
 The  only  campaign  promise

 that  Carter  has  kept’since  com-
 ing  into  office  is  when  he  told  a

 Governor  s'  conference  during
 the  campaign,  ''Why  should  we

 pay  a  man  $80  a  week  to  do  noth-

 ing  on  unemployment  when  we

 can  pay  him  $100  a  week  to  re-
 build  the  railroads?  '  In  other

 words,  replace  union  labor  at

 union  pay  with  forced  labor  at

 slave  pay.

 CARTER'’S  JOBS
 PROGRAM  A
 SHAM  &  AT  TACK

 This  is  the  essence  of  Car-

 ter's  jobs  programs  and  income
 reforms.  Behind  Carter's  smile

 ceptive  and  concentrated  attack

 The  US  capitalist  economy

 est  recession  since  the  1930s  and

 business  investment  is  still  11%

 under  its  1973  peak.  Despite  re-

 Continued  on  page  12
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 conditions,  kicked  off  demon:-

 strations  throughout  the  country

 The  storm  clouds  of  libera-

 tion  are  gathering  in  southern

 Africa,  The  people  of  Zimbab-  shaking  the  foundations  of  the
 we  (Rhodesia),  Azania  (South  racist  Vorster  regime  in  South
 Africa),  and  Namibia  (Southwest  Africa.  These  demonstrations
 Africa)  are  rising  up  against  won  the  support  of  people
 the  hated  system  of  Apartheid,  throughout  the  world.
 a  racist  government  policy  of

 Local  Address
 Over  80%  of  the  population

 25¢

 JUNE  1977

 Not  s

 Statoe1s  thy  pya  Shou:  r  of  das
 strict  segregation,  Black  people
 in  these  countries  are  standing

 up  and  fighting  against  the  ex-

 ploitation  and  oppression  of  the
 white  minority  governments,

 Last  year  the  rebellion  in  Sowe-
 to,  students  and  workers,  fight-

 ing  against  the  police  demanding

 an  end  to  passbooks,  living  on
 reservations  and  slavery-like

 in  South  Africa  is  Black  and  yet

 they  are  restricted  to  13%  of  the

 land,  The  government  keeps
 areas  of  land  for  the  Blacks,  But

 because  of  the  need  to  work  many
 Blacks  are  forced  to  live  in  labor

 camps  near  the  large  cities,  Ev-
 ery  Black  must  carry  a  passbook

 saying  where  you  can  travel,
 work  and  live.,  Constant  checks

 colánial  se

 A  jat  ota ings  Sout  f3!  Vwi
 vest  ntaripi  :  billion,
 Compahņies  like  eneral  Motors,

 rfýsler,  Texaco,  Union

 Carbide  and  IBM  got  their  hands
 in  the  economy,  milking  south-
 ern  Africa  for  all  its  worth,  The.

 Continued  on  page  4
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 THE  VETERAN  has  carried
 a  number  of  articles  concerning
 the  newest  version  of  the  GI  Bill

 passed  back  in  October,  and  in-

 cluding  such  major  items  as  the
 8%  raise  in  GI  Bill  benefits  and

 the  new  method  of  educational

 benefits  for  people  enlisting  in
 the  military  after  the  lst  of  Jan-

 uary,  1977  (where  GIs  must  pay

 in  $50  or  $75  per  month  which  is

 then  matched,  2  for  1,  by  the  De-

 fense  Department  for  use  when

 the  GI  gets  out---in  effect,  no
 GI  Bill  at  all.

 The  new  GI  Bill  (officially

 known  as  Public  Law  94-502)
 has  all  kinds  of  built-in  time

 bombs,  however,  as  the  VA  and
 the  class  of  rich  bosses  who

 stand  behind  it,  continue  to  use

 every  device  they  can  come  up
 with  to  sneak  in  new  attacks  on

 the  ability  of  veterans  to  collect

 the  Bill  and  go  to  school,  Back
 in  November  (when  there  was  an

 election  coming  up),  the  only

 part  of  the  Bill  that  was  publici-

 zed  was  the  raise  in  payments;

 not  until  April  did  vets  begin  to

 hear  about  the  cutoff  of  prepay-
 ments  (checks  coming  at  the  be-

 ginning  of  the  month  to  pay  the

 vets  expenses  through  that

 month)  and,  as  time  goes  on,
 more  and  more  of  these  attacks

 are  surfacing.

 PREPAYMENTS

 They  are  now  a  thing  of  the

 past.  Blaming  vets  (who  suppos-

 edly  "cheated"  the  VA  out  of
 3.  5  million  dollars--probably
 no  more  than  the  VA  wasted  by

 having  to  send  out  a  special

 .mailing  to  all  vets  because  they
 forgot  to  include  prepayment  in-

 formation  with  April  checks--
 the  law  now  reads  that  vets  must

 prove  they  have  been  in  school

 by  actually  going  for  the  month
 before  they  will  be  paid,  That's

 not  much  help  to  vets  who  need

 the  money  to  go  to  school  in  the
 first  place,  In  effect  it  means

 that  the  VA  will  get  through  the

 month  of  June  without  having  to
 send  out  any  GI  Bill  checks  at

 all;  where  that  money  is  going
 to  go  has  never  been  discussed,

 INTERVAL  PAYMENTS
 According  to  the  new  GI

 Bill,  vets  are  supposed  to  be
 paid  through  semester  breaks--
 if  school  gets  out  on  December
 15th  and  the  next  semester

 starts  on  January  10th,  and  if
 the  individual  vet  is  enrolled-for

 both  semesters,  his  or  her

 check  should  continue  coming.
 However,  there  are  more  and

 more  little  red-tape  restric-
 tions  that  are  creeping  out  into

 the  open  and  which  are  making
 it  increasingly  difficult  for  vets

 to  get  these  break  payments.

 Some  of  these  restrictions

 include  not  getting  break  pay-
 ments.

 *  The  interval  between

 terms  is  more  than  30  calendar

 (not  school)  days.
 *  The  interval  between

 terms  is  also  the  interval  bet-

 ween  school  years;  if  the  school

 declares  that  the  school  year
 for  1977  ends  in  December  and

 the  year  1978  begins  in  January,

 there  is  no  payment  for  the  in-

 terval.  This  is  only  true  for
 schools  that  don't  use  terms,

 semesters,  or  quarters--and
 is  one  more  example  of  the  YA

 trying  to  push  all  schools  where

 vets  are  enrolled  into  a  single

 mold  rather  than  giving  the
 schools,  and  the  vets  there,  the

 freedom  to  set  up  the  school

 year  or  grading  systems  or  at-

 tendance  policies  in  a  way  that
 best  suits  their  educational

 needs.

 *  An  interval  before  a

 change  in  program--that  is,  you
 can  go  to  the  same  school,  but

 if  you'  ve  decided  you  need  to
 take  a  different  set  of  courses,

 there's  no  break  payment.

 *  In  some  places  we'  ve
 been  told  that  vets  will  have  to

 submit  a  form  (VA  form  4138--

 a  small  version  of  it  is  repro-
 duced  on  this  page)  to  insure

 getting  interval  payments,  And

 the  VA  has  been  wholly  unable

 to  tell  us  when  interval  checks
 are  likely  to  ceme  out.

 ADVANCED  PAYMENTS

 This  new  system  will  begin
 with  the  fall  term  in  1977;  ac-

 cording  to  the  Department  of
 Veterans  Benefits,  it  will  not

 be  'appropriate'"  for  summer
 school,  1977,  because  the  let-
 ters  requesting  advance  pay
 won't  be  in,  The  Department

 fails  to  go  on  to  point  out  that
 the  reason  for  that  is  no  vets

 knew  about  this  program  until

 too  late  to  do  anything  about  it.,

 war

 TET  TGTS  —

 Advance  payments  will

 and  will  amount  to  the  vet  get-
 ting  his  first  two  month's  GI

 Bill  check  at  or  slightly  before

 the  beginning  of  the  semester.
 For  instance,  if  the  fall  term

 begins  on  September  5,  and  the

 vet  has  gone  through  all  the  red

 ber  and  October  checks  on  the

 1st  of  September;  he  won't  get
 another  check  until  November

 30,  a  long  dry  spell,

 There  are  five  require-
 ments  for  advance  pay:

 1.  The  vet  has  to  go  to
 school  at  least  half  time.

 2.  The  school  has  to  agree

 to  process  and  get  the  advance
 payment--that  means  the  checks

 will  go  to  the  school,  not  to  the
 individual  vet.

 3.  The  individual  vets  must

 officially  request  the  advance
 payment--the  form  for  that  is
 shown  below.

 4.  Enrollment  certification
 --forms  sent  in  by  vet  reps  on
 campus  to  say  that  the  indivi-
 dual  veterans  are  in  fact  en-

 rolled  in  school,  must  be  in  to

 the  VA  at  least  30  days  ahead
 of  time.  As  usual,  the  vet  is

 dependent  on  the  efficiency  of
 the  VA  representatives  on  the

 campus,  something  that  varies
 a  great  deal  from  school  to
 school,

 5.  School  must  begin  more
 than  30  days  after  the  last  term

 --if  the  fall  semester  is  over

 on  Dec.  15  and  the  spring  sem-
 ester  begins  on  January  10,

 there  will  be  no  advance  pay.
 The  VA  cannot  or  will  not  tel1

 us  if  this  applies  to  summer
 school,  another  case  of  the  VA

 making  up  all  kinds  of  rules  and

 regulations  which  either  they
 have  not  thought  through  or  will
 not  tell  vets  about  until  ít'  s  too
 late.

 As  if  these  "requirements"!

 are  not  enough,  there's  another

 kicker  hidden  away  in  VA  rules

 -  -that  is  that  the  VA  must  find

 "the  educational  institution  can

 satisfactorily  carry  out  the  ad-

 vance  payment  provisions  of  the

 law,  "  In  other  words,  the  VA

 has  built  in  this  provision  so

 that,  by  uncovering  any  kind  of

 irregularity  or  anything  else

 they  want  to,  even  if  this  comes

 p-  —  —
 ————  m  m  m  —  ——  —  =

 u

 TERTI  v  sa:  Ae  kargang  murman  me  Tae  and  cumar  a  tha  kew  d  ae  I

 SETG  Basro
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 "e"  BENTIU  e  e  a  e

 TE  a  EIEII
 fr  om  their  own  VA  employees

 on  campus,  the  VA  will  be  able

 legally  to  say  that  vets  at  a  par-

 ticular  school  can't  get  advance
 payments.

 These  are  the  'rules,  "

 Built  into  them  are  all  kinds  of

 ways  that  the  system  can  attack

 vets.  Many  vets  will  never  hear
 about  these  rules--like  the  need

 for  the  vet  to  request  advance

 payment--so  of  course  won't
 follow  them;  a  vet  who  is  start-

 ing  school  for  the  first  time  in

 September  will  probably  never
 find  out  what  he  has  to  do  to  get

 the  advance  pay  he  needs  to  get
 started  in  school,  And,  under-

 standing  that  the  class  of  people
 behind  the  VA  want  to  cut  back

 every  penny  they  can,  vets  have

 to  be  constantly  alert  on  how

 these  rules  can  be  used  to  try
 to  push  vets  further  down  and
 throw  us  off  the  GI  Bill.

 EXTEND  &  EXPAND
 THE  GI  BILL

 (If  you  want  to  question

 your  vet  fep  about  any  of  these
 regulations,  they  come  from

 the  Department  of  Veterans
 Benefits  of  the  VA,  Circular

 20-77-24,  which  all  vet  reps

 have  and  which  they  should  be

 willing  to  show  concerned  vet-
 erans,  )

 THE  VETERAN
 Published  by  the

 VVAW  -  National  Office
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 Continùed  from  page  1

 SOUTHERN
 AFRICA

 wages  for  Blacks  are  controlled
 by  law  with  the  average  take

 home  pay  $30  even  though  the

 official  government  poverty  lev-

 el  is  $70,  To  get  wbrk,  Blacks

 have  to  report  to  government

 run  centers  and  sign  year  long

 .  contracts,  live  in  government
 run  barracks  and  not  see  their

 families  for  months  at  a  time.

 It'  s  no  wonder  that  the  US

 has  for  so  long  backed  the  re-
 gimes  of  Rhodesia  and  South
 Africa.  With  such  conditions  the

 profits  are  bigger  and  better  for

 the  US  ruling  class.  One  manag-
 ing  Director  of  International
 Harvester-South  Africa  summed
 up  the  attitudes  of  his  class  when

 he  stated,  "I  am  sympathetic  to

 what  South  Africa  is  trying  to  do.
 I  don't  want  hundreds  of  Afric-

 ans  running  around  in  front  qf

 my  house,  '"  And  what's  he  sym-

 pathetic  to?  Premier  Vorster
 once  stated,  '"We  are  for  build-
 ing  a  nation  for  whites  only.

 Black  people  are  entitled  to  po-
 litical  rights,  but  only  over

 their  own  people--not  my  peo-
 ple,  "

 But  things  are  changing.  The
 people  of  southern  Africa  aren't

 taking  all  this  without  fighting.
 And  as  a  result  of  the  armed

 struggle  in  Rhodesia  and  the  re-
 bellions  in  South  Africa  the  re-

 gimes  in  these  two  countries

 are  in  bad  shape.  About  1,500

 white  people  are  leaving  South
 Africa  every  month  and  the  e-

 conomy  is  crumbling.

