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On the presidential elections

Down with the Republicans and Democrats!
For class struggle against the

In an obscene orgy of super-patriot-
ism and dollar-worship, Reagan is
stumping for four more years. Reagan
and the Republicans are stumping for
four more years of assault on the work-
ing people. Four more years for the
rich to get richer and the poor poorer.
Four more years of growing racism
and the buildup of the police state.
Four more years of expanding military
adventures against the peoples of
other lands and of feverish prepara-
tions for nuclear slaughter.

But that’s only half of it.

The other half is that Mondale and
the Democrats are promising the
people four years of the very same
thing..

The Democrats pose as the ‘‘party of
labor and minorities,”’ the ‘‘party of
peace’’ and the alternative to the cruel

* Reagan policies. But the Democrats
are campaigning against Reagan on
Reagan’s platform. Mondale and the
Democrats have pledged to their
capitalist bosses that whichever candi-
date wins the November 6 election the
"Reaganite assault on the working
people will get a second term.

Tens of millions are looking for a
way to meet the challenge of the
Reaganite offensive. But for the work-
ers and jobless, for the blacks and
other oppressed nationalities, for the
opponents of militarism and war, the
capitalists’ electoral circus is offering
no alternative.

Reaganite

Both Candidates Pledge to
“‘Stay the Course”’ of Reaganomics

Where do the candidates stand on
the issues? Just look at the themes of
their campaigns.

The Republicans are calling for
‘‘staying the course’’ of Reaganomics.
This is the course-of ‘‘expanding op-
portunity’’ through brutal strikebreak-
ing and productivity drives against the
workers — cutting wages, tossing mil-
lions into the street, and driving the
rest like slaves; ‘‘creating jobs’” with a
subminimum wage for youth and strip-
ping the workers of even the weakest
wage, health and safety protections;
“‘restoring the work ethic’’ by slashing
the meager relief programs for the un-
employed and poverty-stricken; and

‘‘ensuring prosperity’’ with a tax
policy of robbing from the poor to give
to the rich.

There is a grain of truth in Reagan’s
promise of four more years of ‘‘pros-
perity’’...if you happen to be a capi-
talist or a millionaire living off Wall
Street dividends. But for the ten mil-
lion jobless, or for the millions of em-
ployed workers sinking below the offi-
cial poverty level, ‘‘staying the
course’’ means four more years of hell.

But what does Mondale offer? He is
promising a ‘‘realistic’’ and ‘‘tough”’
policy. In his Deficit Reduction Plan
Mondale pledges that he won’t spend
a penny more than Reagan on social

offensive!

programs, and if anything he will cut
Medicare and other necessities for the
poor still deeper. (New York Times,

September 11, 1984) And he has sworn _ i

himself to hlttmg the people with more
tax increases. In short, Mondale is
campaigning as the man capable of
making the ‘‘hard choices’’ to turn the
screws on the working people — that
he is the man best suited to **

against the masses.

Both Candidates Stand for Racism
and Building Up the Police State

Reagan continues his racist crusade |

against the black people, the Latinos

and immigrants and other oppressed |

nationalities. He dreams of turning

staying:
the course’’ of the capitalist offensive |

|

'GM Contract: Job cutting in the name of

At the Labor Day march In Detrolt, the MLP d
parties and called for fighting the caj
: labor bureaucrats boosted thi
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The black people will never accept apartheid racism

A Storm ot Struggle Rocks

Souih Africa

The black people rebel against rent hikes and apartheid racism in Sharpeville township, September 6.

The last six weeks have seen agpow-
erful outburst of militant struggle by
the blacks and other oppressed people
of South Africa. A countrywide up-
surge is taking place, the most intense
since the famous Soweto rebellions of
1976. Every county in South Africa has
been touched and a broad section of
the masses are involved in the fight-
ing. The upsurge has included entire
townships rising up in protest, stu-
dents boycotting schools across the
country, and miners out on strike. The
racist white minority regime has set
upon the masses with characteristic
brutality — with whippings, arrests
and murder. But the repression has
only stiffened the determination of the
black people to fight on. Not a day
passes without reports of new out-
breaks of struggle in South Africa.

The blacks and other oppressed peo-
ple are rising up once again to ﬁght the
inhuman system of apartheid racism.
This is a system spawned by capital-
ism in which the black population, the
overwhelming majority, has been re-
duced to the status of convict prisoners

i

in their own land. They are denied all
social and political rights. They are
forced to live in ghettos and must carry
ID passes at all times. They have to
slave at starvation wages and live in
great poverty.

The death-defying struggle of the
black masses of South Africa shows
that the oppressed people will never
reconcile themselves to apartheid slav-
ery. This struggle is a great inspiration
to the oppressed masses throughout
the world. It shows that even in the

belly of one of the most brutal coun-

tries, the people can take things into
their own hands and rise in struggle.
The' Marxist-Leninist Party, USA
stands in solidarity with the fighting
blacks and other oppressed people in
South Africa in the struggle to over-
throw apartheid racism.

The Fraud of Constitutional Reform

The immediate cause of the recent’

upsurge was the inauguration of a new
constitution which was touted as a ma-
jor democratic reform-by the apartheid

rulers and its Western imperialist
supporters, including Reagan and
Thatcher. '

This new constitution creates a new
parliament of three segregated cham-
bers — one chamber for the whites,
one for the so-called ‘‘coloreds’”
(those of mixed race), and one for the
people of East Indian descent. The
whites make up 15% of the population,
while the coloreds and Indians to-
gether total 12% — there are 2.7 mil-
lion coloreds and 870,000 Indians.

But for the 23 million blacks who
constitute 73% of the population there
is not even a token attempt to offer
franchise rights. The new constitution,
in effect, represents a racist provoca-
tion against the black majority and is
also a crude attempt to split their non-
white allies away from them.

For the colored and Indian people
there is no real representation. The
constitution merely gives some limited
and strictly token rights to certain poli-
ticians from these communities who
choose to collaborate with the racist

Continued on page 6
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Today one can hardly open a news-
paper or turn on the TV without hear-
ing about the ‘‘great recovery,’”’ the
‘‘unprecedented’’ rebound. What
caused it? Will it last? Is it due to
Reagan? Questions abound. The Re-
publicans crow while the Democrats
say it won'’t last.

A better question would be: where is
it? The official unemployment statis-
tics have improved somewhat from the
worst depths of the misery of 1981-82
up to — up to what? Up to the situa-
tion prevailing at the miserable close
of the Carter administration. And, in
fact, long years of depression have re-
sulted in millions more ‘‘discouraged
workers”” who aren’t counted in the
unemployment  figures.  Indeed,
according to government statistics,
the number of poverty-stricken work-
ers — both those unemployed and
those employed at jobs that pay so
little that one cannot hold together
body and soul — is higher today than
in the economic low point of 1981-82.

What has happened? There has
been a slight upturn in the midst of a
continuing economic depression. The
1980’s are proving to be a decade of
stagnation and depression. But even in
a depression, there are ups and

As the peliticians debate about recovery

The rich get richer and
‘the poor get' poorer

downs. What is ‘‘unprecedented’’ is
not the slight upturn, the ‘‘recovery,”
but the extent to which the capitalists
have p‘oved capable of making profits
in a depression while the masses suf-
fer more than ever.

What has rebounded is profits. This
is why the capitalists are in ecstasy.
In the second quarter of this year,
profits were running a full 26%
higher than the previous year. Presi-
dents of the Fortune 500 companies
are giving themselves million-dollar
bonuses while slashing the wages of
their blue-collar employees. American
business is ‘‘standing tall’’ — gorging
itself on wealth while millions wonder
where their next meal will come from.

The rich are getting richer, while
the poor get poorer. This is the funda-
mental feature of the so-called ‘‘re-
covery.”” This is the ‘‘secret’” of
Reaganomics, the ‘‘secret’’ that ex-
plains why all the politicians who serve
the wealthy — whether Democrat or
Republican, whether Mondale or
Reagan — accept the basic premises of
Reaganomics. And this is the ‘‘secret”’
that explains why the masses are
seething with discontent despite all

*Continued on Hext page
See ‘“‘RECOVERY”’

‘job security’

e first round of auto contract talks

“conduded September 21 when the

ﬂead rship of the United Auto Workers
UAW) signed a tentative pact with
oMy

The agreement is being praised as a
‘“‘model’’ contract which supposedly
creates an ‘‘innovative’’ approach to
]ob security. But, in fact, the key
features of this deal are that it grants
GM an unlimited license to eliminate
jobs and that it gives the capitalists the
right to violate the national contract
in & new drive for plant-by-plant wage
cuts and other concessions.

