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COMMITTEE HOLDS VICTORIOUS

AFRICAN LIBERATION DAY
ALSC HITS TWO SUPERPOWERS

Under the theme, "Full Support for 
the Liberation Struggles in Southern 
Africa / Opposition to Superpower War 
Preparations," ALSC correctly built 
support for Africa within the context 
of the present world situation.

The ALD demonstration sharply hit both 
superpowers, the United States and the 
Soviet Union, as the two main enemies 
of the African people and oppressed 
peoples of the world, calling for "U.S./ 
U.S.S.R. Out of. Southern Africa."

The imperialist rulers of the Soviet 
Union masquerade as the "natural ally" 
of the Third World people to cover its 
underhanded attempts to split liberation 
groups and gain an imperialist foothold 
in Africa. At the same time, the United 
States, shaking from its defeat by the 
Indochinese people, tries to clean up 
its imperialist image by claiming to 
support "majority rule," "human rights," 
and dangling Andrew Young out front to 
champion its call for a "rational" 
solution to the African struggles.

"All Africa Is Standing UP!" shouted 
more than 850 demonstrators in 
Wash., D.C., under the banner of the 
African Liberation Support Committee on 
May 28, African Liberation Day (ALD) 
in support of African liberation struggles 
against white minority regimes, U.S. im­
perialism and social-imperialism of the 
Soviet Union.

Weathering attempts by the Revolution­
ary "Communist" Party to split it from 
within, the ALSC has organized its sixth 
successful ALD event and is on its way 
to rebuilding its revolutionary influence 
in the Afro-American movement and work­
ing class.

African Liberation Day, started by 
the African Liberation Day Coordinating

Committee in 1972 (the forerunner of 
the ALSC), is the traditional day of 
solidarity with the peoples of southern 
Africa fighting to regain control of 
their homeland from white colonialists 
and imperialists.

Since 1972, the ALSC has drawn more 
than 100,000 demonstrators, mainly 
Afro-Americans, to the street in militant 
support of the African people and against 
imperialism.

ALD '77 carried oh the revolutionary 
tradition of ALD and marked ALSC as a de­
finite progressive trend building support 
for Africa, distinguishable from a 
variety of narrow nationalists, opportun­
ists, and revisionists who claim to 
support African liberation.

Both superpowers must get out of 
Africa. The African people refuse to 
trade one set of oppressors for another 
set wearing a socialist mask and, through 
armed struggle and self-reliance, will 
succeed in driving all imperialists to 
the sea!

It is the struggle between the two 
superpowers to control Africa and the 
rest of the world that gives rise to 
the danger of another world war.
Thus, support for African
liberation struggles must be tied to 
opposition to superpower war preparation. 
As the rising imperialist power, more 
greedy and ambitious, the Soviet Social 
Imperialists are the main source of war, 
and represent the main danaer to the
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ALSC-Forward To National Conference!
Under the leadership of the African 

Liberation Support Committee, African Li­
beration Day 1977 was a smashing success! 
Its correct principles of unity and un­
yielding determination to help lead the 
US working class, particularly the Afro- 
American masses to support the just strug­
gles of the African fighters in Southern 
Africa, has led to a vigorous resurgence 
of the ALSC since it began to rebuild it­
self last fall.

Due to the hard work of the many ch­
apters, the Support Committee has laid the 
basis to systematically continue it^s sup­
port work.

On the heels~of this years sucessful 
ALD, the ALSC has made plans for its annu­
al national conference the weekend of July 
30, in New York. This will be an import­
ant occasion for all the chapters and oth­
er progressive people to unite to chart 
the path of the ALSC for the coming year.

This particular conference is very 
important for strengthening the local cha­
pters and a national program of work. The 
conference will accomplish four tasks.

