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LAYOFFS,IMPORTS & LIES

Over the ten-year history
of VWAW one of the most impor-
tant lessons we've learned is
that the rich owning class likes
to have public opicinrn on their
side before they wage war--
they don't have to have it, but
it makes wars a whole lot eas-
ier for them since they have no

intention of fighting the wars
themselves. In the beginning,
the Vietnam War, if not a pop-
ular war, was at least not un-
popular. Few opposed it. But
as the war escalated the U.S.
government couldn't hide its
unjust nature and their criminal
participation. Millions of peo-
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ple in this country and around
the world stepped forward in
lone way or another, opposing
the war. This opposition con-
tributed significantly to ending
it .

Since the war ended,
imes have gotten harder--what
lwith the dollar worth hardly

anything and headlines announ-
cing plant shutdowns and thou-
sands thrown on the streets to
hunt for jobs that don't exist.
From the other side of their
mouths, the "makers of public
opinion" go on and on about
how the economy has stabilized
and how things are
As with the Vietnam War, these
guys will lie to us and turn
reality on its head; they'll say
anything to hide the nature of
their rotten system.

In the last couple of
months there have been massive
layoffs in the steel and electri-
cal industries. These layoffs

"recovering."

are the most publicized but are
only the sharpest examples of
what's happening in the econo-
my overall. "US STEEL Eyes
Southworks Closing," "1000
Laid Off at Five Area Plants,"
"Bethlehem Steel Layoff--7000
at NY, Penn Mills," "Zenith
Slashes U.S. Production--Chi-
cago Plants to Close." These
headlines in boldface type. In
slightly smaller type we read:
"Management Blames Imports,"
"Union Officials Call for Tar-
iff." In the body of the articles
themselves (in small type) we
can read that company profits

Continued on page 11



VETERANS’NOTES
Loans,Work-Study,Eligibility

After months of discus-
sion and dissension, Congress
finally agreed on a set of
amendments to the GI Bill, and
Carter signed them into law in
late November. As usual, the
Veterans Administration will do
as little as possible to publi-
cize provisions of the new bill.
As a result, Congressmen can
go home to their districts and
talk about how they have help-
ed the vet, and still have a
whole collection of new rules
that will cost the VA little
since millions of affected vet-
erans won't ever know what's
in the new bill.

One provision of the new
GI Bill (that is, the old Bill
plus the new amendments) vets
should already know about--
the increase in payments. Sen-
ate and House agreed ona 6.6%
increase which they're calling
a cost of living increase. For
a single veteran that means in-
stead of receiving $292 per
month, the payments have gone
up to $311 per month. The GI
Bill check that should have
come on the 1st of December
(the check to cover the month
of November) should have the
increase on it as well as the
increased amount for October
($292 + $19 (the raise for No-
vember) + $19 (the raise for
October) = $330 for a single
vet). (There was also a cost-
of-living increase of 6.6% for
disability payments--that in-
crease, not a part of the GI
Bill, was passed in October.)
If your check doesn't show the
increase, raise hell with the
nearest VA representative; since
all these increases are taken
care of by the VA's computer
system, there is no excuse at
all for the increases not being
included in December's check.

Before rushing out to give
thanks to your nearest Congress-
man, however, notice the fol-
lowing statistic from the U,S.
Labor Department: the average
worker in the U.S. got a $15
per week pay increase in the
past year; all of it was eaten
up by inflation. So much for
our $19 per month!

Another provision of the
new Bill deals with work-study
programs. These programs pro-
vide hundreds of thousands of
vets with the ability to make a
little money to augment the in-
adequate GI Bill since the jobs
are designed for veterans, and
since working hours can be ad-
justed around school schedules.
Although there is a wide range
of jobs involved, what they a-
mount to is that the VA can buy
cheap labor to do work which
otherwise would require fulltime
workers (at more or less decent

salaries). In the new GI Bill
the hourly work-study allowance
is raised to equal the federal
minimum wage. Just think--all
the way up to $2.65 an hour

(as of January 1, 1978)! If we
did $2.65 worth of work per
hour, we'd hardly get our coats
off by the end of an 8-hour day.

And by 1980, we'll be all the

way up to over $3 per hour!
Third, there are new VA
educational loan regulations.
The amount of the possible loan
is increased from $1500 per
school year (9 months) to $2500;
in fact, what the VA does now,
and will continue to do in the
future, is calculate what they
think the veterans applying for

NEW GI BILL

a loan need based on the indi-
vidual's loan application. The
change in the amount of the to-
tal possible loan does not mean
that vets will automatically get
that much, only that the limit
has been raised. Another pro-
vision of this section is that

Continued on page 14

Standing Up For Oppression

MERCENARIES

American boys exchanging
the easy life of home for the mud
of Africa; getting by on a measly
$500 a month, sacrificing their
lives to defend the last strong-
holds of white civilization agains
the bloodthirsty Black hordes.

Sounds like the midnight
Foreign Legion movie? Well,
it's exactly the kind of crap the
press has been putting out
about American mercenaries who
have found themselves a home
in the Rhodesian army.

What kind of "Mom's ap-
ple pie" are these guys really
defending? In Rhodesia and
South Africa a minority of whites
control the government. The
Black majority is kept as virtual
slaves at the point of a gun. E-
ven the U.S, government has
been forced by public outrage to
pretend to cutoff arms shipments
to these countries. The Black
majority works under slave labor
conditions to produce the gold,
diamonds etc which the rich
class of Southern Africa and the
U.S. grow fat off. The constant
struggle against Vorster in South
Africa and Smith in Rhodesia has
been met with bullets, imprison-
ment and torture. A powerful
liberation movement has grown
up and is now engaging in guer-
illa warfare against the Rhodes-
ian army.

The Rhodesian ruling class
sitting on a powder keg is scram-
bling to strengthen its military
in any way possible. A number
of technically skilled foreign
mercenaries have thus been ac-
cepted into the armed services.
The U.S. with $3 billion worth
of investments in Southern Afri-
ca has gone along with this by
allowing the "volunteers" to
keep U.S. passports and putting
out various forms of propaganda
(CBS Special Reports, newspaper
and magazine articles) to sani-
tize the mercenaries' image.

The democracy and free-
dom these soldiers of fortune
are defending is the democracy
of the white ruling class to de-
cide how it wants to spend its

t

Ex green-beret mercenary back from Fhodesia with fiancee.

His legs were blowm off by

a guerilla land mine.

700

BAD HE WASN'T STANDING ON RIS HEAD!

profits.and the freedom to con-
tinue to ride on the backs of the
Black majority. They enforce
their rule by the same systema-
tic terror and brutal repression
we became familiar with in Vet~

nam
In fulfilling their role as

butchers the American volunteers
show their true colors. In papers
across the country at the begin-
ning of December an article ap-
peared exposing the efforts of
one Major Mike Williams--an
American--on a typical patrol
with the Rhodesian army. A few
highlights:

*Tie a wire around a Black
politician's genitals and force
his daughter to pull the wire in
an effort to make him suck in wa-
ter being poured over his head.

*Pull down the underwear
of the politician's wife and tie
her to a bed whose metal springs
had been heated over a fire.

Yes, these are the same
old stars and stripes boys who
brought us the massacre at My
Lai. Like My lai, it wasn't
just one Lieutenant Calley--or

one Major Williams--who was
responsible, but a systematic
policy of murder and torture car-
ried out by the capitalist class.
Many of the Americans
fighting in Rhodesia will openly
lay cut their reactionary outlook.
Says one ex-Marine, "This is
the only country in the world
willing to stand up and talk ho-
nestly about race relations (apar-
theid--ed) and willing to fight
for what I believe in (slavery &
the open facist rule of the rich--
el One Rhodesian veteran re-
cently returned home to the U.S.
after both his legs were blown
off by a guerilla mine. He is
"without bitterness" according
to news reports. He also learn-
ed nothing. In a press confer-
ence arranged by the American
Security Council, a group of
right-wing fanatics studded with
ex-admirals and ex-generals,
Keith Nelson is quoted as say-
ing, "Rhodesia is the front line
against Communism." If this
sounds familiar, remember the

Continued on page 6
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SUPPORT GROWS IN US

RACIST CRIMES
SPARK STRUGGLE

South African atudenta d1-aplay their anger a"ter their Catholic services are disrupted by police.

New outbursts of rebellion
exploded in South Africa on Oct-
ober 20th in the wake of the lat-
est moves by the racist regime
of Prime Minister Jon Vorster to
crush Black resistance to apar-
theid and white minority rule.
On November 10, police arrest-
ed 626 Blacks including 198
schoolchildren in a house-to-
house sweep near Pretoria. At
the inquest into the murder of
Black leader Steve Biko, the po-
lice were found "innocent" of
any wrongdoing. After watching
this farce, angry demonstrators
protested in front of the court-
house, taking their lives in their
hands. A few days later Biko's
family was arrested for distribu-
ting literature, the same charge
he had been imprisoned on. As
of the 11th of November there
were more than 300,000 Black
students boycotting classes in
protest.

Meanwhile, Vorster's
strongest backer, the racist
ruler of neighboring Rhodesia,
Ian Smith, was sending his fight-
er planes across the border into
Mozambique, leveling many vil-
lages (which Rhodesia called
"guerilla strongholds") and kill-
ing hundreds of womenand child-
ren ("terrorists").

Throughout the world, peo-
ple hurled new condemnations at
the outlaw South African dicta-
torship. These newest outrages,
coming on top of the continuing
rule of brutality and terror that
keeps the Black majority in bond~-
age have made things quite un-
comfortable for even the staunch-
est backers of these regimes.

In an effort to maintain a
position of influence and its im-
age as a "human rights" advo-
cate, the U.S. has attempted to
appear as mediator in Africa and
head off any really severe action
against the Vorster government.
So Carter was forced to take ac-
tion. The U.S. ambassador was
called home for "consultation"
and UN Ambassador Andrew
Young began to circulate a U.S.
position paper around the UN
calling for "limited sanctions"
against South Africa.

Although the UN Security
Council voted a resolution order-
ing all UN members to stop sup-
plying military equipment to
South Africa, the action will

have little effect. This arms
embargo is a joke. There has

been a UN arms embargo against
South Africa for years and it has
never stopped the U,S, or West-
ern European imperialists from

building up the South African
military machine, used solely
for the repression of the Black
majority with occasionally sal-
lies into hot spots like Angola.
The U,S. claime it has obser-
ved the embargo, but next to
Britain and France, it is the
largest arms merchant in South
Africa. It's done by the simple
device of licensing foreign
firms to produce U.S. arms for
shipment to South Africa.

For example, Ford licen-
sed a major Italian arms manu-
facturer, Oto Melara, to produce
the M11A1 armored personnel
carrier for South Africa. Four
hundred have already been deli-
vered. The South African re-
gime has M-47 Patton tanks,
M-41 Walker Bulldog tanks,
Lockheed F104G fighter-bomb-
ers, F-51D Cavalier counter-
insurgency strike aircraft, and
Augusta-Bell Iroquois helicop-

ters--all of these U.S. weapons.

The Carter administration
moves to "enforce" UN sanc-
tions against South Africa, like
previous "compliance" with the
arms embargo, are bald-faced
lies. All their anguished cries
and denunciations of Vorster
and Smith are nothing more than

attempts to cover the embarrass-
ment they've suffered in this
filthy campaign to prop up the
racists in Southern Africa.

The problem facing Carter
and Company is that while they
are here in the U.S, talking
about "human rights" and trying
to present themselves as the
force for change in Southern Af-
rica, their junior partners in
South Africa are in an ever-tight-
ening circle; to maintain their
rule they have to resort to open
repression of all opposition, but
each act of repression only
brings forth new waves of strug-
gle by hundreds of thousands of
Black South Africans in the fight
to overthrow minority rule. Each
new desparate act of repression
only helps to dig their own
grave deeper and exposes them
more in the eyes of the world.
The latest wave of repressicn
shows just how weak the Pretor-
ia regime has become under the
thunderous blows of the masses
of Black people, so weak that it
cannot abide even the mildest
internal criticism of its rule.

