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U.S. Imperialism, Get Out of El Salvador!

Victory to
the Salvadorian People!

The people’s guerrillas organize a rally in Berlin.

Workers and all progressive people!
Be on your guard! Reagan is taking
new steps to escalate the Pentagon’s
war in El Salvador. He is pushing
through another $61 million for bullets
and warplanes for the ‘‘death squad”’
dictators. But that is not all. He is
also dispatching more U.S. military
‘‘advisers’’ and expanding their role.
These are not some ‘‘trainers,”” as
Reagan pretends, but Green Beret
combat troops who are directing this
murderous war against the Salvador-
ian people.

We must not forget the lessons of
the criminal U.S. war in Viet Nam.
Reagan must not be allowed a free
hand in this mrew criminal adventure
in El Salvador.

Our demand is for U.S. imperial-
ism to get out of El Salvador lock,
stock and barrel. The peoples of
Central America must decide their
own fate.

Our solidarity is with the liberation
struggle of the courageous working
people of El Salvador.

The Liberation Struggle
Is Marching Forward

Reagan is crying for more bullets
and troops because his friends, the
murderous Salvadorian generals, are
taking a beating. The liberation
struggle of the workers and peasants
is marching forward on all fronts. The
people’s guerrillas are hitting the
U.S.-backed puppet army from every
side. Since the beginning of the year,
the liberation forces have kept up a
powerful offensive.

The generals and their U.S. ‘‘ad-
visers’' have now been forced to admit
that large portions of Usulatan,
Morazan and Chalatenango Provinces,
from the East to the Northwest of
the country, are firmly in the hands of
the insurgents. In these liberated
zones the revolution has brought land
reform and the beginnings of educa-
tion; the downtrodden are getting a
taste of freedom from tyranny and
darkness.

In defending their bases in Morazan

the people’s forces recently smashed
up a drive of 6,000 troops hurled
against them. Now the guerrillas
are also striking hard at the ‘‘secure”’
points of the regime. They are showing
their growing ability to surround and
overwhelm big government garrisons.

1 They temporarily liberated Berlin,

the second largest city in Usulatan,
and surrounded the strategic town of
Suchitopo, 25 miles outside of San
Salvador.

Even in San Salvador itself the
guerrillas have struck military forts
and other military targets. What's
more, there are reports that, despite
savage repression, workers’ strikes
are again building up in the capital

city.

The ‘‘Death Squad’’ Regime
Is Crumbling

Meanwhile the U.S. puppet army is

growing more paralyzed and de-

moralized. Unable to mount a counter-
offensive, it is resorting to what i
does best: it is stepping up wholesal
massacres against the civilian popula
tion. After it lost Berlin, from th
safety of U.S. fighter bombers, th
military took revenge by savagel
bombing the townspeople.

The army is starting to crack at th
base with soldiers deserting by t
hundreds. And it is cracking at th; to
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On the centenary of his death

 Karl Marx was the founder of
ntific socialism, the first great
leacher and leader of the international
wo king class movement. One hun-
dred years ago this month, on March
1883, Marx died in London.

, his teachings, the doctrine of
‘Marxism, live on. As long as there are
till workers languishing in the capital-

|' t sweat shops, suffering unemploy-
{ ent, and starving in the soup lines,
r
r

hen the desire for Marxist socialism,
a society where there is no longer
ithe exploitation of man by man, will
ifind its way to the workers’ hearts.
long as the masses must still take
1o the streets in struggle, fighting the
miseries of the capitalist system,
ghting against reaction, imperialist
gression and war, then the ideas of
larxism will flourish to give the
asses  revolutionary  guidance.
long as workers still strive to stand
for their own class interest, to organize
in their own vanguard party, then
ey will take Marxism as their theo-
etical foundation and inscribe on
their banner the revolutionary watch-
ords of Marx: ‘‘the emancipation of
the working class must be achieved by
e working class itself”’ and ‘‘workers
ofall countries, unite!"’
hy is it that Marxism has had such
a profound effect on the world and has
continued down to today as the ever
ftesh and sure guide for the cause of
he working class. It is because Marx,
d his close comrade-in-arms Fred-
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A movie to undermine
the struggle against oppression

The film Gandhi was released this
winter with great fanfare. Made at a
cost of $22 million and in the style of a
grand epic involving the proverbial
‘‘cast of thousands,” the movie seeks
to make a big impact on its audiences.
It purports to bring to millions through-
out the world the story of Mohandas
K. Gandhi, and, through that, the
story of the Indian people’s struggle
against British colonial rule.

But the movie aims to do more than
that. It actively seeks to preach the
Gandhian message. Both the film’s
makers and its boosters claim that it
has an important lesson to teach,
especially to those who want to ﬁght
against injustice and tyranny. It is
partlcularly aimed at activists, sich as
in the anti-war and anti-racist move-
ments. ‘

The film’s creator, Richard Atten-
borough, pointed out on television
recently that he considers the movie to
be of special value for the growing
movement against war prepafatlons
in Europe, North America, etc. A
number of people who claim to be pro-
gressive, but who are in fact profes-
sional misleaders of the workers’ and
popular movements, have endorsed
such views. Coretta Scott King a-
warded Ben Kingsley, the actor who
plays Gandhi in the movie, the Martin
Luther King Award this year. And
The Daily World, newspaper of the

revisionist Communist Party of the -

USA, found merit in the idea that
Gandhi ‘‘can teach someone how to
organize a movement.’’

We cannot agree with such views.
The truth is that Gandhi, the movie as
well as the man and his message,
does not help to advance the struggles
of the oppressed and exploited masses.
Rather, its message is aimed at under-

mining the people’s struggles and
rendering them harmless to the op-
pressors. In order to spread this mes-
sage, the movie carries out monstrous
distortions of history.

The Indian people’s struggle for
freedom from British colonialism was
one of the major struggles of this
century. It saw the masses in their
millions across this vast subcontinent
uniting across so many national and

. religious lines in a gigantic common

struggle for liberation. It saw the
masses utilizing many forms of strug-
gle, including strikes, demonstrations,
peasants’ revolts, armed actions, and
so forth. But one will not get any idea
of the richness of this struggle of the
ordinary masses from the movie
Gandhi. You only gét promotion of the
national-reformist opposition of the
Indian bourgeoisie and dark hints
against the mass revolutionary strug-
gle.

Thus, both for its message and the
treatment of history it is based on,
the movie Gandhi does a great dis-
service to the Indian people’s struggle
and serves only the oppressors. Let us
proceed to compare a few key features
of the film with what actually hap-
pened in India.

The Portrayal of British
Colonialism in Gandhi

The movie tries to create the impres-
sion that it stands against oppression.
Thus the movie depicts a number of
features of the brutality of British
colonial rule in India. It shows the
savage massacre ordered by General
Dyer of unarmed men, women and
children in Amritsar, Punjab in 1919.
It even hints at some of the economic

Continued on page 11
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Commemorate
| the Life and Work of Karl Marx,
the Founder of Communism

March 10, 1983

§

Karl Marx (1818-1883)

erick Engels, took the socialist dreams
of the workers and for the first time
put them on a strictly scientific foot-
ing. Marx’s teachings arose as the

direct continuation of the most ad-
vanced thinking that had been created
by humanity in the nineteenth century

Continued on back page

Workers and unemglpyed, unite against the capitalist offensive!
3

'Reagan talks ‘recovery’

Mhile millions look for work

The economic depression is con-
demning the working people to ruin.

the homeless and the destitute is being
swelled by hundreds of thousands of
new victims of the capitalist economic
crisis. ‘

But in the face of this catastrophe
the clown Ronald Reagan assures us
that there is no cause to be overly con-
cerned. Why, just last month Reagan
and his White House team have offi-
cially proclaimed that ‘‘recovery is

underway.’’ As proof, a host of bought-

and-paid-for ‘‘economic experts’’ are
being marched before the TV cameras
to certify the health of the economy
and the end of the crisis.

This ‘‘recovery’’ propaganda is a
cynical lie ten times over. It is a slap
in the face to the tens of millions of
unemployed and half-employed work-
ers. It is a brutal insult to the growing
millions forced to choose between
heating their homes (or having any
home at all) and feeding their families.

This is a ‘‘recovery’”’ measured
entirely by the well-being of Wall
Street stock portfolios. It is not meas-
ured against the very real and growing
suffering of the working population.
Nor is it measured against last year’s
8.2% plunge in industrial output, or
the ongoing post-war record rates of
bankruptcies, or nose dive in capi-
tal spending, or against all the other
facts which confirm that the economy
remains on the skids of a deep depres-
sion. The only “‘recovery’’ has been in
the gross national output of capital-
ist lies and empty promises.

The Downward Spiral of the
Monopoly Capitalist Economy and the
Swelling Ranks of Unemployed

The Reaganite propaganda of
“‘recovery’’ is shown up as especially
absurd when looked at in light of the
downward spiral of the monopoly
capitalist economy over the last decade
and more. Since the beginning of
the 70’s, and particularly since the
industrial nose dive of. 1974-75, the
economy has been gripped by deep
stagnation and wracked by back-to-

. back recessions. In between there

: have been temporary respites, what
With every passing month the multi-
million strong army of the jobless,ﬁc'

the bourgeois economists have de-
scribed as ‘‘sluggish recoveries,”

~ each of which have been cut short by a

renewed round of economic collapse.
Now the crisis is deeper and the eco-
nomic stagnation is more all-encom-

. passing than at any time since the de-

pression of the 30’s.

The deepening crisis has brought
with it 'a growing calamity for the
workers. Between 1972 and 1981 real
wages have been cut by a whopping
17% (‘‘Spendable average earnings of
private non-agricultural workers,”’
 Bureau of Labor Statistics). Even more
triking has been the geometric ex-
ansion of the army of unemployed.
hat stands out is that, even during
he times of temporary respite, pro-
uction picks up a bit but unemploy-
ment doesn’t recede to its previous
evel and remains sky-high. For ex-

ample, at the height of the so-called
““recovery’’ of 1978-79 official jobless-
ness remained at double the 3.5%
level of a decade earlier, while today,
when the crisis has renewed its down-
ward plunge, official joblessness has
grown to fully three times the 1969
level. This means that each phase of
the deepening crisis is hurling a new
layer on top of the industrial scrap
heap of surplus workers.