 So  all  of  a  sudden  it  looks

 as  if  the  US  ruling  class  is  hav-

 ing  a  change  of  heart.  But  are

 they?  No.  Carter  and  his  Black
 front  man,  Andrew  Young  are

 running  around  denouncing

 Apartheid  and  trying  to  appear

 as  the  friends  of  the  Black

 South  Africans.  But  they're

 just  trying  to  buy  time.  Getting
 a  chance  to  get  a  new  regime  in
 power  to  represent  the  interests

 of  the  US,  Apartheid  is  a  dying
 system  and  the  US  is  being
 forced  to  re-examine  its  role.

 In  the  meantime,  the  chief

 rival  of  the  US  ruling  class  for
 control  of  the  world  is  the  Sov-

 iet  Union's  capitalist  ruling
 class,  who,  trying  to  pose  as

 "friend"  of  the  liberation  strug-
 gle  are  actually  backstabbers
 trying  to  elbow  their  way  in  and
 take  the  place  of  the  US,  the
 main  plunderer  of  souther  Afri-

 ca,  With  empty  promises  and  a
 wallet  full  of  rubles,  the  USSR
 hopes  to  be  ablė  to  make  libera-

 tion  forces  economically  and  po-
 litically  dependent  on  it  and  use
 them  to  ice  the  US  as  the  Sovi-

 ets  did  with  the  MPLA  in  Angola

 So  Young  is  hopping  all  over
 Africa  going  from  conference  to

 Sa

 Africans  oppose  Kissi

 conference,  Mondale  is  meetıng
 with  African  heads  of  state,  as

 is  Secretary  of  State  Vance,  Pod
 gorny  of.the  Soviet  Union  and

 Castro  of  Cuba  are  hugging  each
 other  in  Moscow  after  both  visit-

 ed  a  number  of  African  countries
 All  this  commotion  ábout  Africa

 is  a  serious  thing.  Each  of  the
 superpowers  has  a  stake  in  set-

 ting  up  regimes  in  Africa  for
 their  own  benefits  and  none  of  it

 is  good  for  the  African  people.
 These  attempts  are  part  of  an
 overall  move  toward  war  bet-

 ween  the  two  superpowers,  as
 was  pretty  evident  when  Cuban

 and  South  African  troops  stood
 in  for  the  USSR  and  the  US  res-

 pectively,  battling  it  out  in  An-

 gola.  The  Soviets  won  in  Ango-

 la  and  the  US  is  desperately  try-
 ing  not  to  lose  in  southern  Af-

 rica.  This  is  why  Carter  and

 Company  are  peddling  themsel-
 ves  as  the  friends  of  the  Black

 African  people.

 But  not  too  many  people  are

 buying  their  wares,  Discrimina-
 tion  of  Blacks  in  this  country  is

 part  and  parcel  of  the  system  of

 imperialism  that  is  the  same

 enemy  of  the  southern  African

 people.  Ever  since  Black  people
 were  dragged  to  this  country  in

 chains  and  sold  as  slaves  they

 faced  discrimination  and  oppres-
 sion,  But  through  the  struggle
 of  Black  and  white  Americans,

 slavery  was  abolished  and  many
 of  the  most  blatant  forms  of

 discrimination  were  broken
 down  although  there  still  is  a

 struggle  going  on  against  nation-

 al  oppression,  But  as  evidenced
 by  the  huge  amount  ot  American

 corporations  in  southern  Africa
 the  enemy  is  the  same--the  US

 ruling  class.  Coupled  with  the

 Union  in  Africa  and  the  growing

 Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Struggle.

 Instead  of  fighting  for  freedom  and  stopping

 peoples’  struggles.

 ruling  class,

 them  »roudly.

 victory.

 DOWN  WITH  WHITE  MINORITY  RULE!

 struggle  of  the  South  African

 When  we  vets  were  in  the

 to  fight  in  Vietnam,  First  hand,
 we  learned  about  the  nature  of

 sent  to  Indochina,  not  to  defend

 "freedom"  and  "democracy"  as
 we  were  told,  but  to  defend  the

 interests  of  the  US  ruling  class;
 for  example  Standard  Oil  of
 California  and  Texaco  with  oil

 interests  in  both  Vietnam  and

 South  Africa.  In  Vietnam,  Cal-
 tex  gas  stations  were  every-

 refines  50%  of  South  Africa's

 oil  imports.

 And  it'  s  not  just  in  Vietnam

 that  we  saw  the  death  and  des-

 truction  caused  by  the  US,

 Wherever  we  were  sent  we  were

 occupation  forces  protecting  the

 ruling  class:  in  Europe,  Korea,
 Japan,  the  Philippines,  South
 America,  and  elsewhere,  It
 all  boils  down  to  the  same  thing.
 Everywhere  we  were  sent  we

 were  treated  with  animosity  by
 the  people--whether  it  was  in  the
 form  of  "Yankee  Go  Home'  or  in

 less  obvious  ways.  And  rightly
 so.  The  people  wanted  the  US
 out  of  teir  countries.

 As  this  article  is  being

 written  VVAW  chapters  across
 the  country  are  planning  to  join
 in  a  major  demonstration  on

 African  Liberation  Day,  May  28

 in  Washington  DC  and  in  Los  An-

 geles.  As  part  of  building  for
 these  demonstrations,  vets
 from  around  the  country  are  do-

 nating  fatigues  to  the  liberation

 forces  in  Rhodesia,  led  by  the
 Zimbabwe  African  National
 Union.

 We  were  used  by  the  rich

 once  but  now  we  vow  to  Fight
 The  Rich-Not  Their  Wars  and
 stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with

 the  Black  African  people  who
 are  fighting  for  the  liberation  of
 their  countries.

 U.S.  OUT  OF  AFRICA!

 SUPERPOWERS  HANDS
 OFF!

 Black  and  white  Alabama  coal

 miners  strike  over  importa-
 tion  of  South  African  coal.
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 195I,  South  Africa

 Vets  Opposed  Gov.
 On  Civil  Rights

 The  present  government  of  South  Africa  came  to  power  af
 ter  the  Second  World  War  and  consisted  of  many  Nazi  sympathi-

 zers,  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  present  Premier  of  South  Africa,

 Vorster  was  jailed  for  his  Hitlerite  sympathies.  In  1951  as  part
 of  the  government's  program  to  subdue  and  subjugate  the  non-

 white  peoples,  they  denied  the  right  to  vote  for  'collardes'  (half
 white  and  mixed  blood  people.  )

 This  outrage  brought  on  a  storm  of  resistance.  One  of  the

 leaders  of  the  struggle  against  the  government  was  a  group  of
 WWII  veterans  known  as  War  Veterans  Torch  Commando,(taking,
 their  name  from  one  of  their  early  torchlight  parades).  Con-

 demning  the  attack  on  democratic  rights  that  the  Nationalist  Pa

 ty  was  pursueing  they  issued  a  statement  saying  that  it  ''denied

 the  free  spirit  of  man  and  led  to  bigotry  and  ignorance.  '"  They
 led  demonstrations  in  over  160  cities,  besides  conducting  letter
 writing  campaigns,  lobbying,  etc,  In  Capetown  they  marched  in
 the  thousands;  were  attacked  by  the  police  and  suffered  160  ca-
 sualties  and  had  numerous  members  arrested.

 While  they  led  much  struggle  they  floundered  on  building

 multi-national  unity  in  the  organization  itself.  The  leadership
 equivocated  on  the  issue  of  allowing  non-whites  to  join,  despite
 the  fact  that  that  was  directly  where  the  struggle  was  leading.

 This  contradictions  of  integrating  the  veterans  organization  and
 directing  the  organization's  activities  into  'constitutional''
 forms  led  to  the  decline  and  eventual  breakup  of  the  group  by

 1953;  a  sad  development  for  the  struggle.  .
 The  struggle  against  a  common  enemy  and  building  unity

 does  exist  even  today  in  South  Africa.  A  statement  made  by  a

 white  English-speaking  Lance  Corporal  in  the  South  African
 army  brings  this  out  clearly.  He  said  they  (the  present  ruling
 class)  ''never  gave  a  damn  about  us,  and  now  they  want  us  to

 go  out  and  die  for  their  system,  "

 Throughout  the  world  the
 United  States  and  Soviet  Union

 are  coming  up  against  each  o-
 ther  in  a  drive  for  economic

 and  military  superiority.  This
 March,  as  part  of  the  world-
 wide  contention,  the  pro-U,  S.
 country  of  Zaire  in  central  Af-

 rica  was  invaded  by  5,000  pro-

 Soviet  troops  based  in  Angola.
 Off  the  top,  the  situation  ap-

 pears  to  be  confusing,  Each

 side  claims  to  be  acting  in  the

 interest  of  the  people.
 This  situation  must  be  an-

 alyzed  in  terms  of  two  major

 trends  in  the  world  today.  The
 first  is  that  all  around  the

 world  nations  want  liberation

 (as  in  South  Africa),  countries

 want  independence  (as  in  Viet-
 nam  and  Cambodia)  and,  in  or-

 der  to  achieve  these  ends,  peo-

 ple  are  rising  up  in  armed  re-
 volution,  The  second  trend  is
 the  growing  contention  of  the

 two  superpowers  in  their  drive
 for  world  domination,  This
 contention  is  what  this  war  in
 Zaire  is  about.  The  people  of
 Zaire  do  want  liberation,  but

 in  this  case,  talk  of  the  rebels

 being  liberation  forces  is  just

 a  shuck  designed  to  bring  So-
 viet  domination  to  Zaire.

 Zaire  used  to  be  a  colony

 of  Belgium,  known  then  as  the

 Belgian  Congo,  Itis  a  country
 that  is  wealthy  in  natural  re-

 souņces--mainly  copper,  dia-
 mond  and  cobalt  mines.,  The

 Belgians  exploited  the  country.

 Keeping  the  African  people  op-

 pressed  and  using  their  labor,

 the  Belgian  capitalists  backed
 by  their  army  took  much  wealth

 from  the  Congo.  Then,  in  1960,

 the  resistance  to  this  oppression

 erupted  into  a  war  of  nationìàl
 liberation  led  by  Patrice  Lum-
 umha.

 The  Belgians  backed  an

 army  from  Katanga  province

 made  up  largely  of  Katangan

 police  forces,  Capitalists  in
 the  United  States  saw  this  as

 an  opporutnity  to  get  at  some
 of  the  wealth  of  Africa.  They

 went  in  with  a  two-pronged

 strategy.  The  Belgian-Katan-
 gan  forces  were  defeated  by  a
 United  Nations  peacekeeping
 förces,  Patrice  Lumumba  was
 assassinated  by  the  CIA,  In
 his  place,  pro-US  puppet  Moise
 Tshombe  became  president,  To-
 day  his  political  successor,
 Mobuto  Sese-Seko  heads  Zaire.

 In  the  current  situation

 the  allies  of  the  reactionary

 Mobutu  government  are:

 The  United  States  with

 over  $1  billion  iivested  in

 Zaire  anđd  its  largest  CIA  Afri-
 can  base  in  Kinshasa,  Zaire.
 With  the  outbreak  of  the  fight-

 ing  the  U,  S,  sent  nonmilitary

 aid  to  supplement  the  annual

 military  aid  given  to  Zaire,

 The  fear  of  the  American  peo-

 ple'  s  reaction  to  'another  Viet-
 nam"  has  prevented  the  Carter
 administration  from  increasing
 military  aid  (at  least  openly).
 However,  the  CIA  is  recruiting

 Vietnam  combat  vets  to  go  to
 Zaire  as  mercenaries.

 Belgium  and  France  with
 investments  in  Zaire  have  sent

 arms,  ammunition  and  advisors
 to  Mobutu.

 Morocco,  a  country  run

 by  a  feudal  king  and  also  in  the

 US  camp  has  sent  1500  crack
 troops  to  Mobutu,  This  is  part-
 ly  because  Zaire's  army  is  in
 disarray,  much  like  the  South

 Vietnamese  Army  during  the

 final.  days  of  the  war.

 The  forces  on  the  other

 side  are:

 The  Katangan  invaders.

 These  are  basically  the  same
 mercenaries  that  fought  with

 the  Belgians  against  liberation
 in  the  early  60's,  After  being
 kicked  out  of  Zaire  they  went  to

 Angola  where  they  signed  on
 with  the  Portuguese  colonialists
 and  fought  against  liberation
 forces  there,  After  the  Portu-

 guese  were  kicked  out  they  were

 signed  up  by  the  pro-Soviet  for-

 ces  in  the  Angolan  civil  war.

 The  Soviet  Union  was  for-

 merly  a  socialist  country.
 Since  Khruschev  they  have  be-

 come  capitalists  like  their  coun-
 terparts  in  the  U,  S,  and.are

 out  to  exploit  third  world  coun-

 tries.  Using  the  once  proud  re-

 putation  as  socialist  friend  to

 the  Soviets  try  to  gain  footholds

 in  countries  where  people  wish
 to  be  rid  of  their  repressive

 governments  (such  as  Mobutu  in
 Zaire).  The  Soviets  are  sup-
 plying  the  Katangans  with  arms,
 ammunition  and  possibly  advi-
 sors.

 Cuba  is  part  of  the  Soviet

 camp.  Itis  totally  dependent
 economically  òn  the  Soviet  U-

 nion,  and  like  the  Soviet  Union
 uses  the  cover  of  'socialist''  to
 act  as  shock  troops  for  the  So-
 viet  Union  in  Africa,  Its  troops

 are  advisors  and  organizers  of
 the  Katangan  forces,  Cuba's
 role  in  Africa  is  becoming  in-

 creasingly  clear,  For  instance,
 Cuba  recently  sent  300  military
 advisors  to  another  so-called
 "socialist''  government  in  Ethi-
 opia,  a  government  which  has

 used  gestapo-like  house-to-
 house  searches,  mass  murders
 of  liberation  fighters  and  open

 warfare  against  the  Eritrean

 people  within  its  borders.