First, there will be a lively discu­

ssion on the international situation. Why 
are the two imperialist superpowers--the 
United States and the Soviet Union--the 
main enemies of the African and the world' 
s people? Why is it that the Soviet social 
imperialist(socialist in words but imper­
ialist in deeds) the main danger and main 
source of a new world war? How does this 
show itself, particularly in Africa? What 
does this have to do with the working cla­
ss and oppressed people in the US? The 
discussion on the international situation 
has historically been one of the import­
ant areas which has brought clarity to the 
future direction of the ALSC.

Second, the conference will consoli­
date around its correct principles of uni­
ty. It is very important for all chapters 
and future ALSC members to clarify, deepen 
our understanding, and firmly unite around 
a clear set of principles of unity which 
will guide us in carrying out future tasks.

Third will be the adoption of a nat­
ional program of work for the local chapt­
ers. The history of the ALSC and the work 
of the chapters since last September are 
rich traditions of work which the ALSC 
must learn from and continue.

Fourth, the annual election of the 
national steering committee members will 
take place.

We call on all political activists, 
workers, students, etc., all who are inter­
ested in building up the ALSC to attend 
the national conference. There will be mo­
re details in the next issue of the Work- 
ers Viewpoint newspaper. Interested com-_ 
rades aha FrTends should contact the ALSC 
national office in Washington, D.C. for 
more information. Write: P.O. Box 3161 
Wash., D.C. 20010 or Call: (301)322-8452.

The Workers Viewpoint Organization 
sees these plans for the upcoming nation­
al conference as vital tasks \vhich the 
ALSC has correctly and boldly set to ac­
complish. Linking tightly the fight again­
st exploitation and oppression in the US 
with the fight against both superpowers 
in Africa, the support committee will su­
rely succeed. Fight on ALSC! Take up your 
tasks!
ALD 77 WAS A GREAT BEGINNING!
LEARN FROM ALSC's HISTORICAL PROGRAM OF 
WORK.'
LET THE TWO IMPERIALIST SUPERPOWERS TREMBLE 
FORWARD TO A SUCCESSFUL ALSC NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE! ■
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give correct communist leadership to the 
ALSO in particular and the entire U.S. 
multinational working class and oppressed 
nationalities in general. This is shown 
by its successful struggle against 
opportunists within ALSO, and its leading 
role in demarcating the ALSO from various 
misleaders.

Solidarity messages from the Iranian 
Students Association, Ethiopian Students 
of North America, Eritreans for Libera-, 
tion in North America voiced the struggles 
of oppressed people throughout Africa and 
all over the world against imperialism,

Using new forms of struggle, ajC-ollec- 
tive from the West Coast called The Family 
(ML) performed, a skit, exposing the reac­
tionary nationalism represented by Stokely 
Carmichael,and the May Day singers 
stirred the crowd with revolutionary songs.

The Revolutionary Youth League (RYL) 
hailed the fight of the African libera­
tion fighters. . It called on all revolu­
tionary minded youth to join the RYL 
in channeling the vitality and strength 
of the youth into the struggle against 
capitalist oppression.

Just as sure as the African liberation movements are on the road to victory, the suc­
cessful ALD 77, was a sure sign that the ALSO is taking up its fighting task of sup­
porting those struggles and linking it up to fighting imperialism here and elsewhere.

ALD
(Continued from previous page)

African people and oppressed peoples of 
the world. However, the United States, 
more exposed in the eyes of the people 
because of its history of oppression 
and open support of fascist regimes as 
in southern Africa, has to be thoroughly 
routed and kicked out of Africa!

This was reflected in the ALSC chants 
"U.S.-Soviets Grab For More, Push Us 
Into World War, The Masses Must Prepare!" 
and "Soviet Bosses Grab For More, Main 
Source of World War!"

PROLETARIAN CHARACTER AND SPIRIT OF 
THE DEMONSTRATION

Since its formation, the ALSC has 
struggled to advance its understanding 
of the nature of the oppression of the 
African people and link that to the 
oppression of Afro-Americans. Thus, the 
ALSC-led demonstration reflected the 
link between the struggles of the 
African people and the U.S. multi-national 
working class and oppressed nationalities 
in the overwhelmingly proletarian composi 
tion of the marchers. The stand of the 
working class with the African people and 
the oppressed peoples of the world shone 
through like a beacon, giving the ALD 
march a strong, revolution­
ary character.

