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A Stumble and a Recovery

Remember the sad, slightly
injured look of the President last
sprmg as he informed America of
an all too well known fact7 There
was a crisis of confidence m the
country Somehow, in Carter’s
words, the “little man had gotten
alienated from the government ”
And now, at the end of 1979,
recall the “blue gray, angry firm
ness” in the eyes of the President,
as he basks in the light of “the
new unity in America”, the solid
national chauvinism engineered by
the lranian crisis

But more has changed over the
course of 1979 than the look of
President Carter and his portraits
on the cover of TIME magazine
In the fall of last year, the “ex
perts” debated whether a reces
sion was on the horizon Now at
the end of 1979, the only ques
tion is “how deep and how long7”
With hundreds of thousands al
ready laid off and inflation sky
rocketing at a rate not seen since

1946, this periodic crisis has put-

an end to the “recovery” from
the 1973 °74 recession and all
claims to the promised resurgence
of the prosperous, trouble free
dreams of the 1950’ and 1960’s

Nevertheless, things have not
been all gloom for the capitalist
class this year In spite of the end
of the economic recovery and a
creeping stagnation of the econo
my over which they have little
control, the capitalist class has
effected a “recovery” to its
political crisis during 1979 which
is in many ways the more sigm
ficant event of the year In re
covery from their “political crisis
of confidence”, the capitalists
show the reserve strengths of their
class m its struggle to retain pow
er This class of exploiters has
proved that even under detenorat
mg economic conditions it is still
powerful enough to patch the
cracks m its popular credibility,
still powerfull enough to confuse
the growing consciousness and re
volutionary movement of the
masses, still powerful enough to
restore the people’s delicate confi
dence in the system of capitalism

In the Beginning of 1979,
There Was the Word

and the word was “political
crisis” for the capitalist class

Taking up the capitalist sceptre
from the disgraced criminal Rich
ard Nixon and the stumbling
Gerald Ford, Carter found himself
caught between his easily tarnish
ed image as the “human rights
populist” and the more and more
open appearance of the degener
acy of his capitalist class Based
on a decade of voter apathy,
Carter’s mandate began to falter
soon after taking office Last
year’s federal budget, with its in
creased taxes and decreased social
services, stirred the masses, wak
mg them to the economic of
fensive Carter designed to put
the burden of the capitalists
economic crisis onto the working
class The emptiness of Carter’s
,claim that his wage guidelines
would stop inflation and the emp
tiness of his call for equal sacri
flee was clear even before his
Council on Wage Price Policy met
fot the first time, as real wages
dipped and inflation skyrocketed
But just proving that the econo
mic crisis is out of the hands of
the current administration does
not in itself constitute a political
crisis for the capitahsts because
they simply substitute a new ad
ministration at election time, pro
moting the illusion that all will be
well

At the same time that Carter
claimed that the economic
crisis was out of his hands it was
becoming all too clear that some
one was benefittmg First came
the monumental price gouging
and profiteering by the oil com
pames coupled with the all too
frequent revelations of Depart
ment of Energy collaboration in
the plot against the gasoline buy
mg public The gasoline monopo
lists found it more difficult to
blame their price gouging on the
Arabs The public was more re
sistant to this bunko than in
1973 or 74, because in 1979 a
phenomenon occurred which had
not been seen in years

In the winter of 1978 79, there
was considerable grassroots sup
port m America for the anti
imperialist efforts t>f the Iranian
masses to throw off the Shah
U S imperialism’s complicity in
placing and maintaining that fas
cist dictator in power was not the
American masses’ focus of inter-
est But the facts of the case were

Museum of Modern Art 50th Anniversary Exhibition

Viewing a Decade Through Its Art

The art of the 20 s is areflection of the social developments of the years leading up to this decade
of artistic upsurge They were the years of the rise of imperialism as a world system the outbreak of
the first imperialist world war and the victory of the first proletarian revolution

For the artists of the 20's the question was how to understand

world

from the acrid blood soaked battlefields of the first world war "

so clear that the capitalists, in the
main, did not even bother to deny
them While the role of US im-
perialism, so brazenly placed be
fore the world, proved an embar
rassment to the imperialists, it
raised the consciousness of the
US masses as it had not been
raised for years For instance,
more Americans by survey than
ever before were convinced of the
“senselessness” of the Vietnam
war Confidence m American poll
cy was on the wane

But as if that werent enough,
with the temporary stabilization
of events in Iran, a similar popu
lar uprising took place in Nicara
gua, another blatant case of the
role of US imperialism propping
up fascist regimes around the
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world This was indeed a political
crisis for the capitahsts In addi
tion to their inability to intervene
to save their puppets, as they
tried in Vietnam, the ruling class’s
degenerate world plans were con
stantly being dragged up to the
light of day, building the con
sciousness of the U S proletariat

Rising as it does from the
consciousness of the
masses, this threatening proleta
rian consciousness began to take
organizational forms At the end
of 1978, after 33 years without
one, the working class found itself
once again with a communist
party, the CPUSA/ML, linked m
ternationally with the worldwide
communist movement In 1979,
there were once again revolu

Boom and Bust in the Steel Industry

U.S. Steel Industry Barons

Deliver an

1979 will probably go down as
the third best year in history for
the steel companies with approxi
mately 100 million tons shipped
In March of this year the industry
was running at an unusually high
96% capacity But by mid summer
the deepening economic crisis and
particularly the slump m auto

"Art of the Twenties”

react to and interpret the modern
It was aworld torn forever from a past which appeared hazy simple and idylie when viewed

see page 6

Ultimatum

sales began to hit the steel mdus
try  Steelworkers began to get
short weeks and then layoffs,
especially those working at sheet
facilities which produce products
for cars and appliances Today ca
pacity utilization is down to
about 80% and as a result US
Steel recently announced it will
permanently eliminate 16 facili
ties and 13,000 jobs, raising ques
tions about the future of the steel
industry

The current economic crisis is
hitting hard in the steel industry
because the mills in this country
are old and are in a poor compe
titive position with the new nulls
in many other countries The
steel capitalists have laid out a
series of demands, an ultimatum,
which if not met, they say, will
result in the layoffs of hundreds

tionary trade union organizations
(TUAL) and anti imperialist or
gamzations (Liberation League),
so necessary to successfully battle
against the imperialists Though
these organizations were very
small, able to use the political
crisis of the bourgeoisie only to
build their influence in limited
ways, the establishment of these
organizations were threatening
enough to attract attacks from
the capitalist class These attacks
came from the state, from the re
formist hacks, and from the fasc
ist henchmen like the Klan and
Nazis, not to mention the revi
sionsts of every conceivable stripe

Shock Waves from the Crisis

The political crisis of the capit
alist class sent shock waves
through their entire system of
misleaders and  executioners,
priests and hangmen While one
group of trade union bureaucrats
lined up behind Carter, risking
their mass support by implement
ing his wage cut pokey in every
major contract negotiated this
year, another group of reformist
bureaucrats  constituted them
selves as the loyal “opposition ”
Loyal to the capitalist system
always, this group, led by Fraser
of the United Autoworkers, estab
lished a liberal opposition within
Carter’s party, threatened the for
mation of a third party, and
finally lined up with liberal re
formist Ted Kennedy By the end
of the year Fraser had won for
himself a seat on the Chrysler
Board of Executives for his exem
plary service to capital

( Continued on page 7)

of thousands of steelworkers, the
increased dependency on foreign
steel and the possible “liquida
tion” of the US steel industry
It is important to understand just
what these demands are and what
they mean for the working class

Imports
The U S steel industry is basic
ally a domestic industry Unlike
the auto, electric, mining, oil and
other industries, steel companies
have not run away to numerous
Asian, African and Latin Ameri
can countries that are neo colo
mes of US imperialism, where
they could exploit low paid labor
and the lack of government re
stnctions to produce superprofits
As a result, a number of these
countries,  particularly  Korea,
| Continued on page 3)
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Year

Defeat the Lies!

In the town of Gori in the state
of Georgia in Russia, which lies
at the foot of the Caucasus Moun-
tains that divide Europe and
Asia, on December 21, 1879 a
great revolutionary was born His
father was a shoemaker who be
came a worker at the Adelkhanov
Shoe Factory in Tiflis His mother
was the child of a peasant, born in
the village of Gambareuli

Born with the name of Joseph
Vissarionovich Djugashvili, he be
came known to the world as J V
Stalin — Stalin, which in Russian
means steel For over 50 years
Stalin rightfully bore this name
and his life and work have become
synonymous with the strength,
character and unwavering stand of
a genuine Marxist Leninist In re
membering the life of Stalin, we
remember the history of the in
ternational communist movement
for over 50 years

Stalin became a revolutionary

at the age of 15 and at 17 led
workers’ study circles As the re
volutionary movement of the
Georgian workers grew and took
shape, Stalin wrote leaflets, led
strikes and organized demonstra
tions against Russian tsarism He
joined the Russian Social Demo
cratic Labor Party led by Lenin
in 1898 and among the workers
of Tiflis received his first school
ing in practical revolutionary
work “I recall the year 1898,
when | was first put in charge of
a study circle of workers from the
railway shops It was here,
among these comrades, that 1re
ceived my first revolutionary bap
tism my first teachers were the
workers of Tiflis ”

He worked and studied —phi
losophy, political economy, natu
ral science and literature — and
became an educated Marxist as
the workers” movement in Russia
against the despotic rule of the

