r o t h e r who had t r u e knowledge 
Of t h i s r a c i s t system. He knew t h a t t h i s 
t y p e Of system must be changed. He was 
a b l a c k b r o t h e r who knew what needed t o 
be done, and s a c r i f i c e d a l l t o do i t . 
He l o v e d h i s people d e e p l y and gave h i s 
l i f e t r y i n g t o b r i n g about r i g h t e o u s 
change f o r the oppressed people o f the 
w o r l d . He was a Malcolm seed. He was 
marked f o r murder. J u s t as many o t h e r 
s i s t e r s and b r o t h e r s and t h i r d w o r l d 
people who s t r u g g l e t o change t h e 
amerlkkan system i s v e r y c l e v e r a t mak
i n g the v i c t i m l o o k l i k e t h e c r i m i n a l , 
and t h e c r i m i n a l l o o k l i k e t h e v i c t i m . 
He was a v i c t i m o f the amerikkan dream, 
u n t i l he dug t h a t i t was j u s t a n o t h e r 
scheme t o keep t h e masses o f people con
fused and d i v i d e d . He was a l s o a v i c t i m 
o f h i s l o v e , f o r some o f th o s e whom he 
l o v e d and r e s p e c t e d , l e t t h e people down, 
t o be murdered i n t h e s t r e e t s o f a m e r i k k a , 
and t o be thrown i n t o t he dungeon's, never 
t o be seen a g a i n , and t h e i r w a r r i o r 
m u t i l a t e d and murdered by a r a i n o f t h i s 
system b u l l e t s , and s t i l l remain p a s s i v e 
and I n d i f f e r e n t . We are n o t ashame t o 
say t h a t we l o v e d B r o t h e r Rema and any
body e l s e who has and w i l l t a k e up t h e 
gun f o r our freedom, f o r he was a w a r r i o r 
who l o v e d us ( t h e p e o p l e ) . H i s e n t i r e 
body and s o u l was committed t o the 
complete freedom o f oppressed people 
by any means necessary. He r e f u s e d t o 
compromise f o r he r e a l i z e d t h e r e i s no 
s u b s t i t u t e f o r freedom. H i s s p i r i t w i l l 
always l i v e i n t h e h e a r t s o f t h e p e o p l e , 
f o r h i s work w i l l be p a r t o f t h e b l u e p r i n t 
f o r tomorrow. We hope we w i l l e a r n by our 
w a r r i o r ' s g r e a t l o v e , c l e a n our guns and 
p r e p a r e f o r the n e x t b a t t l e . We have no
t h i n g t o l o s e b u t our c h a i n s . - So, we 
have c r i e d , we have cleaned-up our w a r r i o r s 
body and s a i d goodby and now we must move 
f o r w a r d , w i t h d i s c i p l i n e , l o v e , d e d i c a t i o n , 
d e v o t i o n and a s t r o n g d e s i r e and w i l l t o 
be f r e e , by any means necessary. 

i n regards to the b a r b a r i c c o n d i t i o n s e x i s 
t i n g i n s i d e t h e Santa C l a r a County Main J a i l 
i n San Jose, CA by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e 
Board o£ S u p e r v i s o r s . 

I f e e l i t a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o express 
my thoughts concerning these matters i n 
hopes t h a t a q u a n t i t a t i v e change i s t h e 
most that can be expected u n t i l such time 
t h a t wc the p e o p l e v e n t u r e t o s e i a e c o n t r o l 
o f a l l p r e s e n t i n s t i t u t i o n s and t r a n s f o r m 
them i n t o qualit6;tive s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
w h i c h t r u l y serve t h e need3 o f t h e p e o p l e . 

One o f our p r i m a r y demands remains t h e 
f o r m u l a t i o n o f a m u l t i - r a c i a l p r i s o n e r 
eommitte© e e l e o t e d by t h e p r i s o n e r s i n o r d e r 
t o address t h e r e a l i s s u e s c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
f u n c t i o n i n g o f y o u r j a i l as seen f r o m t h e 
b o t t o m up r a t h e r t h a n f r o m t h e t o p down. 
I n The True S p i r i t o£ Freedom, 
M i c h a e l Johnson 
No. County H o l d i n g F a c i l i t y 
F a l o A l t o , CA 34306" 

Michael's t r i a l i s s e t to begin, J u l y 
24 a t 8:45 AM a t t h e S u p e r i o r C o u r t , Hedding 
S t . , San Jose, Ca. 

Por o f f e r s of a s s i s t a n c e , i d e a s , dona
t i o n s and more I n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t : 
Comm. t o Free M i c h a e l Johnson 
% U n i t e d P r i s o n e r s Union 
1893 Oak S t . 
San F r a n c i s c o , Ca. 94117 
(415) 863-1411 o r 863-1410. 

Michael Johnson's m a i l i n g address i s : 
NCHP 
270 Grant Rd 
Palo A l t o , CA 94306 

WOUNDED KNEE 
TRIAL 

CASE BACKGROUND 
on February 27, 1973, s e v e r a l hun

d r e d O g l a l a Sioux and s u p p o r t e r s f r o m t h e 
American I n d i a n Movement l i b e r a t e d the 
v i l l a g e o f Wounded Knee. The o c c u p a t i o n 
grew o u t o f a l o n g s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t the 
c o n d i t i o n s o f p o v e r t y and oppression 
which f a c e t h o s e on t h e Pine Ridge Reser
v a t i o n o f South Dakota. A f t e r two weeks 
o f o c c u p a t i o n t h e m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n was 
a t a s t a l e m a t e . A c e a s e f i r e was n e g o t i 
a t e d and t h e government b r o u g h t down i t s 
roadblocks. Hundreds o f O g l a l a Sioux 
poured i n t o Wounded Knee t o show t h e i r 
s u p p o r t . On March 1 1 , t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
l e a d e r s o f the O g l a l a N a t i o n h e l d a day
l o n g m e e t i n g . They r e a l i z e d t h e h i s t o r i c 
i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e l i b e r a t i o n o f wounded 
Knee. I t was seen as t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 
t h e r e b i r t h o f the Indian N a t i o n . The 
t r i b a l l e a d e r s d e c l a r e d t h e i r indepen
dence from t h e United S t a t e s . I n p r o -
C l a i m i n g t h e independent o g l a l a N a t i o n 
t h e y r e a f f i r m e d t h e i r d e s i r e t o l i v e by 
t h e 1868 F o r t Laramie T r e a t y between t h e 
o g l a l a s i o u x and t h e u n i t e d s t a t e s o f 
America. 

On t h a t same day f o u r men c l a i m i n g 
t o be p o s t a l i n s p e c t o r s e n t e r e d Wounded 
Knee. The o c c u p i e r s soon became s u s p i 
c i o u s o f t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . The f o u r 
men were subsequently disarmed and depor
t e d f r o m Wounded Kneo. Although none of 
t h e t h r e e d e f e n d a n t s were i n v o l v e d i n 
t h e i n c i d e n t , t h e US government c l a i m s 
t h a t t h e y were " t h e l e a d e r s " o f t h e oc
cupation, and t h e r e f o r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
t h e a c t i o n s o f t h e w a r r i o r s . 

STAN HOLDER 
The government's i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f 

Crowdog, Camp, and H o l d e r , a l o n g w i t h 
Pedro B i s s o n e t t e (who was murdered by 
t h e BIA p o l i c e i n October 1973), Dennis 
Banks, Russel Means, and Clyde B e l l e -
c o u r t , as t h e " l e a d e r s h i p " v/as an a t 
tempt t o d i v e r t a t t e n t i o n and r e s o u r c e s 
f r o m t h e supposedly " n o n - l e a d e r s h i p " 
cases. 

A second round o f wounded Knee 
" l e a d e r s h i p " t r i a l s have ended i n Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, Much t o t h e amazement o f 
t h e d e f e n d a n t s and t h e Wounded Knee L e g a l 
Defense O f f e n s e Committee, t h e t h r e e de
f e n d a n t s , Leonard Crowdog; Stan H o l d e r , 
and C a r t e r Camp, were c o n v i c t e d o f armed 
r o b b e r y and a s s a u l t on June 5, 1975. 

P r i o r t o t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n , t h e de
f e n d a n t s had asked, i n p r e - t r i a l m o t i o n , 
t h a t charges be d i s m i s s e d on grounds o f 
s e l e c t i v e p r o s e c u t i o n and government 
misconduct. The judge l i s t e n e d t o t h e 
e v i d e n c e , b u t went ahead and p i c k e d t h e 
j u r y i n one day, w i t h o u t r u l i n g on t h e 
defense m o t i o n s . A l l t h r e e o f t h e de
f e n d a n t s were f a c i n g two f e d e r a l charges; 
i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h " p o s t a l i n s p e c t o r s " and 
a l l e g e d armed r o b b e r y o f US government 
p r o p e r t y ( s e v e r a l p i s t o l s ) f r o m t h e s e 
" p o s t a l i n s p e c t o r s " . The charges stemmed 
fr o m an i n c i d e n t w h i c h o c c u r r e d i n 
Wounded Knee i n March of 1973. 

CARTER CAMP 

LEONARD CROWDOG 
The government's case c o n s i s t e d Of 

c a l l i n g t h e t h r e e p o s t a l i n s p e c t o r s who 
e n t e r e d Wounded Knee. Only two o f t h e 
w i t n e s s e s c o u l d even i d e n t i f y t h e d e f e n 
d a n t s . The government's case was so 
weak t h a t t h e defense r e s t e d w i t h o u t 
p r e s e n t i n g a r e b u t t a l o r c a l l i n g any 
w i t n e s s e s . A f t e r two days o f d e l i b e r a 
t i o n , a c l e a r l y p r e - c o n v i n c e d , r a c i s t 
j u r y r e t u r n e d t h e c o n v i c t i o n v e r d i c t . 

The d e f e n d a n t s , however, l o o k a t t h e 
c o n v i c t i o n i n a p o s i t i v e l i g h t . They 
f e e l t h a t many p e o p l e had f a l l e n i n t o 
r e l y i n g on t h e c o u r t system due t o t h e 
r e c e n t c o u r t v i c t o r i e s i n t h e o t h e r 
Wounded Knee t r i a l s . People had begun 
t o f o r g e t t h a t t h e r e i s no j u s t i c e f o r 
I n d i a n p e o p l e i n t h e US. The r e c e n t 
c o n v i c t i o n s once a g a i n r e a f f i r m t h e need 
t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e 
US government. As d e f e n d a n t C a r t e r Camp 
e x p l a i n e d , "We can s t r u g g l e j u s t as h a r d 
i n t h e p r i s o n s as on t h e s t r e e t s . . . T h i s 
j u s t adds more f u e l t o t h e f i r e o f 
r e v o l u t i o n i n t h i s c o u n t r y . " ^ ^ ^ j . q 
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Collectives and Mass Organizing 
INTRODUCTION 

The focus o f t h i s i s s u e i s on c o l l e c 
t i v e s - what t h e y a r e and how t h e y work. I t 
i s good t o know how t o s t a r t a c o l l e c t i v e 
and how t h e people i n a o o l l e e t i v e s h o u l d 
s t u d y and work w i t h each o t h e r . But t h e 
main purpose f o r any c o l l e c t i v e s h o u l d be 
i t s work w i t h t h e people and t h e i r s t r u g 
g l e s . T h i s i s t h e tocus o f t h i s a r t i c l e , 
we do n o t p a r t i c i p a t e i n r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s t r u g g l e i n o r d e r t o b u i l d c o l l e c t i v e s : we 
b u i l d c o l l e c t i v e s i n o r d e r t o b u i l d r e v o 
l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e . 

s e i z e t h e Time w r o t e t h i s a r t i c l e t o 
h e l p o r g a n i z e r s who a r e i n c o l l e c t i v e s o r 
t r y i n g t o s t a r t c o l l e c t i v e s . We w i l l l o o k 
a t t h e work o f c o l l e c t i v e s i n t h e content 
Of mass s t r u g g l e s and mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
T h i s a r t i c l e was n o t easy t o w r i t e because 
mass movements are even more complex t h a n 
t h e i n t e r n a l w o r k i n g s o f c o l l e c t i v e s . Mass 
movements don't j u s t happen. They have a 
h i s t o r y based i n t h e c o n d i t i o n s of t h e so
c i e t y . I f i t s l e a d e r s h i p i s s t r o n g , a move
ment can change t h e whole s o c i e t y . I n f a c t , 
mass movements a r e t h e b a s i s f o r s o c i a l r e 
v o l u t i o n - an o v e r t h r o w o f t h e o l d o r d e r , a 
b r e a k t h r o u g h i n human h i s t o r y . T h e r e f o r e , 
o r g a n i z e r s s h o u l d t a k e t h i s and any o t h e r 
a r t i c l e as a g u i d e , n o t a b i b l e . C o l l e c t 
i v e s s t i l l have t o t h i n k t h i n g s t h r o u g h f o r 
the m s e l v e s , 

BROAD MASS MOVEMENT AND 
DIFFERENT SECTORS OF PB3PLE 

Take a mass movement l i k e t h e c i v i l ' 
r i g h t s movement or a movement f o r n a t i o n a l 
l i b e r a t i o n . I t expresses a b a s i c idea -
t h a t a l l poeple have equal r i g h t s o r t h a t 
a n a t i o n o f pe o p l e sh o u l d n o t be oppressed 
by any o t h e r n a t i o n . That b a s i c i d e a a f 
f e c t s many people's l i v e s i n many ways, 
economic, s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l . D i f f e r e n t 
c l a s s e s may be i n v o l v e d , and each c l a s s 
w i l l see the s t r u g g l e i n a d i f f e r e n t l i g h t . 
C i v i l r i g h t s means, among many o t h e r t h i n g s , 
s t r i k i n g down s e l e c t i v e v o t e r r e g i s t r a t i o n 
procedures, equal pay f o r equal work, q u a l i t y 
e d u c a t i o n a v a i l a b l e t o a l l c h i l d r e n and 
open h o u s i n g . Working people see c i v i l 
r i g h t s I n t e r m o f j o b d i g n i t y , pay and 
c o n d i t i o n s , l i k e t h e B l a c k garbage workers 
o f Memphis t h a t Dr. K i n g worked w i t h . Pe
t i t e b o u r g e o i s p eople see c i v i l r i g h t s i n 
terras o f government p o s t s , p r o f e s s i o n a l 
e d u c a t i o n o p p o r t u n i t i e s . B l a c k b u s i n e s s e s , 
e t c . N a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n means, among many 
o t h e r t h i n g s , a government r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
o f t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e n a t i o n ' s p e o p l e , an 
end t o t h e r e p r e s s i o n and d e g r a d a t i o n o f a 
people's c u l t u r e , t h r o w i n g o u t t h e m i l i t a r y 
f o r c e s o f t h e opp r e s s o r n a t i o n and c o r r e c 
t i n g t h e underdevelopment o f an unbalanced, 
c o l o n i a l economy c r e a t e d by t h e oppressor's 
greed. A g a i n , d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s w i t h i n a 
n a t i o n w i l l have d i f f e r e n t views o f n a t i o n 
a l l i b e r a t i o n . 

So, a mass movement i n c l u d e s many areas 
o f s t r u g g l e and many people who have d i f 
f e r e n t rcQoons f o r s u p p o r t i n g t h e s t r u g g l e . 
Many tim e s t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s a re g r e a t e-
nough t h a t p e o ple form s e p a r a t e o r g a n i z a 
t i o n s t h a t focus on p a r t i c u l a r a spects o f 
a mass movement. I n many n a t i o n a l l i b e r a 
t i o n s t r u g g l e s , s e p a r a t e mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
commonly e x i s t f o r women, s t u d e n t s , r e l i g i 
ous s e c t s , i n d u s t r i a l workers and peasants 
as w e l l as m i l i t i a s and o t h e r f i g h t i n g u-
n i t s . The make-up and goal s o f these groups 
can l e a d t o g r e a t or s m a l l p o l i t i c a l d i f 
f e r e n c e s . 

The s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n s o f s t r u g g l e 
may make these d i f f e r e n c e s v e r y h a r d t o 
overcome or n o t a g r e a t o b s t a c l e i n work
i n g t o g e t h e r . For example, i n t h i s c o u n t r y 
t h e r e a r e g r e a t d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e immedi
a t e g o a l s o f w h i t e workers and Bl a c k work
e r s . The h i s t o r y o f w h i t e r a c i s m , t h e l a c k 
o f l e a d e r s h i p from t h e l e f t , e s p e c i a l l y 
w h i t e communists, as w e l l as c o n t i n u i n g 
d i f f e r e n c e s i n economic s t a t u s , make these 
d i f f e r e n c e s v e r y h a r d t o overcome d e s p i t e 
t h e f a c t t h a t i n t h e l o n g r u n , b o t h B l a c k 
and w h i t e workers w i l l b e n e f i t from t h e end 
o f B l a c k n a t i o n a l o p p r e s s i o n and U.S. c a p i 
t a l i s m . I f t h e Black l i b e r a t i o n movement 
becomes s t r o n g e r and more u n i f i e d , i f a n t i -
r a c i s t , a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t w h i t e communists 
b e g i n w o r k i n g w i t h t h e masses o f w h i t e work
e r s and i f t h e c u r r e n t economic c r i s i s o f 
America c o n t i n u e s , these d i f f e r e n c e s w i l l 
be e a s i e r t o overcome. 

I f groups can work t o g e t h e r , then t h e i r 
d i f f e r e n c e s may be more l i k e a r e a l i s t i c 
d i v i s i o n o f l a b o r , t h a t reaches and i n v o l 

ves more people i n t h e same b a s i c movement, 
as i s t h e case w i t h t h e many o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
o f t h e N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n F r o n t o f South 
V i e t Nam, 

THE ROLE OF MASS ORGANIZATIONS: 
BROADENING THE STRUGGLE 

Mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e meant t o i n v o l v e 
anyone who has an i n t e r e s t i n t h e s t r u g g l e 
a n d u a n t E t o c o n t r i b u t e I n anyway. Msbo o r 
g a n i z a t i o n s s h o u l d be easy t o j o i n a t some 
l e v e l , People who a r e j u s t s t a r t i n g t o be 
I n v o l v e d , t o underotand why they s h o u l d be 
a c t i v e , s h o u l d be welcome. The y o u t h and 
Other k i n d s o f people who have been e x c l u 
ded from s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y and 
e d u c a t i o n s h o u l d be u e l c o m e ( t h i s i n c l u d e s 
wanen w i t h f a m i l i e s who a r e s t i l l l i m i t e d 
many tim e s t o " c h i l d r e n , k i t c h e n and 
c h u r c h " ) , Mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s Should have 
w e l l - d e f i n e d areas o f work and go a l s so 
t h a t p e o p le can i d e n t i f y , " t h i s i s where I 
can c o n t r i b u t e ; t h i s i s something I knOW 
ab o u t . " 

However, mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s do have l i 
m i t s . They appeal t o a s p e c i f i c segment o f 
s o c i e t y and s e t themselves g o a l s w hich o f 
t e n f a l l s h o r t o f t h e whole movement. There 
a r e o f t e n problems c o o r d i n a t i n g t h e work o f 
many mass o r g a n i s a t i o n f o r t h e b e s t r e s u l t s . 
Sometimes a mass o r g a n i z a t i o n by i t s e l f 
w i l l f a i l t o un d e r s t a n d how changing or 
p o s t p o n i n g one g o a l o r program i s necessary 
t o a c h i e v e ^ g r e a t e r o r l o n g e r - r a n g e g o a l , 
A women's o r g a n i z a t i o n may pursue l e a d e r 
s h i p r o l e s f o r a few women r a t h e r t h a n seek
i n g t h e i n v o l v e m e n t o f many women i n s t r e n 
g t h e n i n g t h e i r f a m i l i e s as a d e f e n s i v e u n i t 
a g a i n s t p o l i c e b r u t a l i t y . 

I n some cases, mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s may 
n o t be a b l e t o respond q u i c k l y and f o r c e 
f u l l y enough t o a s t r u g g l e . An i n c i d e n t may 
to u c h o f f a response among t h e people t h a t 
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s may n o t have a n t i c i p a t e d . 
Or an area o f s t r u g g l e may have many s m a l l , 
weak committees, but no u n i f i e d p o l i t i c a l 
d l r e c t i o n ( I n many p l a c e s , t h e s t r u g g l e o f 
p r i s o n e r s and p o l i t i c a l t r i a l s s u f f e r s 
from t h i s weakness J 

The N a t i o n a l Committee t o Combat Fascism 
was an o r g a n i z a t i o n between t h e g r a s s r o o t s 
community s t r u g g l e s and t h e c o l l e c t i v e s 
o f t h e Panther P a r t y . I n i t a c t i v i s t s 
c o u l d be judged on t h e i r p o t e n t i a l t o be
come Panther Cadre. 

THE ROLE OF COLLECTIVES: 
UNIFYING THE STRUGGLE 

The need f o r c o l l e c t i v e s grows o u t o f 
t h e l i m i t a t i o n s o f mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n 
o r g a n i z i n g t h e s t r u g g l e . I f you l o o k a t t h e 
ex p e r i e n c e o f people who want t o form c o l 
l e c t i v e s o r have formed c o l l e c t i v e s , t h e y 
g e n e r a l l y have had e x p e r i e n c e i n mass o r 
g a n i z a t i o n s , o f t e n as l e a d e r s h i p and/or o r 
g a n i z e r s , C o l l e c t i v e s ( m e a n i n g M a r x i s t - L e n i n 
i s t cadre t y p e c o l l e c t i v e s , n o t w o r k i n g 
committees) a r e formed because; 

1, Advanced people see a need f o r a 
l o n g e r range, broader v i e w o f t h e move
ment t h a n any s i n g l e mass o r g a n i z a t i o n 
o r aspect o f s t r u g g l e would have, i n 
o r d e r t o guide p e o p l e ' s work towards 
t h e same g o a l s . 

2. Being a b l e t o make and implement t h e 
lo n g - r a n g e , broad a n a l y s i s and s t r a t e g y 
t h a t w i l l l i n k and l e a d mass s t r u g g l e s 
t a k e s c o l l e c t i v e e x p e r i e n c e , s t u d y , de
d i c a t i o n , d i s c i p l i n e and s e c u r i t y , 

3, I t i s u n r e a l i s t i c and d e s t r u c t i v e t o 
expect everyone o r even a l a r g e m i n o r i 
t y t o have t h a t l e v e l o f e j q j c r l e n c e and 
d i s c i p l i n e i n o r d e r t o c o n t r i b u t e t o 
t h e s t r u g g l e , Mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e 
meant t o i n v o l v e l a r g e numbers o£ peo
p l e a t whatever l e v e l t h e y can c o n t r i 
b u t e , They s h o u l d n et be asked t e de 
t h a t and the j o b o f cadre c o l l e c t i v e s . 
We have seen many o r g a n i z a t i o n s ( t h e 
B l a c k Panther P a r t y ^ Venoeremos, 
e t c j l f a l l a p a r t , p a r t l y because t h e y 
d i d t r y t o do b o t h . 
The main purpose o f c o l l e c t i v e s and ca

dre o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n a mass movement i s t o 
p r o v i d e a c e n t r a l s t r a t e g y t h a t u n i f i e s a l l 
t h e s e v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f s t r u g g l e s and 
t h e i r mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s t r u g g l e , A c e n t r a l s t r a t e g y i n c l u d e s one 
main g o a l f o r each s p e c i f i c stage o f t h e 
s t r u g g l e , who would be t h e s t r o n g e s t f o r c 
es t o a c h i e v e t h a t g o a l , who would be r e 
l i a b l e r e s e r v e s and on what b a s i s major a l 
l i a n c e s between d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f people 
would be made. W h i l e f o r c e o f c h a r a c t e r , 
d i s c i p l i n e , e t c . a r e e s s e n t i a l , these and 
a l l o t h e r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f good c o l l e c 
t i v e l e a d e r s h i p and good cadre depend on 
t h i s p o l i t i c a l s t r a t e g y b e i n g c o r r e c t f o r 
t h e s t r u g g l e o f t h e p e o p l e . T h i s i s what 
o r g a n i s e r s mean by p r o v i d i n g l e a d e r s h i p t o 
mass s t r u g g l e s . 