The role of the U.S., both
the government and big business,
is also being increasingly ex-
posed. On December 3rd, in
Los Angeles, New York City,
Chicago, and cities across the
South, people marched to demand
an end to U.S. involvement in
Southern Africa and specifically
an end to sales of the Krugerrand.
This gold coin, sold across the
U.S., represents the sweat and
blood of thousands of Black mi-
ners in South Africa and is one
of the economic props of the rac-
ist Vorster government. March-
ers celebrated major victories
in several cities where stores
and banks have been forced to
stop sales of the Krugerrand
and radio and TV stations have
stopped advertising the coin,
all under mounting popular pres-
sure.

Organized by the New Afri-
can Liberation Support Commit-
tees, the December 3rd demon-
strations were joined by a num-
ber of different groups including
VVAW. These coast-to-coast
demonstrations were one more
step in the campaign to support
the freedom fighters of Southern
Africa, saying "VICTORY TO THE
PEOPLES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA" ®
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VICTORY TO THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN

FATIGUES FOR FREEDOM FIGHTERS

¥ VVAW as part of the building for African >iberation Day will be collecting
uniforms ( jungle fatigues & boots and web gear) for a company of freedom

| fighters. As GIs we wore fatigues tocrush the people’s struggles in places

like Vietnam.NOW, THEY WILL BE WORN BY PEOPLE FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM !

DOWN WITH WHITE MINORITY RULE'!

PEOPLE

j

J
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Gls BEAT BACK

Today more and more ef-
fort is being expended by the
rich and their cronies to bury
remnants of the Vietnam war,
to try to make people forget
the blood and destruction of
their wars, and to try to hide
the struggles of GIs who open-
ly revolted against them. They
try to pass off military life as
a job, an education, and a
chance to travel, trying to at-
tract more cannon-fodder into
their military. The U.S.rulers
desperately need to beef up
their armies to protect their
business interest in other coun-
tries particularly under increa-
sed pressure from the other
superpower, the Soviet Union.
These scum will take anyone
who is warm and can bleed so
they can trade lives for pockets
lined with dollars.

NEW STUDY

POWs
Healthier

Who can forget the lurid
tales of torture, isolation and
starvation which flashed across
America when the POW's were
released from North Vietnam.

In a simultaneous telecast,
former POW's in major cities
told how they had been tortured,
how they had had bones broken
in exactly the same places as
they had previous injuries (so
not leaving a trace to show any
more). Men with pot bellies
sat against a wall telling how
they had been made to sit like
that for days without food. On
and on and on they went.

Now, a study by the
Navy's Center for Prisoner of
War Studies in San Diego has
disclosed that Navy pilots who
spent time in North Vietnamese
prison camps are actually more
healthy today than their coun-
terparts who spent the same
time eating Navy rations.

John A. Plag, director of
the center, reported that his
researchers studied 78 POW's
and 78 non-POW's and found
"pronounced" differences in the
physical well-being--and POW's
came out better in every major
category. Admitting that the
findings were "contrary to ex-

pectations, " Plag said it was
probably attributable to the
diet plus the exercises that
most POW's followed during
captivity.

How come the following
headline wasn't splashed
across TV and every major news-
paper--

POW'S COME OFF BETTER
IN VIETNAMESE PRISONS THAN
MEN ON U.S.NAVY SHIPS!

Billboards, magazines
and TV show the grandeur of
"action army, " an "adventure
navy" plus added attractions
of veterans benefits. Once
you sign the dotted line, how-
ever, the real military life be-
gins. An action army really
means to be stationed on field
manuevers and trying to avoid
getting your legs mauled by
the tracks of a tank. Floating
deathtraps and unsafe working
conditions are an adventure, if
you survive them, while doing
time in the Navy. If you can
get out of Marine bootcamp
without getting beat to death
with pugil sticks or lighted by
your DI, you'll live to see your
buddies die or get maimed, and
realize why the Marines are al-
ways looking for a few good
men. The Air Force offers you
a chance to be part of a crew
that can launch cruise missiles,
napalm women and children,
and deliver nuclear bombs pro-
vided your B-52 doesn't die of
old age in mid-flight.

Other good deals include
harassment by the brass, a
lopsided justice system called
the UCM]J, discrimination,
lousy living conditions shoved
down your throat. The louder
they crow about their promises,
more and more GIs get angered
about these lies.

GIs United in Hawaii is
one group of active duty mili-
tary struggling against the sys-
tem that wants to use us once
and then throw us away. They
are united to battle the brass
and the ruling bosses of the
U.S., fighting for enlisted peo-
ple's rights. Through the fights
they wage, they are exposing
the system for what it is.

One recent battle was
waged around a brother, con-
cerned for the safety of his
men and the crew, who refused
an order to work under unsafe
conditions. The USS Hassa-
yampa's boilers had been in
sad shape for a long time. The
leading petty officer (a 1st
class boiler technician with 18
years in the Navy) knew they
were too dangerous to light off
and that extensive repairs were
needed before any attempt could
be made to light them off. But
the commanding officer (who
was trying for the luxury life of
carrier duty) ordered them lit
off anyway. The refusal led to
a bust, a fine and a transfer
via the brass's own uniform
code of military "justice."

GIs united and backed
their brother--his fight for safe
working conditions was their
fight too. They knew that if
the brass got away with it this
time, in the future they would

NAVY

Demonstration near Pearl Harbor in support of the struggle to get

the VRB. This Variable Re-enlistment Bonus was the first promised to
Navy enlistees; then, after they were in, the Navy reneged. A
several year struggle has won back the Bonus.

not hesitate to limp out of port
and offer up the lives of the
crew so U,.S, capitalists could
reap the profits of war. Through
leaflets and petitions they be-
gan drawing more support as
GIs realized the brass care only
about honors, promotions and
rubbing elbows with the rich--
not safety. Weakly, the brass
tried to retaliate by spreading
lies and scaring people with
their UCMJ. The brass tried to
tell GIs they had no rights and
showed how they can bend the
UCMJ at their whim to beat
down "trouble-makers."

As more and more people
supported the struggle, and
more enlisted people saw how
the "navy takes care of its own,"
the command had to back down

before things really got out of
control. Enlisteds won a vic-
tory over the brass! They for-
ced the derelicts in command to
repair the boilers (a $400,000
job) before going to sea and to
reinstate the Boiler Technician
as a first class with back pay,
and to pull the letter of repri-
mand from his record! Only
one battle in the war for decent
working conditions--but this
one was won! For sure, more
attacks will come down the
chain of command, but groups
of enlisted joined together
fighting these attacks--like
GIs United--will bring the
brass to their knees and give
them and their capitalist bosses
a taste of their own dirt. g

VA POLICY

REVOKED

Sometimes, the Veterans
Administration bureaucrats just
don't know when they're well
off. AV.A, supervisor decided
to harass a VVAW member, a
member of the Bay Area VVAW
chapter and a veteran of the
WACs. She had been a member
of a VVAW delegation of 10 vets
who conferred with the VA Di-
rector around benefits for ano-
ther veteran, and when she went
to her work-study job the next
day, the harassment began.

VVAW saw this as a direct
attack--retaliation for jamming
the VA the day before--and went
to the Veterans Affairs Office to
straighten her supervisor out.

By "personal policy, " the

supervisor held work-study pay-
checks for 100 hours even though
the contracts stated that vets
should be paid after 50 hours.
When VVAW jammed the super-
visor, he retaliated by firing
the ex-WAC.

VVAW made it clear that
the chapter was not going to
sit by--that VVAW would take
him on both around harassment
and the firing. And the next
day, the supervisor backed
down. The VVAW member was
re-hired and will be paid after
50 hours. And so will the other
vets who work in his depart-
ment. One more "personal" po-
licy is revoked! -
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FARMERS STRIKE

- o

Over a thousand tractors mass in protest ne
families demand a way out from rising prices while their pay gets lower and lower.

Raavie -
ar Plains, Georgia--farmers

L = I

and their

U.S. farmers are on the
move. Beginning in Colorado,
where banks expect 30% of
the state's farms to go bank-
rupt this year alone, the Amer-
ican Agriculture Movement
(AAM) has grown and spread
to nearly every state in the
union. This movement was
highlighted late in November
when 20,000 farms and family
members demonstrated in
Plains, Ga., driving through
town on 10,000 tractors. Sim-
ilar large demonstrations were
held the same day in other
parts of the country.

The AAM is calling for
farmers to strike beginning
December 14. Farmers are be-
ing called upon not to sell

crops already planted or har-
vested and not to produce any
more until they begin getting
a better price for their product.
CRISIS IN AGRICULTURE
Farmers, who are small
businessmen, are in the midst
of a massive crisis. They are
caught in a gigantic scissors,
with the high costs of machin-
ery, fertilizer, seed, land,
etc., forming one blade and
low prices (often lower than
production costs) farmers re-
ceive for their produce forming
the other blade. The whole
scissors is the monopoly cap-
italists, with the farm equip-
ment monopolies like John
Deere, International Harvester,
Allis-Chalmers, big seed and

fertilizer companies on the

one side and gigantic grain and
produce buying conglomerates,
like Cargill and Continental,
Libby's and Del Monte, along
with the large supermarket
chains, controlling the market
on the other.

And since farmers are
small businessmen, they are
forced to compete and there-
fore keep up with developments
and advances in agriculture,
borrowing capital for expansion.
Bankruptcies on farms have
been high ever since World
War 2, as some farmers couldn't
come up with the capital to in-
vest in new and bigger machin-
ery necessary to complete.
They went under and their more

Mesabi Miners

2,000MARCH FOR STRIKE

In the November issue of
The Veteran there was an article
about the strike of the iron-ore
miners in Minnesota and Mich-
igan, particularly talking about
how Vietnam vet miners were us-
ing some of the lessons they
learned from the Vietnam War to
struggle against the steel com-
panies.

As of mid December, that
strike goes on and is well on the
way to being the longest strike
in the history of the United Steel-
workers Union. An attempt by
the companies to divide the mi-
ners by offering a settlement
which would have included 75%
of the miners (and excluded the
other 25%) was unanimously re-
jected by the Iron Range negoti-
ating committee, following a
march of 2000 miners and their
families in Virginia, Minnesota,
the heart of the strike.

Although the strike has
been pretty much blacked out of

the media, the fact that the com-
panies had to offer to even 75%
of the miners a settlement which
met their demands, shows that

the companies are hurting and
that the united power of the mi-
ners is beginning to be felt in
the pocketbooks of the bosses.m

Official Policy
Vietnam Vets Not
Thrown Away,Here

While Vietnam veterans
in the U.S. are under consis-
tent attack by the government,
their counterparts in what was
North Vietnam benefited from
a wholly different type of poli-
cy toward veterans. The fol-
lowing official policy was in
effect in North Vietnam even
while the war was going on.

"Official policy has been
established that while waiting
for work they will receive the
same salary they got in ser-
vice. ..suitable jobs are to be
reserved for Vietnam veterans
.. .state agencies must reserve

places for wounded veterans. ..
and log jams must be cleared
by opening new classes to
teach special skills...enter-
prises set up by veterans are to
get extra state aid--and loans
at the lowest interest rate (li-
ving conditions of families of
veterans are to be at least as
good as the rest of the popula-
tion)--dependents are cntitled
to direct financial aid--and
children of dead or wounded
veterans are to receive educa-
tional privileges and special
attention throughout their
schooling."®

successful neighbors got big-
ger, by renting more land -

from the banks or famers "lucky"
enough to save their land dur-
ing bankruptcy - and farming
larger and larger acreages.

This continuous necessity
of expansion also squeezes
farmers as the price of new
machinery suffers inflation at
a higher rate than the goods it
helps to grow. As if this was
not enough, farmers in most
states still face a yearly bat-
tle with nature when flood or
drought may destroy the better
part of a year'. work.

While the average fami-
ly farmer may farm 1200 acres
or more, and have over a quar-
ter million dollars worth of ma-
chinery, he often lives on less
in a year than an auto worker -
even when pulling a forty-hour
week in some small factory
during off-season.

Recently, this squeeze
has become sharper. In the
Rocky Mountain states, where
the AAM first took hold, some
one of every four farms is ex-
pected to go bankruot this year.
The price of agricultural com-
modities is not expected to
meet both the costs of produc-
tion or the loan repayment re-
quirements of many farmers.