Tsar grew into the revolution of
1905

Uniting with Lenin, building
the Bolshevik Party and rallying

Editorials

U.S. Calls
for New Missile

Disarmament in Words, Escalation in Deeds

Once again the hand of U.S imperialism is at
work building up its military machine in Europe
In a mid December meeting of NATO, US im-
perialism formally requested and was granted the
deployment of 108 long range Pershing missiles
and 464 ground launched Cruise missiles

This new strategic missile deployment for NATO
would not be restricted by the SALT Il Agreement
as the missiles would not be deployed in the U S
but will be added to the already existing nuclear
forces of NATO, Britain and France Though the
missiles may be inscribed with the initials “NATO”
rather than “USA”, they represent the murderous
intentions of U S imperialism all the same

The deployment of the Pershing missile, together
with the neutron bomb, the MX missile system in
the U S and their counterparts in the Soviet Union,
the SS 20 and Backfire bomber, represent a new es
calation of nuclear aggression and blackmail The
new round of US and Soviet weapons deployment
vividly exposes all the demagogy and deception of
the SALT Il Agreement This agreement provides a
cover of disarmament for what in reality is a frame
work for the escalation of nuclear competition be
tween the superpowers and their respective blocs,
NATO and the Warsaw Pact countries, each fighting
to maintain their existing spheres of influence and
intensify their rivalry for world domination and
plunder

The Pershing missile scheme in Europe is another
indication of the completely aggressive, warmonger
mg character of US imperialism and its allies,
whether China, Japan or the countries of Europe
The US defense outlays for fiscal 1980 will a
mount to over $122 billion In addition, both En
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gland and France are today considering the exten
sion of their own nuclear arsenals to supplement
the growing US nuclear strikeforce based in
Europe The Pershing missile will greatly extend the
range of U S imperialism’s nuclear terrorism, reach
mg deep into Russia

The deployment of the Pershing missile in
Europe has met with some hesitation by some
European powers given the popular resistance
within their own countries, and because the de
ployment of such a missile on their own soil makes
them a ready target for Soviet social imperialism
The plan however, was adopted by Germany,
France, Britain and Italy The Netherlands res
isted The acceptance of the nuclear missile plan
follows the call by Henry Kissinger at the Sept
ember NATO meeting, for the European powers
to foot some of the nuclear bill The actual deploy
ment of the missiles is scheduled to begin in 1983

The deployment of the Pershing missile presents
anew and still greater threat to the peace and free
dom of the peoples of the world, and in particular,
the people of Europe The European proletariat
is being forced to struggle under the shadow of a
growing nuclear arsenal The imperialist powers
hope to intimidate and blackmail the working and
oppressed people into giving up the fight against
U S imperialism by hanging the threat of nuclear
holocaust over their heads

Whether in the US or Europe, in the USSR
or Cuba, the proletariat of all countries absolutely
opposes the deployment of all weapons of destruc
tion by the imperialists and their allies We will not
be blackmailed by the superpowers We fully re
cognize that while we oppose every step of Im
perialist war preparations, at the same time we must
prepare in all ways for the advent of imperialist war
It must be turned into a revolutionary civil war led
by the proletariat

No Pershing Missiles’ End Nuclear Blackmail by
the Imperialist Powers'
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Defend Comrade Stalin!

the masses of toilers to its side,
Stalin became a leader of the Rus
sian Revolution which triumphed
in 1917 Throughout the civil
war, through the early years of
consolidating the dictatorship of
the proletariat, he worked all out
for the Party and the people to
help lay the foundations of a new
socialist society in the first prole
tarian state

After Lenin’s death in 1924,
Stalin was elected to head the
Bolshevik Party and led the Party
in mobilizing the masses in the
construction of socialism Under
the leadership of the Party, Indus
try was built up, agriculture was
collectivized, and in the super
structure socialist ideology, social
ist organization and socialist con-
sciousness won victory after vie
tory

This work was marked by
fierce struggle against opportun
ism — particularly agamst Trot
skyism which with each new year
could not reconcile itself to the
victories of the Soviet state
Each passing year Trotskyism
launched new attacks against the
Party and state, denying the ra
pid transformations which took
place before the eyes of the whole
world Under Stalin, Trotskyism
was defeated in Russia, but from
their lairs abroad, Trotskyites con
tinued to spread counter revolu
tionary propaganda, attacking the
Soviet state, the Party and its
leaders

Durmg the 1930, when a
great economic and political crisis
shook the entire capitalist world,
when millions of workers were
thrown into the streets to starve,
the economic stability, political
freedom, cultural development
and spiritual uplifting of the So
viet people stood plain for all to
see Soviet Russia was a plague to
the crisis ridden capitalist world

Enraged, the bourgeoisie sland
ered the first workers’ state in
an attempt to suppress the grow
ing international revolutionary
movement which had at its heart,
love for and defense of the So
viet Union Standing at the head
of the Soviet people and the Bol
shevik Party, Stalin drew the Im
penahsts’ greatest fire

When fascism threatened free
dom and democracy on a world
scale, Stalin led m rallying the
Russian people in World War I,
defeating Hitler in brilliant mill
tary battles After the war, Stalin
rallied the Party and people in
reconstructing the war ravaged
country, again showing the supe
nority of the socialist system But
as the war subsided, and US
imperialism emerged as an unnv

aled imperialist power, the strug
gle between the old world of cap
italism and the new world of so
cialism sharpened So did the
vicious attacks of opportunism
and revisionism

Unflinching in his proletarian
internationalist duty as before
with his leadership of the Third
Communist International, Stalin
led in forging the Information
Bureau which took up the unifica
tion of the international comrnu
nist movement in struggle against
imperialism and the revisionism of
Tito, who emerged as a Trojan
horse to undermine the unity of
the socialist camp and spread the
ideology of imperialism

At the age of 74, Stalin died in
1953 Thus ended a life dedicated
to the struggle of the international
proletariat for a new socialist and
communist world Seizing the op
portumty to strike, traitors in lea-
gue with U S imperialism flew m
to action from their hidden nests
within the Soviet Party and state
Khrushchev and his clique elabor-
ated a new “theory” to misguide
the revolution, seized power and
added their attacks to the barrage
previously launched against Com-
rade Stalin by all imperialists and
opportunists

For Trotsky, Tito and Khrush
chev, for all opportunists, no slan-
der was too base, no he too out
rageous, for no effort could be
spared in severing the communist
movement from its history and
roots, history and roots which
were inseparable from the life of
Stalin." In order to justify aban
doning Marxism Leninism, to cast
doubt and suspicion about the
Soviet system, what better me
thod than to cast doubt and
suspicion on one of its most out
standing leaders9

To this day, a quarter of a
century later, the campaign has
not abated It has been fueled
anew by Mao Tsetung’s “criti
cisms” and attacks on Stalin’s
policies and stand But this cam
paign has not fully achieved its
desired results either Stalin’s spi
nt still lives, from his birthplace
in Georgia where this year work
ers secretly carried pictures of Sta
Im printed in commemoration of
the 100th anniversary of his birth,
to all corners of the world where
Marxist Leninists and revolution
ary fighters honor his memory in
the Year of Stalin

On this 100th anniversary of
his birth we stand to defend Com
rade Stalin and defeat the reac
tionary chorus that slanders this
outstanding Marxist Leninist re
volutionary and leader. Every
where, the stand toward Stalin is
a dividing line between Marxism
Leninism and revisionism

To defeat this chorus means
that the world proletariat has
come to understand this to rage
against the system of wage slav
ery, to despise capitalism, to
fight for freedom and social li
beration, for the dictatorship of
the proletariat, to end the exploi
tation of man by man and build
socialism, is to cherish and aspire
to the greatness of Comrade
Stalin

On the 100th anniversary of
his birth, the CPUSA/ML hails
Stalin’s contributions to the strug
gle for socialism and communism,
against fascism and all reaction,
cherishes his memory and strug
gles to proudly tread m his foot
steps 1
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Every Factory Our Fortress

Ultimatum

( Continued from page 1)

Taiwan, Mexico and Brazil, have
begun to develop their own na
tional steel industries which have
great cost advantages over US
companies Today the cost of
production of a ton of steel in
the US is $140 00, m Japan
it is $120 00 while in Taiwan it
is only $30 00

In view of this situation, the
first demand m the steel mdus
try’s ultimatum is that foreign
steel be kept out of the US so
that American steel companies
can artificially jack up prices
Under the cover of “protecting
jobs”, Big Steel fuels the inflation
that eats at the economy

This American isolationism of
the steel industry comes into
real conflict with the economic
mterests of the rest of the US
bourgeoisie, especially those pro
ducers who buy steel and those
government officials who fear the
mass popular opposition to the
inflation that such a policy would
engender

Attacks on Environmental and
Health and Safety Regulations
Due to the mass struggle of
workers m various industries”, ex
emplified by both the continuing
fight of Coke Oven workers for
safe and healthy working condi
tions, and the fight of environ
mental groups for clean emissions,
the government has been forced
to pass various regulations, estab
lish OSHA and the EPA Steel is
a particularly dirty and dangerous
industry and the cost to the cap
italist of cleaning it up is great
A number of the major mills
have reached agreements with the
government to lessen these costs
bv placing the burden of them on
working people through taxes
Steel mills have been granted
major tax credits for environ
mental improvements and in this
past year the government has
for the first time granted major
loans and loan guarantees to
steel mills to pay for improve

ments amounting to several hun
dred million dollars

US Steel has taken a hard line
on these issues and has system
atically refused to comply with
OSHA and EPA regulations With
the announcement of the planned
plant closings, US Steel has
added the second of its demands
to the ultimatum, demanding the
outright end to these regulations
and if not granted they threaten
further plant closings