 Angola  has  a  pro-Soviet

 government  and  is  allowing  the

 Katangan  invaders  to  use  Angola

 Continued  on  page15
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 Secretary  of  Defense  Ha-
 rold  Brown  announced  details  of

 President  Carter's  Special  Dis-
 charge  Review  Program  and  ba-

 sically  the  program  is  discrim-
 inatory  and  inadequate,  While  _
 many  vets  will  automatically

 get  their  discharge  upgraded,

 many  more  will  be  subjected  to

 the  'pick  and  choose'  review
 that  enables  the  military  to  de-

 cide  who  should  get  a  good  deaI

 and  who  should  get  a  raw  deal,

 Carter'  s  program  came
 out  of  the  need  to  address  the

 question  of  what  to  do  with  vets
 with  less  than  honorable  dis-

 charges.  It  comes  from  the
 fact  that  veterans  and  others

 have  been  demanding  a  single-
 type  discharge  for  all  veterans

 as  part  of  the  overall  struggle
 for  universal  and  unconditional

 amnesty  for  resisters  of  the
 Vietnam  War,  Thousands  of
 veterans  who  received  less  than

 honorable  discharges  got  them

 as  a  direct  result  of  their  oppo-

 sition  to  the  war  and  to  the  rac-
 ism  and  repression  of  the  mili-

 program.  Any  GI  who  deserted
 from  Vietnam  is  not  eligible.

 Deserters  who  ate  eligible  have
 to  turn  themselves  in,  be  dis-

 charged  with  ''bad  paper"  and

 then  apply  for  upgrading.  If  you

 were  discharged  before  August
 4,  1965  or  after  March  28,  1973

 you  are  not  eligible  for  the  pro-

 gram,  Ifyou  are  not  eligible  you

 can  go  through  the  existing  pro-
 cedures  which  are  the  regular

 military  review  boards.  If  you

 are  eligible  you  can  get  support-

 ing  documents  which  include
 statements  from  law  enforce-

 ment  officials,  doctors,  employ-
 ment  records,  etc.

 On  and  on  it  goes.  Ifyou

 aren't  eligible  for  the  automatic

 upgrading  you  have  to  go  through

 all  the  red  tape  that  is  involved,

 and  if  you  have  an  Undesireable

 Discharge  you  are  not  ašsured
 that  you  will  get  an  honorable,

 You  may  get  a  general,  entitling
 you  to  vets  benefits,  but  which
 also  means  that  you  will  still

 face  problems  getting  a  job  when

 an  employer  sees  that  it  isn't

 gram,  like  Carter's  earlier
 partial  pardon,  is  a  real  con-

 cession  to  the  strength  of  the
 struggle  for  amnesty.

 As  was  the  Ford  clemency

 or  the  existing  review  procedure

 the  burden  of  guilt  is  on  the  vet

 Those  who  served  in  South-|Undesireable  Discharges  were
 east  Asia  successfully  (whatever  given  administratively,  by  offi-
 that  means),  or  were  wounded  in  cers  who  gave  GIs  a  choice  of

 military  action,  received  a  US  either  taking  a  UD  or  being
 military  decoration  other  than  a  court-martialed,  with  no  legal
 service  medal,  entered  Ford's  advice  or  anything  that  could
 clemency  program,  received  an  have  defended  them,  In  many

 baa
 M

 Sin type

 So  why  has  Carter  come  up

 with  this  discharge  upgrading

 program?  The  answer  lies  in  the

 statement  ''bind  up  the  divisions

 like  to  close  the  book  on  the  war

 in  Indochina  and  unite  people
 around  their  rule  as  they  move
 toward  war  with  the  Soviet  Union,

 saying  that  we  all  have  some-

 thing  in  common  regardless  of

 er  or  worker,  But  the  Indochina

 war  can't  be  forgotten  because
 it  exposed  the  nature  of  the  sys-
 tem  we  live  under  and  the  ex-

 goes  with  it.  And  that  system

 is  also  responsible  for  the  less
 than  honorable  discharges  vets
 have  after  being  used  in  their

 military.

 While  vets  should  take

 advantage  of  the  discharge  up-

 grading  program,  if  they  can,
 it  should  be  done  With  a  clear

 understanding  that  the  only  re-

 solution  to  bad  discharges  is  a

 single-type  discharge  and  the

 only  way  we  are  going  to  get  it

 is  to  continue  to  fight  for  it.

 *
 If  you  want  to  find  out  if

 you  are  eligible  call  the  SDRP
 at  toll  free  (800)325-4040;  in
 Missouri,  Alaska,  Hawaii  and
 Puerto  Rico  call  toll  free  (314)
 428-3500  and  to  contact  VVAW

 call  (not  toll  free)  (312)  651-

 1581  or  the  local  chapter  phone

 number  listed  in  the  paper.

 honorable  discharge  in  a  prior
 ‘service  tour,  had  24  months  of

 satisfactory  military  service
 prior  to  discharge  can  get  an

 automatic  upgrading  from  un-

 desireable  to  either  general  or

 honorable  if  you  apply  by  Octo-
 ber  5,  1977,  Those  who  fit  this

 category  should  get  their  dis-

 charges  upgraded,

 not  just  anybody.  For  instance,

 if  you  were  drafted  and  spent  a

 tour  of  duty  in  Germany  and  got

 an  undesireable  discharge  for
 fighting  against  racism  that  was

 rampant  there,  you  are  not  en-

 titled  to  automatic  upgrading.
 And  that'  s  no  small  matter.
 There  are  other  cases  like  this

 adding  up  to  a  program  that'  s

 confusing  and  sometimes  mis-

 leading.

 Any  vet  who  received  a

 charge  is  not  eligible  for  the

 cases  these  UDs  were  undeserv-
 ed.  Even  though  according  to

 the  instructions  laid  out  by
 Brown,  all  vets  wìll  'be  consi-
 dered  by  the  Board  in  the  spirit
 of  compassion  and  forgiveness

 in  which  the  President  has  sought
 to  bind  up  the  divisions  of  the
 Viet  Nam  war,  '  it  comes  down

 that  the  vets  were  wrong.

 There's  an  expression
 that  the  ruling  class  turns  the

 truth  on  its  head.  '"Compassion
 and  forgiveness'  from  Carter
 who  wants  to  ''bind  up  the  divi-
 sions  of  the  Viet  Nam  war"  is

 outrageous,  Carter  represents
 the  same  class  of  people  who

 carried  out  the  most  devastating
 planned  destruction  of  one  coun-

 try  over  another.  And  he  and  his

 class  want  to  show  'compassion
 and  forgiveness"  to  the  vets  who
 said  No  to  the  Indochina  war  or

 to  the  racism  and  repression  of
 the  military.

 |
 Vietnam  Veterans  Against  the  War

 ——  INSTITUTIONS,$15

 the  monthly  sustainer  program.  Iwill  contribute  £
 amonth.  This  includes  a  subscription  to  the  VETERAK.

 CONTRIBUTIONS  —  Iwould  like  to  contribute to  building  VVAW  and  the  VETERAN.

 Contributiana  toVVAW  are  Recognized
 by  the  I  RS  as  TA  X  DEDUCTIBLE  !!

 Make  checks  payable  toVietnam  Veterans  Against  the  War
 Box  20184,Chicago,ILL  60620
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 P,
 Chip  Carter  spends  a  day  ''s  uf-

 during  the  severe  winter  snow

 snow  storms  in  spite  of  his  bad

 discharge.

 Who  will  ever  forget  Mar-

 geret  Truman  playing  the  piano,

 or  John  Eisenhower  spawning

 David,  or  John-John  hopping

 around  in  the  grass  and  his  sis-

 ter  in  her  later  years  wearing
 see-through  blouses  in  London?
 How  can  we  forget  Linda  Bird
 dancing  til  dawn  with  actor

 George  Hamilton  while  Lyndon
 was  dropping  bombs  all  over
 Southeast  Asia  or  her  sister

 Luci  Baines  hot-rodding  around
 Washington  inher  parent's  mod-
 est  birthday  present--a  brand

 new  Corvette  sports  car?

 And  then  there  was  Tricia

 Nixon,  the  perennial  Alice-in-
 Wonderland  and  her  brave  sis-

 ter  Julie  on  her  ''my  father  is
 not  a  crook'  roadshow  with  her

 (here's  David  again)  husband.
 We  will  always  remember  Susan
 Ford's  high  school  graduation
 with  her  daddy  as  guest  speaker

 and  her  brother  Jack  fondling

 Bianca  Jagger  while  her  brother
 Steve  ran  around  the  mountains

 in  Utah  in  his  underpants.

 Now  there's  a  new  first  fa-

 mily  in  the  White  House  and  the

 competition  looked  pretty  weak,

 what  with  such  a  born  again

 Shirley  Temple  running  around

 --Amy  Carter,  darling  of  the

 diaper  set.  Amy  Carter  goes  to
 school.  Amy  Carter  climbs  a

 treehouse.  Amy  Carter  wets
 her  drawers.

 But  little  noticed  was  her

 older  brother  making  the  sacri-

 fice  of  the  century.  Chip  Carter

 stepped  into  the  vacuum  left  by

 his  illustrious  predecessors  and
 announced  that  he  wasn't  going

 to  get  his  General  Discharge

 from  the  military  upgraded  un-

 der  his  dad's  new  discharge  up-

 grading  program.  But  wait...
 let's  give  a  little  background.

 In  1970  Chip  was  in  the

 Navy  attending  their  Nuclear
 Power  School  in  Idaho  Falls,
 Idaho.  He  and  53  classmates
 got  caught  smoking  marijuana.

 So  the  chips  were  down  and  our

 hero  got  a  general  discharge.
 How  he  lived  all  that  time  with

 such  a  burden  on  his  shoulders

 boggles  the  mind.

 But  in  the  spirit  of  self-
 sacrifice  he  announced  that  if

 he  got  his  discharge  upgraded

 people  would  think  that  he  was

 taking  advantage  of  his  position
 as  son  Of  the  President.  So  it

 looks  like  Chip  will  keep  his

 general  discharge.

 Most  people  with  general

 discharges  have  a  hard  time

 finding  a  job.  Most  employers

 shy  away  from  any  vet  with  oth-

 er  than  an  honorable  discharge.

 And  knowing  this  Chip  is  taking

 the  risks  anyway.  The  martyr.
 &.

 So  what  will  he  do?  But

 wait  a  minute..,.he's  not  just

 any  vet.  Chip  is  the  son  of  the

 President  and  following  through

 with  his  spirit  of  self-sacrifice

 he's  only  been  traveling  around

 the  world  standing  in  for  his
 dad.  And  what  a  whirlwind  life

 it  must  be.  The  guy  must  get
 real  tired.  So  it's  back  to  rest

 in  the  family  home--the  White
 House  with  a  staff  of  servants
 that  would  make  Rockefeller

 run  for  President.  And  if  he

 gets  tired  of  this  he  can  fly  down
 on  Air  Force  One  and  drink  a

 few  beers  with  Uncle  Billy...

 maybe  blow  a  little  weed  too,
 in  between  eating  peanuts  and

 pumping  gas.

 Now  if  Chip  plays  his  card:

 right  he  can  get  any  number  of

 jobs  after  he's  out  of  the  White
 House.  He  can  cut  an  album

 with  Margeret  or  he  can  patent
 and  sell  Amy  Carter  Treehous-

 es,  If  he  gets  desperate  he  can

 always  iron  Tricia's  pinafores
 or  start  a  farm  in  Gettysburg

 with  David.  He'd  probably  en-

 joy  being  a  ''roadie'  with  the

 Rolling  Stones,  if  he  can  con-
 vince  Jack  to  introduce  him  to

 Biánca  or  he  can  ghost  write
 John  Eisenhower's  next  book,

 "The  General  I  Almost  Was.  ''

 But  whatever  Chip  decides  to

 do  we  hope  he  doesn't  let  his

 class  stamp  interfere  with  ma-

 king  the  right  decision.

 Faced  by  late  checks,  cuts

 in  prepayments,  hassles  with
 paperwork,  veterans  are  often
 frustrated  in  finding  where  to

 strike  back  against  the  system.

 Vet  reps  on  campus,  school
 directors  of  Veteran's  affairs,
 VA  clerks  have  all  been  confront-

 ed  by  angry  vets  concerning  the

 problems  that  vets  run  into.  As
 the  following  two  episodes  dem-

 onstrate,  although  these  indivi-
 duals  are  not  at  the  root  of  the

 attacks  coming  down  on  vets,

 they  are  able  to  work  in  extreme-

 ly  different  ways  either  to  help
 the  vet  as  much  as  possible,  or
 to  throw  roadblocks  in  the  way.

 The  people  in  both  episodes  be-
 low  work  in  the  same  school.

 A  simple  question  about  the

 new  system  of  payments  of  the
 GI  Bill  took  a  vet  into  the  office

 of  the  vet  rep,  the  VA's  official

 representative  on  campus.

 "Didn't  you  get  the  form

 the  information  is  right  there,  ''

 The  vet  pointed  out  that  some-

 that  easy  to  understand,  'My  ex-

 perience  is  that  vets  read  only
 the  things  they  want  to  read,  ''

 the  vet  rep  declared.

