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Down with Thatcher, Galtieri, and Reagan'
Oppose the Reactionary War
Over the Falklands!

The military conflict in the Sou.th At-
lantic is taking on bigger and more

- murderous proportions. The news is

filled with reports of the irvasion of
the Falklands by British marines and
paratroopers, new air and sea battles,
and growing lists of casualties. On all
sides this is a conflict to defend tyran-
ny and exploitation. Both of the com-
batants are bloodstained enemies of
the working class and progressive
mankind, and both are fighting for
reactionary aims.

On April 2, General Galtieri, the

chief of the Argentine military junta, -

ordered the seizure of the Falklands as
a desperate maneuver to save his neck
and rescue his fascistic military dicta-
torship from the brink of collapse.
With similar aims of diverting the

wrath of the working people at home,
Margaret Thatcher, the infamous
“Iron Lady’’ of British imperialism,
has dispatched a vast armada of war-
ships 8,000 miles across the ocean to
reconquer the Falklands in a military
adventure of straight-up colonial rob-
bery. And for its part, the warmonger-
ing Reagan administration has thrown
its weight behind the British, colonial-
ist pirates while maneuvering to res-
cue as much as it can out of this
conflict between these two important
allies of U.S. imperialism.

Already hundreds of young men
have been criminally murdered in the
South Atlantic fighting, and there is
the danger of the slaughter of thou-
sands more. This is a matter of great
concern among the working and pro-

gressive people, who are aware that
the capitalist ruling classes will not
hesitate to bring onto the working
masses even the most senseless trage-
dies in order to save their crisis-ridden
system of exploitation and oppression.
The teactionaty war in the South At-
lantic is just such a meaningless trage-
dy.

Galtieri’s Last-Ditch Gamble to Rescue
His Bloodstained Fascist Dictatorship

For many decades, the capitalist oli-
garchy of Argentine industrialists and
landlords has ruled through the iron
fist of one dictatorial regime after the
other. And the present military gov-
ernment has been one of the most sa-

The Workers’ Advocate

»

25¢

system of brutality, the Argentine mil-
itary junta is comparable to the fascist
Pinochet dictatorship in Chile, or to
that of Hitlerite Germany. Since seiz-
ing power in a March 1976 coup d’etat,
the right-wing junta has been waging a
ruthless war to physically crush the
working ciass and exterminate all
revolutionary and democratic forces.
Political parties and trade unions have
been driven underground. Tens of
thousands. of political and trade union
activists have been murdered, kid-
napped. tortured, and left to rot in
military prisons. It is estimated that
there are as many as 30,000 ‘“‘disap-
peared’’ persons whose fate is un-
known but who are presumed either
assassinated or being held incommuni-

Continued on page 2

Why we reject the nuclear freeze

To Fight Nudear Weapons, Fight Impermllsm.

In the last several years, the mili-
tarists in Washington have greatly
stepped up their saber rattling, their
plots for imperialist adventures
abroad, and their ﬁendlsh specula-
tions about *‘winning'’ a nuclear war.
In response, a strong mass movement

- has developed among the working

people of this country against militar-
ism and imperialist war preparations.
The outrage of the masses can be seen
in the widespread anti-draft protests of
1980-81, in the vigorous protests a-
gainst the nuclear energy program, in
the continued demonstrations against
the U.S. aggression in El Salvador and
in the growing opposition to the Penta-
gon's nyclear weapons buildup.

One of the expressions of this out-
rage can also be seen in the large
number of people who are signing

_ petitions and voting for referendums
which they believe to-be against nu-

clear weapons. This year, these cam-
paigns are mainly based on the pro-
posal for a ‘‘nuclear freeze."' Un-
fortunately, however, these referen-

-dums are a huge fraud being perpe-

trated upon the people. The masses
are being led to believe by the or-
chestrators of the freeze campaign that
they are voting against war prepara-
tions. But this is not really the case,
for the freeze proposal is not against
war preparations at all.

The freeze proposal consists simply
of the polite suggestion that a message
be sent to Mr. Reagan that the good
man start negotiations with Mr. Brezh-
nev for a freeze, i.e., a moratorium on
the building of new-nuclear weapons.
In this article, we examine the essen-

tial features of the freeze plan We will
show that the freeze plan is simply
another version of the fraud of nego-
tiations between the SUperpowers,
similar to SALT; that the plan is a
scheme not to do away with, but pre-
serve, the Pentagon’s  bloodstained
war machine; and that the plan was
developed in such a way as to allow
war dog Reagan to pose as a Carter-
style ‘‘peacenik."’”

A Rehash of the SALT Fraud
First, the nuclear freeze campaign is

simply-another version of the .numer-
ous fraudulent disarmament schemes

of negotiations between the superpow-

ers.

For decades now, the superpowers
have engaged in such negotiations.
And what has been the result? The
U.S. and USSR have gone on arming to
the teeth, adding newer and evermore
fiendish weapons to their monstrous
arsenals, while all the time swearing
hypocritically in the name of ‘‘arms
limitation,’’ *‘detente,”” ‘‘peace,’’ and
so on.

Take, for instance, SALT II, the so-
called ‘‘arms limitation'’ treaty that
Carter arrived at with Brezhnev in
1980. This was the outcome of nearly
severl years of ‘‘consultations’’ and
‘‘negotiations’’ between the super-
powers. This was hailed as a great
*‘triumph for peace.’’

But this was a complete swindle.
SALT 1II did not reduce the nuclear
arsenals one bit. In fact, it provided
for the further expansion and per-
fection of the nuclear stockpiles. To-

-

The expansionist Israeli regime is
poised for another full-scale inva-
sion of Lebanon. Only weeks ago,
two separate Israeli air strikes on
Lebanon killed 39 people. Now the
bloodthirsty Israeli army is boasting
of its intentions to invade Lebanon
and slaughter the Palestinian re-
sistance movement and the Leba-
nese left under the hypocritical
banner of ‘‘fighting terrorism.”
As the Chief of Staff of the Israeli
Army, Rafael Eiten, put it on May
14, **Will we gain our end without
fighting the terrorists? In my opin-
ion there isn't any alternative, be-
cause thie terrorists are at war with

" To this end, Eiten admitted
that Israel had ‘‘concentrated
forces in the north,’’ near the Leba-
nese border, and that Israeli forces
have been *‘sitting and preparing”’
for an invasion for several weeks.
(Washington Post, May 15, 1982) It
is reported that Israel has massed a
force of 36,000 troops, including two
armored divisions, for the invasion.

The planned attack on Lebanon is
part of the Israeli regime's cam-
paign of racist terror against the
Palestinian and other Arab peoples.
The large number of Palestinian
refugees who have been forced into

roadblock to the expansionist plans

Israeli Aggressors
Prepare to Invade Lebanon

‘were vowing to disarm the Palestin-

‘leashed by its masters in Washing-

Lebanon by Israeli aggression is a .

N

of Begin and co. Through invading
Lebanon, Israel hopes to strike a big
blow at the Palestinian resistance
movement. As well, Israel wants to
assist Lebanese reaction in suppres-
sion of the Lebanese left and possi-
bly to annex southern Lebanon.

