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Teamsters Prepare for Struggle
Against Wage Controls

A big trial of strength between the working class !
and the monopoly capitalists is developing as the
contract of 300,000 Teamsters Union truck drivers
with the trucking industry nears expiration on
March 31. The truck drivers are preparing for a
struggle to resist the attempts of the capitalist
state to impose a big wage cut on them by compel-
ling the workers to accept a wage and benefits in-
crease of only 7% in their new contract. The
Carter administration, in cahoots with the sold-out
Teamsters Union officials, is pressuring the truck
drivers to capitulate to the government's "volun-
tary" wage/benefit limit of 7%. This would amount
to a huge wage cut in the face of the soaring rate of
inflation of 10% for 1978 (and the 15.4% annual rate
for February 1979). If this were to occur, it would
result in a big decline in the workers' earnings and
standard of living, and a huge increase in the pro-
fits of the capitalists.

The coming showdown between the truck drivers
and the Carter administration will be a highly sig-
nificant struggle for the entire proletariat. The
contracts of hundreds of thousands of workers in
the rubber, garment, electrical, auto and other
major industries also will expire between now and
September. If the truck drivers' struggle succeeds
in smashing through Carter's Phase II "voluntary"
wage standards and achieves a substantial increase
in wages and benef1ts, it will provide a tremendous
example and inspiration for the workers who will
be confronting Carter's wage controls in the months
to follow. A

Carter's hatchet man, Albert E. Kahn, Chairman

of the Council on Wage and Price Stability (COWES),
recognized this fact when he stated on March 21 that,
"The program itself is on trial, the whole concept
of voluntary controls is on trial." Quaking in his
boots, Kahn added, referring to the Teamsters:

"If any major union settled for 14% instead of 7%,
it's going to be injurious, make it hard for the
unions down the pike to settle within standards.
obvious also, and this is the message that is the
most important, that any (such) settlement really is
or will be an act of aggression against the Ameri-
can people..."

With this type of extravagant language, the poli-
ticians of the monopoly capitalist class are brow-
beating the truck drivers and other workers with
the nonsense that their wages are too high, that
these wages are the source of inflation and rising
prices, and that for the workers to resist a huge
wage cut amounts to "an act of aggression against
the American people''. Carter's gang shouts that
the workers should gladly accept wage cuts and
sacrifice for Carter's supposed "fight against infla-
tion'". But the capitalist billionaires are not fight-
ing against inflation in the slightest. ' Instead they
are viciously fighting against the workers them-
selves, against their wages and well-being. They
are fighting to increase their profits and further
gorge themselves on the sweat and blood of the
working class.

The main issue in the struggle of the truck dri-
vers is wages. On one side stand the workers who
are fighting for a large pay increase to resist the

Continued on page 6; see TEAMST ERS
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SOARING PROFITS SHOW
HOW INFLATION IMPOVERISHES THE POOR
FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE RICH

Galloping inflation which is impoverishing the work-
ing masses to the extreme is a source of fabulous
profits for the capitalist billionaires, This fact is
further confirmed by the recent release of corporate
profit figures for 1978, which reached a record
$202, 1 billion, fully 16. 2 percent above 1977 profits.
In addition there is a new outburst of soaring inflation,
which in February reached an official 15. 4 percent at
an annual rate,

The monopoly capitalist system remains in the grips
of a severe economic crisis. Since the onset of the

deep over-production crisis in 1974, industrial produc-

tion continues to stagnate in many sectors and unem-
ployment remains at six percent of the workforce,
with over six million workers officially looking for
work. Nevertheless, despite economic stagnation and
crisis, corporate profits have posted record gains
over the last three years in a row., 1978 profit levels
were 73 percent (or 38 percent in real terms after
discounting for inflation) above 1975 levels. These
fantastic profits have been realized by shifting the
heavy burden of the crisis onto the backs of the work-
ing people, by intensifying capitalist exploitation and
oppression, and in the first place, through soaring
rates of inflation.

Various Wall Street "analysts" are writing off the
tremendous rate of capitalist profit as so-called
"profits on paper' or even ''phantom profits" in order
to hide this unprecedented robbery of the masses.

But the growing impoverishment of the workers on the
one hand, and record profit margins for the capitalist

Carter’s Middle

On March 26, an Egyptian-Israeli ""peace' treaty
was signed in Washington by President Sadat of Egypt
and Prime Minister Begin of Israel with Carter beam-
ing on. This treaty which is being hailed as a "mira-
cle' that will ""end 30 years of war and bloodshed" and
"bless the Middle East with peace" is the culmination
of a year and a half of demagogy, political trickery
and fanfare cooked up by Carter along with Begin and
Sadat. This treaty marks the unprecedented betrayal
of the Arab peoples by the Egyptian government, the
first Arab state to openly come to terms and sign a
treaty with the zionist aggressorg. In fact, this
"peace" treaty is a monstrous attack on the Arab peo-
ples, having nothing whatsoever to do with bringing
peace to the Middle East, To the contrary, it aims at
consolidating U, S. imperialism's savage plunder and
domination of the Arab peoples and strengthening its
aggressive outpost in the region, zionist Israel. This
is clearly shown in many ways.

Carter's drive to complete the Egyptian-Israeli
""peace" treaty is part of U,S. imperialism's re-
sponse to the glorious struggle of the Iranian people
that has overthrown the fascist regime of the Shah
Pahlavi, puppet of U.S, imperialism., With the over-
throw of this base area for U.S. imperialism in the
Middle East, U,S. imperialism has gone into a fren-
zy to shore up its positions in this strategic region,
Top Pentagon generals and members of Carter's

exploiters on the other, is the stark reality, And the
rich are getting richer by cuftting the real wages of
the workers through inflation, .
Speaking of the relationship between the workers'
wages and the capitalists' profits, Karl Marx pointed
out; "Since the capitalist and workman
have only to divide this limited value,
that is, the value measured by the total
labor of the working man, .the more the
one gets the less will the other get,
vice versa. Whenever a quantity is
given, one part of it will increase in-
versely as the other decreases. If the
wages change, profits will change in an
opposite direction., If wages fall,
its will rise; and if wages rise, profits
will fall." (Wages, Price and Profit) The source
of capitalist profit is the unpaid labor of the worker.
The wage received by the worker is only the price
of his labor-power which he sells on a daily basis to
his employer, But this wage equals only a portion of
the value created by his labor in a given day's work,
only approximately enough for the worker to sustain
himself and his family, The rest of the value he
creates is surplus value which is realized by the
capitalist as profit (this profit is not only industrial
profit, but also financial profit for the creditors,
and taxes, profits for the capitalist state).
fore, the lower the worker's wage the greater the
capitalist's profit and vice ver: su.  Hence, the capital-
ist exploiters' continual efforts to drive down wages

East “Peace” Treaty Is an

cabinet have brazenly threatened military interven-
tion in the Middle East to preserve U.S. imperial-
ism's plunder of the oil resources there. Also, Car-
ter has incorporated into the '"peace' treaty and rela-
ted agreements the most up~to-date plans for main-
taining U.S. imperialism's spheres of influence in
the Middle East through the granting of billions of

U. 8. dollars for military aid to Egypt and Israel
under the signboard of guaranteeing the success of
the "peace'" treaty.

The aggressive and fraudulent nature of the '"peace"
treaty can also be seen by the fact that the U, S, -
backed zionists continue to brazenly swear, never to
cease carrying out their program of expansion, vio-
lence and genocide against the Palestinian and other
Arab peoples. Throughout the long months of the
"peace' negotiations the Israeli zionists, armed to
the teeth by U, 8. imperialism, savagely bombed the
Palestinian and Lebanese people across the Israeli-
Lebanese border. While the negotiations farce was
at a high pitch, the Israeli gangsters carried out a
full-scale invasion of Lebanon, Furthermore, only a
few days before the treaty was signed the ""defense"
minister of Israel confirmed that new settlements
would be built in occupied territories after the treaty
was signed. The Israeli government has already al-
located money for three new ''settlements', and mili-
tary camips of the Israeli fascists and ten more are
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The following resolution was unanimously and

i enthusiastically passed at an internal conference of

the Central Organization of U.S. Marxist-Leninists
in March 1979, a conference atiended by all comrades
working under the discipline of the COUSML: '"...the
. March, 1979 Internal Conference of the COUSML

. resolutely denounces Mao Tsetung and Mao Tsetung

. This resolution was the result of a long period of

. study and discussion inside the organization.
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L
8
;
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. Thought as anti-Marxist-Leninist and revisionist. "
B
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g

In June
- 1978 the National Committee took up the guestion of
various formulations, such as Mao Tsetung Thought.

| The National Committee set forth the task of assess-
. ing the whole course of the struggle against modern
. revisionism and of looking into the origins of the

. theory of "three worlds'. Part of this was the as-

[f, sessment of the role of Mao Tsetung and of the
- Communist Party of China.

The whole COUSML be-
- gan internal discussions on the assessment of the
course of the struggle against modern revisionism
following the publication of the July 29th Letter of the

. CC of the Party of Labor and Government of Albania

to the CC of the Communist Party and Government of

. China.

The COUSML approaches the question of Mao Tse~-

tung and Mao Tsetung Thought from the point of view

. of the agsessment of the whole course and history of

. the struggle against modern revisionism. The

COUSML assesses the course of this struggle solely
in order to defend the purity of Marxism-Leninism
and to wage the struggle against modern revisionism
more powerfully and consistently. It is the struggle
agginst social-chauvinism and the all-round intensi-
fieation of the struggle against modern revisionism
has resulted in the exposure of Chinese revision-
and Mao Tsetung Thought. Chinese revisionism
présented itself as part of the movement against
cushehoyite revisionism and all its variants. But
tie facts show that the Communist Party of China did
not proceed from the sound positions of Marxism-

| Lenini$m in its criticisms of the Soviet revisionists

| and that the Chinese leadership promoted its own re-
theories and had a corrosive and disruptive
effect on the great historical movement against
modern revigionism. Finally Chinese revisionism

Party of China to an utter fiasco when the Chinese
"third rpad" collapsed into social-imperialist war-
mongering and open alliance with U.S. imperialism.
Right from the start, the COUSML pointed out that
the emergence of open social-chauvinism in the form
of ""directing the main blow at Soviet social-imperial-

to the biirest imnininuun in search of maximum profits,
and the/workers' constant struggles to maintain their
wage lavcls in the face of these efforts,

Inflafion is a device in the hands of the monopolies
and thé capitalist state to increase the rate of capital-
ist profit by bringing down the wage level of the work-
ing class as a whole, The effects of soaring inflation
in regent years on the workers' real wages is well-
known. Real wages, discounting for inflation, were
cut by five percent over the six years 1972 through
1978, The Labor Department reported that in rela-
tion to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) the spendable
income of a family of four fell by 1.2 percent over the
last twelve months and by 0. 8 percent in the month of
February alone. However, these figures are consid-

Act of Aggression Against

being planned, Prime Minister Begin revealed still
further the real significance of the treaty when he
proclaimed to the Knesset, then in the process of ra-
tifying the treaty, that ''the government of Israel will
never return to the borders of June 4, 1967'" and " a
Palestinian state will never rise in Judea, Samaria
(the West Bank) and the Gaza Strip".

The zionists, propped up and nurtured by the aid of
U, S. imperialism, have no intention of ever giving up

and Maq Tsetung Thought led China and the Communist Chinese revisionism has its deep roots.

Mao Tsetung Thought
_|s Anti-Marxist-Leninist
and Revisionist

ism'" was not an accident, but that it had deep long-
standing roots and stemmed from the long corrosion
of opportunism inside the Marxist-Leninist movement.

In the September 1976 issue of The Workers' Advocate, |

the COUSML denounced the alliance of the October
League (now the "CP(ML)") with U.S. imperialism in
the article ""Mao Tsetung Thought or Social-Chauvin-
ism, A Comment on the October League's Call for
Unity of Marxist-Leninists'' (in the title of the ar-
ticle, one should read "Marxism-Leninism' in place
of "Mao Tsetung Thought' --at that time we still be-
lieved that Mao Tsetung upheld Marxism-Leninism
and was fighting against the Chinese revisionists and
all modern revisionists). In that article, we pointed
to the splittist and liquidationist activities of the die-
hard OL social-chauvinist.leaders right from their
work against the youth and student movement of the
1960's to the present.(p.8). One section of the arti-
cle was written on the theme that '"The OL's social-
chauvinism in the face of the war danger is only a
natural outgrowth of their neo-revisionist line on
class struggle and proletarian revolution in the U.S."
(p-33). In The Workers' Advocate of March'10, 1977,
which gives the call "U.S. Marxist-Leninists, Unite
in Struggle Against Social-Chauvinism!", it is
stressed that "The rise of open so¢ial-chauvinism is
not an accident. Conditions have been prepared for it
by the long corrosion of neo-revisionism. ..inside
the Marxist-Leninist movement. ' (p. 1). The paper
connects the denunciation of the theory of '"three
worlds'' and of open social-chauvinism with the ne-
cessity of carrying through a thorough repudiation of
Browderism and modern revisionism and with the
clarification of political line on the burning questions
of the American revolution. Thus the COUSML con-
stantly stressed that the class treason of the "three
worlders!' and the Klonskyite Pentagon-socialists
should not be viewed in isolation, but that the deep
roots of the class betrayal should be uncovered and
repudiated.

It is the same with Chinese revisionism. The
present U.S.-China warmongering alliance and the
rule in China of the most fascist elements, such as
Teng Hsiao-ping, is not an isolated accident, an un-
fortunate thunderbolt coming from the unknown. No,
In June 1978
the National Committee took up the task of assessing
the history of the struggle against modern revisionism
and of looking into the origins of the theory of "three
worlds'. As a result of this study into the long-

standing roots of the theory of '"three worlds", the
Continued on page 12

erably minimized in that the prices of the most basic
necessities are rising at a far more rapid pace than
the CPI as a whole. In February', food costs were
rising at an annual rate of 19 percent; meat prices

v-

went up at an annual rate of 59 percent; gasoline prices

at 24 percent, and heating oil at a 31 percent rate,
etc. This drastic erosion of the workers' real wages
has exactly the effect on the capitalists' profits which
Marx described.
increases in the hundreds of billions of dollars being
raked in by a handful .of monopoly billionaires.