But a c o l l e c t i v e can n o t sto p t h e r e , A 
c o l l e c t i v e must make i t s s t r a t e g y a v a i l a b l e . 
I t must t e s t and r e f i n e i t s s t r a t e g y i n ac
t i o n . I t does so by w o r k i n g w i t h t h e l e a d 
i n g p e o p l e o f mass s t r u g g l e s . I n any mass 
s t r u g g l e , t h e r e w i l l be some people who 
have had more e x p e r i e n c e i n o r g a n i z i n g o t h 
e r s and more knowledge o f s t r u g g l e ' s h i s 
t o r y and r e l a t i o n s h i p t o o v e r - a l l c o n d i 
t i o n s . There w i l l be people who become 
known f o r t h e i r d e d i c a t i o n and t h e i r a b i l i 
t y t o f i g u r e out what t o do n e x t . They a r e 
t h e most a c t i v e , m i l i t a n t and d i s c i p l i n e d 
p e o p l e i n a s t r u g g l e . These people form t h e 
the b a s i s o f any c o l l e c t i v e , 

THE RELATIONSHIP OF COLLECTIVES TO MASS 
ORGANIZATIONS AND STRUGGLE 

Forming c o l l e c t i v e s from advanced peo
p l e s h o u l d n ot mean d e s t r o y i n g mass o r g a n i 
z a t i o n s . A c o l l e c t i v e cannot g i v e l e a d e r 
s h i p t o a mass s t r u g g l e by r e c r u i t i n g a l l 
t h e a c t i v e p e o ple as soon as t h e y can say 
"Marxisra-Leninism-Mao tse-Tung Thought" o u t 
o f t h a t s t r u g g l e i n t o c o l l e c t i v e d i s c i p l i n e 
and s t u d y . Nor can t h e c o l l e c t i v e l e a d a 
mass s t r u g g l e by sending i n a l l i t s cadre 
t o t a k e l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n s w i t h o u t r e g a r d 
t o d e v e l o p i n g a c t i v i s t s among t h e p e o p l e . 
E i t h e r approach p r e v e n t s t h e c o l l e c t i v e 
from b e i n g c l o s e l y l i n k e d t o t h e p e o p l e . 
We see many examples o f these e r r o r s . Per
haps i t would be more h e l p f u l t o t a l k about 
an example o f c o r r e c t p r a c t i c e , 

A few B l a c k Panther Chapters i n t h e 
l a t e s i x t i e s d i d f u n c t i o n as cadre c o l l e c 
t i v e s . The BPP cadre would i n v e s t i g a t e a 
community(even i f t h e y were from i t ) , i d e n 
t i f y i t s s t r u g g l e s and t h e most a c t i v e , 
most advanced p e o p l e and b e g i n w o r k i n g w i t h 
t h o s e p e o p l e . The cadre would p r o v i d e g u i 
dance, encouragement and r e s o u r c e s t o th o s e 
a c t i v i s t s . I n some p l a c e s t h e BPP cadre 
h e l p e d "people s e t up a mass o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
t h e N a t i o n a l Committee t o Combat Fascism. 
The Committee had a number o f s p e c i f i c 
programs - B r e a k f a s t f o r C h i l d r e n , a n t i 
d r u g programs, a n t i - p o l i c e b r u t a l i t y o r 
g a n i z i n g , w e l f a r e r i g h t s and community po
l i t i c a l e d u c a t i o n . I n o t h e r p l a c e s , BPP ca
dre worked w i t h e x i s t i n g mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
t o encourage them t o adopt r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s t r u g g l e . Everywhere t h e BPP cadre would 
c l e a r l y express a p o l i t i c a l s t r a t e g y t h a t 
p e o p l e c o u l d use(sometimes i t wasn't enough 
o r i t was wrong, b u t i t was o u t t h e r e f o r 
pe o p l e t o t e s t f o r t h e m s e l v e s ) . That's why 
t h e BPP was r e c o g n i z e d f o r sometime as t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n movement 
i n t h e US. 

A f t e r a p e r i o d o f o b s e r v a t i o n and t e s t 
i n g i n s t r u g g l e , t h e c h a p t e r would approach 
an a c t i v e o r g a n i z e r t o j o i n , b u t o n l y i f 
t h i s s t r e n g t h e n e d t h e o v e r a l l movement and 
d i d n o t s e r i o u s l y i n t e r f e r w i t h t h e a c t i v -
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Ist's r e l a t i o n s h i p t o h i s people. The chap
t e r t o o k a number o f c o n d i t i o n s i n t o account. 
Had t h e person developed enough d i s c i p l i n e 
and p o l i t i c a l knowledge? Had th e s t r u g g l e , 
t h a t he o r she was i n v o l v e d i n , reached a 
l o g i c a l pause? Did he or she s t i l l have 
cotmnlttments t h a t would be d i s r u p t e d by 
c o l l e c t i v e demands? 

Th i s c o l l e c t i v e approach t o l e a d i n g 
mass s t r u g g l e s means t h a t t h e c o l l e c t i v e 
must balance i t s t i m e between in v o l v e m e n t 
m mass s t r u g g l e s and mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
and i t s own s t u d y , d i s c i p l i n e and develop
ment o f s t r a t e g y , Some o r g a n i z a t i o n s l i k e 
t h e Communist P a r t y USA have t h e i r cadre 
almost t o t a l l y i n mass work, These cadre 
e i t h e r express l i t t l e p o l i t i c s or o p p o r t u n 
i s t p o l i t i c s , meaning th e y w i l l o r g a n i z e 
people up t o a p o i n t but f o r what purposeT 
The CPUSA w i l l o r g a n i s e f o r r e f o r m , b ut 
not f o r r e v o l u t i o n . 

Other o r g a n i a a t i o n a spend alomost a l l 
t h e i r t i m e on c o l l e c t i v e s t u d y , forums, i n 
t e r n a l s p l i t s and i d e o l o g i c a l s p l i t s o f t h e 
" M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t " movement. These people 
o r g a n i z e l i t t l e , becuase th e y don't have 
any r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the people who w i l l 
make r e v o l u t i o n . 

The balance between work i n mass s t r u g 
g l e s and I n t e r n a l development i s not some
time we can d e f i n e f o r a l l c o l l e c t i v e s on 
paper - 20 hours f o r one and 15 f o r t h e 
Other, No, t h i s i s something every c o l l e c 
t i v e has t o t h i n k a b o u t , what's g o i n g on 
around i t and where each o f i t s members ar e 
a t p o l i t i c a l l y . I f a l o t o f people i n the 
Tenant's Union you a r e w o r k i n g w i t h j u s t 
got e v i c t i o n n o t i c e s , t h a t ' s not the t i m e 
t o Study "Wage, P r i c e and P r o f i t " ( a book by 
Ma r x ) . On the o t h e r hand, i f your c o l l e c 
t i v e i s w o r k i n g i n any T h i r d W o r l d ( o r w h i t e 
w o r k i n g c l a s s ) community, everyone i n t h e 
c o l l e c t i v e should have a good b a s i c under
s t a n d i n g o f t h e i r people's h i s t o r y y e s t e r 
day i f not sooner. I f you a r e d o i n g work
p l a c e o r g a n i z i n g , Lenin's"What I s To Be 
Done" on th e dangers o f econoralsm i s v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t . I n any ty p e o f o r g a n i e i n g , a l l 
cadre s h o u l d be f a m i l a r w i t h Mao's works 
on mass l i n e and l e a d e r s h i p . 

WHAT KIND OF COLLECTIVE 
People j u s t s t a r t i n g o r t h i n k i n g o f 

c o l l e c t i v e s o f t e n ask how sh o u l d a c o l l e c 
t i v e be o r g a n i z e d . F i r s t , t h e people s t a r t 
i n g t h e c o l l e c t i v e should be v e r y c l e a r on 
whether t h e y need a p r i m a r y or a secondary 
c o l l e c t i v e . A p r i m a r y c o l l e c t i v e means each 
cadre p l a c e s t h i s c o l l e c t i v e ' s p o l i t i c a l 
s t r a t e g y , s t u d y , d i s c i p l i n e and s e c u r i t y 
f i r s t i n o r d e r o f p r i o r i t i e s , T h i s k i n d o f 
c o l l e c t i v e I s the b a s i c u n i t o f a s c i e n t i 
f i c s o c i a l i s t p a r t y . I t s d i s c i p l i n e i s de
m o c r a t i c c e n t r a l l s m ( m e a n i n g f r e e d i s c u s s i o n 
but once a m a j o r i t y p o s i t i o n i s e s t a b l i s h 
ed, t h e m i n o r i t y must c a r r y out t h e d e c i 
s i o n , ) 

A secondary c o l l e c t i v e i s o r g a n i z e d by 
one o r two cadre t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r a number 
o f a c t i v e people w o r k i n g on t h e same p r o 
j e c t . T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l when 
t h e r e a r e 5 t o 8 a c t i v e people s c a t t e r e d 
t h r o u g h o u t a l a r g e f a c t o r y or a u n i o n o r 
an army base, e t c . The r e l a t i o n s h i p o f p r i 
mary c o l l e c t i v e t o secondary would be l i k e 
t h a t o f te a c h e r t o s t u d e n t or p a r e n t t o 
c h i l d . The a l e r t t e a c h e r or p a r e n t must be 
a b l e t o l e a r n from as w e l l as teach t h e 
s t u d e n t or c h i l d . 

The second q u e s t i o n i s : should a c o l 
l e c t i v e be a g e n e r a l c o l l e c t i v e o f o r g a n i 
zers from a v a r i e t y o f s t r u g g l e s ( p r i s o n e r 
s u p p o r t , w o r k p l a c e , c u l t u r a l , women, y o u t h , 
e t c . ) ? T h i s t y p e o f c o l l e c t i v e depends on a 
f a i r l y u n i f o r m l e v e l o f p r a c t i c e and t h e o r y 
among i t s members and i s d e f i n e d by geo
graphy and/or community. OR shou l d t h i s 
c o l l e c t i v e be based on a s i n g l e work area 
( a l l t h e advanced people o f a c u l t u r a l cen
t e r , a people's m e d i c a l program, or i n f a c 
t o r i e s or i n p r i s o n committee work)? 

We shou l d l o o k a t how each typ e o f c o l 
l e c t i v e would r e l a t e t o mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and s t r u g g l e s t b decide which i s b e t t e r a t 
do i n g what k i n d o f t h i n g s . The work focus 
c o l l e c t i v e would be e a s i e r t o b r i n g t o g e t h 
e r . The people are i n v o l v e d i n t h e same 
programs and would p r o b a b l y see each o t h e r 
anyway. The s u b j e c t m a t t e r o f t h e c o l l e c 
t i v e would a l r e a d y be d e f i n e d . But t h a t a l 
so means t h a t people don't have t o develop 
a s t r o n g sense o f d i s c i p l i n e . Uneven d e v e l 
opment between d i f f e r e n t members would be 
more l i k e l y . T h i s c o u l d l e a d t o l a c k o f 
d i s c i p l i n e and th e break-up o f t h e c o l l e c 
t i v e i n t h e l o n g r u n , i f people are asked 
t o do t h i n g s t h e y a r e not sure o f . 

But more i m p o r t a n t , t h i s t y p e o f c o l 
l e c t i v e i s more l i k e l y t o f a l l i n t o a nar
row v i e w o f t h i n g s , s i n c e i t i s n o t based 
on l o o k i n g a t t h e whole movement. I t has 
l e s s l e a d e r s h i p t o o f f e r a mass o r g a n i z a 
t i o n i n t h a t sense. Once t h i s c o l l e c t i v e 
o r g a n i s e s i t s work a r e a , i t w i l l have 
g r e a t d i f f i c u l t i e s l i n k i n g up w i t h o t h e r 
c o l l e c t i v e s and mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t o 
o t h e r areas o f work and p r o v i d i n g them w i t h 
o v e r - a l l p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p . The work f o 
cus c o l l e c t i v e would make a v e r y good sec
ondary c o l l e c t i v e , so l o n g as i t does n o t 
demand t h a t e v e r y member be a h i g h l y exper
i e n c e d and d i s c i p l i n e c a d r e , I t c o u l d h e l p 
c o n s o l i d a t e a spontaneous s t r u g g l e and form 
t h e b e g i n n i n g s o f a mass o r g a n i s a t i o n , 

The g e n e r a l c o l l e c t i v e i s h a r d e r t o 
b r i n g t o g e t h e r . The people would a l l be ac
t i v e o r g a n i z e r s I n many d i f f e r e n t areas o f 
work. But i t can g i v e i t s members and mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s more p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p i n 
the o v e r - a l l s t r e t e g y o f t h e movement. I t 
has l e s s danger o f b e i n g narrow-minded and 
be i n g viewed as a c l i q u e by o t h e r s . But i t 
must be c a r e f u l n o t t o o v e r l o a d i t s members 
w i t h s t u d y , meetings and mass work. The 

many more k i n d s o f mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n 
v o l v e d i n t h i s s t r u g g l e t h a n i n a " p u r e l y " 
p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n . G e n e r a l l y an umbrel
l a o r g a n i z a t i o n i s formed t o a i d t h e s t r u g 
g l e . I t i s c a l l e d a " N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n 
F r o n t " . Because a F r o n t needs t o have a 
c l e a r s t r a t e g y t o u n i t e broad segments o f a 
s o c i e t y , t h e r e l e o f cadre c o l l e c t i v e s i s 
v i t a l . Not o n l y t h a t , these c o l l e c t i v e s 
must r e p r e s e n t a d e d i c a t e d , o r g a n i z e d and 
ex p e r i e n c e d p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . 

SUMMARY 
Mao sums up the r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

c o l l e c t i v e s and cadre o r g a n i s a t i o n s t o mass 
s t r u g g l e s by s a y i n g , " i t i s e s s e n t i a l f o r 
t h e success o f the r e c t i f i c a t i o n t h a t a 
l e a d i n g group sh o u l d be formed i n each u n i t 
i n t h e course o f t h e movement, made up o f a 
s m a l l number o f a c t i v i s t s and w i t h the 
heads o£ t h e g i v e n u n i t as i t s n u c l e u s , and 
t h a t t h i s l e a d i n g group sh o u l d l i n k i t s e l f 
c l o s e l y w i t h the masses t a k i n g p a r t i n t h e 
movement. However a c t i v e t h e l e a d i n g group 
may be, i t s a c t i v i t y w i l l amount t o f r u i t 
l e s s e f f o r t by a h a n d f u l o f people u n l e s s 
combined w i t h the a c t i v i t y o f t h e masses. 

CADRE DOING SELF-DEFENSE 

c o l l e c t i v e s h o u l d remember t h a t people need 
t o h o l d down a r e g u l a r j o b and/or s c h o o l i n g 
p l u s keep i n t o u c h s o c i a l l y w i t h t h e i r 
n e i g h b o r s and f r i e n d s . The g e n e r a l c o l l e c 
t i v e a l s o has a p o t e n t i a l f o r l i n k i n g t h e 
work o f s e v e r a l mass o r g a n i s a t i o n s and p r o 
v i d i n g them w i t h p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p . T h i s 
p o i n t i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t , because thes e 
l i n k s w i l l form t h e b a s i s f o r u n i t e d f r o n t s 
( w i t h i n oppressed i n t e r n a l c o l o n i e s ) and 
f o r p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . I n t h e l o n g r u n , t h e 
g e n e r a l t y p e c o l l e c t i v e i s b e t t e r a b l e t o 
be a p r i m a r y c o l l e c t i v e . T h i s i s e x a c t l y 
t h e k i n d o f o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t r e v o l u t i o n i n 
t h i s c o u n t r y needs now, 

THE IMPORTAMCE OF INFORMATION/COMMUNICATION 
There i s one s p e c i f i c e x c e p t i o n t o t h e 

g e n e r a l c o l l e c t i v e - propaganda c o l l e c t i v e s . 
T h i s i s because o f th e n a t u r e o f propaganda 
work. I t focuses on communications t h a t 
w i l l l i n k and b e n e f i t many typ e s Of S t r u g 
g l e . Members o f propaganda c o l l e c t i v e s have 
t o become f a m i l a r w i t h many o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and s t r u g g l e s . They must be a b l e t o work 
w i t h many typ e s o f people i n o r d e r t o c o l 
l e c t i n f o r m a t i o n , svrni up e x p e r i e n c e , w r i t e 
a r t i c l e s and be un d e r s t o o d by many k i n d s o f 
pe o p l e . They a l s o must develop an o v e r - a l l 
v i e w o f t h e whole movement i n o r d e r t o 
judge t h e importance and c o n t e n t o f i n d i v i 
d u a l a r t i c l e s , speeches, e t c . 

Communications, however, s h o u l d n o t be 
j u s t t h e j o b o f propaganda c o l l e c t i v e s . Com
m u n i c a t i o n s are key t o any c o l l e c t i v e ' s 
work w i t h mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s and th e people. 
A t t e n t i o n p a i d communication shows you r e 
spect people enough t o keep them aware and 
t o t a k e t h e i r o p i n i o n s and s u g g e s t i o n s i n t o 
a c c o u n t . Good communications h e l p s t o d i 
v i d e up t h e work by i n v o l v i n g more p e o p l e , 
y e t a l s o keeps t h e work u n i f i e d . I f your 
c o l l e c t i v e i s w o r k i n g w i t h a l a r g e mass o r 
g a n i z a t i o n s , you s h o u l d n o t o n l y t a l k w i t h 
t h o s e people d i r e c t l y concerned w i t h an as
p e c t o f work. Your c o l l e c t i v e s h o u l d a l s o 
work w i t h t h e c e n t r a l o r area l e a d e r s h i p o f 
the mass o r g a n i z a t i o n t o keep them i n f o r m e d 
and r e s p o n s i b l e . T h i s way you h e l p t o s t r e n 
gthen t h e u n i t y and l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

COLLECTIVES AND NATIONAL LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS 

L a s t l y , i n n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g 
g l e s , c o l l e c t i v e s have a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i 
b i l i t y i n mass o r g a n i z i n g . For example, a-
raong B l a c k p e o p l e , s e v e r a l c l a s s e s w i l l be
n e f i t by r e v o l u t i o n and have s u p p o r t e d r e -
v o l u t i o n a r v a r t i n n s TVn' q moanc l̂̂«>̂-«> o»-o 

On t h e o t h e r hand, i f t h e masses a l o n e a r e 
a c t i v e w i t h o u t a s t r o n g l e a d i n g group t o 
o r g a n i z e t h e i r a c t i v i t y p r o p e r l y , such ac
t i v i t y cannot be s u s t a i n e d l o n g , o r c a r r i e d 
f o r w a r d i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n , o r r a i s e d 
t o a h i g h l e v e l . The masses i n any g i v e n 
p l a c e a r e g e n e r a l l y composed o f t h r e e p a r t s , 
t h e r e l a t i v e l y a c t i v e , t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e and 
the r e l a t i v e l y backward. The l e a d e r s must 
t h e r e f o r e be s k i l l e d i n u n i ' t l n g t h e s m a l l 
number o f a c t i v e leements around t h e l e a d 
e r s h i p and must r e l y on them t o r a i s e t h e 
l e v e l o f t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e elements and t o 
w i n over t h e backward elements. A l e a d i n g 
group t h a t i s g e n u i n e l y u n i t e d and l i n k e d 
w i t h t h e masses can be formed o n l y g r a d u a l 
l y i n t h e process o f mass s t r u g g l e , and no t 
i n i s o l a t i o n from i t . " 

N.Y. FIVE BREAK DE CHAINS 

The t r i a l o f f i v e b r o t h e r s i n 
New York charged w i t h t h e a.qsasslnatlon 
o f two p o l i c e o f f i c e r s i n 1971, r e c e n t l y 
ended w i t h a g u i l t y v e r d i c t f o r t h r e e o f 
them. 

A l b e r t Washington, Herman B e l l , and 
Anthony Bottom were c o n v i c t e d by a j u r y 
d e f i n i t e l y n o t o f t h e i r peers and sentenced 
t o 25 ye a r s t o l i f e i n p r i s o n . 

G a b r i e l and F r a n c i s c o T o r r e s , two 
b r o t h e r s a l s o t r i e d i n t h a t case, were 
a c q u i t t e d . T h e i r a c q u i t t a l was a t a c t i c a l 
move by t h e ju d g e t o i n s u r e t h a t someone 
was c o n v i c t e d i n t h a t case, A t r i a l l a s t 
y e a r ended i n a hung j u r y , w i t h a m a j o r i 
t y o f j u r o r s v o t i n g f o r a c q u i t t a l on most 
o f t h e b r o t h e r s . 

The F i v e were charged w i t h t h e assas
s i n a t i o n o f two New York p o l i c e o f f i c e r s 
t h a t were ambushed near a h o u s i n g p r o j e c t 
i n Harlem on May 2 1 , 1971. The B l a c k 
L i b e r a t i o n Army c l a i m e d c r e d i t f o r t h e ex
e c u t i o n s i n a communique r e l e a s e d a few 
days l a t e r , e x p l a n i n g t h a t t h e a c t s were 
i n r e t a l i a t i o n f o r crimes committed 
a g a i n s t t h e B l a c k community. 

S e v e r a l months l a t e r , a t t h e end o f 
summer 1971, Anthony Bottom and A l b e r t 
Washington were a r r e s t e d i n San F r a n 
c i s c o , C a l i f o r n i a . F o l l o w i n g t h e machine 
gunning o f two p o l i c e o f f i c e r s . They 
were c o n v i c t e d o f a t t e m p t e d murder and 
sentenced t o l i f e i n p r i s o n i n C a l i f -
r\rr\ i o 



PROBLEMS OF CADRES AND ORGANIZATION***LE DUAN 
After the Party has worked out a correct political 

line, organizational work in general, and cadre work 
in particular, arc decisive factors for success in the 
revo lut ionary tasks. 

In what follows, I shall be dealing chiefly with the 
problem of cadres, and. in relation to this problem, I 
shall be discussing only some of the most important 
aspects. With regard to organisation, I shall mainly 
bo diecueeing fundamQntal aspects related to the study 
and solution of the cadre problem. 

THE BUILDING OF A CONTINGENT OF CADRES 
ilUST PROCEED FROM THE POLITICAL 

LINE AND TASKS 

Cadre policy, if it is to be correct, must proceed 
fully from the requirements of the revolutionary 
tasks. The revolution needs a contingent of cadres isho 
are eqml to their •political tnsks. with regard, to their 
nvmbcr and quality as well as to their composition, a 
contingent of cadres capable of fulfilling to the highest 
degree the requirements of the political tasks in each period. 

Complete loyalty to the ideals of socialism and 
communism, to the interests of the working class and 
the nation, to the political line of the P a r t y ; 
the severest sense of organisation and disci
pline : close contacts with the masses: and the 
ability to fulfil the tasks assigned—these are funda
mental, uymaryina requirements in the qualifications 
of cadres, in whatever period. Navcrtholess, from the 
national democratic stage to the socialist stage, the 
revolution obviously undergoes basic changes in its 
character and tasks. That is why wc cannot stop at 
general principles when tackling the problem of 
cadres. 

In the national democratic revolution, which was 
a long and arduous process comprising r-pn.ny stages 
and involving many forms of activity, sometimes 
underground, sometimes legal, sometimes armed 
struggle, sometimes political struggle, and often 
with a highly diverse combination of many forms of 
struggle at the same time, our Party trained b a t c h 
after batch of cadres who lived up to President IIo 
Chi i\Iinh'3 teaching: " B e true to the Party and 
loyal to the people, fulfil any task, overcome any 
difficulty, and defeat any enemy." 

I. K e l a f i o n j h i p bs-
t w o e n cadre f and the 
p o l i t i c a l l i n e a n d t a s k s . 

A wise political line^ pro
duces good cadres. Cadres 
arc trained and mature under 
a wise line. On the other 

hand, tlicy talic part in ilu making and devdopmeni 
of the line. They ensure the realisnlion of the line. 
Without competent cadres, even though Wc have 

worked out a line, it will be useless. If cadres arc 
bad, they will damage the line itself. If cadre.-; are 
good and able, they not only help to carry out tlic 
line creatively hut also contribute to its development, 

Of course, a wise line 
alone cannot exclude the possibility of wrongdoing and 
degradation on the part of cadres bocauso whether a 
cadre acts rightly or wrongly, is good or bad, depends 
on many other factors than the line, including his 
personal attributes. However, a correct line is the 
basic condition in bringing the revolutionary tasks 
to success, and as sucli i t produces one batch after 
another of good cadres and keeps to a minimum the 
possibility of cadres committing errors in political 
orientation. To bo sure, in a revolutionary movement 
it is hardly possible to prevent a few bad, opportunist 
clcnients from infiltrating into tlie revolutionary 
ranks. However, if wc have a strong mass movement 
arising from and developing along a correct line, 
and if the majority of our cadres stand firmly on 
this correct line, noxious tendencies not only have 
little chance of swaying our cadres but also are very 
likely themselves to be swept aside. But the picture 
wni be quite different if errors are committed in the 
political line. A wrong line wil l take the cadres away 
from a correct direction, throw confusion into their 
ranks, and push numbers of them into wrongdoing. 
Of course, in such situations, there arc always those 
ivho are alert enough to tell right from wrong and 
are able to defend the truth. But to bring the move
ment back on to the right path, the revolution must 

Le Duan, F i r s t S e c r e t a r y o f t h e Vietnamese Workers' P a r t y 
r e v i e w i n g t r o o p s i n t h e Democratic R e p u b l i c o f Vi e t n a m * * * 

pay what is sometimes a very higli price, including 
i n terms of cadres, the most valuable asset of the 
revolution. 

