
Foreign im ports
What you should know about 
"foreign imports”. Capitalists 
blame their crisis on "foreign im
ports”, but it is important for the 
working class to understand the 
dual nature o f  foreign imports.
(see page 6).

SUPPORT THE 
PEOPLE’S STRUGGLE!

STATEMENT FROM THE PAN AFRICANIST CONGRESS:

“The apartheid regime has been driven to panic measures by the growing 
tide of liberation of the Azanian masses. They are taking desperate measures 
in order to escape the outbreak of full scale liberation war.

“As far as the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) is (continued on page 2)

PL A
-  November 8th marks 

the 36th anniversary o f the found
ing o f  the Party o f  Labor o f Alban
ia. The PLA, since its inception, 
has tirelessly waged class struggle, 
both inside and outside the party, 
in order to safeguard, implement 
and enrich a single correct Marxist- 
Leninist line. ( see page 8)
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Carter plans tour...

to Strengthen 
Imperialist Ties

D o c k
W o rk e rs

B u ild
U n ity

D u rin g
S tr ik e

New Orleans, Louisiana — On Sept
ember 30, 2000 workers in New 
Orleans shut down the docks. The 
contract between the Steamship As
sociation and the International 
Longshoremen’s Association had 
expired.

Both the Black and white locals 
here have militantly joined forces 
to combat the attacks by the cap
italists and the sell-out tactics of 
the trade union bureaucrats.

The workers are demanding a 
guaranteed 40 hour income, as 
many workers are presently only 
working a 3 day week. They are 
also demanding a system of up
grading classificiations of all work

ers rather than the present system 
which makes it difficult for low
er classification workers to ever ac
cumulate enough hours to be up
graded. This present system is bias
ed against younger Black workers.

The Steamship Association’s offer 
had no provision for job security; it 
called for a reduction of work gangs 
which would involve a layoff of a- 
bout 30% of the work force; it had 
no provision for upgrading classifi
cations ; it would have allowed the 
foreman the discretion of whether 
or not to work in the rain; and it at
tempted to gain an open shop.

I the face of the proposed attack 
by the Steamship Association, the 
trade union bureaucrats called for a 
selective strike of only containeriz
ed vessels. This was outright 
treachery, especially in New Orleans 
where only 10-25% of the ships 
are containerized. The containeriz
ed department involved only several 
hundred workers of the over 2000.

The workers, however, recognized 
this as an attempt to strip them of a 
powerful weapon — unified militant 
action. A dock-wide general strike 
would cost the Port of New Orleans 
two and a half million dollars a day. 
Why would the trade union bureau
crats want to limit such a powerful 
blow unless they wanted to protect 

( continued on page 4 )

On November 22nd, President 
Carter will leave Washington on an 
11-day, 8 country, 4 continent tour. 
On this second trip abroad, he will 
visit Venezuela, Brazil, Nigeria, In
dia, Iran, France, Belgium, and Po
land.

Carter plans to visit each country 
for specific reasons and with several 
goals in mind. But despite whatever 
rifts he hopes to smooth over or 
deals he hopes to make, overall, the 
trip points to the aggresive stance 
of U.S. imperialism internationally. 
The U.S. imperialists are actively 
moving to shore-up old alliances, 
negotiate new deals, heal old 
wounds, and make new inroads. 
Though buffeted and weakened by 
the general crisis, by Soviet social- 
imperialist gains, and by the resis
tance of the world’s exploited and 
oppressed peoples to neo-colonial 
control, U. S. imperialism has by no 
means given up the fight, laid down 
its guns, and waved the white flag 
of surrender. Despite the preachings 
of idealists, opportunists, and polit
ical swindlers, U.S. imperialism has 
not been transformed from a vi
cious and aggressive tiger into a 
tame pussy cat. Contention be
tween the two superpowers is 
fierce. Both are aggressive.* Both 
strive for world domination. Both

connive with sugar-coated and real 
bullets, threatening the world’s peo
ple. Both are actively preparing for 
war.

Carter’s trip exposes the U.S. tac
tic of recruiting to its side strong 
dependable allies — countries that 
offer valuable resources for war 
production, are influential in their 
own regions, or are located in key 
military areas.

The deepening of the general cri
sis, fierce superpower contention, 
world-wide resistance, as well as the 
unwillingness of the U.S. working 
class to support the imperialist 
practice of playing “peacekeeper” 
to the world (so vividly exposed in 
Vietnam), long ago forced U.S. im
perialism to take up this tactic. To
day, U.S. imperialism seeks with 
military and social bribes to main
tain allies in various regions capable 
of playing leading role in dominat
ing their neighbors. This is part of 
the overall program of increased 
world-wide domination, and is most 
clearly thecase with Brazil, Nigeria, 
and Iran, key countries in South 
America, Africa, and the Middle 
East. It is with this plan in mind 
that Carter will depart on Novem
ber 22, hoping to guarantee these 
nations’ continued service as go-be- 

( continued on page 10 )

“Amnesty”for Undocumented 
Workers: A Step Towards

FASCISM
The Immigration and Naturaliza

tion Service has stepped up its sys
tematic campaign of mass terror a- 
gainst oppressed nationality com
munities. Last year 875,000 men, 
women and children were arrested 
and deported from the U.S. This 
year there will be more.

Already, these attacks have sur
passed the vicious “Operation Wet
back” of the early 1950’s when 
1,800,000 people were deported in 
two years, and the 1930’s when 
over a million people, including 
many native-born Chicanos, were 
rounded up and transported to 

^Mexico. .
Tliis reign of terror has been ac

companied by hysterical scape
goating in the mass media. Mexican 

( continued on page 13 )

As in this LA. demonstration, in 1973, the 
working class must continue to struggle a- 
gainst the fascist attacks on undocumented 
workers and build multi-nationai unity.
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D aw n w ith  th e  F asc is t Ifo rs ter R e g im e l

(continued from  page 1 ) 
concerned, these measures will only 
strengthen our peoples’ resolve to 
perservere in struggle. Our owri pro
gram of launching continuous 
peoples war has not been interrupt
ed, in fact it can only gain by out
lawing existing organizations. The 
arrest of community leaders, clos
ing down of black newspapers 
which helped to bring out accurate 
news about the atrocities in the 
black ghettos for the resistance of 
the people will grow stronger.

In the international community, 
our comrades in arms and all free
dom-loving people have a duty to 
multiply their internationalism in 
support of Azania.

Concretely we ask: s

1. organize Azanian Support 
Committees at grass root, 
local, state and national 
levels.

2. mount militant demonstra
tions at South African embas

sies, consulates, and other 
offices of the South African 
regime.

3. hold demonstrations against 
the 350 multi-national corp
orations which prop up South 
Africa economically.

4, Petition and telephone the 
President of the U.S., Sena
tors, Representatives in Con
gress urging them to immedi
ately sever all military, ec
onomic and political ties with 
the South African regime.

This struggle has already taken a 
heavy toll on us. It is draining our 
material resources. We hope friends 
of our struggle will raise financial 
and other material support to aid 
us.”

Please send it to:
Pan Africanist Congress 
External Headquarters 

Box 2412 Dar Es Salaam 
Tanzania

C A PITA LIST WORKING

C O N D ITIO N S K ILL  W O RKERSl

The numbers of workers that are 
daily being killed by job related ac
cidents and diseases is steadily 
growing. Even the government has 
been forced to admit that one out 
of every four workers is exposed to 
cancer causing agents and most of 
these are unaware of the danger.

This outright murder of members 
our class must be stopped! Despite 
the continual demand for safe 
working conditions, the situation is 
steadily deteriorating. The capital
ists refuse to provide workers with 
necessary safety equipment that 
can actually be worn while work
ing. They refuse to install proper

ventilation systems. They refuse to 
stop using death causing chemicals.

We refuse to die from these con
ditions so that the capitalists can 
make a greater profit! We can not 
allow this situation to go on. We 
must fight through our unions for 
the right to have safe working con
ditions. And, we must stop the 
collaboration of the* trade union 
bureaucrats and the capitalists. In 
order to be able to fight to end 
capitalism, we must ensure the 
fighting ability of our class. The 
struggle for safe working conditions 
is a part of that battle.

We Demand Safe Working Conditions for All Workers!
We Demand Decent Health Care Be Provided for All Workers!

The Marxist-Leninist Organizing 
Committee strongly .condemns the 
fascist Vorster regime for its con
tinued brutal repression and exploi
tation of the masses of Azania. The 
recent stepped-up measures show 
the extent to which these fascists 
will go in order to maintain their 
exploitative rule. We militantly 
support the Pan Africanist Con
gress, and the Azanian peoples in 
their war of liberation. The Azan
ian people’s strength will only be 
further tempered by these new 
tactics of the racist Vorster. The 
revolutionary people of the world 
do not back down in the face of 
fascism and reactionary violence. 
They grow all the more strong. 
The revolutionary tide will not turn 
back for Vorster or any of the im
perialists* it has become a raging 
torrent. Victory is inevitable for 
the Azanian people.
The American people should re
spond to the fullest extent possible 
to the call issued by PAC.
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Revolution 
Will Surely T

ON THE IN TE R N A TIO N A L S ITU A TIO N  . .  ■

A  statement from the Central Committee of 

of the Marxist-Leninist Organizing Committee 

on the current world situation and our tasks, 

including discussion o f the basic contradic

tions of imperialism, the correct strategy and 

tactics of the proletariat and its allies, and the 

struggle against modern revisionism and the 

anti-Leninist theory of the "three worlds".

$.50, bulk orders available
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On the 36th anniversary o f  the 
founding o f  / he Party o f  Labor 
o f  Albania, we are proud to o f
fer fo r  regular distribution 
through UNITE!:

From Comrade Enver Hoxha, First 
Secretary of the Party of Labor of 
Albania:

SELECTED WORKS, Vol.l S5.25
SELECTED WORKS, Vol.2 5.25
“Report to the 7th
Congress o f the PLA S.90
“Socialism is Built by
the Masses, the Party Makes
Them Conscious” $.30
“Khrushchev Kneeling Before
Tito” , September 13,1964 $25
“The Crisis of Italian
Modern Revisionism” , Novermber
1964 $.25
“Conversation with Chou
En Lai, March 1965 $.25

From Zeri i Popullit:
The Theory and Practice of 
the Revolution, July 7,1977. 
published by UNITE! $.50
Congress of the Soviet 
Revisionists, March 12, 
published by UNITE! $.25
Conference of European 
Insecurity, July 20, 1976, 
published by UNITE! $.25

From the Albanian Telegraphic 
Agency:

Summary qf the Report of Enver 
Hoxha to the 7th Party Congress, 
Reprinted by UNITE! $.25

ALBANIA TODAY, issued every 
two months $4.50 per year
NEW ALBANIA, issued every 
two months $.4.50 per year

SelectedWorks
of

Mao Tgetung
Volume V

The publication of Volume V of the 
Selected Works of Mao Tsetung marks' 
an important contribution to the treas
ure house of Marxism-Leninism, and un
derstanding of the Chinese Revolution. 
Containing works between 1949 and 
1957, it provides many important in
sights into the development of the 
Chinese Communist Party, and the class 
struggle worldwide. All revolutionary 
fighters are encouraged by the MLGC to 
take the time to carefully study this re
cent volume. $4.25 phis shipping costs.
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THE MENACE OF FASCISM WILL BE

SMASHED BY THE MIGHTY

FIST OF THE

The menace of fascism is once 
again confronting the working class 
and oppressed peoples around the 
world. Not since the rise of fascism 
in the 1930’s has there been such a 
revival of fascist organizations and 
groups as there is today.
Around the world the interna

tional proletariat has been set into 
motion in reaction to the crisis of 
capitalism. The strength of the pro
letariat is growing and this force is 
being organized by the genuine 
communist parties of the working 
class.

In a desperate attempt to curb 
this inevitable tide of revolutionary 
activity of the proletariat and in 
an effort to shift the burden of the 
crisis onto the backs of the working 
class the bourgeoisie is actively pro
moting the growth of fascism.

Where there is instability, the 
fascists promise stability. Where 
there is high unemployment, 
the fascists promise employment. 
Where there is moral decay, the 
fascists promise high moral 
standards, BUT THE FACTS 
STAND IN STARK CONTRAST 
TO THE PROMISES OF 
THE FASCISTS.

In the U.S. the Ku Klux Klan and 
the Nazis are becoming more and 
more visible. There is hardly a 
month that goes by without these 
fascists holding a demonstration. 
Their reactionary terror is continu
ally being used to intimidate and 
harass workers and oppressed 
peoples. In the Black Belt South, 
the KKK, long the henchmen of re
action, have continued their tradi
tion of beatings, lynchings and hate 
rallies. In August, there was a de
monstration in Pascagoula, Louisi
ana, in September it was in Mobile, 
Alabama, in October it was in Bir
mingham, Alabama. Unknown 
number of Blacks across the South 
are continually beaten or murdered 
by these fascists.

In other parts of the U.S. the 
Nazis and the KKK are also, active. 
UNITE has pointed out in the past 
about the activities of the Nazis in 
the busing struggle in Chicago, 
about the bombing of Black fami
lies’ homes and so on.

There is no doubt that the rise of 
fascist activity here in the U.S. is an 
integral part of the trend intemar 
tionally. In Germany, according to 
Albanian Telegraphic Agency, there

PROLETARIAT!
are now about 150 fascist organiza
tions that are operating. These 
organizations publish nearly 
280,000 copies of newspapers, mag
azines and other propaganda week
ly. It has now become fashionable 
to hold meetings of Former Nazis 
of the Third Reich. Theaters and 
TV now show films that depict the 
enemy of the working class, Hitler, 
as a sensible man and a great mili
tary strategist. All of this fascist 
activity is openly allowed and 
promoted by the German bourgeoi
sie. And related to this fascist acti
vity is the current push for legisla
tion that will outlaw all communist 
organizations.

In Italy the fascist activity has 
assumed great proportions. There 
are over 30 fascist organizations 
that are operating there which are 
led by the fascist “Italian Social 
Movement”. This organization is 
headed by a collaborator of 
Mussolini, Almirante. These fascist 
gangs carry out murders, tortures, 
and kidnapping. The Italian bour
geoisie openly supports this revival 
of fascism by financing the Italian 
Social Movement to the sum of 3.6 
billion lire ($4.1 million).

The bourgeoisie is actively pro
moting the growth of fascism 
because they need fascism to main
tain their class rule. As Georgi 
Dimitrov said in 1935,

“The imperialist circles are try
ing to shift the whole burden of 
the crisis onto the shoulders of 
the working people. That is why 
they need fascism.
“They are trying to solve the 

problems of markets by enslaving 
the weak nations by intensifying 
colonial oppression and reparti
tioning the world anew by means 
of war. This is why they need 
fascism.
“They are trying to forestall the 

growth of the forces of revolu
tion by smashing the revolution
ary movement of the workers

Marchers at the African- 
Liberation Day demonstration 

in May, routed a Nazi counter
demonstration. Fascism is a 

ferocious enemy of working and 
oppressed people, but it is a 

monster with feet of clay.
The working class and all 

progressive people must immed
iately take up the 

battle against all fascists and 
moves by the bourgeoisie to

wards fascism.
2S -V.- . As.i

and peasants and by undertaking 
a military attack against the 
Soviet Union -  the bulwark of 
the world’s proletariat. That is why 
they need fascism.” (Dimitrov, 
FOR THE UNITY OF THE 
WORKING CLASS AGAINST , 
FASCISM, 1935, p.7)

When we look at the situation in 
the capitalist countries today it can 
be seen that these are the reasons 
for the rise of fascism again today.