The creation of inflation is just as sure a means of
cutting the workers' wages to realize higher profits

It is directly connected to the record

Continued on page 3; see SOARING :

the Arab Peoples

their occupation of any part of the Palestinian home-
land, The artificial state of Israel, established on
the Palestinian homeland by fascist terror and con-

tinually expanded by annexationist wars of aggression,

is the base from which U. S, imperialism develops its
hegemony in the Middle East in its rivalry with the
Soviet Union for spheres of influence in that part of
the world, The zionists are armed thugs who carry

Continued on page 8; see MID EAST
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NOTHING GOOD CAN COME FROM THE U.S.-CHINA ALLIANCE:

Down With

On February 17th, Chinese social-imperialism
brutally invaded Viet Nam,. In a massive military
offensive along the entirelength of the 489 miles of the
Sino-Vietnamese border, the Chinese have launched
over 200, 000 troops along with tanks and heavy artil-
lery into Viet Nam, reportedly seizing positions up to
20 miles inside Vietnamese territory. The Chinese
aggressors are savagely attacking the Vietnamese
people and it has been reported that the Vietnamese
forces have put up fierce resistance in heavy fighting.

This criminal and outrageous aggression against the
freedom-~loving Vietnamese people ordered by the
revisionist cutthroats in Peking lays bare before the
whole world the social-imperialist course (socialist
in words and imperialist in deeds) on which China has
now embarked. In 1968, the Khrushchovite revision-
ists, who had overthrown socialism in the Soviet
Union, ordered the invasion of Czechoslovakia by a
hali-million Soviet troops and tanks when the Czech~ .
oslovakian leaders refused to go along with Moscow's
dictate. That infamous invasion marked in practice
that the Soviet Union had definitely taken the road of
social-imperialism and had emerged as an aggressive
warmongering superpower along with U.S. imperial-
ism. So too, China's savage invasion of Viet Nam
shows that China, following the revisionist and
counter-revolitionary "strategy of three worlds", has
openly emerged as a big nation chauvinist, imperial-
ist power, While the Chinese revisionist gangsters
prattle about “order and stability and "maintaining
peace", they are pursuing in practice an unbridled
policy of imperialist aggression and war, Just as the

Japanese militarists and the French imperialists

tried to keep Viet Nam as their colony through wars of
conquest, and just as U, S. imperialism waged one of
the longest, most savage and bloodiest wars of ag-
gression in history o enslave Viet Nam, now too
Chinese social-imperialism is trying its hand at sub-
jugating the Vietnamese people, once again turning
war-torn Viet Nam into a big battle zone.

Thebrutal Chinese invasion of Viet Nam is the direct
fruit of the U, 8, imperialist -- Chinese revisionist
alliance, It was only 13 days after the revisionist
chieftain Teng Hsiao-ping concluded his 9-day pil-
grimage to the U. S, that the Chinese troops invaded
Viet Nam. 'reng's visit marked the full flowering and
public declaration of an all-round economic, political,

' Peking want to portray as the only aggressor.
"ever, China's invasion of Viet Nam reveals the U. 8. -

" pOwWer,

_ideological and military alliance between U.S. imper-

ialism and revisionist China. Mr., Teng and his host,

‘Mr. J immy Carter, sang praises together of their

"mew relationship' as a '"factor for peace and stability
in Asia and the world''. The inauguration of the open

'U.S.-China alliance was advertised as a roadblock

to aggression, a way to thwart the hegemonism of
Soviet social-imperialism which both Washington and
How-

China alliance for what it is: an alliance for aggres-

sion and war.
In their secret talks, Carter and Teng did not dis-

"cuss ""peace and security', but their plans to advance

their mutual inter-imperialist rivalry with the Soviet
Union and to suppress the struggles of the proletar-
iat and people for liberation and socialsim in blood.

It is not an accident that within six hours after leaving
the U.S., Teng proclaimed that China was "going to
teach Viet Nam a iesson." Clearly the Chinese in-
vasion of Viet Nam received the blessings of the chief-
tains of U..S. imperialism and is a product of the

U. 8. -China alliance.

The proclamations by the U.S. State Department
that the U, S. is "neutral" in the fighting in Indochina
is a patent fraud, These statements fo the effect
that the fighting "is not cur affair' are aimed at allow-
ing Carter to stand aside like a little boy who hides
his dirty hands after heaving a muddy brick, thus

. portraying the U, S. imperialists as peace-loving
angels who "will work for peace and security' 'who-~
ever is at fault”,

However, U.S, imperialism has been and remains
an aggressive, warmongering, neo-colonialist super-

The U.S. imperialists have ravaged the
Asian continent from one end to the other in countless
acts of aggression, intervention and bloody wars of

'conquest; in China, Korea, Indochina, Indonesia, the
Phillippines, etc. While soundly defeated at the hands
of the Vietnamese people, U, S. imperialism has not
given up the ghost in the slightest and seeks revenge.
Today the U, S. imperialists are rigging up a
Washington-Peking-Tokyo aggressive axis for the
purpose of driving Soviet social-imperialism out of
the region and to suppress the revolution in Asia,

The U. S. imperialists have approved and instigated
China's invasion of Viet Nam for their own ends. The

fiendish U.S. strategy is to hurl China against the
peoples and against the Soviet Union for its own ad-
vantage. The U, S, imperialist media speculates
with glee about the ""widening of the war', "possible
nuclear conflict between China and the Soviet Union',
etc., terrible and deadly prospects from which blood-
soaked U, S. imperialism hopes to benefit. Using
the tension created in Indochina, the U.S. ruling
circles are trying to create maximum war hysteria
and are conducting propaganda for war preparations
including the reinstitution of the draft.

China's invasion of Viet Nam exposes the very dan-
gerous game the imperialist powers are engaged in,
Now the Soviet Union is making threats against China
and massive troop maneuvers are taking place on the
Sino-Soviet border. The Kremlin has signed a
"treaty of friendship and mutual cooperation" with
Viet Nam and pretends to be on the side of the Viet-
namese people. But in fact, the Soviet Union is also a
ferocious imperialist state which may enter the con-
flict for its own superpower designs, It has been
reported that both Soviet and U. S, warships have
been brought info the South China Sea. Clearly, world
imperialism has created an extremely explosive and
dangerous situation for the proletariat and oppressed
people.

Peking's 'justifications' for attacking a small
neighboring country can fool no one, China says
that it is only carrying out a "punitive' measure,

But didn't U. S, imperialism carry out its war of
aggression against Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia un-
der this very same slogan? When Teng Hsiao-ping
speaks of "punishing' Viet Nam for alleged "mistreat-
ment" of the Chinese nationality in Viet Nam, he is
only echoing Hitler who invaded Czechoslovakia under
the pretense of alleged illtreatment of the German
people there, The claim that China is only "punish-
ing" Viet Nam in retaliation for the fighting between
Viet Nam and Cambodia and the struggle inside Cam-
bodia is the height of hypoerisy, particularly in that
the hand of Chinese revisionism has been lurking
behind the scenes in those wars. Peking's claim that
it is only carrying out a ""punitive raid" and not trying
to seize Vietnamese territory does not "justify' ag-
gression, it does not change the fact that Chinese
troops are savagely attacking the Vietnamese people
on Vietnamese territory in order to impose Peking's

Chinese Social-Imperialism’s Savage Agression Against Viet Nam!

STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE CENTRAL ORGANIZATION OF U. S, MARXIST-LENINISTS (FEBRUARY 24, 1979)

dictate on them,

Progressive public opinion everywhere will surely
condemn China's invasion of Viet Nam, The people
are rapidly learning the true counter-revolutionary
features of the Chinese revisionist leaders who have
for years been the close allies of the most hated ene-
mies of the people from the Shah of Iran, Pinochet of
Chile, Mobutu of the Congo (Kinshasa), and who have
been good friends of the fascist King of Spain, the
German revanchists and Japanese militarists, In their
their counter-revolutionary race to turn China into a
superpower, the Chinege revisionist gangsters have
savagely and brutally attacked the only genuine social-
ist country in the world today, the People's Socialist
Republic of Albania, And they have openly called for
a "united front" with U, S, imperialism which can
only be directed against the proletariat and people of
the world, The American proletariat and people too,
who in their millions fought against U. S, aggression
in Viet Nam, will condemn China's invasion which is
an outcome of the U, S, -China warmongering alliance,

-Revisionist China has joined the camp of world
imperialism, It is guided in counter-revolution by
the Chinese revisionist theory of "three worlds", a
pro-imperialist theory of aggression and war. Along
with U. S, imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism
and the other imperialist powers, Chinese social-
imperialism has emerged as a savage enemy of the

" peoples. The world proletariat and the oppressed

peoples must fight against all imperialisms, includ-
ing Chinese imperialism. China's aggression against
Viet Nam will prove to be a big defeat for the Chinese
invaders who will surely be rebuffed by the heroic
Vietnamese people. The American proletariat and
people also must rise up and defeat the savage U.S.
imperialist beast whose alliance with Chinese social-
imperialism has brought about this savage aggression
against Viet Nam,

DOWN WITH CHINESE SOCIAL-IMPERIALISM'S
SAVAGE AGGRESSION AGAINST VIET NAM!

DOWN WITH THE U, S, ~-CHINA WARMONGERING
ALLIANCE!

DEATH TO U, S, IMPERIALISM, CHINESE SOCIAL~
IMPERIALISM, SOVIET SOCIAL-IMPERIALISM

AND ALL THE WARMONGERS!
End.

The “CP(M-L)” Social-Chauvinists are Brazen Lackeys of Imperialism

The "CP(ML)" social-chauvinists, the main agency
of Chinese revisionism in the U,S., are openly hail-
ing as a "victory" for their counter-revolutionary
cause the savage Chinese social-imperialist aggres~
sion against Viet Nam. Just as the criminal barbar-
ordered by the revisionist cutthroats in Peking has
laid bare the aggressive and warmongering course of
Chinese social-imperialism, so too, the enthusiasm
of the Klonskyite '"three worlders' for this savage
aggression exposes them further as brazen social~
chauvinists and zealous lackeys of both Chinese and
U, S. imperialism,

The social~chauvinists' newspaper, The Call, has
carried two front page articles saluting China's in-
vasion of Viet Nam. One article is entitled "Chinese
troops strike back at Vietnamese" and the other is
an editorial entitled "USSR~Vietnam to blame for
Asia fighting", In these articles, the social-chau-
vinists make two points: -1) that Chinese soc¢ial-im-
perialism’'s outrageous é¢rimes against the proletariat
and the people, and its savage invasion of Viet Nam
""have been just, necessary and correct'"; and 2) that
the U. S, imperialists and all reactionaries should
follow China's lead in taking such "forthright actions"
as invading Viet Nam in order to cope with the com~
petitive power of Soviet social-imperialism and the
revolts of the proletariat and peoples of the world,

The "CP(ML)" leaders, taking their cue from
their mentor, the fascist revisionist gangster Teng
Hsiao-ping, defend China's invasion of Viet Nam
with straightforward imperialist and fascist logic.

" The Call arrogantly declares: "China's success-—
ful counterattack against Vietnam with its limited
aims was in no way an 'invasion' as it is billed in the
U.S. and Soviet press. It is precisely a 'lesson' both
to the Vietnamese and to all those who support or
appease Soviet aggression in the world today.'" What
outrageous fascism! Contrary to what the whole
world has been given to believe, China's savage
aggression against Viet Nam is not an invasion at
all because it is only for "limited aims", that is to
"teach the Vietnamese a lesson", Indeed, dear lack-
eys of imperialism! And the U.S. imperialists too
invaded Viet Nam with regular troops in 1964, after
the so-called "Tonkin Gulf incident", with the "limi-
ted aims" of "teaching the North Vietnamese a les-
son'.  And according to Johnson and Nixon too, U. Q.
imperialism never.invaded Viet Nam nor waged one
of the most savage wars of aggression there at all,
but only waged a "limited war'' to "eurb North Viet-
namese aggression'. The Chinese invasion, no
matter what name it is billed under -- whether it has
"limited aims' or is only a "punitive raid" or only
to "teach some necessary lessons'', -- remains un-
bridled imperialist aggression just the same.

China has emerged as a big social-imperialist

state which is striving to carve out its own spheres
of influence and domination. Viet Nam is a small
country, and because it has refused to toe Peking's
line and come under China's control, the Chinese
social-imperialist armies launched ferocious aggres-
sion into Viet Nam, creating the danger of a much

wider and more terrible conflict. Clearly only the
most brazen of social-chauvinists such as those of
the "CP(ML)" could describe such imperialism and
fascism as "just, necessary and correct',

The Call authors literally revel in the ""successes!
of China's invading forces. They shamelessly write:

"Of course we cannot be happy that a situation has
arisen in which it is necessary for China to act mili-
tarily in Vietnam". But since a military invasion(’iln
has become, "necessary'' to China's plans to congu

Asia, The Call declares with cynical glee that the
PraATOTIIRG UL LG LLNESE 1nvaders 18 "dlshipg out

a strong lesson' to Viet Nam, and that "already the
effects of the Chinese strike are being felt". fTeng
Hsiao-ping also spoke of the Chinese ""'succesges",

claiming that the Chinese aggressors had "smashed
thy myth of Vietnamese invincibility". But what

. these imperialist fiends are referring to as the "myth

. of Vietnamese invincibility", is the liberation war
against French and then U.S. imperialism which,
after decades of the most arduous struggle, culmi-
nated in complete victory in 1975, only four years ago.
1t is this glorious liberation struggle of the pdople,

- and unprecedented defeat for the U. S. imperialists,
which Mr. Teng and Mr. Klonsky have so mu¢h
cynical hatred for. Despite Peking's claims, |the
Chinese social-imperialists have only "succex;ded"
in devastating the northern border provinces df Viet
Nam with a "scorched earth" policy learned fim
their Pentagon general friends. And they have only
succeeded in further exposing Teng Hsiao-—ping‘and
all his social-chauvinist, pro-imperialist hange‘ts—

‘on, as the warmongering criminals that they arq\.