Through sharp, lively agitational raps 
linking our struggle against U.S. imper­
ialism here with the African peoples 
struggles, militant chants and stirring 
revolutionary songs, the ALD demonstra­
tion breathed life into the streets of 
D.C. where imperialist exploitation 
tries to choke the life out of the people. 
The ALD march flowed with the revolution­
ary spirit of the workers and oppressed 
nationalities, reflecting the certainty 
that , the masses of people will end all 
oppression and liberate all mankind.

Marching through the Afro-American . 
community, the ALD marchers pointed out 
that it's the same .imperialist system 
which crowds working people and Afro- 
Americans into slum housing, drives us 
ontothe street corner because we can't 
find a job, or forces us to "crime" 
just to survive or to prostitution, to 
buy drugs to escape our oppression.

It's the same imperialist system that 
pays African workers pennies a day for 
backbreaking labor, forced African people 
to carry a passbook in their own country 
and kills any African who resists this 
fascist repression. It's the same enemy- 
So support for African people is support 
for our own struggle against imperialism.

The response from the people on the 
streets and in their homes hanging qu.t 
windows was inspiring as almost everyone 
threw up a fist in solidarity, cheered 
the march, joined in the chants, or 
joined the march itself.

Passing through the notorious red light 
district of D.C., where the bourgeoisie 
has concentrated its spread of degenerate 
culture, drugs, and sex mania in an 
attempt to diffuse our revolutionary 
struggle, the demonstrators exposed im­
perialist oppression as the root cause. 
The ALD marchers chanted "Drugs, Porno, 
Prostitution, Won't keep Us From Revolu­
tion. "

The march lasted almost three hours, 
yet the marchers, including children and 
elderly workers, maintained their enthu­
siasm and militancy throughout the long 
march and during the rally afterwards.

MILITANT RALLY ON ALD

At the rally, a representative from 
the Zimbabwe African National Union 
(ZANU) spoke about the rising liberation 
struggle in Zimbabwe, clearly hitting 
the imperialist maneuvers of both U.S. 
and Soviet Union and declaring that vic­
tory of the African people is near.

A solidarity message from the Workers 
Viewpoint Organization brought the crowd 
to its feet, putting forth the call for 
socialist revolution as the solution to 
exploitation of the workers and oppressed 
masses in the U.S., the only hope for 
an end to all exploitation by paving 
the way for communism. Also, the WVO 
representative linked our final goal of 
communism with the need for communist 
leadership of ALSC. Having emerged as 
the basis for the genuine Communist Party, 
the WVO is the only organization able to

A solidarity message and poetry from 
the Revolutionary Communist League 
(RCL-MLM) linked the struggle to ; 
support Africa with the struggle for 
socialist revolution in the U.S.

An ALSC national steering committee 
member ended the rally by hailing the 
Success of the ALD event in carrying on 
the revolutionary tradition of ALD and 
signifying the forward march of ALSC to 
rebuild itself as a nation-wide mass 
fighting organization.

ALSC EXPOSES OPPORTUNIST CHARACTER OF TWO 
OTHER ALD DEMONSTRATIONS

ALSC workers and supporters around tne 
country mobilized for the national demon­
stration in D.C. by drawing out the dif­
ferences between the three ALD events.
ALSC members drew out the narrow nation­
alism of the All African People's Revolu­
tionary Party and the opportunism of the 
"ALD Coalition " calling itself the 
ALDC creatine confusion and nreternliiTe' 
to be ALSC. ALSC is not afraid to ex­
plain its views to the masses and let the 
people judge it. Both opportunist groups 
depend on confusion and lies to pull the 
masses to their events. However, clarity 
is in the interest of the masses and 
ALSC, so ALSC members sought everv oppor­
tunity to expose the two groups and put 
forth its program to support the libera­
tion struggle.