The capitalists today are facing 
an extreme crisis. Factories are be
ing shut down, unemployment is 
high, there is moral decay. The 
world markets of the capitalists are 
also shrinking. National liberation 
movements are demanding the right 
of self-determination and are driv
ing the imperialists from their land. 
At home the capitalists face a grow
ing workers’ movement, under the 
leadership of Marxist-Leninists and 
genuine communist parties. All 
these factors together make the 
crisis of the capitalists an all-round 
crisis. And as the capitalists find 
themselves driven into a blind alley, 
they are compelled to establish a 
fascist dictatorship and head for 
war.

Fascism is the open, terroristic 
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. It 
is the reactionary rule of finance - 
capital and stands in total op
position to the interests of the 
working class. Fascism preys upon 
the discontent of the petty bour
geoisie and backward elements of 
the working class. Where there is 
instability, the fascists promise sta
bility. Where there is high unem
ployment, the fascists promise 
employment Where there is moral 
decay, the fascists promise high 
moral standards. But the facts stand 
in stark constrast to the promises of 
the fascists. Wherever there is the 
rule of the fascists there is repres
sion—the denial of all rights of 
working and oppressed peoples. 
Strikes and unions are often out

lawed. National minorities and 
oppressed nations are persecuted. 
And the reign of capital is rein
forced.

The working class and all pro
gressive people oppose all moves 
toward fascism. On October 8th, in 
Germany a joint demonstration was 
held to oppose the proposed legisla
tion to outlaw all communist organ
izations. The demonstration was 
sponsored by the Communist Party 
of Germany, the Communist Party 
of Germany (M-L), and the Com
munist Bund of Germany. This 
marks a determined effort by all 
Marxist-Leninist and progressive 
forces to resolutely fight this 
trend towards fascism. This struggle 
is supported by the international 
proletariat.

Here in the U.S. there is also 
growing opposition to the KKK and 
the Nazis. In Mobile, Alabama, last 
month the KKK demonstration was 
routed by a demonstration of 
community people.

While the menace of fascism is 
growing, so also is the opposition to 
it. Fascism is a ferocious enemy of 
the working and oppressed people
of the world but it is a monster

%

with clay feet. The stronger that 
the power of the fascists grows, the 
indignation of the working class 
grows even stronger. It is the task 
of the working class and all 
progressive people to immediately 
take up the battle against all fascists 
and moves by the bourgeoisie to
wards fascism. In this battle, the 
international working class stands 
firmly united under the demand:

Death to the fascists!



SHARPEN THE STRUGGLE
IN  THE TRADE UNIONS

Rylock
After seven months of striking, 

the workers at Rylock, San Lean
dro, California, are still on the line. 
They have stood up to police 
brutality, assaults from security 
guards and scabs, and now endless 
court action. There are currently 
70 to 75 scabs in the plant. Yet the 
workers are determined not to 
surrender.

The harshest blows dealt the 
workers are from the trade union 
bureaucrats in the International 
Association of Machinists. These 
traitors have consistently refused to 
take any action that might signifi
cantly change the direction of the 
strike. They discouraged mass sup
port of the strike at a time when it 
was critical.They discouraged work
er participation in making strategy 
and negotiating. And they refused 
to keep the rank and file informed 
of any developments.

Last July, the police came to the 
line and began arresting and beating 
up strikers. Men and women, young 
and old were thrown down, kicked

and brutally thrown in the paddy 
wagon. It was no coincidence that 
it was the leadership of the workers 
that was arrested. People had seen 
the company pointing out these 
workers to the cops.

The trial of the 13 arrested 
strikers has begun. The company 
and the police are on an all-out 
offensive to try and get convictions 
and jail terms. What is crucial, now 
more than ever, is the support of 
other workers. Recently, it was ex
posed that all the money in the 
strike fund that was supposed to 
ease the financial burden of the 
workers has been going to pay 
court costs, lawyers, bail, etc.

UNITE! has received the following 
request from the striking Rylock 
workers and will forward all dona
tions to the strike committee.

To workers thru-out the nation:

The trial has been going on since 
Monday and there hasn’t been any 
business agent down at the court
house! The last time we saw our 
own representative was August 3rd,.

and then all he said was “Hello”.
Donations have been sent to the 

union hall and we haven’t seen a 
cent except two $15 bonuses. So 
please send donations c/o

UNITE!
P.O.B. 8041
Chicago, Illinois 60680 

Then we’ll know it is coming to the 
picket line. Make checks payable to 
UNITE! and attach a note saying 
“for Rylock strikers”.

Pullman
Approximately 2,300 workers at 

Pullman Standard Company’s pass- 
anger car and freight car plants in 
Hammond, Indiana and Chicago, 
and 4,200 union members at freight 
car plants in Bessemer, Alabama 
and Butler, Pennsylvania have 
downed tools. The strike is the first 
company-wide walk out against Pul
lman since the 1894 strike led by 
socialist Eugene Debs. The union 
mounted 24 hour picket lines at the 
plant gate, but management has re
portedly ordered foremen to con

tinue production in the struck plant
The major national dispute is a 

company proposal to eliminate a 
30-year-old contract clause which 
allows freight car plant workers to 
strike over unresolved incentive pay 
grievances. But workers are deter
mined not to give up this right. 
Pullman is also trying to eliminate 
or reduce incentive pay with only 
partial wage compensation. 
While we see incentives as a method 
to divide workers, this is clearly a 
harsh attack on the living standard 
of Pullman workers and should not 
be tolerated.

The key issue for Chicago and 
Hammond workers who are not 
affected by the incentive struggle 
(passenger car builders) is seniority 
rights. Workers at Pullman are still 
struggling for seniority rights over: 
work shifts, job bidding, equaliza
tion of pay rates and layoff and re
call schedules, basic seniority rights 
most organized workers got years 
ago. Workers are also demanding 
improvements in health and safety 
protection, working conditions, 
medical and other benefits.

S u p p o r t  th e  
D o c k w o rk e rs

m i .....~ .~....
Black and white 

workers united for a 
militant dock-wide 

strike in New Orleans 
but were sold out 

by their trade union 
bureaucrats. The 

strike is'a blow to the 
system of national 

oppression because of 
the unity of 

white and Black 
workers through this 

strike and by the 
demand for the 

merger of the two 
locals being taken up 
by a larger and larger 

number of workers.

l  p?
P *  STRiKK. 
NO CONTRA?
I NO work .

• O  l  ■

( continued from page 1 ) 
the interests of the Steamship Asso
ciation?

The workers responded to this 
misleadership in a unified voice, 
2000 strong. They shouted down 
these traitors and demanded a 
dock-wide strike.

Overriding the angry response of 
the workers to this treachery, the 
bureaucrats ordered an end to the 
general strike and called for a selec
tive strike.

Despite the militant talk by the 
bureaucrats, the workers know that 
the bureaucrats have done nothing 
to build the strike. Not only have

they sold out the powerful weapon 
of a dock-wide strike, they have 
also done nothing to raise strike 
funds, stop ships from being un
loaded up the river, nor have they 
tried to build support from other 
workers and the community.

The dock strike in New Orleans is 
a significant battle for the working 
class. It is a blow to the system of 
national oppression because 
throughout this strike, white and 
Black workers have worked to
gether and the demand for the mer
ger of the two locals is being taken 
up by a larger and larger number of 
workers. (Currently there is a sep

arate local for Black and whites.) 
In the oppressed Black Belt Nation, 
divisions caused by imperialist 
exploitation run deep between 
Black and white workers. All sorts 
of barriers to building genuine un
ity of the working class have been 
thrown up, like the separate locals 
on the docks.

This strike has driven the lesson 
home clearly: there must be only 
one local. It is only by uniting as a 
class that any victories will be pos
sible.
Although the dockworkers have 
been forced to accept the sell-out 
of the trade union bureaucrats, the 
growing understanding of this kind 
of treachery and the resistance to 
it, represents a step forward in the 
fight to reclaim the unions by class
conscious forces. The bureaucrats, 
under the pressure of the capital
ists, had to move swiftly to smash 
this militancy in New Orleans. For 
in the Black Belt Nation where un
ions are hard to find, and “right to 
work ” laws exist, these workers’ 
powerful example of resistance for 
the whole working class is one the 
capitalists did not want other work
ers in the South to learn from.

While this strike is just one of 
many battles between the working 
class and the capitalist class, it is 
an important one. In each strug
gle that is waged, lessons are leam- 
and deepened. In this particular 
strike, the lessons are the need for 
multi-national unity and the neces
sity of having our unions led by 
class-conscious forces. By learning 
these lessons, the working class pre
pares for the main battle ahead — 
the overthrow of the whole capital
ist system.

Merge the Two Locals!
Support the Dockworkers!

B a ttle
In te n s if ie s  
a t S te a r n s  
M ine
Stearns, Kentucky — In mid- 
October, miners in Stearns, Kentuc
ky, waged a bitter battle with the 
Kentucky State Police in order to 
block attempts to bring in scabs. 
Stearns miners have been on strike 
for 17 months for a United Mine 
Workers Contract.

On October 14, the Blue Dia
mond Coal Company tried to send 
in scabs to work the mine. The stri
kers prevented this. However, it 
resulted in over a dozen miners be
ing arrested.

The miners met that weekend and 
decided that regardless of any court 
injunctions, they had to take a firm 
stand and prevent scabs from going 
in. The miners realized that the 
courts are agents of the capitalists. 
They realized that they can not 
obey the orders of the courts and 
still win their strike.

On October 16, over 100 miners 
camped out by the main picket line 
to prevent any attempt to send 
scabs in on Monday morning. Over 
100 Kentucky State Police, heavily 
equipped in riot gear, were sent in 
to clear out the pickets. But before 
they reached the main picket site, 
they were surprised by the Stearns 
Miners Women’s Club. The police 
convoy was completely disrupted 
and 5 police vehicles were put out 
of commission. Thirty of the wo
men were arrested.

When the police came to the 
picket line, they faced miners who 
were armed only with sticks, but re-

( continued on next page )
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M oldm akers & B o ttle  B low ers Unite A gainst A ttack s
Oakland, California — Moldmakers 
of the American Flint Glass Work
ers Union (AFGWU) have been out 
on strike since September 15 at 
over 75 plants across the country. 
These are bottle making plants 
owned by thirteen big companies 
organized into the Glass Packag
ing Institute (GPI), which has 
forced the strike with its speed-up 
demand that moldmakers perform 
“dual-operations”, that is, work 
two machines at once.

Showing a high level of working 
class consciousness, members of the 
Glass Bottle Blowers Association 
(GBBA), the vast majority of work
ers in the industry, have stayed out, 
honoring the AFGWU picket lines 
and raising their own demands.

The moldmakers are labor aristo
crats, organized into a narrow craft 
union and holding a privileged posi
tion in relation to the rest of the 
workers in the industry. But as the 
capitalist system falls deeper and 
deeper into crisis, the bourgeoisie 
has less money available with which 
to maintain the privileged workers 
and so it makes take-away offers 
such as “dual operations”.

These are only warm-ups in pre
paration for still greater attacks on 
the majority of workers in the glass 
industry who are already doing, 
hard, heavy work in hot, dirty, 
unsafe conditions.

GBBA Union Bureaucrats Serve 
the Capitalists

The union bureaucrats who run 
the GBBA consistently try to block 
united action by the membership a- 
gainst the capitalists. The “Inter
national” leadership, which wrote 
“no-strike” clauses into all the 
GBBA contracts, sends out tele
grams saying “go back to work” 
and regional representatives try 
to convince' workers “it is not 
our strike”. In Oakland, the local 
president of GBBA Local No. 155 

at Brockway Glass has made him
self scarce, only appearing at union 
meetings to tell workers it’s “your 
individual decision whether to work 
or not.”

Despite a "no-strike" contract, women bottle blowers (above) at Brockway 
Glass in Oakland, California, have gone out on strike in solidarity with mold- 
makers.

Rank and File Organizes

Workers in Local 155 organized 
a Glassworkers Support Committee 
at a mass union meeting right after 
the strike started. The purpose of 
the committee is to raise funds (no 
one is getting strike benefits or un
employment insurance), build 
strength on the picket line, and lay 
the basis for a plant-wide shop com
mittee that fights workers griev
ances on the shop floor when the 
strike if over.

The MLOC has been actively par
ticipating in the committee, raising 
the level of struggle to conscious 
struggle of the class against the 
whole capitalist system. This is be
ing done by not only fighting for 
day-to-day demands but by consis
tently pointing out the final aims of 
our movement, socialism and com
munism, and the road to get there, 
armed revolution lead by a com
munist party. The MLOC has stres
sed the need to draw in outside sup
port from other unions and com
munity organizations, and likewise, 
for the striking glassworkers to lend 
support to other workers and op
pressed people in struggle, such as 
the Dawson Five in Georgia.

This correct line is in opposition 
to an incorrect right opportunist 
line put out in the committee. This 
incorrect line tries to limit the 
scope of the committee to fund

( continued from page 4 ) 
fused to budge. Bitter fighting 
broke out and 60 strikers were ar
rested. 15 strikers were hospitalized 
as were several police. Those arrest
ed were charged with contempt of 
court for violating the injunction, 
assault and disorderly conduct. All 
90 have now been released.

The fighting spirit of the strikers, 
reliance on their own strength rath

er than the courts, lias resulted in a 
patrial victory.. The company has 
temporarily given up attempts to 
bring in scabs and the court has 
backed down on the threat to abo
lish all pickets.

The struggle at Stearns, however, 
is far from over. The miners are 
maintaining a vigilant picket line 
and are prepared for further attacks 
Support must continue to be built.

Messages of support and contributions to cover legal expenses and hospital 
bills can be sent to: Stearns Strikers/Stearns Miners Women’s Club Union 
Hall, Whitley City, McCreary County, Kentucky.

raising, and separates this task off 
from the crucial task of mobilizing 
all-around political support. Right 
opportunism seeks to follow the 
path of least resistance, bowing to

the most backward tendencies of 
some workers, and refusing to raise 
socialist revolution as the aim of 
our movement.

Demands

We must mobilize full support for 
the demands. The two main de
mands at this time are:

— Satisfy the molders demands! 
No dual-operations!

— No firings before or after the 
strike is over!

By fighting for these demands we 
are fighting to hold our ground a- 
gainst the capitalist attacks, while 
organizing for still greater battles. 
Step by step we will put ourselves 
in a better position to take back the 
control of our unions and fight for 
socialism!