It is a telling omen that even the
Reagan prattlers of ‘‘recovery’’ are
making dire predictions of high un-
employment for years to come. Rea-
gan speaks of the problem of finding
jobs for 13 million ‘‘structurally’
unemployed over the next five years.
Meanwhile the director of his Office of
Budget and Management, David
Stockman, is talking about 6% un-
employment as a ‘‘reasonable and
realistic target’’ for Reagan’s ‘‘re-
covery’" package. (Washington Post,

February 11, 1983) No wonder that this
same Office of Budget and Manage-
ment is projecting that there will
still be some nine million officially
jobless by the end of Reagan’s second
term.

For sure these White House fore-
casts, like all their other claims, are a
big whitewash. Nevertheless these
confessions show that for the working
masses there will be no recovery and,
in particular, that there is no relief
in sight frgn the growing catastrophe
of unemployment. These confessions
are a telling indictment of the monop-
oly capitalist system, a crisis-ridden
system which more and more can not
even provide the barest necessities of
life for its wage slaves.

But Reagan doesn't let this muddy
his fairy tale picture of capitalist
““prosperity.”’ Oh no, this is simply a
long-term problem of ‘‘structural

Continued on page 2
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@ The path forward for the Palestinian movement — part two
® PLO meeting in Algiers

o Fair-weather friends desert the Palestinian struggle

Champion workers fight concessions

Strikenews inbrief ...............

g IN THIS ISSUE }
Jobs bill: Insult tounemployed .................... Cuts in military budgetareafraud ................. 5
N.Y. state: Democratic Reaganite Budget........... 2
Concessions imposed on steel workers . ............. 4 Movie YOL exposes fascist regime in Turkey ........ 9

Denver: Athalon workersstruggle ................. 4 SEUgEle v R G e D NS s s e A 10
Brooklyn College: Students fight cutbacks .......... 4 ReaganisminJdamaica .............c.ciiiiiiinann 10
Brazilian communists denounce non-aligned

Boston: Oppose segregation of schools ............. 3 ROV BT NG i 2 Bl S e i m B ats e o 4 e s 10

Harlem: Protest againstracistmurders ............. 3

Anti-Klan Protests jin s S0 Lt i L e e 3 Onunited front tactics — Part 1

AMRIKIANSONG i o a5 b o s e S inee i e alaele e 3 “To the masses!’ — Call of the 3rd Congress of

Detroit: Protest against draft registration ........... 5 the GemINntara: .l S abe s itk e o sl 5o o 12
kBoston: 2,000denounceReagan ................... 5 V.l.LeninonMarxandEngels .................... 13 i

France: Auto workers strike against Mitterrand . ... .. 10
4 Dominican Republic: Telephone workers




PAGE 2

THE WORKERS’ ADVOCATE MARCH 10, 1983

The Bipartisan ‘Jobs Bill’ Is an Insult to the Unemployed

The hungry army of 15 million job-
less is a source of profits for the capi-
talist ruling class. At the same time for
Ronald Reagan, Tip O’Neill and the
other capitalist chieftains it is also a
source of political embarrassment. It is
exposing to the masses that their sys-
tem of ‘‘freedom’’ only means ‘‘free-
dom”’ for the billionaires to merciless-
ly rob the working people, and ‘‘free-
dom’’ for the workers to starve. And it
is threatening powerful outbursts of
the workers against this robbery.

To provide a measure of relief for
this political trauma the Republicans
and Democrats in Washington have
cooked up a bipartisan sop to show
their ‘‘humanitarian concern’’ for the
plight of the jobless. They even have
the nerve to call this miserable farce a
‘‘jobs’’ bill.

But examination of this bill reveals
not a trace of ‘‘humanity.’”’ On the con-
trary, it only reveals more evidence
that both the Republicans and the
Democrats alike are fully committed to
the Reaganite offensive of unemploy-
ment and hunger against the working
masses.

A Reaganite Farce of a ‘“Jobs’’ Bill

On March 3, the Democrat-con-
trolled House voted 324 to 95 for a
‘‘job and humanitarian relief’’ pack-
age to be added to the 1983 budget.
This legislation has wide bipartisan
support and it is essentially identical to
the ‘‘jobs’’ bill proposed by Reagan
last month. The main difference is that
the House version has a few more
dollars for health care, day care, and
other ‘‘humanitarian aid.”’ But in both

versions their ‘‘humanitarian aid”’
portion amounts to only three to seven
hundred million dollars, hardly

enough to pay for the tail section of a-

single Trident submarine. In both ver-
sions most of the $4-5 billion goes to
the ‘‘jobs’’ portion of the proposal. But
the number of ‘‘jobs” involved is
miniscule at best. These jobs will come
from accelerating already scheduled
spending for federal construction and
repair projects and federal aid to the
localities for similar programs. The bill
has a number of notable features:

(1) It amounts to hardly a drop in the
ocean of unemployed. Its sponsors say
it will create between 300-600,000
jobs. But by the government’s own
figures that cuts unemployment by
something less than one-quarter or
one-half of a percentage point! Even
this projection is a gross exaggeration.
For example, many of these projects
will be finished and the workers will be
back on the street long before other
projects even get off the drafting
tables. And even then there will be far
fewer jobs involved than advertised.

(2) This bill is a big boondoggle for
the millionaires. It’s a pork barrel
supreme. Construction, engineering
and equipment firms will be among
the biggest beneficiaries of the con-
struction projects. Two hundred mil-
lion dollars is also allocated directly for
Small Business Administration loans
to firms for plants and machinery.
Only an insignificant part will ever find
its way into the hands of any jobless
worker.

(3) A large part of this ‘‘humanitar-
ian’’ package really belongs in a biil
for relief for the Pentagon generals.

Among other ‘‘defense’’ related pro-
jects, $243 million is being allocated
for military housing. Moreover $545
million for water projects and flood
prevention is going directly to the Pen-
tagon’s Army Corps of Engineers.
Another big part will be spent on
building up and repairing prisons,
which, besides militarism, is the other
major preoccupation of the capitalists.

In sum, this bill will provide at most
a handful of construction workers with
temporary employment. Meanwhile,
the tens of millions of jobless and
poverty-stricken are to be left to
starve.

Mr. O’Neill, the Unemployed
Cannot Eat ‘‘Symbols of Concern’’

The Democratic Party chieftains, the
self-styled champions of the poor and
jobless, have given their full backing
to this Reaganite ‘‘jobs’’ bill. As
House Speaker Tip O’Neill puts it:
““This is not the best bill we Democrats
could write but it may be the best bill
we can enact into law.”’ (The New York
Times, February 15, 1983)

It should be noted, despite O’Neill’s
attempt of disclaimer, that this bill was
first authored by the Democrats. It is
modelled after the ‘‘jobs’’ bills which
the Democrats wrote in December and
which Reagan threatened to veto at the
time. This is why a ‘‘very enthusias-
tic’’ House Majority Leader, Democrat
James Wright, expressed being
‘‘agreeably surprised at the distance
the Administration has come to em-
brace and accept the major compe-
nents of our jobs initiative last Decem-
ber.”’ (Washington Post, February 11,

1983) The truth is, in their essentials,
there isn’t a shred of difference be-
tween this miserable Reaganite sop
and the much ballyhooed ‘‘jobs’’ ini-
~tiatives of the Democratic Party chief-
tains.

The Democratic fakers try to cover
themselves with the excuse that this is
the best that can be expected in the
present circumstances. After all, as
Tip O’Neill explains, to make demands
that are not acceptable to Reagan and
co. would only be ‘‘an obstacle to the
Democrats in the House working with
Republicans in the White House and
Senate in the best interests of the
nation.”’ (The New York Times, Feb-
ruary 15, 1983) In other words, this
swindle of a *‘jobs”’ bill is the best that
can be expected out of the Democratic
Party strategy of working with the
Reaganites, of adopting and embrac-
ing Reaganomics as the bipartisan
program of monopoly capital.

In arguing in support of this bill, Tip
O’Neill let the cat out of the bag as to
its real significance. The New York
Times reports him explaining that
‘‘one of the best ways to boost confi-
dence’’ in the economy ‘‘is to demon-
strate, if only symbolically, Washing-

ton’s concern for the unemployment -

problem.’’ (February 22, 1983)

What a self-confession! The capital-
ists want to ‘‘boost confidence’’ in
their crisis-ridden system. So the
Democratic and Republican bosses’
have gotten together to pull off a
public relations stunt to demonstrate
Washington’s symbolic concern for the
unemployed. Of course, to a capitalist
statesman like Mr. O’Neill it matters
little that the unemployed cannot eat

or pay their bills with such ‘‘symbols.”’

A New Round of the
Reaganite Offensive Against
the Poor and Unemployed

This bipartisan “‘jobs’’ swindle is a
step towards 4 new round of the
Reaganite onslaught on the poor and
jobless. Despite the enormous needs
caused by the economic depression,
Reagan, has already cut tens of
billions of dollars in relief for the poor
and unemployed. In January, Reagan
proposed tens of billions of new cuts in
food stamps, health care, welfare, etc.

The response of the Democratic
Party leadership to Reagan’s new
round of cuts was unanimous: if
Reagan refused to cooperate with
them on their ‘“‘jobs’’ bill, then the
Democrat-controlled House would not
cooperate so eagerly with him on the
budget cuts, as it had for the two years
previous.

So now when Reagan has come
through on their “‘jobs” swindle, the
Democrats have started wagging their
tails like a dog with a bone. They are
gushing with praise for the new
‘‘humanitarian’’ in the White House
who ‘‘has come to embrace’ the
Democrat’s own program.

In short, beware! This *‘jobs’’ bill is
not only a symbolic fraud, it is also
helping to pave the ground for another
year of bipartisanship in the brutal
Reaganite offensive of unemployment
and hunger.

Build the Independent Movement
of the Working Class!

No matter how loud they may shout

about ‘‘jobs,”” no matter how many
‘“‘job initiatives’’ they may initiate,
each and every one of the smooth-
talking fakers of the Democratic and
Republican Parties remains linked
with a thousand ties to the big corpora-
tions, banks and other capitalists. That
is why not one of these gentlemen has
the slightest interest in taking
measures against unemployment. To
do so would mean cutting into capital-
ist profit, and every capitalist politi-
cian knows on which side his bread is
buttered.

