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Of the Communist Party of China:
When the mountains thunder the grim word, the quiet tears bathe the
valley. . "

The working class and the oppressed peoples of the world have lost a
champion precious to their cause, and the deprivation is sore to bear.
Phrases pale in the attempt to measure this loss. The struggles of the
Chinese people brought forth a Mao Tsetung and .the world is illumined
by that strength. The battle swells and his rich Thought flies as a lead
ing banner in the march.

His menrwry has many monuments more substantial than granite, more
enduring than difficulty or danger, more vital than death can overcome.
For all who struggle against exploitation and oppression there are the
means and the method, the courage to conquer difficulty and danger,
the confidence to persevere to working class victory. And in the last
great continuing battle of his life, the consolidation of working class
rule and the prevention of Soviet-style reversion, we cherish our trust
in the revolutionary successors, nourished by his Thought and steeled
in the battles he led, to overcome all obstacles and, in his name, to lead
the way forward.

We merge our grief with that of his widow and family, with the grief of
the comrades of the Communist Party of China, and the world's revolu
tionary peoples, and pledge ourselves to continue the fight until the
basis for twisting human labor into private gain has been wiped from
the face of the earth forever.

LONG LIVE THE GREAT UNITY OF THE PEOPLES OF THE
WORLD!

LONG LIVE MARXISM-LENINISM. MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT!

Centra! Committee

Revofutionary Communist P^y of the USA

a

Mao Tsetung-Great Leader of the Working Class

Deatha Deep Loss,
Life a Profound inspiration 'Hr, ' zr

Mao Tsetung, Chairman of the Communist Party of China, Is dead at age 82. Who
was this man, that even the rulers of the United States, after viciously reviling him and
China for over 20 years, find themselves in a position where the President must say:
"Mao Tsetung was a remarkable and great man." Who was he that the two most power
ful countries in the world, the U.S. and Russia, have no leaders that compare with him

in stature, either in love and respect from the people, or fear and hate from enemies.
Mao Tsetung, born a middle-level peasant In 1893, was, like millions of Chinese

youth, rebellious. And why not? By the time he was ten, foreign garrisons were In

every main city, British and American gunboats patrolled every river, propping Up the
decadent landlord government. They were there to keep China backward, to better.

profit off her resources and labor and to maintain their criminal empires.
It was in participating in great revolutionary struggles of the Chinese people against

every outrage and abuse they, suffered under foreign and landlord rule, and because of
the inspiration of the victory of the working class in establishing its rule in the Soviet
Union that he among many others, found his way to Marxism, the science of revolution.
As he said, "...once I had accepted it as the correct interpretation of history, I did not

afterwards waver."

In his own day, Marx had taken part in and analysed the struggles of the workers

against exploitation and oppression, such as the movement for the 8 hour day, the
U.S. Civil War, the Paris Commune, where for two months the workers held power. He
had shown how the driving force in moving society forward throughout history was
the struggle between oppressed and oppressor classes. He showed how modern society

had created something new in history, the working class, which produces society's
wealth working in common, even while that wealth is ripped off by a handful of vam
pires called capitalists. From this he showed that In order to put an end to all the
miseries of capitalism, free themselves and move society forward, the workers in each
country had to organize themselves against their capitalist rulers, overthrow them and
replace their exploiting rule with the rule of the workers, and that to do this they
needed the leadership of their own political party.

Like Marx and Lenin, who led the revolution in Russia, Mao Tsetung was no con

descending savior, no social worker. He was a Communist. He taught coal miners
(among the first worker members of the Chinese Communist Party} how to read, draw

ing letters in the sand. But he did not do this so a few of them could go off to school
and leave the rest in misery. He did it so they could be better able to lead all to.take

matters into their own hands and overthrow those who exploited and oppressed the
masses of people.

In 1927, describing a peasant revolt in his home province, Hunan, he said:

"In short, all those whom the gentry [landowning tyrants] had despised, those whom
they had trodden into the dirt, people with no place in society, people with no right
to speak, have now audaciously lifted up their heads. They have not only lifted up
their heads, but taken power into their hands...They have raised their rough, work-
soiled hands and laid them on the gentry...They are issuing orders and are running
everything. Those who used to rank lowest now rank above everybody else; and so
this is called turning things upside down."

Such was the struggle of the Chinese people, and it was in this and many other and

even more monumental struggles that the leadership of Mao Tsetung was forged. At
that time, he w^s siding with the peasants, arguing against those who fancied them-
selved "revolutionaries" but who looked upon these events as "terrible." He argued

that true revolutionaries should unite with, learn from, and politically lead the people,
and that those events were "fine." He gave his heart to the people.

Always Stood with Working Class

Throughout the cmjrse of the Chinese Revolution, until the very end of his-life, Mao
Tsetung has kept his heart with the people and has not wavered from Marxism. He har
always sided with those with rough, work-soiled hands who are laying them on their
enemies, their oppressors throughout the world, and he has shown us the way forward.

There were those who said that because the workers were a tiny minority of China's
population, there could be no hope of working class revolution—of thoroughly, and
throughout the country, "turning things upside down." But Mao Tsetung, learning
from the peoples' struggles and applying the science of revolution to conditions in
China, argued that the only way forward for China, and countries like China, was for
the working class Party to lead the workers and peasants to fight and overthrow the

Continued on page 2
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Deep Loss...
Continued from page 1

foreign imperialists and the landlords. The difference between China today and India
today is searing evidence of this truth.

With the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, with Mao Tsetung as its Chair
man, the Chinese people sent the Japanese invaders packing. Then, when the United
States armed Chiang Kai-shek to the teeth and hurled him at the base areas led by the
Communist Party, again the Chinese people were victorious. And on October 1,1949,
Mao Tsetung, standing on a platform in the center of Peking, declared to the whole
world, "The Chinese people have stood up."

But it was after the working class was in power in China, and its Party, the Commun
ist Party, led the government, that Mao Tsetung's greatest and most inspiring contribu
tion to the struggle of millions of oppressed the world over was made.

In the 1950s, in the Soviet Union, a new capitalist class arose, from within socialist

society; their leader, Khrushchev. With the greatest possible speed, they reinstituted
the capitalist society with all its evils. They resurrected unemployment, speedup, dis
crimination by nationality, domination of other countries, decadence—you name it.

These "New Czars" Insisted that the Chinese Communist Party should follow their
lead, and when refused flat out, they withdrew all support from China. They literally
left with the blueprints for half finished factories! Could China, poor in agriculture,
poor in industry, with very little discovered oil, etc., go on? Could she, with Russian
troops massed on her northern borders, and with the U.S. spread throughout Southeast

Asia, and enforcing an economic and political blockade, go on?
Once again the Chinese people emerged victorious. They have built a "poor and

blank" country into a strong and prosperous, though still developing one. They have
done this through their own self-reliance, but most importantly, they have done it by
advancing at every point away from the old society and by building socialism to ad
vance towards communism.

Mao Tsetung, summing up the bitter lessons of the defeat of the working class in the
Soviet Union, developed the line that while the workers have the government in their
hands under socialism, still classes exist and struggle against one another and will until
class differences are eliminated and full communism achieved. Therefore, it is necessary
for the workers to constantly fight to defend their power and to advance society.
Otherwise, the old exploiting classes will stage a comeback.