U.S. imperialism is backing the
Israeli aggressors to the hilt. The
Reagan administration has shown
its so-called ‘‘concern’’ for ‘‘re-
straint’’ in southern Lebanon by
arming Israel with billions of dollars
of warplanes, bombs and other mili-
tary equipment. The Democratic
Party liberal, Ted Kennedy, is fol-
lowing suit. In early April he sent a
message of support to a conference
of Lebanese Phalangist militia
groups, Israeli-backed fascists, who

ian resistance fighters. Israel, the
loyal watchdog of U.S. interests in
the Middle East, is again being un-

ton.

But zionist terror can never anni-
hilate the Palestinian resistanceg.
For several months, the Palestin-
ians of the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip have risen in a new wave of
struggle against savage Israeli
occupation and ‘Israel’s plans to
formally annex these territories. [
See our article on page 10.
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distic and fascistic of them all. In its

day, even though SALT Il has not been
verified by the U.S. Senate, the major
provisions of the treaty are being ob-
served by both superpowers. Has this
stopped Carter or Reagan from boost-
ing the war budget to the skies? Not
at all! Indeed, SALT Il explicitly al-
lows the superpowers to.go up to
22,500-24,400 total strategic warheads
between the two of them by 1985,
from the 16,000 or so they have now.
In addition, the U.S. could go on to
build more Trident submarines, de-
velop the Cruise Missile, the MX
system, and so on. The Soviet Union
could do similarly. :

SALT Il is not some aberration but a
typical example of the fruits of the
schemes of negotiations between the
superpowers. These talks are nothing
but a smoke screen behind which the
imperialists go on arming to the teeth.
This is imperialist pacifism in action:
‘‘peace talks'’ to deceive the masses
while war preparations steadily go for-
ward.

. A section of the leaders of the freeze
campaign try to pretend that the freeze
is somehow different from SALT.
But this is not so. In fact, the pro-
moters of the freeze campaign them-
selves point to it as the only ‘‘realis-
tic’’ plan because it is based on
‘‘mutual disarmament.’’ Thus, accord-
ing to their own plan, the Pentagon
should go on arming to the teeth un-
less both sides agree —-at some in-
determinate time in the future — on
the nuclear freeze.

While a section of the leaders of the
freeze campaign may equivocate, the
chief imperialist sponsors of the plan
make it quite explicit that the Penta-
gon’'s arsenal must continue to be
bolstered. Take, for example, the bill
on the nuclear freeze sponsored on
March 10 by Senators Kennedy and
Hatfield with the total support of 17
senators and 122 congressmen. This
bill explicitly leaves it up to the super-
powers to decide ‘‘when and how to
achieve 'a mutual freeze.”' In the
meantime, of course, they hold that
the war budget must be boosted, as
Kennedy along with the vast majority
of his Senate and House colleagues,
Republicans and Democrats alike,
have repeatedly shown through their
enthusiastic votes in favor of Rea-
gan's military budgets during the last
two years!

With such an attractive proposal,
of course Chief Warmonger Reagan
could not lag far behind in joining the

«_%};

More than 20,000 peoplo marchod in p%ot“t analnst nuclear weapons m
Chicago on April 10. This is another expression of the broad outrage among
the American people agair:st the Reaganite war buildup.

freeze bandwagon and wrapping him-
self in the mantle of a “peacenik.”
He has done exactly that. While
squabbling with the Kennedy-Hatfield
bill; Reagan too has given his support
for a freeze bili in Congress sponsored
by arch-militarist _Senators Henry
Jackson and John Warner. The only
differen¢e is that Reagan makes ex-
plicit what the Kennedyites seek to
deliberately leave vague. The Rea-
ganite l?ill calls for a freeze after the
Superpowers negotiate ‘‘equal and
sharplg reduced levels of forces’’ and
of course they make clear that to
achieve “‘equality,”” the U.S. must
first massively bolster its present
nuclear arsenal. Moreover the Rea-
ganites pretend to go even further
than the freeze with their calls for
‘“‘arms reductions.”” But everyone
knows this is nothing but a gigantic
hoax. Reagan is proposing ‘‘arms re-
ductions’’ with tongue in cheek in
order to hide his escalating war budg-
ets. Still, by coming forward with his
own, even more radical freeze pro-
posal, the Reaganites have revealed
the essential hypocrisy that underlies
the whole nuclear freeze proposal, no
matter which version.

Bolstering the
Pentagon’s War Machine

Second, the nuclear freeze proposal
explicitly supports the U.S. imperialist
war machine, including its bloated
nuclear arsenal.

According to the freeze proposal, if
both superpowers cannot come to an
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10 Million Unemployed
Shows the Necessity
for Class Struggle

The disastrous scourge of un-
employment is presently ruining un-
told millions of workers. In April,
the jobless rate reached 9.4% of the
work force, the highest rate since 1941
at the end of the Depression. But the
official figure of 10.3 million jobless
workers only represents a part of the
suffering from lack: of work. It doesn’t
include the several million jobless who
have given up looking in despair.
Nor does it include the 5.8 million
underemployed workers, who work
part time and receive only a fraction of
the wages they need to live for lack of
full-time work. Nor does it show the
depths of joblessness among oppres-
sed nationalities, with a post-war
record of 18.4% of black workers un-
employed; or among young workers,
with 23% of the 16- to 19-year-olds and
a full 48% (almost half!) of the young
black workers unable to find work.

Moreover,. the length of time that
the average unemployed worker is

out of work is growing longer and long-

er. Meanwhile, Reagan has cut federal
unemployment benefits by $2.4 billion
this year and wants to cut them an-
other $4.3 billion next year. Many
more billions have been cut from
CETA and other jobs programs, as
well as from welfare payments, food
stamps, and other forms of relief for
the unemployed. All this taken to-
gether means that today, millions
upon millions of jobless workers and
their families are staring hunger in
the face.

This grave situation poses two ques-
tions: The first is — why?; the second
is — what must be done about it?

Unemployment for Millions Means
Profits for a Gang of Rich Men

The rich capitalists and all of the
professional liars in their pay have told
every possible lie about why there are
so many workers out of work. The
trade union sellouts push the bosses’
chauvinist hoax that it is the competi-
tion of the Japanese which is the cause
in order to justify wage-cutting conces-

sions. Mexican and other immigrant

workers are blamed in order to justify
bestial persecution against this super-
exploited section of the working class.
Then, of course, the capitalist parties
blame @ach other in order to get votes,
with the Democrats claiming that it is
simply Reagan'’s policies which are re-
sponsible, and with Reagan trying to

+ claim that it is simply the result of the

Democrats who went before him.

But no amount of lies can wipe out
the fact that it is the capitalist system
of production for profit which is the
source of the plague of unemployment.
The decaying system of capitalist ex-
ploitation is being shaken by a power-
ful crisis. The present industrial bust
which began in the summer of 1980 is
the deepest since the Depression of
the 1930's. But this is no ordinary re-
cession. Rather, it is the latest and
most severe in a string of back-to-back
recessions which began over a decade
ago. Economic stagnation reigns with-
out any real recovery from one re-
cession before another economic col-
lapse takes hold. This economic quag-
mire is being compounded by financial
crisis and high rates of inflation. There
is no letup in sight, and there is every
reason to believe the crisis is going to
get only worse — much worse. The
bourgeois economists have revised
their forecasts about a ‘‘brisk’’ re-
covery, to a ‘*mild’’ one, and now to a
‘‘weak’’ one; every month they push
the predicted date of this recovery
further back on the horizon.