In the face of the Reaganite offen-
sive thg workers must take matters
into their own hands. The working
class must forge its own independent
movement. This means, rather than
beg for a few crumbs of ‘‘humanity’’

from the Reaganites, going all out to

build up the strikes, demonstrations
and alf the militant actions of the
masses against the Reaganite offen-
sive. This means, rather than bend the
knee before the profit demands of the
corporations, raising in struggle the
combined force of the employed and
unemployed. Fight against the conces-
sions drive. Fight for jobs or a liveli-
hood for the unemployed. Rather than
rely on the lying demagogues of the
capitalist parties, organize the class
struggle along the line of unbending
hostility to the exploiters and their
political front men.

Down with the Reaganite offensive!

Build the independent movement of
the working class! d

Continued from front page

unemployment,’’ Reagan explains, as
if the word ‘‘structural’’ made the con-
demnation of a generation of tens of
millions of workers to forced idleness
and hunger into something quite nor-
mal within the otherwise ‘‘recovered’’
body of the capitalist economy. This
is like a quack doctor claiming to have
brought ‘‘recovery’” to a man with
terminal cancer by arguing that he is
really as fit as a fiddle apart from the
*‘structural’’ tumors that are ravaging
his vital organs.

Unemploymeat Is a *‘Structural’’ Part
of Capitalist Profit Making

Of course, from Reagan’s stand-
point, that is from the standpoint of
the capitalists, double-digit unemploy-
ment is not only acceptable, it is down-
right profitable.

In his famous scientific work Capital
Karl Marx showed in precise detail
how the growth of the mass of un-
employed, what he called the *‘indus-
trial reserve army,”’ is ‘‘a condition of
existence of the capitalist mode of
production,”” and how this ever-
expanding industrial reserve army is
the essential lever in the hands of
capital for squeezing profits out of
the workers. (see Vol. 1, Chapter XXV,
Section 3 — ‘‘Progressive Production
of a Relative Surplus Population or
Industrial Reserve Army’’) Marx laid
bare these laws of capitalism over a
century ago, and today the industrial
reserve army has swelled to a mon-
strous size and is as much as ever a
“‘structural’’ part of capitalist profit
making.

During times of economic crisis such
as these the employers cut back pro-
duction and throw millions of workers
into the streets in order to safeguard
corporate profit margins. But this is
only one part of a vicious cycle. The
huge expansion in the mass of jobless
beconmies itself a source of profits and
a source of increased exploitation of
the workers, which in turn becomes a
source of more layoffs and an’ever-
bigger industrial reserve army.

This is tabulated directly into the
capitalist’s money-making calcula-
tions. As layoffs grow the danger of
loss of a livelihood presses harder on
the workers still on the job, The
capitalist puts this loaded weapon to
the heads of the workers as he pro-

burgh demanding jobs.

ceeds to squeeze every possible drop
of profit out of them through wage
cuts, speedup, and automation. This
then paves the way for the capital-
ist to trim his work force even further
and to rake in more profits at the ex-
pense of the growing millions of un-
employed.

This is how Marx summed up this
relationship between stepped up
exploitation of the workers and the
growth of unemployment:

*“...The overwork of the employed
part of the working-class swells the
ranks of the reserve, while con-
versely the greater pressure that
the latter by its competition exerts
on the former, forces these to sub-
mit to over-work and to subjugation
under the dictates of capital. The
condemnation of one part of the
working-class to enforced idleness
by the over-work of the other part,
and the converse, becomes a means
of enriching the individual capital-
ists, and accelerates at the same
time the production of the industrial
reserve army.... "' (Ibid.)

15 Million Jobless —
The Pivot of the
Employers’ Concessions Drive

Today this vicious cycle is operating
in full force. The capitalists are doing

More than 200 steel workers picket the headquarters of U.S. Steel In Pitts-

everything in their power to drive the
workers harder and longer and at less
pay. They want to perfect the most
thorough and cruel exploitation of the
reduced work forces still on the job.
This is what the employers’ con

cessions drive is all about.

Frem coast to coast and in eve
industry the capitalists are striving t
saddle the workers with wage an
benefit cuts and with work ru
changes to enforce more overwo
and speedup and less time off to r
cuperate. They are robbing the work-
ers to finance automation and oth
measures to cut back work forces ev%
further and to exploit the workers
the bone.

In typical Madison Avenue style the
bourgeois apologists try to dress up
this man-eating process with fancy and
appealing names like ‘‘reindustrial-
ization’ or ‘‘revitalization.”” Call it
what you like, but for the workers it
only means overwork and misery.
Moreover it means millions of new
recruits for the ranks of the unem-
ployed, for the ranks of the destitute
jobless army upon which the interests
of the capitalist class so heavily de-
pend.

In their onslaught against the work-
ers the modern capitalist slave drivers
do not resort to the same whips and
clubs used by the slave drivers of old.
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They have no need to because the re-
serve army of labor provides an even
- more powerful and an even more
- effective weapon against the wage
 slaves. Every worker feels on his back
' that there are literally hundreds of
 jobless and desperate workers avail-
able to take his place, and he knows
‘that resistance to the arrogant de-
‘mands of the capitalists may be
punished by the loss of work, which
spells sure ruin. Hunger and despair
translate into the whips and clubs in

! the hands of our modern day slave

drivers. In a sense, the very fate of
the concessions drive of the monop-
olies is hinged on the dead weight of
15 million jobless holding down the
workers before the dictates of capital.

The Class Struggle Is the Workers’
Only Weapon of Self-Defense

But that is only one side of the
equation. On the other side, jobless-
ness and exploitation calls forth the
resistance of the working class.

The capitalists and the labor union
bosses in their pay are lecturing the
workers that they have no choice but
to cave in before the demands of the
employers. Now is no time for strikes
and militant action, they tell the work-
ers, unemployment is too high, you
can’t win, so you must make sacri-
fices. But all this propaganda flies in
the face of the history of the working
class struggle. As any worker who
lived through the depression of the
30’s knows full well: Hard times are
fighting times.

The crisis has hit the workers a
hard blow and has thrown up obstacles
to the struggle. But the workers are
being pushed to the wall. For ever
growing numbers the line is being
drawn: Either fight or be broken.
The class struggle is the workers’ only
weapon of self-defense.

The capitalists’ concessions drive
has thrown down a big challenge to
the working class. The bitter expe-
rience of the auto and other workers
shows that giving way to concessions
only whets the corporate appetite for
more takeaways, for more overwork
and for more layoffs and shutdowns.
It also shows that the concessions
steamroller of the employers in league
with the AFL-CIO sellouts cannot be
blocked without struggle. The only
way to defeat the wage cuts, produc-
tivity drives and layoffs is through
mass struggle, through the strikes,
protests and other actions of the rank
and file.

Fighting for the demands of the
unemployed is also a challenge of
gigantic significance for the working
class struggle. For the capitalist the
army of jobless is a source of profit
and a lever for cutting wages. For the
liberal-labor politician or trade union
bureaucrat the jobless army is at most
an object of some meager charity and
hypocritical pity. But for the working
class the revolt building up among the
unemployed and downtrodden repre-
sents a powerful source of strength.
The class interests of the workers is
intimately bound up with their 15 mil-

lion comrades who have been tossed
into the street. The powerful arm of
the working class must be extended to
the struggle of the unemployed for
jobs or a livelihood.

The capitalist offensive can be and
must be met by the combined re-
sistance of the employed and unem-
ployed workers. In this battle the
workers confront the effects of the
crisis and not its cause. At the same
time, in the heat of struggle the work-
ers become schooled in the laws of
class warfare. Invaluable lessons are

an talks recovery while millions look for work

gained about the nature of the enemy.
Class consciousness and organization
are strengthened. And the independ-
ent movement of the working class is
built up into a powerful force.
Resistance to the capitalist offensive
is absolutely essential to muster the
working class army of the socialist
revolution. Only such a revolution can
push the crisis-ridden capitalist sys-
tem into its grave and once and for
all put the scourge of exploitation and
unemployment six feet under. |

The Democrats Give New York State
a Reaganite Budget

* (The following article is taken from a

leaflet issued by the Buffalo Branch of
the Marxist-Leninist Party, USA, on
February 14, 1983.)

On January 31, Governor Cuomo an-
nounced his state budget proposal.
Stepping to the tune of Reaganite reac-
tion, Cuomo has announced a program
to make the working people of New

York and especially the public sector -

workers pay for New York’s fiscal cri-
sis. Cuomo has proposed a budget that
attempts to close the $1.8 billion budg-
et deficit through layoffs of thousands
of state workers and tax hikes on daily
necessities that will hit hard at all the
working people of New York. But the
rich have been spared; for as Cuomo
puts it, he wants his budget to ‘‘send
the right signals to business.”

In short, Cuomo is trying to balance
the budget on the backs of the work-
ers. His *‘solution’’ is pure and simple
Reaganomics: cuts in social services,
layoffs and higher taxes for the work-
ers in order that the rich continue to
live in the greatest ease of comfort.
But it is precisely the rich — the capi-
talists — and their system which have
caused the economic crisis which has
in turn produced New York’s $1.8 bil-
lion budget deficit. And it is the rich
who should be made to pay in order to
balance the budget. Tax the rich — not
the workers. That is the demand which
the workers should fight for against
Cuomo’s Reaganomics.

Balancing the Budget
on the Backs of the Workers

Cuomo'’s budget calls for the perma-
nent layoff of 8,400 state workers and
the elimination of an additional 5,700
positions through attrition and early
retirement. The remaining public sec-
tor workers will be forced to shoulder
increased workloads. As well, over
$900 million will be robbed from the
working people of New York through
tax hikes on gasoline, telephone calis,
motor vehicle fees, cigarettes, alcohol,
entertainment and other items and
services. For the masses who are al-
ready forced to choose between heat-
ing their homes and feeding their
families, these tax hikes are another
painful blow.

