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THE OCTOBER LEAGUE (M -L)

WHAT ARE OUR DIFFERENCES, WHAT IS 
THE BASIS OF THESE D IFFER EN C ES?

The ideology, politics, program and practical activity of 
the October League represent a definite right opportunist 
trend, not simply a right deviation. They have taken a 
"definite shape and crystallized", as Stalin would say. In 
regard to party building, the OL negates the role of the con­
scious factor and denies the advanced forms that the 
working class movement takes

On the national question, the OL denies the material basis 
for the oppression of the Black Nation, basing its  line on 
sentiment. This is a line which, i f  le ft uncorrected, will  
lead to the liquidation of class struggle and the Black 
National Question. On these and other questions the line 
of the October League is petty-bourgeois liberalism, social 
democracy, not Marxism-Leninism.
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T H E  FU TU R E BELONGS  
TO TH E W O R K IN G  C LA S S

Nothing is Hard m This World I f  You Dare to Scale the Heights
REPORT FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Since 1917, each passing year has 
seen tremendous changes occur in the 
world Even w ith  setbacks, the progress 
o f the p ro le ta r ia t  towards i t s  world h is ­
t o r ic  m ission has been steady, and the 
dec line  and decay o f the o ld  world has 
been constant 1975 was a year in which 
the na tiona l l ib e ra tio n  s trugg les  scored 
h is to r ic  v ic to r ie s  aga inst United States 
Im perialism  and Soviet Social Im peria l­
ism— in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and in 
A fr ic a

In numerous Th ird  World co u n trie s , the 
s tru gg le  aga inst United S tate Im perialism  
Soviet Social Im perialism  and hegemon ism 
has won constant v ic to r ie s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  
w ith  the form ation o f new economic and 
p o l i t ic a l  form ations in La tin  America 
(the 25 member Latin  American Economic 
Community re s u lt in g  in the "Panama Agree­
ment' ) , in A fr ic a  ( the MAGHREB Market 
in North A fr ic a ,  as well as s im ila r  
o rgan iza tions in East, Central and West

A fr ic a ) ,  designed to  safeguard economic 
independence and counter the hegemonic 
aims c f  the two ? uperpowers Cver 30 
coun tries  in Asia , A fr ic a  and Latin  
America have na tio n a lized  fo re ign  
en te rp rise s  a f te r  a bo lish ing  the r ig h t  
o f fo re ign  concessions and permanent 
e x p lo ita t io n  These and o the r im portant 
steps have occured since the emergence 
o f OPEC in the e a rly  1970's

In a very b r ie f  period o f tim e, the 
o ld  economic order o f superpower hege- 
monism has begun to  crumble, an e n t ire ly  
new stage o f world economic re la tio n s  is 
emerging, a genuine new economic order 
These and o the r events are re fle c te d  
in the progressive ro le  assumed by the 
United Nations, p a r t ic u la r ly  through 
the 7th Special Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly At the heart 
o f these g rea t changes in the world is 
the Third  World, the re vo lu tio n a ry  fo rce  
in the world p ro p e llin g  h is to ry  forward 

Since 1917, and e sp e c ia lly  since 
World War I I ,  the sharpening o f a l l  the

basic co n tra d ic tio n s  in the world has 
been esca la tin g  Lenin noted th a t 
"  modem war is  Dorn o f  Im peria lism  "But 
w ith  the d is s o lu tio n  o f the s o c ia l is t  
camp and the re s to ra tio n  o f c a p ita lism ,
" The Soviet Union is under the d ic ta to r ­
ship o f the bourgeo is ie , a d ic ta to rs h ip  
o f the H it le r  type We must recognize 
th a t c e rta in  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f the new 
system o f Soviet Social Im perialism  have 
made i t  the most dangerous source o f 
war today Locked in f ie rc e  b a tt le  fo r  
the re d iv is io n  o f the w orld , the two 
superpowers are bound to  go to  war some 
day"

Since World War I I ,  the c a p ita l is t  
w orld  has been experiencing  the second 
stage o f  the general c r is is  o f  c a p ita l­
ism— a c r is is  over the economic r e d iv i-  
s ion  o f  the w orld , bom out o f  the 
absolute sh rin k in g  o f  the Im p e r ia l is t  
market This is  no longer a c r is is  
,11 ke th a t o f the f i r s t  stage o f the
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Eternal Glory to Comrade Chou En-Lai
In  the re vo lu tio n a ry  s p i r i t  o f  p ro le ­
ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lis m  a Memorial 
Meeting f o r  Comrade Chou En-Lai was 
he ld  m  San Francisco, C a lifo rn ia  on 
January 16, 1976 By tu rn in g  g n e f  
in to  s tre nq th  and s tre ng th  in to  u n ity ,  
the p a r tic ip a n ts  in  th is  memorial he ld  
the re vo lu tio n a ry  t r a d it io n  o f  the 
working class in  paying la s t  respects  
to  a g reat p ro le ta r ia n  re vo lu tio n a ry  
and outstanding cormunist f ig h te r .  

Organizations sponsoring th is  Memorial 
Meeting were Asian Law Caucus, Asian 
Community T e lev is ion  Services, Bay Area 
Community Chapter o f  the Japanese-Ameri­
can C itizens  League, February F ir s t  
Movement, I  Wor Kuen, Ira n ia n  Students 
A ssoc ia tion , J-Town C o lle c t iv e , KDP, 
M a rx is t-L e n in is t O rganizing Committee, 
October League (M-L), R adical Student 
Union (B erke ley), South Asian Students 
A ssocia tion
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Central CommitteeReport from the
general c r i s i s ,  when im per ia l ism  was 
r e l a t i v e l y  s ta b le ,  and s t i l l  ab le  to  
expand i t s  economic in f lu e n ce  I t  i s ,  
ra th e r ,  a c r i s i s  o f  the  abso lu te  d e c l in e  
o f  im pe r ia ls im , an a l l  round c r i s i s ,  
economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  id e o lo g ic a l ,  
c u l t u r a l , e t c  , a c r i s i s  from which the re  
w i l l  be no genuine recovery

War is  the forced reso lu tion  o f  the 
general arvsvs fo r  the bourgeovsve
Hvstorvoally Europe has been the mam 
battleground fo r  world war Today v t vs 
once agavn the mavn scene o f  aontentvon 
between Unvted States Impervalvsm and 
S ow et Socval Impervalvsm The S ov ie t 
Socia l Im p e r ia l is t s ,  dep loy ing  th ree  
qua r te rs  o f  t h e i r  troops  in Europe, 
are the  main source o f  a new world  war 
In A f r i c a ,  as w e l l ,  S ov ie t  Socia l 
Im per ia l ism  is  seeking u n b r id le d  hege­
mony

I f  a new Im p e r ia l i s t  war breaks o u t ,  
war w i l l  g ive  way to  r e v o lu t io n  The 
e x p lo i te d  and oppressed masses o f  the 
USSR and the  United S tates must then 
tu rn  the  Im p e r ia l is t  war in to  re v o lu t io n ­
ary war I t  is  the  masses who w i l l  win 
the war, no t the im p e r ia l is t s

The struggle o f  the workvng masses 
everywhere has advanced vn the la s t  year 
on a l l  fro n ts , economically, p o l i t ic a l ly , 
and theo re tvca lly  Economically, the  
s t ru g g le  aga ins t  hegemon ism has advanced 
In the T h ird  World, o i l  producing 
co u n tr ie s  have p e rs is te d  in using the 
o i l  weapon and have achieved new v i c ­
t o r ie s ,  many have p e rs is te d  in the 
s t ru g g le  to  achieve and m a in ta in  
sove re ign ty  over va r ious  n a tu ra l  re ­
sources, and helped to  fo rge  a genuine 
new world  economic o rd e r .

A fu r t h e r  development in the  r i s in g  
o f  a new economic o rd e r  is  the  growing 
read justm ent o f  the  economic re la t io n s  
between the  Second World and T h ird  World 
" With the  growth and development o f  the

T h ird  World, more and more Second World 
c o u n t r ie s ,  m otiva ted by co n s ide ra t ions  
o f  t h e i r  own economic in te re s ts  and 
t h e i r  need to  coun te r  the two hegemonic 
powers, are f o r  'd ia lo g u e '  w i th  the 
T h ird  World co u n tr ie s  and are a c t i v e ly  
develop ing re la t io n s  w ith  them " ( PEKING 
REVIEW, 12 /19 /75 ,#51 ,p 11)

P o l i t ic a l ly , the va r ious  M a rx is t -L e n in -  
i s t  p a r t ie s  and o rg a n iz a t io n s  in the 
world  have grown s t ro n g e r  i d e o lo g ic a l l y ,  
and o r g a n iz a t io n a l ly ,  s o c i a l i s t  cons truc ­
t io n  in China, A lb a n ia ,  North Korea,
North Vietnam and Romania has proceeded 
a t  a g re a t  pace In numerous co u n tr ie s  
the  working masses have achieved inde­
pendence In numerous c a p i t a l i s t  and 
r e v i s i o n i s t  c o u n t r ie s ,  the bourgeois 
s ta te  apparatus is  tw is t i n g  and tu rn in g  
in the wake o f  p o l i t i c a l  s t ru g g le s  A t 
the same t im e , we are now in a per iod  
in which the d ic ta to r s h ip  o f  the p ro le ­
t a r i a t  e x is t s  in severa l c o u n t r ie s ,  is 
conso lida ted  and stands as a mighty 
fo r t r e s s  f o r  the working’ c lass  o f  the  
world  Great s o c i a l i s t  China, and mighty 
A lban ia ,  in p e r s is te n t l y  s t reng then in g  
and c o n s o l id a t in g  the  d ic ta to r s h ip  o f  
the p r o le t a r i a t  are r e l i a b le  beacons f o r  
the s t ru g g le  o f  a l l  oppressed and e x p lo i t ­
ed everywhere

At the same t im e ,  the id e o lo g ic a l  
c r i s i s  o f  im pe r ia l ism  is  c le a r ly  
expressed in the  s t ru g g le  on the  theoret­
ic a l  fro n t  Class s t ru g g le  on t h i s  f r o n t  
has in c re a s in g ly  exposed the o ld  bour­
geois Keynesian economics as com ple te ly  
bankrup t,  and o u t l i v e d  even f o r  use by 
tne bou rgeo is ie  The bourgeois p loys 
o f  S ov ie t  Social Im per ia l ism  o f  an 
"  in te rn a t io n a l  d iv is io n  o f  labor "  o r  
"  peace through detente  "  are be ing 
c o n s is te n t ly  exposed

The masses o f  the  w or ld  have taken 
g re a t  s t r id e s  a g a in s t  im p e r ia l i s t  re ­
a c t io n ,  s t r i k i n g  blows which have weaken­
ed im pe r ia l ism  more than a t  any o th e r  
t ime s ince  the end o f  World War I I  
In p a r t i c u la r ,  the  r i s e  o f  the  working 
c lass in the c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n tr ie s  is  
reaching new le ve ls  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  
which demands the conscious leadersh ip  
o f M a rx is t -L e n in is ts

CLASS STRUGGLE IN  THE UNITED STATES 
In  the Unvted S ta tes , we have le f t  

the second, and la s t ,  century o f  
bourgeois ru le  This next period  ahead 
vs the era  vn which the workvng and 
exp lo ited  masses o f  the Unvted States  
w i l l  r is e  up and smash the ru le  o f  the 
bourgeovsve, and estab lish  a p ro le ta r ia n  
d ic ta to rsh ip  This w i l l  be the century 
o f  the p ro le ta r ia t  The depth o f  the  
c r i s i s  o f  bourgeois ru le  runs very deep 
in the United S ta tes ,  r e f l e c t i n g  the 
fundamental and in s o lu b le  c o n t ra d ic t io n s  
o f  the c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f  p roduct ion  

Raw s tee l p roduct ion  ran a t  about 
19$ less than the 1974 f ig u r e ,  the num­
ber o f  housing u n i ts  b u i l t  in the 
United S tates was the lowest in 29 years 
and a l l  in d ic a t io n s  p o in t  towards 
t h a t  number dropping even fu r t h e r  Un­
employment soared to  8 mi I l io n  workers— 
even by o f f i c i a l  records In the  words o f  
Business Week, "  For the past year in ­
d us try  has been ope ra t in g  a t  i t s  lowest 
leve l s ince World War I I  "

The o v e ra l l  d r a s t i c  d e c l in e  in prod­
u c t io n  meshes w i th  sky rocke t ing  i n f l a ­
t io n  re ve a l in g  the profound c o n t ra d ic ­
t io n s  o f  the  c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f  produc­
t i o n .  The economic ons laught o f  the 
bou rgeo is ie  a g a in s t  the  workers is  
coupled w i th  the  p o l i t i c a l  a t tacks  
aga ins t  the  working c lass  as a whole, and 
p a r t i c u la r l y  a g a in s t  the oppressed 
na t ion  in the Black B e l t  South, and 
the va r ious  n a t io n a l  m in o r i t ie s  in t h i s  
country

The revo lu tionary  class struggle and 
the revo lu tionary  n a tio n a l struggles  
c a l l  out fo r  conscious leadership— 
leadership th a t only a vanguard commu­
n is t  party  can provide. The forg ing  o f  
th is  vanguard communist p arty  vs un­
deniably the c en tra l task, the key lin k  
in  th is  period  o f  the revo lu tionary  
struggle

The communist p arty  is  the b iggest 
step in  the fusion o f  communism wi th  
the workers movement However, t h i s  
process is  cons tan t up through the 
se izu re  o f  s ta te  power, a f t e r  the 
c o n s o l id a t io n  o f  the  d ic ta to r s h ip  o f  
the p r o l e t a r i a t ,  up u n t i l  the  e l im in a ­
t io n  o f  c lasses , and the emergence o f  
communist s o c ie ty

At t h i s  t im e ,  the  main form t h i s  
fus ion  takes is  the  w inn ing o f  the  
advanced elements o f  the working c lass  
The fo rm ation  o f  the pa r ty  w i l l  
c o n s t i t u te  a most im portan t q u a l i t a ­
t i v e  advance in t h i s  regard , bu t i t  
w i l l  no t in and o f  i t s e l f  complete 
t h i s  fu s io n — th a t  w i l l  be achieved on ly  
in the  course o f  a p ro t ra c te d  and in ­
tense c lass  s t ru g g le  which w i l l  extend 
over a long h i s t o r i c a l  per iod

As the most advanced elements o f  
the  re v o lu t io n a ry  movement, M a rx is t -  
L e n in is ts  are s tepp ing  forward where 
p o s s ib le  to  lead the masses o f  workers 
and oppressed n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and m inor­
i t i e s  in the  s t ru g g le  a g a in s t  c a p i ta l  

Since the bourgeois degeneration o f  
the  CPUSA in 1944, the  c e n t ra l  task  o f  
a l l  M a rx is t -L e n in is ts  has been the 
r e c o n s t i t u t io n  o f  a vanguard communist 
p a r ty  This s t ru g g le ,  in essence, is  the 
s t ru g g le  to  break id e o lo g ic a l l y ,  
p o l i t i c a l l y  and o r g a n iz a t io n a l ! /  w ith  
modern re v is io n is m ,  t o  f re e  the  ad­
vanced from the  most obvious shackles 
o f  bourgeois ideology U l t im a te ly  t h i s  
break must be made by the e n t i r e  c lass

IDEOLOGICAL BREAK
In COMMUNIST LINE § 1, we s ta te d  

th a t  "fo r the most p a r t , the id e o lo g i­
ca l break has been made" We have re ­
ce ived many quest ions  about t h i s  in 
recent months, and we would l i k e  to  
c l a r i f y  t h i s  p o in t  f u r t h e r  We do 
no t mean th a t  the  id e o lo g ic a l  break

has been completed— f o r  t h i s  would 
be imposs ib le  in bourgeois s o c ie ty ,  
where the  dominant c lass  , and th e re fo re  
the dominant ideo logy , is  bourgeois We 
c e r t a in l y  recognize t h a t  the  id e o lo g i ­
ca l s t ru g g le  is  the  most p ro t ra c te d  o f  
a l l ,  and f o r  t h i s  reason, as the  
A lbanian comrades s ta te ,  the  c lass  
s t ru g g le  is  f i r s t  conso l ida ted  on the 
p o l i t i c a l  f r o n t  ( s ta te  power), second 
on the economic f r o n t  ( es tab l ishm en t 
o f  s o c i a l i s t  r e la t io n s  o f  p ro d u c t io n ) ,  
and l a s t l y ,  id e o lo g ic a l ly  Ideo log ica l 
c o n s o l id a t io n  is  achieved w ith  the  
e l im in a t io n  o f  c lass  d is t i n c t io n s

Im portant achievements have a lready 
been made in the  id e o lo g ic a l  s t ru g g le  
t o  break w i th  modern re v is io n is m ,  a 
genuine M a r x is t - L e n in is t  movement has 
d e f i n i t e l y  emerged as separa te  from 
th e  modern r e v is io n is t s  and s o c ia l  
democrats, p a r t  o f  the  worldw ide 
M a r x is t - L e n in is t  movement. By s ta t in g  
t h a t  an id e o lo g ic a l  break has been 
made f o r  the  most p a r t ,  we mean th a t  
the  M a r x is t - L e n in is t  movement has 
broken s u b s ta n t ia l l y  w i th  the  bourgeois 
w or ld  o u t lo o k ,  and taken up the p ro le ­
ta r ia n  world  o u t lo o k ,  and t h a t  we 
s t r i v e  t o  p rac tice  the  s tand , v iew po in t  
and method o f  Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought

In summing up t h i s  s t ru g g le  to  
break id e o lo g ic a l ly  w ith  modern r e v i ­
s ion ism , the  o u t lo o k  o f  the  bou rgeo is ie  
in the  communist movement, we p o in t  
to  severa l im portan t advances which 
represent t h i s  break (1) upholding 
the h i s t o r i c  m ission o f  the working 
c lass  e s ta b l ish e d  by Marx and Engels in 
1848, and thus re a f f i r m in g  the general 
l in e  f o r  the  work ing c lass  movement,(2) 
p e r s is t in g  in the  s t ru g g le  to  master 
d ia le c t i c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  m a te r ia l ism  as 
our world  o u t lo o k ,  (3) g rasp ing Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought as our 
th e o r e t ic a l  guide to  a c t io n ,  w h i le  up­
ho ld ing  the m o b i l iz in g ,  t ra n s fo rm in g ,

and o rg a n iz in g  power o f  r e v o lu t io n a ry  
th e o ry ,  (4) uphold ing the r i g h t  o f  a l l  
oppressed na t ions  to  s e l f -d e te rm in a t io n  
and oppressed m in o r i t ie s  to  f u l l  demo­
c r a t i c  r i g h t s — which is  p a r t i c u la r l y  
im portan t in regard t o  the oppressed 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and m in o r i t ie s  in the 
United S ta tes , (5) recogn iz ing  the  lead­
ing ro le  o f  the Chinese Communist Party 
and the  A lbanian Party  o f  Labor in the 
s t ru g g le  to  co n so l id a te  the  d i c t a t o r ­
ship o f  the  p r o le t a r i a t  and a g a in s t  the 
two superpowers, recogn iz ing  t h a t  we 
are p a r t  o f  an in te rn a t io n a l  working 
c lass  and communist movement, (6) 
recogn iz ing  t h a t  the  re s to ra t io n  o f  
c a p i ta l is m  has taken p lace in the  USSR, 
g iv in g  r i s e  t o  S ov ie t  Soc ia l Im per ia l ism , 
the  s p l i t  in the s o c i a l i s t  camp and the 
sundering o f  the  w or ld  in to  th re e  p a r ts ,  
(7) t h a t  in p r a c t ic e ,  M a rx is t -L e n in is ts  
seek to  u n i te ,  n o t  s p l i t ,  (8)  t h a t  our 
a t t i t u d e  towards mistakes is  t o  p ra c t ic e  
c r i t i c i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  be fo re  the 
masses.

POLITICAL LINE IS  KEY, THEORY DECISIVE
For the c u r re n t  s ta te  o f  the  movement, 

s i g n i f i c a n t  advances on the  id e o lo g ic a l  
f r o n t  re s u l te d  in the  break th a t  occured 
w i th  the  R evo lu t iona ry  Union over p a r ty  
b u i l d i n g  as the  c e n t ra l  ta sk  and the 
Black N ationa l Question c a r r ie d  on 
la rg e ly  by the  Black Workers Congress and 
the Puerto Rican R evo lu t iona ry  Workers 
O rgan iza t ion  From th a t  t im e on, 
roughly s ince  1972-1973, ou r  task  
has been to  deepen t h i s  break id e o lo g i ­
c a l l y  through the development o f  p o l i t i ­
cal  l i ne

P o l i t i c a l  l i ne  is key and theory  is  
d e c is iv e  Thi s i s no t a ques t ion  o f  con­
s o l id a t in g  around the  e x is t in g  p o l i t i -
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c a l  l i n e ,  b u t  o f  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  The MLOC b e l i e v e s  t h a t  
l i n k i n g  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  
t o  t h e  d e c is i v e n e s s  o f  t h e o r y  a t  t h i s  
t im e  deepens o u r  g ra s p  o f  th e  n a t u r e  o f  
th e  t a s k  a t  h and , and h e lp s  t o  d i s t i n ­
g u is h  t h e  l i n e  o f  th e  MLOC f ro m  o t h e r s  
on t h i s  q u e s t i o n .

To h o ld  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  i s  key 
and t h e o r y  i s  d e c i s i v e  means t h a t  th e  
fo c u s  o f  w o rk  m ust be d i r e c t e d  to w a rd s  
t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e ,  in  
th e  c o u rs e  o f  l a y i n g  a g r a n i t e  t h e o r e ­
t i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n ,  summing up o u r  p a s t  
p r a c t i c e  and e r r o r s ,  r e p u d ia t i n g  th e s e  
e r r o r s ,  and t e s t i n g  t h e  d e v e lo p in g  
p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  in  th e  c o u rs e  o f  le a d in g  
th e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e

In th e  h e a t  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  a 
number o f  q u e s t io n s  have a r i s e n  a ro un d  
w h ich  d e f i n i t e  l i n e s  o f  d e m a rc a t io n  
between M arx is m -L e n in is m -M a o  T se tu n g  
T h o u g h t and o p p o r tu n is m  have been 
drawn T h is  i s  th e  b a s is  f o r  i d e n t i f y -  
i ng t h e  e m e rg in g  r e v o lu t io n a r y  t r e n d , 
n o t  a b s t r a c t  book d e f i n i t i o n s ,  n o t  
m e re ly  a t t i t u d e s  These q u e s t io n s  a re  
( 1 )  p a r t y  b u i l d i n g  as t h e  c e n t r a l  t a s k  
and key l i n k  In  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  s t r u g ­
g le  a g a in s t  o p p o r tu n is m  in  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  
th e  f u s io n  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs  and com m un is t  
movements, ( 2 )  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  
th e  B la c k  N a t io n  in  t h e  B la c k  B e l t  S o u th ,  
up t o  and i n c l u d i n g  s e c e s s io n ,  ( 3 )  p o l i ­
t i c a l  l i n e  i s  key and t h e o r y  i s  d e c i s i v e

the party and the national question are  
component parts o f the p a p a b ility  of 
the p ro le ta r ia t  se iz in g  s ta te  power and 
estab lish ing  Its  d ic ta to rsh ip  While we 
must not comprimise p rin c ip les  on any 
of the questions advanced, or fu ture  
issues o f p o l i t ic a l  l in e , fo r  a genuine 
vanguard center to  emerge out of the  
revo lu tionary tren d , there  must be 
utmost c la r i ty  on these two questions.

We do not see these questions as 
s ta t ic ,  and d e f in ite ly  be lieve  th a t  
other struggles w i l l  emerge around 
which d e fin ite  lines of demarcation 
w i l l  be drawn, which w i l l  become d is ­
tingu ish ing  c h a ra c te ris tic s  o f the 
revo lu tionary trend .

At th is  tim e, the MLOC does not be­
lieve  th a t any s in g le  organization has 
demonstrated its  a b i l i t y  to  provide 
vanguard leadership to  the emerging 
tren d , but ra th e r th a t a center w i l l  
develop out of th is  trend in struggle  
against opportunism to  develop a 
p o lit ic a l  lin e

In po in ting  to  an emerging revolu­
tionary  tren d , the MLOC stands on the  
importance of p o l i t ic a l  lin e  and the 
decisiveness of theory The revo lu tion ­
ary trend does not d istinguish i t s e l f  
by simply meeting the ideological re­
quirement of s e lf -c r it ic is m  The real 
question is one of genuine leadership, 
in theory and p ra c tic e , of the develop­
ment of p o lit ic a l  lin e  which consolidates  
a d e fin ite  tren d , forges a center which 
provides genuine vanguard leadership to  
the advanced elements of the class 
stru g g le , and forges a vanguard commu­
n is t  party —  a party which wi l l  stand 
at the head of the class struggle

The emerging revo lu tionary trend  
consists of a number of organizations  
and c o lle c tiv e s  around the country No 
s ing le  organization has yet demonstra­
ted its  genuine vanguard ro le  th e o re ti­
ca l l y  or  p o l i t i c a l l y  These e ig h t

development of p o l i t ic a l  lin e . The 
heart of such a conscious plan is (1) 
jo in t  th e o re tic a l work and (2 ) jo in t  
p o l i t ic a l  work.This is a question o f  
concentrating a superior force to  
defeat the enemy

Jo in t th e o re tic a l work means waging 
a national campaign on the th e o re tica l 
f ro n t , re ly ing  upon the th e o re tica l 
resources o f many organizations and 
c o lle c tiv e s  to  develop a conscious agenda 
of th e o re tica l tasks over a d e fin ite  
period of time to  solve many pressing 
questions o f theory which face the rev­
o lu tio n  Jo in t p o l i t i c a l  work means 
common work in (a ) campaigns on various 
fronts  o f the workers struggles in trade  
unions, d irec ted  against the s ta te , o r In 
the national strugg les, p a r tic u la r ly  
the Black National s tru g g le , Chicano 
National struggle and the struggle o f the  
Puerto Rican people, (b) common summa­
tions o f p ractice  by organ izations, 
where lessons are learned from mistakes 
and correct po licy developed fo r  fu ture  
strugg les.

In th e  c o n t e x t  o f  j o i n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  w o rk ,  p o le m ic s  s e rv e  t o  
" c l a r i f y  t h e  d ep th  o f  e x i s t i n g  d i f f e r ­
e n c e s ,  in  o r d e r  t o  a f f o r d  d is c u s s io n  o f  
d is p u t e d  q u e s t io n s  f ro m  a l l  a n g le s ,  in  
o r d e r  t o  com bat t h e  e x t re m e s  i n t o  w h ich  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  v a r i o u s  v ie w s ,  
v a r i o u s  l o c a l i t i e s ,  o r  v a r i o u s  ' s p e c i a l ­
t i e s '  o f  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement i n ­
e v i t a b l y  f a l l . "  ( L e n in ,  " D r a f t  D e c la r a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  E d i t o r i a l  Board  o f  I s k r a  
and Z a r y a , "  CW, v o l  4 ,  p 328) Po­
le m ic s  s e rv e  th e  l a r g e r  t a s k  o f  th e  
d e ve lo p m e n t o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e ;  th e y  a re

«Comrade Enver Hoxha's ideas, works and 
teachings are an invaluable treasury of living, cre­
ative and acting Marxism-Leninism for our Party 
and people, from which every communist and every 
working man must continually learn”. HYSNI KA
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in  th e  s t r u g g l e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  
b re a k  i d e o l o g i c a l l y ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i s m , (4 )  
M a r x i s t s - L e n i n i s t s  U n i t e  as o u r  t a s k  
in  th e  com m un is t  movement, ( 5 )  r i g h t  
o p p o r tu n is m ,  nam ely  economism and Amer­
ic a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  ism , as t h e  main d a n g e r  
in  th e  w o rk e rs  and com m un is t  movements, 
( 6 )  w in  t h e  advanced t o  communism as o u r  
t a s k  in  t h e  w o rk e rs  movement, ( 7 )  f a c ­
t o r y  n u c l e i  as th e  b a s i c  u n i t  o f  th e  
p a r t y  in  th e  w o r k in g  c l a s s , ( 8 )  in  c a r r y ­
in g  o u t  p ropaganda  and a g i t a t i o n ,  p ro p o -  
ganda i s  in  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  in  t h e  p e r io d  
o f  w in n in g  o v e r  th e  advanced  t o  commu- 
n i sm

Two q u e s t io n s  m us t s ta n d  o u t  as 
t h e  tw o  le g s  upon w h ic h  th e  r e v o l u t i o n  
w i l l  w a lk  in  t h i s  c o u n t r y  These tw o  
a re  f i r s t ,  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p a r t y ,  
w h ic h  i s  a q u e s t i o n  o f  th e  le a d e rs h ip  
o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  and 
s e c o n d ,  t h e  B la c k  N a t io n a l  Q u e s t io n ,  
w h ic h  i s  a q u e s t i o n  o f  th e  u n i t y  o f  th e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  On th e s e  tw o  q u e s t i o n s ,  
more th a n  any o t h e r s ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
w i l l  s ta n d  o r  f a l l .  T h is  has p ro ven  
i t s e l f  t o  be t h e  case  h i s t o r i c a l l y  in  
t h i s  c o u n t r y .  B o th  th e  q u e s t io n  o f

q u e s t io n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  a re  a dva nc ­
ed in  o r d e r  t o  h e lp  draw l i n e s  o f  
d e m a r c a t io n ,  t o  s o r t  o u t  g e n u in e  f ro m  
sham What i s  im p o r t a n t  in  e v a l u a t i n g  
t h e  r o l e  o f  any o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  c o l l e c ­
t i v e  i s  n o t  t h e i r  s ta n d  a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  
moment on a p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e ,  b u t  
t h e i r  m o t io n  to w a rd s  o r  away f ro m  a 
c o r r e c t  i d e o l o g i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  
T h e r e fo r e  i t  w o u ld  be m e c h a n is t i c  t o  
use th e s e  l i n e s  o f  d e m a rc a t io n  as some 
c r i t e r i a  f o r  m em bersh ip  in  t h e  e m e rg in g  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r e n d .  More i m p o r t a n t ,  
i t  i s  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  i d e o l o g i c a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  m o t io n  o f  any o r g a n i z a t i o n  
On th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  th o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
w h ic h  have a l r e a d y  ta k e n  i n c o r r e c t  
s t a n d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on th e  B la c k  Na­
t i o n a l  Q u e s t io n ,  c a n n o t  be c o n s id e re d  
a g e n u in e  p a r t  o r  e le m e n t  o f  o u r  move­
ment
FORGING UNITY AMONGST MARXIST-LENINISTS

W h ile  th e re  a re  fe w  who deny p a r t y  
b u i l d i n g  as th e  c e n t r a l  ta s k ,  o r g a n i ­
z a t io n s  m u s t be  ju d g e d  on w h a t th e y  
a re  a c t u a l ly  d o in g  to  advance  th e  p a r t y  
i n  a  c o n s c io u s  m anner.

To f o r g e  a c e n t e r  f ro m  th e  e m e rg in g  
r e v o lu t io n a r y  t r e n d , we m ust u n d e r ta k e  a 
d e f i n i t e  p la n  and p o l i c y  to w a rd  th e

n o t  th e  b a s is  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  Po­
le m ic s  come t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  a f t e r  th e  
b a s ic  t h e o r e t i c a l  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  th e  
movement have been l a i d  The u n i f i c a ­
t i o n  o f  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r e n d  is  
s e rv e d  by p o le m ic s  h e lp in g  t o  draw 
c l e a r  l i n e s  o f  d e m a rc a t io n

I t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  th ro u g h  such j o i n t  
t h e o r e t i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  w o rk  t h a t  a 
c o r r e c t  and co m p re h e n s iv e  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  
w i l l  d e v e lo p ,  c a p a b le  o f  u n i t i n g  
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t s  and advanced  w o rk e rs  
i n t o  a s i n g l e  c e n t e r  T h is  c e n te r  

w o u ld  th e n  u t i l i z e  an I s k r a  ty p e  p re s s  
t o  w in  o v e r  a l l  u n d e c id e d  e le m e n ts , 
and  w o u ld  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  b a s is  f o r  th e  
fo r m a t io n  o f  a v a n g u a rd  p a r t y . T h is  i s  
t h e  le s s o n  we draw f ro m  L e n in 's  e x p e r ­
ie n c e  in  C z a r i s t  R u s s ia  In 1896,
L e n in  p ro p o se d  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was 
r i p e  t o  pass f ro m  p ropaganda  c e n te re d  
a round  a few advanced w o r k e r s  g a th e r e d  
in  p ro paganda  c i r c l e s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  
a g i t a t i o n .  By t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  t h e o r e t i ­
c a l  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  th e  p a r t y  had a l r e a d y  
been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  th ro u g h  th e  a n a l y s i s  
o f  c a p i t a l i s t  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e  d e v e lo p ­
m ent o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c h a r ­
a c t e r  o f  n a t i o n a l  o p p r e s s io n ,  e t c .  In 
t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  once  a c e n t e r  has

(C o n t p 4)



emerged, a defin ite  trend, which means 
a trend which advances a unified p o li­
t ic a l line on the important questions 
facing the revolution, then an Iskra 
type newspaper Is appropriate, not 
before

Then an Iskra type newspaper is 
demanded to serve as a co llec tive  
organizer for the party. The task of 
Iskra was to unify the movement, in 
that a very d e fin ite  Social Democratic 
trend did e x is t by the time of the 
F irs t Congress of the Russian Social 
Democratic Labor Party in 1898. I t  was 
the task of Iskra to  win to the side 
of the genuine Bolsheviks a ll  those who 
had not yet been consolidated, to  draw 
clear lines of demarcation between the 
two existing trends.

4

PREPARE FOR STRUGGLE
The immediate period ahead w ill be 

a period of intense class struggle in 
which both the bourgeoisie and the 
working class w ill continue to mobilize 
themselves for the inevitable clash 
ahead This d e fin ite ly  is a period,as 
Lenin described in WHAT IS TO BE DONE ?, 
when " the mass movement puts before us 
new theoretical, p o lit ic a l and organiza­
tional tasks fa r  more complicated than 
those that might have satis fied  m  the 
period before the nse o f the mass move­
ment "

This is  defin ite ly  a period m  
which communists must prepare fo r a l l  
forms o f struggle, cast away illusions,
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and deepen work among the masses
The next several months w ill see a 

sharp struggle on the economic and 
p o litic a l fronts as numerous trade 
unions face crucial bargaining, 436,340 
Teamsters in A p ril, 117,000 construction 
workers in June, 125,000 e le c tr ic a l 
workers the same month, and in September, 
over three quarters of a m illion  auto 
workers face contract negotiations with 
the bourgeoisie.

These struggles demand class con­
scious leadership, and th is  task fa lls  
upon the shoulders of genuine Marxist- 
Leninists This leadership must be 
advanced in the course of buiIding the 
party, that is uniting M arxist-Lenin ists, 
winning the advanced to communism, bu ild ­
ing factory nuclei and developing the 
means of propaganda

In the period ahead, we must recognize 
the increasing tempo of the struggle by 
the Black Nation for self-determ ination  
and by oppressed m inorities for democra­
t ic  rights In the last year, fo r exam­
p le , the struggle over busing, the 
formation of the Black Womens' United 
Front, the struggle and triumph of 
Joann L i t t le ,  the fig h t of Hurricane 
Carter fo r freedom, the freeing of 
Martin Sostre, a ll  indicate that the 
revolutionary struggle against national 
oppression is a component part of the 
class struggle against imperia 11 sm,and 
w ill continue to play a leading role in 
the struggle of the m ulti-national 
working class Increasing attention must 
be directed by Marxist-Leninists towards 
linking the class and national struggles, 
towards uniting Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought with advanced elements

in the Black, Chicano and Puerto Rican 
struggles in p a rticu la r, towards develop­
ing African Liberation Day as a m ulti­
national event, and other important 
developments in the course of the nation­
al struggles against imperialism

BUILD THE PARTY
The unity of the m ulti-national 

p ro le ta ria t must be forged by giving 
conscious leadership to the working 
class and national struggles This 
leadership must be in tensified  within  
the context of the growing preparations 
fo r war and fascism by the bourgeoisie 
Such e ffo rts  as Senate B il l  1 indicate 
that the bourgeoisie s t i l l  u tiliz e s  
the pries t rather than the hangman— 
but the p ries t is only sent to give the 
blessing for the hangman's noose which 
is already tightening around the neck 
of the working class

Intensified  contention by the two 
superpowers w ill inevitably lead to war, 
and fascism goes hand in hand with the 
preparation for war Fascism and war 
are rooted m  the objective conditions 
o f imperialism. A fter the emergence of 
monopoly capitalism , the material base 
for bourgeois democracy ceased to  
exis t Monopoly does not need or desire 
the "free competition" upon which 
bourgeois democracy is based As Lenin 
said, " P o lit ic a l react ion a ll  a I on,q the 
line is a characteris tic  feature of 
Imperialism" (IMPERIALISM AND THE SPLIT 
IN SOCIALISM, Lenin's Collected Works,
Vol 23 ,p 106) Senate B il l  1 is merely a 
legalism to hide and protect the d icta­
torship of a tiny  m inority, the bour­
geoisie, and to  undercut the growinq 
progressive and democratic tides within  
the United States which are moving 
against the bourgeois state apparatus

Both the Bicentennial and the Novem­
ber election  are two extremely important 
sacraments used by the bourgeois priest 
to deceive the working class and to 
deflect i t  from its  world h is to ric  
mission The advanced detachments of the 
working class must turn th is  around, 
expose the Bicentennial and the fascis t 
sentiment of chauvinist patriotism  
that goes with i t ,  pointing out the 
glorious revolutionary history of the 
working class and its  h is to ric  mission 
Against the rev is io n is t slogan of " A 
Bicentennial without colonies", we must 
pose the revolutionary slogan of " No 
nation can be free as long as i t  oppress­
es another nation"

The bourgeois elections in November 
must become an opportunity for the 
working class to expose the nature of 
the bourgeois dictatorship , point out 
that democracy is an illu s ion  fo r the 
working masses under capitalism , and 
teach the workers that they must rely  
upon themselves The MLOC w ill be 
taking up these questions in a future 
issue of UNITE'

Our task of exposing the nature 
of the bourgeois dictatorship and 
mobilizing the working masses for 
struggle in the course of forging a 
vanguard communist party is constantly 
thwarted by both the social democratic 
reformers and the- revisionists In 
s trik in g  blows agai'nst the bourgeoisie 
we must aim to s tride  through the 
midst of these rev is io n is t and reform­
is t dogs who feed o ff the bones, sweat 
and blood of the exploited and oppress­
ed peoples and nations of the world 
This pack of mongrels must be kicked 
aside as the working class moves in to  
behead the bourgeoisie

OUR TASKS
These are but a few of the struggles 

which await us in the next year and 
beyond. However, each and every theore­
t ic a l ,  p o lit ic a l and organizational 
task which awaits us must be taken up 
within the context of our central task, 
that of forging the party ,in  which 
p o litic a l line is key and theory is 
decisive The MLOC has advanced its  
views on party b u iId in g ,(1) develop­
ment o f p o litic a l line , (2) Bolshevi- 
zation o f the movement, (3) uniting 
Marxist-Lenimsts through jo in t  
theoretical and p o lit ic a l work, (4) 
winning the advanced to communism 
through propaganda These tasks con­

firm  themselves in re a lity  every day 
as the basic road towards the party 
As w e ll, we have elaborated our views 
on some elements of a plan and policy 
to carry out the task of uniting  
M arxists-Leninists.

FIRST, taking the theoretical form 
of class struggle as the chief form 
of class struggle in th is  period, and 
p o lit ic a l line as key, the MLOC has 
set d e fin ite  goals of advancing its  
basic line on many of the pressing 
questions faced by the p ro le ta ria t

SECOND, Bolshevization is not syno­
nymous with professionalization or 
abstract concepts of d iscip line  Bol-

shevization is the a l l  round develop­
ment o f a Leninist party, a party m  
the era o f imperialism, the eve of 
proletarian revolution Bolshevization 
encompasses the tasks of molding the 
revolutionary movement into a commu­
n is t form by leading the masses in 
struggle In th is  sense, also, p o l i t i ­
cal line is key in carrying through 
the ideological break to an organiza­
tional form As in a ll things, one 
divides into two in the task of con­
solidating the ideological break from 
the interests of the bourgeoisie In 
the unity of p o lit ic a l line and org­
anizational lin e , p o lit ic a l line is 
now key As the unity of the working 
class with communism is made, one 
aspect wi l l  turn into its  opposite, 
organization wi l l  become key through 
the consolidation of honest forces 
around p o lit ic a l line

A key task of BoIshevization today, 
is linking the central task of party 
building to the changing conditions, 
linking party building to  the growing 
threat of war and fascism This is fund­
amentally an ideological question, of 
grasping the true nature of imperialism, 
the role of Soviet Social Imperialism 
today

BUILD THE PARTY IN PREPARATION FOR WAR
Our party must be b u ilt m  the actual 

situation o f the transition from bour­
geois democracy to fascism, which is no 
q u a lita tiv e  movement, but quantitative, 
since in the age of imperialism, "The 
difference between the democratic-repub­
lican and reactionary-monarchistic 
bourgeoisie is ob literated  precisely  
because they are both ro tting  a live  " 
(Lenin, IMPERIALISM AND THE SPLIT IN 
SOCIALISM, CW, Vol 23, p 106 ) There 
exists no difference between the bour­
geois im peria lis t state and the ruthless, 
vicious oppressiveness of czaris t 
autocracy.

In order to persist in the revolution­
ary struqgle we must concretely consider 
the varied conditions of the class strug­
g le , the in ter-re la tionsh ip  of forces 
within the working class, the varying 
p o litic a l and ideological attitudes of 
the masses, and the degree of d isintegra­
tion of capitalism , tha t is , the state of 
the im peria lis t c r is is  This is the 
basis fo r determining the appropriate 
tactics  to  defeat th is  ris ing  tide  of 
reaction The degree of BoIshevization 
of our movement is not a matter of our 
abi l i t y  to  hide a small group of people 
or even simply questions of security and 
defense These are only small aspects 
which are, however, important fo r the 
preservation of the party and its  cadres 

One more aspect of Bolshevization is 
the digging of deep roots in the working 
class through the formation of factory



5
nuclei as the basic unTt o f the communist 
movement. This is  the only genuine de­
fense o f the advanced elements o f the 
working c lass, the party and the revolu­
t io n . Our sole purpose in  forging a 
Bolshevik party le  to lead the struggle 
o f the masses in  the conquest o f state  
power, the formation o f the dictatorship 
o f the p ro le taria t and eventually, 
communist society.

A key question to  ra ise in th is  con­
te x t is  our attitude towards the imper­
ia l is t  state, conspiratorial work and 
i l le g a lity .  The basic p r in c ip le  o f I l ­
legal work is  the " a b i l i t y  to  preserve 
the mass character o f the party in its  
underground a c t iv ity  during the most 
savage te rro r .  The essence of i l le g a l i t y
........  lie s  in carry ing on uninterrupted
mass work, and in having a constant in ­
f lu x  o f new help from the masses—th is  
w ith the help o f a strong ly welded hidden 

*  organ ization" (COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL,
" On the Question of I lle g a l W ork",1933, 
p.854) The basis of a l l  under-estimation 
o f the complete reactionary nature o f the 
im p e ria lis t s ta te , o f the under-estlma- 
tio n  of the ferociousness o f the sta te  
apparatus th a t remains to  be unleashed, 
o f the in a b il i ty  to  adapt communist work 
and organization to  i l le g a l i t y ,  is legal­
ism,i the glossing over o f the nature of 
the bourgeois s ta te  as an apparatus of 
class violence This is the essence of 
Bolshevik consp ira to ria l methods, i l le g ­
a l i t y  which serves to  deepen and extend 
the involvement o f the masses in the 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  
EXPOSE AND ISOLATE PETTI BOURGEOIS 
TERRORISTS

This is  in s ta rk  contrast to  the 
counter-revo lutionary a c t iv ity  o f such 
groups as the Weather Underground, the 
New World L iberation Front, and other 
such te r r o r is t  organizations which re­
veal themselves to  the masses only at 
the end o f a fuse. Such sham counter­
revolu tionary groups must be exposed 
and iso la ted id eo lo g ica lly  and p o l i t i ­
c a lly ,  or ob je c tive ly  they only serve to  
aid the im o e ria lis t s ta te  and increase 
the reign o f bourgeois violence on the 
masses O b jec tive ly , they represent an 
arm of the bourgeoisie expressed through 
petty bourgeois te rro rism  The te rro rism  
o f such groups as the Symbionese Libera­
t io n  Army is  nothing but a form of 
armed petty  bourgeois reformism

" The various anti-Marxist trends 
o f the Trotskyists and anarchists 
have been activated as never before 

. . .Although they frequently come 
out with ultra-revolutionary and 
anti-revis ion ist slogans, in  fact 
they are playing the revisionists ' 
game, and they are undermining the 
cause o f revolution altogether. "
(Enver Hoxha, REPORT ON THE ACTIVITY 
OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PLA, 
6TH CONGRESS,p 212-213)

MAKE REVOLUTION -PREVENT FASCISM
Only a fool would neglect to  rea lize  

tha t liv in g  in the most powerful state 
in the h is to ry  o f class soc ie ty , the 
United States bourgeoisie can be expect­
ed to  unleash the most ferocious attack 
upon the working class, the most bru ta l 
fa s c is t oppression yet There is one, and 
only one safeguard fo r the revo lu tion , 
and th a t is  to  re ly  upon the working 
class i t s e l f ,  to  mobilize the masses in 
the course o f the economic, p o l it ic a l 
and theo re tica l forms of struggle o f the 
working class movement. D im itrov  po in ted  
out th a t "  whether the v ic to ry  o f  fascisrt 
can be prevented depends m  the f i r s t  
place on the m il i ta n t  a c t iv i t y  d isp layed  
by the working c lass i t s e l f . . .Second, 
on the existence o f  a s trong  re v o lu tio n ­
ary p a rty  . T h ird , whether a c o rre c t 
p o lic y  is  pursued by the working class  
towards the peasants and the p e tty  bour­
geois masses o f  the towns . Fourth ,
whether the re vo lu tio n a ry  p r o le ta r ia t  
exercises v ig ila n c e  and take ac tions a t  
the proper time " (D im itrov , THE 
UNITED FRONT AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM 
p 12)

C orrectly bu ild ing  the party in the 
context o f the tra n s it io n  from bour­
geois democratic ru le  to  fascism is a 
question o f v ita l importance, which w i l l  
determine our a b i l i t y  to  t ra in  success­
ors to  the revo lu tionary cause of the

working class in th is  country. The 
vanguard party must be forged in the 
context o f un iting  the working masses 
against the two superpowers, m obiliz ing 
a l l  progressive s tra ta  
people to  every and a l l  m anifestation 
o f the contention between the two 
superpowers, and p a r t ic u la r ly  against 
Soviet Social Imperialism, the main' 
source o f the th rea t o f war today. 
M arx is t-Len in is ts  must a c tive ly  go 
about bu ild ing  the united fro n t against 
the two superpowers today.

THIRD, in regard to  Uniting Marx1st- 
Len in is ts , our views on th is  question 
have already been developed on th is  
question. Elements o f our plan and 
po licy  to  carry out th is  task center on 
jo in t  theo re tica l and p o l i t ic a l work. 
FOURTH, winning the advanced to com­
munism In the course o f carrying out 
th is  task, and through struggle w ith 
o ther organizations and comrades, the 
MLOC has come to  rea lize  th a t the formu­
la tion  o f the advanced worker put 
forward in UNITE!, Vol 1,No.1, WAS 
INCORRECT. We stated th a t,

" This worker has a sense o f th e ir  
class in te re s t, and the un ity  of 
th is  in te re s t w ith  the s trugg le  o f 
the oppressed n a tio n a lit ie s  and 
m in o ritie s . They are active  in 
f ig h tin g  fo r  the in te rests  o f th e ir  
c lass, and already rea lize  the need 
fo r  fundamental change, though they 
may not c a ll i t  revo lu tionary change. 
They are searching fo r  a s c ie n t i f ic  
understanding o f th e ir  e xp lo ita tio n  
and oppression, and fo r  a c lear 
answer as to  the so lu tion  In other 
words, they are open to  communism, 
and do not have anti-communist op- 
in ions".