Millions of Chinese people agreed with this, from their own experience. And they

went into battle. It was called the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. They beat

back traitors to the working class within their Party, the Communist Party itself,
who advocated that workers should just work and keep their mouth shut about such

things as running their factory, the country and should not concern themselves with
the future of humanity. These traitors' goal was that the working class should not rule
China.

Working Class Rules

For Mao Tsetung has never ruled China. In China the working class, in alliance with
the peasants, rules. And Mao Tsetung, time and again, has led them forward. There
is a big difference between a "ruler" and a leader. Until the day he died, he kept his
heart with the people and used his knowledge to develop the ways for the masses
themselves to solve problems in theii lives and in advancing society. He relentlessly
fought those who would betray our class.

Mao Tsetung was a man of great vision, a man who fought together with millions
all his life—whether living in caves fighting guerrilla warfare or in Peking, the Chairman

of the Party in power—for a future entirely free of classes and class exploitation...even
if it would take a thousand years!

But he was no soft-headed idealist. His vision was based on reality; it is possible
and as inevitable as the truth that wherever there is oppression there will be resistance
to it.

He was a great Marxist-Leninist, a truly great leader of the working class, who was
like the cap on the wave of the Chinese people's struggle.

And all this is why millions of people the world over and in every country deeply
mourn his passing. And all this is why no matter who leads the capitalist countries, in
cluding the U.S. or the Soviet Union, they will never have his stature, for they are
guardians of a vampire-like system, which thrives only on the blood of its victims and
cannot otherwise survive.

And the struggle of those millions around the world is progressing, and that is the
main reason why even the President of the U.S. must bow to necessity and praise the
man our. rulers have done everything they could, at one time or another, to destroy.

But no one can destroy what Mao Tsetung stood for—the emancipation of the work
ing class and mankind. It will live in the hearts arid minds and will eventually be real
ized by workers and oppressed people the world over and their children and their

children's children. His whole life was in service to the people, and as he himself wrote
on the death of a revolutionary soldier:

"All men must die, but death can vary in its significance. The ancient Chinese
writer Szuma Chlen said, 'Though death befalls all men alike, it may be weightier than
Mount Tai or lighter than a feather.' To die for the people is weightier than Mount
Tai, but to work for the fascists and die for the exploiters and oppressors Is lighter
than a feather." ■

(The above Is the text of a leaflet by the Revolutionary Communist Party. In the
days following Mao Tsetung's death several hundred thousand were distributed around
die country mainly at factories, other workplaces and unemployment centers, end
also on campuses and in communities.)

Memorial Meetings
Held \AAxldwide
The death of Mao Tsetung was met with a vast outpouring of grief by

the millions upon millions all over the world who honor his memory and
the leadership he gave to the oppressed and exploited everywhere.

In China, on September 18, at 3 PM, Pekingtime, factory whistles and
sirens wailed, and throughout the country one-quarter of humanity stood
in awesome silence in tribute to Mao Tsetung. A million people, repre
sentatives selected by workers, peasants, soldiers and people of all walks
of life took part in the memorial services in Peking, assembling in Tien
An Men square where in 1949 Mao had announced the founding of the
People's Republic of China after the country had been liberated.

As the meeting ended, the sound of deeply felt but controlled mourn
ing rose above the square, expressing the profound feelings of grief of
working people. The assembled people then left in a disciplined way,
with determination to carry on the cause toward which Mao Tsetung had
led them and to which he dedicated his life, the cause of communism.

In the U.S., many memorial events were held by the U.S.-China Peo
ple's Friendship Association and some other groups. The Revolutionary
Communist Party also organized memorial meetings held in 25 major
cities. The Revolutionary Student Brigade, student organization of the
RCP, sponsored mass meetings on more than 60 campuses. ■

/T
Mao always saw the Chinese revolution as a part of

the struggle of the exploited and oppressed everywhere.
The capitalist rulers of the U.S. gave vivid proof to the
international nature of the struggle by propping up the
old reactionary regime in China. In turn, Mao studied
and many times assisted the development of the
revolutionary struggle of the American workers and
people against our rulers. As he said in an interview
in an American magazine, "I place my hopes on the
people of the U.S." The following statement by Mao,
made after the assassination of Martin Luther King,
was one of two he made on Black people's struggle
during the 1960s and oniy one of many times he gave
support to the struggles of the people of the U.S.

Statement by Comrade Mao Tsetung, Chairman of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China,
In Support of the Afro-American Struggle against Vio
let Repression (April 16, 1968)

Some days ago, Martin Luther King, the Afro-Amer
ican clergyman, was suddenly assassinated by the" U.S.
imperialists. Martin Luther King was an exponent of
non-violence. Nevertheless, the U.S. imperialists did
not on that account show any tolerance towards him,
but used counter-revolutionary violence and killed him
in cold blood. This has taught the broad masses of the
black people in the United States a profound lesson.
It has touched off a new storm jn their struggle against
violent repression sweeping well over a hundred cities
in the United States, a storm such as has never taken
place before in the history of that country. It shows
that an extremely powerful revolutionary force is la
tent in the more than twenty million black Americans.

The storm of Afro-American struggle taking place
within the United States is a striking manifestation of
the comprehensive political and economic crisis now
gripping U.S. imperialism. It is dealing a telling blow

Mao Tsetung on the Black
Peopled Struggle in the U.S.

to U.S. imperialism, which is beset with difficulties at
home and abroad. '

The Afro-American struggle is not only a struggle
waged by the exploited and oppressed black people for
freedom and emancipation. It is also a new dlarlon call
to all the exploited and oppressed people of the United
States to fight against the barbarous rule of the mono
poly capitalist class. It is a tremendous support and In
spiration to the struggle of the people throughout the
world against U.S. imperialism and to the struggle of
the Vietnamese people against U.S. Imperialism. On
behalf of the Chinese people, I hereby express resolute
support for the just struggle of the black people in the
United States.

Racial discrimination in the United States is a pro
duct of the colonialist and imperialist system. The
contradiction between the black masses in the United
States and U.S. ruling circles is a class contradiction.
Only by overthrowing the reactionary rule of the U.S.-
monopoly capitalist clas^ and destroying the colonial
ist and imperialist system can the black people in the
United States win complete emancipation. The black
masses and the masses of white working people in the
United States share common interests and have common
objectives to struggle for. Therefore, the Afro-Ameri
can struggle is winning sympathy and support from
increasing numbers of white working people and pro
gressives in the United States.

The struggle of the black people In the United States

is bound to merge with the American workers' move
ment, and this will eventually end the criminal rule of
the U.S. monopoly capitalist class.

In 1963, in my "Statement Supporting the Afro-
Americans in Their Just Struggle Against Racial Dis
crimination by U.S. Imperialism" I said that "the evil
system of colonialism and imperialism arose and throve
with the enslavement of Negroes and the trade In Ne
groes, and it will surely come to its end with the com
plete emancipation of the black people." I still main
tain this view.

At present, the world revolution has entered a great
new era. The struggle of the black people in the United
States for emancipation is a component part of the
general struggle of all the people of the world against
U.S. imperialism, a component part of the contem
porary world revolution. I call on the workers, pea
sants and revolutionary intellectuals of every country
and all who are willing to fight against U.S. imperial
ism to take action arid extend strong support to the
struggle of the black people in the United States!
People of the whole world, unite still more closely and
laurich a sustained and vigorous offensive against our
common enemy, U.S. imperialism, and against its ac
complices! It can be said with-certainty that the com
plete collapse of colonialism, imperialism and ail sys
tems of exploitation, and the complete emancipation
of all the oppressed peoples and nations of the world
are not far off. ■
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We, the Working People of the
World, Are Mao's Successors
Speech by Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Central

Committee of the Revolutionary Communist Party,
USA, given at a memorial meeting for Mao Tsetung,
Oiicago, September 19,1976. (Edited text.)

