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SUPPORT RUBBER WORKERS STRIKE

JUNE 19 IS 
NEGRO NATION  
DAY

Juneteenth, Negno Nation Day, 
it> an impontant, nevolutio  nany 
holiday fan the (/SWA wonklnp 
clatL>. I t  t ig n l f ie t  the. 
Atnuggle o f the. Wegno people 
fan. nationa l lib e n a tio n  and 
equa lity , ton. the Anglo- 
American pno le tan ia t I t  mutt 
be a day on which they neded- 
le a te  thennelvei to the 
itnugg le  fan the Independence 
o f the Negno Nation and 
m ili ta n t  s o lld a n lty  w ith  the 
Negno people.

NO MORE BO STO N S  

S U P P O R T  B U S IN G

The strike of 70,000 

rubber workers has entered 

its 5th week. The workers' 

militancy is increasing as 

the battle goes on.

Teamster drivers crossing 

United Rubber Workers picket 

lines prompted Los Angeles 

Firestone workers to throw

up a mass picket. Fifty uni­

formed cops were called in 

by the company to break it 

up, an arrest was made, and 

an injunction has been 
slapped on the workers, 

Twenty-seven striking 

Goodyear workers including 

the vice president of the

local union were thrown in 

jail and fired by Goodyear 

after a four hour clash with 

police in Marysville, Ohio. 

These Ohio strikers had been 

trying to prevent scabbing 

salary workers from entering 

the plant. The violent out­

burst ensued when police were 

called in against the 

strikers.

In Salinas, California, 

Firestone workers were hit 

with an injunction limiting 

picketing after they success­

fully prevented office 

workers from entering the 

plant.

Non-union salary workers 

at the Firestone and Goodyear 

plants in Los Angeles contin­

ue to produce tires and rail­

way supervisors drive trains 

in and out of the plant twice 

a d a y .

The government, and one of 

the most vicious enemies of 

workers throughout the world, 

the Rubber Barons of Akron, 

Ohio are moving against the 

workers. The bourgeoisie has 

raised the spectre of using 

the Taft-Hartley Act. Despite 

the limited production of 

tires that is still proceed­

ing , by June the auto indus- 

. try will be affected when 

tire stockpiles run out. The 

Ford Administration has made 

it clear that if auto plants 
are shut down as a result of 

the strike then the govern­

ment "is considering" the 

Taft-Hartley Act-

Under this outright fas­

cist law the government has 

the power to subject unions 

to its control by interven­

ing in labor struggles under 

the pretext of guaranteeing 

"national welfare and secur­

ity". The government can 

force the rubber and auto 

workers back to work and 

break the strike.

In this period of thou­

sands of contract disputes 

across the country, the cap­

italist class has embarked 

upon a real anti-labor, union 

busting campaign. The Taft- 

Hartley Act is one of the 

bourgeoisie's most lethal 

weapons, a threat that hangs 

over all organiz-ed labor to­

day. The demand NO TAFT- 

HARTLEY must be taken up by 

all workers if we are to de­

fend our standard of living.

FIGHT FOR JOBS!

FREE THE NEGRO NATION!

The rubber companies have 

openly threatened the jobs 

of the striking workers. By 

now most workers have receiv­

ed or seen the letter Good­

year sent out to all its em­

ployees. In the letter 

Goodyear writes: "The com­

pany loses business. But what 

really hurts - and it really 

ought to hurt you, too, if 

Continued on

S M A S H  TH E  K L A N
While the standard of 

living of the vast majority 

of people continues to drop, 

a particularly ugly spectre 

is on the rise across the 

country. In this year of the 

"Bicentennial," from coast 

to coast we are witnessing 

the coordinated actions of 

numerous fascist gangs - the 

Ku Klux Klan, the Nazis, the 

Posse Comitatus and ROAR, to 

name a few.

In Boston, hundreds of 

armed members of the para­

military "South Boston 

Marshalls" attacked Negro 

national minority construc­

tion workers. In Washington DC, 

the national parks service 

has issued a permit allowing 

Uic L to no id a Bicen­

tennial Demonstration" on 

July 3rd across the street 

from the White House. In 

New Orleans, a Negro student 

leader was killed by Klansmen 

after leaving a dance in 

support of Gary Tyler, who is 

being framed on murder charges.

In the west and southwest 

the fascists have been doing 

their dirty work too. In San 

Diego the Ku Klux Klan re­

cently sent a letter to the 

Board of Supervisors. They 

announced plans to hold a 

"White Rights Rally" and 

organize "college students,' 

dispossessed white working 

class elements, small bus­

inessmen and others." This 

letter contained a North 

Hollywood post office box as 

an address.
The Klan in San Diego has

also pledged to fight against 

Affirmative Action programs. 

The KKK endorsed a woman run­

ning on the American Indepen­

dent Party ticket for state 

assembly in San Diego. She 

appeared at a news conference 

weaning a p in  in  the Ahape of, 
a noot>e and gladly accepted

the endorsement!

But nowhere in the Anglo- 

American nation are the 

fascists moving quicker than 

in Los Angeles. There have 

been more than tw en ty -five  
cross burnings in the last 

month in L.A. County. The 

Continued on Page4
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THUGS ATTACK NEGRO LAWYER IN FRONT OF BOSTON S CITY HALL

BROWN:
SAM E OLD POLITICS IN  NEW  PA CKAGE

The month of June begins 

with several important pres­

idential primaries having 

just been held in the West 

and Southwest, Several im­

portant primaries are also 

soon to be held. These.pri­

maries are significant poli­

tical events. The results 

should be analyzed carefully 

by all progressive workers.

S U P P O R T  TH E  

N A  V A J O  PEO PLE
"I don't think the people 

of Apache County are going to 

sit back and let a bunch of 

Indians run the County."

These are the words of 

Mitchell Platt, attorney for 

Apache County, Arizona. Platt 

is responding to a February, 

1976. federal court decision 

that ordered the county to 

reapportion its supervisor 

districts "to protect the 

voting rights of nearly 

24,000 Indians residing on 

the Navajo Reservation".

The federal court held 

that the 1972 Arizona re­

apportionment of Apache 

County violated the Voting

Rights Act of 1965 and the 

14th and 15th Amendments to 

the US Constitution. The 

court based its decision on 

facts that showed that 

23,600 of the county's 

23,970 eligible Indian 

voters had been placed in 

one supervisory district.

Apache County is presently 

divided into three super­

visory districts, each having 

one vote in county decisions. 

The other two districts con­

tain a total population of 

5,200 persons, and only 370 

are Indians, Since virtually 

all the Navajos have been 

Continued on Page 8

The Texas primary was 

held at the beginning of 

last month. On May 25, Ne­

vada, Uregon and Idaho held 

their primaries. On June 

1st, Montana and South Dako­

ta will hold theirs. The 

most significant of all pro­

mises to be the June 8th 

primary in California. This 

primary will greatly influ­

ence - and may determine - 

who wins the Democratic and 

Republican nominations for 

president.

As the "campaign trail" 

has extended to the Negro 

Nation and the Southwest 

there has been a noticeable 

move to the right on the 

part of all the candidates.

It is significant that Rea­

gan's first two victories 

over Ford were scored in 

North Carolina (in the Negro 

Nation) and in Texas. It 

should come as no surprise 

that it was in Texas - in the 

heart of the oppressed South­

west region - that Reagan be­

gan his attacks on Panama.

All over the West and 

Southwest people feel the 

effects of the economic and 

political crisis of capital­

ism. From El Paso to San 

Continued on Page 4



Page 2

EDUCA T/ON COLUMN 

ENERGY & THE SOUTHWEST

WHAT'S BEHIND PROPOSITION 15?
Nowadays it seems that 

everywhere you go in Calif­
ornia you can see billboards 

and bumper stickers saying 

"No on Proposition 15 - Stop 
the Nuclear Shutdown - Save 

Jobs." Millions upon millions 

of dollars are being spent by 
the "energy industry" (util­

ities, oil monopolies, etc.) 

in a campaign to persuade 
voters that Proposition 15 is 

against our interests - 

particularly around the 
question of jobs. The fact is 

that the energy industry is 

the most capital-intensive 

(employing more machines than 

labor) sector of the economy 
tying up 21% of the capital 

of the 500 largest corpora­

tions, but providing only 

4.5% of the jobs.
Utility companies as a 

rule only employ one worker 

per $225,000 invested, while 
manufacturing in general em­

ploys one worker for every 

$30,000 invested (1971 US 
Census Bureau). The energy 

industry is saying that the 
passage of Proposition 15 
would cause a loss of many 

jobs in construction of 

nuclear power plants. But the 

safety measures necessary for 

nuclear power plants would 

create more jobs, because en­

suring safety in itself 
creates jobs. The one billion 

dollars spent now to build 
one nuclear power plant for 

instance could create many 

more jobs if spent in con- 
struction work aimed at mak­

ing buildings, both residen­

tial and commercial, more 
efficient in their use of 

heat energy.

In the face of these facts, 

the position that 

George Meany, AFL-CIO Presi­

dent, has taken against Prop­

osition 15, can only be ex­

plained by saying he has the 

interests of corporate profits 
the at heart, rather than getting 

safe, productive jobs for all 
workers. The Oil, Chemical & 

Atomic Workers Union (OCAW), 

however, came out in support 

of Proposition 15, as they 

know from daily experience 

the need for safety in the 

nuclear industry.
Proposition 15 essentially 

calls for a halt to construc­

tion of nuclear power plants 

until their safety can be 

guaranteed by (1) full 

insurance compensation in the 
event of an accident (today 

insurance companies refuse to 

insure nuclear power plants), 

and (2) a vote of 2/3 of the 

state legislature expressing 
confidence in the reactor 

safety systems and waste 

storage systems.

WHAT ARE THE DANGERS

OF NUCLEAR REACTORS?