The Klonskyite social-chauvinists are using China's

invasion of Viet Nam for propaganda to spur on U.S.

‘imperialism in its war preparations and intervention
and aggression against the peoples. These loyal
lackeys of imperialism and junior advisors to the

.State Department, openly call on the 1. S. monopoly

- capitalist rulers to follow the ""model" of China's in-

‘vasion of Viet Nam and to take "forthright actions"
to "firmly and militantly" defend the positions of U.S.
imperialism. As The Call puts it:

"The U.S., as it is prone to do, took a vacillating

“and self-contradictory position on the current fight-

ing. ' Ignoring the Soviet threat in Asia and its threat
to Europe, a U.S. State Department spokesman
claimed that the China-Vietnam fighting was 'none of
our business'...

"The U.S. appears bent on placating the Soviet-
Vietnamese aggressors, while at the same time pro-

tecting its newly-established relations with China.
- On the other hand, China's forthright actions were

posed as an example to the appeasers, showing that

‘a country which firmly and militantly defends itself

has a better chance against Soviet aggression than
one which apologizes for the new czars and encour-
ages them onward. "

And further:

"...The only road that can postpone the outbreak
of war on a world scale is determined resistance by
the peoples and countries of the world. China is
offering a model of such resistance through its cur-
rent posture in relation to Soviet-Vietnamese aggres-
sion and expansion. "

Thus, first of all, according to these social-chau-
vinists, U.S. imperialism has failed to take sides in
the fighting and properly take its position in open
support of the Chinese invasion. However, these
claims from both the State Department and the
"CP(ML)" about U.S. "neutrality’ are a patent fraud.
They are aimed at portraying the U.S. imperialists
as "human rights" angels who want nothing to do with
such military adventures. But the whole world knows
that the U.S. imperialists approved of and instigated

China's invasion. It was only six hours after the con-
clusion of his U.S. tour that Teng Hsiao-ping pro-
claimed that China was ""going to teach Vietnam a
lesson". Obviously the Chinese invasion;of Viet,Nam
was discussed beforehand in Teng's secret meetings
with Carter and is a dirgc?prpgiuﬁt of the U. 8. -China
aggressive alliance. Nevertheless, the "CP(ML)"

is engaged in chastising the State Department for
failing to make the invasion of Viet Nam their "busi-
ness', No doubt these warmongering "three worlders"
would only be satisfied if the U.S. imverialists

should take the more "forthright action" of dispatch-
ing a fleet of B-52's to bomb Hanoi and to mine Hai-
phong harbor to "soften up the Vietnamese for the
Chinese invaders. Maybe that would put an end to
Washington's so-called "vacillating and self-contra-
dictory position on the current fighting''

When Teng Hsiao-ping visited the T.S. » he openly
called for a '"united front” and a m’litary alliance of
the United States, China, Japan and "united Europe!
and other imperialists and fascists against Soviet
social-imperialism. Teng lectured the chieftains of
U.S. imperialism that only the "united action" of
these aggressive imperialists who are armed to the
teeth ""ean place curbs on the polar bear". Imme-
diately on his return to Peking, Teng dispatched
Chinese troops on a "punitive raid" into Viet Nam.
And now the "CP(ML)" has declared this invasion "an
example to the appeasers, showing that a country
which firmly and militantly defends itself has a better
chance against Soviet aggression." These frenzied
social-chauvinists have dropped any disguise in their
desire for a U.S. imperialist policy of unbridled
aggression and war. Their principle demand is that
U.S. imperialism must abandon so-called "appease-
ment" and should not appear weak-kneed in the face
of the people's revolution and the '"Soviet threat",
but must "firmly and militantly defend itself" and be-
come yet more aggressive as the executioner of the
peoples and world gendarme of the capitalist~-imper-
ialist system.

For instance, The Call denounces U.S. imperial-
ism for "ignoring the Soviet threat in Asia". And
thus, when the heroic Iranian people rose up to
overthrow the bloodsoaked U, S. puppet regime of the
Shah, the "CP(ML)" warned of the need for a "com-
promise' witn the Shan's man Bakhtiar "or the coun-
try will be prupelled into civil war" and then the
Soviet Union will "take advantage of the upsurge to
serve its expansionist aims' (see The Call, 2/26/79).
According to the fascist logic of the "CP(ML)", the
U.S. imperialists shoula learn from the Chinese
"example" and order an invasion of Iran by the U.S.
marines to "teach a lesson" to the Iranian proletar-
iat and people for objectively ""appeasing and support-
ing Soviet expansionism" by rising up against China's
allies, the fascist Shah ana 1. S. imperialism.

In fact, the propaganda of the followers of Chinese
revisionism for U.S. imperialist aggression and war
is unsurpassed by the most hardenea warmongering
U.S. politicians. The ""Open Letter" of 70 retired
U.S. generals and admirals to President Carter de-
manding stepped-up war preparations and an in-
creased U.S. military presence around the world to
counter the "Soviet threat" and to put down the revolu-

tions of the proletariat and oppressed peoples, was
approvingly cited in the pages of The Call 1/29/79).
But even these decrepit U. S. imperialist war crimi-
nals are outdone by, the likes of the social-chauvinist

chieftain Michael Klonsky. His notorious thesis of the
U.S. proletariat "aiming its main blow at Soviet
social-imperialism", the foreign threat, has proved
itself to be a slogan of hitlerite imperialist aggres-

" sion and war.

The question arises, how can such a liberal group
of notorious social pacifists and ACLU "Marxists" as
the "CP(ML)!", which has never taken 2 firm or mili-
tant position, let alone any "forthright actions',
against the U.S. monopoly capitalist class and its
state or against modern revisionism or any other ene-
my of the proletarian cause, how can such a flabby
group so "firm'y and militantly" champion the cause
of imperialist aggression and war ? The answer lies
in their alliance with the warmongers, with the U.S.
imperialist and Chinese social-imperialist states.
"CP(ML)" finds the "courage" for its hitlerite propa-
ganda for aggressive war in the counter-revolutionary
U. 8. -China alliance, in the imperialists' arsenals of
nuclear weapons and their colossal military appara-
tus.

The "CP(ML)" social~chauvinists are nothing but
brazen lackeys of U.S. imperialism and Chinese
social-imperialism and their warmongering plans for
world domination. Nevertheless, certain characters
continue to try to obscure this fact. The conciliators
with social-chauvinism want to portray the social-
chauvinists as simply misguided souls with a few un-
fortunate formulations and not flunkeys of imperial-~
ism and enemies of the proletariat. Such conecilia~
tors editorialize: "It won't be long before the CP/ML
not only chastises the U.S. bourgeoisie for its sup~
posed lack of aggressiveness, but comés out with a
direct call to the U.S. working class to set aside its
struggle against U.S. imperialism because it 'would
weaken the struggle against Soviet social~-imperial-
ism'. This is the inevitable road the revisionist
CP/ML will follow, one that is in complete opposi-
tion to the interests of the working class and in com-
plete support of the bourgeoisie" (Unite! , 3/1/79,
underlining added). What shameless confusion-
mongering! Just how many outrageous crimes against
the revolution and in defense of imperialism does the
"CP(ML)" have to commit before the conciliators
will find it necessary to condemn them as "in com-
plete opposition" to the working class ? Wasn't
Michael Klonsky's notorious call for the U.S. prole-
tariat to "direct the main blow at Soviet social-im-~
perialism", a call declared nearly three years ago,
exactly such "a direet call to the U.S. working class
to set aside its struggle against U.S. imperialism" 2!
And if these professional conciliators have left any
doubts in anyone's mind, as the Chinesge invasion of
Viet Nam has 'further demonstrated, Klonsky's "main
blow'" at the foreign threat has become a slogan for
the open incitement of war, for the savage 'forth-
right actions' and military adventures of imperial-
ism. End.




IN THE AUTO INDUSTRY:

THE WORKERS' ADVOCATE, March 29, 1979, Page 3

Increased *Worker Productivity” Means Speedup, Job Combinations and Overtime

The big monopolies, with the Carter administra-
tion as their chief representative, are waging a brutal
productivity drive against the workers as part of
their all-sided offensive against the working class
under the hoax of '"fighting inflation', The present
soaring rate of inflation which is impoverishing the
workers is being blamed on the workers themselves,
on their '"high wage demands' and ""low worker pro-
ductivity growth', and so forth. In recent months,
slave driver Carter and the "top inflation fighters' of
his administration have repeatedly stressed the need
to "increase the output per man-hour", that is to sub-
mit the workers to a more terrible overwork, as 'an
important contribution to reducing inflation' and to
overcoming the economic crisis of the monopoly cap-
italist system. However, the stark reality of just
what this productivity drive of the capitalist exploit-
ers against the workers means can be clearly seen
in the auto industry. The auto magnates, the infa-
mous engineers of the system of efficiently and "'sci-
entifically' sweating the workers to an early grave,
have been waging just such a productivity drive
against the workers.

From the early days of Ford's assembly lines, the
auto monopolists have always pressed to further in-
tensify labor and to impose a system of extreme
overwork on the workers. And today, as the auto
billionaires attempt to protect their profit margins by
shifting the burden of the economic crisis onto the
workers, this system of terrible overwork has be-
come even more unbearable., The auto monopolists’
productivity drive has brought on the workers layoffs
and permanent unemployment combined with work-
loads often literally beyond the physical capacity of
the workers to withstand.,

In 1974 the bottom fell out of the U.S. car market.
Auto production in 1975 was down nearly 30% from
the record production year of 1973. Nearly 200, 000
auto workers were thrown out of the plants while
those remaining were worked to the bone as the auto
monopolies attempted to minimize their losses. In
1976, auto production was again restored to nearly
pre-1974 levels. But it was restored on the basis of
a greater intensity and productivity of labor. Over
the three years, 1971-1973, an average of 11.5 mil-
lion cars were built a year with an average work-
force of 687,000 workers, a proportion of 16,7 cars
built for each worker employed. Over the three
years, 1976-1978, an increased average of 12.5 mil-
lion cars were built each year with an almost equal
average workforce of 682,000 workers, a proportion
of 18,1 cars built for each worker employed. Hence,
production levels were restored and even increased
through imposing a heavier workload on the workers,
increasing unit output per worker by 8 percent.

This increased intensity and productivity of the
workers' labor has been achieved in two ways. First,
through brutal speed-up and heavier workloads. Re-
cently, at the GM light truck assembly plant in Flint,
Michigan, the workers discovered a secret button in
the manager's office which was used to gradually in-
crease the speed of the assembly line during the

course of the shift, and demanded compensation for
their labor expended in building the thousands of ex-
tra trucks the GM monopolists had obtained in this
manner., This is simply an outrageous example of
the speed-up which is taking place on all the auto as-
sembly lines with every changeover and throughout
the year as well. During the times when production
is cut back and the assembly lines are slowed down,
the workers still receive no respite from the hellish
pace of work, The common practice of the auto bil-
lionaires is to lay off a large number of workers and
combine jobs, imposing an even heavier workload on
the remaining workers though the line is running
slower,

In general, workloads are significantly heavier to-
day than in the past. A stark example of this is the
fact that as late as the last decade many jobs were
worked on the ""team relief' system, For example,
the job loading seats into the cars was done alter-
nately by one team of two men, and then another,
switching off every half hour, or heavy leaf springs
were brought to the line and fastened onto the axle by
two teams of three men alternating every hour, etc.,
whereas today this '"team relief'' system has nearly
been eliminated. These heavy jobs are now done by
the same workers the entire day with only a few 10 or
15 minute breaks when a "relief man' takes over.

And second, increased productivity of labor is be-
ing realized through the introduction of new equip-
ment (for instance '"robots'" which replace two or
three workers on a job per shift), new plants and re-
tooling of the machinery throughout the old plants,
Along with the shift towards the smaller cars, has
come the first major retooling and rebuilding of the
decaying U. S. auto industry since the so-called "age
of automation" productivity drive following the
Second World War, This is being carried out by the
auto magnates in their competition with the more
modern auto industry in Japan and Europe, General
Motors started retooling first, Ford has begun the
process of spending $20 billion to retool all of its
assembly lines by 1980 and Chrysler too has started
to retool its plants. Combined, the auto monopolies
spent $10. 23 billion for new plant and equipment
alone in the three years 1976-78, nearly twice the
$5. 6 billion spent over the 1971-73 period,

Together with speed-up and the introduction of new
machinery, the auto monopolies continue to enforce
on the workers long hours of overtime. The working
day is often nine or ten hours for workers on the line
and it is regularly 12 hours for repairmen, often
seven days per week at all of the Big Three, And
Saturday work is regularly scheduled plant-wide for
production workers which means that a 54 or more
hour week is not unusual in the aufo plants. In 1977,
auto workers put in more overtime hours than in any
year in the previous decade,

Obviously, this terrific pace of work combined
with long hours of overtime have disastrous conse-
quences for the workers, TFor large numbers, this
brutal overwork is physically erippling and ruining
their lives. On the assembly lines, there are many
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for the capitalist employers as the individual employ-
ers themselves directly reducing the workers' pay
scales. However, inflation is a means for the entire
class of rich parasites to cut the wages of the entire
class of proletarians and impoverish the toiling
masses. Furthermore, inflation cuts the workers!
wages and enriches the capitalist in a more indirect
and concealed manner; by watering down the real
purchasing power of the workers' wages through the
depreciation of the currency.