The AAM is demanding
100% parity, roughly the same
situation that existed in 1973.
The formula for arriving at par-
ity is complicated but it boils
down to this: 100% parity
means that the price the farmer
receives for his crops equals
the cost of production plus a
decent standard of living for
the farmer and his family. The
current parity ratio is 64%.
Very simply, farmers want high-
er prices for their products.

The upsurge of the nation's
farmers is to be welcomed. The
interests of workers and farm-
ers, in opposition to those who
make great wealth off the work-
ing people, should be drawn
tighter, not divided over who
should pay, workers or farm-
ers. The spearhead of the
farmers' struggle must be dir-
ected especially against the
extortion of intergst and fore-
closures by the banks, against
the high prices charged farmers
for equipment, as well as a-
gainst the grain speculators
and the food processors. The
demand that the government
come to the aid of small farm-
ers threatened with bankruptcy
should also be supported.
Make the monopolies pay must
be the watchword during the
current crisis in agriculture.m

—————————————————
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Ruling Class Justice:$1Fine

POLICE MURDER VET

The verdict came in in
early October: the cops were
acquitted of the murder of a Chi-
cano worker and Vietnam vet
and were convicted of a misde-
meanor charge of "negligent
homicide." In a vicious endose-
ment of police murder and in
utter contempt for the lives of
the oppressed, the judge gave
the cops a $1 fine and one years
probation.

On May 2, Je= Campos
Torres had been arrested in a
bar in Houston's East End. The
six arresting officers beat him
unmercifully. When they arriv-
ed at the city jail to book him
for disorderly conduct, the cops
on duty wouldn't accept him as
a prisoner, saying that the ar-
resting officers had to first take
him to the country hospital for
treatment.

Instead of the hospital,
Torres wound up in a secluded
area near Buffalo Bayou. The
six pigs beat him again. Then
one of the badge-bearing bas-
tards, Terry Denso, said, "Let's
see if the wetback can swim."
The semi-conscious Torres was
dumped into the water where he
drowned .

There was tremendous out-
rage in Houston's Chicano com-
munity over Joe Torres' murder.
Because of this, and with the
eyewitness testimony of one of
the cops who decided to break
the police "code of silence,"
two of the murderers were
brought to trial. Part of the lo-
cal ruling class' efforts to vin-
dicate the murderers involved
moving the trial from Houston
to Huntsville, Texas, a small
city 70 miles away where the
main state penitentiary is loca-
ted and employs 30% of the city's

workforce. In addition, there
are almost no Chicanos and few
Blacks living in Huntsville.
The outrageous verdict
and sentence hit like a bomb-
shell. People were furious.
The reaction of the masses of
people scared the hell out of
the rulingciass in Houston.

The struggle to bring the
murderers of Joe Torres to jus-
tice has been the most signifi-
cant battle against police bru-
tality and the oppression of min-
orities to shake Houston in sev-

eral years. The fury of the peo-
ple at this and a series of equal-
ly barbaric police killings has
been organized into powerful
action. Shortly after the court
rulings, and because they were
met with strong, organized and
angry demonstrations, the fed-
eral government was forced to
come out with indictments a-
gainst the killer cops for viola-
ting Joe Torres' "civil rights."

It was an important, but by no
means final, victory.

Even before the vicious
killing of Torres, the Houston
police had earned a reputation
for brutality and murder. last
year, Milton Glover, a Black
vet, was walking through his
neighborhood when two police-
men called him to their squad
car. When Glover instinctively
reached for the Bible he always
carried in his pocket, the cops
shot him dead. Earlier this
year a cop emptied two clips of
his .45 automatic into a dere-
lict wino he claimed was attack-
ing him with children's scissors!
In another incident within the
last two years, a young Black
man was chased to his home by
20-40 squad cars and two helji-
copters for exceeding the speed

Demomstration against Torres murderers in Houston

limit. There he was beaten by
police in front of his parents,
who were pushed around and
called "niggers."

On the initiative of the
Revolutionary Communist Party
and the National United Workers
Organization, a group was form-
ed, People United to Fight Po-
lice Brutality, to provide an or-
ganized way for fighters from
the Chicano community and other
communities to take up the Joe
Torres fight and overall police
terror. .
As the struggle against
Torres' murderers exploded, the
bosses of Houston tried every
tactic they could come up with
to dowse the fire. Groups of
supposed "leaders" of the Chi-
cano community were pushed to
tell people to "calm it." When
People United called for a march,
even the local priests were used
to tell their congregations which
groups they should follow. But
these tactics failed; People
United combatted them at each

and every turn. And when the
mar ch happened, over 400 peo-
ple turned out to show their a.-
ger.

The big response to calls
for mass actions have made it
clear that the people are not a-
bout to be intimidated or sit
back and "have faith" that the
courts will set everything
straight.

The only reason the feder-
al courts have stepped in is be-
cause of the hell raised by an-
gry people in Houston. After so
much bitter experience with the
"wheels of justice" which crush-
ed Joe Torres to death and vindi-
cated his killers, the masses of
people in Houston demanding
real justice have not been side-
tracked. Seven years ago, the
last time the federal courts in
Houston indicted a killer cop,
he was acquitted after a year's
delay. The ruling class and
their police would like to repeat
this, but their plans could well
be vpset by the people, organ-
ized and united!m

Mercenaries
Continued from page 2
statements about why the U.S.
was in Vietnam ?
Asked about the atrocities
reported in U.S. papers, Nelson
«said that he had seen victims
of atrocities but they were all
committed by terrorists. Again
that should sound familiar. And
finally, Nelson, who was an
"armed medic" in the Rhodesian
army, said that the U.S. will
suffer seriously if insurgent for-
ces capture Rhodesia's chrome
and other mineral resources.
He may be right--certain big
corporations may have problems
if the mineral resources return
to the people of the country
where they rightfully belong.
And once again, it's exactly
the same justification used by

the rich to send us off to Viet-
nam. The same rich class which
beat the drums about patriotism
to get us all hot to murder Viet-
namese are trying the same shop-
worn tactic by glorifying these
mercenary scum.

To say that most veterans
aren't falling for all this crap is
an understatement. In fact,
VVAW is launching a campaign
to equip a company of Black li-
beration fighters with uniforms
and boots by May 1978. We
continue to support the efforts
of the African Liberation Support
Committee including their de-
monstration in May which will
pay a call on "human rights"
Carter. As for the bloody terror-
ist scum of the Rhodesian army,
American or otherwise, the peo -
ple of Zimbabwe will find a suit-
able reward for them!mw

White Rhodesian troo
tives, swposedly "inte:
government's claims ab,
their actions show the
in the cowntry,

per holds pistol on Black Rhodesian oap=-

rrogating” prisoners.
out their interest in "majority rule,”
nature of the system they have built

Despite racist
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Miners Face Tough Battle

COAL STRIKE A
TEST OF STRENGTH

On December 5, 130,000
members of the United Mine
Workers walked out of the pits *
and shafts where they daily
mine the coal, and went on
strike. Some of the miners
from Pennsylvania, Kentucky,
West Virginia and Ohio didn't
wait for the strike deadline a-
greed upon by union officials
and the coal operators, but in-
stead showed their defiance by
walking by the thousands two
and three days early.

Labeled as "greedy work-
ers" by the media, the miners
are determined to strike for
months and face the hardships
of a winter without pay in order
to win their demands of higher
wages to meet the rising cost
of living, improved safety con-
ditions in the mines, better ben-

efits, and the right to strike
when they can no longer toler-
ate local conditions.

One group of West Virgin-
ia miners in particular, the Mi-
ners Right to Strike Committee
came under heavy fire recently
for their continual battle with
union hacks and mine owners.
The Right to Strike Committee,
a member organization of the
National United Workers Organ-
ization, have led several suc-
cessful wildcat strikes, parti-
cipated in many others, and
stood up in support of working
people's battles everywhere.
The intention of the rich was to
douse the flames of struggle by
attacking the Right to Strike
Committee and all miners. In-
stead they merely threw more

coal on to the fire.

The opening shot in the
slander war on the miners came
from the mouth of the grandson
of John D. Rockefeller, the man
responsible for the massacre of
miners at the Ludlow strike in
1914, Jay Rockefeller, Gover-
nor of West Virginia stated he
would call out the National
Guard or federal troops to main-
tain coal production in "his"
state. This sent shockwaves
of rage throughout the coal-
fields and across the country.
It frightened no one, but added
to the miners' determination.

The next attempt to dis-
credit the miners came through
the media controlled by the rich.
The newspapers, radio and TV
said the miners must be "ignor-

f

AFTER LUDLOW MASSACRE, MINERS, SOME FéOM NEARBY STATES, FORMED
ARMED SELF-DEFENSE UNITS TO SEEK REVENGE.

ER CUTS RECORD Seme &
Blood Ludlow, Song:: .. 5\ 5.
of Workers’Struggle

Rarely do we get records
or any music that accurately re-
flects the feelings and aspira-
tions of working people in this
country. In the field of country
& western music we occasional-
ly get a song like "Coal Miner's
Daughter" by Loretta Lynn--a
proud song. But, at the same
time she puts out trash like
(I‘hey Don't Make Men Like My

Daddy Anymore." While coal
miners are fighting for a better
life, this song puts out a mess-
age that in the old days the men
worked hard and were happy be-
ing poor, and now they want
too much.

The capitalists in this
country are doing their best to
create public opinion against
the current miners' strike, even

to coming up with a tune "Keep ‘
West Virginia Working" for the

halftime of the University of
In

a West Virginia coal miner, has
written and recorded a new re-
cord, "Bloody Ludlow." While
the words of most songs ignore
people's struggle, "Bloody Lud-
low" talks about workers fight-
ing back and winning.

In the last 100 years there
have been 10 mine wars where
miners have fought for the right
to unionize, for better working
conditions and decent wages.
At Ludlow, Colorado, on Easter
Sunday, April 20, 1914, a bat-
tle was fought against John D.
Rockefeller's goons and his
state militia. Miners, their
wives and their children were
massacred. After the massacre,
miners picked up their guns
and fought back.

The song is a tribute to
these fighters. While Rocke-
feller owned the mines and land
and the state of Colorado, the
miners stood up to fight him.
Hirsch sings with feeling, anger,
determination and optimism and
says, "We'll remember Bloody
Ludlow asa miners' victory
‘cause they fought back."

BLOODY LUDLOW, a 7 33 1/3 rpm record)|
0. V. Hirsch, a coal miner.
Flip Side: “Blood on the Tracks” by the
Chi-Town Fightin’ Machine

Banner Distributors
P.O. Box 417225
Chicago, IL 60641

$2.00 post paid
$2.50 overseas

ant" and that this strike would
be cutting their own throats be-
cause all the major coal con-
sumers are stocked for months;
besides, 50% of the coal comes
from non-union mines. And
what about Christmas? The mi-
ners don't want to suffer the hok
idays without money.

The lies about the stock-
piling around the country are
caving in while the national me-
dia maintains "Everything's just
fine folks." In Chicago alone
U.S.Steel admits they are run-
ning low and the strike has just
begun. Consolidated Edison,
the major power producer for
the city admits their "vast
stockpile" is only good for 3
or 4 weeks.

The miners say they'll
"strike till Hell freezes over."
When a CBS reporter asked a
young miner about how terrible
it will be this Christmas if
they remain on strike, the mi-
ner responded, "I'm a working
man and my son will be a work-
ing man. We may not have a
good Christmas this year but
we're fighting for the Christ-
mases to come--the future.

Even the union hacks,
led by UMW President Arnold
Miller have stopped their pub-
lic attacks on the rank-and-
file miners and admitted it will
be a long strike. Miller pub-
lically stated, "I hope for a
quick settlement through nego-

tiations" but changed his tune
in the face of the miners' fierce
determination. Now he says,
"We won't be out just this
month, but many more to come
until we win." He knows full
well that if he sold out quickly
a majority of miners would wild-
cat until they won.

Now that the bosses' bub-
ble about stockpiles and non-
union coal has burst, the at-
tacks on the miners will just
come out in the open and be
shown for that they really are:
the vicious system of exploita-
tion that bleeds people for pro-
fits. The miners are saying
flat out--We won't live and
work under these conditions

The fight is beyond the
question of money. The right to
walk when the mine is too dan-
gerous to work. The right to
unionize mines as in the 18-
month running gun battle in the
Stern mine in Kentucky where
miners and their wives gain
more support and strength when
the attacks mount. The right
for older and retired miners suf-
fering from black lung disease
to have any future at all.