The UAW leaders claim that the era
of concessions are over. But what does
this new contract show? It demon-
strates that the workers must step up
the struggle against the concessions
offensive of the capitalists.

Even before the contract talks be-
gan, GM officials made it clear that
they aré not satisfied with the more
than $6 billion in profits they are rak-
ing in this year. At the cost of hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs and enor-
mous takebacks from the workers, GM
and the other auto monopolies are
making the greatest profits in their
history. But the auto.giants complain
that they must be ‘‘more competitive™
and, th‘ refore, the workers must pay.

The head of the slave drivers,
Ronald Reagan himself, declared that
the a@to workers must ‘‘show re-
straint’’ in their demands.

Now that the main provisions of the

tentati{'e contract have been revealed °

it is clear that the UAW leaders have
gotten down on their knees before
Reagan and the capitalists’ conces-
sions drive.

It is up to the rank-and-file auto
workers to resist this new assault on
their jobs and livelihood.

The GM workers are not alone in
this battle. The new contract has been
made the pattern for talks with Ford

land has said the ‘‘unprecedented’’
pact should be followed in negotia-
tions in other industries and capitalist
spokesmen have proclaimed the deal
to be a “‘model’’ of ‘‘restraint’”’ which
workers everywhere must follow. GM
workers must resist this new con-
cessions deal to defend themselves.
But more than that. Resistance is
important to help workers everywhere
who desire to mount a struggle
against the concessions drive of the
capitalists.

Guaranteeing GM’s Right
- to Eliminate Jobs

It is claimed that the new GM con-
tract guarantees job security. This is
a lie. What it guarantees is GM’s right
to eliminate jobs.

The Wall Street_Journal, a leading
mouthpiece for big monopolies,
emphasized this point in their praise
for the new contract: ‘It is especially
good because of the productivity im-
provements that GM could achieve
under the pact. In internal documents
that leaked out earlier this year, GM
indicated that it hopes to reduce its
work force by 60,000 to 120,000 work-
ers in the next two years. The new
contract gives GM the ﬂexlbﬂity to do
that — at a $1 billion price.” (Wall
Street Journal, September 24, 1984,
emphasis added)

Of course $1 billion over six years is
small change for a company raking in

Defeat the new auto concessions deal!

over $6 billion a year. But even this
amount will be paid for by the workers
through job-eliminating productivity
measures and other concessions. The
Wall Street Journal stresses that,
‘‘...almost by definition, the deeper
GM digs into the $1 billion, the greater
its productivity gains. Assuming that
these next two contracts last six years,
the $1 billion comes to $167 million a
year — or about the cost of one new
paint shop in one new auto plant.”

No wonder the capitalists are so
enthusiastic for this contract.

The ‘‘Job Opportunity Bank’’:
An Orderly Way to Eliminate Jobs

With such an enormous job elimina-
tion program, GM could expect major
explosions as the workers get organ-
ized for a determined battle to defend
their jobs. But the new contract pro-
vides GM with an orderly system of job
elimination.

In the first place, the contract splits
the workers up into their individual
plants and puts the UAW bureaucrats
on the committees that will organize
job elimination plant by plant.The
September 27 Detroit News points out
that the contract ‘‘sets up local, area
and national committees to run the
banks and study ways to improve
efficiencies at GM plants, even if
that means waiving or changing parts
of the national contract.”’ (emphasis’

: Continued on page 4
See AUTO

As the first anniversary of Reagan’s invasion nears

Down With the
U.S. OCcupatlon of Grenada!

and, later, with Chrysler. What is See page 7
more, AFL-CIO president Lane Kirk-
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War is ‘peace’, Poverty is ‘prosperity’

Reagan’s Double-Speak

The Reagan campaign has been
packaged and produced by the same
school of slick advertisers that sell
trash on television. A smiling and sin-
cere-looking gentleman comes on the
screen to testify that product X will
improve your health, save your pocket-
book, add to your sex appeal, and gen-
erally ‘‘make you feel good again.”

" Too bad that product X has no proven

value for humans and just happens to
cause cancer in laboratory animals. In
fact, Ronald Reagan’s decades of ex-
perience in Hollywood and as a tele-
vision frontman for General Electric
make him just the right man for such a
flimflam campaign.

But selling the program of the in-
cumbent president is not quite the
same as selling mouthwash. The
smiles become the tools of cynical
manipulation; and the lies resemble
the infamous ‘‘double-speak’ of the
barbaric dictatorship portrayed in
George Orwell’s 1984.

- War Is ‘‘Peace’’

The rhetoric of Reagan’s 1984 cam-

paign is taking Orwellian ‘“‘double-
speak’’ to its height.

Reagan is spending hundreds of bil-
lions for a ‘‘winnable nuclear war.”
And he is unleashing new military
adventures to enslave the peoples of
Central America and other lands. But
no one, god forbid, should think that
all this unbridled militarism is for war.

As Reagan put it at the Republican

convention: ‘‘Some have forgotten
why we have a military. ...It’s to be
prepared for peace.”’ To back up this
idea, Reagan pointed out that over the
gate of a strategic nuclear bomber
base in Washington State hangs the
sign ‘‘Peace is our Profession.’’

In the same speech Reagan boasted
that ‘‘America is the most peaceful,
least warlike nation in modern his-
tory.’”’ Indeed, from Reagan’s stand-
point no one on earth could match the
‘‘peacefulness’’ of the U.S. imperial-
ists. Who else in recent decades has
inflicted such inhuman slaughter as
the U.S. war of aggression in Viet
Nam? Who else has played the role of
world policeman, trampling on so
many peoples all over the globe

(Chile, Iran, Indonesia, the Phil-
ippines, Dominican Republic, etc.
etc.)? Who else but the imperialist
rulers of the U.S. and the USSR have
filled the oceans and skies with hydro-
gen bombs, threatening the world with
thermonuclear destruction?

eagan has dragged out the old
warmongers’ slogan ‘‘peace through
strength’’ and is making no bones
about what it means: ‘‘Peace’’ through
nuclear superiority and ‘‘first strike’’
capability; ‘‘peace’” through /mili-
tary invasions and bloodletting in the
Caribbean, Central America, and the
Middle East; in short, ‘‘peace through

war.
The Police State Is ‘‘Freedom”’

For four years Reagan has been
beefing up the FBI, the CIA, and the
other police agencies against poten-
tial domestic opponents. He has been
pushing one draconic law after the
next to persecute strikers, demon-
strators and revolutionary activists. He
has been backing the racist Simpson-
Mazzoli bill to persecute and terrorize
immigrant workers.

Building up the police state is one
side of Reagan’s ‘‘unfinished social
agenda.”” The other side is to give
moral and-financial encouragement to
racist academies, and to put the wor-
ship of racism, militarism and reli-
gious obscurantism as the first priori-
ties of public education. Who knows,
maybe in his second term Reagan will
make official what has been unofficial
so far and appoint the right-wing reli-
gious bigot Jerry Falwell to a new
cabinet post of Christian Self-Right-
eousness and Public Morals.

And as you might suspect, Reagan
has drawn up this ‘‘social agenda” of
police state repression, racism and
religious bigotry in the name of
realizing ‘‘the ultimate in individual
freedom.”’

Poverty Is ‘‘Prosperity”’

Moreover, according to Reagan, the
last years of strikebreaking, wage
cutting and man-eating speedup of the
workers, combined with the shameless
robbery of the jobless and hungry to
make sure that the rich grow even
richer, is opening ‘‘new eras of oppoi-
tunity.’’ In the eyes of the Reaganites
and millionaires, the declining real
wages, the hardships of the ten mil-
lion unemployed, the steady growth
of poverty, are all signs of their|
‘‘springtime of hope,”’ carrying the
promise of ‘‘permanent prosperity.’’

For the Class Struggle Against
the Reaganite Offensive!

Of course, there is logic and pur-
pose to this Orwellian madness. The
capitalist system is bogged down in
economic crisis and all-sided decay;
and the capitalist ruling class offers no
escape. Its only solution is to squeeze
the working people at home and
abroad for bigger profits and to lash
out with the whip of repression and
military intervention against the re-
volts of the workers and oppressed.
That is why the monopolies have in-
stalled Reagan as the mouthpiece of
their crusade of hunger, reaction and
war. And to justify this desperate
policy they are dishing out the most
desperate lies and Reaganite double-
speak.