Yet, the AAPRP and ALD Coalition ducked 
and ran everytime. At the last minute, 
the AAPRP pulled out of a scheduled forum 
with the ALSC on a D.C. college campus. 
Also, in D.C. at an annual Malcolm X 
rally a week before ALD, all three 
groups were on the program. Only the 
ALSC spoke to the masses of people about 
the sham character of the other two 
groups. The other two groups did not even

* (Continued on page S-6)
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B R IEF H IS TO R Y

O F A L S C S  PR O G R A M  O F W O RK
"Historical experience merits at­

tention." In our efforts to build the 
African Liberation Support Committee 
(ALSC), there are many lessons that can 
be learned from the history of the ALSC 
itself. Particularly, how correct 
methods of work and leadership, encour­
aging debate and struggle within the ALSC, 
pushes forward the work of supporting 
liberation movements and building up the 
ALSC.

A brief sketch of the History of the 
ALSC reveals a number of these lessons.

The historic first African Libera­
tion Day (ALD) march and rally in 1972, 
centered in Washington, D.C., San Francis­
co, Canada and the Caribbean was a tre­
mendous success. Over 80,000 people de­
monstrated their support for the African 
liberation struggles., Carried out under 
the leadership of the African Liberation 
Day Coordinating Committee (ALDCC), it 
was solid proof that the Afro-American
people supported the African liberation

......... ......_  :

I -

which helped to broaden the base of the e- 
vent. But. many
of the endorsers of the ALDCC only allow­
ed their names to be used or to affiliate 
with the event, after it became absolute­
ly clear that the event would be support­
ed by the masses. Many of them, like 
Jesse Jackson, for example, refused to 
be associated until the last minute.
Even "the brave fearless leader" Stokely 
Carmichael originally opposed the idea on 
the basis that Black people were not 
marching and picketing anymore— "a sure 
request to get beaten by the police." 
Despite the reservations and hesitations 
of many persons, (called at that time 
"the prophets of negativism") the Pan 
Africanist and nationalist core pushed 
forward, relied on the masses, and
built a successful event.

CORRECT METHODS OF WORK AND LEADERSHIP 
A KEY-TO BUILDING ALSC '

Following on the heels of the sec- 
cessful ALD 1972, it was decided to end the

fund raising events to collect money for 
the ALSC and the UAA.

The local committees carried forward 
the ALSC program by involving the masses, 
unleashing their initiative, and at the 
same time learning from the masses. It was 
through this type work, that ALSC was able 
to learn the concerns, questions and sug­
gestions of the masses about the ALSC worl

Based on the work of the local 
committees, ALD 1973 was a' tremendous 
success, as demonstrations were held in 
over 26 cities and over 50 local comm­
ittees were formed and strengthened.
From the pockets of the masses themselves 
$40,000 was raised for the UAA and con­
tributed to the liberation movements 
from the ALSC and the U.S. masses. A- 
frican Liberation Day truly bagan to be­
come rooted in the hearts and minds of

the masses and scores Af advanced elemen- 
from the Black Liberation Movement were 
won to the program of the ALSC.

movements and had anti-imperialist sol­
idarity with the just struggles of op­
pressed people the world over.

ALDCC, and formanongoing mass organiza­
tion that could carry on work throughout 
the year. Thus, the ALSC was born.

LIVELY AND PRINCIPLED IDEOLOGICAL STRUG­
GLE HELPED TO CONSOLIDATE ALSC, DEEPEN 
AND BROADEN WORK.

This first ALD march and rally was 
a temporary united front made up of dif­
ferent classes and strata in the Afro- 
American community. The united front was 
set up to have a huge demonstration on 
the last weekend of May 1972. With this 
purpose, the united front called itself 
the African Liberation Day Coordinating 
Committee (ALDCC). Though there were 
different classes and strata from the 
black community in the ALDCC, the hard 
working core and leadership was provided 
by honest forces among the Pan African­
ists.