Cadres are the people who organize the fulfil
ment of the line. Thus it is clear that cadres decide 
the success or f a i l u r e of a line. B y creatively and 
fruitfully organizing the application of the l i n e , a n d 
bringing into play the abundant experience they 
have accumulated, cadres not o!dy translate the line 
into reality but also positively contribute to the 
improvement, development and concrctization of the 
line. And this is an extremely important, a prime 
reqtiiremcni o( any cadre. \YG witness at any given 
moment, every day and every hour, the emergence of 
new problems to which the Party must provide cor
rect answers. Any cadre who docs not grasp this 
reality, who is not sensitive to the new, who docs 
not take pains to think, to make efforts to under, 
stand the realities, who lacks the abihty to think i n 
dependently and creatively in the process of applying 
the Party line and policies, is not a good cadre. 
Sooner or later he wil l be outstripped by life, Lenin 
s a i d ; " I n our struggle we must remember that 
communists must bo able to reason. They may be 
perfectly familiar with the revolutionary struggle 
and with the state of the revolutionary movement 
al l over the world : but if we are to extricate our
selves from desperate poverty and want we need 
culture, integrity and an ahility to reason" 

7. Class s tand and 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y qua l i t i es 

In t h e J Iarx is t -Lehinis t 
view, the inevitable success 
of socialism does not stem 

from the natural disposition of man or from some 
moral principles, but from objective laws of devel
opment of society. Tlie Party line is actually 
the reflection and application of the laws which 
have been enunciated in tlic j\Iarx'ist-Lcninist doc
trine. The socialism wo arc iiuilding can be ^chicvcd 
only on the basis of those laws, on the principles of 
Marrxism Leninism. That is our class stand, the foun
dation of our concept of morality. 

Our class statid ahd the whole of our morality 
consist in struggling with self-denial for national 
indopondonco, for the welfare and happiness of our 
people, for socialism and communism. In the past. 
this stand and morality consisted in struggling to 

A l l lines and policies of our Party are aimed at 
this objective. That is why our class stand, our moral
ity, actually consists in struggling for the successful 
realization of the line and policies as well as all tasks 
laid doien by the Party. 

Class stand should not be understood in an intui
tive and spontaneous way. The workers themselves, 
if their movement grows out of sheer spontaneity, 

cannot have a working-class stand They can, at 
best, achieve trade union consciousness and trade 
unionism — which stops at economic interests of an 
immediate, partial and professional character. Trade 
unionism is, in Lenin's words, "the ideological enslave
ment of^.he workers by the bourgeoisie." (i) 

7i'c must grasp class stand from 
a concHte, historicrJ f>nini of vicK'. 

It 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N A N D C A D R E S 

I . I ta la t ienx f i ip 
bsrween cadres 
a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n 

• L6 Diiiin : Miiji van iii can bfi va vi to chi'rc Ironfj 
each manij xa Iwi chii nghla. Sir That Publishing House, 
Hunoi, 1073, Second cilition. 

We have discussed the 
relationship between cadres 
and the political hne and 
tasks. The problem of 

cadres must also be examined in the context of 
the close relationship between cadres and organi
zation. 

We cannot conceive of a cadre outside the organi
sation because the cadre an element of the organi
zation. The cadre lives in a definite organization, i n 
the apparatus whereby an organization operates. 
Organization is formed b y man. Man is tlic main 
component factor of an organization. An organization 
cannot operate without man. A product of man, an 
organisation cannot hut depend on man, on his qualities 
and capaciiies of action. On the oUi^r hand, after 
organization has haconis a quantity existing in its 
m:»i right and has strncli deep roots Ui life, organisation 
in its turn has a deciiive effect on man. I t determines 
who wil l do what, what position and function he 
should hold i n the apparatus of activity. It defines 
beforehand the direction and objective of man's 
actions. It directs man and obliges hirn to act one 
way instead of another. Organization, in its activity, 
brings forth i n man definite characteristics and 
qualities. I t trains man. The capacities and effective
ness of man's activity depend on organization. Or-
gc-ntzation increases man's strength manyfold. Organi
zation creates a new quality. Marx v/rotc : " J u s t a 
the combat strength of a cavalry unit or the resit,, 
ancc of an infantry battalion differs i n substance 
from the sum total of the individual strength of each 

ca^•nllYmiln or each separate combatant, 11 
total of the mechanical strength of each si 
worker al?o differs from the mechanical s i : ' . 
created WllCn tlicy Wflrk i n co-ordmation ni • . 
same time ni the same indivisible work... T . - ^ ' 
1cm 13 not only to increase individual prodactivuy, 
but also to use cooperative methods to create a rev,' 
production force that operates as a sin.glc. collective 
force . " (I). 

A l l this is directly related to the examination and 
resolution of the problem of cadres. For instance, 
in looking for the strong points and weaknesses cf 
Party cadres and mcTibcis, if we confine ourselves 
to examining their ideological qualities and assess
ing their ideological standard separately from the 
question of organization, if we fail to see the influ
ence and impact of organization on cadres, then wc 
are overlooking one main ground for the correct 
examination and resolution of the cadre problem. 

A strong Party branch and a strong Party executive 
committee give rise to strong Party members and 
cadres. Wherever the Party brancli and committee 
are rickety, the Party members and cadres find 
their fighting strcngtli reduced and are prone to 
degeneration ,and backsliding. Of cou'sc, the 
reverse i n this case is complc'Lcly true, because 
i n their relations with the organization, Party cadres 
and members arc at the same time the effect and 
the cause. However, even if this or that individual is 

the cause of the siiakincss of the organization, the 
question still rem.ains essentially a question of organi
zation. Because t'liose individuals w\w are members of 

[ I ) V . I . Lenin : op. cit., Vol . 5, p. 384. 
{1) K a r l iMar.-i: Cupi'/n/. (In Victiijimcsc), SH That Pub

lishing Hduse, Hanoi, igO.n. V o l . 2, pp. 22, 23. 
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tl:e orgatti-.alion, hwi have thought and actca contrary 
to its requirements, have done so because tlic organi
zation cither laclcs the necessary guarantees in crite
ria or the necessary rules for activity and behaviour 
or is not strong enough to compel the individuals 
concerned to comply with the norms, rules and deci
sions of the organization. That is why, m any case, 
ti'i must proceed [yom orgainsntion in exnminc mid resol
ve the question. 

Man's strength lies in his organization. Only 
within and through organization and through 
relationships with other persons and roalitieg 
can a man .show what ho is and what he is 
capable of, Of course, we catihoi conceive mah 
as part of a maoLiue. Mah is ah ehtiiy ehdowed 
with conscience, wil l , dynamism and initiative, and 

each man has his own character and capabilities. 
That is why it cannot be said that an organization 
has no room for the role of the individual, i f each 
person is a cipher, the organization itself cannot 
exist because an organization is actually the com
bination of many persons. In fact, how can there be 
the "collective capac i ty" (Marx) of the organization 
without the effectiveness of each person ? Obviously, 
there must be strong people if tlic organization is 
to be strong, and there must be good people if the 
organization is to be good. On the other hand, this 
fundamental point must be made clear ; the strength 
of a pcr.son lies in organization and organization 
creates a ixw strength which differs completely in 
quality from the sinn of the strength of separate 
persons. The dialectic in this case consists in the 
fcllowing ; a slro)is organization ensures the strength oj 
each person and the strength of each person makes the 
Strength 0/ the or^armalion. 

To do cadre work well is tn place a cadre in his 
riglU place and promote him al the right time, and 
place him in^ the most appropriate conditions oj organi-
znlwii U'hich icill eiinhle Jiim to give full play to his 
talents and creativity as required by the revoUUiouary 
tasks. And tliis is actually to increase tjie strength oj 
organi:alioii because Ihc strength oj organization makes 
itscU jell tJtrough the active and creative work of each 
person a-rul constitutes a collective, ori^anized force. 

In an organization where functions and tasks 
»fc . :c th'»- distrib-.-.;ion of work 

IS i n ...crc norms of work and the 
.iliiicalion of responsibility arc not well defined, 
wiicrc the relationship at;d cohesion among the 
\arinus conipnncnt parts nr their homogeneity arc 
hcklng, ,-iny pcr.ion in it Avill tend to become 
impotent and incfiicicnt because it is a weak organ
ization. An individual, detached from his organi
zation, is capable of iiothing. l i i an organization 
which IS an organic whole, the strong points of each 
pcrsoi; Will be multiplied wliile his weak points 
W i l l be limited and overcome and each person wil l 
think and act with all the moral and physical 
strength of the organization. Organization helps 
"eliminate the limitations .springing from indivi
duals and develop their collective capacities" ( i ) . 
If the whole bodjr i.>i strong, every organ and every 
cell will iiLso be s t r o n g ai-cl v i ce v e r s a . 
1. c a d r o u »K. Cadre work is, in its cs-
f i r . t ^ and f o r e m o s t ^^^^^^ organizational work 
t ask In o r g a n i z a t i o n a l , t 
^^^^ and It 15 precisely because 

of the need for organiza
tion, and. in view of tha 

necessity to ensure the highest ejjiciency oj leadership 
and management that we mint do cadre work well, 
considering it as the jirst and joyemost task of organiza
tional xaork. 

Cadre work must be done in meticulous,careful and 
tliorough manner because men, cadres, are the soul 
and the motive force of organization. Mow many 
cadres and what kinds of cadres are needed for sucli 
and such an organization with sueli and such tasks? 
Tliat is the starting point for reaching judicious deci
sions on cadres. So far, in many car,os, we have not 
acted exactly in tliis wny. Often we make overstate
ments or understatements, we make inordinate infer-
er:ces or omissions when assessing a cadre. We use 
generalities to assess the qualities and capabilities of a 
cadre ai;d finish up b y t a k i n g i n a man who cannot do 
the job. In some instances, v/e do not even proceed 
fron.i the job and organization to place men, but instead 
cveale jobs and orgaiuz;itions out of tlic need to place 
men. Such humps are still on our backs. 

3. Co Icc t i vo me lhod 
of w o r k ond i n d i v i d u . 
ol r « i p » n > i b i l i t y 

Each cadre liolds a 
definite position of work 
in his organization, in the 
leading and managerial 

appjirat u . Whether each cadre fulfils his responsi-

(1) K. M-rx : »p. tU.. Vol. 2, p. j ; . 

bility or not naturally influences the common activity 
of the whole organization, the whole apparatus. If 
he docs his work well, the effectiveness and strength 
of the whole organization will increase accordingly. 
Conversely.if he works poorly, the effectiveness and 
strength of the whole organization suffers. Here, wc 
must point out that the role of tliosc who head an 
organization, the leaders, is very great and has a decisive 
character. That is why they must meet very higli 
requirements. The leaders must embody loyalty and 
dedication in the implementation of the line and 
poUoios of the Party and State and must have the 
necessary capa bdities and determination to bring 
these line and policies into effect. T h c y must havG 
rich experience, foresight and aliveness to the new, 
a creative, imaginative mind to combine collective 
leadership with the ability to make clearsighted 
decisions on the basis of a deep knov,'lcdge of the 
tasks assigned and a firm gra.sp of the situation. With 
high determination to achieve the set objective, 
leaders must have the capability to organize and 
mobilize their collaborators and the masses to follow 
suit. They must show a high sense of rospon ibility, 
great determination and a principled attitude in 
handhng aifairs. Thcy must take into account and 
really respect the opinion of others, and calmly listen 
to the .suggestions of the masses even if they do not 
agree with them, They must have a generous attitude 
toward others, and a high sense of self-criticism, 
must dare to admit their errors and mistakes and 
have the determination to correct thom. These are 
indispensable qualities in leaders. If they possess 

those qualities, leaders wi l l enjoy the necessary 
prestige and trust without Which thoy CanhOt I C l d . 

The capability and offectivcnGiis nf tlio leadership 
directly depend on whellier or not the leaders can 
build a united and like-minded COUCCHJC around 
themselves, In thi.s coUoctive, each cadre must have 
a profound sense of being the collective master, a 
liigh sense of responsibility toward the common cause 
and place common interests first. While putting all 
his mind and energies in service of the common 
success of the collective organization and clearly 
realizing his function and role in the common 
cause, e.ach cadre must accomplish, his personal 
responsibility assigned by the organb'.ation with his 
greatest efforts and with self-imposed discipline. 
Concern for the common objective, the common inter
est, the common cause, must be manifested first of all 
in the full execution of his personal responsibility. 
Whether this personal responsibility is accomplished 
or not is the first criterion in appraising the contri
bution of each to the common cause. At the same 
time, each must clo-icly cc-operaie with others in the 
working collective. An organization, by definition, is 
a coUcctivo, a working collective in wliich every 
member needs the others, the one working with and 
for the otliers with the aim of achieving a cause which 
transcends the capabilities of each separate individual. 
Co-operation tliercfore is essential, 

Co-operation is effected first^ of all through the 
accomplishment by each member of his personal 
responsibility because the non-accoraplishmcnt of the 

task of one person immediately affects tlic acconiphsh-
ment of the tasks of uthcra, In an organization, if 
every member needs the cooperation of otliers, it is 
because of tlic organic interrelation among the 
various parte of the work as parts of ono and the 
same whole. Distribution of work implies in itself 
co-operation, and inversely co-operation implies a 
distribution of work. The question is to understand 
tlus relationship and to put it fully into practice in 
our work. \Vhile accomplishing his task, each must 
show concern for the others and help them accomplish 
their tasks. Bound together by a common objective — 
in the broadest sense, the objective of the entire 
society and, in the narrower sense, the objective of 
the organization in which thcy work — everybody in 
the collective should be animated by mutual affection, 
without which there can be no co-operation and 
joint efforts in the struggle for the triumph of the 
common cause. We must rejoice at the successes of 
our comrades as at our own and concern ourselves 
with the difficulties of our comrades as with our own. 
We must rejoice at the progress of our friends and 
comrades as at our own ; and we should never be 
motivated by personal ambition and calculations of 
rivalry and jealousy. Those are decisive factors for 
building a really intimate and united collective. And 
such an intimate and united collective is actually the 
strength of the organization. With such a strength, no 
task is unrealizable and no difficulty insurmountable. 
Struggle and mutual love are the raison d'etre of man 

and, in the first place, of revolutionary cadres. 

4. Our s t r e n g t h l ios Wc cannot speak of cadros 
in our o r g a n i s a t i o n whhout spcakillg of organ

ization, I-Jowcvcr, organi
zation is ah extremely complex question. 
Organizing in the most effective way requires 
a whole science, the science of organization. 
Wc cannot organize in any way we fancy. 
Organization has its own laws. An organization is 
created to ensure the realization of the political 
lino and tasks. Accordingly, any organization must 
conform with the political line and respond to the 
requirements of the realization of the political tasks, 
Aiiy orgalnaatioii must also suit the objcctis to bo 
organized alid the areas in ' which iho organization 
wants to exert its influence. Different spheres of 
activity require different forms of organization. For 
instance, in productive activity, the objects of 
organization are the working people and the means and 
objects of labour, whereas in fighting, the objects of 
organization arc the combatants, weapons and arma
ments, and the objective is to defeat an organized 
and armed enemy engaged in a lifc-and-dcath struggle 
with us. Each .spliere of activity has its specific laws, 
Obviously, economic laws differ from the laws of 
war, Accordingly, the organization and methods 
of organization in different spheres of activity cannot 
but differ among themselves. The forms of organi
zation also vary with the period, depending on the 
level and extent of development of tlie objects of 
organization, Things and social and economic 
processes arc developing unceasingly and the role of 
organizaTion consists in vigorously promoting this 
dcvciopincnt. Therefore, organization must bo very 
dynamic and flexible at tho samo time. An ergam-
zatiojj can give full .scope to its strength only when 
it fully corresponds with its objects and the laws 
of development of its objects. When it does not, 
organization may seriously hamper the development 
of its objects. An organization may be cither highly 
revolutionary or highly conservative. It is most revo
lutionary when it fully corresponds with the needs 
of life. It is most conservative when it develops a 
tendency to inertia while life is constantly changing 
and moving forward. The big industrial organization 
has a highly revolutionary character xchereas ihc handi
craft organization has a highly conservative clin?acter. 

We should ponder over and draw the necessary 
lessons from the following words of Lenin : " G i v e us 
an organization of revolutionaries, and we wil l 
overturn Russia . " ( i ) He also said : " I n its strug
gle for pov/er, the prolctr.viat has no other wea
pon but organization."(2) Once, Lenin put it in 
an even more imperative v/ay, stressing that the 

1, V . I , Loniii, op.cit.. Vol . 5, p. .tO?. 
2. V . I . Lenin. op.iil.,Vo\. 7, p. 415. 

whole task is to "organize, organize and organize." (i) 
.After power has passed into the hands of the revo
lution, Lenin pointed out that " t h e most impor
tant and most difficult aspect of the socialist revolu
tion is the tasks of organization," (2) 

5. If is necessary to 
muUe ideology and orga
nization into ono 

We should get r id of 
our inveterate habit of 
talking of ideology alone 
(and in many cases wc 

do not understand corrcctl}' what ideology actually 
mcau.s) and seldom speaking of organization.To carry 
out revolution wc must have a revolutionary ideology 
and also a revolutionary organization. Organization 
ensures tlie realization of ideology. Organization en
sures that words are matched by deeds. If we speak 
of ideohigy without speaking of organization, that is 
mere empty tlieorising and empty morality without 
any practical effect. That is tho inherent defect of 
petty-bourgeois intellectuals and Confucian scholars. 
Practising means organizing. If we w.ant to practise 
anything, wo must have an organization and must 
make ideology one xaith organization. I t is actually out 
of the r.ocds of action, of tho needs of revolutionary 
practice that we must have a revolutionary ideology. 
No revolutionary movement can take place without 
being prepared and promoted by ideological cam
paigns. The deeper tlie revolutionary changes we 
want to effect, the deeper and more extensive the 
ideological campaigns we must undertake. Without 

revolutionary theory and revolutionary idcoloi;y, 
there can be no revolutionary actions. However, 
theory and ideology alone are absolutely insufficient. 
As K a r l Marx pointed out, "Ideology is es.=-,cn-
tially incapable of achieving anything. 

I . V . I . L e n i n , op-ci;„ Vol tj, ?• 55' Cor>-t. "to Pg. D 
I . V . I . Lenin, ci/>-cit.. Vol 27, p. 237. 
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FACE C 

What Does "Collective" Mean? 
T h i s a r t i c l e was w r i t t e n by t h e Chicane 
Communication Center. We r e p r i n t I t here 
as an e x c e l l e n t g u i d e t o o r g a n i s e r s on t h e 
n a t u r e o f c o l l e c t i v e s , Groups I n t e r e s t e d 
i n f o r m i n g c o l l e c t i v e s s h o u l d do f u r t h e r 
Study on dem o c r a t i c c e n t r a l i s m and organ-
i a a t i o n a l forms c o m p r i s i n g o f more than 
one c o l l e c t i v e . 

One o f t h e main q u e s t i o n s f o r o r g a n i s 
ers i s , how t o o r g a n i z e o u r s e l v e s ? T h i s i s 
a v e r y i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n , because i f we 
cannot do a good j o b i n s i d e our own groups, 
how can we do a good Job w i t h anyone? I t i s 
a l s o a v e r y b a s i c q u e s t i o n because i t con
cerns t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h e INDIVIDUAL t o 
the GROUP. 

The answer t o t h i s q u e s t i o n l i e s i n t h e 
g e n e r a l , o v e r a l l p o l i t i c s o f t h e group. I f 
th e group i s committed t o changing t h e ca
p i t a l i s t system, t h e n i t w i l l need an i n 
t e r n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o r s t r u c t u r e which w i l l 
advance t h a t process o f change, i t w i l l 
need t o o r g a n i z e I t s e l f so as t o advance 
th e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e oppressed and e x p l o i 
t e d . 

Today, Chicanes and o t h e r s a r e t a l k i n g 
about b e i n g " c o l l e c t i v e " . What does t h i s 
mean? A c o l l e c t i v e , or c o l l e c t i v o , i s a 
s m a l l group o f p e o p l e ( u s u a l l y about 5 t o 
10) who share t h e same g o a l s , p r i n c i p l e s 
and work. Among these p r i n c i p l e s , t h e most 
i m p o r t a n t I s t o serve the people(meaning 
the poor and w o r k i n g - c l a s s m a j o r i t y ) . T h i s 
i s t h e b a s i c p r i n c i p l e and e v e r y t h i n g i s 
b u i l t on t h i s p r i n c i p l e o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
t o t h e p e o p l e . 

T h e r e f o r e , members o f t h e c o l l e c t i v e 
f e e l r e s p o n s i b l e f o r each o t h e r and a c t ac
c o r d i n g l y . T h e r e f o r e , everyone's o p i n i o n i s 
t a k e n i n t o account when a d e c i s i o n i s made. 
There ia no pyramid s t r u c t u r e , w i t h l e a d e r s 
a t t h e t o p l o o k i n g down on t h e group. I n 
f o r m a t i o n i s shared among everyone, n o t 
c o n t r o l l e d by a few. A c o l l e c t i v e i s a r e 
v o l u t i o n a r y FAMILIA, 

To t h i n k and a c t i n a c o l l e c t i v e way i s 
the o p p o s i t e o f c a p i t a l i s t t h i n k i n g , w h i c h 
teaches us t h a t each person i e a se p a r a t e 
i n d i v i d u a l whose l i f e I s n o t b a s i c a l l y l i n k 
ed t o o t h e r people's l i v e s . The i n d i v i d u a l 
l o o k out p r i m a r i l y f o r h i m s e l f / h e r s e l f and 
h i s / h e r p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y ( w h l c h i n c l u d e s 
your f a m i l y ) . The c a p i t a l i s t way o f t h i n k 
i n g means c o m p e t i t i o n and s e l f - c e n t e r e d i n 
d i v i d u a l i s m . I t u s u a l l y means s e l f i s h n e s s , 
t o o , b u t sometimes t h e r e a r e u n s e l f i s h peo-
p l e - - t h a t i s t h e y don't grab f o r themselves 
--who a r e v e r y i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c , 

C a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t i e s do a l l o w f o r c e r 
t a i n r e a p o n s i b i l l t i e a t o o t h e r s - - 3 u c h as go
i n g t o PTA meet i n g a , o r s a v i n g a drowning 
c h i l d , But these a r e e i t h e r concessions t o 
C h r i s t i a n i t y or s i d e l i n e a c t i v i e s - - n o t t h e 
b a s i c meaning o f l i f e , t h e essence. The es
sence o f l i f e I n c a p i t a l i s t s o c l e i t e s l i k e 
t h e U.S. i s a n t i - c o l l e c t i v e and i n t h e end 
ANTI-PEOPLE. 

To a c e r t a i n degree, Raza t r a d i t i o n i s 
p r o - c o l l e c t i v e and a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t . The 
communal, l a n d - s h a r i n g t r a d i t i o n s o f our 
past h e l p e d t o make us c o l l e c t i v e . So d i d 
th e f a c t t h a t , as an oppressed people i n 
the UoS, we o f t e n p r a c t i c e group s e l f - d e -
fenae a g a i n s t an a l i e n c u l t u r e . But toda y 
tho s e o l d t r a d i t i o n s have been weakened by 
the p r e s s u r e s o f l i v i n g under c a p i t a l i s m . 
Our t r a d i t i o n s a l s o l a c k p o l i t i c a l d e v e lop
ment. We need a s t r o n g e r , p o l i t i c a l c o n s c i 
ousness, (Of c o u r s e , p o l i t i c a l doesn't mean 
c a n d i d a t e s and e l e c t i o n s ; i t means an un
d e r s t a n d i n g o f how t h e s o c i e t y works,) 

To be c o l l e c t i v e i s n o t j u s t n i c e . I t 
i s t h e c o r r e c t l i f e - s t y l e and w o r k - s t y l e o f 
people who a r e f i g h t i n g t h e c a p i t a l i s t sys
tem. I t i s p o l i t i c a l l y n e cessary. I n o t h e r 
words, c o l l e c t i v i t y r i s e s from a f o u n d a t i o n 
o f a n t i - c a p i t a l i s m . I t i s r o o t e d i n our po
l i t i c a l g o a l s . 

I n armed s t r u g g l e o r underground s t r u g 
g l e , i t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o have a c o l l e c 
t i v e o r be c o l l e c t i v e a t a l l t i m e s . There 
must be a c h a i n o f command. There must be 
sec r e c y ; n o t everyone can or shou l d have 
a l l i n f o r m a t i o n . But i t i s s t i l l p o s s i b l e 
t o a p p l y t h e c o l l e c t i v e s p i r i t i n some s i 
t u a t i o n s : t o share i n s t e a d o f t o g r a b , t o 
develop a sense o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y among 
everyone, n ot j u s t t h e l e a d e r s , t o encour
age t h e t h i n k i n g o f a l l members on ques
t i o n s o f s t r a t e g y . 