Nuclear reactors produce 

* electricity by using uranium 
to create a low level chain 
reaction explosion. One of the 

main dangers is that this 
reaction can get out of hand 

and become as powerful as an 

atomic bomb. A 1964 report 

indicated that such an acci­
dent could kill 45,000 people 

and injure 500,000 not to 

mention causing high levels of 
cancer for years to come. The 

safeguards for atomic reactors

Continued on Page 6

BUDGET CRISIS
Giant billboards carry­

ing the message of Oakland's 
politicians: "Vote YES on R 

and S 'SAVE OAKLAND"' grace 

the city's working class 
neighborhoods and bus s tops 

these days as the city pre­
pares to divide up around 
the question of the two char­

ter amendments on the June 

8th ballot.
Backed by a loan of 

$20,000 from United Californ­

ia Bank, Oakland Mayor John 

Reading and powerful Port 

Comissioner, Harry Lange, 

head the SAVE OAKLAND COMMIT­

TEE, which has pulled out 

all stops in an attempt to 
win these two amendments to 

the city charter. P and S 

if passed, would "reform"

(this means CUT.') the pay 
scales of police and firemen 
by eliminating them from a 

Bay area scale index and in 

addition, decrease their pen­
sion and retirement benefits.

What makes these amend­
ments more crucial to the 

working class of Oakland is 
the "retribution" guaranteed 
by city officials if these 

measures fail. The gang at 
city hall, led by Mayor 

Reading, has threatened mam­

moth budget cuts for the fis­

cal year '76-'77 if wage and 
benefits of police and fire­

men aren't curbed by passage 
of R and S .

Using highly inflated 

figures from a "new" actuary 
firm they contend that 198% 

of existing salaries (or 

$38.5 million) must be trans­

ferred from the general city 
fund to the police and fire­

men funds if R and S fail. 

This, say Oakland's politic­
ians, will result in a $13 

million def icit .unless $ 8 

million worth of vital ser-

IN OAKLAND
vices are slashed from the 

budget.

It won't take more than 
a second to figure out who 

these budget cuts will affect 

—  Oaklaid's working class.'.'.'

1. Layoffs of municipal 

and CETAworkers (notices 
will be mailed by end of May. 
City Hall won't release any 

figures as to how many work­
ers will be laid off, but a 

federal law stipulates that 
CETA workers in the same job 

classifications as laid-off: 
municipal workers, lose their 

jobs too!)

2. Closing of 5 branch 

libraries and curtailing of 

services of main branch.

3. Elimination of after­
school and cultural programs 

for youth.

4. Reduction of housing 
inspection and code enforce­

ment services.
5. Closing of police and 

fire stations in certain 

working class neighborhoods.
Workers in Oakland are 

being asked either to vote 

out benefits for police and 

firemen or vote in further 

misery for ourselves and our 

children —  cuts that attack 
our already plummeting stan­

dard of living. This "choice" 

in reality, is of course, no 
choice at all!

Oakland is part of Alame­

da County and in this county 

alone it has been estimated 
that as of 1970, half of all 

the people who rented homes 

or apartmeits and one quarter 

of all homeowners "endured 

Hinsatisfactory living condi­
tions' because they either 

paid too much rent or lacked 

sufficient living space ". 
(Oakland Tribune. May 17,

1976).

Continued on Page 6

STATEMENT ON 25th CONGRESS OF CPSU
The 25th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union was held under conditions 

of a markedly improved international position of the USSR, a sharp upturn of the Soviet 
economy, and a turn toward re-establishing the prestige of the CPSU The report by General 
Secretary Brezhnev to the Congress should be studied not only by comrades, but by all pro­
gressives interested not only in world communism, but in the effects that the Congress is 
bound to have on left politics within the United States of North America.

The Congress was held under certain conditions nationally and internationally which 
should be examined in order to really understand the full meaning of the political line of the 
CPSU.

What, fundamentally, is the international setting for the Congress. First of all, the entire 
situation is today moulded by the international economic crisis. This crisis should be charac­
terized as an especially acute cyclical crisis occurring during an intensified stage of the 
general crisis of world capitalism. The economic crisis is one of over-production. However, it 
is the first major crisis since the liquidation of direct colonialism and the economic protection 
which that system provided for the various national industrial capitalists. This crisis is 
especially acute because commodities can no longer be dumped on protected markets. To­
day there is a world market and despite the operations of cartels, monopolies and interna­
tional financial combines, this market cannot be manipulated except by working with the laws 
of value. This inevitably means that the USNA with its vastly superior productive capacity, 
will continue to consolidate the world market at the expense of especially Britain, France, 
Japan, Germany and Italy. In these countries the only method of fighting back is the revolu- 
tionization of the means of production, which requires USNA financial assistance, and the 
harsh intensification of the labor process, which cannot be accomplished without fascism. 
However, industrial, urban Europe, with its growing proletariat, its peoples tempered in the 
struggles of the 1940’s is not likely to fall prey to a fascist offensive. The ruling class rather 
fears that the mass resistence to fascism will create the environment for social revolution. 
This is already the experience of the Italian political struggle characterized by the mass 
strikes and demonstrations against fascist violence.

While the birth of the Soviet Union marked the beginning of the general crisis of world 
capitalism, its intensified stage was achieved by the results of WorldWar II and the emancipa­
tion of China. With one third of the world withdrawn from the capitalist market and with a 
dramatic revolutionization of the means of production within the capitalist world, this general 
crisis entered its intensified stage.

This situation will inevitably mean the even more rapid shifting of basic industry into the 
neocolonies to take advantage of the cheap labor and close proximity of raw materials, not to 
mention the shifting of environmental destruction to the backward nations. The conse­
quences of such a move however is the resurgence of a national liberation movement. This 
time with its new proletariat in leadership and its slogan—the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

It should also be noted that the trade between the neocolonies and the semicolonies and 
the USNA has fallen off due to the crisis. The USNA protectionist policy calls for the cutting 
off of imports of most raw materials when there is a glut on the market. This assures the shift­
ing of the burden of the crisis to the backs of workers in the less developed countries. 
However, this policy has led to the resurgence of the national liberation movement and the 
leftward motion of the leadership of the semicolonies.

The situation in China is also heavily effected by the economic crisis. In fact, the removal 
of Teng from the leadership is a direct result of the crisis. The grouping around Teng, follow­
ing Krushchev s outlook that reliance upon the economic strength of the USNA was the most 
rapid way of industrializing the country, was left out on the limb by the consequences of the 
economic crisis in the USNA.

The Teng group necessarily made political concessions in order to assure USNA and 
Japanese assrstence in the development of Chinese industrialization. This reckless policy 
has thrown China's foreign policy into the arms of the fascists at home and abroad. It is clear 
that such ooMcy has led to the decisive defeat of China in its international ideological debate 
with me USSR The political expression of this defeat has been a dramatic shift in especially 
Africa and Latin America toward reliance on the USSR instead of China.

The keystone of imperialist policy has been the reencirclement of the USSR by the USNA, 
Japan. China and the Federal Republic of Germany. The international crisis has made 
especially Japan and Germany take second looks at a Soviet Union that is the number one 
producer of oil and steel in the world. At the same time, the prospects of the development of 
such an alliance has compelled the USSR to go shopping for friends. This could only be ac­
complished by a left turn in the international policies of the Soviets.

It is clear that the relations between the Soviets and the USNA are undergoing a certain 
readjustment and erosion. Based on the crisis and the need to further militarize the 
economy, the cold warriors are again coming to the political forefront. This is 1976 not 1950, 
the idea of the cold war does not have the same implications as before. Before, the im­
perialists had considerable maneuvering room as the incessant wars have shown. Today, 
there is no small country to go to war against and the cold war could and probably would turn 
into a hot one very soon.

The position of the Soviets is different today. The destruction of WWII has been overcome 
and the military position of the Soviets is formidable. The new generation of Soviet missiles 
and bombers prompted then Secretary of Defense Schlesinger to report "The Soviet Union.- 
..now deploys a strategic nuclear capability far beyond anything required by the theories of 
minimum deterrence. Her peripheral attack forces are such as to be able to take under attack 
every significant target in Western Europe. Her central strategic systems are sufficiently 
large in number so that she could strike at a substantial number of military targets in the Unit­
ed States and still withhold a very large force whose future use we would have to consider in 
resoondina." (Annual Defense Department Report, Feb. 5, 1975, Pace 11-12)

The imperialist catastrophe in Southeast Asia brought about a general decline in US influence 
throughout the area. It is small wonaer that Brezhnev could report with confidence, 

the international position of the Soviet Union has never been so solid.
In this international context, let us examine the report by Brezhnev and attempt to fathom 

out — wither the Soviet Union?
Soviet Socialism

It might be well to start out with some fundamental considerations of the historic role of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. The role of the dictatorship is to do away with the previous 
conditions and guide society on its revolutionary path to communism. The landmarks along 
this path are the elimination of the distinction between mental and manual labor, the elimina­
tion of the distinction between town and country, and the elimination of the polarity 
represented by wealth and privileges. The elimination of these privileges is contained in the 
communist slogan "to each according to his need.” The revolutionary creating of communist 
man, implies the abolishing of the division of labor (which is the basis for classes and 
privileges) and the subsequent liquidation of ideology. All the rhetoric from either side of the 
fence will not substitute for a concrete examination of how the social polarity, inherited from 
centuries of class oppression is being institutionalized or liquidated.

First of all, the distinction between town and country is hardly being done away with. 
Moscow today boasts of nearly 7 million people with a subsequent concentration of com­
merce and wealth.

Secondly, is the distinction between hand and mental labor being liquidated? Obviously it 
is not. As in no other country a worker has the opportunity to elevate himself from worker to 
technician or even into the privileged elite, but it is clear that the polarity between the in­
tellectual. the technical and cultural intelligencia, on the one hand and the people on the 
other is growing and becoming an institution in Soviet life.

Communism is not possible without the elimination of the various distinctions that arise on 
the basis of the division of labor. The only measure we have on the correctness or incorrect­
ness of state policy is how it effects this struggle for communism. It is on this basis that we 
have and are judging the policies of the CPSU.

Because of the importance of the position of the CPSU, the coming issues of the Western 
Worker will carry articles dealing with the various sections of the Congress report in greater 
depth and details.
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COACHELLA

STRUGGLE FOR BILINGUAL 
EDUCATION CONTINUES

The struggle of the farm­
worker community of Coa­
chella, California, for 
quality, bilingual education 
and for the dismissal of 
two teachers, Jean Coffy 
and Don Cochran for child 
abuse and molesting, is still 
going strong. The progres­
sive Community Committee for 
Alternates in Education 
(CCAE) has begun a one day 
a week school boycott to 
raise the demand for quality 
education.