Comrades, th is  more ap tly  describes an 
intermediate worker, not the advanced 
worker. In a RETROGRADE TREND IN RUSS­
IAN SOCIAL DEMOCRACY, (Lenin, Collected 
Works, V o l.4 ,p .280) Comrade Lenin 
describes the advanced worker

"The h is to ry  o f the working class 
movement in a l l countries shows tha t 
the b e tte r s itua ted  s tra ta  o f the 
working class responds to  the ideas 
o f socia lism  more rap id ly  and more 
e a s ily . From among these come, in 
the main, the advanced workers tha t 
every working class movement brings 
to  the fo re , those who can win the 
confidence of the laboring masses, 
who devote themselves e n tire ly  to  the 
education and organization o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t,  who accept socialism

consciously, and who even elaborate 
independent s o c ia lis t  theories . . . "

In c r i t ic iz in g  the retrograde trend of 
the tim e, Lenin pointed out e a r lie r  in 
the same a r t ic le  (p.255-6) th a t the 
Rabochaya Mysl trend "reveals an ex­
tremely narrow conception of the work­
ing class movement and a desire to  
close h is eyes to  the higher forms of 
th a t movement which have evolved under 
the leadership o f the Russian Social 
Democrats."

Two important points must be made 
here. F irs t ,  Lenin is very c lea r th a t 
"every working class movement brings to 
the fore" such advanced workers, not 
ju s t  the Bolsheviks. Lenin here is  
speaking about the general conditions 
o f the cap ita lis t mode o f production 
which bring to the fore advanced 
workers, i . e .  the spontaneous struggle 
between labor and capital.

Second, Lenin in the second passage 
indicates th a t an important aspect of 
the under-estimation o f the working 
class movement by the retrograde trend 
was to deny the higher forms of the 
movement that arise "under the leader­
ship o f Russian Social Democrats." In 
o ther words, th a t i t  is  through the 
leadership o f communists th a t advanced 
workers come forward, not in the pre­
sence o f economist, re v is io n is t or 
socia l democratic leadership. Con­
c re te ly , given the economist trade 
union work o f the RCP, i t  is  l i t t l e  
wonder they do not draw out advanced 
workers, because advanced workers shy 
away from opportunist leadership.
MLOC ON ADVANCED WORKERS

The o r ig in a l view of the MLOC stated 
in UNITE! Vo l. I , no I re flec ted  
remnants o f r ig h t  opportunism w ith in  
the organization. I t  denied and ne­
glected revolu tionary theory as a 
guide to  action and the advanced 
forms the working class movement takes, 
and, instead, focused narrowly on 
our own experience. In try in g  to  de­
termine why our work in ce rta in  plants 
had not advanced adequately, In 
strugg le  w ith comrades and friends , 
through studying c a re fu lly  what Lenin 
a c tua lly  said and in summing up our 
own experience w ith an eye to  id e n tify  
r ig h t  tendencies, we came to  rea lize  
the incorrectness o f our view and to  
embrace the genuine M arx is t-Len in is t 
pos ition  of Comrade Lenin

In add ition , we came to  understand
th a t Comrade Lenin's evaluation o f the

(Cent p 6)
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era of imperialism is, obviously, 
applicable to the class struggle in 
the United States, for Lenin is clear 
that such workers arise "in every capi- 
taliet country " In terms of Inde­
pendently elaborating socialist theory, 
we would note that in Russia a theore­
tical base had already been laid in 
the working class by the time Lenin 
wrote this article Historically in 
the U.S., with (I) the lack of devel­
opment of the struggle on the theore­
tical front, combined with (2) the 
existence of a strong, though small, 
labor aristocracy created out of the 
superprofits of imperialism and (3) 
th irty  years of strong revisionist pre­
sence in the working class, the situa­
tion is not exactly the same as in 
Russia. However, i t  is definitely 
correct that advanced workers seek to 
independently elaborate socialist 
theory even i f  they confront many 
obstacles in this task.

The source of this error was in 
economist tendencies, in ta iling after 
the masses. Concretely, in not giving 
leadership to struggles, armed with 
the most advanced theory. The condi­
tions in which this error arose were in 
the course of spontaneously directing 
cadre in mass work without consolida­
ting the break with revisionist methods 
and styles of work. The ideological 
source of this error is clearly the 
petty bourgeois view which, because of 
its vacillating material base, sacrifi­
ces the interests of the proletariat 
to the passing interests of the petty 
bourgeoisie. Summing up such practice 
revealed the incorrectness of our views 
In the course of repudiating this error, 
our experience to date has confirmed the 
importance of rectification on this 
question and work in certain plants has 
advanced
WIN THE TRADE UNIONS

A second major point to raise in the 
task of winning the advanced to com­
munism is the question of trade umon 
work. The point to stress is the 
necessity to combat vacillation on work 
in the trade unions. Our own work has 
reflected the right tendency which 
tends to down play this essential work 
and to vacillate on its importance 
both in theory and in practice It has 
taken the form of neglect of factory 
nuclei, unwillingness to participate in

actual trade union struggles, unwill­
ingness to assume leadership positions 
in trade unions that result out of the 
actual support of workers for communist 
leadership, etc. All tendencies which 
have historically denied or neglected 
the importance of communist work in the 
trade unions must be combatted vigor­
ously. The line of the October League, 
for instance, that the trade unions 
must be moved to the le ft, must be 
thoroughly defeated The trade unions 
must be won over for the working class 
from the bourgeoisie, a definite break 
must be made in which the working class 
replaces the bourgeoisie in command of 
the trade unions The unity of 
theory and practice, of the ultimate 
aims of communism with the immediate 
demands of the working class, of the 
economic struggle with the political 
struggle, are a ll clearly reflected in 
the winning of the trade unions to pro­
letarian leadership.

This task must be done on the basis 
of the day to day struggles of the work­
ing class to improve its material 
and political conditions. Questions 
concerning wages, hours, seniority, 
layoffs, housing, insurance, taxation, 
unemployment, the high cost of living, 
etc., w ill play a most important, i f  
not the decisive role in the task of 
exposing the treachery of the oppor­
tunist trade union leadership. However, 
this task w ill not be fu lly carried out 
i f  these everyday practical questions 
are not linked up with the fundamental 
aims of the revolutionary struggle

In the fight against the bourgeoisie, 
the consciousness of the proletariat as 
a powerful class has grown through the 
struggle to buiId and maintain the 
trade unions Trade unions, under pro­
letarian leadership, consciously seized 
from the hands of the labor aristocracy 
and the trade union bureaucrats, w ill 
one day, as Marx foretold, promote 
the abolition of the system of wage 
labor Trade unions are political as 
well as economic organizations To be 
l i t t le  the revolutionary role they can 
and w ill play is incorrect. To deny 
their importance in the revolution w ill 
be to step upon the road of revisionism 

Comrade Stalin's words on the rela­
tion of the trade unions to the revolu­
tion should be grasped firmly. They are 
a basic axiom for a ll communists. "For 
i t  is impossible," Comrade Stalin point­

ed out to the communist parties of the 
west, "to win over the vast proletarian 
masses unless the trade unions are won 
over; and i t  is impossible to win over 
the trade unions unless work is con­
ducted m them and unless the confidence 
of the masses of workers is won m the 
trade unions month by month and year by 
year. Failing this, i t  is out of the 
question even to think of achieving the 
dictatorship of the proletariat."
( Stalin, " The International Situation 
and the Tasks of the Communist Parties", 
WORKS, Vol.7,p.56).
THE FUTURE BELONGS TO THE WORKING CLASS

1975 has been a year of tremendous 
victories for national liberation strug­
gles against U.S. Imperialism and 
Soviet Social-Imperialism The people 
of the world are uniting and taking up 
the struggle against the two superpowers.

Important strides have been taken re­
cently by the working class of the U.S 
toward the formation of its vanguard 
party, the key link in moving the chain 
of revolution forward at this time 
Opportunism on the question of party 
building and the Black National Question 
has been dealt te lling blows. Every­
where genuine Marxist-Leninists are pre­
paring for the inevitable clash ahead, 
preparing for war, persisting in strug­
gle.

There is no room within our ranks for 
gloom, pessimism or vacillation As a 
vital detachment of the international 
proletariat, the U S working class 
takes pride in the historic victories 
scored against the two superpowers in 
the last year, pays tribute to the many 
fallen comrades who gave theirt lives in 
the struggle against U S Imperialism 
and Soviet Social-Imperial ism , and gains 
strength from the selfless courage, de­
termination and triumphs of our comrades 
and friends all over the world

Armed with a correct ideological, 
political and organizational line, the 
vanguard communist party of the U S 
proletariat wi11 surely "fel l  that wiId 
beast, capitalism, which has drenched 
the earth in blood and reduced humanity 
to starvation and democratization, and 
whose end is near and inevitable, no 
matter how monstrous and savage its 
frenzy in the face of death."
("Prophetic Words," Lenin, LCW, Vol. 27, 
p. 499) i t

CAST AWAY ILLUSIONS, PREPARE FOR STRUGGLE! 
FORGE THE VANGUARD COMMUNIST PARTY!

PEOPLE OF THE WORLD,
U N ITE  TO OPPOSE THE TWO SUPERPOWERS!
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LESSO NS FROM  
THE SHOP FLOOR

The fo rm a t io n  o f  th e  M a r x i s t - L e n in i s t  
p a r ty  is  th e  Key l i n k  in th e  fu s io n  o f  
th e  communist movement and th e  w ork ing  
c la s s  movement in  th e  course  o f  the  
s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  o p p o r tu n is m  "The 
p a r ty  must s ta nd  a t  th e  head o f  the  
w o rk in g  c la s s ,  i t  must see f a r t h e r  than 
th e  w o rk ing  c la s s ,  i t  must lead th e  p ro ­
l e t a r i a t  and n o t  drag a t  the  t a i I  o f  the  
spontaneous movement "

In the  U S  we a re  s t i I I  in th e  
f i r s t  p a r t  o f  the  p a r t y  b u i l d i n g  p e r io d ,  
t h a t  o f  w in n in g  tne  vanguard  to  com- 
mumsm Th is  means u n i t i n g  advanced 
workers  w i th  M arx ism -Lenin ism -M ao Tse- 
tung  Thought, which is  accom plished 
p r i m a r i l y  th rough  propaganda

To c a r r y  o u t  s y s te m a t ic  M a r x is t -  
Len in i s t  propaganda re q u i r e s  ( I )  a 
c o r r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  I in e  on the  m a jo r 
q u e s t io n s  fa c in g  th e  w o rk in g  c la s s  and 
(2 )  a b a s ic  u n i t  o f  th e  f u t u r e  M a r x is t -  
L e n in i s t  p a r ty  a t  the  p lace  o f  p roduc ­
t i o n ,  a f a c to r y  nuc leus

Advanced workers arise as a result 
of the objective conditions of monopoly 
capitalism . I t  is through concrete ex­
perience of the contradictions in these 
objective conditions that advanced work­
ers come to  rea lize  the lim its of trade 
union p o lit ic s , and seek a s c ie n tif ic  
solution to th e ir  exp lo itation  and op­
pression For th is  reason, advanced 
elements emerge most c learly  in response 
to correct M arxist-Leninist leadership 
of the class struggle, leadership which 
stems from a c o r r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  l in e  be­
ing p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  by f a c t o r y  n u c le i  

As p a r t  o f  th e  deve lopment o f  p o l i t ­
i c a l  l i n e ,  M a r x is t - L e n in i s t s  must seek 
t o  r a is e  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  e x pe r ien ces  
t o  th e  le ve l  o f  t h e o ry ,  t o  sum up e f ­
f o r t s  t o  win the  advanced to  communism, 
and t o  draw lessons from  t h i s  communist 
p r a c t i c e  T h is  a r t i c l e  is  a summation 
o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  cadre o f  the  MLOC, as 
an e f f o r t  t o  rev iew  how c e r t a in  in c o r ­
r e c t  and c o r r e c t  methods o f  work have 
h e ld  back o r  advanced th e  s t r u g g le  f o r  
the  p a r ty  T h is  p a r t i c u l a r  case serves 
t o  draw some im p o r ta n t  lessons re g a rd ­
ing  small i n d u s t r i a l  shops, the  la b o r  
a r i s t o c r a c y ,  th e  Chicano n a t io n a l  ques­
t i o n ,  propaganda, and f a c t o r y  n u c le i  
Most im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e  summation o f  t h i s  
work e x p e r ie n c e  p o in ts  t o  the  need f o r  
cadre and le a d e rs h ip  t o  redoub le  t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  to  s e iz e  p o l i t i c a l  l in e  as key 
in t h i s  p e r io d

I Some Background
The Shop T h is  shop is  a sm all  p re ­

c i s io n  shee tm eta l f a b r i c a t i o n  shop, 
s u b c o n t ra c t in g  f o r  s p e c ia l i z e d  hardware 
f o r  th e  e le c t r o n i c s  in d u s t r y  The work 
fo rc e  was made up o f  10-15$ journeymen 
( in c lu d in g  th e  shop manager), a l l  h ig h ­
ly  s k i l l e d  c r a f t  type  w o rk e rs ,  and any­
where from 85-90$ h e lp e rs  ( o p e r a t iv e s )  

Over h a l f  th e  w orkers  were non-An­
g lo s ,  w i th  th e  la r g e s t  body made up o f  
Chicanos The employees o f  th e  shop 
were a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  th e  Sheetmetal 
Workers International Association, one 
of the oldest AFL c ra ft unions.
P o lit ic a l Background The comrade 
working in th is shop is a semi-peasant, 
semi-proletarian Chicano from the South­
west, with a broad work experience 
which goes from farm laborer, construc­
tio n , e lectronics, to warehouse and 
stock-work Working in th is  shop was 
not in i t ia l ly  p o lit ic a lly  motivated 
When the comrade went to work here he 
was studying Marxism-Leninism, but was 
not in a communist organization

The comrade d id  n o t  j o i n  the  MLOC 
u n t i I  a f t e r  hav ing  worked here f o r  some 
t im e  As such, the  comrade's work was 
n o t  w e l l  developed f o r  two reasons 
I .  the  comrade 's  s t r u g g le  t o  break

w i t h  p a s t  methods o f  work which was 
hampered by be ing  th e  o n ly  M a r x is t -  
L e n in i s t  in  t h i s  p la n t ,  and 2 th e  o r ­
g a n iz a t i o n 's  s t r u g g le  t o  g iv e  c l e a r  
p o l i t i c a l  gu idance in  th e  process o f  
development o f  p o l i t i c a l  l in e

I I  D iv i s io n s  in the  Work Force 
A Labor A r i s to c r a c y  
The la b o r  a r i s t o c r a c y  is  c h a r a c te r ­

ized  f i r s t  and fo re m os t  by i t s  p o l i t i ­
ca l s tand  (See " I m p e r ia l i s m  and the  
S p lit  in Socialism", Lenin, CW, Vol 23, 
pp 105-120) This p o lit ic a l stand 
arises out of
1 T h e ir  r e la t io n  to  p ro d u c tio n  w hich  
combines c h a r a c t e r is t ic s  o f  the  p e t t y -  
b o u rg e o is ie  w ith  c h a r a c t e r is t ic s  o f  the  
w o rk in g  c la s s ,
2 th e  d is p r o p o r t io n a te ly  h ig h e r  wages, 
and

3 th e  s o c ia l  p r e s t ig e  o f  the  o ccu p atio n s  
w hich the  la b o r  a r is to c r a c y  ho lds

The c ra ft  unions have inherently this  
sort of character

I t  is  th e  f u n c t io n  o f  the  la b o r  a r ­
i s to c ra c y  to  promote the  "community o f  
i n t e r e s t s "  o f  the  c a p i t a l i s t  and the  
w orke r  among the  masses

T h is  i s  p o s s ib le  because th e  i n t e r ­
e s ts  o f  t h i s  b r ib e d  s e c to r  do l i e  in 
th e  p re s e rv a t io n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  u n l ik e  
th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the  m a jo r i t y  o f  w ork ­
e rs  which l i e  in the  o ve r th ro w  o f  cap­
i t a l i s m  and th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  c lasse s  

The la b o r  a r i s t o c r a c y  th e n ,  is  the  
main s o c ia l  base o f  bou rg eo is  ide o lo gy  
in th e  w o rk in g  c la s s

The b u lk  o f  th e  la b o r  a r i s t o c r a c y  is  
c o n c e n tra te d  among c r a f t  w o rk e rs ,  
w he the r  in in d u s t r y  o r  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  
t r a d e s ,  due t o  t h e i r  m a te r ia l  p o s i t i o n  
in  th e  work fo rc e  ( th e  n a tu re  o f  the  
work they  do)

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  the  c r a f t  un ions have 
re p re sen te d  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h i s  
group o f  w orke rs  to  th e  d e t r im e n t  o f  
th e  less sk i I led work fo rc e  

I C r a f t  Unions
The c r a f t  unions arose o u t  o f  the  

a s s o c ia t io n s  o f  c ra f tsm en  o f  th e  fe u ­
dal e ra  and were m odelled  on th e  g u ild s  
o f  t h a t  e ra  T h e i r  main o r g a n iz a t io n ­
a l p r i n c i p l e  was c r a f t  e x c lu s iv e n e s s  
by which th e y  hoped t o  c re a te  a s c a r ­
c i t y  o f  s k i l l e d  w orkers  and th e reb y  
give them a bargaining l e v e r  with th e ir  
employers This o f  course meant that 
they excluded the vast majority of 
workers from th e ir  organizations in or­
der to "keep the demand higher than the 
supp ly".

In the U S , the ski I led c ra ft unions 
have been concentrated predominantly 
among native born, white workers, which 
has been reflected in the great nation 
chauvinism of th is  stratum H is to rica l­
ly , these workers have not only tr ie d  to 
prevent immigrants from entering th e ir  
unions, but in two parts of the U S 
where minority n a tio n a lities  e x is t, they 
have fought to  purge these n a tio n a lities  
from trades that they were in As an 
example, le t us look at the railway 
brotherhoods

This n a t io n a l  c h a u v in is t  l i n e ,  which 
as Lenin said, is opportun ism  in  i t s  
most crass  fo rm , arose out of the petty- 
bourgeois origins of c ra ft  unions and is 
perpetuated in the era of large scale 
im peria lis t in d u stria liza tio n  by a 
whole system of p riv ileg e , bribery, and 
special position there comes a p o lit ic a l 
stand which represents the interests of 
the bourgeoisie Opportunism is simply 
the s e l l in g  o u t o f  the  long  term  i n t e r ­
e s ts  o f  the  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  w orkers  f o r  
the  s h o r t  term  in t e r e s t s  o f  a few  

The c ra ft unions have h is to ric a lly  
opposed the organization of the unskilled 
along industrial lines The whole prin­
c ip le  of industrial unionism is to unite

the many to defeat the few The p rin c i­
ple of c ra ft  unionism is , on the other 
hand, to unite the few to s e ll out the 
many. These two opposing principles  
coexist within the U.S. labor movement 
within the A .F .L .-C .I 0.(The A.F.L. is 
composed of the old c ra ft  unions and 
the C .I.O . of the younger industrial 
unions) by a process of unprincipled com­
promise and s e ll-o u t.

Today, when automation has eliminated 
a great deal of the need for sk illed  
workers in heavy industry, the focus of 
c ra ft  union a c tiv ity  and strength has 
shifted more toward the construction 
unions These unions which are more 
slowly automated, owing to the nature of 
the work, are today the main stronghold 
and social base of the labor bureaucra­
cy and labor aristocracy in the class

The specific  problem facing our local 
is that construction runs the show both 
in the union and in the shop (a ll of the 
journeymen being o rig in a lly  from con­
struction They c o n s t i tu te d  an extrem e­

ly  r e a c t io n a ry  s o c ia l  base f o r  the  un ion  
bu reau cracy  The union's role in regard 
to management has been class collabora­
tio n is t We could not go to the union 
with a grievance without having them 
finger us to the management (usually the 
same day the grievance was lodged) The 
union's a ttitu d e  to the industrial sec­
tion of our local is one of grudging to l ­
eration This union negotiated a dual 
contract One for journeymen, and ano­
ther fo r helpers (operatives) This 
contract gave the journeymen a complete 
package of job protection and guarantees 
against job degradation (r e d - c i r c l in g ) .

On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  c o n t r a c t  under 
which th e  h e lp e rs  worked was w i t h o u t  a 
s e n i o r i t y  c lau se  and had no p r o v is io n  
f o r  a h i r i n g  h a l l  T h is  o b j e c t i v e l y  
meant t h a t  th e  em p loyer c o u ld  lay any 
h e lp e r  o f f  w i t h o u t  regard  t o  how long he 
had worked th e r e  and t h a t  he c o u ld  re ­
p la ce  him w i t h  someone o f f  th e  s t r e e t  
I t  a ls o  meant t h a t  a man who worked in  
one shop u s u a l ly  d id  n o t  g e t  h i r e d  on 
a t  a n o th e r ,  s in c e  he possessed no s k i l l s  
t h a t  c o u ld  n o t  be q u i c k l y  le a rn e d ,  by 
someone new

2 B r ib e d  s e c to r
The m a te r ia l  source  o f  w ea l th  t o  

b r ib e  th e  la b o r  a r i s t o c r a c y  is  th e  su­
p e r p r o f i t s  im p e r ia l is m  d e r iv e s  from 
oppressed c o u n t r i e s ,  n a t io n s ,  and na­
t i o n a l  m in o r i t i e s  here and abroad

As the  c r i s i s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  deepens 
these  s u p e r p r o f i t s  are e x t r a c te d  from 
e v e r  b ro a d e r  s e c to r s  in  o rd e r  t o  main­

t a i n  the  p r i v i l e g e d  few w i t h i n  the  work 
ing  c la s s  and keep them w o rk in g  f o r  the  
c a p i t a I i s t s

T h is  shop p ro v id e s  s e v e ra l  examples 
o f  i n t e n s i f i e d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  th e  ma­
j o r i t y  o f  w orke rs  and o p p re s s io n  o f  mi­

n o r i t y  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  in o rd e r  t o  c u l t i ­
va te  a p r i v i l e g e d  s e c to r  o f  w orkers

A Journeymen The journeymen had 
a g re a t  m o b i l i t y  in  t h e i r  work and were 
v i r t u a l l y  autonomous in  th e  jo b s  t h a t  
th ey  were in charge o f  B u t ,  t h i s  was 
p o s s ib le  because a l l  th e  s la c k  in  the  
pace and i n t e n s i t y  o f  th e  work was t a ­
ken up by th e  h e lp e rs  The ease o f  
t h e i r  work was b u i l t  upon th e  i n t e n s i t y  
o f  o u r  work A ls o ,  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  as 
sk i l i e d  c ra f tsm e n  meant t h a t  they  con­
c e n t ra te d  more on th e  la y o u t  and se tup  
o f  th e  w ork ,  w h i le  we a c t u a l l y  execu ted  
th e  jo b s

B Red c i r c I i n g  The jo b s  o f  the  
journeymen were p ro te c te d  by c o n t r a c t  
from  be ing  degraded As sk i l ie d  c r a f t  
w o rk e rs ,  th ey  were p ro te c te d  from  hav­
ing t o  do th e  muscle work and chump 
jo b s  in  the  shop They were a ls o  p ro -
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t e c t e d  in  t h e i r  e m p lo y m e n t  b y  s e n i o r i t y  

c l a u s e s  and a h i r i n g  h a l l  In  t h e  i n ­

d u s t r i a l  s e c t i o n  o f  o u r  u n i o n ,  t h e s e  
p r o t e c t i v e  d e v i c e s  c a l l e d  " r e d  c i r ­

c l i n g "  w e re  a g r e e d  t o  b y  t h e  m anagem ent 

on t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  h e l p e r s  w o u ld  
n o t  be e x te n d e d  t h e  same p r o t e c t i o n  
The l o g i c  o f  t h e  u n io n s  and  m anagem ent 

i s  t h a t  i n  s u c h  a b u s in e s s  as  i n d u s t r i ­
a l  s h e e t m e t a l ,  t h e  e m p lo y e r  " n e e d s  a 
b r e a k "  in  h i r i n g  p r a c t i c e  i n  o r d e r  

t o  m a i n t a i n  h i s  p r o f i t  m a r g i n .  The  

e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  p r a c t ic e  o f  r e d  c i r c l i n g  
i s  to  p u t  th e  jo u rn e y m a n  m  th e  camp o f  
th e  m anagem ent.

C Wage s c a l e s  The j o u r n e y m e n 's  
wage s c a le  s t a r t e d  a t  ($11  95 p e r  h o u r )  

o v e r  d o u b le  t h e  pay  o f  a h e l p e r  

T h i s ,  c o m b in e d  w i t h  t h e  j o u r n e y m e n 's  
u n d e r s t a n d in g  t h a t  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  and 

s i z e  o f  t h e i r  wages was p a r t i a l l y  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  and  u n c e r t a i n ­
t y  o f  o u r  j o b  s i t u a t i o n  made th e m  c o n ­

s i d e r  t h e m s e lv e s  as b e t t e r  t h a n  u s .
D O v e r t im e  O v e r t im e  was used  as 

a r e w a r d  f o r  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  company 

and  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s p e e d  up t h e  pace  
o f  t h e  w o rk  I t  was u s u a l l y  c o u p le d  

w i t h  " p r o m o t i o n "  t o  w o r k  on m ore s o ­
p h i s t i c a t e d  e q u ip m e n t  w h ic h  r e q u i r e d  

le s s  p h y s i c a l  s t r a i n

The N a t i o n a l  Q u e s t io n
B e s id e  th e  r o le  o f  th e  c r a f t  u n io n  

a n d  la b o r  a r is t o c r a c y ,  th e  management 
u se d  n a t io n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  to  c r e a te  
d iv is io n s  among th e  w o rk e rs  T h is  was 
done by p e r p e t u a t io n  o f  th e  a c t u a l  s o ­
c i a l  an d  eco n o m ic  d is t i n c t i o n s  among 
th e  w o rk e rs  The m a in  v i c t i m s  o f  n a ­
t i o n a l  o p p r e s s io n  w e re  t h e  C h ic a n o  

w o r k e r s ,  who c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  
s i n g l e  b o d y  o f  m i n o r i t y  n a t i o n a l i t y  

w o r k e r s  in  t h e  sh op  The C h ic a n o  w o r k ­
e r s ,  a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  B l a c k s ,  w e re  a l s o  
t h e  m o s t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d is a d v a n t a g e d ,  

w i t h  no  o t h e r  c h o i c e  as t o  j o b  o r  
s o u r c e  o f  in co m e  The n a t i o n a l  o p ­
p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  C h ic a n o  w o r k e r s  t o o k  

s e v e r a l  c o n c r e t e  fo rm s

One was t h e  m a n a g e m e n t 's  p r a c t i c e  
o f  l a y i n g  o f f  men a c c o r d i n g  t o  n a t i o n ­
a l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t i m e  in  
t h e  shop  ( s e n i o r i t y )  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  

t e n d s  t o  g i v e  A n g lo  w o r k e r s  t h e  i l l u s i o n  
t h a t  t h e i r  j o b s  a r e  s e c u r e  B e c a u s e  l a y ­
o f f s  f o c u s e d  on  C h ic a n o  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  
a v e r a g e  wage f o r  C h ic a n o  w o r k e r s  was lo w ­
e r  t h a n  f o r  A n g lo s

A n o t h e r  t a c t i c  t h a t  t h e  m anagem ent 
used  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  w o r k e r s  was o v e r ­
t i m e  O v e r t im e  was m a i n l y  e x te n d e d  

t o  w h i t e  w o r k e r s ,  and  t o  a few  C h i c a -  
nos T h i s  a l s o  w o rk e d  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  
C h ic a n o s  as a few  w e re  g i v e n  t h e  i l ­

l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e re  " g e t t i n '  o v e r "

T h e re  w e re  a l s o  a few  C h ic a n o s  who 

w e re  n o t  s u b j e c t e d  t o  l a y o f f s  T h i s  
g r o u p  o f  p r i v i l e g e d  m i n o r i t y  w o r k e r s  
w e re  used  t o  spawn i l l u s i o n s  among 

t h e  C h ic a n o  w o r k e r s  T h e i r  l i n e  was 
t h a t  a l l  t h e  C h ic a n o  w o r k e r s  h a d  t o  
do was t o  w o r k  h a r d e r  and  t h e y ,  t o o ,  
w o u ld  g e t  a p ie c e  o f  t h e  p i e  B ecause  
t h e y  w e re  Raza and w e re  p u t t i n g  f o r ­

w a rd  t h e s e  v i e w s ,  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  
C h ic a n o  w o r k e r s  w e n t  a lo n g  w i t h  t h i s  
l i n e ,  and d i d  n o t  s e e  t h e  t r u e  c h a r a c ­
t e r  o f  t h e s e  few  and t h e i r  f u n c t i o n  

C h ic a n o  Q u e s t io n
As a C h ic a n o  w o r k i n g  in  a s h o p  w i t h  

a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  C h ic a n o  w o r k e r s ,  
t h e r e  was t h e  need  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

o p p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  C h ic a n o  p e o p le  in  a 

s c i e n t i f i c  and  p r e c i s e  w a y .  I s  t h e  o p ­
p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  C h ic a n o  p e o p le  c a u s e d  

by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o s t  o f  th e m  a r e  w o r k ­

e r s ’  T h i s  c a n n o t  be t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h i s  
s p e c i a l  o p p r e s s i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  v a s t  
m a j o r i t y  o f  A n g lo s  a r e  a l s o  w o r k i n g  
c l a s s  and do n o t  s u f f e r  t h e  s p e c i a l  a -  
b u s e  t h a t  C h ic a n o s  do S t u d y in g  C h i ­

ca n o  h i s t o r y  and  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  S t a l i n  
and L e n in  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n ,  i t  
became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  

C h ic a n o s  i s  b a s e d  on n a t i o n a l i t y  The com­
m u n i s t  m ovem ent m u s t  d e v e lo p  a c o r r e c t  

l i n e  on t h e  C h ic a n o  N a t i o n a l  Q u e s t i o n ,  
o t h e r w i s e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  c l a s s  
f o s t e r e d  by  n a t i o n a l  o p p r e s s i o n  w i l l  
deepen  i n t o  an e v e n  g r e a t e r  d i v i s i o n  
w i t h i n  t h e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  p r o l e t a r i a t

T h ro u g h  s t u d y i n g  M a r x i s m - L e n in i s m -

Mao T s e t u n g  T h o u g h t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
n a t i o n a l  s e n t i m e n t  and  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  
b e tw e e n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a t r i o t i s m  a nd  
r e a c t i o n a r y  n a t i o n a l i s m  became c l e a r .  

N a r ro w  n a t i o n a l i s m  can  o n l y  be e f f e c t ­
i v e l y  c o m b a te d  in  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n  

i f  n a t i o n a l  c h a u v in i s m  i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  
co m b a te d  i n  t h e  d o m in a n t  n a t i o n ' s  w o r k ­
in g  c l a s s  The o p p r e s s o r  n a t i o n  p r o l e ­

t a r i a t  m u s t  t a k e  up t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  de ­
mands o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s  and 
m i n o r i t y  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  s o ­

c i a l i s t s  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n  m u s t  

d e fe n d  and  im p le m e n t  t h e  f u l l  a nd  un­
c o n d i t i o n a l  u n i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n a l  u n i t y ,  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  o f  t h e  
o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n  and  t h e  o p p r e s s o r  n a ­

t i o n .  O th e rw is e  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  
o f  th e  V S . p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  n o t  p o s s ib le .

One o f  t h e  m a jo r  w e a k n e s s e s  in  t h i s  
w o r k  was an i n c o r r e c t  ( a l m o s t  n o n - e x i s -  

t a n t )  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s ­
t i o n  as a q u e s t i o n  f o r  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v ­
o l u t i o n  T h i s  was r e f l e c t e d  b o th  in  r e ­
g a r d s  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  n a t i o n a l  
l i b e r a t i o n  m ovem ents  and  p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  a nd  m ore s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  in  

t h i s  c a s e ,  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r ­
n a l  u n i t y  o f  a m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  p r o l e t a r ­

i a t  The " o p t i m i s t i c "  e r r o r  o f  c o n f u s i n g  
t h e  m a t e r i a l  b a s i s  f o r  u n i t y  o f  t h e  p r o ­

l e t a r i a t  w i t h  i t s  a c t u a l  u n i t y  c l e a r l y  
was made C o n sc io u s  u n i t y ,  w h ic h  i s  th e  

o n ly  k in d  o f  u s e f u l  u n i t y ,  does n o t  
a u t o m a t ic a l ly  e x i s t ,  i t  m ust be f o r g e d

S t u d y in g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  s y s te m ­
a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  m o n th s  t h a t  
w o r k  was done  h e r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  need  

f o r  a p ro g r a m  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  
T h i s  p ro g r a m  m u s t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

U S and m u s t  g i v e  d i r e c t i o n  t o  commu­
n i s t s  i n  b r e a k i n g  d ow n , n o t  o n l y  t h e  
s e n t i m e n t s  among w o r k e r s  w h ic h  d i v i d e  
th e m ,  b u t  a c t u a l l y  a t t a c k  t h e  m a t e r i a l

I n  sum m ary, we m ust c o n s id e r  th e  n a ­
t i o n a l  q u e s t io n  a n d  th e  la b o r  a r i s t o c ­
ra c y  i n  t h e i r  in t e r c o n n e c t io n .  B o th  

a r e  th e  r e s u l t  o f  im p e r ia l is m ,  a n d  i n ­
d e e d , th e  m e rg e r o f  th e  n a t io n a l  a n d  

c o l o n i a l  q u e s t io n  i n  th e  age o f  i m p e r ia l ­

is m  means p r e c is e l y  t h a t  th e  s u p e r -p r o ­
f i t s  a r e  d e r iv e d  fro m  o p p re s s e d  n a t io n s ,  
w h e th e r  th e y  a re  i n t e r n a l  to  th e  o p p re s ­
s o r  n a t io n  o r  a r e  c o lo n ie s  o v e rs e a s .
These s u p e r - p r o f i t s  s u p p ly  th e  m a t e r ia l  
b a s is  f o r  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  la b o r  a r i s ­
to c r a c y ,  w h ic h  L e n in  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as  
" th e  w atch d o gs  o f  c a p i t a l is m " .

T h ro u g h  n a t i o n a l  o p p r e s s i o n  t h e  w o r k ­
i n g  c l a s s  i s  d i v i d e d ,  a n d  b y  t h e  p o i s o n ­
ous  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  l a b o r  a r i s t o c r a c y  
t h e s e  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  f u r t h e r  s h a r p e n e d  

B o th  m u s t  be  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  The l a b o r  

a r i s t o c r a c y ,  b e c a u s e  a c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g  o f  t h e i r  r o l e  c o n s t i t u t e s  " t h e  p i v o t  
o f  t h e  t a c t i c s  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  m ovem ent 

t h a t  a r e  d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n ­
d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  e r a " ,  as L e n in  
p o i n t e d  o u t  ( " I m p e r i a l i s m  a nd  t h e  S p l i t  

in  S o c i a l i s m " ,  L e n in ,  CW, V o l .  2 3 ,  p 
114) N a t i o n a l  o p p r e s s i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  
d i r e c t l y  w o r k s  t o  p o l i t i c a l l y  d i v i d e  t h e  
m u l t i n a t i o n a l  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  w h ic h  m u s t  be 
u n i f i e d  in  o r d e r  t o  smash i m p e r i a l i s m  

C o m m u n is ts  m u s t  b a s e  t h e i r  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
t h e s e  i m p e r i a l i s t  c r e a t u r e s  by p ro g r a m ­
m a t i c a l l y  u p h o l d i n g  t h e  g e n u in e  m a t e r i a l  
b a s i s  f o r  u n i t y  w h ic h  o b j e c t i v e l y  e x i s t s  
f o r  t h e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  as 
a w h o le .

M a in  e r r o r s
A S y s t e m a t i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  The 

f i r s t  t a s k  f a c e d  was t h e  nee d  t o  o v e r ­
come ig n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o b le m s  and c o n ­
d i t i o n s  in  t h e  s h o p  and in  t h e  u n io n  

F a i l i n g  t o  do t h i s  in  a s y s t e m a t i c  man­
n e r  le d  t o  an o v e r - r e  11a n c e  on p e r s o n a l  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  T h i s  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a f a i l u r e  t o  g r a s p  many o f  t h e  com­

i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h ic h  a r e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  
c l a s s  d i v i s i o n s  M ore  and  m ore  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  how t h e  s l o g a n  o f  s e l f -  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  f o r  o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n s  

s h o u ld  be p r e s e n t e d  came up How do we 

p r e s e n t  t h e  demand f o r  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a ­
t i o n  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  i t  n e i t h e r  
g i v e s  t h e  e c o n o m is t  i l l u s i o n  o f  b e i n g  

t h e  same as  " c i v i I r i g h t s "  n o r  t h e  im ­
p r e s s i o n  o f  j u s t  b e in g  an " o f f  t h e  
w a l l "  demand made by " o t h e r w i s e  s e n s i ­
b l e "  m i l l t a n t s ’

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  we nee d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  demands f o r  o p ­

p r e s s e d  n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s ,  s u c h  as 

s p e c i a l  s e n i o r i t y  s y s t e m s ,  p r e f e r e n t i a l  
h i r i n g ,  e t c  These  a r e  n o t  s i m p l y  e c o ­
n o m ic  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  po ­

l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  w h ic h  m u s t  be a n s w e r ­
ed  t o  b u i l d  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  m u l t i n a ­

t i o n a l  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  W i t h o u t  a c l e a r  
l i n e  on th e s e  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  

o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  w i l l  be 
h e l d  b a c k  b y  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  f o r g e  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  move­
m e n ts  and t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  c l a s s  s t r u g ­

g l e  i n t o  a s i n g l e  weapon f o r  t h e  d e s ­
t r u c t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m

In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  we m u s t  s c i e n t i f i c a l ­

l y  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  
n o t  t h e  C h ic a n o  p e o p le  c o n s t i t u t e  an 
o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t y  -  i n  w h ic h  

t h e  s t r u g g l e  i s  a q u e s t i o n  o f  b o u r g e o is  
d e m o c r a t i c  r i g h t s ,  o r  an o p p r e s s e d  na ­
t i o n  i n  t h e  S o u t h w e s t ,  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  

t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  up t o  and  i n c l u ­
d in g  s e c e s s io n  R e g a r d le s s  o f  w h i c h ,  
b o t h  d e m o c r a t i c  r i g h t s  a n d  s e l f  d e t e r ­
m in a t i o n  m u s t  be  g i v e n  c o n c r e t e  p r o g r a m  

and  c o n t e n t  in  t e r m s  o f  demands a nd  s l o ­
g a n s ,  as p a r t  o f  a I i n e  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  
q u e s t i o n

T h i s  w o r k  summary by  a c a d r e  o f  
t h e  MLOC h as  h e lp e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

f o c u s  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a n s w e r  t h e s e  
q u e s t i o n s

p l e x  p ro b le m s  in  t h e  w o r k p la c e  and in  

t h e  u n io n  u n t i l  v e r y  l a t e ,  f o r  e x a m p le ,  
ig n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  

h e l p e r s  and  a p p r e n t i c e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
s i x  m o n th s  in  t h e  sh op  A n o t h e r  e x a m p le  
i s  t h e  p r o b le m s  s te m m in g  f r o m  " r e d  c i r ­

c l i n g "  o f  w h ic h  t h e r e  was o n l y  t h e  va 

g u e s t  n o t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t  m o n ths  
o f  w o r k  in  t h e  s h o p  Y e t  a n o t h e r  exam­

p le  was t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  i n ­
d u s t r i a l  and  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k e r s  in  
t h i s  u n io n  and i n  t h e  l o c a l  T h i s  f a i l ­

u re  t o  c o n d u c t  s y s t e m a t i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

was due p a r t i a l l y  t o  a l a c k  o f  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  in  c o m m u n is t  m e th o d s  o f  w o rk  and t o  
t h e  l a c k  o f  c o n s c io u s  d i r e c t i o n  t o  o u r  
w o rk

T h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  do s y s t e m a t i c  i n v e s ­

t i g a t i o n ,  f l i e s  d i r e c t l y  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  
M a r x is m  M a rx  d e v e lo p e d  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
o f  o v e r  200  i t e m s  w h ic h  he used  in  i n t e r ­

v i e w i n g  w o r k e r s ,  a nd  a n a l y s i n g  w o r k  p l a ­

c e s  and  f a c t o r i e s  And L e n in  was known 
t o  h a v e  c o n d u c te d  such  r i g o r o u s  i n t e r ­
v ie w s  w i t h  w o r k e r s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  n a ­
t u r e  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  

f a c t o r i e s  t h a t  many w o r k e r s  s a i d  t h e y  
w o u ld  r a t h e r  w o r k  t e n  h o u r s  i n  a s t e e l  
m i l l  t h a n  go  t h r o u g h  t h r e e  h o u r s  o f  i n ­
t e r v i e w  w i t h  L e n in ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i t  made th e m  t h i n k  s o  much a b o u t  
t h e  o b v io u s  need  f o r  c h a n g e

I t  i s  t h e  t a s k  o f  a f a c t o r y  n u c le u s  
t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t o r y  w o r k  in  

o r d e r  t o  la y  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  commu­
n i s t  o r g a n i z i n g  and  p ro p a g a n d a  A n u ­

c l e u s  w o u ld  nee d  t o  be g i v e n  s y s t e m a t i c  

and d i r e c t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  d a i l y  
w o r k i n g s  F rom  t h i s  g u id a n c e  t h e  t a s k s  
o f  t h e  n u c l e i  i n c l u d e  I t o  a c q u a i n t  
t h e m s e lv e s  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  o f  w o r k  and  de ­
t e r m i n e  e x a c t l y  w h e re  e a c h  w o r k e r  in  
t h e i r  sh op  s t a n d s  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  2 p la n  
c a m p a ig n s  w h ic h  s h o u ld  be  c a r r i e d  o u t  in  
o r d e r  t o  w in  o v e r  t h e  a d v a n c e d ,  3 g e t



u n d e r  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  a l l  t h e  advanced  
e le m e n ts  In  th e  s h o p ,  and th e n  f a c t o r y ,
4 by i t s  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  make t h e  w o rk ­
e r s  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  f a c t o r y  n u c le u s  
r e a c t s  im m e d ia te ly  t o  e v e r y  e v e n t  in  th e  
f a c t o r y  and c o u n t r y ,  5 c a r r y  on p e r s i s ­
t a n t  d a i l y  w o rk  i n  o r d e r  t o  s o l i d i f y  
c o n n e c t io n s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  f a c t o r y  and 
w i t h  a l l  w o rk e rs  p o s s i b l e ,  b r i n g i n g  con ­
s t a n t l y  new s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  p l a n t  i n t o  
i t s  i n f l u e n c e ,  6 .  e s t a b l i s h  a f a c t o r y  
p a p e r  f o r  p ropaganda  and f o r  s p r e a d in g  
th e  s lo g a n s  o f  th e  com m un is t  movement 
among th e  w o rk e rs  and m o b i I i z i n g  t h e  
w o r k e r s  a ro u n d  th e s e  s lo g a n s .