I t s h o u l d a l s o be s a i d t h a t a c o l l e c 
t i v e i s n o t t h e same t h i n g as a " h i p p i e 
commune". Those supposed communes were n o t 
p o l i t i c a l . 

L e t us go back t o t h e b e e i n n i n e o f t h i s 

paper when ue e x p l a i n e d what makes a c o l 
l e c t i v o , and examine tho s e Ideas i n d e t a i l . 
1) S h a r i n g t h e same g o a l s , p r i n c i p l e s and 
wor k - - t h e most i m p o r t a n t p r i n c i p l e b e i n g 
our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o t h e p e o p l e . 

a. T h i s means t h a t everyone i n t h e 
c o l l e c t i v e understands t h a t ALL o f t h e i r 
a c t i o n s a f f e c t t h e group and e v e n t u a l l y 
t h e p e o p l e — e l p u e b l o , Those a c t i o n s i n 
c l u d e m a t t e r s t h a t a r e o f t e n l a b e l l e d " p e r 
s o n a l " . There a r e v e r y few s o - e a l l e d " p e r 
s o n a l " m a t t e r s t h a t do n o t a f f e c t e l pueblo 
i n t h e l o n g r u n , A person's sex l i f e may 
seem " p e r s o n a l " " b u t we have seen how t h i s 
can cause problems such as d i v i s i o n i n a 
movimiento o r g a n i s a t i o n , When a person's 
sex l i f e a f f e c t s t h e g r o u p , i t becomes a 
p o l i t i c a l i s s u e . I f i t h u r t s t h e work o f 
the g r o u p , i t h u r t s e l p u e b l o . 

b. I n a c o l l e c t i v e , t h e r e must be con
s t r u c t i v e CRITICISM and SELF-CRITICISM(cri-
t i c a y a u t o - c r i t i c a ) by t h e members. The 
purpose, and o n l y purpose, o f t h i s p rocess 
i s t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e group and make i t 
ser v e t h e people b e t t e r . T h i s i s one o f 
th e most d i f f i c u l t t h i n g s f o r people t o 
a c c e p t , C r i t i c i s m makes many people d e f e n 
s i v e . They need t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e p u r 
pose o f c r i t i c i s m i s n o t t o t e a r down t h e 
p e r s o n , b u t t o STRENGTHEN THE GROUP. A l s o , 
people a r e a f r a i d t o c r i t i c i z e because t h e y 
don't want t o l o s e somebody's f r i e n d s h i p . 
But t h i s i s p u t t i n g i n d i v i d u a l r e l a t i o n s a-
bove t h e good o f t h e p e o p l e . 

S e l f - c r i t i c i s m i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t f o r an 
oppressed people l i k e Raza. We have made 
p r i d e i n t o a weapon a g a i n s t t h e enemy. I n a 
c o l l e c t i v e , we must s e t a s i d e p r i d e when i t 
h u r t s t h e group o r e l p u e b l o . A l s o , people 
t r y t o "save f a c e " and a v o i d b e i n g complete
l y h o n e s t . Such t h i n g s a r e deep h a b i t s t h a t 
must be broken f o r t h e sake o f e l pueblo y 
l a l u c h a . We must f i g h t our own bad h a b i t s . 

C r i t i c i s m and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m must a l 
ways be CONSTRUCTIVE and SERIOUS. I t must 
no t become a n a s t y game o f p e t t y a t t a c k s . 
I t must be s i n c e r e , w i t h a t r u e p o l i t i c a l 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 

We must a l s o break t h e h a b i t o f ASSUMP
TIONS. Sometimes t h e r e i s a deep understand
i n g between p e o p l e , and words a r e n ' t neces
s a r y . But t h i s i s r a r e , and i t can be dan
gerous t o r e l y on t h a t u n d e r s t a n d i n g . We 
must n o t ASSUME someone e l s e i s aware o f a 
problem. We must a l s o b r e a k t h e h a b i t o f 
t h i n k i n g , " I f you ca n ' t f e e l what you a r e 
do i n g wrong, t o o b a d - - I s h o u l d n ' t have t o 
t e l l you." 

No group can l e a r n and p r o g r e s s , u n l e s s 
t h e r e i s honest c r i t i c i s m and s e l f - c r i t i c 
ism. T h i s i s one o f t h e most i m p o r t a n t t o o l s 
i n making r e v o l u t i o n . C r i t i c i s m and s e l f -
c r i t i c i s m do produce c o n f l i c t and s t r u g g l e , 
even p a i n . But OUT OF THAT STRUGGLE COMES A 
STRONGER UNITY, a h i g h e r l e v e l o f u n i t y , a 
more t r u t h f u l u n i t y . C r i t i c i s m and s e l f -
c r i t i c i s m w i l l n o t d e s t r o y a group i f peo
p l e remember t h a t THE PURPOSE OF I T I S TO 
SERVE EL PUEBLO. 

c, I n a c o l l e c t i v e , a l l r e s o u r c e s a r e 
th e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f a l l members, because 
i n t h e end those r e s o u r c e s b e l o n g t o e l 
pueblo-. These r e s o u r c e s i n c l u d e : 

M a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s , such as money, 
equipment, c a r s . I n a c o l l e c t i v e , t h e r e i s 
no "mine" i n t h e sense o f p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y , 
p o s s e s s i o n There can o n l v be a "mine" i n 

the sense o f p r i m a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
s o m e t h l n g ( t h e car I d r i v e i s n ' t mine b u t I 
have p r i m a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t a k i n g c a r e 
o f i t . ) I f p e ople t h i n k o f a l l m a t e r i a l r e 
sources as b e l o n g i n g t o e l p u e b l o , t h e n 
t h e y s h o u l d t a k e good c a r e o f them and see 
t h a t t h e y a r e used i n t h e most e f f i c i e n t 
way. I n a c o l l e c t i v e , you do no t make i n d i 
v i d u a l d e c i s i o n s about t h e use o f r e s o u r 
ces. D e c i s i o n s a r e made by t h e whole group, 
o r a c c o r d i n g t o p o l i c i e s l a i d down by t h e 
whole group. 

Time and energy o f t h e members, Each 
person must t h i n k o f h i s / h e r t i m e and ener
gy as re s o u r c e s t h a t b e l o n g t o t h e group as 
a w h o l e — a n d t h r o u g h t h e group, t o e l pue
b l o . A person t h e r e f o r e doesn't d e c i d e how 
t o use h i s / h e r t i m e a c c o r d i n g t o p e r s o n a l 
mood, b u t a c c o r d i n g t o group and work needs. 
We roust t r y t o t h i n k : my t i m e and energy 
are n o t my p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y . I f I d e c i d e ON 
MY OWN t o go t o a bar o r p a r t y , f o r exam
p l e , i n s t e a d o f a m e e t i n g where my presence 
i s needed--then I am b e i n g a n t i - c o l l e c t i v e 
and n o t s e r v i n g e l p u e b l o . 

H e a l t h , i n c l u d i n g m e n t a l h e a l t h , o f t h e 
members. T h i s i s a l s o a r e s o u r c e o f t h e 
whole group, and t h u s o f e l p u e b l o . People 
must t a k e care o f t h e i r h e a l t h and n o t con
s i d e r t h e i r bodies o r minds as t h e i r p r i 
v a t e p r o p e r t y . A person who f a i l s t o t a k e 
c a r e o£ h i s / h e r h e a l t h w i l l n o t be a b l e t o 
work w e l l , and t h i s h u r t s t h e g r o u p - - e l 
p u e b l o . Other people a r e a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r l o o k i n g a f t e r t h e h e a l t h o f an i n d i v i 
d u a l , o f a l l i n d i v i d u a l s i n t h e c o l l e c t i v e . 

2) F e e l i n g r e s p o n s i b l e f o r each o t h e r , and 
a c t i n g a c c o r d i n g l y . What one member does i s 
th e concern o f a l l . I f a person i s r r i s u s i n g 
r e s o u r c e s , t h e o t h e r s have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
t o t a k e a c t i o n . We cannot say, " W e l l , i t ' s 
h i s l i f e , o r her t i m e , or h i s energy, or 
her t y p e w r i t e r , o r h i s c a r . . . s o I won't i n 
t e r f e r . " No me meto en e s o - - t h i s idea has 
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y e f f e c t s on our s t r u g 
g l e . I t i s l i b e r a l i s m , c o p p i n g - o u t . 

T h i s a p p l i e s e s p e c i a l l y t o c h i l d r e n . 
They a r e n o t j u s t t h e concern o f t h e mother 
or t h e f a t h e r , b u t everyone's. 

3) Take everyone's o p i n i o n i n t o account i n 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ; no pyramid s t r u c t u r e s ; 
s h a r i n g o f i n f o r m a t i o n . No pyramid s t r u c 
t u r e s means t h a t t h e group doesn't have a 
j e f e o r j e f a a t the t o p who t e l l s o t h e r s — 
b e l o w — w h a t t o do, r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e i r o p i 
n i o n s . A l l I m p o r t a n t p o l i c y and program de
c i s i o n s a r e made by t h e whole group, n ot by 
one person or a s m a l l c l i q u e . I n o r d e r t o 
t a k e p a r t i n making t h e s e d e c i s i o n s , p e o p l e 
must have INFORMATION. I n f o r m a t i o n i s power, 
a source o f c o n t r o l . I n f o r m a t i o n about im
p o r t a n t m a t t e r s cannot be made t h e p r i v a t e 
p r o p e r t y o f one person i n t h e group, or a 
few p e o p l e . 

L i k e t h e o t h e r p r i n c i p l e s g i v e n h e r e , 
t h e s e must n o t be c a r r i e d t o an extreme, I f 
6 people i n a group f e e l t h a t a c e r t a i n po
l i c y i s r i g h t , and one person i s a g a i n s t i t , 
t h e r e s h o u l d be d i s c u s s i o n — b u t t h e n i t may 
be n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e m a j o r i t y t o r u l e . A t 
t h a t p o i n t , t h e 7 t h p e r s o n must acc e p t t h e 
group d e c i s i o n and c a r r y i t o u t w i t h as 
much d e d i c a t i o n as i f he o r she had been i n 
f a v o r o f i t . T h i s i s c o l l e c t i v e l e a d e r s h i p . 

A l s o , s h a r i n g o f i n f o r m a t i o n I s n o t on
l y t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h e person who has 
i t . O t h ers s h o u l d ask q u e s t i o n s , and work 
t o keep themselves i n f o r m e d , n o t j u s t s i t 
bake and complain a g a i n s t t h e p e r s o n w i t h 
t h e i n f o r m a t i o n . I t i s a two-way s t r e e t . 

There a r e two problems i n t h i s . One i s 
th e l e a d e r who tends t o dominate and mono
p o l i z e i n f o r m a t i o n . The o t h e r problem i s 
people who do n o t assimie r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
t h e m selves, and t h u s ALLOW t h a t k i n d o f do
m i n a t i o n t o happen. No one i n a c o l l e c t i v e 
s h o u l d , f o r example, go t o a me e t i n g or on 
a t r i p o r t o a p i c k e t l i n e or a demonstra
t i o n w i t h o u t knowing what i t ' s a l l a b o u t . 
The s p i r i t s h o u l d be, on b o t h s i d e s : I F YOU 
HAVE KNOWLEDGE, TEACH OTHERS. I F YOU DON'T 
HAVE KNOWLEDGE, LEARN. I f you know, t e a c h ; 
i f you don't know, l e a r n . 

To be c o l l e c t i v e i s t o l e a r n , grow and 
c h a n g e — i n o r d e r t o serve t h e p e o p l e b e t t e r 
and make t h e r e v o l u t i o n . To be c o l l e c t i v e 
i s n o t an end i n i t s e l f . I t i s a TOOL, t o 
b u i l d w i t h . I t i s a l i f e - s t y l e and a work-
s t y l e , b u t i t must n o t become t h e o n l y l i f e 



Le Duan Ccont.) 
Cadres build up a iitovemenl and in return ilie iiiove-

jiuiU gives hirlh to cadres, l l i a t is a l a w i n the question 

of cadres. 

Cadres must mingle with the masses in this 
movement , march in the van to set an cx-amplc for the ^ 
masses, persuade and organize them, unders tand their , 
feelings and aspirat ions, and concern themselves wi th 
ihcir eve ryday moral and mater ia l life. They must 
show modes ty and simplici ty, listen to the opinions 
of the masses, gather the masses' experiences and 
knowledge to complement their own experiences and 
knowledge. They must constant ly place themselves 
imdcr Ihe control of the masses. In ihis way, cadres 
are trained, selected and tempered, and mature along 
wi th the movement . And the movement will not 
cease to give rise t o new cadres, able organizers 
springing from the masses, from the workers, collec
tive farmers and intel lectuals —people who, by their 
ROlf-doiiying Work and tlicir creat ivi ty , have made the 
most notable contributions t o socialism and proved 
their strong a t t achment t o the socialist ideal. These 
are nau men at socialism whose most prominent char
acterist ic is thei r consciousness of boinf; the collec
tive mastor.-; and their abi l i ty to assun>c this role, 
their new a t t i tude toward work, their high sense of 
organization and discipline. Closely linked wi th their 
coUoctivcs m ihe struggle for th« common cause, they 
constant ly foster and develop their fme moral qual i 
ties and their intoUoetuivl powers in accordance wi th 
the requirements of a man who is the master of so
ciety, master of na ture and master of himself. 

TTl 

LET US ENDEAVOUR TO TKAi:5 ANU 
FOSTEK CADJtES 

General ly speaking, cadres are products of a move
ment. Thoy mature in tiic organization, in the Ufc 
and ac t iv i ty of the orL'anization, in the process of 
work and struggle to bring to rea l i ty the poli t ical 
line and ta.^ks. On the other liand, in order to give 
rise to a movement and to ensure i ts more and 
more vitjorous development , we mus t have cadres. 
To e i K u r e t h a t our ergnnizations C!in opiJralo, a n d 
«pc««U fni i t / u l l y . w c must h a v e cadres and ^oud 
c m at tli»t. Tha t is v t n s t of al l 
r t r o l e t i o c a r y m o v c m c n t j . . . : iary organ
izations is to endraroiiT to train and foster cadres in a 
sysicmatic manner. At the same t ime, cadres mus t 
endeavour t o train themselves and raise their capabili
ties. This taslc is now posed before us in all its 
urgency. 

All of this requires from each cadre sustained and 
ruajor efforts, a str ict sense of responsibil i ty in learn
ing and training in order t o raise himaclf constant ly 
t o the level of his tasks. His responsibi l i ty consists 
fiiHt of all in karniuf, and he must unders tand this 
TYord in its fullest and deepest sense. I t is necessary 
to read books and newspapers, to acquire therefrom 
the knowledge accumulated by matikind. Lenin said : 
" O n e can become a Communist only after having 
enriched one's mind through the acquisition of all 
the t r f . a s u r o s of knowledge created by mankind. . , 
only o n the basis o f modern knowlcdf;c can t h a t 
society (Communist society— L.D.) bo created. . , arid 
without this knowledge, Communism remains but an 
aspiration, "(i) I t must be said tha t qu i te a few of our 
cadres are stil l lazy, very lazy in tlie mat te r of reading 
books, and some do not even read P a r t y news
papers . Tlial IS absolutely unpardonable for a P a r t y 
member and cadre. Of course, reading books is not 
synonymous with being a booicworra. However, wc 
cannot u.ic opposition to being a bookworm as an 
excuse for laziness in learning. The point is t o know 
how to read books in order not to become a bookworm 
bu t to acquire kuowlcdgs . to cnrich our minds wi th 
science in a l l p rac t ica l mat te rs . 

Wc must roarn not o n l y th rough books and newspa
pers , but also in prac t ica l life, in our own work, in 
the summing up of the expcrisnoos of our work, 
through fjrequsnt self-criticism and criticism. The 
u l t imate goal of learning through books is to solve 
quest ions arising from life and work. Summing up 
CKpmentes and sdf-criticism and criticism are methods 
of s tudy of pa ramount impor tance . A cadre must 
create for himself the habi t of th ink ing independent ly 
and the capaci ty to analyse, in the process of endeav
ouring to carry out his tasks, the class significance, 
the socio-economic effect Of each measure being ap-

( i ) V.f . L c u l i i : Selected Wortis, (in Viotn . imose) , Sn Thai 
Pubiis lnnK lloij.-io, ILiuol, m6o. Vol. 2. pp. j ^ ^ i , .J44. 

Le Duan and P r i n c e Souphanouvong o f Laos' 
plied. He must proceed from his own experience to 
review each s tep he has taken and hence to draw 
accurate and scientific conclusions t ha t will he lp him 
to i l luminate the p a t h ahead, give the fullest scope 
to wha t is r ight and severely and sincerely to make 
self-criticism of the wrong wi thou t fearing to mend 
his errors and persist in his efforts. Never should he 
be complacent . I t is difficult for any cadre who lacks 
such qual i t ies and qual if icat ions to m a t u r e and to be 
equal to his t asks . 

We must combine learning through books with 
learning from the pract ice of life, work, the experi
ences of the coUcctive, the experiences of one's organ
ization and of k indred organizations, the experiences 
of the leaders and of the masses, the evperionces 
of our count ry and of others , the lessons of 
success cind also the lessons of failure. Theory 
constantly linked vrilh j>racHce and f,rattiei enlight 
encd by theory, our viinds active at all times, and 
cjtr thinking aliaays linked xeith action, ihis is our 
mtihcd of learning. This is the main me thod for 
improving our theoret ical th inking and our capaci
t ies for pract ice. In both these areas our deficiency 
is s t i l l evident , l imit ing our creat ive powers and 
prevent ing us from achieving the highest results in 
our work, 

' Ihe leading and manager ia l tasks of the P a r t y 
and State arc very heavy and will become more 
and more so. Wi th oar full sense of responsibi l i ty 
to the people , we never hide our weaknesses, short
comings and even the errors sometimes commit ted 
in our work. The fact is tha t " the art of adminis
trat ion docs hot descend from heaven, i t is not in
spired b y the Holy Ghost . And the fact t ha t a class 
is a leading class does not make it a t once capable 
of administering. . . We, therefore, say t h a t the v ic to ' 
nous class must be mature , " ( i ) I t is precisely for t h a t 
reason tha t we have realized all the impor tance of the 
task of learning. " Learn, learn more, learn forever. " 
Eve ry cadre, whatever his posit ion, whether he is 
an old hand or a newcomer, .must s tudy hard . The 
higher his position and the heavier his responsibi
l i ty , the harder he must s t u d y because some defect 
or error resulting from his incapaci ty .lould. load to 
great damage . Veteran cadres must s t u d y still 
harder in order to mee t new requirements . Now and 
younger cadres na tura l ly must show the greatest 
zeal and perSCverahco ih learning. Tjiey must show 
genuine modes ty and should never bo complacent 
or consider thcm.selves as knowing more than others. 
They must show determinat ion to scale the highest 
peaks in a l l domains of knowledge necessary for 
our cause of creat ing a new society. 

The sense of orga^iization and discipline is absolutely 
necessary in revolut ionary struggle. T h a t is w h y one 
of the foremost qual i t ies which a cadre must constant ly 
foster is the sense of organization and discipline."This 
is the most impor tan t v i r tue manifest ing the ideolaay 
of the pyoletarial of beini^iha collective masters, which is 
basical ly opposed to individualism and bourgeois and 
pet ty-bourgeois l iberalism. 

The victories recorded b y our people are extremely 
great . E x t r e m e l y br ight pro,spcct3 arc open to us. 
However wc should by no means rest on our laurels and 
forget tha t the road to our ultimate goal remains very 
long, very complex and full of hardships. Our P a r t y and 
people are facing new bat t les t h a t require concentrated 
and major efforts to give a powerful s t imulus to the 
building of a new economy, a new regime and a new 
man so tha t the socialist Nor th can develop to the 
highest degree i ts historic influence on the revolu
t ionary c a u s e of the whole count ry in the new stage. 
The victories of historic significance recorded in the 
past period of struggle prove tha t our people , our 
nat ion, under the leadersh ip of our P a r t y , armed 
with an independent , sovereign, correct and creative 
l ine, are fully capable of solving the quest ions posed 
by the present era in the life of our na t ion . This is 
a firm basis for our confidence in final victory in the 
process of our struggle for the rad ian t future of our 
country and for the high peaks of human civili-

COLLECTIVES 
C O H T . 

Md work o f tfa« STOop. I t i s a l s o a s e t o f 
g o a l s , a l o o s s t r a g g l e , a process o f c o n 
s t a n t change—not •o—thing we achieve and 
t h e n s t o p , o r s o M t h i n g we c a n a c h i e v e 
q u i c k l y and e a s i l y . I t i s a STKUGGLE. 

We s a i d b e f o r e t h a t a c o l l e c t i v e i s a 
s m a l l group o f p e o p l e . What at>out l a r g e r 
groups? How s h o u l d t h e y o r g a n i z e t h e m s e l 
ves? 

L a r g e r groups need more s t r u c t u r e , b u t 
th e same id e a can work. When t h e r e a r e more 
p e o p l e , t h e i d e a I s c a l l e d DEMOCRATIC CEN
TRALISM, Democratic c e n t r a l i s m i s a c t u a l l y 
an advanced form o f t h e c o l l e c t i v e . Under 
t h i s f o r m , t h e m a j o r i t y r u l e s and t h e min
o r i t y n o t o n l y goes a l o n g w i t h them, b u t 
s u p p o r t s them. "Democratic" means t h a t t h e 
o p i n i o n s o f everyone a r e c o n s i d e r e d , and 
th e i n d i v i d u a l ' s needs a r e c o n s i d e r e d . 
" C e n t r a l i s m " means t h a t p e o ple do n o t f l y 
o f f i n d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s , b u t accept 
l e a d e r s h i p from a c e n t r a l group chosen by 
everyone. T h i s i s o f t e n c a l l e d a C e n t r a l 
Committee. They a r e n o t a t thQ t o p , abovQ 
everyone e l s e . They a r e a t t h e c e n t e r , I n 
t h e m i d s t o£ everyone e l s e . There must be 
c e n t r a l i s m i f an o r g a n i z a t i o n i s t o be e f 
f e c t i v e and do i t s j o b . A l l i n a l l , t h e r e 
i s a bal a n c e betweeen b e i n g d e m o c r a t i c and 
b e i n g c e n t r a l i z e d . The needs o£ t h e i n d i v i 
d u a l a r e c o n s i d e r e d i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e 
needs o f t h e g r o u p " t h e collectlve»"but t h e 
group needs come f i r s t . 

Everyone i n a e o l e c t i v o s h o u l d be t h i n k 
i n g ahead, toward t h e t i m e when t h e y w i l l 
be i n a l a r g e r o t g a n i z a t i o n and need t o ap
p l y t h e c o l l e c t i v e s p i r i t . We must always 
be b u i l d i n g f o r t h e f u t u r e , d e v e l o p i n g o u r 
s e l v e s and t r y i n g t o i n c l u d e o t h e r s . A s i es 
l a l u c h a . 

SOME EXAMPLES ADD YOUR OWN 

C o l l e c t i v e or r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
P r i d e i n b e i n g p a r t o f a s t r u g g l e ; p r i d e i n 

what t h e people do, 
W i l l i n g n e s s t o share w i t h your f e l l o w work

e r s , i n c l u d i n g y o u r t h o u g h t s and f e e l 
i n g s . 

Manhood t h a t says: 1 w i l l s t r u g g l e f o r j u s -
t i c i a even i f I must d i e . 

Womanhood t h a t 9ays: 1 w i l l f i g h t f o r j u s -
t l c l a even I f I must d i e . 

G e t t i n g a j o b done because i t needs t o be 
done. 

"We" "Our" "Nuestro p u e b l o " "La R e v o l u c l o n " 

C a p i t a l i s t o r c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
P r i d e i n y o u r s e l f a l o n e and what you as an 

i n d i v i d u a l do. 
Bei n g u n w i l l i n g t o s h a r e , keep t h i n g s t o 

y o u r s e l f . 
Manhood t h a t says; t o be a man, I must n o t 

a c t l i k e a woman. 
Womanhood t h a t says; I must keep my man a t 

any p r i c e . 
G e t t i n g a j o b done so I w i l l be a p p r e c i a t e d 

and a d m i r e d , 
" I " "Mine" "Me" 

"A newspaper i s not only a c o l l e c t i v e 
propagandist and c o l l e c t i v e a g i t a t o r , 
but also a c o l l e c t i v e organizer. I n 
t h i s respect i t can be compared t o the 
s c a f f o l d i n g erected around a b u i l d i n g 
i n c o n s t r u c t i o n ; i t marks the contours 
of the s t r u c t u r e and f a c i l i t a t e s com
munication between the b u i l d e r s , per
m i t t i n g them t o d i s t r i b u t e the work 
and t o view the common r e s u l t s a -
chieved by t h e i r organized labour." 