In addition to these attacks on the

livelihood of the workers, the 1,897
proposed layoffs in the State Univer-
sity system will result in a curtailment
of enrollments, and a proposed $250
tuition hike and increased dorm fees
will be further steps toward making
college education a privilege reserved
for the rich.

While Cuomo proposes mercilessly
throwing thousands of workers into the
streets, working the remaining public
employees to the bone, and increasing
the workers’ taxes and cutting serv-
ices, he does not suggest skimping
when it comes to allocating money for
the expansion of the police force and
prison system. Cuomo proposes throw-
ing an additional $126 million into the
$3 billion pot that is spent annually on
beefing up the state’s machine of po-
lice repression that is used to control
the impoverished masses and sup-
press their resistance.

Cuomo’s budget shows that this
‘‘pro-worker’’ Democrat has merely
grabbed the baton from former Gov-
ernor Carey. Carey is notorious for
eliminating 32,000 state jobs, forcing
pitifully low wages on the state work-
ers, while turning over handouts in
the form of tax breaks to the rich. The
program of the Democratic administra-
tion has been and remains making the
workers sacrifice to solve the state’s
financial crisis. The program of Demo-
crats Carey and Cuomo in fact is part
of the national offensive against the
working masses led by the Reagan
government to make the working peo-
ple pay for the economic crisis.

At election time, the Civil Service
Employees Association/AFSCME and
other union bureaucrats promoted
Cuomo as the workers’ latest savior —
the liberal labor politician who would
save the workers from Reaganomics.
Today, barely three months later, -in
his first major action as Governor —
Cuomo has exposed himself and his

big labor bureaucrat supporters.
Cuomo’s budget shows that the ‘‘pro-
worker,”” ‘‘anti-Reagan’’ Democrats

are only disguised Reaganites. The
workers must draw the correct con-
clusion from this ugly self-exposure:
split with the Democratic liberal-labor
politicians and take up independent
working class politics. That is the only
way to fight Reaganism and defend the
workers’ class interests. O




Oppose the Government's Schemes to
Completely Segregate the Boston Schools

BOSTON Yr WORKER

WARXIST-LENTNIST PARTY 0P TME USA - BOSTON BRANCH

(The following article is based on a
leaflet issued by the Boston Worker,
newspaper of the Boston Branch of the
Marxist-Leninist Party, USA, on Janu-
ary 18, 1983.)

Workers and youth beware! The
capitalists are hatching up plots to
completely resegregate the Boston
schools. This is a racist attack against
the black people and other oppressed
nationalities and a dirty attempt to
split up the working class. Every work-
er must stand against it.

A Racist Offensive in the
Name of Ending ‘‘Forced Busing’’

Over the last few  months, the
spokesmen of the capitalists, from Fed-
eral Judge Garrity to the racist gang-
leader James Kelly, have been calling
for the elimination of major portions of
the Boston school busing plan. With
this hullabaloo against ‘‘forced bus-
ing”’ they are working to get rid of
even the small amount of school inte-
gration that has been achieved in Bos-
ton, to foster racist gangs and to un-
leash a new round of terror against the
black people.

Busing is really not the issue. It is
simply a means of transportation used
by millions every day. What is at stake
in Boston is the democratic right of
black people to attend integrated
schools and receive equal educational
opportunities with whites. The attacks
on busing aim at denying the black
people their democratic rights.

Busing to integrate the schools was
begun in Boston in 1974. But the capi-
talist government was never really in-
terested in putting an end to school
segregation. They organized busing in
the most distorted way to create the
maximum of disruption with the mini-
mum of integration. Their chief aim
was to provide a setting to unleash the
racist anti-busing movement, a fascist
mass movement to attack the black
people and split the working class. To-
day, however, the anti-busing move-
ment has been reduced to a few racist
gangs, and a certain amount of inte-
gration has taken place. And so Judge
Garrity, who presided over the busing

plan, is now coming out against it and
the government is trying to provoke a
new wave of racist hysteria under the
banner of opposition to busing.

The scheme to resegregate Boston
schools is not an isolated, local event.
The Reagan government is carrying
out a racist offensive all across the
country. The government has thrown
Haitians into concentration camps and
launched Gestapo-style raids against
other immigrant workers, it has organ-
ized police and gang terror against the
black community, and it is increasing
segregation in the work places, com-
munities and schools. All around the
U.S., Reagan and the ‘‘Justice’’ De-
partment are entering school desegre-
gation cases to eliminate any integra-
tion which has taken place through
busing programs. At the same time,
they are pushing for federal tax subsi-
dies to ultra-racist private segregated
schools. This despicable racist drive
has warmed the hearts of the govern-
ment officials in Boston, and they are
joining Reagan in his segregationist
crusade.

Segregation Under the Hoax of
“Freedom of Choice”’

The main plan being floated to re-
place busing in Boston is deceptive-
ly called ‘‘freedom of choice.’”’ Rea-
gan’s ‘‘Justice’” Department has
stated its desire to enter the Boston
case against busing and for ‘‘freedom
of choice.”’” Judge Garrity has called it
a ‘‘bright’’ idea that could be the
‘‘skeleton’’ of the future system. The
rich have even recruited a sellout black
lawyer, Larry Johnson, to peddle this
plan in Boston.

So what is this ‘‘freedom of choice’’
plan? Under this plan, students are
supposed to be free to choose which
school they want to go to. But many of
Boston’s neighborhoods are today vio-
lently segregated, such as South Bos-
ton and Charlestown. Government-or-
ganized and protected gangs have
killed, beaten, stoned and burned out
many black people in such neighbor-
hoods over the last nine years. An ex-
ample of this is the brutal murder of
William Atkinson by the Savin Hill
gang last March. To protect this gang
for future activity, the government
hasn’t even set a trial date and is cur-
rently considering dismissing the
charges against the racists altogether.
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The sixteenth day of October
In nineteen eighty-two,

The Ku Klux Klan at city hall
Was in a terrible stew.

For ‘though police in riot gear
Tried to save the day

A sea of angry anti-fascists
Swept those scum away!
CHORUS:

They swept those scum away
Yes they swept those scum away.
A sea of angry anti-fascists
Swept those scum away!

Police can never find the Klan

When they shoot black people down,

But the people only took three
minutes

To run them out of town.

Some opportunists blocked the way

Said, ‘*Violence will not do! "’

But the people knew the proper way

To greet that fascist crew!

CHORUS:

To greet that fascist crew. §

Yes to greet that fascist crew.

The people knew the proper way

To greet that fascist crew!

/

The people shouted angrily

Against those racist scum,

They threw whatever they could find

To beat those fascists down!

The horse manure was lyin’ there

With our ammo' runnin’ down,

The thugs who marched up in white
sheets

Soon ran off dressed in brown.

CHORUS:

They ran off dressed in brown.

Yes they ran off dressed in brown.

The thugs who marched up in white
sheets

uhey ran off dressed in brown!
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Well the capitalists throw us on the
street

And cut our wages back

And they 're preparin’ aggressive
wars

They know the people hate.

They strike out at black people

With their fascist KKK and

They plan to crush all workers just

To clear their bloody way.

CHORUS:

To clear their bloody way

Yes to clear their bloody way.

They plan to crush all workers just

To clear their bloody way.

The capitalist politicians,

They like to brag and strut,

On how they're fightin’ racism
With their empty talk.

They say black and white can never
Get along you see,

But we got along to rout the Klan
And won a victory!

CHORUS:

And won a victory

Yes we won a victory.

We got along to rout the Klan
And won a victory!

The Democrats oppose this fight
They 're for the capitalist class,
They say to rely on the fascist police
When the racist gangs attack

But we'll rely upon mass struggle,
And organize it well.

We'll fight the capitalists’ attacks
And beat the Klan to hell!
CHORUS:

We'll beat the Klan to hell!

Yes beat the Klan to hell!

We'll fight the capitalists’ attacks
And beat the Klan to hell!

i,

What the government hopes is that
when school integration is made ‘‘vol-
untary,”’ fewer blacks will attend
schools in white neighborhoods and
vice versa. At the same time, the racist
officials hope that the racist gangs that
they have been grooming for years will
be able to terrorize those who do go to
integrated schools into changing their
minds and *‘freely’’ choosing to stay in
their segregated ‘‘neighborhood”
schools. Indeed, the fact that James
Kelly, the organizer of the South Bos-
ton Marshals, has endorsed the ‘‘free-
dom of choice’’ plan shows that this is
exactly what the government has in
mind.

This chorus to end busing and set up
‘“freedom of choice’’ segregation is
not just talk. The government is mak-
ing serious preparations for this move.
On January 3, Federal Judge Garrity
handed over the day-to-day supervi-
sion of school integration to school
superintendent Spillane and the
School Committee, that is, to the racist
city officials. School Committee mem-
ber McKeigue has already proposed to
replace ' elementary school busing
with ‘‘voluntary desegregation.”” She
has also proposed to set up a small
number of ‘‘dedicated’’ middle
schools. In the 60’s, the Boston city of-
ficials maintained segregation through
just such a tracking system. Superin-
tendent Spillane is now experimenting
with what he calls ‘“‘autonomous”
schools, where each school is set up to
compete for funding through student
testing and teacher evaluation. This
will make the rich schools richer and
the poor schools poorer. By eliminat-
ing any standard education, the capi-
talists hope to set up a small number of
privileged, all-white schools to train
professionals, while the working class
children, especially the black and
other oppressed nationality children,
will be herded through devastated,
segregated schools, more and more re-
sembling prisons.