Productivity Increases and Wage
Cuts

Steel companies argue that the
low productivity and high wages
of US steelworkers are major
reasons why the U S steel mdus
try is not profitable Obviously if
wages go down proftis will go up
But the steel companies hide a
number of important facts in the
last 10 years the number of steel
workers in this country has de
creased by over 100,000 and yet
the amount of steel produced has
increased In addition, the portion
wages make up of the cost of
steel has decreased In 1967, for
every $100 worth of steel ship
ped, .wages ,came to $16 67 By
1976, for every $100 worth of
steel shipped, wages came to only
$12 75

The steel companies are trying
to increase productivity through
speed up and cutting crew sizes
But even the capitalists recognize
that the major problems with the
productivity of the US steel
industry come not from the
employees but from the failure
to employ modem technology

Nevertheless, given the unwill
ingness and inability of Big Steel
to invest in the cost cutting mod
ermzation which makes foreign
steel so profitable the steel mon
opolies once more turn to the
workers to cut costs Now the
major attack on steelworkers’
wages is focused on the Cost of
Living Allowance (COLA) m the
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Basic Steel Agreement Under the
Experimental Negotiating Agree-
ment, the steel companies are
obliged to maintain the existing
COLA in the 1980 contract
Because of this the companies
have tried to intimidate the
steelworkers’ union into agreeing
to cut a number of smaller plants
from the basic steel agreement
This idea was supported by USWA
President Lloyd McBride, but the
78 local presidents of these plants
recently voted no on this sugges
tion Now a number of the steel
companies, led by U S Steel, are
considering ending the ENA in
hopes of being able to launch a
major attack on the COLA in
the ’83 contract bargaining The
third demand is the historical

unholy chorus of all capitalists
the increased exploitation of the
workers in order to prop up their
failing system

Tax Breaks for the Millionaires

The fourth demand of the steel
companies is for tax relief This is
ironic coming from huge compan
les which paid not a single penny
of federal income tax in 1977
Specifically, the industry is sup-
porting the passage of House Bill
4646 and Senate Bill 1435, which
would give industry an mcreased
depreciation rate on investments
in new equipment and facilities,
making them non taxable in a
short period of time while they
certainly remain usable

When you add all these demands
together they represent a systema
tic program for getting the work
mg class in this country to bail
out the steel industry Workers are
being asked to bear the burden of
increased inflation, higher taxes,
mcreased exploitation, speed up
and lower wages, unhealthy and
dangerous working conditions so
that the steel companies will be

Question

able to increase their profits
Steel Capitalists
Fight for Survival

The steel capitalists are a gang
of extortionists making demands
on the one hand of the U S work
mg class, and on the other hand of
the rest of the bourgeoisie What
they hold hostage is a half a mil
lion jobs with which they threaten
the working class To the other
capitalists and their government
they raise the threat of social un
rest caused by such massive lay
offs and the threat of losing the
military security of imperialism
provided by a large domestic steel
industry

US Steel, the leader of this
gang, with ownership of 35% of
the domestic steelmaking capaci
ty, makes its threats sound real
when they report that 86% of
their last year’s profits came from
non steel divisions and threaten to
liquidate their steelmaking facili
ties The government is perfectly
willing to aid the steel industry in
the further exploitation of the
workers, called upon to make
sacrifice after sacrifice But the
working class cannot bow to
these threats because we know
that the ultimatums of the steel
industry are actually the demands
of all capitalists No matter how
often workers bite the capitalists’
prescribed bullet, there will be
layoffs and unemployment, whe
ther in steel, or any other capital
ist mdustry A stand against such
“sacrifices” must be taken

Making the American steel in
dustry more competitive, comply
mg with its ultimatums, will not
end the layoffs, which are more
severe in steel, but are growmg
deeper throughout the US eco-
nomy The source of this econo
mic crisis lies in the nature of the
capitalist system itself At the

"Why Can't You All Just Work Together7"
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heart of this system is the private
ownership of the means of prod
uction, the factories and the use
of the productive forces, the
workers, with the sole aim of
increasing the profits of those
private capitalist owners How else
can we explain a system where
millions of workers go begging
for jobs, where the needs of soci
ety for housing, transportation,
food, consumer goods, etc in
crease and yet the means of ful
filling these needs are shut down
and left idle because the capital
ists cannot make an “acceptable”
profit7

Steelworkers are being faced
with a choice The capitalists
and their union officials are telling
steelworkers to sacrifice to pro
tect jobs But once you start on
the road of wage cuts and bearing
the burden of the capitalist crisis
there is no end in sight Each new
crisis brings new demands from
the capitalists The only real
choice for steelworkers and the
whole working class is to fight
these attacks and stand firm on
the demand for no layoffs, full
compensation for those laid off
and a freeze on price, rent and
interest raises The more tho
roughly workers resist bearing the
burden of the economic crisis,
the more thoroughly will the
capitalists reveal their inability to
continue to run a system of pro
duction based on their private
ownerhsip of the means of pro
duction The more thoroughly
the capitalists reveal this inability,
the rottenness of their system,
the exploitation which lies at its
heart, the sooner the millions of
American workers will take up the
struggle for its replacement with a
system that makes sense —a plan
ed economy, a socialist economy
based on full employment and
social progress 1

Opportunists Show Their True Colors

The Carter campaign of nation-
al chauvinism and hostility toward
the Iranian people is being taken
up with great vigor by the reac
tionary trade union bureaucrats
A recent meeting of United Steel
workers of America Local 65,
headed by “socialist” Alice Peura
la, at US Steel South Works, is
a sharp example of how oppor
tumsts rush to abandon all prin
ciple in the face of national
chauvinism and war hysteria

The special union meeting was
called by the Local 65 Executive
Board m order to squash support
for a resolution proposed in an
earlier union meeting defending
the rights of Iranians living in the
U S and in opposition to Carter’s
stationing war ships off the Iran-
ian coast The aim was to organize
support for Carter and to isolate
and defeat what are seen as
“trouble makers” — opportunists
and genuine commumsts alike In
order to gather a large turnout,
rumors were circulated in the mill
that “the commies want to give
$10,000 to Iran along with an
apology ”

From the beginning, the meet
ing was organized to insure that
two resolutions were passed The
first one called for 100% support
for Carter’s efforts to free the hos
tages The second one demanded
that the Immigration and Natural
ization Services (INS) deport any
Iranians who break US laws

Rising on a wave of hysterical
chauvinist supporters, the resolu
tions were overwhelmingly passed

Like the traitor to the working
class that he is, Eddie Sadlowski,
late of the reformist opposition
in the USWA, rose to the occasion
and demanded that those who
“opposed these resolutions sup
porting America” explain them
selves In the face of an angry
crowd vyelling “kill them”, only
the CPUSA/ML rose to explain
that both Carter and Khomeini
had engineered this “crisis” for
their own political ambitions, that
the immediate resolution of the
crisis was to return the Shah and
expel the hostages from Iran,
but that the resolution of the
source of the crisis was the strug
gle against imperialism

The Communist Party/Marxist
Leninist (CP/ML) apologized for
their earlier resolution The Lea
gue for Revolutionary Struggle
and other opportunists left the
room during the wvoting The
revisionist CPUSA voted 100%
support for Carter and then called
to have the meeting adjourned
before any discussion could be
held The Socialist Workers’ Party
humbly thanked the bureaucrats
for the “open, democratic debate
on the issues ”

One might ask, what did the
“socialist” Peurala do throughout
the meetings7 Peurala did not at
tend either meeting, knowing full

well that her Executive Board
was organizing to promote nation
al chauvinism and warmongering
in defense of US imperialism

Both the reformists and revi
sionists, Soviet and Chinese revi
siomsts alike, bowed to the wale
of national chauvinism

Historically, the treachery dis
played at these meetings has Seen
a hallmark of reformists and reii
sionists, a sign of their social
chauvinism The stand of Sadlow
ski and the CPUSA in defense of
Carter’s warmongering and po
ktical intrigues is the same stand
as the cowards of the Second In
ternational Under the cover of
the “defense of the fatherland”,
the social democrats of the early
1900’s supported their bourgeoi
sie during the first imperialist
world war

Always at times of war hysteria
the revisionists come to the sup
port of such warmongering Why7
The answer is simple They must
choose either to side with the
capitalist class or to oppose it and
fight to lead the working class
against imperialist war and the
system which gives rise to it The
defenders of the bourgeoisie al
ways choose to support their im
periahst wars

In opposition to such collabo
ration, the Marxist Leninist party
of the working class will always
stand on the side of proletarian
internationalism, even when this
stand is unpopular 1
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Onthe Influence of

MaoTsetung Thougnt

The influence of Mao Tsetung
Thought has not been limited to
China alone Within most coun
tries of the world, Mao Tsetung
Thought has had a profound re
visionist influence, sowing confu
sion within the working class and
revolutionary  national  move
ments This influence has been m
jected both by US imperialism
as well as the agents of Chinese re
visionism within each country