It must be stress?d that Reagan has
no monopoly on lies and demagogy.
Mondale and the Democrats are com-
peting hard and fast in this depart-
ment, trying to prove themselves as,
equally unashamed warmongers and
reactionaries.

The Reaganite offensive is a bi-
partisan assault of monopoly capital.
Whichever candidate wins in Novem-
ber, this offensive against the liveli-
hood and rights of the working people
and the feverish drive for new wars
will continue without letup.

Reagan’s campaign is simply the
advance advertising for what the
capitalist ruling class has in store. The
working class and people must take up
this challenge; their reply must be the
class struggle against the Reaganite
offensive. O

MONDALE:

A PEACE CANDIDATE

WHO STANDS FOR WAR

Walter Mondale is trying to pass
himself off as a peace candidate. The
Democrats and their supporters are
trying to sell their ticket to the mil-
lions who are deeply concerned with
Reagan’s mad drive for nuclear superi-
ority and a ‘‘winnable’’ nuclear war.
““Yes, Mondale too is for the nuclear
buildup,’’ the salesmen for the Demo-
crats admit, ‘‘but at least he will re-
duce the threshhold of danger.”

Similarly, the Democratic Party
apologists want to sell their candidate
to those who want to fight against U.S.
intervention in Central America. ‘‘If
nothing else,’’ they argue, ‘‘Mondale
will provide some breathing space for
the Nicaraguans, Salvadorans and
other peoples facing U.S. interven-
tion.”’

But to sell this hogwash about
‘‘thresholds’’ and *‘breathing spaces,”’
they have to hope that no one pays any
attention to what Mondale actually
stands for. They have to hope, for
example, that no one reads Mondale’s
recent interview on foreign affairs with
The New York Times. This is because
this extensive interview shows once
again that ‘‘peace candidate’’ Mon-
dale is committed to matching Reagan
step for step in U.S. military inter-
vention around the globe, in the war
buildup and in the nuclear arms race.

Mondale Promises More Guns
for the Salvadoran Dictators and
“Interdiction’’ and ‘‘Quarantine’’
Against the Nicaraguan People

Just what kind of ‘‘breathing space’’
is Mondale promising the Central

American peoples?

First of all, Mondale agrees with all
of the big lies Reagan uses to back up
his big stick imperialist policy. Mon-
dale portrays the popular upheaval in
Central America as a problem of U.S.
‘‘security dimensions’’ in the face of
Soviet-Cuban-Nicaraguan aggression.
And on this basis he promises to con-
tinue the U.S. intervention there,
intervention to drown the revolution-
ary struggles of the Central American
peoples in blood.

For El Salvador Mondale promises
to support the U.S. puppet govern-
ment of Napolean Duarte, ‘‘including
military support.’”’ (For all references
see The New York Times, September
18, 1‘984) In other words, he promises
to continue the flow of guns and bombs
so that the fascist military officers and
death squads can continue the massa-
cre of the Salvadoran workers and
peasants.

Like Reagan, Mondale denounces

* the revolution in Nicaragua as ‘‘totali-

tarian’’ and promises to ‘‘continue to
press’’ Nicaragua to change its ways.
He echoes Reagan’s lies about alleged
Nicaraguan aggression and declares
‘‘we should try to quarantine Nicara-
gua if it uses any force outside of its
borders.”’

Mondale claims that he will alleged-
ly cut off support for the CIA-backed
contras because it is ‘‘counterpro-
ductive’’ and ineffective in ‘‘pressing”’
Nicaragua. But in the same breath
Mondale says that he ‘‘would continue
to interdict, because I think the Nicara-

Continued on page 11
See MONDALE-WAR

Reagan’s “tax cuts’: For

Lying has always been part of the
electoral campaigns of capitalist poli-
ticians. Hoodwinking the voters with
promises of tax cuts and a chicken in
every pot is what bourgeois politicking
is all about. In this regard it must be
admitted that Ronald Reagan is truly a
master of the art. No one can beat him
in the brazen lie. Facts, no matter how
well known and undeniable, are never
a problem. The further from the truth
the better. And then the lie is repeated
as many times as possible.

In this election, taxes are Reagan’s
favorite topic to lie about. ‘‘America is
standing tall again.”” Why? Because
Reagan has ‘‘freed’’ the people from
high taxes. And at the Republican
convention in Dallas he promised that
if he is reelected taxes will be reduced
so far that ‘‘no one will be able to hold
America back, and the future will be
ours.”’

What a brave “‘tax cutter’’ and what
miracles his ‘‘tax cuts’’ will bring.

But what are the facts? For the vast
majority there has been no tax cut
during Reagan’s first term. Quite the
opposite. The income taxes of 80% of
all taxpayers actually increased,
although for 18.9% of taxpayers the

increase was small. And the lower
your income the more they increased.
with workers earning less than $10,000
a year paying a 22% higher tax rate in
1984 than they did in 1981.

Only taxpayers earning over $30,000
a year got any tax cut at all, and unless
you earned over $50,000 a year these
cuts were a mere 1%. But if you
earned over $100,000 a year then you
received very substantial cuts of 8% or
15% or more. Too bad that less than
1% of all taxpayers earned enough to
enjoy the big fruits of Reagan’s tax
cuts. i

In other words, despite all of Rea-
gan’s crowing, for the vast majority
the tax burden has continued to grow.
There has been no tax cut, only a tax
shift, lifting the taxes on the million-
aires. Besides the changes in the
income taxes this shift has meant cuts
in corporate taxes as well.

Reagan Is Out to Tax the
Workers’ Fringe Benefits

Walter Mondale is boasting that if
he is elected he will make the ‘‘tough
choice’’ of raising the people’s taxes.
And he accuses Reagan of not *‘show-

Who is _really enjoying tax cuts from Reagan’s tax reform? This chart is a
comparison of tax rates by income from 1982 to 1984. (Figures are based on
1981 income levels and adjusted for inflation and higher Social Security
taxes.) 5
;{ v
INCOME % OF TAXPAYERS % CHANGE IN TAX RATE
Under $10,000 34.2%y\: +22.0
$10-15,000 14.7% 79.9% of all taxpayers  +7.0
are paying more now
$15-20,000 12.1% than in 1982 +2.0
$20-30,000 18.9% +0.2
34.1% have had little
$30-50,000 15.2% change in tax rates -1.0
$50-100,000 4.0% -3.0
4.9%, the wealthiest,
$100-199,090 0.7% are enjoying Reagan’s -8.0
tax cut
Over $200,000 0.2% -15.0
Source for statistics: Robert S. Mcintyre and Dean C. Tipps, Inequity and
Decline, 1983, pp. 23-25.

whom?

ing his cards’’ and saying before-
hand whether or not he is going to
raise taxes after the election. But
Reagan has ‘‘shown his cards’’ many
times and they all show heavier taxes
on the working people.

Among other things, Reagan has
repeatedly requested Congress to take
steps towards taxing workers' health
and life insurance premiums and other
fringe benefits paid by employers.

Last month, Alicia H. Munnell,
senior vice-president of the Federal
Reserve Bank of Boston, reported to a
House committee that: ‘‘Personal
income tax revenues would have been
almost 22% higher if employee bene-
fits were taxed in the same manner as
wage and salary income.’’ In other
words, if Reagan’s objective was car-
ried out in full it would mean a whop-
ping 22% tax increase on the back of
the working class.

That is how the great ‘‘tax cutter’’
will liberate the people from the
burden of taxation. He will raise taxes
on the working people so high that the
Reagan estate and the other wealthy
moneygrubbers won’t have to pay a
cent; and, as Reagan put it so well, the
‘‘future will be ours.”’

Taxes for the Bankers
and the Generals

Despite the mountains of rhetoric,
taxes are higher and the spending is
higher than ever. The heavy cuts in
social programs for the workers and
the unemployed are more than made
up for just by the increased plunder of
the treasury by the bankers and finan-
ciers. Debt payments to the.- Wall
Street parasites have swelled to more
than $100 billion a year. Meanwhile,
this year’s Pentagon budget has
reached $300 billion a year and is
going up fast.

The working people are being
robbed blind to pay for these stagger-
ing sums for the bankers and the
generals’ preparations for war. And
no amount of election year lies from
the lackeys of the capitalists is going
to stop this robbery. d

Mondale promises the people

I\_Ilqre cutbacks, more taxes, and more
billions for the capitalists and generals

Walter Mondale continues to press
his campaign theme that he is no idle
dreamer, no wishful do-gooder. Oh no.
He is the candidate of ‘‘realism.”’ He
is the candidate who can make the
“‘tough choices.’’ This is how Mondale
is selling himself to the capitalists as
the best candidate for turning the
screws on the working people.