The rich hope to break the
back of the miners and set the
pace for attacking working peo-
everywhere. The example of
the miners has in the past and
will be in the future an inspira-
tion to working people. The
rich haven't stopped their strug-

J

gle before--and they won't do it
now . @
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Yo Hell With Their National Honor, We Won’t

VETS BRING NEW ME

DECENT BENEFITS
FOR ALL VETS

Voonam bers A

Wreath-laying ceremony during Chicago Vets Day

On Veterans Day, 1977,
VVAW chapters and vets from
coast to coast took a real shot
at the band of thugs who run
this country--the same bunch
that tried to use Veterans Day

a

vets.
people as different as the chant-
ing highschoolers in San Francis-
co (see article on Bay Area), to

This response comes from

middle-aged businessman with

a briefcase who stopped by the

to push their version of "nation- yVAW banner across the street

al honor" and "national pride."
Proclaiming "TO HELL WITH
THEIR NATIONAL HONOR, WE

from the American Legion cere-
mony in Chicago and said "Keep
up the good work," to the 70~

WON'T BE USED AGAIN, " WAW  year-old woman who read a VVAW

took the battle around how vets
are used--to fight wars for the )

leaflet in the Cincinnati public

ibrary and told members of the’

profits of the rich and now again chapter, "I'm with you 100%."

on days like Vets Day to push
for future wars--right into the

The class of people who

run this country don't like what's

home park of the class that rules happening--not one bit! And

this country.

A couple of major points
emerged from the VVAW actions.
First, the American Legion, the
VFW, and other traditional vet-
erans organizations which faith-
fully serve the interests of the
rich do not speak for "all" vet-
erans as they claim. All their
glorification of war, their upside-
down concept of "patriotism"
just does not get over with large
numbers of vets. And despite
the attempts of the media in many
places to set up a conflict be-
tween "older" and "younger"
vets, or World War II vets and
Vietnam vets, this was not the
case either. Vets from all eras
marched with VWAW. There is a
conflict but it is between veter-
ans who stand with working peo-
ple, who see how we were used
once and thrown away, and vets
who support the schemes of the
rich to set us up for their next
war,

Second, VVAW found that
when we run up the banner say-
ing "Fight the Rich, Not Their
Wars" people eagerly respond.
Not just veterans, though many
vets from all wars can appreciate
the experience which has led
VVAW members to this stand,
but non-veterans who are eager
to learn from the experience of

they react in a number of ways
which characterize their rule;
they try to ignore, harass, inti-

midate those who stand in bat-
tle against them. Because the
ruling class owns and controls
the media (though not the many
sympathetic reporters) they can
try to keep information out of
their press or gut the political
message in the process of co-
vering it. But when thousands
of people see a group like VVAW
marching in the midst of a Le~
gion parade (as in the Bay Area)
the media are forced to cover
what wect on. Or they can trot
out the police arm of their gov-
ernment, whether it's the one-
on-one cops at the American
Legion ceremony in New York
City or the cordon of police gi-
ving protection to the Legion in
Chicago like any band of hired
thugs. When people unite and
refuse to be intimidated, and
when large numbers of people
support what is happening, the
rulers can't operate as they
might like.

Our theme, "To Hell With
Their National Honor, We Won't
Be Used Again" says what many
people want to say--no matter
how many Legion or VFW hacks
the rich can display on Veterans

into another of their wars. A-
round Panama, particularly, the
capitalists try to get out one po-
sition (though they try to make
it sound like two positions).
The flip sides of their coin are
the Legion's "Keep 'Our' Canal
in Panama" and send off as many
troops as neces sary to defend
it, or the Carter position which
says "Keep 'our* Canal in Pana-
ma until the year 2000" and send
off as many troops as necessary
to defend it with the consent of
the Panamanian government.
Whether you choose heads or
tails, it's still the same bad
penny that the rich are trying

to pawn off on us, since we're
the ones who are supposed to go
off and fight their rotten war.
‘What they're looking for is
"Heads, they win; tails, we
lose." On Veterans Day VVAW
countered this confusion with
the simple and correct position,
U.S. OUT OF PANAMA NOW--
Panama belongs to the Panaman-
ians, they sweated and died to
build the Canal, and it belongs
to them. The U.S. has no more
right in Panama than it did in
Vietnam. The statement, FIGHT
THE RICH, NOT THEIR WARS
turns the situation rightside up
and points directly at who our
enemy is--not the pecple of Pan-
ama or the people of South Afri-
ca, or the people of the Soviet
Union, for that matter, anymore
than our enemy was the people
of Indochina.

Hundreds of thousands of
Vietnam-era veterans see, from
our own experience, how we
were once used and then thrown
aside with no jobs, bad benefits,
stinking hospital care. Treat-
ment of Vietnam vets is a nation-
al scandal with the media running
consistent stories, President
Carter talking about the situa-
tion, and even the Legion nod-
ding in the direction of saying
there should be jobs for vets.

So they come up with a couple
of sham programs, they'll talk

a lot, and put out movies to
show they have sympathy with
the Vietnam veterans; but, in
the real world, they'll continue
to hope that Vietnam vets and
the lessons of Vietnam will all
somehow disappear. When VVAW
took out JO3S OR INCOME NOW,
and DECENT BENEFITS FOR *.LL
VETS during Veterans Day, there
was great unity around the de-
mands .

Across the country Veterans
Day was a real triumph. Though
VVAW held activities in only 8
cities (in addition to those with
articles on this page, actions

Day, we're not about to be duped {29k Place in New York City, Cin-
———

Front of VVAW contingent duri

cinnati, Minneapolis-Saint Paul,
Los Angeles and San Diego) we
found even more popular support
than we had anticipated. This
came both from veterans of all
eras and from broad numbers of
non-vets. In several of the ci-
ties (see articles on this page)
the ruling class and their stooges
like the American Legion were
clearly on the run--and running
scared. VVAW, with our cam~
paigns for the future, will keep
the heat on!

BAY AREA VETS DAY

(The following article
was written by members of the
Bay Area VVAW Chapter)

Just the other day we
talked to a couple of Vietnam
combat vets. They were mad
because we'd all been through
Hell over there for the rich man
and now we were getting screw-
ed by the rich man's system.
Now, we were about to pass in
front of the Reviewing Stand of
the Veterans Day parade. We
were organized and disciplined,
and angry at the way they try
to use vets on Veterans Day to
glorify war. We carried our
banner proclaiming: "To Hell
With Their National Honor-~
We Won't Be Used Again!"

Suddenly the crowd burst
into applause, then into cheer-
ing! A group of kids raised
their fists, chanting: "Hell No,
We Won't Go!" A photographer
ran to tell us that VVAW was
the only contingent in the whole
parade the crowd cheered like
this for!

The day before, delega-
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into another of their wars. A-
round Panama, particularly, the
capitalists try to get out one po-
sition (though they try to make
it sound like two positions).
The flip sides of their coin are
the Legion's "Keep 'Our' Canal
in Panama" and send off as many
troops as neces sary to defend
it, or the Carter position which
says "Keep 'our" Canal in Pana-
ma until the year 2000" and send
off as many troops as necessary
to defend it with the consent of
the Panamanian government.
Whether you choose heads or
tails, it's still the same bad
penny that the rich are trying

to pawn off on us, since we're
the ones who are supposed to go
off and fight their rotten war.
‘What they're looking for is
"Heads, they win; tails, we
lose." On Veterans Day VVAW
countered this confusion with
the simple and correct position,
U.S. OUT OF PANAMA NOW--
Panama belongs to the Panaman-
ians, they sweated and died to
build the Canal, and it belongs
to them. The U.S. has no more
right in Panama than it did in
Vietnam. The statement, FIGHT
THE RICH, NOT THEIR WARS
turns the situation rightside up
and points directly at who our
enemy is--not the pecple of Pan-
ama or the people of South Afri-
ca, or the people of the Soviet
Union, for that matter, anymore
than our enemy was the people
of Indochina.

Hundreds of thousands of
Vietnam-era veterans see, from
our own experience, how we
were once used and then thrown
aside with no jobs, bad benefits,
stinking hospital care. Treat-
ment of Vietnam vets is a nation-
al scandal with the media running
consistent stories, President
Carter talking about the situa-
tion, and even the Legion nod-
ding in the direction of saying
there should be jobs for vets.
So they come up with a couple
of sham programs, they'll talk
a lot, and put out movies to
show they have sympathy with
the Vietnam veterans; but, in
the real world, they'll continue
to hope that Vietnam vets and
the lessons of Vietnam will all
somehow disappear. When VVAW
took out JO3S OR INCOME NOW,
and DECENT BENEFITS FOR .LL
VETS during Veterans Day, there
was great unity around the de-
mands.

Across the country Veterans
Day was a real triumph. Though
VVAW held activities in only 8
cities (in addition to those with
articles on this page, actions

Front of VVAW contingent during Vets Day Parade in San Francisco

cinnati, Minneapolis-Saint Paul,
Los Angeles and San Diego) we
found even more popular support
than we had anticipated. This
came both from veterans of all
eras and from broad numbers of
non-vets. In several of the ci-
ties (see articles on this page)
the ruling class and their stooges
like the American Legion were
clearly on the run--and running
scared. VVAW, with our cam-
paigns for the future, will keep
the heat on!

BAY AREA VETS DAY

(The following article
was written by members of the
Bay Area VVAW Chapter)

Just the other day we
talked to a couple of Vietnam
combat vets. They were mad
because we'd all been through
Hell over there for the rich man
and now we were getting screw-
ed by the rich man's system.
Now, we were about to pass in
front of the Reviewing Stand of
the Veterans Day parade. We
were organized and disciplined,
and angry at the way they try
to use vets on Veterans Day to
glorify war. We carried our
banner proclaiming: "To Hell
With Their National Honor--
We Won't Be Used Again!"

Suddenly the crowd burst
into applause, then into cheer-
ing! A group of kids raised
their fists, chanting: "Hell No,
We Won't Go!" A photographer
ran to tell us that VVAW was
the only contingent in the whole
parade the crowd cheered like
this for!

The day before, delega-

tions from VVAW chapters in
San Diego and Los Angeles ar-
rived; we put out a call for vets
in the Bay Area to assemble at
Third and Market (in San Fran-
cisco)to join us. As the time
approached, vets wearing their
dd battle fatigues, some with
medals and campaign ribbons,
at least three World War II vets,
Korean War vets and Vietnam
vets gathered for a short rally.
Then, moving out five abreast,
we marched 70 strong to the
start of the parade six blocks
away. (By the time we were to
reach the Reviewing Stand, we
would number 100 strong!) We
passed by high school drill
teams and marching bands,
ROTC cadets and the glaring
eyes of parade officials.

The parade began. As we
rounded the corner on to Market
Street, we were determined to
tell the world that we veterans
will not be used again ! We
will not be used to fight another
rich man's war, and we certain-
ly won't be used on Veterans
Day ‘or any other day to glorify
the rich man's blood-soaked rule
around the world. That's why
they celebrate Veterans Day, and

we were there to turn that around.

We were there to demand jobs,
decent benefits, and that the U-
nited States get the Hell out of
Panama Now!

And turn it around we did!
We were cheered by people all
along the parade. More vets
joined our ranks. One donated
$100 worth of printing to VVAW.
We were greeted with clenched
fists from passersby. The soli-
darity we felt with the people

was overwhelming.

As we counted cadence ard
sang out "Fight the Rich and Not
Their Wars, It's the Working
Class We're Fighting Forl," we
like we'd never marched before.
In the service, marching is one
way they keep you in line. Here,
marching and being organized
made sense--it reflected our de-
termination to turn this “Nation-
al Honor" crap around. It reflect-
ed our determination to fight the
rich for what we need!

The crowd knew this and
joined us in our demands. We
marched by the Reviewing stand
victorious! The hacks on the
stand (made up of VFW and Amer-
ican Legion leadership, military
brass and assorted politicians)
announced to us over the PA sys-
tem, "Alright, you've had your
little fun. We've given you
more time than any other group.
Your time is up, now move on."
The crowd booed them down!
Someone from the back of our
contingent yelled at the officials:
“No! Your time is up!" We
chanted U.S. out of Panama Now!
Fight the Rich and Not Their Wars!
We marched on, leaving the pa-
rade officials looking pretty damn
silly and alone. We had come to
"slap the system in the face,"
and we left stealing the whole
show!