The death of Mao Tsetung is a great loss. A great
loss to the working class and oppressed peoples of the
world. As has been said today, we are merging our
grief with literally hundreds of millions of people
throughout the world, who know that one of their
greatest champions has fallen, but who also know that
the cause for which he fought and the lessons which
he brought to that struggle will be picked up and car
ried forward by millions and still millions more. For

Mao Tsetung was someone who was brought forward
by the tremendous upsurge of the struggle in China
and throughout the world, wherever people are op
pressed and exploited and fight back, as those who are
oppressed and exploited always do fight back.

He not only was a great champion, but he pointed
the direction for the working class and oppressed peo
ple not only of China but for the whole world, includ
ing for us in the United States. I think the greatest
thing about Mao Tsetung, and the thing that makes
him so dear and his loss so great, to the oppressed and
exploited and to those who are fighting for a new
world without exploitation and oppression, is the fact
that he gave his heart entirely over to the people.

Whatever he had learned, whatever strengths he had
personally developed, he gave them over to the people
as a weapon in their cause, and didn't use them as so

many others still do, for his own personal gain or to
advance his own interest at the expense of the masses.
And more than that at every key point, at every period
when in fact things seemed the darkest, when the strug
gle seemed to be most set back, when there seemed to
be no way out, for China and even throughout the
world, it was Mao Tsetung who came forward and
sh'med the light and showed the way out of the dark
ness and guided people in turning a temporary defeat
into a great victory. From the very beginning this was
true and it remained true until Mao Tsetung's last
breath.

Communist Party of China Formed

Mao Tsetung was a member of the Chinese Commu
nist Party from its founding, for 55 years, from 1921
until his death just a few short days ago. China Is a
country vastly different than our country. It's a coun
try where 80% or 90% of its people still today live in

the countryside.

Until the revolution succeeded in overthrowing the
foreigners who rode on the backs of the Chinese peo
ple, the foreign imperialists of various countries—inclu
ding the bankers and businessmen who ride on our

backs here—and their government and their gunboats,
and overthrew the landlord class, and the other ty

rants in China who were allied with these foreigners,
it was a country where millions of people died need

lessly every year and the reactionary rulers, as they do
everywhere, thought nothing of It and said it was the
act of god or fate and that was the way things were

meant to be and would always be so. Where parents
were forced to sell their own children in order to try
and save some of their other children. Where small

children saw their parents die from starvation or disease
that could have been prevented if it weren't for the so
cial system which counted the people as nothing.
Where masses of people had to go begging on the streets.

This was what China was like when Mao Tsetung was
born and as he grew up and became a revolutionary
and joined the Communist Party in 1921 as a founding
member.

For six years the Chinese Communist Party led the
working class, in the big cities of China such as Shang
hai and Canton and others. In organizing unions and
fighting against their exploiters, against the factory
owners, and the bankers and others who rode on their
backs. And there were those, even within the Com
munist Party of China at that time, who said because

the working class was small in numbers In China and
because China was ruled by foreigners, the factory
owning class and the big landlords could and had to
be relied on to lead the struggle, because they too want

ed to see the foreigners gone from China. And to a cer
tain degree it was true that they did want to see at

least some of the foreign domination gone, but they
wanted to see this so that they themselves could be

come fully dominant, and ride full saddle on the backs

1976:_ Workers at a Shanghai shipyard hold a mass political
meeting to criticize Teng Hsiao-ping, the recently ousted
vice-premier who tried to bring back capitalist ways, with
managers, not the workers, running the plants and enforc
ing piecerate pay, work rules and other forms of harass
ment. Mao Tsetung spent his whole life in leading and
training the working people to rise up against all those who
rule over them, to take things into their own hands, become
masters of society, and to continue the struggle until all
class differences have finally been eliminated. For this
reason, workers and oppressed people all over the world
honor his memory.

of the masses of the Chinese people.
This line of relying upon, and giving full reins of,

leadership to the bigshots, to the bankers, to the busi
nessmen, and what have you, led to a situation in China
where in 1927 these same forces, who claimed to be
in alliance with the communists and the workers and
the masses of peasantry in China making up over 90%
of the population, instead of continuing to aim their
guns (to the degree that they had at all) against the
foreign domination and against the corrupt rule of the
warlords in China, they aimed their guns at the masses

of working people of China and shot them down in the
streets, murdering tens of thousands of communists
and thousands and thousands more workers. And it
looked as though the Chinese working class was doomed
forever, and the masses of peasants were doomed for
ever to this endless reign of oppression, terror, degrada
tion and slavery.

Revolution is Fine!

At this point In 1927, despite the setbacks in the
cities, the peasants were rising up in the countryside.
And there were those again within the Chinese Com
munist Party who said "This is terrible!" "Look what
these dirty-handed, rough hewn, ignorant vulgar pea
sants are doing." "They are rising up and crashing ""
the landlords down Into the dust. This is not proper
and civilized." And Mao Tsetung said that's right, it's
not proper and civilized and no revolution is proper
and civilized. But it's not terrible, as you say, who
tremble before the great upsurge of the masses of peo
ple. It is not terrible, it is fine. And the task of revolu
tionaries and communists is to unite with those who

have taken up their dirty work-soiled -hands and have
laid them on their oppressors and who are determined
not to stop until they have continued that task through.

It was Mao Tsetung who united with that struggle
of the peasants, who took workers from the city with
him, who went up into the mountains to live on a bowl
of porridge each day, with almost no weapons, and be
gan the great battle from the countryside that would
eventually encircle, with the strength of hundreds of
millions of Chinese people, the rotten, oppressive and
corrupt rule that had its stronghold in the cities and
would wash it away like a great tidal wave.

But this was not an easy or quick victory, because
there are no easy or quick victories in life. Nothing
proceeds in a straight line and neither did the struggle
of the Chinese people. Because Chiang Kai-shek, leader
of those landlords, big banking and capitalist interests
who wanted to cooperate with the foreigners in keep
ing the Chinese people down, did not rest either. He
pursued Mao Tsetung and the peasants Mao led, not
once, not twice, but eventually five times, with so-
called "encirclement and suppression" campaigns to
try to wipe out the areas they had freed from landlord
rule, to take away the land that had been distributed

among the peasants, to deny the people the rights they
had won with their own hands under the leadership of
Mao Tsetung, and to reinstitute the dark rule and the
dark reign of terror of the landlords and the oppressive
government headed by Chiang.