Take, for example, the deficit issue.
Accusing Reagan of having a secret
plan to deal with the $200 billion
deficits, Mondale has come out with a
budget plan, declaring ‘‘Mr. Reagan,
all my cards are on the table — face
up.”’ But a glance at Mondale’s cards
shows that he is playing Reagan’s
game; Mondale has put on the table
the same Reaganite program of assault
on the workers and the poor.

Mondale boasts that his budget is
‘‘tough,’’ that it’s ‘‘a hard, realistic
plan — not a wish list.”’ Sure enough,
for the vast majority of working people
it calls for plenty of hardship and suf-
fering. But for the rich, for the big
capitalists, Mondale promises to con-
tinue Reagan’s shower of gold.

Moye Cutbacks for the Workers
and the Poor

As the self-styled candidate of ‘‘fair-
ness’’ for the workers and the poor,
you might think that Mondale would at
least make a gesture of opposing
Reagan’s cuts in relief for the unem-
ployed and poverty-stricken. Over the
last three-and-a-half years, Reagan
has cut the already far too meager re-
lief programs to the bone, while the
crying need for these programs has
grown greater than ever.

But Mondale doesn’t even hint at
restoring Reagan’s cuts, much less at
expanding these programs beyond the
pre-Reagan levels to meet the in-
creased need. On the contrary. Mon-
dale promises that during his first
term he will not spend a single penny
more than Reagan’s forecasted budget
for unemployment, welfare, food, and
health care programs. What’s more,
Mondale promises to slash these pro-
grams by $20 billion more than Reagan
will, including a $12 billion cut in
health care for the poor.

- Mondale pledges that these addi-
tional cuts in social programs will
allow for a $30 billion increase in
public works projects and other ‘‘in-
vestments in the future.”’ Presumably,
dam building, ‘‘high tech’ research
and other pork barrel projects for the
big engineering firms and contractors
is more ‘‘realistic’’ (that is to say more
profitable) than feeding the sunem-
ployed. :

More Taxes

As proof of his ability to make
‘‘tough’’ unpopular choices, Mondale
is running on a platform of raising
taxes. Of course, Mondale is quite
right when he says that taxes on the
working people have continued to rise
under Reagan despite the tax cuts for
the millionaires, and that Reagan will
raise taxes again after the elections.
But Mondale is the first major presi-
dential candidate in modern history to
campaign on the promise of tax hikes.

Mondale promises that his tax hikes
will be ‘‘fair’’ and place the greatest
burden on the upper income brackets
and corporations. But it must be
remembered that this is the same
candidate who only last January en-
dorsed, the Democrats’ ~Bradley-
Gephardt tax reform bill. This bill
would add hundreds of dollars to the
average workers’ taxes by, among
other things, counting employer-paid
health insurance and other benefits as
taxable income. And these are the
same Democrats and the same Mon-
dale who, at their convention in July,
have pledged themselves to the ‘‘real-
ism’’ of opposing ‘‘business taxes that
weaken our economy.’’

Mondale can’t have his cake and eat
it too; it has to be one way or another.
Undoubtedly, if candidate Mondale
becomes president Mondale, ‘‘real-
ism’’ will triumph over ‘‘fairness.’”’
And Mondale will opt for the Reagan
policy, which was also the policy of the
Carter-Mondale administration. This
is the ‘‘realistic’’ program of shifting
the burden of taxes from the capitalist
millionaires and onto the backs of the
working people.
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Mondale Promises More Bang
for the Buck '

In short, Mondale promises to be

“‘tough’’ on the hungry and jobless
and to sock the working people with
more taxes. But ‘when it 'comes to the
corporate war merchants and Penta-
gon generals it’s a whole different
story.
_ Over the next four years Reagan
promises to push the military buildup
full speed ahead. Military spending
will continue to grow at 7% a year in
real terms after inflation. This means
that at the end of Reagan’s second
term, the annual Pentagon budget will
have soared from $160 billion in 1981,
to well over $400 billion in 1989.

The working people are being
robbed of these countless billions for
imperialist wars to trample on the
peoples of Central America and other
countries, and to perfect ever more
sophisticated devices of mass slaugh-
ter. But robbery for some is a gold
mine for others. These billions are
finding their way to the bank vaults of
General Dynamics, Rockwell Interna-
tional and the other corporate war con-
tractors. The Pentagon’s cornucopia of
$7,000 screwdrivers and cost-plus con-
tracts is a source of astronomical prof-
its for the capitalist moneybags.

But what does ‘‘peace candidate’’
Mondale have'to say about this rush to
war? What does this man of ‘‘fair-
ness’’ propose to do about this fantas-
tic profiteering at the expense of the

- working people? He too pledges to

push forward the war buildup. Instead
of what he calls the ““‘reckless Reagan
binge’’ of a 7% real annual increase,
Mondale promises a ‘‘steady, sustain-
able”” 4-5% real increase. What a
peacenik! Reagan is rushing down
the highway of imperialist war pre-
parations at 100 miles per hour; but
Mondale warns of the reckless speed
and calls for a “‘steady, sustainable”
95 miles per hour.

Even the Democrats will admit that
the couple of percentage points of
difference between the war budgets of
Reagan and Mondale are just a drop in
the ocean of Pentagon spending. The
real dividing line between the two,
they claim, is where the money will go.
Mondale says that he will reorient the
war budget ‘“‘away from unnecessary
procurement and toward increased
preparedness.”’ That is Mondale will
spend more on putting the Pentagon’s
present war machinery on a war foot-
ing; and he will allegedly save money
by replacing the MX missile and the
B-1 bomber with other, more efficient,
missile and bomber systems.

In other words, the Democrats are
drawing the line with the Republicans
that it is Mondale, not Reagan, who
can deliver the most bang for the buck.

Continued on page 11
See MONDALE PROMISES




Thousands demonstrate in Boston
against Reagan's war drive

On September 22, six thousand
people rallied on the Boston Common
to protest the U.S. government’s war
preparations and aggression abroad.
The demonstrators came in three
marches after gathering at different
assembly points around the city. This
was the first major anti-war demon-
stration in Boston in a year and again
reflected the sentiment of the working
people and youth of Boston to fight the
Reaganite war drive.

The protest was organized by the
September 22 Coalition, a coalition
strongly influenced by social-demo-
cratic and pacifist forces. It was held
under the general slogan ‘‘Peace —
not war — in "84.”’ This was in essence
a slogan to call for voting Democrat
against Reagan. The social-democrats
had wanted to make the protest into
an election rally for the Democrats but
they were neot able to give directly pro-
Democrat slogans because of wide-
spread skepticism towards the Demo-
crats in the anti-war movement. The

September 22 Coalition leaders
wanted to get the message out to vote
Democrat this November but they did
not want to discredit themselves
thoroughly by too many affectionate
kisses for Walter Mondale. After all,
Mondale had only recently boasted of
his warmongering stand by defending
the invasion of Grenada and threaten-
ing to ‘‘quarantine Nicaragua.”

But the politics in support of the
Democratic Party were not the only
politics represented at the demonstra-
tion. The Boston Branch of the Marx-
ist-Leninist Party and the forces
around the progressive newspaper at
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, The Student, represented the
stand of struggle against imperialism
and both the big capitalist parties.

Prior to the demonstration, the

Boston Branch of the MLP brought out -

an issue of its newspaper Boston
Worker calling on the workers and
youth of Boston to take part in the
September 22 demonstration. Large

numbers of the paper were distributed
at street corners, in the factories and
schools. The Boston Worker strongly
denounced the Reaganite war drive in
Central America and explained that a
struggle against aggression requires
mass struggle against imperialism,

independent of the capitalist parties. It -

showed that supporting the Democrats
amounts to abandoning a real struggle
to chase illusions.

The Student also carried an article
calling for participation in the Septem-
ber 22 protest in its first issue this fall.
This article too showed that support-
ing the Democrats is absolutely no
answer to U.S. imperialism’s aggres-
sion.

At the September 22 protest itself,
a joint contingent was organized by the
MLP and The Student. 1t was also
joined by a number of activists from
the Union of Anti-Imperialist Students
in Buffalo. The contingent distributed
revolutionary literature, sang a num-
ber of anti-imperialist songs and

shouted militant slogans.