Inflation, the depreciation of the dollar, comes
about through the expansion of the money supply or its
equivalent over and above the amount required for the
circulation of commodities, In the first place, the
currency is inflated through deficit spending, with
the federal treasury basically printing dollars to
cover the tens of billions of dollars of federal deficits
to finance the reactionary activities of the state, the
construction of prisons, nuclear arsenals, subsidies
to the large corporations, etc. The money supply is
also increased by the wild speculations of the mon-
opoly financiers in ventures of various sorts which
swells the paper values of finance capital independent
from any actual expansion of production or circulation.
Part of these stocks and bonds thus created by the
wizards of financial speculation are also used like
money for the circulation of commodities, so this
increase in paper values also inflates the currency,

""All past history proves', Karl Marx
pointed out, "that whenever such a depre-~
ciation of money occurs, the capitalists
are on the alert to seize this opportun-
ity for defrauding the workman, " (Wages,
Price and Profit) On the basis of this depreciation
of money, the capitalists, especially the powerful
monopolies, raise their prices sky~high. Only wages,
the price of labor-power which is the only commodity
the workers own to sell, do not increase as readily.
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For the workers to raise their wages, a stern struggle
and fierce strikes are necessary and even these wage
raises generally cannot keep pace with the rise in
prices. And so, through inflation a hidden tax has
been placed on the workers and their real wages have
been cut at the expense of the profits of the capitalist
billionaires.

Rampant inflation has become a permanent feature
of the monopoly capitalist system and is a product of
the deep crisis confronting this moribund and decay-
ing system on a world scale. Faced with the revolt of
the proletariat and the oppressed people everywhere,
the entire capitalist-revisionist world has been
gripped by a severe economic crisis, and the mainten-
ance of the profits and super-profits of the imperial-
ist monopolies has become ever more difficult. The
creation of soaring rates of inflation is a means for
protecting these profits, for shifting the burden of the
crisis onto the backs of the workers and oppressed
peoples.

The present record levels of double-digit inflation,
the soaring profits being raked in by the monopolies
and the drastic cuts in the workers' real wages and
standard of living, prove that the general law of cap-
italist accumulation discovered by Marx is operating
with ever greater force-- the rich get richer while
the poor get poorer, The impoverishment of the
working people grows on the one hand, while the
profits of the monopoly capitalists increase at an un-
precedented rate. End.
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jobs which a man physically cannot éndure day in and
day out. A reflection of the extreme overwork in the
auto industry is a high level of absenteeism, as many
workers simply are forced to take extra days off in
order to keep body and mind together.

Alongside the overwork comes increased job in-
security and unemployment. The production of more

" cars with fewer workers has meant permanent lay-

offs. An outrageous situation has been created at
many plants where the workers still inside are putting
in long hours of overtime while their fellow workers
are pounding the pavement looking for a job. In turn,
the large numbers of unemployed workers outside the
auto plants are used as a club by the capitalists to
enforce a more brutal overwork on those remaining
on the job, as the management makes it well known
that if anyone refuses to work at the required pace
for the required number of hours, there are thou-
sands of others to take his place,

From the example of the auto industry it can be
clearly seen that the monopoly capitalists' drive for
a '"higher rate of worker productivity" only means a
more savage exploitation and oppression of the work-
ers. Such "productivity growth" has nothing to do
with ""fighting inflation", but it does have everything
to do with increasing the enormous profits of the
capitalist parasites. For instance, with the bust of
the car market in 1974 and 1975, the profits of the
auto billionaires were cut sharply. But with the res-
toration of production levels and with fewer workers
putting out more cars in the 1976-78 period, annual
net profits averaged over $6 billion, a 70% increase
over the average profits of $3. 6 billion during 1971~
73. That is to say, even after inflation is taken into
account, the auto magnates realized a significant in-
crease in profits by perfecting their man-eating sys-
tem of overwork.

Thus, the monopoly capitalists' productivity drive,
directed by the Carter administration, is a drive to
squeeze more blood and sweat out of the workers,
not only in auto but in all sections of industrial work-
ers as well as service workers such as in health
care, public sector employees, etc, It is part of the
campaign to shift the burden of the economic crisis
onto the shoulders of the workers and to realize
maximum profits for the capitalist monopolies.
Therefore, for the working class to defend its basic

interests it is necessary to wage revolutionary mass
struggle against Carter's "anti-inflation program",
against his anti-working class wage-price controls to
cut the workers' real wages and against the savage
productivity drive of the exploiters.

Over the last couple of years, the auto workers!'
struggle against speed-up, job elimination, compul-
sory overtime and increased safety and health haz-
ards as a result of the capitalists' productivity drive,
has broken out into a series of bitter strikes and
wildcats, However, in order to further advance
their struggle, the workers must defeat the class
collaborationist line of the leaders of the capitalist
trade unions, Doug Fraser, president of the UAW,
is a shameless enthusiast for Carter's "anti-infla-
tion'" program. He not only supports Carter's 7%
wage controls in the face of a 10% rate of inflation,
but supports the brutal productivity drive of the auto
monopolies as well, The social-democratic hacks of
the UAW openly call for ""greater productiveness of
the auto workers' as the solution to all the problems
the workers face, from long hours of overtime and
uneﬁlployment to inadequate wages. At the same
time, the UAW leaders are opposed to the workers!'
struggle for relief from the brutal overwork in the
plants, the struggle against speed-up, job elimina-
tion and forced overtime,

Doug Fraser and company do not even raise the is-
sue of fighting the auto monopolies' productivity drive
which they consider the prerogative of the monopo-
lists in their search for "industrial progress', which
is allegedly a natural benefit to the capitalists and
the workers alike. The traitorous labor leaders por-
tray the stepped-up intensity and productivity of labor
as a means to alleviate the capitalist oppression.

But in fact, as long as the capitalist system of wage-
slavery remains intact, such an increased produc-
tivity of labor does and can only mean a more ex-
hausting and terrible slavery for the workers and
maximum profits for an insignificant handful of mo-
nopoly billionaires. Only with the overthrow of the
monopoly capitalist system and the establishment of
the socialist system under the rule of the working
class will the development of the productivity of labor
serve the liberation of the workers from backbreak-
ing toil and advance the well-being of the working
masses. End.

Chrysler’s Productivity Drive:
FORCED OVERTIME WITH THOUSANDS LAID OFF

(The following leaflet was issued by the Detroit
Branch of the Central Organization of U. S, Marxist-
Leninists on February 22, 1979.)

The auto magnates are waging a fierce productivity
drive against the auto workers. Recent events at

! thif Chrysler assembly plant ‘are’d Sha?f'eéRamplé of

this. The Chrysler billionaires Have beet freqtietitly
forcing the workers to work overtime while thousands
of workers are still laid off. In particular they have
scheduled forced overtime on one assembly line for
the first shift while the second shift on this same line
has been shut down as of last January. Almost 4,000
workers have been eliminated from the plant over the
last year, Overtime under these conditions is an
outrage against the workers!

The Chrysler billionaires have resolved to keep
their profits rolling in during the crisis by making
the workers pay. They have hired Lee Iacocca, for-
merly chief slave-driver for Henry Ford, for over
$6 million to plan their war against the workers.

But this latest outrage at this plant is not just the
product of Chrysler's, nor of just the Big Three's
productivity drive either, In fact there is a drive for
""increased productivity'' nationwide in practically
every industry. Not only auto workers, but coal
miners, dock workers, electronics, shipbuilding,
hospitals, steel and other workers are all under the
same sort of fierce attack. This "increased produc-
tivity"' drive is part of the capitalist offensive against
the workers on a national scale designed to make the
workers pay for the crisis.

This national productivity drive is being coordi-
nated by the federal government headed by the Carter
administration, Carter and the other government of-
ficials have stressed time and again that his "anti-
inflation" program not only means wage controls
(keeping combined wage and benefit increases to 7%
per year while inflation is 11% per year --i.e. a
wage cut), but a big push to ""increase national worker
productivity' as well. When he declared Phase II of
wage controls last October, he also set up a '"National
Productivity Board" to coordinate the productivity
push in all industries nationally. The latest attack on
the workers at this Chrysler plant of forced overtime
with workers still laid off, is just the sort of "in-
creased productivity'' Carter is calling for with his
"anti-inflation" program !

The big lie given to justify Carter's "anti-inflation"
program is that "higher wages'" and '"'low worker pro-
ductivity' supposedly '"cause inflation', All the gov-
ernment officials from Carter on down constantly re-
peat this lying propaganda to convince the workers
to ""sacrifice" and submit to hellish overwork. They
hope that if this lie is repeated enough, the working
people will think it is the truth.

But Carter's program for increased productivity
has nothing at all to do with "fighting inflation"...
however it does have everything to do with increasing
the capitalists' profits!

Long ago, Karl Marx explained how this works:

"...the over-work of the employed
part of the working-class swells the
ranks of the reserve, whilst converse-
ly the greater pressure that the lat-
ter" (the unémployed reserve) "by its com-
petition exerts on the former" (the em-
ployed) "forces these to submit to over-
work and to subjugation under the dic-
tates of capital, The condemnation of
one part of the working-class to en-

forced idleness by the over-work of
the other part, and the converse, be-
comes a means of enriching the indi-
vidual capitalists...."

Every factory worker knows how this works -~ the

“richhaintain’d huge Zrmy of unemplofed Workers,

‘4hd Wwifh ‘overtime and peed-tps, they 14y off more
and more workers. . . then théy speed up and demzand
more overtime again, which enables them to again
lay off more workers, and on and on.... If the work-
ers who are still working complain, the employers
say: '"There are plenty of unemployed workers I can
get to do the job if you won't!" Thus the rich use
competition between the employed and unemployed
workers for the fewer and fewer jobs in order to
force the workers to submit to more and more over-
work. All the while, as Marx points out, the capital-
ists are making themselves richer and richer at the
expense of the working class. This is the old method
that the Chrysler capitalists (and all the auto monopo-
lies for that matter) use to enrich themselves.

Carter and the auto capitalists are only after bigger
profits and are not 'fighting inflation' when they ad-
vocate increased productivity for the auto workers.

If they are so interested in '"'fighting inflation" they
should start by attacking their own capitalist system.
In fact, inflation and high prices is another tool of
the rich to increase the exploitation of the poor. In-
flation comes from the government printing up billions
of dollars in paper money for the purpose of covering
the huge deficits in the government's budget. These
deficits (coming up short, in the red) are incurred
from the billions the rich throw away on aggressive
military expenses, on the bloated government bu-
reaucracy, on subsidies to the big monopolies, etc.
Inflation is also the result of the rampant speculations
of the finance capitalists which creates paper values
in the form of stocks, bonds, etc., over and above
any increase in actual production. This combined
with the printing of dollars to cover the federal defi-
cits makes the money already in circulation (and with
which the workers are paid), more and more worth-
less. .. meanwhile the big monopolies demand higher
and higher prices to insure that they themselves are
not hurt in the least by the sinking value of the dollar.
There is no way in the world that "increased produc-
tivity'' and overwork of the workers is going to 'fight
inflation' like Carter claims. If someone really
wants to "fight inflation" they have to fight against
the big capitalists and their government who are the
real culprits, and not the workers who in fact are the
victims of inflation.

It is very interesting to note that Fraser and the
UAW Executive Board officially support Carter's
"anti-inflation" ploy of wage controls and have been
doing so since the start. It is no wonder that not a
single finger is being raised by the ""militant' leaders
of the UAW against forcing the Chrysler workers to
work overtime with layoffs (nor against the frequent
scheduling of 10 hours work six days per week at
some plants when the contract itself only allows 9
hours, nor against the introduction of robots to take
workers' jobs, etc., etc. ...) It is no wonder be-
cause by supporting Carter's wage controls, the
union is openly supporting the ""increased productiv-
ity" drive program in the auto industry! This is what
it means to the auto workers for the UAW to support
Carter's wage controls! End.
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Workers Win Strike in Defiance of Wage Controls at American Insulated Wire

(The following article is taken from Boston Worker,
newspaper of the Boston Branch of the Central Or-
ganization of U.S8. Marxist~Leninists, March 5,
1979.)

Fifteen hundred workers at American Insulated
Wire in Pawtucket, Rhode Island and Northeast Cable
Co. in South Attleboro recently returned to work
after winning their strike against the company's three-
year contract offer of a wage increase of 7% and
against Carter's fascist wage controls. This mili-

~ tant strike, the first in 28 years for IBEW Local 1203,

was an extremely significant event for all the work-
ers in this area, especially because it is the first
strike in New England against Carter's wage controls.

The strike was successful on three fronts: First,
the workers succeeded in winning higher wages than
the capitalist owners offered them. Through this
determined struggle, the workers have been able to
lessen the immediate effects of inflation. Second,
the workers exposed the labor traitors of the union
leadership who had agreed to the company's original
offer. ' Third, the monopoly capitalist owners of
American Insulated Wire, Leviton Manufacturing,
failed in their attempt to shove Carter's guidelines
down the workers' throats.

The company's excuse for offering a measly 7%
increase was the same excuse all the capitalists are
using lately --they have to comply with Carter's
wage-control guidelines. However, a 7% increase
amounts to a huge wage cut at a time when inflation
is officially running at 10-119% a year, with the basic
necessities of life increasing even faster. This pal-
try wage "increase' offered to the workers is even
more vicious when it is considered that American
Insulated Wire is a notorious sweatshop. The work-
ers who have been there ten years and more make

Farmworkers Defy Carter’s Wage

Beginning on January 22nd and continuing over the
last two months, 4300 Califormia farmworkers have
been waging a militant strike struggle against the
lettuce growers and agricultural monopolists in
California's Imperial Valley. So far, the strike has
stopped agricultural production and lettuce harvesting
at 11 of 28 farms in the valley, cutting this years total
U.S. winter iceberg lettuce harvest by 35-40%.