The Coachella Valley Board 
of Education has very clear­
ly shown that the interests 
of our children's education 
is not what they have at 
heart. Not only have they 
failed to take full action 
against the two rotten 
teachers, but they have re­
cently fired four of the 
school districts best, most 
progressive teachers.

These four teachers were 
fired because they fought 
for quality bilingual educa­
tion and supported the de­
mands of the CCAE to get rid 
of those teachers who were 
abusing the children. Three 
of these teachers were bi­
lingual, and the other 
taught special educational 
programs for the retarded.

The School Board said 
that the four progressive 
teachers were fired for 
being a "bad influence" on the 
the children. Earlier these 
teachers had been reassigned 
out of their classrooms 
because, according to Mr.
Elrod of the Board of Educa­
tion, "other teachers threat­
ened to walk off their jobs."

When confronted at a 
meeting by the CCAE, Elrod 
expressed concern for ending 
the school boycott - not be­
cause he wanted to improve the 
the education in Coachella - 
but because the school dis­
trict was losing $620,000 
for the one day a week boy­
cott .

As a reaction to the unity 
of the parents in the boycott, 
a so-called "Parents Con­
cerned" committee, a mock 
community organization made 
up of conservative and reac­
tionary teachers, and backed- 
by the valley's large 
ranchers and agribusiness 
interests was formed. One 
teacher wrote a letter to 
the press stating that the 
parents were the cause of bad 
education.

The local chapter of the 
American Federation of Teach­
ers (AFT) has refused to give 
fair representation to the 
four CCAE teachers and had 
circulated a petition to have 
their teaching credentials 
taken away. Three weeks ago, 
the state level of the AFT 
told the local that by law 
they had to give any dues- 
paying member fair represen­
tation. Now the local is 
paying lip service to this 
duty.

Bilingual Education 
in Coachella

Underlying the workers 
struggle for better educa­
tion in Coachella has been

the burning question of bi­
lingual education. One of 
the children beaten by Jean 
Coffy was hit because he 
didn't respond to com­
mands given in English. He 
spoke only Spanish. The 
CCAE was formed to improve 
bilingual education in the 
schools. The bilingual pro­
gram had first been brought 
up to the school district by 
the CCAE.

The Board of Education 
has stalled and has never 
made an effort to review the 
bilingual program and have 
it implemented. When the 
issue of having Coffy and 
Cochran dismissed first came 
up, the Board had the nerve 
to say on the radio that 
they were the ones who had 
brought forth the bilingual 

program and were going to 

_______ Continued on page 6

rHELP W ANTED
The Texas Farm Tforkers' Union is planning to 

strike against the state's melon growers again this 
year. We expect that there will be arrests and ot­
her legal complications just as there were last year.

We are asking for volunteer lawyers and law stu­
dents to join us this summer and help us obtain soc­
ial justice for farm workers.

The only requirement is a desire to help those 
that for far too many years have been exploited and 
oppressed.

L
fo join us, please contact:

Texas Farm Workers' Union 
P.0. Box 876 
San Juan, Texas 78589 
Tele. 512-787-5984

S U P P O R T  TEXAS FARM W O RKERS

J

Recently, the Texas Farm 
Workers Union (TFWU) announ-

ALASKA CANNERY W ORKERS  
FIGHT FOR EQUALITY

Since 1973, the Alaskan 
Cannery Workers Association 
has been waging a struggle 
against low paying and de­
grading work, and segregated 
housing and dining facilities 
in the Alaskan salmon indus­
try. Minority workers, pre­
dominately Filippino and 
Native Americans make up 
over 60% of the work force 
but have historically been 
barred from such jobs as 
machinists, fishermen, 
tendermen, and beach gang.

Oppression and exploita­
tion existed for minority 
workers in the ALaskan salmon 
industry from the building 
of its first cannery in 1878. 
Chinese and Japanese workers 
were first recruited to work 
in the fish canneries but 
eventually were excluded by 
the Chinese Exclusion Act of 
1924. The salmon industry 
was in need of a new source 
of labor.

The colonial oppression 
of the Philippines brought 
many Filippino workers to 
the west coast in search of 
jobs. Many of these workers 
came in search of the 
"American Dream" but were 
met with anti-miscegenation 

laws, anti-minority land 
owning laws, along with other 
examples of the white chauv­
inism and discrimination 
faced by minority workers. 
Another reason that made the 
Filippino worker available 

for exploitation is that 
since the Philippines was a 
"protectorate of the US" it 
didn't have imposed immigra­
tion quotas.

Filippino workers were 
the major source of labor in 
the salmon industry by the 
1920's. They faced the same 
discriminatory practices that 
were previously directed 
against Chinese and Japanese 
workers.

Low pay, long hours, and 
segregated conditions were 
what these workers had to 
face. Against these intoler­
able conditions the cannery

workers organized. In 1933, 
the Cannery Workers and Farm 
laborers Union was organized. 
In 1938, this union became 
the United Cannery, Agricul­
tural and Packinghouse 
Workers of America. It was 
recognized as the most mili­
tant union of its time and in 
this same year the UCAPAWA 
led the largest contingent 
in the Seattle May Day parade 
The UCAPAWA also had to 
fight against fascist, vigi­
lante groups that formed to 
keep the workers divided in 
Auburn and Yakima, Washington 
and Watsonville, California.

We can see that the fight 
of Filippino and other minor­
ity cannery workers has been 
a long and valiant struggle. 

It is in this spirit that the 
Alaskan Cannery Workers 
Association continues to 
fight. Besides working in 
the Alaskan canneries during 
the two month salmon season 
and working within the union 
for greater democracy for 
rank and file workers-, the 
ACWA has been fighting for 
adequate housing and health 
facilities in the Inter­
national District of Seattle. 
They have been fighting 
against the growing encroach­
ment into the International 
District by the Dome Stadium. 
The ACWA has also been instru­

mental in getting workers 
from Asia into construction 
trades that have tradition­
ally been denied minority 
workers.

The Communist Labor Party 
supports the struggle for 
equality being waged by the 
Alaskan Cannery Workers 
Association. The fight for 
equality of national minor­
ity workers is a foremost 
task of the whole working 
class. Our history is rich 
with many examples of workers 
of all nationalities fighting 
against discrimination and 
for a decent life for all 
workers. Carry this history 
forward under the banner 
of JOBS, PEACE AND EQUALITY!

ced that it is planning to 
strike the melon growers of 
the state of Texas. On 
April 23rd - shortly after 
this announcement was made - 
2 pick-up trucks drove up to 
the headquarters of the TFWU 
in San Juan and fired more 
than 5 shotgun blasts inside. 
Luckily no one was injured, 
but damage was done to some 
of the buildings' structures.

In May 1975 farmworker 
organizers in Texas organized 
a general strike of the melon 
harvest. After one month this 
strike was supported by 3,000 
farm workers. On May 26, 197 5., 
an incident took place which 
received national publicity. 
C.L. Miller, a Hidalgo grower, 
fired a shotgun at a group 
of farmworkers, wounding 
eleven.

The latest cowardly attack 
on the TFWU headquarters 
building shows that the up­
coming melon strike will also' 
be very bitter. We urgently 
appeal to all our comrades 
and friends to energetically 
support the Texas farmworkers. 
We urge our readers to pub­
licize their cause. We cannot 
allow the Texas farmworkers 
to stand alone against the 
big growers and the Texas 
Rangers.

The TFWU is especially in 
need of money. We appeal to 
our readers to hold fund­
raisers for the TFWU and to 
send the money to the address 
above.

Prepare for 
Negro Nation Day

THE
NEGRO
NATIONAL
COLONIAL
QUESTION

Order now from—
VANGUARD BOOKS 

P.O.Box 3566 
Chicago, IL. 60607
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SMASH THE KLAN
Continued from Page 1

majority of these have been 
directed against Negro 
national minority families 
in integrated neighborhoods 
and at integrated schools 
with successful busing 
programs.

The Klan and Nazis haven't 
limited their terror just 
towards the Negro national 
minority. As J. Robert Jones, 
head of the KKK in North Car­
olina recently stated: "I 
don't associate with niggers.
But on the other hand I don't 
associate with common white 
trash, or Jews, or Catholics 
if I can help it." In Los 
Angeles, they have lived up 
to their words. Their only 
"association" is in the 
the middle of the night when 
they make their cowardly 
attacks. In Los Angeles they 
have burned crosses, painted 
swastikas and firebombed the 
homes of Eastern Europeans, 
Anglo-Americans, Jews,
Japanese and Mexican national 

minorities as well.
It is no accident that these 

attacks come at a time when 
the U.S. Supreme Court is pre­
paring to rule on Pasadena's 
busing program and the Cali­
fornia Supreme Court is to 
rule on L.A. school integra­
tion. The actions of the 
federal government are encour­
aging and spurring on Klan 
violence. While President Ford 
and every major presidential 
candidate speaks out against 
busing, Attorney General Levi 
is threatening to intervene in 
the Louisville and Boston 

school integration cases on 
the side of the reactionaries. 
The Attorney General is talking 
about asking the Supreme Court 
to overrule busing. This will 
give the green light to every 
fascist thug in the USNA to 
commit terror against the 
Negro people.

BUSTOP

In Los Angeles, the Klan 
and the capitalists behind 
them are trying to broaden 
the base which supports their 
fascist policies. Today they 
try to play on the democratic 
sentiments of the people. The 
recently formed "BUSTOP" group 
in L.A. and the "Stocktonians 
United for Neighborhood Schools" 
in Stockton, California are 
perfect examples of this.

Public officials are playing 
a large role in contributing 
to these white chauvinist 
groups that are organizing.
Two of the leaders of Bustop 
are California state senator 
Allen Robbins and L.A. school 
district member Richard Ferra­
ro. They cover their real in­
tentions by announcing that 
they support "quality integra­
ted education" and believe in 
using "the democratic process 
to implement its positions."
They even talk about "the just 
rights of minorities."

School administrators allow 
Bustop meetings at public 
schools. Leaflets are even 
sent home with children an­
nouncing these meetings.