At the root of the present economic
disaster is a capitalist crisis of over-
production. The vast productive forces
of society have been set in motion by

the dog-eat-dog drive of the capitalist

owners for maximum profits. The
anarchic law of the jungle among‘the
capitalists gives rise to tremendous

disproportions in the economy. The -

capitalists have produced too much.
There are unused piles of steel, park-
ing lots full of unsold cars, warehouses
full of rotting cheese and other prod-
ucts, because the capitalists can not
sell these goods and turn the high
Continued on page 13

See UNEMPLOYED

Fight Reagan’s
Racist Offensive!

The Reagan government is spear-
heading a vicious racist offensive
against the black people. Segregation-
ism has comeé to the fore as the main
thrust of this offensive. This offensive
is being unfolded at a time when the
deepening economic crisis, together
with the brutal double oppression that
the masses of black people continue to
suffer, are already bringing utter dev-
astation to literally millions of blacks.

Reagan’s segregationist drive is
aimed squarely against the conces-
sions wrung from the bourgeoisie in
the powerful mass struggles of the
black people in the 1950’s and 1960’s.
During that time the mass struggles
and heroic rebellions of the black peo-
ple landed a heavy blow to the system
of Jim Crow segregationism employed
and enforced by the capitalist rulers.
These struggles forced the suspension
of some of the most outrageous and
appalling features of the system of Jim
Crow segregationism, such as the le-

gal segregation of the schools, the de-

nial of voting rights to the black peo-
ple, their systematic exclusion from

Reagan government is openly clamor-
ing for segregation in education, job
discrimination and denial of voting
rights to the black people. These racist
measures show that the bourgeoisie is
still smarting from the blows of the he-
roi¢ black masses and is deeply com-
mitted to driving them down into even
more bitter conditions of national op-
pression.

Democrats Laid the Groundwork
for Reagan

The grounds for Reagan’s racist
drive have been laid down over the
past years under previous administra-
tions — Republicans and Democrats
alike. Under the Carter government
the fascist anti-busing movement was
given a strong impetus; tons of racist
propaganda about the fraud of ‘‘re-
verse discrimination’’ and around the
infamous Bakke decision was used to
clamor for the segregation of. the
schools and work places. But Carter
and the Democrats tried to conceal the
savage racist offensive of the capital-
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Oppose the Reactionary War Over

Continued from front page

cado by the military.
Furthermore, the Argentine regime

is not only the hangman of its own peo-

ple, but it is also a bulwark of reaction
in Latin America. Over the years its
bloodstained hand has played a role in

a series of reactionary putsches in a

number of countries and most recently
in the reactionary coup in Bolivia. It
has also been reported that Galtieri’s
junta has been actively involved in
Reagan’s counter-revolutionary = de-
stabilization campaign against Nicara-
gua. Moreover, the Argentine junta
has even offered Reagan the use of
its troops against either Nicaragua or
to assist its fascist brethren of the Sal-
vadorian military junta in its genocidal
war against the workers and peasants
of El Salvador.

Today, however, the walls of this
fortress of fascist reaction and Yankee
imperialist aggression are teetering on
the brink of collapse. The Argentine
junta is being shaken by economic and
financial ruin. Last year the inflation
rate was 130%, the highest in the
world. Presently interest rates have
reached 250%, and unemployment
and underemployment afflicts 40% of
the work force. Government and in-
dustry can’t make good on the stagger-
ing interest payments that they owe on
their $32 billion of loans from the Wall
Street, London and other imperialist
banks. To further squeeze the working
people, in March, Galtieri imposed a
new round of austerity measures, in-
cluding a freeze on pensions and on
public employee wages.

But the working masses had had

enough. During the last week of
March, pitched battles raged through
the streets of Buenos Aires with the
unarmed workers facing soldiers
armed with tear gas and water canons.
In the largest demonstrations since
the ’76 coup, the workers came out in

force with slogans against the junta’s
economic measures and for the end of
the military dictatorship.

Galtieri could read the writing on
the wall. In a last-ditch gamble, he or-
dered the seizure of the Falklands, or
the Malvinas as they are known in Ar-
gentina. It is as plain as day that this
was simply a desperate maneuver to
keep in power the military dictator-
ship. And, unfortunately, the national-
istic fervor created by this maneuver
had its effect. On the very day of the
seizure, the leadership of the bour-
geois opposition, which is in the main
Peronist, called off the big anti-junta
demonstration that had been called.
The Peronist leaders of the trade union
movement have likewise fallen under
the sway of the reactionary nationalist
fever. It appears that at great risk the
junta has bought itself a breather, but
it is surely nothing more than a breath-
er. Every day of the military conflict
with the British fleet is bringing on an
even greater financial and economic
disaster. The misery and tyranny
which brought the workers into the
streets is only growing more unbear-
able. Everything indicates that the
collapse of the military dictatorship
has only been temporarily postponed,
and if things go badly for the generals
on the military front, this collapse may
well come sooner than later.

Here it should be pointed out that
from the outset the fascist generals
came to power and rigged up their sa-
distic dictatorship under the national-
istic rhetoric of ‘‘preserving the na-
tion’’ and ‘‘national security.’’ Galtieri
has now gone to the point of risking a
possibly disastrous war with British
imperialism in order to renew this tat-
tered nationalistic rhetoric and to prop
up the tottering fascist dictatorship.
Such is the reactionary essence of the
Argentine junta’s seizure of the Mal-
vinas.

Yes, it is true enough that the Mal-

vinas Islands were unscrupulously
robbed from Argentina. In 1831, a
U.S. naval expedition ‘‘demilitarized’’
the Argentine settlement there, fol-
lowed in 1832-33 by a British expedi-
tion which forcibly drove the remain-
ing Argentineans off of the island-.
The islands have been held as a color. -
al possession of the British Empire
ever since. But this injustice in no way
means that the working class and peo-
ple should line up behind the blood-
spattered Argentine generals in their
conflict with British imperialism. In the
present conditions, to argue otherwise

means to sacrifice the
27 million Argentines
before the altar of the
fascist executioners in
exchange for the glory
of an adventure of
the Argentine armed
forces. The working
class and people of Argentina must
settle accounts with their own hang-
men first and foremost, and only then
does it make any sense to pursue what-
ever the people decide might be the
best means to redress the problem of
the Malvinas. But until that time, the
byword of the workers and oppressed
-nust be uncompromising struggle for
the overthrow of the Argentine fas-
cist tyranny which is murdering and
torturing their best sons and daugh-
ters and exploiting them to the bone.
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Top Left: The ‘‘democratic’’ Thatcher government suppressing
the rebellions of the working class and national minority youth
in the Brixton section of London in April, 1981.

Left: The British colonialist ‘‘liberators’’ of oppressed peoples
at work in Northern Ireland. Photo shows heroic Irish youth
standing up to the armored cars of the occupation troops of
Thatcher’s government in May, 1981.

Above: Galtieri’s troops attacking a workers’ demonstration
against the fascist junta held in the streets of Buenos Aires on
March 30, just three days before the seizure of the Falklands.