Lies to Justify School Segregation
To justify his opposition to busing,

Spillane says that busing has caused
the deterioration of the schools. He

,says just get rid of busing and&he’ll be

able to' set up ‘‘qualityeducation.”
What a fraud! Spillane is a hatchet
man for the Reaganite cuts in educa-
tion. He has laid off over one-fourth of
the teachers, closed dozens of schools,
reduced supplies, etc. Now to turn

people’s anger away from the rich,
away from the government, and away
from him, he is pointing at busing and
integration. This sly racist is using the
growing anger against cutbacks in
public education to whip up racist anti-
busing sentiments.
Spillane, Kelly and others are justi-
fying their segregationist plans with
the argument that busing has failed,
that it has caused ‘‘white flight,”’ and
‘that Boston schools are more segregat-
ed than ever. This is a big lie. Boston
schools are not more segregated than
before busing. Nor has integration
been the cause of a decline in the num-
ber of white students in the Boston
schools. Any examination of the statis-
tics will show that for over 20 years,
with the exception of 1975, the annual
decline in the number of white stu-
dents has remained the same. It is due
to other factors such as the falling
h rate and the general motion to
suburbs to find jobs or to get better
lﬁusmg and schools. (Blacks and other
q@pressed nationalities are hindered
from moving to the suburbs due to job
%@d housing discrimination.) Clearly
integration has not provoked ‘‘white
ht.”’ Spillane, Kelly and others are
ining over this issue not out of con-
cern to prevent further segregation,
Qut rather to find ways to speed up the
ﬁl:ocess
1' Denounce the Racist Schemes
lc‘ of the Capitalists
 Workers and youth, we must be vig-
ilant against the government schemes
to resegregate the Boston schools. The
rich are dead serious in their segrega-
tionist drive to attack the black people
and split up the working class. All the
spokesmen of the rich, from the liberal
rrity and the Democrats in City
1, to the lynch mob leader Kelly
and chief racist Reagan are united in
this racist crusade. It is up to the black
people, the whole working class and
the youth of all nationalities to smash
up all the racist plans of the rich. We
st organize a broad public denunci-
ation of the schemes to further segre-
ate the Boston schools. We must
fight to break down all the segrega-
tlomst barriers and unite the working
asses in struggle against the capital-
-an gwr government. The rich
cannot be allowed to reorganize their
anti-busing movement and their segre-
gationist schemes in peace. Let us
meet the entire racist offensive of the
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Anti-Klan Protests

MICHIGAN:

TEXAS:

Above:
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Anti-Klan demonstrator punishes klansman on March 5 outside the offices of
WXYZ-TV in Southfield, Michigan, while policeman trles to protect the white-
robed fascist. The TV station had planned to broadcast a ‘‘debate’’ featuring
Klan leader Bill Wilkinson, but was forced to cancel the broadcast because of the
outcry against it. When the Klan came to the TV station to Insist on getting a
broadcast, they got a fitting punishment from antl-Klan protesters.

Below:

Two thousand people turned out in Austin, Texas on February 19 to confront a
Klan march which was being held under heavy police protection. The police vi-
ciously attacked the protesters, but the Klan and thelr defenders stlli got a good

drubbing. Here the masses punish a kiansman.

LELT ]

capitalists, whether it be the terrorism
of the police and racist gangs or segre-
gationist laws and rules, with mass ac-

spet

tions, with militant demonstrations,
with struggle. O

Harlem residents demonstrate agamst racist police murder

The West Indian®

Support the Stri

For National Lm-lton
I In the West Indies!

JENTPAPER OF THE WEST [NDLAN COPPUINITY
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(The following article is reprinted
Jrom the March 1983 issue of The
West Indian Voice, newspaper of the
Caribbean Progressive Study Group.)

Since mid-January residents of the
Martin Luther King (MLK) Housing
Project, other Harlem residents and
anti-racist activists have held a series
of mass meetings, militant pickets and
demonstrations to protest yet another
racist police murder of a black youth,
Henry Woodley. Vicious police mur-
ders and wanton, savage beatings of
the youth by the NYPD have been
taking place unabated throughout Har-
lem and the rest of New York City.
The mass protests in Harlem are a
welcome development in the face of
this spree of racist police terror.

On the morning of January 9,
Henry Woodley, a resident of the MLK
Housing Project, was walking along
Sth Avenue between 114th and 115th
Streets with his sister and girlfriend
when he was attacked and an attempt
was made to rob him. His sister ran
across the street to the housing police
station located in the MLK Project to
get help. However, in typical *‘crime-
fighter”’ style, Sgt. Commer came and
unhesitatingly shot Woodley himself
three times, with one shot entering
his Iheart, killing him on the spot.
As other officers arrived on the scene
they congratulated Sgt. Commer for a
job well done and escorted him into
the precinct.

Police Cover-Up and
Coldblooded Arrogance

In a desperate effort to prevent the
indignation of the masses from boiling
over and to do public relations work
for his department, Police Chief
Hamilton Robinson was brought to
address a big community meeting held
to respond to this murder. Robinson

appealed to people to be cool, m51stmg
that while so far there was ‘‘no evi-
dence of misconduct’’ on the part of
the police, there was an ‘‘investiga-
tion”’ underway anyway upon which
the masses should pin their hopes.
Despite eyewitness accounts to the
contrary, Robinson still went on to
thitewash this racist murder with the
'v1cxous lie that Henry Woodley was
‘armed with a knife and engaged in
either a mugging or a gang fight.
t These lies about a mysterious
*‘knife’’ that is yet to be found and
about a ‘‘gang fight,”’ are clearly in-
tended to fool the naive into sympath-
izing with the ‘‘heavy-hearted police,”’
who, already burdened with every-
body’s troubles, now have to live
through the ‘‘mental trauma’’ of being
forced to shoot a poor black youth
three times in the chest, in yet another
episode of their ‘‘gallant fight’’
against street crime. God alone knows
what the police have to go through in
life! So goes the song and dance of
the arrogant heartless racist police
murderers. This is how the racist
execution of Henry Woodley is dis-
missed, all with the hope of throwing
water on the fiery indignation of the
masses.

It should never be forgotten that it is
in the hands of the bosses of these
arrogant police criminals that the
“investigations” lie. It is no surprise
that these ‘‘investigations’’ are rolled
out of City Hall as one pre-packaged
whitewash after the other because
racist police terror and the carrying
out of other atrocities against the black
and other poor communities are part of
the official policy of the capitalists
and their government. And this is the
reason behind the systematic occur-
rence of similar racist outrages from
coast to coast, from city to city.

Either Rely on the Mass Struggle
and Organization or on the
‘““Benevolence”’ of the Courts
of the Capitalist Oppressors

Despite the dangerous public rela-
tions work done on behalf of the police,
the savage racist murder of Henry
Woodley still triggered off the deep-
seated anger of the masses for the

Mass picket against the murder of Henry WOodon in Harlem.

racist police. Angry at the stone-cold
arrogance of the police and their
attempts to whitewash this racist
execution, the residents of the MLK
Project mustered their forces for a
fight. Weekly mass meetings, pickets
and demonstrations were organized.
For instance, on January 22 a militant
and spirited rally and demonstration
was organized on the steps of the
housing police station. Over 150
working people, unemployed and
youth participated in denouncing the
racist police murderers, blocking off
traffic on the streets and marching
through. the neighborhood. Other
smaller demonstrations have been
held and plans laid to continue these
protests.

But in the midst of these protests
various elected Democratic Party
politicians and other smooth-talking
liberals have been trying to continue
the work begun by the police chief.
While  hypocritically  expressing
“‘sympathy’’ for Henry Woodley they
insist that the crucial thing is the
““investigations’’ by the grand jury.
In particular they are not at all happy
at the sight of the masses organizing
and taking to the streets in militant
demonstrations. But in and of itself
this investigation will never deliver on
the demand of the masses for the trial
and conviction of the police officer for

the racist execution of Henry Woodley.
In fact, the existence of the grand jury
investigation is not even in response
to the masses’ demands but is a stand-
ard, purely formal procedure required
under the existing law. Moreover, to
pin everything on this pure formality
despite its track record for white-
washing the racist murders, means to
downplay and divert attention away
from the significance of the actions of
the masses themselves; to subject
them to a long, dreary wait for the
‘‘benevolence’’ of the courts of the
capitalist oppressors. It means to rob
them of initiative.

Only the mass actions taken by the
masses themselves can provide the
basis and forcefulness for the demand
for justice for Henry Woodley. The
‘““benevolence’’ or ‘‘justice’” of the
courts is reserved for the rich and their
lackeys alone. This is true even when,
in the rare instances in history, the
courts may order the punishment of
its racist friends, in an attempt to
avert a threatening storm of revolt.
And only the mass struggle can pro-
vide the source for the establishment
of anti-racist, revolutionary organiza-
tion among the masses which can
systematically respond to every attack
and sustain the ongoing anti-racist
struggle against the capitalist oppres-
sors and their government.
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The monopolies and the USW hacks
Impose outrageous concessions

Demonstration against the closing of Bethlehem Steel in Lackawanna, New

_on 4stee| workers

York. MLP banner calls on workers to ‘‘Wage mass struggle for jobs or

livelihood!’’

On March 1, the notorious sellout
leadership of the United Steelworkers
Union (USW) voted to accept the latest
proposal by the ‘‘Big Seven’ steel
monopolies for massive concessions.
This 41-month contract cuts at least
$2 billion from the workers’ wages and
benefits and opens the door to giving
up several more billions from job com-
binations and other local concessions.

After signing the concessions agree-
ment, USW officials arrogantly
strutted around, bragging about their
lowlife betrayal of the steel workers.
Take for example Joseph Odorcich,
USW VP and chief negotiator. On
March 2, Odorcich boasted to the
Wall Street Journal: ‘‘I'm more than
satisfied that we came out as good as
we did...just because we seem to be in
bed together doesn’t mean that the
- union will have both eyes closed.”
All in all, it Iooks like the USW leader-
ship is making a serious challenge
against the UAW (United Auto-
mobile Workers) leadership for the
coveted title of ‘‘Bootlickers of the
Year.” :

Massive Wage and Benefit Cuts

The concessions agreement slashes
deeply into the steel workers’ wages
and benefits. The cuts include: an
immediate pay cut of $1.25 per hour;
elimination of all COLA payments for
the next 1Yz years; provisions for
eliminating or limiting COLA in the
second and third years of the con-
tract; elimination of the 13 week ex-
tended vacation program; immediate
cut of one week’s vacation for all steel
workers in 1983; elimination of ‘‘off-
season’’ vacation bonuses; loss of one
paid holiday; and the reduction of
Sunday overtime pay from time and

one-half to time and a quarter.

Additionally the steel monopolies
have been given a free hand to split off
any of their non-steel-making sub-
sidiaries from this master steel agree-
ment. This can only mean further and
deeper wage and benefit cuts for the
workers in the non-steel-making
subsidiaries.