In the United States, the in
fluence of Mao Tsetung Thought
is widespread, due to the betrayal
of the CPUSA which left the
working class without vanguard
leadership for over 30 years, crip
plmg its ability to fight opportun
ism This has been compounded
by the conscious promotion of
Chinese revisionism by US Im
periahsm in the course of building
the U S China Alliance As a re
suit, Mao Tsetung Thought has
made far greater inroads into the
revolutionary movement m the
US than in many other major
capitalist countries

Chinese Revisionism —The
Handmaiden of U S Imperialism

The most significant effect of
Mao Tsetung Thought on the re-
volutionary struggle m the US
has been on its stand toward
US imperialism Despite the
overwhelming evidence that US
imperialism remains on the of
fensive, remains aggressive and
remains one of the two mam ex
plotters and oppressors of the
world’s people, Chinese revision
ism long ago began advocating
that it was in decline, a toothless
tiger  Gradually developing this
reactionary theory, Mao Tsetung
Thought promoted the view that
U S imperialism was a force t® be
aligned with in the struggle against
the “greater danger”, Soviet
social imperialism The love affair
emerged openly close to 10 years
ago, and ever since the Chinese
revisionists ~ have  consciously
worked to obscure the vicious im-
perialist nature of the U S bour
geoisie For its part, U S imperial
ism has promoted the ambitions
of Chinese revisionism

Mao courted Henry Kissinger
to pave the way for the estabhsh
ment of the U S China Alliance
China developed close and friend
ly relations with the most fascist
puppet regimes of U S imperial
ism and finally, Mao extended his
hand to Richard Nixon at the
height of the Vietnam War But
these steps were only a prelude
to the full orchestration of the
alliance which today brings forth
the most discordant and reaction
ary tune heard for many decades

The effect of the US China
Alliance on the revolutionary
struggle in the US had been
profound Here was China, a
country with a revolutionary his
tory, coming to the aid of US
imperialism m the midst of the
Vietnam War, when the revalu

More on the Struggle Against
Mao Tsetung Thought

“A Reply to the RCP”

Three part series in UNITE1against the
counter revolutionary line of the RCP
on fundamental principles of Marxism
Leninism Send SI to PO Box 6206,
Chicago IL 60680

tionaries of the world opposed

US imperialism For the anti
imperialist movement in the
U S, this seemed inexplicable,

sowing confusion and weakening
the struggle

Then when protest went up
in the US about the role of the
CIA, ITT and US imperialism
as a whole in the fascist coup in
Chile, China comforted the reac
tionary Pinochet In the midst of
the Watergate scandal and the ex
posure of Nixon, Mao wined and
dined him in Peking

This period m the history of
U S imperialism was one of deep
economic, political and ideologi
cal crisis But as U S imperialism
swayed under the blows of the
crisis, salvation emerged As
Nixon himself said, he would be
remembered not as the president
who was forced from office, but
the man who “opened the door
to China”, forgmg the U S'
China Alliance

The hue and cry raised by the
Chinese revisionists about the de
mise of U S imperialism directly
bolstered the pronouncements of
key spokesmen of U S imperial
ism “The US is losing ground
to the Soviets” “The US must
expand its military arsenal and
pour more money and arms
into NATO and its allied states ”
“The weak giant must stand up ”
Today, when the revolutionary
movements have once again struck
blows against U S imperialism in
Iran and Nicaragua, the effects of
Chinese revisionism mthe U S are
apparent Across the country na
tional chauvinism is fanned The
battle cry is “defend US inter
ests ” “The U S won’t be kicked
around any more ” These cries are
echoed m Peking in a chorus be
gun long ago

Chinese revisionism has ta
ken its vengeance upon the world
revolutionary struggle against U S
imperialism At home and abroad,
Mao Tsetung Thought has tried to
diffuse the revolutionary struggle,
disarming the working and oppres
sed people in the face of a most
powerful adversary, U S imperial
ism This treacherous work was
carried out under the cover of
Marxism Leninism and the history
of the revolutionary struggle of
the Chinese people This activity
could not have been carried out
by US imperialism any other
way

Who Takes the Lead7

Mao Tsetung Thought has long
promoted the view that the mam
centers of revolution are today
m the “third world ” As for the
proletarian socialist revolution, it
is in a state of ebb The proletariat
must therefore join with the bour
geoisie m fighting against Soviet
social imperialism Mao Tsetung
Thought has reduced the task of
proletarian internationalism to
“cheerleadmg” for the national
liberation struggles, disregarding
the importance of establishing ties
with the proletariat m other coun
tries and building support for
genuine socialist homelands Th.s
is manifested by the outrageous
and counter revolutionary support
of the Communist Party /Marxist
Leninist (CP/ML) for the Shah of

National

Iran in the past, and their support
for Khomeini today It is mam
fested each and every African Li
beration Day m the stand of va
rious opportunists who wave flags
and shout slogans about the great
advances of the national liberation
movements regardless of whether
they weaken imperialism or not
These opportunists never raise
any consideration about the dan
ger of opportunism and revision
ism in those movements, or point
out the necessity for Marxism
Leninism to guide the revolution
ary struggles m those countries

This grand world view sees the
mam force of the revolution with
in the US as the “third world”
workers The white proletariat,
they say, is completely bought
off and counter revolutionary
Springing forth m support of this
reactionary view are numerous or
gamzations which claim Marxism
Leninism as their guiding light,
but m reality have built their
careers upon narrow nationalism
This includes such organizations
as the August Twentynmth Move
ment, Puerto Rican Revolutionary
Workers Organization, and ‘1 Wor
Kuen Today the IWK and ATM
have merged into the League for
Revolutionary Struggle, drawn in
forces like Amin Baraka (Leroi
Jones) to complete their long
sought after “Black, yellow and
brown united front ”

In a country, like the US,
where the vast majority of the
working class is white, to promote
the view that only the national
minority workers are the mam
force of the revolution denies
the historic mission of the multi
national U S working class as a
whole, to wage the class struggle
to overthrow the bourgeoisie
Such a view makes proletarian
revolution impossible Revolution
will simply not succeed without
the active participation of the
white proletariat This narrow
nationalism, long promoted by
Chinese revisionism, sows only
greater divisions within the work
mg class, a class whose unity is
already weakened by the in
fluence of white supremacy It
leads to consistent behttlement of
the necessity to actively educate
and mobilize the white proletariat
and to build multi national unity
It leaves the Klan and other
fascist forces with open access
to carry out their vicious cam
paign among the white proletariat

Promoting Revisionist Parties
According to Marxism Lenin
ism, the vanguard party of the
proletariat is the leader and mobi
lizer of the revolutionary forces

onthe

Revolution inthe U.S

It is the duty of every Marxist
Leninist party to build interna
tionakst ties and establish frater
nal relations with the genuine
Marxist Leninist parties Yet here
in the U S, revisionism has played
a long and treacherous role in
promoting outright Trotskyites,
Khrushchevite revisionists and
other agents of U S imperialism
Long after the CPUSA became a
thoroughly revisionist party, and
there was no question that it was
falsely reconstituted in 1944, Mao
continued to promote William Z
Foster, who was then the head of
the CPUSA But Mao also had a
history of promoting the revision
ist Earl Browder as well Such ac
tivity undermined the efforts of
genuinely progressive and revolu
tionary forces to combat and ex
pose the revisionist nature of the
CPUSA

Later abandoning the CPUSA,
the CPC then turned its attention
to promoting the Progressive La
bor Party, a Trotskyite organiza-
tion This love affair was short
lived Soon the CPC began court
mg the Revolutionary Union (pre
decessor to the Revolutionary
Communist Party) at the same
time it wooed the October League
(predecessor to the CP/ML) Both
were promoted m the Chinese
press Both took turns visiting
Peking Today, the CP/ML is the
standard bearer for the current
Chinese rulers, while the RCP is
the great defender of Mao Tse-
tung This arrangement is mutual
ly advantageous for both the RCP
and the CP/ML

The RCP does the theoretical
defense of Mao Tsetung Thought,
which the CP/ML has never been
capable of, while the CP/ML pro
motes the most open and reac
tionary policies of Teng Hsiao
p’mg and Hua Kuo feng With this
arrangement, the CP/ML benefits
because the RCP takes care of
attacking the genuine Marxist
Leninists and the RCP benefits be
cause it attracts forces who are
willing to break with Mao Tsetung
Thought but who are repulsed by
the openly social chauvinist stand
of the CP/ML

The CPC’s support for a variety
of non Marxist trends have never
been based upon Marxist Leninist
principle, but rather upon an as
sessment of which organization
was most willing and able to serve
the interests of Chinese national
ism This has sown confusion
about the basis upon which frater
nal ties among the genuine Marx
ist Leninist parties are forged

Strategy for Revolution

The RCP and CP/ML both ad
vocate the united front tactic as
the mam strategy for revolution
in the US This was a theory de
veloped by Mao Tsetung From a
Marxist Leninist point of view,
the united front is a most impor

tant tactic for unifying the ranks
of the working class and the popu
lar front for mobilizing all pos
sible allies of the proletariat
against the bourgeoisie This tactic
is an extremely important tool for
putting the masses mto motion
and for defeating the influence of
reformism in the course of strug
gle This tactic is applied under
particular conditions and particu
lar circumstances which  will
change in the course of the strug
gle for state power