The hacks on the Review-
ing Stand and the rich class they
represent did not want us there
on that day. They did everything
they could to keep us out. lLast
year they flat out denied VVAW

entrance into the Vets Day parade.

This year, we built a whole cam~-
paign around Veterans Day.
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Be Used Again!”--VETERANS DAY 1977

ANING TO OLD DAY !

ing Vets Day Parade in San Francieco

from VVAW chapters in
Diego and Los Angeles ar-
; we put out a call for vets
e Bay Area to assemble at
'and Market (in San Fran-
)} to join us. As the time
ached, vets wearing their
attle fatigues, some with
1s and campaign ribbons,
ast three World War II vets,
in War vets and Vietnam
gathered for a short rally.

, moving out five abreast,
arched 70 strong to the

of the parade six blocks

(By the time we were to
1 the Reviewing Stand, we
d number 100 strong!) We
ed by high school drill
s and marching bands,
> cadets and the glaring

of parade officials.

The parade began. As we
led the corner on to Market
t, we were determined to
he world that we veterans
not be used again ! We
not be used to fight another
man's war, and we certain-
on't be used on Veterans
or any other day to glorify
ich man's blood-soaked rule
d the world. That's why
celebrate Veterans Day, and

ere there to turn that around.

ere there to demand jobs,
it benefits, and that the U-

States get the Hell out of
na Now!

And turn it around we did!
ere cheered by people all
 the parade. More vets
d our ranks. One donated
worth of printing to VVAW.
ere greeted with clenched
from passersby. The soli-
y we felt with the people
it

was overwhelming.

As we counted cadence ard
sang out "Fight the Rich and Not
Their Wars, It's the Working
Class We're Fighting Forl," we
like we'd never marched before.
In the service, marching is one
way they keep you in line. Here,
marching and being organized
made sense--it reflected our de-
termination to turn this “Nation-
al Honor" crap around. It reflect-
ed our determination to fight the
rich. for what we need!

The crowd knew this and
joined us in our demands. We
marched by the Reviewing stand
victorious! The hacks on the
stand (made up of VFW and Amer-
ican Legion leadership, military
brass and assorted politicians)
announced to us over the PA sys-
tem, "Alright, you've had your
little fun. We've given you
more time than any other group.
Your time is up, now move on."
The crowd booed them down!
Someone from the back of our
contingent yelled at the officials:
“No! Your time is up!" We
chanted U.S. out of Panama Now!
Fight the Rich and Not Their Wars!
‘We marched on, leaving the pa-
rade officials looking pretty damn
silly and alone. We had come to
"slap the system in the face,"
and we left stealing the whole
show!

The hacks on the Review-
ing Stand and the rich class they
represent did not want us there
on that day. They did everything
they could to keep us out. Last
year they flat out denied VVAW
entrance into the Vets Day parade.
This year, we built a whole cam-
paign around Veterans Day.

Huge posters and two leaflets
went out all over calling on vets
from all wars to join us. We
held an organizing meeting and
and a VVAW Pancake Breakfast.
We took a slide show and vets
history photo display around to
show how vets from the Revolu-
tionary War to the Vietnam War
have always come home angry at
being used and thrown away by
the rich class, and have always
organized to fight for what we
need! VVAW was on over 14 ra-
dio and TV stations in the weeks
before Veterans Day. We deba-
ted the American Legion and held
a number of talk shows ranging
from 30 minutes to two hours
long. It was the kind of cam-
paign that added up to victory

in the "Battle of Veterans Day"
in the Bay Area. On the week-
end before the parade, almost
50 vets from the West Coast re-
gion marched in a demonstration
for the International Hotel on the
day before the parade. That
night, we had a chow mein and
fried chicken dinner, then saw
the "Battle of the Bicentennial"
film.

Our strength was in the
thousands of-people who knew
and supported what we were
fighting for. That was the real
honor that veterans received
this Veterans Day. And like we
told the hacks on the Reviewing
Stand: Their time is np!

CHICAGO VETS DAY

(The following article is
from Chicago VVAW.)

Veterans Day in Chicago
actually began with the "federal’
Vets Day in October when mem-
bers of VVAW went to the "Eter-
nal Flame," Chicagc's monument
to veterans, and burned dis-
charge papers. Because word
of our action got out across the
city, veterans who had heard
about our plans suited up in fa-
tigues and joined in. Challen-
ging a system which would give
us a "day" but wouldn't give us
jobs, a decent GI Bill, decent
healthcare--and one which was
gearing up to use us CT our sons
in another rich man's war--
VVAW announced our intention
to be part of the city's tradition-
al ceremony on November 11th.

True to our word, we went
to the Mayor's office and, after
we were turned down there, to
the American Legion to demand
a part in the traditional ceremony.
Standing squarely with the sys-
tem, they refused; the Legion
representative informed VVAW

Chicago VVAW member burms homorable
discharge papers during "federal
Vets Day" on October 24th. Papers
were burned in Chicago's "Eternal
Flame," the city's monument to
veterans and drew wide support.

members that "You're all dead--
you burned your discharges!"

A couple of days later,
VVAW was back at the Flame in
the midst of Chicago's Loop to
hand out bad discharges to the
Legion representative, Chicagds
mayor and the governor of the
state. For the third time the
press kept the campaign out in
front of the people of the city.

On November 11th none of
the advertised dignitaries--the
mayor, the governor, the secre-
tary of state--showed up for the
Legion's ceremony. And, run-
ning scared, the Legion actually
moved its ceremony up an hour
so that, by the traditional hour
of 11 o'clock, VVAW had the
entire Plaza area surrounding
the "Eternal Flame" for our cer-
emony. Not only did the city
surround the Legion ceremony
with a phalanx of cops to pro-
tect them, but when one VVAW
member tried to unroll our ban-
ner with the VVAW demands for
the day he was hauled off by
6 undercover cops. When a
middle-aged businessman quiet-
ly told the cops, "I'm watching;
you'll get in trouble," they re-
leased him and he returned to
our ceremony .

In the face of all these
attempts to divert and put off
corfrontation with VVAW, we
didn't slow down for a moment.
When 11 o'clock came, we

Continued on page |3
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ight Carter’s Unemployment Offensive!

MARCHON JAN 21

The January 21st March On
Washington, to confront Car-
ter's State of the Union with
our knowledge of the "State of
Things" is being organized by
the National United Workers
Organization and by the Unem-
ployed Workers Organizing
Committee. Seeing that vets
are especially hard hit by the
crisis in unemployment, VVAW
is joining in these actions and
building to take as many veter-
ans as possible to Washington,
DC and San Francisco. The fold
lowing article is taken from the
Unemployed Organizer, national
paper of the Unemployed Work-
ers Organizing Committee.

If you are tired of pound-
ing the streets looking for work
that isn't there, if you're not
satisfied with the choice be-
tween no work and work with
no pay--march with us in Wash-
ington. If you are fed up with
slave-wage jobs that don't e-
ven keep food in your stomach,
clothes on your back and a
roof overhead--march with us
in Washington. If you refuse
to be used against the fight
of those left on the job and
want to unite and fight the
real enemy--march with us in
‘Washington. If you are through
listening to lies that blame ev-
eryone and everything for the
crisis we face except the gov-
ernment and profit-starved cor-
porations who are the real
cause of our problems--MARCH
WITH US IN WASHINGTON ON
JANUARY 21st!

We never got out of the
last recession and already it's
clear that another one's start-
ing. Shutdowns of steel plants
in Johnstown and Youngstown.
Threats of more in Chicago.
Zenith moving 5600 jobs to Tai-
wan. Tractor plants like John
Deere, Allis-Chalmers, and
International Harvester laying
off around the country and many
look permanent.

JOBS. What about Presi-
dent Carter, elected on the pro-
mise that jobs "is our #1 prior-
ity." What is his "priority ?"
It hasn't been finding jobs.
What's his solution?

Cut unemployment bene-
fits and force people into min-
imum wage jobs. That's what
Carter and Congress have been
dishing out and that's what
they're planning more of. Many
while standing in the unemploy-
ment lines bitterly reflect how
they voted for Carter thinking

ARIN (e
things would get better--in-
Sure,

stead they got worse.
the smiles are still in place,
and nothing's gotten better, but
it's been nothing but cutthroat
attacks since the day Carter

took over. Here's the record:
*Carter's unemployment
bill, P,L.95-15, cut the maxi-
mum number of benefit weeks
from 65 to 39. This is passed
and already in effect. Now
Carter's man in the Labor De-
partment, Ray Marshall, is run-
ning around the country talking

about cutting benefits back to
16 weeks.

*Carter's "workfare" bill
will cut out 700,000 CETA jobs
averaging $7800 a year and cre~
ate 1.4 million workfare mini-
mum wage jobs averaging $4800
a year. Welfare recipients will
be forced to take these jobs or
get their aid cut off entirely.
This bill is now in front of Con-
gress.

*Carter has signed the
Humphrey-Hawkins Bill which
creates NO jobs, despite all
the hot air that.came along with
it. It's just a vague promise to
lower unemployment to 4%,
sometime in the next 5 years.
After a year in office, Carter
has decided--to make another
promise!

Carter, Congress and all
levels of government are hell-
bent on carrying this out, a 1-
2 punch of ripping away our un-

VI l[/\’/h

employment insurance and driv-

ing us into slave labor jobs.
With no benefits they hope to
make sure that the unemployed
will have to offer themselves up
to starvation wages if we are
going to find any work at all.
And for those who can't find
work, they can die for all these
guys care.

We have not forgotten the
sharp recession in 1974 when
unemployment skyrocketed to
11%. As the corporate giants
slowly clawed their way bac
up, they attempted to do it on
our backs--threugh increased
productivity, cutting social ser-
vices right and left, and using
every method possible to use
the unemployed as a lever a -
gainst those left working. Our
unemployment insurance was a
big thing standing in their way,
since it gave us more time to
look for a job paying close to
the job we were thrown out of,
instead of being forced to take
the first thing that came along.

Since then unemplyment
has dropped, but only to 7%.
And the whole thing is blowing
wide open again. This time a-
round they want to make sure
the unemployed are sufficiently
desparate to scab, to take a job
at any wage, to go for anything
that promises the means to keep
body and soul together. To
those left on the job they want
to be able to use
"there are plenty

the threat,

juys

UNENFLOTFHIg
DO/VT RE-UP!

there who would love to have
your job if you don't like it
here."

Carter's attacks are in-
tended to put us all, employed
and unemployed, in a position
where we are less able to re-
sist their attempts to increase
their profits through producti-
vity drives, forced overtime,
job eliminations, and a lower-
ing of our living standards gen-~
erally. Half our class con-
demned to overwork, the other
half to stavation.

These attacks are going
on all across the country. A
bill in the Washington State
legislature calls for all unem-
ployed to be put to work after
15 weeks~--for their unemploy-
ment checks. In Milwaukee,
the County Board is eliminating
general relief and forcing reci-
pients to work for $2 an hour
or to join a $46 a week school
where you "learn to fill out ap-
plications."

In the face of Carter's at-
tacks, unemployed and employ-
ed workers, veterans, men and
women of all nationalities,
have started to organize power-
ful resistance. What we're
saying is:

WE DEMAND JOBS
UNION JOBS AT UNION WAGES!
STOP ALL ATTACKS ON OUR
UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE !

Continued on next pagell

Page 10-Winter -THE VETERAN



To The Veteran,

I recently returned from
a vacation in Europe, through
France and Germany. I would
like to go over some of my ob-
servations as I went through
these countries. Iam a steel-
worker, and my plant is being
hard hit by the crisis in steel.
The companies and the news-
papers lay it out very clear for
us steelworkers: "The threat
is from foreign steel," they
say. We all have to pull to-
gether so your jobs can be sa-
ved. And we have to stop those
greedy foreigners, the Germans
and Japanese, from overproduc-
ing and dumping all their steel
on our market. Their motto is
"Buy American."

1 saw a lot of steel mills
especially in Germany. I would
drive or ride by some that had
as many as 10 blast furnaces.
But the funny thing was only 2
were operating. They had mo-
dern B.O.P, (Basic Oxygen
Process) shops and continuous
casters, and they were not o-
perating. I could not figure
out how they could be overpro-
ducing!