One look at Los Angeles - 
one of the most segregated 
cities in the USNA - shows

that antegration < 
can only be achieved

through schqol busing. The 
leadership of Bustop knows 
this very well. The issue

isn't school transportation - 
it's equality for Negroes and 
other national minorities. We 
ask the leaders of Bustop: 
where were you when busing was 
used in L ,̂ FOR SEGREGATION?
The strong opposition erupts 
when busing is used to 
integrate the schools.' Bustop 
opposes the national minorities' 
struggle for equality. It 
cannot help but lay the basis 
for violence and another "Bos­
ton" - everywhere these groups 
are formed this happens.

The fascist gangs and Klans- 
men in business suits must be 
stopped. If another Boston 
or Louisville develops in 
Los Angeles-workers1 struggle 
for equal rights, for jobs, 
for peace, and against the 
attacks on our living stan­
dards will be crippled.

The class nature of our 
society is being obscured by 
groups like Bustop. They are 
quick to talk about "forced 
busing" or "black against 

white". But all workers 

and progressives must demand 
busing for integration. To 
oppose busing is to support 
segregation.

In Louisville earlier this 
year the capitalists were 
able to use the issue of 
busing to deepen the split 
between workers. They skill­
fully used white chauvinism 
on the eve of major contract 
struggles there - thus severe­
ly weakening the position of 
the workers to bargain collect­
ively.

In Los Angeles rubber 
workers are currently on 
strike. In the coming months 
tens of thousands more workers 
in auto, garment, electronics 
and other industries face 
crucial contract negotiations 
in LA and across the country.

The tactics of the capital­
ists are clear for all to see. 
It must be equally clear to 
every Anglo-American worker 
that unless they unite with 
the demands of the Negro 
workers for busing, all the 
workers will be defeated in 
the upcoming contract nego­
tiations .

THE STATE

Many people are asking: 
who are the cross-burners 
and fascist forces and how 
are they operating? Are they 
a bunch of "kooks" or are 
they backed up by the govern­
ment? A few brief examples will 

tell us the answer.
Senate hearings and FBI 

testimony recently revealed 
that, during the 60's, the 
FBI sent hundreds of agents 
into the ranks of the KKK - 
supposedly to disrupt and 
curtail their activities. The 
result was a very large 
increase in Klan membership 
and the outright murders of 
civil rights activists.

In Birmingham, Alabama 
during the upsurge of the 
Negro People's Liberation 
movement of the 60's, the FBI 
had an agreement with the Klan 
not to interfere for 30 

minutes while the Klan 
attacked civil rights demon­
strators . The head of the 
local FBI office at that 
time was Clarence Kelly, 
present director of the FBI I

In Los Angeles, the FBI 
states that the cross-burn­
ings are the work of "juven­
ile pranksters." LA Police

Chief Davis echoes this lie 
and blames the increase of 
these incidents on the pro­
gressive forces who are 
publicizing the cross-burn­
ings and defending the 
victims.'

This is not suprising in 
a city where scores of Negro 
national minority youth 
have been murdered by the 
police. What kind of credi­
bility can Chief Davis have 
when he is the guest speaker 
before the fascist John 
Birch Society, when he 
announces that he is pre­
paring his police for food 
riots and against workers' 
strikes? The LAPD and the 
FBI are just as fascist as 
the cross-burners I

In Los Angeles, workers 
and progressives are organ­
izing to stop the fascist 
gangs. Rallies and forums have 
been held denouncing the 
cross-burnings and demanding 
defense of the victims. Many 
organizations have spoken 
before the School Board 
in support of busing.

Confined from Page 1

Jose, national minority youth 
are being gunned down by the 
police. The Texas Farmworkers 
Union (TFWU) is organizing 
both documented and undocu­
mented workers and bitterly 
fighting the growers. In 
Los Angeles, the KKK has 
started a ramoage of cross 
burnings and threats. Are 
any of the candidates speak­
ing to these issues? No.

Just look at the Califor­
nia campaign. California is 
a state where one million 
people are unemployed, where 
thousands of deportations 
have taken place, and where 
major strikes are going on. 
But instead of a serious po­
litical discussion, the pri­
mary has become a popularity 
contest. One candidate says 
you should vote for him be­
cause he has "charisma." 
Another candidate says you 
should vote for him because 
he is a "new face" and is 
untarnished by Washington 
bureaucracy.

One of these so-called 
"new faces" running is Cali­
fornia's governor, Jerry 
Brown. Brown is considered 
the front runner in the Cali­
fornia race. During his 16 
months in office he has stir­
red up quite a bit of contro­
versy and has been called 
everything from "socialist 
orientated" to a "closet Rea- 
ganite". Who is Jerry Brown 
and what does he represent?

Jerry Brown is the son of 
Edmund G. "Pat" Brown, who 
was governor of California

The time IS ripe - not for 
the KKK and Nazis - but for 
the millions upon millions 
of honest and decent people 
from all walks of life to unite 
our just struggles into one 
common front.

Dozens of organizations - 
of parents, car clubs, NAACP 
chapters, Democratic clubs, 
are seeing the need to do 
just this. All across the 
country people are forming 
Equal Rights councils made up 
of various organizations. On 
Labor Day in Chicago, a 
national Equal Rights Congress 

will be held.
We urge all those.invol­

ved in the struggle against 
the Klan in Los Angeles,
San Diego and elsewhere to 
attend that Congress! For 
more information write:

EQUAL RIGHTS CONGRESS 
P.0. BOX 2488 
LOOP STATION 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

from 1958-66. Jerry Brown 
spent 3 years in a Jesuit 
seminary and then went to the 
University of California and 
Yale Law School. Some of his 
supporters have made much of 
the fact that he worked (for 
a short time) in the civil 
rights movement in Mississippi, 
helped organize the McCarthy 
peace slate for the 1968 Cali­
fornia primary, and marched 

with Cesar Chavez in the 
Coachella Valley in 1969.
In 1970, Brown was elected 
secretary of state in Cali­
fornia. He was one of the 
people most active in sup­
porting Proposition 9, a 
measure which restricted 
campaign spending and the 
activities of lobbyists in 
Sacramento.

In 1974, shortly after 
"Impeachment Summer," when 
the arch-criminal Richard 
Nixon resigned from the 
presidency in disgrace,
Brown ran for the governor­
ship. He skillfully utiliz­

ed the great sense of dis­
gust which all democratic- 
minded people of this country 
felt over the actions of 
Nixon and his gang. He tried 
to portray himself as a "re­
former" and a "progressive" 
who was attempting to clean 
up California politics. He 
played up his support of 
Proposition 9. He was elect­
ed governor, narrowly defeat­
ing his Republican opponent.

Brown immediately got him­
self a good deal of state­
wide and even national atten­
tion by certain dramatic ac­
tions. He made a big show of

Continued on page 9

MIDNIGHT SPECIAL"
BOOKSTORE ~PUBLISHER i t  
DISTRIBUTOR
1335 Zi WASHINGTON BL. 
VENICE'CA qOlMl 

( Z I V  3R2-7412 =
invite readers of the 
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June 5th, 10 A.M. to 6 P.M. 

20^ to 3 0% off on our large selection of 
books on Negro history, socialism, the 
struggles of the working class, and fascism.

BROWN
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ANNOUNCEMENTS STOP FOODSTAMP CUTS
NATIONAL LAND GRANT CONVENTION

ALIANZA FEVEPAL PE MERCEPES

On the anniversary of the 
ratification of the solemn 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
of 1848 between the U.S. and 
Mexico which ended the war 
between the two nations pur­
suant to article VI of the 
U.S. Constitution, the U.S.A. 
has failed to fulfill her 
obligations, undertaken 
under the treaty and the 
protocol, to respect the 
legal value of Spanish and 
Mexican landgrants and pro­
tect the descendants of 
former Mexican citizens in 
their liberty and property 
rights. Over 10,000,000 
Americans of Mexican descent

and Indians have lost their 
lands because their heritage 
over land rights has been 
abrogated. Welcome to this 
great convention all our 
brothers and sisters, members, 
friends and participants of 
the Alianza Federal de 
Mercedes. Join us Saturday 
and Sunday from 9AM to 5:30 
PM.

Santiago Tapia K Anaya

ALIANZA FEDERAL DE MERCEDES 
WILL HOLD A NATIONAL LAND 
GRANT CONVENTION 
CHILILI, NEW MEXICO 
May 29 & 30

CELEBRATE NEGRO NATION DAY
Oakland, C aliforn ia  
Negro Motion Vat/ loam  
Sunday, June 13th 
7:00 P.M.
APUMEC Hall 
3256 E. 14th St.
[near Fxultvale) 
SpeecheA 8

Cultural program.
SponAoxed by th e

CommunlA.t Labox Party

Loa AngeleA, C a lif.
"The Ku Klux K.lan - 
Who Axe They? Hou)
Can We Stop Them?
Foam -  Fat day,

June 4th, 7:30 PM 
EmbaAAy Audltoxlm  
843 S. Gaand Aue. 
Speeches &

Cultuxal pxogxam. 
SponAoxed by the

CommunlAt Labox Paaty

The Ford Administration 
has announced that at least 
5 million people will be 

taken off food stamps on 
June 1 in order to save 
$1.2 billion.

38 million workers in the 
USNA make so little that 
they are eligible for this 
program. Yet the application 
procedure is so cumbersome 
and information so hard to 
get that only half that 
number (19 million) receive 
stamps now.

At the same time the 
Ford Administration has asked 
for over $113 billion for 
direct military expenditure 
and much more in hidden 
appropriations to maintain 
over 1000 military bases 
abroad and to keep the 
military industries rolling 
in big profit at the expense 
of the working class.

Just recently Ford asked 
for an extra $1.2 billion 
for the Navy for some fancy 
ship - the same amount he 
wants to take away from the 
hungry. Ford says that the 
cuts in food stamps are to 
eliminate "cheaters" in tfce 
system. Yet even the 
Department of Agriculture 
reported in 1974 that fraud­
ulent claims accounted for 
less than 1 in 1000 food 
stamp recipients.

NEW PROVISIONS
The current food stamp 

program allows for a system 
of monthly deductions for

such items as taxes, work- 
related expenses up to $30, 
medical and tuition costs, 
child care, alimony and 
support costs, and excess 
shelter costs.

But the new rules call 
for a standard, monthly 
deduction of $100, and $125 
for elderly, no matter what 
other extraordinary expenses 
the family may have.