British Imperialism’s Armada
of Colonial Piracy

Meanwhile, the aims of the other
belligerent, the British government of
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher,
are no less reactionary than those of
the military dictators in Buenos Aires.
In response to the seizure of the Falk-
lands, British colonialism and imperi-
alism is baring its savage and warmon-
gering fangs. With the aim of driving
off the Argentine forces and recon-
quering the islands, Thatcher has un-
leashed the biggest naval armada as-
sembled by British imperialism since
World War I, including over 60 war-
ships bristling with modern weapons
and carrying some ten thousand crack
troops and mercenaries. The entire
British capitalist ruling class is crying
out for blood, pounding the war drums
with both fists. This rabid war fever

the Falklands!

has not only gripped ‘‘Iron Lady’’
Thatcher and her Conservatives, but
also the loyal opposition of the social-
democratic Labor Party. From both
sides of the British parliament echo

‘the bloodcurdling war cries to ‘‘teach

the Argentines a lesson’’ and to re-
store the ‘*honor’’ of Queen and coun-
try. Indeed, even the self-styled ‘‘in-
veterate peacemonger,”” Labor Party
leader Michael Foot, has not been out-
done in this orgy of jingoist warmon-
gering. i

The dispatch of the British naval
task force to the South Atlantic is noth-
ing but a typical instance of colonialist
aggression. It is nothing but gunboat
robbery to steal for a second time what
the British colonialists had forcibly
stolen from Argentina in the first
place. Nevertheless, the lords and la-
dies of British imperialism are trying
to put a ‘‘civilized’’ and ‘‘principled”’
face on their murderous military ad-
vernture of modern-day piracy.

Thatcher, Foot, and crew, declare
that the dispatch of the British armada
was essential to defend ‘‘principles’’
and ‘‘international law."’ But the only
‘‘international laws’’ that the British
fleet has sailed eight thousand miles to
defend are the old laws-of colonial em-

. pire; the only “‘principles’’ at stake are

“‘principles’’ according to which what
has been seized and conquered by the
Royal Navy and Marines is the inalien-
able possession of the Royal Empire,
even if this possession is halfway
around the world and happens to be an
integral part of other people’s territory.

It is well known that in the name of
these very same ‘‘laws’’ and ‘‘princi-
ples,”’ over the centuries British colo-
nial troops and mercenaries have
slaughtered untold millions in colonial

wars from India, to Ireland, to North |

America, to Africa, and elsewhere
around the globe. While since the con-
Continued on page 12

See FALKLANDS WAR

British Labor Party— Her Majesty’s Social-Democrats in Defense of the Empire'

The Falkland Islands crisis is bring-
ing ‘out many political lessons of im-
portance to the working class and the
progressive forces everywhere. It is an
example of the depths of the crisis

~shdking the capitalist world and of the
ferocity of the capitalist wolves. More-

*over, it is not only an exposure of the
criminal imperialist system but also of
one of its most important pillars of
support — social-democracy. The so-
cial-democratic chieftains of the Brit-
ish Labor Party have come out four-
square in support of Her Majesty's
Royal Navy in its military ddventure to
recapture the Falklands. By giving
their blessings to this aggressive act of
colonial piracy, to this senseless
slaughter, the Laborites are laying
‘bare the real warmongering and impe-
rialist essence of contemporary social-
democracy.

The Laborite Heroes
of ““Peace’’ and ‘‘Socialism”’
Take the Side of
Warmongering British Imperialism

In recent years the politicians of the
British Labor Party have received con-
siderable press coverage in the U.S.
In the context of the growing struggles
of the British working class against the
capitalist offensive and the bitter ha-
tred of the people for the Conservative
government of the” arch-reactionary
Margaret Thatcher, the capitalist me-
dia has been promoting the emergence

of an alleged ‘‘new militancy’’ to the
Labor Party opposition. Laborites like
party leader Michael Foot and *‘left-
winger'® Tony Benn have even been
portrayed as leading a ‘‘renewed’’
struggle to ‘‘introduce socialism’’ in
Britain. At the same time, with the
working people of Britain and the rest
of Western Europe taking to the
streets against militarism and the im-
perialist nuclear arms buildup, Labor
Party politicians have’ been promoted
to the skies as the very angels of
‘‘peace’’ and ‘‘disarmament.’’ Labor
Party leader, Michael Foot, for exam-
ple, has over the years built up a repu-
tation as being a pacifist, and he likes
to pride himself as ‘‘an “inveterate
peacemonger.”’

- But the Falklands crisis has put the
rhetoric of the Laborites to the test.
The war in the South Atlantic is a reac-
tionary conflict between British impe-
rialism with its aggressive colonial
aims, on the one side, and the Argen-
tine fascist junta with its own reaction-
ary aims of rescuing its ruthless dicta-
torship, on the other. The entire Brit-
ish ruling class has been swept up by
a jingoist war fever, crying bloody
murder for revenge against the Argen-
tine ‘‘effrontery to the Crown,”” and
for the recapture of their South Atlan-
tic colony.

All of the capitalist political parties
in Britain have come down with both
feet on the side of British imperial-
ism's war of colonial piracy. The Labor

Party has been no exception, rallying
to the bloodstained Union Jack of Brit-
ish colonialism. Overnight the ‘‘invet-
erate peacemonger,’”’ Michael Foot,
has been transformed into a rabid war-
monger, gnashing his teeth for a war to
the finish in the South Atlantic. Like
any good colonial lord," Foot declares
that the Falklands are “‘ours and no
one else’s,’’ and he fully supports the
dispatch of the naval task force to re-
capture the islands.

In the first days after the Argentine
seizure of the Falklands, an outcry
came from Foot and the Laborites ac-
cusing the Thatcher government of
‘‘betraying’’ the ‘‘national’ honor."
Among others, Labor's '@ defense
spokesman , John Silken, blamed the
Argentine seizure on the ‘‘blunder-
ing’' of Thatcher's ministers and on
their failure to maintain a ‘‘credible
defense force.”' In other words, the
Laborites are pointing their fingers at
the fiendish war hawks of the Thatcher
government for being weak-kneed.
They are charging that the monstrous
military buildup under the Thatcher
regime, under the ‘‘Iron Lady’’ of Brit-
ish militarism herself, has not been
monstrous enough to provide the
““credible defense force’’ necessary to
safeguard the colonial possessions of
the Royal Empire. Such is the dis-
graceful imperialist and warmonger-
ing stand of the social-democratic
‘‘peacemongers’’ of the British Labor
Party.

Correspondence

April 26, 1982
Dear Comrades:

The crisis of revisionism is not con-
fined to Poland, China, Yugoslavia and
Soviet Russia; the revisionist‘and the
social-imperialist hack organs in this
country have their titanic problems.

The social-imperialist paper of Dem-
ocratic Party machine politician Bay-
ard Rustin, New America, has not put
out a new edition in three months due
to financial problems. The editors of
New America have stooped {fo selling
brief two-line messages in some future
edition for twenty-five dollars. Little
wonder! In the pages of New America
there is nothing about the miseries of

the workers, students, or poor, and
there is nothing about socialism. You
will read lifie after line and column af-
ter column of slander of the Salvadori-
an people, libel of the Salvadorian free-
dom fighters, and unlimited praise for
the running-dog fascist junta. You will
also read of unequivocal support for
U.S. subversion of Cuba and unwaver-
ing belief in imperialism-zionism. Of
course New America has to bleed mon-
ey out of its few readers; no worker
subscribes to such reactionary views.
The revisionist publication Demo-
cratic Left is often weeks late and even
then has nothing of interest to the
working class: N6 Marx! No Engels!