Join the Picket Line!
Shut the Plants Down!

C O A L :O n e  U n io n ,

Jn spite of the brutal attacks of the state (above), including about 100 
^arrests of Stearns miners and Women's Club members, miners success
fully kept scabs out of their mine.

While the UMWA rank and file 
prepares itself for a bitter national 
strike for a new contract, it is being 
attacked on two fronts. On one 
hand the capitalists are stepping up 
their drive to cripple the UMW. On 
the other hand the rank and file is 
being attacked by the social props 
of the bourgeoisie within the work
ing class movement.

This includes Arnold Miller, the 
UMW President whose strivings for 
power have left the UMW weak in 
the face of the bourgeoisie’s at
tacks. This also includes the lead
ers of other unions in the coalfields 
whose organizing efforts extend to 
raiding UMW mines.

Fight for Industrial Unionism

Industrial unionism means the 
organization of workers along in
dustrial lines, on the principle that 
all workers in one industry should 
belong to a single union. Examples 
of this are the United Steel Work
ers, United Rubbers Workers, Unit
ed Auto Workers, and the United 
Mineworkers.

Such a tactic makes it possible 
for workers in a single industry 
to wage militant and successful 
battles against' the capitalists in 
that industry, because workers 
are not divided along craft lines 
or into many different unions. 
However, we must recognize that 
the main weakness of the struggle 
for industrial unionism over the 
last 40 years is that it has never 
been consistently connected with a 
program for class struggle.

UMW Mines Raided

Since the UMW is the largest in
dustrial union in the coalfields, it 
must be the basis of a single union 
fighting for the rights of all coal 
miners. Presently it is not that, and 
in fact is very weak. Organizing is 
at a standstill, and has been aban
doned all together in the West.

There is a trend in the coalfields 
which is actively encouraged by the 
coal operators in an attempt to fur
ther divide and weaken the working 
class movement. Other unions are 
organizing in the coalfields. Some, 
like the Southern Labor Union or 
Progressive Mine Workers Union are 
company controlled fronts whose 
sole reason for existence is to keep 
the UMW out of unorganized 
mines. Others, like the Operating 
Engineers, are craft unions who will 
guarantee the coal operators “labor 
peace” in exchange for high wages. 
These unions are being used to raid 
UMW mines. They are also organiz
ing mines where the-workers de
mand a union and where the opera
tors make it clear they will not 
“ let” the UMW in.

The result of this collaboration 
between the coal operators and 
other unions is that the working 
class movement in the coalfields is 
weakened by being divided into 
several different unions. This situa
tion exists primarily because of the 
weakness of the UMW. It is where 
the UMW is weakest — out West 
and in Southeastern Kentucky, that 
this division into several different 
unions is greatest. This is also 
where the capitalists have the great
est control over coal miners. Work
ers must fight for a single industrial 
union in the coalfields so that 
miners fight the capitalists with one 
mighty fist rather than with several 
disjointed fingers.

Southern Labor Union: A Company 
Creation

The Southern Labor Union was 
created by coal operators in 1959 
and “represents” 3000 miners. Its 
sole reason for existence is to keep 
the UMW out of unorganized mines.

At the Brookside Mine in Harlan 
County, the Eastover Mining Com
pany and the SLU have launched a 
strong campaign to drive the UMW 

( continued on next page /
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Zenith to cut 2 5 ^  off Workforce---------------

What you should know 
about “foreign imports”!

and dying down there, the real 
cause of layoffs is the general crisis 
of capitalism and not imports. Dur
ing the 1930’s when 35-40% of all 
U.S. workers were unemployed, 
there were no foreign imports to 
speak of.

What do the “Misleaders” Propose?

Chicago, Illinois — “We are very 
disappointed. We spent a tough day 
telling our employees. We’ll be sad 
to see them go.” And with that, 
John Nevin, Chairman of the Zen
ith Radio Corporation, lowered the 
boom on 5,600 working men and 
women. Within one year they will 
no longer work for Zenith. In the 
Chicago area alone, 2,100 people 
will lose their jobs. Once again the 
cutting edge of the current econo
mic crisis is laid upon the working 
class.

What is Zenith’s Explanation?

Zenith executives say they are lo
sing money. This is only partially 
true. Last year they made millions 
in profits, as usual. But their earn
ings are declining in comparison to 
previous, years. From January to 
June of 1977, earnings were $14.45 
million, as compared to $15.2 mil
lion last year.

In an attempt to regain their sta
tus as the leading TV manufactur
er (now lost to RCA which is more 
profitable), Zenith capitalists have

demanded a wide-range plan. Their 
plan is to “sacrifice” U.S. workers, 
laying their economic crisis in the 
laps of working men and women.

Zenith is unable to increase sales . 
They can’t buy materials for less. 
The only way to cut costs and in
crease profits is to cut labor costs. 
Their plan: follow the path blazed 
by RCA several years ago and move 
their plants to cheap labor markets 
overseas. Zenith has chosen Taiwan 
and Mexico. Already they have 
plants operating in these countries, 
producing assembly parts and black 
and white sets. Under capitalism, 
the owner’s profit is made off the 
exploitation of workers’ labor.

Why is Labor Cheaper Overseas?

The average worker in Taiwan, 
often only 14 years old, makes $58 
a month. The U.S. imperialist grip 
on Taiwan, both through military 
might and financial control, has 
kept a fascist, anti-labor govern
ment in power. Strikes and union 
organizing are illegal. Taiwanese

workers face extreme difficulty in 
organizing and defending their 
rights. And, as a result, they must 
labor for next to nothing.

As the economic crisis worsens, 
capitalists like Zenith run to these 
markets. They don’t like to have 
masses of U.S. workers unemploy
ed because of the potential for 
revolutionary struggle which arises, 
but they take the risk because they 
are desperate.

Why are Zenith’s Sales Down?

Following the hue and cry of o- 
ther companies, Zenith blames poor 
sales on foreign imports, in this case 
Japanese TV’s. Earlier this year, 
garment manufacturers, in cahoots 
with trade union bureaucrats, 
launched a massive “Buy America” 
campaign, urging the boycott of 
clothing made overseas. Today steel 
producers lobby hard in Washing
ton and threaten more shutdowns 
and layoffs if foreign steel imports 
are not curbed. This question of 
foreign imports is two-sided.

Competition between capitalists 
is an essential part of the system. 
But the real reason behind today’s 
economic crunch is the world-wide 
general crisis of capitalism. One 
way in which the crisis is expressed 
is quite clear in Zenith’s case. As in
flation and unemployment rise, the 
working class can’t afford to buy 
the products it produces. Zenith 
itself pointed this out. They have 
been unable to increase sales. Their 
only possible chance is to steal their 
competitors’ markets. By demand
ing an end to foreign imports, they 
are attempting to steal competitors’ 
markets here in the U.S.

But the competition is not so 
fierce as to prevent Zenith from do
ing business with Japan. In fact, 
part of Zenith’s overall plan is to 
discontinue production of stereo 
parts (costing 1,600 jobs) and to 
buy them instead from Sony.

While competition exists, to a 
greater or lesser degree in one in
dustry or another, rising up here

With tears in their eyes almost as 
big as the tears of the Zenith execu
tives, the trade union bureaucrats 
have lamented the layoff announce
ment. Likewise, the Chicago City 
Council took “swift action”. What 
have they proposed? Their best 
efforts consist of grabbing onto the 
capitalists’ coattails. The Chicago 
City Council unanimously passed 
a resolution calling on President 
Carter and Congress to protect Am
erican industry and labor from “un
fair competition practices” . And, 
no better, the trade union mislead
ers organized a demonstration call
ing on state legislators and Senator 
Adlai Stevenson to develop emer
gency curbs on imports and govern
ment regulations that would 
prevent U.S. corporations from 
shifting plants overseas. The extent 
to which these demands serve the 
interests of the owners is clear. 
Workers at four Chicago Zenith 
plants were let off work to attend 
the demonstration. How often are 
workers allowed to stop production 
and attend demonstrations?

Stopping imports is a demand of 
the capitalist class, not of the work
ing class. And even for the capital
ists, import curbs, tariffs, and the 
like are a dangerous business. If the 
U.S. implements them, other capit
alist and revisionist countries will 
follow suit, cutting off U.S. mar
kets abroad. Wanting to sell more 
than they buy is the desire of all 
capitalists. But in order to sell, 
someone must buy. It is precisely 
this kind of competition, especially 
during times of extreme crisis, 
which can lead to imperialist war.

Stop the Layoffs!

The working class cannot be 
tricked into taking up a capitalist 
demand. Zenith workers must stand 
militantly together, the 75% who 
are still working supporting the 
25% who got the axe, demanding 
that they be re hired. The demand 
of the working class is not “Boy
cott Imports”, but STOP THE 
LAYOFFS!

THE TH R EA T TO STEEL WORKERS IS CAPITALISM. UNITE! photo

The USW trade union bureaucrats hand in hand with the capitalists are waging a mas

sive campaign against foreign imports. Using such slogans as "The Threat is Real from  

Foreign Steel -  It's a Job Robbing Deal", they try to whip up nationalist sentiments a- 

mong U.S. workers. Workers in steel are facing tremendous layoffs, but can we lay the 

blame on foreign steel? No!

It is true that foreign steel imports are having an affect on U.S. steel production, but to 

blame the layoffs on imports misses the real target. That target is capitalism. U.S. im

perialism is facing a loss of markets, facing stiffer competition from other imperialists, 

and facing increased militancy from workers in this country. These factors increase the 

general crisis of capitalism So while import quotas may slightly alleviate the crisis facing 

the capitalists, temporarily, quotas w ill not solve the real problem that faces the working 

class. Our problem is the capitalist system. Our solution is socialist revolution.

( continued from page 5 ) 
out. The UMW waged a bitter 
struggle to organize that mine in 
1973-74 but that is all now threat
ened. Company harassment' in 
the form of repeated layoffs of 
militant UMW supporters and by 
intentionally aggravating safety pro
blems, has laid the basis for the 
SLU to raid at Brookside.

In the nearby Stearns strike, the 
Blue Diamond Coal Company has 
tried to use the SLU to break the 
UMW organizing effort. That at
tempt has failed because of the 
militancy of the Stearns strikers. 
Fifty strikers recently attempted to 
torm the SLU headquarters be

cause of SLU interference in their 
strike.

The SLU must be completely ex
posed as a company union working 
hand in hand with the capitalists. 
The price of working in an SLU 
mine is unsafe working conditions 
and no protection from company 
bosses. The SLU must be driven 
from the coalfields.

West: Other Unions

Recently, the Operating Engineers 
have been organizing the large strip 
mines in the West. This union has 
traditionally represented heavy 
machine operators at construction 
sites and is moving to represent 
workers at heavily mechanized strip 
mines. Organized as a craft union, 
its contracts usually call for high

wages in return for “labor peace.”
Other unions currently either 

raiding UMW mines and/or organ
iz in g  new mines include the In
ternational Brotherhood of Elec
trical Workers in Texas, the Team
sters in Alaska, and the Progressive 
Mine Workers in Illinois, Montana, 
and Wyoming. The Progressive 
Mine Workers was fdrmed in the 
1930’s when it split from the UMW 
in protest against the dictatorial 
policies of John L. Lewis. Since 
then it has operated as little more 
than a company union.

Fight Divisions in the Working Class

The representation of coal miners 
by several different unions object

ively assists the capitalists in their 
desire to cripple the UMW and have 
a “stable” workforce in the coal
fields. This situation makes a un
ited struggle even within a single 
industry difficult.

In the long run, the UMW must 
become the basis of a genuine pro
gram for class struggle in the coal
fields. The first step is to demand 
and fight for the representation of 
workers by one union, the UMW. 
This is the only way miners can 
both consistently protect them
selves against the attacks of the 
capitalists and also launch an of
fensive against the capitalists.

Stand with the Miners!

Defend the UMW!
■

*  ~~
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T h e  W o rk in g  C la s s  Looks a t  th e  M i l i t a r y . . .

Male chauvinism is bourgeois ideo
logy resulting from the oppression 
of women under class society. It is 
fostered by the capitalist class to
day as a means of maintaining the 
imperialist system by dividing the 
working class. Within the military, 
male chauvinism is used as a means 
of keeping our “fighting men” 
ready and willing to fight.

It is common for new recruits to 
be told. “If we wanted you to have 
a wife, we would have issued you 
one.” This is done at a time when 
men are young and have been 
subjected to all the most decadent 
and reactionary aspects of imperial
ist culture without having had 
enough experience to see through 
the lies they are told. Basic train
ing and the subsequent life of 
young recruits plays into all of their 
most backward prejudices concern
ing women — on the one hand, that 
they are to be used and exploited 
by the “virile” young men; on the 
other, that they are to be protected 
from the threat of foreign enemies.

Men, particularly when they are 
overseas, are held responsible for 
their wives’ (called by the military 
“dependents”) behavior. If a wo
man gets a traffic ticket overseas, 
it goes on her husband’s record. 
Any unorthodox action on her part 
will bring repercussions on her hus
band, including punishment for fail
ure to keep her in line. Even if a 
woman accompanies her husband

overseas by paying her own way, 
she can be forced back to the U.S. 
over her and her husband’s objec
tions if a commanding officer de
termines that she is disruptive. A- 
mong the Marines, the most 
“macho” of the services, wives are 
strictly prohibited for more than 60 
days if a man has an overseas tour 
of duty for thirteen months or less. 
Men are told directly that prostitu
tes will adequately serve any pur
pose a wife would serve.

Outside of literally every base in 
an oppressed nation, from the
Black Belt Nation to Asia, and 
outside most bases around the 
world, there is a bar section built 
to serve enlisted men. The bars 
serve alcohol and female compan
ionship, both at an extremely high 
price. There are both prostitutes 
and “hostesses” . Prostitution en
courages contempt for women. 
The hostesses, however, breed anti
pathy and resentment.

Bar hostesses sit and talk to GI’s,

and titillate them sexually and pres
sure them into buying drinks. GI’s 
have been known to spend their en
tire paycheck on liquor and pro
stitution. The military

promotes the view that these wo
men , usually of oppressed nation
alities, are vultures out to exploit 
GI s. It says nothing of the condi
tions forcing the women into these 
degrading positions and nothing of 
the imperialist system that causes 
those conditions.

The military, through these poli
cies, creates conditions which lead 
to antagonism between husband 
and wife and men and women, by 
encouraging a situation where a 
man attempts to be the boss in a 
household. Many women feel they 
must get their husband’s permission 
before accepting literature from or
ganizers. The story is told of a 
Navy petty officer (part of the 
labor aristocracy within the mili
tary), who conducted inspections 
of his wife and children, and insist
ed they call him “Chief’.

Women within the military are 
kept in “traditional” women’s jobs 
such as nursing, secretarial jobs or 
other clerical occupations. Their 
primary duty is to be as attractive 
as possible. In fact, Army regula
tions have provided that women’s 
skirts may be shorter if they have 
attractive legs.