In the early 19305 Chiang Kai-shek, aided by the
wrong policies of Communist Party leaders who op
posed Mao Tsetung, was successful in closing In and

Continued on page 4

1927: Leaders of a peasant uprising. Mao is third from left. At a time of big setbacks and great confusion within the
Chinese Communist Party, as Chiang Kai-shek, who represented the big capitalists and landlords and the foreign im
perialists, ordered the massacre of tens of thousands of workers and peasants, it was Mao who led the way forward out
of this grim situation. The basic road to revolution in China, he showed, was for the working class to ally with and
give leadership to the struggle of the peasants, who made up the overwhelming majority of the population, in order
to sweep away all the bloodsuckers growing fat on China's people. To begin to carry this through, Mao organized an
army of miners and other workers, some revolutionary soldiers and the peasants themselves to spearhead peasant up
risings.
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1935: The Long March. Revolutionary soldiers march across
the Snow Mountains. Even with die invasion of China by
Japan, Chiang Kai-shek continued to concentrate on at
tacking the liberated base areas. To break out of Chiang's
encirclement and take up the war against the invaders, Mao
led the revolutionary forces in what was known as the
Long March from southern China, lasting over a year,
across 6000 miles of rugged terrain, fighting nearly every
day, spreading revolution everywhere they passed, until
they arrived in China's Northwest.

Continued from page 3

choking off the liberated areas the Chinese peasantry
under Mao's leadership had created. Could anything

be done? Was there a way forward to victory? Was •

there a path out of this darkness? And many said no,
but Mao said yes . .. And he led those peasants and
workers who had gone with him, embarking on what

has now become one of history's truly great monu
ments, called the Long March.

The Long March

For over a year, fighting at least one and sometimes
more than one battle every day, these revolutionary
soldiers, drawn from and nurtured in the soil of the

masses of Chinese people, wound their way over
6,000 miles. Over 90% of them were lost on the way.

But, led by Mao Tsetung, they arrived In an area called
Yenan. They had to go and live in caves, and under
Mao Tsetung's leadership, they took up the immediate
battle that had to be taken up, that is the driving out

of the Japanese who had invaded China. Against his
own will they forced Chiang Kai-shek, as much as he

still tried to wipe them out, to compromise and come
to a United Front with them to drive out the Japanese.

After that was done at the end of World War 2,
again the question arose: do the Chinese people have

the strength to carry forward? Can they not only con
solidate this victory of driving out Japan, but can they
build on it? Can they liberate themselves entirely, or
must they submit once again to the rule of oppressors?
Now that the Japanese who had many times killed

literally thousands and thousands of Chinese at one
stroke, shooting them down like so many dogs, using
bulldozers to swoop them up and push them into pits,

now that those oppressors have been driven out, do the
Chinese people have to bow down to a new set of op
pressors, bow down again before Chiang Kai-shek, who
once again, as he had before, turned full force on the
masses of people and directed his guns against them.

Once again there were those who said, "There is

no choice but to give in, we have no strength, the peo
ple are tired of war." And it was true that the Chinese
were tired of war, as people are always tired of war.

And they longed for peace as people always long for
peace. But the Chinese people knew something even

greater than that—so long as there are oppressors and
exploiters ruling society or existing in the world, there

will never be lasting peace for the masses, the great

majority of the people.
So in this darkness when many were saying that

there was no way out, once again, it was Mao Tsetung

who said: We can continue the battle, we have our
arms in hand. Yes we are poor and yes Chiang Kai-shek
is being armed with billions of dollars of weapons from
the United States. But the United States, he said—and
he was not talking about those of us gathered here

and the millions we represent, the working people, he

was talking about our decadent, rotten rulers—he said
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they appear strong outwardly, but inwardly they are
weak. They appear to be a tiger, but in fact they are
a paper tiger. Even their atomic bomb, which had just
been discovered and used to slaughter thousands of
Japanese people to show the strength of our own rulers,
and to try to intimidate the people of the world, even
the .atomic bomb, Mao said, cannot stop the struggle
of the masses of peoole in China or throughout the
world.

Just think about that...Now that you can look back
and see how Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Communist
Party led the people to victory, in three short years in
fact {T946to 1949) in driving out Chiang Kai-shek, per
haps it appears obvious that they could win such a vic
tory. But then it was not at all obvious, with the Uni
ted States government emerging strong from the war,
arming Chiang Kai-shek to the teeth, and waving the
atomic bomb to intimidate the people all over the
world who wanted to cast off Into the dust their chains.

It was Mao Tsetung who said: Yes we can do it. He
said it for one fundamental and great reason. Because
weapons, he said, do not decide a war in the end, the
people do. Those who fight in the interests of the
masses of people, and mobilize the masses of people,
will emerge victorious sooner or later. Not quickly or
easily, but sooner or later. And those who stand with
the working class and stand for removing the chains
which capitalism places on society are bound to be able
to unite the great majority and to emerge victorious.
And this is in fact what happened in 1949.

Masses Cherish Mao Tsetung

It is for this reason, for this kind of leadership, that
the Chinese people cherish Mao Tsetung and why mil
lions of people in China and throughout the world
mourn and weep the lossthat his death represents.

What do our leaders and their counterparts and co
horts throughout the world tell us? If you remember
back a few years ago they openly slandered and vilified
Mao Tsetung. They said he was a butcher, a despot, a
tyrant riding on the backs of the Chinese people, en
slaving them even worse than they had been enslaved

before, because their prior enslavement could hardly
be denied. They said that he didn't allow the people

any rights, he forced the people to starve, there were
millions of words written, with the most outrageous
slanders against the new China that was being built
and against Mao who was leading in doing that.

I remember for example, and this goes to show

you the difference in the nature between their class
and ours, between the exploiters and the exploited,

between the slave masters and the slaves, and I'm sure
that all of you remember, that in the early period after
the victory of the Chinese revolution, in the '50s and
early '60s, they would show pictures of millions of
Chinese people in blue work clothes, going to work, and
they slandered them and called them "blue ants."

First of all, what they didn't understand at all was
that when you go to work and do real work, unlike
they do, you don't wear your "Sunday best." But

more than that, what they didn't understand, or what
they understood and tried to hide from us, was that
before the Chinese people had succeeded in their revo
lution they barely had clothes at all. Even in the cold
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of snow and winter, people had clothes that, if you
could call them clothes, were more patches than they
were cloth. The first thing that the Chinese govern
ment, representing the working class and headed by its
Party and Mao Tsetung, was concerned with was not
how can we have printed patterns and flowers on the
clothes but how can we first clothe the masses of peo
ple.

Every resource now belonged to the masses of peo
ple, instead of to a handful of vampires and vultures
ripping it off, so there was the question, should they,
before the people were even clothed, take the extra
labor and the extra resources to run the cloth through
another process and dye it many different colors? Or
should they first concern themselves with putting
clothes and warmth and health on the backs of the
Chinese people, old people and children alike, and
then (which is in fact what they did) once that basic
task was accomplished, then they began.the process of
varying the clothes and giving people the brightness
that reflects the brightness of the future that the Chi
nese people under the leadership of the Chinese Com
munist Party and Mao Tsetung had taken into their
own hands.

They took things step by step and they paid no
heed to the slander that our rulers put out. Because
they knew vvhat was hidden from us, that they had be
come masters of their own fate, that far from being
enslaved, they had cast off slavery. That far from be
ing driven into the dirt, they had risen up from the
dirt which they had been previously ground down into.

They used to tell us, and still try to say—though
they say it in a more muted way most of the time—

"that Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Communist Party
forced the masses of people to do Mao's will. But look
at Mao's funeral and the tremendous outpouring of
grief of the Chinese people all over that country. Can
anyone force people to show such grief?! And would
hundreds of millions have such an outpouring of grief
over the loss of a tyrant who had forced them to do

his will?l

So now, with the tremendous victories not only of
the Chinese people, but also in Indochina and through
out the world, with the rise of the struggle and the
growing anger and stirring of people in this and other
countries as well, our rulers find it much more difficult
to slander Mao Tsetung in that old, open, kind of way.