?No Lenin! No Stalin! No socialism!
What is even worse is the fact that
Democratic Left advocates this mis-
named ‘‘socialism’’ to be a standard to
be carried by the rotten and corrupt
Democratic Party which is controlled
like a puppet on strings by the capital-
ists.

| cherish my subscription to The

Workers’ Advocate: it bears the truth.
The Marxist-Leninist Party of the USA
will be the only true leader of those
who desire true revolution and a better
life.

Yours for the revolution,
Connecticut
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The Laborites’ ‘‘Reservations’’

After their initial flush of enthusi-
asm and calls to battle, the Laborites
began to add a number of ‘‘reserva-
tions' to their ardent support for
Thatcher's military adventure. The
Labor chieftains wanted to hedge their
bets because of the widespread oppo-
sition to this colonial slaughter among
the working and progressive masses.
Moreover, there is a real danger of a
disaster, and naturally the Laborites
see a danger in possibly sinking with
Thatcher’s ship. So Foot and co. have
expressed a number of ‘‘reservations’’
about how Thatcher is going about in-
vading the Falklgnds. For example,
they have' demanded that Thatcher
must first pursue all negotiations to
the limit, and only then proceed to
blow the Argentines to bits. Or anoth-
er example is Labor’s demand that the
invasion of the Falklands be carried
out like ‘‘a surgical operation’’ with “‘a
minimum use of military force."
Hence when British torpedoes sank
the Argentine cruiser Belgrano, send-
ing some 360 young men to their
graves at the bottom of the South At-
lantic,” Dennis Healey, a Labor Party
chieftain, demanded an explanation of
why the torpedoes weren't targeted to
just cripple the Belgrano rather then
sink it. How charitable are these splen-
did chaps of the Labor Party — chari-
table like the British soldiers in the
north of Ireland who crack the skulls
and cripple young demonstrators with
special rubber bullets rather than
using lead ones. In short, the Laborites
stand fully behind Thatcher’s imperi-
alist aggression; while at the same
time they want to prettify it with idle
sermons about carrying out this mur-
derous -war ‘‘humanely’’ and ‘‘with-
out significant loss of life."”” What im-
perialist rot!

Meanwhile, there is a minority
group of Laborites in Parliament, led
by ‘‘left-winger'' Tony Benn, which
has requested a cease-fire and the
withdrawal of the naval task force.
This group does not oppose the ag-
gressive aims of British imperialism or
challenge ‘the territorial claims of Her
Majesty’s Empire. Rather, these *‘left
wingers'' argue only from the narrow
angle that the retaking of the islands is
militarily impractical and will end in a
disaster, such as the death of the Falk-
land settlers, or severe damage to the
British fleet, etc. As Tony Benn puts
it: **This is an enterprise that is ill-
thought out and will not achieve the
objectives the Prime Minister has set
for it...the risks of this exercise far
exceed the gains.”” In other words,
Benn sympathizes with Prime Minis-
ter Thatcher's ‘‘objectives’’ of colonial
conquest, but in his calculations the
risks in this case are simply not worth
the ‘‘gains’’ of retaking the Falklands.

‘‘Socialists’’ in Words,
Imperialists in Deeds

Foot and the other Laborite chief-
tains are trying to justify their treach-
erous support for the slaughter tak}ng
place in the South Atlantic with the
most shameless demagogy. They are
trying to outdo Thatcher with hypo-
critical outcries about the rights of the
1,800 Falkland settlers. And, in parti-
cular, they are hypocritically shouting
about the ‘‘fascist tin-pot junta'' in
Buenos Aires, denouncing Galtieri as
‘‘a bargain basement Mussolini.’’ But
all this loud shouting is simply a
screen to'justify the murderous ag-
gression of the British imperialists.

No, the 'Laborites are neither con-
cerned about the fate of the Falkland-
ers, nor about the struggle of the Ar-
gentine working people to overthrow
their barbarous Mussolinis. On the
contrary, the Laborites are obsessed
by only one concern — the superprof-
its of the British imperialist money-
bags. They are concerned with the de-
fense of the British imperialists’ colo-
nial and neo-colonial interests on a
global scale. Among other things, this
includes the potential plunder of the
oil reserves that have been discovered
in the offshore areas between the Falk-
lands and the Argentine mainland,
and the potential for other booty in
the South Atlantic region.

At least one Labor Party MP, Lord
Shackleton, has spelled this out in no
uncertain terms. Shackleton criticized
Thatcher for being ‘‘extraordinarily
noncommittal”” about reinvading the
Falklands, a weakness which he attrib-
uted to a lack of understanding on her
part that ‘‘It was not only the fate of
the Falkland Islands and dependencies
that was at stake, it was the whole
southwest Atlantic, including the Ant-
arctic.”” (London Sunday Times, April
4, 1982)

Here this frank Laborite is obvious-
ly not voicing his concern for the rights
of the Antarctic penguins. Rather he is
candidly expressing his concern for the
British imperialist plunder of the oil
and other possible loot in the south-
west Atlantic, and for the importance
of the Falklands, South Georgia, and
the other British-held islands in the
area for British imperialism's old am-
bitions to explojt the mineral-rich Ant-

arctic.. True, as of yet, the southwest’

Atlantic and the Antarctic do not yield
major profits for the sharks of British
finance capital; oil drilling has barely
begun off of the Falklands, and the ex-
ploitation of the Antarctic is still main-
ly at the stage of research.

But as V.I. Lenin pointed out in his
famous work Imperialism, the Highest
Stage of Capitalism, ''Finance capital
is interested not only in the already
discovered séurces ‘of raw materials
but also in potential sources, because
present-day technical development is

extremely rapid, and land which is
useless today may be made fertile to-
morrow If new methods are applied...
and if large amounts of capital are in-
vested. This also applies to prospect-

ing for:minerals. to new methods of

working up and utilizing raw materi-
als, etc., ete. Hence, the inevitable
striving of finance capital to enlarge its
economic territory.... finance capital
strives in general to seize the largest
possible amount of land of all kinds in
all places, and by every means, taking
into account potential sources of raw
materials and fearing to be left behind
in the fierce struggle for the last scraps
of undivided territory. or for the repar-
tition of those that have been already
divided. ' (**The Division of the World
Among the Great Powers,’” Ch. VI)

It is precisely this ‘‘striving of fi-
nance capital'’ which motivates the
“‘socialist’” jingoes of the British Labor
Party to support the senseless slaugh-
ter going on in the Falklands. As Lenin
pointed out in his day, the chieftains of
the British Labor Party and the other
social-democratic traitors to socialism
and the working class are ‘‘socialists’
only in words, while they are ardent
defenders of imperialism in deeds.

Imperialist ‘‘Pacifism”’

The Falklands crisis is tearing the
“*pacifist’’ mask off the Laborite poli-
ticians. In particular it is exposing the
rotten social-democratic policy of com-
bining hypocritical sermons about
‘‘peace’’ and “‘disarmament’’ on the
one hand, with loyalty to the imperial-
ist interests of the capitalist ruling
class, on the other.