 Curtly,  she  explained  that
 there  would  be  no  June  check;

 "But,you'  ve  had  enough  notice
 to  start  saving  up,  '  she  added.
 The  vet  said  something  about  it

 being  difficult  to  save  up  much
 on  $292  a  month  and  that  land-
 lords  don't  want  to  wait  a  month

 for  the  rent.  'If  you  wanted  to

 get  a  job  you  could  get  it,  '  she
 said,  'Vets  think  that  they're

 owed  a  living--I  think  about  that
 every  time  I  see  my  taxes  tak-

 en  out  of  my  paycheck,  '"  She

 did  not  mention  that  her  pay-
 check  comes  out  of  the  same

 taxes.

 The  vet  asked  if  she  would

 come  to  a  meeting  of  the  school

 vets  club  to  explain  the  necess-

 ary  procedures,  'No,"'  she
 answered,  '"Vets  make  me
 mad,  '  Before  the  vet  could  ask

 the  obvious  question  about  why

 she  was  working  as  a  vet  rep,
 she  continued,  "You  know  Viet-

 nam  vets  get  a  whole  lot  more
 than  vets  did  after  World  War  II,

 you'  re  actually  lucky,  '

 The  vet  pointed  out  that

 her  facts  were  screwed  up--al-
 though  today's  vets  get  more

 money,  the  buying  power  is
 300%  lower  than  what  vets  re-

 ceived  after  WWII,  'Maybe
 you'  re  right,  '"  she  responded,

 'but  then  the  vets  then  deserved
 the  money--they  won  their  war.

 When  the  vet  left  the  so-

 called  vet  rep  he  went  to  the
 school's  Director  of  Veterans'
 Affairs,  The  director  says  that
 hi  s  job  is  to  do  whatever  he  can

 to  help  vets--and  he  means  what

 he  says.

 He  already  had  a  copy  of  a

 letter  he  had  sent  to  the  VA  say-

 ing  that  the  school  would  guaran-

 tee  advanced  payment  (one  of

 the  conditions  for  vets  to  get  ad-

 vance  payment  in  the  Fall  term
 under  new  VA  rules,  )

 I  know  some  of  the  prob-
 lems  vets  face,  '  he  said,  "When

 I  got  out  I  took  the  test  to  be-
 come  a  fireman--did  well  on  it

 too,  After  a  year  or  so  when  my

 name  didn't  move  up  the  list,  I

 went  to  one  of  the  local  politici-
 ans--who  said  that  if  I'd  give
 him  $500  he'd  see  that  my  name

 movedup.  Hell,  if  I'd  had  $500
 I  probably  wouldn't  have  been

 looking  for  the  job,  but  I  knew

 I'  d  put  in  my  years  in  the  mili-

 tary  and  it  just  wasn't  right.  ''

 Around  school  were  posted
 letters  from  him  to  all  vets  ex-

 plaining  the  new  regulations  and

 telling  vets  exactly  what  they

 had  to  do  to  insure  payment
 through  the  school  break  and  ad-

 vance  payment  for  the  Fall  term.

 Forms,  already  filled  out  and

 needing  only  to  be  signed,  were

 waiting  for  vets  who  pre-regis-
 tered  for  the  Fall  semester.

 "There  are  a  lot  of  things
 I  want  to  do  for  vets  and  can't

 do  in  the  middle  of  this  system''

 the  vets  director  said,  'I've  got
 a  family  I  have  to  feed  and  need

 the  job.  Either  the  school  ad-

 ministration  or  the  VA  is  always

 saying  no,  but  I'm  doing  what  I

 can  and  trying  to  get  you  guys
 (vets)  what  you  need.  Sometimes

 I  feel  like  going  down  and  setting

 fire  to  the  whole  VA  regional  of-
 fice--andđd  if  it  finally  comes

 down  to  it,  I  guess  I  can  find  an-
 other  job,  '
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 Ashby  leaving  the  courthouse  with  his  wife  after  being  found  inno-
 cent  of  13  counts  of  kidnapping.  Neither  justice  in  the  court  nor  legal

 technicalities  were  responsible.  It  was  the  struggle  people  waged
 around  this  case  which  produced  the  victory.
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 Not  bound  by  the  rules  of  the  rich  or  their  courts,  members  of
 VVAW  in  Cleveland  stopped  and  held  a  100  car  coal  train  for  2  hours.

 m

 In  January  1977,  VVAW

 made  the  campaign  to  Free  Ash-

 by  Leach  its  major  area  of  work
 The  case  was  seen  as  a  drama-

 tic  example  of  vets  being  used

 once  by  the  rich  as  their  can-

 non  fodder,  and  upon  returning

 to  the  states,  being  tossed  a-
 side,  More  than  just  another

 hard  luck  case,  it  also  pointed

 to  the  need  to  break  through  the

 rules  set  down  by  the  owner-

 ship  class  in  this  country  to

 keep  us  in  place,  VVAW  was

 determined  to  bring  the  case

 to  the  American  people,  not  in
 isolation,  but  tied  in  to  the

 struggle  of  vets  as  a  whole,  We

 were  determined  to  wage  strug  -

 gle  to  Free  Ashby  Leach,  not
 because  he  was  some  hero  with

 all  the  answers,  but  because
 we  would  not  allow  the  state  to

 railroad  him  without  a  fight,

 and  to  force  the  giant  corpora-

 tion,  the  Chessie  System,  to
 Honor  the  GI  Bill  for  its  Veter-

 The  campaign  was  highly

 a  chapter  of  VVAW  was
 stablished  in  Cleveland,  the  `
 ite  of  Leach's  trial,  Veterans

 ture  of  the  system  we  live  un-

 der,  and  we  won  a  tremendous

 victory  when  the  jury  found
 Ashby  not  guilty  of  13  counts  of

 kidnapping  and  the  judge  re-

 leased  Ashby  pending  appeal.

 At  the  same  time  there

 has  been  a  loss;  not  seeing

 that  it'  s  the  people  in  struggle

 who  make  changes,  Ashby  de-

 cided  to  go  on  a  hunger  strike
 until  Chessie  honored  the  GI

 Bill.  As  time  went  on,  he  be-

 gan  to  see  less'and  less  clear-
 ly  from  the  lack  of  food  which

 affected  his  reason,  He  de-

 manded  that  his  wife  have  their

 baby  at  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors

 Monument,  and  when  that  failed

 and  the  baby  was  born  in  a  hos-

 pital,  he  attempted  suicide,  The
 press  picked  this  up  and  used  it

 to  say  that  Ashby  was  crazy
 all  along.  But  Ashby  was  not
 crazy  when  he  took  the  Termin-

 al  Tower  last  August,  and  VVAW

 was  correct  in  taking  up  and  wa-

 ging  the  campaign,  This  lat

 episode  does  not  change  the
 facts,  the  successes,  or  ou:
 determination  to  wage  more
 battles  in  the  future,

 WE  DON'T  HAVE  TO  TAKE

 Ashby  was  a  Navy  mec
 who  served  with  the  Marine:

 in  Vietnam  and  was  wounded

 Upon  release  from  the  servi

 he  got  a  job  with  the  Chessie

 Railroad  System  as  an  appre
 tice  mechanic,  He,  like  ma
 other  Vietnam  vets,  request
 the  GI  Bill,  and  like  other  ví

 was  turned  down,  He  began
 write  letters;  with  his  wife

 he  picketted  a  meeting  atten:

 by  the  president  of  the  railrc

 After  5  years  of  going  throu;

 the  system,  he  not  only  did  ı

 get  the  GI  Bill  but  was  fired,

 blacklisted  by  the  railroad,
 and  slandered  as  a  malconte

 who  was  dirtying  the  railroa

 "image.  '

 Frustrated,  he  learnec
 like  millions  of  us  that  ''re-

 dress  of  grievances'  througł

 the  system  works  only  for  th

 rich,  But  he  did  not  give  up:
 instead,  he  went  to  Clevelan:

 to  the  international  headquar

 ters  of  the  Chessie  System.
 He  went  to  the  36th  floor  of  t

 Terminal  Tower,  to  the  offic

 of  Chessie's  president,  and
 with  a  shotgun  demanded  tha
 Chessie  honor  the  GI  Bill  fo:

 Vietnam  veterans,  The  pre:
 dent  was  gone,  but  some  of!
 flunkies  were  in--a  vice  pre

 dnet,  his  male  personal  sec!

 tary,  and  executive  secretar

 to  the  president,  among  othe

 Ashby  detained  them  for  9  h

 until.  Chessie  agreed  to  Hono
 the  GI  Bill,  Ashby  was  then

 arrested,  charged  with  exto!

 tion  (demanding  the  Bill),  fe
 lonious  assault  (bumping  a

 man  on  the  head,  not  even

 drawing  blood),  possession  <
 a  dangerous  weapon  (an  unlo:
 ed  sawed-off  shotgun  stuffed

 with  letters)  and  13  counts  O!

 kidńnapping.

 STOOD  FOR  ALL  VET‘

 VVAW  saw  that  the  ma
 demands  were  just.  More  i
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 In  January  1977,  VVAW

 made  the  campaign  to  Free  Ash-

 by  Leach  its  major  area  of  work
 The  case  was  seen  as  a  drama-

 tic  example  of  vets  being  used

 once  by  the  rich  as  their  can-

 non  fodder,  and  upon  returning

 to  the  states,  being  tossed  a-
 side,  More  than  just  another

 hard  luck  case,  it  also  pointed

 to  the  need  to  break  through  the

 rules  set  down  by  the  owner-

 ship  class  in  this  country  to

 keep  us  in  place,  VVAW  was

 determined  to  bring  the  case

 to  the  American  people,  not  in
 isolation,  but  tied  in  to  the

 struggle  of  vets  as  a  whole,  We

 were  determined  to  wage  strug  -

 gle  to  Free  Ashby  Leach,  not
 because  he  was  some  hero  with

 all  the  answers,  but  because
 we  would  not  allow  the  state  to

 railroad  him  without  a  fight,

 and  to  force  the  giant  corpora-

 tion,  the  Chessie  System,  to
 Honor  the  GI  Bill  for  its  Veter-

 ans,

 strate

 ild  not

 |  The  campaign  was  highly
 successful,  Vets  from  across

 the  country  joined  in  the  cam-

 paign;  a  chapter  of  VVAW  was
 established  in  Cleveland,  the

 ite  of  Leach's  trial,  Veterans
 and  non-vets  began  to  learn

 jand  see  more  clearly  the  na-

 ture  of  the  system  we  live  un-

 der,  and  we  won  a  tremendous

 ed  victory  when  the  jury  found
 Ashby  not  guilty  of  13  counts  of

 kidnapping  and  the  judge  re-

 leased  Ashby  pending  appeal.

 At  the  same  time  there

 has  been  a  loss;  not  seeing

 that  it'  s  the  people  in  struggle

 who  make  changes,  Ashby  de-

 cided  to  go  on  a  hunger  strike
 until  Chessie  honored  the  GI

 Bill.  As  time  went  on,  he  be-

 gan  to  see  less'and  less  clear-
 ly  from  the  lack  of  food  which

 affected  his  reason,  He  de-

 manded  that  his  wife  have  their

 baby  at  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors

 Monument,  and  when  that  failed

 and  the  baby  was  born  in  a  hos-

 pital,  he  attempted  suicide,  The
 press  picked  this  up  and  used  it

 to  say  that  Ashby  was  crazy
 all  along.  But  Ashby  was  not
 crazy  when  he  took  the  Termin-

 al  Tower  last  August,  and  VVAW

 was  correct  in  taking  up  and  wa-

 ging  the  campaign,  This  latest

 episode  does  not  change  the
 facts,  the  successes,  or  our
 determination  to  wage  more
 battles  in  the  future.

 WE  DON'T  HAVE  TO  TAKE  IT

 Ashby  was  a  Navy  medic
 who  served  with  the  Marines

 in  Vietnam  and  was  wounded,

 Upon  release  from  the  service

 he  got  a  job  with  the  Chessie

 Railroad  System  as  an  appren-

 tice  mechanic,  He,  like  many
 other  Vietnam  vets,  requested
 the  GI  Bill,  and  like  other  vets

 was  turned  down,  He  began  to
 write  letters;  with  his  wife

 he  picketted  a  meeting  attended

 by  the  president  of  the  railroad.

 After  5  years  of  going  through

 the  system,  he  not  only  did  not

 get  the  GI  Bill  but  was  fired,

 blacklisted  by  the  railroad,
 and  slandered  as  a  malcontent

 who  was  dirtying  the  railroad's

 "image.  "

 Frustrated,  he  learned
 like  millions  of  us  that  ''re-

 dress  of  grievances"  through

 the  system  works  only  for  the

 rich,  But  he  did  not  give  up;
 instead,  he  went  to  Cleveland

 to  the  international  headquar-

 ters  of  the  Chessie  System.
 He  went  to  the  36th  floor  of  the

 Terminal  Tower,  to  the  offices

 of  Chessie's  president,  and
 with  a  shotgun  demanded  that
 Chessie  honor  the  GI  Bill  for

 Vietnam  veterans,  The  presi-
 dent  was  gone,  but  some  of  his
 flunkies  were  in--a  vice  presi-

 dnet,  his  male  personal  secre-

 tary,  and  executive  secretary

 to  the  president,  among  others,

 Ashby  detained  them  for  9  hours

 until:  Chessie  agreed  to  Honor
 the  GI  Bill,  Ashby  was  then

 arrested,  charged  with  extor-

 tion  (demanding  the  Bill),  fe-
 lonious  assault  (bumping  a

 man  on  the  head,  not  even

 drawing  blood),  possession  of
 a  dangerous  weapon  (an  unload-
 ed  sawed-off  shotgun  stuffed

 with  letters)  and  13  counts  of

 kidńapping,.