It is taken as a given that women

IS IMATIONMm C 
OUT

. . .  from three young 

Chicago, Illinois -  It may seem to 
you that Blacks already dominate 
the three major sports, baseball, 
basketball and football. There is, 
for example, Dr. J., a star forward 
for the Philadelphia 76ers. There is 
O.J. Simpson who has rushed for 
over 13,000 yards. And finally, 
there is Hank Aaron who has hit 
755 life time home runs surpassing 
Babe Ruth.

All of these players are outstand
ing in their field of sports. So you 
might think that there is no na
tional chauvinism in sports. But 
right here in Chicago there is 
h*:u dnism. There is the case of

Oscar Gamble, a Black, consistent 
hitting outfielder for the White 
Sox. Gamble, however, is seldom 
allowed to play because there is a 
white player o plays this spot 
and the majc • of the fans are 
white.

James Harris, a 31 year old Black 
quarterback for the Los Angeles 
Ram has been traded to the San 
Diego Chargers to make room for 
Joe Namath, a 38 year old white 
quarterback. So far this season, 
Harris has led his new team to a 
3-1 record, while Namath led his 
team to a 2-2 record. In addition,

the Rams lost to two rebuilding 
teams, the Atlanta Falcons and the 
Chicago Bears. Even though Harris 
is better than Namath, Black quart
erbacks are consistently forced to 
play other positions or traded off 
to make room for white quarter
backs.

Overworked to the Bone

Let’s look into the case of Gale 
Sayers. Gale Sayers was one of the 
best halfbacks in history. But, at 
the same time he is 38 years old 
and can barely walk. The head

are incapable of participating in 
combat. This last point is one 
which pervades our society. It is 
used as a basis for opposition to 
the Equal Rights Amendment, with
the claim that passage of the ERA

# •

will force women to fight. It is 
taken as given among military per
sonnel that, no matter what, wo
men cannot fight. No matter that 
women fighters of the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization, the Nat
ional Liberation Front in Vietnam, 
the Chinese People’s Liberation 
Army and all other liberation strug
gles have proven their ability in 
combat when it is a just war.

All of this is done to perpetuate 
the belief that women are inferior 
to men, and to prevent them from 
joining together against their real, 
common enemies — the monopoly 
capitalist class and the imperialist 
system.

Once enlisted men in the military, 
and the entire multi-national work
ing class, recognize the firm basis 
solidarity they have with women, 
both sexes together will constitute 
a fighting force that will topple the 
rule of the bourgeoisie forever. This 
will then provide the basis for the 
end of women’s oppression^.

coach of the late 60’s Bears made 
Sayers work extremely hard. 
Sayers would return kick-offs and 
punts- he would carry the ball 25 
to 40 times a game and hardly rest. 
Why did Sayers do so much? He 
did this because when a Black 
player can do several things well, 
the coach pushes him in all areas at 
the same time. This completely 
uses up the health of the player 
in a short period of time.

In summation, we have discussed 
three cases of national chauvinism 
in sports. We know there are 
thousands of other cases that in
volve other nationalities, as well. 
National chauvinism in sports is a 
reflection of national oppression in 
capitalist society as a whole. The 
bourgeoisie promotes the idea that 
“politics don’t belong in sports” , 
and they build up huge spectaculars 
like the “World Series” , the 
“Stanley Cup” or the NBA champ
ionship series, to try to keep the 
masses occupied with these activi
ties rather than the struggles of the 
working class. Wherever there is 
national oppression, or class exploi
tation, it will be fought, incuding in 
sp o rts^ .



Congratulations to the Party c 
Albania on the 36th Annivers;

to r

u
I  «  ovember 8th marks the 36th 

anniversary of the Party of Labor 
of Albania. This anniversary marks 
36 years of consistent and correct 
leadership of this party, not only to 
the working class of Albania, but 
also to the world’s people. This 
past year has once again found the 
Party of Labor of Albania coming 
forward with the clear light of 
Marxism-Leninism to cut through 
the confusion caused by opportun
ist theories, like the “theory of the 
three worlds” . Today, Albania has 
won sympathy and support 
throughout the world, becasue 
from Albania comes the word and 
voice of the working class, Marx
ism-Leninism.

On November 8, 1941 in a small 
house in Tirana, the Party of Labor 
of Albania (PLA) was formed. Al
bania at that time was overrun by 
the fascist occupation. The Party, 
under the leadership of Comrade 
Enver Hoxha, took up the great 
responsibility of leading the people 
in bitter battle against the Italian 
and German fascists, as well as trait
ors to the country.

On November 28, 1944, all of the 
territory of Albania was liberated 
and state power was seized by the 
working class. This began the glor
ious period of socialist construc
tion in Albania.

After liberation the Party was 
faced by new and even more dif
ficult tasks. Albania for centuries 
had been kept backward by the im
perialists. Poverty, exploitation, 
illiteracy and backward supersti
tions prevailed. It was now the task 
of the Albanian peoples, led by 
their Party, to transform Albania 
into a modern country with an ad
vanced socialist economy and cul
ture.

Today, in Albania, exploitation 
of man by man has been abolished. 
Up-to-date socialist industry has 
been established in many branches 
such as mining, oil extraction, 
steel production, chemicals and 
textiles, among others. The full 
electrification of the country was 
completed in 1970. Agricultural 
production has increased three 
fold and has been placed on a soc
ialist basis. In Albania, taxes have 
been abolished. Medical care is 
free of charge, an advanced net
work of schools has been set up, 
the well-being of the masses of 
people is constantly improving.

How in a small country has all 
of this been accomplished? The 
answer lays in the strength and 
correctness of the line of the PLA 
and the party’s relationship to the 
masses in Albania.

Socialism is Built by the Masses 
The Party Makes them Conscious

This is a principle that has guided 
the Party of Labor of Albania in 
leading the masses of Albania in 
their revolutionary war of libera
tion and in socialist construction. 
From the beginning,the PLA knew 
that to be the genuine vanguard of 
the working class meant that the 
Party had to be in the forefront of

struggle and work. This means that 
the majority of the Party members 
work in production where they are 
in the forefront of work and sacri
fice, setting their example in all 
directions.

The PLA has consistently re
cognized the importance of bring
ing workers into all state institu
tions and positions of leadership, so 
that the rule of the working class is 
ensured and bureaucracy is smashed.

By following this guiding prin
ciple, the Party of Labor of Albania 
has correctly grasped the idea that 
it is the majority that builds social
ism.

The PLA Has Always Pursued A 
Single Marxist-Leninist Line

One of the main reasons that the 
PLA has been able to successfully 
lead the people of Albania in strug
gle is because the Party has never al
lowed the existence of any other 
line in the Party other than a cor
rect Marxist-Leninist line.

The PLA has tirelessly waged 
struggle both inside and outside of 
the Party against enemies and anti- 
Marxist views, against violations 
and distortions of the Party direct
ives, and against shortcomings and 
errors. This struggle has been wag
ed in order to safeguard, implement 
and to enrich a single correct line of 
revolution and to strengthen and 
preserve the proletarian unity of 
the Party.

“In the Soviet Union, the leader
ship of the working class and the 
socialist order were eliminated 
precisely because the application 
of Marxism-Leninism was ab
andoned. The proletarian class 
struggle was allowed to die down, 
the working class was all bought 
out and robbed of its leadership. . 
and power. This only goes to 
show the great and mortal 
dangers which threaten the 
leadership of the working class 
and the socialist order at every 
step, the possiblity of this leader
ship and this order if it does not 
remain loyal to Marxism- 
Leninism, does not apply its 
principles with determination and 
in a creative way, and does not 
wage the class struggle ceaselessly 
and with revolutionary methods. 
Our experience of the socialist 
construction not only shows the 
superficial nature of the anti
communist conclusions which are 
drawn from the negative exper
ience of the Soviet Union, but 
also proves completely the cor
rectness of the Marxist-Leninist 
theory on the hegemonic role of 
the working class and the class 
struggle. The leading role of the 
working class has always been 
and still is the very essence of the 
policy of our Party. It has en
sured this role through the imple
mentation of its proletarian ideo
logy and political \me.n(Some 
Basic Questions o f Revolutionary 
Policy o f the Party o f Labor o f  
Albania on the Development o f  
the Gass Struggle, aired on Radio 
Tirana. Tirana, August 16-17, 
1977.)_____________________

"S o c ia lism  is b u ilt  b y  th e  masses, th e  p a rty  m akes th e m  conscious."  

E nver H o xh a .

H IS TO R Y  OF

In this period the Soviet govern
ment faced the difficult task of so
cialist industrialization. There were 
3 main problems that needed solu
tions: re-equip the factories with 
up-to-date machinery,' build ma
chine-building plants; and tip the 
scales in favor of heavy industry 
rather than light industry.

The funds for this industriali
zation had to be found inside the 
country, for, unlike capitalist coun
tries, the Soviet state did not derive 
enormous amounts of capital from 
the exploitation of colonies. The 
profits from the state-owned mills, 
from the means of transportation, 
and from the trade and banks now 
went to the further expansion of 
heavy industry.

The industrial sector of the econ
omy was growing rapidly but there 
were major problems in agriculture 
that demanded immediate atten
tion. Production was way below the 
pre-war level. Farming was still bas
ed on small-scale farms.

C o m rad e  Stalin empha
sized the need to gradually unite 
the small peasant farms into large- 
scale cooperative farms through 
persuasion and not by pressure. At 
the Sixteenth Party Congress in 
1929, the first Five Year Plan was 
adopted. It was a tremendous plan 
that called for the equipping of 
both agriculture and industry with 
modern techniques on the basis of

socialism. This plan had been pro
ceeded by a wave of enthusiasm by 
workers and peasants. In many fac
tories workers and collective farm
ers drew up counter plans that ex
ceeded its proposal for output. 
Socialist emulation had produced 
many such examples of outstand
ing labor and a new attitude to
wards labor had developed. From 
involpntary servitude under capi
talism, labor had become a matter 
of honor, a matter of heroism.

The results of socialist construc
tion saw growth unknown before in 
history. Never before had there 
been such enthusiasm for develop
ment or such heroism on the part 
of the working class and the pea
santry. This was all possible because 
in the history of the world there 
had never before been a state that 
was actually controlled by the 
working class.

All matters did not proceed 
smoothly in this period of socialist 
construction. The more the power 
of the working class became consol
idated, the more determined the 
efforts of the enemies, both inter
nal and external, became. The inter
national bourgeoisie looked upon 
the growing strength of the Soviet 
Union as a threat to the capitalist 
system. As a result, they did all that 
they could to undermine the new 
state. But the Soviet government 
refused to be intimidated by these 
attempts to undermine it and re
pulsed the attacks of the imperialists.

Internally, the Trotskyites con
tinued in their efforts to split and 
wreck the Party. Despite the Party 
decision that forbade the formation 
of factions in the Party, the Trot
skyites united with the Zinovievites
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ary of its Founding

The stand the PLA has taken to
wards waging class struggle in inter
nal affairs has also been upheld in
ternationally.

In Combat Against Modern 
Revisionism

Historically, the PLA has defend
ed and upheld the great teachings 
of Marxism-Leninism against at
tacks by all shades of revisionism. 
As far back as 1942, the PLA strug
gled against Titoite revisionism., 
when Tito proclaimed a special 
Yugoslav third road or new brand 
of socialism. In the 1960’s, a per
iod of deep ideological and politi
cal disagreements, the PLA should
ered the responsibility to defend 
Marxism-Leninism against Khrush- 
chevite revisionism. With great re
volutionary courage the PLA open
ly criticized the incorrect line of the 
Soviet revisionists concerning major 
question of principle, like the revi
sionist theory of the dying down of 
class struggle.

At a time when the Khrushchev- 
ite revisionists were trying to split

the communist movement with 
their attacks on the Communist 
Party of China, the PLA supported 
the CPC, thus upholding genuine 
Marxist-Leninist unity. During this 
whole period, the PLA never made 
a concession over principle and re
fused to follow the Khrushchevite 
line.

Today, the PLA is continuing the 
glorious tradition of Marxism- 
Leninism. As the general crisis of 
capitalism has deepened, new 
shades of opportunism have emerg
ed, especially the anti-Leninist 
“theory of the three worlds” . The 
PLA has never promoted this view
point. Last year at the 7th Party 
Congress, Comrade Enver Hoxha 
brilliantly summed up the current in
ternational situation as a part of his 
report. This historic report reaf
firmed the Leninist teachings about 
the nature of imperialism and com
bated deviations from it.

Comrade Enver Hoxha correctly 
reaffirmed the role of the proletar
iat as the maker of history and the 
main force of revolution. By play
ing a leading role in this struggle

against modern day opportunism, 
the PLA is providing correct 
Marxist-Leninist leadership to the 
international proletariat in the 
battle for socialist revolution.

The PLA has also aided the inter
national proletariat by actively 
helping build genuine communist 
parties. The PLA has greatly en
riched the Marxist-Leninist teach
ings on the role and life of the 
party thus providing a real guide to 
other parties. On the international 
air waves, Radio Tirana is a dear 
voice of Marxism-Leninism provid
ing a correct viewpoint on matters 
of importance to the world’s pro
letariat. The PLA has also promoted 
and participated in internationalist 
rallies, distributing materials from 
many parties that are underground 
in their own countries and in many 
other ways has materially aided the 
formation and growth of the van
guard of the international proletariat.

It has been 36 years since the 
founding of the PLA. Since that 
time the Party has achieved many 
victories and has played a leading 
role in the international workers 
movement. The road has been full 
of twists and turns and a difficult 
road to travel. Yet, the PLA has 
proceeded on the correct path of 
Marxism-Leninism and not deviated 
from its course. As a result, today 
the PLA has won the love and sup
port of people all over the world
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to form an anti-Party bloc. They 
professed to follow Party discipline, 
said they were against splits, and 
were in unity with the policy of 
industrialization, yet in actuality 
this anti-Party bloc was opposed to 
all of these things. When the Party 
opened discussion about this activi
ty, the overwhelming majority of 
Party members were in full support 
of the Central Committee and re
jected the platform of the bloc. 
However, instead of submitting to 
the will of the Party, the bloc then 
proceeded to plan a counter-de
monstration for the anniversary of 
the October Revolution. There no 
longer was any doubt that the Trot- 
skyites and Zinovievites were now 
bent on undermining not only the 
Party, but also the Soviet State, for 
in the Soviet Union, the Party and 
the state were inseparable. They 
could no longer be tolerated in the 
ranks of the Party, so the Central 
Committee expelled them.

\

H ow ever, that was not the end to 
these elements. A short time later 
they re-applied for admission to the 
Party. The Party, desiring to give 
them an opportunity to again work 
for the working class, reinstated 
them if they accepted the terms of 
reinstatement. However, time prov
ed that many of them were double- 
dealers who were in the service of 
the imperialists.