In order to hoodwink the working
people and misdirect their profound
opposition to imperialist militarism
and war, the Laborites pose as oppo-
nents of the Thatcherite and Reagan-
ite warmongers. These ‘‘inveterate
peacemongers'' even give passionate
speeches in Parliament about nuclear
disarmament. But what lies behind
these fine words against the nuclear
arms buildup? The demand of these
very same Laborite politicians is that
less be spent on nuclear arms so that
more can be spent on conventional
weaponry to better defend British im-
perialist interests. After all, as the La-
borites accuse Thatcher, if the Royal
Navy had only had more and bigger
battleships and warplanes, if it had
only had a more ‘‘credible defense
force,"’ then it could really teach those
Argentines a lesson. Such is the war-
mongering and imperialist essence of
the *‘pacifism’’ of the Labor Party.

The role of the British Labor Party in
the Falklands crisis is an important
lesson for the workers and progressive
people everywhere. It is another pro-
found exposure of the role social-
democracy plays as a pillar of aggres-
sive warmongering imperialism. O



Concessions imposed on auto workers

Stiff Opposition
Points to Further Struggle

The first round of the takeback of-
fensive in the auto industry is over.
The treacherous UAW bureaucrats
have succeeded in teaming up with the
auto monopolies to tear up the old
contracts and to impose huge wage
and benefit concessions on the workers
at Ford, General Motors, International
Harvester, American Motors and a
number of auto parts suppliers. These
new concession contracts are a signi-
ficant blow to the workers’ movement,
but the struggle is by no means over.
The struggle waged at GM, for exam-
ple, has already spurred on the opposi-
tion of the AMC workers and others.
Clearly the stiff opposition put up by
the workers at some of the companies,
and the growing outrage of the masses
of auto workers against the sellout
ieaders of the UAW are signs that the
anti-concessions struggle will grow
sharper in the future.

Unprecedented Treacher)" of
the UAW Bureaucrats

The workers have been forced to pay
a heavy toll for the economic problems
of the auto billionaires. The conces-
sions given away amount to $150 mil-
lion to AMC, $200 million to IH, $1 bil-
lion to Ford and some $3 billion to GM.
This means that each and every em-
ployed auto worker at these companies
will give up an average of $9-10,000
over the life of his or her contract.

The monopoly corporations and the
belly-crawling leaders of the UAW
have hailed these enormous conces-
sions as a ‘‘new era in labor rela-
tions,’’ an ‘‘end to the adversary rela-
tionship,”” and a new ‘‘partnership’’
between the auto workers and their ex-
ploiters to save the American auto in-
dustry. But the opposition to conces-
sions by tens upon tens of thousands of
rank-and-file auto workers shows that
all of these claims are just the pipe
dreams of the rich, Instead, the new
concessions deals expose the unprece-
dented treachery of the leaders of the
UAW who have joined the auto bil-
lionaires in an undisguised ‘‘partner-
ship'" against the mass of auto work-
ers.

Even at Ford, where Doug Fraser
claimed to have received a ‘‘mandate”’
from the workers, there was resistance
to concessions every step of the way.
Anti-concessions leaflets and stickers
circulated throughout the factories.
Three hundred workers protested the
Ford deal in a demonstration on Feb-
tuary 20 at a local UAW officials’
meeting in Detroit. And, even by the
union hacks’ own rigged tally, 16,000
workers voted against the contract,
with eight plants rejecting the contract
outright. This is hardly a ‘‘mandate’’
for concessions.

The opposition was stronger still at
GM and AMC where the UAW hacks
managed to force concessions down
the workers’ throats only through bla-
tant voting fraud. The AMC vote espe-

cially exposes the utterly shameless
antics of the UAW bureaucrats. When
the workers at the Toledo Jeep plant
rejected the contract, the UAW bu-
reaucrats did not accept this ‘‘man-
date’’ of the workers and give up the
concessions. No! Instead they threat-
ened the workers that AMC would col-
lapse without concessions and ordered
the workers to vote again until they
agreed to the contract. The vote fixing
of the UAW heads was so blatant that
they even refused to allow a similar
revote demanded by the workers at the
big Kenosha, Wisconsin plant for fear
that the workers there, who only
agreed to the concessions by the nar-
rowest of margins, would reverse
themselves and torpedo the contract.

Vicious blackmail, thug-style intimi-
dation of workers in the opposition,
ballot box stuffing, and arbitrary re-
votes — these are some of the weap-
ons wielded by the UAW hacks to sad-
dle the workers with concessions. The
treachery of the heads of the UAW
knows no bounds.

The UAW is no small and weak out-
fit that is being pushed around by the
auto giants. It is well known as one of
the most powerful unions which boasts
of its enormous strike funds, its sizea-
ble membership and great strength.
The fact that this powerful machine
was not used to organize the workers,
but was set against them, shows the
necessity of waging a fierce and unre-
lenting struggle against the union bu-
reaucracy. It is proof positive that to
stand up to the monopoly capitalists,
to wage a serious struggle in defense
of the workers’ jobs and livelihood, the
workers must build their own fighting
organizations in struggle against the
sellout union bureaucrats.

Get Organized for Further Struggle

The marked opposition that emerg-
ed in this round of the struggle is a
good sign that an even stronger fight
can be organized in the future.

In the first place, by not giving way
to concessions without a fight, the
workers exploded the capitalist myth
that the auto workers are just docile
sheep to be led to the slaughter by la-
bor-traitor Fraser. At times there has
been a feeling among some workers of
“"but ,what can be done?’’ against the
railroad by the UAW bureaucracy. In
fighting the sellout this time, the work-
ers have shown that a serious struggle
can be mounted. And the experience
gained in this fight has strengthened
the workers and taught them many les-
sons which will allow the workers to
build an even more powerful struggle
in the future.

In the second place, as the conces-
sions provisions are step by step imple-
mented the outrage of the workers will
grow. This is exactly what happened at
Chrysler before. When months passed
with no wage increases the workers in
some Chrysler plants got fed up and

organized strikes and demonstrations.
As new automation, job combinations
and speedup were put into place,
workers at other Chrysler plants be-
came so furious that they too put down
their tools and walked out. Today, in
fact, the UAW bureaucrats are so
frightened of an outburst by the Chrys-
ler workers that they are talking out of
both sides of their mouth, on the one
side posturing to the workers as if they
are planning to fight Chrysler’s new
concessions demands and, on the oth-
er side, they are promising the Chrys-
ler monopolists that they will *‘cooper-
ate’’ to cut labor costs.

What has been true at Chrysler will
be true of the other auto workers. As
life itself proves that all the supposed
‘‘job security’’ policies are just empty
lies of the monopoly capitalists and the
UAW bureaucrats, and as the workers
are more and more squeezed by the
concessions given to the auto giants,
the workers’ anger will propel them to
take up mass struggle. The GM mo-
nopolists’ arrogant plans to impose
even further concessions at some 73
GM plants can only speed up this pro-
cess.

Furthermore, with these concessions
deals the UAW hacks have gone very
far out on a limb to serve their masters
in the auto monopolies. They have
committed such despicable crimes
against the workers and have had to go
to such lengths to suppress the rank
and file, that the unreasoned faith in
them by some sections of the workers
is giving way to profound skepticism
and anger. The growing distrust in and
hatred for the UAW bureaucrats is €s-
sential if the workers are going to find
the way to building up their own fight-
ing organizations.

In short, the deepening ferment
against concessions to the auto billion-
aires and the growing outrage against
the UAW bureaucrats are favorable
conditions for developing a ‘sharper
fight against concessions. What is
needed most of all, if this struggle is
to go forward, is organization.