To say that such fronts should
be elevated to a strategy for re-
volution denies the leading role of
the proletariat in the revolution
ary struggle as a whole, by pre
sentmg all class forces within the
front as equally important m a
strategic sense When such fronts
are elevated to a strategy, the goal
of defeatmg the influence of re
formists over the masses becorhes
a secondary consideration to
keeping the united front intact
This, in fact, was the practice
within the united front in China, a
front which was maintained by
Mao and continues to this day

In advocating this strategy m
the US, the CP/ML has taken
it to its logical conclusion They
promote such forces as Skip
Robinson of the United League
as genuinely revolutionary forces
The CP/ML’s front with Robinson
has not been built for the purpose
of defeatmg his reformist influ
ence over the masses, for the
CP/ML has not uttered a word
of criticism of his policies But
going even further, the CP/ML’s
“united front” has become so
broad that it accomodates the
U S bourgeoisie in its framework,
just as the Chinese revisionist
leaders do, in their world wide
front against Soviet social imper
lalism

The profound effect of Mao
Tsetung Thought on the revolu
tionary struggle in the US will
not be easil> defeated It has
grown up over a long period of
time and now flowers in the
warmth  of the reactionary
U S China Alliance The road to
defeatmg Mao Tsetung Thought
in the U S is the road of promot
mg the Marxist Leninist under
standing of the nature of US
imperialism, and +he correct
course of revolutionary struggle
against the bourgeoisie Because
of the damage it has done to the
revolution, Mao Tsetung Thought
must be seen as a major enemy of
the working and oppressed people
of the U S It must be seen as one
of the most important props of
U S imperialism today

Hand in hand, imperialism and
opportunism  fight against the
working class and oppressed peo
pie, and hand m hand the struggle
must be waged to defeat both S
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From the Communist
Party of Japan/Left:

"Consolidate the
Unity of the
International
Proletariat”

Step Up the Fight Against
Militarist Restoration and
Build the Party Activity
Based on the Central Organ

In this issue UNITEL reprints
excerpts from the Resolution of
the 4th Plenum of the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party ofJapan/Left, in which the
CPJ/L analyses the international
situation, the importance of unit
ing the international proletariat
and building the unified strategy
of the world proletariat in struggle
against imperialism The resolu
tion elaborates the current state
of Japanese imperialism, its links
with US imperialism and the
militarist restoration which is de
signed to step up exploitation at
home and aggression abroad

The International Situation

We must be conscious that the
role of a vanguard party of the
proletariat will all the more in
crease m proportion as the crisis
of world capitalism worsens

At this moment, it is of crucial
importance to consolidate the
unity of the international prole
tariat

The world revolution is an en
tirety of revolutions, connected
organically, in individual coun
tries, that occur at various times
and with differing natures This
does not mean an arithmetic sum
of revolutions in various coun
tries The revolution in each coun
try constitutes an indivisible part
of the world revolution

The proletarians are confront
ed with the imperialist bourgeoisie
in their respective countries But
both capital and the working class
are in international existence The
proletarians worldwide are linked
with each other as brothers of one
class, while the bourgeoisie is in
unity, on a world scale, against
the proletariat, irrespective of the
increasing inter imperialist con
flicts

The close unity and common
struggle of the international pro
letariat against international capi
tal is one of the primary condi

Documents from

tions for the emancipation of
the proletariat Therefore, the
proletariat must without fail
build the unified strategy of world
revolution, and fight in combining
it with the revolutionary strategy
in individual countries If the
ranks of the proletariat were sub
divided into separate nations, it
would be impossible for the prole
tariat to triumph over mternation
al capital

In realizing the close unity of
the international proletariat, we
must unite the proletarian social
ist revolutionary movement and
the national liberation revolution
ary movement into a single front
of proletarian socialist w'orld revo
lution against imperialism And on
this united international strength,
we must break the chain of un
penalism where the links are
weaker and thus win the socialist
revolutions in capitalist and Im
perialist countries as well as the
national democratic revolutions
in colonial and dependent coun
tries

We must advance in unity with
socialism, the international prole
tariat and the oppressed peoples
and nations, defining the place
of the Japanese revolution as a
link of the world revolution

Armed with the revolutionary
principles and ideas based on
Marxism Leninism and proletarian
internationalism, we must fight
against the imperialist bourgeoisie
and against nationalism and chau
vinism

The Domestic Situation

In the transition process from
the greatest postwar crisis at the
end of 1973 to a stagnant and
then boom period, Japanese capi
talism has considerably intensified
state intervention in the economy
But it is now facing a strained
financial situation, slowdown of
“economic growth” and first of
all, the threat of another crisis
To tide over the overproduction
crisis and create new markets, the
Japanese imperialist bourgeoisie
is domestically enforcing the so
called policy of “structural con
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Demonstrating Japanese workers and students carrying placards reading "Oppose militarist restoration1”,
'Oppose aggressive war preparationsl', “"Support the South Korean people's struggle* and "Remove the

US Air Base in Iwakunil*

version of industry”, a full range
policy of exploitation and plunder
which seriously affects the situa
tion of workers and all strata of
the working masses

A fierce dispute is taking place
between Japanese imperialism and
US imperialism and other Im
perialist powers, above all, over
economic interests As can be
seen in the “Sonoda diplomacy”,
the Japanese imperialists intend
to adjust the contradictions
among the imperialist powers and
monopoly groups in the aggressive
course of expandmg Japan’s Im
perialist international interests all
over the world They drive for
ward the inter penetration of cap
ital with the US, and under the
U S “nuclear umbrella”, mobilize
Japan’s economic potential and
rapidly escalate neo colonialist
aggression  overseas under a
“peaceful” mask In the process
of China’s emergence as a social
imperialist power, Japanese Im
perialism has tightened its links

on October 21,

with the reactionary forces of
ASEAN (Association of South
East Asian Nations), while pro
moting its concept of the “Pacific
bloc of economic cooperation”
Also, it has launched its expansion
into the Middle East, Africa and
Central and South America, let
alone the Asian Pacific area, play
ing a supplementary role in the
framework of U S global policy
Such aggressive and expansionist
policies reveal the aggressiveness
and fragility of Japanese imperial
ism, which is subordinate to U S
imperialism This, however, never
fails to result in further deepening
the contradictions among the im-
perialist states and monopoly
groups

In order to step up exploita
tion at home and aggression
abroad, the imperialist bourgeoisie
frantically puts spurs to the mill
tarist restoration and preparation
for aggressive war Particularly, it
is trying to build a more “modern
Ized” and intensive ruling state

International AntiwWar Day

CPJ/L photo

apparatus on the axis of violent
repression
On the basis of the bilateral
“Security Treaty” with American
imperialism, the Japanese imper
lalists are striving to build up the
U S Japan South Korea military
alliance and the U S Japan joint
operation system, and are carrying
out joint military exercises They
are also trying to strengthen the
joint operation system m quality
and quantity by setting up the
“Japan U S consultative council
on security” according to the
“guidelines for Japan US de
fense cooperation”, and expand
the range of this system to the
whole Asian area, and even to the
Middle East, as well To this end
they are attempting amendments
in Japan’s Constitution Linked
closely with the nuclear strategic
forces of U S imperialism, Japan’s
Self Defense Forces are playing a
reactionary role to a greater
extent 1
October 8, 1979

Anniversaries of the Founding of
Five Marxist-Leninist Parties

The end of the year brings with
it a time for great celebration for
the working class of the world It
marks the occasion of the anni
versaries of several Marxist Lenin
ist Parties This November, the
Communist Party of Japan/Left
celebrated its 10th anniversary
The Communist Party of Spain/
Marxist Leninist on  December
17th celebrated its 15th anmver
sary December 27th marks the
4th anniversary of the Communist
Party of Portugal/Reconstructed
and the Communist Party of
Germany/Marxist Leninist  cele
brates its 11th anniversary on the

4 “fit vn
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31st of December December 23
marks the first anniversary of the
Communist Party USA /Marxist
Leninist

We celebrate these anmversa
ries precisely because the growth
and strengthening of the Marxist
Leninist Parties brings ever closer
the advent of the socialist revolu
tion in their respective countries
The objective conditions of capit
alism forces the masses of working
and oppressed people to struggle
for their betterment But it is the
Marxist Leninist  Party  which
makes this struggle of the masses
a class conscious struggle, a con
scious struggle for socialism

Each Party hastens the devel
opment of the socialist revolution
by taking up its responsibility of
educating, mobilizing and orgamz
mg the masses of people according
to the science of Marxism Lenin
ism Its  faithful adherence to
Marxism Leninism strengthens the
ability of the Party to oppose the
attacks of the imperialists who
use every means to crush the de
velopment of the Marxist Leninist
Party Today, when the world has
witnessed the rise of modern revi
siomsm of all hues, the celebra
tion of the anniversaries of the
Marxist Leninist Parties takes on
even greater significance

Revisionism has sown confu
sion, it has split and wrecked the

revolutionary mo\ements, yet still
the genuine Marxist Leninist Par
ties forge ahead true to the cause
of the proletariat, fighting for the
unity of the international commu
mst movement and staunchly op-
posed to imperialism and all reac
tion

The growth and maturity of
the Marxist Leninist Parties of the
world is increasingly evident to
day The Communist Party of
Japan/Left and the Communist
Party of Spain/Marxist Leninist
have already succeeded in winning
the advanced militant class fight-
ers to the side of the Party and are
now moving to win the broad
masses to the side of socialism un
der their leadership This is cause
for a celebration by the interna
tional proletariat because these
advances bring with them the real
possibility for the proletariat to
take advantage of a revolutionary
situation when it arises in these
countries