Not only did the Party face in
tense struggle with the Trotskyites 
and the Zinovievites, but also with 
the Kulaks and the Bukharinites. 
When the Party took up the collect
ivization of the farms, the Kulaks 
opposed this policy. They refused

to  sell their grain surplus to the 
State; in fact, they hoarded it. The 
Party knew that the resistance of 
the Kulaks had to be defeated. The 
Party put forward the slogan “Re
ly firmly on the poor peasantry and 
wage resolute struggle against the 
Kulaks”. Coming to the defense of 
the Kulaks were the Bukharinites. 
They put forward that there was no 
need for the offensive against the 
Kulaks for the class struggle was 
subsiding and the class enemy 
would surrender of its own accord.

TFhe Party declared that 
this right opportunist view was in
compatible with membership in 
the Party. This resulted in a tem
porary defeat of the right. Mean
while, in the countryside the poor 
and middle peasants rallied to the 
side of the Party and carried out 
the struggle against the Kulaks and 
for the collectivization of the 
farms. In fact, the peasants were 
joining the collective farms in 
whole districts and areas. The mid
dle peasant had joined the collec
tive farm movement. This was the 
basis for the radical change in the 
development of agriculture.

Lessons for Today

One lesson that we learn from 
this section of the History of the 
Bolsheviks is about the power of 
the working class that is unleashed

as a result of socialist revolution. 
Under no other social system that 
has been in existence has the work
ing class been able to begin to util
ize its capabilities. With the over
throw of capitalism, the working

class is able to develop industry and 
agriculture to the benefit of the 
vast majority in society. As a re
sult, in socialist society, the econ
omy develops at an unprecedented 
rate. Instead of economic crisis, 
under-utilization of factories, there 
is a continual development of the 
productive capabilities. New fac
tories are built, technology is con
tinually improved-upon, and the 
material well-being of the people 
is improved. None of this is pos
sible under capitalism because the 
means of production are privately 
owned by a small class of parasites 
to be used for their own benefit at 
the expense of the vast majroity.

The struggle for socialist con
struction in the Soviet Union was a 
difficult process as it has been in 
other socialist countries like Alban
ia and China. However, because the 
attitude toward labor is totally dif
ferent than under capitalism, there 
is an incredible and determined ef
fort to overcome all difficulties. In 
these struggles the party must play 
a leading role, setting the example 
for the class to follow. The party 
must be in the forefront of the 
struggle whether it is at the factor
ies, on the farms, or in the state 
apparatus. In this way the masses 
learn from the party and the party 
learns from the masses.

O n e  of the most important les
sons that we can learn from this 
period of socialist construction is 
that class struggle does not die 
down of its own accord after the 
seizure of state power. In fact, 
it intensifies. The imperialists and 
their agents both inside and outside 
of the country will do everything in

because it has been a living example 
of a genuine communist party in 
the service of the working class and 
proletarian revolution worldwide.

There are many today, both the 
bourgeosie and the opportunists 
who want to hide from the working 
class and oppressed peoples the 
viewpoint and knowledge of 
Albania. However, no matter how 
hard they try, it will not be hidden. 
It is our task here in the U.S. to 
continually spread information 
about Albania and the PLA. We 
must build strong ties of friendship 
between the peoples of the U.S. 
and socialist Albania. It is part of 
our internationalist duty to build 
genuine support for the People’s 
Socialist Republic of Albania, for it 
is a homeland of the working class. 
Any attack against Albania by the 
international bourgeoisie is an at
tack upon the international work
ing class.

On this 36th anniversary of the 
founding of the PLA and on the 
33rd year since the liberation of 
Albania, the MLOC and the work
ing and oppressed peoples of the 
U.S. send militant greetings to 
the Party and the peoples of 
Albania.

Long Live the Party of Labor 
of Albania!

Long Live the People’s Socialist 
Republic of Albania!

their power to destroy socialism.
Also important to understand 

about this counter-revolutionary ac
tivity is that the party is one of the 
main targets for this wrecking acti
vity to be carried out. The party is 
the leadership and vanguard of the 
class struggle both before and after 
the seizure of state power. This is 
why it is of primary importance to 
insure that there is only a single 
correct line that flourishes within 
the party. All other tendencies 
must be thoroughly smashed and 
rooted out of the Party in order for 
the working class to have revolu
tionary leadership.

As was learned later, the Trotsky
ites were directly in the service of 
the imperialists to carry out the 
counter-revolutionary activity with
in the Party in hopes that they 
would be able to reverse the tide of 
socialist revolution.

TThis is why the Bolsheviks at that 
time carried out the struggle against 
the Trotskyites, and all of the other 
opportunists. History has proven 
the correctness of the policy of in
suring that only a single Marxist- 
Leninist line prevails. Stalin knew 
that the lines of the Trotskyites and 
the other opportunists were the line 
of the bourgeoisie. For there is no 
other line of the working class ex
cept a Marxist-Leninist line. To al
low other lines to flourish in the 
party is to sign the death warrant 
of the party.

As we continue to prepare the 
conditions for the formation of the 
party of the working class we must 
remember this lesson well. The he
gemony of the working class must 
be insured in the party by waging 
sharp class struggle in the ranks of 
the party against all deviations from 
Marxist-Leninist principles.
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U.S. Im peria list Tentacles Encircle th e  Globe ...
( continued from page 1 )
tweens for U.S. imperialism.

It is of no minor significance that 
all of the non-European countries 
on Carter's trip are outspoken sup
porters of the ‘‘theory of the three 
worlds’" and leaders of the so-called 
“non-aligned movement”. All have 
participated in recent non-aligned 
conferences, and militantly de
nounce imperialism, colonialism, 
and "neo-colonialism. As part of 
their theory, they stress the impor
tance of economic independence, 
now that political independence has 
been achieved. This, of course, flies 
in the face of reality. As part of an 
international capitalist system, real 
independence for the peoples of 
these so-called “third world coun
tries” is impossible. Only socialism 
will guarantee both political and e- 
conomic independence for the la
boring masses.

For the world’s peoples, a care
ful examination of President Car
ter’s trip will expose the bankrupt 
theory of non-alignment. It will 
show how all of these “indepen
dent” countries are tied by a thou
sand strings to U.S. imperialism 
through economic and military aid, 
joint capital investments, and loans. 
Carter’s trip points to the double
dealing purpose of the theory of 
non-alignment, and how it serves 
the reactionary ruling classes of 
these so-called “third world coun
tries”. This theory is nothing but a 
smoke screen, thrown up in an at
tempt to confuse and mislead the 
masses into uniting with and sup
porting their own reactionary na
tional bourgeoisie, under the pre
tense of opposing the superpowers. 
Hucksters and thieves, these reac
tionaries prey upon the righteous 
hatred for U.S. imperialism and So
viet social imperialism to deceive 
the masses.

Careful examination of the trip 
also exposes the expansionist moves 
of U.S. capital. Both in the industri
ally developed nations, and in the 
less-developed nations of Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America, U.S. capi
tal is stepping up intervention. This 
is true in three ways: the export of 
capital was increased by $5.6 bil
lion during the period from April to 
June of this year; $785 million of 
foreign aid has been budgeted for 
1978 (this is always used in areas 
where U.S. domination is consider
ed “vulnerable”); and this year the 
direct export of capital into plants 
and equipment abroad will total 
$29 billion as compared to $26 bil
lion in 1976.

The major, earth-shaking, world
transforming struggle taking place 
today is not the fight between the 
two superpowers, but is, instead, 
the struggle of the world’s exploit
ed and oppressed people for social
ism and against capitalism. The 
harm of the theory of non-align
ment must not be underestimated, 
for it leads thiflnasses away from 
their major task, the fight against 
all the vicious forms of imperialism, 
and for genuine national liberation 
and socialism. The important les
sons to be learned from an evalua
tion of President Carter’s new man
euvers abroad are the increasingly 
aggressive nature of U.S. imperial
ism, and the bankruptcy of the 
theory that true independence is 
possible without a dictatorship of 
the proletariat and oppressed classes.

U.S. armed forces are deployed around the globe, occupying foreign territory. In the Pacific and Far East troops are stationed in Japan, Okinawa, 
South Korea, the Philippines, Guam and M idway Island; in Latin America, Panama, Puerto Rico and Guantanomo; in Europe, West Germ any, Britain  

Italy, Spain, Belgium, Portugal Greece, and the Netherlands; in the Middle East, Turkey and Iran. Other areas include Iceland,Canada, Austrialia, 
Bermuda, Morocco and Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. The total number of troops are 462 ,850 . Naval forces are 58 ,300  strong, including the 
Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean Sea. the Seventh Fleet in the Pacific Ocean, and other Naval forces afloat in the Atlantic Ocean.
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Venezuela
Carter flies first to 

Venezuela, to firm up and to insure 
continued oil exports and capitalist 
investments. Venezuela, the second 
largest country on the South Amer
ican continent, is one of three non- 
Arab Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting (OPEC) countries, and 
exports vast quantities of oil to the 
U.S. Just recently, the Venezuelan 
government took out $2 billion in 
loans from several U.S. banks in
cluding Citibank of New York, the 
Mellon Bank, and the Continental 
Bank of Illinois, for research and 
development of off-shore oil.

For decades Venezuela has been 
plundered by U.S. imperialism. Des
pite the rhetoric of non-alignment 
spouted by the Venezuelan ruling 
class, imperialist domination has 
meant misery and suffering for the 
masses of the country.

b raz il
Brazil is the largest 

country in South America, and a 
leader in the region. A leader in the 
non-aligned movement, Brazil’s 
military rulers claim to strive for 
self-sufficiency, while aiming for 
great-power status, actively seeking 
control over other South American 
countries. The Brazilian govern
ment in recent years has made large 
'capital investments in neighboring 
states, such as Colombia and Peru.

Almost every major imperialist 
power has investments in Brazil. 
When the current military regime 
seized power from the constitu
tionally elected government in 
1964, one of its first acts was to 
institute the “Agreement of Guar
antees”. Under this new policy, 
both national and international 
corporations were guaranteed un
limited plunder of Brazil’s resour
ces. It made life easy for foreign 
capital, guaranteeing cheap labor 
and the repression of “ social insta
bility”.

In order to make these guaran
tees, the fascist regime intervened 
in the trade unions, arresting lead
ers, abolishing job security and sen
iority. All political parties were out
lawed and Congress was shut down.

But the Brazilian people have 
not stood idly by. The Brazilian 
working class has a strong Marxist -

Leninist party. The Communist Par
ty of Brazil (M-L) was one of the 
first, in 1972 and 1973, to expose 
the incorrectness of the “ theory of 
the three worlds”. In August of this 
year, in Clase Operaria, the Central 
Organ of the Party, they stated:- 
“. . . the concept of the third world 
is in crisis. The so-called indepen
dence of the majority of these 
countries was nothing but a passing 
illusion. Changes have taken place 
in almost all of them, which have 
put an end to the alleged anti-im
perialism of their governments. 
They have become still more depen
dent on international finance capi
tal, including that of the Soviet Un
ion.”

As one of the most brutal regimes 
in the world, the Geisel government 
has come under world-wide con
demnation, in particular, for its tor
ture of political prisoners. It did 
not take President Carter’s phony 
“human rights” campaign to stir 
popular opinion against the regime. 
But he flies to Brazil to smooth 
over the Brazilian government’s 
outrage over this, and recent U.S. 
interference which stopped Germany 
from selling the Geisel government 
nuclear technology.

nigeria
The most populated 

country in Africa, Nigeria is also 
an economic and political leader on 
the continent. Nigeria is the most 
industrially developed of all Black 
African nations, with the highest 
Gross National Product (GNP). 
Consequently, it has the largest 
proletariat. Nigeria is also an OPEC 
country, the second largest oil ex
porter to the U.S.

Specifically seeking investments 
in technologically developed areas 
which will lead to greater industrial 
development, the Nigerian ruling 
class has whole-heartedly welcomed 
foreign capitalist investment. As a 
recent member of a visiting trade 
delegation remarked, “the streets 
of Nigeria are virtually paved with 
gold” for foreign investors.

Politically, Nigeria has long play
ed the go-between role for U.S. 
imperialism in Black Africa. There 
have been some recent rifts be
tween the two nations over the An
golan civil war, and Carter goes to 
Nigeria, in part, to patch these dif
ferences up. But despite squabbles,

Nigeria was the first to call for U.S.. 
intervention in Zimbabwe, once 
seeing that British attempts were - 
failing to find a “peaceful” solu
tion. Nigeria, like other
“non-aligned” nations, asserts that 
once political independence is won, 
only economic independence from 
superpower control will insure free
dom for the countries of the “third 
world”. But the Nigerian ruling 
class is fearful of the complete li
beration of the southern African 
settler states, because full liberation 
and socialism would present a ser
ious threat to the capitalist system 
in Nigeria. Real freedom for the 
masses of Black Africa is possible 
only through genuine national lib
eration and socialism.

India
Carter’s visit to India is 

a clear attempt to consolidate U.S.. 
imperialism’s recent victory with 
the electoral defeat of the Soviet- 
backed Indira Gandhi regime. For 
several years Soviet investments 
poured into India, developing heavy 
industry, energy and resources. In
dia, too, is a leading supporter of 
the non-aligned movement. In fact, 
Prime Minister Nehru in the early 
‘60’s was a leading proponent of 
non-alignment. Desai has taken up 
the cry for “third world” indepen
dence from superpower domina
tion, but the new government has 
actively sought ties with U.S. im
perialism.

Along with Iran, Indian leaders 
have stressed peaceful coexistence, 
and cooperation among capitalists. 
They have called for eliminating 
military bases and creating a “zone 
of peace” in the Indian Ocean. Mil
itarily a strategic area, the question 
of U.S. military strength in the In-

Nigerian workers
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dian Ocean will no doubt be a topic 
for discussion when Carter arrives 
in New Delhi.

For the Indian people, the victory 
of the Janata Party under Desai has 
meant a victory for reactionary, 
backward forces. The government 
fails to back any kind of land re
form, and proposes to stop indus
trialization of the country and in
stead develop “cottage industries” , 
small scale, labor intensive indus
tries such as textiles'and electron
ics. This means intense exploitation 
for Indian workers.

The Janata party prides itself on 
ending the Gandhi regime’s reign of 
fascist terror. Yet today, such ter
ror is alive and well, supported by 
this new Party. In May of this year, 
15 people were murdered in a small 
village in the Patna district of Bihar 
by 50 armed men organized by the 
village landowners. Police knowing
ly failed to stop this terror,- then, 
along with a parliamentary forum, 
covered up the facts.

For Asia, India is a strategic 
country. In terms of its vast popula
tion alone, a socialist India would 
have a tremendous effect upon the 
revolutionary struggles of the re
gion. For the exploited and oppres
sed peoples of India, a sharp strug
gle must be waged against the reac
tionary Desai regime and super
power intervention.

iran
Iran has been a long-stand

ing supporter of U.S. imperialism. 
When the Shah’s rule was threaten
ed by a popular democratic move-* 
ment, the CIA engineered a mili
tary coup in 1953. Following the 
coup, a reign of terror left the 
streets of the country running with 
blood. Iran has the highest
rate of political executions in the 
world. The people of the world 
have long condemned the Shah’s 
vicious, reactionary regime.