LENIN 

FROM THE EDITORS: 
We a p o l o g i z e f o r t h e i n c o n v i e n c e o f 

n o t h a v i n g an address t o w r i t e t o f o r t h i s 
i s s u e o f SEIZE THE TIME. We w i l l have a 
new, permanent address i n our n e x t i s s u e . 
Meanwhile we hope t h a t people w i l l save 
t h e i r c r i t i c i s m s and c o n t r i b u t i o n s f o r 
t h a t i s s u e . Groups o f people s h o u l d con
s i d e r s t u d y i n g and d i s t r i b u t i n g t h i s pap
e r i f i t h e l p s them i n t h e i r work. 

We ask t h a t p e o p l e and o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
c o n s i d e r exchanging, s u b s c r i b i n g and/or 
d i s t r i b u t i n g pjspers. We welcome news r e 
p o r t s from p e o p l e s ' s t r u g g l e s , a r t i c l e s , 
l e t t e r s , poems, a r t w o r k and c a r t o o n s . 



WORLD 
REVOLUTION 
^ §1 m 
DHOFAR THE NEXT 
VIETNAM ? 

Every week b r i n g s us a new t h r e a t f r o m 
Ford or K i s s i n g e r or Jackson about t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f us m i l i t a r y i n v o l v e m e n t 
m the M i d d l e East. There i s an u n f o r t 
unate tendency on the p a r t o f t h e people 
t o accept t h i s a t face v a l u e as necessary 
to p r o t e c t " n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s " a g a i n s t 
" s t r a n g u l a t i o n . " But i f US t r o o p s 
• r e sent i n t o Che middle-east i t i s 
l i k e l y t h a t t h e prime t a r g e t w i l l 
be Dhofar, the Southern p r o v i n c e o t 
Oman on the P e r s i a n G u l f . Few US c i t i 
zens have ever heard o f t h i s c o u n t r y , y e t 
f o r t h e l a s t t e n y e a r s the People's F r o n t 
f o r t h e L i b e r a t i o n o f Oman (PFLO), has 
l e d t h e Dhofar people i n an i n c r e a s i n g l y 
s u c c e s s f u l war o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . 

I n 1965 i n the mountains o f Dhofar 
armed s t r u g g l e broke out a g a i n s t the r u l e 
o f t h e S u l t a n and h i s B r i t i s h b a c k e r s . 
Though the g u e r i l l a s were outnumbered and 
p o o r l y equipped, t h e y scored I m p o r t a n t 
v i c t o r i e s and gained widespread s u p p o r t 

among t h e p e o p l e . The 1968 v i c t o r y o f 
the M a r x i s t f o r c e s i n t h e n e i g h b o r i n g 
people's r e p u b l i c o f Yemen p r o v i d e d t h e 
I n s u r g e n t s o f Dhofar w i t h a s a f e r e a r and 
le d t o t h e i r a d o p t i o n o f Marxism and a 

• d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o spread a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t 
armed s t r u g g l e t h r o u g h o u t t h e e n t i r e 
G u l f r e g i o n . 

Since 1965 about 90% o f the t e r r i t o r y 
o f Dhofar has been l i b e r a t e d . Schools 
and h o s p i t a l s have opened new l i v e s f o r 
a people t h a t had been d e p r i v e d o f even 
th e most b a s i c s e r v i c e s by a r e a c t i o n a r y 
government. Women have begun t o p a r t i c 
i p a t e i n a l l aspects o f the l i b e r a t i o n 
p r o c e s s . 

I n June 1971 the s t r u g g l e spread t o 
the N o r t h o f Oman. By 1Q72 t h e momentum 
o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n c r e a t e d n a t i o n a l dem
o n s t r a t i o n s as f a r N o r t h as the T r u c l a l 
S t a t e s , Unless something was done t h e 
s p i r i t o f l i b e r a t i o n would soon get out 
o f hand. And a l l o f t h i s was happening 
i n t h e P e r s i a n - A r a b i a n G u l f , an area 
w i t h about 607. o f a l l known o i l r e s e r v e s 
i n t h e w o r l d . 

But t h e N i x i o n d o c t r i n e o f " l e t 
Asians f i g h t A s i a n s " had a Mi d d l e - E a s t 
v a r i a n t , " l e t I r a n i a n s f i g h t Arabs". 

I n e a r l i e r stages o f the l i b e r a t i o n 
s t r u g g l e , B r i t i s h m i l i t a r y f o r c e s h e l p e d 
the S u l t a n t r y t o cru s h t h e p e o p l e . 
A f t e r a few y e a r s , however, i t became 
obvious t h a t more h e l p was needed. The 
response by the i m p e r i a l i s t s i s a c l a s s i c 
example o f the "Nixon D o c t r i n e " a t work, 
I r a n i a n t r o o p s o f the f a s c i s t Shah, armed 
w i t h t he most s o p h i s t i c a t e d US weaponry, 
and t r a i n e d by US " a d v i s o r s " invaded the 
l i b e r a t e d a r e a s . 

The f i r s t I r a n i a n army was met w i t h 
f i e r c e r e s i s t a n c e and was soon d e f e a t e d . 
S u r p r i s e d , t h e i m p e r i a l i s t s h u d d l e d , and 
chose a course o f a c t i o n . They sent i n 
a l a r g e r i n v a s i o n f o r c e , and adopted t a c 
t i c s developed i n Vietman; massive bomb
i n g , f r e e f i r e zones, economic blockades 
and o t h e r forms o f b a r b a r i s m , i n c l u d i n g 
t o r t u r e . The p e o p l e , l e d by the People's 
F r o n t f o r the L i b e r a t i o n o f Oman (PFLO), 
have c o n t i n u e d t o r e s i s t and i n f a c t have 
d e a l t heavy blows t o t h e i m p e r i a l i s t s . 

Meanwhile t h e I r a n i a n army, as t h e 
army o f the US b e f o r e i t / h a s l e a r n e d some
t h i n g about the n a t u r e o f t h e i r " m i s s i o n " . 
Many o f them are r e f u s i n g t o f i g h t a t a l l ^ 
and o t h e r s a r e n o t f i g h t i n g w e l l . Demonst
r a t i o n s a g a i n s t the war by s t u d e n t s and 
worker s back i n I r a n have been i m p o r t a n t 
forms o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y . I n the 
face o f a l l t h i s and o t h e r problems as 
w e l l , the Shah has been i n c r e a s i n g l y n e r 
vous about c o n t i n u i n g as a f r o n t f o r B r i t 
i s h and US i n t e r e s t s i n the a r e a . 

However, as the d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e 
people expresses i t s e l f i n c o n t i n u e d r e s 
i s t a n c e the i m p e r i a l i s t s grow more and 
more v i c i o u s . This was made c l e a r i n a 
r e c e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l a p p e a l f o r m a t e r i a l 
a i d w h ich s a i d , i n p a r t : 

U.S. made Hovercrafts - I r a n i a n S o l d i e r s 
( NewsweeW- May 21. 73 ) 

" D u r i n g these times our people i n 
Dhofar, t h e w e s t e r n Region, and I n the 
l i b e r a t e d zone, face what I s beyond t h e 
i m a g i n a t i o n . They face d i s p e r s i o n , c o l l 
e c t i v e k i l l i n g o f c h i l d r e n , aged people 
and women and the s h e l l i n g o f d w e l l i n g s 
and animals i n a way never b e f o r e w i t n e s s 
ed d u r i n g t he past t e n years o f t h e f i g h t 
i n g ,,, ,Misery and p o v e r t y are e s t a b l i s h i n g 
t h e n s e l v e s i n t h i s a rea and t h e outcome 
o f t h i s i s hunger and disease w h i c h i s 
k i l l i n g our people i n a way equal t o the 
t o r t u r e s r e c e i v e d f r o m the enemy h i m s e l f 
d i r e c t l y . " 

I n t h i s s e t t i n g , t h e p o s s l b l l t y o f 
d i r e c t US i n t e r v e n t i o n i s v e r y g r e a t i n 
deed. But even i f US t r o o p s a r e n o t sent 
i n , the people o f the US have an i n t e r e s t 
i n t h e j u s t s t r u g g l e o f the PFLO. For t h e 
arms and a l r f o r c e o f t h e Shah were pur
chased w i t h t he money e x t o r t e d f r o m US o i l 
consumers. As t h e s t r u g g l e grows, t h e 
Shah's needs w i l l a l s o expand and the 
d r a i n on our pockets w i l l grow. Thus 
whatever we do now t o a i d the p r o p l e o f 
Dhofar w i l l be a d i r e c t blow t o US 
i m p e r i a l i s m and a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l i s m . 

I Vietnam - Reconciliation, 

Reconstruction, and Reunification 

THE VANCOUVER CONFERENCE 

Hundreds of women and men traveled to 
Vancouver, Canada for a q u i c k l y - c a l l e d con
ference with representatives of the Viet
namese people on May 17. Two representa
tives of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) and two representatives 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam(DRV) 
were welcomed by a representative of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM), speaking 
for the Native American Peoples of the 
Americas. The welcome was continued with 
over 175 solidar i t y statements from a wide 
range of anti-imperialist organizations 
and groups. 

For many, meeting with the Vietnamese 
had a very special significance. Some had 
been struggling in the U.S. and Canada for 
many years against U.S. imperialism and 
others had actually fought as U.S. troops 
in Vietnam. A representative of the Viet
nam Veterans Against the War/Winter Sold
ie r Organization stated that "Your wel
coming us, especially those who waged war 
on your people, as comrades and in friend
ship, teaches us the meaning of humanity." 

The afternoon session began with pre
sentations from the PRG and DRV represen
tatives, followed by a question and answer 
period. A major theme that ran through the 
t a l k s g i v e n by Madame An and Mr. Phat, as 
M i l a s thro«»9h t h e q u e s t i o n and answer 
p e r i o d s I l l la M — 1 III t x i e f l y a s 

Madame Pham Thi An pointed out that 
A r t i c l e 21 of the P a r i s Peace Agreements 
embodied the U.S. government's promise to 
help rebuild Vietnam. The Vietnamese 
c l e a r l y welcome American attempts to make 
the U.S. government l i v e up to th i s agree
ment. However, while stressing the respon
s i b i l i t y of the U.S. government in th i s 
matter, they also said that a l l financial 
as well as other forms of assistance from 
American people would be welcome. 

Saturday evening, an informal farewell 
reception gave the U.S. and Canadian people 
a chance to talk d i r e c t l y with the Viet
namese. The convention then concluded with 
an expression of s o l i d a r i t y between Native 
Americans who had been struggling against 
U.S. imperialism since i t s inception, and 
those who had given U.S. imperialism i t s 
f i r s t resounding defeat. In a deeply moving 
ceremony. Native Americans of many d i f f e r 
ent tribes passed a symbolic peace pipe to 
the Vietnamese delegation. 

— summing up — 
Throughout the conference, women pre

dominated in leadership positions. I t was 
quite significant that the men who worked 
closely with them were able to accept their 
leadership. The enthusiasm, dedication, 
and comDetence of the women themselves ex-

During the c r i t i c i s m - s e l f - c r i t i c i s m 
meetings which followed the conference, 
one c r i t i c i s m was consistently made. No 
Black organizations were represented and 
Asian groups were underrepresented. Yet 
the Vietnamese delegation had o r i g i n a l l y 
indicated that they would especially l i k e 
to greet comrades from the Third World, 
women, and veterans. The Vietnamese ex
plained that they placed the utmost impor
tance on Third World struggles. 

The composition of those in attendance 
did not r e f l e c t the forces which have pro
vided and continue to provide leadership 
for revolutionary growth in th i s country. 
White people played the primary roles in 
organizing the Vancouver conference, be
cause they were the ones i n i t i a l l y contac
ted. The lack of Third World participation 
r e f l e c t s a basic lack of a b i l i t y to com-
miinicate with national movements as well 
as the lack of a basis for white people 
to organize Third World people, even into 
something as simple as the Vancouver con
ference. Unless we can build a q u a l i t a t i 
vely higher level of international unity, 
that w i l l continue to be the case. 

The s o l i d a r i t y which came out of that 
conference was a powerful force. I t brought 
fresh strength and renewed commitment to 
hundreds of organizers. Such s o l i d a r i t y , 
hflrne<?'5f»d hiv t h e r-,-.n c,^ •!,->,ir. r^,-.1 •; 4--! n-^ T —•-



DHOFAR-THE NEXT 
VIETNAM ? 

Every week b r i n g s us a new t h r e a t from 
Ford o r K i s s i n g e r or Jackson about the 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f US m i l i t a r y I n v o l v e m e n t 
i n t he M i d d l e East. There i s an u n f o r t 
unate tendency on the p a r t o f the people 
t o accept t h i s a t face v a l u e as necessary 
t o p r o t e c t " n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s " a g a i n s t 
" s t r a n g u l a t i o n . " Dut I f US t r o o p s 
• r e sent into the middle-east i t I s 
l i k e l y th«t the p r l a c target w i l l 
be Dhofar, the Southern province ot 
OBan on tne P e r s i a n G u l f . Few US c i t i 
z e n s f i a v e e v e r heard o f t h i s c o u n t r y , y e t 
f o r the l a s t t e n years the People's F r o n t 
f o r tKe L i t e r a t i o n o f Oman (FFLO), has 
l e d t h e Dhofar people i n an i n c r e a s i n g l y 
s u c c e s s f u l war o f n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n . 

I n 1'56 5 i n the mountains of Dhofar 
armed s t r u g g l e broke out a g a i n s t the r u l e 
o f the S u l t a n and h i s B r i t i s h b a c k e r s . 
Though the g u e r i l l a s were ouinumDerefl and 
p o o r l y equipped, t h e y scored i m p o r t a n t 
v i c t o r i e s and gained widespread s u p p o r t 

Since 196 5 about 901 of t h e t e r : . . - r . 
of Dhofar has been l i b e r a t e d . Schools 
and h o s p i t a l s have opened new l i v e s f o r 
a people t h a t had been d e p r i v e d o f even 
the most b a s i c s e r v i c e s by a r e a c t i o n a r y 
government. Women have begun t o p a r t i c 
i p a t e i n a l l aspects o f the l i b e r a t i o n 
process. 

I n June 1971 the s t r u g g l e spread t o 
the N o r t h o f Oman. By 1972 the moTientum 
o f the r e v o l u t i o n c r e a t e d n a t i o n a l dem
o n s t r a t i o n s as f a r N o r t h as t h e T r u c i a l 
S t a t e s . Unless something was done t h e 
s p i r i t o f l i b e r a t i o n would soon get out 
o f hand. And a l l o f t h i s was happening 
i n t h e P e r s i a n - A r a b i a n G u l f , an area 
w i t h about 6 0 % o f a l l known o i l r e s e r v e s 
i n t he w o r l d . 

But t h e N i x i o n d o c t r i n e o f " l e t 
Asians f i g h t A s i a n s " had a M i d d l e - E a s t 
v a r i a n t , " l e t I r a n i a n s f i g h t Arabs". 

I n e a r l i e r s t a g e s o f t h e l i b e r a t i o n 
s t r u g g l e , B r i t i s h m i l i t a r y f o r c e s h e l p e d 
t h e S u l t a n t r y t o c r u s h the p e o p l e . 
A f t e r a few y e a r s , however, i t became 
obvious t h a t more help was needed. The 
response by the i m p e r i a l i s t s i s a c l a s s i c 
example o f the "Nixon D o c t r i n e " a t work. 
I r a n i a n t r o o p s o f the f a s c i s t Shah, armed 
w i t h the most s o p h i s t i c a t e d US weaponry, 
and t r a i n e d by US " a d v i s o r s " invaded the 
l i b e r a t e d a r e a s . 

The f i r s t I r a n i a n army was met w i t h 
f i e r c e r e s i s t a n c e and was soon d e f e a t e d . 
S u r p r i s e d ^ t h e i m p e r i a l i s t s h u d d l e d , and 
chose a course o f a c t i o n . They sent i n 
a l a r g e r i n v a s i o n f o r c e , and adopted t a c 
t i c s developed i n Vietman; massive bomb
i n g , f r e e f i r e zones, economic blockades 
and o t h e r forms o f b a r b a r i s m , i n c l u d i n g 
t o r t u r e . The p e o p l e , l e d by the People's 
F r o n t f o r t h e L i b e r a t i o n o f Oman (PFLO), 
have c o n t i n u e d t o r e s i s t and i n f a c t have 
d e a l t heavy blows t o the i m p e r i a l i s t s . 

Meanwhile the I r a n i a n army, as the 
army of the US b e f o r e i t , has l e a r n e d some
t h i n g about t h e n a t u r e o£ t h e i r " m i s s i o n " . 
Many o f them a r e r e f u s i n g t o f i g h t a t a l l 
and o t h e r s are n o t f i g h t i n g w e l l . Demonst
r a t i o n s a g a i n s t the war by s t u d e n t s and 
workers back i n I r a n have been i m p o r t a n t 
forms o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y . I n the 
face o f a l l t h i s and o t h e r problems as 
w e l l , t h e Shah has been i n c r e a s i n g l y n e r 
vous about c o n t i n u i n g as a f r o n t f o r B r i t 
i s h and US i n t e r e s t s i n the a r e a . 

However, as the d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e 
people expresses i t s e l f i n c o n t i n u e d r e s 
i s t a n c e the i m p e r i a l i s t s grow more and 
more v i c i o u s . T h i s was maJe c l e a r i n a 
r e c e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l a p p e a l f o r m a t e r i a l 
a i d w hich s a i d , i n p a r t ; 

U.S. made Hovercrafts - I r a n i a n S o l d i e r s 
( NPwswe^k. May 21. 7? ) 

" D u r i n g these times our people i n 
Dhofar, t h e Western Region, and i n the 
l i b e r a t e d zone, fa c e what i s beyond the 
i m a g i n a t i o n . They face d i s p e r s i o n , c o l l 
e c t i v e k i l l i n g o f c h i l d r e n , aged people 
and women and t h e s h e l l i n g o f d w e l l i n g s 
and animals i n a way never b e f o r e w i t n e s s 
ed d u r i n g the past t e n years o f t h e f i g h t 
i n g ... .Misery and p o v e r t y are e s t a b l i s h i n g 
t h e n s e l v e s i n t h i s area and t h e outcome 
o f t h i s i s hunger and disease w h i c h i s 
k i l l i n g our people i n a way e q u a l t o t h e 
t o r t u r e s r e c e i v e d from the enemy h i m s e l f 
d i r e c t l y . " 

I n t h i s s e t t i n g , t h e p o s s i b l i t y o f 
d i r e c t US i n t e r v e n t i o n i s v e r y g r e a t i n 
deed. But even i f US t r o o p s a r e n o t s e n t 
i n , the people o f the US have an i n t e r e s t 
i n t h e j u s t s t r u g g l e o f the PFLO. For the 
arms and a i r f o r c e o f t h e Shah were pur
chased w i t h t h e money e x t o r t e d f r o m US o i l 
consumers. As the s t r u g g l e grows, the 
Shah's needs w i l l a l s o expand and the 
d r a i n on our pockets w i l l grow. Thus 
whatever we do now t o a i d the p r o p l e o f 
Dhofar w i l l be a d i r e c t blow t o US 
i m p e r i a l i s m and a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l i s m . 

R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , and R e u n i f i c a t i o n 

THE VANCOUVER CONFERENCE 
Hundreds o f women and men t r a v e l e d t o 

Vancouver, Canada f o r a q u i c k l y - c a l l e d con
f e r e n c e w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e V i e t 
namese people on May 17. Two r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s o f the P r o v i s i o n a l R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
Government (PRG) and two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
o f t h e Democratic R e p t i b l i c o f Vietnam(DRV) 
were welcomed by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e 
American I n d i a n Movement (AIM), speaking 
f o r t h e N a t i v e American Peoples o f t h e 
Americas. The welcome was c o n t i n u e d w i t h 
o ver 175 s o l i d a r i t y s t a t e m e n t s f r o m a wide 
range o f a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and groupg. 

For many, m e e t i n g w i t h t h e Vietnamese 
had a v e r y s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . Some had 
been s t r u g g l i n g i n t h e U.S. and Canada f o r 
many ye a r s a g a i n s t U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m and 
o t h e r s had a c t u a l l y f o u g h t as U.S. t r o o p s 
i n Vietnam. A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e V i e t 
nam V e t e r a n s A g a i n s t t h e War/Winter S o l d 
i e r O r g a n i z a t i o n s t a t e d t h a t "Your w e l 
coming us, e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e who waged war 
on your p e o p l e , as comrades and i n f r i e n d 
s h i p , teaches us t h e meaning o f humanity." 

The a f t e r n o o n s e s s i o n began w i t h p r e 
s e n t a t i o n s f r o m t h e PRG and DRV r e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e s , f o l l o w e d by a q u e s t i o n and answer 
p e r i o d . A major theme t h a t r a n t h r o u g h t h e 
t a l k s g i v e n by Madame An and Mr. Phat, as 
w e l l as t h r o u g h t h e q u e s t i o n and answer 
p e r i o d s c o u l d be summed up b r i e f l y as 
" R e c o n c i l i a t i o n , R e c o n s t r u c t i o n , and Reun
i f i c a t i o n . " 

Madame Pham T h i An p o i n t e d o u t t h a t 
A r t i c l e 21 o f t h e P a r i s Peace Agreements 
embodied t h e U.S. government's promise t o 
h e l p r e b u i l d V i e t n a n . The Vietnamese 
c l e a r l y welcome American a t t e m p t s t o make 
t h e U.S. government l i v e up t o t h i s a gree
ment. However, w h i l e s t r e s s i n g t h e r e s p o n 
s i b i l i t y o f t h e U.S. government i n t h i s 
m a t t e r , t h e y a l s o s a i d t h a t a l l f i n a n c i a l 
as w e l l as o t h e r forms o f a s s i s t a n c e f r o m 
American p e o p l e would be welcome. 

Saturday e v e n i n g , an i n f o r m a l f a r e w e l l 
r e c e p t i o n gave t h e U.S. and Canadian p e o p l e 
a chance t o t a l k d i r e c t l y w i t h t h e V i e t 
namese. The c o n v e n t i o n t h e n c o n c l u d e d w i t h 
an e x p r e s s i o n o f s o l i d a r i t y between N a t i v e 
Americans who had been s t r u g g l i n g a g a i n s t 
U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m s i n c e i t s i n c e p t i o n , and 
t h o s e who had g i v e n U.S. i m p e r i a l i s m i t s 
f i r s t r e s o u n d i n g d e f e a t . I n a d e e p l y moving 
ceremony. N a t i v e Americans o f many d i f f e r 
e n t t r i b e s passed a s y m b o l i c peace p i p e t o 
t h e Vietncimese d e l e g a t i o n . 

summing up 
Throughout t h e c o n f e r e n c e , women p r e -

dcaninated i n l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n s . I t was 
q u i t e s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t h e men who worked 
c l o s e l y w i t h them were a b l e t o a c c e p t t h e i r 
l e a d e r s h i p . The enthusiasm, d e d i c a t i o n , 
and competence o f t h e women themselves ex
p r e s s e d t h e e x p l o s i v e f o r c e o f women s t r u g 
g l i n g t o g e t h e r . 

D u r i n g t h e c r i t i c i s m - s e l f - c r i t i c i s m 
m e etings w h i c h f o l l o w e d t h e c o n f e r e n c e , 
one c r i t i c i s m was c o n s i s t e n t l y made. No 
B l a c k o r g a n i z a t i o n s were r e p r e s e n t e d and 
A s i a n groups were u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d . Yet 
t h e Vietnamese d e l e g a t i o n had o r i g i n a l l y 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e y would e s p e c i a l l y l i k e 
t o g r e e t comrades from t h e T h i r d W o r l d , 
women, and v e t e r a n s . The Vietnamese ex
p l a i n e d t h a t t h e y p l a c e d t h e u t m o s t impor
t a n c e on T h i r d World s t r u g g l e s . 

The c o m p o s i t i o n o f t h o s e i n a t t e n d a n c e 
d i d n o t r e f l e c t t h e f o r c e s w h i c h have p r o 
v i d e d and c o n t i n u e t o p r o v i d e l e a d e r s h i p 
f o r r e v o l u t i o n a r y g r o w t h i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 
W h i t e p e o p l e p l a y e d t h e p r i m a r y r o l e s i n 
o r g a n i z i n g t h e Vancouver c o n f e r e n c e , be
cause t h e y were t h e ones i n i t i a l l y c o n t a c 
t e d . The l a c k o f T h i r d World p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
r e f l e c t s a b a s i c l a c k o f a b i l i t y t o com
munic a t e w i t h n a t i o n a l movements as w e l l 
as t h e l a c k o f a b a s i s f o r w h i t e p e o p l e 
t o o r g a n i z e T h i r d W orld p e o p l e , even i n t o 
something as s i m p l e as t h e Vancouver con
f e r e n c e . Unless we can b u i l d a q u a l i t a t i 
v e l y h i g h e r l e v e l o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l u n i t y , 
t h a t w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be t h e case. 