F a c t o r y  n u c le i  e x e r t  a b r o a d e r  i n f l u ­
ence th ro u g h  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t r a d e  u n io n  
f r a c t i o n s ,  and th u s  t h e  w o rk  o f  commu­
n i s t s  s h o u ld  a l s o  i n c lu d e  d e v e lo p in g  a * 
f r a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  u n io n s  and lo c a ls  
w h ic h  s e rv e  th e  g iv e n  shop o r  f a c t o r y .  
Through  t h i s ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n  on 
t h e  shop f l o o r  can be l i n k e d  up w i t h  th e  
d a i l y  demands p la c e d  on b o th  t h e  u n io n s  
and th e  c a p i t a l i s t s  A g a in ,  th e  f a c t o r y  
p a p e r  i s  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  means whereby 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  and s lo g a n s  and i n f o r m a t i o n  
can be c i r c u l a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  f a c t o r y  
and between f a c t o r i e s .  W o rk in g  in  t h i s  
w ay ,  th e  n u c le u s  w o u ld  s e rv e  as t h e  con ­
s c io u s  le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  c la s s  s t r u g g l e  
and w o u ld  b e s t  im p lem en t th e  p o l i t i c a l  
l i n e ,  m ak ing  t h e  f u s i o n  o f  th e  w o r k in g  
c la s s  w i t h  communism an o n g o in g  p ro c e s s  
The n u c le u s  can o p e r a te  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
v a r i o u s  p e r io d s  and phases o f  t h e  re v o ­
l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  t o  t r u l y  make e v e ry  
f a c t o r y  a f o r t r e s s  in  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  th e  
s e iz u r e  o f  s t a t e  pow er

B L in k in g  Propaganda  w i t h  A g i t a t i o n 
The n e x t  p ro b le m  was t h a t  o f  l i n k i n g  

p ropaganda  w i t h  a g i t a t i o n  a ro un d  th e  
im m ed ia te  demands and needs o f  t h e  w o rk ­
e r s  in  t h i s  shop O b v io u s ly ,
w i t h o u t  a s y s t e m a t i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  th e  t a s k  o f  l i n k i n g  th e

h ig h e r  l e v e l ,  b ro a d e n in g  th e  n a r ro w  
econ om ic  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i n t o  a w id e  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  c a p a b le  o f  
re s p o n d in g  t o  e v e ry  abuse by c a p i t a l  
C o rre c t propaganda develops in  con­
fo rm ity  w ith  the d ia le c t ic a l  devd lop- 
ment o f  knowledge ,  th a t  i s  from  low er 
to  h ig h e r, from  narrow er to  b roader

Our m ethod , on th e  c o n t r a r y ,  was t o  
comment on t h i n g s  t h a t  w ere  h a p p e n in g  
a ro u n d  us w i t h o u t ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v in g  
any p o l i t i c a l  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
f o l lo w u p  M ak ing  one p o i n t  a b o u t  
h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  abuses and t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  th e  g re e d  o f  t h e  
e m p lo y e r s ,  a n o th e r  a b o u t  h ig h  unem­
p lo y m e n t  and y e t  a n o th e r  a b o u t  o v e r t im e  
b u t  w i t h o u t  c o n n e c t in g  th em , w i t h o u t  
g o in g  f ro m  lo w e r  t o  h ig h e r  T h is  r e ­
f l e c t e d  a b a s i c  te n d e n c y  o f  economism 
on how p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  de­
v e lo p s

More im p o r ta n t ly ,  th is  e r r o r  h e ld  
back w inn ing  o f  the p ro g re ss ive  e le ­
ments m  the shop as i t  d id  n o t 
c o r re c t ly  r e la te  propaganda to  a g ita ­
t io n ,  and n e ith e r  to  p o l i t i c a l  a c t io n .  
W i th o u t  m o b i l i z i n g  th e  w o rk e rs  on th e  
b a s i s  o f  a c l e a r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  
s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  was n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  co n ­
s i s t e n t l y  draw o u t  th e  p r o g r e s s i v e  
w o rk e rs
R o le  o f  th e  MLOC

The m a jo r  d i f f i c u l t y  in  a s s e s s in g  
th e  r o l e  o f  th e  MLOC comes f ro m  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a long  p e r io d  
when w ork  was c a r r i e d  o u t  in  t h i s  shop 
by t h i s  comrade as an " in d e p e n d e n t "  
com m un is t  Employment was n o t  p o l i ­
t i c a l l y  m o t i v a te d  as b o th  t h i s  comrade 

and th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d id  n o t  v ie w  
t h i s  w o rk p la c e  as b e in g  o f  any 
s t r a t e g i c  im p o r ta n c e  There  d e ve lo p e d  
o u t  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  th e  e r r o r  o f  
f a i l i n g  t o  s y s te m a t i z e  th e  f l o w  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f ro m  th e  shop f l o o r  t o  th e

two was bound t o  bow t o  s p o n t a n e i t y
A n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  same p r o ­

b lem  was t h a t  o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a g i t a ­
t i o n  in  a manner t h a t  w o u ld  n o t  b r i n g  
a b o u t  g e t t i n g  ca nn ed . As w i t h  m ost 
q u e s t io n s  o f  s e c u r i t y ,  t h e  lo n g - r u n  
s u r e s t  g u a ra n te e  i s  c lo s e  c o n n e c t io n  
w i t h  th e  w o r k e r s ,  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  th e  
masses In b u i l d i n g  a f a c t o r y  n u c le u s  
o r  even la y in g  th e  i n i t i a l  b a s is  f o r  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  com m un is t  a g i t a t i o n  and 
p ro p a g a n d a ,  com m un is ts  m ust be aware 
o f  th e  s e c u r i t y  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  o n l y  in 
o r d e r  t o  overcom e th e  o b s t a c le  i t  
r a i s e s  In a l l  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  
com m un is t  n u c le i  a re  i l l e g a l  The 
main way t o  overcom e t h i s  o b s t a c le  is  
th ro u g h  c lo s e  and p e r s i s t e n t  r e c r u i t ­
ment i n t o  th e  com m un is t  movement o f  
w o rk e rs  o f f  t h e  f a c t o r y  f l o o r

However, t h i s  may mean t h a t  th e  
b u lk  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  p e rs o n a l  c o n t a c t  
in  w in n in g  th e  w o r k e r  o v e r  ta k e s  
p la c e  o u t s i d e  th e  w o rk p la c e

We must remember though th a t  
the b e s t elements o f  the c la s s  w i l l  
come fo rw a rd  through the m o b iliz a t io n  
o f  the c la ss  f o r  d a i ly  work o f  the  
c la ss  s tru g g le

Because a c o re  o f  w o rk e rs  was n o t  
b u i l t ,  when l a y o f f s  came, t h e r e  was 
l i t t l e  b a s is  f o r  u n i f i e d  a c t i o n  by 
em p loyed  and unemployed w o rk e rs  and 
a l l  b u t  f r i e n d s h i p  c o n t a c t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  shop were s e v e re d

C I n c o n s i s t e n t  P ropaganda Y e t  
a n o th e r  m is ta k e  was th e  i n c o n s is t e n c y  
o f  th e  p ropaganda  c a r r i e d  o u t  T h is  
e r r o r  was t i e d  t o  th e  f i r s t  tw o  v e ry  
c l o s e l y  Propaganda m us t combine an 
o v e r v ie w  o f  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  and p r o ­
b lem s w i t h  some r e a l  o c c u r re n c e  in 
th e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs  From h e re  
we w ork  p a t i e n t l y  and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
t o  d e v e lo p  w o r k e r s '  know ledge  and 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  f ro m  a lo w e r  t o  a

o r g a n i z a t i o n  A lo n g  w i t h  t h i s  was 
th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  comrade t o  seek  o u t  
a d v ic e  and d i r e c t i o n  and th e  f a i l u r e  
o f  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w - u p  w i t h  
th e  c o m ra d e 's  w ork

By a t t e m p t i n g  t o  go a lo n g  w i t h  a 
" b u s in e s s  as u s u a l "  a t t i t u d e ,  r a t h e r  
th a n  d e v e lo p in g  c o n s c io u s  com m un is t  
l e a d e r s h ip ,  p ro b le m s  were  n o t  s o lv e d  
b u t  compounded The MLOC f a t  le d  t o  
ta k e  an a c t i v e  r o l e  in  e v a l u a t i n g  th e  
r e l a t i o n  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  w o rk e rs  
in  t h i s  sh o p ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  co m m u n is ts ,  
t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  
q u e s t i o n ,  how t o  d e v e lo p  p ropaganda  
and a g i t a t i o n ,  how o r  w h e th e r  t o  
b u i l d  f a c t o r y  n u c l e i ,  and m ost im­
p o r t a n t l y ,  d id  n o t  d e te rm in e  q u i c k l y  
enough th e  c o u rs e  o f  w o rk  t o  f o l l o w  in  

t h i s  shop
In summing up th e  w ork  o f  t h i s  c a d re  

i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  tw o  p r i n c i p l e  
e r r o r s  were  a t  th e  r o o t  o f  th e  p ro b le m  
F i r s t ,  was th e  la c k  o f  c o n s i s t e n t ,  
c l e a r  p o l i t i c a l  g u id a n c e  T h is  r e f l e c t ­
ed e x i s t i n g  r i g h t ,  e c o n o m is t  te n d e n c ie s  
in  m ethods and s t y l e s  o f  w o rk  Com­
p o u n d in g  t h i s  was th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  
c a d re  d i d n ' t  demand t h i s  g u id a n c e  f ro m  
th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  O v e r a l l  t h i s  i l l u s ­
t r a t e d  t h a t  th e  te n d e n c y  in  t h i s  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n  was t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  t o o  much 
upon th e  i n t e r n a l  t a s k s  o f  t h e  o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n  and th e  com m un is t  movement, 
n o t  a c t i v e l y  t a k i n g  up th e  t a s k  o f  
f u s i n g  t h e  w o rk e rs  and com m un is t  move­
ments T h is  i s  c l e a r l y  an i d e o l o g i c a l  
q u e s t io n  w h ich  demands c o r r e c t i o n  
The o r g a n i z a t i o n  must r e g u l a r l y  r e ­
v ie w  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  w o rk  o f  c a d r e ,  
f o l l o w  up on th e  needs o u t l i n e d  by 
d e v e lo p in g  d e f i n i t e  g o a ls  w h ich  a re  t o  
be a c c o m p l is h e d  in  a g iv e n  p e r io d  o f  
t im e ,  and m ust move t o  b re a k  w i t h  o ld  
s t y l e s  o f  w o rk  T a k in g  up th e  t a s k  o f  

b u i l d i n g  f a c t o r y  n u c le i  in  an a c t i v e
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and c o n s c io u s  way i s  a d e f i n i t e  r e -  
q u i r e m e n t

Second , th e  
p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  
u n io n  w ork  d id  
g e n u in e  c l a r i t y  
T h is  c l a r i t y  i s

r e l a t i v e l y  u nd eve lo pe d  
o f  th e  MLOC on t r a d e  
n o t  o f f e r  th e  c a d re  

on a number o f  q u e s t io n s  
t h e  b a s is  f o r  f i r m l y

d e v e lo p in g  p o l i c y  in  t h i s  and s i m i l a r  
shops W ith  p ro g r e s s  on t h e  T rade  
U n ion  Q u e s t io n ,  th e  C h ic a n o  N a t io n a l  
Q u e s t io n  and o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  
f ro m  th e  d ee p e n in g  o f  le sso n s  
le a rn e d  in  such shops and many o t h e r s ,  
a r e l a t i v e l y  c o r r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  
i s  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  by th e  MLOC, a 
l i n e  w h ich  w i l l  be a r e l i a b l e  g u id e  
t o  a c t i o n  f o r  c a d re  in  t h i s  d a i l y  
w ork
CONCLUSIONS

The e x p e r ie n c e  o f  w o rk  in  t h i s  shop , 
and o t h e r  w ork  s u m m a t io n s ,  com b ined  
w i t h  a c a r e f u l  s tu d y  o f  th e  h i s t o r i ­
c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h e  com m un is t  move­
m en t,  c l a r i f i e s  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s

I . The R o le  o f  t h e  L ab o r  A r i s t o ­
c r a c y  A c a r e f u l  and d e e p -g o in g  a n a ly s ­
i s  o f  th e s e  w a tchdogs  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  
m ust be ta k e n  up ,  i f  th e  w ork  o f  
com m un is ts  i s  t o  advance  W ithout the  
smashing o f  the in f lu e n c e  o f  the  
s o c ia l props o f  the  b o u rg e o is ie , the  
p r o le ta r ia t  w i l l  n o t be ab le  to  a c t 
as an independent c la ss  T h is  i s  
w ha t L e n in  m eant in  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  
s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  t h e  l a b o r  a r i s t o ­
c r a c y  i s  " t h e  p i v o t  o f  t a c t i c s "  f o r  
com m un is t  w o rk  in  th e  l a b o r  movement

2 The N a t io n a l  Q u e s t io n  C l e a r l y  
d e f in e d  p o s i t i o n s  o f  p o l i c y  d e r iv e d  
f ro m  a c o r r e c t  s ta n d  on th e  N a t io n a l  
Q u e s t io n  a re  e s s e n t ia l to  fo rg e  u n ity  
o f  the m u lt in a t io n a l p r o le ta r ia t  in  
re v o lu t io n a ry  p ra c t ic e  I t  i s  c l e a r l y  
th e  m ost p r e s s in g  q u e s t io n  f o r  th e  
u n i t y  o f  t h e  w o r k in g  c l a s s  The 
p o l i t i c a l  needs o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  de ­
mand an u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  s p e c ia l  
demands o f  th e  o p p re s s e d  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
t o  d e m o c r a t ic  r i g h t s  in  c o n c r e te  p r o ­
g ra m m a t ic  te r m s ,  e t c  A l s o ,  th e  r o l e  
o f  th e  la b o r  a r i s t o c r a c y  in  h e ig h t e n ­
in g  th e  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  c la s s  by p l a y ­
in g  on th e  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  w h ich  a r i s e  
o u t  o f  n a t i o n a l  o p p r e s s io n ,  must be 
com bated p r i m a r i l y  th ro u g h  th e  d e f e a t  
o f  o p p r e s s o r  n a t i o n  c h a u v in is m

3 F a c to r y  N u c le i  The need t o  e s ­
t a b l i s h  f u n c t i o n i n g  f a c t o r y  n u c le i  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  com m un is t  w o rk ,  i e a g i t a ­

t i o n  and p ro p a g a n d a , i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
w in n in g  th e  adva nce d , m o b i l i z i n g  th e  
w o r k e r s ,  e t c . ,  e t c  , i s  c l e a r l y  
d e m o n s t ra te d  by t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  De­
ve lo p in g  the shop nucleus in to  a 
fa c to ry -w id e  nucleus as the work a d ­
vances and the p a r ty  is  form ed a n d  
grows sh o u ld  be an immediate goa l o f  
communist work.

4 P o l i t i c a l  l i n e  i s  k e y ,  t h e o r y  is  
d e c i s i v e  The p o l i t i c a l  w ork  was h e ld  
b ack  by th e  la c k  o f  a f u l l y  d ev e lo p e d  
l i n e  on s e v e r a l  q u e s t io n s  O ld  s t y l e s  
and methods o f  w o rk  c o n t in u e d  because 
o f  a need to  deepen the th e o re t ic a l  
grasp o f  q u e s tio n s  in  o rd e r to  
c o r re c t ly  gu ide p o l i t i c a l  p ra c t ic e  
(See a r t i c l e  on A g i t a t i o n  and P ro p a ­
ganda in  t h i s  i s s u e )

\

5 . The need f o r  a v a n g u a rd  com­
m u n is t  p a r t y  Communist w o rk  in  th e  
w o r k p la c e ,  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  com m un is t 
w o r k ,  is  b e s t  c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  th e  
g u id a n c e  and d i s c i p l i n e  o f  a com m un is t  
p a r t y .  In o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e ,  b u i l d  
f a c t o r y  n u c le i  as th e  b a s i c  u n i t  o f  
t h e  p a r t y ,  w in  o v e r  t h e  advanced  t o  
communism, f o r g e  th e  u n i t y  o f  c la s s  
s t r u g g l e  and th e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  
movements, a com m un is t  p a r t y  m ust be 
r e c o n s t i t u t e d  in  th e  U n i te d  S ta te s  
Through  t h i s  p a r t y  th e  p ro g ram  and 
ta s k s  o f  th e  w o r k in g  c l a s s  r e v o l u t i o n  
w i l l  become r e a l i z e d  The s e iz u re  o f  
s ta te  power by the p r o le ta r ia t  can 
on ly  be guaranteed by the le a d e rsh ip  
o f  a communist p a r ty ,  armed w ith  
M arxism -Lenin ism  The exrpemence o f  
the w ork ing  c la ss  movement m  a l l  
c o u n tr ie s  proves the co rre c tn e ss  o f  
t h is  p r in c ip le  o f  M arxism -Lenin ism  .



O C T O B E R  LEA G U E(M -L)
W h a t  A re  O u r  D i f f e r e n c e s ,  W h a t  I s  T h e  B a s i s  O f  T h e s e  D i f f e r e n c e s  ?

1 / n t r o d u c t i o n
The task o f  the vanguard communist 

p a rty  is  to  transform  the spontaneous 
class s tru g g le  o f  the working class  
in to  the conscious s tru g g le  o f  the 
p r o le ta r ia t  to  emancipate i t s e l f  from  
c a p ita l To f u l f i l l  th is  task Marxist- 
Leninists must consolidate the break 
with opportunism ideologically, p o l i t i ­
cally and organizationally This means 
drawing firm and defin ite lines of 
demarcation between Marxism-Leninism- 
Mao Tsetung Thought and opportunism 
Before we can unite, and in order that 
we can unite, these lines must be drawn

One important means to draw these
lines are open frank polemics , pole­
mics which sum up practice and which 
clearly point out differences, the 
significance of these differences, 
whether they be differences of sub­
stance or partia l matters, and whether 
or not these differences interfere with 
common work in the forging of a van­
guard party These are the purposes of 
th is polemic.

Angola The MLOC carried out jo in t 
work with the OL in order to struggle 
out differences The MLOC determined 
that the correct stand toward the 
Fight Back Conference was not to 
ignore i t ,  but to participate, and 
participate actively, not simply to 
observe Contradictions are resolved 
through struggle, not sectarianism or 
passivity

THE FIGHT BACK ORGANIZATION
The po lit ica l line of the Fight 

Back Organization was to build " one 
mass organization of working people to 
oppose the Imperialist system and its  
murderous offense against the rights 
and liv ing  conditions of people" (CALL 
October, 1975, p.1)

In short, th is conference was to 
pull together a ll those who want to 
" figh t back ", Some concrete results 
of th is  line are the following

1)On a number of occasions, c r i t i ­
cism was raised of the general OL 
slogan of " Jobs Not War ", on the 
grounds that i t  is social pac ifis t 
and does not even distinguish between 
d ifferent kinds of war This was

UNITY-STRUGGLE-UNITY
The demarcation that must be drawn 

between the line of the OL and the 
MLOC is defin ite ly  not minor Rather, 
i t  is fundamental, in that i t  repre­
sents the demarcation between opportunism 
and Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought 
This comes as a result of several years 
of practice and struggle by cadre of the 
MLOC, practice as individuals working 
with the OL, as members of the former 
Black Workers Congress and more recent­
ly, as cadre of the MLOC struggling with 
comrades from the October League

Recognizing long standing, s ig n if i­
cant differences is the basis to carry 
on protracted struggle Such struggle 
requires the stand of unity, struggle, 
un i ty

At the outset i t  should be clear that 
our attitude toward the OL is one of 
unity, struggle, unity Therefore, 
i t  is important to point out the unity 
which actually does exist This would 
include our unity with the formulation 
of the three weapons and party buiId- 
ing as the central task, recognition 
of the leading role of China and Albania 
in the world communist movement, the 
understanding that capitalism has been 
restored in the Soviet Union and the 
need to unite the people of the world 
against the two superpowers, recognition 
and support of the righ t to se lf- 
determination of the Black Nation, up 
to and including secession, and other 
questions These are not minor, but 
have been an important basis for common 
work in the past, and hopefully, in the 
future However, the most genuine test 
of unity is not formality, but practice. 
Because the basis for unity and struggle 
exists, the MLOC sponsored the OL 
Fight Back Conference in December, and 
more recently has carried out jo in t 
action with the OL against the two 
superpowers and the ir intervention in
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opposed on the plenary floor and in 
the workshops on the grounds that th is 
c ritic ism  violates the " united front " 
character of the Fight Back Organiza­
tion One OL cadre even responded to 
th is  critic ism  by saying that ," We 
can't bother over slogans, they are 
not very important " Presumably the OL 
does not believe that workers can 
understand the difference between revo­
lutionary war in Indochina and Imperial­
is t  war between the two superpowers.

2 ) In a workshop on mass agitation,
( there was no workshop on propaganda) 
a fte r a discussion in which propaganda 
and agitation were continuallv confused, 
a comrade in the audience presented 
Lenin's position on th is question, and 
specifica lly on agitation

The OL responded, " I agree complete­
ly Agitation is written so that ab­
solutely everyone can read and under­
stand It  doesn't say the 'system' is 
the cause I t  doesn't use terms like 
bourgeoisie and pro le taria t, because 
then we are already losing someone 
This viewpoint is confirmed by Comrade 
Klonsky in the CLASS STRUGGLE #3, where 
he attacks the view that propaganda

C O N T E N T S

i I In tro d u c tio n  . .. p 10 \

i I I The In te rn a tio n a l S itu a tio n

a) O b jective  Factor p . l l  \

b) S ub jective  Facto r . . . p. 13 ;

: h i Party B u ild in g

a) Id e o lo g ic a l L ine . . .. P  1*

b) O rgan iza tiona l Line. p - i £  ;

c) P o l i t ic a l  Line p * 6 ;

1 Working Class
Movement . . P is  ;

2. N ationa l
Movement . .  . . P  19 i

: i v Conclusion....................... p . 2 i  ;

should be aimed at the advanced. The 
CALL, from its  inception ( Vol1,No 1, 
p 2) was directed toward the " broad 
masses", negating the task of winning 
the advanced to communism

3) In a discussion on the national 
question, the OL held that to advance 
self-determination fo r the Black 
Nation would lim it the mass character 
of the Fight Back Organization, and 
therefore i t  should be upheld only in 
the abstract. Right a fte r Harry Haywood 
spoke of the need to call for se lf- 
determination in order to unite the 
working class, the editor of the CALL 
stood up to oppose the ca11 for se If- 
determination for the Black Nation.

4) In a discussion on busing, a 
comrade in the workshop pointed out 
that the proposed resolution does not 
raise the question of self-determina­
tion , and that therefore the resolution 
was reformist The OL response was 
that th is " violates the united front 
character of the resolution". Raising 
the issue of busing without connecting 
i t  to the question of self-determina­
tion relegates th is genuine democratic 
righ t of equal education to a reformist 
demand

5) In numerous workshops, OL leader­
ship asked a ll those present to state 
the ir name and place of work' Even
the most prim itive precautions to 
safeguard workers were neglected, re­
flecting  a clear social democratic 
attitude toward the state

6) And f in a lly , in the closing 
plenary session, a comrade from the 
MLOC pointed out that some of the 
international speakers indicated that 
the Fight Back must be a struggle for 
more than jus t crumbs, and that the 
solution to our struggle is socialism 
Therefore, that a basic propaganda 
slogan of the Fight Back Conference 
should contain the demand for socialism 
In the course of opposing th is on the 
grounds that i t  violates the " united 
front character of the Fight Back 
Organization, one Spanish speaking 
worker rose to state that " Marxism
is like English to workers . the 
workers cannot understand a ll th is 
ta lk  about Marx, Engels, Lenin, Mao and 
Trotsky " This speaker received 
the loudest ovation of the entire ses­
sion Not a Single OL cadre rose 
to distinguish the great teachers from 
Trotsky, or to uphold the position 
that workers can grasp Marxism-Leninism- 
Mao Tsetung Thought

7) In general, the OL leadership 
did not represent themselves as OL 
cadre, did not advance soc ia lis t ideo­
logy and in no way sought to actively 
transform the spontaneous class con­
sciousness of the workers to sc ie n tific  
social ism
LESSONS FROM THE FIGHT BACK ORGANIZATION

These examples of the po litica l work 
of the October League serve to i l lu s ­
trate that the OL does not recognize 
the need for the conscious leadership 
of the spontaneous working class strug-
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g l e ,  and s a c r i f i c e s  th e  long  range  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  a 
s h o r t  te rm  g a i n ,  th e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  as 
B e r n s t e in  s t a t e d ,  t h e  movement i s  
e v e r y t h i n g ,  t h e  g o a l  i s  n o t h in g  The 
01 f a l l s  t o  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  h ig h e r  fo rm s  
th e  w o r k in g  c l a s s  movement t a k e s ,  and 
t h e r e f o r e  f a i I s  t o  lead  th e  w o r k in g  
c l a s s  a t  a l l ,  on th e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  
com m un is t le a d e r s h ip  w o u ld  " s a c r i f i c e  
t h e  u n i t e d  f r o n t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  F i g h t  
B a c k "  In th e  n a t i o n a l  m ovements, t h e  
0L ta k e s  o n l y  a fo rm a l  s ta n d  on t h e  
q u e s t io n  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  
g i v i n g  i t  any r e a l  c o n t e n t .  In  r e a l i t y ,  
t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  w o r k in g  c l a s s  demands 
t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
be u p h e ld  a t  e v e r y  t u r n

These and o t h e r  exam p les  s h o u ld  s e rv e  
t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  l i n e  o f  th e  0L 
m e r i t s  v e ry  c lo s e  s t u d y ,  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  
a q u e s t io n  o f  w ha t t h e  0L  sa ys  in  t h i s  
o r  t h a t  docum ent,  b u t  r a t h e r  w ha t th e y  
do When we s tu d y  th e  l i n e  o f  th e  0 L ,  
we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  e p is o d e s  r e p o r t e d  
f ro m  th e  F i g h t  Back C o n fe re n c e  a re  n o t  
in  any way i s o l a t e d  e x a m p le s ,  b u t  
a c c u r a te  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b a s i c  l i n e  
o f  th e  0L T h is  l i n e  i s  n o t  s im p ly  a 
d e v i a t i o n  f ro m  a b a s i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  
l i n e  on th e  w o r k in g  c l a s s  movement, b u t  
a d e f i n i t e  t r e n d ,  a t r e n d  w h ic h  has 
c r y s t a l i z e d  i n t o  an o p p o r t u n i s t  s ta n d  

T h is  p o le m ic  a g a in s t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i s t  
l i n e  o f  th e  0L i s  n o t  th e  f i r s t  e f f o r t  
t o  expose  th e  r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s t  s ta n d  
o f  th e  0L on many q u e s t i o n s  The W orkers  
V ie w p o in t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  is s u e d  a 
p o l e m i c ,  in  w h ic h  t h e r e  were  im p o r t a n t  

p o i n t s  w i t h  w h ich  t h e  MLOC has ag ree m e n t 
Some o f  th e s e  p o i n t s  a re  th e  WVO's 
c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  0L  l i n e  t h a t  th e  
t r a d e  u n io n s  can be "  pushed t o  th e  l e f t ' ,  
c r i t i c i s m  o f  O L 's  l i n e  o f  u n i t y  w i t h  
th e  t r a d e  u n io n  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  t h e  c r i t i ­
c is m  t h a t  0L p ro m o te s  b o u rg e o is  
r e f o r m i s t  i l l u s i o n s ,  and o t h e r  q u e s t io n s  
The re  a re  a l s o  im p o r t a n t  p o i n t s  where 
th e  MLOC d i f f e r s  w i t h  t h e  l in e -  o f  th e  
W orkers  V ie w p o in t  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and i t s  
c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  0 L ,  b u t  th o s e  w i l l  n o t  
be ta k e n  up h e re  The MLOC sees  t h i s  
p o le m ic  as b u i l d i n g  on th e  c o r r e c t _______

a s p e c ts  o f  t h e  WVO p o le m n ic ,  r e c o g n i ­
z i n g ,  in  o u r  v ie w ,  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e r
p o le m ic  needed t o  be c a r r i e d  f u r t h e r  
t o  reach  th e  e ssence  o f  t h e  O L 's  s ta n d

VULGAR MATERIALISM-THE ESSENCE OF OL 'S 
LINE

In s t u d y i n g  t h i s  p o le m ic  , comrades 
and f r i e n d s  s h o u ld  seek t o  f i n d  th e  
essen ce  o f  th e  0L p o s i t i o n  on th e s e  
q u e s t io n s  B a s i c a l l y  t h e  o u t l o o k  o f  th e  

0L i s  v u lg a r  m a t e r i a l i s m  V u lg a r  m a te r ­
i a l i s m  is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a t o t a l  i g ­
n o ra n c e  o f  d i a l e c t i c s  and an i d e a l i s ­
t i c  app roach  t o  s o c i e t y  V u lg a r  m a te r ­
i a l i s m  reduces  a l l  t h e  p ro c e s s e s  o f  
n a t u r e  t o  outmoded m e c h a n ic s ,  d e n y in g  
th e  s e l f -m o v e m e n t  o f  t h i n g s ,  d e n y in g  
d i s c o n t i n u i t y  o r  q u a l i t a t i v e  leaps  
In n a t u r e ,  such leaps  a re  a lw a ys  
s p o n ta n e o u s ,  w h i l e  in  s o c i e t y ,  th e y  
r e s u l t  f ro m  th e  c o n s c io u s  a c t i v i t y  o f  
th e  masses As S t a l i n  s t a t e s  in  DIALEC­
TICAL AND H I STORI CAL MATERI ALI SM » I f  
t h e  p a s s in g  o f  s lo w  q u a n t i t a t i v e  changes 
i n t o  r a p id  and a b r u p t  q u a l i t a t i v e  
changes is  a law o f  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  th e n  
i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n s  made by 
o p p re s s e d  c la s s e s  a re  a q u i t e  n a t u r a l  
and i n e v i t a b l e  phenomena "

V u lg a r  m a t e r i a l i s m  r e s u l t s  in  
l i q u i d a t i n g  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r o l e  o f  
t h e  masses as t h e  makers o f  h i s t o r y .

and in  t h e i r  p l a c e ,  s u b s t i t u t e s  some 
th e o r y  o f  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s ,  t h a t  i s ,  
th e  t h e o r y  t h a t  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s  i s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  o f  
Im p e r ia l i s m  t r a n s f o r m i n g  i t s e l f  g ra d ­

u a l l y  i n t o  a p r o g r e s s i v e  f o r c e ,  o r  th e  
d y in g  o u t  o f  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  th ro u g h  
t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  
f o r c e s  th e m s e lv e s ,  n o t  th ro u g h  c la s s  
s t r u g g l e  I f  a l l  t h i s  seems t o  con ­
t r a d i c t  y o u r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  l i n e  
o f  0 L ,  we i n v i t e  y o u r  c a r e f u l  s tu d y  
o f  t h i s  p o le m ic  and th e  l i n e  o f  th e  
0 L ,  t o  lo o k  b e n e a th  th e  s u r f a c e  t o  th e  
r e a l  essen ce  o f  th e  l i n e  o f  th e  0L 
( ANTI-DUHRING , by E n g e ls ,  i s  r e ­
commended f o r  b a ck g ro u n d  on v u lg a r  
m a t e r ia l  ism )

The v u lg a r  m a t e r i a l i s m  o f  t h e  0L i s  
e x p re s s e d  in  t h e i r  b a s i c  t a i l i n g  o f  th e  
m asses, b e l i t t l i n g  o f  s o c i a l i s t  id e o ­
l o g y ,  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p e r c e iv e  new and 
advanced d e v e lo p m e n ts ,  and g e n e ra l  
d e n ia l  o f  th e  s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r  T h is  
i s  n o t  a q u e s t io n  o f  w h a t  th e  0L s a y s ,  
b u t  o f  w h a t  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  r e f l e c t s  
No m a t t e r  how many t im e s  one c a l l s  
o u t  t h a t  th e  masses a re  th e  makers o f  
h i s t o r y  , c o n s i s t e n t  e c o n o m is t  w o rk  
among th e  masses d e n ie s  t h i s  c a l l  in  
f a c t

In a t t e m p t i n g  t o  sum up th e  i d e o l o ­
g i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
l i n e  o f  t h e  0 L ,  w ha t y a r d s t i c k  do we 
use 7 We have  a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  
l i n e  o f  any o r g a n i z a t i o n  m ust be 
ju d g e d  f i r s t  and fo re m o s t  by t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  on t h e  c e n t r a l  t a s k ,  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  t a s k  s e t  b e f o r e  th e  
w o r k in g  c la s s  in  any p e r io d  o f  th e  
r e v o l u t i o n  "  M a rx ism  h o ld s  t h a t  one 
who p rom o tes  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  
o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  a c c o r d in g  t o  i t s  
i n h e r e n t  laws is  l e f t  and r e v o l u t i o n ­
a r y ,  s t a t e s  PEKING REVIEW ( O c t 1 8 ,1 9 7 4 ,  
p 10). T h e r e fo r e  we m us t f i r s t  t u r n  
o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  O L 's  v ie w s  on 
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h a t  i s ,  th e  
c r i s i s  o f  I m p e r ia l i s m ,  as i t  i s  f ro m  
an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  s i t u a t i o n  
t h a t  th e  c e n t r a l  t a s k  o f  o u r  movement 
i s  d e f i n e d .

nmrnrfMmf...................... .........
2 The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S i t ua t i on

The w o r k in g  c l a s s  movement has tw o  
s i d e s ,  th e  o b j e c t i v e  and s u b j e c t i v e  
f a c t o r s  in  th e  r e v o l u t i o n  The d e v e lo p ­
m ent o f  ^ fhe c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f  p ro d u c ­
t i o n ,  and o f  i t s  g r a v e d ig g e r s ,  t h e  
modern p r o l e t a r i a t ,  i s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
o b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  The s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  
m ust ta k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
p ro c e s s e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  and p ro ce e d  
f ro m  t h i s ,  f ro m  th e  a c t u a l  laws o f  
m o t io n  o f  s o c i e t y

S t r a t e g y  and t a c t i c s  w h ic h  do n o t  
a c c u r a t e l y  b e g in  f ro m  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i ­
t i o n s  c a n n o t  lead  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  
v i c t o r y  T h a t  i s  why t h e ' c o n s c io u s  
s t r u g g l e  o f  th e  w o r k in g  c la s s  f o r  i t s  
e m a n c ip a t io n ,  led  by a v a ng ua rd  commu­
n i s t  p a r t y ,  m ust base i t s  p ro g ram  on 
th e  t r u e  m o t io n  o f  s o c i e t y  A l th o u g h  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r  d e v e lo p s  ind ep en d ­
e n t l y  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
and i t s  p a r t y ,  i t  i s  th e  t a s k  o f  commu­
n i s t s ,  le a d in g  th e  s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r ,  t o  
a c c e l e r a t e  o r  r e t a r d  t h i s  d e ve lo p m e n t 

"  The s u b j e c t i v e  s id e  c o m p r is e s  th e  
p ro c e s s e s  w h ich  t a k e  p la c e  w i t h i n  
th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  as th e  r e f l e c t i o n  
in  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  p r o l e ­
t a r i a t  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  p ro c e s s e s ,  
a c c e l e r a t i n g  o r  r e t a r d i n g  t h e  l a t t e r ,  
b u t  n o t  d e t e r m in in g  them  " (S T A L IN ,  
POLITICAL STRATEGY AND TACTICS OF THE 
RUSSIAN COMMUNISTS, CW, Vo I 5 ,p  63)

A t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  one o f  th e  keys 
t o  th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  t h i s  t a s k  l i e s  in  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  o b j e c t i v e  n a tu r e  o f  
t h e  c r i s i s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m

A. O b j  e c t i v e  F a c t o r

The October League does n o t under­
s ta n d  the d ia le c t ic s  o f  development o f  
the c la s s  s tru g g le  and th e re fo re  does 
n o t understand the na tu re  o f  the c r is is  
o f  Im p e ria lis m  I n s te a d ,  as we p o i n t  
o u t ,  th e y  v ie w  th e  m o t io n  o f  s o c i e t y  
i d e a l i s t i c a l l y  f ro m  a v u l g a r  m a t e r i a l i s t  
s t a n d p o i n t ,  w i t h  o u td a t e d  m e c h a n is t i c  
' c o n c e p t s '  To u n d e rs ta n d  th e  s o u rc e  
o f  th e  o p p o r t u n i s t  l i n e  o f  th e  0 L ,  we 

m ust b e g in  w i t h  a c o r r e c t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o f  th e  o b j e c t i v e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and an 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  i n c o r r e c t  v iew  
w h ich  t h e  0L h o ld s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  c r i s i s  

S in c e  1973 th e  e n t i r e  c a p i t a l i s t  
w o r ld  has been ra c k e d  w i t h  c r i s e s  e f ­
f e c t i n g  e v e r ^ * a s p e c t  o f  t h e  g lo b a l  cap ­
i t a l i s t  s y s te m  and f ro m  w h ich  i m p e r i a l ­
ism has fo u n d  no r e l i e f  Comrade E nve r  
H oxha , o f  t h e  P a r t y  o f  L ab o r  o f  A lb a n ia  
in  summing up t h e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c r i s i s ,  has s t a t e d  t h a t ,  

"Today t h e  g r e a t e s t  c r i s i s  e v e r  
s in c e  th e  second  W o r ld  War has 
b ro k e n  o u t  in  th e  w o r ld  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  
and p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  U S I m p e r ia l i s m  .

T h is  i s  a g e n e ra l  e c o n o m ic ,  p o I i —

o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  and t h e r e f o r e  
p la c e s  b e f o r e  com m un is ts  t h e  t a s k  o f  
c o r r e c t l y  a n a ly z in g  th e  p r e s e n t  c r i s i s  
in  a l l  i t s  spheres

In i t s  t h e o r e t i c a l  j o u r n a l  CLASS 
STRUGGLE ( "  C a p i t a l i s m  i s  a System o f  
C r i s i s  and War, C S #3) ,  t h e  0L p r e s e n ts  
i t s  c u r r e n t  l i n e  on t h e  c r i s i s  o f  

c a p i t a l i s m  and in  d o in g  s o ,  c l e a r l y  
sums up i t s  s t a n d ,  v i e w p o in t  and method 
c o n c e rn in g  th e  p r e s e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s i t u a t i o n  T h is  l i n e ,  in  w h ich  th e  0L 

p r e s e n ts  th e  e co n o m ic  c r i s i s  as a c l a s ­
s i c  c r i s i s  o f  o v e r - p r o d u c t i o n ,  runs 
d i r e c t ly  coun te r to  the M a rx is t-L e n m -  
i s t  p re s e n ta tio n  o f  the  gene ra l c r is is  
o f  c a p ita lis m  by Len in  and S ta l in ,  and 
as a consequence,  com p le te ly  b lu rs  the  
d is t in c t io n  between the gene ra l c r is is  
and the c r is is  o f  the trade  cyc le

S t a l i n  c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  gen­

e r a l  c r i s i s  o f  im p e r i a l i s m  i s  a c r i s i s  
d i v i d e d  i n t o  two stages

"  The g e n e ra l  c r i s i s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  
c a p i t a l i s t  s y s te m  began in  th e  p e r io d  

o f  th e  f i r s t  W o r ld  War, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
due t o  t h e  f a l l i n g  away o f  th e  S o v ie t  
U n ion  f ro m  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  sys tem  
T h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  s ta g e  o f  th e  g e n e r ­
a l  c r i s i s  A second  s ta g e  in  th e  gene­
r a l  c r i s i s  d e v e lo p e d  in  th e  p e r io d  o f  

th e  second W o r ld  War, e s p e c i a l l y  
a f t e r  th e  European and A s ia n  p e o p le ' s  
d e m o c ra c ie s  f e l l  away f ro m  th e  c a p i t -

DUMP WXOM STOP TW FASCIST TOO

tfT H E  G A L L ^ t i c a 1, i d e o l o g i c a l  and m i l i t a r y mccmmi n n p  wot
BEHIND THE ENERGY FREEZE * P <Ut TH E C A L L S
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FIGHT-DON'T FREEZE
c r i  s i s o f  a 1 1 th e  c a p i t a 1i s t K 'TH E  C A LL -s

FARAH STRiKE VICTORY'

MiD-EAST SETTLEMENT
T h o u s a n d s  L a d  O f t  in  E n e rg y  C r is is

s u p e r - s t r u c t u r e s ,  i t  i s  a c r i s i s  o f  
t h e i r  reg im e s  and a l l i a n c e s  And 
t h i s  g r e a t  c r i s i s  has j u s t  begun , th e  
c a t a s t r o p h e  w i l l  come l a t e r  "
(ALBANIA TODAY, Nov -D ec  ,1 9 7 4 )

The d eve lo p m e n t o f  t h i s  w o r ld  c r i s i s  i s  

o f  p ro fo u n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  th e  f o r c e s  
o f  r e v o l u t i o n  e v e ryw h e re  The su c c e s s  o f  
th e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a 
th o ro u g h  g o in g  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e

UWON RICOCWTION WON
A N T I-N IX O N  M O V E M E N T G R O W S

(C o n t  p 12) 1



a l is t  system The f i r s t  c r is is ,  in 
the period of the f i r s t  World War, 
and the second c r is is ,  in the period 
of the second World War, must not 
be regarded as separate, unconnected, 
and independent crises, but as the 
stages in the development of the 
general c r is is  of the world c a p ita l is t  
system Is the general c r is is  of cap­
italism only a p o l i t ic a l ,  or only * 
economic crisis? Neither the one or 
the other I t  is a general, ie a ll  
round cris is  of the world c a p ita l is t  
system embracing both the economic 
and the p o lit ic a l  spheres And i t  is 
clear that at the bottom of i t  lies  
the ever-lasting decay of the world 
c a p ita l is t  economic system, on the 
one hand, and the growing economic 
might of the countries which have 
fa llen  away from capital Ism-the USSR, 
China, and other people's democracies- 
on the other " ( S ta lin , ECONOMIC

PROBLEMS OF SOCIALISM IN THE USSR, 
Reply to Notkin, FLP,p 58)
The extent of the OL's understanding 

of the general c r is is  is based entire ly  
on Comrade S ta lin 's  address to the 15th 
Congress of the CPSU(B) in 1927, in 
which the general c r is is  of capitalism  
was correctly described as occuring with­
in the framework of the 's ta b i l iza t io n '  
of the world c a p ita l is t  system, in which 
" the world market, the limits of this  
market, and the spheres of influence of 
individual imperialist qroups remain 
more or less stationary " Comrade 
Stalin made this correct statement, 
which the OL quotes at length, during 
the f i r s t  stage of the general c r is is .
I n  1 9 5 1 , d u r in g  th e  sec o n d  s ta g e  o f  th e  
g e n e r a l  c r i s i s ,  Comrade S t a l i n  p o in t e d  

o u t  t h a t  fu n d a m e n ta l changes h ad  
o c c u re d  i n  th e  w o r ld  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  

e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  h is  ovn  e a r l i e r  
v ie w ,  q u o te d  a t  le n g th  b y  th e  C L, c o u ld  

no lo n g e r  be c o n s id e r e d  v a l i d .
" a )  Can i t  be a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  
t h e s i s  e x p o u n d e d  by  S t a l i n  b e f o r e  t h e  

s e c o n d  W o r ld  War r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r e l a ­
t i v e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  m a r k e t s  in  t h e  

p e r i o d  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c r i s i s  o f  c a p i t ­
a l i s m  i s  s t i l l  v a l i d 7 
b )  Can i t  be  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  t h e s i s  
e x p o u n d e d  by  L e n in  in  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  
1916— n a m e ly  t h a t ,  in  s p i t e  o f  t h e  
d e c a y  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  "  on  t h e  w h o le  

c a p i t a l i s m  i s  g r o w in g  f a r  m ore  
r a p i d l y  t h a n  b e f o r e — i s  s t i l l  v a l i d 7 

I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t  In v ie w  

o f  t h e  new c o n d i t i o n s  t o  w h ic h  t h e  
s e c o n d  W o r ld  War has  g i v e n  r i s e ,  b o th  

t h e s e  t h e s e s  m u s t  be  r e g a r d e d  as 
h a v in g  l o s t  t h e i r  v a l i d i t y  " ( S t a l i n ,  
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF SOCIALISM IN 

THE USSR, FLP, 1 9 7 2 ,  p 3 2 )

The e r r o r  o f  t h e  OL in  t h i s  r e g a r d  

i s  a f o r m  o f  r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s m  w h ic h  

Mao o p p o s e d  as  a "  d i e - h a r d " a t t i t u d e  
t o w a r d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r a c t i c e ,  h o l d i n a  

s e r i o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  
o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t

"We a r e  o p p o s e d  t o  d i e - h a r d s  in  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r a n k s  w hose  t h i n k i n g  
f a i l s  t o  a d v a n c e  w i t h  c h a n g in g  o b j e c ­
t i v e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and  h as  m a n i f e s t e d  

i t s e l f  as r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s m  

T hese  p e o p le  f a i I  t o  see  t h a t  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  o f  o p p o s i t e s  a l r e a d y  p u s h e d  
t h e  o b i e c t i v e  p r o c e s s  f o r w a r d  w h i l e  
t h e i r  k n o w le d g e  h a s  s to p p e d  a t  t h e  
o l d  s t a g e  T h i s  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

o f  t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  a l l  d i e - h a r d s  
T h e i r  t h i n k i n g  i s  d i v o r c e d  f r o m  s o c i a l  
p r a c t i c e ,  and t h e y  c a n n o t  m arch  a he ad  
t o  g u id e  t h e  c h a r i o t  o f  s o c i e t y ,  t h e y  
s i m p l y  t r a i l  b e h in d  g r u m b l i n g  t h a t  i t  

goe s  t o o  f a s t  and  t r y i n g  t o  d r a g  i t  

b a c k  o r  t u r n  i t  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c ­
t i o n  "  (Mao T s e t u n g ,  SW, V o l .  I ,  

p 3 0 6 -3 0 7  )
Com rade S t a l i n  makes i t  c l e a r  t h a t  

t h e  g e n e r a l  c r i s i s  e m e rg e d ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  F i r s t  W o r ld  
W a r ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  was t h e  Second  W o r ld  
W ar w h ic h  u s h e re d  in  t h e  s e c o n d  s t a g e  
o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c r i s i s  T h i s  p r e s e n t ,  

s e c o n d  s t a g e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c r i s i s ,  u n ­
l i k e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t a g e ,  i s  c h a r a c t e r ­

i z e d  n o t  by r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  m a r k e t s  
b u t  by a c t i v e l y  s h r i n k i n g  m a r k e t s  

'T h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i n g l e ,  

a l l - e n o r a c i n a  w o r l d  m a r k e t  m u s t  b e  

r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e c o ­
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an d  o f  i t s  eco n o m ic  c o n s eq u e n c es . I t  
has  h a d  th e  e f f e c t  o f  f u r t h e r  deepen ­
in g  th e  g e n e r a l  c r i s i s  o f  th e  w o r ld  

c a p i t a l i s t  s y s te m  . .  th e  s p h e re  o f  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  th e  w o r l d ’s re s o u rc e s  
by th e  m a jo r  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r ie s  
(U  S . A . ,  B r i t a i n ,  F ra n c e )  w i l l  n o t  

exp an d  b u t  c o n t r a c t .  T h a t  t h e i r  op­
p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s a le  m  th e  w o r ld  
m a rk e t  w i l l  d e t e r i o r a t e ,  a n d  t h a t  
t h e i r  in d u s t r ie s  w i l l  b e  o p e r a t in g  
more a n d  m ore b e lo w  c a p a c i t y . T h a t ,  
i n  f a c t ,  i s  w h a t i s  m eant b y  th e  

d e e p e n in g  o f  th e  c r i s i s  o f  th e  w o r ld  
c a p i t a l i s t  s y s te m  m  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  
th e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  th e  w o r ld  m ar­
k e t .  » (ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL­

IS M  IN  THE U .S .S  R . ,  F L P , 1 9 7 2 , p p .  
S O - Z l . )
From its fundamental lack of c la r i ty  

on these points, the OL goes on to pre­
sent the current economic c r is is  as a 
simple cris is  of over-production, to 
generally confuse the character of the 
general c r is is  with that of the cyclical 
cris is  of the trade cycle, and to fa i l  
to d iffe ren tia te  at a l l  between economic 
cris is  during the general c r is is  and eco­
nomic c r is is  during the era of free com­
p e tit ive  capita li  sm

"These crises are present wherever 
there is capitalism In the history  
of this country, c r is is  broke out a l l  
through the I800's Similar crises
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b r o k e  o u t  in  c o u n t r i e s  a l l  a r o u n d  
t h e  w o r l d  and  some o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  c a p ­
i t a l i s t  c r i s e s  s u c h  as t h a t  o f  t h e  
19 3 0 ' s h i t  t h e  w h o le  c a p i t a l i s t  w o r l d "  
( C la s s  S t r u g g l e ,  p 20 )
W hat t h e  OL d e s c r i b e s  h e r e  i s  a c l a s ­

s i c  c r i s i s  o f  o v e r - p r o d u c t i o n ,  o r  c r i s i s  
o f  t h e  t r a d e  c y c l e ,  w h ic h  i s  t h e  p e r i o d  

f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  o n e  c r i s i s  t o  t h e  

b e g in n i n g  o f  t h e  n e x t  C r i s i s  i r  t h e  
t r a d e  c y c l e  o c c u r s  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
b a s i c  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  b e ­

tw e e n  t h e  s o c i a l i z e d  n a t u r e  o f  p r o d u c ­
t i o n  and t h e  p r i v a t e  n a t u r e  o f  a p p r o p r i a ­
t i o n  The t r a d e  c y c l e  c o n s i s t s  o f  f o u r  
p h a s e s  C r i s i s ,  d e p r e s s i o n ,  r e c o v e r y ,  
and  boom , t h e n  b a c k  t o  c r i s i s  a g a in  

When d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  t r a d e  c y c l e ,  c r i s ­

es  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  c r i s e s  o v e r - p r o d u c t i o n  
W i th  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c r i ­
s i s ,  t h e  p e r i o d i c  c r i s e s  o f  t h e  t r a d e  
c y c l e  become s u p e r - im p o s e d  on t h e  l a r g e r  

c r i s i s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  The e f f e c t  o b ­
s e r v a b l e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  i s  de ­
s c r i b e d  by t h e  A l b a n ia n  c o m ra d e s

"T h e  t y p i c a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

c r i s i s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  i s  t h e  f u r t h e r  
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c y c l e  o f  e c o n ­
o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  B e f o r e  o ne  c y c l e  

o f  c a p i t a l i s t  r e p r o d u c t i o n  has  p r o p e r ­
l y  e nd ed  t h e  o t h e r  b e g in s  As a 
c o n s e q u e n c e  i t  has  p a s s e d  and  m u s t  

p a s s ,  f r o m  t h e  p h a s e  o f  e n l i v e n i n g  
t h e  econom y t o  t h a t  o f  c r i s i s ,  w i t h ­
o u t  p a s s in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  p h a s e  o f  
e c o n o m ic  b u i I d - u p  as h as  o c c u r r e d  
in  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  c r i s i s  o f  c a p i t a l ­

ism  T h i s  phenom enon i s  v e r y  o b v i ­
o u s  in  t h e  p r e s e n t  c r i s i s  in  t h e

U.S A. and other c a p ita l is t  countries'
( A l b a n i a  T o d a y , J a n u a r y - F e b r u a r y ,
1972, "The Monetary Crisis of Capi­
ta l ism", p 51.)
The f a i l u r e  to  c o r r e c t l y  a n a ly z e  th e  

n a tu r e  o f  c r is e s  i n  th e  p r e s e n t  p e r io d  
i s  shown by th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  OL ta k e s  
a  n a rro w  v ie w  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  eco n o m ic  

c r i s i s ,  does n o t  s ee  th e  c r i s i s  m  a l l  
i t s  m a n i f e s t a t io n s ,  a n d  f a i l s  t o  s e e  th e  
c r i s i s  as  a  p ro c e s s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t. OL 
states tha t, "throughout the I960's, 
the U.S. cap ita lis ts  successfully avoid­
ed the cr is is  breaking out. But they 
could not avoid i t  forever. ." ,  and then 
goes on to c ite  war expenditures and 
government spending as the means by 
which the bourgeoisie avoided c r is is  in 
the '60 's . This view deals only with 
the economic aspect of the cris is  and 
clearly  d iffe rs  from the line of the 
Party of Labor of Albania concerning the 
general economic, p o l i t ic a l ,  ideological, 
and m ilitary  character of the current 
cris is  embracing the e n t i r e  c a p ita l is t  
world, its  structures and superstructures 
regimes, and alliances.