The majority of the farmworkers in the Imperial
Valley are Mexican citizens who commute daily across
the border to the fields. They do backbreaking stoop
labor, work for miserably low wages (the average
wage is less than $4. 00 per hour), and generally
earn less than'$5, 000 per year because of short work
weeks due to rain, frost or the crops not being ready
for haryesting. With skyrocketing inflation (present-
ly at 15% in February), the farmworkers have seen
their already meager wages cut year after year., One
report has stated that in the past eight years the farm-
workers wages rose by 45% whereas the cost of living
has increased by 71% during the same period.

Faced with these conditions, the farmworkers have
openly defied the flagwaving appeals by the lettuce
growers and agricultural monopolists to submit to
Carter's 7% wage guidelines., It is plain to see that
the growers' demand for the farmworkers to follow
Carter's 7% wage guidelines is a call for the farm-
workers to accept a big cut in real wages and in this
way fill the already overflowing pockets of the capital-

only barely above the average $4.19 per hour. Not
only are the wages extremely low, but the workers
have long suffered under brutal working conditions.

Carter's "anti-inflation' program, which the
"voluntary' wage increase guideline is‘a part of, is
a program which means nothing else except wage
cuts for the workers and maximum profits for the .
rich. It is a repeat on a new scale of the brutal anti-
working class wage controls of the hated fascist -~
Richard Nixon. Is it any wonder that the owners of
American Insulated Wire are so eager to patriotically
uphold the 7% guideline ? What a great opportunity
for them to attack the just demands of the workers
for higher wages and to continue their 55 years of
practicing vicious exploitation!

Not only have the workers at American Insulated
Wire stood up to the attacks of their employer, but
they have also resolutely stood up to the betrayal and
sabotage of the labor traitors in their union. Right
from the beginning these labor traitors opposed the °
just struggle for higher wages of the workers. The
union president, who the workers forced to resign,
openly stood up for the company with such drivel as:
"The cable industry is a depressed industry and their
wages are low. Any contract proposal we submit to
them won't change that."

These so-called ""representatives of labor', the
top labor bureaucrats, are in full cahoots with
Carter and the capitalists in instituting Phase II wage
controls (which include the 7% wage guideline) to
suppress the workers' movement and cut the work-
ers' wages. Today the trade union apparatus has
been integrated onto the capitalist state machine,
and the top labor hacks serve as government bureau-
crats suppressing the workers' movement.

This fact was clearly exposed by the request made
by the Executive Board of Local 1203 for the FBI to

"investigate' and attack the Marxist-Leninists of the
COUSML. The trade union hacks sinisterly alleged
that the COUSML was responsible for supposed
"threats against Executive Board members' which
the "FBI should investigate''. And in collaboration
with the local TV and bourgeois newspapers carried
out a vicious anti~working class and anti-communist
slander campaign to the effect that ''the communists
are noted for disrupting everything' and their aim is
to "'disrupt the union and the company'. Most reveal-
ing of all, the Executive Board requested the FBI to
investigate '"false reports ... in Communist pam-
phlets describing brutal and sweat-shop working
conditions"'.

Thus, the trade union hacks called on the FBI, the
political police of the capitalist state, to attack the
Marxist-Leninists for "disrupting', for exposing, the
traitorous activities of the Executive Board and for
"disrupting' the company, ''falsely' exposing its sav-
age exploitation of the workers. These labor traitors
want the FBI to "investigate' the COUSML because
it firmly supported the struggle of the workers. The
COUSML produced a special issue of Rhode Island
Worker in Portuguese and carried out other activities
in support of this struggle which is significant be-
cause it sets a precedent for other contract struggles
coming up in the wire, electrical and other industries
to defy Carter's wage controls.

FELLOW WORKERS:

The struggle of the workers at American Insulated
Wire for higher wages and better working conditions
was entirely just. The working conditions at this
plant are almost unbelievable -- mandatory 12 hour
shifts for the men, sometimes seven days a week.
With the extremely low wages paid, these long hours

ist growers with increased profits. In defying the
appeals of the growers, the farmworkers have de-
manded wage increases of approximately 45% for next
year, a one year contract, and increased health and
pension benefits, The winning of a 45% wage increase
will raise the laborers' pay rate from a present $3. 70
per hour to $5. 25 per hour and the piece rate workers!'
rate would increase from a present 57¢ per box to
87¢ per box. The farmworkers have militantly per-
sisted on their strike struggle in order to win these
demands. ]
Twenty-eight of the growers (including the Sun-
Harvest Ranch, a subsidiary of the huge argicultural
monopoly and multi-national corporation United |
Brands) have organized themselves into a negotiating’,
bloc called.'"the Committee for Fair Negotiations |
between the Growers and the Workers', and have con+
ducted a campaign of slander and hysteria, hoping to
demoralize the farmworkers and break the support of
other sections of the working class for their struggle.
Neither the open racist and fascist attacks launched
by the growers which have characterized the farm-
workers as "foreign, illegal, ungrateful Mexicans
who take away American jobs" nor full page ads in
the Los Angeles Times claiming that the farmwork-
ers earn $10-14 per hour, have been able to déemoral-
ize the farmworkers and their supporters. It js a
well known fact that the Mexican farmworkers are
proud members of the working class, who for gen-

:
{

:

Mexican Workers Demonstrate

Against Attacks by

Demonstrations took place March 9 and 10, on the
U.S. ~Mexico border, halting traffic from El Paso,
Texas, to Juarez, Mexico. The demonstrations
erupted after U, S. immigration officials undertook
what they described as a '""more thorough inspection
than usual" of domestic and other workers commuting
from Juarez to jobs in El Paso. One hundred and
forty Mexican women, most of them employed as
domestics in El Paso, were taken off city buses by
immigration inspectors and returned to Mexico, al-
legedly for not having the proper papers. As well,
11 border-crossing cards were cancelled, and in-
structions were issued to 46 other workers to return
with "better proof of admissibility’’. These inspec-
tions tied up traffic at three bridges and prevented
many Juarez residents from reaching work. The
demonstrations erupted to protest the harassment of
the people by the immigration authorities., About 650
Mexican demonstrators blocked traffic on two inter-
national bridges crossing into Juarez, Mexico, toss-
ing U.S. flags into the Rio Grande. A young Mexican
girl was killed and two other childern injured by an
automobile which tried to erash through the demon-

° strators. %

The crackdown and increasing attacks on Mexicans
who work in the United States come less than a month
after the visit of U.S. imperialist chieftain Jimmy
Carter to Mexico. One of the main things on Carter's
agenda, besides the plunder of Mexican oil and gas,
was the question of the so-called "illegal aliens". In
a press conference Carter gave just before leaving
for Mexico, he said: "I want to make sure that when
people are in our country, whether they are here as
citizens or not, that we protect their basic human
rights.'" This shameless demagogy comes from the
same Mr. Carter who last year proposed a most vi-
cious racist and fascist ""aliens" bill for mass round-
ups and deportations, harassment and persecution of
immigrants, part‘zularly those from Mexico. For
Carter to pose as a defender of the "human rights" of
the Mexican people is the depths of shamelessness.
Is it not the U.S. imperialists who are responsible in
the first place for the unbearable living conditions and
the intolerable unemployment which the Mexican pro-
letariat and other working masses face? And is not
the Tahor of the Mexican working masses, forced to

Immigration Service

not this labor crucial to the maximum profits of these
same finance capitalists within the borders of the
U.S. ? One Houston construction capitalist was re-
cently quoted as saying: "If you took all the Mexicans
out of Houston and sent them back, the economy of
the city would be crippled''. This statement reveals
the tremendous profits which the exploitation of the
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Demonstrators block bridge at U. S. -Mexico border.

Mexican-American and Mexican working masses
means for the monopoly capitalists. The Ihonopoly
capitalists raise a big hue and cry about "illegal"
Mexican immigrants, but the fact is that the capitalist
exploiters derive immense profits from these Mexi-
can workers., The fact that these workers are in the
country "illegally" and face the threat of arrest and
deportation makes these workers most vulnerable to
the most intense exploitation, as the capitalists are
able to pay these workers starvation wages, and
force them to work under the worst conditions. It is
reported that Mexican domestics working in EI Paso
are paid as little as $20 a week.

The protests of the Mexican people against the in-
creasing attacks against the people by the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service are part of the grow-
ing wave of protests which is sweeping across Mexi-
co. Last month, thousands of demonstrators pro-
tested the visit of U.S, imperialist chieftain Carter,
shouting such slogans as CARTER GO HOME!, and
CARTER IS COMING TO PLUNDER OUR OIL AND

are the only way to make a living wage. The company
benefits tremendously from this arrangement, only
having to pay two shifts of workers rather than three
shifts at a regular 8-hour day.

The majority of the workers at American Insulated
Wire are Portuguese or Cape Verdean immigrants.
This means that they are not only subject to the
everyday exploitation at the place of work, but are
subject to vicious discrimination and the denial of
their basic social and political rights on a daily basis.
The state and the bourgeois news media slander the
immigrant workers to split the immigrant workers
from the rest of the working class and to isolate them.
For example, they deliberately distorted the struggle
that the workers carried out against the labor traitors
by concocting the story that the workers simply want-
ed Portuguese leadership instead of the Irish leader-
ship. The workers made it quite clear that the heart
of the matter was that the leadership of the union was
"sleeping with the company' and actively organizing
against their interests. f

The workers at AIW voted by a narrow margin to
go back to work after having won certain victories.
This does not mean that the fight against such things
as mandatory twelve hour work shifts, the brutal
working conditions and inflation is over. The mono-
poly capitalist owners of AIW will only step up their
attacks against the workers and in turn the workers
must continue to fight them tit-for-tat, continuing
the struggle through to the end. The Central Organi-
zation of U.S. Marxist-Leninists fully supports the
struggles of the working class against Carter's wage
controls. Only the revolutionary struggle of the
proletariat can make the rich bear the burden of their
crisis and overthrow the man-eating monopoly capi-
talist system once and for all. End.

Controls and Persist in Struggle

erations have militantly fought the vicious exploita-
tion of the agricultural monopolists., Since the be-
ginning of the strike, the lettuce cooler workers and
the Teamster truck drivers have all refused to cross
the picket lines at the struck farms.

The mass actions of the farmworkers have smashed
up all attempts by the growers to break the strike

- '\;“ 4 . \ ! / ]
Farmworkers battle fascist police and growers.

whether it be scab labor, gun thugs or outright
murder, Early in the struggle, the growers ran a
full page ad in the Los Angeles Times calling on
people to participate in a "Volunteer Harvest Day' to
pick 10, 000 head of lettuce at the Vessey Ranch near
Holtville, California, When the "Volunteer Harvest
Day' came, hundreds of strikers were also at the
Vessey Ranch. Using rocks, bottles, sticks and
clubs; the farmworkers physically drove the 300
scabs out of the fields, smashed the windshields and
slashed the tires on 35 vehicles used to transport the
scabs and the scab harvested lettuce. When one
striker was grabbed by several foreman and gun thugs
who tried to arrest him for firebombing a grower's
truck, he was freed by 200 fellow strikers who sur-
rounded the foreman and the gun thugs., On February
10th, 150 farmworkers went to the fields at the El
Centro Ranch to physically drive out the scabs. - Soon
after they entered the fields, the farmworkers were
shot at by ranch foreman and hired gun thugs. Sev-
eral farmworkers were injured by the gunfire and
31-year-old Rufinao Mijango Contreras was shot dead
by a .38 caliber bullet through his skull. This out-
right, coldblooded murder by the agricultural monop-
olists has failed to supress the farmworkers' deter-
mined struggle and in fact it has steeled the farm-
workers to fight on even harder, On February 22nd
near Holtville, 1,000-1,500 farmworkers stormed
severadl fields to drive out the scabs. Again using
rocks, bottles and clubs, the farmworkers fought a
pitched battle with the foreman, gun thugs and the
California Highway Patrol, with seven police cars
receiving severe damage,

Throughout the strike the governmental apparatus
at all levels has shown itself to be nothing but a well
organized machine in the service of the agricultural
monopolists for the supression of the farmworkers’
struggle. When the growers organized their '""Volun-
teer Harvest Day", it was the local high school
authorities which actively recruited students to do
the scab labor. When the striking farmworkers
began to drive the scabs out of the fields, the local
police and the County Sheriffs in full riot gear, with
a riot control truck and a helicopter, were used to
"preserve and protect order" (read: attack the
striking farmworkers and protect the scabs). When
the mass picketing reached the level of 1500 farm-
workers battling foremen, gunthugs and police, it
was Calitornia Governor Brown, '"friend of the farm-
workers" who sent in an additional 40 Highway Patrol-
men to re-inforce the 80 police already being used
as armed strikebreakers. It was this same Gov.
Brown who earlier in the struggle had demogogically °
said that he didn't want to disrupt the process of
"fair labor‘negotiations" between the growers and
the farmworkers. All of the activities of the monop-
oly capitalist state during the 1979 California lettuce
farmworkers' strike clearly show that the state is
not a neutral force in society standing above class

interests but is in fact an instrument in the hands of
the monopoly capitalists used to protect their rule and
profits and to suppress any revolts which break out
among the proletariat and the oppressed masses.