The CPUSA/ML celebrates the
anniversaries of these Marxist
Leninist Parties The assistance of
older, more experienced Parties
greatly aids both the development
of younger Marxist Leninist Par
ties and the strengthening of the
unity of the international com
mumst movement SO necessary
for defeating the world wide
system of imperialism 1
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Viewing a Decade
Through Its Art

Museum of Modern Art 50th Anniversary Exhibition "Art of the Twenties"

by Emily Keppler

Only weeks after the Wall
Street Stock Market crashed in
29, which began a decade of ec
onomic crisis that would lead to
another imperialist world war, the
Museum of Modern Art in New
York opened its doors with an
exhibition of drawings and paint
mgs by the European Expression
ists Cezanne, Gaugm, Seurat and
Van Gogh

Last month, to commemorate
its 50th Anniversary, the Museum
staged an exhibition entitled “Art
of the Twenties”

Walking the corndors of the
museum is to relive the econ
omic, political, social and mtel
lectual themes that dominated the
20’s The photographs of arch
itecture and furniture design are
surprising, for they are as sleek
and modern as if created yester
day The variety of the exhibition
is surprisingly broad —the Lissit
sky poster from the USSR, the
Edward Elopper print of a New
York apartment, the Mondrian
squares on squares and the Ed
ward Grosz caricatures of the
Berlin bourgeoisie

But the greatest effect on the.
viewer is the indelible stamp of
“modernism”, for the 20’s were
the decade in which modernism
was established as an mternation
al aesthetic philosophy

In  the exhibition catalog
William S Lieberman states
“Habits of daily life change

slowly, but war accelerates the
decay of moral values New paths
were desperately needed, and
when they opened, they led to
utopia or crisis Such pluralistic
direction, of course, was reflected
in the visual arts Revolution and
evolution, the avant-garde and
reaction coexisted ”

That both revolution and reac
tion coexisted in the art of the
20°’s is a reflection of the social
development of the years leading
up to this decade of artistic up
surge They were the years of the
rise of imperialism as a world
system, the outbreak of the first
imperialist world war and the vie
tory of the first proletarian rev
olution The 20’s were a decade
which spearheaded a new era —
the era of imperialism and prolet
anan revolution The old world
of decadent, decaying imperialism
stood glowering at the defiant,
new world of socialism

For the artists of the 20’s the
question was how to understand,
react to and interpret this world
There were many visions

The modern art of the 20’s was
the attempt to interpret a modern
world It was a world forever tom
from a past which appeared hazy
simple and idylic when viewed
from the blood soaked, acrid
battlefields of the first world war

Three Themes Among Many
Trends

The museum curators have div
ided their show into six categories
and called them “The City”, “The
Machine”, “The False Mirror”,
“The World Transformed”, “The
Circle and the Square” and “A
Modern Style”

The drawings, paintings, photo
graphs and prints included in the
segments “The City” and “The
Machine” are the works of artists
who drew upon the urbanization
and industrialization of the mod-
ern world for their subject matter
Some chose to simply reproduce
the urban landscape and its
mighty machines, others to con
template their affects on 20th
century man Both the immense

"Beggars" by Beckman, 1922

potential for social development
and the inevitable dehumanization
under capitalism appear Some
pictures are devoid of people,
others recreate bustling city
streets, others depict man small
and isolated

The works included in “The
False Mirror” and “The World
Transformed” remind the viewer
to look beyond the surface ap
pearance of things at a time when
the wvery concept of “reality”
was suspect While commonplace
scenes are sketched —a room with
a window looking out on the
world, for example — they are
created in shimmering strokes of
light and color What emerges is
an essence rather than a realistic
rendering But this essence, by
nature, is an internal, individual
experience In reaction to the
social and political upheavals of
the 20’s it is often times a turning
inward, focusing on the psycho
logical development of man, and
results in an idealist conception
of the world

“The Circle and the Square”
and “A Modern Style” include
works which achieve the most
precise abstraction m an attempt
to reduce the world to simple
geometry It is an attempt to
mimmalize and order the social
chaos of the modern world to
circles lines, squares and planes
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Anti Fascist Art

From a class point of view,
perhaps the most interesting art
comes from Germany In the
works of Grosz, Beckman and
Dix, in drawings and paintings
entitled “The Beggars”, “The
Bombing of Lens” and “The
Syphilitic” among many others,
the artists capture the horror of
the first world war in limping,
crippled beggars and in diseased
and vacant eyes But many of the
paintings, particularly those by
Edward Grosz which caricature
the Berlin bourgeoisie and the
decadent nightlife of the cabaret,
are a sharp, anti fascist and anti
imperialist statement They are a
critique which condemns fascism
which ~ rose  triumphant in
Germany m 1933

Art of the Soviet Union

Entering the gallery, one of the
first pieces is a four foot high
poster by Lissitzky depicting the
towering strength of the new
Soviet Republic Throughout the
show one searches for other
examples of art from the new
proletarian state What affects
had the change in the economic
base and class relations had upon
the Soviet superstructure and its
art9 [ c

In Soviet Russia in the 20’s a
creative upsurge was also under
way New ideas emerged in the
struggle to create a proletarian
art and culture The road was not
smooth and the Russian art of
the decade reflects the struggle

The Museum of Modern Art
collection includes photography
by Soviet artists, as well as a
sketch of Tatlm’s sculpture ded

"Derricks by Lewis, 1927

icated to the Third Congress of
the  Communist International
which was a monument 13 stories
high and constructed of steel and
glass, and a picture of a workers’
center designed by Rodchenko
But the majority of the collection
of Soviet art of the 20’s is the
abstract circle and square draw
mgs and prints by Lissitzky and
Rodchenko

In its chronology, the catalog
states that in 1921 “Lunacharsky
begins to organize educational and
art institutions according to
Lenin’s New Economic Policy ”
In Soviet Russia during the 20’s
schools and institutions were
opened in numerous cities, and
many exhibitions were held m

'Assembling for a Demonstration" by Rodchenko, 1928

which  world famous Russian
artists such as Rodchenko
Popova, Stepanova, Exter, Vesnin
and Malevich showed their works
It was a time of experimentation
and the Soviet artists, too, went
through a period of abstraction
and “modernism”

But simultaneous with these
developments, Lenin and the Bol
shevik Party were engaged in a
struggle to point the way toward
new, proletarian art

During a Proletcult (Proletarian
Culture) Congress in 1920, a
struggle emerged between the
communists and  Lunacharsky
over these questions Lenin draft-
ed a resolution for the Central
Committee to advance to the Con
gress It states, in part, “All edu
cational work in the Soviet Re
public of workers and peasants,
in the field of political education
m general and m the field of art
in particular, should be imbued
with the spirit of class struggle
being waged by the proletariat for

the successful achievement of the
aims of its dictatorship, that is,
the overthrow of the bourgeoisie,
the abolition of classes and the
elimination of the exploitation of
man by man” Lenin went fur
ther to point out that “Each
man must choose between join
mg our side or the other side
Any attempt to avoid taking sides
in this issue must end in a fiasco ”

The struggle was to convince
the leading Russian artists of the
time that in class society there is
no art which stands above classes

This struggle opened up new
paths A break was made with ab
stract expression Artists including
Rodchenko and Popova left msti
tutes to work m industry and ap

plied arts By 1922 Rodchenko a
bandoned his abstract paintings
and constructions and with his
wife Stepanova, turned to photo
graphy, typography, theatre art
and applied design

Drawing Upon the Treasures of
Mankind

The struggle to advance Soviet
art and culture included struggles
against other incorrect ideas
Lenin pointed out time and again,
as did Marx before him, that
socialist art would solve the pro
blem of creating new paths only
if it. kept it mind that a precise
knowledge of the culture created
by the entire development of
mankind is used in order to create
proletarian culture

As Lenin taught, “You can be
come a communist only when you
enrich your mmd with a know
ledge of all the treasures of man
kind

Lenin and the Russian com
mumsts looked at the question of
creating proletarian culture dialec
tically All the years of revolution
ary struggle m Russia were proof
that when successes were achiev
ed, they were achieved because
the proletariat had been won to
the program of the party and
worked all out to achieve it On
this new front of class struggle, in
transforming Russian art, in creat
mg a new socialist culture, the
creativity and initiative of the
Soviet workers and peasants was
required as well

But in order to educate and
prepare the masses to fulfill their
mission, the communists together
with the Russian artists had to
shoulder the task of bringing
to the masses the treasurehouse
of human knowledge —the pro
gressive art and culture of every
decade and lead in forging new
paths

Today our concern with art
is not only for the art of Russia,
and not only for the Russian art
of Lenin’s time  The role of
art in educating and leading the
people of the world toward a new
life is only too plain, and points
up the responsibilities of artists
today In all countries where
the proletariat struggles for lib
eration, revolutionary artists and
intellectuals today struggle to
create an art which helps to trans
form the world, not merely re
fleet it, or distort it, or reduce it
to comfortable abstractions 1



Interview with Victoria Hull, Chairwoman o f the Chicago Chapter
ofthe Committee to Form a US - Albania Friendship Association

UNITE1  Victoria, you Ve just
completed a national tour show
mg the Albanian film “Poppies on
the Wall” in celebration of the
35th anniversary of the liberation
of Allbama Tell us about the cele
brations and the response in each
of the citiesyou visited
Hull Something very special and
unique happened at each of the
different meetings where together
with industrial workers, students,
foreign students, teachers and
film buffs, youngsters and older
supporters, we hailed socialist
Albania and commemorated 35
years of socialist construction