When viewed correctly , i t  is obvious 
that th e  o v e r a l l  c r i s i s  o f  im p e r ia l is m  

was n o t  a v o id e d  d u r in g  th e  '6 0  ’s ,  b u t  
t h a t  th e  V ie tn a m  War i t s e l f ,  an d  th e  

means by w h ic h  th e  b o u r g e o is ie  a v o id e d  
e co n o m ic  c r i s i s  ( i . e  ,  w a r  e x p e n d itu r e s  

an d  d e f i c i t  s p e n d in g ) ,  w e re  a l l  g l a r in g  

m a n ife s t a t io n s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l ,  m i l i ­
t a r y ,  a n d  i d e o lo g ic a l  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  
d e e p e n in g  g e n e r a l  c r i s i s .

OL points out that the present "re­
covery" is no recovery at a l l  and that 
i t  is "a s light upward motion prior to 
a tumultuous downward spin " (Class 
Struggle. , pp 24-25.)

T h i s  i t s e l f  i s  comp I e t e I y  i n  l i n e  
w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  d e s c r i b e d  
b y  t h e  A lb a n ia n s  a b o v e ,  i n  w h ic h  t h e  
t r a d e  c y c l e  h as  become d i s t o r t e d  and 
a b b r e v i a t e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e re  t h e r e  i s  
no  l o n g e r  a  "b o o m "  p h a s e  The A lb a n ia n  

c o m r a d e s '  a n a l y s i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  b a s e d  
on a c o r r e c t  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  p r e ­
s e n t  s e c o n d  s t a g e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c r i s i s ,  

w h i l e  t h e  O L 's  v i e w ,  b a s e d  on C om rade 
S t a l i n ' s  no  l o n g e r  v a l i d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  1927 , o f f e r s  n o  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  
h a p p e n in g  The c r i s i s  w h ic h  OL d e s ­
c r ib e s ,  as b a s i c a l l y  a  c la s s i c  c r i s i s  

o f  o v e r - p r o d u c t io n ,  w o u ld  n o rm a lly  p r o ­

c e e d  th ro u g h  a l l  f o u r  p h ases  o f  th e  t r a d e  
c y c le ,  in c lu d in g  th e  "boom" phase

A l t h o u g h  t h e  im p a c t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  

c r i s i s ,  e v e n  in  i t s  f i r s t  s t a g e ,  d i d  

p ro d u c e  l e s s  e n e r g e t i c  boom p e r i o d s  f o r  
t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  p r i o r  t o  W W II,  i t  i s  
o n l y  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  a c u t e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  
s e c o n d  s t a g e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  c r i s i s ,  in  
w h ic h  i m p e r i a l i s m  i s  f a c e d  w i t h  a c t i v e l y  
s h r i n k i n g  m a r k e t s ,  t h a t  t h e  t r a d e  c y c l e  

a c t u a l l y  f a i l s  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  a l l  f o u r  
o f  i t s  p h a s e s  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  OL 

c o m b in e s  c o r r e c t  a n a l y s i s  w i t h  i n c o r r e c t  
a n a l y s i s  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  b a s i c  e c l e c t i c  
n a tu r e  o f  t h e i r  m ethod

Tne e r r o r s  o f  th e  OL c o n c e rn in g  th e  

w o r ld  c r i s i s  do n o t  s to p  h e r e ,  h o w e ve r, 
b u t  c o n t in u e  to  th e  p o in t  o f  m is r e p r e ­
s e n t in g  th e  n a tu r e  o f  c a p i t a l is m  i t s e l f  
On page  20 o f  C la s s  S t r u g g l e  # 3 ,  t h e  OL 
c o r r e c t l y  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  "  . i t  i s  t h e  

d a n g e rs  o f  d e e p e r  c r i s i s  a nd  t h e  w o r l d  
w a r  w h ic h  I l e  on  t h e  h o r i z o n  "  In  t h e  
v e r y  n e x t  p a r a g r a p h ,  i t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  e c o n o m ic  c r i s i s ^ h a s  g ro w n  o u t  

o f  t h e  c y c l i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  
w h ic h  h as  p r o d u c e d  p e r i o d i c  c r i s e s  o f  

v a r y i n g  i n t e n s i t y  s i n c e  t h e  b e g in n i n g  
o f  t h e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y  "  In  t h i s  d i s c u s ­

s i o n  o f  t h e  " c y c l i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  c a p i t a l -  
is m " , t h e  0 L  makes t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  e r r o r  
o f  c o n f u s i n g  t h e  c y c l i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

t h e  t r a d e  c y c l e  w i t h  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  
o f  c a p i t a l i s m  Such a s t a n d  o b j e c t i v e l y  
d e n ie s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  im ­

p e r i a l i s m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  W W II,  has  
been a d i a l e c t i c a l  p r o c e s s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  
c h a n g in g  i n t o  i t s  o p p o s i t e - f r o m  s t r o n g  
t o  w e a k -a n d  o f  t h e  r i s e  o f  s o c i a l i s t  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h a t  i m p e r i a l i s m  has  been 
p r o v e n  t o  be a " c o l o s s u s  w iT h  e e t  o f  

c l a y "  a nd  a p a p e r - t i g e r  f a c e d  w i t h  de ­
f e a t  a t  t h e  h ands  o f  t h e  m asses  who a r e  
t h e  m o t i v a t i n g  f o r c e  o f  h i s t o r y
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6.  S u b j e c t i v e  F a c t o r

In  i t s  c a l l  f o r  u n i t y ,  ( The C a l l , 
N o v e m b e r ,  19 7 5 ) ,  t h e  OL c o r r e c t l y  de ­
s c r i b e s  t h e  T h i r d  W o r ld  c o u n t r i e s  as  t h e  
m o t i v e  f o r c e  p u s h in g  w o r l d  h i s t o r y  a he ad  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  p e r i o d .  In i t s  C la s s  
S t r u g g l e  a n a l y s i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  OL d e n ie s  

t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e tw e e n  i m p e r i a l ­
is m  a nd  s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l  ism  on  t h e  one 
h a n d  and  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n s  on t h e  

o t h e r ,  i s  t h e  f o c u s  o f  w o r l d  c o n t r a d i c ­
t i o n s

The C h in e s e  c o m ra d e s  c l e a r l y  d e s ­
c r i b e  t h e  d e c i s i v e  f o r c e s  a t  w o rk  in  
b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  i m p e r i a l -  
ism  s i n e e  WWII

"T h e  e c o n o m ic  p o w e r  o f  U .S  Im p e r ­
i a l i s m ,  w h ic h  g re w  d u r i n g  W W II,  i s  
c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  u n s t a b l e  ana  
d a i l y  s h r i n k i n g  d o m e s t i c  and  f o r ­
e i g n  m a r k e t s .  T he  f u r t h e r  s h r i n k  

in g  o f  t h e s e  m a r k e t s  w i l l  c a u s e  
e c o n o m ic  c r i s i s  t o  b r e a k  o u t  "
(Mao T s e t u n g ,  P e k in g  R e v ie w ,

No 4 8 ,  I9 7 4 ,  p 8 )
In  P e k in g  R e v ie w (No  3 ,  19 7 2 ,  p 17 ,
No 4 8 ,  I 9 7 4 ,  p 8 ,  a nd  e l s e w h e r e )  
t h e  t h r e e  d e c i s i v e  f a c t o r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  " i m p e r i a l i s m ' s  r a p i d  d e c l i n e "  
s i n c e  WWII a r e  l a i d  o u t  i n  o r d e r  o f  

t h e i r  im p o r t a n c e
I )  The p e r s e v e r a n c e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  
p e o p le  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  in  

w h ic h  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  
W o r ld  a r e  p r i m a r y ,  2 )  u neven  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  w o r l d  in  

w h ic h  t h e  U S , in  s e e k i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  
a nd  e x p a n d  i t s  w o r l d  h eg e m o n y , h as  
been  w e a ken ed  and  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  c a p ­

i t a l i s t  econom y s h i f t e d  i n  t h e  f a v o r  
o f  J a p a n ,  W e s te rn  E u r o p e ,  a nd  o t h e r  
c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  3 )  t h e  r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  U S p r o l e ­
t a r i a t ,  w h i c h ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  h a s  n o t  

been  the  d e c i s i v e  f a c t o r  in  i m p e r i a l ­
i s m ' s  d e c l i n e  t o  d a t e ,  w i l l  be  r e s p o n ­

s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  d e f e a t  o f  .U S 

I m p e r i a l  ism
T he  " c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  c r i s i s "  w h ic h  

OL p r e s e n t s  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
I )  o v e r - p r o d u c t i o n  as  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  b a s i c  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  

b e tw e e n  t h e  s o c i a l i z e d  f o r c e s  o f  p r o ­
d u c t i o n  a nd  t h e  p r i v a t e  n a t u r e  o f  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  (p  2 0 ) ,  2 )  d e f i c i t  
s p e n d in g  l e a d i n g  t o  i n f l a t i o n  (p  2 I ) ,

3 )  i n f l a t i o n  l e a d i n g  t o  lo s s  o f  e x ­
p o r t  m a r k e t s  in  W e s te rn  E u ro p e  and  
Ja pa n  ( p  2 I ) ,  4 )  i n v e s t m e n t  c r i s i s  

as a r e s u l t  o f  " c r i s i s  m e n t a l i t y " ,  
a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  lo s s  o f  m a r k e t s  and 
u pw ard  r e - e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n c i e s  
o f  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  (p  2 2 )

The s tru g g le s  o f  th e  T h ir d  W orld  
p e o p le s  a re  p o r t ra y e d  by th e  OL p u re ­
ly  as a r e a c t io n  to  th e  t a c t i c  o f  the  
b o u rg e o is ie  m  s h i f t i n g  th e  burden  o f  
the  c r i s i s  to  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  ( C lass  
S tru g g le , No 3 ,  p 2 8 ).  OL e f f e c t ­

i v e l y  d e n ie s  t h e  p r i m a r y  r o l e  o f  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  W o r ld  in  t h e  

d e c l i n e  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  In  s p i t e  o f  

a s e e -s a w  a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s ,  

in  w h ic h  a v a g u e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r  r o l e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  W o r ld  i s  
g i v e n ,  t h e  o v e r - a l l  e f f e c t  o f  O L 's

l~TH E CALL ~-£
SUPERPOWER ‘DETENTE’ 
WON’T SAVE SYSTEM

tLTH E CALL~3
NIXON DUMPED BUT 
REAL FIGHT AHEAD

SUPERPOWERS 
BEHIND CYPRUS WAR

o r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  a b l a t a n t  r e f u t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  C o m m u n is t  P a r t y  

o f  C h in a
OL even goes so f a r  as to  sugges t 

th a t  the  U S S R ,  as th e  superpow er 
r i v a l  o f  the  U S ,  i s  more n e a r ly  
re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  d e c lin e  o f  U S 
Im p e r ia l is m  I m m e d ia t e ly  a f t e r  d i s ­
c u s s in g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  W o r ld ,  

t n e  OL s t a t e s  t h a t  " p e r h a p s  e v e n  
mere f r i g h t e n i n g  t o  U .S  I m p e r i a l i s m

was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l ­
i s t s  w e re  b e g i n n i n g  t o  g e t  a s t r o n g  
e c o n o m ic  f o o t h o l d  i n  W e s te rn  E u ro p e  "  
( C la s s  S t r u g g l e , No 3 ,  p 2 9 )

W ha t does  t h e  OL mean by  "m o re  
f r i g h t e n i n g " ?  A re  we t o  c o n c lu d e  f r o m  
t h i s  t h a t  OL v ie w s  t h e  S o v i e t  U n io n  

as a g r e a t e r  t h r e a t  t o  U S I m p e r i a l ­
is m  t h a n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  

s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  W o r ld 7 Such 

an i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  e x t r e m e l y  s e r i o u s ,  
n e e d le s s  t o  s a y ,  and  demands c I a r i f l ­
o a t  i on

In  d e n y in g  t h e  p r o p e r  r o l e  o f  t h e  
T h i r d  W o r ld  t h e  OL o b j e c t i v e l y  d e n ie s  

t h a t  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
in  t h e  w o r l d  s i n c e  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  
t h e  s o c i a l i s t  camp has  been  t h e  c o n ­

t r a d i c t i o n  b e tw e e n  i m p e r i a l i s m  and  

s o c i a l - 1 m p e r la  I ism  and t h e  o p p r e s s e d  
n a t i o n s

As a r e s u l t  o f  i t s  f a i l u r e  t o  
g r a s p  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  c r i s e s  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n t  p e r i o d ,  t h e  OL i s  le d  t o  
den y  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  W o r ld  

s t r u g g l e s ,  t h e  l e a d i n g  r o l e  o f  M a r x ­

i s t  L e n i n i s t  t h e o r y  a nd  t h e  M a r x i s t -  
L e n i n i s t  p a r t y  in  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  im ­

p e r i a l i s m  in  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  and  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  p r o v i d e d  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t r u g g l e s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  b y  t h e  

C h in e s e  and  t h e  A l b a n ia n s  OL th u s  

n e g a te s  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s u b j e c ­
t i v e  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  im p e r ­
i a l i s m  T h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a p o s s ­

i b l e  " f i n a l  c r i s i s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m "  

and  t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  
c r i s i s  as s i m p l y  a c a s e  o f  i n c r e a s i n g ­
l y  a c u t e  c r i s i s  o f  o v e r - p r o d u c t i o n  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  r i g h t  e r r o r ,  
w h i c h ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  i s  n o t h i n g  m ore 

t h a n  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s  
w h ic h  h o l d s  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t ,  s o c i a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  i s  t h e  

o u tc o m e  o f  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  
f o r c e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a lo n e

C h a i rm a n  Mao T s e t u n g  h a s  c l e a r l y  e x ­

p l a i n e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i a l e c t i c a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  

f o r c e s  and t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  
" T r u e ,  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s ,  p r a c ­

t i c e  and  t h e  e c o n o m ic  b a s e  g e n e r a l l y  
p l a y  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a nd  d e c i s i v e  r o l e ,  
w h o e v e r  d e n ie s  t h i s  i s  n o t  a m a t e r ­

i a l i s t  B u t  i t  m u s t  a l s o  b e  a d m i t t e d  
t h a t  in  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s ­
p e c t s  as  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  

t h e o r y  and  t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  in  
t u r n  m a n i f e s t  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  t h e  p r i n ­
c i p a l  and  d e c i s i v e  r o l e .  When i t  i s  
i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s  

t o  d e v e lo p  w i t h o u t  a c h a n g e  in  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e n  t h e  

c h a n g e  in  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c ­
t i o n  p l a y s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a n d  d e c i ­
s i v e  r o l e  When t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  

( p o l i t i c s ,  c u l t u r e ,  e t c  ) o b s t r u c t s  
t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  e c o n o m ic  b a s e ,  

p o l i t i c a l  a nd  c u l t u r a l  c h a n g e s  b e ­
come p r i n c i p a l  and d e c i s i v e  "

The OL p r e s e n t a t i o n

w o u ld  le a d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  im p e r ­
i a l  ism  w i l l  i t s e l f ,  by  i t s  own m o t i o n ,  

b r i n g  a b o u t  i t s  d e m is e  W h ich  i s  s im ­

p l y  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  
p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s  o f  K a u ts k y  and  L i u  

S h a o - C h i ,  w h ic h  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l ­
i s t  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s  w o u ld  t h e m s e lv e s  
a b o l i s h  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e

In t h e  RESTORATION OF CAPITALISM  

IN THE U S S R  b y  M a r t i n  N i c o l a u s ,  
w h ic h  i s  p u b l i s h e d  by  t h e  OL a nd  r e p ­

r e s e n t s  t h e i r  b a s i c  l i n e  on t h e  r e ­
s t o r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  N i c o l a u s  f a l l s  

v i c t i m  t o  t h i s  e r r o r  by  m a k in g  t h e  

s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  he i s  c o n f i n i n g  h i m s e l f  

t o  an a n a l y s i s  o f  r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  

e c o n o m ic  s p h e r e ,  and i s  n o t  g o in g  t o  
t a k e  up t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  s u b j e c ­
t i v e  f a c t o r  w h ic h  w e re  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h i s  p r o c e s s .  S in c e  h e  i s  t h e  m a in  

OL t h e o r e t i c i a n  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  i t  

w o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  OL h a s  c o n s c i o u s ­
l y  c h o s e n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  i m p o r t a n t ,  

and i n s t e a d ,  p r e s e n t s  a " p r o d u c t i v e  
f o r c e s "  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a ­

t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  in  t h e  U S S R

In  e s s e n c e  i t  i s  a v u l g a r  m a t e r i a l ­
i s t  a p p ro a c h  t o  u n d e r s t a n d in g  and 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a ­
t i o n  w h ic h  le a d s  t h e  OL t o  v ie w  t h e  mo­

t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  as p u r e l y  c y c l i c a l  
and  a n t i - d i a l e c t i c a l  i n  n a t u r e  and

p r o d u c in g  c h a n g e  on a q u a n t i t a t i v e  l e ­

v e l  o n l y  The O L 's  d e n ia l  t h a t  t h e  e -  
v e n t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p e r i o d  a r e  p a r t  o f  

a d i a l e c t i c a l  p r o c e s s  u n d e r g o in g  u n i n ­
t e r r u p t e d  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  f r o m  
lo w e r  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  le a d s  th e m  t o  base  

t h e i r  l i n e  on o u t - d a t e d  a n a l y s i s ,  t o  
t a k e  a n a r r o w  v ie w  o f  t h e  c r i s i s  in  
w h ic h  t h e y  p r i m a r i l ' y  f o c u s  on i t s  e c o ­
n o m ic  a s p e c t ,  a nd  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  econom ­

i c  c r i s i s  s i m p l y  as  one  o f  o v e r - p r o d u c ­
t i o n  In  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b r i d g e  t h e  gap 
b e tw e e n  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  and  r e a l i t y  t h e  
l i n e  o f  t h e  OL becom es c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  

e c l e c t i c i s m  and  c o n f u s i o n

The r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s t  e r r o r s  o f  t h e  
O L , r o o t e d  in  a o n e - s i d e d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s ,  a r e  a m a t t e r  

o f  s e r i o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n is t  
and w o r k e r ' s  m ovem ents  in  t h e  U S  I t  

i s  o ne  t h i n g  t o  e c l e c t i c a l l y  a c k n o w le d g e  

t h e  o b v io u s  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  c r i s i s ,  as 
t h e  OL d o e s ,  and  a n o t h e r  t o  g r a s p  t h e  
e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  e p o c h  W a r ,  im­

p le m e n te d  d o m e s t i c a l l y  t h r o u g h  f a s c i s m ,  
o f f e r s  t h e  o n l y  means by w h ic h  t h e  b o u r  
g e o i s i e  may f o r c e  a t e m p o r a r y  r e s o l u t i o n  

t o  i t s  c r i s i s  The d e v e lo p i n g  s i t u a t i o n  
i s  o ne  i n  w h ic h  e i t h e r  i m p e r i a l i s t  w a r
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w i l l  g i v e  way t o  r e v o l u t i o n  o r  r e v o l u ­

t i o n  w i l l  p r e v e n t  i m p e r i a l i s t  w a r  A t  
su c h  a t i m e  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  s u b ­

j e c t i v e  f a c t o r  ( t h e  v a n g u a r d  p a r t y  
a rm ed  w i t h  a d v a n c e d  t h e o r y  a nd  l e a d i n g  
t h e  m a s s e s )  i s  t h e  o n l y  q u a r a n t e e  f o r  
e i t h e r  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  w a r  o r  f o r  t h e  
t u r n i n g  o f  an i m p e r i a l i s t  w a r  i n t o  a 

c l a s s  w a r  To den y  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s u b ­

j e c t i v e  f a c t o r  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  o f  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  when p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  i s  
ke y  a nd  t h e o r y  i s  d e c i s i v e ,  i s  t o  deny  
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  a c l e a r  c o u r s e  c h a r t e d  

f o r  i t s  e m a n c ip a t i o n  and t o  d is a r m  t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a t  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  b o u r ­
g e o i s i e ' s  o f f e n s i v e  A c o r r e c t  M a r x i s t -  
L e n i n i s t  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  

c a p i t a l i s m  i s  no  " a c a d e m ic  d e b a t e "  as 
t h e  OL c l a im e d  a t  i t s  F i g h t - B a c k  Con­

f e r e n c e  I t  i s  o n l y  by  g r a s p i n g  t h e  

im p o r t a n c e  o f  su c h  t h e o r e t i c a l  t a s k s  
and  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  o b j e c ­

t i v e  f a c t o r  t h a t  a f i r m  b a s i s  f o r  B o l ­

s h e v i k  s t r a t e g y  and  t a c t i c s  can  be l a i d  
" M a r x is m  r e q u i r e s  o f  us a s t r i c t l y  
e x a c t  and  o b j e c t i v e l y  v e r i f i a b l e  a n ­
a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  c l a s s e s  
and o f  t h e  c o n c r e t e  f e a t u r e s  p e c u ­
l i a r  t o  e a c h  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  

We B o l s h e v i k s  h a v e  a lw a y s  t r i e d  t o  

m e e t  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  w h ic h  i s  a b s o ­

l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  g i v i n g  fo u n d a ­

t i o n  t o  p o l i c y  " ,  " L e t t e r s  oh' T a c -  
t 1c s " ,  MARX, ENGELS, LENIN ON H IS ­
TORICAL M ATERIALISM , L e n i n , M oscow , 
1 9 7 2 ,  p 514

The O L 's  e r r o n e o u s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  m u s t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  e f f e c t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  on 
p a r t y  b u i l d i n g  B ased  on s u c h  an i n ­

c o r r e c t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  f a c ­
t o r ,  t h e  O L 's  v ie w s  on p a r t y  b u i l d i n g  

c a n n o t  in  f a c t  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  r e a l  
o b j e c t i v e  n ee ds  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  e x ­

c e p t  by  c h a n c e  A b r i e f  summary o f  t h e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  OL l i n e  on p a r t y  
b u i l d i n g ,  up t o  t h e  N ovem ber  1975 

U n i t y  C a l l ,  w i l l  show i f  t h e  OL has  
been  s o  l u c k y

( C o n t  p 14)
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p a r t y  i s  a t a s k  s e t  b e fo r e  th e  p r o l e ­
t a r i a t  o f  e v e ry  c o u n t r y  by t h e  o b je c ­
t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  I t  i s  th e  f i r s t  c o n ­
s c io u s  s te p  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  on i t s  
long  road  to w a rd  e m a n c ip a t io n  T h ro ug h ­

o u t  th e  w o r l d ,  t h i s  p a r t y  i s  th e  f u s io n  
o f  th e  s p o n ta n e o u s  w o r k in g  c l a s s  move­
m ent w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  M a rx is m -L e n in is m -M a o  T s e tu n g  T h o u g h t  
a p p l i e d  t o  th e  c o n c r e te  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
any c o u n t r y  T h is  p a r t y  must be fo rg e d  
in  th e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  
o p p o r tu n is m ,  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  th e  b re a k  
i d e o l o g i c a l l y ,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and o rg a n ­

i z a t i o n a l  ly
A t  th e  same t i m e ,  t h e  p a r t y  o f  th e  

p r o l e t a r i a t  m ust be fo rm ed in  each 
c o u n t r y  in  a c c o rd  w i t h  th e  c o n c r e te  
c o n d i t i o n s  I t  m ust be fo rm ed  a c c o rd ­
in g  t o  d i a l e c t i c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l ­
i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  In th e  U S t o d a y ,  
t h a t  means t h a t  th e  p a r t y  m ust c o r r e c t ­
ly  sum up and r e c t i f y  th e  p a s t  e r r o r s  
o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  and g ra s p  th e  

n a t u r e  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  th e  
n a tu r e  o f  th e  c r i s i s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m

I n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  th e  OL i n ­
d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e y  do n o t  base them ­
s e lv e s  on th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  
o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  in  p a r t y  b u i l d i n g ,  
do n o t  le a rn  th e  le sso n s  o f  t h e  U S 
com m un is t movement, and c e r t a i n l y  do 
n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  b a s i c  m o t io n  o f  t h e  
c u r r e n t  second phase o f  th e  g e n e ra l  
c r i s i s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  P u rs u in g  a 
v u lg a r  m a t e r i a l i s t  a p p ro a c h ,  th e  OL 
I f a i l s  t o  t a k e  up t h e  s t r u g g l e  a -  
g a i n s t  o p p o r tu n is m  in  w h ich  th e  main 

d an g e r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  in  t h e  U S has 
been r i g h t  o p p o r tu n is m  in  th e  com m un is t 
movement, and 2 f a i I s  t o  t a k e  up 
p a r t y  b u i I d l n g  as t h e  a c t i v e  f u s i o n  o f  
th e  w o rk e rs  and com m un is t  movement

In s te a d  th e  OL h a s -p ro c e e d e d  t o  
b u i l d  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h ich  i s  p e t t y -  
b o u rg e o is  and l i b e r a l  i d e o l o g i c a l l y ,  
p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y  
The b a s i c  e r r o r  o f  v u l g a r  m a t e r i a l i s m  
on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  OL is  r e f l e c t e d  in  
t h e i r  v iew s  on th e  n a t u r e  o f  th e  w o rk ­
e r s  movements and th e  n a t i o n a l  move­
m e n ts ,  w h ich  a re  ta k e n  up in  l a t e r  
s e c t i o n s ,  and t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  v ie w s  
on p a r t y  b u i I d i n g

A I d e o l o g i c a l  L i n e
The h e a r t  o f  t h e  OL p o s i t i o n  on 

b u i l d i n g  th e  p a r t y  now, i s  t h e i r  v iew  
t h a t  t h e r e  has  been an " i d e o l o g i c a l  
le a p ”  ( The C a l l , November, I9 7 5 ,  p I 2 ,  
c 3 ,  P3) in  th e  s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  " u l ­
t r a - l e f t i s m " ,  w h ich  in  t u r n  has r a i s e d  
th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  l e v e l  o f  o u r  movement 
g u a I i t a t i v e l y  A t  th e  same t im e ,  th e  
OL s t a t e s  in  th e  J a n u a ry  is s u e  o f  
The C a l l , I9 7 6 ,  (p I 3 ,  c 4 ,  P7) t h a t  
th e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  th e  p a r t y  i s  " a l s o  d i c ­
t a t e d  in  la r g e  p a r t  by th e  c h a n g in g  
w o r l d  s i t u a t i o n  and g ro w in g  d a n g e r  o f  
w o r ld  w ar  "  (We have a l r e a d y  exposed  
th e  v ie w s  o f  th e  OL r e g a r d in g  th e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a  I s i t u a t i o n  ) F o r  th e s e  
re a s o n s ,  t h e  OL s t a t e s ,  th e  s u b j e c t i v e  
f a c t o r s  h a v e ,  th ro u g h  a leap  in  t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  th e  b re a k  
w i t h  o p p o r tu n is m ,  now come more f u l l y  
in  l i n e  w i t h  th e  o b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  
w h ich  c a l l  so  u r g e n t l y  f o r  a p a r t y  
( The C a l l , November, I9 7 5 ,  p I ,  c 3 ,
P3 )

To b e g in  w i t h ,  t h e r e  i s  o b v io u s  
c o n fu s io n  on th e  p a r t  o f  t h e  OL a b o u t  
t h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  le a p ,  and a b o u t  w ha t 
a c t u a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e s  " u l t r a - l e f t i s m "
In th e  November is s u e  o f  The C a11 
(p 12 ,  c 3 ,  P3) th e  OL s t a t e s  t h a t  
t h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  leap  has o c c u r r e d  
o v e r  th e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a rs  In The 
C a l l  o f  December (p  13 , c 3 ,  P6) th e y  
s t a t e  i t  has ta k e n  p la c e  o v e r  th e  l a s t  
f i v e  y e a rs

The p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  OL on t h e  main 
d a n g e r  in  t h e  com m un is t  movement was 
changed in  November I9 7 4 ,  f ro m  r i g h t  
o p p o r tu n is m  and r e v i s i o n i s m  t o  " u l t r a ­
l e f t i s m "

S in c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  th e  OL has fo rm u ­
la t e d  th e  mam d an g e r  as " u l t r a - l e f t ­

is m "  (March I 9 7 3 ) ,  c h a u v in is m  ( S e p t ­
ember I 9 7 4 ) ,  c e n t r i s m  (December I 9 7 5 ) ,  
r e v i s i o n i s m  (as  th e  main i d e o l o g i c a l  
enemy-December 1975 )  W i t h i n  t h i s  
" t r e n d "  o f  " u l t r a - l e f t i s m " ,  th e  OL 
has i n c lu d e d  th e  RU, and a lm o s t  e v e ry  
o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  w h ich  th e y  
have had d i f f e r e n c e s

To u n d e rs ta n d  how OL comes t o  b e ­
l i e v e  t h a t  in  t h e  U S m o v e m e n t , " u l ­
t r a -  l e f t i  srrf' has been th e  main d a n g e r ,  
w h i l e  w o r ld  w id e  i t  has been r i g h t  
o p p o r tu n is m ,  we need t o  re v ie w  th e  l o ­
g i c  o f  t h e  OL on th e  main d a n g e r  

F i r s t ,  t h e i r  v ie w s  on th e  CPUSA 
In d i s c u s s in g  th e  d e g e n e r a t io n  o f  

th e  CPUSA, t h e  OL a s s e r t s  t h a t  th e  
p a r t y  was g e n u in e ly  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  in  
I 946 u nd e r  th e  c o r r e c t  p r o l e t a r i a n  
l i n e  o f  W i l l i a m  Z F o s t e r -  th o u g h  th e y  
n e v e r  s t a t e  w ha t t h a t  c o r r e c t  l i n e  
was, y e t ,  th e y  s t a t e  t h a t  "B ro w d e r is m "  
was n e v e r  d r i v e n  o u t  o f  th e  p a r t y  
In f a c t ,  as Communist L in e  f t \  demon­
s t r a t e s ,  i t  was th e  c la s s  n a t u r e  o f  
th e  p a r t y  i t s e l f  in  19 4 4 ,  n o t  B ro w d e r ­
ism , t h a t  s p e l l e d  i t s  dem ise

S t a l i n  spoke d i r e c t l y  t o  th e  e r r o r  
o f  c o n f u s in g  o p p o r tu n is m  w i t h  a p a r ­
t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  S p e a k in g  t o  th e  
German Communist P a r t y  in  I9 2 5 ,
S t a l i n  s t a t e d ,

"T o  e x p e l  B r a n d le r  and T h a lh e im e r  
i s  an easy  m a t t e r ,  b u t  th e  ta s k  o f  
o v e rc o m in g  B r a n d le r i s m  is  a d i f f i ­
c u l t  and s e r i o u s  one In t h i s  
m a t t e r ,  r e p r e s s i v e  m easures a lo n e  
can o n ly  cause  h a rm , h e re  t h e  s o i I  
m ust be d e e p ly  p lo u g h e d ,  m inds 
m ust be g r e a t l y  e n l i g h t e n e d  "

( S ta I  i n ,  WORKS, Vol 7 , p 46 )
The f a i l u r e  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  c la s s  
n a t u r e  o f  th e  CPUSA, b u t  i n s t e a d  t o  
a t t r i b u t e  r e v i s i o n i s m  t o  " B ro w d e r is m " ,  
i s  p a r t  and p a r c e l  o f  O L 's  f a i l u r e  t o  

u n d e rs ta n d  r i g h t  o p p o r tu n is m  as th e  
main d an g e r  in  t h e  com m un is t  move­
ment

Comrade S t a l i n  c l e a r l y  p o in t e d  o u t  
th e  s e r io u s n e s s  o f  r i g h t  o p p o r tu n is m ,

"  A v i c t o r y  o f  th e  R ig h t  d e v i a t i o n  
in  th e  Communist P a r t i e s  in th e  
c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  w ou ld  mean 
th e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o l l a p s e  o f  th e  
Communist P a r t i e s  and an enormous 
a c c e s s io n  o f  s t r e n g t h  t o  S o c ia l  
Dem ocrac ism  And w ha t does an 
enormous a c c e s s io n  o f  s t r e n g t h  t o  
S o c ia l  Dem ocracism  mean7 I t  means 
t h e  s t r e n g t h e n in g  and c o n s o l i d a ­
t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  f o r  S o c ia l  
Democracy i s  th e  main p ro p  o f  
c a p i t a l i s m  in  th e  w o rk in g  c la s s  
Hence, a v i c t o r y  o f  th e  R ig h t  
d e v i a t i o n  in  th e  Communist P a r t i e s  
in  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  w ou ld  
add t o  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  n e c e s s a ry  
f o r  th e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  c a p i t a l ­
ism ' ( S t a l i n ,  PROBLEMS OF LENINISM 
"  The R ig h t  D anger in  th e  CPSU(b), 
p 230 )

I t  i s  b i z a r r e  t h e n ,  t h a t  th e  OL, a f t e r  
th e  c o m p le te  c a p i t u l a t i o n  o f  th e  CPUSA 
and th e  r i s e  o f  th e  f a s c i s t  M cC arthy  
p e r io d  in  th e  U S , can c o n c lu d e  t h a t  
"  u l t r a - l e f t i  sm was th e  mam dan ge r '  

H i s t o r i c a l l y  in  th e  CPUSA, th o s e  
who f o u g h t  a g a in s t  modern r e v i s i o n i s m  
have a lw a ys  been l a b e l l e d  " u l t r a - l e f t '  
and pu rged  f ro m  th e  P a r t y ,  as we p o i n t ­
ed o u t  in  COMMUNIST LINE # 1 and §2  
OL n e v e r  p r o v id e s  us w i t h  an exp I ana 
t i o n  o f  th e  m a t e r ia l  b a s is  f o r  " u l t r a -  
l e f t i s m 1 as th e  m ain d a n g e r ,  n o r  th e

p ro c e s s  by w h ich  modern r e v i s i o n i s m  
was th e  main d an g e r  p r i o r  t o  th e  
d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  CPUSA, th e n  t h a t  
" u I t r a - l e f t i s m '  was th e  main d an ge r  
a f t e r  t h a t  d i s s o l u t i o n  A re  we t o  
assume t h a t  t h e  OL a g re e d  w i t h  F o s t e r  
and o t h e r s  in  1944 t h a t  th o s e  who 
opposed th e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  th e  P a r ty  
were " u I t r a - l e f t " 7

Second, t h e i r  v ie w s  on t h e  o r i g i n  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  movement.
In c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  o u r  "young  com m un is t  
m ovem ent" , t h e  OL s t a t e s  (N ov , 1975, 
CALL, p 12) t h a t ,  "  f t  was p r i m a r i l y  
in  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  th e  f o r c e s  o f  
modern r e v i s i o n i s m  t h a t  th e  young 
com m un is t  movement was b o rn  "

T h is  i s  a d i s t o r t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  
The c u r r e n t  upsu rge  o f  M a r x is m - L e n in ­

ism s in c e  t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 's  i s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  tw o  g r e a t  sp on tan eo us  
movements o f  t h a t  t i m e ,  th e  B la c k  
L i b e r a t i o n  S t r u g g le  and th e  s t r u g g l e  
a g a in s t  US I m p e r ia l i s m  in  In d o c h in a  
I t  was because  o f  t h e  s h o r tc o m in g s  
o f  t h e  s p o n ta n e o u s  movements t h a t  
advanced  e le m e n ts  emerged who s o u g h t  
a s c i e n t i f i c  e x p la n a t io n  and s o l u t i o n  
t o  th e s e  s t r u g g l e s ,  who s o u g h t  s c i e n ­
t i f i c  s o c i a l i s m  In th e  c o u rs e  o f  t h i s  
d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and g r a s p in g  t h e  need f o r  
th e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  , 
th e s e  advanced  e le m e n ts  became aware 
o f  th e  need t o  b re a k  w i t h  modern 
r e v i s i o n i s m  The "young  com m un is t 
movement" as th e  OL c a l  Is  i t ,  a ro s e  
as a r e s u l t  o f  th e  s t r u g g l e  a g a in s t  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s

The O L 's  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n  
o f  th e  p r e s e n t  com m un is t  movement i s  
a n o th e r  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e i r  v u lg a r  
m a t e r i a l i s t  o u t l o o k ,  w h ich  a lw a ys  
has an i d e a l i s t i c  app ro ach  t o  s o c ia l  
r e a l i t y  From t h i s  s ta n d  th e y  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  modern r e v i s i o n i s m  has g iv e n  r i s e  
t o  th e  d eve lo pm en t o f  t h e  g ra s p  o f  
M a rx is m -L e n in is m -M a o  T s e tu n g  T hough t 
T h is  d e n ie s  th e  m a t e r ia l  b a s is  f o r  
th e  d eve lo p m e n t o f  M a r x is m - L e n in is m -  
Mao T se tu n g  T h o u g h t ,  w h ich  i s  th e  
a c t u a l  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  n o t  s im p ly  
th e  s t r u g g l e  o f  id e a s

T h i r d ,  t h e  O L 's  v ie w s  on th e  
c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  o u r  movement

OL s t a t e s  t h a t  " u I t r a - I e f t i s m "  
i s  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  r u s h in g  away f ro m  
r e v i s i o n i s m ,  o r  o f  th e  i n f l u x  o f  
' p e t t y  b o u rg e o is  i n t e l l e c t u a l s '  i n t o  
th e  movement As t h e  OL s t a t e s ,

s o c ia l  base o f  th e  com m un is t  movement 
a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e  The f a c t  t h a t  a 
g r e a t  d ea l o f  th e  p r e s e n t  com m un is t 
movement comes f ro m  th e  ra n k s  o f  th e  
m id d le  c l a s s  o r  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  i s  o n ly  
n a t u r a l  "  (PARTY BUILDING IN THE

U S , S p r in g ,  1973, p 8)
T h is  may o r  may n o t  g e n e ra te  

" u I t r a - l e f t i s m "  I t  j u s t  as w e l l  can 
e x p l a i n  th e  s o c ia l  b a s i s  f o r  r i g h t  
o p p o r tu n is m  I t  does n o t  p ro ve  t h a t  
" u l t r a - l e f t i s m "  i s  t h e  main d a n g e r ,  
b u t  s im p ly  r e f l e c t s  th e  s o c ia l  b a s is  
f o r  a l l  d e v i a t i o n s  w i t h i n  th e  move­
m en t,  b o th  r i g h t  and l e f t

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  OL does n o t  p r o v id e  
us w i t h  any th o ro u g h  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  
fo rm s  t h a t  t h i s  " u l t r a - l e f t i s m "  has 
t a k e n ,  e x c e p t  t o  r e l y  on such a cc u s a ­
t i o n s  as " s e c t a r i a n i s m "  and "dogma­
t i s m " ,  w i t h o u t  p o i n t i n g  t o  th e  s p e c i ­
f i c  fo rm s  th e s e  d e v i a t i o n s  t a k e ,  n o r  
e x p l a i n i n g  why th e s e  fo rm s  appeared  

The f o u r t h  is s u e  t h a t  m ust be 
ta k e n  up on t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f r o n t  
i s  t h e  O L 's  v ie w  on t h e o r y

The s t r u g g l e  t o  b re a k  i d e o l o g i ­
c a l l y  w i t h  modern r e v i s i o n i s m  is  a l s o  
a s t r u g g l e  on th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r o n t ,  
a s t r u g g l e  f o r  th e  c o r r e c t  summation 
o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  
p r o l e t a r i a t

The OL s t a t e s  t h a t ,  " t h e r e  has 
been a w id e s c a le  r e v i v a l  o f  i n t e r e s t  
in  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  t h e o r y .  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  s te p s  fo r w a r d  have  been ta k e n  in
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t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  c o m m u n is t  t h e o r y  
on t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  b u r n i n g  s i g n i f i ­

c a n c e ,  s u c h  as  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and  wom ens' 
q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l ­
ism  in  t h e  USSR a nd  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
r e v i s i o n i s m  ( Dec 1 9 7 5 ,  C A L L ,p  13)

To b e g in  w i t h ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  
a d v a n c e  o f  c o m in g  t o  g r a s p  t h e  " t r a n s ­

f o r m i n g ,  m o b i l i z i n g  and  o r g a n i z i n g  

r o l e  o f  t h e o r y "  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  P u e r t o  
R ic a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  W o rk e rs  O r g a n i z a ­
t i o n ,  t h e  B la c k  W o rk e rs  C o n g re s s  and

t h e  A u g u s t  T w e n t y n in t h  M ovem en t 
t o  b r e a k  w i t h  t h e  RU on p a r t y  b u i I d i n g  

and  t h e  B la c k  N a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n ,  n o t  
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  O c t o ­
b e r  League  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  

c r i t i c i s m  a b o u t  t h e  b e l i t t l i n g  o f  

t h e o r y  was a l s o  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  
OL—  and  i t  i s  i r o n i c  now t h a t  t h e y  
s h o u ld  t a k e  up t h i s  b a n n e r  ( b e l i t t l i n g  

t h e o r y )  in  t h e i r  own d e fe n s e
The OL c o n t i n u e s  t o  s p e a k  o f  th o s e  

who a r e  " c o n s t a n t l y  b a i t i n g  t h e  M a r x -  
i s t - L e n i n i s t  m ovem ent a b o u t  i t s  low 
t h e o r e t i c a l  l e v e l "  (C A LL , Dec ,1 9 7 5 ,  
p 1 3 ) ,  i n c o r r e c t l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e s e  

p e o p le  a s  " i n d e p e n d e n t s "  O u r  m ovement 
r e m a in s  a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  low t h e o r e t i ­
c a l  l e v e l ,  a l t h o u g h  a d v a n c e s  a r e  b e in g  
made, we m u s t  n o t  c o n f u s e  w h a t  we 
w o u ld  l i k e  t o  be  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  w h a t  

a c t u a l l y  e x i s t s  On many m a jo r  q u e s ­
t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  w om ens ' q u e s t i o n ,  
t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  t h e  u n i t e d  f r o n t ,  f a s ­

c i s m ,  and  o t h e r s ,  i t  w o u ld  be r i d i c u ­
lo u s  t o  d e s c r i b e  o u r  t h e o r e t i c a l  
l e v e l  as  a n y t h i n g  b u t  low A g r a n i t e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n  h as  n o t  been

IE  C A LL-E

l a i d ,  and  i t  c e r t a i n l y  has  n o t  been 
l a i d  by  t h e  OL A g a in  we se e  t h e  
t w i s t i n g  and  t u r n i n g  o f  t h e  OL p o s i ­

t i o n  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n  A f t e r  y e a r s  
o f  r e s i s t i n g  i n  p r a c t i c e  t h o s e  who 
h a v e  r a i s e d  t h e  nee d  f o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  

w o r k ,  t h e  OL now comes f o r w a r d  t o  
p o i n t  t o  how h ig h  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e o r e ­

t i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  a c t u a l l y  i s
On t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r o n t ,  t h e  

OL h as  f a i l e d  t o  make a d e c i s i v e  
b r e a k  w i t h  t h e  low  l e v e l  o f  t h e o r e t i ­
c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  w h ic h  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  
o u r  m ovem ent as a w h o le  In  f a c t ,  
t h e  OL h as  c o n s i s t e n t l y  b e l i t t l e d  t h e  

r o l e  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h e o r y  F u r t h e r ,  
t h e i r  e m p h a s is  on " u I t r a - l e f t i s m "  as 
t h e  m a in  d a n g e r  t o  t h e  c o m m u n is t  

m o v e m e n t ,  an e m p h a s is  b a s e d  on t h e i r  

d i s t o r t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e c o r d  
o f  h i s t o r y ,  r e f l e c t s  t h a t  t h e  OL has  
n o t  made a b r e a k  w i t h  b o u r g e o i s  i d e o ­
l o g y ,  as r e f l e c t e d  i n  m odern  r e v i s i o n ­

ism  In  o v e r  e m p h a s iz in g  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  
s e c t a r i a n i s m  and  d o g m a t is m ,  t h e  OL 
h a s  f a l l e n  p r e y  t o  many o f  t h e  i d e o ­

l o g i c a l  t r a p s  o f  m o d e rn  r e v i s i o n i s m  
r e g a r d i n g  p a r t y  b u i I d i n g ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
q u e s t i o n  a nd  t h e  t r a d e  u n io n  q u e s t i o n  

From t h e i r  v u l g a r  m a t e r i a l i s m  
t h e  OL e s s e n t i a l l y  p r a c t i c e s  e c o n o m is m , 
t a i l i n g  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  e v e n t s  a nd  a t  
t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  m a s s e s .  A h a l l m a r k  o f  

e c o n o m is m  i s  t h e  b e l i t t l i n g  o f  t h e  
r o l e  o f  t h e o r y .  L e n in  show ed  in  
WHAT IS TO BE DONE ’ t h a t  t h e  r o o t s  o f

o p p o r t u n i s t  id e a s  o f  o p p o r t u n i s t  

p o l i c i e s ^  I t e  i n  t h q  a t t  i t u d e  o f  r e  I y -  

in g  on t h e  s p o n ta n e o u s  m ovem ent and 
b e l i t t l i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e o r y  As 
L e n in  s t a t e d ,

"W ith o u t r e v o lu t io n a r y  -theory , 
th e re  can be no r e v o lu t io n a r y  
movement T h is  id e a  ca n n o t be 
i n s is t e d  upon to o  s t r o n g ly  a t  a 
tim e  when th e  fa s h io n a b le  p re a c h ­
in g  o f  o p p o rtu n ism  goes hand m  
hand w i th  an in f a t u a t io n  f o r  the  
n a rro w e s t fo rm s o f  p r a c t ic a l  
a c t i v i t y .  S econd ly  o n ly  i f  i t  
makes use o f  th e  e x p e rie n c e s  o f  
o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  (and) T h i r d ly ,  
t h a t  th e  r o le  o f  vanguard  f i g h t e r  
can be f u l f i l l e d  o n ly  by a p a r ty  
t h a t  i s  g u id e d  by th e  m ost advanc­
ed th e o ry  (L e n in , WHAT IS  TO BE 

DONE v,CW,  V o l 5, p 269-70 )
One o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  made 

b y  L e n in  w h ic h  i s  an a c c u r a t e  summa­
t i o n  o f  o u r  m ovem ent t o d a y  i s  "  t h a t  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t - d a y  move­

m en t l i e s  i n  t h e  a w a k e n in g  o f  t h e  

m asses  ( p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
p r o l e t a r i a t )  and  t h a t  i t s  w e a k n e s s  l i e s  
i n  t h e  l a c k  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a nd  i n i ­

t i a t i v e  among t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d ­
e r s  "  (J_b_i_d ,p  3 7 3 )

A l l  o f  us s h o u ld  p o n d e r  t h e s e  
w o rd s  in  c o n s i d e r i n g  how f a r  we 
h a v e  gone  in  m a k in g  an i d e o l o g i c a l  

b r e a k ,  and how f a r  we have y e t  to  
t r a v e l

Summing up t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  an 

" i d e o l o g i c a l  l e a p "  f r o m  " u I t r a - l e f t i s m "  
in  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  we 
a r e  f o r c e d  t o  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  in  r u s h in g  
away f r o m  " u I t r a - l e f t i s m " ,  t h e  O c t o b e r  

League  has  n o t  ta k e n  an i d e o l o g i c a l  

l e a p ,  b u t  a t h r e e  y e a r  l o n g  f a l l  i n t o  
t h e  swamp o f  r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s m  and 

s o c i a l  d e m o c ra c y  The h o l y  c a m p a ig n  
o f  t h e  OL a g a i n s t  " u I t r a - l e f t i s m "  

h a s  t u r n e d  o u t ,  in  f a c t ,  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  
an im p o t e n t  c a m p a ig n  a g a i n s t  e v e r y ­
t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n is t  
m ovem ent p o i n t e d  t o  in  t h e  US as 

r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s m  I m p o t e n t ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e  OL does  n o t  know t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

b e a s t  i t  i n t e n d s  t o  f i g h t  a nd  t h e r e f o r e  
c a n n o t  know w h e re  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  m o s t  

e f f e c t i v e  b lo w s

O r i g i n a l l y ,  in  t h e  1973 U n i t y  
S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  OL, a r e l a t i v e l y  
c o r r e c t  l i n e  was t a k e n  B u t  w i t h  t h e  

c h a n g e  t h a t  o c c u r e d  i n  N ovem ber  o f  
1 9 7 3 ,  we can  t r a c e  t h e  d e g e n e r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  O L 's  l i n e  f r o m  a r e l a t i v e l y  

u n fo rm e d  y e t  c o r r e c t  p o s i t i o n  t o  a 

d e v i a t i o n ,  t h e n  c o n s o l i d a t e d  r i g h t  

o p p o r t u n i s t  t r e n d  on t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  
f r o n t  The Ol  c a m p a ig n  a g a i n s t  
" u l t r a - l e f t i s m "  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  ( 1 )  

s o c i a l  d e m o c r a t i c  and  r e f o r m i s t  a t t i ­
t u d e s  t o w a r d  t h e  S t a t e ,  ( 2 )  a b e l i t ­

t l i n g  o f  B o l s h e v i k  m e th o d s  o f  w o rk  and 
( 3 )  a b e l i t t l i n g  o f  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  

t h e o r y

8. Organizat ional  Line
An i n c o r r e c t  i d e o l o g i c a l  l i n e  

w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  le a d  t o  an i n c o r r e c t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i n e  The i d e o l o g i c a l  
l i n e  o f  t h e  OL w h ic h  s u b o r d i n a t e s  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s m  t o  
an " i d e o l o g i c a l  l e a p "  s c o r e d  a g a i n s t  
" u l t r a - l e f t i s m " ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  
w h ic h  s a c r i f i c e s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  
t h r o u g h  f a i l i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  n e c ­

e s s i t y  t o  c o n s c i o u s l y  f u s e  t h e  w o r k e r s  
and  c o m m u n is t  m o v e m e n ts ,  f i n d s  i t s  
l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  in  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n

a l  l i n e  o f  u n p r i n c i p l e d  u n i t y ,  a l l  
u n i t y ,  no  s t r u g g l e

The o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i n e  f o r  
p a r t y  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  OL i s  t h e  f o l l o w -  

i ng

( 1 )  D i s c u s s i o n  a ro u n d  t h e  s e v e n  

u n i t y  p o i n t s , ( 2 )  E s t a b l i s h  a te m p o ­

r a r y  l e a d in g  b o d y  t o  d e v e lo p  d e m o c ra ­
t i c  c e n t r a l i s m  and  p r e p a r e  f o r  a p a r t y  
c o n g r e s s  w i t h i n  a y e a r ,  ( 3 )  E s t a b l i s h  
a L e n i n i s t  t y p e  n e w p a p e r  t o  p ro m o te  

i d e o l o g i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  on p o l i t i c a l  
l i n e  a nd  p r o g r a m ,  ( 4 )  D i r e c t  t h e  t h r u s t  

o f  mass w o rk  a g a i n s t  t h e  c r i s i s ,  ( 5 )  

B u i l d  a u n i t e d  f r o n t
In  S t a l i n ' s  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  1 7 th  

C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  C P S U (B ) ,  on  "  P r o b le m s

o f  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  L e a d e r s h i p " ,  he 
s t a t e s  t h a t  " a f t e r  t h e  c o r r e c t  p o l i t i  

c a l  l i n e  h a s  been  l a i d  d ow n , o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n a l  w o r k  d e c id e s  e v e r y t h i n g ,  i n c l u d ­
in g  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  
i t s e l f ,  i t s  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e . "

F i r s t ,  t h e  OL a d v a n c e d  t h e i r  
s e v e n  p ro g r a m  p o i n t s  in  N o v e m b e r ,  and 

b y  D ecem ber t h e y  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  
i s  now e no ug h  o f  a b a s i s  o f  u n i t y  f o r  
f o r m i n g  t h e  p a r t y  (C A L L ,p  1 3 ) ,  a t t a c k ­
i n g  t h o s e  who m ig h t  w a n t  t o  t a k e  " p o s ­
s i b l y  y e a r s "  t o  do  w h a t  t h e  OL a c c o m x 
p i  i s h e d  in  o ne  m on th  T h i s  e n t i r e  

p r o c e s s  o f  d r a w in g  l i n e s  o f  d e m a r c a t io n  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  OL, t o o k  o ne  m on th

S e c o n d ,  and  m ore  t o  t h e  p o i n t ,  i s  

t h e  a c t u a l  p r o c e s s  t h a t  t h e  OL o u t l i n e s  
f o r  f o r g i n g  t h e  p a r t y  By s t a t i n g  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l r e a d y  a b a s i s  f o r  u n i t y  
t h e  OL c o m p l e t e l y  n e g a te s  t h e  r o l e  and 

f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t y  p ro g r a m
In  A DRAFT PROGRAMME FOR OUR 

PARTY, L e n in  s t a t e s  t h a t ,
"  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  t h e  u r g e n t  

q u e s t i o n  o f  o u r  m ovem ent i s  n o  
l o n g e r  t h a t  o f  d e v e lo p i n g  f o r m e r  

s c a t t e r e d  a m a te u r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  
o f  u n i t i n g — o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h i s

i s  a s t e p  f o r  w h ic h  a p ro g r a m  i s  
a n e c e s s i t y  The p ro g r a m  m u s t  

f o r m u l a t e  o u r  b a s i c  v i e w s ,  p r e ­
c i s e l y  e s t a b l i s h  o u r  im m e d ia te  

p o l i t i c a l  t a s k s ,  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  
im m e d ia te  demands t h a t  m u s t  show 
t h e  a r e a  o f  a g i t a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y ,  
g i v e  u n i t y  t o  t h e  a g i t a t i o n a l  
w o r k ,  e x p a n d  and deepen  i t ,  t h u s  
r a i s i n g  i t  f r o m  f r a g m e n t a r y  p a r ­

t i a l  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  p e t t y ,  i s o l a t e d  

demands t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a g i t a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  sum t o t a l  o f  S o c i a l  Demo­
c r a t i c  demands " ( L e n i n ,  CW, V o l .  
4 , p  2 3 0 ) .