Gerald Ford Forced to Pay Respects

Now, Gerald Ford, as a chief executive of that class
of vampires that feeds on us and people all over the
world, has to get up and say Mao Tsetung was a truly

remarkable and very great man. We should reflect on
this because it is a great victory, not only for the Chi
nese people, but for us, for working and oppressed peo
ple throughout the world. That Gerald Ford, this ex
ploiter, this murderer", this dog, had to bow and pay
respects to our leader, the leader of our class, shows
the strength of our class and the tremendous accom
plishments it has achieved once it has cast off the rule

of the capitalists and become the ruling class itself.
I was fortunate enough to be part of a group that

visited China in 1971. We visited people, including
Continued on page 5

1939: Mao talks with peasants in Yenan, the capital of the liberated area in Northwest China. The success of the Long
March led to a turning point in the Chinese revolution. In Yenan, the local tyrants and landlords were thrown out, and
under the leadership of the working class the workers and peasants set up their own government. Soon Chiang Kai-shek
was forced to agree to a united front against Japan. By the end of World War 2, Chiang's government, which had
avoided fighting the invaders as much as possible but continued attacks on the revolutionary forces, had become weak
and without mass support, while the revolutionary forces led by Mao which had born the brunt of the fighting had be
come very strong, with mass supprt everywhere.
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1947: Mao studies a map while directing die war of liberation against Chiang Kai-shek, backed and armed by die U.S.
government. With die defeat of the Japanese invaders, the question was—would the U.S. replace Japan as the chief
plunderer of China, with Chiang ruling the country, or would the Chinese people themselves reap the fruits of the vic
tory for which they had fought? The outcome was a great victory for the Chinese people who were determined not to
be enslavedanymore. Summing this up, Mao later said "AH reactionaries are paper tigers," because in the long run "it
is the people who are really powerful."

it all by himself)—maybe that's not so bad for China,
and maybe people are eating better, even if it's at the

cost of great human liberty. These "champions of hu
man liberty," our rulers, who run to South Africa and
other parts of the world to try to enforce the most vi

cious kind of slavery and exploitation even while they're
enforcing it over us here, are vyorried all of a sudden
about the so-called "cost of human liberty and dignity"
to the Chinese masses who they treated as so much
meat to be carved up, even as they treat us the same
way in the factories and communities where we work
and live.

^But ̂ ewer and fewer people are fooled by this
any longer. So many of our rulers have to say that Mao
Tsetung was a benign "dictator," all of a sudden. In
stead of a vicious tyrant and murderer, they say he was
a good man—for China, though they are quick to add
that what he did and what he stands for has nothing to

do with other places and certainly not with here. And
they portray it as though Mao Tsetung has imposed
his vision on 800 million Chinese people.

They used to say he imposed his will in a vicious

way by murder and terror. Now they say, "just by the
strength of his will he's imposed his vision on 800 mil
lion people. But can it last now that he's gone?" they
ask. And they cluck their tongues and smack their
lips and say, "No, of course not, this cannot last be

cause you can't go against human nature."
But the whole history of the Chinese revolution

proves that the revolution can last and go-forward.
Before they won their emancipation in 1949 under

the leadership of the Communist Party and Mao Tse
tung, the Chinese people in their masses were uneduca
ted, weighed down by superstitions spread by their
oppressors, and preyed on by all kinds of vultures.
They were forced to steal from each other's meager
crops and to go begging In the streets. Now, with state
power in their hands, they are transforming all of Chi
na and building it with a great determination, working
collectively to develop agriculture and industry, with
a spirit of self-reliance and self-sacrifice, not only to
strengthen China under working class rule but to con
tribute to the cause of emancipating the people of the
whole world. This is the same Chinese people, but the
social system and the fact of which class rules are com
pletely different. And so is the outlook of the people,
who are the most politically educated, class conscious
in the world. So much for the capitalists' lies that "you

can't change things, you can't change human nature."
Both of these capitalist versions of Mao Tsetung,

whether they present him as a tyrant, or a dictator
who was somehow good for the people as long as he
lasted—both of these are slanders and distortions of

what Mao Tsetung represented.

A Leader Not a Ruler

Mao Tsetung, unlike what they say, was not a great
man because he was the "ruler" of the largest country

in the world and "ruled" over 800 million people.
Mao Tsetung was never a ruler and never wanted

to be. And that's why he's loved by 800 million peo
ple in China and hundreds of millions more through
out the world. Because we have plenty enough rulers
over us already. People don't need any more and cer
tainly don't love any more people who come along

Continued from page 4

older people and I remember one older man in parti
cular, who was about 68 years old and who described
how his family when he was growing up and his rirn
wife and ail of their children had died of starvation in

the old society. He was showing us around his house
and beaming with pride, not only for his house but
a/so for the way he, as a retired worker, was still con
tributing to building a new China, and to moving it
forward to where there would never again be exploi

tation and oppression and that kind of starvation and
degrading conditions.

He said. "You know, in the old days the rich people
used to tell us, 'the reason that we're rich and you are
poor is because we were born under a good sign and
you were born under a bad sign, and It's just fate and
there's nothing you can do about it.' " He said, "We
used to believe them and we believed them so much
that if we had to go near rich people's houses or places
of business, we would cross the street so our bad luck
would not pass on to them."

But, he added, "Under the leadership of Mao Tse
tung, the Communist Party came and they told us it
was not because the rich were born under a good sign
and you were born under a bad one, that the rich are
rich and you are poor. It is because they have the
power of the state. They control the government and
society and we do not. That is why they are rich and
we are poor."

World Turned Upside Down

And then he broke into a broad smile and said, "As
you can see, the world has been turned upside down
and the situation is,fixactly the reverse and now we are
no longer poor because we have state power. And now
we have no longer any need to believe in superstition
or look to a life beyond this one, because we are a-
chieving step by step the things that before we only
dreamed of and only thought possible in another world.
Because we have risen up and taken matters Into our

own hands and we run the government. And no longer
will any oppressors or exploiters ever ride our backs.
No longer will any representative of theirs be able to
tell us that he is our friend while murdering us and
killing our children and causing them to die of starva
tion and disease."

It is for this kind of leadership that the masses of
Chinese people hold Mao Tsetung so precious in their
hearts. And more, every time an attempt has been
made to turn back the revolution and to restore the
old order and all the suffering and misery it means for
millions, it has been Mao Tsetung who has stepped for
ward in leading the Chinese people to rise up and beat
that back.

You see, our rulejs have been forced to sometimes
say, well, maybe for China what Mao Tsetung
represents and what he's done there (and of course they
say he did it as though he waved a magic wand and did
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and want to be just another ruler over us. Mao Tsetung
was a leader, who led the people and who cast his lot
with them and shared thick and thin with them and

continued to share that until his last dying breath.
In fact, no one man can "rule" any society. Classes

rule, not individuals. Individuals do play a role as lead

ers of one class or another. Leaders of reactionary
classes carry out policies that enforce the exploitation
and oppression of the masses of people and so come to
be hated by these masses'. Leaders of the working class

carry out policies that enable the masses to advance
towards the elimination of all exploitation and oppres
sion. Leaders of the reactionary classes act in the in
terests of a minority of parasites to preserve the divi-.
sion of society into a mass of slaves and a handful of

slaveowners. Leaders of the working class, like Mao
Tsetung, act In the interests of the great majority, 6f
the working people. But leaders of a working class
government do not rule—they guide the working class

in ruling and remaking society to end class differences
and emancipate mankind.