The s o l i d a r i t y w h i c h came o u t o f t h a t 
c o n f e r e n c e was a p o w e r f u l f o r c e , i t b r o u g h t 
f r e s h s t r e n g t h and renewed commitment t o 
hundreds o f o r g a n i z e r s . Such s o l i d a r i t y , 
h arnessed by t h e c o n s c i o u s p o l i t i c a l s t r u g 
g l e f o r u n i t y , i s an e s s e n t i a l f o r c e i n 
b u i l d i n g a r e v o l u t i o n . 



AFRICA 
LOURENCO MARQUES, MOZAMBIQUE- The week 
o f June 22 saw t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e Peo
p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f Mozmbique. The new r e 
p u b l i c was t h e r e s u l t o f t e n years o f v a l 
i a n t armed s t r u g g l e by t h e Moaamblquean 
p e o p l e . The people were l e d by t h e i r o r 
g a n i s a t i o n rRELIMO(ront f o r t h e L i b e r a t i o n 
o f Mozambique), 

Saraora Machel, t h e f i r s t P r e s i d e n t o f 
t h e r e p u b l i c , i n a speech t o c h e e r i n g t h 
thousands o u t l i n e d t h e g o a l s o f t h e new 
s t a t e . Under t h e g u i d i n g p r i n c i p l e s o f 
t h e worker-peasant a l l i a n c e and "from 
each a c c o r d i n g t o h i s a b i l i t y , t o each ac
c o r d i n g t o h i s work", Machel s t a t e d t h a t 
b u i l d i n g a s t r o n g economy was one o f t h e 
f i r s t p r i o r i t y s o f t h e new c o u n t r y . The 
i m p e r i a l i s t s have been waging an i n t e n 
t i o n a l d e s t a b i l l z a t i o n campaign ever s i n c e 
t h e y l e a r n e d t h a t Mozambique would become 
f r e e . Machel a l s o s t a t e d t h a t Mozambique 
was an a n t l - l r a p e r l a l i s t s t a t e d e d i c a t e d 
t o t h e complete l i b e r a t i o n o f Southern 
A f r i c a . I n t e r n a l l y , Machel l i s t e d t h e c 
complete e m a n c i p a t i o n o f women,the e x t e n 
s i o n o f h e a l t h care f a c t l i t y s t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e c o u n t r y , and t h e y o u t h as area which 
had p r i o i t y . C o n c l u d i n g , Machel c a l l e d 
on t h e p e o ple o f Mozambique t o c o n t i n u e 
t h f e i r v i g i l a n c e a g a i n s t i m p e r i a l i s t and 
c l a s s enemys. 

The l i b e r a t i o n o f C h i n a , I n d o c h i n a , 
Guine-Bissau and now Mozambique a r e 

U.S. ATTACKS BLACKS 
P o l i c e , v i g i l a n t e s and v a r i o u s govern

ment agencies have launched a massive a t 
t a c k on B l a c k people w i t h i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s . These a t t a c k s i n c l u d e p o l i c e and 
v i g i l a n t e a t t a c k s on i n n o c e n t B l a c k peo
p l e ; t h e s y s t e m a t i c r e p r e s s i o n and murder 
o f B l a c k freedom f i g h t e r s and t h e i r organ
i z a t i o n s ; i n t e n s i f y i n g t h e use o f c o u r t s 
r a i l r o a d more poor p t e o p l e t o j a i l and t h e 
d u a l e f f o r t s o f t h e r u l i n g c l a s s and t h e 
government t o e l i m i n a t e j o b s , h e a l t h s e r 
v i c e s and food f o r poor and a l l oppressed 
p e o p l e s . 

The most v i c i o u s form o f t h e a t t a c k s 
a r e t h e b r u t a l v i g i l a n t e and p o l i c e as
s a u l t s on B l a c k communitys t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
U„S, I n e a r l y June, p o l i c e i n Hamlet, 
N o r t h C a r o l i n a b a d l y beat a B l a c k woman. 
T h i s i n c i d e n t l e d t o two n i g h t s o f r e b e l 
l i o n s . I n Pensacola F l o r i d a , Blacks have 
been p r o t e s t i n g s i n c e December t h e murder 
by p o l i c e o f a B l a c k t r a f f i c v i o l a t o r . 
F i f t y f o u r p e a c e f u l d e m o n s t r a t o r s were 
beaten and a r r e s t e d f o r p r o t e s t i n g t h e 
murder. I n T a f t C a l i f o r n i a t h e t h i r t e e n 
r e m a i n i n g B l a c k r e s i d e n t s were l i t e r a l l y 
r u n o u t o f town by a drunken w h i t e l y n c h 
mob. B l a c k y o u t h s t e n years and o l d e r a r e 
b e i n g r e g u l a r i l y i n c i t i e s such as New 
York and A t l a n t a . P o l i c e a r e f r e q u e n t l y 
a t t a c k i n g e n t i r e communities i n Kansas and 
V i r g i n i a . The p o l i c e f o r c e s o f t h e S.F, 
Bay Area have proven e x c e p t i o n a l l y v i c i o u s 
and have murdered over t e n un-armed B l a c k 
y o u t h s i n t h e p a s t two y e a r s . 

One o f t h e most t h r e a t e n i n g a s p e c t s 
o f t h e s e a t t a c k s i s t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y open 
c o o p e r a t i o n between p o l i c e and v i g i l a n t e s . 
I n T a f t when w h i t e s f i r e d on B l a c k 
I n T a f t when t h e B l a c k s were r u n out and 
Hampton B i r g l n i a when w h i t e s f i r e d on B l 
B l a c k c h i l d r e n , t h e l o c a l p o l i c e r e f u s e d 
t o a r r e s t t h e a t t a c k e r s . When s i x v i g i l 
a n t e s t h r e w a man o f f a c l i f f i n Redone 
Beach C a l i f o r n i a f o r a l l e g e d l y s t e a l i n g a 
t e l e v i s i o n s e t , t h e p o l i c e s t a t e d t h a t " 
you c a n ' t t a k e a man's TV s e t , s i t t i n g 
i n f r o n t o f t h e TV d r i n k i n g a b e e r , i s n ' t 
t h a t what America i s a l l a b o u t ? " B r o t h e r s 
and s i s t e r s i n Pensacola d i s c o v e r e d i n 
t h e i r i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h a t w h i t e v i g i l a n t e s 
had been s e c r e t l y r i d i n g i n p a t r o l c a r s 
w i t h t h e s h e r i f f s . 

These a t t a c k s on t h e B l a c k community 
ex t e n d t o t h e B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n Movement. 
Government a t t a c k s on t h e San Q u e n t i n 6, 
W i l m i n t o n 10, t h e R e p u b l i c o f New A f r i c a , 
B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n Army and numerous o t h e r 
B l a c k r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s and t h e i r o r g a n i z a 
t i o n s a r e v i c i o u s . Whe M e l v i n Rema Kear
ny, accused B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n Army member 
and P r i s o n e r o f War, was a t t e m p t i n g t o es
cape from a c o n c e n t r a t i o n camp, t h e rope 
he was .descending was c u t , sending him t o 
h i s d e a t h . When Kombozi Am l s t a d was 
wounded i n a s h o o t o u t , he was stomped on 
as he l a i d b l e e d i n g t o death as l a y on t h e 
f l o o r . E a r l i r i n New Orleans a l l e d g e d BLA 
members were subje c t e d to e l e c t r i c shock 

g r e a t v i c t o r y s f o r t h e p e o p l e o f t h e 
w o r l d . Our d u t y i s t o defend t h e s e 
V i c t o r y s and h e l p c r e a t e t h e c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r many more v i c t o r y s . As A l m i c a r Ca
b r a l showed us t h e b e s t way t o s u p p o r t t h e 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e s o f o t h e r s 
i s t o t a k e up arms and l i b e r a t e o u r s e l v e s , 

NAKURU, KENYA- On June 19, Angola's t h r e e 
l i b e r a t i o n movements agreed t o end t h e 
f i g h t i n g among thems e l v e s . The agreement 
endsd s i x days o f n e g o t i a t i o n s between t h e 
t h r e e Qidea i n t h i s Kenyan town. The 
m e e t i n g was c a l l e d t o o r d e r by Keuya's 
P r e s i d e n t , Jomo K e n y a t t a . Many Angoalans 
had been k i l l e d i n t h e b i t t e r f i g h t i n g . 

The agreement d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e y w i l l 
i n t e g r a t e t h e i r armed f o r c e s , l i b e r a t e 
p r i s o n e r s , and b u i l d u n i t y i n p r e p a r a t i o n 
f o r Angola's f u l l independence w h i c h i s 
due i n November, Much o f t h e f i g h t i n g 
had been between t h e P o p u l a r Movement f o r 
t h e L i b e r a t i o n o f Angola(MPLA) and t h e 
F r o n t f o r t h e N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n o f An-
g o a l (FNLA), The MPLA's co-f o u n d e r was 
a l m i c a r C a b r a l and i s c o n s i d e r e d one o f 
t h e most p r o g r e s s i v e movements i n A f r i c a . 
The FLNA has been under s u s p i c i o n f o r many 
reasons i n c l u d i n g i t s s t a t e m e n t t h a t would 
a l l o w G u l f O i l t o remain a f t e r l i b e r a t i o n . 

A f r i c a n freedom f i g h t e r s t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e w o r l d a c c l a i m e d t h e d e c i s i o n t o end 
t h e f i g h t i n g . I t s i g n a l s a n o t h e r s t e p 
foward i n t h e s t r u g g l e t o l i b e r a t e A f r i 
ca and A f r i c a n s . 

t o r t u r e . R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s must emphasize 
i n t h e i r mass work t h a t a l l segments o f 
t h e B l a c k community a r e under a t t a c k and 
when we defend t h e BLA,other B l a c k o r g a n i 
z a t i o n s and p r i s o n e r s o f war, we a r e de
f e n d i n g o u r s e l v e s . 

The p r i s o n s a r e o v e r f l o w i n g w i t h B l a c k s 
and o t h e r p e o ple o f c o l o r . On one hand 
t h e r u l i n g c l a s s has decreed t h a t B l a c k s 
a r e n o t t o have j o b s , e d u c a t i o n o r h e a l t h ' 
s e r v i c e s . T h e i r l a c k e y , G e r a l d F o r d , has 
v e t o e d e v e r y p i e c e o f l e g l i s l a t i o n t h a t 
would p r o v i d e even t o k e n r e l i e f f o r t h e 
poor p e o p l e i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . Mean
w h i l e t h e Urban League s t a t e s t h a t unem
ployment f o r B l a c k s i s over t w e n t y f i v e 
p e r c e n t . Even by government f i g u r e s unem
ployment among young B l a c k males i s over 
f o r t y - f i v e p e r c e n t . Senator B u c k l e y i s 
l e a d i n g t h e newest f a s c i s t a s s u l t on t h e 
l i v e s o f B l a c k s . Under h i s food stamp 
b i l l . Any f a m i l y o f f o u r t h a t makes o n l y 
f i v e thousand a year would no l o n g e r be 
e l g i b l e f o r food stamps. At t h e same t i m e 
G e r a l d Ford i s p u s h i n g t h r o u g h a new " 
" c r i m e " b i l l t h a t makes any economic c r i m e 
( c r i m e s i n v o l v i n g p r o p e r t y ) p u n i s h a b l e by 
l i f e i m p r i s o n m e n t . Under t h i s b i l l d i s s e n t 
would o f t e n be p u n i s h a b l e ( o f f i c i a l y ) by 
d e a t h . 

Other p e o p l e o f c o l o r i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s a r e under a t t a c k . Chinese demon
s t r a t o r s i n New York were b r u t a l l y a t 
t a c k e d by p o l i c e a t c i t y h a l l w h i l e t h e y 
were p r o t e s t i n g p o l i c e b r u t a l i t y i n China
town. The U.S.'s b r u t a l a t t a c k s on n a t i v e 
A mericans(see Wounded Knee newsnote) have 
never ended. Righteous s e l f - d e f e n s e o f 
N a t i v e American w a r r i o r s has never ended 
a l s o . I n Texas t e n Chicano u n i o n o r g a n i 
z e r s were b r u t a l l y murdered. One r a n c h 
owner g l e e f u l l y s t a t e d " I t i s open season 
down h e r e . " 

Genocide a g a i n s t B l a c k and o t h e r p e o ple 
o f c o l o r i s a r e a l p o s s i b i l i t y w i t h i n t h e 
U.S. As t h e economy becomes worse t h e l i 
v i n g c o n d i t i o n s o f T h i r d World p e o p l e w i l l 
become much worse. The enemy r e a l i z e s 
t h a t as r e p r e s s i o n becomes worse, r e s i s 
t a n c e w i l l grow. Thsy a r e p r e p a r i n g 
t h e i r f a s c i s t m achinery t o d e a l w i t h p r o 
t e s t a t any f o r m . What we must do i s 
p u l l t o g e t h e r , defend each o t h e r , r e s i s t 
e v e r y blow and a t t a c k t h e a t t a c k e r s . As 
George Jackson showed us, we must " S e t t l e 
y o ur quarrels,come t o g e t h e r , u n d e r s t a n d 
t h e r e a l i t y o f our s i t u a t i o n , u n d e r s t a n d 
t h a t f a s c i s m i s a l r e a d y h e r e , t h a t p e o p l e 
a r e a l r e a d y d y i n g who c o u l d be s a v e d , t h a t 
t h a t g e n e r a t i o n s more w i l l d i e o r l i v e 
poor b u t c h e r e d h a l f - l i v e s i f you f a i l t o 
a c t . Do what must be done, d i s c o v e r your 
h u m a n i t y and your l o v e i n r e v o l u t i o n . Pass 
on t h e t o r c h . J o i n us, g i v e up your l i f e 
f o r t h e People. 

PACE 11 

BUENOS AIRES - On June 25 t h e w o r k e r s o f 
A r g e n t i n a launched a p a r a l y z i n g g e n e r a l 
s t r i k e . P r e s i d e n t M a ria I s a b e l Feron I n 
s t i g a t e d t h e s t r i k e by r e f u s i n g wage i n 
creases t h a t would have o n l y made up 1/3 
o f t h e I n f l a t i o n t h a t has plagued A r g e n t i 
na. The a t r i k e was c a l l e d by t h e General 
Labor C o n f e d e r a t i o n w h i c h encompasses most 
o f A r g e n t i n a ' s 2.5 m i l l i o n u n i o n i z e d work
e r s . The Labor C o n f e d e r a t i o n has always 
been t h e backbone o f t h e F e r o n i s t movement. 
A c o n f r o n t a t i o n between t h e government and 
t h e u n i o n c o u l d s p l i t A r g e n t i n a . The 7 hour 
s t r i k e c l o s e d down Buenos A i r e s . R o s a r l o , 
Cordoba and La P l a t a . As June c l o s e d l a b o r 
l e a d e r s met t o d e t e r m i n e i f t h e s t r i k e w i l l 
be extended. 

E a r l i e r t h i s week, t h e Montoneroa 
c l a i m e d t h e y r e c e i v e d a $60 m i l l i o n ransom 
f o r two d i r e c t o r s o f t h e Bunge y Born com
pany, an a g r i c u l t u r a l and i n d u s t r i a l g i a n t 
w i t h overseas i n t e r e s t s . The ransom i n c l u d 
ed a " f i n e , f o r e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t h e Argen
t i n e p e o p l e " . The f i n e was p a i d i n t h e f o r m 
o£: a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s o f food and c l o t h i n g 
f o r t h e p o o r , sweeping wage i n c r e a s e s and 
b e n e f i t s t o w o r k e r s i n t h e company's p l a n t s . 
Long L i v e t h e S p i r i t o f Che Guevara'. 
B E H I N D THE L I N E S C O N T . 

June 14 and 16 saw t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f 
bombing a t t a c k s i n s u p p o r t o f P u e r t o R i c a n 
L i b e r a t i o n i n Chicago, New York and P u e r t o 
R i c o . On t h e m o r n i n g o f June 14, t h e Armed 
Forces o f P u e r t o Rican N a t i o n s 1 L i b e r a t i o n 
(FALN) a t t a c k e d two downtown Chicago o f 
f i c e b u i l d i n g s . The f i r s t e x p l o s i o n went 
o f f a t t h e U n i t e d I n s u r a n c e B u i l d i n g which 
houses t h e U n i t e d o f America Bank. The se
cond e x p l o s i o n went o f f a t t h e M i d c o n t i n -
e n t a l Plaza B u i l d i n g . The c a l l e r from t h e 
FALN demanded "Free a l l P o l i t i c a l P r i s o n 
e r s " . P r e v i o u s l y t h e FALN had c l a i m e d c r e 
d i t f o r s e v e r a l bomb b l a s t s i n New York 
and P u e r t o R i c o . 

The bomb e x p l o s i o n s on June 16 were 
a l l i n s u p p o r t o f w o r k e r s ' s t r u g g l e s i n 
P u e r t o R i c o . I n New York t h e Weather Un
derground c l a i m e d c r e d i t f o r a huge b l a s t 
a t t h e P u e r t o R i c a n Banco de Ponce. The 
b l a s t s h a t t e r e d windows a l l t h e way up 
t o t h e s i x t h f l o o r . 

The Weather Underground s t a t e d t h e y 
bombed t h e bank i n s u p p o r t o f 500 cement 
w o r k e r s a t t h e Ponce Cement Company. The 
F i r m i s owned by L u i s F e r r e , a former gov
e r n o r o f t h e i s l a n d and a p e r s o n a l f r i e n d 
o f N i xon and R o c k e f e l l e r . The f i r m i s t h e 
l a r g e s t p r o d u c e r o f cement on t h e i s l a n d . 
Three o t h e r bombings have o c c u r r e d on t h e 
i s l a n d i n s u p p o r t o f t h e s t r i k e . 

On t h e same day i n P u e r t o R i c o , f o u r 
bombs d e s t r o y e d t e l e p h o n e i n s t a l l a t i o n 
l i n e s . The P u e r t o R i c a n Telephone A u t h o r 
i t y i s b e i n g s t r u c k by i t s w o r k e r s . They 
have been on s t r i k e s i n c e A p r i l 22. 5000 
phone l i n e s have been knocked o u t s i n c e 
t h e s t r i k e has s t a r t e d . 

Chairman Mao has s t a t e d t h a t t h e 
t h r e e n e c e s s a r y elements f o r a s u c c e s s f u l 
n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n s t r u g g l e a r e a r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y P a r t y , a N a t i o n a l U n i t e d F r o n t and 
a People's Army. We must remember t h a t r e 
v o l u t i o n a r y v i o l e n c e i s most e f f e c t i v e 
when connected w i t h t h e s t r u g g l e o f t h e 
masses. The s t r u g g l e o f oppressed communi
t i e s , w o r k e r s and poor people need t o be 
s u p p o r t e d by any means ne c e s s a r y . We a r e 
s u r e t h a t t h e f o r c e s waging armed mass 
s t r u g g l e f o r P u e r t o R i c a n N a t i o n a l L i b e r a 
t i o n w i l l be s u c c e s s f u l and P u e r t o R i c o 
w i l l be free'. 



ORGANIZING IN THE MILITARY 

The main element m i s s i n g i n t h e GI move
ment i 3 t h e GI o r g a n i z e r . The o u t s i d e sup
p o r t c e n t e r has a d e f i n i t e f u n c t i o n , and 
t h e r e are a few s t i l l i n e x i s t e n c e . However 
few o r g a n i z e r s a c t u a l l y work i n s i d e t h e m i l 
i t a r y and t o o r g a n i s e people e f f e c t i v e l y , 
t h i s i s a necessary c o n d i t i o n . 

I t i s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t t h e movement has 
so few o r g a n i z e r s i n t h e m i l i t a r y because 
t h e US m i l i t a r y ( N a t i o n a l Guard and Reserves 
as w e l l as a c t i v e d u t y ) i s a s t r a t e g i c a l l y 
i m p o r t a n t area o f work. I n l i m i t i n g t h e 
a b i l i t y o f t h e r u l i n g c l a s s to use i t s armed 
f o r c e s a g a i n s t t h e p e o ple a t home and ab
r o a d , t h e GI movement i s a c r i t i c a l and 
sometimes d e c i s i v e f o r c e . For example i n 
t h e immediate p o s t WWII e r a hundreds o f 
thousands o f GI's s t a t i o n e d i n the South, 
s o u t h e a s t and East A s i a d e m o nstrated f o r 
d e m o b i l i z a t i o n and n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e . T h i s 
was a key reason why the US c o u l d n o t i n t 
ervene i n t h e Chinese r e v o l u t i o n t o a g r e a t e r 
degree. A l s o , d u r i n g t h e r i o t s o f t h e 60's, 
some B l a c k N a t i o n a l Guardsmen r e f u s e d t o 
s e r v e o r t u r n e d t h e guns around. The GI 
movement o£ the l a t e 1960's and e a r l y 1970's 
c l e a r l y h e l p e d make t h e US f o r c e s u s e l e s s 
i n I n d o c h i n a . Many Vietnam GI's a l s o be-
em»* r e v v l u t i c n a r i e s as a r e s u l t of t h e i r 

However, m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z e r s g e n e r a l l y 
have n o t l a s t e d i n t h e s e r v i c e . Most GI's 
who become p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e d u r i n g t h e i r 
s e r v i c e or ( i n the past) when being d r a f t e d 
Simply say " t h e h e l l w i t h I t ! " and a c t on 
the p h i l o s o p h y o f "what i f t h e y gave a war 
ana nobody came." They c h a l l e n g e t h e brass 
o u t f c c n t i n t h e i r u n i t and a t t r a c t a l o t 
Of a t t e n t i o n . But p a r t o£ the m i l i t a r y ' s 
Strategy t o r e p r e s s t h e GI movement i s t h e 
" s u r g i c a l " t e c h n i q u e o f d i s c h a r g i n g e v e r y 
one i n s i g h t . The o n l y known t r o u b l e m a k e r s 
who s t a y i n s i d e a r e t h o s e who a r e i n e f f e c 
t i v e i n t h e eyes o f t h e b r a s s . T h i ^ com
bined w i t h t h e t u r n o v e r r a t e ; means t h a t 
most i f n o t a l l o£ the Gl o r g a n i z e r s of the 
l a t e so's and e a r l y 70"s a r e now c i v i l i a n s 
and t h e y g e n e r a l l y can n o t g e t back i n s i d e 
even i f t h e y want t o because o f t h e i r r e 
c o r d . Faced with t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s , we 
c l e a r l y need to d e v e l o p a b e t t e r under
s t a n d i n g o f what e f f e c t i v e GI work i s about. 
ON THE OUTSIDE 

But m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z e r s g e n e r a l l y have 
n o t l a s t e d i n t h e s e r v i c e . Most GIs who 
become p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e d u r i n g t h e i r 
s e r v i c e o r when b e i n g d r a f t e d i n t h e p a s t 
s i m p l y say, " t h e h e l l w i t h i t ! " and a c t on 
t h e p h i l o s o p h y o f "what i f t h e y gave a war 
and nobody came?" They c h a l l e n g e t h e 
b r a s s out f r o n t i n t h e i r u n i t and a t t c a c t 
a l o t o f a t t e n t i o n . 

P a r t o f t h e m i l i t a r y ' s s t r a t e g y t o r e 
p r e s s t h e GI movement i s t h e " s u r g i c a l " 
t e c h n i q u e o f d i s c h a r g i n g everyone i n s i g h t . 
The o n l y Icnown t r o u b l e - m a k e r s who s t a y i n 
s i d e a r e those who are i n e f f e c t i v e i n t h e 
eyec of t h e b r a s s . Combining t h i s w i t h 
t h e t u r n o v e r r a t e means t h a t most, i f n o t 
a l l , o f t h e GI o r g a n i z e r s o f t h e l a t e 60's 
and e a r l y 70's a r e now c i v i l i a n s . Gener
a l l y t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s can not g e t back ' 
i n s i d e t h e m i l i t a r y even i f t h e y want 
t o , because o f t h e i r r e c o r d s . Faced w i t h 
t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s , we c l e a r l y need t o de- j 
v e l o p a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f what e f f e c 
t i v e GI work i s about. 

The people w i t h p a s t p r a c t i c e i n t h e m i l 
i t a r y o r t h e v e t e r a n ' s movement ar e o f t e n 
b e s t s u i t e d t o do GI work. They know how 
t h e system works. They know how i t f e e l s . 
They can h e l p a c t i v e d u t y GIS b e s t . They 
can a l s o h e l p c i v i l i a n s w i t h c l e a n e r r e 

c o r d s t o go i n s i d e and o r g a n i z e e f f e c t i v e l y . 
They can p r o v i d e o u t s i d e c o n n e c t i o n and 
s u p p o r t as w e l l as h e l p o r g a n i z e r s a v o i d 
t h e e r r o r s t h a t t h e y made. 