W h i le  t h e  MLOC does n o t  c o n te n d  
t h a t  in  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  a p a r t y  p ro g ra m  

i s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p a r t y ,  in  t h e  U S , as in  R u s s i a ,  t h i s  
d e f i n i t e l y  i s  t h e  c a s e  T od ay  in  t h e  

U S w h e re  t h e r e  e x i s t  s e v e r a l  c o n t e n d ­
in g  v ie w s  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  u n m is t a k ­
a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  t r e n d s ,  a p a r t y  p ro g ra m  
i s  t h e  o n l y  p r i n c i p l e d  b a s i s  f o r  o r g a n ­

i z a t i o n a l  u n i t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  u n i t y  

demands u n i t y  a r o u n d  p r o g r a m ,  a ro u n d  
p o l i t i c a l  l i n e

I f  c o m ra d e s  i n  t h e  OL b e l i e v e  t h a t  

t h e i r  s e v e n  p o i n t s  o f  p r i n c i p l e  a r e  
some s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  a p a r t y  p r o g r a m ,  
t h e y  a r e  s a d l y  m is t a k e n

in  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  OL, in  C z a r i s t  

R u s s i a ,  t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t  o f  t h e  p a r t y  
p ro g r a m  a r o s e  i n  1885 and  t h e  p a r t y  was 

fo rm e d  in  1898 I t  c e r t a i n l y  can t a k e  
y e a r s  t o  d ra w  l i n e s  o f  d e m a r c a t i o n .  The 

p a c e  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  m u s t  b e  d e t e r m in e d  

by  a c o n c r e t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

h e r e  i n  t h e  U S , an a n a l y s i s  t h e  OL 
h a s  n o t  p r o v i d e d .

The MLOG i s  " f u l l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a c o m p le t e ­

l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p ro g r a m  w i t h o u t  a n u m b e r  o f  c o n f e r e n c e s  
w i t h  c o m r a d e s ,  b u t  we c o n s i d e r  i t  

e s s e n t i a l  t o  s e t  a b o u t  t h i s  t a s k ,  b e ­

l l  e v i n q  t h a t  p o s tp o n e m e n t  i s  im -  

p e r m is s a b le  " ( L e n in , C W , V o l 4 , p  2 5 3 - 4 )
I t  i s  no  le s s  p e r m is s a b le  f o r  t h e  

c o m ra d e s  o f  t h e  OL t o d a y  t h a n  f o r  
L e n in  i n  1899

The s e c o n d  s t r i k i n g  o m is s i o n  f r o m  

t h e  OL p a r t y  b u i I d i n g  p la n  i s  t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  a p a r t y  c o n g r e s s  f o r  up t o  

a y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  P a r t y  h a s  been  fo rm e d  

I t  i s  c l e a r  f r o m  t h i s  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  
p r o p o s e d  by t h e  OL w i l l  f u n c t i o n  on 

c e n t r a l i s m ,  n o t  d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m  
To f o r g e  a l e a d i n g  b o d y  o f  a p a r t y  
w i t h o u t  e i t h e r  p a r t y  p ro g r a m  o r  
p a r t y  c o n g r e s s ,  a nd  f o r  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  

a f f a i r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  f o r  up t o  a y e a r ,  

d e n ie s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  p r i n c i p l e d  u n i t y ,  
a n d  d e n ie s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g e n u in e  
u n i t y  o f  w i I  I o r  a c t i o n  To  r e q u i r e  
u n i t y  o f  w i l l  a nd  a c t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  
d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m  o r  p a r t y  p r o ­
g ra m ,  i s  t o  d e n y  a l l  t h e  b a s i c  L e n i n i s t

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n

The e n t i r e  f u n c t i o n  o f  a p a r t y  

c o n g r e s s  i s  f o r  e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a -

( C o n t  p 16)



f i v e s  to  abandon t h e i r  p r i o r  o rgan iza ­
t io n a l  a l le g ia n c e s  and to  fo rge u n i ty  
around the  program o f  the  p a r ty ,  not 
as members o f  some c u r re n t  o rgan iza ­
t i o n .  The procedure o f  the  01, on the 
o th e r  hand, would form a leading body 
by u n i t in g  va r ious  o rg a n iz a t io n s  in 
some form o f  fe d e ra t io n

A t h i r d  p o in t  t o  make is  t h a t  the 
OL proposes t h a t  a L e n in is t  newpaper, 
presumably an Isk ra  type o f  paper, be 
formed to  promote id e o lo g ic a l  d iscus ­
s ion on p o l i t i c a l  l in e  and p a r ty  
program The e n t i r e  p o in t  o f  Iskra  
was to  wage polemics a g a in s t  a d e f in i t e  
o p p o r tu n is t  t re n d ,  the  Economists, 
once a p a r ty  program e x is te d .  Isk ra  
was an a g i t a t io n a l  weapon to  is o la te  
the  o p p o r tu n is t  t rend  and to  win over 

a l l  the  remaining honest elements 
t o  the B o lshev iks ,  no t t o  generate 
a p a r ty  program

The o rg a n iz a t io n a l  l in e  o f  the  OL 
r e f le c t s  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  grasp the 
con ten t o f  fo rg in g  a L e n in is t  p a r ty ,  
and t h e i r  re l ia n c e  upon vague formulas 
and proposals The o rg a n iz a t io n a l  l in e  
o f  the  OL d e f i n i t e l y  is  adapted to  i t s  
p o l i t i c a l  l i n e ,  the  lack o f  u n i ty  o f  
w i l l  leads t o  d is u n i t y  o f  a c t io n  
P o l i t i c a l  leadersh ip  is th e re fo re  
re lega ted  to  o rg a n iz a t io n a l  leader­
s h ip ,  t h a t  i s ,  membership on the 
leading body As Foto Cami po in ted  
ou t in THE OBJECTIVE AND SUBJECTIVE 
FACTORS (A lban ia  Today 1974),"D epart­
ure from the  id e o lo g ic a l  p r in c ip le s  
o f  Marxism-Leninism cannot f a i l  t o  
lead a lso  to  departure  from the 
o rg a n iz a t io n a l  p r in c ip le s  o f  b u i ld in g  
the  M a r x is t - L e n in is t  p a r ty "

The vanguard communist pa r ty  o f  
the p r o le t a r i a t  is  rooted id e o lo g ic a l ­
ly  in d ia le c t i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  ma­
t e r i a l i s m  and Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought as a quide to  a c t io n ,  
p o l i t i c a l l y  in the  uncompromising 
c lass  s t ru g g le  f o r  th e 's e iz u re  o f  
s ta te  power and the es tab l ishm en t o f  
the  d ic ta to r s h ip  o f  the p r o l e t a r i a t ,  
and o rg a n iz a t io n a l ly  in the  abso lu te  
u n i ty  o f  w i l l  and a c t io n  o f  the  p ro le ­
t a r i a t ,  based on democratic  c e n t r a l ­
ism The p a r ty  proposed by the  OL 
o f f e r s  a crude vu lg a r  m a te r ia l ism  
instead o f  d i a le c t i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  
m a te r ia l ism , s a c r i f i c e s  the  leadersh ip  
and independence o f  the  p r o le t a r i a t  
f o r  r e fo rm is t  s logans, and promotes 
a p e t ty  bourgeois l i b e r a l  proposal 
f o r  u n i ty  w i th o u t  drawing adequate 
l in e s  o f  demarcation

But the most im portan t t e s t  o f  the 
c lass  na ture  o f  the p a r ty  proposed by 
the OL is  i t s  r e la t io n  t o  the  workers 
movement and the n a t io n a l  movement-the 
two g re a te s t  re v o lu t io n a ry  c u r re n ts  o f  
the c lass  s t ru g g le  in the  United S tates

C. Pol i t i c a l  Line
The most im portan t t e s t  o f  ones 

id e o lo g ic a l  l in e  is  in t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
l i n e ,  the  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  M arx ism-Lenin- 
ism-Mao Tsetung Thought t o  s o lv in g  
the t a c t i c a l  and s t r a t e g ic  problems 
o f  the c lass  s t ru g g le  While the  ideo­
lo g ic a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and o rg a n iz a t io n a l  
s t ru g g le s  are a l l  p ro t ra c te d ,  they 
a lso  develop unevenly A t t h i s  t im e , 
poi t i c a l  l in e  is  key, and theory  is  
d e c s iv e  In th e  November CALL, seven 
program p o in ts  were advanced, in the 
December CALL, the  OL s ta te d  th a t  
"  .ere are f i r m  grounds among the 
ma o r i t y  o f  the young M a r x is t - L e n in is t  
gr< ps and o rg a n iz a t io n s  now and the re  
is  -1 plan which can lead to  t h i s  u n i ty  "
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This must lead us t o  cons ide r  the  
OL's " p r in c ip le s  o f  u n i t y "  as the  
"b a s is  f o r  M a r x is t - L e n in is t  u n i ty  a t  
t h i s  t im e "  The OL holds t h a t  these 
p o in ts  advanced in the  November CALL 
are " p a r t i c u la r  enough t o  draw a l in e  
o f  sepa ra t ion  from the o p p o r tu n is ts "
As has been o f te n  advanced in our 
movement, Lenin s ta te d  c le a r l y  t h a t  
"be fo re  we can u n i te ,  in o rd e r  th a t  
we may u n i te ,  we must f i r s t  draw 
d e f i n i t e  l in e s  o f  demarcation" (CW,
Vol 4)

Regarding t h i s  q u e s t io n ,  we have 
a lready  expressed our c r i t i c i s m  o f  
the OL l in e  and approach in regard to  
the in te rn a t io n a l  s i t u a t io n  We w i l l  
no t  here d iscuss a l l  seven p o in ts  o f  
u n i ty  which the  OL ra is e s ,  b u t  w i l l  
r a th e r  focus on t h e i r  views on (1) 
th e  trade  union q u e s t io n ,  and (2) the  
n a t io n a l  quest ion

1. Working Class Movement
The task  o f  the  p a r ty  o f  the  

p r o le t a r i a t  is  t o  t ra n fo rm  the sponta­
neous w orke rs ' movement in to  a c lass  
conscious movement f o r  i t s  own emanci­
pa t ion  Lenin po in ted  o u t  t h a t , "  The 
sepa ra t ion  o f  the  work ing c lass  
movement and s o c ia l is m  gave r i s e  to  
the  weakness and underdevelopment 
in each " (L e n in ,  CW, Vol 4 ,p  257)

Through p a r t i c ip a t io n  in a l l  
th ree  forms o f  c lass  s t ru g g le ,  
t h e o r e t i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic, 
communists seek to  fuse the w orkers ' 
and communist movements, to  i n t r o ­
duce s o c i a l i s t  ideology in to  the  
spontaneous w orke rs ' movement, w h i le  
a lso  p o in t in g  ou t the aim o f  the 
movement and the road to  t ra v e l  
toward the complete emancipation o f  
the  working c lass  from c a p i t a l .

While the  work ing c lass  "sponta ­
neously g ra v i ta te s  toward s o c ia l is m , "  
as Lenin s ta te d ,  i t  is  the  s u b je c t iv e  
f a c to r ,  the  leade rsh ip ,  o rg a n iz a t io n  
and consciousness o f  the  advanced 
detachment o f  the  work ing c la s s ,  the 
communist p a r ty ,  which can a cce le ra te  
the  development o f  the  a lready  e x i s t ­
ing o b je c t iv e  co n d i t io n s

The fo rm ation  o f  a vanguard 
pa r ty  requ ires  c l a r i t y  on the reasons 
f o r  the  e x is t in g  separa t ion  o f  the  
workers and communist movement, the 
forms o f  s t ru g g le  th a t  the w orkers ' 
movement takes , and the means to  
weld them to g e th e r  Fundamenta lly, 
t h i s  is  a quest ion  o f  the  r e la t i o n ­
sh ip  between the  pa r ty  and the masses, 
the  pa r ty  and e x is t in g  forms o f  
worke r s ' o rg a n iz a t io n s

Marx, a t  the  F i r s t  Congress o f  the 
In te rn a t io n a l  Working Mens' Assoc ia ­
t io n  in 1866, c le a r l y  s ta te d  th a t  
t rade  un ions, the  c h ie f  form o f  the 
economic s t ru g g le  o f  workers , must no t 
be s im p ly  d ire c te d  toward narrow , 
immediate aims, bu t toward the emanci­
pa t ion  o f  the c lass  as a whole 
The trade  union s t ru g g le  is  a s t ru g g le  
not on ly  over the  terms o f  h i r e ,  the 
p r ic e  pa id  f o r  labor power, bu t aga ins t  
the e n t i r e  system o f  wage s lave ry  
I t  is the  task  o f  the conscious 
element t o  ra ise  the consciousness o f  
the work ing masses to  t h i s  f a c t ,  to  
lead the working c lass  toward i t s  
t o t a l  emancipation

Those who f a i l  t o  recognize t h i s ,  
who view the movement as e ve ry th in g  
and the goal as n o th in g ,  were r u th le s s ­
ly  a ttacked  by a l l  the  g re a t  teachers 
o f  Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought 
p a r t i c u la r l y  Marx, Engels and Lenin 
What is  the stand o f  the  October League 
on the re la t io n s  between the  communist 
and workers movement7

A task o f  the  pa r ty  is  to  d i v e r t  the 
workers s t ru g g le  beyond s im ple t rade  
union p o l i t i c s ,  t o  prevent the  economic 
s t ru g g le  from being dominated by 
bourgeois ideology This is  the  task  
o f  the  conscious e lement, the  communist 
pa r ty

The F ig h t  Back O rgan iza t ion  (FBO) 
o f  the -O ctober League w i l l  presumably 
be the  main arm o f  the OL in the 
w orkers ' movement, "one mass o rg a n iz -  
t io n  o f  work ing people to  oppose the 
Im p e r ia l i s t  system and i t s  murderous 
o ffense  aga ins t  the r ig h t s  and l i v in g

DUMP MXON! STOP THE FASCIST TWO

THE CALL '
SUPERPOWERS IMPOSE 
MID-EAST SETTLEMENT

'4

to t t* cs m n  on  b ail

WOODCOCK
SELL OUT________r  3
UPSUNGE

__IN STEEL________ P

SEC CION EW E SPA jO t

jZTHE GALLIC
FIGHT-DONT FREEZE!

Thousands L M  Off fa Energy Crisis

ANTI-*H O* MWOfftriM KMW _  “
SI ON Y 20 H ~ —  -

c o n d i t io n s  o f  people" (CALL,Oct 1975, 

P D
There are a number o f  p o in ts  t o  

ra is e  regard ing  the  FBO
F i r s t ,  the FBO is  d e f i n i t e l y  

no t an o rg a n iz a t io n  which ra ises  the  
f i n a l  aim o f  the  emancipation o f  the 
work ing c lass  from c a p i ta l  When MLOC 
ra ised  the proposal t h a t  the propa­
ganda slogan o f  s o c ia l is m  become p a r t  
o f  the  FBO, i t  was overwhelm ingly 
de fea ted , as we have a lready  reported  
in t h i s  polemic From t h i s  we must 
conclude th a t  the OL does not b e l ie ve  
th a t  a mass workers o rg a n iz a t io n  
requ ires  what Marx h im se lf  c a l le d  f o r  
in regard t o  trade  unions, the  emanci­
pa t ion  o f  the work ing c lass  and the 
es tab l ishm en t o f  s o c ia l is m

By denying the need to  p o in t  ou t 
the  f i n a l  aim o f  the movement, the OL 
is  pursu ing B e rn s te in 's  p o l ic y  th a t  
"  the  movement is  e v e ry th in g ,  the  
f i n a l  aim is  n o th in g "  Furthermore, by 
re fu s in g  to  in troduce  s o c i a l i s t  ideo­
logy in to  the  FBO, in t h a t  the  OL 
opposes the  c a l l  f o r  s o c ia l is m ,  how 
is  the fu s io n  o f  the  workers and 
communist movement made7 The OL stand 
re lega tes  the  FBO to  j u s t  one more 
spontaneous w orke rs ' o rg a n iz a t io n  
which seeks to  in f lu e n ce  the Imperia l 
i s t  s ta te — ra th e r  than consc ious ly  
s e t t in g  o u t  t o  destroy  the e x is t in g  
bourgeois s ta te  and rep lace  i t  w ith  
the d ic ta to r s h ip  o f  the p r o le t a r i a t ,  
t h a t  i s ,  s o c ia l is m  Regardless o f  
what the  composit ion o f  the  FBO be­
comes, even i f  m ostly workers, i t  
cannot become any th ing  o th e r  than 
j u s t  one more r e fo rm is t  union 
s t ru g g le ,  an o rg a n iz a t io n  which per­
petuates the id e o lo g ic a l  enslavement 
o f  the workers In f a c t ,  the  OL's FBO 
ca -no t even f u l f i l l  the  tasks  th a t  
the  e x is t in g  t rade  unions c a r ry  out 

The r e s u l t  is  what Lenin de­
sc r ib e d  as th e  ' th e o ry  o f  n e u t r a l i t y ' ,  
"which puts in the  f o r e f r o n t  the  u n i ty  
o f  the  workers f o r  the  improvement 
o f  t h e i r  c o n d i t io n s ,  and no t u n i ty  
f o r  a s t ru g g le  t h a t  could promote 
the cause o f  p r o le ta r ia n  em ancipation" 
(Len in ,  CW, V o l13,p 468) How e lse  
could we eva lua te  slogans such as 
"  F ig h t  D on 't  S tarve "  o r  " F ig h t  
D on 't  Freeze" 7

Second, the com posit ion o f  the 
FBO, and p a r t i c u la r l y  o f  the  F ig h t  
Back Conference, revea ls  something 
about the  view o f  th e  OL toward trade  
unions Out o f  an e n t i r e  conference o f  
1300 people, the re  were j u s t  th ree  
workshops th a t  m ight be considered 
trade  union workshops, au to ,  s te e l  
and rubber workshops, drawing c o l le c ­
t i v e l y  perhaps 10$ o f  the conference 
membership By re le g a t in g  the  e x is t in g  
trade  unions to  an a lmost i n s i g n i f i ­
can t ro le  in the  "  F ig h t  Back", the 
OL denies th e  a lready e x is t in g  mass 
workers o rg a n iz a t io n  which,^.in  the  
long run , must become the main l in e  o f  
a s s a u l t  a g a in s t  the  bourgeois s ta te  
apparatus The trade  unions c o n s t i t u te  
the  most b a s ic  and cons tan t form o f  
economic and p o l i t i c a l  s t ru g g le  aga in ­
s t  c a p i t a l ,  and are th e re fo re  the  
most im portan t p a r t  o f  the general 
w orke rs ' movement

In s h o r t ,  by opposing the neces­
s i t y  o f  c lose t i e s  between the  commu­
n i s t  and w orke rs ' movement, by denying 
the need to  a c t i v e ly  in troduce  
s o c i a l i s t  ideology and to  f i g h t  f o r  
i t s  leadersh ip  a t  every tu rn  o f  the 
c lass  s t ru g g le ,  the  OL winds up by 
b lu n t in g  the  c lass  s t ru g g le  i t s e l f ,
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by denying th8 working masses the 
proletarian leadership they demand.

Third, we can understand the 
stand of the F80 In terms of the 
major slogans that i t  does advance

The basic p o lit ic a l line of the 
Fight Back Conference, the new Fight 
Back Organization and the stand of 
the OL toward the working class move­
ment is well expressed in th e ir  
basic slogans, JOBS NOT WAR, JOBS OR 
INCOME NOW, and the banner slogan of 
the conference, PEOPLE UNITE, FIGHT 
BACK.

To begin w ith , anyone following 
e ith e r the publications of the CPUSA 
(Peoples World and Dally World) or 
of the RCP (REVOLUTION) would notice 
that these are the very slogans 
advanced by these two rev is io n is t 
organizations.

JOBS NOT WAR is basically  a 
social p a c if is t slogan, fo r i t  does 
not distinguish between im peria lis t 
and revolutionary class warfare, and 
therefore encourages p a c ifis t 111u- 
eions, th is  disarms the workers by 
denying the need fo r the working class 
to wage revolutionary class war, to  
turn an im peria lis t war into a c iv il  
war. The slogan of JOBS NOT WAR is 
neither a good ag itational nor a 
good propaganda slogan. As agitation  
i t  bows to  the already existing trade 
union sentiment of the workers. As 
propaganda, i t  encourages the illusion  
tha t imperialism can provide j'obs.

The MLOC opposes this slogan 
because i t  promotes bourgeois i l lu ­
sions about the im peria lis t sate (such 
as the illu s io n  that the im peria lis t 
state has a choice between providing 
jobs ana waging war) and thus reflects  
a vulgar m a teria lis t view of the 
class struggle.

W O N ’T  SA VE SY S T E M

JXJfZi.

In TWO TACTICS OF SOCIAL DEMO­
CRACY IN DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION, Len in  
i n d i c a t e s  how p a r t i c u l a r  s lo g a n s ,  
once  ta k e n  up by t h e  f o r c e s  t o  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  t h e  B o l s h e v ik s ,  became in ­
a d e qu a te  as th e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  p r o ­
ceeded JOBS NOT WAR is  such a s lo g a n ,  
w h ich  George Meany, Gus H a l l  and 
Bob A v a k ia n  can u n i t e  a ro u n d .  I t  
does n o t ,  as L e n in  s u g g e s te d ,  r e f l e c t  
" t h e  v e ry  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n "  
and i s  th u s  n e i t h e r  good a g i t a t i o n  
n o r  good p ropaganda  L en in  t h e r e f o r e  
s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  s lo g a n  " r e v o l u t i o n "  
be r e p la c e d  in  1905 w i t h  th e  s lo g a n  
"  FOR THE REVOLUTIONARY DEMOCRATIC 
DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT AND 
THE PEASANTRY."

JOBS OR INCOME NOW r e f l e c t s  th e  
same r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s t ,  e c o n o m is t  
te n d e n c y ,  as i f  i m p e r i a l i s m  can 
p r o v id e  e i t h e r  T h is  s lo g a n  in  no 
way b e g in s  t o  r a i s e  o r  advance  th e  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  and 
in  f a c t  t a i l s  th e  sp o n ta n e o u s  d e v e l ­
opm ent o f  w o r k e r s '  c o n s c io u s n e s s

PEOPLE UNITE TO FIGHT BACK p r o ­
motes a vague l i b e r a l  u n i t y  o f  a l l  
t h o s e  who w an t t o  f i g h t  b a c k ,  a p o l i c y  
o f  a l l  u n i t y  and no s t r u g g l e .  W i t h in  
t h i s  c o m p le x ,  s o c i a l  d e m o c ra ts ,  la b o r  
a r i s t o c r a t s ,  r e v i s i o n i s t s  and a lm o s t  
anyone e ls e  c o u ld  u n i t e  These s lo g a n s  
r e f l e c t  th e  b a s i c  s ta n d  o f  n e u t r a l i t y  
t h a t  th e  OL ta k e s  to w a rd  th e  c r i s i s  
o f  im p e r i a l i s m  and th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  
w o r k e r s '  movement Anyone who b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  t h e  w o r k in g  masses have t o  be 
t a u g h t  t h a t  th e y  s h o u ld  f i g h t  in s te a d  

o f  s t a r v i n g  o r  f r e e z i n g ,  has o b v io u s l y  
l o s t  a l l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  th e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
s t r u g g l e  f o r  e m a n c ip a t io n

in sum m ation  t h e n ,  th e  O L 's  F i g h t  
Back O r g a n iz a t io n  r e f l e c t s  a c o m p le te  
m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  c o r r e c t  re  l a -

workers' movement, and the forms that 
the workers' movement i ts e if  produces. 
Trade unions in fac t are already mass 
workers' organizations. The OL fa ils  
to  understand, as / Marxism-Lenini sm 
teaches, th a t the c a p ita lis t mode of 
production brings about an inevitable  
economic and p o lit ic a l struggle by 
the to ilin g  masses against c ap ita l, 
which does not have to be 'b u i l t '  by 
communists. I t  is the economic base of 
modern c a p ita lis t production, particu­
la r ly  the rise  of large scale industry, 
which produces a class in to ta l and 
complete opposition to  the bourgeoisie, 
the modem p ro le ta r ia t, who wages a 
spontaneous struggle against capital on 
the p o lit ic a l and economic fronts.

In fa ilin g  to recognize th is , the 
OL completely ignores the higher forms 
of consciousness that the working class 
movement generates, namely the advanced 
workers, and instead aims its  "mass 
workers organization" at a ll  those who

s tra ta  as the main social base for the 
spread of bourgeois ideology within the 
working class th a t the Albanian comrades 
c learly  point out th e ir  relationship to  
the working class as a whole.

"The aristocracy of the working 
class and the trade union bureau­
cracy should in no way De id en ti-  

\  tied  with the working class because 
they make up only a very tin y  part 
of i t ,  and the interests they re­
present are a t variance with those 
of the working class Numerous 
facts go to prove that the working 
class aristocracy and trade union 
bureaucracy are integral parts of 
the c a p ita lis t structure, and 
th e ir  posts are linked with the 
fate of cap i ta 1 1sm on wh i ch the i r 
very existence depends. " ( F.Kota, 
TWO OPPOSING LINES IN THE WORLD 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT, Tirana, 
Albania )
The task of uniting the working 

class, of re-capturing the trade unions 
from the bourgeoisie and of turning the 
trade unions into organizations of 
revolutionary struggle can only be 
achieved through the exposure and de­
fea t of the bourgeois ideology and the 
trade union bureaucrats who are the 
main obstacle to successful class 
struggle within the trade unions. The 
OL is correct in holding that communists 
must work within the reactionary trade 
unions—to fa i l  to do so would be to  
abandon the masses of workers in the 
unions to  the influence of the bour­
geoisie Communist work in the trade 
unions, however, demands the exposure 
of the trade union chiefs in th e ir  role 
as labor lieutenants for the ruling  
class

"The treachery of the reformist

w i l l  oppose i m p e r i a l i s m

OL ON THE TRADE UNIONS

In o r d e r  t o  d e v e lo p  a d ee p e r  g ra sp  
o f  th e  s ta n d  o f  OL to w a rd  th e  w o r k e r s '  
m ovement, we m ust c o n s id e r  i t s  v ie w s  
o f  th e  t r a d e  u n io n s

L e n in  was q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t r a d e  
u n io n s  do n o t  s im p ly  r e p r e s e n t  th e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  w o r k in g  c l a s s  because  
th e y  a re  made up o f  w o rk e rs  They 
become an o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  th e  em anc ipa ­
t i o n  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  o n l y  when th e y  
p u rs u e  a c l a s s  l i n e ,  a c l a s s  p o l i c y  
T h is  was th e  o r i g i n  and d e v e lo p m e n t  
o f  t h e  t r a d e  u n io n ,  as M arx u n d e rs to o d  
them  In t h e  f i n a l  and m onopo ly  s ta g e  
o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  t r a d e  u n io n s  have been 

c a p tu r e d  by th e  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  who f o s t e r  
th e  d e ve lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  l a b o r  a r i s t o c r a c y  
and t r a d e  u n io n  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  in  an 
a t t e m p t  t o  c o n f i n e  th e  econ om ic  and 
p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
t o  r e f o r m i s t  s t r u g g l e s

L e n in  and th e  C o m in te rn  re c o g n iz e d  
c l e a r l y  t h a t  t r a d e  u n io n s ,  unde r  m onopoly  
c a p i t a l i s m ,  m ust be r e - c a p t u r e d  by th e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  and tu r n e d  i n t o  f i g h t i n g  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  One c la s s  m us t r e p la c e  
a n o th e r  in  power in  th e  t r a d e  u n io n s  
T h is  s t r u g g l e  i s  n o t  one t o  c a p tu r e  
th e  t r a d e  u n io n  m a c h in e ry  o r  th e  t r a d e  
u n io n  o f f i c i a l s ,  b u t  t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  
t h e  main masses o f  w o r k e r s ,  th e  i n t e r ­
m e d ia te  and advanced w o rk e rs

The l i n e  o f  th e  OL, h o w e v e r ,  is  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t o  " u n i t e  w i t h  th e  p r o g r e s ­
s i v e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a b o r  l e a d e r s h ip  
a g a in s t  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s "  (RU OPPORTU­
NISM IN A "SUPER REVOLUTIONARY DISGUISE, 
p 6 )  OL bases t h i s  s t r a t e g y  in  i t s  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  t r a d e  u n io n  
b u re a u c ra c y  as a " s t r a t e g i c  r e s e r v e "  o f  
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  Such a p o s i t i o n  re  
f l e e t s  a t o t a l  la c k  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
o f  th e  l a b o r  a r i s t o c r a c y  and t r a d e  
u n io n  b u re a u c ra c y  in  th e  age o f  i m p e r i a l ­
ism W ith  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  t r a d e  
u n io n s  as c e n t e r s  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  th e  
w o r k in g  c l a s s ,  t h e  b o u r g e o is i e  was 
f o r c e d  t o  a d o p t  th e  d ua l t a c t i c s  o f  
b o th  v i o l e n t  s u p p re s s io n  and i d e o l o g i c a l  
s u b v e r s io n  o f  th e  l a b o r  movement in  
w h ich  o p p o r t u n i s t ,  r e f o r m i s t  and p a c i ­
f i s t  v ie w s  have been in t r o d u c e d  i n t o  th e  
u n io n s  th ro u g h  th e  a g e n ts  o f  th e  b o u r ­
g e o i s i e — th e  la b o r  a r i s t o c r a c y  and 
t r a d e  u n io n  b u re a u c ra c y  I t  i s  on th e  
b a s is  o f  r e c o g n iz i n g  th e  r o l e  o f  t h i s
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and r e v i s i o n i s t  t r a d e  u n io n  ce n ­
t e r s  lays  t h e  im p e r a t i v e  t a s k  
b e f o r e  th e  w o r k in g  c l a s s ,  led  by 
th e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  p o l l  t e a  I 
p a r t y ,  o f  w a g in g  a r e s o lu t e  s t r u g =  
g le  w i t h i n  and o u t s i d e  th e  ran ks  
o f  th e  r e f o r m i s t  and r e v i s i o n i s t  
t r a d e  u n io n s  t o  denounce and 
i s o l a t e  th e  b o u rg e o is  le a d e rs  f ro m  
th e  mass o f  th e  w o rk e rs  and t o  
c r e a t e ,  g r a d u a l l y ,  t h ro u g h  re v o ­
l u t i o n a r y  p r a c t i c e  an a u t h e n t i c  
c l a s s  t r a d e  u n io n  movement t o  
c a r r y  fo rw a rd  th e  s t r u g g l e  t o  do 
away w i t h  th e  e x p l o i t i n g  c a p i t a l ­
i s t  sys te m  ( I b i d  p 170)
By d i v i d i n g  th e  t r a d e  u n io n  b u rea u  

c r a c y  i n t o  " p r o g r e s s i v e "  and " r e a c t i o n ­
a r y "  e le m e n ts ,  t h e  OL s e rv e s  t o  sp re a d  
r e f o r m i s t  i l l u s i o n s  among th e  w o rk in g  
c l a s s  masses and s e rv e  th e  s o c ia l  
d e m o c r a t ic  f u n c t i o n  o f  d is a r m in g  th e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  in  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  b o u r ­
g e o is  o f f e n s i v e  The MLOC u n i t e s  w i t h  
t h e  W orkers  V ie w p o in t  O r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  
c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  O L 's  l i n e  c o n c e rn in g  
th e  i n c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  s t r a t e g i c  a l l i a n c e  
betw een  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  and th e  t r a d e  

u n io n  b u r e a u c r a t s  and h o ld s  t h a t  such 
an a l l i a n c e  can o n l y  be made on a 
t a c t i c a l  b a s is  and f ro m  a p o s i t i o n  o f  
s t r e n g t h  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a l l o w  th e  
w o r k in g  c la s s  t o  m a in t a in  i t s  ind e p e n ­
dence and i n i t i a t i v e

The O L 's  l i n e  l i q u i d a t e s  th e  
t a s k  o f  e x p o s in g  and i s o l a t i n g  th e  
t r a d e  u n io n  b u re a u c ra c y  and r e p la c e s  
i t  w i t h  th e  t a s k  o f  m ov ing  t h e  u n io n s  
t o  t h e  l e f t  , w h ic h  i s  t o  be done , n o t  
on th e  b a s i s  o f  w in n in g  th e  ra n k  and 
f i l e  away f ro m  th e  r e f o r m i s t  le a d e r ­
s h ip  b u t  r a t h e r  by f o r c i n g  " r e f o r m i s t  
f o r c e s  t o  u n i t e  w i t h  us ( O L ) "

(See R U P a m p n le t ,  pn 7 - 3 )  The 
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commu-

( Con t  p 18)
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m s t  movement, summed up by t h e  Comin­
t e r n ,  d e c i s i v e l y  r e j e c t s  such  an 
a p p ro a c h  t o  t r a d e  u n io n  w o rk .

"The Comintern always understood 
the conquest of the trade unions 
as meaning the conquest of the 
main mass of members, and not 
the conquest of the reformist 
trade union machinery, the trade 
union o f f ic ia ls . . .Communists work 
in the reformist trade unions not 
in order to drive the reform ist 
o ff ic ia ls  into the struggle but in 
order to kick these tra ito rs  out 
of the worker’ s movement " (Lozov­
sky, "The Comintern and the Struggle 
fo r the Masses", THE COMMUNIST INTER 
NATIONAL, I928) 

and A -
"The theory of jogging the trade  
union bureaucrats leftward recalls  
to our mind the Menshevik theory 
of jogging the bourgeoisie le f t ­
ward " (Lozovesky,"Problems of 
Strike Strategy", THE COMMUNIST IN­
TERNATIONAL, March 1,1928)
The OL makes c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  " p r o ­

g r e s s i v e "  t r a d e  u n io n  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  w i t h  
w h ich  i t  hopes t o  u n i t e  on a s t r a t e g i c  
b a s i s ,  w i l l  be  moved t o  u n i t e  w i t h  
com m un is ts  w o r k in g  in  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  th e  
" r e a c t i o n a r i e s "  because  o f  o u r  "deep 
t i e s  among th e  masses g a in e d  th ro u g h  
y e a rs  o f  p a t i e n t  w o r k ,  and o u r  p o s i t i o n  
as u n i f i e r s  and le a d in g  f i g h t e r s  f o r  t h e  
day t o  day i n t e r e s t s  as w e l l  as long  
te rm  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c l a s s "  (RU OPPOR­
TUNISM IN A SUPER-REVOLUTIONARY DIS­
GUISE,p 7)

Such a p la n  i s  l i t t l e  more th a n  a 
m i l i t a n t  r e h a s h in g  o f  t h e  CPUSA's own 
l i n e  on t r a d e  u n io n  w o rk  In 1966,

Gus H a l l  w ro te  in  P o l i t i c a l  A f f a i  rs  
I have d is c u s s e d  a l l  q u e s t io n s
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f r o m  th e  v i e w p o i n t  o f  m ov ing  th e  
ra n k  and f i l e  o f  th e  t r a d e  u n io n s  
I f  we a re  g o in g  t o  make a change 
in  o u r  t r a d e  u n io n  w o r k ,  i t  w i I I  
come a b o u t  o n ly  by t h i s  em phas is  
I t  i s  th e  o n l y  way we can h e lp  
t o  c o r r e c t  w rong  p o l i c i e s  o f  th e  
le a d e r s h ip  I t  i s  t h e  o n ly  way 
we can move th e  le a d e r s h ip  t h a t  
w an ts  t o  o r  can be moved E ve ry  
h o n e s t  t r a d e  u n io n  le a d e r  w i l l  
welcome o u r  h e lp  in  m o b i l i z i n g  
and e d u c a t in g  h i s  members i f  he 
f e e l s  i t  i s  n o t  d i r e c t e d  a g a in s t  
h im  There  a re  th o u s a n d s  o f  t r a d e  
u n io n  le a d e rs  and a c t i v i s t s  who 
w i l l  n o t  o n ly  welcome o u r  h e lp  b u t  
w i l l  j o i n  us in  o u r  e f f o r t s  "
In f a i l i n g  t o  r e c o g n iz e  th e  need 

t o  make a q u a l i t a t i v e  le a p ,  t o  b re a k  
d e c i s i v e l y  w i t h  th e  a g e n ts  o f  th e  b o u r ­
g e o i s i e ,  th e  OL rem a in s  c o n s i s t e n t  
in  p u r s u in g  i t s  v u lg a r  m a t e r i a l i s t  l i n e  
T h e i r  s t r u g g l e  t o  "move t h e  t r a d e  

u n io n s  t o  t h e  l e f t " ,  in  l i g h t  o f  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  th e  t r a d e  u n io n  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  
is  t h e  same as t r y i n g  t o  move th e  
b o u r g e o is ie  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  and can o n ly  
lead  t o  q u a n t i t a t i v e  movement, t o  r e fo r m  

The O L 's  v ie w  t h a t  th e  u n io n s  m ust 
be ' b u i I t  up ” , n o t  won away f ro m  th e  
i n f l u e n c e s  o f  th e  b o u r g e o is i e ,  t h a t  th e  
w o rk e rs  "d o  have  t o  r e l y  on th e  u n io n s " ,  
leads  them t o  t h e  f u r t h e r  b a n k ru p t  
c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  e x p o s u re  o f  even  th e  
m ost r e a c t i o n a r y  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  t r a d e  
u n io n  can o n ly  be p u rsu e d  on a le v e l  
a c c e p ta b le  t o  t h e  backw ard  w o r k e r s '

" A l l  s u p p o r t  th e  w o r k in g  c l a s s  and 
i t s  l e a d e r s h ip  g iv e s  t o  o t h e r  
c la s s e s  , o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and 
f o r c e s  i s  a lw a ys  c o n d i t i o n a l  A t  
th e  same t i m e ,  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  mean 
t h a t  s t r u g g l e  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  s im -  
o l y  th ro u g h  com m un is ts  m a i n t a in i n g

th e ir  'pure' slogans As everyone 
figh ting  the reactionaries in the 
union leadership knows, struggle 
must be waged in a protracted way 
with caution and res tra in t in 
accordance with the understanding 
of the masses of the workers, 
even the middle and backward 
workers " (RU pamphlet,p 8)
At best, the understanding of the 

backward workers in any trade union is 
going to  be m ilita n t trade unionism, 
i f  not out and out national chauvinism 
and anti-communism. In lowering its  
work to the level of the backward 
workers, the OL not only bows to  spon­
taneity  but objectively cu ltivates the 
influence of the bourgeoisie within 
the working class On such a basis, 
the "cautious and restrained" struggle 
of the OL against the reactionary 
trade union bureaucrats goes no further 
than Arnold M ille r 's  struggle against 
Tony Boyle, and rests content with the 
basic trade unionist concerns of the 
worker Here again, the p ara lle l to  
the line of the CPUSA is plain

"  Our p ro b le m  i s  n o t  t o  f i n d  th e  
re a so n s  f o r  b l a s t i n g  th e  le a d e r ­

s h ip  The q u e s t io n  i s  n o t  even 
w h e th e r  we s h o u ld  o r  s h o u ld  n o t ,  
do so  We do have some p ro b lem s  o f  
how t o  do i t  We m ust c r i t i c i z e  
th e  le a d e r s h ip  and th e  w rong  p o l i ­
c i e s  in  such a way t h a t  in  d o in g  
so  we w in  o v e r  th e  m em bersh ip  
and s t r e n g t h e n  th e  u n io n s ,  in  a 
way t h a t  no a n t i - u n i o n  e le m e n ts  
can e x p l o i t  o u r  c r i t i c i s m s  f o r  
a n t i - u n i o n  p u rp o s e s ,  and in  a 
way t h a t  deepens th e  co n c e rn  and 
l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs  f o r  t h e i r  
u n io n s  (Gus H a l l ,  P o l i t i c a I  A f -  
f a i r s , 1966)
In d e fe n d in g  i t s  t r a d e  u n io n  l i n e  

and as p r o o f  o f  i t s  c o r r e c t n e s s ,  th e  
OL p o i n t s  t o  i t s  w ork  in  " b u i l d i n g  
up t h e  ra n k  and f i l e  movement a g a in s t  
Abel and h i s  n o - s t r i k e  (ENA) p o l i c y , "  
t o  "  t h e  mass movement o f  w o rk e rs  t h a t  
has been b u i l t "  w i t h  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  
t o  th e  f i g h t  a g a in s t  th e  " s o - c a l l e d  
C on sen t D e c re e ,  w h ic h  i s  a r a c i s t  
co m pany -gove rnm en t t r i c k  on th e  w o rk ­
e r s " ,  and th e  " th o u s a n d s  o f  w o rk e rs  
who w ere  b r o u g h t  by t h e  UAW B r o t h e r  
hood Caucus f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n t o  
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y "  L e n in  w r i t e s  in  
WHAT IS TO BE DONE? t h a t  th e  s p o n ta ­
neous econ om ic  s t r u g g l e  o f  th e  w o r k in q  
c l a s s  n e c e s s a r i l y  e x i s t s  as a r e s u l t  
o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  n a tu r e  o f  wage s l a v ­

e r y ,  he a l s o  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  
s t r u g g l e  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  assumes a 
c e r t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  t o  th e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  w o rk e rs  a re  f o r c e d  
i n t o  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  th e  b o u r ­
g e o is  s t a t e ,  in  p u r s u in g  t h e i r  de­
mands th ro u g h  s t r i k e  a c t i o n s  and 
l e g i s l a t i o n  L e f t  t o  i t s e l f ,  h ow eve r,  
such a s t r u g g l e  i s  doomed t o  rem a in  
s h a c k le d  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  th e  
b o u r g e o is i e

"  Of c o u r s e ,  a c e r t a i n  le v e l  
o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y , s o c i a l i s t  c o n ­

s c io u s n e s s  does emerge f ro m  th e  
o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  th e m s e lv e s  
o r  f ro m  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g ­
g le  i t s e l f ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  o n ly  a 
v e r y  low l e v e l ,  i t  i s ,  as L en in  
c a l l e d  i t ,  t r a d e  u n io n  c o n s c io u s ­
ness (C a m i,  OBJECTIVE AND SUBJEC­
TIVE FACTORS IN THE REVOLUTION, 
A lb a n ia  T oday , 1 -2 /7 3 )
The w o r k in g  c l a s s  does n o t  need 

com m un is t  l e a d e r s h ip  in  o r d e r  t o  op ­
pose t he C on sen t D e c re e ,  t h e  ENA, o r  
even t o  engage in  " p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y " ,  
s i n c e  i t  can do t h i s  w i t h  t h e  le a d e r ­
s h ip  o f  any m i l i t a n t  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  
What th e  w o r k in g  c l a s s  demands is  t h e  
le a d e r s h ip  o f  i t s  v a ng ua rd  com m un is t  
p a r t y  armed w i t h  advanced t h e o r y  The 
l i n e  o f  th e  OL on com m un is t  w o rk  in  
th e  l a b o r  movement i s  s im p ly  a n o th e r  e x ­
ample  o f  t h e i r  v u l g a r  r i g h t - o p p o r t u n i s t  
o v e r - e s t i m a t i o n  o f  th e  o b j e c t i v e  f a c ­
t o r  By p u t t i n g  fo r w a r d  s t r a t e g i c  
u n i t y  w i t h  th e  T rade  U n ion  B u r e a u c r a t s ,  
l i q u i d a t i n g  th e  t a s k  o f  e x p o s in g  and 
i s o l a t i n g  th e  r e f o r m i s t  le a d e rs  o f  th e  

t r a d e  u n io n s ,  l o w e r in g  i t s  p ropaganda  
t o  th e  le v e l  o f  backw ard  w o r k e r s ,  and 
l i m i t i n g  i t s  l e a d e r s h ip  t o  t r a d e  u n ion

issues, the OL pursues a line of work 
in the class which bows to the spontan­
e ity  of the masses and fa ils  to provide 
the working class with the weapons i t  
needs to take the offensive against 
the bourgeoisie and for s o c ia lis t rev­
ol ution.