To continue their strike, to keep the scabs out of
the fields, etc., the farmworkers have had not only
to fight against the growers, the scabs, and the gov-
ernment, but they.also have had to oppose those with-
in their own ranks who have tried to confuse, divert
and liquidate their struggle. From the beginning, the
sold-out labor aristocrats within the United Farm-
workers Union (UFW) under the leadership of Caesar
Chavez tried to sabotage the struggle and suppress
the workers. Chavez is doing everything he can to
prevent the workers from persisting on the path of
relying on their strength and from actively resisting
all the attacks organized by the agricultural monop-
olies., , The UFW leaders are trying to impose pacifism
and reliance on the capitalist state on the workers'
struggle, After Rufinao Mijango Contreras was
murdered by the growers' foreman and gun thugs,
Chavez called for a "Blue Ribbon Panel" of clergy,
labor and government officials to conduct an ""inde-
pendent investigation' of the murder. The panel
reported that there should be '"clarification' of when
striking farmworkers could enter the fields, thus
raising the possibility that the growers were justified
in the cold-blooded murder and shooting down of the
farmworkers who came to drive out the scabs. All
of these activities of the labor aristocrats are in
service to the rich and the monopoly capitalists in !
their efforts to liquidate the mass active resistance
of the workers. The events clearly show that in
order to oppose and defeat the strike-breaking efforts
of the growers and their government, the farmwork-
ers have had to continue to take up militant mass
defense of their struggle and at the same time oppose
the line of the labor aristocracy -- the line of class
collaboration with and capitulation to the monopoly
capitalists and their state,

Neither the wild hysteria of the agricultural monop-~
olists about Carter's 7% wage guidelines, attempted
strike breaking and murder, nor the activities of the
labor aristocrats have been able to suppress the
farmworkers' current strike struggle. The farmwork-
ers' militant active resistance to smash up all the
strike breaking activities of the growers and their
government, and their determined defiant stand
against Carter's 7% wage guidelines are shining ex-
amples for all workers to see. By continuing on the
path of militant active resistance through to the end
the farmworkers will be victorious in their struggle.
End.

YOUTH

Continued from page 5

great rebellions of the 1960's. The capitalists
particularly detest the black youth for their militant
spirit and irrepressible rebelliousness--the very
qualities treasured by all who oppose exploitation and
oppression, The bourgeoisie is terrified of the Afro-
American people, especially the youth; the president
of Bethlehem Stell calls them a "time bomb''. And
hsis right, they are a time bomb. The tremendous
revolutionary potential of the Afro-American youth
and people has been demonstrated repeatedly. The
time is not far off when the Afro-American people,
as part of the entire American proletariat and people,
will rise up and overthrow the monopoly capitalist
class, the most racist and fascist class in history,
and establish a socialist society ruled by the working
class., The establishment of socialism and the elim-
ination of the exploitation of man-by-man will end
racial discrimination and unemployment once and

for all, End,
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The Essence of "Police Brutality” Is Racism and Growing Fascism

(The following leaflet was issued by the Buffalo
Branch of the Central Organization of U.S. Marxist-
Leninists, on March 11, 1979.)

While the rich and their city government are loudly
"debating'! "police brutality' and the 'proper method'
for guarding against it, the Afro-American masses
have quietly, but resolutely, settled the issue. They
have demonstrated that mass active resistance is the
only way to oppose fascist and racist attacks of the
police and the other state agencies of the rich. Two
incidents within the past few months illustrate this
quite clearly.

First, in early January, Afro-American and white
residents on East Woodlawn Avenue staunchly resis-
ted an unprovoked armed assault by over one-half
dozen Buffalo police. The police had arrived on the
scene to "investigate' a burglary complaint -~over a
full hour late -- and under this pretext proceeded to

get down to their real "duty': attacking the masses.
The families thus assaulted refused to give way an
inch before the police attack, meecting it tit-for-tat
on the spot and subsequently filing suit against the
city for damages resulting from the attack. So out-
rageously fascist and racist was this attack that the
arresting officers could not even come up with a legal
pretext to justify their attack and arrest of the six
people who were beaten and then dragged to police
headquarters at 4:00 a.m, ! -- quite a self-exposure
considering that the bourgeois laws amount to one
legal pretext and excuse following another, written
precisely to justify such state attacks on the ordinary
masses of people. The second incident took place in
early February on Kehr Street near Genesee. There,
a crowd of 20 to 30 Afro-Americans attempted to pre-
vent Buffalo police from arresting a young Afro-
American man on the charge of criminal trespass.
The outstanding feature of both these incidents was
the active participation of the Afro~American masses
in opposing right on the spot the racist and fascist
attacks of the police. Such state-organized attacks

POLICY STATEMENT OF “THE WEST INDIAN VOICE”

(Newspaper of the Caribbean Progressive Study Group)

UNITE TO FIGHT AGAINST STATE-ORGANIZED
RACIST AND FASCIST ATTACKS!

SUPPORT THE STRUGGLES FOR NATIONAL
LIBERATION IN THE WEST INDIES!

POLICY STATEMENT

This newsletter is published by the Caribbean Pro-
gressive Study Group. The CPSG is the organization
of the revolutionary and patriotic West Indians. :

We, the sons and daughters of the West Indian
community, have launched the CPSG for two reasons.

Firstly, to unite our community to fight the racist
and fascist attacks organized by the state of the rich
rulers of this country. The violent racist attacks on
our communities are carried out both by the police
of the rich and by gangs of fascists organized by them.
The media arm of the rich, along with certain learned
‘experts' in the pay of the state, invent every imag-
inable racist slander and slur against our community,
in order to enhance their racist image of West Indians
as a community of misers, beggars, criminals and
hoodlums. They do this in order to launch attacks on
us.

We, the West Indians, reject the racist and fascist
lies and slanders of the rich and their state, and give

ourselves the right to organize our community against
their attacks. We firmly unite with the broad masses
of ordinary Americans and the other immigrants who
themselves constantly face the state-organized
attacks., We see the CPSG as the embryo of the fu-
ture mass defense organization of the West Indians,
which we pledge to build.

Secondly, we have launched the CPSG to give fullest
support to the struggles for the national liberation
of our homelands, against colonialism, neo-colon-
ialism, maintained by imperialism, especially U. S,
imperialism and Soviet Social~Imperialism and
their agents; to combat all the enemies of our people's
struggle who, in the service of imperialism, spread
the lie that our homelands are "independent'' and even
""socialist",

We have launched the CPSG because we have seen
that on these two fronts all kinds of opportunist trait-
ors~-agents of the rich--are betraying the interests
of our people.

Towards these aims, we will publish this newslet-
ter on a regular basis.

Caribbean Progressive Study Group
P. O. Box 366

East Elmhurst, NY 11369 End.

Another Racist Attack on a Black Youth

(The following article is reprinted from The West ~
Indian Voice, Issue No.4, February 1979)

.= Recently, another black youth, Ronald Holt, was
brutally beaten by five racist thugs operating out of
the Hassidim community. The youth explained that
he was unjustly accused of interfering with a wire on
a tree, while he was running an errand for his fam-
ily. The thugs, led by a Rabbi, then proceeded to
beat the youth with brass knuckles and lead pipes.

The police, responding after a long period, then
subjected the youth to questioning. One officer re-
mained seated in his car while the other investigated
Ronald. All this time, the youth seriously hurt, was
demanding medical attention. The youth, up to press
time, was still hospitalized with a broken nose, frac-
tured jaw and the threat of losing his right eye.

This is the standard treatment dictated by the rac-
ist state of the rich, their police and the racist gangs
they organize to launch attacks on the black people.

In the Hassidic community, the state has organized
the "Hassidim Patrol'" and the Jewish Defense League,
This '"patrol" is backed, financed, trained and legally
armed by the state, specifically to attack the black
people. This "patrol'" has radio contact with the po-
lice precinct of the area with whom they coordinate
their activities. This marks another of a series of
racist attacks carried out against the black people of
the Crown Heights area.

The racist state, their police and their racist gangs
deserve-and receive nothing but hatred from all hon-
est and freedom-loving men and women.

These racist attacks will neither be forgiven nor:
forgotten by the people of the community, There is
no solution, only illusion, in discussing these racist

attacks with the police department, There are those
who, despite experience with the racist attacks--with
the increasing repetitions, are lamenting about doing
things ""properly", "orderly', "through proc'e'éure”.
This is a wicked call for black people to keep the com-
pletely just resistance to the racist attacks, under
the confines of the laws imposed by the racist state
of the rich. It is a criminal attempt to have us re-
spect the laws of the rich and to intimidate the truly
patriotic members of the community, whose senti-
ment is to fight these racist attacks blow for blow.

The laws of the rich are racist, anti-people, anti-
working class laws which deem it quite legal for the
racist gangs to be registered as '"community patrols"
and even as "ambulance services', laws which deem
it quite legal to use this pretext to provide these gangs
with funds and training--because they carry out the
racist orders of the rich and their police, to terror-
ize and humiliate the black people.

We can have no respect for the state and its laws.
It was the courts of the rich that determined that the
police murders of Randy Evans, Arthur Miller and
numerous others were the fault of the victims or
"unforeseen' and "unavoidable'" accidents.

The police are no arbitrators in the racist attacks.
It is they who organize and train the racist gangs to
do their bidding,

SELF-DEFENSE IS THE ONLY WAY!

ACTIVE RESISTANCE IS THE ONLY REPLY TO
THE RACIST CRIMES OF THE STATE AND ITS
GANGS! End.

Recent Court Decisions -- A Self-Exposure

(The following article is reprinted from The West-
Indian Voice, Issue No. 4, February 1979.)

Recently, two grand juries reached their verdicts
on the brutal, cold-blooded police murder of the
seventeen year old Black youth, Randy Evans, on
Thanksgiving Day, 1976, and the shooting of another
Black youth by the police in Westchester County, who
was permanently paralyzed.

In the case of Randy Evans, who was gunned down
by the police right outside his home, it was decided
that there was no criminal intent',‘and the officer was
freed from indictment. The bourgeois press has, for
a long while, floated the absurd story that the officer
might be mentally ill, in order to exonerate the state
of the racist crime.

In the instance of the youth in Westchester County,
the police alleged that he was taken for a bandit they
were pursuing. The youth was shot in the driveway
of his home. The grand jury decided that the youth
was to blame for the incident because it was later dis-
covered that he had reason to avoid the police --the
racist state brought, as their evidence of this, some
outstanding driving violations for his car.

We must firmly grasp what is actually taking place
on this question of the racist attacks and nmiurders of
Black people by the state, and the gangs organized by
them.

Using all sorts of absurd pretexts, the courts are
declaring every day, that the cold-blooded murder of
Black people is a legal thing. This is the significance

® Mencn manont danigions which followed an equally

|

absurd decision on the police murder of Arthur Mill-
er, last summer. These decisions, apart from de-
claring the murder of Black people to be legal, are
intended to create an atmosphere, whereby, the ra-
cist crimes of the state are considered and accepted
as a casual thing by public opinion.

No amount of legal sweet talk and rigmarole can
hide the wicked racist and fascist nature of these de-
cisions by the state. Far from intimidating the peo-
ple, these decisions can only arouse the deserved
anger, contempt and hatred of the broad masses, of
every honest man and woman, for the racist state of
the rich.

These decisions are further confirmations that it is
the rich and their state that is racist and anti-people
to the core. The courts are the legal talk-shops of
the rich, from where they legitimize and justify every
attack on the people, every murder of the people by
the state. There can be no justice for the people, in
the courts of their oppressors --the monopoly capi-
talist rulers.

This is why it is criminal treachery for certain
"community leaders' to preach their venom to the
people of relying on the state or any part o it, and to
excuse away the crimes of the state apra* s of the
rich by suggesting to the people that the pruplem is
some accidentally and mysteriously "mad'" or "racist"
individuals.

B

ACTIVE RESISTANCE IS THE ONLY REPLY TO THE
RACIST CRIMES OF THE STATE!
End.

against the black masses take place everyday; whether
they are carried out by the "official'' fascists and
racists, the police, or by the '"unofficial' fascist and
racist gangs which are secretly organized by the
state. This racism and fascism is at the heart of
"police brutality' which is actively resisted on a
daily and continual basis by the Afro-American and
anti-fascist masses. These two events demonstrate
that the Afro-American people are not about to sub~
mit to the open assaults of the rich and their state.
The big bourgeoisie is bent on revenge against the
black masses who organized titanic struggles against
racial discrimination and violent repression espe-
cially over the past two decades. The Carter admin-
istration has organized on many fronts to punish the
Afro-American masses for these struggles and to
drive the black people back to the barbaric system of
Jim Crow segregation and repression. To this end,
it is organizing the fascist anti-busing movement; it
is propagating the fraud that "reverse discrimination'
allegedly exists, and straightforwardly beefing up its
repressive police forces around the country to attack
the black people.

Here in Buffalo, the Griffin administration (Buffa-
lo's "own Jimmy'") has stayed completely in step with
the program of Carterite fascism in its attacks on the
Afro-American people. The most notable measure
the Griffin administration has taken to strengthen the
repressive hand of the state is the establishment of
police substations in and surrounding the national
minority and poorer sections of Buffalo. It is the un-
deniable experience of the masses that the opening of
these substations is accompanied, not by a decrease
in erime, but by an increase in the assaults of the
police on the masses of these areas under the cover
of fighting ""vagrancy', 'loitering", and so forth.
Another example is the Griffin administration's
schemes for "revitalizing downtown" by clearing the
downtown area of ""scum''. The racist content of
this scheme can be seen in the fact that the "scum"
Griffin refers to is in fact the Afro~American and
other minority people, who are the majority of the
people who frequent the downtown area. Griffin's
logic is that in order to ''revitalize downtown'', the
area must be cleared of Afro-American and other
minority people. These racist slanders are aimed
both at creating hysteria against the Afro-American
people and at giving the green light to the police to
step up their attacks against the masses in the area.