No Job Security

For the longest time, the sellout
leaders of the USW have been making
all sorts of statements, speeches and
promises that the number one priority
in their talks with the steel companies
was to ‘‘bring the laid off steel workers
back into the mills.”” But the newly
signed 3'2-year concessions agree-
ment clearly shows that these state-
ments have been nothing but a bunch
of damn lies. There is not one word
about stopping plant closings or any
guarantees for job security. And here
again we have USW VP Odorcich
admitting that all this talk about
‘‘jobs, jobs, and jobs’’ was nothing but
a fraud. The day after the contract
was signed, he shot off his mouth,
“‘the contract itself, would do little to
get the laid off workers back to work.”’
(American Metal Marketing, March
2, 1983) $ ‘

Of course the capitalists did concede
to putting a token 50¢ per hour worked
into the currently depleted supple-
mental unemployment benefit (SUB)
fund. This means that a worker with
at least two years seniority will be
guaranteed to receive 30% of his SUB
pay for three whole months. And the
union hacks have the nerve to call this
rotten deal ‘‘relief’”” for the unem-
ployed.

More Job Elimination

Along with providing not a bit of
job security for the steel workers
the concessions contract goes a long
way to guarantee that tens of thou-
sands of steel workers will lose their
jobs.

Under the contract section called
‘“Labor cost savings to benefit USW
plants’’ it’s pointed out that the con-
cessions dollars will be directly
pumped into the steel capitalists’
modernization program through the
installation of high technology, job-
eliminating equipment and machinery.
This includes the introduction of
electric furnaces, continuous casters
and computerized warehouse facili-
ties.

The elimination of the 12-week
extended vacation program and the
accelerated combination of the skilled
trades maintenance departments will
also throw tens of thousands of
steel workers into the ranks of the
unemployed.

Additional Concessions Planned

Furthermore, the contract calls for
the steel barons and the USW hacks to
negotiate local contracts that will
bring about massive concessions on
the local level. A steel industry analyst
predicts that the steel monopolies
could reap several billion dollars from-
local plant concessions based upon:
‘‘lower employment costs stemming
from eased plant rules, including job-
duty combinations.”’ (Wall Street
Journal, March 1, 1983)

And to top this off the steel com-
panies are already whining that the
just signed concessions are not enough,
that there is still a supposedly ‘‘enor-
mous’’ wage gap with their foreign
competitors, and that wages and
benefits will have to be cut back even
further in the future. '

The steel capitalists are like vam-
pires; they got a taste of blood and now
they can’t get enough.

The ink is hardly dry on the new
wage cutting agreement, but already
the hacks from the USW are rushing
around to hand over concessions in
the local contracts while 'they plot out
their plans for even bigger national
take-backs.

This situation is intolerable. The
steel workers must blow up the love
dance between the steel capitalists and
USW hacks. They must take matters

into their own hands, organize them- [

selves independently from the hacks,

and prepare for strikes and other mass |

actions against the rotten concessions
deals. [

Champion Spark Plug workers
strike against concessions

For over a month the workers at the
Champion Spark Plug Company have
been on strike against the rotten con-
cessions demands of the capitalists.
On February 1st, 2,300 workers at
plants in Toledo; Cambridge, Ohio;
Detroit; Burlington, Iowa; and Wind-
sor in Canada walked off their jobs.
Since then the workers have maintain-
ed picket lines blocking management
personnel from entering the plants,
and they have repeatedly voiced their
determination to stay out until the
Champion capitalists give up their
outrageous ‘‘takeback’’ claims.

The Champion capitalists have been
making money hand over fist at the ex-

pense of the workers. In the last period

over 1,000 workers have been thrown
off their jobs as part of the company’s
*‘cost-cutting program.’’ As a result of
this and other measures Champion
raked in a $20 million profit for the
first nine months of 1982, which com-

pares with the $28 million profits for
the same period in 1981.

Yet even these handsome profits
are not enough for the greedy capital-
ists. Seeing other capitalists feasting
off of all manner of takebacks snatched
from the workers’ pockets, Champion
decided to get in on the concessions
banquet. Thus Champion is demand-
ing the elimination of the traditional
‘‘annual jmprovement factor’’ wage
increases, the reduction of cost-of-
living payments and overtime premi-
ums, cuts in paid personal holidays
and health care, restrictions on
seniority rights and the elimination
of dental, vision and hearing benefits
for retired workers.

The workers have shown their de-
termination to defeat these intolerable
concessions demands. But the UAW
leadership has not shown the same
militant spirit. Instead of calling for a
fight against concessions, the UAW

bureaucrats merely complain that
Champion’s takebacks go too far. In a
prepared statement the UAW officials
whine that the ‘‘proposed sacrifices...
go way beyond contract adjustment
agreements at their competitors.”
(Windsor Star, February 3, 1983)
What treachery! Instead of opposition
to concessions the UAW hacks are
promising to give Champion the same
concessions deals they’ve given other
auto parts capitalists. Champion work-
ers, watch out! The UAW sellouts are
preparing to stab you in the back just
as they did to the workers at Chrysler,
Ford, GM and other auto companies.
To carry through this strike the work-
ers must take matters into their own
hands, organize independently and
remain always vigilant against the
sabotage activity of the capitalist-
lovingdeadership of the UAW. O

Denver: -

Keep fighting Athalon’s attacks

(The following leaflet was issued by
the Denver Branch of the Marxist-
Leninist Party, USA on January 16,
1983.)

During the Christmas shutdown, the
rich owners of Athalon, a small sweat-
shop that produces ski gear and other
apparel, fired one of the workers. Ob-
viously, at the same time that the com-
pany flunkies and owners were ‘‘cordi-
ally’’ celebrating with the workers at
the company Christmas party, they
were sneaking off to the back room, to
plot against the workers’ resistance
movement.

This makes clear several things:

1) That the Athalon capitalists plan
to continue and to step up their cam-
paign of wage cutting and speed up
against the Athalon workers. The capi-
talists will stop at nothing to try to pro-

‘tect their profits.

2) That the company’s tactic of sow-
ing confusion, threatening and harass-
ing the workers in order to ‘‘keep
things quiet’’ and to more easily carry
out'the rate cutting and speedup was
no longer effective by itself. The re-
sistance of the workers has been get-
ting stronger and more organized,
'with some workers even winning im-
‘provements in their rates. The Athalon

capitalists had to resort to the more
drastic terroristic action of firing a
worker who spoke out against the com-
pany abuses, to try and disorganize
and silence the workers. The fact that
they cowardly fired the worker during
the Christmas leave when most work-
ers were not at work, shows that they
must greatly fear the workers’ anger.

The various ‘‘reasons’’ the company
gives for the firing are only cynical
‘‘legal’ excuses to cover up the real
reasons so they can try to prevent the
worker from even collecting unemploy-
ment. The company has claimed that
the worker refused to take home the
Christmas ham so ‘‘benevolently”
handed out by the capitalists. But
could anyone possibly believe that cap-
italists who have cut the Athalon work-
ers’ wages by 50% are now ‘‘con-
cerned about workers who could have
used the extra ham left to spoil '’ ?!

The company’s plan is to step by
step continue their wage cutting cam-
paign to protect their own profits at the
expense of the workers livelihood. The
only path the workers can take to de-
fend their jobs, wages and working
conditions is to keep up their resist-
ance and organize it better. They
should denounce all the company’s lies
and protest vigorously this latest at-

on the workers!

tack.

All across the country the capitalist
class and all its loyal servants preach
that economic crisis means that the
workers must quietly enslave them-
selves and wait for the eternally prom-
ised economic recovery.

But under capitalism there is no
‘‘light at the end of the tunnel’’ for the
working class. For years there have
been back-to-back economic crises and
after each so-called ‘‘recovery’’ the
standard of living of the workers re-
mains lower than before and the ex-
ploitation is ' worse. It is only the bil-
lionaire capitalists who may recover
from their crises.

Times like now are times to fight!
This was shown by the Canadian
Chrysler workers who militantly
stayed on strike in spite of the pres-
sure and attacks from the capitalists
and their lackeys.

It is only the united and organized
fighting movement of the working
class that can stand against the capi-
talists’ program of starvation and mis-
ery and every worker has a part to play
in this fight. ‘

Protest the firing and Athalon's
terror against the workers!

Organize and resist all the com-
pany'’s attacks! O

Strike News in Brief

On March 1, 780 trainmen went out
on strike against New Jersey Transit
rail lines. The workers voted 300-15 on
February 25 to reject management’s
“‘final offer’” which included a plan to
cut their pay an average of $6000 a
year. This was to be done by eliminat-
ing pay for non-rush time, that is, the
workers would have to be on the job for
12 hours a day but only get paid eight
hours. At press time this strike was
still going on.

® % %

On Wednesday, February 23, more
than 400 striking workers at the Magic
Chef appliance plant in Cleveland,
Tennessee were tear-gassed on their
picket lines. The workers were trying

to stop scabs from entering the plant.
A number of windshields on cars
belonging to scabs were smashed.
Two workers were arrested by the
police. :
* %k %k
On February 23, maintenance
workers of the Philadelphia schools
voted to accept a new contract and end
their strike which had begun on
February 2. The workers’ last contract
had expired on September 1, 1982,
Under that contract, the workers had
been promised a 10% raise, but later
the school board rescinded this,
pleading poverty. In their strike, the
workers were demanding action on
their promised raise as well as fighting

for a new contract. The board had tied
them down in a legalistic morass,
refusing to pay the 10% raise and at
the same time refusing to grant any
raises in the new contract until th
issue of the old 10% raise was settleds
As a result of their strike, the worke
won a new contract in which they a
granted a 5.75% pay increase. The)
did not win their old 10% pay increase,
but since the new contract expires E:
the end of June this year, the issue
far from settled.
The strike involved 4,000 workers
and kept over 40 schools closed down.
The workers undertook a number of
militant actions to back up their
strike. "

#
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ISRAELI INQUIRY
Continued from page 7

miniscule punishments. After some
parliamentary haggling, Sharon was
removed as defense minister but kept
in the Cabinet as a minister without
portfolio and Begin’s right-hand man.
He was then put on a ministerial de-
fense panel and the steering commit-
tee for the current negotiations with
the Lebanese government. Thus the
final result of the grand ‘‘democratic’’
process in Israel has been the minor
reshuffling of racist assassins.