We opened the tour on Novem
ber 10 in Oakland and the kickoff
celebration was a chance to meet
with the friends in the Bay Area
who have worked very hard over
the last 8 months to get the Com
mittee started and build for the
film showings in Oakland and San
Jose In Pittsburgh friends of Al-
bania organized a meeting and in
Boston new friends of the Com
mittee in the Ray O Light Organ
izing Committee of New England
co-sponsored a meeting

In Oakland the meeting took
place just at the point were ten
sions between the U S and Iran
lan government were, flaring and
attacks agamst Iranians living in
the US were beginning At that
meeting, Iranian students from
Sacramento joined us in our sup
port for Albania and spoke mov
mgly about the revolutionary
struggle in their homeland

In Pittsburgh we met several
families of Albanian ancestry who
were pleased to learn about our
Committee and its support for
Albania for they have long been
supporters of socialism in Al
bama One man told us an in
teresting story In talking to his
friends about his homeland he
tried to explain the life of an Al
banian worker He said, “I tell
them that | am a worker in the
US and | make $600 a month,
but have never been to see the
ocean An Albanian worker makes
$65 a month, but every summer
he and his family spend a month
long vacation at a seaside resort
established -by the people’s state
for Albanian workers”  Only
$65 you might say9 Well, with
no inflation, no taxes, with health
care free and rents only about 3%
of monthly mcome, with costs of

Enver Hoxha’s

Volume 11- 1973-1977
Extractsfrom the Political
Diary o fEnver Hoxha
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add 5% sales tav

necessities kept low, people do
not suffer poverty and want in
Albania And equally important,
his pomt was that the life of man
includes rewards other than
economic security — such as
travel, relaxation, family ties

The meeting in Boston was an
invitation only affair, but 50
people attended, mostly industrial
workers, who very enthusiastically
received the film and the presenta
tion on socialism in Albania

UNITE1 What aboutyour speech
What points did you stress9
Hull We gave a sketch of Albania
today, for many people in all the
cities were new to Albania, and
we summed up the lessons of the
Anti Fascist National Liberation
War  But we pointed out that
while it is extremely inspiring to
look back at the events leading up
to November 29, 1944 this 35th
anniversary takes on a much deep
er meaning in light of the 35 years
since liberation Today, despite
the betrayal of the revolution in
Yugoslavia, the Soviet Union and
China, despite the attacks of Im
penahsm and social imperialism,
despite being completely encircled
by *hostile bourgeois states, Al-
bania marches ahead on the revo
lutlonary road, loyal to Marxism
Leninism, building socialism and
in the process inspiring, educating
and leading the workers and revo
lutionaries of the entire world

The tour concluded on a cold,
snowy night in Chicago Again the
film was well received.which we
expected, because it is artistically
and politically an exciting film
When Committee members first
saw it last spring, the audience re
action was electric One person
was impressed because, as he put
it, “How often do you see a film
that tells a story honestly, realist
ically and courageously from our
—the people’s —pomt of view9”

UNITEI

1979...

( Continued from page 1)

The reformist civil rights lead
ers, using the firing of Andrew
Young as an excuse, decided to
save themselves from Carter’s
sinking ship by becoming the un
official ambassadors to the “third
world”, the Mid East and the Pale
stineLiberation Organization

And the Klan and Nazis, tak
mg advantage of Carter’s political
crisis, crawled out of their holes
to demonstrate, organize, and fin
ally, in complete confidence of
the cooperation of the state, to
openly and m coldblood, murder
anti Klan organizers m North
Carolina

This tour seems to be a

And On the Seventh Day the
Capitalists Rested

But though it continued
through the year on a mostly
sporadic and spontaneous level,
the people's nsmg consciousness,
which grows from and at the same
time deepens the capitalists’ poll
tical crisis, was cut short at the
end of the year The “cnsis”of

significant step forward for the
Albania friendship movement in
the US and worldwide Do you
agree9

Hull Yes, we think it is a sigm
ficant step forward In fact, we
think that with this tour the
friendship movement m our coun
try has taken its first steps out of
infancy, toward the broad, popu
iar mass movement it is destined

to become
This tour was an important

part of our work which is directed
toward building a national orgam
zation which carries out activities
designed to educate and mobilize
the American people to defend
socialism in Albania This work
will be in process for many, many
years But both here m Chicago
and in Oakland, we think the Im
portant point is that this work is
underway on a sound footing

This tour and other activities
continue to confirm in our minds
that the time is ripe to wage the
struggle to bring the story of
Albania to the people inthe U S

UNITE1 You characterize it a
struggle Why9 What are the diffi-
culties9
Hull  There are many First is the
anti Albanian stand of the US
government which has carried out
a blockade of information about
Albania for 35 years At the same
time, it actively promotes anti
communist  views, slandering
Albania, refenng to the “regime”,
calling Enver Hoxha a “dictator”,
and Albania “backward” — on
and onl We dont expect this
will change anytime in the near
future

Secondly, is the fight against
the notion that sometimes crops
up in the work that Albania and
the ideas she represents are not
yet going to find an interested ear
here in the US You see, the two
are related The view that people
“are not ready” for Albania
comes from confusion over the

Iran squeezed the murders in
Greensboro, the soarmg infla
tion and the resurection of Im
penahsm in Nicaragua off the
pages of the newspapers Replac
mg the crisis of thousands being
laid off, and public hostility to
the oil monopolists, was the
“crisis” of the hostages Having
failed at engineering a Mid East
peace through a treaty that was
little more than fluff, having fail
ed to build his image m the Cuban
troop “crisis”, Carter took the
first place ribbon for his engi
neering of the lIranian crisis His
sad, apologetic eyes turned steely
gray and his ratings caught up

with Kennedy’s
The recovery was a capitalist s

dream Never mind that it set in
motion events which can well re
suit in world war Never mind that
it changed the noble “internation
alist” sentiments of many Ameri
cans, a real concern for human
rights, into fhe muscle flexing,
obscene national pride of imper
lalism Never mind that it has laid
the basis, oiled the machinery,
stirred reaction, in such a way
that with the next crisis, or per
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From "Poppies on the Wall", CFUSAFA photo

very real fact that Albania is not
well known in the U S due to the
blockade But this does not mean
that the ideas Albania represents
are of no interest to Americans,
for they are the ideas of freedom,
democracy, socialism and ending
the exploitation of man by man

Other  problems are the
slanders, not only by the US
government, but by organizations
like the RCP (Revolutionary Com
mumst Party), which has launched
a full scale attack against the
Party of Labor of Albania and
Enver Hoxha in particular Our
Committee is actively promoting
Imperialism and the Revolution
and Reflections on China as one
means of combatting these at
tacks

And finally, to be frank, we
face a situation where the move-
ment irr support of Albania is
divided Part of this stems from
the fact that our orgaization is
new and is today just beginning to
gain the influence needed to win
to our side many supporters of
Albania who have gone it alone
for many years As well, there
are groups and individuals who
support Albania in words, but
when it comes to deed will not
unite on sound principles and
work together

UNITEL It isa complicated situa-
tion

Hull Yes, as is the situation in
our country today as a whole
But none the less, despite these
obstacles, we continue to work

haps the one after that, it will
be easier to whip up sentiment in
support of the inevitable imper
lalist war Never mind, never
mind The main thing for Carter
and his class is that, for now, their
political crisis v een resolved
Once again the imperialist class is
not being assessed through the
growing proletarian and interna
tionalist consciousness of Ameri
cans “Confidence” in the capital
ists is once again viewed as a mat
ter of blind patriotic duty Once
again the degenerate activities of
the capitalist class, which began
to distinguish themselves at the
beginning of 1979, have melted
into the all encompassing cover
of the “nation”, indivisible, right
or wrong For now the capitalists
have resolved their political crisis

And On the Eighth Day9

But not for long For after the
Iranian crisis is concluded to the
satisfaction of the political ambi
tions of Carter and Khomeini,
each of these reactionary rulers
will have the internal crisis of
their country to face once again
The spotlight will return to the

and new people come forward
When our Committee does its
work well, we find time and again
friends who are interested, amaz
ed and pleased by what they learn
about socialism in Albania

UNITEf What lies ahead in 1980
for the Committee to Form a
US — Albama Friendship Asso-
ciation 9

Hull Many opportunities exist to
expand the work The chapters
are in the process of discussing
them and formulating a year plan
Some of the tasks up for consi
deration are building new chap
ters, expanding the newsletter and
our literature, developing slide
shows, publishing a book and wag
ing a membership campaign

All this takes time, effort and
money Across the country all
friends of Albania can join our
Committee as associate members
and we urge your readers to write
us for more information about
membership This year, the
Jubilee Year of the 35th anmver
sary of the liberation of Albania,
we have called on friends to join
us We call on your readers and
all friends of UNITE' to join us'
The time is fipe The lessons Al
bama offers are a treasurehouse,
a treasurehouse we aim to share
with the working class and op
pressed people of our country 1