1 was in Germany in the
Army during 1970-71 and there
was no unemployment to speak
of then. The big businesses in
Germany, including the U.S.
Army, imported foreign workers
from Turkey, Yugoslavia and

Continued from page 10

FIGHT CARTER'S UNEMPLOYMENT
OFFENSIVE!

SMASH THE WORKFARE PLAN!

As much as Carter has
tried to keep his plans under
wraps, they have been slammed
in actions across the country
in recent months. There have
been tent cities of the unem -
ployed in several states. The
federal hearing on the workfare
proposal have seen demonstra-
tions in 5 cities. Regional ac-
tions on September 29th in all
sections of the country brought
together hundreds. A number
of union locals have passed re-
solutions condemning Carter's
attacks.

ON TO WASHINGTON

Make no mistake. The sit-
uation is getting worse, and our
only way out is to fight them--
do all we can to beat back ev-
ery attack, and prepare our-
selves, in our understanding
and organized strength, for big-
ger battles ahead. If we fail to
fight now, we'll be that much
less prepared for the future.

Italy. Now there is 4.5% un-
employment and also a big cam-
paign against the foreign work-
ers, all about how they "steal"
jobs from German workers.

It really hit home when I
saw a "buy French" article in
France. It was a lesson in
how Americans are so stingy
and greedy that they will not
let the supersonic jet Concorde
land in the U.S., and how it is
just a scheme of Americans to
ruin the French economy. So,
as the article states, we must
all pull together to save France.

One thing this vacation
showed me, besides a good
time, was that these "Buy Amer-
ican" and "Buy French" cam-
paigns only try to hide the real
cause behind the attacks on our
jobs and our living standards.

They try to blame anything but
the profit-hungry companies we
as well as many foreign work-
ers slave and die for everyday.

The way I see it, it makes
more of a difference what class
you belong to than what country
you live in. And as long as we
fight for the working class, we
have more in common with our
brothers and sisters in any coun-
try than we do with any American
capitalist.

A well-rested steel-
worker

Now is the time to take
the fight to the seat of the gov-
ernment's power--to Washington
DC. In January, Carter will be
making his State of the Union
address. This is the speech
every year when the President
officially sums up his work in
the previous year and his plans
for the future. We can already
hear Carter's 1978 speech:
"Well, this year wasn't quite
as good as I had hoped, but
things could be worse, you
know, after all, and if we all
just stick together and have
faith in me, next year will sure-
ly be better. In 4 or § years,
we might be able to get it to-
gether."

While Carter is smiling in
our face and stabbing us in the
back, employed and unemployed
workers from the Midwest,
South and East will be marching
in the streets of Washington.
Workers from the West Coast
will march in San Francisco at
the same time. We'll pit our
unity and strength directly a-
gainst the lies and against Car-
ter's attacks on the occasion
of his State of the Union speech
which will not go unanswered la

Continued from page 1

are at an all time high. In 1975
Zenith made $31 million in pro-
fits after taxes; U.S.Steel's
earnings are up 4.5%.

What's going on here?
Why the layoffs with record pro-
fits? Are the Japanese people
to blame? Are Korean and Tai-
wanese workers getting rich be-
cause now they have our jobs?
Or is all this screaming about
imports a coverup to hide the
nature of "our" political sys-
tem?

Contrary to the crying of
the owners of these giant com-
panies, imported products are
not."glutting the market." For-
eign steel averaged about 15%
of all steel sold in the U.S. be-
tween 1970-74, went below that
mark for a couple of years, and
may reach 18% this year. Sony,
the largest importer of TVs ac-
counted for only 7.5% of the
U.S. market.

What is happening world-
wide is that the demand for
these products is shrinking re-
lative to what it was a few
years ago. Fundamentally, this
is what happened during the
Great Depression of the 1930's.
This crisis of overproduction in-
tensifies competition among the
company owners, both between
and within each country. Buy-
ers of these products naturally
buy where they are least expen-
sive and they are least expen-
sive where they are most effi-
ciently produced--with sophis-
ticated machines and fewer
workers. Inthe steel industry
the U.S. has built only one new
plant since World War II. Euro-
pean and Japanese plants and
equipment are brand new since
the war. RCA has introduced a
new chassis for their color sets
which is allowing them to sell
for $50-75 below the '76 models.
Companies that don't have the
new efficient equipment and pro-
cesses are forced to speed up
their workers and lengthen the
work day to get more and more
out of them. The harassment is
just like being back in the mili -
tary. Work is back-breaking.

The bosses are making
money hand over fist. But they
are not reinvesting their profits
in new machines to stay compe-
titive on the world market. In-
stead they're investing their
capital where it will have the

greatest return. If plastics, if
nuclear energy, or if investing
abroad yields more thar steel,
then that's where they put their
money. Capital chases after
the highest rate of profit--that's
a law of this system. It happens
whether we want to do anything
about it or not. So we get toss-
ed out of work and can't find
any. Plants close down and run
to parts of the country where
there are no labor unions, or to
foreign countries where the cost
of labor power is a fraction of
what it is here. Many of us
who have been stationed in for-
eign countries know the poverty
that workers there face on a dai-
ly basis. In Korea and Iran,
where many American companies
are building factories, it's a
capital offense to organize for
collective bargaining. Ameri-
can auto companies like Gener-
al Motors and Chrysler own byg
plants in South Africa where the
Black workers still have one
foot in the slave system.

Trapped in an economic
crisis of their own making, the
capitalist bosses try to put the
blame anywhere they can so
long as it's not on themselves.
‘What about the jobs for foreign
workers ? Are we supposed to
give up our jobs so they can
work? Of course not. What
the bosses would really like is
to force us down to the same le-
vel as workers in Taiwan (at 65¢
an hour) or South Korea (25¢ an
hour) with unionizing outlawed
and benefits non-existent. That
would give them the best chance
to increase their profits. And
workers in other countries aren't
going to sit idly by, either--
despite the repression of their
governments, they too are fight-
ing back (see Iran article on
page 12).

Our commanders in gov-
ernment and on the job blame
foreign workers for the state of
the economy. Their lower eche-
lon officers, the editors and
commentators say "Bite the bul-
let and be ready to fight." Ne-
ver do they point the finger at
themselves and their rich man's
system. When we say "Fight
the Rich" we mean our only
choice is to stand up and aim
our blows at the companies who
are strangling us right here;
get down on who is the real en-
emy ;o when the shapers of pub-
lic opinion say "Stop imports,"
or "foreign products (and for-
eign people) are the source of
our problems," the American
people will say: "No Way!

We see through your lies that
try to hide the nature of the
system. Our fight is right here
against you!"s

e —————
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IN IRAN & AROUND THE WORLD

IRANIANS RISING
GAINST SHAH

On November 15th, official
Washington was rocked by dem-
onstrations in protest of the
state visit of the Shah of Iran.
The evening news showed the
Shah and Jimmy Carter and their
wives crying from tear gas the
police had used on the demon-
strators. The demonstration of
6000, consisting mostly of Iran-
ians and led by the Iranian Stu-
dents Association (ISA), had
routed 1500 pro-Shah demonstra-
tors and the police in order to
bring to the nation's attention
their demand, "Down With the
Fascist Shah!" In conjunction
with this demonstration at the
doors of the White House, mas-
sive demonstrations took place
in Teheran, Iran, in the face of
the Shah's police and laws a-
gainst demonstrations.

The Shah's visit was the
culmination of months of back-
room political maneuvering on a
national and international level.
All this scheming was necessary
to reconcile Carter's "human
rights" campaign with the Shah's
well-deser ved image as a dicta-
tor. Jimmy Carter had been elec-
ted President and retains what
popularity he has left by making
promises he doesn't keep and by
standing for high ideals that are
nothing more than a Madison
Avenue, public-relations snow-
job. And one of these high i-
deals is "human rights" which
Carter says he supports for the
people of the world.

For Jimmy, standing up for
human rights is fine in the case
of dissidents in the Soviet Union.
He wants little from the Soviet
Union and can make them look
bad in the eyes of the world--a
justified image. But with the
Shah and Iran it's a different
story. Jimmy and the Shah need
each other even though the Shah
is notorious for his repression
of political freedom for the mass-
es of the Iranian people.

Carter and his kind need
the Shah for two reasons. First
is oil. The rich in this country
do not find it profitable for this
country to become self-suffi-
cient in energy production. They
expect to be importing 60% of
the necessary oil from Iran and
the Middle East by the 1980's
So, they need the Shah to help
hold down the price of oil on the
international market.

The second reason Carter
needs the Shah is as a military
ally. The U.S. and the Sovxat
Umon are contendinm far -
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Iranian students damtmhng agm.nat the Snah in Washington,DC

domination and pushing toward
a third World War. Iran is loca-
ted on the southern flank of the
Soviet Union and is also an i-
dea) base of operations for con-
trol of the Middle East and the
Indian Ocean.

The reason that the Shah
needs the U.S. is that he needs
American arms, advisors (!) and
technicians to build a strong
military in order to hold down
the Iranian people as they rebel
against the Shah's repression.
The U.S. government's National
Security Council estimates that
U.S. arms sales to Iran will to-
tal $15 billion by 1980 while
Carter talks out of the other
side of his mouth about the need
to reduce arms sales in the in-
terest of world peace. And
therein lies Carter's dilemma:
human rights vs oil and a mili-
tary ally. So they called toget-
her their little powwow to talk
things over and to try to present
the Shah as being not so bad as
all reports say he is.

Preparations for the Nov.

15th conference had gone on for
months trying to show what a
kind oli soul the Shah is. His
wife, Farah Dibah toured the
U.S. earlier in the year, receiv-
ing humanitarian awards. Ads
were placed in newspapers wel-
coming the Shah--paid for by
such outfits as the Atlantic Rich-
field Oil Co and Chase Manhat-
tan Bank as well as non-exis-
tent Iranian crganizations creat-
ed for the purpose. They thought
it would be nice to have a pro-
Shah demonstration on November
15th so the Shah tried to buy
some demonstrators. SAVAK (the
Iranian police organization which
combination of the FBI, CIA,

Gestapo and Mafia thugs), oper-
ating freely in the U.S., paid
round~-trip plane fare, hotel
bills, and spending money from
$100-600 for Iranians and As-
syrians to come to Washington
and demonstrate. They were
hoping to get 15-20,000 but fell
far short, so they bolstered
their demonstration with a con-
tingent of SAVAK agents and 700
Iranian soldiers brought in from
Texas where they are being
trained by the U.S. Army. When
the fighting broke out on the
15th, the paid vacationers split,
leaving SAVAK and the Iranian
Army to fight the Iranian stu-
dents. All in all it cost the
Shah millions of dollars to try
to make this rattler look like a
simple garden snake.
3 The effort to paint a rosy
picture of the Shah fell flat on
its face, because the Shah does
not have popular support among
the Iranian people. He is, in
fact, a fascist dictator. The
CBS Evening News on November
15th showed how public televi-
sion in Iran would portray the
Shah's visit. First there would
be a film clip of those cheering
the Shah, and then the anti-
Shah demonstrators would be
shown. The announcer then
would say that these are "pro-
fessional demonstrators" being
paid $10 to demonstrate. He
would tell the Iranian people
that these demonstrators were
Palestinians, not Iranians, and
that they would go and demon-
strate anywhere for anything to
get paid.
The repression of the Shan
goes \\dy beyond Just controlling
unications media. Am-
nesty International estimates

that there are over 100,000 po-
litical prisoners in Iran and doc-
uments the systematic torture

of these prisoners. The strike,
main tactic of working people
for a better life, is outlawed.

Membership in the ISA and other
organizations is punishable by
a sentence of three to ten years.

Despite its oil riches,
life for most Iranians means to-
tal poverty and slavish working
conditions. For example, the
famous Persian rugs are made
by females down to the age of
five (smaller hands are better
for rug making). Because of the
working conditions many girls
face blindness and tuberculosis
when they become adults. For
all this, they get 50 to 75 cents
a day.