By c h o o s i n g bases w e l l , o u t s i d e o r g a n i 
z e r s can e s t a b l i s h good p r o j e c t s . They 
can do c o u n s e l i n g , o u t - f r o n t work l i k e 
o f f - b a s e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , p r i n t i n g up news
p a p e r s , d i s t r i b u t i n g m a t e r i a l s , e t c . As 
t h e c o n n e c t i n g l i n k t o t h e commiinity, t h e y 
can t i e t h e amnesty movement (amnesty f o r 
t h e GI o r g a n i z e r s o f t h e p a s t , among o t h e r s ) 
t o t h e GI movement t h r o u g h a N a t i o n a l Cam
p a i g n f o r a Single-Type D i s c h a r g e . 

COLLECTIVE ORGANIZATION 
An o r g a n i z i n g p r o j e c t i s t o o i m p o r t a n t 

n o t t o be o r g a n i z e d c o l l e c t i v e l y , because 
o f t h e d i s c i p l i n e d p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m r e q u i r e d . 
The need f o r p o l i t i c a l c l a r i t y can come 
o n l y f r o m c o l l e c t i v e work. F u r t h e r , a c o l 
l e c t i v e can s u r v i v e an i n d i v i d u a l ' s depar
t u r e because i t f u n c t i o n s as f i n g e r s on a 
hand, i f one f i n g e r i s l o s t , i t ' s s t i l l 
p o s s i b l e t o use t h e hand. The need f o r 
t i g h t s e c u r i t y i s a n o t h e r reason t h a t makes 
a c o l l e c t i v e t h e b e s t f o r m f o r p o l i t i c a l 
work a t an o u t s i d e s u p p o r t c e n t e r . 

ON THE INSIDE 
W i t h o u t GI o r g a n i z e r s t h e r e can be no 

GI movement. W e l l - b a l a n c e d and capable 
people s h o u l d be encouraged t o e n t e r t h e 
m i l i t a r y armed w i t h an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
how t o do e f f e c t i v e work i n s i d e . 

The v o l u n t e e r army's "equal o p p o r t u n i t y " 
push t o g e t poor w o r k i n g c l a s s women i n 
s i d e a l s o makes t h i s a c r i t i c a l o r g a n i z i n g 
a r e a . There i s a tremendous b a s i s f o r an 
a n t i - s e x i s t d i m e n s i o n t o GI o r g a n i z i n g . 
Women i n s i d e can b e s t be o r g a n i z e d by 
o t h e r women. Women o r g a n i z e r s s h o u l d 
s e r i o u s l y c o n s i d e r g o i n g i n t o t h e m i l i t a r y . 

The " v o l u n t e e r " army has n o t made m i l 
i t a r y o r g a n i z i n g i m p o s s i b l e . The e n l i s t e e 
i s o f t e n more angry t h a n t h e d r a f t e e was 
because t h e e n l i s t e e was duped, and knows 
i t . 

The Mayaguez i n c i d e n t has s e n t shock 
waves o f r e a c t i o n t h r o u g h o u t t h e armed 
f o r c e s . The mounting c a s u a l t y f i g u r e s , 
t h e o b v i o u s arrogance o£ the a c t i o n , the 
o f f i c i a l d i s h o n e s t y and media c o m p l i c i t y 
a r e a l l t h i n g s t h a t a r e d r i v i n g home t h e 
f a c t s o f l i f e t o GIs, and p r o v o k i n g a r e 
a c t i o n . For SKample, t h e news media has 
l e a k e d o u t i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t a number o f 
Marines were d i s c i p l i n e d f o r r e f u s i n g t o 
m o b i l i z e as p a r t o£ the Mayaguez a s s a u l t 
force. 

L i f e i n s i d e t h e m i l i t a r y i s not as bad 
as r e p u t e d i f one i s d o i n g e f f e c t i v e p o l i 
t i c a l work, and I t c l o s e t i e s e x i s t w i t h 
o u t s i d e l o c a l people. Ge t t i n g o u t i s n o t 
e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t and can be done i n a 
p o l i t i c a l l y p r o d u c t i v e manner when t h e 
t i m e comes. On t h e o t h e r hand, such a 
Step whould o n l y be t a k e n a f t e r s e r i o u s 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n and w i t h f u l l awareness o f 
t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s as w e l l as t h e p o s s i b i l 
i t i e s i n v o l v e d . 

I t i s a l s o mandatory f o r a c t i v i s t s i n 
s i d e t o have a c l e a r g r a s p o f some fun d a 
m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e s . Those a r e : 1) Secur
i t y i s e s s e n t i a l . M i l i t a r y i n t e l l i g e n c e 

a g e nts w i l l be a s s i g n e d t o become y o u r 
f r i e n d s . Due to the d i s c h a r g e s t r a t e g y 
o f t h e b r a s s , the a b i l i t y o f t h e a c t i v i s t 
t o r e m a i n i n s i d e and f r e e t o do work 
r e q u i r e s t i g h t s e c u r i t y . O r g a n i z e r s who 
expose themselves s h o u l d n o t e x p e c t t o 
r e m a i n i n s i d e . When t h e b r a s s can d i s 
charge t h e o r g a n i z e r s , t h e y can r o o t o u t 
o u r n e c e s s a r y i n f r a s t r u c t u r e b e f o r e we 
a r e a b l e t o f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h i t . T h i s 
has happened a l r e a d y . 2) F i g h t i n g t h e 
T r a i n e e Brainwash. The t r a i n e e b r a i n 
wash (sometimes known as b o o t camp) i s a 
shock t r e a t m e n t a s s a u l t on t h e " c i v i l i a n " 
m e n t a l i t y . The o r g a n i z e r w i l l f i n d h e r / 
h i s own s t a b i l i t y t h r e a t e n e d . She o r he 
may f i n d a few comrades i n t h e t r a i n i n g 
company o r p l a t o o n , b u t i t i s u s u a l l y im
p o s s i b l e f o r t r a i n e e s t o d e v e l o p t h e t o 
g e t h e r n e s s n ecessary f o r e f f e c t i v e work. 
The main s t r u g g l e i n t r a i n e e o r g a n i z i n g 
i s t h e b a t t l e f o r t h e minds o f t h e m i d d l e 
elements who a r e a m a j o r i t y among t h e 
t r a i n e e s . Through low l e v e l work, and/or 
c l a n d e s t i n e a c t i o n , t h e o r g a n i z e r s h o u l d 
a t t e m p t t o c r a c k t h e b r a i n w a s h , what 
happens d u r i n g t h e t r a i n e e p e r i o d s e t s t h e 
t o n e o f t h e average GI's e n t i r e t o u r o f 
d u t y . 

D u r i n g t h i s t r a i n e e p e r i o d t h e o r g a 
n i z e r s h o u l d n o t expose h e r s e l f t o t h e 
enemy. T h i s i s t h e t i m e when p e o p l e w i l l 
be " t r a c k e d " and l a b e l e d as t r o u b l e m a k e r s . 
A l t h o u g h t h e o r g a n i z e r may have been a b l e 
t o o b t a i n a s t r a t e g i c assignment, exposure 
w i l l d e s t r o y t h i s s t r e n g t h . The b r a s s 
w i l l make s u r e t h a t t h e exposed i n d i v i d u a l 
i s i s o l a t e d and/or t h r o w n o u t i m m e d i a t e l y . 

" H o l d o v e r s " a r e p e o p l e a w a i t i n g j u 
d i c i a l a c t i o n o r whose o r d e r s have been 
d e l a y e d . They a r e o f t e n a s s i g n e d t o 
t r a i n e e u n i t s . O r g a n i z e r s a s s i g n e d t o 
t r a i n e e u n i t s , as " h o l d o v e r s " w i l l have t h e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t h i s o r g a n i z i n g . 

CLANDESTINE ACTION 
C o n d i t i o n s i n s i d e t h e m i l i t a r y make 

c l a n d e s t i n e a c t i o n g e n e r a l l y q u i t e u s e f u l . 
The degree o f f a s c i s m i n s i d e t h e m i l i t a r y 
makes many a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h would be l e g a l 
on t h e o u t s i d e I l l e g a l and more p o l i t i c a l l y 
c harged i n s i d e . An underground h e r e would 
be v e r y i m p o r t a n t . 

The mind o f a GI condemned t o 14 hours 
o f KP i n a day can g e n e r a t e many c r e a t i v e 
i d e a s . A c t i o n s Should be e v a l u a t e d f i r s t 
i n t e r m s o f t h e i r l i b e r a t i n g e f f e c t on t h e 
o u t l o o k o f t h e masses o£ G I s , and second, 
t o i n s t i l l f e a r and p a n i c among t h e b r a s s , 
p o s s i b l y t o f o r c e a c o n c e s s i o n . T a r g e t s 
s h o u l d be o u t s i d e o£ t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s ' 
immediate u n i t I n o r d e r t o a v o i d h e a t . 
P r e f e r a b l y t a r g e t s s h o u l d be h a t e d symbols 
of r a c i s m , r e p r e s s i o n , m i l i t a r i s m , e t c . 
A c t i v i t i e s such as s p r a y p a i n t i n g , sa
b o t a g i n g a m o b i l i z a t i o n e f f o r t , d i s t r i 
b u t i n g m a t e r i a l s on base, b u r n i n g down 
j u s t about any h e a d q u a r t e r s or m i l i t a r y 
" c o u r t h o u s e " , and t e a c h i n g an o f f i c e r 
a l e s s o n , can o f t e n s p a r k o t h e r such 
a c t i v i t i e s by o t h e r GIs. T h i s i s p a r 
t i c u l a r l y t r u e d u r i n g a s t a g e o f r i s i n g 
mass c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 

A s m a l l t i g h t squad, u s u a l l y no 
more t h a n t h r e e p e o p l e , i s e s s e n t i a l f o r 

Brothers one partially hidden giving both the peace sign and power, meet with Okinawan students supporting base workers strike during a 
ttrike in 1971 At that time a Special Forces private who refused riot control duty laid it out this way, "I didn T want to go out and club lots 
of Okinawan people because that's what the Pig is doing to Black people back in the states. I feel that the Okinawan people's struggle is the 
same struggle as all oppressed (or Third World people)-against one foe • the fascist, Amerikan military regime..." 



PAGE 13 

MESSAGES TO THE PEOPLE 
The murder o f Popeye Jackson, p r i s o n 

a c t i v i s t , has c r e a t e d much c o n f u s i o n and 
b i t t e r n e s s among t h e l e f t i n t h e S.F. Bay 
A r e a . W h i l e t h e r e were many c r i t i c i s m s 
o f h i s p o l i t i c s and l i f e s t y l e , many were 
convinced t h a t he was d e d i c a t e d r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y committed t o s t r u g g l e . The New World 
L i b e r a t i o n F r o n t has i s s u e d a s t a t e m e n t 
w hich t h e y deny any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e 
a c t i o n . They a l s o s t a t e t h a t he was an 
agent who needed d e a l i n g w i t h . Since t h f l t 
t i m e t h e r e has been no c o n c r e t e evidence 
o f f e r e d that Popeye was s n i t c h i n g . There 
have been statements from t h e SLA, Weather 
underground, and vvAW-wso(Bay Area AIMF), 
denouncing t h e a c t i o n and s t a t i n g t h e i r 
b e l i e f t h a t Popeye was a t r u e comrade. 
The B l a c k L i b e r a t i o n Army and t h e B l a c k 
G u e r i l l a F a m i l y have b o t h i s s u e d s t a t e 
ments ori Popeye's e x e c u t i o n . We have and 
a r e r e p r i n t i n g t h e BGF s t a t e m e n t . U n f o r 
t u n a t e l y we were n o t a b l e t o o b t a i n o f t h e 
BLA statement by press t i m e . We w i l l a t 
tempt t o b r i e f l y summarize i t and w i l l 
t r y t o get i t by n e x t i s s u e . I t s t a t e d 
t h a t t h e r e p r e s s i v e a p p a r a t u s o f t h e s t a t e 
was h a v i n g d i f f i c u l t y I n f i l t r a t i n g t h e 
underground and were r e s o r t i n g t o rumour 
mongerlng t o d i s r u p t t h e l e f t . They a l s o 
p o i n t e d out t h a t rumours t h a t Defense Cap
t a i n s Robert Webb and Fred Bennet were p i g s 
l e d t o t h e i r t r a g i c e x e c u t i o n s . C o n t r a r y 
t o t h e cases o f p i g s Jane A l p e r t and C h r i s 
Thompson, Popeye as o f now has n o t been 
proven t o be a p i g . T h e i r s t a t e m e n t con
c l u d e d w i t h a c a l l t o r e r e a d Blood I n My 
Eye. 

Our p r a c t i c e has r e p e a t e d shown t h e 
dangers o f rumour mongering. I n our v i e w 
t h e reason much o f t h e l e f t r e f u s e s t o 
work t o g e r h e r i s t h a t many have been l a b -
l e d p i g s on t h e b a s i s o f no e v i d e n c e . Once 
l a b l e d as an a g e n t , i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o do 
e f f e c t i v e work. Be v i g i l a n t ; The FBI 
f l i e s show t h a t one o f t h e i r most e f f e c t 
i v e methods was t o have an agent e n t e r an 
o r g a n i s a t i o n and s t a r t l a b e l i n g everyone 

'BLOOD IN OUR EYES' 
The f o l l o w i n g communique was s e n t t o the 
media by t h e B l a c k G u e r r i l l a F a m i l y , an 
underground o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h i n t h e 
C a l i f o r n i a p r i s o n s . I n r e c e n t communiq
ues, t h e New World L i b e r a t i o n F r o n t r e 
quested t h a t the BGF p u t f o r t h an a n a l y s i s 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e murders o f Popeye Jackson 
and S a l l y Voye, and t h i s message i s i n 
response t o t h a t . 

c l a n d e s t i n e a c t i v i t y . Very c a r e f u l ad
vance p l a n n i n g , s c o u t i n g t h e t a r g e t , and 
a good r e t r e a t a r e a l l p a r t o f what i s 
r e q u i r e d t o make a c l a n d e s t i n e a c t i o n 
s u c c e s s f u l . Check o u t t h e base l i b r a r y 
f o r books on s t r a t e g y o f p e o p l e ' s war 
and c o u n t e r - i n s u r g e n c y . 
COMBAT SITUATION 

I n a combat t h e a t e r , t h e whole s i t u 
a t i o n i s more i n t e n s e . Mass c o n s c i o u s 
ness i s more advanced. The o r g a n i z i n g 
i s v i t a l l y i m p o r t a n t , and has a tremen
dous impact upon h i s t o r y . C l a n d e s t i n e 
a c t i v i t y i n p a r t i c u l a r i s r a i s e d t o a 
q u a l i t a t i v e l y h i g h e r l e v e l . The m i l i 
t a r y f i n d s i t v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e t o 
be secure w i t h i n i t s own r a n k s . For 
example, weapons and e x p l o s i v e s a r e 
r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e and e a s i l y a c c e s s i b l e 
i n t h e army. 
MASS LEADERSHIP AND COLLECTIVES 

C o n s o l i d a t i o n o f a s m a l l group i s 
v e r y necessary t o f i g u r e o u t what mass 
q u e s t i o n s t o r a i s e and how t o r a i s e them. 
C o n s o l i d a t i o n must i n v o l v e c o l l e c t i v e 
s t u d y , a n a l y s i s o f c o n d i t i o n s and d e v e l 
opment o f c l e a r s t r a t e g y . The k i n d o f 
i s s u e s t h a t t h e m i l i t a r y can be a t t a c k e d 
upon i n c l u d e t h e r e p r e s s i v e l e g a l system, 
stockade c o n d i t i o n s , g e n e r a l l i v i n g con
d i t i o n s , r a c i s m , sexism, s u p p o r t f o r 
o u t s i d e s t r u g g l e s , l i k e " n o scab l e t t u c e 
on base". 

Mass q u e s t i o n s o f g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e 
may a r i s e t h a t r e q u i r e a mass o r g a n i z a 
t i o n f o r e f f e c t i v e m o b i l i z a t i o n and work. 
The use o f mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e o f t e n 
w o r t h w h i l e and necessary, a l t h o u g h t h e y 
a r e more open t o i n f i l t r a t i o n . E s p e c i a l 
l y i f t h i s i s t h e case, a secure c o l 
l e c t i v e must e x i s t . Not everyone s h o u l d 
work o p e n l y . T h i s ensures t h e s u r v i v a l 
o f t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e when t h e i n e v i t a b l e 
d i s c h a r g e s o c c u r . 

TO THE PEOPLE: 
T h i s i s l o n g i n coming because we had 

d e c i d e d n o t t o become i n v o l v e d . However, 
due t o the c o n f l i c t and s p e c u l a t i o n s w h i c h 
have r i s e n , we f e e l i t i s necessary t o 
c l a r i f y our p o s i t i o n and g i v e an o b j e c t i v e 
o p i n i o n . 

F i r s t , we d i d n o t , i n any way o r f o r m , 
consent t o t h e a c t i o n t h a t was i n i t i a t e d 
a g a i n s t Popeye Jackson and S a l l y Voye. 

R e v o l u t i o n I s by no means a p l e a s a n t 
t a s k and I t l e n o t t o be used t o s e r v e 
p e r s o n a l ends. I t d e p i c t s t h e sad s t a t e 
o f C a p i t a l i s m / C a p i t a l i s t S o c i e t y . Rev
o l u t i o n a r i e s are p r i n c i p l e d , and t a k e care 
i n n o t harming i n n o c e n t p e o p l e , as t h e ob
j e c t i v e i s t o e r a d i c a t e t h e f o r c e s w h i c h / 
and t h a t opprcaa t h e p e o p l e i 

We f e e l t h a t t h e murder o f Popeye 
Jackson and S a l l y Voye was t h e work o f t h e 
p i g s . 

As t o t h e murder o f S a l l y Voye, 
t h e r e i s no j u s t i f i c a t i o n t o t h e l e f t . . . 
e s p e c i a l l y t h e g u e r r i l l a army, b u t i t serves 
t h e p i g s ' i n t e r e s t s t o c r e a t e c o n f u s i o n 
w i t h i n t h e l e f t and t o m a i n t a i n c o n t r o l 
t h r o u g h t h a t c o n f u s i o n . 

The charges lodged a g a i n s t Popeye, 
we f e e l a r e v o i d o f f o u n d a t i o n . I f n o t , 
we demand a f a c t u a l r o o t o f p r o o f . 

The c o n s t a n t a t t a c k s o f t h e A d u l t 
A u t h o r i t y does n o t appear t o be f a v o r e d 
t r e a t m e n t . Since when has harassment 
become f a v o r e d t r e a t m e n t ? The p i g s have 
l i t t l e e l s e t o do b u t s e t up s p e c i a l d i 
v i s i o n s o f harassment t o p e r s e c u t e t h o s e 
who a r e o u t f r o n t s t r u g g l i n g above ground. 

P u t t i n g one i n J a i l on p e t t y crimes 
f u r t h e r I m p r o v e r l s h e s t h e poor and i s a 
s e t b a c k t o any f o r w a r d p r o g r e s s . I t has 
been an easy process t o i s o l a t e Popeye 
w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n known o n l y t o a s e l e c t 
few. 

I t i s a g e n e r a l f a c t t h a t p i g s use 
t r i v i a l charges t o show a tendency o r 
p r o p e n s i t y f o r a h i g h c r i m i n a l m e n t a l i t y . 

Popeye had done 19 y e a r s i n s i d e t h e 
w a l l s and t o r e t u r n h im f o r p e t t y 
crimes i s c o n t r a r y t o t h e spouted 
i l l u s i o n o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n w h ich 
i n an aspect means i f a man commits a 
l e s s e r crime t h a t t h e one he o r i g i n a l l y 
e n t e r e d p r i s o n f o r , p r i s o n has s e r v e d 
a purpose, t o an e x t e n t . 

Popeye was i n v o l v e d i n an area o f 
s o c i a l r e f o r m which i s a s t e p t o con
sci o u s n e s s r a i s i n g . As f a r as we know, 
he was i n f o r m i n g (making aware) t h e o u t -
s i d e o f t h i n g s w i t h i n , i n s i d e , and t h e i r 
UNDERGROUND NEWSPAPERS 

An underground newspaper i s an e f f e c 
t i v e e d u c a t i o n a l t o o l . I t can be p u b l i s h e d 
w i t h t h e h e l p o f o u t s i d e r s . I t must be 
d i s t r i b u t e d c l a n d e s t i n e l y on base. B o t h 
i n s i d e r s and o u t s i d e r s have d i f f e r e n t 
r o l e s i n c o n t r i b u t i n g m a t e r i a l s and i n 
d i s t r i b u t i o n . I n s i d e r s can use t h e news
paper most e f f e c t i v e l y as an o r g a n i z i n g 
t o o l on base. O u t s i d e r s can g e t i t pub
l i s h e d . O u t s i d e r s can be o p e n l y i d e n t i 
f i e d i n t h e paper w i t h c o u n s e l i n g s e r v i c e s 
and p o l i t i c a l e d u c a t i o n p r o j e c t s such as 
f i l m s . 

NATIONALISM OF THIRD WORLD GIS 
E f f e c t i v e work r e q u i r e s a g r a s p o f 

t h e n a t i o n a l consciousness o f t h i r d w o r l d 
GIs. White a c t i v i s t s d e a l w i t h 
n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s n o t because o f a d e s i r e 
t o b u i l d s e p e r a t e movements, b u t because 
o f a r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e n e c e s s i t y t o l a y 
t h e groundwork f o r r e a l i s t i c a l l i a n c e s . 
T h i r d w o r l d GIs can o r g a n i z e p o w e r f u l 
n a t i o n a l movements. The Vietnam-era GI 
movement made t h i s f o r c e f u l l y c l e a r . The 
movement o f B l a c k GIs was t h e s i n g l e most 
p o w e r f u l f o r c e c r i p p l i n g t h e m i l i t a r y 
f r o m w i t h i n . White GIs w i l l be most suc
c e s s f u l a t o r g a n i z i n g w h i t e GIs. The 
a l l i a n c e o f t h e s e f o r c e s i s e s s e n t i a l t o 
p r e v e n t i n t e r n a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n s f r o m be
coming p r i m a r y o v e r t h e u n i t e d f r o n t 
a g a i n s t t h e b r a s s . The main o b s t a c l e t o 
t h i s i s u s u a l l y t h e f a i l u r e o f w h i t e o r 
g a n i z e r s t o ensure t h a t t h e w h i t e movement 
i s a n t i - r a c i s t and r e s p e c t s t h e autonomy 
o f tdie t h i r d w o r l d movement. T h i r d w o r l d 
GIs w i l l g e n e r a l l y be a b l e t o u n i t e i n 
s t r u g g l e w i t h w h i t e GIs i n s i g n i f i c a n t 
mass s c a l e o n l y when coming f r o m a p o s i t i o n 
o f s t r e n g t h . These p r i n c i p l e s have been 
demonstrated r e p e a t e d l y i n p r a c t i c e . W i t h 
o u t a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e s e p r i n c i p l e s , t h e 
movement w i l l , a t b e s t , be c r i p p l e d . 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . T h i s t y p e o f work p l a c e s 
one i n a p o s i t i o n o f h a v i n g a c o n s t a n t 
t a i l by t h e p i g s , w h i c h l e a d s t o h a r m — 
Murder! So, i n t h i s r e s p e c t , many who 
work aboveground, must be more s e c u r i t y 
c o n s c i o u s t o so, f u n c t i o n , u n d e r s r o u n d . 

As f o r Fopeye's l i f e s t y l e , we have 
t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h i s I s Amerikka; t h e 
c o n c r e t e J u n g l e . One must f i t w i t h i n 
t h e g i v e n t e r r a i n o r i d e n t i y w i t h t h o s e 
o f h i s immediate c i r c l e . 

W i t h t h e economical s i t u a t i o n 
as i t i s and Popeye h a v i n g a d e f u n c t p r i s o n 
t r a d e , i t i s l i k e l y he d i d much w h e e l i n g 
and d e a l i n g t o s u r v i v e . Not t h a t we 
j u s t i f y t h i s p r o c e s s . Xxi f a c t , we a r e 
a g a i n s t i t c o m p l e t e l y . B u t , i f one o n l y 
knows one way t o s u r v i v e u n t i l something 
b e t t e r comes a l o n g , we expect him t o 
s u r v i v e o r — d o we ask him t o l a y down 
and d i e ? 