This Pan Africanist trend saw Black 
People the world over as "Africans" and 
■saw the principal focus of struggle for 
Black people, wherever they were, as the 
Liberation of the African continent.
By carrying out the day to day work of 
propaganda and agitation and organiz­
ing the masses (workers, students, com­
munity activists] , they were able
to gather endorsements from numerous 

Black politicans and movement "personal­
ities" and form the ALDCC. But the char­
acter and program of the ALD was clearly 
guided and defined by the Pan Africanist 
and nationalist core that originated the 
idea and carried out the work.

Although endorsed by politicians 
like Congressmen Charles Diggs and Will­
iam Faunteroy, numerous Black intellect­
uals, the Black Panther Party and many o- 
thers, none of these members of the ALDCC 
did any work toward building for the ev­
ent. They did allow th<iir names to be used-

Summing up that the success of the 
first ALD was due mainly to the work of 
the local groups of activists, workers . 
and students, and faced with the task of 
building up an active ongoing ALSC, the 
decision was made to carry out the ALD 73 
events on a local level. In this way, 
building local marches and rallies would 
further unleash the initiative of the lo­
cal committees and more firmly root them 
in their local communities.

The national program consisted of 
carrying out seminars on the nature of 
the African liberation movements, raising 
funds for the liberation struggles throu­
gh the United African Appeal (UAA), and 
collecting materials (medical, clothing, 
radio equipment, ) for the liberation
movements. Many local committees learned 
that correct methods of work and leader­
ship were essential to building up the 
committees and gaining support from the 
masses for the ALSC program.

Local activities ranged from street 
corner and shopping center tables to agi­
tate and collect money for the United Afri 
can Appeal to doing propaganda and educa­
tional seminars for church and community 
groups. Many committees not only carried 
out large demonstrations against Gulf Oil, 
but also engaged in one to one conversa­
tions, door to door collections, and dis­
cussions with interested families.

Showing boundless creativity, local 
committees organized medical students to 
collect medical supplies, and other stud­
ent groups to hold dances and numerous

The 1973 ALD events themselves re­
flected the development and maturing of 
different trends inside ALSC, and the 
forthcoming struggle around which trend 
would guide the work and program of the 
ALSC. In some areas, the main theme of 
the ALD events was incorrectly to "op­
pose all Europeans the ivorld over," while 
in other areas, the theme was correctly 
directed at opposing the imperialist 
system, particularly U.S. multinational 
corporations.

In the course of carrying out the 
ALSC program, many committees began to 
learn from the liberation movements* ad­
vice that the most fundamental support 
that we could give was to struggle again­
st the U.S. monopoly capitalists and uni­
te with all the revolutionary peoples in 
the U.S. These committees also began to 
learn from the developing anti-revision­
ist communist movement in the U.S. and 
from the Afro-American masses themselves. 
These crucial lessons led the committees 
to take up the serious study of Marxism- 
Leninism-Mao Tse-tung Thought

Boycotting against Gulf Oil stimu­
lated many ALSC members to study imper­
ialism in a serious way. Trying to an­
swer the Afro-American masses'questions 
as to the nature of the relationship bet­
ween their struggles and the African 
liberation movements, and more pointedly 
their questions about "what are we doing 
about the conditions here?", forced many 
advanced elements to re-evalute their 
former Pan Africanist positions. To

(Continued on page S-7)



P.S-4, WORKERS VIEWPOINT SUPPLEMENT July 1977

A L S C  M A R C H I

A frican  U beratk

Continuing in the fine tradition of the African Liberation Support Committee, ALD 77 
was a great victory for the ALSC. Over 850 people took part in a militant, spirited, 
organized march and rally. Coming on the heels of~the sucessful demonstration on 
March 21st in Oakland, Ca. , which drew 5000 people, ALSC demonstrated that it is not

only able to mobilize and win the confidence 
to mobilise and win the confidence of workers 
ties. ALL 77 Was surely a slap in the face t 
Stokely Carmichael who in vain try to hold bet