Another key feature of the 
new rules is a provision 

called the "90-day retro­
spective accounting theory". 
Instead of measuring eligibil­
ity based on your current 
need, as the food stamp 
program now does, it would 
measure eligibility on the 
basis of your need over the 
last 3 months. This provision 
will particularly affect the 
newly unemployed and strikers.

The purchase price of food 
stamps will also be raised 
by 25%, from the present 
average of 24% to 30% of their 
income in cash to get monthly 
stamp allotments.

These cuts are part of 
the bourgeoisie's drive to 
"cut the government down to 
size." But this surgery only 
takes place in the few pro­
grams that serve the working 
class: especially the unem­
ployed and underemployed, the 
old, the young, the sick and 

disabled.

While these food stamp 

cuts were being announced, 

Continued on Page 7

S U P P O R T  T H E  M O L D E R S ’ S T R IK E
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Below we axe x e p x tn t in g  
excexptA fxom a l e t t e r  we r e ­
c e iv e d  {•\xom two membeXA o f  
th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  MoldeXA 
and A l l i e d  WoxkexA [AFL-CI0). 
The moldeXA A t r lk e  w h ich  be­
gan I n  e a x ly  A p a l l  1a ju a !  
one example of) th e  haxd f i g h t  
th e  oxgan lzed  A e c llo n  o f  th e  
la b o x  movement 1a waging a- 
g a ln A t th e  c a p l t a l lA t  c la A A. 
We w ou ld  l i k e  to  th a n k  th e  
moldeXA fo x  t k e lx  l e t t e r  and 
p ledge  th e  moldeXA A tx lk e  o u r  
c o n t in u in g  A uppoxt.

* * * * * * * * * *

For the past eight weeks 
foundry workers in the Inter­
national Molders and Allied 
Workers Union have been on 
strike. Over the past 25 
years there has basically been 
no change in the foundries. 
Working conditions are ex­
tremely dangerous and wages 
and benefits are close to 
nothing. The foundries make 
millions of dollars every 
year, every three years we 
expect a change for the better 
and always we get NOTHING. Our 
dental plan is so bad that it 
pays the tax on the bill we 
pay. Our cost of living plan 
is about 3c raise a year, and 
this raise is taken from our 
pension plan. This is why we 
have been forced to strike.
The time is now that the com­
pany pay the bills for our 
health.

Finally in 1976 the broth­
ers and sisters have gotten 
together to denand a decent 
contract to protect our lives,

lungs and our babies. We don't 
want our children to suffer 
like we've been suffering un­
der this capitalist system.

Foundry workers of all 
nationalities, Negro, Mexican, 
Portuguese, Anglo, many can't 
read in English, in order to 
have all the workers under­
stand what's going on, we have 
demanded that the company and 
union business be translated.
We have bad union meetings 
translated and our unity as 
workers of all nationalities 
has grown 10 times greater.

Our current strike includes 
54 shops from California to 
Washington. In the eight weeks 
of our strike, the police have 
become a daily problem. At the 
Vulcan foundry in Oakland we 
have feeen up to 50 police try­
ing to break our picket lines 
with clubs and escorts for the 
trucks. In Berkeley 15 broth­
ers were arrested, but were 
back on the picket line in 1 
hour. 19 brothers in Oregon 
and Washington have also been 
arrested.

After six weeks of no pro­
duction for the Abex plant in 
Oakland, the owners were forced 
to move their work to another 
Abex plant. A truck was loaded 
but the engine was mysterious­
ly missing parts. So the South­
ern Pacific Railroad was called 
in, but the workers wouldn't 
cross the picket line. Only 
with 50 police and 15 railroad 
police agents, helicopters and 
paddy wagons were they able to 
move one freight car in and 
out of the plant. We didn't 
stop here: we mobilized ac 
the next union meeting to

go to the Denver Abex Shop 
and stop the scab work on 
the freight. With 500 members 
at the meeting, we unanimous­
ly passed a resolution to 
enforce a section of our con­
stitution prohibiting sister 
shops from making struck work 
through executive order, and 
also got matching funds to 
finance the trip to Denver. 
The workers in Denver refused 
to unload the struck goods 
and the freight was off to 
St. Louis or Chicago to try 
again. This trip showed the 
strength of the union when 
the members have a say in it 
and raised the call for a 
National Contract. Our inter­
national Vice President who 
agreed with the trip never 
got the executive order and 
has not reimbursed us.

The U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service has 
also been attacking the 
strike. Two brothers in San 
Leandro were taken off the 
picket line, and deported.
The owners of H.C. Macauly 
sent a letter to Immigration 
to inquire about the status 
of one of the most active 
rank and file leaders of the 
strike, also asking the Immi­
gration to help weed out un­
documented workers. The bor­
ders are open to the rich; 
we must fight to open them to 
workers at all times.

The International repre­
sentatives Jerry Leggs and 
George McIntyre joined the 
attack against the strike.
A package deal was made be­
hind the backs of the Bay 
area negotiators. To scare us

into a vote for an inadequate 
contract we were threatened 
to have our Local taken over 
by the International through 
trusteeship. They said that 
any worker who speaks his mind 
and participates in the union 
is a communist. We know that 
Communists are the finest mem­
bers of the working class 
who have fought and died to 
build democratic unions. In 
the face of these threats, 
the three states overwhelming­
ly voted down the latest pro­
posal 1029 to 633.

Fellow workers, we in the 
Molders Union are strong and 
intelligent. We love our 
brothers and sisters dearly. 
We,like workers everywhere, 
are sick and tired of being 
treated like fools. Life it­
self is calling us to the 
front lines: we must once and 
for all unite ourselves and 
defend our working class who 
produces all and receives 
only enough to continue pro­
ducing .

Since our strike at least 
500 members attend every union 
meeting, and every honest 
motion is passed unanimously. 
The capitalists and their a- 
gents know that this is just 
the beginning of what is to 
come. This threat to take over 
our union is a serious matter. 
We must immediately form 
Equal Rights Committees in our 
shops to spearhead a defense 
of our union and stop any at­
tacks on the rank and file.

Brothers and sisters we 
are moving with the wave of 

history united for our liber­

ation., Nothing can stop us.
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OAKLAND
Continued from Page 2

From San Francisco to 

New Ifork City, the bourgeois­

ie yells "BUDGET CRISIS!" and 

the first proposed cut backs 

are those that directly af­

fect workers. Many cuts are 

in the areas of public facil­

ities, which, while across 

the board and thereby af­

fecting every worker who uses 

them —  are a direct blow to 

the vary survival of the 

national minorities since 

these services are already 

minimal in their neighbor­

hoods. In Oakland, all of 

the proposed library shut­

downs will be in the "flat 

lands" and the police and 

fire stations to be closed 

are in East and West Oakland, 

predominately national minor­

ity areas. Further attacks 

on national minorities are 

being proposed by Mayor Read­

ing and his bunch for this 

year: They plan to take "com­

munity development" money 
designated for expansion and 

uplifting of services for 

certain neighborhoods, and 

use it merely to maintain ex­

isting facilities (meanwhile 

$1.5 million sits unused in 

a "parking lot only" fund!).

The attacks on national 
minorities are not limited to 

their standard of living but 

are a matter of life and 

death. The number of police 

murders of national minority 

youth and workers in the 

Oakland-Bay Area in the past 

few years is staggering —  

Tyronne Guyton and Danny 

Trevino are but two of the 

latest additions to this 

blood-stained list.

Perhaps the strongest 

weapon the bourgeoisie pos­

sesses at this time against 

the united resistance of our 

class is the fostering of 

chauvinist divisions in our 

class which prevents us from 

really building a united 

front of defense against 

these fascist attacks. The 

national minorities are feel­

ing the effects of the crisis 

most heavily at this time —  

but the whole working class 

is being hit. We cannot 

afford to let the age-old 

lies of "inferiority" and 

"just look out for yourself" 

prevent our united action and 

fight-back as a class.

Vfe must band together and 

defend one another on the 

various fronts of struggle 

that our class is waging: 

strike support, for integra­

tion and ouality education 

through busing, against depor­

tations of undocumented work­

ers, for equal rights for 

women, and against hazardous 

health and safety conditions 

in our workplaces.

When the politicians cry 

BUDGET CUTS, we must yell 

back —  "CUT THE MILITARY 

BUDGET! C-IVE US JOBS WITH 

PEACE!" When the bourgeoisie 

and their fascist thugs (like 

ROAR, KKK, Posse Comitatus, 

and Nazi Party) threaten 

national minorities —  we 

must band together in Equal 

Rights Councils to defend the 

national minorities and 

strengthen the unity of our 

class.
Through our militant trade 

union caucuses, and community 

and neighborhood clubs we 

™»st rally the workers and

progressive people of Oakland 

to defend and protect the 

national minority workers, 

and force the bourgeoisie to 

pay for its own crisis.

From this position of 

unity and strength, we must 

move forward —  take the 

offensive against capitalism 

and begin the irrevocable 

fight for socialism —  the 

only system that guarantees 

jobs, housing, food, clothes 

and a decent life for all 

workers.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE

The Communist Labor Party 

of the USNA also publishes a 

national newspaper, the 

People'4 Tfiibune., which is the 

central organ of our Party. We 

encourage our readers to sup­

port & subscribe to this news­

paper .

For more information about 

the Communist Labor Party, the 

WeAt&nn UotikeA, or the 

People’4 TsUbum, write to:

P.0. Box 72306

Watts Station

Los Angeles, Ca. 90002

P.0. Box 24241

Bayview Station

San Francisco, Ca.94124

P.0. Box 25884 

Albuquerque, N.M. 87125

I would like to subscribe to the People’s 
Tribune:

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

□  $5, Hand Delivered
□  S6, Mailed

Mail to:
PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 

P.O. BOX 3774 
CHICAGO, ILL. 60654

Please make checks and money orders 
payable to The People's Tribune.

PROPOSITION 15
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run into the tens of millions 

of dollars - this is why the 

nuclear industry plays down 

these dangers and skimps on 

the necessary safety measures.

Another grave danger is 

that once the uranium is 

used up, it becomes the 

highly radioactive and poison­

ous substance called pluton­

ium. The capitalists minimize 

the dangers of plutonium by 

saying that all the waste that 

one large reactor will pro­

duce in one year is 2 cubic 

yards. But they don't say that 

a quantity of plutonium the 

size of an aspirin can kill 

100 people, and that each 

year in the USNA, enough of 

these "aspirins" are produced 

for one for each man, woman 

and child.