This was what Karl Marx had laid bare. He had pre
dicted and shown—not like a fortune teller but in a

scientific manner by laying bare the actual laws that
govern things—that the working class was bound to
rise up in its millions, and due to the strength and
consciousness that could be developed because of its
socialized labor, was bound to overthrow these capi

talists, eliminate capitalism and all its evils that we're
all too familiar with, and advance to classless society.

After Marx died, within a few decades—when capi
talism had developed to its final stage, imperialism,
dominated by monopolies and banks, and stretching
its tentacles of exploitation throughout the world—V.I,
Lenin led the working class in Russia in establishing
the first state under the rule of the workers where they

began In fact to carry out this great historic mission.
It was this revolution in Russia, it was the actual strug
gle of the Russian masses in carrying this out and over
throwing their capitalists and landlords and the Czar and
all those who rode on their backs, and it was the theory,
the science, that Lenin had further developed after in-

^heriting it from Marx, it was this that Mao Tsetung dis
covered and that enabled him to be a great leader.

Not Born a Genius

Let's listen to the words of Mao Tsetung himself,
because there were those in China, even within the
Communist Party itself at top levels, who wanted to

become new oppressors, new emperors, new landlords,
new rulers over the people. Their method for doing
this, because Mao Tsetung was so popular, was to praise
Mao Tsetung and to make him like a god and to say
he is a genius.

And of course, recognizing that Mao would some

day die, they would inherit his mantle of "genius" be
cause they were those who followed him most closely
and therefore they too must be geniuses and therefore
they were destined to rule on the backs of the "ignorant
masses." Now they didn't say it quite that way, but
that's what their program came down to. And they

paraded it around and they said Mao Tsetung is a genius.
This was always on their lips.

And what did Mao Tsetung say about this himself?
He said, I am no genius. I read Confucian books for
six years and capitalist books for seven. I did not read
^1arx^5t•Leninist books until 1918, so how can i be a
genius?...To be a genius is to be a bit more intelligent.
But genius does not depend on one person or a few
people. It depends on a party, the party which is the
vanguard of the proletariat [the working class]. Genius
is dependent on the mass line, on collective wisdom.

This is what Mao Tsetung understood and taught
the masses of people in China. And, a little bit later
in this same talk that he gave to some people, he point
ed out that Lenin believed that the slaves should arise.
Lenin, in an article that Mao Tsetung refers to, was
speaking of'the message of the song, the Internationale
that we're going to sing at the end of this program.
And Mao said. The Internationale and Lenin's article
express the Marxist standpoint and outlook. What
they say is that slaves should arise and struggle for
truth. There never have been any supreme saviors

and neither can we rely on gods or emperors. We rely
entirely on ourselves for our salvation. Who has crea
ted the world of men? We, the laboring masses.

And this was always the stand of Mao Tsetung, not
something that he was born with, because as he himself
said, in his early days he read the reactionary teachings
of Confucius. And he read the reactionary writings of
the capitalists, those who ruled the countries in the
West like our own. And though he rebelled against the
preaching in these works that the people should be sla
vish and bow down to their exploiting rulers, he still,
at that time, did not understand how to thoroughly op
pose these reactionary teachings, he did not yet have a
world view and scientific understanding of how to over
throw and eliminate exploitation and oppression.

But the struggle of the Russian proletariat, of the
Russian working class and its party, the Bolsheviks, led
by Lenin, brought a new understanding to Mao Tsetung,

Continued on page 6



Page 6 THE WORKER October 1976

Continued from page 5

and as he later said, "Once I had accepted it as the cor
rect Interpretation of history, I did not afterwards wa
ver."

It was Mao Tsetung, on this basis, on the basis of

taking this science and applying it in the examples I've
cited and many others, to the actual situation in China,

who led the Chinese working class and masses of pea
sants in taking power into their own hands. But it was
after they had taken power into their own hands that

Mao Tsetung's greatest contribution was made. Be
cause within the Communist Party itself, as I've said,
tnere were those, even some who had fought heroically
in the past, who became comfortable, who saw now a

chance for themselves to become new rulers. They saw

that the differences between those who worked mainly
with their hands and those who worked mainly with

their brains had not been eliminated; they saw that the
countryside was more backward than the cities; they
saw that there were still differences in wages and dif

ferent classifications among the workers; they saw all
this and saw in it the chance for themselves to use these

differences to turn society back and become new ruler**
These people began to institute step by step all the

evils that the Chinese people had cast off and had
hoped and thought were gone forever. They began
to introduce work rules in the factories, like we're all

too familiar with, along with piece rates. They began
to say that the workers were not fit to run society and
could not transform it and eliminate oppression and
exploitation, that the working class could not step by
step overcome these differences, that the workers
"couid not learn to be both users of their brain and

users of their hands, that they were only good to be

users of their hands and that there were others who

were meant to be users of their brains and they were
meant to rule while the workers were meant to be

ruled over.

These people were labelled capitalist roaders, be
cause they were trying to drag society back to capi

talism. And they arose right within the Chinese Com

munist Party itself. So many people were confused,
because they knew that it was the Chinese Communist
Party that had led them out of slavery, that had led
them out of all the dark and difficult conditions and

the seemingly endless horror of the old society.
And of course these new exploiters, those who

wanted to become new rulers, did not openly stand
up and say, "We want to restore capitalism and bring
back the landlord rule and all the evils that you are all
too familiar with," because they would have been
struck into the dust in a second by the people. What
they said was, "We are following Marxism and Leni
nism, We are followina the Thought of Mao Tsetung.
We are out to build socialism and eliminate classes and

eventually achieve classless society, communism. But
the way to do it is to produce more. The way to do
it is to see to it that the workers come up with even
greater output. And the only way the workers can do
that is if they're bribed to do it with a few higher wages,
if we infroduce more wage differentials and if we drive
the workers on the job through piecework, work rules
and other methods." So people were confused.

And in the universities the same kind of policies
were,being applied, where the children of old ex
ploiting class families and of government and Par

ty leaders were getting preferential treatment. The
universities became again, or remained really, not
much different than they had been before. Examina
tions were used. And these examinations reflected

not how to change the actual world but thinking di
vorced from the process of changing the real world,
abstract books and learning that didn't relate to the
real world. These were the standards that ran the

universities, and tests were devised on the basis of

these standards, and people who came from among
the ranks of the workers and peasants and more,
than that, people who wanted to turn the world up
side down completely and eliminate these differences

and change the real world so there never again could be
exploiters and oppressors—these people were weeded
out and said to be unfit to go to the universities. And
the university students began to rebel.

This is a situation manv of us are not that unfa
miliar with—many workers in China at first said, "What's
wrong with these students? Here they've got a chance

to go to college and get some learning, which we never
had in the old society. Here we have food on the table

and clothes on our backs, all due to the Communist

1949: On October 1, from a platform in the center of
Peking, Mao announced the founding of the People's Re
public of China. "The Chinese people," he declared to die
jubilation of the masses gathered there, "have stood up."

Party and its leadership. And they're rising up against
the officials In the university who are led by the Com
munist Party. Hovv can this be? Why don't those stu
dents go back to studying and cut out all this nonsense?'