Marching through the Afro-American community, and onto the grounds of the capital', 
past the Washington Monument, the ALD march condemned the role of both superpowers 
in Africa, hit the exploitation and oppression that US workers and oppressed peoples 
face in the US, and brought forward the bright future and inevitable victory of the

African liberation fighters and revolutionary pi 
the WVO, pointing to the monument in the baakgn 
class seizeS' state power in the US, we will make 
work, by chipping the monument, a hated symbol c



A L S O  M A R C H E S

African Liberation

F O R W A R D !

Day 1977

pif i
. v m  .

tot*4®

w * .

sn Support Committee, ALD 77 
oart in a militant, spirited, 
lessful demonstration on 
demonstrated that it is not

only able to mobilize and win the 
to mobilize and win the confidence 
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Stokely Carmichael who in vain try

confidence of the Afro-American people, but is able 
of workers and oppressed people' of all nationali- 
the face to petty-bourgeois nationalists such as 
to hold bank history by seeing ALD"for Blacks only'

grounds of the capital, 
role of both superpowers 
kers and oppressed peoples 
inevitable victory of the

African liberation fighters and revolutionary peoples the world over. A speaker from 
the WVO, pointing to the monument in the background, promised that when the working 
class seizes^ state power in the US, we will make the Rockefellers do an honest days 
work, by chipping the monument, a hated symbol of their rule, down "piece-by-piece".

REME
JUNE 16, 1976. Thousands of ri 
ary students in the township o 
Azania, outside of Johannesbun 
as one to fight the fascist wh 
ity regime. Armed only with tl 
determination to liberate thei 
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the revolutionary students., ch< 
Black Power slogans and hurlin< 
and stones, suffered brutal su] 
by the vicious South African p< 
Scores of unarmed youth were s! 
like during the March 21, 1960 
ville Massacre. But fearless, 
by the burning desire for natic 
ation, the revolutionary youth 
again and again, burning gover 
ings and the buses that take t 
day to slave in the white area 
nesburg. Once again, the Azan| 
demonstrated that they will fiJ 
f'nal victory. Once again, th< 
masses demonstrated that "All i 
Standing Up!"

The June 16 demonstration 
off by a law mandating the use 
language in Soweto's elementar 
high schools. Afrikaans., the 
the white-minority rulers is a 
the centuries-long colonial op 
the Azanian people. The June 
protest, was preceded by at le 
of sporadic student strikes an 
spread boycott of classes in t 
The just uprising cruickly arou 
mass support and spread to at 
other Black townships. Worker 
the struggle, as South Africa i 
by demonstrations and struggle

There are many dates that 
the determination of the Azartii 
to fight until final victory, ; 
centuries-long colonialism and 
June 16 will forever be rememb'
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f their rule, down "piece-by-piece".

JUNE 16,- 1976. Thousands of revolution­
ary students in the township of Soweto. 
Azania, outside of Johannesburg, rose up 
as one to fight the fascist white-minor­
ity regime. Armed only with the fierce 
determination to liberate their country 
from the clutches of the minority regime, 
the revolutionary students., chanting 
Black Power slogans and hurling sticks 
and stones, suffered brutal suppression 
by the vicious South African police.
Scores of unarmed youth were shot down, 
like during the March 21, 1960 Sharpe- 
ville Massacre. But fearless, and driven 
by the burning desire for national liber­
ation, the revolutionary youth advanced 
again and again, burning government build­
ings and the buses that take them every­
day to slave in the white areas of Johan­
nesburg. Once again, the Azanian masses 
demonstrated that they will fight until 
final victofry. Once again, the Azanian 
masses demonstrated that "All Africa is 
Standing Up!"