The open racist and fascist character of the Griffin
administration is daily becoming more exposed. It
is because the active resistance of the masses to this
growing fascism is advancing that the rich are now
organizing a so-called "public debate' on the issue of
"police brutality'. This "debate' which is being

organized through the Common Council is aimed at
hoodwinking the masses into believing that there is
something just in the government of the rich, that it
will do something to solve the problem of "police
brutality'. But neither the open fascists nor their
social-democratic ""opponents' have any intention of
opposing growing fascism, which is at the heart of
"police brutality". In fact, far from opposing fas-
cism, both sides share a common "respect for the job
the police offers are doing in the city"”. Based on this
"respect" for growing fascism, all members of the
Common Council in the recent past have given their
united support for the beefing up of the police depart-
ment and the establishment of the police substations.
So while the Common Couacil tries to give the
appearance it is taking action on the issue of "police
brutality' through its debate, in fact this is a charade
designed to deceive the masses. As part of this de-
ception a resolution was passed in the Common Coun-
cil to investigate the Police Commissioner's Investi-
gative Unit (PCIU). Again we see the social-demo-
cratic majority in the Common Council uniting with
the open fascists on the intent of the resolution to
"restore stability', '"lay the matter to rest" and
""restore public faith". In other words, do nothing to
oppose developing fascism.

In order to fight the open fascists in the Griffin
administration, the masses must also repudiate the
social democratic politics of the ""moderate" wing in
the Common Council. The main issue facing the
entire working class in fighting both the open fascists
and their social-democratic "opponents' is develop-
ing mass active resistance. Active resistance to
fascism is a revolutionary method of struggle that
unites the masses in irreconcilable contradiction to
the monopoly capitalist state. The Afro-American
people have a long history of and continue today to
make great contributions to the developing anti-
fascist movement of the working and oppressed peo~
ple. The working class is at the center of this
resistance to growing fascism and under the leader-
ship of its Marxist-Leninist parfy must lead in
merging all the revolutionary movements into one
great storm of revolution which smashes the growing
fascism of the rich to atoms. For their role played
in this struggle, the Afro-American people deserve
the undying support of the whole working class in the
battle to smash the fascist offensive of the rich and
their state. '

DOWN WITH THE POLICE ATTACKS ON THE AFRO-
AMERICAN PEOPLE!
ACTIVE RESISTANCE TO THE GROWING FASCISM
OF THE RICH IS THE WAY FORWARD!
End.

Record Unemplleyment

! Aecording to official government figures, unemploy+
ment for black youth has reached colossal proportions.
In February 1979, 35.5% of Afro-American youth 16 to
19 years-old could not find work. Last year, 445, 000
young black people aged 16 to 24 sought a job but
couldn't find one. The high rate of unemployment,
which in real life even surpasses the government
figures, starkly reveals the brutal oppression and
racial?iscrimmation carried out against the black
youth,

The government's own official figures also expose
the entire fraud of '"reverse discrimination''--the
racist and fascist lie that whites are supposedly being
discriminated against in favor of Afro-Americans and
other ghinority nationalities. The monopoly capitalists
are floating the lie that the Afro-American youth are
given preferential treatment and thus are able to get
more jobs than white youth, The racist bourgeoisie
floats this hitlerite propaganda in an attempt to incite
racial animosity against the black people, to pit the
masses against each other in order to divert them
from waging mass struggle against the source of their
problems, their common enemy, the capitalists.

All of this shouting about ""reverse discrimination"
is a big lie. In fact, black unemployment has been
double that of whites for years, and today the relative-
ly larger unemployment of black youth has greatly
increased, For example, in 1954, unemployment for
black teenagers was 16.5% and for white youth it was
12,1%. In February 1979, the unemployment rate
reached 35, 5% for young blacks and 13. 9% for young
whites. These figures show the large-scale unemploy-
ment of both black and white youth and condemn the
U.S. monopoly capitalist system for the oppression
and poverty to which young workers of all nationalities
in the U, S, are subjected, But the point here is to
show on top of this the intolerable racial discrimination
that is practiced against young black workers. These
figures graphically expose the lies of the racist
fanatics who shout about '"reverse discrimination"
against white people. They show instead that the
discrimination against young blacks is greatly in-
creasing, and that a steady, terrible deterioration in
their conditions of life is taking place,

The Afro-American people and the black youth in
particular are the target of savage. oppression and
all-sided attacks by the rich and their state. They are
assaulted by police and state-organized fascist gangs,
bombarded with the most degenerate drug and '"disco"
culture, thrown out of school and into the streets, and
are forced into the worst-paying and back-breaking
jobs, or into the U, S, imperialist military. At the
same time, all kinds of racist propaganda is directed
at the black youth in order to create public opinion
against them and set them up for further attack.

On the question of unemployment among black youth,
the bourgeoisie has been spewing forth a stream of
vile racist propaganda to try to pin the blame for high
unemployment on the black youth themselves. The
capitalist media and various reactionary intellectuals,
government officials and agency bureaucrats viciously
charge that black youth "can't compete in the job
market" because they lack the necessary skills, lack
a proper ''attitude" and "motivation' and are "'too
proud" for "menial labor'"...that pays starvation

for the Black Youth

wages.. The fact of the matter is that the bourgeoisie
continues to practice systematic racial discrimiration
against the Afro-American people in every aspect of
life~--employment, housing, education, and health care,
ete, If a black youth suffers from poor health, or can't
spell, etc, the rich blame it on the Afro~American
people, on "poor family training'", on ''bad role
models', and hint broadly that black people really may
be inferior,

The problem of large-scale Afro~-American youth
unemployment is part of the general problem of un-
employment, which is an inherent feature of the
capitalist system and has grown to tremendous pro-
portions. Millions of workers are regularly thrown
into the streets by the bourgeoisie whenever there is
an economic crisis or even a slight stagnation of
production, And today, when monopoly capitalism’ is
in complete decay and is ripe for being overthrown,
there is a general crisis of the capitalist system in
which a large section of the population is left perman~
ently unemployed. :

The existence of a huge reserve army of unemployed
workers is of great benefit to the exploiters and to
their efforts to accumulate maximum profits. It
threatens the jobs of the remaining employed workers
and compels them to work harder for less under the
threat of being fired and replaced by any one of the
hundreds of unemployed who eagerly await to be hired
outside the factory gates.

Furthermore, the U, S, bourgeoisie has always
practiced racial discrimination against black people
so that it can force them to accept the most low-paying
and back-breaking jobs. This super-exploitation of
the Afro-American people is a source of tremendous
profits to the U, S, monopoly capitalist class. And
they consciously and systematically organize the
super-exploitation of and racial discrimination against
the young black workers for precisely this reason.

For example, a study for the Joint Economic
Committee of Congress recently called for the aboli-
tion of minimum-wage laws, or at least the creation
of a lower minimum-wage law for teenagers. Com-
bined with this it called for a reduction in the age when
a youth can legally quit school, the loosening of child-
labor laws, etc.--all in the noble-sounding name of
"helping' young blacks to try to "break into the labor
market". The Carter administration has already
initiated a new ""employment tax credit"” scheme which
allows capitalists who hire the ""chronically unemployed"
tax credit for up to $3000 in wages paid during the
worker's first year, and up to $1500 the second year.
Thus Carter, that "friend of labor and minorities", is
giving the workers' tax money to the capitalists to
pay starvation wages to black youth while the capital-
ists get free labor and further maximize their profits.
This shows that the government is not interested in the
slightest in reducing the unemployment of black youth,
but only in utilizing them where possible to maximize
the profits of the capitalists.

The rich and their state hate the black people for
their staunch resistance to capitalist exploitation,
racial discrimination and violent repression, for
their long history of heroic struggle including the

Continued on page 4; see YOUTH
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Carter’s “Anti-Inflation” Budget: Starve the People and Prepare for War

Carter's "anti-inflation' budget, which was pre-
sented in January and is pending Congressional de-
bate, is a budget of the capitalist offensive to shift
the burden of the economic crisis onto the backs of
the working masses. Carter, the avowed "friend of
labor and the minorities", the '""human rights"
preacher and advocate of '"peace'', has proposed a
federal budget of increased capitalist exploitation and
starvation for the masses and increased military
spending for imperialist war. His budget provides
for wage cuts and wage controls, a brutal productiv-
ity drive against the workers and increased unem-
ployment. It is also a budget of runaway inflation,
and crushing taxes for the working masses and hand-
outs and "tax relief" for the large corporations and
banks.

The Carter administration has declared '""combat-~
ing inflation'" as its "number one priority''. And it is
under this pretext that Carter is demanding "sacri~
fices" from the working class and people --wage cuts,
speed-up, lay-offs and skyrocketing prices and taxes.
However, such "sacrifices' extracted from the work-
ing masses have nothing to do with reducing inflation.
And the Carter administration does not even claim it
can eliminate inflation, but only pretends to want to

- control it. In fact, the "restraint" and "sacrifices"
Carter is demanding from the working people only
‘mean greater riches and profits for the capitalist
billionaires.

A BUDGET OF WAGE CUTS AND WAGE CONTROLS

Included in Carter's budget proposal are funds for
"'real-wage insurance', a so-called "sweetener" to
cram his anti-working class program of wage con-
trols down the throats of the workers. Wage cuts
for the workers through wage-price controls is the
centerpiece of Carter's "anti-inflation program®.
The Carter administration's Phase II "'wage guide-
lines" require that the workers restrict their wage
and fringe benefit demands to 7% a year. With infla-
tion running at the official rate of 15% in February,
these are guidelines for drastic wage cuts against
the workers. Penalties are provided for those com-
panies which fail to impose these "guidelines'" on the
workers and if the workers still refuse to submit to
these ""guidelines", outright mandatory wage controls
are waiting in the wings to outlaw by government de-
cree the strikes of the workers for higher wages in
the face of soaring inflation.

However, the Carter administration has added to
these fascist measures to suppress the workers and
cut their real wages, a proposed '""wage insurance',
what is cynically described as a "sweetener for la-
bor'. According to Carter, the workers should pas-
sively accept wage cuts because his ''wage insurance"
""removes their only legitimate reason not to cooper-
ate''. Under this hoax, the workers are being told to
keep their wage increases below 7% with the promise
that if the Consumer Price Index rises above 7%, the
workers will be compensated for their loss with fed-
eral tax money. Thus, the workers' base pay will be
in effect frozen, leaving the workers' wages further
and further behind the rate of soaring inflation. By
this means, instead of the workers waging a struggle
to increase their wages to keep pace with inflation,
their wages will be partially subsidized through the
workers' tax dollars for the benefit of the capitalist
employers. Furthermore,. this ""wage insurance"
will not actually cover the cost in real wages nor
cover all.sections of the workers. Workers' earn-
ings over a $20,000 limit will not be "insured' and
the "insurance'' only covers to a maximum 10% rate
of inflation. Moreover, it will remain a "promise"
which Congress can eliminate at will after the work-
ers are locked into three-year contracts and their
wage scales have dropped even further behind the
high cost of living.

Also to convince the workers to submit to wage
controls, Carter has ordered limiting the wage in-
creases of hundreds of thousands of federal employ-~
ees to 5.5%. Cutting the wages of federal employees
on the road to imposing wage controls on the entire
working class is what Carter means when he declares

that "only through its leadership and its example can
the Federal Government secure this cooperation'' for
his anti-working class wage controls program.

A BUDGET OF "EFFICIENCY AND PRODUCTIVITY"
--SPEED-UP AND INCREASED WORKLOADS

In his budget proposals Carter called for "careful
attention to efficiency and productivity' so as 'to
achieve our most important priorities with less mon-
ey and fewer people'. Thus, along with the capital-
ists' onslaught against the workers' wage levels,
Carter is championing the capitalists' productivity
drive; a drive "to achieve our most important prior-
ities'" -~ realizing the maximum rate of profit for the
capitalist billionaires --by imposing terrible speed-
up and increased workloads on the backs of the work=-
ers. Of course, this further sweating of the workers
in the name of ""productivity growth' is also pushed
as a remedy for inflation. But this hoax is only a re-
hash of the "higher wages cause inflation' lie.

Carter's budget message places special emphasis
on "productivity growth' and proposes increased
spending in the 'basic research' portion of the bud-
get to study how to increase the intensity and pro-
ductivity of the workers' labor. The Carter admin-
istration has also set up a National Productivity
Board to direct the capitalists' productivity drive in
both the public and private sector. An example of
the "efficiency' that the Carter administration is
working for is its hospital ""cost containment'' pro-
gram to not only reduce hospital services hut also to
put even more unbearable workloads onto the hospital
workers. On the front of the exploiters' productivity
drive, the government is agzin '"demonstrating lead-
ership" with Carter's budget proposals to reduce the
federal workforce and increase the "efficiency' of
the low-level civil servants, maintenance workers,
etc. The recently enacted Civil Service Reform Act
contains provisions to make it easier to fire and
harass the workers to "increase efficiency', or as
Carter put it, "to reward those who do a good job and
correct or remove those who do not'' -~ which means
a "reward" of increased workloads for 'those who do
a good job" and firings and harassment for the rest.

A BUDGET OF MASS UNEMPLOYMENT

Carter's budget proposals call for the immediate
elimination of 200,000 CETA jobs and reducing fed-
eral workforces by tens of thousands of employees.
Gone are the Democratic Party election time pledges
of '"full employment'. Carter has declared the "fight
against inflation' to be the "number one priority",
while the "fight against unemployment' has supposedly
already ended in victory...with 5.8% of the workfaorce
(six million workers!) officially out of a job! Follow-
ing the standard Republican Party and ''big business"
rhetoric of !"eutting government spending'' to 'reduce
inflation", the'Carter administration, the so-called
champion of '"labor and the minorities', now admits
that it is quite willing to have an increase of unem-
ployment to 6.2% of the workforce by the end of 1979.