 STOOD  FOR  ALL  VETS

 VVAW  saw  that  the  man'  s
 demands  were  just.  More  im-

 portant,  in  Ashby'  s  resistence

 there  was  a  spark  that  could

 be  ignited,  Vets  in  particular
 and  the  American  people  as  a

 whole  could  gain  inspiration
 from  his  act  of  resistence  and,

 through  the  campaign  could  get
 a  better  insight  into  the  true

 nature  of  a  system  that  puts
 profits  above  people.  The  case
 also  brought  up  the  question  of
 war  and  how  vets  are  sent  a-

 round  the  world  to  defend  mar-

 kets,  resources  and  profits  for
 the  rich,  only  to  return  to  un-

 employment,  broken  promises
 about  benefits,  and  butchershop
 VA  hospitals,  Ashby  was  nota
 lone  hero  and  we  did  not  take

 his  case  out  that  way.  To  the

 contrary,  we  pointed  out  how

 he  represented  millions  not

 only  in  his  problems  but  in  his
 refusal  to  succumb,  The  slo-
 gan  "Fight,  Don't  Starve'  be-
 came  a  reality  as  did  '"Use

 Once  and  Throw  Away,  '

 THE  NATIONAL  CAMPAIGN

 As  part  of  getting  out  the
 word  about  the  case  and  to

 build  for  a  national  demonstra-

 tion  in  Cleveland,  VVAW  spon-

 sored  a  national  speaking  tour

 for  Ashby.  He  spoke  on  radio
 show,  on  TV,  held  interviews

 with  newspapers,  Demonstra-
 tions  were  held  in  a  number  of

 cities  as  part  of  the  tour,  The

 Chessie  System  became  so  un-
 nerved  that  they  sent  spies  out

 to  follow  the  tour,  put  shills  in

 the  audiences  to  spread  lies,

 and  even  pretended  to  be  news-

 men  in  order  to  get  information

 on  VVAW  members  building  the

 campaign,  As  one  of  their  in-
 ternal  memo's  said,  the  case
 could  be  ''the  kiss  of  death  for

 Chessie,  '"

 Large  gatherings  of  vet-
 erans,  workers  and  students

 were  held,  Ashby  spoke  about
 his  case;  representatives  of
 VVAW  spoke  to  the  broader  is-
 sues  of  Vietnam,  war,  and  the
 situation  of  veterans  overall,

 Some  of  these  meetings  were

 extremely  successful  as  the
 one  in  Boston  can  attest.  A-

 bout  200  people  attended  a

 fund-raising  dinner  which  was

 built  broadly.  Vets  from  the

 audience  testified  to  their  own

 anger.  An  unemployed  World
 War  II  vet  spoke  of  the  prob-
 lems  he  had  had  with  disabili-

 ty  payments,  about  how  his

 wife  was  in  the  hospital,  but
 that  they  had  decided  it  was

 important  for  him  to  show  sol-

 idarity  with  Ashby  and  come  to

 the  dinner,  and  how  he  was  go-
 ing  to  Cleveland  to  let  the  sys-

 tem  know  where  he  stood,  This

 was  repeated  in  city  after  city

 with  Ashby's  case  unleashing
 anger  against  the  way  we  have
 to  live.

 While  these  events  were

 highly  successful,  there  were
 still  errors  made,  The  cam-
 paign  could  have  been  taken

 out  further  and  more  broadly.
 The  tour  became  a  kind  of  end

 in  itself  rather  than  part  of  an
 overall  campaign.  Activities
 to  continue  the  campaign  and
 build  for  a  national  demonstra-

 tion  in  Cleveland  were  not  plan-

 ned,  Many  chapter  members
 thought  that  people  would  come
 to  the  demonstration  on  their

 own--that  it  was  not  necessary

 to  continue  to  build  the  strug-

 gle  and  make  the  campaign
 come  alive,  This  meant  that

 the  anger  and  interest  of  some

 new  vets  began  to  subside,

 In  Cleveland  a  Defense

 Committee  (the  ALDC)  took

 shape,  made  up  mostly  of
 veterans,  The  Committee
 took  the  case  up  with  a  ven-

 geance,  leafletting,  hanging

 banners  over  freeways  during

 tush  hours  to  proclaim  Free

 Ashby  Leach,  spraypainting,
 postering,  and  creating  an  at-
 mosphere  where  the  case  could
 not  be  ignored,  Deep-seated
 support  for  the  case  was  dis-
 covered,  but  at  the  same  time

 people  kept  question  'breaking
 the  law,  '  and  ''taking  hostages,  ''
 This  was  met  head  on.  We  re-

 sponded  that  the  question  was
 not  what  Ashby  had  done  but

 what  the  system  had  done  to
 him  and  millions  of  veterans,

 We  brought  out  that,  in  Amer-

 ica,  '"justice'  was  spelled
 "just-us  rich,  '  and  that  for
 us  there  was  no  alternative

 but  to  fight,  Fight  we  must
 or  we  will  end  up  like  the  old
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 World  War  II,  a  just  war,
 directly  or  indirectly  affected

 every  nation;  left  major  port-

 ions  of  the  world,  like  Europe
 in  ruins  and  the  people  of  the

 world  in  turmoil.  The  US  late
 entry  into  the  war  came  after
 much  of  the  devastation  was  com-

 plete  and  their  allies,  though  not
 defeated,  had  suffered  immense
 hardship  and  casualties.

 Before  entering  the  war,
 American  arms  and  munitions

 manufacturers  stacked  up  incre-
 dible  profits  as  well  as  every

 other  sector  of  the  US  economy,
 benefiting  from  the  temporary

 boom  which  accompanied  the
 war.

 The  deserts  of  Africa,  the

 bitter  Italian  campaigns,  central
 and  Eastern  Europe,  Asia,  the
 steaming  jungles  of  India  and

 Burma,  island  hopping  in  the

 Pacific--these  and  other  places
 witnessed  the  pain  and  suffering
 of  the  American  GI,  As  the  war

 came  to  an  end,  these  same  sur-

 vivors,  sick  of  war,  looked  for-

 ward  to  returning  home.  But  the

 rich  had  other  plans,  They  made
 a  killing  on  the  war  but  mo  re  im-

 portantly  had  scooped  up  much  of
 the  markets  and  territory  of

 Japan  and  Germany,

 During  that  period  US  Sena-

 tor  Tunnel  stated  the  ruling

 class'  position  quite  well  when
 he  stated,  'It  would  be  an  ano-

 malous  position  for  the  US  to

 occupy,  after  putting  up  the  men,

 the  money  and  enduring  all  the
 sacrifices  these  mean,  to  have
 our  country  precluded  from  the

 February  15,  1945.

 Fortunately  for  Senator  Tun-

 nel  and  the  ruling  class  he  spoke
 for,  "liberation'  held  a  com-
 pletely  different  meaning  for  mil-

 lions  of  people  in  China,  Viet-

 nam,  Korea  and  the  world  over.

 These  people  looked  ahead  to

 total  independence  after  many

 years  of  subjugation  by  one  ma-
 jor  power  after  another,  This
 ran  in  direct  conflict  with  the

 plans  of  the  US  and  other  im-

 perialist  powers  after  the  war.

 The  obvious  answer  for  the

 US  rich  in  this  situation  was  to

 pack  up  their  standing  armies
 around  the  world  and  shift  them

 to  where  they  could  best  be

 used--again,  They  assumed
 that  the  WWII  veterans  would
 stand  silently  by  and  go  where

 they  were  told,  like  'good'"  sol-

 diers,  The  ruling  class  and  mi-
 litary  had  made  a  mistake  they
 would  soon  regret.

 While  GIs  waited  to  go  home

 the  troop  ships  were  carrying
 arms  to  the  Dutch  in  Indonesia,
 to  the  French  in  Indochina  and

 to  Chiang  KaiShek  in  China,  On
 several  occasíions,  homebound
 GIs  were  bumped  off  ships  to

 make  way  for  Asian  arms  ship-
 ments.  The  grumbling  turned  to

 real  anger  when  GIs  in  Europe

 were  notified  that  they  were  go-

 ing  to  be  transferred  to  Asian
 "occupation"  duty.  The  senti-
 ments  of  the  GIs  were  summed

 up  best  by  a  pamphlet  written  by
 GIs  in  Manila  in  1945-6.  Itread
 "According  to  war  department
 spokesman,  'demobilization'  is
 proceeding  with  alarming  rapid-
 ity.  Alarming  for  whose  point

 of  view?  Alarming  to  the  gene-
 rals  and  colonels  who  want  to

 go  on  playing  war  and  not  go
 back  to  being  Captains  and  Ma-
 jors?  Alarming  to  businessmen
 who  stand  to  make  money  having
 their  investments  rebuilt  at  Ar-

 my  expense?  Alarming  to  the
 State  Department,  which  wants

 an  army  to  back  its  imperialism
 in  the  Far  East?"

 The  GIs  who  were  put  on

 trains  protested  by  hanging

 signs  from  the  trains'  windows

 reading  '"Why  do  we  go  from

 here?"  and  'Shanghaied  for  the
 Pacific.  '"  Huge  letter  writing
 campaigns  by  the  GIs  and  their

 families  to  Congress,  full  page
 newspaper  ads  and  endless  ap-
 peals  were  of  no  avail,  Gradu-

 ally  the  GIs  transferred  their

 anger  into  action,  The  GIs  at

 Camp  Shelby,  Miss,  booed
 down  a  general  trying  to  explain
 the  delay  in  demobilization.
 These  GIs  were  frọm  the  all-

 Black  95th  Division,  and  had

 śuffered  enough  at  the  hands  of

 racist  officers  to  be  highly  sup-
 portive  of  the  GIs  overseas,  suf-

 fering  a  similar  repression.

 In  December,  the  GIs  in

 Asia  exploded,  On  Christmas
 Day,  1945,  4,000  men  held  a

 march  carrying  banners  that
 read,  "WE  WANT  SHIPS!"  Re-
 ferring  to  a  strike  then  going  on
 in  the  States  of  some  225,000

 General  Motors  workers,  their
 commanding  officer  said,  "You
 men  forget  that  you're  not  work-
 ing  for  General  Motors.  You're
 still  in  the  Army,  '  but  the  sol-

 dier  could  see  the  growing  pow-

 er  of  mass  action,  On  January
 6,  again  in  Manila,  several
 thousand  GIs  held  two  marches

 that  were  broken  up  by  the  MPs.
 On  January  7,  2,500  men  mar-

 ched  to  the  commanding  gene-

 ral'  s  headquarters  once  again
 demanding  ships  home,  Their
 leaflet  noted  that  'The  State

 Department  wants  the  Army  to

 back  up  imperialism.,  '  That

 night  as  many  as  20,000  GIs

 attended  a  mass  meeting  de-

 manding  the  right  to  go  home
 and  supported  the  rights  of  the
 Asian  people  to  self-determina-

 tion,  without  coercion  from  the

 Army.

 .  These  actions  sparked  the
 flames  of  GI  resistance  around

 the  world;  January  7,  2000  GIs

 at  Camp  Boston,  France;  Jan  8
 protests  from  6,000  in  Saipan;
 3,  500  GIs  on  Guam  held  a  hun-

 ger  strike.  On  Jan  9,  18,000

 protested  on  Guam;  1,000
 marched  in  Paris;  1,800  sent
 support  telegrams  from  London;
 5,  000  marched  in  Frankfort  with

 many  arrests;  5,000  marched
 in  Calcutta;  15,000  in  Hawaii  amd
 there  were  smaller  demonstra-
 tions  in  Maryland  (Andrews

 Field),  Yokohama,  Japan  and
 Rheims,  France,

 The  brass  became  frantic
 threatening  arrests  and  courts-
 martial,  they  gagged  the  GI

 newspapers  and  tried  to  cover  up
 the  news  in  the  public  press.

 Even  Eisenhower  himself  recog-
 nized  the  seriousness  of  the  Back

 Hane  Movement  by  labeling  it
 "hysteria,  ''

 But  it  was  too  late,  The  GIs

 were  moving  on  to  higher  forms

 of  organization.  In  the  Philip-
 pines,  a  Soldiers  Committee
 was  set  up  with  delegates  repre-
 senting  139,000  GIs.  The  Sold-
 iers  Committee  elected  a  Cent-
 ral  Committee  and  continued  to

 ca  rry  out  plans  and  agitation
 against  the  Brass,  On  Jan  13,
 1946,  in  Paris,  another  commit-
 tee  released  one  of  the  most

 famous  documents  in  the  history
 of  GI  resistance,  the  Enlisted
 Men's  Magna  Carta.