In the face of no-strike
,laws, over 60,000 workers in

Iran have been out on strike in
,the last two years. Whenever

! the Shah goes to another coun-
A try, Iranians and others led by

the ISA are opposing him in dem-
onstrations to expose what he
stands for. For instance, after
the Shah left Carter, he went to
France to work out some deals
with French leaders. Thousands
of Iranians and French supporters
demonstrated against him there.
And in Iran itself there
were demonstrations. Ever since
the CIA inspired and backed
coup installed the Shah in power
in 1953, political activity has
been repressed and has remained
at a low level. However, this
time, knowing of the demonstra-
tions in the U.S. and in France,
students marched in Teheran
shouting "Long Live the Student
Movement Inside and Outside of
Iran!" The police met this dem-
onstration with force and one
student was killed. Next,
10,000 took to the streets and
47 were murdered. Again t.2
next day 10,000 demonstrated
and the police killed another
60. The people did not lie down
in response to these murders:
the main commercial district was
shut down, and workers went
out on illegal strikes.

In this country the ISA
went out broadly to the American
people, handing out over a mil-
lion leaflets and appearing on
radio and TV. Despite harass-
ment from the FBI and local po-
lice forces in open collaboration
with SAVAK, and despite the real
danger of deportation to Iran
where torture and possibly death
awaits, the ISA awakened many
Americans to the situation in
Iran and received support from
the American people. While
Carter and his kipd are out look-
ing for the best deal, the people

f [ran--both 1n Iran and around
he world--are fighting for their
freedom against the Shah and
his backers.m
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“BLOODBATH” IN VIETNAM

AGENT EXPOSES MYTH

? o

Liberation of prisoners from Thieu's tiger cages on Cong Son

Island after the liberation of South Vietnam. Cages were built
by American corporations and gquards trained by the CIA.

When the U.S.military was
getting its ass wiped all over
Southeast Asia and the opinion
of people all over the world was
dead-set against U.S. involve-
ment, the U.S, ruling class kept
looking for ways to justify their
war. One of their public-rela-
tions schemes was the statement
that if we pulled out, there would
be a "bloodbath"--that the Viet
Cong would massacre millions of
people. Then, when the U.S.
was finally forced to withdraw,
they still tried to say that the
U.S. was right. TV showed

miles of film of Vietnamese mass-
ing at the U.S. Embassy just be-
fore pullout, clinging to helicop-
ter landing gear as the last chop-
pers took off--all in fear of the
dreaded Viet Cong.

Stories of the bloodbath
were a lie. Films of Vietnamese
desperaté to leave the country
were a deception; the Vietnam-
ese were mainly CIA operatives
and rightly feared for their lives
as opposed to the rest of the
Vietnamese who had nothing to
fear. All this has been revealed
in a book Decent Interval by

Frank Snepp.

Snepp was the top politi-
cal analyst for the CIA in Viet-
nam. He wrote this book not
because he has suddenly seen

the errors of his--and the CIA's--

ways and wants to "expose"
what was going on; ‘in fact, just
the opposite is the case. He
brags about the CIA's treacher-
ous activities. His reason for
writing the book is to defend the
CIA and attack people like Hen-
ry Kissinger and Ellsworth Bunk-
er for pulling out too fast and
leaving CIA operatives in the
lurch. In the course of attack-
ing Kissinger he reveals that
(1) the bloodbath was a CIA fab-
rication with no basis in reality
and (2) that those desperate
Vietnamese gathered at the Em~
bassy during the final days and
clinging to the skids of the hel-
icopters were 400 of Thieu's
secret police, 400 agents of
Thieu's equivalent of the CIA,
70 CIA translators, hundreds of
CIA file clerks and other junior
employees, ex-agents, and
families of these agents. Of
course, their bosses had already
slithered out of the country.

So what is happening in-
stead of the "bloodbath" ? One

answer comes from Dr Hoa Le-
van, a Chicago professor of
radiology, who spent four weeks
in Ho Chi Minh City visiting
his ailing mother. In an inter-
view published in the Chicago
Tribune, Dr Levan, who had
freedom to move throughout the
unified country, observed "My
friends among the Vietnamese
refugees told me I would be
met immediately at the airport
by people who would follow me
wherever I went and would
eavesdrop on all my conversa-
tions. It was not true....I
saw no bloodshed. I heard of
no bloodbath, mistreatment, or
torture."

Dr Levan explained why
there are still people fleeing
the country; "They were mid-
dle class, I suppose, used to
a better life economically.

Now everyone has to labor."

For the new generation
of Vietnamese the new ways
are appealing; Levan described
how his 10-year-old niece is
"so fascinated with the govern-
ment. She lovesit," the Doc-
tor said; "She gets up every
morning at 5 o'clock and cleans
the house. Then goes out and
cleans the street. The streets
are spotless. There is no long-
er trash in the streets."g

VETS....

Continued from page 9

| ’mr, HoHT
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Milwaukee VVAW Chapter at the American Legion ceremony on Vets Day,

stepped off, marching to the
"Eternal Flame" and laying a
ceremonial wreath (carrying the
motto "We Won't Forget, We
Won't Forgive") at the Flame

to hold a ceremony which actu-
ally honored our comrades who
had died in the service of the
rich. Veterans spoke to how
we were used once and then
thrown away; they spoke in an-
ger about how we will not for-
give the rich who used us--
that criminal class which neeas
wars to increase their rotten
profits. A member of Youth in

Action talked about how that
same class will try to get work-
ing ciass youth to bleed for
them in the next war--and how
they are determined not to do it.
Then, banners held high
and singing to much improved
military cadences, the demon-
stration marched through down-
town Chicago. Fists were held
high, horns honked, pedestrians
hurried over to shake hands with
the veterans as the people of
Chicago showed that they sup-
ported an action which said
Fight the Rich, Not Their Wars!

VETERANS DAY IN
MILWAUKEE

(The following article
comes from Milwaukee VVAW.)

On November 11, the rul-

| ing class, represented by their

bootlicking servants of the Amer-
ican Legion and VFW thought
they would have a relatively
clear field to preach "National
Honor, " to glorify how great an
"honor" it is to fight and die

| for their bloodsoaked rule.

At the Milwaukee War
Memorial there are granite slabs
with the names of men who died
in the nation's wars--World War

, World War II, Korea and Viet-
nam. The Legion's great "tri-
bute" to the dead was to consist
of unveiling four mosiacs repre-
senting the four military services.
All in all, it was a disgusting
spectacle.

The Milwaukee Chapter of
VVAW had built for a contingent
to go and make sure there was
no "business as usual." On
Veterans Day, 1977, their voice
was not going to be the only
voice of veterans.

On the morning of the 11th
VVAW met for breakfast and
could see our strength. Among

the people there were Vietnam
vets of all nationalities, Korean
and World War II vets, and a

68 year old widow whose husband
had died at the Veterans Admini-
stration Hospital.

When the Legion and their
cohorts came outside from their
indoor program in order to unveil
the mosaics, we were there to
greet them. Banners proclaimed
VVAW's slogans and demands for
Veterans Day. Whose interests
the Legion serves was graphically
shown when a big, pot-bellied
jerk wearing an American Legion
State Commander's hat pulled out
his badge and walkie-talkie and
announced that he was a Milwau-
kee police officer.

Our response was "So
what? We're vets and this is
our day." He threatened to call
in reinforcements and we chant-
ed, "Fight the Rich, Don't Fight
Their Wars!" When the 21-gun
salute was fired, we all stood
silent, clenched fists raised in
angry defiance. Then, one at a
time, we threw our medals and
discharge papers into the reflect-
ing pool while a local high school
band played the "Star Spangled
Banner."

It was a day that raised
a lot of controversy--and it was
a day that made us more deter-
mined to fight!m
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Kent State

1,500

BATTLE
POLICE,
HORSES,
AND GAS

Officials at Kent State
University have planned to
build a gym on the site of the
murder of four students by the
national guard in a protest a-
gainst the war in 1970. While
other sites were equally con-
venient and even less costly,
they wanted to cover up the
site, the murders, and all re-

: H

We Woirix ForgetWe Wont Forgive

Vier

VVAW contingent leads march during October 22 demomstration at Kent State to protest the plans to

b~

FIGHT THE RicH

build a gym on the site of the murder of four students in 1970,

membrances of people fighting
against that war. (See the last
issue of The Veteran for details)
In response to this there have
been a series of protests de-
manding "Move The Gym."

On Oct. 22, there was
another demonstration and pro-
test which met fierce opposi-
tion by university and state
officials. Court injunctions,
newspaper editorials, threats
from the university president,
arrests of students and hun-
dreds of police couldn't stop
the demonstration. The march,
with members of Vietnam Vets
Against the War in the front
dressed in fatigues, marched
to the rally point on campus.
The police moved in, and the
protestors moved off to another
part of the campus to finish the
rally.

At the conclusion of the
rally, the police moved in a-
gain, this time on horseback.
Students with long poles held
off the horses while the demon-
stration formed up and marched
away. The march moved to
the gym site, and the police
hit with their tear gas, throwing
hundreds of cannisters. The
demonstration reformed. Stu-
dents, angered by this attack,
were ready to take to the hill
which is the gym site.

While more students came
out of the dorms to the gym site,
the demonstration moved to join
them, avoiding the cops as they
marched. The new students
doubled the size of the demon-
stration. Some kept the marchers
informed of the police move-
ments on the sprawling campus.

Others shouted out of their
dorm windows, "Pigs off campus."

Two more assaults were
made on the hill. Each time
the cops let loose with their
gas. Students and vets picked
up the cannisters and threw
them back at the cops until the
final retreat. The whole thing
lasted about five hours, and
when it was over, the cops,
the university and the state
knew they had been in a battle
and knew that if they do build
the gym there they'll pay for
it. The students and vets came
away with a feeling of victory,
having learned how to fight and
feeling the strength of 1500
people fighting to keep alive
the spirit of Kent State and
getting ready for the next pro-
test on May 4th, the 8th anni-
versary of the murder of the
four students.m

Continued from page2
veterans no longer have to get
two banks to turn down their
loan application. In fact, all
that was necessary was for the
vet to walk into a bank and ask
to be turned down for a loan;
most banks had form letters al-
ready available and only needed
a bank officer to sign the letter
to fulfill that requirement.
While it's good to have one
more little harassment removed
from educational loans, it's not
a major change.

Other changes in the loan
program may turn out to be more
significant. (Since the new GI
Bill is just out, Vets Notes is
basing this article on what the
Bill says; interpretations of
the new Bill will no doubt be
coming along from the VA, but
at the time of writing this col-
umn, the VA representatives
don't even know for sure what's
in the Bill.) According to the

new Bill, loans are now avail-
able to veterans who are not
enrolled in fulltime programs
leading to a degree; such vets
need to apply to the nearest
VA office. And, even more im-
portant to many veterans, vet/
students who are enrolled in a
fulltime course at the time their
ten years runs out (what the VA
calls the "delimiting date")
can still get loans for the 11th
and 12th years after discharge.
Other provisions of the
new Bill deal with keeping vets
informed. One section, as
passed by the Senate, made it
mandatory that the vet rep (or
VA administrator) inform vets
about employment opportunities.
As the Bill was finally passed,
however, it now says the VA
must provide "counselling
where appropriate." Similarly,
the Senate version of the Bill
made it mandatory that advance
payment checks include a
statement about what period of
time the check was for. The
final version of the Bill only
requires that the VA take "rea-
sonable steps" to get the word

out to vets. In fact, in schools
with gocd VA representatives or
good vets affairs directors, the
word gets out already; it will
continue to do so. In places
where vets affairs offices don't
do anything now, they'll con-
tinue to do nothing about letting
us know what's happening.

More money is authorized
to school for doing the paper-
work--$ 7 per vet who doesn't
get advance payment, $11 for
each vet who does (see what
we're worth to the schools?).
A provision to give the school
$5 for each vet who completes
a term was turned down, to be
replaced by a "comprehensive
longitudinal study" (!!!) about
how many vets use the GI Bill;
this "study" was given $2,000,
000 to work with!

In one final provision,
which will probably be given
no publicity at all, we veterans
now cannot get booted off the
Bill without being told abou: it.
The new law requires the VA
must have evidence that the vet
isn't eligible, must give the
vet written notice when he or

she is suspended or dropped
from the Bill, and has to inform
the veterans that he or she has
the right to a statement of rea-
sons and an appeal.m

IMPORTANT ~

Pensioners

NOTE: A short article, buried
under a sweater ad in the Chi-
cago Tribune, says: "Veterans
Administration pension benefits
will be cut off February 1 for
about 700,000 recipients unless
they respond to a questionnaire
sent to them November 1, the
VA said. The questionnaire is
designed to determine the out-
side income that veterans and
their dependents receive."