At the rally itself, it could be seen
that there was widespread skepticism
towards the Democrats generally and
especially disgust with Walter Mon-
dale. Even a number of high school
students from the suburbs who came
carrying placards in support of Kerry,
Democratic candidate for the Senate,
were receptive to slogans against the
Democrats.

The Boston protest shows that there
continues to be strong ferment among
the working masses and youth to fight
the U.S. war drive. It also demon-
strated that there is widespread skep-
ticism about the Democrats as an alter-
native to the Reaganite warmongers.
This skepticism needs to be channeled
towards determination to take action
against imperialist war, independent
of both the capitalist parties. The
Marxist-Leninist Party and The
Student worked precisely towards
that goal. O

Waynesboro, Georgia

Black Peopl

Over the weekend of August 18-19,
black residents of the small rural town
of Waynesboro, Georgia took to the
streets in a rebellion against the police
murder of Larry Gardner. On the day
before, Gardner, a 32-year old black
man, had been arrested on a charge
of alleged shoplifting. In a situation all
too familiar to the black community he
died in police custody. The police story
was that Gardner died of ‘‘heat
exhaustion.”

The people did not believe the police
story. There were witnesses who saw
Larry being beaten by the cops. His
family found it hard to believe that he
would die of heat exhaustion when he
was in good health and worked in the
sun laying bricks and blocks. Besides,
racist harassment of blacks by the
police is a regular feature of life in
Waynesboro.

Hundreds of people gathered in
angry protest outside the Waynesboro
courthouse on Saturday. By the
evening, the anger of the black masses
grew into a militant rebellion. Both
that night and the next, the masses
expressed their outrage with rock
throwing and fire bombings.

Over a hundred police descended
into the town to put down the black
people’s struggle. The sheriff enforced
an 8 p.m. curfew; an 11 p.m. curfew
was already in effect ostensibly
against loitering by young people.
At least 20 people, all blacks, were
thrown in jail for curfew violations.

The police also brought in various

&

e Rebel Against Racist Police Murder

demonstrator denounces the Rev. Julia Bell, presiden of the local NAACP chaptor,

in front of the county courthouse in Waynesboro, Georgia. Bell was trying to ‘‘calm down’’ protestors
who demanded an explanation for the death in police custody of Lar‘fy Gardner.

local misleaders of the black people to
subdue the anger of the black masses.
At the Saturday demonstrations these
people called on the masses to trust
the police story and go home. But the
people refused to accept this advice
and denounced the reformist mis-
leaders to their face. On August 21,
these misleaders, including the local
preacher who is president of the
NAACP, joined with the police in
holding a town meeting where they
read out the results of a second

autopsy, which also exonerated the
police. The meeting became the scene
of militant denunciations by the audi-
ence, who not only condemned the

" murder of Larry Gardner but also pro-

tested ‘against the police brutality
which is a regular feature of life for the
black people.

The rebellion in Waynesboro is a
sign of the deep ferment that is gather-
ing among the oppressed black masses
against the oppression they suffer in
this country. The wanton shooting of

black people by police and racist
gangsters is a daily feature of life. The
Waynesboro rebellion shows the
potential strength among the black
people for rising in struggle against
racism and national oppression. It
also shows the gulf that separates the
black masses who want to fight racism
and the reformist misleaders who
believe in compromise with the racists.

&
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Reagan denounced in Buffalo

On September 12, when Reagan
traveled to Buffalo, NY, 400 people
came out to demonstrate against him.
Students, anti-imperialist activists and
other people came from across the
city. As well, workers joined the
demonstration on their lunch time.
The protest militantly opposed Rea-
gan’s attacks on the working masses
and his imperialist warmongering.

The MLP, among other organiza-
tions, participated in this demonstra-
tion against the hated warmonger.
The Party supporters shouted slogans
against Reagan’s war on Nicaragua
and in support of the workers and
peasants of Central America. The
Party’s banner was quite popular. On
one side it denounced both the Demo-
crats and Republicans as ‘‘Twin
Parties of the Rich.”’ It called ‘‘All Out
Against Reagan!’’ on the other side.
Several people commented in support
of the MLP banner, noting that it was
the only banner against both parties
of the rich. One unemployed worker
said: ‘‘You're right, there’s not 10¢
difference between Reagan and Mon-
dale!”” Some workers also said they

. liked the MLP slogans best over all the

others because of the Party’s support
for +international struggles and the
Party’s militant denunciation of
Reaganomics and Reagan’s stepped-
up racist attacks.

The: MLP was active in building for
this demonstration. Over a thousand

Worker's Advocates and Party leaflets
were distributed at factories, in the
community and at the schools calling
on people to protest against this arch-
reactionary representative of the rich.

The Union of Anti-Imperialist
Students (UAIS) participated with the
MLP in this demonstration, distribut-
ing their newsletter, the Buffalo
Anti-Imperialist Newsletter (BAIN)
and militantly denouncing Reagan’s
aggression against the Central Ameri-
can people.

Both Democratic and Republican
politicians rubbed elbows with Rea-
gan. Democratic Mayor James Griffin
slobberéd praises to Reagan; how
Reagan is such a ‘‘regular guy”’
he’ll even eat lunch with politicians
who didn’t finish high schooll As this
disgusting example of bootlicking was
taking place, demonstrators were pre-
paring to give Reagan the proper
send-off. As Reagan was leaving
Buffalo, protesters lined the streets
shouting slogans and booing him. At
this point, more people from the
community had joined the demon-
stration showing how broad the senti-
ment against Reagan is in Buffalo.

In spite of the social-democratic
politics promoted by the labor bureau-
crats of the UAW and other oppor-
tunists, the atmosphere was militant.
Strong anti-Reagan sentiment exists
among the masses, as evidenced by
the broad demonstration in Buffalo. (]

Latinos fight racist attacks

What happened in Lawrence, Massachusetts

(The following article is based on an
article in the Boston Worker, news-
paper of the Boston Branch of the
MLP, August 14, 1984.)

On the evening of August 8 and 9,
the Spanish-speaking community in
Lawrence, Massachusetts, rose up in
a powerful rebellion. Contrary to the
lies of the capitalist media, the fight-
ing was not senseless, nor was it a
family feud, nor was it a general fight
between Puerto Ricans and whites.
The so-called ‘‘riots’’ were a revolt of
the Puerto Rican and Dominican work-
ers and youth against the disgusting
discrimination and harassment they
have suffered at the hands of the
employers, the government, the police
and a section of white racists. The
battle cry of the militant community
was and is, ‘“We demand egual
rights,’’ ‘‘We demand respect!”’

Lawrence is a town where the work-
ing class is living under increasingly
difficult conditions. It is a classic
example of what the Reagan ‘‘recov-
ery’’ means for the working class. Un-
employment is the highest in the state,
four factories have closed since Jan-
uary and 20% of the population lives
below the poverty level. Funding for
schools has been cut to disastrous
levels to finance the Proposition 2%2
tax cuts for the rich. The big capitalists
who own the Digital, GCA, Hewlett
Packard and other plants in the
Merrimack Valley are taking advan-
tage of the misery of the workers to
increase profits by paying starvation
wages of $4 and $5 per hour. The
Puerto Rican and Dominican workers
are suffering the most. They make on
the average 40% less than the white
workers. In addition they and their
families suffer constant abuse from the
government authorities and racist
thugs.

In Lawrence, as elsewhere in this

country, the conditions demand a
united struggle of the working class
against the rich exploiters and their
government. With Reagan as their

spokesman, the rich are trying to -

stifle this revolt by poisoning the
workers’ minds with racism and step-
ping up discrimination against minor-
ities and immigrant workers.

It was in this atmosphere of a racist,
anti-working class offensive that the
revolt broke out in Lawrence. The
revolt was actually sparked by the pro-
vocative attacks of the police and their
friends, a gang of racists that hung out
at a segregated bar and a liquor store
at the corner of Oxford and Haverill
streets. Emboldened by the racism
that has been coming from the highest
levels of government, these racists
have stepped up their harassment of
the Puerto Rican people in the neigh-
borhood. For the past month they have
been insulting the Puerto Ricans that
walk by with racial slurs and threats.
They have also launched a number of
physical attacks.on people in the
neighborhood. Puerto Rican families
repeatedly demanded that the police
put an end to these attacks but the
police refused, openly displaying their
sympathy with the racists. On the
night of August 1 some members of
this racist gang threw a rock through
the window of a Puerto Rican family
showering glass.on a five-month old
baby. In spite of protests of neighbors,
police refused to arrest the culprits
and told people they were overreacting
to a minor incident.