It Is Right to Rebel .

But Mao Tsetung stepped forward and received—by
received I mean joined together in a rally with—one
million of these young students and young people who
were called Red Guards. He stood together with them
in the great square where just yesterday a million peo
ple stood to mourn his passing and he read a message
which said, "It Is right to rebel against reactionaries."

And these students were being told by these same reac
tionaries, these new exploiters who had arisen within

Continued on page 7
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"Charman Mao, We Will

Remember \bu Always19
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The 8341 Unit of the Chinese People's Liberation
Army was assigned to guard Mao Tsetung. The follow
ing is a newspaper article that these soldiers wrote in
his memory as excerpted from the Chinese News
Agency.

The passing of our great leader Chairman Mao
struck us, guards at Chairman Mao's side,- like a bolt

from the blue and fills us with deepest grief. Hearing
the news, we commanders, men and office workers
could not hold back our sorrow, and we wept bitterly.
He is in our thoughts day and night, and we can scarce
ly eat or sleep. When we go on sentry duty, we ima
gine we are still standing guard over our Chairman.
When we pass his window, we walk softly as usual,
not to disturb him at work or rest. When we close our

eyes, we can see our Chairman standing straight and
tall, his kindly face turned toward us. Most esteemed
and beloved Chairman Mao, you have not left us. You
will live forever in our hearts! Your great revolution
ary practice will always be a brilliant example for us to
follow. Your loving care and patient teaching will con
tinue to inspire us in our advance.

Esteemed and beloved Chairman Mao, you were

most concerned about the people, knew them better
than anyone else and were one with them. You tra
velled all over our motherland, going among workers,

poor and lower-middle peasants and soldiers, looking
into matters of all kinds and always showing concern
for the well-being of the masses down to the smallest
details. On the eve of the Spring Festival, you went

to the countryside, sat oh the heated brick beds of
former poor and lower-middle peasants and chatted
with them in a heartwarming way.

You sent us out to make investigations, patiently
listened to our reports on the material collected, went
over our written reports to examine, correct and im
prove them word by word, sentence by sentence. You
partook of the millet bread we brought back from our
home villages and urged all the comrades present to
try it. You taught us that we should retain the fine
qualities of the working people.

Esteemed and beloved great leader Chairman Mao,

you lived in a plain and hard-working way, and were
unassuming and approachable. The house you lived in
was old, but you declined all suggestions to have it
repaired in the more than two decades after liberation.
Your shirts, blankets and leather shoes were worn thin
from many years of use. We suggested many times that
they be changed, but you would not allow this. Dur
ing the three years of temporary difficulties in our na
tional economy (1959-1961), you not only encouraged
us to uphold the morSl integrity of the Chinese people,
work hard and aim high, and surmount all difficulties
in order to withstand the pressure from sbcial-imperial-
ism [the USSR] and overcome the effects of natural
calamities, but you yourself stopped eating meat and
drinking tea, and shared weal and woe with the people
throughout the country. You frequently reminded us
to cultivate the good habit of thrift and not to waste
a drop of water, a grain of rice or the smallest amount
of electricity. —

One day, you picked up an empty match box and
said to us: "The workers labored to produce this.

What a waste to throw It away! Go buy some loose
matches and it can still be used." We did as you said,

and you were very pleased. The first time you talked
to us, we started off a bit nervous, but as we looked at
your benign smiling face and listened to your kind
words, we felt even more comfortable and easy than
we are with our own parents. Oh, Chairman Mao, as
we recall these moments, our love and respect for you
grows.

You, our great teacher Chairman Mao, were very
much concerned about the building of our unit and
about the progress of the guards. You always took time
out from your packed schedule to receive us, talk with
us, lecture to us and give us important instructions.
Your lectures covered class struggle, the two-line strug
gle, history, philosophy, natural science, and the Party's
principles and policies. You explained what is com
munism and told us how to serve the people well.

You told us to advance along the path of working
people mastering intellectual work and become revo-

lutionary fighters able to handle both civilian and
military affairs and do both factory and farm work, so
as to do more for the people and serve them better.
You encouraged us to progress and you pinned great
hopes on us. Recently, even during your illness, you
instructed us to raise our political consciousness and
train ourselves in the art of leadership.

You often came to our dormitories to see us, en

quired about our families and asked how things were
with us. You asked how many model revolutionary
operas we had seen, and sent us tickets. You wanted to
know whether we had received letters from home and

if all was well there. You often said to us: "Should
anything go wrong, let me know at once." in summer, i

you asked whether we were troubled by mosquitoes j
and ordered our rooms to be sprayed. In winter, you |
stroked our hands to see if we were cold. ?

You asked whether our meals were nourishing |
enough, and you came to our kitchen to check on our
food. You paid kind attention to our health and en
couraged us to go swimming, to train and keep fit. You I
often passed on to us gifts you had received from for- j
eign guests or our own people, such as plum blossoms,
sunflower seeds and fruit, and offered us wax gourds i
and sweet potatoes you yourself had grown. You re
membered us even during your Illness. On several oc
casions when foreign guests or our own people presen
ted you with mangoes, watermelons and noodles, you
said: "The guards have the toughest job of all; they
should have them."

Throughout your life you dedicated all your ener
gies to the liberation of the Chinese people, to the
emancipation of the oppressed nations and oppressed
people the world over, and to the cause of communism,
Working at your side, we saw how you tirelessly de
voted yourself, day and night, to the Chinese revolu
tion and the world revolution. On holidays and fes

tivals you took no rest but worked and studied at all
hours, sometimes for days and nights on end, ignoring
calls to meals. Many nights as we stood guard, we
would gaze at your lighted windows and think, "Chair
man Mao, you should stop a bit and take a rest."

With the great fortitude of a proletarian revolution
ary you fought against illness stubbornly, and continued
to read documents and lead the work of the whole

Party, the whole army and the whole nation up till the
end. You fought tirelessly till your last breath to mgke
sure that our Party and state would never change their
political color, and to work for the cause of the liber
ation of all mankind. Your noble revolutionary spirit
will inspire us and countless generations to come to
keep making revolution. ■
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the Communist Party, that they were just messing every
thing up arKl they should just go back to their studies
and go along with the way things were.

So Mao's support was like a tremendous inspiration

to them. And not only to them but to the workers and
the peasants. Tremendous struggle broke out. People
argued and debated the question of what policies should

be applied, how should China be run and in whose in
terests, how can the working class rule and remake Chi
na in its own interests? And they rose up in their hun
dreds of millions in a battle that, at its peak, lasted three

years. They struck down that group of leaders who had
temporarily established a strong headquarters in the
workers' own Party, the Communist Party, and they
prevented the old society from being brought back.

But after this still more attempts to restore capita
lism were made by the same dark forces, and each time

it was Mao Tsetung who stepped forward and said to

the masses of people, "It is right to rebel against reaction
aries." It is the masses of people, he said, that must

determine the fate of China and throughout the world.
It is not one or two or a handful of people attempting

to establish and reinstitute themselves as new exploi
ters to whom the world belongs, but it is to the great
majority, the laboring people who have created the
world of man in the first place. . .