Because we found this
item on the same day the paper
is being printed, we have not
been able to get more informa-
tion. If you are getting--or
should be getting--a VA pension
you should get in touch with
the nearest VA office. We'll
get the necessary information
also and include it in the next
Vets Notes column.ms
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LETTERS TO VVAW

THE VETERAN Welcomes letters,

comments and criticisms.Also,send
poetry, photos, drawings or stories.

Carter’s PhoneyAmnesty

Dear VVAW,

I am a veteran who
spent two years in the Air Force
(1970-72) and got an Undesira~-
ble Discharge for "Unsuitabil -
ity." I've just received a dis-
charge upgrade to "General Un-
der Honorable Conditions" and
was real happy about that. At
least until I read the latest
Veteran and found out that these
"honorable discharges" that
Carter's program "bestowed" on
us are phoney! As The Veteran
put it, these discharges are not
quite "honorable" enough for
bennies. Man, was I pissed
off to find that out! Who the
hell cares about their honorable
discharge if we don't get ben-
nies which we need (especially
these days) to make it in this
stinking rich man's system? As
a matter of fact, I was damn
proud of my undesirable dis-
charge. I got it because while
I was in the Air Force I was go-
ing up against the brass and
they finally realized I was such

BEETLE BAILEY

a pain in their ass, they kicked
me out. And that's what I was
bucking for in the first place.

Well, I learned a lot while
I was in. And the main thing I
learned was that you got to fight
back against their oppression
and you can't do it alone. There
ain't no VVAW chapter in D.C.
like there used to be, but I know
a couple of vets here. In the in-
terests of getting some of us
vets together, to stay in touch
with VWAW, etc, I'm asking you
to print my name and address
along with this letter.

Patrick McCann

554-F Southhampton Drive

Silver Spring,
MD 20903
PS Especially I would like to
know what VVAW suggests for
helping expose Carter's phoney
amnesty and discharge upgrading
plan.

CRITICIZE/ CRITICIZE!
ALL YOU DO IS
YELL AT ME!

OKAY, DO IT
YOUR WAY, THEN!
~ HOW wouL> YOU

FIRE THIS GUN?
Qaald

“Gls
Donation”’

(The following letter is from a
supporter of VVAW who helped
build for--and collect money
for--the VVAW action in the
Bay Area on Veterans Day.)

To VVAW:

While leafletting for Pro-
position U (part of the fight
around the International Hotel)
in San Francisco, I got into a
conversation with two service-
men about VVAW's participation
in the I-Hotel fight. An Army
Sergeant from New Orleans had
heard about VVAW from a news-
paper article about last year's
Bicentennial takeover of the
Statue of Liberty and supported
the demands that were going to
be raised at the Veteran's Day
Parade. Unfortunately, he
wasn't going to be able to join
VVAW in the parade but he do-
nated $5.00 to help build the
fight.

Another serviceman, an
Air Force captain from Houston,
was really interested to know
about VWAW. He had heard a
free speech message on the ra-
dio about calling on all vets to
join VVAW on November 6th and
was glad to know that there
was an organization like VVAW
fighting for jobs and income,
against GI Benefit cutbacks,
and getting the U.S, out of Pan-
ama now! He also donated $5
to help build VVAW.

As the word got out about
the upcoming Veterans Day Par-
ade and the stand that VVAW was
going to be taking up, people
at my office got together $10 to
give to further the fight.

\,
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Make checks payable toVietnam Veterans Against the War

B8cx 20184,Chicago, ILL 60620

1 will contribute

During the Veterans Day
Parade, as VVAW was announ -
ced at the Reviewing stand,
the audience started to cheer,
whistle and raise their fists in
support. As the contingent
voiced their demands to the rich
some of the people I noticed in
the crowd joined in with the
chants or yelled out "Right On,
To Hell With Their National Ho-
nor, We Won't Be Used Again!"

The Veterans Day Parade
was a major victory in the fight
to get decent benefits for all
vets, to fight for jobs or income
now, and to demand that the
U.S. get out of Panama and
South Africa right now. But the
fight doesn't go on for just one
day out of the year--the fight
will continue until we win!

“To Hell With Their National
Honor--We Won't Be Used Again"

K.K.

San Francisco

Marching
To A
Different

The following songs and chants
were used around the country
on Veterans Day by VVAW chap-
ters, marching to a different
cadence!

Oh there they go,

They're at it again,
Preparing for

Their next big war;
They make us fight,

For their rich sums
While people here

Must live in slums.
To honor vets

This day is for,
That's why they cut

Our benefits more.
Oh profit is

Their holy word,
They kill us all

To make some more.
The moral of

The story is:
Let's fight the rich

Don't fight their wars!

ssescssssssssecceces

(The following chant, based on
a military cadence, has a chant
leader--what many of us recall
as a D,I,--giving the first
lines and the people respond-
ing.)
It's the same all over the land,
(It's the same all over the land)
Jobs or Income's our demand.
(Jobs or Income's our demand)
(refrain)

Am I right or wrong?

(You're right!)

Are we weak or strong ?

(We're strong!)

Are we movin' on?

(Right on!)

Keep on keepin' on.

(Keep on!)
Unemployment, it ain't funny,
We need jobs and we need

money .

(refrain)
Vets are mad, we've had our
fill,
Extend and expand the GI Bill.
(refrain)
‘We won't fight more rich man's
war,
It's the working class we're
fighting for.
(refrain)
We're madder than hell, we're
building our fight.
Vets and workers will unite.
(refrain)
Listen to this, it ain't funny,
We do the work and the rich
get the money .
(refrain)
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Recollections From Vietnam

“‘OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE...."”" —
IT'S THE YOUNG ONES WHO DO !

r The episode printed here is only one example of the kinds )
of experiences that vets had in Vietnam. Vietnam Veterans A-
gainst the War hopes to print a book of such recollections, whe-
ther from Vietnam, from basic training, from being stationed in
Korea or anywhere else around the world--actual happenings as

send them in.

remembered by the vets who saw them or lived them.
flood of publications and movies about the Indochina War, we
see the need to have material which goes beyond the idea that
the war was a "terrible mistake.
back over their collection of "war stories,"
The exact nature of the final book will depend on
the contributions we get, but we believe it can be a powerful
statement of some of the experiences which helped us come to
ueallze why we should "Fight the Rich, Not their Wars."

Given the

We invite veterans to think
write them down and

Tet, 1968, broke across
Vietnam like a thunderbolt. The
Viet Cong and NVA launched a
major offensive that liberated
major cities, claimed a major
portion of the countryside, and
sent American and allied troops
reeling. It wasn't as if we did
not know it was going to happen.
In early December, our battalion
had launched an offensive of its
own in the jungles west of Tam
Ky. On the operation we killed
the Intelligence section of the
2nd NVA Division and captured
intact the plans for the Tet Of-
fensive including overlays. It
was an incredible coup that en-
abled us to bomb supply routes,
station troops at strategic loca-
tions and build up our defenses.

Despite this advance know-
ledge and the fact that the Viet-
namese attacked where the plans
said they would, we were beaten
back. 285,000 troops from the
National Liberation Front broke
the myth of American invincibil-
ity as half a million American,
one and a half Saigon, and 100,
000 Korean, Australian and Tai-
wanese troops were battered from
one end of Vietnam to the other.
My unit, the 2d Battalion, lst
Infantry, 196th Brigade was put
under command of the Marines
outside of Da Nang. We, like
others at Hue, Saigon and the
Delta all felt the wrath of those
fighting against the foreign in-
vader and his mercenaries.

Our unit, the 196th, was
developed especially for Viet-
nam. It was logistically self-
sufficient so that we could be
moved from one area to another
without putting a strain on the
unit we were being controlled
by. This meant moving from one
hot spot to another. We also
lost a lot of our own men due to
stupidity, incompetence and
glory-hogging officers. And all
this led to our becoming know
as the 196th Light Suicide Bri-
gade.

When Tet came we were
sent to plug up a hole. Our
whole battalion moved out on
line early in the morning. We

were looking for the Vietnamese
before they could reach Da Nang
proper. We found them--or they
found us--as we reached the
halfway mark of an open rice

paddy area about 100 yards wide.

American GIs set up machinegun position at the edge of
dy in the northern (I Corps) section of South Vietnam.

gunships sprayed the area with
rockets and machine gun fire,
and 3 flights of Phantoms drop-
ped fire and bombs on the guer-
illas. The Vietnamese held.

We took more casualties. Men
died, equipment was destroyed.
Despite our numbers, our super-
jor firepower and equipment,
they would not move.

We could not understand it.
There was no doubt in our minds
that under similar circumstances
we would have fallen back. As
a matter of fact that was always
a topic of conversation after an
air strike--What the hell would
we do if instead of F-14's,
MIG's came screaming down?
How would we get out? But

rice pad-
This is

the kind of open territory that the Brigade Commander wanted the
Battalion in the article to charge through.

A whole company of hardcore
VC opened up; re-enforced by
a rocket platoon they rained hell
on the battalion from a dug-in
position slightly rising out of
the paddies. Most of the bat-
allion fell back, leaving ser-
iously wounded and dead alike.
A small detachment made it to
the VC trench but were cut to
pieces. 3

The entire staff was assem-
bled in the TOC (Tactical Opera-
tions Center), getting support
from gunship assaults (helicop-
ters), air support (Phantom jets)
and artillery. The battalion comr
mander issued orders trying to
see if the line of Vietnamese
could be breached or cracked.
As the day wore on, 5 artillery
batteries came in for support,

then again we all kept short-
timer calendars (marking off our
365 days in country) while the
Vietnamese could not stop until
they had kicked the foreigners
and their mercenary armies out.
After 6 hours of intense
fighting, we were losing, a fact
taken in by the battalion com-
mander, a West Point colonel.
All of a sudden he decided he
must talk to brigade headquar-
ters and left. Next, the batta-
lion executive officer, a West
Point major, left "to see the
Colonel." He was followed by
the Bn Operations officer, also
a West Point major, who had
to "check personally with Bde
operations." This left the sup~
ply officer, a West Point captain,
and myself, a 20-year-old very

junior 1st Lieutenant, who was
acting intelligence officer and
had only recently been pulled in
from the field. Soon, the cap-
tain left to "arrange supplies."
Here in the midst of the heaviest
fighting of the war were an OCS
junior-grade officer and assorted
enlisted RTO's left to direct the
battalion. It wasn't hard for us
to grasp what was happening.
The lifers sensed a defeat and
like rats scurrying off a sinking
ship, were looking to be out of
the area when it happened. The
lives of the men didn't matter,
only finding a scapegoat and
protecting that next promotion.

The battle continued. We
took more casualties. The men
who had been wounded and
caught in the rice paddies were
screaming, trapped between
the crossfire of American and
Vietnamese troops. It was only
a matter of time until they were
hit again or bled to death. The
American troops who had made
it back were cursing or crying.
There was nothing they could do.
To venture out into the open
paddy was certain death.

Above all of this flew the
Brigade Commander in his heli-
copter. He must have just seen
the "Green Berets" because he
came up with a plan which could
have worked only in Hollywood.
"Crawl on your bellies across
the rice paddy until you reach
the enemy, throw hand grenades
and then run back!" It was sui-
cide and the men refused to move.
"Move out! Crawl, crawl!!"
The men stayed put. "You are all
cowards!" The men began to
curse, not the Vietnamese but
that fool colonel flying over
them screaming into the radio.
The colonel gave up his scheme
but not before he had himself
put in for the Silver Star for
bravery for flying over the bat-
tlefield. And the men on the
ground, fighting and dying in
the mud? They got nothing.
After all, they were "cowards."
The fighting continued into the
night. Under the cover of dark-
ness the Vietnamese pulled out,
taking their dead and wounded
with them.

The next morning the bat-
talion moved over the area, the
battalion staff returned and the
Brigade Commander's Silver
Star was announced to his home-
town papers before it even had
time to clear channels.

My Mother mailed me a
newspaper clipping; it seems
my unit had won a great victory
outside of Da Nang with many
enemy killed and few American
casualties.m
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