 500  elected  delegates  for

 GIs  around  Europe  met  to  write

 grievances  againstthe  military.
 On  Jan  13  they  released  the  En-

 listed  Men'  s  Magna  Carta  to  the
 press,  It  demanded  that  all  offi-
 cers  serve  a  term  of  at  least  one

 year  as  enlisted  men  and  that  all

 the  privileges  including  clubs,
 separate  eating  facilities  be  e-
 liminated,  that  the  court-mar-
 tial  boards  include  enlisted  men
 and  that  the  current  Secretary

 Continued  on  page  11
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 Continued  from  page  10

 „Movement
 of  War,  Patterson  be  removed

 and  that  the  Magna  Carta  be  pre
 sented  to  the  US  Senate,  The
 committee  also  established  a
 "GI  Liberation  Committee'  to
 fight  for  the  demands  of  the  Mag
 na  Carta.  -

 Faced  with  open  rebellion

 the  US  rich  instructed  the  Army
 to  give  up  to  the  GI  demands  to

 come  home,  Ships  quickly  ap-

 peared  in  Europe  and  Asia,  In
 less  than  6  months  the  Army

 dropped  from  8  million  to  about
 1  1/2  million,  The  GIs  had  won.
 The  Chinese  -and  Vietnamese

 would  win  later.

 The  Back  Home  Movement

 effectively  stalled  plans  for  an
 invasion  of  China  and  destroyed

 American  plans  for  a  war  with
 the  Soviet  Union,  For  the  second

 time,  as  in  the  Soviet  Union  in

 1920,  American  GIs  would  re-

 fuse  to  fight  against  a  popular
 revolution  in  another  country,
 this  time  in  China.  Some  20

 years  låter  the  spirit  of  GI  re-
 sistance  would  once  again  sur-

 face  as  GIs,  veterans  and  mil-

 lions  of  people  in  the  US  took  to
 the  streets  in  protest  of  the  war
 in  Vietnam.

 The  Back  Home  Movement

 showed  the  power  veterans  and

 GIs  had  to  bring  the  US  ruling

 class,  their  legislators  and
 military  to  their  knees,  The
 Back  Home  Movement  won  a

 tremendous  victory.  The  Back
 Home  Movement  stands  as  a

 tribute  to  the  enthusiasm  and

 ability  of  GIs  and  veterans  to

 organize  and  take  control  of
 their  own  lives  in  the  enforcing

 arm  of  US  imperialism-the  mi-
 litary.

 In  1976,  14  Black  Marines

 attempted  to  attack  the  Ku  Klux

 Klan  and  all  it  stands  for  at
 Camp  Pendleton,  California.
 The  Marines  going  up  for  trial

 have  the  full  support  of  VVAW.

 The  Marine  Corps  brass

 has  takén  the  position  that  this
 action  of  the  Black  marines  is

 totally  divorced  from  the  Klan

 activities  preceding  it.  Some  of
 the  Klansmen  on  the  base  have

 been  transferred.  None  of  the

 Klan  have  been  punished.

 The  following  are  excerpts
 from  an  interview  with  Lance

 Corporal  Anthony  Mathews,  one

 of  the  Camp  Pendleton  14.

 Q.-  What  led  up  to  the  situation
 of  the  13  and  the  climate?

 A.-  They  say  that  everybody  is

 equal  in  the  Marine  Corps--

 there  is  no  prejudice.  But  for  a

 person  who  has  experienced  the

 Marine  Corps  (they)  say  this  is

 definitely  not  true.  There  is  a
 considerable  amount  of  preju-

 dice  in  the  Marine  Corps  toward

 Blacks,  Chicanos,  Indians,  Sa-
 moans.  ..and  other  ethnic  groups.

 Q.  -  Did  the  Brass  know  about
 the  existance  of  the  Klan  before

 the  incident  happened?

 A,  That's  kind  of  hard  to  answer

 because  they  were  made  aware

 of  the  amount  of  prejudice  that

 was  going  on  and  some  of  the

 things  that  were  happening  and

 things  they  were  doing  was  out

 in  the  open.  So  it  was  very  hard
 for  them  not  to  be  aware  of  them

 even  though  they  might  not  have
 been  told  face  to  face,  It  still

 would  be  kind  of  hard  for  them

 not  to  be  aware  of  something

 that  was  happening  in  their  par-

 ticular  area...especially  with  a
 lot  of  things  happening  that  could
 be  considered..you  know,  racial
 disturbances.

 Q.-  What  did  the  other  GIs,  like
 the  white  GIs  think  about  the

 Klan  activity?

 Ā.-  You  can't  say  all  the  whites

 in  the  Marine  Corps  are  like
 that.  (There's)  a  lot  of  whitesin

 the  Marine  Corps  that  are  ag-

 ainst  it  and  are  trying  to  get  this

 thing  out  of  the  Marine  Corps.

 There  opinion  is.  .(it)  was  not

 doing  them  no  good.  It's  not

 really  doing  anybody  any  good.
 This  is  1977  and  this  stuff  should

 be  dead.,

 Q.  -  Do  you  think  the  Klan  has  a

 right  to  be  on  the  base  or  organ-

 izing  anywhere  ?

 A.-  Well,  when  I  signed  up  for

 the  Marines  they  asked  me  a  lot

 of  questions  about  belonging  to
 this  or  that  radical  group  or  ex-

 tremist  organization.  ..I  think  it

 was  wrong  for  them  to  be  in  the

 Marine  Corps  to  organize,  and
 I  think  it's  wrong  anyway  to  have

 such  an  organization  as  the  Ku
 Klux  Klan  which  is  mainly  built

 on  holding  down  people.

 đ

 (i

 ILLL LEL LLLA
 Racist  trash  being  put  out  by

 KKK  at  Camp  Pendleton,

 Q.  -  Do  you  think  that  all  the  ev-

 idence  pertaining  to  the  Klan

 was  brought  out  in  the  Article

 32  hearings?  Were  they  allow-

 ing  all  the  information?

 A,-  No.  Because  everytime  ev-
 idence  pertaining  to  the  Klan

 was  brought  in  it  was  pushed

 aside  as  being  either  irrelevant
 to  the  case..,"'It  had  nothing  to

 do  with  what  happened'',  "You're

 going  far  afield''..these  were
 the  words  they  were  using.

 Q.  So  they  were  limiting  it  to

 the  night  of  the  incident?

 A.  That's  all  they  were  con-
 cerned  with.

 Q.  Why  do  you  think  the  Corps
 hasn't  come  out  with  a  state-

 ment  against  the  Klan  yet?

 A.  That's  a  question  I  can't
 answer.  I'd  like  to  know  myself.

 Q.-  Do  you  think  the  Klan  has
 been  rooted  out  of  Pendleton?

 A.-  Definitely  not.  Definitely

 no.  It's  still  here  and  they're

 still  organizing  here.  They
 might  have  calmed  down  a  little

 bit;  kept  their  stuff  under  cover
 a  little  bit  more,  but  as  far  as

 being  rooted  out--no.

 Q.  -  This  is  a  question  about

 South  Africa.  What  do  you  think

 about  the  system  of  Apartheid?

 A.  How  can  one  small  group  of
 people  tell  the  majority  how  to

 run  the  country?  It's  a  majority
 of  Blacks.  The  Blacks  are  the

 ones  working  in  the  mines,  work-

 ing  in  the  fields.  They're  the
 ones  bringing  in  most  of  the  in-

 come,  if  not  all  the  income,  and

 enjoying  none  of  the  benefits...

 So,  as  far  as  this  Apartheid,

 it's  completely  wrong,  com-

 pletely  backwards.  The  system
 shouldn't  be  there.  I  think  some-

 thing  is  going  to  happen  to  des-

 troy  that  whole  system,  Definite-
 ly  people  over  here  should  take

 an  interest  in  it.  Like  they  said,
 you  know,  the  US  has  a  lot  of
 interests  over  there  in  Africa

 and  they're  trying  to  push  it  off

 on  us  like,  "Well,  we  really

 don't  have  nothing  going  on  over

 there,  '"  but  they're  making  plen-

 ty  of  money--the  people  over

 there--which  I  think  is  wrong..
 they're  condoning  it.  So  I  think
 people  in  the  US  should  take  a

 definite  interest  in  tryiņg  to  stop
 what  is  going  on  over  there  and

 try  to  help  the  Blacks  get  con-

 trol  of  what  is  rightfully  theirs.

 *  k  k  k

 Nearly  20%  of  the  military
 is  madé  up  of  Blacks,  Because

 of  the  superhigh  unemployment
 and  oppressive  conditions  of

 many  of  the  inner  cities  Blacks

 are  forced  into  the  military.
 And  while  they  say  that  once

 you  enter  the  military  you  are-

 n't  Black  or  white,  just  green,
 national  discrimination  is  a

 fact  of  life.  In  Vietnam  a  dispro-
 portionate  number  of  Blacks
 were  killed.  Less  than  honor-

 able  discharges  are  given  to  a
 disproportionate  number  of

 Blacks.  And  they  say  there  is

 no  prejudice  in  the  military!
 The  case  of  the  Pendleton  mar-

 ines  is  another  clear  example

 of  how  this  is  an  outrageous  lie.

 There  is  no  justice  in  national

 discrimination  and  it's  right  for
 Blacks  and  whites  to  stand  up
 and  fight  against  the  attacks  like
 the  case  of  the  Pendleton  14.

 A  march  and  rally  in  sup»
 port  of  the  Pendleton  marines

 will  be  Held  on  Saturday,  June  4
 at  1  PM  in  Balderama  Park  in

 Oceanside,  California.  For  in-
 formation  contact  the  San  Diego
 Chapter  of  VVAW,  PO  Box  8054

 San  Diego  CA  92102,  Telephone
 (714)  232-9846.

 WE  MAY  HAVE  FOUGHT
 FOR  THEM  ONCE,

 THEM  NOW!
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 estal--but  probably  tò  get  a  bet-
 ter  angle  to  watch  tłem  dance.

 And  probably  some  of  the  red,

 white  and  blue  veterans  got  a

 little  red  when  the  girls  start-
 ed  to  undress,  white  when  the

 girls  danced  right  in  front  of
 them  and  blue  for  what  was  on

 their  minds.

 LEGION  HOLDS  A  PARTY

 The  American  Legion  is  an

 organization  that  comes  out  in

 favor  of  everything  that's  back-

 wards,  but  frankly  we're  glad

 to  hear  that  they  still  get  a  kick

 out  of  having  sex,  but  en  masse
 The  National  Commander  of  the  AL  asked  this

 Now  the  American  Legion  has  a

 new  twist  on  these  get-togethers

 --instead  of  talking  about  it,
 they  act  it  out.

 The  raid  on  the  stag  party

 was  conducted  by  four  police

 officers  from  Redlands.  They
 made  the  bust  1/2  hour  before

 the  door  prize  was  awarded.

 Now,  most  people  know  that

 door  prizes  are  usually  handed

 out  later  on  in  the  evening.  So

 what  were  the  police  agents  do-

 ing  for  the  whole  evening--cro-
 cheting  home  sweet  home  sam- and  with  a  door  prize  is  a  little

 to  decadent  for  most  vets  who

 see  the  real  strength  that  comes

 plers?
 And  speaking  of  degenerate

 There's  one  thing  you  got

 to  hand  the  American  Legion.

 When  they  do  something,  they
 do  it  up  big.  Take  for  instance,

 their  recent  sodomy  party  in
 Redlands,  California.  Accord-
 ing  to  an  Associated  Press  story

 printed  in  the  Long  Beach  In-

 dependent  Press  Telegram  19
 persons  were  arrested  in  a  raid

 at  an  American  Legion  stag  par-

 ty  that  featured  ''nude  dancing

 girls  having  sex  with  spectators

 for  a  night.  ''

 raising  event  for  you.  But  one

 trying  to  raise.  Knowing  that

 waving  rootin'  tootin'  rah  rah

 God  and  America  organization

 they  engaged  in  a  stag  party

 kinky  sex  stories,  one  of  their
 idols,  General  Edwin  Walker
 was  picked  up  again  for  having
 his  hands  in  some  other  man's

 pants.  Now  what  we  think  would

 be  real  fitting  for  these  disgust-
 ing  episodes  is  to  have  General

 Walker  give  a  speech  to  Red-

 lands  American  Legion  Post
 #650  on  how  to  open  your  zipper
 in  cadence  while  thousands  of

 working  people  burn  down  their
 meeting  hall.

 out  of  personal  relationships
 with  women.

 But  the  American  Legion
 in  Redlands  stands  as  an  exam-

 ple  of  how  perverted  this  organ-
 ization  really  is.  There's  noth-
 ing  wrong  with  a  bunch  of  vets
 getting  together,  having  a  few

 beers  and  telling  war  stories

 .  .  .but  many  times  some  vets

 war  stories  always  get  around

 to  what  kind  of  sex  they  had.

 Feiffer

 Humanity  ]

 Vietnam  Veterans  Against
 the  War  (VVAW)  is  a  nationwide

 organization  of  veterans  from

 all  wars  which  fights  for  the
 needs  of,  vets  and  stands  shoul-

 der  to  shoulder  with  working

 people  in  our  common  struggle
 against  the  rich  man's  system.
 VVAW  chapters  across  the  coun-

 try  are  building  a  national  cam-

 paign  to  Extend  and  Expand  the

 GI  Bill,  are  demanding  Jobs  or

 Income  Now,  and  are  saying
 that  We  Won't  Fight  Another
 Rich  Man's  War.

 VVAW  grew  ©Out  of  te  move
 ment  against  the  Indochina  War

 as  veterans  of  that  war  joined

 together  to  fight  against  UJ  in-
 volvement.  And,  as  the  US

 government  was  forced  to  with-

 Mijwaukee

 Action  Hits

 Welfare  Dep./
 Recruiters

 Members  of  Vietnam  Veter-

 ans  Against  the  War,  Youth  In
 Action  and  the  Unemployed  Work-

 ers  Organizing  Committee  dem  -

 onstrated  on  May  17th  at  the

 County  Welfare  Board  (CW  B)  in

 Milwaukee  to  protest  the  turning
 over  of  the  names  of  all  males

 18-30  years  old  to  military  re-
 cruiters.