The proposed cutbacks of 200,000 CETA jobs ex-
poses the essence of the government's fraudulent
"jobs'" programs. Three and four years ago with the
onslaught of the capitalist economic crisis and with
some ten million unemployed, the "preo-labor"
Democrats, in alliance with the traitorous trade
union hacks and sold-out ''leaders' of the black peo-
ple, were campaigning feverishly for a series of
slave~labor 'jobs'' programs such as the Humphrey-
Hawkins bill and the Welfare Reform Act in the name
of achieving '"full employment'. These false prom-
ises of "full employment' are aimed not at ""creating
jobs'' but at diverting the mass struggle against the
high levels of joblessness. These "jobs' programs
themselves are in the main slave-labor schemes for
reducing regular workforces by replacing them with
low-paid trainees and with impoverished welfare
recipients forced to work for their benefits at
literally below minimum wage. How little these
"jobs'' programs have to do with eliminating the capi-
talist ulcer of mass unemployment can be seen with

Carter's proposal to cut back 200,000 CETA jobs.
This will mean both permanent cutbacks in the regu-
lar workforces as well as depriving the CETA work-
ers themselves of their meager livelihood, throwing
them back into the multi-million army of unemployed.

A BUDGET OF SOARING INFLATION AND
HIGH TAXES

Carter's "anti-inflation' budget of attack on the
working masses is in fact a budget of soaring infla-
tion and increased taxes. Like all lying capitalist
politicians, Carter promises that by imposing auster-
ity measures on the masses he will "balance the bud-
get" to '"control inflation". But in fact, Carter's bud-
get proposals include a huge deficit of over $30 bil-
lion and all the bourgeois economists agree that this
figure will prove to be a gross underestimation.
Carter boasts that his administration is on the way
towards a "balanced budget' while at the same time
he proposes enormous inflationary deficits surpassed
only twice in history by the record deficits at the end
of the Nixon-Ford administration.

It is the financing of these tens of billions of dol-
lars of federal deficits and the rampant speculations
of the financial oligarchy that cause inflation, the de-
preciation of the currency. Through inflation the
monopoly capitalist class, as a class acting through
its state apparatus, effects a general cut in the wages
of the workers. And it can be seen from Carter's
budget proposals that neither Carter nor any other
flunkey of monopoly capital has any intention of elim-
inating inflationary budget deficits which further im-
poverish the masses and swell the profit margins of
a handful of monopoly financiers.

Carter's lying claims about '"balancing the budget'
are also demagogy to justify imposing an even more
crushing tax burden on the masses. Already the
workers are being taxed to death, losing a third of
their wages in taxes to finance the reactionary and
parasitic activities of the monopoly capitalist state,
the soaring military budget, etc. Carter's budget for
fiscal year 1980 includes an increase of $47 billion in
taxes for a $502. 6 billion federal budget and the pro-
jections for fiscal year 1981 even dwarf this figure
with an expected $72 billion increase in tax levies.
This proposed $47 billion increase in the tax burden
more than doubles the average increase over the last
decade.

These gigantic sums of tax money are being ex-
torted from the workers while austerity measures
are being taken against the masses. Social Security
benefits are being cut back for some 400, 000 recipi-
ents. A whole series of services (such as various
education grants, health care programs, food pro-
grams, etc.) are now being cut back or scrapped.
Many of these programs, which were developed in
the past by the big bourgeoisie in their drive for
maximum profits (for instance the Medicaid and Me-
dicare programs to expand health care insurance and
finance soaring costs for the health care monopolies,
or the school milk program to subsidize the market
for the dairy monopolies, etc.), are being cut back in
favor of other more profitable expenditures and to
the detriment of the masses.

At the same time, the direct handouts to the finan-
cial parasites and big monopolists are being expand-
ed. Fifty-seven billion dollars, which amounts to
11.4% of Carter's entire budget, will be handed over
to the big Wall Street bankers who own the monstrous
federal debt of over $800 billion, towards interest
payments alone. The fabulously wealthy oil monopo-
lies, which continue to reap record billions by im-
posing phony "'shortages'' and soaring prices on the
masses, will receive a government handout of $7.8
billion for '"research and development' and for the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. Carter's budget also
includes for instance $8.2 billion of foreign ''aid'" to
serve the penetration and exploitation of the U.S.
neo-colonies by the multi-national corporations. And
the biggest handouts of all are for the war industry
monopolies and military contractors out of Carter's
record-setting $125 billion military budget.

A RECORD MILITARY BUDGET FOR ARMING
U.S. IMPERIALISM TO THE TEETH

In his budget proposals Carter states that 'there
are some areas where we cannot make major reduc-
tions'". And in the first place, these '"some areas'
are the arming and re-arming of U.S. imperialism's
colossal machinery for war. '"Defense' spending is
the largest portion of the federal budget if the Social
Security pension system is not included. (The fact
that military expenditures consume by far the largest
part of federal tax revenues is obscured by the inclu-
sion of the Social Security pension system in the so-
cial services portion of the federal budget. Social
Security is a retirement pgnsion system and is not
financed by federal taxes but by the dividends the
workers pay into this pension system. In 1968 Social
Security was combined with the federal budget to fa-
cilitate the plunder of this pension fund by the finan-
cial parasites. However, when this pension fund
with $115 billion of benefits in 1980 is separated from
the federal budget as in the past, military budget is
fully 30% of federal expenditures.) The military is
the only major section of the budget which continues
to rapidly expand. This enormous budget for the
means of mass slaughter and devastating war is a
record budget in real terms (after discounting for in-
flation) during ""peacetime', and is a tremendous ex-
posure of the imperialist pacifism, the "peace' dem-
agogy and '"human rights'’ of the Carter administra-
tion.

Carter's budget includes plans for stepping up
""combat readiness' in Europe and major expendi-
tures for re-arming the aggressive NATO forces.
Artillery shipments to the U.S. occupation forces in
Europe are being jacked up by one~third along with an
increased number of tanks and helicopters. Also,
billions of tax dollars are earmarked for new nuclear
weapons of mass slaughter such as the MX missile
system and a 43% hike in expenditures for Air Force
missiles, as well as new warships and 2,000 new jet
fighters.

Carter's military budget shows that U.S. imperial-
ism is not on the '"retreat' and becoming "peaceful"
as its lying apologists claim, but continues on the
road of militarization and imperialist aggression and
war. This arming and re-arming is part of the fren-
zied activities of U.S. imperialism to put down the
revolt of the proletariat and peoples, to crush the
movements for socialism and national liberation and
to contend for the domination of the globe with the
equally savage and aggressive Soviet social-imperial-
ism and other imperialisms. To defend and expand
the U.S. imperialist world empire, to protect the
super-profits of the imperialist bourgeoisie, U.S.
imperialism is preparing to slaughter the peoples in
inter-imperialist war. It is cementing its warmon-
gering alliance with the Chinese revisionists and is
setting up the aggressive Washington-Tokyo-Peking
axis. It is beefing up the NATO bloe and the reac~
tionary neo-colonial regimes in its bloody grip. For
these reasons, as Carter admits, on military mat-
ters U.S. imperialism ""cannot make major reduc-
tions'" but instead is arming to the teeth.

* * * * * *

In short, Carter's "anti-inflation' budget is a bud-
get of the monopoly capitalist offensive, of intensified
capitalist exploitation and oppression of the masses
and preparations for war. This offensive is the com-
mon program of the big bourgeoisie and all its flun-
keys, of the '"big business'' Republicans and "pro-
labor' Democrats alike, of the sold-out trade union
leaders and the opportunists of all hues. In the up-
coming debates in the talk-shop Congress over Car-
ter's budget, the only thing which will be debated is
how best to plunder the masses and how to divide up
the spoils. The only response of the proletariat and
oppressed people to the capitalist offensive is revolu-
tionary mass struggle -- revolutionary struggle
against the anti-working class measures, wage cuts,
speed-up, unemployment and growing impoverish-
ment and against the war preparations of the monopo-
1y capitalist ruling class. End.

TEAMSTERS

Continued from page 1

effects of rampant inflation on their real income. To
simply stay even with inflation in the first year of
their contract, the workers, in light of the present
annual inflation rate of 15.4%, are striving for the
maximum wage and benefit increase possible, and
for a cost-of-living adjustment formula that would
compensate them for any further rise in the inflation
rate. On the other side stands the trucking industry
and the monopoly capitalist state, which is trying to
impose a 7Y% limit on their wages, fringe benefits and
COLA increase.

However, in light of today's skyrocketing prices
and the reports of record corporate profits, even
"anti-inflation'" warrior Kahn was forced to admit on
March 13 that to try to hold the Teamsters to the 7%
pay standard amounts "to asking labor to settle for
what looks like a decline in real income''. Brilliant
arithmetic., And Teamster negotiator and vice presi-
dent Roy Williams complained recently that the prices
and profits statistics make it difficult for him and his
fellow sell-out artists to accept the 7% limit because
“our members can read too'.

Thus, caught between their desire to obey Carter's
guidelines and the difficulty of doing so in the face of
the workers' ""enlightenment' about the real situation,
Teamster bosses had to submit contract demands that
violate Carter's guidelines.

According to reports the Teamsters demanded a
75¢ an hour increase in wages for the first year of a
three-year contract, 50¢ an hour in the last two years,
a 509 increase in their COLA formula and a $30 a
week increase in fringe benefits. This amounts to a
359% total wage/benefits increase over three years, of
which 14-15% occurs in the first year. While these
demands are above Carter's 7% total wage/benefits
guideline, they nevertheless are still quite modest.

T - tevelsiae induatry countered with their propo-

sal for 65¢ an hour increase in wages in the first year,
10¢ an hour in the last two years, and a COLA formu-
la of their own. This amounts to a 17-1/2% total
wage/benefit increase over the three years. This is

a ridiculous proposal deserving nothing but contempt.

The Teamsters have also justly demanded a 58¢ an
hour cost-of-living catch up payment to be added on
to the first year's wages beginning April 1, as part of
the provisions of their previous contract. The Team-
ster Union officials are asking that the government
not compute this 58¢ increase as part of the 7% limit
on wages and benefits. This is a graphic example of
the entire attitude of the Teamster hacks in the nego-
tiations, an attitude of extreme respect for Carter's
"'voluntary" wage guidelines. Instead of boldly mobiliz—~
ing the truck drivers to defy Carter's wage controls,
they quietly and submissively request that the govern~
ment do the workers a favor here and there, in an
attempt to spread passivity and servility to the capi-
talist state in the ranks of the truck drivers.

Fitzsimmons also politely asked the government to
stretch the guidelines to allow the truck drivers var-
ious fringe benefit increases over and above the 7%
limit. One such fringe benefit increase speaks vol-
umes about the corrupt, capitalist nature of the
Teamsters Union bureaucrats. Federal law requires
that the trucking companies must significantly in-
crease their pension contribution to guarantee the
solvency of the Teamsters' Central States Pension
Fund which has been looted unmercifully by dirty
hands in the cookie jar. Fitzsimmons asked the gov-
ernment for an exemption from the wage guidelines
to accomodate these "higher costs''.

But despite the polite and submissive tone of the
labor lieutenants, the Carter administration has
refused to show any benevolence and has not relaxed
their "voluntary' guidelines. This has set the stage
for a big showdown. The Teamster truck drivers,
who have never been known for politeness towards the
hourgeoisie and who certainly are not submissive in

the slightest, who are militant and strong in numbers,
will never submit to the kind of outright robbery that
the rich capitalist thieves intend to pull off.

To "persuade' the truck drivers to sacrifice,
tighten their belts and accept a wage cut, the Carter
administration is not relying on the treachery and .
deception of their bought and paid-for union officials
alone. They are also desperately waving the big
stick of the law, police, courts and jails at the workers
as well. 1) Carter has vowed to seek a court injunc-
tion against a strike, and a Taft-Hartley injunction is
reportedly being prepared; 2) the administration is
shouting that it will consider ways of dealing with any
violence that may erupt, i.e. is considering how to
violently suppress the truck drivers; 3) Carter,
along with that darling of the labor aristocracy Ted
Kennedy, and others, is pushing for deregulation of
the trucking industry, allegedly to only increase price
competition, but also quite transparently to increase
the proportion of non-union drivers, to increase com-
petition among the workers and to attack the ability
of the truck drivers to organize against the bourgeoi-
sie. And besides this threat against the workers,
Kahn has 4) threatened the trucking companies that
the Interstate Commerce Commission might not allow
them to raise their rates (and profits) corresponding
to any wage and benefits increase over the 7% guide-
line. The Carter administration is trying to assist
the capitalists and stiffen their backbone to resist the
just demands of the truck drivers.

In the midst of all of these "very intimidating"
threats and bluster on the part of the government, the
truck driv' -s are calmly and eagerly getting prepared
for strugg!.. lecently they overwhelmingly sanc-
tioned strike action for April 1 if an agreement accep-
table to themselves has not been reached by that time.

The 300, 000 truck drivers occupy a strategic posi-
tion in the economy and the freight they haul cannot
be halted for more than a day or two without crippling
all sorts of commercial and industrial activities. For

example, a nationwide strike could force a near-total
shutdown of the auto industry in one week, while super-
markets would virtually run out of basic staples in
that time period. A strike would be a big blow to the
arrogance of the bourgeoisie and to Carter's wage
controls. And, should the truck drivers successfully
defy the wage guidelines and achieve a respectable
wage and benefits increase, it would arouse the mili-
tancy and fighting spirit of the hundreds of thousands
of other industrial workers facing similar struggles
against the capitalist state in the next few months. In
addition, 700,000 other trucking company employees
not included in the Master Freight Agreement pres-
ently being negotiated, generally pattern their con-
tracts after this one. This includes 65,000 United
Parcel Service Teamsters also negotiating for a new
contract at this time. Thus the Teamsters can play

a very significant exemplary role for the entire work-
ing class by fighting to defend their basic interests

in the coming days and weeks.

VIGOROUS MASS STRUGGLE CAN ALONE DEFEAT
WAGE CONTROLS

Carter's wage controls are part of the fascist offen-
sive of the rich to make the workers bear the burden
of the economic crisis. Not only is the capitalist
state attempting to suppress the workers' movement,
cut wages and fatten their profits, but it is stepping
up preparations to intensify its attacks through manda-
tory wage controls. Keeping pace with these escala~
ting attacks on the working class are the treacherous
activities of the labor aristocrats who work hand-in-
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