He has been kept in power by

U.S. imperialism. Iran purchases 
massive amounts of military weap
onry from the U.S. government. 
The Iranian capitalist class works 
for U.S. imperialism, but at the 
same time has ambitions to gain 
more power for itself. This is 

a retlection of the law of competi
tion between capitalists.

The Shah sees Iran becoming a 
“stabilizing force in the region” , 
seeking to maintain the status quo. 
Of course, this means maintaining 
imperialist domination in the 
Middle East. To carry out this plan, 
the Shah needs an ever increasing 
arsenal. Recently there has been re
sistance by the U.S. Congress to sell 
weapons to Iran. The Shah has 
been quite frank. He says he will 
simply go to the Soviet Union, if 
the U.S. refuses to sell him arms. 
Keeping Iran in the pocket of U.S. 
imperialism is a key goal for the 
Carter administration. %

Srance
On the last leg of his 

trip, Carter flies to Europe. His first 
stop will be Paris. Both France and 
Belgium have recently been outspo
ken critics of NATO’s failure to re
arm. After a decade of Soviet build
up, the NATO allies find themselves 

<' =5Ntdistanced militarily by Soviet 
arjal imperialism.

Superpowers ’ Role 
Exposed in 
Ethiopia-Somalia Conflict

The present situation in the Horn 
of Africa is one in which the histor
ical antagonisms between two coun
tries have been heightened and in
flamed by the designs of the two 
superpowers to seek domination. 
They have openly supplied two mil
itary regimes which oppress and ex
ploit their own peoples with arms 
to conduct this war.

Since mid-July, the two neigh
boring Horn of Africa countries, 
Ethiopia and Somalia, have been 
engaged in a war over a border dis
pute. The roots of this war lie in 
the fact that when Africa was ori
ginally colonized by the Europeans, 
the present geograhical boundaries 
were drawn up without regard for 
tribal or cultural considerations.

The disputed territory in this bor
der war is the southeast portion of 
Ethiopia, the Ogaden (O-ga-den) 
Desert, which is populated by over 
90% Somali people. For years the 
Somalis in the area, supported by 
Somalia, through the Western So
mali Liberation Front, have been 
waging guerrilla war in an effort to 
secede from Ethiopia and unite 
with Somalia. The superpowers care 
little about the legitimate claims of 
either party; they seek only to turn 
every rift to their advantage.

Control of the Horn of Africa is 
highly valued by both superpowers 
because it borders the strategic mar
itime route which connects the oil- 
rich Middle East with shipping lanes 
from the Mediterranean Sea to the 
Indian Ocean. In the event of a 
world war, whichever superpower 
controls this shipping lane could 
control the flow of oil to Europe.

Up until 1974, Ethiopia was 
clearly a client state of the U.S. The 
U.S. had been the main supporter 
and supplier of arms to the Haile 
Selassie regime, shipping over $250 
million worth of arms since 1953. 
In exchange for this support, the 
U.S. was allowed to have a satellite 
tracking station and docking privi
leges in Ethiopian-controlled Eritrea,

The U.S.S.R., on the other hand, 
had been the main supporter of the 
military regime in Somalia. It has 
supplied Somalia with $100 mil
lion in military equipment. In ex
change, the U.S.S.R. has air and 
naval facilities in Somalia.

In 1974, the feudal Haile Selassie 
regime was overthrown by the pet
ty-bourgeois nationalist military in 
Ethiopia. The military junta, 
known as the Dirgue (durg), pro
claimed itself “socialist” and began 
breaking ties with the western im
perialists. The Soviet Union moved 
quickly to take advantage of this 
situation and last April offered the 
Dirgue $100 million in military aid. 
They also began to pressure their 
old “ally” Somalia to renounce its 
claims to the Ogaden Desert.

ted their Cuban lackey, Fidel Cas
tro, to the Horn of Africa to call 
for a so-called “socialist federation” 
between Ethiopia, Somalia, and 
South Yemen. The only purpose of 
this federation would have been to 
seal Soviet domination over this 
strategic area. But Somalia rejected 
this proposal and exposed Castro 
for acting as a front-man for Soviet 
social-imperialism by asking him 
and his advisors to leave. The U.S. 
then tried to take advantage of this 
breech between the U.S.S.R. and 
Somalia by offering military aid 
and tacit support for the Somali 
campaign in the Ogaden Desert.

The outbreak of this war has also 
revealed a now-familiar scenario 
first played out in Angola. The So
viet Union has decided that Ethiop
ia is the more valuable of its “al
lies” in this instance, and has dis
patched Cuban troops and advisors 
to aid the Ethiopians, while with
drawing them from Somalia. They 
have attacked the Eritrean libera
tion movement as an “imperialist 
plot” to hold back the Ethiopian 
revolution in a classic example of 
a thief hollering “stop th ief’! 
But these actions by the Soviet 
Union only more clearly reveal 
to the African people and the 
peoples of the world that social-im
perialism is an enemy o f national 
liberation and revolution.

It is the U.S. bourgeoisie and the 
new czars in the U.S.S.R. who pro
fit from this war by selling arms to 
the military juntas and swallowing 
them up into their imperialist net
work. Regardless of whether Somal
ia or Ethiopia actually wins the 
war, the price of victory will in
clude heavy military base conces
sions to whichever superpower has 
backed their armies. The African 
people must expfljg these imperial
ist maneuvers arirforge unity to 
drive both superpowers out of Afri
ca.

SUPERPOWERS OUT OF 
AFRICA!

Carter will fly to France in order 
to reaffirm old ties, and discuss 
ways to strengthen the failing NA
TO alliance. Wracked by effects of 
the general crisis, fighting inflation 
that seems endless, unemployment 
which continues to rise, France is 
considered one of the most politi
cally unstable governments in Eur
ope, second only to Italy. Carter is 
expected to offer support to 
French President d’Estaing in his 
upcoming election battle next year 
with so-called “leftists” . This attack 
on the d’Estaing government comes 
from the revisionist French Social
ist Party and the social-imperialist 
revisionist Communist Party of 
France. This struggle in France is 
between the western capitalists 
represented by d’Estaing, and the 
social imperialists, represented by 
the revisionist “ left” parties. Neith
er offers a solution for the French 
proletariat. The only way out for 
the French working class is struggle 
against their reactionary bourgeois
ie and both superpowers.

belgium
Belgium is a western 

European capitalist country. Des
pite strict political neutrality prior 
to both World War I and II, Bel
gium was invaded and occupied by 
the German imperialists in 1914 
and again in 1940.

Today, Belgians fear occupation 
by invading Soviet social imperial
ist troops if they were to sweep a- 
cross West Germany into Belgium 
en route to the North Sea. As a NA
TO ally, Belgium has recently been 
a sharp critic of the weakness of the 
alliance, in particular NATO’s fail
ure to rearm adequately enough to 
repulse a Soviet attack. NATO allies 
find themselves caught between the 
need to prepare militarily for a new 
war, and suffering from the effects 
of the general crisis. They are hard 
pressed to finance the billions 
needed to adequately rearm. On the 
road to socialist revolution, the 
working class of all NATO coun
tries must step up opposition to the 
warmongering NATO alliance.

Poland
Carter’s visit to Poland 

is significant. It marks an attempt 
by U.S. imperialism to make new 
inroads into the Eastern revisionist 
countries so thoroughly dominated 
by Soviet social imperialism. Poland 
is a Warsaw Pact country and a 
member o f COMECON (Council 
on Mutual Economic Assistance).

For some time both France and 
West Germany have traded
and made investments in COME- 
COM countries. Poland has an out
standing debt of $10 million to 
Western imperialist countries.
Searching for new markets, U.S.

imperialism is actively seeking trade 
and investment among the revision
ist countries.

Lacking oil, but rich in coal (it 
is the fourth largest coal producer 
in the world), Poland continued re
search and development of coal 
when most other countries switch
ed to oil production and research in 
the 1960’s. Consequently, Poland 
possesses highly developed technol
ogy in chemical conversion of coal 
into gaseous and liquid fuels.

No doubt Carter would like to do 
all he can to assist the Polish revi

sionist ruling clique in its attacks on 
the Communist Party of Poland 
(M-L), and against the Polish work
ing class. In the struggle against 
social imperialism, and the social 
imperialist alliances such as COME

CON and the Warsaw Pact, the Pol
ish working class has been the most 
militant of the revisionist countries. 
Heightening that struggle is neces
sary to overthrow the new revision
ist bourgeoisie^.
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THE SYNDICALIST FRONTS
OF THE

The essence of syndicalism 
preaches forces coming together 

for struggle, but 
steadfastly refusing to lay a real base 

for revolutionary gains.

RCP
I n  its article on the “three worlds” in July 
REVOLUTION, the Revolutionary Commu
nist Party states that this theory “is an impor
tant aspect of the more general world wide 
united front line.” But it certainly is not an 
aspect of the Marxist-Leninist united front 
(See' “Theory of the ‘Three Worlds’ Opposes 
Marxism-Leninism”, UNITE!, September 1977.

Nor are the RCP’s views entirely in line with 
those of the other proponents of the opportun
ist theory of the “three worlds”. For example, 
it is a tenet of most “three world” theorists 
that the semi-colonial and dependent countries 
of “the third world” are now the main re
volutionary force, and that the second rank im
perialist powers of the “second world” are the 
middle forces to be won over and united with. 
But the RCP disagrees and states that to make 
“the struggle of countries the main force in the 
international struggle...would be in essence to 
deny that countries are divided into classes and 
that bourgeois forces rule the non-socialist 
countries.” (REVOLUTION, July 1977, p.5)

How is it that the RCP prides itself on its 
class stand, but winds up giving its support to 
the class-liquidating concept of the “three 
worlds”? There is a great struggle raging over 
the “three worlds” and it might appear the 
RCP is taking a centrist stand. But this is not 
really the basis of the RCP’s line on the “three 
worlds”. Their position arises from the RCP’s 
deep-seated syndicalism that reduces the stra
tegy of the proletariat to spontaneous struggle.

Their concept of the united fronts are not 
the principled coalitions with concrete, if 
sometimes limited, objectives that Marxist-Len- 
inists strive to build in order to push the whole 
revolution forward. Unlike the Anti-Japanese 
United Front in China, or the United Front

Against Fascism that involved hard fought for 
alliances, the united fronts of the RCP are 
formless and without real substance.

The RCP writes, “ . . . the united front is not 
One Big Organization. It is not a static thing. 
Forces, representing different classes and class 
viewpoints, come together around particular 
struggles -  against imperialist aggression, cut
backs in social services, police repression, rising 
prices and other questions. Each class brings to 
this struggle its own ideology, and conflict goes 
on between opposing class outlooks—over who 
to identify as the enemy, who to rely on, who 
to unite with, etc.” (RCP Program, page 96.)

To take a now notorious example, forces, 
from different classes came together, in the 
RCP’s sense, against the busing plan in Boston. 
Was this a united front? Certainly it was not a 
Marxist-Leninist united front. The KKK and 
the Nazi’s, true enough, had brought their own 
ideology and their own identification of the en
emy. But for the RCP, these questions were 
apparently secondary to their coming together 
to struggle against “forced busing.”

Objectively, and on the RCP’s terms for a 
united front, they formed a united front with 
the KKK and the Nazi’s, although in other 
places and other times they have physically 
struggled against them. A chief characteristic 
of the RCP’s fronts is that they are based upon 
no principles and no binding commitments be
tween parties.

Here in the U.S. we witnessed this kind of 
syndicalist front in the RCP’s 1976 election 
campaign for Sadlowski in steel. In exchange 
for active RCP support, Sadlowski, in return, 
had to make no commitment.

Around African Liberation Day, we again 
saw the same syndicalist pattern. The RCP 
adamantly resisted the organization of a unifi

ed leadership body to guide the program or the 
march. Far from uniting all that could be 
united on specific principles, the RCP took it 
on itself to throw one group of Iranian 
Students out of the ALD march, because of the 
favored status of another group.

Now on the international scale, the RCP is 
actually upholding simultaneous warfare

among all parts of their so-called united front 
against imperialism. The RCP places the imper
ialists of the second rank powers as part of the 
target of the united front. Against the rulers of 
both the “second world” and the non-socialist 
part of the “third world” the RCP calls for 
armed struggle. At the same time they talk of 
uniting with these very forces against the super
powers. But in what sense is there a united 
front? The RCP’s support reduces itself to on- 
the-side-lines clapping over the conflicts be
tween the second rank imperialists and the two 
superpowers. No wonder the other opportun
ist supporters of the “three worlds” , who are 
attempting to build their incorrect united 
fronts, find the RCP support tainted.

The essence of syndicalism preaches forces 
coming together for struggle but steadfastly re
fuses to lay a real base for revolutionary gains. 
In the first part of this century, the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW) attempted to rally 
the working class behind the syndicalist ban
ner. The strategy and tactics of Marxism- 
Leninism partially developed as a conscious re
pudiation of the worship of the spontaneous 
movement.

What is missing in the RCP’s analysis and in 
their practice are concrete plans on how to use 
these conflicts or contradictions strategically or 
tactically in the interests of the proletariat.

Because for the RCP spontaneity rules, they 
make no attempt to really sort out the import
ance of the class contradictions. The RCP sees 
the contradiction^ not as the basis of the stra
tegy of the working class, but as the way to 
find out where the action is. This is why the 
glaring contradictions between their various 
fronts pose really no problem for the RCP. 
This is also why they can provide no solutions 
to the proletariat.

The RCP is a revisionist party, not a Marxist- 
Leninist party. Its fronts are syndicalist 
theaters of war, not the principled, united 
fronts of the proletariat and its allies^.

Joint Statement of “Zimbabwe African National Union”
and

“Confederation of Iranian Students” (CIS)
In support o f  the struggle o f the people o f  Zim

babwe against the fascist Ian Smith regime and 
imperialist reaction, UNITE! reprints excerpts 
from this important joint statement by the Zim
babwe African National Union (ZANU) and the 
Confederation o f  Iranian Students (CIS). Victory 
to the people o f  Zimbabwe! Long live proletarian 
in terna tional ism!

In Southern Africa the people of Zimbabwe are 
struggling against the illegal and racist regime of 
Ian Smith, one of the most notorious regimes in 
the world. This struggle, which is a revolutionary 
people’s armed struggle, has deep roots among the 
Zimbabwean people. The just struggle of the 
Zimbabwean people has gained the solidarity and 
support of many countries and of the people of 
the world....

The revolutionary forces have liberated one 
third of Zimbabwe from under the yoke of the 
illegal and racist regime of Ian Smith and in an
other third of the country armed struggle is be
ing carried out. ...

The imperialists, particularly the two super
powers, the U.S. and the Soviet Union, try to 
block the invincible onward march of the New 
Democratic Revolution in Zimbabwe. U.S. im
perialism tries to save its vested interests in 
Zimbabwe by depicting itself as the defender of

the so-called “black majority rule”. The other 
superpower, the Soviet Union, depicts itself as 
the “friend and natural ally” of the peoples of 
Southern Africa and is plotting to extend it s 
influence to replace U.S. imperialism. But the 
people of Zimbabwe are aware of these con
spiracies.