 Today  with  high  unemploy-

 ment  among  youth  and  vets,  we

 are  constantly  bombarded  with

 slick,  well  produced  recruiting
 pitches  for  the  military  aimed

 at  youth  who  are  unemployed  or

 working  at  less  than  survival

 wages,  The  rich  in  this  country

 are  gearing  up  for  another  war

 and  they  want  the  working  class

 to  provide  the  bodies.

 This  action  on  the  part  of

 the  County  Welfare  Board  is  an

 obvious  attempt  to  have  the  re-

 cruiters  lure  young  people  off
 the  welfare  rolls  and  into  the

 military.

 Upon  hearing  of  this  out-

 rage,  VVAW,  YIA  and  UWOC

 gathered  at  the  Board  office.

 They  began  with  a  picket  line,

 speaking  to  passersby  by  bull-
 horn  and  informing  the  public

 and  press  about  this  outrage.

 Shortly  after  they  arrived,

 they  were  able  to  meet  with  the
 Director  of  the  CWB  who  had

 nothing  to  say  outside  of  refus-

 ing  to  stop  giving  the  names  to
 local  military  recruiters.

 draw,  VVAW  began  to  turn  its

 attention  to  the  way  in  which
 veterans  have  been  used  once

 and  then  thrown  away.

 Membership  in  VVAWiis

 open  to  veterans  and  others
 who  want  to  build  the  veterans'

 struggle.  It  includes  selling
 The  Veteran  (the  VVAW  nation-
 al  newspaper),  wearing  a  VVAW
 button  and  paying  dues;  all  mem

 bers  are  encouraged,  as  much
 as  possible  to  participate  in  the

 activities  of  local  VVAW  chap-
 ters.  VVAW  is  a  democratic
 organization  with  major  deci-

 sions  made  by  the  membership

 at  periodic  regional  and  nation-

 al  meetings.  For  more  infor-
 mation  on  joining  VVAW,  con-

 tact  the  local  chapter  or  the
 VVAW  National  Office,  P,  0O,

 Box  20184,  Chicago,  IL  60620.
 (1312)  651-1583.  ,

 Following  the  meeting,  peo-

 ple  from  the  various  organiza-

 tions  remained  in  the  hallway

 discussing  this  attack  with  wel-

 fare  applicants.  At  this  point

 the  Sheriff's  deputies  attempted

 to  cut  off  discussions  by  seizing

 a  UWOC  member  and  detaining
 him.  They  took  him  to  a  back

 room  and  slapped  him  around

 before  releasing  him  without

 pressing  any  charges.

 The  attack  upon  the  welfare

 recipients  and  upon  the  demon-

 strators  has  generated  more
 activity.

 Currently,  charges  have
 been  filed  against  the  deputies
 who  illegally  detained  and  struck

 the  UWOC  member.  A  citywide

 mobilization  to  force  the  County

 Welfare  Board  to  stop  releasing
 the  names  of  the  welfare  males

 to  the  military  recruiters  is  in
 motion,
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 Chicago  -  Vets  lead  off  demonstration  of  over  200  workers.

 Marching  through  the  city's  south  side  they  chanted  in  both

 English  and  Spanish.  At  the  end  of  the  march  a  ceremony

 was  held  to  honor  the  Haymarket  Square  martyrs  of  1886.

 A  4  ES  7  pa  VE  a  MUTES  EIAS
 Bay  Area,  California  -  VVAW  contingent  marches  with  500
 people.  Vets  marched  behind  a  banner  proclaiming,  "Fight
 the  Rich;  Not  Their  Wars',  and  stating  also,  'It's  the  work-
 ing  class  we're  fighting  for.  ''

 May  Day,  1977.  Demonstra-
 tions  and  celebrations  around  the

 world.  Millions  of  workers  from
 the  US  to  China  marked  the  In-

 ternational  Workers  Day  with

 bright  banners,  marches,  par-
 ties,  festivals  and  militant

 speeches  celebrating  the  victor-
 ies  of  the  working-class  during

 the  past  year  and  expressing  the

 determination  to  'build  the  strug-

 gle  against  all  exploitation  and

 oppression  in  the  year  to  come.

 In  25  cities  around  the  coun-

 try  May  Day  demonstrations

 were  held.  In  New  York  City  450

 people  marched  behind  a  huge

 float  with  a  large  May  Day  sym-

 bol  on  it,  depicting  the  unity  and

 strength  of  workerę¢  .  They  ral-
 lied  at  Union  Square,  the  tradi-

 tional  cite  of  large  May  Day  ral-

 lies  in  the  past.  In  Chicago  over
 200  people  marched  and  rallied
 in  the  city's  south  side.  In  San

 Francisco  over  500  people  came
 together  to  celebrate  Internation-

 al  Workers  Day.  In  Birmingham,
 Atlanta,  Boston  and  other  cities
 workers  and  others  came  to-

 gether  bringing  with  them  the
 spirit  of  woring  peovle  standing

 YP-  Banners  proudly  proclaimed
 the  slogans  of  this  year's.  May

 Day:  Fight  Don't  Starve,  Fight
 the  Rich  -Not  Their  Wars,  Work-

 ers  Unite  To  Lead  the  Fight  Ag-
 ainst  All  Oppression,  and  Down
 With  the  System  of  Wage  Sla-

 very.  All  these  slogans  point
 to  the  4irections  that  the  work-

 ing  class  struggle  is  taking.

 In  many  cities  VVAW  march-

 ed  in  separate  contingents.  In
 Los  Angeles  25  vets  marched
 with  the  workers.  In  New  York

 City  VVAW  marched  behind  a

 "Fight  the  Rich-Not  Their  Wars''

 and  in  Chicago  vets  led  the  May
 Day  march.  In  Minneapolis
 VVAVW  and  the  Revolutionary
 Student  Brigade  organized  a
 May  Day  celebration.

 While  May  Day  is  a  working
 class  holiday,  veterans  have  a
 special  interest  in  taking  part
 in  these  activities  as  most  of  us

 are  sons  of  the  working  class
 and  in  the  class  ourselves.  Hav-
 ing  served  in  the  imperialist

 military  many  vets  have  seen

 the  way  they  are  used  to  fight

 in  the  interests  of  the  ruling
 class  only  to  come  home  and

 fight  the  ruling  class  everywhere
 --on  the  job  and  in  the  commun-
 ities  we  live  in  in  order  to  sur-

 vive  in  a  system  that  cares  only

 for  their  own  gold-lined  pockets
 and  use  working  people  like

 slaves  chained  to  the  mines,

 mills,  factories  and  plants.

 One  of  the  vets  in  a  May  Day

 speech  put  it  out  there  clear  as
 to  what  vets  think,  'We  vets

 were  used  to  fight  for  the  rich,

 but  not  anymore,  Look  where

 we  are  today,  It's  International

 Workers  Day  and  we're  fighting

 along  with  the  right  side--the

 winning  side  in  the  battle-~and

 that's  the  working  class  side.

 To  Hell  with  the  rich.  Fight  the
 rich,  not  their  wars!''

 This  May  Day,  as  was  true

 of  the  workers  holiday  in  the

 past  few  years,  workers  are

 gaining  strength  and  power  and

 organization--seeing  that  there
 is  an  alternative  to  laying  down
 and  taking  things  as  if  that's  the

 natural  order  of  things.  This

 May  Day  a  special  slogan  was
 put  forward--Seize  the  Time  in
 "77,  Build  a  National  Workers

 Organization.  This  organization
 will  be  formed  in  Chicago  on
 Labor  Day  this  year  and  was  a
 part  of  the  tasks  laid  out  for

 the  working  class  for  the  upcom-
 ing  year.

 At  the  May  Day  celebration
 in  Chicago  one  worker  summed

 up  what  this  organization  will  do.

 He  said,  "This  organization
 must  be  rooted  in  the  plants  and

 industries  based  against  speed-
 up,  wage  cuts  and  attacks  on  our

 living  standards.  But  it  also
 must  be  at  all  times  a  vehicle

 to  rally  the  ranks  of  the'working
 class  inside  and  outside  the  un-

 ions  to  deal  with  the  burning
 questions  that  face  us:  the  threat

 of  war,  unemployment,  discrim-
 ination  and  countless  attacks.  ''

 In  all  the  cities  worker  af-

 ter  worker  stood  up  and  told  of

 how  they  are  fighting  against  at-

 tacks,  In  Philadelphia  a  transit
 worker  talked  about  the  long

 strike  they  waged  recently.  In
 New  York  hospital  workers  car-

 ried  a  banner  stating  "We're
 proud  to  march  with  our  fellow

 The  spirit  of  May  Day  can

 best  be  summed  up  by  a  speaker

 from  the  Revolutionary  Commu-

 nist  Party  who  stated,  ''The
 road  forward  is  the  road  of  hard

 struggle,  and  only  through  strug:
 gle  comes  progress,  Out  ofall  .
 the  battles  that  rage  wherever

 there  are  oppressors  and  op-
 pressed  will  be  forged  step  by

 step  the  unity  and  understanding
 to  wage  and  win  the  decisive

 battle,  to  tear  down  the  capital-
 ist  prison-house  and  then  con-

 tinue  the  struggle  until  mankind
 has  been  freed  from  all  forms

 of  slavery.  The  future  belongs
 to  the  working  class--We  must
 dare  to  make  it.''
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 a  steady  decline  in  the  availabi-

 lity  of  the  GI  Bill  with  an  up-
 swing  in  restrictions  and  red

 tape  procedures  to  discourage
 those  who  receive  or  wish  to

 receive  it.

 There  is  a  direct  relation-

 ship  between  the  attacks  on  the
 GI  Bill  to  attacks  on  education

 and  growing  unemployment.  Ma-
 ny  of  us  vets  have  come  to  de-

 pend  on  the  Bill  as  an  essential

 supplement  to  our  income  or

 the  only  income.  We  have  liter-

 ally  been  backed  to  the  wall.  We

 have  to  fight  or  be  crushed.  It's

 that  simple.

 The  fight  to  maintain  pre

 and  advance  payments  has  taken
 various  forms  as  vets  become

 |  aware  of  the  attacks.

 Cuban  mercenaries  occupying
 Angola  --standing  in  for  the  USSR

 In  San  Diego,  VVAW  mem-

 bers  leafletted,  held  meetings

 and  drew  up  a  petition  around

 the  question  of  pre  and  advance

 payments.  On  April  1st,  they
 held  a  demonstration  of  about

 30  vets  from  four  different

 schools  in  the  San  Diego  area,

 at  the  regional  VA  building.

 It  was  a  good  start  for  the  vets

 of  the  San  Diego  area.  They

 plan  to  continue  building  the

 campaign  in  an  ongoing  way  that

 ments  for  vets.  They  have  filed
 a  class  action  suit  on  behalf  of

 all  vets  in  the  area  to  win  back

 the  payments.  The  suit  has  the

 potential  of  making  the  struggle
 known  to  a  much  wider  audience

 in  Southern  California,  At  the

 same  time  VVAW  members  re-

 Continued  from  page  5

 as  a  base  for  the  invasion,

 Some  countries  which  don't

 stand  to  gain  economically  or
 militarily  are  supporting  the

 current  government,  The  Or-
 ganization  of  African  Unity--

 composed  of  the  heads  of  state

 of  independent  African  coun-

 tries--supports  Mobutu.  Egypt
 has  sent  pilots  to  help  run
 Zaire'  s  airforce,  China,  long
 a  supporter  of  liberation  strug-

 gles  has  sent  military  aid  to  the
 current  government,  Their  aid
 no  strings  attached,  Why  do
 thesé  countries  take  this  posi-
 tion  ?

 alize  that  the  courts  serve  tne  |

 interests  of  the  rich  in  this

 country  and  are  not  depending

 upon  the  courts  for  victory--

 emphasizing  the  suit  as  a  tactic

 to  popularize  the  battle.

 In  Milwaukee  VVAW  launch,

 ed  the  campaign  for  prepayment
 at  the  University  of  Wisconsin-

 Milwaukee  on  May  10th.  After

 the  school  agreed  to  advance

 payment,  vets  at  UWM  discov-
 ered  that  the  school  was  elimin-

 ating  deferred  tuition;  a  means

 by  which  vets  can  attend  school

 until  the  checks  show  up.  VVAW

 members  responded  with  an  im-

 mediate  rally  demanding  the  de-

 ferred  tuition  and  prepayment
 be  reinstated.  Vets  in  Milwau-

 kee  saw  the  initial  rally  thatwas

 attended  by  a  large  number  of
 students  as  a  first  local  skir-

 mish  in  a  nationwide  battle  in

 the  fight  for  prepayments.

 In  Tampa,  Florida  at  the

 University  of  South  Florida,  300

 vets  who  were  outraged  at  this
 latest  attack  went  en  masse  to

 the  local  VA  office  to  demand

 some  answers.