To contact the Committee to Form a

U S -Albania Friendship Association

write PO Box 8238 Chicago 60680
or PO Box 8486 Oakland 94601

degenerating economic condition
of the workers in the US, and
Carter’s role of pressing our class
further into debt, impoverish
ment, unemployment and rum
Once more the degenerate wheel
mg and dealing of Carter, Kenne-
dy, and the capitalists will come
to light Once more  people
around the world will rise against
US imperialism and its fascist
puppets in such justifiable efforts
that US imperialism will find it
difficult to repress these struggles
in the old way Once against in
ternationahsm will flow in the
veins of the American people
And the capitalists of our coun
try will be faced with a new po
litical crisis, one which will be
harder to resolve —one in which
our Party, the Party of the work
ing class, will work to our class’s
advantage, building the conscious
ness and organization of the prole
tariat until one day the capitalists
political and economic crises will
be a revolutionary crisis A crisis
in which the exploited millions
will rise up and put the final end
to the capitalist crises, their
problems and their recoveries 1
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The Yuletide Message

Holiday Cheer to Brighten, for a Moment, a Winter of Discontent

Many, many years ago a freshly
cut evergreen tree was dragged
into the house to brighten up the
long, cold months of winter To
day tinsel, flashing lights and
colorful decorations adorn Christ
mas trees to brighten, for a few
fleeting moments, the long, cold
years of the capitalist era

Just as the capitalists take the
apple and throw us the core, a
tinsel and glitter Christmas is the
trimming m the desperate drud
gery of daily life Taking un
mense profits from the labor of
working people, the capitalists
throw back a “living” wage Pro
fiting from a system whose pres
sures rip families apart, the capi
talists throw us a Christmas holi
day, a celebration of the “family
spirit”

In place of the potential for
real spiritual, educational and
social growth, a potential which
stirs the soul, our children are of
fered fairy tales about Santa Claus

Socialism
Religion

by V. 1. Lenin

Present day society is whol
ly based on the exploitation of
the vast masses of the working
class by a tiny minority of the
population, the class of land
owners and that of the capital
ists It is a slave society, since
the “free” workers, who all
their life work for the capital
ists, are “entitled” only to such
means of subsistence as are es
sential for the maintenance of
slaves who produce profit, for
the safeguarding and perpetua
tion of capitalist slavery

The economic oppression of
the workers inevitably calls
forth and engenders every kind
of political oppression and so
cial humiliation, the coarsening
and darkening of the spiritual
and moral life of the masses
The workers may secure a
greater or lesser degree of poll
tical liberty to fight for their
economic emancipation, but
no amount of liberty will rid
them of poverty, unemploy
ment, and oppression until the
power of capital is overthrown
Religion is one of the forms of
spiritual ~ oppression  which
everywhere weighs down heavi
ly upon the masses of the
people, overburdened by their
perpetual work for others, by
want and isolation Impotence
of the exploited classes in their
struggle against the exploiters
just as inevitably gives rise to
the belief m a better life after
death as impotence of the
savage m his battle with nature
gives rise to belief in gods, de-

and the Baby Jesus, gimmicky
games that are more repetition
than education, and shiny toys
which only momentarily divert
them from the boredom and fear
that stalks their young lives

A Time for Family7

For some at Christmas time,
family and close friends gather to
open special gifts and share a
meal For others, like the thou
sands of soldiers m imperialism’s
standing armies, those driven from
their homelands to find work on
the assembly lines or in the fields,
for the elderly and the poor, the
loneliness of the holiday brings
a special kind of hell

For the husband and wife,
searching for “that special gift”,
the gift giver is run through a
special mill, and torn between
spending limited funds on a prac
tical present that is needed or one
that satisfies the craving for fanci
ful relief from the drab existence

and

vils, miracles, and the like
Those who toil and live in want
all their lives are taught by reh
gion to be submissive and pa
tient while here on earth, and
to take comfort in the hope of
a heavenly reward But those
who live by the labor of others
are taught by religion to prac
tice charity while on earth,
thus offering them a very
cheap way of justifying their
entire existence as exploiters
and selling them at a moderate
price tickets to well being in
heaven Religion is opium for
the people Religion is a sort of
spiritual booze, in which the
slaves of capital drown their
human image, their demand
for a life more or less worthy
of man

But a slave who has become
conscious of his slavery and has
risen to struggle for his emanci
pation has already half ceased
to be a slave The modern class
conscious worker, reared by
large scale factory industry and
enlightened by urban life, con
temptuously casts aside religi
ous prejudices, leaves heaven to
the priests and bourgeois bigots
and tries to win a better life
for himself here on earth The
proletariat of today takes the
side of socialism, which enlists
science in the battle against the
fog of religion, and frees the
workers from their belief in life
after death by welding them
together to fight in the present
for a better life on earth

First published in Proletary, No 35
September 11 1908

of everyday life

Behind the warmth of the holi
days are the pressures of capital
ism —the arguments over mount
mg bills, over children, over sup
port for parents and relatives —
which combine to make smaller
problems much more difficult to
solve Alone, husbands and wives
become each others target for
pent up frustrations and anxiety
Christmas is the one day to forget
in the glow of the yule logs and
crackling fire, the incredible
forces of capitalism which tear
marriages apart

And what of the children9
Their expectations mount as the
days are counted off on the
Christmas calendars  Lists are
drawn up, as young imaginations
are primed by crass TV ads flash
ing the newest in electronic toys

Parents are determined to go

all out for their children at Christ
mas and great sacrifices are made

GOODBYE CHRIST

by Langston Hughes

Listen, Christ,

You did alright inyour day, | reckon -

But that day’sgone now

They ghosted you up a swell story, too,

Called it Bible -
But it's dead now

The popes and the preachers've
Made too much money from it
TheyVe sold you to too many

Kings generals, robbers, and killers -

Even to the Tzar and the Cossacks,
Even to Rockefeller’s Church,
Even to the Saturday Evening Post
You aint no good no more

They Ve pawned you

Tillyou Ve done worn out

When the wrapping paper is rip
ped open, Little eyes shine and it
seems almost perfect For a mo
ment the loans from the credit
union and credit card bills are for
gotten

A few days later, the toys he
broken or unused Games played
once or twice are no longer inter
esting, and it all begins to appear a
twisted substitute for the genuine
love between parent and child
The diversions cannot long hold
off the boredom and lack of ful
fillment in school, the antagon
isms and divisive social relation
ships of capitalism All the toys,
games and trinkets are parents
desperate expressions of a genuine
desire to provide their children
with a rewarding and meaningful
life But Christmas cheer cannot
ward off the haunting knowledge
that capitalism brings children a
life of danger and despair The
degeneracy of society, drug abuse,
unwanted teenage pregnancies and
illiteracy are always possible as
next year’s “presents of capital
ism ”

And When the Bill Comes9

No matter how long the tree is
left up, the chill wind of the sys
tern sweeps in the door when the
bills begin to arrive Lured by the
ad campaigns that boast the “once
in a lifetime chance”, trapped by
fruitless efforts to save for the
shopping spree, the only way to
buy was on credit, on the easy
promise, that of no payment due
until January 31 But not until
June will the cost of Christmas
cheer be balanced m the check
books Is it so hard to understand
what a shot in the arm the Christ
mas season is to capitalists who
make up for lagging sales all year
long9

Christmas is perhaps the easiest
time of all to see the work of the
Church in service of the capital
ists It is the crowning moment
for the capitalists’ mouthpieces,
who in commemorating the birth
of Christ, again promise the
salvation mankind has been a
waiting for 1,979 years Once
again the just aspirations of the

Goodbye,

people for a better world —for a
rich cultural, political and spin
tual life where human potential
is fullfilled —are tossed aside and
we are thrown pie in the sky
dreams of eternal salvation where
the meek inherit the kingdom of
God Together with the tales of
Santa Claus and Frosty the Snow
man add the Three Wise Men and
the Immaculate Conception, and
thus the dreams and aspirations
of young and old are twisted and
confused

Each day that we awake with
out the promised salvation —be it
Christmas morning or any other
day of the year —is to find a
lump of coal in the toe of the
Christmas stocking

This lump of coal will never
satisfy the just longings of the
people for liberation, for unity,
equality, and “peace on earth”
One day of gifts and yuletide
cheer do not give the people
what they need and deserve One
day of love and harmony does not
make up for the 364 days that
capitalism sets people at each
others’ throats A full Christ
mas stocking does not prevent
our children from seeing and
knowing the bleak future that
awaits them as wage slaves, fol

lowing in the exploited and
desperate  footsteps of their
elders

The dreams and aspirations
of the people will only be satis
fied by another kind of celebra
tion, a celebration of activity
aimed at destroying the old capi
talist order and creating the new
socialist system based on real
prospects for brotherhood and
goodwill toward men, based on
the scientific principle of “from
each according to their ability,
to each according to their work ”
The celebration of the prospect
of socialism is the holiday which
has gripped the hearts and minds
of the laboring masses for over
100 years It is a celebration
which brings us together in com
mon struggle for a common goal
—an end to the long winter of
capitalism and the birth of a new
spring —of socialism |

Christ Jesus Lord God Jehova,
Beat it on away from here now
Make way for a new guy with no religion at all -

A real guy named

Marx Communist Lenin Peasant Stalin Worker ME -

| said, ME -

Go ahead on now,

You'tegetting in the way o f things, Lord
And please take Saint Gandhi with you whenyou go,

And Saint Pope Pius,

And Saint Aimee McPherson,

And big black Saint Becton

O fthe Consecrated Dime
Move'

Dont be so slow about movin™
The world is mine from now on -

And nobody’sgonna sell ME

To aking, or ageneral,
Or amillionaire

December 1932
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