The militant and class conscious
workers must consolidate the gains
made in this round of the anti-conces-

sions fight. They should join with the

MLP to distribute leaflets to expose

the bitter fruits of the concessions!

deals and to fan the flames of discon-
tent among the masses of auto work-
ers Every new outrage that comes to
light must be used to denounce the
UAW hacks for their sellout of the
workers and to encourage the distrust
of the masses for them. Networks in
the plants should be built to campaign
for further struggle and to organize
the workers for job actions, demon-
strations and other forms of mass
struggle. The first round of the fight
against concessions is finished, but the
struggle is not over. The watchword of
the workers must be: Down with con-
cessions! Auto workers get organized!
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The concessions hattle at GM

At General Motors the official tally
by the UAW leadership showed that
105,090 workers, or 48% of the votes
counted, rejected giving concessions
to the GM monopoly capitalists. This
tally is an indication of the enormous
opposition of the workers, but it only

tells part of the story. Because of the

strong opposition put up by the work-
ers, it took the belly-crawling UAW
bureaucrats some four months to sad-
dle them with concessions and, even
then, the bureaucrats only succeeded
through brutal blackmail and voting
fraud. The fight at GM shows the po-
tential for organizing a more powerful
struggle against concessions in the fu-
ture.

Workers Torpedo Concession Talks
in January

From the beginning of contract ne-
gotiations with GM the workers
showed their strong opposition to con-
cessions. In fact the weight of this op-
position caused the collapse of the first
contract talks at the end of January.

The January 17 special bulletin of
The Workers' Advocate, which de-
nounced the concession talks at both
GM and Ford, was a hot item among
the workers. It was distributed widely
at the plant gates in southeast Michi-
gan and other areas of the country,
militants joined with MLP workers to
circulate the buttetins inside the fac-
tories, and everywhere the workers en-
thusiastically grabbed them up. Like-
wise, wherever straw votes and votes
on local contracts were taken — such
as at the Turnsted Fisher Body Plant
in Detroit, at the Euclid, Ohio trim
plant, and at big assembly plants like
Oldsmobile Assembly in Lansing,
Michigan — the workers overwhelm-
ingly rejected concessions. The senti-
ment among the rank-and-file workers
was such that even a section of UAW
bureaucrats declared themselves
against concessions. A number of
these bureaucrats formed Locals Op-
posed to Concessions (LOC) in an ef-
fort to divert the workers’ fight into the
narrowest reformist channel. The fact
is that even diehard local bureaucrats,
like those at the Willow Run assembly
plant outside Detroit who are well
known for their loyalty to the GM capi-
talists and their servility to the Inter-
national bureaucrats, took up selling
“'no concessions’’ T-shirts and but-
tons.

As the ‘opposition mounted, the

! MLP put out a leaflet calling for a dem-

onstration against concessions at the
UAW’s GM Council meeting which

was scheduled for January 30 in Dear-
born, Michigan. Workers throughout
the Detroit area were enthusiastic for
action; many declared on the spot that
they would join the demonstration.
Other groups, like LOC, also called for
a march in Dearborn. Doug Fraser be-
came so frightened by the mere
thought of the outraged workers com-
ing out to protest that he moved the
Council meeting to Chicago. Then, on-
ly hours later, he announced that the
GM negotiations had collapsed. The
opposition of the rank-and-file workers
forced the breaking off of concession
talks, at least temporarily.

GM and UAW Hacks Try Blackmail
Against the Workers

Facing fiasco in their concessions
schemes, the GM billionaires and the

cessions. Similarly, GM shut down
second shift operations and laid off
thousands and thousands of workers at
such centers .of opposition as Lords-
town, Willow Run, Pontiac Truck and
Coach, and others. Clearly this was a
well-orchestrated campaign to black-
mail the GM workers into submission.
At the same time, Fraser and com-
pany launched a public offensive of in-
timidation against the opposition. Un-
able to defend his concessions deals,
Fraser simply lashed out. He opened
up his barrage against the opposition
at the Skilled Trades Conference held
at Cobg Hall in Detroit on February 16.
In a statement that was widely publi-
cized on TV, radio and in the bourgeois
newspapers, Fraser raved against one
leader of LOC that: “‘I'm going to get
you.,"”’ and ‘‘tear your a-- off...because
you have no b----."" (Detroit Free
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heads of the UAW launched a counter-
offensive against the workers. While
railroading through concessions at
Ford, they began a campaign of black-
mail and intimidation against the GM
workers.

First GM announced that due to the
failure of concessions talks it was go-
ing to shut down eight plants. It is
clear that, because of the overproduc-
tion crisis in auto, GM was planning to
shut a number of these plants anyway.
But they carefully timed these closings
to make them into a threat that if the
workers opposed concessions, then
they would lose their jobs. Other
threatened closings, such as that of the
Turnsted Fisher Body Plant and the
Euclid, Ohio trim plant, are far mere
suspicious. It appears the GM may
have threatened to close these plants
mainly because these workers had
strongly voiced their opposition to con-

Press, February 17, 1982) He organ-
ized smear campaigns against various
union officials who spoke against con-
cessions and denounced all who op-
posed concessions as ‘‘flyspeckers’
who, he claimed, would cost the work-
ers their jobs. Fraser impotently
threatened supporters of the MLP, and
UAW goons were sent to intimidate
workers distributing anti-concessions
literature.

In these conditions many of the op-
position bureaucrats caved in. LOC all
but collapsed with its leaders justify-
ing their own spinelessness by claim-
ing that the workers had been ‘‘stam-
peded...into concessions.”” (Detroit
Free Press, March 10, 1982) At the
UAW'’s. GM Council meeting. held.{in
Dearborn on March 11, less than 5%

anrn
Continued on page 4
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Liquidators on LOC

Riding the Tail

of the UAW Bureaucrat Opposition

One of the basic features of the
liquidationism of the revisionists and
trotskyites is their fawning on the
labor bureaucrats and their attempts
to merge with the union bureaucracy.
Even though the auto workers have
been fighting for over two years a-
gainst the vicious concessions drive of
the auto monopolists, and even though
this has been a pivotal struggle in
the fight against the takeback offen-
sive of the entire capitalist class, the
liquidators showed no interest jn it.
When Doug Fraser, the top-dog sell-
out of the UAW, shoved concessions
down the throats of the Chrysler work-
ers not once, but three times, the
liquidators hardly uttered a squeak.
They did not want to embarrass Fraser
nor did they want to harm theiy own
chances of finding favor among the
union bureaucrats. Some fell silent.
Some preached the gospel that the
workers must be ‘‘realistic’’ in the
difficult conditions. Other liquidator
groups even found excuses to praise
Fraser, portraying him as a *‘progres-
sive,”’ and ‘‘uniter’’ of labor, and an
*‘opponent’’ of Reaganism.

Recently, however, the liquidators
have suddenly discovered the fight a-
gainst concessions in auto. Why?
Because a section of UAW bureau-
crats, under the pressure of the oppo-
sition of the rank-and-file workers, de-
clared themselves against conces-
sions. Moreover some of them formed
Locals Opposed to Concessions (LOC),
a reformist, bureaucrat opposition de-
signed as an alternative to the inde-

pendent organization of the rank-and-
file workers. The liguidators, who to
this day have still carried out virtually
no activity to fight the concessions
drive, have become quite active in
praising LOC. They have launched a
concerted effort to focus the work-
ers’ attention not on the hard struggle
against concessions, and not on build-
ing up genuine organization of the
masses of workers that is capable of
waging the fight against concessions,
but on LOC and the labor bureaucracy.
The liquidators have discovered the
fight against concessions only because
they see another chance to curry
favor with a section of the union
bureaucrats.