The inquiry commission whitewash
is also a sound exposure of the Labor
Party in Israel. This party claims that
it is the alternative to Begin. Yet the
Labor Party has enthusiastically ac-
cepted the commission inquiry’s
whitewash of the Begin government.
Their most ‘‘radical’’ objective to the
Begin government is that it should
simply remove Sharon from the Cabi-
net altogether. The Labor Party has
taken this shameful stand because,
while they want to embarrass Begin,
they do not want to admit that zionist
Israel is being run by mass murderers.
They want to hide the truth about
zionism and merely want to use the
inquiry to help their chances of re-

placing Begin’s ruling Likud coalition
as the ruling zionist party.

The blood of the massacre victims is
also on the hands of U.S. imperialism.
The report reveals that U.S. and
Israeli officials were involved in dis-
cussions over whether the Lebanese
government’s army or the Phalangist
militia should invade the camps. . It
is also well known that the leader of
the Phalangist attack on the refugee
camps, Hobeika, is also the liaison be-
tween the militia and the U.S. em-
bassy in Beirut. Moreover it was the
U.S. that paved the way for the slaugh-
ter by helping to force the PLO out of
Beirut while making lying promises of
guaranteeing the safety of the Pales-
tinian civilians.

Meanwhile the Reagan adminis-
tration has taken the occasion of the
inquiry to reiterate its firm support for
the Israeli butchers. They have been
praising the fraudulent inquiry to the
skies. Secretary of State Shultz
boasted that the inquiry was ‘“‘another
outstanding example of the way a
democracy can conduct itself’” and “‘a
model of how democracy can work.”
The Israeli commission issues lies and
their U.S. backers swear by it! It is
business as usual for the men with
blood on their hands. But the world’s

people will not allow the massacres
at Sabra and Shatila to be swept under
the rug so easily. Many people have
had their eyes opened to the evil
nature of zionism and imperialism by
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and its
aftermath. The people’s struggle will
bring the zionists and their U.S. impe-
rialist backers to justice. |

EL SALVADOR
Continued from front page

with the bitter infighting among the
generals. The leaders of the U.S.
puppet government are also at each
others’ throats. The President of the
Assembly, the death squad com-
mander Roberto D’Aubuisson, nick-
named ‘‘the blow torch,’’ is at logger-
heads with other leaders of his ultra-
right-wing ruling coalition. Threats are
in the air that these new rifts among
the reactionaries will be settled by
the usual death squad methods.

All signs indicate that the U.S.-
backed Salvadorian regime is starting
to crumble under the hammer blows of
the people.

At Brooklyn College:

Students protest cuts in

(The following article is reprinted
from the March 1983 issue of The
West Indian Voice, newspaper of the
Caribbean Progressive Study Group.)

On Monday, December 13, close to
100 students of Brooklyn College
(BC) picketed and rallied in front of
the offices of the president of the
college. The students were protesting
the savage budget cuts being imple-
mented by the reactionary Hess ad-
ministration. These new rounds of
attacks include: a new policy requiring
tuition payment from students before
or by the time of registration or be
kicked out of school; cutbacks in the
Africana Studies Department and cuts
in the teaching staff.

The students in the picket line
militantly shouted slogans such as
“No to the New Tuition Policy!”’;
‘““No to Racism at BC!'’; ‘‘Death to
Racism at BC!”” and ‘‘They Say Cut-
back, We Say Fightback!"® among
others. The students also loudly ex-
pressed that all ordinary students
should join the struggle; but when it
was shouted by the leader of the
picket, ‘‘Can Hess Join You?’’, the
students resoundingly shouted
““No!”’ and ‘‘No Reactionary Forces!”’

The students rightly demanded an
end to the cutbacks, including a three-
month extension of the payment dead-
line for spring registration; for no

éﬁ .
Brooklyn College students on the picket
line protesting cutbacks.

cuts in Africana Studies; the hiring of
more teachers and an extension of day
care for children of parents attending
BC. The West Indian Voice was repre-
sented on the picket line, where over
50 copies of our newspaper were dis-
tributed and well received by the
students. The spirited picket by the
students at BC is part of fresh stir-
rings by students against the intense
cutbacks in education by the Reagan
government.

The reactionary BC administration
is implementing Reagan’s savage
cutbacks with a vengeance. Its tuition
policy is obviously intended to shorten
the work of driving students from the
working class and oppressed nationali-
ties out of college. It is part of the
campaign which the bourgeoisie is

education

developing to put an end to ‘‘Open
Admissions.”’ In addition, the Hess
administration has cut over 60 faculty
members over the last three years
and is threatening another 80 teachers
to be laid off over the next two.
Coupled with this Hess wants profes-
sors of other departments to teach
Africana Studies as a step to gradually
eliminate Africana Studies as a de-
partment.

And what are all these cuts for?
The capitalists are ordering these and
a range of other vicious cutbacks on
the broad working masses so that they
could continue to live like kings in
face of the crisis of their system and
build more bombs to launch wars of
rivalry and aggression.

The students of Brooklyn College,
like students throughout New York
and across the country, are faced with
a major struggle to carry forward their
fight against the savage cuts in edu-
cation by the capitalists and their
government. And they should seize
every opportunity to participate in
the mass movements against the war
preparations and other attacks of the
rich. The protests by the BC students
following the struggle of the students
at Medgar Evers College in the spring
and summer of 1982, is another wel-
come sign of fresh stirrings among the
studenis to take on their shoulders
this much needed fight. O

The Democrats’ ‘‘Political Solution’’
to Pull the Regime from the Fire

Reagan and the Pentagon hope to
rescue the Salvadorian dictator-
ship by simply pouring in more guns
and ‘‘advisers.”” But in Congress
there are voices of disagreement.
Liberal Republican Senator Mark
Hatfield, Democratic Representative
Stephen Solarz and a number of other
Democratic Party liberals are pro-
testing that the military aid to the
regime must be linked to a gesture
from the Reagan administration
towards a “‘political solution” to the
war.

These gentlemen point out that a

‘‘political solution’’ is the only option
left if U.S. imperialism is going to pull
Salvadorian regime out of the fire.
They concede the desperate situation
the regime is in. They concede that
this is not a war against alleged
Soviet arms shipments, as the Reagan-
ite liars want people to believe. And
they concede that it is a war against
local insurgents whose principal arms
supplier is the Pentagon by way of
captured weapons from the puppet
army.

That is why Solarz complains that
sending weapons to El Salvador
“‘is like money going down a rat hole.
There is no way the government
there is in a position to defeat the

guerrillas...militarily.”” (New York
Times, February 28, 1983) In other
words, guns alone can’t do the job.
What's needed is a one-two punch of
guns for the regime plus cunning
negotiations for a ‘‘political solution.”’
Only this, the liberals argue, can de-
feat the guerrillas. This is advertized
as a peaceful and humane solution.
But what it means in reality is drawing
the liberation forces into negotiations
to rob them of the initiative, to disarm
them and to set them up for a mas-
sacre by the regime, which, of course,
will be armed to the teeth with the
weapons which Hatfield and Solarz
Continued on next page
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2,000 Demonstrate Against Reagan in Boston

Above: Over 2,000 people came into the streets to protest
Reagan’s visit to Boston on January 26. Below: Hundreds

reaction.

of people came out on a bitter cold Chicago evening on Jan-

As Reagan enters his third year in
office, he continues to be hounded by
angry' demonstrators wherever he
goes. The last several weeks have seen
a new round of protests against
Reagan’s program of hunger, racism
and war. On January 21, when Reagan
went to Chicago to speak at a $1000 a
plate -dinner for Illinois Senator
Charles Percy, over 750 people came
out in sub-freezing temperatures to
denounce Reagan. Just a few days
ago, when Reagan spoke in San
Francisco on March 4, demonstrators
denounced his aggressive policies in
El Salvador.

One of the biggest recent anti-
Reagan protests took place in Boston
on January 26, when he came to town
on a visit announced only a few days
earlier. Reagan dropped in to feign
“‘concern’’ for the unemployed. The
main event of his visit was to tour the
Digital Equipment Corporation plant
in the Roxbury neighborhood in the
heartiof the ¢ity. Reagan’s aim was to
promote the pipe dream :of high
technology as the answer to unemploy-
ment, which had been one of the main
themes of his State of the Union Mes-
sage the week before.

Roxbury is a black neighborhood in
Boston which has been wracked by
unemployment. The working masses
of Roxbury and other parts of Boston
were in no mood to put up with Rea-
gan’s cynical maneuvers. Thus over
2,000 people turned out for demon-
strations near the Digital plant. A

large section of the protest was made
up of black workers and youth from
Roxbury. In fact, there had been wide-
spread excitement in the community
on hearing of the plans for a demon-

stration. Many black youth had
promised to show up to ‘‘’kick Rea-
gan’'sass.”’

On the day of the demonstration,
there was a massive police presence to
intimidate the masses. Reagan’s party
came in four Marine helicopters;
he himself rode in an armor-plated car.
There were hundreds of police in
riot gear surrounding the demonstra-
tors.

But despite this show of force, the
over 2,000 people sternly denounced
Reagan. The Marxist-Leninist Party
worked hard to agitate among the
masses before Reagan’s visit and to
lend a strong militant character to
the action itself.

Despite the short notice about
Reagan's visit, on the days preceding
the demonstration, the MLP widely
distributed a leaflet at factories and
neighborhoods calling on the working
people to ‘‘Denounce Reagan’s visit to
Boston!’’ At the demonstration itself,
the Party organized a militant con-
tingent. It saturated the demonstra-
tion with leaflets and other litera-
ture and held many discussions on how
to fight Reaganism and the capitalist
offensive. The cultural group of the
Party sang anti-Reagan songs and
shouted slogans, and a comrade gave a
short speech. This work was well

uary 21 to denounce Ronald Reagan, chieftain of capitalist

received by the masses. When Reagan
reappeared after his tour of the plant,
he was met with resounding slogans
and shouts such as ‘‘Down with
Reagan! Down with Reagan and the
Rich!”’