Worse yet is that plu­

tonium stays radioactive for 

200,000 years! So it must 

be stored in a place where 

it can't leak out in that 

time. Most plutonium is kept 

in "temporary" storage depos­

itories - and today these 

are almost filled to the 

brim. With the great expan-

COACHELLA
Continued from Page 3

implement it!

It has now become clear 

that the school board hoped 

the parents would forget . 

about the bilingual program 

in the heat of the battle to 

dismiss Coffy and Cochran.

Now the issue stands out 

even more clearly since three 

of the four fired teachers 

are bilingual instructors.

It is now the time of year to 

write up programs for federal 

funds and not a word has been 

written by the Board for the 

bilingual program. Today as a 

a result of the actions by the 

the Board there, is virtually 

no functioning bilingual pro­

gram for the children of 

Coachella.

What the Board wasn't pre­

pared to contend with is that 

the workers of Coachella are 

united and prepared to fight 

for their rights. The Su­

preme Court decision of Lau 

v s . Nichols stated that 

where there is a majority of 

people who speak another 

language, the Board of Edu­

cation has to provide an ed­

ucation in that language.

(The decision involved Chi*- 

nese speaking children in 

San Francisco.)

Children can't learn when 

a language other than their 

own is forced down their 

throats. The objective of a 

bilingual program should be 

that when students graduate 

they will be speaking two 

languages fluently. For 

Coachella, children would 

graduate speaking both Span­

ish and English since 85% of 

the children are Mexican

sion planned for the nuclear 

industry, the USNA is 

desperately searching for a 

large scale, permanent storage 

site. But it still has not 

found one that will be safe 

from earthquakes or from i 

poisoning the water.

There have been many 

instances of radiation 

leakage and near-accidents 

which have been hushed up.

In India, at a nuclear 

power plant built by 

Bechtel Corporation, radiation 

leaked from the plant into 

the local fishing waters and 

caused deaths and radiation 

sickness in 1972.

In a facility at Hanford, 

Washington, radiation waste 

is stored in above-ground 

tanks in liquid form. Since 

1958 there have been 20 

accidents that have leaked 

500,000 gallons into the land 

and waters of the Columbia 

River area.

ATOMIC ENERGY & WAR 

The USNA government had 

been stockpiling uranium (the 

radioactive material used in 

the atomic bomb) for years, 

when the technology was 

developed for the more power­

ful hydrogen bomb - which uses 

water instead of uranium as 

fuel.

Faced with large supplies 

of uraniim on its hands, the 

government initiated the so- 

called "Atoms for Peace" 

Program, which killed two 

birds with one stone - 

the government unloaded the 

uranium which it no longer 

needed for the outmoded A- 

Bomb, while Westinghouse and

Continued on page 8

national and Mexican nationa] 

minority, many of whom speak 

no English.

The Communist Labor Party 

since its inception has sup­

ported the workers’ struggle 

for quality, integrated and 

bilingual education. Around 

the country bilingual educa­

tion is under attack. Espe­

cially in the Southwest the 

support of the working class 

for bilingual education and 

busing is critical to the 

unity of the working class. 

Bilingual programs must be 

extended. They must be im­

plemented wherever there are 

non-English speaking chil­

dren and not simply where they 

they are in the majority.

If there is only one child 

in a school who is non- 

English speaking, then that 

child must be guaranteed bi­

lingual education. In this 

struggle to guarantee and 

achieve the respect for the 

rights of workers of all 
nationalities and languages, 

the workine class can begin 
to forge the unity necessary 

for our fight against 

capitalism.

SUPPORT

THE COACHELLA WORKERS

The agribusiness inter­

ests and the school board 

that represents them have 

time and again shown that 

they don't want our children 

to be educated. Because our 

children come to work in the 

fields the capitalists don't 

want them to be able to 

fight for their rights.

Those same forces who exploit 

us in the fields are those 

who deny education to our 

children.

Well, the workers of 

Coachella are fighting 

back, fighting hard for a 

real bilingual program. Pre­

sently workers are picketing 

the home of Bobby Duke, the 

superintendent of the Coa­

chella schools.

All workers must rally to 

the support of their heroic 

struggle. Let the school 

board and the big ranchers 

know that the workers of 

Coachella do not stand alone. 

Support the Coachella work­

ers by demanding a real bi­

lingual program, demand the 

immediate re-instatement with 

full rights to the four fired 

teachers. Write to:

United States Office for

Civil Rights 

760 Market Street 

San Francisco, CA 

(415) 545-6606

Dr. Reyes Mazo 

Region G -Lau Center 

Institute for Cultural

Pluralism

San Diego State University 

5545 1/2 Hardy Avenue 

San Diego, Calif. 92182

M r . Bobby Duke 

Superintendant of Schools 

Coachella Valley Unified

School District,

Coachella, Ca.

Demand that the situation 

in Coachella be thoroughly 

investigated and that two 

investigators be sent from 

the Lau Center to insure a 

bilingual program. Please 

send copies to Mr. Duke and 

Dr. Reyes Mazon.

H i ■ H H H
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RUBBER
WORKERS

Continued from Page 1

your're being honest with 

yourself - is that alot of 

business the company is los­

ing may never come back. A 

lot of customers refuse to 

wait and, unfortunately, it's 

going to cost some Goodyear 

people their jobs. Make no 

mistake about that."

Then Goodyear goes on to 

say where this business that 

"may never come back" is 

headed. In the company's own 

words: "Windsor, Vermont may 

be a long way from URW Inter­

national headquarters and 

possibly far from your 

thoughts, but Goodyear has a 

plant there and there are 

about 350 URW members wo r k ­

ing at Windsor. If the stike 

ended today, 100 would be 

laid off. Goodyear has al­

ready lost more than $1 

million in customers orders, 

much of this to non-union 

plants who today are paying 

about $1 an hour less in 

wages and benefits than we  

currently pay at Windsor." 

(Goodyear's emphasis).

These non-union, low-wage 

plants that the company is 

talking about are located in 

the colonial areas of the 

world, especially in the 

Negro Nation and in the 

oppressed Southwest. In the 

Negro Nation only 13.1% of 

the workers are in unions 

compared to 31.8% in the rest 

of the country. In most 

southern and southwestern 

states, including peanut 

farmer Jimmy Carter's 

Georgia, there are "right 

to work" laws allowing non­

union shops. While in Akron, 

Ohio, for instance, Goodyear 

workers average $5.50 per 

hour in Mississippi rubber 

workers get $3.90.

A few years ago a whole 

wing of the Los Angeles 

Goodyear plant relocated in 

the Negro Nation. Today, the 

rubber multinationals are 

threatening to "runaway" 

more shops to the Negro 

Nation and Southwestern 

states of Texas, New Mexico 

and Arizona. That's the 

threat contained in the 

Goodyear letter - if there's 

a long strike at the end of 

it many workers won't have 

jobs to come back to. Good­

year is today building a 

34,500 square foot latex 

plant in Calhoun, Georgia 

and a $15 million addition 

to its Danwell, Virginia 

truck tire plant.

If the URW is to win this 

strike and if workers are to 

defend their right to a job, 

we must take up the demand 

for wage parity and unioni­

zation of the shops in the 

Negro Nation and Southwest.

As long as the rubber, auto, 

steel or electronics monopo­

lies can continue to run­

away to oppressed low-wage, 

non-union plants in the 

Negro Nation and Southwest, 

then no workers job or in­

come is safe. This demand, 

summed up by the call "Free 

the Negro Nation!" must be 

taken up by the rubber work­

ers and made into a key part 

of workers* Negro Nation Day 

activities this June 19th.

URW
Despite difficult odds 

the militancy and restless­

ness of the workers is grow­

ing. A  long strike now seems 

likely. The $35 a week strike 

funds have already been used 

up. The union leadership, 

headed by Presdient Pete 

Bommarito, has called for a 

special convention May 27 to 

set up a strike fund. This is 

a step, but the union leader­

ship waited until the strike 

fund was completely depleted 

before taking any action. 

Knowing a long strike was in 

the offing they did little to 

build a strike fund while 

workers were still working, 

even though many workers were 

willing to set aside money 

out of their checks.

The union leadership has 

done little, if anything, to 

prepare, educate and mobil- 

ze its own workers to win the 

strike, has not responded to 

the government's or companies 

attacks, and done little to 

rally other workers and pro­

gressives to their support.

There is no coordination 
between striking rubber 
workers of the different com­
panies and no strategy for 
the strike. The Goodyear and 
Firestone plants in LA are 
scarcely 1 1/2 miles apart 
but workers at these plants 
know nothing of each other 
struggles. If this kind of 
thing continues during a 
long strike, it could have 
a demoralizing effect on the 
workers.

WHAT MUST BE DONE
AROUND THE STRIKE?

Now -is the time for a 
bolder direction to the 
rubber strike before it's 
too late. The bourgeoisie is 
using its connections, con­
trol of the government and 
hold on the colonies to 
attack the rubber workers, 
now is the time for the work- ■  
ing class to use our strength 
- unite our ranks as one 

class in defense of the 
rubber workers. All workers 
must raise the demand: NO 
TAFT-HARTLEY!

Since the fate of the 

auto workers is closely tied 

to this demand, Auto workers 

must now begin to forge a 

fighting front with their 

class brothers in rubber. The 

auto contract comes up this 

September and if the rubber

workers are beaten the auto 

Workers will suffer too. The 

resolution of support passed 

by UAW Local 216 in Los 

Angeles is a fine start. Now 

actual mobilizations of auto 

workers against the threat 

of the Taft-Hartley, to the 

rubber lines, financial 

and moral support are all 

the more necessary

Support is also needed 

from workers' mass organiza­

tions like the NAACP, 

churches, and civic organi­

zations . This can be the 

beginnings of a real mutual 

support of workers for one 

another.

TO THE RUBBER WORKERS
The rubber workers them­

selves must begin to bring 
together their rank and file 
pressure on the union leader­
ship to make them fight in 
the interests of the workers. 
Caucuses and strike commit­

tees formed within the union 

can begin to give the rubber 

strike a better direction. 

Rubber workers must place 

the demand for wage parity 

and unionization of the Negro 

Nation and Southwest on the 

agenda of their unions and 

raise the demand NO LAYOFFS 

AFTER THE STRIKE AND ALL LAID 

OFF WORKERS BE CALLED BACK 

TO WORK!