Liquidators Praise LOC to the Skies

To hear the liquidators talk one
would think that LOC is the greatest
thing to have ever hit the workers’
movement.

The ultra-opportunist Guardian
newspaper praises LOC as the *‘group
that has led the ‘no-givebacks’
forces.'’ (Guardian, March 24, 1982)
That social-democratic sect known as
the ‘‘Communist Party USA/ML’’
exclaims in ecstacy that ‘‘LOC has be-
come a genuine, and the only or-
ganized, opposition to the Fraser
sellout.”’ (Unite!, March, 1982) The
granddaddy of the liquidators, the
pro-Soviet revisionist ‘‘C'’PUSA,
even defines LOC as being ‘‘the move-
ment'’ against concessions and goes
on to make the ultra-extravagant claim

that this ‘‘movement against con-
cessions represents the first signifi-
cant rank-and-file movement in the
auto workers’ union in over twenty
years.”' (Daily World, April 15, 1982)
Not to be outdone, the Maoist revi-
sionist ‘‘Communist Workers Party’’
hails LOC as the potential spokesman
for the entire working class saying,
“It is from the ranks of the anti-
concession forces and the LOC that
new leadership in UAW can emerge.
That is why it needs to be strength-
ened and expanded. The local leader-
ship who consistently stand against
Fraser’s sellout can speak for many
more than their own: membership.
They can speak for the whole working
class in rallying against the national
trend of takebacks, concessions and
union busting.”’ (Workers Viewpoint,
February 11-17, 1982, emphasis add-
ed)

These are some of the outrageous
praises from the liquidators. But what
is LOC and what has its role actually
been in the fight against concessions?

A Vacillating Bureaucrats’ Opposition

The auto workers have become in-
creasingly outraged against the con-
cessions drive, and especially in the
last year they have begun to go into
action to fight the auto billionaires.
Under this pressure from the rank-
and-file workers a section of the UAW
officialdom has proclaimed itself a-
gainst concessions. This situation was
reflected at the GM Council meeting

The Bitter Fruit of Concessions at GM

The eoncessions contract at 'GM is
full of pious promises for job security,
but the reality of what this contract
actually means became clear within a
few hours of its signing.

The same day that Fraser formally
put his name to the ratified contract,
GM announced that, due to the con-
tract’s elimination of the workers’
paid personal holidays (PPH), it had
laid off 200 workers in its Detroit Cadil-
lac division, that it was laying off some
750 workers at the Oldsmobile and
Fisher Body Plants in Lansing, and
that more layoffs were planned. These
are simply the first of the expected
10,000 jobs that will be eliminated by
the UAW bureaucrats’ signing away
the PPH days that the workers had
previously won in past contracts.

To make matters worse, on May 11
GM announced that it will completely
shut down the Fisher Body Coit Road
Plant in Cleveland. Despite the UAW
bosses’ empty promises that the ‘‘spir-
it of the new (contract) agreement’’
would save this plant, GM has elimi-
nated another 2,000 jobs without blink-
ing an eye.

These job losses, combined with
three other plant closings which were
agreed to in the contract, mean that
the immediate results of giving con-
cessions to the GM billionaires is the
permanent elimination of tens of thou-
sands of auto-worker jobs. This is the
dirty reality that Fraser has been try-
ing to hide with his lying promises
that ‘‘The new contract should stop the
hemorrhaging of our jobs and bring

many thousands of our laid off mem-
bers back to work.'' (Detroit News,
April 9, 1982)

Capitalists Get Fat

But if the billions of dollars of con-
cessions to GM are not paying for job
security, then where are they going?
Events since the contract signing have
also shed some light on this matter.

Only hours after the April 16 signing
of the concessions contract, GM re-
vealed a secret it had been hiding
throughout the contract negotiations.
It announced that the chairman of GM,
Roger Smith, had received a raise of
$200,000 in 1981 bringing his salary to
8475,000 a year. GM president,
F. James McDonald, also received a
raise in 1981 of over $136,000 bringing
his base salary to $411,250. Shortly
after this, GM also announced plans to
give hundreds of thousands of dollars
in bonuses to a whole slew of its execu-
tives. Because of the outcry of GM
workers, this plan was dropped;
nevertheless Smith and McDonald will
continue to receive their astronomical
salaries, and raises for other execu-
tives are being prepared. Thus, while
the workers’ paltry pay is frozen and
losing ground to climbing inflation, the
GM executives are getting fat.

But more. On May 4, GM paid its
capitalist stockholders another quar-
terly dividend of 60¢ per share. This is
the same rate as in 1981, when divi-
dends combined with interest pay-
ments to the banks amounted to some

$1.7 billion. At the same time the GM
executives made it clear that they are
continuing their five-year and $40 bil-
lion capital spending program. Under
this program, $9.7 billion was spent in
1981 for job-eliminating robots, auto-
mation, retooling and other moderni-
zation.

In short, the $3 billion of conces-
sions that were skinned from the
workers are now being divvied up
among the capitalist moneybags. The
executives, the shareholders, and the
gluttonous banks each get their share,
and the rest goes to pay for more plant
“*‘modernization’’ and therefore more
job elimination.

Only Struggle Can Save Jobs

Fraser’s prescription that the work-
ers should not fight but instead give
concessions to win job security is a
despicable fraud. It is just an echo of
the program of the Reagan govern-
ment and its notorious ‘‘trickle down™
theory; an expression of the grizzly
capitalist theme song that **What's
good for GM is good for the workers.”’

But facts are stubborn things. And
facts show that while concessions are
good for the overbloated moneygrub-
bers of GM, they mean impoverish-
ment and job elimination for the work-
ers. Not giving in to the monopoly
capitalists but militant class struggle
against them, this is the only way to
defend the jobs and livelihood of the
workers. O

held on January 8 in Chicago where
20% of the UAW officials present
voted against reopening the GM con-
tract.

Then on January 15, a meeting on
concessions called by the UAW
**30-and-Out Committee’’ was held in
Flint, Michigan. At this meeting the
debate centered on a squabble among
UAW bureaucrats over how much con-
cessions to give away. Only after sup-
porters of the MLP and a few others
sharply denounced giving away any
concessions to the auto monopolies
did the discussion turn to opposition.
But then the meeting was quickly
ended and a section of UAW officials
— not the low-level officials like com-
mitteemen or shop stewards, but local
union presidents, plant chairmen and

other middle-level bureaucrats who
aspire to the top posts of the UAW —
formed the “*Committee of Local Lead-
ers Against Concessions.’’ This vacil-
lating and rather impotent committee
of UAW bureaucrats later became
known as LOC.

This group, by and large, made no
attempt to organize the rank-and-file
workers. Indeed they seldom even
approached the ordinary workers.
LOC did not form committees of work-
ers against concessions at the plants.
Nor did LOC prepare the workers for
mass struggle. In fact, at the two
demonstrations that LOC bothered to
hold it did not even mobilize the rank-
and-file auto workers to attend. LOC
did produce two leaflets, one against
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