The June 16 demonstration was sparked 
off by a law mandating the use of Afrikaans 
language in Soweto's elementary and junior 
high schools. Afrikaans., the language of 
the white-minority rulers is a symbol of 
the centuries-long colonial oppression of 
the Azanian people. The June 16 militant 
protest, was preceded by at least 5 weeks 
of sporadic student strikes and a wide­
spread boycott of classes in the township. 
The just uprising cruickly aroused broad 
mass support and spread to at least 8 
other Black townships. Workers joined 
the struggle, as South Africa was rocked 
by demonstrations and struggle for months.

There are many dates that symbolize 
the determination of the Azanian masses 
to fight until final victory, against tne' 
centuries-long colonialism and domination. 
June 16 will forever be remembered as anon

ther day when the Azanian people stood up 
as one to fight for their liberation. June

16 again signalled the bright future of the 
Azanian masses and the inevitable doom of 
the fascist white minority regime. The 
revolutionary masses the world over will 
support and commemorate June 16 as a glor­
ious day in the history of the Azanian 
people and all peoples struggling for inde 
Dendence, liberation and revolution.

Even now, one year later, as June 16th 
nears in Azania, the white-minority regime 
is shaking with the fear of mass actions 
by the Azanian masses, commemorating last 
year's heroic uprising. On the other hand 
the revolutionary masses, defying all dif­

ficulties, have demonstrated that last year 
year's uprising "lives in their hearts,” 
that the struggle continues, that those 
who fell in last year's struggle did not 
fall in vain.

To show our solidarity with the 
struggle of the Azanian masses, workers 
and oppressed people in the US and in 
other parts of the world will engage in 
numerous activities commemorating the 
heroic June 16th uprising. It will be a 
day to unite still more firmly with the 
struggle of the Azanian people, draw 
further strength and inspiration from 
that struggle, and sharpen our commitment 
to struggle to the end against all forms 
of exploitation and oppression!

LONG LIVE THE HEROIC JUNE 16th UPRISING!

THE AZANIAN PEOPLE WILL SURELY WIN VICTORY 
THROUGH SELF RELIANCE AND ARMED STRUGGLE!

KICK THE TWO SUPERPOWERS, US IMPERIALISM 
AND SOVIET SOCIAL-IMPERIALISM OUT OF 
AFRICA!

WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLES OF THE 
WORLD UNITE!
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ALD
Continued from page S-2)

mention all three ALD events, hoping to 
avoid struggle and build up the existing 
confusion.

Exposure of the opportunist forces 
continued during the ALD march. Passing 
by the site of the Stokely Carmichael 
AAPRP event, ALSC agitators laid out that 
the line of AAPRP effectively divides 
and weakens the struggle of Afro-Americans, 
the multi-national working class and all 
oppressed people. It diverts the strug­
gle of Afro-Americans away from U.S. 
imperialism. And by claiming that the 
core of the Black revolution is in Africa, 
it promotes passive acceptance of our 
oppression, because we aren't in Africa.
And Carmichael's position that the Soviet 
Union is "socialist'shields Soviet Social 
Imperialism (socialist in words, imperial­
ist in deeds) and directly aids the 
Soviet Social Imperialists' plunder of the 
African people. "Stokely, AAPRP, Split 
Our Ranks for the Enemy," called the 
ALSC marchers. Many honest Afro-Americans 
at the AAPRP event left and joined the 
ALSC march.

Within hearing distance of the ALD 
Coalition event, ALSC drew out the RCP, 
the true backer of the coalition hiding 
behind its intermediate organizations.
RCP tried to steal the revolutionary his­
tory and tradition of ALSC to worm its 
way into the Afro-American movement by 
covering up its historical chauvinist 
line on the Afro-American national ques­
tion and on ALSC. "To Hell With You, RCP, 
You Can't Split ALSC," shouted the masses 
loud and clear.