 As  the  officials  stalled  for

 time  many  vets  drifted  away

 but  roughly  100+  who  waited
 were  treated  to  the  standard  VA

 dodge  of  '"No,  don't  worry,  this

 won't  happen  here,  "  This  attack

 is  nationwide  and  already  into

 law!  (see  Vets'  Notes  page  2).
 The  anger  of  the  vets  involved
 at  USF  is  an  indication  of  the

 ability  of  vets  to  rise  up  against
 these  and  other  attacks  on  the

 GI  Bill.  This  attack  is  going
 down  everywhere.  We  ask  all

 vets  to  join  with  VVAW  in  build-

 ing  this  fight  into  a  nationwide

 battle.  We  believe  a  good  cam-

 paign  waged  in  a  militant  man-

 ner  can  bring  a  victory  across

 the  country  that  will  point  the
 way  forward  in  all  the  battles

 we,  as  veterans,  take  up.

 It  is  obvious  that  the  peo-
 ple  of  Zaire  don't  gain  a  whole
 lot  from  this  skirmish,  This

 is  not  a  war  of  liberation,  On

 the  one  side  the  U,  S,  and  its

 allies  including  the  government
 of  Zaire  have  control  of  the

 wealth  of  the  country,  On  the
 other  side,  the  Soviet  Union
 and  its  allies  want  that  wealth.,
 In  either  case  that  wealth  is

 taken  from  the  country  at  the

 expense  of  the  people,

 Continued  from  page  9
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 mittee  and  supporters,  VVAW

 among  them,  struggled  with

 him,  We  pointed  out  that  peo-

 ple  had  supported  him  because

 he  had  fought  back,  not  because

 of  his  suffering,  that  what  the

 struggle  needed  was  strong  or-

 ganizers  and  fighters,  not  star-

 ving  martyrs.  The  rulers  of

 the  country  would  be  perfectly

 willing  to  see  people  starve,
 we  said;  in  fact,  time  after

 time  they  have  proved  it  in  a

 thousand  ways.  While  the  strug-

 gle  with  Ashby  has  continued  to
 the  time  of  this  article  being

 written,  Ashby  did  not  see  that
 it  is  not  individuals  but  united

 masses  of  people  *hat  change

 things.  As  his  hunger  strike

 continued,  he  saw  things  less

 and  less  clearly,  until  recently

 when  he  attempted  suicide,

 This  is  a  loss,  The  sys-
 tem  was  not  able  to  kill  him  in

 Vietnam,  it  wasn't  able  to  stop

 him  from  struggling  for  a  bet-

 ter  life  in  the  past,  but  at  the

 present  it  has  been  able  to

 crush  Ashby  by  driving  him  to
 desperation.  We  feel  this  loss.
 But,  it  does  not  change  the  na-

 ture  of  the  struggle  we  waged,

 During  this  campaign  we  won

 many  victories,  and  learned
 many  lessons.,  We  are  better
 armed  to  fight  in  the  future

 because  of  things  we  learned

 in  this  just  fight.  We  intend
 to  use  what  we  learned  to  con-

 tinue  to  build  and  to  direct  the

 anger  of  vets  against  this  pro-

 fit  system,  not  against  them-

 selves  or  their  brothers,

 rebels  be  defeated,  Ifthe  re-
 bels  were  successful,  then  the

 Soviets  would  have  its  (Cuban

 and  Katangan)  troops  entrenched
 in  the  country  and  make  it  more

 difficult  for  the  people  to  rise

 is  revolution,  Also,  the  Soviet
 Union  would  be  in  a  stronger  po-

 sition  militarily  and  be  able  to

 threaten  surrounding  indepen-
 dent  countries,

 This  situation  in  Zaire

 again  points  to  the  everpresent

 and  evergrowing  contention  be-

 However,  this  little  war
 must  end  with  one  side  or  the
 other  as  victor.,  Which  result

 would  be  best  in  the  long  term?

 Which  result  would  bring  near-

 er  the  day  the  Zairean  people
 are  victorious  in  that  libera-

 tion  struggle  started  17  years
 ago  by  Patrice  Lumumba  and

 his  companions?  Progressive
 people  throughout  the  world  see
 that  it  would  be  best  that  the

 Soviet  Union,  Both  countries
 need  to  expand  and  exploit  to

 keep  their  necessary  profits

 rolling  in,  Both  keep  coming
 up  against  the  other  one,  The

 pattern  is  clear,  The  rich  in
 this  country  and  the  Soviet  U-

 nion  are  going  to  get  down  one

 of  these  days,  Just  like  in  Viet-

 nam,  théy'1ll  send  working  peo-

 plé  off  to  fight  their  war.  We

 say,  FIGHT  THE  RICH,  NOT
 THEIR  WARS,
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 Not  all  movies  are  just  sim-

 ple  entertainment.  Some  not  only

 entertain  and  make  big  bucks  for

 its  producers,  but  also  mold  pub-

 lic  opinion  with  their  political

 content.  Such  were  the  'gung

 Ho"  John  Wayne  movies  in  their
 time,  and  such  is  the  recent  re-

 lease,  'Black  Sunday'.  Black
 Sunday  is  a  well  done  thriller;

 an  international  good  guys  vs.

 bad  guys,  where  the  good  guys

 are  tough  and  brave  and  the  bad

 guys  are  fanatically  evil.  But
 behind  all  of  the  suspense,  the
 movie  is  a  slanderous  attack  on,

 and  serves  to  misrepresent,  the

 struggle  of  the  Palestinian  peo-
 ple  for  the  restoration  of  their
 homeland.

 The  story  deals  with  a  Pal-

 estinian  woman,  Dahlia  Iyad
 (played  by  Marthe  Keller),  who

 as  a  member  of  the  Black  Sep-

 tember  terrorist  organization
 plans  to  kill  80,000  people  at

 the  Superbowl  football  game,

 (Steelers  vs.  Cowboys),  and
 the  President  of  the  US  who  is

 there  too.

 Her  accomplice  is  Michael
 Lander  (Bruce  Dern,  everybo  -
 dy's  favorite  maniac),  an  ex-
 POW  of  the  Vietnam  war  and

 now  a  pilot  on  the  Good  Year

 blimp.  They  intend  to  hijack  the

 blimp,  then  detonate  a  fragmen-
 tation  bomb  over  the  stadium

 made  of  plastic  explosives  and
 220,  000  fleshette  darts.

 The  Israelis  are  the  ''good

 guys''---in  the  form  of  Major
 David  Kabakov  (Robert  Shaw)
 who  gradually  gets  wind  of  the

 plan  (at  one  point  with  the  aid

 of  the  Egyptian  government)  and

 before  the  movie  ends  displays

 some  super-heroics  that  would
 make  Supe  rman  jealous.

 The  sum  total  of  the  infor-

 mation  given  about  the  just  strug-

 gle  of  the  Palestinian  people  is

 through  the  members  of  this

 Black  September  group.  The
 message  is  clear--theirs  is  no
 just  struggle;  they  are  all  fana-

 tics  bent  on  terrorizing  the
 world  into  submitting  to  their

 "cause."  They  don't  care  who
 they  kill,  everyone  is  their  en-

 emy.  Early  in  the  movie,  Iyad

 records  a  message  that  reads
 in  part,  '...The  American
 people  have  remained  deaf  and
 silent  to  the  Palestinians.  From
 now  on  you  will  share  our  suf-

 fering...We  have  begun  a  year
 of  bloodshed...We  want  to  be

 your  brothers,  the  choice  is

 yours.

 Dahlia,  we  are  told,  was

 born  ín  a  Palestinian  refugee

 camp,  her  father  and  brother

 "The  greate
 SLANDER

 were  killed  by  the  Israelis  in
 one  of  the  Arab-Israeli  wars,

 her  sister  was  raped  and  killed
 and  her  mother  is  dead.  She  has

 dedicated  her  life  to  the  'cause'
 and  her  body  to  serve  the  sexual
 needs  of  whichever  comrade  she

 happens  to  be  with.  Although

 never  said  in  so  many  words,

 the  impression  we  get  is  that  she

 is  'revolutionary'  out  of  person-
 al  revenge.

 On  the  other  hand,  the  mo-

 vie  glorifies  the  Israelis.  They
 are  tough,  serious,  ready  and
 willing  to  do  anything  to  protect
 the  world  from  these  mad  ter-

 rorists.  They  are  seen  crossing
 the  border  into  Lebanon  and  at-

 tacking  a  terrorist  headquarters,
 as  in  the  recent  Entebbe  raid.

 They  beat  and  threaten  to  kill  in
 order  to  obtain  information,

 (whereas  the  US  FBI  is  shown  as

 being  sincerely  concerned  with

 the  due  process  of  law  and  the

 civil  rights  of  citizens!)  ALL
 the  actions  of  the  Israelis  are

 justified...after  all  they  are  the
 ''protectors',  the  underdogs,
 representatives  of  a  ''tough  but

 peace-loving'  little  country
 which  is  just  trying  to  defend  its

 god-given,  2,000  year  old  right
 to  a  homeland  in  the  Middle  East

 The  movie  totally  obscures

 the  fact  that  the  very  existence
 of  the  Zionist  Israeli  state  was
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 created  by  Zionists,  a  move-
 ment  of  some  East  European

 Jews,  headed  by  capitalist  for-

 ces  and  the  aid  of  the  imperial-

 ist  powers  of  the  US  and  Great
 Britain.  Israel  is  an  artificial
 state,  a  Western  settler-colony
 forcibly  implanted  at  the  middle
 of  the  Arab  world.  For  the  state

 of  Israel  to  come  into  being,

 Palestine,  an  Arab  country,  was
 erased  from  the  map  in  1948.
 And  for  the  Zionists  to  realize

 their  dream  of  gathering  Jews

 dispersed  throughout  the  world

 together  in  a  Zionist-ruled  state,
 a  million  and  a  half  Palestinians

 (who  had  occupied  the  land  con-

 tinuously  for  2,000  years)  were

 forcibly  driven  from  their  homes

 and  pushed  into  refugee  camps

 in  the  surrounding  Arab  count-
 ries.

 Everytime  the  Palestinians
 resist  their  oppression  they
 are  attacked  as  fanatic  terror-

 ists.  But  terrorism  has  long

 been  a  weapon  of  the  Zionists.

 In  February  of  1973,  Israeli

 pilots,  flying  in  four  US  built

 Phantom  jets,  shot  down  an  un-
 armed,  civilian  Libyan  airliner
 over  the  Israeli  occupied  Sinai
 Peninsula.  The  plane  had  stray-
 ed  off  course  in  bad  weather  and

 was  headed  out  of  the  area  when

 it  was  shot  down.  One  hundred

 and  six  people  were  murdered
 in  this  act  of  terrorism.

 And  as  insurance  if  the

 viewer  isn't  ready  to  believe

 this  motive  of  being  a  necessary

 "crusader"  against  evil  for  Is-
 rael,  the  movie  offers  the  safe

 theory  of  ''there's  no  sense  to  it

 all  given  by  Kabakov,  as  he

 lays  in  a  hospital  bed  recuper-
 ating  from  wounds  and  says,  "I

 am  tired...I  have  been  fighting

 the  same  war  for  thirty  years,
 have  the  same  enemies,  the

 same  friends,  both  my  sons  are
 dead,  ...there's  no  sense  to  all
 this."

 Another  predictable  slander
 in  Black  Sunday  is  the  character
 Michael  Lander.  He  is  a  decor-
 ated  Vietnam  war  pilot  (total  of

 12  ribbons,  including  the  Silver

 Star  and  Purple  Heart  with
 Cluster,  )  who  was  shot  down
 over  north  Vietnam  while  bomb-

 ing  a  civilian  hospital  and  kept

 in  solitary  confinement  in  a  4X4

 cell  for  six  years  as  a  POW,  In

 a  film  (released  by  Vietnam)  he

 says  that  he  was  shown  the  suf-

 fering  that  he  caused  and  that

 now  he  is  sorry  for  what  he  has
 done.  Also  that  the  DRV  didn't

 punish  him,  that  they  have  no

 animosity  toward  the  American

 people,  only  toward  the  ''war-

 mongers  who  are  responsible,  "

 But  during  the  early  scenes  in
 the  movie  we  can  see  that  this

 man  is  obviously  a  lunatic  and
 the  reason  must  be  that  he  was

 kept  in  solitary  confinement  in
 a  4X4  cell  and  tortured  for  six

 years  in  Vietnam.  When  Lander
 returned  home  he  resigned  his
 commission,  his  wife  divorces
 him  and  he  is  not  allowed  to  see

 his  kids.  His  reasons  for  want-

 ing  to  blow  up  the  Superbowl  is

 apolitical,  demented  revenge;
 "I'm  giving  the  whole  son-of-a-

 bitchin'  country  something  to

 remember  me  by...they  made
 me  suffer,  made  my  life  a  hell

 .  .  .if  they  can  do  it  to  me,  why

 can't  I  do  it  to  them...I'm  doing

 it  for  Margeret  and  the  kids...

 I'm  giving  them  something  they

 won't  forget  for  5,000  years.

 So  Black  Sunday  serves  up

 a  suspense  thriller  that  hasn't

 been  equalled  in  quite  some
 time--a  movie  that  slanders  the

 just  struggle  of  the  Palestinian
 people,  glorifies  Zionist  aggres-
 sion,  paints  the  FBI  as  shackled

 to  "justice'  and  abiding  to  the
 laws,  and  continues  a  now  ster-

 eotyped  slander  of  Vietnam  vet-
 erans  as  crazy  nuts.

 About  the  only  thing  the

 movie  has  going  for  it  is  some
 exciting  scenes  that  would  make

 Sam  Peckinpah  proud.  Other
 than  that  it  could  be  used  as  an

 army  training  film  to  psych  up

 recruits  to  go  fight  to  the  death
 in  the  Middle  East.
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