In essence, the line of the OL to­
ward the working class movement is one 
of n e u tra lity . In "Trade Union Neu­
t r a l i t y " ,  CW, Vol. 13, p 406, Lenin 
summed up th is  position c learly

"The class interests of the bour­
geoisie inevitably give rise to a
s triv in g  to  confine the unions to  
narrow and petty a c tiv ity  within  
the framework of the existing social 
order, to keep them away from any 
contact with socialism, and the 
n eu tra lity  theory is the ideological 
cover fo r these striv ings of the 
bourgeoisie "
I t  f o l l o w s  f ro m  th e  OL l i n e  t h a t  

th e y  n e g le c t  th e  t a s k  o f  b u i l d i n g  and 
c o n s o l i d a t i n g  f a c t o r y  n u c l e i ,  as t h e  
p i v o t  o f  a I I t r a d e  u n io n  w o r k ,  b u t  r a ­
t h e r  fo c u s  on th e  " f i g h t  b a c k "  w h ich  
i t  has m o b i l i z e d ,  e n c o u r a g in g  w o rk e rs  
t o  " f i g h t ,  d o n ' t  s t a r v e  "

Because th e  OL does n o t  g ra s p  t h a t  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  th e  masses i s  p n m a r -  
i l y  a s t r u g g l e  t o  c a p tu r e  th e  t r a d e  
u n io n s ,  a c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  in  t h e  t r a d e  

u n io n s  t h e m s e Iv e s , t h e y  do n o t  r e c o g ­
n i z e ,  e x c e p t  in  w ords  f ro m  t im e  t o  
t i m e ,  th e  need f o r  f a c t o r y  n u c l e i ,  
w h ich  a re  t h e  b a s ic  f i g h t i n g  u n i t  o f  
t h e  p a r t y  in  t h e  shops

CONCLUSION- ON OUR TASKS IN THE WORKERS 
MOVEMENT

A t  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  th e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
t h e  main fo rm  th e  f u s i o n  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs  
and com m un is t  movement ta k e s  i s  w in n in g  
th e  advanced  t o  com m un ism -bu t a t  th e  
same t im e  we m ust p re p a re  th e  g round

THE CALL

FASCIST COUP IN CHILE
WORLDWIDE PROTESTS MOUNT

ARAB OIL________ P.9

SELL-OUT IN 5 * 0 1  
AUTO 3

FOOD CRISIS HITS P 4 
CHINA S NATIONAL

DAY P l l  
SECCION EN ESPANOL

WATERGATE Tto Dam Breaks

I~THE C ALI?i
MID-EAST WAR ERUPTS

SECCION EN ESPANOL

f o r  th e  second  p e r io d  o f  w in n in g  th e  
masses t o  t h e  s id e  o f  th e  a dva nce d , 
a f t e r  a p a r t y  has been fo rg e d  I t  is  
o n l y  by c o n s c io u s l y  i n t r o d u c in g  s o c i a l ­
i s t  i d e o lo g y  f ro m  th e  o u t s i d e  t h a t  th e  
p a r t y  comes t o  s ta n d  a t  th e  head o f  th e  
w o rk e rs  s t r u g g l e ,  g u id i n g  i t s  many 

fo rm s  and d e ve lo p m e n ts  to w a rd  th e  

e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  th e  c l a s s  as a w ho le  
Such le a d e r s h ip  r e q u i r e s ,  demands t h a t  
t h e  a ims o f  th e  movement be s t a t e d ,  
t h a t  "we d is d a in  f r o m  h o ld in g  back  o u r  
v ie w s  "

Those t h a t  a rg ue  t h a t  th e  w o rk e rs  

c a n n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  M a r x is m - L e n in is m -  
Mao T se tun g  T h o u g h t ,  w i l l  n o t  f i g h t  
f o r  s o c i a l i s m ,  deny th e  r e a l i t y  t h a t  
t h e  w o rk e rs  and com m un is t  movements 
m ust be c o n s c io u s ly  f u s e d ,  T h a t  u n i t y  
does n o t  a l r e a d y  e x i s t  They deny 
t h a t  th e  w o rk e rs  movement a l r e a d y  p ro ­
duces i t s  h ig h e r  fo rm s ,  and t h a t  th e  
t a s k s  o f  th e  w o rk e rs  movement a re  o b ­
j e c t i v e l y  s o c i a l i s t ,  n o t  m e re ly  demo­
c r a t i c

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e  p a r t y  t o  t h e  

w o rk e rs  movement | S t o  p r o v id e  co n ­
s c io u s  l e a d e r s h ip ,  t o  p o i n t  o u t  th e  
f i n a l  a tm  a t  e v e r y  s t a g e  o f  t h e  r e v o -

t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  W he the r  w in n in g  th e  
advanced  t o  communism o r  w in n in g  th e  
masses t o  t h e  advanced  In w o rk e rs  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  we s t r u g g l e  t o  g iv e  co n ­
s c io u s  l e a d e r s h ip ,  we do n o t  h id e  o u r  
v ie w s  In e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
mass w o rk e rs  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s o c i a l i s m  
m us t be th e  b a s i c  g oa l in  m in d ,  o t h e r ­
w is e  such  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c a n n o t  be 
c a l l e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  and w i l l  come t o  
l i t t l e  more th a q  m i l i t a n t  t r a d e  u n io n -  
i sm

W ith  th e  d e e p e n in g  o f  th e  second 
phase o f  t h e  g e n e ra l  c r i s i s  o f  im p e r ia l -
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ism, the w ork ing  c la ss  in  the  c a p i ta l ­
i s t  and r e v is io n is t  c o u n tr ie s  w i l l  in ­
c re a s in g ly  respond in  a more m i l i t a n t  
o rg a n ize d , and determ ined manner. I t  
is  in  t h is  c o n te x t th a t  the  ta sk  o f th e  
conscious e lem ent, th e  vanguard commu­
n is t  p a r ty ,  must be eva lua ted  A t th is  
t im e , when th e  p r in c ip a l ta sk  in  th e  
workers movement is  w inn ing  the  ad­
vanced to  communism- the  main form  th a t  
the  fu s io n  between the  workers and 
communist movement takes in  t h is  per­
io d -  we must develop p o l i t i c a l  c la r i t y  
on th e  c o r re c t  r e la t io n s h ip  between 
th e  workers and communist movement, and 
the tasks  o f  communists in  mass workers 
o rg a n iz a tio n s  which a r is e  spontaneously 
as a r e s u lt  o f the  o b je c t iv e  c o n d it io n s  
o f the  c r i s i s .

The h e a rt o f  th e  workers movement 
is  the  tra d e  union movement, c le a r ly  
the  most im po rtan t mass w o rke rs ' o r ­
g a n iza tio n s  o f the  w ork ing c la s s . The 
h is to r ic a l  experience  o f  M arxism -Lenin­
ism-Mao Tsetung Thought c le a r ly  proves 
th a t  communist work in  the  w o rke rs ' 
movement must be focused in  th e  tra d e  
unions

Communists work in  the  tra d e  unions 
in  o rd e r to  win the mass o f workers to  
th e  s id e  o f p ro le ta r ia n  re v o lu t io n ,  
from the  b o u rg e o is ie . The main o bs ta ­
c le  to  w inn ing  over the  trade  unions 
is  the  labo r a r is to c ra c y  and the  
Trade Union B ureaucra ts Th is is  no t 
a ques tion  o f  jo g g in g  them to  the 
L e ft  , as the  OL holds , o f moving the 
tra d e  unions to  the  l e f t ,  bu t o f an 
in tense  c lass  s tru g g le  in which one 
c la ss  in te re s t  rep laces ano ther in 
the leade rsh ip  o f the  tra d e  unions 
W ithou t th is  w inn ing over o f the  trade  
un ions, th e re  is  no p o s s ib i l i t y  o f the  
s e izu re  o f  s ta te  power and the  es tab ­
lishm ent o f the  d ic ta to rs h ip  o f the  
p r o le ta r ia t

A t th e  same t im e , M a rx is t-L e n in is ts  
do n o t c o n fin e  themselves to  the tra d e  
union movement The task  o f  communists 
in a l l  forms o f the  workers movement 
is  to  g ive  conscious le a d e rsh ip , to  
seek to  u n ite  Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought w ith  the  most advanced 
e lem ents, w in over the  in te rm e d ia te , 
and f ig h t  fo r  leade rsh ip  o f these mass 
w o rke rs ' o rg a n iz a tio n s , leade rsh ip  
which p o in ts  them c o r re c t ly  toward the  
s o lu t io n  to  the  c r i s i s ,  s o c ia lis m .

W hile mass workers o rg a n iz a tio n s  
o fte n  take  a p rog ress ive  stand w ith o u t 
communist le a d e rsh ip , i t  is  o n ly  w ith  
communist le a d e rsh ip , where s o c ia lis m  
is  ra ise d  as the o b je c t iv e ,  th a t  mass 

w orke rs ' o rg a n iz a tio n s  become re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  mass o rg a n iz a tio n s .

Communists do no t b u i ld  the mass 
movement, the  o b je c t iv e  c o n d it io n s  o f 
c a p ita l do th a t  We seek to  lead i t  
Leadership means p o in t in g  ou t the  f i ­
nal aims o f the  movement, combating 
bowing to  the spontaneous trade  union 
le a d e rsh ip , d e fe a tin g  the bourgeois 
labo r a r is to c ra c y  and tra d e  union 
bureaucra ts  I t  means w inn ing  the 
advanced to  communist.

W inning the advanced to'communism 
cannot be separated from th e  task  o f 
lead ing  the  workers movement as a 
w h o le -le a d e rsh ip  which p o in ts  to  the 
aim o f the  movement. S o c ia lism  is  
no t ju s t  fo r  advanced e lem ents, bu t 
must become the  aim o f the broad mass­
es o f w o rke rs , advanced and in term e­
d ia te

2.  N a t i o n a l  M o v e m e n t
The n a tio n a l movements in th e  U S . ,  

and p a r t ic u la r ly  the  B lack n a tio n a l 
movement, a re  a component p a r t  o f  the
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w orking  c la ss  s tru g g le  a g a in s t the  
U S. Im p e r ia l is t  b o u rg e o is ie  The 
B lack n a tio n a l movement is  in  essence 
a c la ss  s t ru g g le ,  the  s tru g g le  o f 
the  masses o f  oppressed B lack people 
a g a in s t the  b o u rg e o is ie  o f the  oppres­
so r n a t io n . For th is  reason, the  
Black n a tio n a l movement is  the strong­
e s t, c losest, most revo lu tionary  a l ly  
o f  -the working class movement in  the 
U.S

The u n ity  o f these two movements 
is  ind ispensaD le to  the fo rm a tion  o f 
a genuine vanguard communist p a r ty ,  
and to  v ic to r y  in ove rth row ing  our 
oppressor U n ity  must be rooted in 
the r ig h t  o f the  B lack N ation to  s e l f -  
d e te rm in a tio n  and more g e n e ra lly ,  in  a 
c o r re c t  p o l i t i c a l  l in e  on the n a tio n ­
a l q u e s tio n . As communists, we must 
b u i ld  the  u n ity  o f the  m u lt i-n a t io n a l 
w ork ing c la ss  by uphold ing the  r ig h t  
o f th e  B lack N ation to  s e lf -d e te rm in ­
a tio n  up to  and in c lu d in g  secess ion , 
by g iv in g  concre te  programmatic con­
te n t  to  th a t  r ig h t

The OL, to  i t s  c r e d i t ,  has h is ­
t o r i c a l l y  upheld the  r ig h t  o f s e l f -  
d e te rm in a tio n  fo r  the  B lack N a tio n , 
and f u l l  dem ocratic  r ig h ts  fo r  a l l  
B la cks , th roughou t the  U S But i t  
does so in  form only ,  w hile  d is to r t ­
ing  o r om itting  e n t ire ly  the necessary 
content o f  these demands The re s u lt  
is  th a t th e ir  proclamations remain 
enpty phrases, w ithout m ate ria l con­
te n t. They are incapable o f  g iv ing  
leadership to  the m u lti-n a tio n a l work­
ing  c lass, promoting n e ith e r i t s  un ity  
nor fu rth e rin g  i t s  in te rn a t io n a lis t  
stand

The OL is  incapable o f g iv in g  con­
c re te  program m atic co n te n t to  the s lo ­
gan o f the  r ig h t  o f  s e lf-d e te rm in a t io n  
because i t  bases i t s  suppo rt o f th is  
slogan on sen tim en t ra th e r  than a 
m a te r ia l is t  understand ing o f the  ob­
je c t iv e  m a te ria l bases o f the  oppres­
s ion  o f the  B lack N ation The OL 
confuses the m a te ria l bas is  o f th is  
oppression w ith  i t s  m a n ife s ta tio n s  
because o f a d is to r te d  grasp o f  the  
h is to r y  and development o f the  B lack 
N ation

In the pam phlet, "F o r Working 
Class U n ity  and B lack L ib e ra t io n " ,  
the  OL o u t l in e s  the  h is to r y  o f B lack 
people in the  U S from the  p e rio d  o f 
s la v e ry  to  the  p resen t day The f o r ­
m ation o f the B lack N ation took  p la ce ,

" . du ring  th is  350 year p e rio d  o f 
s la v e ry , C iv i l  War, and R econstruc­
t io n ,  as w e ll as c a p i t a l i s t  deve l­
opment in the  South . " (p 9)

The pamphlet goes on to  say th a t ,
"  i t  was in  the  B lack B e lt  area 
o f the  South, e s p e c ia lly  du rin g  
the  pe riod  preced ing the  C iv i l  War 
and du ring  R e co n s tru c tio n , th a t  
the  B lack N ation developed a co­
h e s ive , in te rn a l c la ss  s t ru c tu re  
{ common economic l i f e ) .  . "  ( p 8) 

The B lack N a tio n , accord ing  to  OL, 
was formed over a 350 year p e r io d , 
and the "common economic l i f e "  (which 
the  OL in c o r re c t ly  l im i ts  to  the  f o r ­
m ation o f c la sse s ) necessary to  na­
t io n a l u n if ic a t io n  came about du ring  
a narrow er p e rio d  encompassing both 
the  pre and pos t C iv i l  War p e r io d * .

A c o r re c t  understand ing o f the  h is ­
to r y  o f  the  B lack peop les ' opp ress ion , 
the  p e c u l ia r i t y  o f th e  c o n tra d ic t io n s  
between the  oppressed and oppressor is

re q u ire d  in o rd e r to  grasp th e  m ateria l 
basis  f o r  the  oppression o f  th e  B-lack 
N a tion , th e re  is  no o th e r  way to  Under­
stand the  q u a lita t iv e  d iffe ren ce  between 
the  n a tio n a l oppression o f  th e  B lack 
N ation  and th e  e x p lo i ta t io n  and oppres­
s ion  o f th e  m u lt i-n a t io n a l w ork ing  c lass  
as a whole

The OL holds th a t  c a p ita lis m  is  the  
bas is  o f n a tio n a l o p p ress ion , th a t ,

" .  the  very na tu re  o f im p e ria lism  
rega rd ing  oppressed n a tio n s  is  to  
c o n t in u a lly  a s s a u lt them, c u l t u r a l ly ,  
e co n o m ica lly , and p o l i t i c a l l y . "
(The C a l l . O ctober, 1975, p. I I )

More s p e c i f ic a l ly ,  the  bas is  o f n a tio n a l 
o pp ress ion , " th e  ro o t o f s la v e ry  ( i . e  , 
n a tio n a l opp ress ion ) is  found ift 
income d is t r ib u t io n ,  p o lic e  rep ress ­
io n , hous ing , e d u ca tio n , h e a lth  ca re , 
employment and u n io n iz a tio n  and in 
the sp e c ia l oppression o f  A fro -A m e ri­
can women "  (The C a ll O ctober. 1975. 
p. I I  )

What the  OL c a l ls  p a r t ic u la r  "roots"  
o f  n a tio n a l oppression are m  fa c t  the 
conditions o f  th a t oppression, the 
d if fe re n t  ways in  which n a tio n a l pppres 
8ion manifests i t s  v icious and gro­
tesque p r o f i le .  The October League 
f a i ls  to id e n t ify  and exp la in  the bases 
o f  the oppression o f  the Black Nation, 
due to th e ir  d is to rtio n  o f  h is to ry .

The Cl s ta ted  th a t there are two 
bases fo r  the oppression o f  the Black 
Nation. The f i r s t  is  the  contro l o f  
the land  o f the  B lack N ation in  the 
hands o f the  dominant b o u rg e o is ie  
The second b a s is , f lo w in g  o u t o f the  
f i r s t ,  is  the  lack o f  s ta te  un ity  o f  
the Black N ation , and the  re s u lt in g  
in a b i l i t y  to  determ ine i t s  own d e s t in y , 
much less c o n d it io n s  o f l i f e .

A genuine understand ing o f these 
two bases o f  oppression comes from an 
in v e s t ig a t io n  o f the  h is to r y  o f the 
B lack N a tion , i t s  development and i t s  
re la t io n s h ip  to  the  oppressor n a tio n  

The B lack N ation  was welded to a e th e r 
d u rin g  th e  R econs truc tion  yea rs , and 
s p e c i f ic a l ly  by the  fa i lu r e  o f the  
a g ra ria n  re v o lu t io n  in the  South, 
which would have b rought c o n tro l o f the  
land to  B lack people The r ig h t  to  own 
p ro p e rty  has long been th e  bas is  fo r  
the  e xe rc ise  o f dem ocratic  r ig h ts ,  the 
fa i lu r e  o f the  a g ra r ia n  re v o lu t io n ,  and 
the  re s u lt in g  c o n tro l o f the  land o f 
the  B lack B e lt  by N orthern in d u s t r ia l ­
is ts  and f in a n c ie rs ,  cemented the B lack 
N ation to g e th e r , and began the long 
h is to ry  o f oppression o f the  B lack 
N a tio n .

The OL's fa i lu r e  to  understand the 
h is to r y  and development o f the  B lack 
N ation re s u lts  in a d is to r t io n  o f the  
bases fo r ,  and e x te n t o f ,  the u n ity  
e x is t in g  in the m u lt i-n a t io n a l w orking 
c lass  Because they have confused the 
basis o f  the oppression o f  the Black 
Nation w ith  i t s  m anifestations, the OL 
denies what d isun ity  o b je c tiv e ly  e x is ts , 
and exaggerates the un ity  th a t has been 
won. The shallowness o f OL's h i s t o r i ­
ca l p re s e n ta tio n  leads them to  g loss 
ove r th e  se pa ra tions  in  the  w orking 
c la ss  re s u lt in g  from the oppress ion  o f 
the  B lack N a tio n , and to  m in im ize i t s  
depth and s ig n if ic a n c e

The u n ity  o f which the  OL speaks is  
a t t r ib u te d  la rg e ly  to  the  p ro le ta r ia n ­
iz a t io n  o f  a la rge  number o f B lack peo­
p le  s in ce  World War I In th is  way, 
the  OL s u b s t itu te s  spontaneous u n ity  
fo r  conscious u n ity  between workers 
o f d i f f e r e n t  n a t io n a l i t ie s .  Even th is  
b a s is  fo r  u n ity  is  s e r io u s ly  o ve re s tim ­
ated by the  OL (Cont p 20)
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I t  is  obvious from the m a te r ia l  fa c ts  
below th a t  the  growing i n d u s t r i a l i z a t io n  
o f  the  South has not re s u l te d  in  a s ig ­
n i f i c a n t  d e c l in e  in the  volume o r  im­
portance o f  Southern a g r ic u l t u r e

"The South con ta ins  o n e -h a l f  o f  the  
c o u n try 's  land which is  a rab le  f o r  
s i x  months o f  the yea r,  tw o - th i rd s  
o f  the  land having more than 40 inch­
es i f  r a i n f a l l  annua lly  I t  has 
abundant resources O i l ,  n a tu ra l  
gas, l im estone, and waterpower, and 
possesses 40$ o f  th e  n a t io n 's  
fo re s ts  More than o n e - th i rd  o f  
the  n a t io n 's  good farms are in the  
South. H a lf  o f  the n a t io n s '  marble 
o u tpu t comes from t h i s  s e c t io n ,  97$ 
o f  i t s  phosphates, 99$ o f  i t s  s u l ­
phur, and tw o - th i rd s  o f  i t s  crude 
o i l  I t  is  a s e c t io n  which leads 
the w or ld  in the p roduc t ion  o f  
c o t to n ,  tobacco, and corn "
(Haywood, NEGRO LIBERATION, p 66 ) 

Nonetheless, the  in d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  
the  South has led to  (and p a r t i a l l y  re ­
s u l te d  from) a massive s h i f t  in  the  pop­
u la t io n  o f  the  Black Nation from ru ra l  
t o  urban lo ca t io n s  and occupations To 
an e x te n t  and w i th  a pace p a ra l le le d  
by few o th e r  examples, a la rge p ropor­
t i o n  o f  the members o f  the  Black Nation 
have, through m ig ra t io n s ,  become pro­
le ta r ia n s  The 0L du ly  records t h i s  
f a c t ,  f u r t h e r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  s h i f t  
has had a "pro found e f f e c t  on the char­
a c te r  o f  the  n a t io n a l  ques t ion  "
(For Working Class U n ity  and B lack L ib ­
e ra t io n  . p 18 )

Th is  e f f e c t  has been e x h ib i te d ,  
accord ing  to  the  0L, in the  " f i g h t i n g  
s p i r i t - o f  Blacks (be ing ) c a r r ie d  
over in to  the  working c la s s . "

( i b i d ,  p. 10), and in the  growth o f  
u n i ty  among p ro le ta r ia n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
n a t i o n a l i t i e s  faced w ith  s im i l a r  cond i­
t io n s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  e x p lo i t a t i o n .  Those 
members o f  the  B lack Nation who remain 
in ru ra l  occupations and c la sse s ,  the  
0L s ta te s ,  are s t i l l  the  v ic t im s  o f  the 
remnants o f  feudal forms o f  e x p lo i t a ­
t io n  and oppression as evidenced by 
sha re -c ropp ing , "J im  Crow" and o v e ra l l  
oppression and e x p lo i t a t io n  ( i b i d ,  
pp 6 -7 ) However, because the p ro le ­
t a r i a t  is  the  most re v o lu t io n a ry  c lass  
o f  the  Black N a t ion , they must lead the 
B lack l ib e r a t io n  s t ru g g le s  From th is  
b a s is ,  the  0L goes on to  e la b o ra te  the 
ro le  o f  the  B lack p r o l e t a r i a t  in the 
B lack un ited  f r o n t ,  in b u i ld in g  the 
u n i ty  o f  the  m u l t i - n a t io n a l  working 
c la s s ,  and in r e la t io n  t o  the  pa r ty  

The MLOC agrees th a t  the  Black pro­
l e t a r i a t  is  the  most c o n s is te n t ly  revo­
lu t io n a ry  c lass  in the  Black N ation , 
by v i r t u e  o f  i t s  r e la t io n  t o  the mode 
o f  p roduc t ion  We a ls o  agree th a t  the 
leadersh ip  o f  the B lack p r o le t a r i a t  in 
the  Black l ib e r a t io n  movement and the 
s o c i a l i s t  working c lass  movement is  im­
p e ra t iv e  f o r  the v ic t o r y  o f  re v o lu t io n  
However, we must p o in t  ou t t h a t  the OL 
has made some serious e rro rs  m  i t s  
trea tm en t o f  the p r o le ta r ia n iz a t io n  o f  
the masses o f  fo rm erly  r u r a l  B lack  
p easan try , and o f  the u n ity  which is  
a lle g e d  to  have re s u lte d  from thzs  
development

The OL, by f a i l i n g  to  be more e x p l i ­
c i t  about the s h i f t  o f  a large p a r t  o f  
the  B lack popu la t ion  from the  peasant 
c lass  t o  the  p r o le t a r i a t ,  neg lec ts  ex­
p la in in g  th a t  the c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f  
p roduc t ion  in the South, is  supenm - 
posed on the p r e - e x is t in g  sem i-feuda l 
mode o f  p roduc t ion  the re  That remnants 
o f  the sem i-feuda l mode o f  p roduct ion  
s t i l l  e x i s t  in the South is  obvious in 
even a s u p e r f i c ia l  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  pa t­
te rn s  o f  land ownership, sha re -c ropp ing , 
peonage, c r e d i t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s o c ia l  
p ra c t ic e s  o f  "J im  Crow", seg rega t ion , 
lynch ing , c o n v ic t  leas ing , e tc  What 
the OL f a i I s  to  n o t ic e ,  a p p a re n t ly ,  is 
th a t  these remnants, c a r e fu l l y  fos te red  
by the oppressor w h ite  b o u rg e o is ie ,  
are r e f le c te d  in the  c a p i t a l i s t  mode 
o f  p roduc t ion  as w e l l ,  in the forms 
o f  wage d i f f e r e n t i a l s ,  l im i t a t i o n  o f  
Blacks to  c e r ta in  types o f  jo b s ,  d isen ­
franchisem ent from v o t in g  r i g h t s ,  ex­
c lu s io n  o f  Blacks from un ions, e tc

These remnants c o n t r ib u te  s i g n i f i c a n t ­
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ly  t o  the  n a t io n a l  oppress ion o f  Blacks 
and the d is u n i t y  o f  the m u l t in a t io n a l  
work ing c lass

In  f a c t ,  the OL by om zttzng any 
thorough dzscusszcn o f  the m a te r ia l  
bases o f  n a tzo n a l oppression and o f  the  
s e m i-fe u d a l mode o f  p ro d u ctio n , im p lies  
th a t  th is  mode o f  p ro d u ctio n  has been 
e ra s e d o v e rc o m e , done away w ith , by 
the entrance o f  a la rg e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  
the B lack peasantry in to  the p r o le ta r ­
i a t  And fu r th e r ,  th a t  the fu s io n  o f  
the w orking c lass and n a t io n a l movements 
has been ensured by th is  s h i f t .

This is  n o t the case, and never w i l l  
be the case under im p e ria lis m  The 
remnants o f  a s e m i-fe u d a l mode o f  p ro ­
duction  m  the Black B e l t  South, the  
South as a whole, and r e f le c te d  m  the  
s p e c ia l oppression o f  the B lack n a tio n ­
a l  m in o r ity , must be overthrown by 
re v o lu t io n . They w i l l  never m e lt away 
o f  t h e i r  own accord, o r  because o f  the  
needs and development o f  U S. im p e r ia l­
ism

The f a i l u r e  o f  the  ag ra r ian  re v o lu ­
t io n  and o f  R econstruc t ion  as a whole, 
cemented the pe rpe tua t io n  o f  t h i s  semi- 
feudal mode o f  p ro d u c t io n ,  and a l l  o f  
i t s  a t te n d a n t h o r ro rs .  Nothing less 
than re v o lu t io n  w i l l  des troy  t h i s .  Once 
aga in ,  i t  is  the  OL's f a i l u r e  to  grasp 
th e  bases o f  the  n a t io n a l  oppression in 
the  f a i l u r e  o f  the  ag ra r ia n  re v o lu t io n ,  
t h a t  leads to  i t s  o th e r  e r r o r s ,  namely 
i t s  o v e r -e s t im a t io n  o f  the  e x te n t  o f  the 
spontaneous u n i ty  o f  the m u l t i - n a t io n a l  
work ing c lass

This r i g h t  e r r o r  r e f l e c t s  the  under­
ly in g  b e l i e f  t h a t  " r e v o lu t io n  ( i s )  a 
s imple e v o lu t io n a ry  process, (a) t o t a l ­
i t y  o f  reforms " (Foto Cami, A lban ia  
Today, January 8, 1973, p 20 ) This 
p o s i t io n ,  which a r is e s  from OL's omis­
s io n s ,  as much from i t s  p roc lam a t ions , 
one -s ided ly  a b so lu t ize s  the  o b je c t iv e  
f a c to r ,  th a t  is  the e v o lu t io n  o f  c a p i t ­
a l ism , and re s u l ts  in l iq u id a t in g  the 
need f o r  r e v o lu t io n  to  overthrow the 
sem i- feuda l mode o f  p roduc t ion  in the 
Black Nation and the South as a whole

The MLOC p o s i t io n  in no way denies 
o r  b e l i t t l e s  t h a t  the  p r o le ta r ia n iz a ­
t io n  o f  masses o f  B lack people has in ­
deed had a "profound e f f e c t "  on the 
Black N a tion , a lthough we do not agree 
w ith  the 0L th a t  i t  has had such an 
e f f e c t  on the n a t io n a l  ques t ion  i t s e l f  
That profound e f f e c t  has no t e rad ica ted  
the sem i-feuda l na ture  o f  the e x p lo i t a ­
t io n  o f  both the  B lack p r o l e t a r i a t  and 
peasantry The c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f  pro­
duc t ion  has been super-imposed on the 
e x is t in g  sem i- feuda l mode, i t  is  t h i s  
s u p e r - im p o s i t io n ,  t h i s  double e x p lo i t a ­
t i o n ,  which has aggravated ra th e r  than 
so lved the B'lack N ationa l Question in  
t h i s  coun try

The p r o le t a r ia n iz a t io n  o f  a large 
se c t io n  o f  the  Black peasantry has had 
the e f f e c t  o f  b r in g in g  in to  being th a t  
c la s s ,  the  B lack p r o l e t a r i a t ,  which o f  
a l l  the  c lasses in the  B lack N ation , 
is  the on ly  c lass  in h i s t o r y ,  which 
when consc ious ly  u n i te d ,  and merged 
w ith  the  re s t  o f  the  work ing c lass  in 
the  U S  , wi11 be ab le  t o  end the semi- 
feudal and c a p i t a l i s t  e x p lo i t a t io n  o f  
the B lack Nation

In  summation, the OL's r ig h t  oppor­
tunism on th is  s u b je c t is  based in  t h e i r  
f a i lu r e  to  grasp f ir m ly  the m a te r ia l  
bases o f  the oppression o f  the Black  
N ation  These e rro rs  are  the fo llo w in g
1 The one-s ided a b s o lu t iz a t io n  o f  the  
o b je c t iv e  f a c to r ,  r e f le c te d  in the  p o s i ­
t i o n  t h a t  the  sem i-feuda l c h a ra c te r  o f  
the  mode o f  p roduc t ion  in the  South has 
somehow d isso lved  peaceably from the 
fo rce  o f  the movement o f  B lacks from 
ru ra l  t o  in d u s t r ia l  occupations This 
one-sidedness is  the id e o lo g ic a l  source 
o f  s u b je c t iv is m  and r e f le c t s  a vu lg a r  
m a t e r ia l i s t  view o f  o b je c t iv e  r e a l i t y
2 The r e s u l ta n t  b lu r r i n g  o f  the  d i s t i n c ­
t io n  between re form  and re v o lu t io n ,  and 
the ro le  each p lays in s o c ia l  change
3 The c o n s is te n t  b e l i t t l i n g  o f  the  
s u b je c t iv e  f a c to r ,  t h a t  i s ,  the  need 
f o r  r e v o lu t io n ,  led by a vanguard p a r ty  
and armed w ith  the  science o f  Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Tsetunq Thought, t o  ovei 
throw the e x p lo i t a t io n  and oppression o f  
the Black Nation by the dominant imper­

i a l i s t  bou rgeo is ie  This b e l i t t l i n g  
is  r e f le c te d  in the  OL's under-esti(na­
t i o n  and dow nright negation  o f  the  need 
f o r  conscious fu s io n  o f  the  work ing 
c lass  and na t io n a l movements.

F a i lu re  to  c o r r e c t l y  understand the 
e x is t i n g  sepa ra t ion  between the  workers 
and n a t io n a l  movements is  n a tu r a l l y  re ­
f le c te d  in the  OL's p o s i t io n  on the  
r i g h t  o f  the  Black Nation t o  s e l f - d e t e r ­
m ina t ion  and o f  a l l  B lack people to  f u l l  
dem ocratic  r ig h ts

The OL's demand f o r  the  r i g h t  o f  the  
Black Nation t o  s e l f - d e te rm in a t io n  is  
re v o lu t io n a ry  in fo rm , b u t  no t in con­
te n t  Th is  has no th ing  to  do w i th  the  
slogan i t s e l f ,  which is  rendered re v o lu ­
t io n a r y  by the  con ten t i t  is  g iven 
The 0L f a i l s  to  g ive  the  demand f o r  the 
r i g h t  o f  the Black Nation t o  s e l f - d e ­
te rm in a t io n  any con ten t a t  a l l  Th is is

a r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  to  grasp 
the  m a te r ia l  bases o f  n a t io n a l  oppres­
s ion o f  B lack people as discussed pre ­
v io u s ly .  Because the 0L does n o t  grasp 
the  e x te n t  and depth , the  h i s t o r y  o f 
n a t io n a l  oppression o f  B lacks , they 
cannot understand the  equal e x te n t  and 
depth o f  d is u n i t y  among d i f f e r e n t  na­
t i o n a l i t i e s  o f  the  m u l t i - n a t io n a l  U S 
work ing c la s s ,  and th e re fo re  the  0L 
does n o t  grasp the extreme importance 
o f  uphold ing and g iv in g  m a te r ia l  con ten t 
to  the r i g h t  o f  the B lack Nation to  
s e l f - d e te rm in a t io n  The 0L o ve r-es t im a ­
tes  the  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  the  p r o le t a r ­
ia n iz a t io n  o f  a percentage o f  the  
B lack p o p u la t ion  in the  B lack N a tion , 
they a lso  ove r-e s t im a te  the u n i ty  
spontaneously generated by t h a t  pro­
cess

I t  i s  on the b as is  o f  upholding th is  
demand f o r  the r ig h t  to  s e lf -d e te rm in ­
a t io n , g iv in g  i t  con ten t and f ig h t in g  
f o r  i t s  im plem entation , th a t  r e a l ,  con­
c r e te , and conscious u n ity  can be b u i l t  
in  the U.S m u lt i-n a t io n a l working  
c la s s . The OL's b e l i t t l i n g  o f  the sub­
j e c t i v e  f a c to r ,  the  necess ity  f o r  th a t  
conscious u n i ty  , is  r e f le c te d  in th a t  
o r g a n iz a t io n 's  f a i l u r e  t o  g ive  co n te n t ,  
programmatic and rea l con ten t t o  the  
demand f o r  s e l f - d e te rm in a t io n  Because 
the OL f a i I s  t o  g ive  any , l e t  a lone 
re v o lu t io n a ry  con ten t to  t h i s  demand , 
and they subsequently f a l l  down on 
t h e i r  p r o le ta r ia n  duty to  uphold and 
f i g h t  f o r  the r i g h t  o f  the  B lack Nation 
t o  s e l f - d e te r m in a t io n ,  in con ten t as 
w e l l  as form Th is  re s u l ts  in the  0L up­
h o ld ing  t h i s  r i g h t  ,so v i t a l  t o  the  
u n i ty  o f  the  m u l t i - n a t io n a l  work inq 
c la s s ,  on th e  bas is  o f  sen t im en t a lone , 
ra th e r  than on the s o l i d  foundation  
o f  o b je c t iv e  m a te r ia l  r e a l i t y

STAND ON SECESSION
OL's stand on secession  is  a lso  a 

c le a r  example o f  the  f a i l u r e  o f  0L to  
grasp the  m a te r ia l  bases o f  the  oppres­
s ion  o f  th e  B lack  Nation The 0L s ta tes  
t h a t  "w h i le  suppo rt ing  the r i g h t  o f  
the  Black n a t io n ( s ic )  to  s e l f - d e t e r ­
m ina t ion  we, a t  t h i s  t im e ,  oppose se­
cession "  (FOR WORKING CLASS UNITY AND 
BLACK LIBERATION, p 1 5 ) .Those who c a l l  
f o r  secession a t  t h i s  t im e are seen as 
bourgeois n a t io n a l i s t s  by the  0L 

The MLOC agrees w i th  the  OL th a t  
communists are no t o b l ig e d  t o support 
every movement f o r  secession under 
any c ircum stances, " f o r  the re  is  not 
on ly  a n a t io n a l  r e v o lu t io n a ry ,  but 
a lso  a re a c t io n a ry  Negro separa tism  " 
(C0MMUNI ST INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTION, 

1930, UNITE', V o l . 1 ,No 1,p 16) How­
e ve r ,  i t  is in c o r re c t  f o r  the  0L to  
a c t i v e ly  oppose secession o f  th e  Black 
Nation a t  t h i s  t ime As the  Comintern 
R eso lu t ion  o f  1930 s ta te d ,

"As long as c a p i ta l is m  ru le s  in the  
U S , the  communists cannot come 
o u t  a g a in s t  governmental sepa ra t ion  
o f  th e  Negro zone from the U S 
They ( the  communists) recognize 
t h a t  t h i s  sepa ra t ion  from the imper­
i a l i s t  U S would be p re fe ra b le  
from the s ta n d p o in t  o f  the  n a t io n a l 
in te re s ts  o f  the  Negro p o p u la t io n ,  
t o  t h e i r  p resent oppressed s ta te ,  
and th e r e fo r e ,  the  communists are 
ready a t  any t im e t o  o f f e r  a l l  t h e i r  
suppo rt i f  o n ly  the  working masses 
o f  the  Negro p o p u la t ion  are ready to
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take up the struggle fo r governmen­
ta l separation of the Black B e lt."  
(our emphasis) ( UNITE! ,Vol1,No.1,
p. 16)
The essential e rro r is to rob the 

rig h t of self-determ ination of its  
heart, th a t is , of the righ t to se­
cession, by separating the two and 
counterposing them to one another in­
correctly . Secession is one of the 
choices aval table to the Black Nation 
in its  exercise of self-determ ination, 
to oppose th is  right is to deny the 
Black Nation of one of its  options .
This negates the essence of the rig h t 
to  self-determ ination, and re flec ts  
the class stand of imperialism

Further, the OL opposes secession 
of the Black Nation on the grounds 
th a t i t  would disrupt the growing 
unity among Black and white workers.
( FOR WORKING CLASS UNITY AND BLACK 
LIBERATION,p 15) Logically then, th is  
unity is not one which is based on 
the rig h t to secession

This position constitutes national 
chauvinism. I t  places the oppressed 
Black Nation on an unequal footing 
with the oppressor nation, denies the 
Stack Nation one of the rights of 
nationhood, and yet expects that unity 
w ill be but I t  on the basis of th is  
inequality .

The O L 's  p o s i t i o n  in p r a c t i c e  on 
th e  s t r u g g le  f o r  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  
r e f l e c t s  th e  same c la s s  s ta n d ,  t h a t  
o f  th e  o p p re s s o r  b o u rg e o is ie  By 
f a i l i n g  t o  l i n k  th e  s t r u g g le  f o r  demo­
c r a t i c  r i g h t s  t o  th e  r i g h t  o f  s e l f -  
d e te rm in a t io n  and the  r e c o g n i t io n  o f  
th e  b a s is  o f  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  in  land 
ow n e rsh ip ,  th e  OL condemns t h a t  s t r u g ­
g le  t o  re fo rm ism

The OL s ta te s  t h a t  " n a t io n a l  op­
p re s s io n  o r  ( th e )  v i o l a t i o n  o f  b a s ic  
d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s "  ( The C a l l ,  O c to b e r ,  
1975, p. I I )  is  l in k e d  t o  th e  im p e r ia l ­
i s t  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e  w o r ld  and th e  sub­
j u g a t io n  o f  some n a t io n s  t o  th e  c o n t ro l  
o f  o th e rs  The essence o f  OL's p o s i ­
t i o n  on d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  is  t h a t  
" th e  f i g h t  f o r  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  i s  fo r  
f o r  e q u a l i t y  and d e m o c ra t iz a t io n  o f  
s o c ie t y  in g e n e ra l "  ( The C a l l , January 
1975, p 15) C e r ta in  p rogram m atic  
demands stem from  th e  OL p o s i t i o n  on 
d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  These in c lu d e  re ­
g io n a l  autonomy o r  s e l f - r u l e  f o r  areas 
o f  h ig h ly  c o n c e n tra te d  B la ck  p o p u la ­
t i o n  o u ts id e  o f  th e  B la c k  N a t ion  in 
th e  B lack  B e l t  Sou th , programs t o  e l im ­
in a te  poo r  h o us ing  and h e a l th  c o n d i ­
t i o n s ,  an end t o  g e r rym a n d e r in g ,  o r  
th e  fo rm a l d i v i s i o n  o f  areas o f  B la ck  
p o p u la t io n  i n t o  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  
t h a t  negate B la ck  m a jo r i t y  in  those  
d i s t r i c t s ,  and f u l l  and adequate r e ­
p r e s e n ta t io n  on th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  
g o v e rn in g  b o d ie s  under s o c ia l i s m  
(The_CaJ_^, O c to b e r ,  1975, p 10)

The c a l l  f o r  e q u a l i t y ,  th e  e q u a t io n  
o f  d e m o c ra t ic  r i g h t s  w i th  fo rm a l e q u a l ­
i t y  in  v a r io u s  f i e l d s  f o r  th e  oppressed 
peop les in s id e  and o u ts id e  o f  th e  B lack  
N a t io n  is  j u s t  n o t  enough E q u a l i t y  
in a b o u rg e o is  s t a t e ,  in a c la s s  s o c ie t y ,  
is  n o t  e q u a l i t y  a t  a l l ,  as th e  h i s t o r i c  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  "s e p a ra te  b u t  e q u a l"  
s c h o o l in g  f o r  B lacks  has proved I t  is  
necessary  t o  c a l l  and work f o r  spec­
i a l  demands f o r  th e  oppressed B lack  
N a t ion  and n a t io n a l  m in o r i t y  
(and f o r  o t h e r  oppressed n a t io n s  and 
n a t io n a l  m in o r i t i e s  in  th e  U S . )  vn o r ­
d e r to  ensu re  the  achvevem ent o f  e q u a l 
r ig h t s  As L em n  s ta te  vn " The Questvon  
o f  N a t io n a l i t ie s  o r  A u tonom vza tvon" ,  

"T h a t vs why v n te m a tv o n a lv s m  on th e  
p a r t  o f  o p p re sso rs  o r  " g r e a t "  n a tvons  
as th e y  a re  c a l le d  (th o u g h  th e y  a re  
g re a t  o n ly  vn th e v r  v v o le n c e , o n ly  
g re a t  as D erzhvm ordas) ,  m ust c o n s v s t 
n o t  o n ly  o f  th e  observance  o f  the  
fo rm a l e q u a lv ty  o f  n a tvo n s  b u t  even 
vn an v n e q u a lv ty  o f  th e  o p p re s s o r  
n a t io n ,  th e  g re a t  n a t io n ,  th a t  must 
make up f o r  th e  v n e q u a lv ty  whvch ob- 
ta vns  vn  a c tu a l p ra c tv a e  Anybody 
who does n o t u n d e rs ta n d  t h is  has n o t  
g rasped  th e  r e a l  p r o le ta r ia n  a t tv tu d e  
to  th e  n a tv o n a l q u e s t io n ,  he vs s t v l l  
e s s e n tv a l ly  p e t ty  hourgeovs vn hvs  
p o v n t o f  vvew and v s , th e r e fo r e ,  s u re  
to  descend to  the  hourgeovs p o v n t o f

v v e w ."  Lenvn, QUESTIONS OF NATIONAL
POLICE AND PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONAL­
ISM, p 167.
This b r ie f summation shows that the 

OL in fac t liquidates the rig h t to s e lf -  
determination (by fa ilin g  to  give that 
demand programmatic content and by th e ir  
stand on secession), and the struggle 
fo r democratic rights (by condemning 
that struggle to reformism)

An example of th is  position put into  
practice can be seen in the OL's tre a t  
ment of the Joann L it t le  case This 
case, and others, challenge communists 
to explain and expose explo itation  and 
oppression of the Black Nation, and its  
material bases. I t  is imperative for  
genuine Marxist-Lenim sts to  link such 
cases of c lear national oppression to  
the demand for self-determ ination as 
was done in the case of the Scottsboro 
Boys in the 1930's The OL did not 
meet th is  challenge In th e ir  August 
1975 issue of The C a ll , the OL states 
th a t "The Joann L it t le  case provides a 
chance to expose the real rac is t nature 
of the c a p ita lis t system as well as its  
oppression of women." (p 9) Nowhere 
does the OL s c ie n tif ic a lly  t ie  th is  case 
to the rig h t of the Black Nation to  
self-determ ination The only reference 
to th is  r ig h t, in fa c t, is the OL's ex­
posure of the CPUSA and the SWP for  
" abandoning the revolutionary strug­
gle of the Afro-American people for 
th e ir  democratic rights and the righ t 
of self-determ ination " (p 9) The OL 
is g u ilty  of th is  same erro r The Cal I 
attacks the "rac is t nature" of the cap­
i t a l is t  system without linking racism 
to the material national oppression of 
Black people To rant against the 
ideology of racism without attacking  
its  roots in material re a lity , is the 
same as surrendering to the bourgeois 
ideology th a t race or skin color is the 
basis of oppression, not national dis­
tin c tio n  and oppression

The OL's s ta n d  on th e  q u e s t io n  o f  
n a t io n a l  movements is  p e t t y  b o u rg e o is  
l i b e r a l i s m ,  r e s u l t i n g  from  t h a t  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n ' s  la ck  o f  g rasp  o f  th e  n a tu re  
o f  im p e r ia l is m  The OL imagines t h a t  
th e  development o f  im p e r ia l is m  can 
p e a c e fu l l y  e rase  th e  s e m i- fe u d a l  b a s is  
o f  th e  o p p re ss io n  o f  the  B la ck  N a t ion  
T h is  r e s u l t s  in OL t a k in g  the  c la s s  
s tand  o f  th e  o p p re s s o r  b o u r g e o is ie ,  o f  
n e g a t in g  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  the  r e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  o v e r th ro w  o f  the  b o u rg e o is  d i c ­
t a t o r s h ip

The OL's v ie w p o in t  r e f l e c t s  id e a l is m ,  
t h e i r  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y ,  and t h e i r  
f a i l u r e  t o  unders tand  im p e r ia l is m ,  r e ­
s u l t  in  OL's b a s in g  i t s  r e c o g n i t io n  and 
s u p p o r t  o f  th e  oppressed B la ck  N a t ion  
on s e n t im e n t ,  r a t h e r  than  o b je c t i v e  ma­
t e r i a l  r e a l i t y  OL's p o s i t i o n  on se­
c e s s io n ,  which re v is e s  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  
e xp e r ie n c e  o f  th e  in t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o le ­
t a r i a t ,  is  based on OL's ideas r a t h e r  than 

M arx ism -Len in ism -M ao Tsetung Thought
F i n a l l y ,  The OL's method is  v u lg a r  

m echanica l m a te r ia l i s m ,  as opposed t o  
d i a l e c t i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  m a te r ia l is m  
T h is  is  r e f l e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  in th e  OL's 
d e n ia l  o f  th e  m o t io n ,  th e  development 
o f  the  B la c k  N a t io n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e  
s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  w i th  which th e y  address 
th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  fo rm a­
t i o n  o f  th e  B la ck  N a t io n ,  t h e i r  p o s i ­
t i o n  on th e  " e v o lu t i o n "  o f  s e m i- fe u d a l  
i n t o  c a p i t a l i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  the  
B lack  N a t io n ,  wh ich c l e a r l y  den ies the  
n e c e s s i ty  f o r  a q u a l i t a t i v e  leap t o  
o c c u r  f o r  such a t r a n s fo r m a t io n  t o  be 
a r e a l i t y ,  th e  OL's m echanica l v iew  o f  
th e  e f f e c t s  o f  m ig ra t io n  and o th e r  
p o in ts