But the campaign of racist harass-
ment had gone too far and it began to
blow up in the face of the government
authorities and their little helpers. The
militants in the community decided
that if the racists were to be stopped
they would have to take matters in
their own hands. On Wednesday after-
noon, August 8, several workers and

youth went as a delegation to the
liquor store and confronted the racists.
They told them that they did not want
trouble, but that if the harassment did
not stop they would take measures.
The racists responded with a chorus of
racist filth and a barrage of bottles,
one of which smashed in the face of a

' Puerto Rican worker. The Spanish-
speaking workers concluded that they
would have to take decisive measures,
so they retreated into the community
and began rallying forces for the mass
struggle.

Meanwhile, the racists tried to rally
support with lies that the Puerto
Ricans had started a fight. And of
course they called in their police pro-
tectors. At about 9 p.m. the police
assembled together with the racists
at the corner of Haverill and Oxford.
Many other whites and Puerto Ricans
also gathered along the street to see
what was going on. The police and the
civilian racists then began taunting the
Spanish-speaking people, who were
forming in small groups. Then the
police, carrying shotguns, formed a
column of three squad cars and began
to move through the community shout-
ing racial slurs at the people and
ordering them to get in their houses.
The arrogant facists received a reply
of rocks and bottles which sent them
running for their lives out of the lower
Tower Hill district!

A force of 200 to 300 minority work-
ers and youth then moved to confront
the racist gang at the top of Oxford
Street. Since most of the whites were
just watching and not supporting the
racists, the gang was quickly routed.
The anti-racists immediately put a
torch to the liquor store and the
apartment above it which was the
home of some of the racist thugs. They
also wrecked the racists’ bar. When
the fire engines came, these too met.a
hail of rocks — the community was

/

determined to eliminate the base of
operation of the racist gang.
By midnight the government sent
a detachment of 150 riot-equipped
state troopers against the community.
They took a number of the racists into
‘‘protective custody’’ while they
attacked the Spanish-speaking people
with tear gas, dogs and clubs. The
workers responded vigorously, many
arming themselves. There was street
fighting through the night.
Continued on page 5
See LAWRENCE

From ‘The Student’ newspaper at
Mass. Institute of Technology

‘What We
THE STUDENT §¢

Box 957 Cambridge, Massschusetts 02142 May 14, 1986

(The following article is reprinted from
the September 17, 1984 issue of The
Student, a newspaper published by
progressive students at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Ma.) '

The Student extends a hearty wel-
come to all students, especially to
freshmen and new graduate students.
We are the progressive voice of the
MIT students born out of the struggles
against racism and U.S. imperialism.
We began The Student last spring to
help organize the mass resistance to
the attacks by the MIT administration
which restrict the access of working
class and poor youth to higher educa-
tion. We helped organize demonstra-
tions against the tuition increase and
the Reaganite cutbacks in financial
aid. We have agitated against Presi-
dent Gray's plans to eliminate ‘‘need-
blind’’ admissions. Our analysis has
made it clear that these attacks are not
an isolated event at MIT, but that the
MIT Corp. is carrying out a common
program of the U.S. capitalists to re-
strict higher education to the sons and
daughters of the rich.

The Student has also worked hard to
build resistance to the racist offensive.
Led by the Reagan government, the
rich seek to turn back the clock and
wipe out the gains of the 1960’s
struggles for equal rights by the black
and Spanish-speaking peoples. Here
at MIT we helped to organize protests
against the unjustified - firing of
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs
Mary O. Hope, a well-liked reformist
administrator, and we exposed the
corporation’s plans to eliminate OME
(Office of Minority Education).

The Student works to build the mass
movement against U.S. imperialism
and militarism. The rich who un-

Stand For

leashed Reaganism against the work-
ing class, oppressed nationalities and
students in the U.S. are the same rich
imperialists who subjugate whole
nations abroad to extract golden
profits at slave wages. The Student
holds that all progressive people must
oppose this system of imperialism.
Last year we helped to organize and/or
participated in demonstrations against
the criminal invasion of Grenada, de-
nouncing war criminal Kissinger, in
solidarity with the fighting workers
and peasants of Central America, and
in support of the armed struggle of
the South African masses to smash the
racist apartheid system. We do not
support either the U.S. government or
the Soviet social-imperialists as they
compete for and divide the globe into
spheres of domination — the future
belongs mnot to the exploiters and
thieves, but to the toilers of the world.

We believe that Republican Presi-
dent Reagan is merely a puppet of
the rich, who are actively pursuing a
reactionary offensive on the working
class and poor, and that the Demo-
cratic Party has supported all of
Reagan’s social program cuts and
arms spending increases. We there-
fore call for a complete break with the
Democratic Party, which falsely por-
trays itself as the party of working
people. The only way to fight the
Reaganite offensive is with militant
mass struggle. The Student will work
in the Boston area to build a revolu-
tionary student movement independ-
ent of the two capitalist parties and in
solidarity with the working class and
poor. !

Defend the gains of the 1960's
against the Reaganite offensive!

Build the revolutionary student
movement, in solidarity with the work-
ing class and poor!

Down with the Republicans and
Democrats, impérialist parties of the
rich!

Political rights of students

(The following article is reprinted from
the September 17, 1984 issue of The
Student, a newspaper published by
progressive students at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Ma.)

Last year The Student came under
attack from various right-wing ele-
ments of the MIT campus. Most nota-
ble was the publication of a false issue
of The Student, which sought to con-
fuse student readers by misrepre-
senting several of our political posi-
tions. Also, the campus police blocked
access to a classroom in Building 4 for
a Political Discussion Group meeting,
and several supporters of The Student
were harassed by reformist and
careerist student politicians as well.
All of these actions are efforts by
reactionaries and social-democrats to
prevent students from reaching the
solid political conclusion that in order
to defend the gains of the 1960’s and
to support the liberation struggles
abroad, we must break with the re-
formists and build an independent
student movement allied with the
working class and poor.

Now the reactionaries are resorting
to more dirty tactics. They are now
offering bribes of various sorts to
student groups in exchange for their
renouncement of support for The Stu-
dent. Last week the leadership of
LUCHA (Chicano students) was told
by an Admissions Office employee
(who is an open Reagan supporter)
that MIT has been lenient long enough
with its funding of LUCHA, and that
the Institute is prepared to cut off all
funds if the group continues its politi-
cal aetivities. (For example, LUCHA
displays The Student in its Infinite
Corridor bulletin board.) The Admis-
sions employee then proceeded to
offer LUCHA funds for a freshmen
dinner, and he even offered to organ-
ize the event for them! What a cheap
price to gain access to the LUCHA po-
dium! *

On a similar note, LUCHA has been
contacted by the social-democratic
Cambridge Peace to cosponsor a bene-
fit concert at MIT for the people of
Central America. But only 24 hours
later the Peace representative in-
formed LUCHA that if they had any
contact with The Student they would

threatened

not be able to cosponsor the event with
them. In other words, if LUCHA stops
supporting the revolution of the work-
ers and peasants of Central America
and instead begins to campaign for
Mondale, then LUCHA can have the
‘‘honor’’ of cosponsoring the concert.
A social-democratic bribe, but bribery
nonetheless! ' y
Students! At stake is the demo-
cratic right of free thought and speech
on university campuses for which
students fought hard in the 1960’s.
LUCHA has come under pressure to
renounce its political position or face
a financial threat. The open threat
from the Admissions employee is
nothing less than an attack on student
free speech. The Student calls on all
students and faculty to oppose any

- attempt by MIT or any institution to

limit political debate, particularly at
this time when the U.S. is registering
youth for the draft as part of its war
preparations for Central America. [
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Simpson-Mazzoli bill bogged down in Congress, but

‘The fight against anti-immigrant legislation
must continue

The anti-immigrant Simpson-Maz-
zoli Bill has once again become bogged
down in Congress. This bill marks the
culmination of years of effort by the
capitalists to develop a comprehensive
law to persecute the immigrants. Both
the House and Senate have passed
their own versions of this reactionary
legislation. But after nine days of
recent negotiations, Senate and House
conferees were unable to resolve the
differences in the two versions. Since
Congress has been scheduled to ad-
journ in the first week of October, it
appears that a unified bill will not pass
during this session of Congress.