NO TAFT-HARTLEY!

FULL UNIONIZATION OF THE 

SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST AND 

EQUAL WAGES!

NO LAYOFFS AFTER THE STRIKE 

AND ALL LAID OFF WORKERS BE 

CALLED BACK TO WORK!

FREE T H E  N E G R O  N A T IO N

Five hundred dollars read the poster 
A reward for finding Jim 
But he’s gone on the freedom railroad 
Master u<on't see h im again.

Chorus
And when we fight, we'll fight till victory, 
The Negro Nation will be free,
The working class shall be the masters, 
No longer slaves of the bourgeoisie.

They sold mother to Jim Thompson 
They sold daughter off for play 
They gave father forty lashes 
When he tried to slip away

Come the time of reconstruction 
And the Negro people used 
To overthrow their southern masters 
Establish northern capitalist rule

Then theKu KluxKlan spread terror, 
Burning crosses through the land 
And the Black Codes told the story 
Let demixracy be damned

\

Homestead Act meant land for farming 
But no Negroes could apply 
Forced to stay, they built a nation,
But it's freedom’s been denied

Say come all you northern workers 
You brave women and brave men 
We’ve got to Free the Negro Nation 
I f  our freedom we will win.

FOODSTAMPS
Contiued from P*ge 5

the government let it be 

known that 78% (almost 8 out 

of every 10) of the capital­

ists that make over $200,000* 

a - y e a r  in clear profits 

paid no taxes at all in 1974.

In the proposed federal 

budget, of the $413 billion^ 

over $50 billion is budgeted 

to pay the bank as interest 

(i.e. clear profit) for past 

l o a n s .

The capitalists use the 

state to oppress the vast 

majority of the population 

—  the working class. Social 

programs are cut, while the 

military and oppressive 

apparatus are beefed up. Tax 

dollars are channelled to 

keep profits high and to 

prepare for war against the 

socialist camp in order to 

gain new markets for the 

capitalists to exploit. That 

is why the Food Stamp 

program is being cut at the 

same time that war threats 

are made against Panama and 

there is an intensification 

of anti-Soviet propaganda.

How come none of the 

bourgeois politicians like 

Ford, Reagan, Brown, Carter; 

etc. - are talking about

eliminating the real waste in 

the federal budget: the 

military budget? With the

$113 billion from the mili­

tary budget, the USNA could 

assure full employment, 

integrated, quality schools 

with full bilingual programs, 

free universal health care, 

e t c .

But capitalism is only 

concerned with profits. It 

is not concerned with meet­

ing the needs of the people. 

Instead it seeks to invest 

in profitable military hard­

ware which can be destroyed 

or declared obsolete. Bourg- 

geois politicians constant­

ly try to outdo each other 

by giving more and more of 

our hard-earned tax dollars 

to the military and to sub­

sidize the capitalist class.

Let's force all these 

holier-than-thou politicians 

to face the real issues 

facing the working class and 

to talk to our real n e e d s : 

jobs, peace and equality.

The working class must 

oppose these attacks. The 

struggle to prevent these 

new reactionary regulations 

from being instituted must 

be waged on several fronts: 

Firstly, the people of 

the USNA must demand that 

Congress, and not the Presi­

dent, determine federal 

policy on Food Stamps. A 

campaign can and must be 

waged by progressive organ­

izations and unemployed com­

mittees, for nationalization 

of welfare programs and suit­

able, adequate and uniform 

programs to meet the needs 

of the people of the USNA.

Secondly, a concrete 

struggle must be waged to 

prevent raising of the prices 

of food stamps. Also workers 

must demand that the pro­

posed $100 standard deduction 

be increased and updated 

semi-annually to offset 

inflation. The demand must be 

raised to insure that the 

recently unemployed, strikers 

" m i g r a n t  workers and season^ 

nally employed are not cut 

off from food stamps. The 

new regulations would cut 

all of these sections of 

the working class from 

receiving food stamps, 

driving them further into 

starvation and destitution.

Clearly the "reforms" 

pronounced by Ford and 

issued by the USDA are a 

further escalation in the 

mounting attacks on the 

working people. The poorest, 

oldest and most vulnerable 

sections feel these blows 

the hardffit. Strikers will 

be possibly prevented from 

striking by the threat of 

starvation. Many working 

families deprived of food 

stamp benefits will be driven 

to desperation. To prevent 

the further advance of this 

offensive, united action of 

the working class is 

necessary. Workers and 

progressives, individually 

and through their community 

and other organizations, 

must write to Congress and 

demand that the USDA regula­

tions be halted, that social 

welfare legislation be placed 

back in the hands of Congress 

and that the elected offic­

ials of the people listen 

to their demands for decent 

food, clothing and housing.
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of living for all workers, 

rather than a threat to jobs 

which it causes under capital­

ism.

However, we are against 

the wide-spread use of such 

potentially dangerous things 

as nuclear reactors before the 

technology to ensure their 

safety has even been developed, 

We take our stand in 

support of Proposition 15 not 

only in defense of the working 

class, but also to expose the 

capitalists, the state and 

labor traitors, who will

ARIZONA
Continued from Page I

placed in one district, a 

small non-Indian minority 

of fhe County's voters effect­

ively control all the 

decison making in the County.

As a result, the needs of 

the Navajo people are con­

stantly neglected. School 

districts on the Navajo 

Reservation have not been 

adequately funded, and one 

school district will be 

forced to close if funds from 

the county are not forth­

coming .

In Arizona, the US imperi- 

alists have historically used

PROP. 15
Continued from Page 6

General Electric, by buying 

it up at bargain basement 

rates, got a monopoly in the 

growing nuclear reactor 

b u s i n e s s .

Just in the last few 

weeks, General Electric has 

concluded a deal to sell 

2 nuclear reactors to South 

Africa. It is no accident that 

with the present drive toward 

war, we  find the USNA supply­

ing both nuclear weapons and 

nuclear energy sources to 

South Africa, Brazil in Latin 

American and Israel in the 

middle east, countries which 

are the foothold of USNA imper­

ialist interests in three of 

the areas in the world where 

the struggle against imperial­

ism is.most intense.
Let us not lose sight of 

the fact that one of the 

main reasons so much energy 

is and will be required is 

for production for w a r . In 

order to maintain a "stable 

investment climate" world­

wide and to find new 

markets for its products, 

imperialist interests dic­

tate that there be war. The 

military budget was $113 bil­

lion this year, and it c o n ­

stantly is increased, while 

public services get cut back. 

Today the majority of scien­

tific research is directly 

or indirectly in the service 

of the Pentagon, rather than 

developing technology to solve 

the needs of society, safely 

and efficiently without 

pollution.

ENERGY IN THE SOUTHWEST

One of the major sources 

of uranium is in the state 

of New Mexico, where there 

are also rich reserves of 

coal, oil and gas. Since 

World War II, there has been 

a virtual raping of the South­

west for energy resources, 

and this has been accompanied 

by the attempted crushing of 

miners' unions, low wages, 

strip mining, the oppression 

of the Indian peoples and 

the encroachment on their 

land, where many of the 

resources lie. A worker in the 

uranium mines is almost guar­

anteed to get lung cancer 

after breathing in uranium 

particles for 5 to 7 vears.
The defense of the Indian 

peoples, the Mexican National 

Minority and the struggle of 

the miners in the Southwest 

is an important component of 

the struggle of workers to 

control the development of 

energy resources for our own 

benefit, and not to our 

detriment.
While the CLP supports 

Proposition 15, we  want to 

make it clear that we  are not 

opposed to nuclear power in 

and of itself. The proletariat 

sees technological advance 

as one of the means to liber­

ate humanity from the monoto­

nous and strenuous toil w e  

are forced to endure while 

mechanization remains 

"unprofitable" for the cap­

italists. Under capitalism 

everything is produced for 

profit and the health and 

safety of the people is 

disregarded.

Only under socialism, 

where the workers control 

production, will automation 

result in a shorter work 

day and higher standard

trick and lie to the workers 

and put our lives in danger 

for their sacred purpose of 

making a profit.

NATIONALIZE ENERGY

We  also want to make _it 

clear that we  do not see 

Proposition 15 as the 

"solution" to the problem of 

safe and low cost energy. Our 

Party calls for the nation­

alization of the energy in­

dustry, as a step that will 

curtail the gigantic profits 

of the oil monopolies and 

increase the benefits that 

the working people so sorely 

need. The working class must 

join together to force the 

government to take over the 

energy industries, regulate 

the p r i c e  and run these in­
dustries in the interests

of society.

The government is now 

considering various give­

away plans of enormous pro­

portions to the energy 

monopolies —  for example, 

governmental subsidy for 

research and development, 

guarantees of stable prices 

and satirfactory earnings, 

a "federal guarantee of 

$8 billion to cover private 

industry losses if they 

occur," for starters.

The Rockefeller Energy 

Proposal of October, 1975 

recommends that the govern­

ment allocate $100 billion 

of governmait funds as 

capital to, and guarantee 

prices for* chosen energy 

firms in the private sector.

The working class must 

demand the nationalization 

of energy in the interests of 

the working class, not in the 

interests of the capitalists.'

£

every tool at their command 

to deprive the Indians within 

the state of the ability to 

participate in the voting 

process. Even after Indians 

were "given" citizenship and 

the right to vote by Congress 

in 1924, Arizona and 

New Mexico refused to recog­

nize Indian citizenship. Not 

until 1948, approximately 80 

years following the passage 

of the 14th and 15th Amend­

ments to the Constitution 

did Arizona confer citizen­

ship on the Indian residents. 

And this was only when forced 

to do so by a ruling of the 

Supreme Court I

The February 1976 federal 

court decision ordered Apache 

County to reapportion by 

April 23, 1976, but the 

county has vowed to use every 

delaying tactic to stop re­

districting. The county has 

also refused to use the 

latest census figures in re­

apportioning the county and 

will base its redistricting 

on the 1970 census figures - 

figures which the Navajo 

Tribe have shown to under­

estimate the number of Indian 

people in Apache County.