T h is  v u lg a r  m a te r ia l i s m ,  which p e r ­
meates th e  e n t i r e  p re s e n ta t io n  o f  the  
q u e s t io n  o f  th e  n a t io n a l  movements, 
f lo w s  f r o n  th e  OL's i d e a l i s t  v ie w p o in t ,  
and c o n s ta n t ly  r e tu rn s  t o  i t  Because 
v u lg a r  m a te r ia l i s m  does n o t  approach 
th e  w o r ld  in  i t s  in te rc o n n e c t io n s  and 
m o t io n ,  th e  p o s i t i o n s  d e r iv e d  from  t h i s  
method o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  are  i n e v i t a b l y  
i d e a l i s t ,  and r e f l e c t  th e  w o r ld  o n ly  
s t a t i c a l l y

W ith t h i s  s ta n d ,  v ie w p o in t ,  and 
method on th e  n a t io n a l  movements, th e  
OL wi11 n o t  make any c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  
much less  lead , th e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t he

genuine unity and fusion of the work­
ing class and national movements nec­
essary for the formation of a genuine 
m ulti-national party in the U S

At the same time we recognize that 
the OL has been able to win over many 
Black M arxist-Lenim sts, and progres­
sive elements into its  ranks. But as 
Lenin stated we must judge an organi­
zation not by its  numbers but by its  
class stand There are d e fin ite  rea- 

' sons for th is  development, in the con­
te x t that the OL has been the only 
national organization which has upheld, 
at least in form, self-determ ination  
fo r the Black Nation, and is the only 
organization with any real work in the 
Black Bejt South In the context of 
the absence of any thorough and correct 
position on the Black National Question 
by other organizations, and in reaction 
to the national chauvinism of the RCP,
USA and the centrism of many others, 
i t  is understandable that many pro­
gressive and revolutionary Blacks 
would be attracted to the OL 

However, the unity the OL offers be­
tween the oppressed Black Nation and 
the m ulti-national p ro le ta ria t is 
s u p e rfic ia l, and unless corrected, wi l l  
not bear the tes t of protracted class 
struggle Based upon sentiment and 
not s c ie n tif ic  socialism, i t  is very 
lik e ly  that the one step forward taken 
by the OL on the Black National Ques­
tion wi l l  become two steps backward, 
as sentiment and morality fa i l  to  
stand the tes t of v io len t class con­
f l i c t ,  and f a i l  to  generate genuine 
m ulti-national unity

4 Conclusion
In the  course o f  t h i s  po lem ic  we have 

examined th e  views o f  th e  October  League 
on a number o f  fundamental  q u e s t i o n s  
t h e  n a tu re  o f  th e  i m p e r i a l i s t  c r i s i s ,  
the  t r a d e  union q u e s t i o n  th e  B lack  
N a t io na l  O u es t io n ,  and o t h e r  issues 
Uhat has t h i s  a n a l / s i s  shown7

The O L's v d e o lo g v c a l Ivn e  a t t e m p ts  t o  
accomodate th e  long te rm  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  th e  s h o r t  te rm in ­
t e r e s t s  o f  th e  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e  w i t h i n  
o u r  movement By b a t t l i n g  a g a in s t  
" u I t r a - l e f t i s m "  and deny ing c o n c r e t e l y  
the  impor tance o f  th e  deve lopment o f  
t h e o r /  -  th e  expe r i en ce  o f  the  p r o l e ­
t a r i a t  -  t r ie i d e o l o g i c a l  s tand o f  the 
OL does n o t  c o n s o l i d a t e  a break w i t h  
bou rgeo is  ideo lo gy  Th is  leads i n ­
e v i t a b l y ,  t o  th e  b e l i t t l i n g  o f  th e  con­
s c iou s  e le ment ,  o f  th e  s u b j e c t i v e  
f a c t o r ,  and o f  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r /  r o l e  
o f  t h e  work i ng  c l a s s  i t s e l f  Th is  
'means q u i t e  i ndependen t ly  o f  whether  
he who b e l i t t l e s  t h a t  r o l e  d e s i r e s  i t  
o r  n o t ,  a s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  the  i n f l u e n c e  
o f  Qourgeois Ideo lo gy  upon the  workers  ' 
Len in ,  I ' lTPD, CW vol  5, p 383)

O L' o rg a n iz a t io n a l l i r e  i s  boo c a l -  
ly  s o c ia l  d e m o c ra tic  t y  r e j e c t i n g  
tne  p a r t y  program as the  qenuine 
bas is  f o r  u n i t / ,  (and t h e r e f o r e  f o r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n )  and Ly r e j e c t i n g  a 
p a r t /  congress as tne  b a s i c  a u t h o r i t y  
f o r  th e  f o rm a t i o n  o f  a p a r t y ,  tn e  OL 
reduces p a r t y  b u i l d i n g  t o  tn e  forma 
t i o n  o f  a ' S t e e r i n g  commi t tee  ' Th is  
bod/  vo u ld  lead what would amount t o  
a c o n f e d e r a t i o n  o f  s m a l l e r  u n i t s ,  due 
t o  the- f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  nave n o t  ween 
d e f i n i t e  l i n e s  o f  demarcat ion  drawn, 
and no a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  the  M a r x i s t  
L e n i n i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  the  s c a f f o l d  
o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  be b u i l t  upon 
Democra t ic  c e n t r a l i s m ,  as th e  g u id i n g  
M a r x i s t  L e n i n i s t  p r i n c i p l e  f o r  p a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f l o w s  f rom c e n t r a l i s m  
(deve loped th rough  u n i t v - s t r u g g I e  
u n i t v )  around p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  A 
vanguard p a r t y  o f  the  type  b u i l t  by 
Lenin and S t a l i n  is based on th e  
" t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  the  power o f  ideas 
i n t o  the  power o f  a u t h o r i t y , '  (Lenin  
quoted in S t a l i n ,  FOUNDATIONS OF 
LENINISM, FLP, 1970)

O L's p o l i t i c a l  l - n e  i s  i d e a l i s t i c  
and l i b e r a l ,  n o t  m a t e r i a l i s t  and pro 
l e t a r i a n

The most im p o r ta n t  t e s t  o f  an 
i d e o l o g i c a l  s tand i s  in p o l i t i c a l  l i n e ,  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  Marxism Len in ism 
Mao Tsetung Thought  t o  s o l v i n g  the

(Cont p 22)
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s t r a t e g i c  and t a c t i c a l  q u e s t io n s  o f  
th e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  The OL b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  a g r e a t  " i d e o l o g i c a l  le a p "  had 
been made, and t h a t  " s i g n  i f  lean  s t e p s "  
have been made in  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  
t h e o r y  and p o l i t i c a l  l i n e

How ever, O L 's  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e ,  by 
r e j e c t i n g  th e  f u s io n  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s '  
and com m un is t movements, by n o t  con ­
s c i o u s l y  and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  i n t r o ­
d u c in g  s o c i a l i s t  id e o lo g y  i n t o  th e  
w o rk in g  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  by f a i l i n g  t o  
o f f e r  c o n c r e te  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c r i s i s  
o f  i m p e r i a l i s m  and th e  B la c k  N a t io n a l  
Q u e s t io n ,  f a i l s  t o  p re p a re  t h e  w o rk ­
in g  c l a s s  m e n t a l l y  and m a t e r i a l l y  f o r  
th e  f i e r c e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e s  w h ich  la y  
ahead

T h is  i s  why we say  t h a t  in  re g a rd  
t o  p a r t y  b u i l d i n g  t h e  OL n e g a te s  th e  
r o l e  o f  th e  c o n s c io u s  f a c t o r  and d e n ie s  
th e  advanced fo rm s  t h a t  th e  w o rk in g  
c l a s s  movement ta k e s  P o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t y  has i t s  l o g i c  q u i t e  a p a r t  
f ro m  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th o s e  who 
p r a c t i c e  i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  th o s e  who 
choose t o  be drawn a lo n g  th e  " l i n e  o f  
l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e , "  a lo n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  
o p p o r tu n is m  in  a p p ro a c h in g  b o th  th e  
w o r k e r s '  and com m un is t  movements, and 
more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  to w a rd  th e  q u e s t io n  
o f  t h e i r  f u s io n  in  b u i l d i n g  th e  
com m un is t  p a r t y

P h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,  O L 's  z d e o lo g z c a l ,  

p o l z t z c a l  a n d  o r g a n z z a t z o n a l  I z n e  

s te m s  f r o m  v u l g a r  m a te r z a lz s m ,  i n s te a d  
o f  d i a l e c t i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l ­
ism O L 's  v u lg a r  m a t e r i a l i s t  app roach  
r e j e c t s  new d e ve lo p m e n ts  in  t h e  w o r ld  
s i t u a t i o n ,  c a u s in g  them t o  r e l y  on 
o u td a t e d  a n a l / s i s  and " d i e - h a r d "  
p o s i t i o n s  From t h i s  th e y  a re  u na b le  
t o  g ra s p  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a r e v o lu ­
t i o n a r y  leap by t h e  masses, a leap t o  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c la s s  c o n s c io u s n e s s

T h is  has lead  OL t o  a p r o d u c t i v e  
f o r c e s  t h e o r y  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  h i s ­
t o r y  , i h i c h  n e g a te s  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  
f a c t o r  in  th e  r e v o l u t i o n  and r e l i e s  
in s t e a d  upon th e  movement o f  t h e  ob ­
j e c t i v e  f a c t o r  a lo n e  T h is  w i l l ,  z f  

l e f t  u n o o r r e c t e d ,  e v e n t u a l l y  lead  t o  
a d e n ia l  o f  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  
o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  and f ro m  t h e r e  th e  
OL m u s t ,  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  i t s  w i l l ,  s te p  
upon th e  road  o f  r e v i s i o n i s m

T h e  s o o z a l  o a t  z s  f o r  t h z s  r z g h t  

o p p o r t u n z s t  I z n e  I z e s  c l e a r l y  z n  t h e  

h a s z c  f a z l u r e  o f  t h e  OL t o  l r e  a h  s z t h  

z t s  p e t t j  o o u r g e o z S j  s t u d e n t  o r z g z n s  

They have c a r r i e d  w i t h  them th e  v a c i l ­
l a t i n g  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s l e ,  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  in  so f a r  as i t  sees 
t h a t  i t  i s  b e in g  pushed down i n t o  th e  
w o r k in g  c l a s s ,  r e a c t i o n a r y  when 
w is h in g  t o  h o ld  on t o  i t s  p r i v i l e g e  

H i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  has p ro ven  t h a t  
t o  f a i l  t o  move r a p i d l y  t o  r e c t i f y  
t h i s  s o c ia l  base b /  f i r s t  b r i n g i n g  in  
th e  advanced  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  w o rk in g  
c l a s s ,  and s e c o n d ly  by u n i t i n g  th e  
in t e r m e d ia t e  w i t h  th e  advanced in th e  
c o u rs e  o f  b u i l d i n g  th e  p a r t y ,  w i l l  
lead  t o  o p p o r t u n i s t  d e g e n e r a t io n  w h ich  
w i l l  a l l o w  f o r  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
b o u rg e o is  id e a s  and b o u rg e o is  e le m e n ts  
i n t o  s o c ia  I is m

A c l e a r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
dange r  has a l r e a d y  app ea re d  in  t h e  
p r a c t i c e  o f  th e  OL, w h ich  f l o w s  f rom  
t h i s  s o c ia l  b ase ,  i t s  w o r ld  o u t l o o k ,  
and p o l i t i c a l  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i n e  

_ OL h o ld s  t h e  v iew  t h a t  w o rk e rs  c a n n o t  
u n d e rs ta n d  M a rx is m -L e n in is m  T h is  
c h a r a c t e r i z e s  O L 's  w ork  n a t i o n w id e ,  on 
many f r o n t s  T h is  v ie w  was c l e a r l y  
e x p re s s e d  in d i f f e r e n t  ways a t  th e  
F i g h t  Back C o n fe re n c e ,  f ro m  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  no S neake rs  a t  th e  p le n a r y  o f  
th e  F i g h t  Back i d e n t i f i e d  th e m s e lv e s  
as members s p e a k in g  f o r  OL, t o  th e  
s y s t e m a t i c  s e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  com m un is t 
and w o r k e r s '  movements, by th e  
s u p p re s s io n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a te ,  on 
th ro u g h  t h e i r  w a t e r in g  dovn e v e ry  
a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  s o c i a l i s t  c o n s c io u s ­
ness t o  t h e  w o rk e rs  a t  t h i s  c o n fe r e n c e ,  
and a t  o t h e r  t im e s

The OL d id  n o t  oppose th e  S pan ish  
s p e a k in g  w o r k e r  who s t a t e d  t h a t  "w o rk e rs  
c a n n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  a l l  t h i s  t a l k  a b o u t  
l a r x ,  E n g e ls ,  L e n in ,  e t c  e t c , "  be ­

c a u s e  t h i s  i s  O L 's  v ie w  o f  t h e  w o r k in g  
c l a s s .  The OL s u p p re s s e d  p u t t i n g

fo r w a r d  any p o s i t i o n s  f ro m  a com m un is t 
s t a n d p o i n t  on th e  b a s is  t h a t  i t  "w o u ld  
d e s t r o y  th e  u n i t e d  f r o n t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
th e  F i g h t  Back O r g a n i z a t i o n  "  L en in  
p o i n t s  o u t  w ha t s t i l l  h o ld s  t r u e ,  
nam ely  t h a t  advanced  and in t e r m e d ia t e  
w o rk e rs  know and w i l l  say

"we a re  n o t  c h i I d r e n  t o  be fe d  on 
t h e  t h i n  g r u e l  o f  "e c o n o m ic "  
p o l i t i c s  a lo n e ,  we wan t t o  know 
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  o t h e r s  know, we 
w an t t o  le a rn  t h e  d e t a i I s  o f  a I I 
a s p e c ts  o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  and t o  
ta k e  p a r t  ac t i v e I y  in  e v e ry  s i n g l e  
p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t  In o r d e r  t h a t  
we may do t h i s ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
m ust t a l k  t o  us le s s  o f  w ha t we 
a l r e a d y  know ana t e l l  us more 
a b o u t  w h a t  we do n o t  y e t  know and 
w ha t we can n e v e r  le a rn  f r o m  o u r  
f a c t o r y  and "e c o n o m ic "  e x p e r ie n c e ,  
n a m e ly ,  p o l i t i c a l  know ledge  You 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  can a c q u i r e  t h i s  
k n o w le d g e ,  and i t  i s  y o u r  du ty  
t o  b r i n g  i t  t o  us in  a h u n d re d -  
and a t h o u s a n d - f o l d  g r e a t e r  
measure th a n  you have done up t o  
now, and you  m ust b r i n g  i t  t o  us , 
n o t  o n l y  in th e  fo rm  o f  d i s c u s s io n s ,  
p a m p h le ts ,  and a r t i c l e s  (w h ic h  v e ry  
o f t e n  -  pa rdon  o u r  f r a n k n e s s  -  
a re  r a t h e r  d u l l ) ,  b u t  p r e c i s e l y  in  
th e  fo rm  o f  v i v i d  e xp o s u re s  o f  
w ha t o u r  gove rn m e n t and o u r  
g o v e r n in g  c la s s e s  a re  d o in g  a t  t h i s  
v e ry  moment in  a l l  s p h e re s  o f  l i f e  
Devo te  more ze a l t o  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
t h i s  d u ty  and t a l k  le s s  a b o u t  

' r a i s i n g  t h e  a c t i v r t y  o f  th e  
w o r k in g  m asses' We a re  f a r  more 
a c t i v e  th a n  you t h i n k ,  and we a re  
q u i t e  a b le  t o  s u p p o r t ,  by open 
s t r e e t  f i g h t i n g ,  even demands 
t h a t  do n o t  p ro m is e  any 'p a lp a b l e  
r e s u l t s "  w h a te v e r  I t  i s  n o t  f o r  
you t o  " r a i s e "  o u r  a c t i v i t y ,  be­
cause a c t i v i t y  i s  p r e c i s e l y  th e  
t h i n g  you y o u r s e lv e s  l a c k . Bov/ 
le s s  in  s u b s e rv ie n c e  t o  s p o n t a n e i t y ,  
and t h i n k  more a b o u t  r a i s i n g  y o u r  
own a c t i v i t y ,  g e n t le m e n '  ( L e n i n ,  

WITBD, CW, vo I  5 ,  pp 4 1 6 -4 1 7 )

A t  b o t t o m ,  th e  l i n e  o f  th e  OL, i t s  
i d e o lo g y ,  p o l i t i c s ,  p rog ram  and p r a c t i ­
c a l  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  l e a d ,  i f  i t  c o n t in u e s  
on i t s  p r e s e n t  p a th ,  t o  deny c l a s s  s t r u g  
g le  By d e n y in g  s o c ia l i s m  as a g o a l ,  
(w h ic h  in  essence  means d e n y in g  th e  
d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t )  in  
t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  b e f o r e  th e  m asses, th e  
O c to b e r  League has p la c e d  i t s  f o o t  upon 

and f r i e n d s  t o  s tu d y  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  and id e o ­
l o g i c a l  l i n e  o f  th e  O c to b e r  L e a g u e , to  
"he p a th  o f  o p p o r tu n is m  T h is  is  a 
d o w n h i l l  p a th  le a d in g  away f ro m  th e

h e ig h t s  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n ,  away 
f ro m  th e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  The d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  n o t  o n ly  t h e  r u l e  o f  th e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  o v e r  th e  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  i t  i s  
a l s o  th e  in s t r u m e n t  f o r  t h e  s e iz u r e  o f  
s t a t e  p ow er.  "T he  fu n d a m e n ta l  q u e s t io n  
o f  e v e r y  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  
p o w e r . "  ( L e n in )

We i n v i t e  th e  OL and a l l  comrades 
c o r r e c t  w ha t i s  i n c o r r e c t ,  and t o  deepen 
w h a t  i s  c o r r e c t  We i n v i t e  t h e  O c to b e r  
League (M -L)  t o  r e p l y  t o  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  
in  a M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  m anner,  in  th e  
s p i r i t  o f  c r i t i c i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  
W h i le  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  p re s e n te d  h e re  o f  
th e  OL i s  v e ry  s e r i o u s ,  i t  i s  r a i s e d  
in  o r d e r  t o  advance  th e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
t h e  p a r t y ,  t o  r e p u d ia t e  e r r o r s ,  and 
u n i t e  a ro un d  a c o r r e c t  i d e o l o g i c a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  Wh i l e  M a r x i s t -  
L e n i n i s t s  ta k e  th e  s ta n d  t h a t  a g a in s t  

o p p o r tu n is m ,  s t r u g g l e  i s  a b s o lu t e ,  t o ­
ward th e  OL as an o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  th e  
MLOC ta k e s  t h e  s ta n d  o f  u n i t y ,  s t r u g g l e ,  
u n i t y  We hope t h a t  th e  OL w i l l  ta k e  
such a s ta n d  as w e l l .

The f o r g i n g  o f  a g e n u in e  va ng ua rd  
com m un is t  p a r t y  by th e  m ost advanced 
d e ta c h m e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k in g  c la s s  w i l l  
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  s te p  
ta k e n  by th e  w o r k in g  c l a s s  in  i t s  
h i s t o r i c  m is s io n  f o r  e m a n c ip a t io n  in  
o v e r  f o r t y  y e a rs  I t  i s  n o t h in g  s h o r t  
o f  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w a r  a g a in s t  th e  
b o u r g e o is i e

To fo r g e  a p a r t y  w h ic h  d e n ie s  th e  
advanced  fo rm s  o f  th e  w o r k in g  c la s s  
movement w h ic h  a r i s e  as a r e s u l t  o f  th e  
c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f  p r o d u c t io n  i t s e l f ,  
w h ic h  h o ld s  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s  
o f  im p e r i a l i s m  can r e s o lv e  t h e  c o n t r a ­
d i c t i o n s  between im p e r i a l i s m  and th e  
e x p l o i t e d  and o p p re s s e d  p e o p le s  o f  t h e  
w o r l d ,  w h ich  r e l i e s  upon s e n t im e n t  and 
n o t  a c o n c r e te  a n a l y s i s  o f  c o n c r e te  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  w h ich  seeks  t o  u n i t e  w i t h  
c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  o f  th e  t r a d e  u n io n s  
b u re a u c ra c y  and b e g in s  t o  w ork  in  th e  
absence o f  a p a r t y  p rog ram  and a p a r t y  
c o n g re s s — such  a p a r t y  w o u ld  b e g in  
m u t in y  on i t s  kn ee s .

" C la s s  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  can 
be b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  w o rk e rs  o n l y  f ro m  
w i t h o u t  "  (WHAT IS TO BE DONE’ ,p  422) 
W i th o u t  h o l d i n g  t o  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
M a r x is m - L e n in is m  t h e r e  w i l l  be no 

c o r r m w iz s t  p a r t y  The OL d e n ie s  b o th  
t h e  w o r k in g  c l a s s ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  g ra sp  
M a rx is m -L e n in is m  and M a r x is m - L e n in is m 's  

a b i l i t y  t o  n o b i I i z e  th e  masses by 
s p e a k in g  t o  t h e i r  needs T h i s  i s  th e  
outcome o f  t h e  essen ce  o f  t h e i r  p o l i ­
t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  r e a l  p r o o f  o f  th e  
O L 's  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e .  ,
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The V ic to ry  
of Revolution  

is Inevitable

Revolution opens and defines the road of the 

development of present day human society
U n d e r  th e  t i t le  " R e v o lu t io n  o p e n s  a n d  

d e f in e s  th e  ro a d  o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  

p re s e n t  d a y  h u m a n  s o c ie ty ”  th e  n e w s p a p e r  

Z e r i i P o p u llit  p u b l is h e s  a n  e d i t o r ia l  to d a y  

w h ic h  re a d s  a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s

T h e  ye a rs  o n e  a l te r  a n o th e r  b r in g  a b o u t  

c o n t in u o u s  c h a n g e s , a lw a y s  in  fa v o u r  o f  

tr« e d o m  a n d  s o c ia lis m  a n d  in  d is fa v o u r  o f  

s la v e ry , a g g re s s iv e  im p e r ia l is m  a n d  th e  tw o  

s u p e rp o w e rs  T h e  y e a r  ju s t  c o n c lu d e d  

p ro v e s  th is  1975 w a s  t h e  y e a r  o f  th e  g re a t  

c lass  b a t t le s  o f  th e  p r o le ta r ia t  I t  w a s  a y e a r  

o f  v ic to r ie s  f o r  th e  p e o p le s  f ig h t in g  f o r  

l ib e r a t io n  a n d  f o r  a l l t h e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  

fo r c e s  I t  w a s  th e  y e a r  o f  i r r e p a r a b le  d e fe a ts  

f o r  U  S - le d  im p e r ia l is m ,  o f  f u r t h e r  d is ­

c r e d i t  o f  R u ss ia n  s o c ia l- im p e r ia l is m ,  o f  th e  

d o w n w a r d  c o u rs e  o f  t h e i r  o p p re s s iv e  a n d  

e x p lo i t in g  s y s te m  a n d  th e  f u r t h e r  d e e p e n ­

in g  o f  th e  in te r - im p e r ia l is t  c o n t r a d ic t io n s  

T h is  y e a r  o n c e  m o r e  p r o v e d  th e  c o n c lu s io n  

C o m ra d e  E n v e r  H o x h a  d r e w  a t t h e  6 th  

C o n g re s s  o f  t h e  P a r ty , “ T h e  h is to r ic  

in i t ia t iv e  has p a ssed  c o m p le te ly  in t o  th e  

h a n d s  o f  th e  w o r k in g  class a n d  th e  p e o p le s  

T h e  r e v o lu t io n  o p e n s  a n d  d e f in e s  th e  ro a d  

o f  th e  d e v e lo p e m e n t  o f  th e  p re s e n t  d a y  

h u m a n  s o c ie ty  ”

T h e  P e o p le 's  R e p u b lic  o f  A lb a n ia  m a r ­

c h e s  a lw a y s  f o r w a r d  t r iu m p h a n t ly  o n  th e  

ro a d  o f  r e v o lu t io n  a n d  s o c ia lis m , to w a rd s  

n e w  v ic to r ie s  in  a ll f ie ld s  I t  u s h e rs  in  th e  

n e w  y e a r  w i t h  a h ig h e r  p re s t ig e  th a n  e v e r ,  

w i th  c o m ra d e s  a n d  b r o th e r s  o f  th e  s a m e  

b a r r ic a d e  w i th  n u m e r o u s  f r ie n d s ,  s id e  b y  

s id e  w i th  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  p e o p le s  in  th e  

s t ru g g le  a g a in s t U  S im p e r ia l is m  a n d  S o v ie t  

s o c ia l- im p e r ia l is m  A ll th is  has its  f o u n ­

d a t io n  in  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y  

o f  th e  P e o p le ’ s R e p u b l ic  o f  A lb a n ia ,  in  th e  

im m o r ta l  d o c t r in e  o f  M a r x is m - L e n in is m  

a n d  in  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  p r o le ta r ia n  in t e r ­

n a t io n a lis m ,  as d e fe n d e d  a n d  c o n s is te n t ly  

im p le m e n te d  in  o u r  f o r e ig n  p o l ic y  I t  has its  

f o u n d a t io n  in  th e  r e v o lu t io n a r y  c o u ra g e  o f  

o u r  P a rty , in  th e  s in c e r it y  a n d  f ra n k n e s s  o f  

o u r  fo r e ig n  p o l ic y  T h is  is th e  ro a d  s o c ia lis t  

A lb a n ia  is f o l lo w in g  T h is 'h a s  b e e n  s o  a n d  

w i l l  a lw a y s  b e  s o  O u r  p e o p le  a n d  P a rty  

h a v e  a lw a y s  m e t  c o u r a g e o u s ly  w i th  th e  

m o s t d i f f i c u l t  s itu a t io n s  T h e y  h a v e  b ra v e ly  

h a d  t h e ir  say , in t r e p id  in  th e  fa c e  o f  

e v e r y b o d y  o r  e v e r y th in g  “ O u r  P e o p le ’s 

R e p u b l ic ”  C o m ra d e  E n v e r H o x h a  has 

s t ie s s e d , n e v e r  lo w e rs  its  b a n n e r  e i t h e r  in  

th e  fa c e  o f  b la c k m a il a n d  fe a r  n o r  in  th e  

fa c e  o f  th e  r u b le  a n d  th e  d o l la r ”  O u r  P a rty  

a n d  th e  P e o p le ’s R e p u b l ic  o f  A lb a n ia  h a v e  

c o n t in u e d  a n d  c o n s is te n t ly  c o n t in u e s  th e  

p r in c ip le d  s t ru g g le  a g a in s t th e  tw o  m o s t 

fe r o c io u s  a n d  s h re w d  e n e m ie s  o f  m a n k in d ,  

U  S im p e r ia l is m  a n d  S o v ie t s o c ia l-  

im p e r ia l is m ,  w h o  a re  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a ll th e  

e v ils

S o c ia lis t A lb a n ia ,  in  r e v o lu t io n a r y  

s t ru g g le  in  d e fe n c e  o f  th e  p u r i t y  o f  M a r x ­

is m -L e n in is m ,  f o r  th e  c a u s e  o f  s o c ia lis m , 

f r e e d o m  p ro g re s s  a n d  re a l d e m o c ra c y  in  

a ll th e  w o r ld ,  s ta n d s  s id e  b y  s id e  w i th  th e  

g re a t  P e o p le ’s C h in a  a n d  a ll th e  

r e v o lu t io n a r y  a n d  d e m o c r a t ic  w o r ld  fo rc e s  

T h e  f r a te r n a l C h in e s e  p e o p le  to o ,  c e le b ­

ra te  t h e  n e w  y e a r  in  th e  a tm o s p h e re  o f  

g re a t  r e v o lu t io n a r y  e n th u s ia s m  T h e y  h a v e

m o b i l iz e d  e n t i r e ly  to  c a r r y  in t o  e f fe c t  th e  

h is to r ic  d e c is io n s  o f  th e  1 0 th  C o n g re s s  o f  

t h e ir  C o m m u n is t  P a rty  a n d  th e  im p o r ta n t  

tasks o f  th e  1st S ess ion  o f  th e  4 th  N a t io n a l 

P e o p le ’s C o n g re s s  o f  th e  P e o p le ’s R e p u b l ic  

o f  C h in a ,  w h ic h  a p p r o v e d  th e  n e w  

c o n s t i t u t io n  T h e y  h a v e  f u l f i l le d  a n d  o v e r ­

f u l f i l le d  th e  p la n s  o f  in d u s t r ia l  a n d  

a g r ic u l tu r a l  p r o d u c t io n  s t re n g th e n e d  f u r ­

t h e r  th e  d e fe n c e  c a p a c ity  o f  t h e ir  

h o m e la n d  a n d  a re  m a r c h in g  o n w a rd ,  

d e te r m in e d  to  p u t  in t o  p r a c t ic e  th e  b r i l l i a n t  

p ro s p e c t iv e s  o n  th e  ro a d  o f  r e v o lu t io n  a n d  

s o c ia lis m  D u r in g  1975 th e  p o w e r fu l  

m o v e m e n t  o f  th e  m u l t i - m i l l i o n  m asses to  

c r it ic is e  th e  r e a c t io n a r y  a n d  b o u r g e o is -  

re v is io n is t  id e a s  o f  C o n fu c iu s  a n d  L in  P ia o  

w as f u r t h e r  a d v a n c e d  T h e  N a t io n a l 

C o n fe r e n c e  o n  A g r ic u l t u r e  t o o k  p la c e ,  a n d  

la u n c h e d  th e  s lo g a n  f o r  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  

T a c h a i- ty p e  a g r ic u l tu r a l  d is t r ic ts  a l l  o v e r  

C h in a  T w o  e a r th  s a te ll ite s  w e r e  la u n c h e d  

s u c c e s s fu lly ,  o n e  o f  w h ic h  la n d e d  a g a in , 

e tc  T h e  g re a t  P e o p le 's  C h in a  is m o u n t in g  

n e w  h e ig h ts  T o d a y ,  i t  is a p o w e r fu l  s o c ia lis t  

c o u n t r y ,  w i th  m o d e r n  in d u s t r y  a n d  a d ­

v a n c e d  a g r ic u l tu r e  w i th  th e  s c ie n c e  a n d  

te c h n o lo g y  o f  a h ig h  w o r ld  le v e l a n d  a 

d e fe n c e  c a p a c ity  a b le  to  sm a s h  e v e ry  

a g g re s s o r

F o r th e  M a r x is t - L e n in is t  P a rtie s  it  w a s  a 

y e a r  o f  r e v o lu t io n a r y  v ig o u r  w h ic h  m a d e  

th e m  m o r e  p o w e r fu l  id e o lo g ic a l ly  a n d  

o r g a n is a t io n a l ly

1975 t h r o u g h  n u m e r o u s  e v e n ts  in  th e  

w o r ld ,  p r o v e d  th e  c o r re c tn e s s  o f  th e  p r in ­

c ip le d  fo r e ig n  p o l ic y  o f  o u r  P a rty  th e  

e d i to r ia l  a r t ic le  stresses

D u r in g  1975 th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  

b o u rg e o is ie ,  g r ip p e d  b y  d e e p  e c o n o m ic -  

f in a n c ia l c r is is ,  a c c e n tu a te d  v io le n c e ,  t e r ­

r o r ,  a rre s ts  a n d  m ass la y -o f fs  d is p la y in g  

s h re w d n e s s a n d  d e m a g o g y  T h is  m a d e  1975 

th e  y e a r  o f  b ig  c lass c la sh e s  It  w a s  o n c e  

m o re  se e n  th a t  th e  c l iss p e a c e ”  so 

c la m o u r o u s ly  p re a c h e d  b y  th e  b o u rg e o is  

id e o lo g is ts  a n d  th e  m o d e r n  re v is io n is ts  is 

n o th in g  b u t  a m y th  w h ic h  h is  n o th in g  in  

c o m m o n  w i th  re a li ty

U n d e r  th e  p re s e n t  c o n d i t io n s  o f  

a g g ra v a te d  class c o n t r a d ic t io n s  a n d  th e  

n e w  im p e tu s  th e  s tru g g le  o f  th e  p r o le ta r ia t  

has a s s u m e d , th e  t r e a c h e ro u s  r o le  o f  th e  

re v is io n is t  p a r t ie s  t a m e  e spe c u l l y  to  th e  

fo r e

1975 w as Jthe y e a r  o f  g r t  a t v ic to r ie s  o f  th e  

n a t io n a l- l ib e r a t io n  s t ru g g le s  I t  w a s  a y e a r  

o f  v ic to r ie s  o f  th e  s t ru g g le  o f  th e  p e o p le s  o f  

s o v e r e ig n  c o u n t r i e s  a g a in s t  U  S 

im p e r ia l is m  a n d  S o v ie t s o c ia l- im p e r ia l is m  

in  d e fe n c e  o f  t h e ir  f r e e d o m  in d e p e n d e n c e  

a n d  s o v e re ig n  r ig h ts  f o r  a f r e e  a n d  

in d e p e n d e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t  T h is  y e a r  

p r o v e d  o n c e  m o re  th e  th e s is  o f  o u r  P a rty  

th a t  ‘ th e  p e o p le  s s t ru g g le  c a n  c o p e  

s u c c e s s fu lly  w i th  th e  a g g re s s io n  o f  th e  b ig  

im p e r ia l is t  p o w e r  ’

T h e  h e r o ic  V ie tn a m e s e  a n d  C a m b o d ia n  

p e o p le  s m a s h e d  th e  U  S im p e r ia l is t  a g g re s ­

so rs  a n d  t h e i r  la c k e y s  o n  t h e  b a t t le  f ie ld  a n d  

c a u s e d  th e m  o n e  o f  t h e i r  g ra v e s t d e fe a ts  

T h e  U  S im p e r ia l is ts  a ls o  h a d  t h e  c o n ­

t in u o u s  a id  th e  th e  M o s c o w  s o c ia l-  

im p e r ia l is ts  b u t  t o  n o  a v a il

In  A f r ic a  th e  d a r k  fo r c e s  o f  c o lo n ia l is m

s u f fe re d  d e fe a ts  b y  th e  l ib e r a t io n  s t ru g g le  

o f  t h e  p e o p le s  o f  t h a t  c o n t in e n t  

T h e  Z io n is t  a g g re s s o rs  d o  n o t  fe e l 

th e m s e lv e s  s e c u re  f o r  a s in g le  d a y  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  a tta c k s  o f  th e  P a le s t in ia n  p a r tis a n s  

T h e  p e o p le s  o f  t h e  d e v e lo p in g  c o u n t r ie s  

o f  A s ia  A f r ic a  a n d  L a t in  A m e r ic a  h a v e  r is e n  

c o u ra g e o u s ly  in  s t ru g g le  a g a in s t th e  p o l ic y  

o f  a g g re s s io n  a n d  e c o n o m ic  e x p a n s io n ,  o f  

im p e r ia l is t  p lu n d e r  a n d  e x p lo i t a t io n ,  in  

d e fe n c e  o f  f r e e d o m ,  in d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  

s o v e re ig n  r ig h ts  T h e y  h a v e  r is e n  in  s t ru g g le  

f o r  th e  s e c u r ity  o f  t h e i r  e c o n o m ic  

in d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  th e  e x e r t io n  o f  c o m ­

p le te  s o v e re ig n ty  o v e r  t h e i r  n a t io n a l r ic h e s  

a n d  ra w  m a te r ia ls  T h e y  h a v e  fo r c e fu l ly  e x ­

p o s e d  t h e i r  p lu n d e r e r s ,  th e  im p e r ia l is t  

p o w e rs  a n d  f i r s t  a n d  fo r e m o s t  th e  tw o  

im p e r ia l is t  s u p e rp o w e rs ,  t h e  U S A  a n d  th e  

S o v ie t  U n io n  w h ic h  a re  t h e  m o s t  re s ­

p o n s ib le  f o r  t h e i r  g ra v e  s i tu a t io n  

T h e  a r t ic le  re a d s  f u r t h e r  o n  th a t  s u r ­

r o u n d e d  b y  th e  h a t re d  o f  th e  o p p re s s e d  

p e o p le s ,  u n d e r  th e  u n c e a s in g  a tta c k s  o f  t h e  

fo r c e s  o f  r e v o lu t io n  a n d  o f  n a t io n a l 

l ib e r a t io n ,  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  s o c ia l p ro g re s s , 

th e  im p e r ia l is ts ,  th e  s o c ia l- im p e r ia l is ts  a n d  

a ll r e a c t io n  a re  s u f fe r in g  s u c c e s s iv e  fa i lu re s ,  

w h ic h  f u r t h e r  a g g ra v a te s  t h e  e c o n o m ic ,  

p o l i t ic a l  a n d  s o c ia l c r is is  in  th e  im p e r ia l is t -  

re v is io n is t  w o r ld ,  f i r s t  a n d  fo r e m o s t  in  th e  

U S A  a n d  th e  S o v ie t U n io n  “ B o th  s u p e r ­

p o w e rs , ”  C o m r a d e  E n v e r H o x h a  has 

s tre s s e d  'a re  in  a g re a t  e c o n o m ic ,  c u l tu r a l  

a n d  s p ir i tu a l  c r is is  T h e ir  r e g im e s  a n d  

id e o lo g ie s  a re  p lu n g e d  in  c o r r u p t io n  ”

In  s u c h  a s i tu a t io n  o f  g e n e ra l c r is is , 1975 

f u r t h e r  a g g ra v a te d  th e  in te r  im p e r ia l is t  

c o n t r a d ic t io n s  b e tw e e n  th e  c a p ita l is t  c o u n ­

t r ie s ,  b e tw e e n  v a r io u s  p o l i t ic a l ,  e c o n o m ic  

a n d  m i l i t a r y  g r o u p in g s ,  b e tw e e n  th e m  a n d  

th e  tw o  s u p e rp o w e rs ,  as w e l l  as b e tw e e n  

U  S im p e r ia l is m  a n d  S o v ie t s o c ia l-  

im p e r ia l is m

T h e  S o v ie t U n io n  a n d  th e  o th e r  re v is o n is t  

c o u n t r ie s  a re  u n c e a s in g ly  c o r r o d e d  b v  

n u m e ro u s  d i f f ic u l t ie s  b o th  in te r n a l  a n d  

e x te rn a l a n ta g o n is t ic  c o n t r a d ic t io n s  T h e  

n e w  K r e m l in  tsa rs  o p p re s s  a n d  n o u r is h  th e  

p e o p le s  o f  th e  S o v ie t U n io n  w i th  a g g re s s iv e  

n a t io n a l is m  a n d  G re a t  R u s s ia n  c h a u v in is m  

a n d  k e e p  o c c u p ie d  a n d  u n d e r  t h e i r  ja c k  

b o o t  t h e  p e o p le s  o f  th e  s o -c a lle d  a l ly  c o u n ­

t r ie s  U  S im p e r ia l is m  a n d  S o v ie t s o c ia l-  

im p e r ia l is m  a re  c a r r y in g  o u t  a f r o n ta l  a t ta c k  

a g a in s t a l l t h e  w o r ld 's  p e o p le s  a n d  a re  t r y ­

in g  t o  d iv id e  th e  w o r ld  in to  s p h e re s  o f  in ­

f lu e n c e  T h e y  w a n t  t o  in t r o d u c e  t h e i r  c la w s  

t o  e v e ry  c o r n e r  o f  th e  g lo b e  " T h e i r  b e -a ll  

a n d  e n d - a l l ”  C o m ra d e  E n v e r H o x h a  has 

s tre s s e d  " is  to  d o m in a te  th e  w o r ld ,  th e  

p e o p le s  a n d  s ta te s  ”

In  o r d e r  t o  a c h ie v e  t h e ir  a g g re s s iv e  a im s  

as e a s ily  as p o s s ib le ,  t o  c a m o u f la g e  th e  

d a n g e rs  t h e i r  r iv a lr y  a n d  d e a ls  a re  f r a u g h t  

w i th ,  th e y  t r y  to  c re a te  th e  e u p h o r ia  o f  a 

fa lse  p e a c e  a n d  a d v e r t is e  t h e i r  w o r n  o u t  

s lo g a n s  o n  “ d e te n te ”  " c o l la b o r a t io n  a n d  

s e c u r i t y " ,  " d is a r m a m e n t ” , e tc  T h r o u g h  

th e s e  s lo g a n s  th e y  w a n t  to  lu l l  th e  p e o p le s  

to  s le e p , to  u n d e r m in e  t h e i r  v ig i la n c e ,  t o  

w e a k e n  a n d  q u e n c h  t h e ir  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  

tw o  s u p e rp o w e rs  T h e  H e ls in k i C o n fe r e n c e  

s u m m o n e d  c la m o u r o u s ly ,  s h o w e d  f r o m  

th e  f i r s t  d a ys  f o l lo w in g  its  c o n c lu s io n ,  th a t  i t

w a s  a c o n fe r e n c e  o f  E u ro p e a n  in s e c u u ty  

T h e  H e ls in k i C o n fe r e n c e  c o m m e n c e d  a n d  

e n d e d  as a S o v ie t-U  S p lo t  I t  w a s  h a tc h e d  

u p  b y  th e  t w o  s u p e rp o w e rs  n o t  b e c a u s e  

th e y  w e re  c o n c e r n e d  w i th  th e  d e s t in y  o f  

p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r ity  in  E u ro p e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e i r  h e g e m o n is t ic  a im s  a n d  d e s ig n e d  to  

le g a liz e  t h e i r  s p h e re s  o f  in f lu e n c e  a n d  

p r iv i le g e s  in  v a r io u s  E u ro p e a n  c o u n t r ie s ,  to  

c o m p e l t h e  p a r t ic ip a t in g  c o u n t r ie s  t o  

r e c o g n iz e  t h e i r  r o le  o f  a r b i te r  in  a ll t h e  

E u ro p e a n  q u e s t io n

T h e  o th e r  S o v ie t o r  U  S " in i t ia t i v e s ”  to o ,  

a re  o f  s u c h  a n a tu re  T h e  t w o  s u p e rp o w e rs  

m a k e  u se  o f  e v e ry  o c c a s io n  t o  s p e a k  o n  

d is a rm a m e n t ,  w h i le  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  b u d g e ts  

in c re a s e  T h e y  s p e a k  o n  d e te n te ,  b u t  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c o n c r e te  a c t iv i ty  t h e y  d o  th e  

o p p o s ite

T h e y  p o s e  as th e  b e s t m e d ia to rs  o f  p e a c e , 

b u t  th e  o f f s p r in g  o f  im p e r ia l is m  —  Is ra e li 

Z io n is ts ,  s t i l l  k e e p  o c c u p ie d  A r a b  t e r ­

r i to r ie s  T h e  P a le s t in ia n  p e o p le  a re  k i l le d  b y  

th e  U  S b o m b s  d r o p p e d  f r o m  th e  U  S a i r ­

c ra f t  a n d  d i r e c te d  b y  p i lo ts  s u p p l ie d  b y  th e  

S o v ie t U n io n  T h e y  p o s e  as s u p p o r te rs  o f  

th e  n e w  s ta te s , b u t  in  re a li ty  t h e y  in s t ig a te  

s p l it is m  a n d  in te r fe r e  b y  in p la n t in g  f i r e  a n d  

d e a th ,  as th e y  a re  d o in g  in  A n g o la  T h e y  

p o s e  as g e n e ro u s  b e in g s  re a d y  to  o f f e r  

" a id ” , b u t  in  re a l i t y  t h e i r  a lm s  a re  c h a in s  o f  

n e o - c o lo n ia l is m  f o r  p lu n d e r in g  o f  n a t io n a l 

r ic h e s  o f  o th e r  c o u n t r ie s  a n d  p e o p le s  T h e  

te n s io n  a n d  in s e c u r i ty  r e ig n in g  to d a y  in  th e  

w o r ld ,  a re  th e  d e e d s  o f  U  S im p e r ia l is m  

a n d  S o v ie t s o c ia l- im p e r ia l is m

T h e  e v e n ts  o f  th e  y e a r  1975 s h o w e d  th a t  

th e  tw o  im p e r ia l is t  s u p e rp o w e rs ,  th e  

U n ite d  S ta tes  o f  A m e r ic a  a n d  th e  S o v ie t 

U n io n ,  r e m a in  th e  t w o  m o s t  sa v a g e  a n d  

d a n g e ro u s  e n e m ie s  o f  th e  p e o p le s  T h e  

e v e n ts  o f  th a t  y e a r  a lso  t o r e  th e  m a sk  o f f  a ll 

th e  re v is io n is t  th e o r ie s  a b o u t  “ p e a c e fu l 

ro a d s  o f  t r a n s i t io n  t o  s o c ia l is m ” , e x p o s e d  

t h e i r  d e m a g o g y  o n  " p e a c e fu l  c o e x ­

is te n c e ” , "c la s s  r e c o n c i l ia t io n ” , " d e t e n t e " ,  

e tc  T h e  t r iu m p h a n t  s t ru g g le  o f  v a r io u s  

p e o p le s  in  A s ia , A f r ic a  a n d  L a t in  A m e r ic a  

s h o w e d  b e s t o f  a ll t h e  fa ls ity  o f  th e  

b o u rg e o is  r e v is io n is t  p a c if is t  th e o r ie s  T h e y  

ta u g h t  th e  w o r ld ’s p e o p le s  th a t  t n e  s o le  

c o r r e c t  ro a d  f o r  th e  re a lis a t io n  o f  t h e i r  

n a t io n a l a s p ira t io n s ,  t o  b e  f r e e  a n d  

in d e p e n d e n t ,  is g u a ra n te e d  o n ly  t h r o u g h  

th e  d e te r m in e d  a n d  u n c o m p r o m is e d  

s t r u g g le  a g a in s t th e  a g g re s s io n  o f  th e  t w o  

im p e r ia l is t  s u p e rp o w e rs ,  t h e  U S A  a n d  th e  

S o v ie t U n io n ,  a g a in s t t h e  o th e r  c o lo n ia l is t  

a n d  n e o - c o lo n ia l is t  fo r c e s  " T h e  g o ld e n  

a g e ”  o f  th e  im p e r ia l is t  a g g re s s o rs , s o c ia l-  

im p e r ia l is ts  a n d  r e a c t io n  o f  a l l h u e s , has 

e n d e d  T im e  w o rk s  a t p re s e n t  f o r  th e  

p e o p le s ,  f o r  r e v o lu t io n ,  th e  v ic to r y  o f  

w h ic h  is in e v ita b le  T h e  n e w s p a p e r  Z e r i i 

P o p u llit  w r ite s  in  c o n c lu s io n  t h e  f u t u r e  

b e lo n g s  to  s o c ia lis m , w h e re a s  im p e r ia l is m  

a n d  s o c ia l- im p e r ia l is m  p lu n g e d  in  th e  

s w a m p  o f  g e n e ra l c r is is  a n d  g r ip p e d  b y  th e  

s t ru g g le  o f  th e  p e o p le s  a n d  r e v o lu t io n a r y  

fo r c e s  o f  th e  w o r ld  a re  d o o m e d  t o  fa i lu r e  

( R e p r in te d  f r o m  A T A , J a n u a ry  1 1976)

*
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WINNING THE ADVANCED THROUGH PROPAGANDA
"Socialism is b u ilt  by the masses, The 
Party makes them conscious " I t  is 
through communist leadership that the 
masses become conscious of the ir tasks 
Leadership is given through the unity of 
theory and practice, through knowing the 
world and changing i t .  In the course 
of uniting Marxist-Lenmists and the ad­
vanced to communism we have put forward 
that "p o lit ica l line Is key, theory is 
decisive " Unity of Marxist-Leninists 
and advanced workers w ill be forged on 
the basis of the p o lit ica l line which 
mobilizes the masses in the class strug­
gle and the struggle to build the van­
guard communist party. The p o lit ica l 
line of the party is carried to the work 
ing class through propaganda and agita­
tion , but the working class must learn 
the truth of th is line through its  own 
experience

Propaganda, which is a form of po­
l i t ic a l education, is the main tool of 
communists in winning the advanced

"As long as i t  was (and in as much 
as i t  s t i l l  is) a question of winning 
the pro le taria t's  vanguard over to the 
side of communism, p r io r ity  went and 
s t i l l  goes to propaganda work " Lenin, 
LCW, Vo 1. 31, p 93-94 "Left-wing" 
Communism

Propaganda is the primary form of 
po litica l education in a period,(such 
as today in our revolution) in which 
winning the advanced to communism must 
be done At the same time, agitation ' 
serves to d irectly  mobilize the masses 
in the struggle through which the ad­
vanced elements of the class come forth 
Advanced workers are not primarily iden­
t if ie d  through discussions on the shop 
floor They come forward in the heat 
of the actual struggle I t  is at the 
advanced sector, as Lenin said, that we 
should aim the bulk of our propaganda 
work.

tions, struggle against opportunism, 
and promote the organizing, mobilizing, 
and transforming role of advanced theo­
ry as a guide to action. I t  is aimed 
at the communist movement so as to help 
supply the basis for analysing concrete 
conditions. Ultimately the task of 
such a journal would be to  act as a 
medium for the exchange of experiences, 
in elaborating questions of program, to 
generally systematize educational work 
in investigation and bibliographical 
material, and to suitably u tiliz e  the 
results of Marxist-Leninist Investiga­
tion . In taking up the class struggle 
on the theoretical fron t, COMMUNIST 
LINE seeks to lay the foundation for 
propaganda and agitation, for a compre­
hensive education of the vanguard of 
the class As Marx said, m  order to 
educate, the educator must f i r s t  be 
educated.