Thus Reagan’s fake ‘‘sympathy’’ for
the unemployed got him nowhere
among the workers and oppressed
masses of Boston. In contrast, the
capitalist moneybags and racists in
Boston gave him quite a different
reception for they knew he was one of
their own. Thus, while Reagan stayed
away from the workers and unem-
ployed, he hobnobbed with the capital-
ists and racists. In fact, the purpose of

his visit to Digital had been to give the
capitalists there an award for high-
technology employment and training
programs. The promotion of high
technology as the solution to unem-
ployment is so much nonsense. But
Digital is in fact a good example of
Reaganomics — it was built with mil-
lions of dollars of government hand-
outs and provides low wages for the
workers. Reagan got so carried away
in Boston during this visit that he even
came out openly to give a call for the
complete elimination of the corporate
income tax!

Reagan also took time out on his
visit to make a demonstrative visit to a
local pub, which is actually a hangout
of racist politicians. This was then
depicted in the press as ‘‘getting in
touch with the people.”” What an
outrage!

Thus, Reagan’s visit gave a striking
example of Reaganomics. For the
workers, it was fake sympathy and the
reality of impoverishment and un-
employment. As Roxbury got massive
police intimidation, the local racist
bigwigs got a visit from one of their
own. And while the capitalist money-
bags got patted on the back for squeez-
ing the workers, they got promises of
even more largesse from the govern-
ment.

ut the demonstration of the
workers in Boston, as the ones in
E%ago and San Francisco, shows that

agan’s fake acts of ‘‘concern’’ will
not deceive the masses. Since the New
Year, there has been massive propa-
ganda by the rich and their flunkies,
Republican and Democrat alike,
that Reagan is now going to “let up”’
on his ruthless programs, that he is
turning over a new leaf, becoming
more compassionate, and so forth.
But in fact the Reaganite offensive
continues unabated, with the full
support of both the capitalist parties.
The only answer to this offensive lies
in stepping up the mass struggle and
using it to build the independent
mo%nent of the working class. B
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Reagan's military
budget cuts are a fraud!
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The Reagan administration is trying
to appear as less than the diehard im-
perialist warmonger that it is by “‘cut:
ting’’ the military budget. This budg-
et ‘‘cut’’ is nothing but a fraud — it
amounts to only a 3-4% cut, still leav-
ing [a huge increase over last year
and] the largest military budget ever.

ANTI-ITEMALESY,

And, in fact, the entire ‘‘cut’’ can be
accounted for by lower inflation rates,
the drop in fuel prices and cuts in

wages for military personnel. No

. weapons systems will be touched. The

. ‘“‘cut”’ represents no change in the war

‘ plans of U.S. imperialism,

which
,needs to spend billions and billions of
| dollars to protect its ‘‘vital interests’’
gainst the rising opposition to its
worldwide domination.
{Reprinted from The Buffalo Anti-
Imperialist Newsletter, January 26,
1983.) O
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agree is essential for their plans for a
“*political solution.”’

The Triumph of the
People’s Revolution
Is the Only Just Solution

The conflict in El Salvador is a war
&f the people against inhuman tyran-
ny. The poverty-stricken workers are
fighting against ruthless exploitation
by the rich capitalists and the U.S.
multinational corporations. The starv-
ing and land-poor peasants are fight-
ing against a handful of wealthy land-
lords who own most of the land in
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the country. The people have risen
up against the bloodstained regime,
which for half a century has defended
this intolerable status quo.

In this conflict the rich Salvadorian
oligarchy has stopped at nothing to
defend its wealth and privileges. Iso-
lated and despised, it rules through
the cruelest terrorism against its own
people. It rules by ‘‘death squad.” It
has tortured and murdered more than
35,000 men, women and children over
the last two years alone and has driven
500,000 into exile. These inhuman
butchers have lasted as long as they
have only because the U.S. govern-
ment props them up in every way and
the Pentagon supplies their death
squads with all the instruments of
their trade.

Here there is no room for pipe
dreams of a peaceful reconciliation of
the warring sides. There are only two
real possibilities: Either the people are
crushed for the time being under the
jackboot of the tyrants. Or the people
triumph over their oppressors. Only
the victory of the liberation forces and
the overthrow of the U.S.-backed dic-
tatorship of rich capitalists and' land-
lords can bring a just solution to the
conflict.

Down With U.S. Imperialism!

No less than the Salvadorian gener-.

als, Reagan, too, is stained with the
blood of the martyred people of that
country. And no less than for his Sal-
vadorian friends, Reagan’s fanatical
drive to stamp out the liberation strug-
gle there is dictated by the economic
and political system which he stands
for.

Reagan stands for the system of im-
perialism, or monopoly capitalism.
This is a system which feeds off of the
exploitation and ruin of the working
people at home. It grows fat on pover-
ty, unemployment, racism and police
state measures against the people.

This system also feeds on the super-

No amount of U.S. imperialist aid can prevent the Salvadorian revolution
from scorching the U.S.-backed fascist regime.

exploitation of the labor and resources
of the oppressed peoples. Always
striving for domination, it unleash-
ed repeated armed adventures to put
down peoples’ liberation struggles.
And to defend its far-flung spheres of
superprofits imperialism builds up its
arsenals, press gangs the youth and
prepares for war.

At the same time, this knot of impe-
rialist slavery creates the conditions
for its own undoing. It brings the work-
ing masses to revolt and struggle, and

it binds the workers and oppressed of
the different countries into a common
front of battle against the imperialist
enemy.

Today, the American working peo-
ple and the Salvadorian people stand
on such a common front. It is our
‘“own’’ U.S. imperialism which is
rapidly escalating its criminal inter-
vention against El Salvador. And the
heroic people of that country are un-
folding a powerful liberation move-
ment, which is striking heavy blows at
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No to the persecution
of draft resisters!

On February 4, Dan Rutt was ar-
raigned in the U.S. District Court in
Detroit. He is one of 14 young men
from across the country who have been
indicted by the Reagan administration
for refusing to register for the draft,
the first from the Detroit area. Rutt
opposes draft registration on religious
pacifist grounds. He faces, as do all
the estimated 600,000 young men who
have refused to register, a possible jail
term of up to five years and a fine of up
to $10,000.

Outside the courthouse, over a hun-
dred picketers, including supporters of
the Marxist-Leninist Party, held a
spirited demonstration. As they
marched with signs and banners, they
shouted such slogans as No fo the
draft!, No draft, no war, U.S. out of
El Salvador!, No to a war for the oil
billionaires!, Down with Reagan,
down with the draft!, etc. The picket
lasted for an hour, after which many of
the participants went inside the court-
room to watch the arraignment. Com-
rades of the MLP distributed at the
courthouse and in the nearby down-
town area over 1,000 pieces of revolu-
tionary literature against the draft and
U.S. imperialism’s war buildup.

This indictment shows that Reagan
is pushing ahead with the persecution
of the draft resisters. Faced with the
massive number of youth who have re-
fused to sign up for the draft, the gov-
ernment chose the policy of selecting a
small number of youth to prosecute
and then to use these examples to try
to intimidate the rest into compliance.

Of the 14 indictments, there have
been six convictions so far, with one
carrying a two-and-a-half year prison
sentence. However two of the indict-
ments were dismissed. For example,
David Wayte’s case in Los Angeles
was dismissed when the Reagan ad-
ministration could not disprove his
charge that it was selectively prosecut-
ing the draft resisters. This has thrown
a wrench into the prosecutions proc-
ess, while the government goes
through various appeals procedures.
However, as the Detroit example
shows, they have not given up pursu-
ing the indictments.

In the meantime, to bolster its
fraudulent claim that it is not selective-
ly prosecuting draft resisters, the
Reagan administration has launched
what it calls its “‘active compliance”
campaign. Previously, under their
‘‘passive compliance’’ program, 500
names had been turned over for prose-
cution, made up of youth who had told
the government of their refusal or
those who were turned in by reaction-
aries. Under the new program, the Sel-
ective Service system has begun to
hunt down all the names of all the draft
resisters by cross-checking their regis-
tration lists against drivers license
lists, Social Security records, and high
school attendance. In mid-February,
they turned over to the Justice Depart-
ment their first list made through this
process. It consisted of 5,154 names.
They have announced that they will
turn over more names each month.

As well, the Reagan administration
is stepping up its measures to coerce
the youth into registering. In mid-Feb-
ruary, the Department of Education
issued new regulations requiring fi-
nancial aid departments at colleges
across the country to verify student
compliance with draft registration
before processing their financial aid.
Congress recently also deliberated on
a proposal to prohibit young men who
have not registered from taking part in
federal job-training programs. Mean-
while, the Reagan administration and
its supporters in Congress are figuring
out further ways to coerce the youth
into registering.

Spirited demonstration against the draft in Detroit.on February 4.

The Marxist-Leninist Party supports
those who have refused to register for
the dra&t and who are standing up to
coercion and threats of imprisonment.
We sternly condemn the Reagan ad-
ministration’s persecution of the
youth. Our Party, however, does not
give a general call to refuse registra-
tion or the draft. We support the just
stand of the draft resisters, including
religious pacifists like Dan Rutt, but
we do not support the pacifist ideolo-
gy. We believe that it hurts the strug-
gle against militarism and war to
create the impression that refusal to
register, if only enough take part, can
stop imperialist war. This creates the
idea that the imperialist warmongers
can be fought by each individual just
taking a decision for himself or wash-
ing his own hands of the matter. But it
has never happened that imperialist
war has been stopped by enough
people simply refusing to go into the
army while the militarist rulers con-
tinue to hold power. To fight militar-
ism and aggressive war, it is necessary
to build the mass revolutionary strug-
gle against imperialism.

The value of-draft resistance is that
it signifies a courageous protest
against militarism and helps to draw
sections of the people into more con-
scious and wider forms of struggle.
Presently it aids in the development of
the mass struggle against militarism
and war just as it did in the days of
U.S. aggression against Viet Nam. But
draft resistance is only one part of a
bigger picture. Besides the draft re-
sisters, there are also those*who regis-
ter with the intention of fighting
against militarism and war from within
the armed forces. These activists fight''!
against the draft registration system'”
but, when going into the army will be
compulsory, they will accept conscrip-
tion in order to fight from the inside.
This is a bold and daring stand, and it
deserves the utmost support for the
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