The charges o f Popeye b e i n g an a g e n t , 
a s n i t c h , c o u l d e a s i l y have been s u b s t a n 
t i a t e d by e n t r u s t i n g him w i t h f a l s e i n 
f o r m a t i o n known o n l y t o a chosen few. And 
i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e charge o f what d i d he 
i n f o r m and on who and i f t h i s was knovm, 
t o what degree was i t d e t r i m e n t a l ? 

Not t h a t i t i s necessary t o s u b s t a n 
t i a t e degree f o r our purposes, b u t t o 
expose t h e s e a c c u s a t i o n s t o t h e p e o p l e 
because t h e y must know! '. 

We a r e n o t c o n v i n c e d , due t o our 
a s s o c i a t i o n and p e r s o n a l knowledge o f 
h i s background d u r i n g h i s stages o f 
i n c a r c e r a t i o n , t h a t Popeye Jackson was a 
s n i t c h . I n v e s t i g a t i o n f r o m w i t h o u t , by 
our g u e r r i l l a f o r c e s , was conducted and 
no c l a i m was made t h a t Popeye was a s n i t c h . 
His s u p p o r t t o t h e p r i s o n movement remains 
S t r o n g l y embedded i n t h e h e a r t s and minds 
o f t h e i n c a r c e r a t e d c l a s s e s . H i s s u p p o r t 
t o p r i s o n r e l a t i o n s and t o f i g h t i n j u s t i c e 
t o p r i s o n e r s on many l e v e l s i s n o t f o r g o t t e n . 
Could a l s o work t o t h e c o n t r a r y and be a 
t a c t i c a l p l a y by t h e p i g s t o g i v e t h e 
a l l e g e d charges a g a i n s t him a u t h e n t i c i t y . 
I t i s u n l i k e l y t h e a s s a s s i n , i f c a u g h t , 
w i l l c o nfess t o t h e c r i m e o£ v i o l e n c e s i n c e 
i t i s more t h a n l i k e l y t h a t he was under 
o r d e r s . 

We condemn t h i s p a r t i c u l a r a c t and 
urge t h e p e o p l e t o be more o b j e c t i v e 
i n t h e i r a n a l y s i s o f s i t u a t i o n s o f t h i s 
n a t u r e , t o p r e v e n t f u t u r e murders o f p e r 
s o n n e l as t h e p i g s have managed t o a c h i e v e 
t h e i r g o a l s . P r e v e n t these a c t s b e f o r e 
t h e y m a t e r i a l i z e . 

S t r u g g l e t o l i v e and l i v e t o f i g h t 
and f i g h t t o w i n . I n t h e S p i r i t o f Comrade 

BLACK GUERRILLA FAMILY 

BETWEEN WOMEN AND MEN 
S i m i l a r l y , a l l i a n c e s s h o u l d be made 

between women and men i n t h e GI movement. 
The s t r e n g t h o f t h e s i s t e r s i n s i d e i s 
based a t l e a s t i n p a r t , i n t h e i r g e t t i n g 
t o g e t h e r as women. I n o r d e r t o be a b l e 
t o u n i t e w i t h women i n t h e m i l i t a r y , 
men must make a f i r m committment t o a t t a c k 
sexism i n themselves and i n t h e i r s t r u g 
g l e s a g a i n s t t h e enemy. 

An a d d i t i o n a l f a c t o r i s t h e b a s i s 
o f u n i t y w h i c h e x i s t s between t h i r d w o r l d 
men and women i n t h e m i l i t a r y , because 
o f t h e i r common n a t i o n a l movement. White 
o r g a n i z e r s b o t h male and f e m a l e , s h o u l d 
be c a r e f u l t o r e c o g n i z e t h e f a c t t h a t 
t h e q u e s t i o n o f sexism, as w e l l as o t h e r 
i s s u e s w i t h i n t h i r d w o r l d movements, can 
b e s t be d e a l t w i t h by t h i r d w o r l d o r g a n 
i z e r s , and t h a t w h i t e s can e a s i l y make 
s e r i o u s e r r o r s around t h e s e q u e s t i o n s . 
SUMMING UP 

I n summation, i n o r d e r t o make neces
s a r y i n r o a d s i n t o GI o r g a n i z i n g , a s t a b l e 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e o f s t r a t e g i c a l l y p l a c e d 
o r g a n i z e r s combined w i t h a w e l l o r g a n i z e d 
s t r u c t u r e o f o u t s i d e s u p p o r t c e n t e r s must 
be developed. Both i n s i d e and o u t , t h e 
c o l l e c t i v e i s t h e key t o e f f e c t i v e work. 

I n GI o r g a n i z i n g , communists must 
p u l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y work t o g e t h e r . The 
main t a s k t o d a y i s o r g a n i z i n g o r g a n i z e r s . 
T h i s i s a p a r t o f t h e p r o c e s s o f p a r t y 
b u i l d i n g . 

I n t h e w h i t e and n a t i o n a l movements 
th e s e developments a r e p r o c e e d i n g s l o w l y . 
V 7 i t h i n t h e w h i t e and n a t i o n a l movements 
t h e assembly o f cadre o r g a n i z a t i o n s r e 
q u i r e s t h a t t i e s w i t h communists d o i n g 
o t h e r k i n d s o f work ( l i k e l a b o r o r g a n i z i n g , 
p r i s o n o r g a n i z i n g , community work, women's 
u n i o n s , e t c . ) be d e v e l o p e d . Sieze t h e 
Time i s one v e h i c l e f o r t h e development 
o f t h o s e t i e s . 



FROM 
THE 

SISTERS 
s i s t e r s ; 

This section of the paper 
i s open to contributions of wo
men throughout the revolution
ary movement. Please send us 
a r t i c l e s , peoms, graphics or 
s t o r i e s you would l i k e to see 
printed and we w i l l do our best 
to g e t them in. 

If we are to be fighters, 
we must develop theoretical 
weapons! 

The a r t i c l e on t h i s page by Frances 
B o a l was w r i t t e n i n 1969. A t t h a t p o i n t , 
t h e w h i t e women's movement was dominated 
by w h i t e p e t i t - b o u r g e o i s woren and was p r i 
m a r i l y i n v o l v e d i n consciousness r a i s i n g . 
T h e r e f o r e , t h e r e a r e c e r t a i n weaknesses i n 
t r y i n g t o a p p l y what t h e a r t i c l e i s s a y i n g 
t o t h e women's movement t o d a y . 

However, what t h e a r t i c l e says about 
t h e n e c e s s i t y o f t h e w h i t e women's move
ment b e i n g a n t i - r a c i s t and a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t 
as w e l l as a n t i - s e x i s t s t i l l a p p l i e s . 

We would l i k e t o p r i n t a r t i c l e s t h a t 
sum up a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t , a n t i - r a c i s t wom
en's p r a c t i c e i n t h i s paper. We would alro 
l i k e t o exchange c r i t i c i s m s o f t h e Franc- s 
Beal a r t i c l e i n t h e hopes o f t r y i n g t o de
v e l o p a M a r x i s t / L e n i n i s t a n a l y s i s o f t h e 
w h i t e women's movement. 

Please send y o u r a r t i c l e s and/or c r i t -
i s i a m a t o : 

poetry 
a love poem 

i I owe vou 
fo r 011 our mcaenrs 
M t t . dav^/vttsrs to enw 
* nor« >ean nM 

In your c r e o t l o n s 
in vour h e a r t 
I n you r sou I 

i have seen you 

in the mirrors of myscif 

and 5ti11 
I dare proclaim +o +he world 

i I0Y6 you 
at times we are in the 
eye of a hurricane/ 
our love is the force 
that holds us in torments 
of bitterness, of self-hate, 
of our own s e l f - i n f l i c t e d 
self-destruction 

( a l ! taught and imposed 
by a destroyer world) 

through a l l this and more 
I love you 

we have only our kisses to 
hide us from the pain of the streets 
our only home is the valley 
that l i e s between our thighs 
and the flowers of our love 

s t i l l the hurt of the outside 
world pounds at our doors 
lodging themselves between 
a I I laborers 
until one day our love/ 
the love of humanity/ 
wiI I eat away the destroyer 
A pact of Peace and Love 

between ourselves 
between a l l workers 

pQacQ of my Qoul/ man of my 11f9 

i love you 

for now 

for tomorrow 
for humanity 

by. KUDAKA 

And 

And 

The lamentations 
of the loon 

c a l l I he i > p i r i t t o awakon 
glimpse the l a s t rays 

of the beauty of the 
s e t t i n g sun 

rid e my horse 

th a t has seen many b a t t l e s 
in f u l l w a r r i o r s dress 

to j o i n my people 
In the land where the 

sun now sets 
I am f r e e , and I am at peace 

with my s p i r i t 
My people c a l l , 

I go to j o i n them. 

Excerpts hom "DOUbLt JbOPAKDY 

by Frances Beal 

• v e i l nufD T nn 

ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION OF BLACK WOJMEN 
The economic System o f c a p i t a l i s m f i n d s 

i t e x p e d i e n t t o reduce women t o a s t a t e o f 
enslavement. They o f t e n t i m e s s e r v e as a 
scapegoat f o r t h e e v i l s o f t h i s system. 
Much i n t h e same way t h a t t h e poor w h i t e 
c r a c k e r o f t h e South, who i s e q u a l l y v i c 
t i m i z e d l o o k s down upon b l a c k s and c o n t r 
i b u t e s t o t h e o p p r e s s i o n d f b l a c k s - s o , by 
g i v i n g t o men a f a l s e f e e l i n g o f s u p e r i o r 
i t y ( a t l e a s t i n t h e i r own home o r i n t h e i r 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h women)- t h e o p p r e s s i o n 
o f women a c t s as an escape v a l v e f o r cap
i t a l i s m . Men may be c r u e l l y e x p l o i t e d and 
s u b j e c t e d t o a l l s o r t s o f dehumanizing t a c 
t i c s on t h e p a r t o f t h e r u l i n g c l a s s , b u t 
t h e y have someone who i s below them-at 
l e a s t t h e y are n o t women. 

Women a l s o r e p r e s e n t a s u r p l u s l a b o r 
s u p p l y , t h e c o n t r o l o f w h i c h i s a b s o l u t e l y 
n e cessary t o t h e p r o f i t a b l e f u n c t i o n i n g o f 
c a p i t a l i s m . Women a r e c o n s i s t e n t l y e x p l o i t e d 
by t h e system, t h e y a r e o f t e n p a i d l e s s 
f o r t h e same work t h a t men do and j o b s t h a t 
a r e s p e c i f i c a l l y r e l e g a t e d t o women a r e 
-low p a y i n g and w i t h o u t t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
advancement. 

Those i n d u s t r i e s t h a t employ m a i n l y 
b l a c k women a r e t h e most e x p l o i t a t i v e i n 
th e c o u n t r y . The h o s p i t a l w o r k e r s a r e a 
good example o£ t h i s o p p r e s s i o n ; t h e g a r 
ment wor k e r s i n New York C i t y p r o v i d e us 
w i t h a n o t h e r v i e w o f t h i s ecomonic s l a v e r y . 
The I n t e r n a t i o n a l L a d i e a Garment Workers 
Union (ILGWU) whose overwhelming member
s h i p c o n s i s t s o f b l a c k and P u e r t o Rican 
women has a l e a d e r s h i p t h a t i s n e a r l y a l l 
l i l y - w h i t e and male. T h i s l e a d e r s h i p has 
been w o r k i n g i n c o l l u s i o n w i t h t h e r u l i n g 
c l a s s and has c o m p l e t e l y s o l d i t s s o u l t o 
t h e c o r p o r a t e s t r u c t u r e . 

To add i n s u l t t o i n j u r y , ILGWU has i n 
v e s t e d h e a v i l y i n b u s i n e s s e n t e r p r i s e s i n 
r a c i s t a p a r t h e i d South A f i f i c a - w i t h u n i o n 
f u n d s . Not o n l y does t h i s b o u g h t - o f f l e a d 
e r s h i p c o n t r i b u t e t o o u r c o n t i n u e d e x p l o i 
t a t i o n i n t h i s c o u n t r y by n o t t r u l y r e p r e 
s e n t i n g t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t e o f i t s member
s h i p , b u t i t a u d a c i o u s l y uses f u n d s t h a t 
b l a c k and P u e r t o Rican women have p r o v i d e d 
t o s u p p o r t t h e economy o f a v i c i o u s gov
ernment t h a t i s engaged i n t h e e x p l o i t a 
t i o n cind murder o f our b l a c k b r o t h e r s and 
s i s t e r s i n o u r m o t h e r l a n d , A f r i c a . 

The e n t i r e l a b o r movement i n t h e 
U n i t e d s t a t e s has s u f f e r e d as a r e s u l t o€ 
th e s u p e r e x p l o i t a t i o n o £ b l a c k w o r k e r s 
and women. The u n i o n s have h i s t o r i c a l l y 
been r a c i s t and male c h a u v i n i s t i c . They 
have u p h e l d r a c i s m i n t h i s c o u n t r y and 
have f a i l e d t o f i g h t t h e w h i t e - s k i n p r i v -
l e g e s o f w h i t e w o r k e r s . They have f a i l e d 
t o s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t i n e q u i t i e s i n t h e 
h i r i n g and pay o f women w o r k e r s . There 
has been v i r t u a l l y no s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t 
e i t h e r t h e r a c i s m o f t h e w h i t e worker o r 
t h e economic e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g 
woman, two f a c t o r s w h i c h have c o n s i s t e n t l y 
impeded t h e advancement o f t h e r e a l s t r u g 
g l e a g a i n s t t h e r u l i n g c l a s s . 

The r a c i s t , c h a u v i n i s t i c , and manipu
l a t i v e use o f b l a c k w o r k e r s and women, 
e s p e c i a l l y b l a c k women, has been a severe 
cancer on t h e American l a b o r scene. I t 
t h e r e f o r e becomes e s s e n t i a l f o r t h o s e who 
und e r s t a n d t h e w o r k i n g s o f c a p i t a l i s m and 
i m p e r i a l i s m t o r e a l i z e t h a t t h e e x p l o i t a 
t i o n o f b l a c k p e o p l e and women works t o 
everyone's d i s a d v a n t a g e and t h a t t h e l i b -
b e r a t i o n o f these two m i n o r i t y groups i s 
a s t e p p i n g stone t o t h e l i b e r a t i o n o f a l l 
oppressed p e o p l e i n t h i s c o u n t r y and a-
round t h e w o r l d . 

REIATIONSHIP TO WHITE MOVEMENT 

Much has been w r i t t e n r e c e n t l y about 
t h e w h i t e women's l i b e r a t i o n movement i n 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and t h e q u e s t i o n a r i s e s 
whether t h e r e a r e any p a r a l l e l s between 
t h i s s t r u g g l e and t h e movement on t h e p a r t 
o f b l a c k women f o r t o t a l e m a n c i p a t i o n . 
W h i l e t h e r e a r e c e r t a i n comparisons t h a t 
one can make because we b o t h l i v e under 
t h e same e x p l o i t a t i v e System, t h e r e a r e 
c e r t a i n d i f f e r e n c e s , some o f w h i c h a r e 
q u i t e b a s i c . 

The w h i t e woman's movement i s f a r from 
b e i n g m o n o l i t h i c . Any w h i t e woman's group 
t h a t does n o t have an a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t and 
a n t i - r a c i s t i d e o l o g y has a b s o l u t e l y n o t h 
i n g i n common w i t h t h e b l a c k woman's s t r u g 
g l e . I n f a c t , some groups come t o t h e i n 
c o r r e c t c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e i r o p p r e s s i o n 
i s due s i m p l y t o male c h a u v i n i s m . They 
t h e r e f o r e have an e x t r e m e l y a n t i m a l e t o n e 
t o t h e i r d i s s e r t a t i o n s . B l a c k p e o p l e a r e 
engaged i n a l i f e - a n d - d e a t h s t r u g g l e and 

t o combat t h e c a p i t a l i s t , r a c i s t e x p l o i t 
a t i o n o f b l a c k p e o p l e . W h i l e i t i s t r u e 
t h a t male c h a u v i n i s m has become i n s t i t u 
t i o n a l i z e d i n American s o c i e t y , one must 
always l o o k f o r t h e main enemy-the f u n d a 
m e n t a l cause o f t h e female c o n d i t i o n . 

Another major d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n i s t h a t 
t h e w h i t e women's movement i s b a s i c a l l y 
m i d d l e c l a s s . Very few o f t h e s e women s u f 
f e r t h e extreme economic e x p l o i t a t i o n t h a t 
most b l a c k women a r e s u b j e c t e d t o day by 
day. T h i s i s t h e f a c t o r t h a t i s most c r u 
c i a l f o r us. I t i s n o t an i n t e l l e c t u a l p e r 
s e c u t i o n a l o n e ; i t i s n o t an i n t e l l e c t u a l 
o u t b u r s t f o r us; i t i s q u i t e r e a l . We as 
b l a c k women have g o t t o d e a l w i t h t h e p r o b 
lems t h a t t h e b l a c k masses d e a l w i t h , f o r 
our problems i n r e a l i t y a r e one and t h e 
same. 

I f t h e w h i t e groups do n o t r e a l i z e t h a t 
t h e y a r e i n f a c t f i g h t i n g c a p i t a l i s m and 
r a c i s m , we do n o t have common bonds. I f 
t h e y do n o t r e a l i z e t h a t t h e reasons f o r 
t h e i r c o n d i t i o n l i e i n t h e System and n o t 
s i m p l y t h a t men g e t a v i c a r i o u s p l e a s u r e 
o u t o f ' c o n s i m i n g t h e i r b o d i e s f o r e x p l o i t 
a t i v e r easons" ( t h i s k i n d o f r e a s o n i n g 
seems t o be q u i t e p r e v a l e n t i n c e r t a i n 
w h i t e women's g r o u p s ) , t h e n we cannot u n i t e 
w i t h them around common g r i e v a n c e s o r even 
d i s c u s s t h e s e groups i n a s e r i o u s manner 
because t h e y ' r e c o m p l e t e l y i r r e l e v a n t t o 
t h e b l a c k s t r u g g l e . 

THE NEW WORLD 
The b l a c k community and b l a c k women 

e s p e c i a l l y must b e g i n r a i s i n g q u e s t i o n s 
about t h e k i n d o f s o c i e t y we w i s h t o see 
e s t a b l i s h e d . We must n o t e t h e ways i n w h i c h 
c a p i t a l i s m oppresses us and t h e n move t o 
c r e a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t w i l l e l i m i n a t e 
t h e s e d e s t r u c t i v e i n f l u e n c e s . 

The new w o r l d t h a t we ar e a t t e m p t i n g 
t o c r e a t e must d e s t r o y o p p r e s s i o n o f any 
t y p e . The v a l u e o£ t h i s new system w i l l 
be d e t e r m i n e d by t h e s t a t u s o f t h e p e r s o n 
who was low man on t h e t o t e m p o l e . Unless 
women i n any e n s l a v e d n a t i o n a r e c o m p l e t e l y 
l i b e r a t e d , t h e change cannot r e a l l y be 
c a l l e d a r e v o l u t i o n . I f t h e b l a c k woman has 
t o r e t r e a t t o t h e p o s i t i o n she o c c u p i e d be
f o r e t h e armed s t r u g g l e , t h e whole movement 
and t h e whole s t r u g g l e w i l l have r e t r e a t e d 
i n terms o f t r u l y f r e e i n g t h e c o l o n i z e d 
p o p u l a t i o n . 

A p e o p l e ' s r e v o l u t i o n t h a t engages t h e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f e v e r y member o£ t h e com
m u n i t y , i n c l u d i n g man, woman, and c h i l d , 
b r i n g s about a c e r t a i n t r a n s f o i r m a t i o n i n 
t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s as a r e s u l t o f t h i s p a r 
t i c i p a t i o n . Once you have caught a g l i m p s e 
o f freedom o r e x p e r i e n c e d a b i t o f s e l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n , you c a n ' t go back t o o l d 
r o u t i n e s t h a t were e s t a b l i s h e d under t h e 
r a c i s t , c a p i t a l i s t regime. We must b e g i n 
t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t a r e v o l u t i o n e n t a i l s 
n o t o n l y tJie w i l l i n g n e s s t o l a y o u r l i v e s 
on t h e f i r i n g l i n e and g e t k i l l e d . I n some 
ways, t h i s i s an easy cemmitment t o make. 
To d i e f o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n i s a one-shot 
d e a l ; t o l i v e f o r t h e r e v o l u t i o n means 
t a k i n g on t h e more day- t o - d a y l i f e p a t t e r n s . 

T h i s w i l l mean ch a n g i n g t h e r o u t i n e s 
t h a t we have e s t a b l i s h e s as a r e s u l t o f 
l i v i n g i n a t o t a l l y c o r r u p t i n g s o c i e t y . I t 
means c h a n g i n g how you r e l a t e t o your w i f e , 
y o ur husband, y o u r p a r e n t s , and y o u r co
w o r k e r s . I f we a r e g o i n g t o l i b e r a t e o u r 
s e l v e s as a p e o p l e , i t must be r e c o g n i z e d 
t h a t b l a c k women have v e r y s p e c i f i c p r o b 
lems t h a t have t o be spoken t o . We must 
be l i b e r a t e d a l o n g w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n . We cannot w a i t t o s t a r t w o r k i n g 
on t h o s e problems u n t i l t h a t g r e a t day i n 
t h e f u t u r e when t h e r e v o l u t i o n , somehow, 
m i r a c u l o u s l y , i s accomplished. 

Old p e o p l e , young p e o p l e , men and wo
men must t a k e p a r t i n t h e s t r u g g l e . To r e 
l e g a t e women t o p u r e l y s u p p o r t i v e r o l e s 
o r p u r e l y c u l t u r a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i s dan
gerous d o c t r i n e t o p r o j e c t . Unless b l a c k 
men who a r e p r e p a r i n g themselves f o r armed 
s t r u g g l e u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e s o c i e t y w h i c h 
we a r e t r y i n g t o c r e a t e i s one i n w h i c h 
t h e o p p r e s s i o n o f a l l members o f t h a t soc
i e t y i s e l i m i n a t e d , t h e n t h e r e v o l u t i o n 
w i l l have f a i l e d i n i t s avowed purpose. 

A l l t h e r e s o u r c e s t h a t t h e b l a c k com
m u n i t y can muster up must be channeled 
i n t o t h e s t r u g g l e . B l a c k women must t a k e 
an a c t i v e p a r t i n b r i n g i n g about t h e k i n d 
o f s o c i e t y where o u r c h i l d r e n , our l o v e d 
ones, and each c i t i z e n can grow up and l i v e 
as d e c e n t human b e i n g s , f r e e f r o m t h e p r e s -



CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

I n 1932 Nelson R o c k e f e l l e r r e c e i v e d 
h i s f i r s t m a jor assignment from h i s f a m i l y . 
He was put i n charge o f managing and b u i l d 
i n g R o c k e f e l l e r C e n t e r . He c o n t r a c t e d 
famed Mexican r e v o l u t i o n a r y m u r a l i s t D i e 
go R i v e r a . R i v e r a had a l o n g h i s t o r y o f 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r a c t i c e and would f i g h t i n 
t h e Spanish C i v i l War i n a few years on 
t h e s i d e o f p a t r i o t s . He was asked t o do 
a m u r a l around t h e theme o f "New Fron
t i e r s " . R i v e r i d i d a s k e t c h and sent a 

d e t a i l e d l e t t e r to Melson e x p l a i n i n g h i s 
conce p t . R i v e r a ' s f i n i s h e d t t u r a l was mag-
• n i f i c e n t l Among t h e many tliemes i t d e a l t 
-with weie s l a v e r y and r e s i s t a n c e , t h e r i s e 
o f c a p i t a l i s m , w o r l d w i d e f a s c i s m C l n c l u d -
img t h e KKK), d i s u n i t y i n t i e l e f t and the 
decadence o f c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y . The face 
o f L e n i r s t a r i n g o u t o f t h e m u r a l was t h e 
l a s t s t r a w f o x the young R o c k e f e l l e r . He 
demanded t h a t R i v e r a remove L e n i n from the 
TM i i a l . R i v e r a r e f u s e d . R o c k e f e l l e r o r 

dered t h e p o l i c e t o c l o s e t h e m u r a l s i t e 
t o t h e p u b l i c . Due t o d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
( v h i c h t h e Hew Y c i k p o l i c e a t t a c k e d -with 
t y p i c a l b r u t a l i t y ] , R o c k e f e l l e r promised 
n o t t o d e s t r o y t i e m u r a l . S i x months La
t e r he ordexed t i e m u r a l sand b l a s t e d . 
We b r i n g you photos from t h a t m u r a l i n o r 
der t o share one o f the g r e a t e s t examples 
o f r e v o l u t t c n a r y a r t and t o r e m i n d a l l o i 
us o f the n a t u r e o f "ATTICA E o c k e f e l l a r " 
and t h e r e s t o f t h e U.S. b o u r g o i s e . 
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