Propaganda and agitation are a unity, 
a two-edged sword for the defeat of 
bourgeois ideology, bourgeois interest. 
Propaganda must "present 'many ideas ' , 
so many indeed -that they w i l l  be under­
stood as a whole only by a (comparative­
ly ) few persons " A g ita tion , on the 
other hand, "takes as an il lu s t ra t io n  
a fa c t that is  most widely known and 
outstanding and u t i l is in g  th is  fa c t w i l l  
d ire c t a l l  e ffo rts  to presenting a s in ­
gle idea to the 'masses' " Lenin, LOW, 
Vol. 5, p. 409-410 What is to be Done7

Agitation and propaganda must supple­
ment one another, neither must be put 
o ff at the expense of the other or con­
fused with the other Agitation must 
take as its  starting point the immedi­
ate experiences, needs, and demands of 
the masses, and must illu s tra te  ques­
tions v iv id ly  and clearly without confu­
sing and complicating these questions 
with long-winded explanations and theo-

raised the righ t of self-determination 
for the Black Nation. At the same time 
agitational work, based on the same 
theme, was used to mobilize mass support 
throughout the„country. The Scottsboro 
case won many advanced Black workers 
and sharecroppers to communism. Propa­
ganda and agitation were interrelated 
to build the revolutionary movement, 
the leadership of the class and the 
unity of the p ro le taria t.

Slogans are an integral part of 
agit/prop work. The strategy and tac­
tics  of revolutionary struggle are 
served by slogans. This does not mean 
that propaganda and strategy are to be 
confused, or agitation and tactics.
But i t  does mean that s k i l l fu l ly  devel­
oping slogans to serve the struggle 
comes out of moving the masses by stra­
tegy and tactics forward through agita­
tion and propaganda For instance, a 
propaganda slogan Is an educational 
slogan. A good example is described 
by Comrade Stalin in "The P o litica l 
Strategy and Tactics of the Russian 
Communists", WORKS, Vol 5, where he 
describes how the slogan "A ll Power to 
the Soviets" develops in conformity to 
Lenin's statement that "every partic ­
ular slogan must be deduced from the 
to ta lity  of specific features of a 
defin ite p o lit ica l situation "("On 
Slogans," Lenin, CW, Vol 25, p 183 ) 

Propaganda and agitation must react 
to everything that arouses the masses, 
and which interests the people The 
communist movement, i f  i t  is to be suc­
cessful in the fusion with the workers' 
movement, must develop a ll its  members 
as oropagandists As Mao Tsetung said 

Who are our propagandists7 They 
include not only the teachers, the 
journalists and the writers, but 
a ll our cadre working in every 
fie ld  Whenever a person speaks

"SOCIALISM IS BUILT BY THE MASSES 
THE PARTY MAKES THEM CONSCIOUS //

Enver Hosha

I t  is through the factory nuclei, the 
basic unit for communist work and of the 
communist party, that oropaganda and 
agitation are carried out- In order to 
fuse communism with advanced workers 
Factory nuclei must be able to respond 
to every level of situation, from those 
on the shop floo r, to the defense of 
the dictatorship of the pro le taria t in 
existing soc ia lis t countries Through 
propaganda, and other forms of po litica l 
education, the factory nuclei w ill ex­
pand by making advanced workers into 
communists This is what fusing commu­
nism with the working class essentially 
comes to Factory nuclei must expand 
in th is way in order to f u l f i l l  the ir 
ultimate mission as the basic unit for 
the seizure of state power

Earlier we said that theory is deci­
sive, also meaning that i t  is on the 
theoretical front of the class struggle 
that we must wage the decisive battle 
today The struggle on the theoretica l 
fro n t comes down to the most fundamental 
question o f  class stand Since theory 
is the summation of the h istorica l ex­
perience of the p ro le taria t, we are ta lk ­
ing about a struggle over the correct 
understanding of the histor a I past and 
its development to the prese With­
out a concrete analysis of the objec­
tive situation, propaganda w ill be 
based on a spur of the moment explana­
tion Theory is th is  analysis, Marx- 
ism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought ap­
plied to the concrete situation A 
concrete analysis of concrete condi­
tions is the basis for propaganda and 
agitation

COMMUNIST LINE, the theoretical 
journal of the MLOC, reflects the line 
that "p o lit ica l line is key, theory is 
decisive." In i t ,  we seek to present 
a concrete analysis of concrete condi-

retica l constructions. Propaganda, 
which is presented as clearly as agita­
tion, must show that these everyday ex­
periences are no chance events or acci­
dents, that they are a symptom of cap­
ita lism , and that the endless repetition 
of such things can only be prevented by 
the destruction of capitalism and the 
buiIding of social ism

Propaganda and ag ita tion  must oe 
linked constantly to v o h t ic a l action. 
Along with being concrete, and giving 
c la rifica tio n , propaganda and agitation 
w ill be proven to be correct In the 
course of the actual p o lit ic a l struggle 
They must, in the ir best relationship, 
serve one another We must always sup­
plement agitation with propaganda, cor­
rectly in terre lating them and develop­
ing them both to perfection

Agitation must accompany propaganda 
D y  in s t i l l in g  one sole idea into many 
people, calling attention to one injus­
tice or problem, dramatically moving 
the masses to act on the ir existing in­
dignation, awakening i t  to the level of 
soc ia lis t consciousness Propaganda in­
s t i l ls  many ideas into a small number of 
those who have been mobilized, by ex­
plaining in an a ll round manner the very 
same incident Propaganda deepens an 
already awakened consciousness, by re­
flecting the interests of the proletar­
ia t, by linking the actions of the mass­
es d irectly  against the ir own illus ions, 
by bringing to the forefront the know­
ledge that the pro le taria t has the des­
tiny of the world in th e ir hands

An example of the correct re lation­
ship between agitation and propaganda 
was the work around the Scottsboro case 
in tne '30's In defending the Scotts­
boro case the C P 's propaganda showed 
that the case against the nine framed 
Blacks was a manifestation of national 
oppression Through th is the C P

to others, that is propaganda 
And unless one is dumb, one is 
bound to speak to others (Mao, 
"Oppose the Party "Eight-Legged 
Essay’ , FLP, I960, p. 13)

UNITE!, the p o lit ica l organ of the 
MLOC, is aimed at advanced workers and 
Marxist-Leninists—in order to serve 
the central task of party but Iding 
Through a re la tive ly high level of 
theoretical presentation, that is by 
primarily presenting propaganda, UNITE' 
is a weapon to aid in the fusion of the 
communist and worker's movements 
UNITE' does not focus on topica l, pass­
ing events, but seeks to raise events 
which express the class struggle to the 
level of theory I t  is not a mass pa­
per- not because we do not feel such a 
paper is important- but because we be­
lieve the focus must be in supplying 
communists with propaganda for winning 
over the advanced, and advanced workers 
with the understanding which they de­
mand to know. UNITE' is primariJy a 
propagandists' too l, presented in a 
popular style , which can serve p o l i t i ­
cal action

Every communist must master Varxist- 
Lenin ist theory, must base propaganda 
on an objective analysis o f the s itua ­
tion  and lin k  th is  propaganda continu­
al l y with ag ita tion in  the course o f  
the class struggle Our tasks are 
great, and so are our p o s s ib il it ie s .
To carry out tnese tasns and exhaust 
these p o s s ib ilit ie s  we must raise and 
strengthen our propaganda to the high­
est vossible level. At the same time 
we must develov a superior form o f  
ag ita tion  Both w i l l  serve to bu ild  
the communist party m  the fusion o f  
tne workers ' and communis t  movements, 
breaking down tne wal ls o f  capitalism , 
and establishing the d icta torsh ip  o f  
the p ro le ta r ia t. ±
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The seaond e rro r o f  the MLOC was in  

considering what S ta lin  held to be 
"characteristics" or "elements" o f the 
■theory o f  the nation as c r ite r ia .  This 
Is not a semantic difference,as we wi l l  
demonstrate.

S ta lin  is c lear th a t " none of the 
above characteristics is by i ts e lf  
s u ffic ie n t to  define a nation On the 
other hand, I t  is s u ffic ie n t fo r a single 
one of these characteristics to  be 
absent and the nation ceases to be a 
nation" ( S ta lin , COLLECTED WORKS,Vol 2, 
p .307). Here S ta lin  is c lear tha t the 
formation and existence of a nation 
requires a ll  four elements to be pre­
sent, but not in some abstract te x t­
book d e fin itio n  as the term "c r ite r ia "  
implies. In approaching concrete 
re a lity ,  we must f i r s t  rely upon the 
international experience of the 
proletarian movement summed up, that 
is , Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung 
Thought We must not launch an 
investigaion of e ith e r the Black 
Belt South or the Southwest with 
the aim of identify ing  each of the 
four features as an absolute quality  
which must be present I t  is in 
re la tion  to the basic theory of a

nation, the h is to ric a lly  constituted, 
stable community of people, tha t the 
four characteristics of a nation 
must be understood, not in and of 
themselves.

Furthermore, that because Imperial­
ism oppresses nations, each of these 
four characteristics wi l l  certain ly  
not remain s tab le , but wi l l  be 
transformed in considerable degree 
through the oppression of nations

We cannot, therefore, judge the 
common economic l i f e  o f  a nation, 
fo r  instance, by the same standards 
o f common economic l i f e  by which we 
evaluate the oppressor nation 
MISTAKE

The MISTAKE o f the MLOC was (1) in  
the r ig h t deviation o f advancing 
f iv e  ra th er than four characteristics  
o f a nation, and (2) in  suggesting 
that they be considered c r ite r ia ,  as 
i f  they stand independent o f  the 
d efin itio n  o f the nation i t s e l f ,  
ra ther than m  re la tio n  to the 
h is to ric a lly  constituted, stable  
aonmunity, as the characteristics  
or elements o f th is  cormunity

CIRCUMSTANCES
The CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH GAVE RISE 

TO THESE MISTAKES stem from the 
context and manner in which the MLOC

took up the investigation of the 
Black National Question.

The MLOC emerged out of the 
struggle against the rig h t danger in 
the Black Workers Congress One of 
the chauvinist lines that the rig h t 
opportunists took was that the Black 
Workers Congress had done in su ffic ien t 
investigation to  uphold the Communist 
In ternational's  1928 and 1930 Resolu­
tions, and that we needed to prove 
them again, today. The correct line  
upheld by the comrades who became the 
MLOC was that we must stand on the 
international experience of the prole­
ta r ia t  We upheld that m  regard to 
the Black National Question, the posi­
tions o f Lenin, S ta lin , the Communist 
In te m a tio n l and others were a very 
re lia b le  guide, and that we d e fin ite ly  
did  not need to re-prove what the 
in tern atio n al p ro le ta r ia t had been 
c lea r about fo r  some SO years.

In developing our line on the Black 
National Question in the MLOC, the 
National Question Commission undertook 
the defense of the positions of the 
Communist In ternational, while a t the 
same time setting out to understand 
th e ir  concrete application to the

conditions of the Black Belt South 
today, and to provide a concrete 
program and slogans to  the rig h t of the 
Black Nation to self-determ ination, and 
the struggle for democratic rights

In the process, we did not adequate­
ly reconsider many of the views on the 
Black National Question which the 
Black Workers Congress held We did not 
seek to find our own independent 
bearings

This was p articu la rly  true in 
regard to the formulation of "c r ite r ia "  
In regard to four or five  characteris­
t ic s , when UNITE' (Vol 1,No 1) went 
to press, there was already struggle 
within the MLOC over th is question,' 
last August Rather than resolving 
th is  question before publication , 
which would have been the correct 
stand, publication proceeded without 
th is question being resolved

REASONS
THERE WERE THREE REASONS FOR 

THIS DEVIATION FROM MARXISM-LENINISM
F irs t ,  the comrades who were 

undertaking the work on the Black 
National Question for the MLOC were 
re la tiv e ly  untrained th eo re tica lly  
This was reflected in a re la tiv e ly  
low grasp of M arxist-Leninist theory 
on the National Question, and of the

history of the Black people in the 
United States. Further, many comrades 
had re la tiv e ly  l i t t l e  d irec t exper­
ience in the Black Liberation Struggle.

Second, in our struggle to combat 
the rig h t Iiq u id atio n is t or cen tris t 
lines on the Black National Question 
( tha t is , the line that there is no 
nation, or that we must prove the 
Communist International Resolutions 
today), the le f t  e rro r of impetuosity 
arose to cover the rig h t deviations 
we were combatting.

Third, in rushing ahead to publish 
the a r t ic le  in UNITE' without 
f i r s t  resolving th is  important 
question of four or five  character­
is t ic s , democratic centralism did not 
function properly within the MLOC 
In p a rticu la r, we did not adequately 
concentrate the experience and views 
of the cadre, raise them to  a higher 
leve l, re ly  upon the most advanced 
M arxist-Leninist theory, and forge a 
correct p o lit ic a l line

The philosophical source of these 
errors is subjective idealism, divor­
cing the idea of the nation from mater­
ial re a lity ,  and therefore, from genu­
ine M arxist-Leninist theory, which sums

up the h is torica l m a teria lis t experience 
of the working class its e lf

The ideology th is  represents is petty 
bourgeois ideology The v ac illa tin g  
nature of the petty bourgeoisie, between 
the working class and the bourgeoisie, 
results in the subjective outlook of 
th is  class, an outlook rooted in the 
dying material basis for its  existence 
Impetuosity re flec ts  th is  v ac illa tin g  
class stand Within the MLOC, while 
the majority of comrades are of working 
class backgrounds, the struggle against 
petty bourgeois ideology must be a con­
scious struggle In allowing th is  error 
to occur in the MLOC, i t  has confirmed 
for us the need to intensify the struggle 
against petty bourgeois ideology within  
our organization 
RECTIFICATION

THE MEANS TO RECTIFY THESE ERRORS 
IS  IN  UPHOLDING THE CORRECT STAND VIEW­
POINT, AND METHOD on the national ques­
tion in general, and the Black National 
question and Chicano National question 
in particu lar

Everyone, of course, admits the nec­
essity for the correct stand, viewpoint, 
and method But the real question is 
whether or not d ia lec tica l and h is to r i­
cal materialism is tru ly  the guiding 
lig h t in our practice (Cont p 26)

MALCOLM X
ASSASSINATED: 

FEBRUARY 2 1 , 1965

"  Y O U  C A N 'T  O P E R A T E  A  C A P I T A L I S T I C  S Y S T E M  U N L E S S  Y O U  

A R E  V U L T U R I S T  I C ,  Y O U  H A V E  T O  H A V E  S O M E O N E  E L S E 'S  B L O O D  T O  

S U C K  T O  B E  A  C A P I T A L I S T  Y O U  S H O W  M E  A  C A P I T A L I S T  A N D  I ' L L

S H O W  Y O U  A  B L O O D S U C K E R  H E  C A N N O T  B E  A N Y T H I N G  B U T  A  B L O O D ­

S U C K E R  I F  H E 'S  G O IN G  T O  B E  A  C A P I T A L I S T  H E ' S  G O T  T O  G E T  

I T  F R O M  S O M E W H E R E  O T H E R  T H A N  H I M S E L F ,  A N D  T h A T 'S  W H E R E  H E  

G E T S  I T -  F R O M  S O M E W H E R E  O R  S O M E O N E  O T H E R  T H A N  H I M S E L F "
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STAND ON THE BLACK NATIONAL QUESTION 

A c o r r e c t  s ta n d  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s ­
t i o n  in  g e n e r a l ,  and t h e  B la c k  N a t io n a l  
q u e s t io n  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s t a r t s  f ro m  th e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t io n  
is  a com ponent p a r t  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v ­
o l u t i o n ,  t h a t  i t  I s  a fu n d a m e n ta l  c l a s s  

q u e s t io n  I t  i s  o n ly  v f  we approach  
th e  n a t io n a l  q u e s tio n  w ith  the  s ta n d  o f  
the  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  t h a t  we can a c c u r a te ly  
grasp  th e  g e n e ra l t re n d  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
developm ent, make a  s c i e n t i f i c  a n a ly s is  
o f  the  q u e s tio n ,  and p o in t  to  th e  c o r­
r e c t  r e s o lu t io n  o f  the  c o n t r a d ic t io n .

The s ta n d  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i s  
a g a in s t  th e  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  and w ith  a l l  
th o s e  who a re  e x p l o i t e d  and o p p re s s e d  
by m onopoly  c a p i t a l i s m  W ith  t h e  f i n a l  
and m onopo ly  s ta g e  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  im p e r ­
i a l i s m ,  n a t i o n a l  a n ta g o n is m s  i n t e n s i f y ,  
th e y  a re  n o t  r e s o lv e d  I t  i s  o n l y  w i t h  
p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  th e  n a t i o n a l  
q u e s t io n  becomes t r a n s fo r m e d  f ro m  an 
a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  a n o n - a n t a g o n i s t i c  co n ­
t r a d i c t i o n .

In c o n s i d e r i n g  th e  B la c k  N a t io n a l  
q u e s t i o n ,  we do n o t  b e g in  w i t h  o u r  own, 
l i m i t e d  e x p e r ie n c e ,  b u t  w i t h  th e  i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
o v e r  th e  l a s t  64  y e a r s ,  s i n c e  L e n in  
f i r s t  advanced  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  an op ­
p re s s e d  n a t i o n  in  th e  B la c k  B e l t  South  
o f  th e  U.S In d e t e r m in in g  th e  n a t i o n ­
a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  B la c k  o p p re s s io n  in  
th e  U S , L e n in  began w i t h  th e  q u e s t io n  
o f  r i g h t s .

"They ( B la c k s )  s h o u ld  be c la s s e d  
an an o p p re s s e d  n a t i o n ,  f o r  th e  
e q u a l i t y  won in  th e  C i v i l  War o f  
1861-65 and g u a ra n te e d  by th e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  R e p u b l ic  was 
in  many ways i n c r e a s i n g l y  c u r t a i l e d  
in  t h e  c h i e f  N egro  a re a s  ( t h e  
S o u th )  " S t a t i s t i c s  and S o c i o l o g y " ,  
L e n in ,  CW, Vo l 2 3 ,  p .  275 
L e n in  g ra s p e d  t h i s  f ro m  R u s s ia ,  he 

d id  n o t  need t o  go  t o  th e  B la c k  B e l t  
South Has t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  changed t o ­

d a y7 Does t h e r e  rem a in  a q u a l i t a t i v e  
d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  th e  
B la c k  w o r k e r ,  and th e  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  
p r o l e t a r i a t  as a w h o le ,  in  re g a rd  t o  
w ages, b e n e f i t s ,  v o t i n g  p a t t e r n s ,  edu­
c a t i o n ,  h o u s in g ,  m e d ic a l  c a r e ,  co nce n ­
t r a t i o n  in  p r i s o n s ,  e t c 7

S c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to d a y  r e ­
v e a ls  t h a t  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  
th e  B la c k  w o r k e r  im p r o v in g ,  th e  a b s o lu t e  
im p o v e r is h m e n t  has in c r e a s e d ,  and indeed  
assumes new fo rm s  a l l  t h e  t im e

R e c o g n iz in g  t h i s  o p p r e s s io n ,  we a s k ,  
i s  t h i s  s im p ly  a r e s u l t  o f  c l a s s  e x ­
p l o i t a t i o n ,  o r  i s  s o m e th in g  e l s e  i n ­
v o lv e d  w h ich  e x p l a i n s  th e  q u a l i t a t i v e  
d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  B la c k  w o r k e r  and 
th e  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  as a 
w ho le  L e n in  c o n c lu d e d ,  as we m u s t ,  
t h a t  th e  s o u rc e  o f  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  
th e  w o r k in g  c l a s s  was t h e  e x is t e n c e  o f  
an o p p re s s e d  n a t i o n  in  th e  B la c k  B e l t  
South

L e n in  r e c o g n iz e d ,  as we m u s t ,  t h a t  
im p e r i a l i s m  does n o t  r e s o lv e  c l a s s  o r  
n a t i o n a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  as L o v e s to n e ,  
B ro w d e r ,  and th e  RCP, U S A  p u t  fo rw a rd  
b u t  sh a rpe ns  them  The s a l v a t i o n  o f  
n a t i o n s ,  in  th e  e ra  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  
r e s t s  w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n  o f  
th e  p r o l e t a r i a t

T h is  means t h a t  th e  s t r u g g le  f o r  s e l f  

d e t e r m in a t io n  o f  o p p re s s e d  n a t io n s  i s  

a  c r u c i a l  a n d  c o m p o n e n t p a r t  o f  th e  
c la s s  s t r u g g le  In s p e a k in g  o f  I r e l a n d ,  
L e n in  s t a t e d  t h a t ,

"A b low  d e l i v e r e d  a g a in s t  th e  power 
o f  th e  E n g l i s h  i m p e r i a l i s t  b o u r ­
g e o is i e  by a r e b e l l i o n  in  I r e l a n d  
is  a hun d red  t im e s  more s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  p o l i t i c a l l y  th a n  a b low  o f  
e q u a l  f o r c e  d e l i v e r e d  in  A s ia  o r  
in  A f r i c a  " ,  "The  D is c u s s io n  on 
S e l f - D e t e r m i n a t i o n  Summed U p " ,
L e n in ,  CW, Vo l 2 2 ,  p 357 
O b v io u s ly  th e  same h o ld s  t r u e  f o r  

th e  o p p re s s e d  B la c k  n a t i o n  in  th e  
S o u th ,  p e rha ps  even more so  The s t r u g ­
g le  f o r  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  in  t h e  South  
s t r i k e s  d i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  U S 
i m p e r i a l i s t  r u l e ,  w h i l e  a b low  s t r u c k  
a ro un d  th e  w o r ld  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  th e  
t e n t a c l e s  o f  im p e r i a l i s m

A c o r r e c t  s ta n d  on th e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s ­
t i o n  re c o g n iz e s  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  c o n t r a d i c ­
t i o n s  become more in t e n s e  w i t h  i m p e r i a l ­

ism, and are not resolved. The p ro le ­
ta ria n  stand on the Black National 
question recognizes the fa c t  th a t the 
struggle fo r  se lf-d eterm in atio n  is a 
component p a rt o f the class struggle  
against monopoly cap ita lism , and there ­
fore upholds the struggle fo r  s e lf-d e ­
term ination and democratic righ ts

I t  is the fa i lu re  to  recognize th is  
which is the fundamental explanation  
fo r  the lines o f the RCP, U.S A ., the  
CLP, Harry Chang, and others who take  
a bourgeois class stand on the national 
question They must be considered, in 
Lenin’ s words, scoundrels and im peria l- 
I sts
VIEWPOINT ON THE BLACK NATIONAL 
QUESTION

The M arxist viewpoint is m a te r ia lis m .
We re ly  upon concrete m ateria l r e a lity  
as our guide, the foundation o f our 
knowledge. Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse- 
tung Thought, our th eo re tica l guide to  
actio n , represents the in te rn a tio n a l 
experience o f the p ro le ta r ia t  summed 
up.

Self-Determination
for the

BLACK NATION!

Uphold 
the Right of

A c o r r e c t  v i e w p o i n t  b e g in s  w i t h  th e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  M a rx is m -L e n in is m -M a o  T se -  
t u n g  T h o u g h t on t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  o r i g i n ­
a l l y  d ev e lo p e d  by L e n in ,  u p h e ld  by 
S t a l i n ,  t h e  C o m in te rn ,  f u r t h e r  d e ve lo pe d  
by H a r ry  Haywood in  th e  l a t e  1950' s ,  
and Comrade Mao T s e t u n g 's  s ta te m e n ts  
t o  t h e  A f r o  A m e r ican  p e o p le  in  1963 and 
1968 Mao T s e tu n g  s t a t e d  in  1963 t h a t  

"The s t r u g g l e  o f  th e  B la c k  p e o p le  
in  th e  U S  i s  bound t o  merge w i t h  
th e  A m erican  w o rk e rs  movement, and 
t h i s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  end th e  c r im ­
i n a l  r u l e  o f  t h e  U.S m onopo ly  cap ­
i t a l i s t  c la s s  "
C le a r l y  Comrade Mao T s e tu n g  p o in t s  

t o  th e  v e ry  s p e c ia l  and d e c i s i v e  im­
p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  B la c k  s t r u g g l e ,  such 
t h a t  i t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  w o rk e rs  
s t r u g g l e ,  w i l l  end t h e  r u l e  o f  m onopo ly  
c a p i t a l  ism

R e ly in g  upon th e  v i e w p o in t  o f  M a rx -  
is m -L e n in is m -M a o  T s e tu n g  T h o u g h t ,  we 
can a p p ly  th e  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  o f  a 
n a t i o n ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a b a s i c  d e f i n i t i o n  
and f o u r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  T h is  means 
in  c o n s i d e r i n g ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  th e  "com­
mon econ om ic  l i f e "  o f  t h e  B la c k  B e l t  
S o u th ,  we do n o t  s t a r t  by lo o k in g  f o r  
th e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  some t e x tb o o k  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h a t  e con om ic  l i f e  in  
th e  B la c k  B e l t  S o u th ,  i e , in  a b o u r ­
g e o i s i e ,  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  
n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t ,  e t c

On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  we lo o k  t o  see whe­
t h e r  p r e v io u s l y  d i s u n i t e d  c o m m u n it ie s  
have been t r a n s fo r m e d  i n t o  a s i n g l e  
s t a b l e  com m un ity  o w in g  t o  t h e  u n i f y i n g  
f o r c e  o f  an i m p e r i a l i s t  economy S ta ­
l i n  p o in t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  G e o rg ia n  p r i n ­
c i p a l i t i e s  w ere  u n i t e d  i n t o  a n a t i o n a l  
com m un ity  by t h e  u n i f y i n g  f o r c e  o f  
R uss ia n  c a p i t a l  i n t r u d i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  
p r e v io u s l y  d i s u n i t e d  e x is t e n c e  T h e re ­
f o r e ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  common econom ic  
l i f e  i s  t o  u n i t e  g ro u p s  i n t o  a s i n g l e  
c o m m u n ity ,  s o m e th in g  w h ic h ,  in  t h e  e ra  
o f  c o m p e t i t i v e  c a p i t a l i s m  can be done 
o n l y  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  
n a t i o n a l  m a r k e ts ,  b u t  w h ic h ,  in  th e  
e r a  o f  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  can and i s  done by 
t h e  u n i f y i n g  f o r c e  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  
home m a rk e t  i t s e l f  Im p e r ia l i s m ,  
n o te d  S t a l i n ,  c a l l s  t o  l i f e  p r e v io u s l y

n o n - e x i s t e n t  n a t i o n a l  movements

METHOD ON THE BLACK NATIONAL QUESTION 
O ur method o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  

d i a l e c t i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  
A l l  q u e s t io n s  m ust be seen in  b o th  
t h e i r  e n t i r e t y  and t h e i r  i n t e r c o n n e c ­
t i o n  T h is  was L e n in ’ s method in  con ­
s i d e r i n g  th e  B la c k  N a t io n a l  q u e s t io n  

"The  in f e r e n c e  i s  c l e a r  We m ust 
seek  t o  b u i l d  a r e l i a b l e  f o u n d a t io n  
o f  p r e c is e  and i n d i s p u t a b l e  f a c t s  
t h a t  can be c o n f r o n t e d  t o  any o f  
t h e  ' g e n e r a l '  o r  'e x a m p le - b a s e d '  
a rg um en ts  now so  g r o s s l y  m isused  
in  c e r t a i n  c o u n t r i e s  And i f  i t  i s  
t o  be a r e a l  f o u n d a t i o n ,  we m ust 
t a k e  n o t  i n d i v i d u a l  f a c t s ,  b u t  
t h e  sum t o t a l  o f  f a c t s ,  w i t h o u t  a 
s i n g l e  e x c e p t i o n ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  
q u e s t io n  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  O th e r ­
w is e  t h e r e  w i l l  be th e  i n e v i t a b l e ,



and f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d ,  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  

t h e  f a c t s  w e re  s e l e c t e d  o r  c o m p i l e d  
a r b i t r a r i l y ,  t h a t  i n s t e a d  o f  h i s ­
t o r i c a l  phenomena b e in g  p r e s e n t e d  
in  o b j e c t i v e  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  and 
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  a nd  t r e a t e d  as a 
w h o le ,  we w e re  p r e s e n t i n g  a ' s u b j e c -  
t i v e '  c o n c o c t i o n  t o  j u s t i f y  w h a t  
m ig h t  p r o v e  t o  be a d i r t y  b u s in e s s  

T h i s  does  h a p p e n  and  m ore  o f t e n  
t h a n  one  m ig h t  t h i n k . " ,  " S t a t i s t i c s  

a nd  S o c i o l o g y " ,  L e n in ,  CW, V o l . 2 3 ,  

p p .  2 7 2 - 2 7 3
L e n in  p u t  t h i s  a n o t h e r  way i n  a l e t ­

t e r  t o  I n e s s a  A rm an d .
"The whole s p i r i t  o f  Marxism, i t s  

whole system, demands th a t  each 
p ro p o s itio n  should  he considered  
l  only h is t o r ic a l ly ,  2. only in  
connection w ith  o th e rs , 3 only m  
connection w ith  concrete e x p e r i­
ence o f  h is to ry . ", "To In essa  A r­
mand", L en in , CW, V o l. 35, p 250. 
This is  the method we must employ, 

to  con s id er a l l  the f a c ts ,  to  consider 
t h e i r  interdependence and in terco n n ec ­
t io n , the u n ity  o f  opposites , and to  
r e ly  upon h is to r ic a l  experience

H e re  we m u s t  a s k ,  h a v e  t h e  p e o p le  
i n  t h e  B la c k  B e l t  S o u th  e v o l v e d  i n  a 

g i v e n  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a ,  do  t h e y  r e p r e ­
s e n t  a s t a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  

do  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  a r e l a t i v e l y  hom ogen ­
o u s  and  d i s t i n c t  c o m m u n i ty  in  t h i s  
a r e a ?  T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  m u s t  be  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  i n  v ie w  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  h i s t o r y  
o f  t h e  B la c k  p e o p le  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  
o v e r  400 y e a r s ,  and  t h e y  m u s t  be  c o n s i d ­

e r e d  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  
s t a t e ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e  B la c k  B e l t  S o u th  

I t  w o u ld  be an i d e a l i s t  m e th o d  t o  

s i m p l y  lo o k  a t  o ne  p a r t i c u l a r  d e c a d e ,  
o r  e v e n  j u s t  t h e  p e r i o d  s i n c e  W o r ld  

War I I ,  c o n s i d e r  c e n s u s  s t a t i s t i c s ,  
and d raw  a c o n c l u s i o n .  M i g r a t i o n s ,  
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  m u s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b o th  

i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e  p a t t e r n ,  as w e l l  as 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e s e  m i ­
g r a t i o n s ,  w h ic h  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  
B la c k  B e l t  S o u t h ,  s te m  f r o m  i m p e r i a l i s t  
o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  As L e n in  

s t a t e d ,
" t h e  p o l i c y  o f  o p p r e s s i n g  n a t i o n ­
a l i t i e s ,  i s  o ne  o f  d i v i d i n g
n a t i o n s  " ,  " N a t i o n a l  E q u a l i t y " ,  
L e n in ,  CW, V o l  2 0 ,  p 237  
The method o f  M arxism -Leninism - 

Mao Tsetung Thought re q u ires  th a t  we 
consider something m  i t s  in c e p tio n , 
growth, and development, and thereby  
know i t  in  i t s  p resent form  This is  
the only c o rre c t method in  ta k in g  up 
the n a t io n a l question  
CONCLUSION

In  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  a p p r o a c h  t h e  

B la c k  N a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  and  C h ic a n o  
N a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c o r r e c t  
s t a n d ,  v i e w p o i n t ,  a nd  m e th o d ,  t h e  MLOC 
h a s  been  a b l e  t o  r e c t i f y  i t s  r i g h t  
d e v i a t i o n  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  and 

d e v e lo p  a r e l a t i v e l y  c o r r e c t  i d e o l o g i ­
c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  A t  t h e  same 
t i m e  we h a v e  t a k e n  s t e p s  t o w a r d  c o r r e c t  
i n g  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  demo­

c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m  a nd  t h e  development 
o f  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  i n  t h e  MLOC

S in c e  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  r i g h t  
I i q u i d a t i o n i s t  l i n e  o f  t h e  RU in  19 7 3 — 

1974 , many a d v a n c e s  h a v e  b een  made in  
t a k i n g  a r e l a t i v e l y  c o r r e c t  l i n e  on 

t h e  B la c k  N a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n -  a l t h o u g h  

on t h e  C h ic a n o  N a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  o p p o r t u n i s m  f o r  a 

c o r r e c t  i d e o l o g i c a l  a nd  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  
i s  le s s  d e v e lo p e d  Even w i t h  a d v a n c e s ,  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  o p p o r t u n i s m ,  b o th  
t h e  r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s t  l i n e s  and  t h e  

c e n t r i s t  l i n e s ,  m u s t  be  e s c a l a t e d  
In  t h e  l a s t  many m o n th s ,  c e n t r i s m  

on t h e  B la c k  N a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  h as  b e ­
come an i n c r e a s i n g  d a n g e r ,  u n d e r  t h e  
g u i s e  t h a t  "we a r e  s t i l l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  "  o r  t h a t  "we m u s t  go  
t o  t h e  B la c k  B e l t  S o u th  f o r  i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n  "  T h e s e  l i n e s  r e p r e s e n t  
c e n t r i s m  b e c a u s e  a c o r r e c t  l i n e  on 

t h e  B la c k  N a t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n  h a s  e x i s t ­

ed  in  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n is t  move­
m en t f o r  64  y e a r s  I t  w o u ld  seem t h a t  
i f  L e n in  c a n  c o r r e c t l y  sum up t h e  s i t u ­
a t i o n  in  t h e  B la c k  B e l t  S o u th  64 y e a r s  
a g o  f r o m  R u s s i a -  we can  do as much f r o m  
New Y o r k  o r  San F r a n c i s c o  now

Centrism  i s  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  a d a p t i o n  
t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e

p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e  D u r i n g  t h e  Second  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  S t a l i n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  
t h e  c e n t r i s t s  p o l i c y  c o n s i s t e d

" i n  e m b e l l i s h i n g  t h e  o p p o r t u n i s m  

o f  t h e  R i g h t s  w i t h  L e f t  p h r a s e s  and 
s u b o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  L e f t s  t o  t h e  
R i g h t s " ,  " I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and 

t h e  R i g h t * D e v i a t i o n " ,  S t a l i n ,  WORKS, 
V o l  I I ,  p 2 94
In  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o n t e x t ,  c e n t r i s m  

means a v o i d i n g  a d i r e c t  s t a n d  on t h e  
q u e s t i o n ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  n eed  f o r  " f u r ­

t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n " ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  p o s in g  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  ope n  r i g h t  I i q u i d a t i o n i s t  p o s i ­

t i o n
The e s s e n c e  o f  a c o r r e c t  l i n e  on  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  Q u e s t i o n  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  
s t a n d ,  v i e w p o i n t ,  a nd  m e th o d ,  n o t  
f i r s t  hand  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  t h e  need  

t o  p r o v e  o r  d i s p r o v e  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  
o f  t h e  C o m in te r n  R e s o l u t i o n s

L e n in  was v e r y  c l e a r  a b o u t  h i s  
a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  t h o s e  who d e fe n d  s e l f -  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  y e t  r e m a in  s i l e n t  r e ­
g a r d i n g  n a t i o n s  o p p r e s s e d  by  " t h e i r  
o w n "  n a t i o n

"T h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  m u s t  demand f r e e ­

dom o f  p o l i t i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  c o l o n i e s  and  n a t i o n s  o p p r e s s e d  
by  ' t h e i r  o w n ' n a t i o n  O t h e r w i s e ,  
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m  o f  t h e  p r o l e ­
t a r i a t  w o u ld  be n o t h i n g  b u t  e m p ty  

w o r d s ,  n e i t h e r  c o n f i d e n c e  n o r  c l a s s  
s o l i d a r i t y  w o u ld  be p o s s i b l e  b e ­
tw e e n  t h e  w o r k e r s  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  
a nd  t h e  o p p r e s s o r  n a t i o n s ,  t h e  h y ­
p o c r i s y  o f  t h e  r e f o r m i s t s  and K a u t -  
s k y i t e s ,  who d e fe n d  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a ­
t i o n  b u t  r e m a in  s i l e n t  a b o u t  t h e  

n a t i o n s  o p p r e s s e d  b y  ' t h e i r  o w n ' 
n a t i o n  a nd  k e p t  i n  ' t h e i r  o w n ' 
s t a t e  b y  f o r c e ,  w o u ld  r e m a in  un ­
e x p o s e d  " ,  " S o c i a l i s t  R e v o l u t i o n  

and  S e l f - D e t e r m i n a t i o n " ,  L e n in ,
CW, V o l  2 2 ,  pp 1 4 7 -1 4 8  

The MLOC c a l ls  upon a l l  advanced 
detachments o f  the c lass  s tru g g le  to  
in te n s ify  the s tru g g le  a g a in s t oppor­
tunism and cen tnsm  on the B lack Na­
t io n a l  q u estion  and the Chicano N atio n ­
a l  q u es tio n , to  a c t iv e ly  b r in g  Marxism  
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought to  the ad­
vanced elem ents m  the re v o lu tio n a ry  
n a t io n a l movements, and to  merge the  
c lass  and n a t io n a l s tru g g le s . In  p a r ­
t ic u la r ,  a c o rre c t id e o lo g ic a l and po-

h t i c a l  l in e  on the Chicano N a tio n a l 
question  must be advanced a g a in s t the  
e x is t in g  o p p o rtu n is t l in e s , concrete  
program and con ten t must be g iven to  
the slogan o f  the r ig h t  o f  the Black  
N ation  to  s e lf -d e te rm in a t io n  up to  and 
in c lu d in g  secession, and to  the s tru g g le  
f o r  dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f  a l l  oppressed 
m in o r it ie s  A l l  forms o f  n a tio n a l 
chauvinism and bourgeois n a tio n a lis m  
must be combated v ig o ro u s ly .

A v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n  w h ic h  
m u s t  be  r a i s e d  a nd  r e s o l v e d  i s  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  b u ild in g  genuine m u lt i ­
n a t io n a l u n ity , which means b u ild in g  
a  genuine m u lt i-n a t io n a l communist 
p a r ty . This question  is  n o t reso lved  
by sim ply r e c r u it in g  comrades from  
d if fe r e n t  n a t io n a l i t ie s  m  the same 
o rg a n iz a tio n .  T h i s  m ay, o r  may n o t  

mean t h a t  g e n u in e  m u l t i - n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  

e x i s t s  The e n t i r e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a c t u a l ­
l y  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  u n i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t ­
i n g  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and 

c o l l e c t i v e s ,  c e m e n t in g  t h a t  u n i t y  i n t o  
a v a n g u a r d  c o m m u n is t  p a r t y ,  n ee ds  much 

g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  The k e y  t o  t h i s  p r o c ­
e s s  i s  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a c o r r e c t  
i d e o l o g i c a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  p o l i c y  and  p ro g r a m  on s e l f - d e t e r ­

m in a t i o n  f o r  o p p r e s s e d  n a t i o n s  and 
d e m o c r a t i c  r i g h t s  f o r  n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i ­
t i e s

B e c a u s e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Q u e s t i o n  i s  a 
c o m p o n e n t  p a r t  o f  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u ­
t i o n ,  i t  i s  a f u n d a m e n ta l  q u e s t i o n  o f  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  u n ity  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
as a w h o le ,  o n e  a r o u n d  w h ic h  a l l  "lack  
o f  c la r i t y "  m u s t  be e l i m i n a t e d  As 
L e n in  s t a t e d ,

"In  the in t e r n a t io n a l is t  education  
o f  the workers o f  the oppressor 
c o u n trie s , emphasis must necessar­
i l y  be la id  on t h e ir  advocating  
freedom f o r  the oppressed co u n tries  
to  secede and t h e i r  f ig h t in g  f o r  i t  
W ithout th is  th e re  can be no_ in t e r ­
n a tio n a lis m  I t  is  our r ig h t  and 
duty to  t r e a t  every Socia l-D em ocrat 
o f  an oppressed n a tio n  who f a i l s  to  
conduct such propaganda as a scoun­
d re l and an im p e r ia l is t  This is  
an abso lu te  demand, even where the  
chance o f  secession being p o ss ib le  
and 'p r a c t ic a b le ' befo re  idle in t r o ­
du ctio n  o f  s o c ia lis m  is  only one 
in  a thousand." "The D iscussion  
on S e lf-D e te rm in a tio n  Summed Up",
Len in , CW, Vol 22, p . 346. ^
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The Struggle for
the Right of Self-Determination

Crit icism/Self-Crit icism On The National Question
In 1930j the Commum8t International 

pointed out that the CPUSA "has not 
yet succeeded in overcoming in its  own 
ranks a ll  under-estimation of the
struggle for the slogan o f the right to 
self-determination, and s t i l l  less 
suceeded in doing away with a l l  lack of 
clarity  on the Negro question. In Party 
discussion the question was often wrong­
ly put " (UNITE.',Vol 1,N0. l,p-16) In 
the last few years, since the break with 
the revis ionist line of the RCP on the 
Black National Question, important steps 
have been taken toward recognizing the 
importance of the struggle for the 
slogan of the right to self-determina­
tion, and toward reaching c la r i ty  on 
the " Negro question "— but we remain 
a long way from sucessfully carrying 
out this task which the Communist 
International set before the American 
working class some 46 years ago

The MLOC has consistently recognized 
the objective importance of the national 
question as a component part of prole­
tarian revolution H istorica lly  in the 
United States, whether or not to recog­
nize the existence of an oppressed 
nation in the Black Belt South, to 
raise the struggle for the slogan of 
the right to self-determination for 
this oppressed nation, provide concrete 
material aid to this struggle, has 
always been a clear demarcation between 
revolution and reaction, Marxism-Lenin­
ism and opportunism

In UNITE', Vol 1,No 1 (pg 10,c.3,p3), 
the MLOC stated tha t," In  particu lar,  
each of S ta lin 's  five  c r i t e r ia  must be 
fu lly  demonstrated " This is one 
example, as the Comintern pointed out, 
of putting the question wrongly'

Comrade S ta lin , in THE NATIONAL 
QUESTION AND LENINISM( Vol 11,p 348-9), 
in combatting the opportunist lines at 
that time in Russia, stated clearly  
that,

" The Russian Marxists have long 
had their theory of the nation 
According to this theory, a 
nation is a historically constituted, 
stable community of people, formed 
on the basis o f the cormon 
possession of four principal 
characteristics, namely a common

language, a cormon territory, 
a cormon economic l ife , and a 
aorrmon psychological make-up mani­
fested m cormon specific features 
of national culture This theory, 
as we know, has received general 
recognition in our Party.

I t  is evident from your letters 
that you consider this theory in­
adequate You therefore propose 
that the four characteristics of 
a nation be supplemented by a 
f i f th ,  namely, that a nation 
possesses its  own, separate national 
state You consider that there is  
not and cannot be a nation unless 
this f if th  characteristic is 
present

I  think that the scheme you 
propose, with its  new, f if th  
characteristic of the concept 
"nation", is profoundly mistaken, 
and cannot be jus tified  either 
theoretically or in pratice, 
po litica lly  "
I t  is c lear from what Comrade Stalin  

stated that the position of the MLOC 
that there exists " five c r i te r ia  " 
is a defin ite  right deviation on the 
national question, applied to the Black 
Nation in the United States This devia­
tion is two-fold F irs t ,  in adding an 
additional f if th  factor to the theory 
of the nation Second, in referring to 
what Stalin indicates as " character­

is tics" or "elements" as criteria . Both 
of these errors must be repudiated.

This repudiation of these errors is 
a result both of the internal struggle 
within the MLOC which developed around 
these questions, and the comradely c r i t ­
icism offered the MLOC by the Communist 
Workers Group (ML) pointing out the de­
viation regarding f iv e ,  rather than four 
characteristics.
SELF-CRITICISM

In advancing this s e If -c r it ic ism ,  
the MLOC points to the general import­
ance of crit ic ism  and s e lf -c r i t ic is m  f 
around the National Question in p a r t i ­
cular, and its crucial need within the 
revolutionary movement in general

Comrade S talin  pointed out two 
v ita l  elements of s e lf -c r i t ic is m  in

"The Work of the April Joint Plenum of 
the C C. and C.C.C.'J WORKS, Vol I I ,  p. 
38. F irs t ,  that we must conduct s e l f -  
crit ic ism  to "sharpen the vigilance 
of the working class, make i t  pay 
more attention to our shortcomings, 
fa c ilita te  their correction...". And 
second, "to improve the po litica l 
culture o f the working class " In the 
case of the former, there should be 
l i t t l e  doubt of the importance of sharp­
ening our vigilance against deviations 
and opportunist lines on the National 
Question, and overcoming the numerous 
weaknesses in theory and practice on 
the Black National question amongst 
Marxist-Leninists in this country 
With the la t te r ,  i t  is a question of 
tra in ing cadre to find th e ir  own inde­
pendent bearings, to always'ask the 
whys and wherefores of everything', i t  
is in this s p i r i t  that s e lf -c r i t ic is m  
is offered by the MLOC.

The f ir s t  error of the MLOC was 
to add an additional f i f th  feature 
to the Marxist theory o f a nation 
Stalin is clear that the Russian 
Marxist theory of a nation contains 
four "characteristics" ( Vol. 11,p 348, 
line 14) or "elements" ( Vol. 11,p 351, 
line 19), (1) a common language, (2) a 
cormon territory, (3) a cormon econo­
mic life , (4) a cormon psychological 
make-up manifested m a cormon culture".

The error the MLOC made was to s p l i t  
the question of psychological make-up 
and common culture into two separate 
elements of the nation, rather than 
one, as Stalin indicates Another 
sim ilar right deviation, often occur- 
ing in our movement, is to consider 
the basic defin ition of a nation, the 
"h is torica lly  constituted, stable 
community of people " as a f i f th  
element of the theory of a nation.

This deviation must be distinguished 
from the opportunist line which adds 
some completely d iffe ren t element, such 
as the existence of a state apparatus, 
which Stalin c r it ic iz e d ,  as a f i f th  
characteristic  of the theory of the 
nation The h istorical analogy today 
is represented by the RCP's line of a 
"peasant nation"

(Red Papers5 , p 31)

(Cont p 25)
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