However it is certain that Congress
will take up next year where it left off
this year and that the capitalists will
continue to persecute the immigrants.
There can be no relenting in the
struggle against the Simpson-Mazzoli
bill and other reactionary anti-immi-
grant proposals.

The differences that stalled the
Simpson-Mazzoli Bill were not over
whether to intensify the repression
. and exploitation of immigrant labor.
The debate was merely over how to
attack the immigrants.

For example, there was agreement
to implement a phony ‘‘amnesty’’
program for ‘‘illegal’’ immigrants
which would lead to more deportations
and to the creation of a legal subcaste
of super-exploited workers who are ex-
cluded from even the most minimal
rights. There was also agreement to
beef up the Immigration and Natural-
ization Service so it can carry out more
gestapo-style raids on work places and
immigrant communities. As well, all
supported the increased use of tempo-
rary ‘‘guest workers’’ who live as
virtual slaves to the capitalist farmers
during the harvesting seasons and are
then expelled from the country. And
there was no dispute over establishing
a national ID tracking system to help
hound immigrants, militants and rev-
olutionary activists.

What the Senate-House talks broke
down over was the question of how to
implement the ‘‘employer sanctions’’
provision of the bill. Both sides
approved of fining capitalists who hire
undocumented workers. The capitalist
politicians know that such a provision
will result most of all in mass firings of

immigrants and restricting them in
practice to the most wretched sweat-
shops and labor camps. The only con-
troversy was over how to deal with the
fact that this provision will inevitably
encourage employers to discriminate
against all ‘‘foreign-looking’’ workers.

The House, admitting that this dis-
crimination would occur, hypocritically
passed a provision that would alleged-
ly ban discrimination against legal
aliens. In reality this meek proposal
merely allowed victims of discrimina-
tion to file complaints with a new
agency to be created in the Justice De-
partment. Thus, at best, the House bill
would first create conditions for kick-
ing immigrants out of their jobs and
having their job applications rejected.
Then the immigrants would receive

the ‘‘right’” 'to become tied up in
bureaucratic red tape, appealing for
relief from presidential appointees in
the Justice Department and from the
notoriously racist judicial system. This
provision clearly has less to do with
protecting the rights of immigrants,
than protecting the images of the
racist politicians who devised it.

But even this mild “‘safeguard’’ was
rejected by the Senate conferees,
leading to the current impasse. Bill co-
sponsor Alan Simpson (R-Wyo.) led
the opposition, fraudulently claiming
that the House proposal would mean
giving aliens an unfair advantage over
U.S. citizens seeking jobs! This chau-
vinist garbage was echoed by the other
co-sponsor, Representative Mazzoli
(D-Ky.) whose still milder version of

the House ‘‘anti-discrimination’’
proposal was also rejected by the
Senate. Mazzoli declared, “We are
buying American, we are building
American. Why shouldn’t employers
be able to hire Americans without suf-
fering a challenge for discrimination.”’
(New York Times, September 20, 1984,
p. 14) In other words, the capitalists
should be free to discriminate at will.
The vicious persecution of the
immigrants is part of the capitalist
offensive against all workers, both
native and foreign born. The working

class must link arms and come to the

defense of the immigrants. Down with
reactionary legislation against the
immigrants! Equality and full rights
for all immigrants! 2l

Down with INS raids against immigrants!

Although Congress failed to pass
the anti-immigrant legislation, the
bourgeoisie has continued its cruel
persecution of the immigrants.

In early August the Immigration and
Nationalization Service (INS) con-
ducted a series of raids against immi-
grant workers. In California’s ‘‘Silicon
Valley,”’ electronics plants have been
raided as part of ‘‘Operation Coopera-
tion.” In this program the employers
have been cooperating with the INS
authorities, fingering  suspected
“‘illegals.’’ The INS then swoops down
on the plants, arresting all the sus-
pects. Those arrested have been taken
hundreds of miles away to be bullied,
threatened and deported by the
authorities. Families are not even noti-
fied where the arrested immigrants
are being held. Besides the factory
raids, INS agents have also raided
shopping areas, dance halls and pri-
vate homes in the San Jose area
searching for the undocumented. All
told, several hundred people have
been deported through these raids.

Massive roundups of immigrant
workers also took place in the Dallas-
Fort Worth area of Texas. In a three-
day period, the INS agents arrested
1,060 suspected undocumented work-
ers at various factories and plants. The
arbitrary nature of the arrests can be

Starkist canning plant workers in Los Angeles protest against the firing of

hundreds of Mexican nationality workers who could not provide
documented proof of U.S. citizenship.

seen from the fact that of the 385
arrested on one day, only 110 were un-
documented immigrants. Clearly the
INS raids aim to terrorize the entire
national minority population.

The massive sweep through the Dal-
las-Fort Worth area was repeated on
an even grander scale at the end of
September. A record 1,144 suspected

undocumented workers fell prey to the
INS dragnet in a' three day period.
These raids show that as far as the
capitalists are concerned, the immi-
grants are simply animals to be
hunted down and slaves to be worked
to death. I o 4
Down with the racist INS raids! [

Defeat
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added)

In other words, thie national contract
means nothing. GM has been given
the right to eliminate jobs through
automation, job combinations, work
rule changes, speedups, unlimited
overtime, and so forth. The workers
from one plant will be forced to com-
pete with the workers at other plants
over who will give GM the greatest
concessions to ‘‘save’’ an ever shrink-
ing number of jobs. And the UAW
leaders will sit on the job-cutting com-
mittees to help GM keep the workers
under control.

In the second place, the contract
creates the *‘job opportunity bank’’ as
a means to placate the anger of laid
off workers with a promise that they
might get some relief.

The bank is supposed to provide pay
and benefits, job training, and even-
tually new jobs to those laid off. But
the program is a nightmare of re-
strictions and limitations which ensure
that few will ever see a cent.

The program doesn’t begin for six
months. It excludes the 200,000 who
have already lost their jobs, and pre-
sumably those who lose their jobs in
the next half year. GM can also ex-
clude workers who it decides lost their
jobs for ‘‘reasons beyond the jcontrol
of the company.’’ This escape clause is
already to be applied to jobs lost
through sales slumps and the selling
off of GM facilities, and can be applied
to almost anything GM wants. As well,
a worker can be excluded for refusing
any job, no matter how bad, that GM
offers.

What is more, various experts pre-
dict that only about 3,400 workers a
year could be put through this pro-
gram. This estimate is figured on the
basis of what GM claims is its total
compensation costs for each worker
each year. And this estimate does not

take into account, the high costs of-

administrating the program, of run-
ning job training, etc.

What this program means, above
all, is that instead of the power of the
600,000 auto workers being combined
to fight for jobs or a livelihood, each
worker is on his own, digging through
a mountain of red tape, and receiving
nothing or next to nothing in most
cases.

Plant-by-Plant Wage Cutting

Along with job elimination, the
contract allows GM to carry out wage
cutting on the local level.

The September 27 Detroit News re-
ports that the contract ‘‘includes
a provision for the union and GM to
discuss at the plant level whether
wage scale changes are needed.”

Here we have the typical ‘‘now you
see it, now you don’t”’ trick of the
capitalists. The GM contract grants
the workers a piddling wage increase
on the national level (for an assembler
20¢ an hour the first year and lump
sum payments, which are not rolled
into the base rate, that amount to
about 35¢ an hour for each of the
second and third years). Then the
same contract lets GM slash the work-
ers’ wages on the local level.

Here again, the workers at differ-
ent plants are thrown into competition

_ with each other and with low wage

sweatshops over who will ‘‘save jobs’’
by taking the biggest pay cuts.

A Stepped Up Takeback Offensive

In short, the contract guarantees
GM'’s right to conduct a wage and job-
cutting drive against each individual
plant unrestricted by any provisions in
the national agreement. This is an
innovative contract all right. We have
seldom seen a contract that stipulates
the company’s right to violate it.

With such provisions as these, the
contract raises the question of what is
the point of organizing into a trade
union. The workers formed unions in
order to put an end to competition

Striking GM workers at Van Nuys, California during the recent strike.’

among themselves and to combine in
common battle to defend the work-
ers’ interests against the encroach-
ments of the capitalists. The auto
workers, with some 600,000 members
concentrated in large factories, stand
as a powerful force against the capital-
ists.