The people of Zimbabwe do not want to re
place Ian Smith with new masters. The deca
dent plots of the two superpowers and all other 
imperialists to turn Zimbabwe into a new colony 
will be crushed.....

While the imperialist and reactionary regimes, 
such as the puppet regime of Mohammad Reza 
Shah, the main supplier of oil to the fascist Ian 
Smith regime, spare no efforts to preserve the ex
ploitation and domination of the imperialists, the 
peoples of the world, including the people of 
Iran, stand in everlasting solidarity with the 
fraternal people of Zimbabwe and will forever 
remain by their side and support their revolution.

The heroic people of Zimbabwe are on the 
verge of a historic victory. At a time when the 
armed national liberation movement of Zimbab
we is powerfully surging forward, international 
solidarity with the people of Zimbabwe plays an 
important role. Tire Zimbabwe African National 
Union (ZANU) and the Confederation of Iranian 
Students (CIS), in March, 1977, held a meeting

and decided to launch an extensive joint cam
paign in the U.S., Germany, Canada, England, 
France, Italy, Belgium, and Sweden, to defend 
and support the Zimbabwean people and their 
revolutionary organization, ZANU.

This campaign will consist of solidarity meet
ings in which ZANU representatives will partici
pate, and of fund-raising campaigns to buy a land- 
rover and also campaigns to collect clothing and 
medicine. The ZANU and the CIS, on the basis 
of this joint statement, invite all anti-imperialist 
anti-fascist, anti-racist, and democratic-minded 
forces who defend the just cause of the Zimbab
wean people to participate in and support the 
campaign in defense of Zimbabwe which will 
take place in the month of October 1977.

Down with the Fascist Ian Smith Regime!
Long Live the Friendship Between the Iranian 

People and the People of Zimbabwe!

'

11-15 Uniop Square, N.Y., N.Y. 10003_____  - ... .... - • ..... —  ............. — -----:

During October events where held in Chicago 
Washington, D.C., Berkeley, N. Y., and Montreal.



November 1977 UNITE! Page 13

M e x ic a n o s  (a b o v e ) a p p r e h e n d e d  a t  th e  b o rd e r . J u s t r e c e n t ly  th e  fa s c is t K K K  a n n o u n c 

ed it  w i l l  " p a t r o l  th e  b o r d e r "  to  h e lp  th e  IN S ,  ra l ly in g  to  th e  d e fe n s e  o f  im p e r ia lis m .

(continued from page 1 ) 
workers are accused of causing 
every social evil. Portrayed as “in
vaders”, they are accused of creat
ing unemployment, causing crime 
and bringing the drug problem into 
the U.S. Increasingly, TV, news
paper and magazine headlines 
scream out “border crisis” , “hidden 
invasion”and “aliens out of con
trol”.

The Immigration and Naturaliza
tion Service (INS) estimates that 
there are between eight and twelve 
million undocumented workers in 
the U.S. Of these, 60% are from 
Mexico. Mexico currently has a 
foreign debt of 25 billion dollars, 
half of it owed to the U.S. Un
employment in Mexico is estimated 
at 40% - 50%. Large scale mechan
ized farming by U.S.controlled agri
business has forced millions of 
Mexican peasants off their land.

As long as the U.S. or any other 
imperialism holds Mexico in 
economic bondage, and the U.S. 
runaway shops continue to offer 
jobs at starvation wages, Mexican 
workers will head north to find 
work. Their choice is emigrate or 
starve.

And what has Jimmy Carter, 
spokesman for “human rights and 
dignity” offered to these people. 
Carter offered a so-called Amnesty 
Program which is clearly a mixture 
of poisoned carrots and sticks.

All documented workers who 
have resided continuously in the 
U.S. on or before January 1, 1970 
can apply for permanent resident 
status. This status can lead to full 
citizenship in five years.

All undocumented workers who 
have lived in the U.S. before January 
1, 1977 and who register with the 
INS, will be granted temporary re
sident status for five years. They 
can be issued work permits, but 
cannot receive Medicaid, food- 
stamps or other government bene
fits. During this five-year period, a 
final decision will be made about 
their legal status.

All undocumented workers ar
riving after January 1, 1977 will be' 
deported upon apprehension.

Measures will also be taken to 
“increase existing border enforce
ment efforts.” A minimum of 
2000 additional border patrol a- 
gents will be placed on the Mexican 
border.

The proposal also makes it unlaw
ful to hire undocumented workers, 
with enforcement by the Justice 
Department against employers who 
engage in a pattern or practice of 
such hiring. These penalties would 
be civil and fines up to $ 1,000 per 
worker.

These two aspects of Carter’s pro
posal will be met with serious op
position from agribusiness and fac- /
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tory owners who have made it a 
practice to hire undocumented 
workers because their “illegal” 
status allows them to be exploited 
beyond that of “ legal” workers.

Finally, a fool-proof, forge proof 
identification card was proposed. 
While lately, Carter and his flunkies 
have denied that it will be part of 
the program a National “work card” 
ID, hooked up to a computerized 
system, is clearly part of an attack . 
on the entire working class. 
Through this system, the govern
ment. could easily keep track of all 
workers and use it to locate, black
list or harass militant leaders of the 
class.

Carter’s program clearly offers 
nothing for the Latino masses but 
continued and continuous harass
ment. The reign of terror perpetra
ted by ia Migra will surely increase. 
Latinos will also experience in
creased difficulties in gaining em
ployment because of the “fear” of 
hiring “illegals”.

For the few who can apply for 
permanent resident status, Carter’s 
plan is merely recognition of reali
ty. Having survived for over seven 
years without documents, they 
would strongly resist any attempt 
to deport them. For the others, 
there are vague promises and strict 
control, and the continued threat 
of apprehension for the rest.

Carter’s program comes as a re
sponse to the increasing layoffs of 
U.S. workers. Along with the cam
paign to blame these layoffs on 
foreign imports, blame is also being 
laid on “ illegal workers”. But once 
again, the blame is placed on the 
wrong doorstep. Capitalism is in a 
deep crisis, and the layoffs come as 
a result of this, and not foreign 
workers “stealing the jobs” .

Historically, whenever the capital
ists have needed a surplus of work
ers the border guards closed then- 
eyes to the Mexican workers cross
ing into the U.S. Undocumented 
workers were readily hired to work 
low paying, hard and menial jobs. 
The capitalists did not have to fear 
resistance from these workers be
cause of the constant threat of de- ' 
portation. And finally, when the 
capitalists no longer needed the 
labor power of these workers, they 
could simply call on la Migra to 
have the workers rounded up and 
deported. Thus they escaped hav
ing to pay unemployment and last 
paychecks, a convenient and pro
fitable arrangement.

The capitalists, now in a deepening 
ing crisis know that with the in
creasing impoverishment of the 
U. S. working class, there will be in
creasing resistance. In an attempt 
to divert the anger of the working 
class away from the capitalist sys
tem itself, they point the finger at 
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the undocumented worker. They 
hope to whip up national chauvin
ism to divide the working class and 
thereby destroy its fighting ability.

In a desperate attempt to place 
this rapidly escalating crisis onto 
the backs of the international work
ing class, the bourgeoisie is en
couraging the growth of fascism. - 
Increased border guards, national 
ID’s, and the denial of rights to un
documented workers demonstrate 
this trend. “Fascism is the open, 
terroristic dictatorship of the most 
reactionary, most chauvinist and 
most imperialist elements of 
finance capital.”

For the undocumented workers 
and Latino communities, fascist 
attacks which already exist, will 
increase. For undocumented work
ers there are no rights. They are 

denied their right to earn a living, 
denied social services and education 
for their children that they have 
earned through paying taxes. Fami
lies are broken up, workers are 
dragged from their machines and 
their beds without adherence to

The U.S. Supreme Court is now 
hearing the case of the University 
of California v. Bakke. It is a signi
ficant trial for the working class 
and all oppressed people. The case 
stems from a California Supreme 
Court ruling, appealed by the Un
iversity of California, which up
held Allan Bakke’s claim that his 
constitutional rights were violated 
when he was denied admission to 
medical school. Minority students 
with lower entrance exam scores 
were admitted to the school. 
Bakke claims that this was a case 
of “reverse discrimination”.

For the working class and oppres
sed nationalities and women, the 
significance of the case lies in the 
effect it will have on minorities’ 
and women’s right to claim special 
compensation for decades of dis
crimination. It will effect not only 
education, but job hiring and job 
promotion practices known as 
“affirmative action”.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 
stated that it was unconstitu
tional to discriminate on the basis 
of age, race, sex, or national origin. 
In order to compensate for past 
discrimination, many states passed 
laws requiring businesses and 
schools to adopt policies of “affir
mative action” to actively recruit 
and hire minorities and women.

A Supreme Court decision up
holding Bakke’s claim would open 
the door for these schools and 
businesses to legally discriminate 
once again. It was a result of 
militant struggle by workers, 
national minorities and women
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constitutional rights.
How can these vicious, chauvin

ist attacks be countered? We op
pose Carter’s amnesty plan and in
stead put forward demands which 
are in the interests of the working 
class. The working class must call 
for complete democratic rights for 
all undocumented workers. This 
would include a call for an imme
diate end to deportations and the 
granting of legal status and the right 
to U.S. citizenship. We demand the 
dismantling of the INS police appa
ratus. We must also take up the 
struggle for guarantees of social 
services, unemployment compen
sation and education for all work
ers.

Taking up this struggle is a part of 
our internationalist duty; it will 
also greatly strengthen us in the 
fight against the rapdily escalating 
fascist attacks by the capitalist 
class. We must stand together in 
the fight for the rights of undocu
mented workers.

that such reforms were passed. 
It will only be through con
tinued militant struggle that they 
will remain law.

The MLOC supports such re
forms, as a means to better the 
living and working conditions of 
all working and oppressed people, 
and for strengthening the fighting 
ability of the entire class in its 
struggle against capitalism.

We demand that the Bakke deci
sion be overturned. We demand 
full democratic rights for all people, 
and support special programs which 
help to ensure these rights.^______

Punishment 
for Profit

Prisons in the 

Black Belt South

The three part series PUN ISHM EN T FOR 

P RO FIT: Prisons in the Black Belt South,

is now available as a pamphlet, 8 %x4 * 1/ 2  

12 pages, $.25. Bulk orders available.
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“The Working Men 
Have No Country” — Marx

U n d o c u m e n t e d  w o r k 

e r s  a r r e s t e d  a t  w o r k  

n e a r  C h ic a g o  ( r i g h t ) ,  

a r e  b u s e d  a c r o s s  

t h e  b o r d e r ,  b r o k e  

a n d  h u n g r y ,  f a r  f r o m  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  in  t h e  

U . S . ,  a n d  s t i l l  h u n 

d r e d s  o f  m i l e s  f r o m  

r e l a t i v e s  in  M e x i c o .

OVERTURN
THE BAKKE DECISION!



Saw Olivia
in the locker room today,
Said she couldn’t come tonight 
’cause she had to see the D.A. 
about the man who killed her brother. 
Shot him in the back

last December.

Saw Slim
by the gate this afternoon,
& thought he looked kind o f down, eyes red 
around the rim.
He said, yeah,
he was on his way to his sister’s funeral.
Just waiting for WilEe 
to go with him.
She got shot

on Sunday.

Page 14 UNITE! November 1977

from Dawson, Georgia . . .

Johnny Jackson, right, and his brother James Jr.

AN INTERVIEW WITH

Johnny Jackson
OF THE DAWSON 5

UNITE! Johnny could you give our readers a little background on 
yourself?

Jackson: I got as far as the the tenth grade in school. I am able to read 
and write. I left school to help support the family. My fath
er needed more help to bring in money. I played football in 
school at Terrell High School. When I left school I did farm 
work. I went to work for Mr. Hastey a big farmer west of 
town. He paid me $7 a day. I worked all day for five days a 
week, sometimes six days a week. After that I worked for 
the Sasser Seed Co. for $2.10 an hour and that was hard 
work. I've done some cotton picking too.

UNITE! Why do you think you and the other four young men were 
framed on this murder charge?

Jackson: Because we were the only people they could easily put it on.
We told them (the police) that we were out toting water for 
theWatsons when the man was killed, and they wouldn't be
lieve us. I never thought things were so bad in Terrell County 
until this thing came up. I thought that lynching and stuff 
was over and gone. Then they throw us in that jail, locked us 
up, and I didn't know what was going to happen.

UNITE! How were the conditions in the jail?
Jackson: The food was bad. You only got fed twice a day: 8:30 and 

11:30. After that you just went hungry. You couldn't get 
exercise. It wasn't until we were in for 14 or 15 months that 
they let us out to get some exercise. Rest of the time we 
were locked up in the cell. In the winter it got real cold; you 
had to stay in bed with your clothes on to keep vjrarm. They 
wouldn't let us have any newspapers, they got mad when 
they saw stories about us in the newspapers. But we got 
some. Some of the trustees gave us some papers.

UNITE! Why did the court release you on bond?
Jackson: They were scared knowing that they got us locked up for 

nothing. The publicity and protest put pressure on them, 
they saw they were coming out on the losing end of the stick.
So they let us out but kept the charges on us. Now they try
ing to do it in a sly way. We want to have our trial over and 
done with. As it stands now the court can bring up something 
on us later. We are not really free yet. I went to get a job at 
the rubber plant and they wouldn't hire r..c: because of this 
case.

UNITE! Who do you think is mainly responsible for suffering and the 
oppression of all Black people?

Jackson: It's the rich whites, they have all the land and they lay back 
while the Blacks do all the work. I think the Black people 
should come together and fight for their rights.

UNITE! What do you think it will take to really free the Dawson 5?
Jackson: People must keep on struggling for us and rest of the Black 

people and poor whites.

UNITE! Have you heard about the Gary Tyler case?
Jackson: Yes. I heard about the Scottsboro and Wilmington 10 case 

too. I'm trying to find out more about them. I say to Gary 
Tyler, keep strong and keep on going.

UNITE! Do you have anything else to say?
Jackson: I'd like to thank the support committee and Unite! for 

helping in the struggle to free the Dawson 5.

SCOTTDALE COMMUNITY 
UNITES AGAINST 
POLICE REPRESSION

Scottdale, Georgia — On August 31 
in the predominately Black, Atlanta 
suburb of Scottdale, Georgia, a 
police officer, with his gun drawn, 
chased a youth through a crowded 
community center. The police of
ficer was in the area supposedly 
to look for a “burglary suspect” 
but he took off after the first 
youth that he saw, chased him 
down and held a gun to his head. 
Mrs. Ruby Huff, a counselor at the 
Scottdale Recreation Center, criti
cized the officer for his wreckless 
actions. The response of the police 
officer was to arrest Mrs. Huff, 
charging her with battery and ob
structing an officer. Following 
Mrs. Huffs arrest, a large crowd 
gathered and the police called in 
reinforcements including nine 
police cars and a police helicopter.