Not only is the county 

planning to stall by taking 

the case to the Supreme 

Court, but Platt, the county 

attorney, warned a meeting 

of the Apache County Board 

of Supervisors that the 

situation will literally 

"come to a shooting war" 

because the non-Indian prop­

erty owners will not pay 

taxes imposed by a Board 

with an Indian majority 

represented. Platt has been 

joined by groups of non- 

Indian residents who have 

organized to undermine the 

efforts of the Navajo people.

Such actions are nothing 

new to the Indians of 

Arizona, New Mexico or any­

where in this country. The 

strivings of the Indian

peoples for their rights 

have always been met with 

terror, deceit and sabotage 

by the bourgeoise. Indians 

have never really had any 

voice in controlling their 

lives. The denial of the 

vote, the discriminatory 

drawing of electoral dis­

tricts like in Apache County 

have been some of the 

tactics to prevent any pro­

test. Similar tactics have 

been used historically 

against the Negro people in 

the Negro Nation - the 

terroristic denial of the 

vote and grossly discrimina­

tory electoral districting 

schemes (call gerrymander­

ing) .

The lands of the Indians 

have been conquered and ex­

ploited by the bourgeoisies 

historical westward expan­

sion. Today, the lands of 

the Indians have been found 

to be rich in energy and 

other resources. To exploit 

these resources the huge 

energy monopolies have been 

working hand in glove with 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

(BIA) , FBI,, state and 

federal agencies. Recently 

the Western Arizona lands of 

the Yavapai Indians have 

been condemned by the US 

Bureau of Reclamation so a 

profitable water system could 

be routed to serve Agri­

business interests in Tucson 

and Phoenix.

Outright terror is now a 

daily occurrence against those 

who protest the rape of their 

lands and peoples. Russell 

M e a n s , American Indian 

Movement Activist, has just 

been critically wounded,

Yvonne Wanrow in Washington 

faces a long jail term for 

defending her child from 

being molested, Dennis Banks 

in California and Leonard 

Peltier in Canada face ex­

tradition to South Dakota 

where they face almost 

certain death.

The bourgeoisie has 

succeeded in wiping out many 

Indian tribes, in isolating 

and attacking the Indians. 

Throughout history many 

Anglo-American peoples have 

supported or closed their 

eyes to the oppression of 

the Indians. Today, the task 

of the working class is not 

to pity the Indian but to 

militantly mobilize defense 

and protection of the rights 

of the I n dians. Only by 

defending all those under 

attack can the working class 

unite to beat back the danger 

of fascism in this country.

The development of a national 

Equal Rights Congress which 

will mobilize to defend the 

Indian peoples is central to 

this task.

We  must turn our attention 

to Apache County, Arizona. 

Support the right of the 

Navajos for better represen­

tation. Raise the demand 

across the land for the con­

trol by the Indians them­

selves of their historic 

lands, resources, and local 

institutions - for Regional 

A u t o n o m y .'

■ M H
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4 SAME OLD POLITICS IN  A NEW PACKAGE

Continued from Page 4

refusing to live in the huge 
California governor's mansion.
He declined to be driven 
about in a limousine, 
driving a Plymouth instead.
He made the members of his 
staff take a 7% cut in pay.

When Brown was elected 
many people breathed a sigh 
of relief, glad that the 
Reagan years were finally 
over. But, as one major 
business weekly gleefully 
reported, Brown has since 
"out-Reaganed Reagan". In 
his inaugural address - the 
shortest ever given by a 
California governor - Brown 
promised action around four 
issues: a farmworkers' bill, 
a collective bargaining bill 
for public employees, tax 
loopholes and the question 
of jobs.

But Brown quickly disap-> 
pointed those who thought he 
would deal with California's 
pressing problems. He preach­
ed the doctrine of "lower 
economic expectations". At 
one point he declared: "I'm 
not a fiscal conservative.
I'm just cheap." He said that 
prisons should be for punish­
ing people and not for reha­
bilitation. He opposed school 
hot lunch programs, saying 
that they contributed to big 
government and that his mo­
ther's cold lunches were good 
enough for him when he went 
to school.

As a result of the years of 

long struggle of thousands of 
farmworkers, Brown set up the 
Agricultural Labor Relations 
Board in late May 1975, to 
supervise elections in the 
fields. However, this board 
existed for only five months 
and of the 350 elections it 
supervised many were tampered 
with by California growers and 
Teamster goons. Brown's tre­
mendous "support" for the farm­
workers was shown when he did 
nothing after armed members 
of the Posse Comitatus, act­
ing on behalf, of the growers, 
stopped farmworkers organizers 
from entering the fields.
Brown and the bourgeoisie 
would very much like to bring 
the militant farmworkers' 
movement under their control.

Brown has refused to appro­
priate needed funds for edu­
cation while California's 
schools deteriorate. He has 
refused to implement the Cali­
fornia Supreme Court's Serrano 
vs. Priest decision which

Employment Development De­
partment proposed a program 
to create jobs, the plan 
was attacked by the reaction­
ary Oakland Tribune as a 
"communist plot". Brown fired 
Lorenz as a result of this. 
Then he formed a special ad­
visory council to deal with 
unemployment. The composi­
tion of this council is re­
vealing, because it shows the 
people Brown really repre­
sents. The council was made 
up of the presidents of the 
Bank of America, Standard Oil 
of California, the Oakland 
Tribune, and defense contrac­
tor David Packard. It's 
clear from this that Brown 
is a servant not of the "peo-

to prepare the way for 
fascism. On every issue 
Brown tries to sound "liber­
al" and "maverick", but ends 
up taking the position of 
the most reactionary, most 
chauvinist capitalists. He 
is opposed to equal quality 
education through busing.
He's against cutting the 
military budget and is for 
a "strong defense posture".
He says the USNA is being 
"pushed around a lot" by 
smaller countries. He says 
the workers must accept an 
"austere, leaner life".

Brown talks a lot about 
"political reform” but he 
relied on the corrupt machine 
politicians of Baltimore to 
win the Maryland primary.

the small society
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ordered the state govern­
ment to change the way Cali­
fornia schools are funded. 
Presently schools are fund­
ed on the basis of property 
taxes, which guarantees that 
the children of the workers 
go to the worst schools. 
Brown has refused to intro­
duce legislation to equalize 
funding and has blocked the 
attempts by members of the 
legislature to do so. This.- 
is what he means by attack­
ing "big government" - 
attack all programs which 
benefit the people while 
keeping the military budget 
and capitalist profit intact.

Brown's inactivity on the 
question of unemployment has 
been a disgrace. When James 
Lorenz, director of the

pie", but of the capitalist 
class.

Derek Shearer, an assist­
ant to Lorenz, described one 
meeting with Brown concerning 
employment:

"At a meeting on jobs poli­
cy - one of the few he attend­
ed - Brown completely domi­
nated the meeting, telling us 
to study a Zen commune in 
northern.California that he 
admired. At one point he 
said, 'There is no unemploy­
ment crisis. When there are 
people rioting in the streets, 
then we will know that a 
problem exists.'" (New Repub­
lic. 9/13/75)

It is time for all of us 
to take a long, hard look at 
Jerry Brown and call him what 
he is - a demagogue and a 
populist. Jerry Brown sounds 
good. He rails against "big 
government" and "political 
corruption". Like all popu-. 
lists he talks about the 
"people" and the "poor" in 
their struggle against the 
"rich" and the "government". 
But populists like Brown 
never tell us the most impor­
tant thing - that the fight 
going on every day in the 
USNA is not just a struggle 
between rich and poor, but 
a struggle between the class 
of workers and the class of 
capitalists. Brown doesn't 
dare say that. If he is so 
concerned about the "little 
man" why didn't he support 
the San Francisco city work­
ers' strike or the other 
strikes now going on in Cali­
fornia? Why doesn't he take 
action against the cross­
burning fascist groups? Brown 
cannot do these things be­
cause he is controlled by the 
the capitalist class - the 
same capitalists that he 
appointed to his special 
council on unemployment.

The capitalists need a 
fascist dictatorship in this 
country - a system where 
the workers have no rights. 
They utilize men like Brown

Governor Marvin Mandel is 
under indictment on several 
counts for his corruption. 
When Brown introduced him 
a his victory rally as the 
man responsible for his pri­
mary win, Brown's own cam­

paign workers: booed him off 
the stage.' One of the men 
who campaigned for Brown gave 
a speech in which he said, 
"Vote for Brown and this 
country will be lily white."!

While Brown's supporters 
make fascist statements like 
this one, Carter talks about

"ethnic purity" and Reagan 
rattles his sabre against 
Panama. All of the candi­
dates support the drive 
toward war and fascism. They 
may have different styles or 
approaches, but their poli­
tics are fundamentally the 
same.

Fellow workers, the task 
before us is not to choose 
one of these demagogues. Our 
task is to organize the fight 
for jobs, peace and equality. 
To do that we need our own 
party, a political party in­
dependent of the capitalist 
class. The Communist Labor 
Party is such a party. The 
CLP is now on the ballot in 
the state of Michigan. We 
need to be on the ballot in 
many more states. While 
socialism cannot be legislated 
into being, the electoral 
arena is a place where the 
voices of the communists and 
other progressive workers 
must be heard.

Fellow workers! Help us 
build the Communist Labor 
Party. Join the CLP. Our 
salvation does not lie with 
the Democratic and Republican 
Parties. We must free our­
selves !

COMMUNIST LA BOR PA RTY  

O N  MICHIGAN BALLOT
The Communist Labor Party 

received 32,700 signatures! This 
amount qualifies the CLP to enter 
the August primary in Michigan. 
However to remain on the ballot and 
run a candidate in November, we 
will need more than 5,000 votes. We 
urge all the people who signed our 
petition to stand with the Commun­

ist Labor Party and vote for us in 
August. We also want to take this 
opportunity to thank all the people 
who helped us in the campaign and 
pledge to them and the working 
class that the Communist Labor 
Party will continue to fight for the 
workers and spread the lofty ideals 
of socialism.

The Communist Labor Party urges 
all the readers of the Western Worker 
to help sustain our party’s press by 
subscribing now.

I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
WESTERN WORKER:

PARTNERS IN ‘ NAME

ADDRESS
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'So long/ partner!”

CITY STATE
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MAIL TO:

WESTERN WORKER 
%PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 

P.O.BOX 3774 
CHICAGO, ILL. 60654

Please make check or money order 
payable to 

Western Worker
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