But the UAW leaders are frittering
away this force. It is bad enough that
they have split up the GM, Ford, and
Chrysler workers to each separately
face their own company each contract
time. And it is bad enough that this
year, they only allowed a few plants to
strike GM, while keeping the majority
of workers producing profits for GM.
But now they have agreed to a contract
that forces the workers at each plant to
confront GM by themselves.

This is treachery pure and simple. If
the auto workers are to mount a strug-
gle against the capitalists, then they
must organize independently of the
UAW leaders.

Get Organized to Fight the Capitalists’
Concessions Drive

What the GM contract ensures,
most of all, is that the workers will
face an even stiffer battle against the
capitalists’ concessions offensive.

The rank-and-file GM workers must
get organized to fight this rotten con-
tract. By rejecting the new pact the
workers would put a spoke in the
wheels of the concessions drive; they

would make it more possible to use:

the strength of their numbers for a
real struggle to defend their jobs and
livelihood; and they would help to
inspire and stiffen the fighting will of

the new auto concessions deall!

all the auto workers.

But even if GM and the UAW
leaders manage to shove this deal
down the workers’ throats, the battle
is far from over. This contract opens
up a vicious drive for automation and
speedup, job elimination and wage

| Heat walkout
at a New York City factory

(The workers at a medium-sized manu-
facturing plant in New York City have
been engaged in a struggle against
suspensions in the wake of a heat
walkout. Below we reprint a leaflet in
support of this struggle issued by the
New York Metro Branch of the Marx-
ist-Leninist Party, USA on August 19,
1984.) v

On Friday, August 3, the workers of
one department at the company went
into action against the attacks of the
company. Nearly forty workers from
the second shift refused to resume
work that day and stood outside the
factory gates for several hours angrily
denouncing the company slave drivers
béfore returning home later ' that
evening. They were demanding the re-
instatement of five fellow workers
arbitrarily suspended after going
home the day before because they
were unable to work in the unbearable
heat inside the work place. They were
also demanding that the company turn
on the air conditioning, which is kept
shut off by the greedy moneybags who
couldn’t care less if a worker suffers a
heat stroke, just as long as they make a
good saving in their electricity bills.

This courageous action of the work-
ers won the reinstatement of four of
their suspended coworkers, as well as
the air conditioning that the workers
were demanding for their department.
The Personnel Manager was forced to
eat his own words and call the workers
back the following Monday. This is a
significant victory for the workers of
the department. It shows the impor-
tance of the mass action of the workers
to fight the attacks of the company.
And it shows the need to stand up
to the constant encroachments of the
company slave drivers upon the work-
ers’ rights.

Of course this lesson wasn’t lost to
the capitalist moneybags either. And
they have taken steps to try to prevent
the workers from drawing the correct ;
conclusion about the need for mass
struggle against the company. For one
thing, not all the suspended workers
were reinstated on Monday, August 6,
‘but the suspension was continued for
the shop steward who participated in
this action. The company wants to
make sure that the action does not go
unpunished, so it is unjustly suspend-
ing the shop steward for two weeks.

Moreover, the following Tuesday
the Personnel Manager went to the
department and talked to various
workers in order to try to intimidate
them by saying that the action had
been illegal and that he did not want
this to happen again. But it is clear

that it was the company who was
quaking in its boots at this instance of
mass action by the workers and was
trying to make sure that this is not re-
peated in the fyture and that it does
not spread to the rest of the factory.
Besides, the workers were in no mood
to disavow their courageous action,

. and in talking to the Personnel Man-
-ager many insisted on defending their

suspended comrades. As one worker
said: ‘““You claim that it is illegal to
stop work, but we think it was illegal
for you to suspend our comrades!!”’
The action of the workers of the de-
partment is also significant in light of
the upcoming contract struggle. The
contract expires at the end of Septem-
ber.’ As every worker knows, these
capitalists are notorious slave drivers
out to squeeze every last penny from
the sweat and blood of the workers.
Can we then expect the capitalists to
agree to a decent contract out of their

~own ‘‘good will’’? Certainly not.

It is instructive to consider what is
taking place nationwide. The Reagan-
ites have been crowing for some time
about an ‘‘economic recovery’’ taking
place. But this “‘recovery’’ has been,
above all, a recovery for the rich, a
profit recovery. While millions upon
millions of unemployed workers still
look fruitlessly for work, while the
masses are more and more impover-
ished, the rich are raking in fabulous
sums.

But the profit rebound has not
softened the hearts of the rich. The
capitalists keep demanding wage
freezes from the workers, they keep
demanding wage and benefit cuts.
Reagan is demanding a subminimum
wage for the youth. The postal service
is trying to impose a substantial wage
cut for newly hired workers.

In otherwords, the exploiters have
stepped up their attacks on the work-
ing masses, despite the profit re-
bound. This is because their profits are
made out of the sweat of the workers.
And it is only when the workers have
fought for their rights that they have
been able to maintain themselves in
the face of the ongoing -capitalist
offensive.

It is precisely this lesson which the
action of the workers so forcefully
highlights. Only when the workers
fight, only when they, wage mass
struggle against the capitalists, are
they able to maintain themselves in
the face of the constant encroachments
of capital.

The workers in all departments
should discuss and learn from the heat
walkout. They must use this experi-
ence to prepare for further struggle. [

cuts at one factory after another.
Organizing to fight this contract now,
even if that initial fight fails, prepares
the workers to resist concessions at

their own plant. And it puts the work-
ers on the road to a combined struggle
to defeat the auto monopolies’ of-
fensive. O

Provisions of the GM contract

The tentative GM contract is being
promoted as a no-concessions, job
security agreement. But in fact the

contract is chock full of concessions.

and, far from providing job security, it
opens the door to a program of enor-
mous job elimination. Take a look at
the major provisions of the new con-
tract.

® The Fraud of Job Security

The contract provides no relief for
the 100,000 GM workers who have
been. permanently laid off and lost all
seniority and recall rights.

The contract stipulates GM’s right .

to carry out local job-eliminating
measures and opens the way for GM
to carry out its announced plans to
eliminate 60,000 to 120,000 jobs in the
next two years. The September 23
issue of the Detroit News pointed out
that the ‘‘job security’’ program is
‘“a means of cushioning the effect of
(job) displacement without preventing
it...at a bearable cost to the com-
pany.”’

A ‘“‘job opportunity bank’’ is sup-
posed to be set up to provide pay,
benefits, job training, and placement
in a new job for those laid off. But the
extensive restrictions on which of the
workers can qualify for the program
and the funding of only $1 billion over
six years, means only a small section
of the laid-off will get help. Some ex-
perts estimate that no more than 3,400
workers a year could be provided for
under this program.

* Concessions on the Base Wage

The contract eliminates the tradi-
tional 3% annual wage increase.

In the first year of the contract the
lowest paid GM workers will receive
only a 1% raise (about 9¢ an hour)
while only a few workers will get as
much as 3.5%. The average assembler
will get about 20¢ an hour.

In the second and third years the
annual increase in the base wage is
eliminated altogether. Instead workers
will receive a lump sum payment
averaging 2% % of their yearly
pay, excluding overtime pay. This
amounts to about 35¢ an hour for an
assembler.

As well, the contract stipulates that
GM may carry out cuts in the wage
rate on a local, plant-by-plant basis.

® Cutting - the Cost-of-Living Allow-
ance (COLA)

A series of concessions on' COLA*
payments will save GM about $280
million over the life of the contract.

The 11¢ an hour COLA increase
which was due in September has been
eliminated.

Of the remaining $3.04 an hour of
COLA, only $2.99 will be rolled into
the base rate.

Further, a section of the COLA
payments are to be diverted to help
poor old GM to pay for various of the
benefit programs.

® Medical Benefit Concessions

GM estimates it will save $220
million over the life of the contract
from concessions on medical benefits.

Among other things, GM expects to
limit the amount of visits to hospitals
by forcing families covered by Blue
Cross/Blue Shield to get an authori-
zation before they can be admitted into
a hospital for non-emergency care.
Workers who do not get prior authori-
zation will be fined by GM a portion of
the hospital bill.

® No Restrictions on Plant Closings
and Subcontracting Out Work

There are no restrictions againt GM
closing plants or subcontracting out
work; there is only an unenforcable
promise by GM in a ‘‘letter of intent’’
that it will do what it can to keep jobs

in GM plants. GM will proceed on its
merry way to shut down operations
and send work to low wage sweat
shops.

* No Bar to Overtime

There is no real measure to put a
stop to the enormous overtime,.
Instead of simply banning overtime, or
even making it so expensive that GM
can’t afford it, the UAW<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>