Community response to the inci
dent was swift. A large meeting 
was held where people in the com
munity condemned the the actions 
of the police, called for the officer’s 
suspension and for Black police 
officers to patrol the Black com
munity. At this meeting the 
police department tried to play 
both sides. They admitted that the 
officer’s actions were probably not 
the best judgement. The youth 
that was originally charged was re
leased. However, the police de
partment refused to suspend the 
officer and instead. Just transferred 
him to another beat. The police 
also stated that the department 
would not consider assignments 
simply on the basis of race. This, 
it said, would be a “step backwards 
. . .  a retreat to the policies of the 
40’ and 50’s.”

Although the police investigation 
showed that Mrs. Huff was falsely 
accused of interfering with the of
ficer, a month later, on October 3, 
Mrs. Huff was brought to trial on 
the original charges.

This incident is a clear example of 
the police brutality which is all too 
common throughout the Black Belt 
Nation. The case of Mrs. Huff 
points out the lengths to which the 
state will go to harass those who 
stand up to oppose the murderous 
actions o f the police.

It’s no coincidence that such an 
incident should happen in Scott
dale. Scottdale is controlled by the 
Scott family who owns two cotton 
mills in the town which employ 
1000 workers. The family also 
controls a large part of the real 
estate in the area. The Scott family 
has done everything in its power to 
keep “their” workers in slave con-

5 , r:-.- tl H j  .

ditions — wages are rock bottom 
and unions have been successfully

and viciously opposed. National 
and sexual divisions among the 
workers are actively promoted. 
Working conditions at the mills are 
very bad. This includes high levels 
of cotton dust, noise and slave
driving “overseers” .

The city government of Scottdale 
has never had any Black elected of
ficials, even though the town is pre
dominately Black. This was first 
done by simply not allowing Blacks 
to vote. Then, with the Federal 
voting legislation of the 1960’s, the 
city voting districts were gerry
mandered so that Blacks don’t have

a voting majority in any of the four 
city districts.

These examples point to the 
lengths to which the ruling class 
has gone in order to suppress the 
working and oppressed people in 
Scottdale and all across the Black 
Belt South. But the community 
struggle around this incident shows 
that where therfe is oppression their 
will always be resistance. The 
whole working class must take up 
the struggle for democratic rights, 
such as the right to one’s own 
elected officials, the right to union
ization, and the struggle against 
police repression. It is only 
through the united struggle of both 
Black and white workers that vic
tory will finally be w on .^ .

a in ’ t  c a p i t a l is m
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FEUDAL REMNANTS

AND

NATIONAL OPPRESSION
Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana — 
Plaquemines Parish spreads for a 
hundred miles down the winding 
Mississippi River, from New Orleans 
all the way to the Gulf of Mexico. 
The parish may seem isolated and 
rural, but within its boundaries lies 
some of the richest oil deposits in 
Louisiana, as well as what’s said to 
be the world’s largest sulphur cone. 
For fifty years, until his death in 
1969, the parish was “ruled” by 
one man: Leander Perez. Perez, 
using his positions as judge, district 
attorney, and Parish Control Com
mission Chairman (two of these 
posts are currently held by his sons) 
amassed a fortune of several million 
dollars, mainly in oil.

Plaquemines Parish has a long and 
brutal history of attacks on the 
democratic rights of Blacks and 
workers, once led by the racist 
Perez and now carried on by his 
family and cronies. Throughout his 
lifetime, Perez gave hatemongering 
speeches in favor of segregation. He 
was behind the Dixiecrat movement 
and was responsible for the adop
tion of countless Jim Crow* meas
ures. In 1960, Perez banned library 
services to Blacks, ordering any 
book that described Black Ameri
cans in a positive manner removed 
from the shelves, as well as any 
book with a progressive viewpoint. 
In 1964, CORE (Congress of Racial 
Equality) and other groups strug
gling for democratic rights in the
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South planned to conduct voter re
gistration drives in Plaquemines. 
Perez’s response was to order that 
Fort St. Phillip, (a decaying, 200 
year-old, mosquito-infested fort on 
the river which was only accessible 
boat) be readied to lock up any 
demonstrators. In 1965, his re
sponse to federal voter registrars 
coming into Plaquemines’was to go 
on local television and harangue the 
unregistered white voters to register 
in order to out-number the Black 
voters and “avoid the curse of a 
second Reconstruction”. In a 
parish that is 40 - 50% Black, there 
has never been a Black elected or 
appointed to any significant post.

Today in Plaquemines, close 
watch over the working class is 
maintained by the Perez family, by 
requiring that workers obtain itin
erant labor cards. These cards are 
required by the parish to be ob
tained by every worker by his/her 
30th day of employment.

The origins of these cards points

to Perez’s complete control of in
dustry in Plaquemines. He would 
accept the development of industry 
on two basic grounds: that it could 
personally enrich him and that it 
would not bring a flood of “out
siders” , who may not go along with 
“the way things were” in Plaque
mines. By doing so, tight control 
is kept over the working class, and 
Plaquemines population has re
mained relatively small. These 
cards are also utilized by the FBI as 
well as parish police. (Recently, at 
a pipeline company in Plaquemines, 
an FBI helicopter swooped down 
and arrested three workers.) As is 
the case throughout the Black Belt 
South, few workers have the basic 
democratic right of a union at then- 
workplace. No wonder. In the 
recent past, union organizers have 
been threatened with arrest for 
even being in Plaquemines.

The upsurge for democratic rights 
in the 1960’s eventually did better 
some of the rotten conditions

faced by the people of Plaque 
mines. But those were only partial 
reforms. As long as the Perez 
family (who are descendents of 
plantation owners) and their ac
complices continue their rule, real 
self-determination for the people of 
Plaquemines can never be achieved. 
The national and class oppression 
faced by Blacks and workers from 
this tiny white ruling class may 
seem unusually harsh. But condi
tions such as these can be found 
throughout the Black Belt South. 
This is why we must link the strug
gle in Plaquemines to the call for 
self-determination for the Black 
Belt Nation. Only by the building 
of multi-national unity into a 
strong, revolutionary force will the 
people of Plaquemines and all 
people of the Black Belt be able to 
gain control of their lives and re
sources.

Self-determination for the 
Black Belt Nation!

VICTORY WON FOR BENNIE LENARD!
Bennie Lenard has been acquitted 

of all but one of the charges against 
him, which included battery, resist
ing arrest and possession of a load
ed weapon. He w ill be sentenced on 
the remaining trumped up charge, 
having an open beer can in his car, 
on November 10.

In a statement after the verdict 
was released, Lenard thanked all 
who had supported him and had 
stood up for the rights of a 
working class man.

The case of Lenard has been a 
crucial lesson for the working 
class. It was only because of the 
mass support built for him that 
the charges were dropped. Thou
sands of working class and oppres
sed people are railroaded by the 
capitalist system of justice every 
year because they lack mass sup
port. The police never thought 
that this man would be different. 
They never thought that the 
charges brought against him 
or the inconsistencies in their 
report would be challenged.

But the case of Bennie Lenard 
was different. This was not going 
to be another case of a Black man 
beaten by the police, and put a- 
way in jail for years on trumped 
up charges. Support was built 
for him in unions and in the com
munity, and this support proved 
to be crucial, Without it, Lenard 
would most likely be in jail today.

In comparison to the major 
battles which lies ahead, the vic
tory for Bennie Lenard is a small 
one. Yet it is significant because 
of the lesson that it contains. We 
must apply this lesson to all of our

struggles. The unity of the work
ing class is a force which the capit
alist class fears, for one day this 
powerful force will smash for

ever the entire capitalist system^.

Bennie Lenard (below left) leaving 
the courthouse during a demonstra
tion held by supporters.

UNITE! Photos



COUNTRIES WANT INDEPENDENCE, 
NATIONS WANT LIBERATION,

PEOPLE WANT

W o r k e r s '  M o v e m e n t N a t io n a l  L ib e r a t io n

PORTUGAL — Fierce clashes between Portu
guese peasants and the Soares government po
lice have been erupting in the countryside and 
provincial towns, as peasants resist the 
attempts of the reactionary bourgeoisie to 
reverse land reforms won during the 1975 anti
fascist upsurge.

In Evora, peasants staged a demonstration 
against the measures recently taken by the 
Soares government to reverse the land reforms. 
The paramilitary Republican Guard attacked 
the demonstrators but the peasants resisted this 
attack and injured forty guards. Clashes have 
also been reported between the Republican 
Guard and peasants during attempts made by 
the gendarmes to clear the peasants off the 
land they had expropriated from the big 
landlords.

The Communist Party of Portugal (Recon
stituted) has supported the efforts of the 
peasants to defend their gains and to continue 
their struggle. Upholding the principle that the 
peasantry and small farmers are the reliable ally 
of the proletariat, in its revolutionary struggle, 
the CPP (Reconstituted) is organizing the poor 
peasants and landless agricultural workers 
under the Banner LAND TO THE TILLER!

COLOMBIA — For several months, a powerful 
movement of strikes and demonstrations has 
been raging in Colombia. Hundreds of thou
sands of workers have gone on strike to 
demonstrate against the Colombian bourgeoisie 
and their U.S. imperialist patrons. All the 
efforts of the reactionary bourgeoisie to smash 
this movement have failed.

On September 14, a general strike was 
called by the four major labor federations to 
force the government to accede to wage in
creases. This strike, which was extremely suc
cessful, was met with by violent reaction and 
the arrest and continued harassment of 
workers.

The struggle of the Colombian people is 
being led by the Communist Party of Colom
bia (Marxist-Leninist). In the countryside, 
where the peasants already have experience of 
armed struggle, the armed wing of the party, 
the People’s Army of Liberation, is leading the 
straggle. The masses of workers, peasants and 
students is a strong revolutionary force, and 
the clashes they are waging against reaction is 
raising their fighting ability.

HONDURAS — In Honduras, more than 70% 
of the population works in agriculture. But the 
land is in the hands of a few landowners and 
poor peasants are savagely exploited by local 
and foreign capitalists. This situation has led 
to an intensification of the straggle for land.

In Cortes and Okotepecue provinces, thou
sands of armed peasants attacked the planta- 
taions demanding that the land be given to the 
tiller.

In other provinces, the peasants organized 
demonstrations and protest meetings demand
ing the return of their land which was forcibly 
expropriated by the landowners. They are also 
demanding an end to the exploitation of the 
natural resoures by foreign monopolies which 
have penetrated into. the agriculture of 
Honduras.

PUERTO RICO — Andres Figueroa Cordero, 
one of five Puerto Rican patriots held for over 
20 years in U.S. Federal Prisons, has finally 
been freed. Cordero is suffering from terminal 
cancer and has undergone three major opera
tions. On March 1, 1954, Cordero, Irvin Flores, 
Rafael Miranda, and Lolita Lebron attacked the 
U.S. Congress to demand independence for 
Puerto Rico.

Cordero considers his release a victory for 
the Puerto Rican national struggle. He still 
insists that Puerto Rico can only be freed by 
the bullet and strongly supports all the inter
national socialist movements.

The entire U.S. working class should de
mand the immediate release of the remaining 
patriots still in prison.

ERITREA — On October 12, the Eritrean 
Peoples Liberation Army scored a significant 
victory over the fascist Ethiopian regime and 
the imperialists which back it. On the road be
tween Asmara and Massawa, the EPLA defeat
ed an entire batallion of enemy troops. 260 
trucks were destroyed and 40 captured; seven 
East German armored cars were destroyed and 
three captured, and 500 light and heavy pieces 
of artillery were captured.

Arms to the Ethiopian regime are being sup
plied by East Germany, Russia, and Yugoslavia. 
Cuban and Israeli troops are in the service of 
the Ethiopian regime.

The increased build-up of the Ethiopian 
forces speaks to the strength of the liberation 
forces and the weakness of fascism, but it also 
speaks to the increased imperialist contention 
in this area.

The Eritrean people are determined that one 
fascist control over Eritrea will not be substi
tuted for another. This victory is another signi
ficant step along the road to liberation.

MOZAMBIQUE — Troops of the fascist Ian 
Smith regime in Rhodesia launched another 
invasion of Mozambique in late September. 
Mozambique military units and civilian militia 
fought off a land and air assault on civilian 
areas, including Chicualacuala and Mapai. A 
Rhodesian land assault was supported by mor
tar fire and bomber and fighter planes.

The Smith regime has recently stepped up 
its terrorist raids against neighboring Zambia 
also. Both Mozambique and Zambia have 
pledged to resist these attacks and continue 
their support of the just struggle of the 
Zimbabwean people.

S o c ia l is t  C o n s t r u c t io n

KOREA — On September 9, the people of 
Korea joyously celebrated the 29th anniversary 
of the founding of the Democratic People’s Re
public of Korea. Shortly after the founding of 
the DPRK, the freedom-loving Korean people 
were forced to carry out resolute struggle 
against U.S. aggression to defend their father- 
land. Led by the Korean Workers’ Party, they 
resolutely waged people’s war, heroically de
fended the people’s power in the DPRK, and 
finally forced U.S. imperialism to withdraw 
south of the 38th parallel.

Today, the entire working people in the 
northern half of the republic are upholding the 
three banners of ideological revolution, techni
cal revolution and cultural revolution to create 
new upsurges of socialist construction on all 
fronts.

But in the face of continuous U.S. interfer
ence in their internal affairs, the Korean people 
are continuing their just struggle to defend the 
DPRK, drive U.S. troops from the south, real
ize the reunification of their homeland and win 
victories for the cause of Communism.

KAMPUCHEA — Phnom Penh workers have 
built many new industrial plants, including a 
shipyard, an acid works, an automobile repair 
plant and a machine tool plant. They have also 
repaired and enlarged a number of factories 
like the No. 3 Textile Mill and a rubber proces
sing factory which were severely damaged 
during the war.

Pumps, shelters, rice transplanters, crushers 
and other machines turned out by the machine 
tool plant are warmly welcomed by the agricul
tural cooperatives.

Most factory workers served in the revolu
tionary army during the war. Through studying 
hard in the factories, they are acquiring techni
cal skills. They have done ali this in the revolu
tionary spirit of self-reliance and hard work for 
the prosperity of their country.

LAOS — The incidence of many common 
diseases has been reduced in Laos. A special 
medical research meeting was convened recent
ly by the Lao Ministry to do away with Black- 
water Fever, a disease which greatly harms the 
people’s health. Medical workers succeeded in 
finding the cause of the disease and effective 
measures were instituted in Vientiane (capital) 
hospitals to bring it under control.

Medical teams have been sent to rural areas 
and mountain regions to inoculate the masses 
against dysentery, cholera and malaria. Medical 
teams also teach hygenic knowledge, mobilize 
the people to kill mosquitoes and flies and 
unfolded a mass campaign to encourage 
cleanliness.

Thirty village hospitals have been built and 
120 doctors were trained in Vientaine and 
Savannakhet provinces. In Laos, the people’s 
health has rapidly improved since the imperial
ists were thrown out of the country.
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