Mao Tsetung Thought

You see, our rulers make fun of Mao Tsetung's wri

tings and they treat Mao Tsetung Thought as though
it's some kind of religion, and they laugh and say, "Mao
Tsetung Thought is supposed to possess magical powers,
good for everything from curing disease to raising CTops."
But, you see, the Chinese people never treated Mao
Tsetung Thought, the science of revolution, which Mao
Tsetung inherited from Marx and Lenin and further
developed—they never treated it as anything other than
a scientific understanding of how society and nature
run and their own role in reshaping and transforming
society and consciously transforming nature. They -
never treated it as a religion in the first plare. That was

the invention and the slander of those, like our rulers,
who want to keep a handful of people in power.

And yes. In fact, Mao Tsetung Thought does unleash
the initiative of the masses to help raise crops and cure
disease. Because it has magical powers? No. Because

it reveals to people the actual scientific basis upon
which things develop, upon which changes can be made,
and enables the masses of people themselves to take
matters in their own hands, to grasp this science, and

to use it to change the world. And it is the masses of
people, as Mao Tsetung consistently fought for all his
life, who are the real makers of history.

It Is the masses of people in China, and in a real
sense throughout the world, who brought forward the
great leaders of our class, including Mao Tsetung. Now
it is true that these people, such as Mao Tsetung, have a
great Influence, in turn, upon the struggle of the masses
of people, pointing the way forward. I once read how
Mao Tsetung himself once said in speaking to a group
of people: Which do you think comes first, philosophy
and thinking, or the struggle against oppression and ex-
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ploitation? Someone said: Well, philosophy must come
first, because you have to have a whole view of the
world in order to know how to fight and change the
world. Mao Tsetung replied: Yes, it's true you have to
have a view of the world in order to know how to fight,
but that view can only be grasped and developed when
it arises from and is returned to the actual struggle of
the millions to throw down their oppressors and ex
ploiters. And he said to them in a joking way: Listen,
we here in China, at least the great majority of us,
practice Marxism. When Marx was a very young man,
do you think he read any Marxism? Of course the
answer is no, because Marx was not born a Marxist.

Marx took part in the class struggle in his day, the
fight against exploitation and oppression, and discov
ered the scientific basis and analyzed the concrete con
ditions of capitalist society and in that way founded
the science of revolution. It's not a religion, it's a
science. This is why millions of people, not only in
China but throughout the world, take it up and study
it and seek to apply it.

Who Will Succeed Mao Tsetung?

So I just want to close by touching on one other
thing that our rulers are trying to say and trying to
speculate on. Because that's what they always do—
try to speculate and turn everything to their own ad
vantage, And they raise the question—who will succeed
Mao Tsetung? Now that Mao Tsetung is dead, who will
carry forward the revolution? And of course they're
quick to say that it will not be carried forward, that
the "practical-minded" men, their types, the types who
think that the only practical way to run a society is to
exploit and oppress the people and squeeze the life-
blood out of them—that these people are bound to
come to the fore.

But they are wrong. Because what is bound to hap
pen is the millions and hundreds of millions of people

who are exploited and oppressed are bound to rise up
again and again until oppression and exploitation have
'been ended.

Because this was the light that Mao Tsetung shined
for us, for people throughout the world, after the revo
lution in Russia which Lenin had led had been betrayed
following close after the death of Stalin, when Khrus-

chev rose and said: What we need here Is goulash com
munism—a little meat, a little potatoes, that's all the

workers want, not state power—not the ability to
transform society. The new ruling class in the Soviet
Union has turned that society back and has restored
capitalism where today all the evils that we're all too
familiar with—unemployment, poverty, degradation,
decadence, pilfering, profiteering, domination of other

countries, aggression, war, the murdering of millions
of bodies for the profits of a few—all these things have
been brought back.

And there were many who thought after this happen

ed: Well, maybe the capitalists are right. Maybe you

can't change human nature. Maybe the revolution can
succeed for a little while but not forever because soon

er or later you're bound to get a new class of rulers.

There's always going to be bosses. Some people are
always going to ride on the backs of the others and

maybe that's the way it has to be.
It was in the midst of this darkness that that event

which I referred to before took place where the masses
of people in China rose up In the Great Proletarian Cul

tural Revolution which began in the mid-1960s and was
initiated and led by Mao Tsetung and given tremendous
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1965: Mao speaks to a huge Peking rally called to support the struggle of the Vietnamese people. He always stood for
the unity of the working class and the peoples of the world against their common enemy, especially against the capi
talist rulers of the U.S. who had extended dieir tentacles everywhere, and later also against the new group of exploiters
who seized power in the Soviet Union and turned it into an imperialist superpower like die U.S.

1966: Mao, wearing a Red Guard armband, greets a huge
crowd of Red Guards. These were groups of students-and
other youth formed to take part in the Cultural Revolution,
a /pass movement by the millions upon millions of workers,
peasants, students and others to examine and criticize the
policies of the "capitalist readers"—the Party officials who
wanted to replace die rule of the working class with their
own rule. Through this tremendous polldcal storm, the
masses of people became even more actively and deeply in
volved in taking all matters in the country into their own
hands, and even more trained and conscious to carry through
to the end the struggle to eliminate all die overthrown ex
ploiters and diose who dreamed of taking their place.

impetus when he said, "It is right to rebel against reac
tionaries." It was this event that swept away that fog
and showed that, no, a revolution does not have to be
betrayed.

Yes, there can be temporary setbacks. Until these -
differences—between mental and manual work, be
tween the more backward countryside and the more
developed cities, between the workers in the cities and
the working people In the countryside, until these dif
ferences and wage differentials—until those things are
eliminated; until the political consciousness, knowledge
and skill of people in society are raised to a whole new
level, and knowledge and skills cannot be monopolized

by individuals or small groups of people; until we get
society to the point where goods can be produced
quickly in great abundance and only a small amount
of time has to be spent in producing the basic things
that people need to live and providing for further de
velopment, and a great part of the time can be spent
in education and culture and raising the political con
sciousness and the grasp of the masses of people of th»
science that can show them how to change the world;
until all that has been accomplished, yes, the possibi
lity of a new class of exploiters arising and turning
things back does exist. But it is not inevitable.

What is inevitable is that people will continue to
fight back against their oppression and exploitation,
that this system of capitalism is not here to stay, or
eternal, that it only developed at a certain stage, really
only a few hundred years ago, and that the very devel
opment of capitalism—the introduction of the steam
engine, large-scale factories and other things—have
drawn together as capitalism's gravedigger a mighty

army from those who were scattered and separated,
working in isolation from each other on farms or In

small workshops, has drawn together those of us who
make up the working class in tens and hundreds of mil
lions, drawn us together by the thousands, even tens
of thousands, in a single factory.

This has shown us that in common we produce and

laid bare the basis for us to see that If in common we

produce and in common we make society run then
there is absolutely no reason why we cannot run society
and that eventually we will and we will run It not In

the interests of a new group of exploiters but we will
run it and reshape it and transform It to eliminate the

basis for exploitation once and for all. And this Is
what Mao Tsetung helped the masses of people not
only In China but throughout the world to see more
clearly.

So when they raise the question, who will be Mao
Tsetung's successors, the working class is ready with
its answer: l/He will be Mao Tsetung's successors, In
our millions and hundreds of millions, and we wili con

tinue the cause for which he fought and in which he
led us and to which he devoted his entire life, until that

great goal of eliminating exploitation and oppression
and achieving communism has finally been achieved.
This is the greatest tribute that we can pay to Mao
Tsetung, and it's a cause which the working class today
and our children and our children's children and theirs

beyond them will carry forward. ■