Also, while it was using its front 
group, the Revolutionary Workers Congress, 
the RCP mutated and distorted the prin­
ciples of unity of ALSC to let the Soviet 
Union off the hook. The opportunism of 
the RCP has been fully exposed in past 
issues of the W O  newspaper (see Vol.II,
No. 5).

The correct line of the ALSC had posi­
tive results. During its mobilization,
ALSC concentrated on boldly putting out 
its line, relying on the masses to unite 
with the political views which correctly 
stand with their interests.

ALSC BUILT A BROAD BASE OF SUPPORT FOR ALD

In Wash., D.C., leafleting teams handed 
out several thousand leaflets. Informa­
tion tables were set up in strategic 
locations in Afro-American working class 
neighborhoods, and a sound truck circulated 
through the community giving agitational 
raps on the need to support the ALSC-led 
event.

Also, ALSC members spoke to churches, 
community and student organizations, 
conducted programs at workplaces and 
introduced resolutions to endorse ALD 
in union meetings. This provided a good
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opportunity to further expose trade 
union misleaders who refused to support 
African struggles, who balked at identify­
ing U.S. imperialism, and blocked all 
trade union resolutions supporting 
African liberation in spite of rank and 
file support.

Utilizing the superstructure to enhance 
the base work, ALSC made effective use of 
the media to lay out its views to a wide 
audience.

However, throughout the intense mobili­
zation for ALD, the orientation remained 
to view ALD as an opportunity to deepen 
the ties of ALSC with the Afro-American 
community and working class, to consoli­
date a national core of ALSC members 
who would remain after ALD had come and 
gone and to train ALSC members in doing 
mass work, learning how to put out the 
line of ALSC, show the link between our 
struggles and actively involve the masses 
of people in support for African liber­
ation .

ALD was a tremendous success in pushing 
forward the work of ALSC as well as build­
ing broad support for Africa.

National ALSC Conference Held 

The national ALD weekend also included

a national conference, to further consol­
idate the ALSC and its supporters, unite 
still more firmly around a correct poli­
tical analysis and program for the ALSC, 
and to raise the political understanding 
of all those who were involved. This was 
a further slap in the face to the oppor­
tunism of the Revolutionary Communist 
Party and the Revolutionary Workers Con­
gress ALD Coalition who, while in the 
ALSC, tried to prevent the ALSC from 
having a conference on the same weekend 
of the demonstration.

Hundreds of ALSC supporters attended 
the different sessions sponsored by the 
ALSC.

On Friday night, approximately 125 
people, mainly communists and forces that 
had studied Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse Tung 
Thought, attended the session to parti­
cipate in the discussion and debate on 
"How To Build Up The ALSC?" There were 
two presentations, one by the Workers 
Viewpoint Organization and one by the 
Revolutionary Communist League. Both 
were comradely and reflected a high de­
gree of unity, struggle, unity. After 
the presentations, participants took 
part in a lively debate and discussion.

The WVO advanced definite programmatic 
views, particularly that of seeing the 
priority in the coming period as the 
building up of the ALSC chapters them­
selves in order to broaden out AlSC's 
influence. This focus was necessary to 
strengthen the relatively new chapters 
and a way to ensure that the ALSC can 
maintain its independence and initiative 
in united front efforts.

The RCL, spent most of its time at­
tempting to prove that the WVO is "hege­
monic" for openly stating that it strives 
to lead the ALSC.

In defending the Leninist principle 
of ''Partyism" that is, the Party always 
strives to win leadership of mass organ­
izations, the WVO drew a sharp distinc­
tion between assuming leadership by pro­
clamation, and winning leadership on the 
basis of political correctness and cor­
rect methods of leadership and work.

In addition, the WVO refuted RCL's cries 
of "hegemony" as petty-bourgeois resis­
tance to the WVO going all out to push 
forward the work of the ALSC, and a fear 
of being dominated by the correct line 
and leadership of the WVO - a line and 
leadership that is in the interest of 
the ALSC, developing it and pushing it 
forward. If one organization, based 
on correctness of its theory and prac­
tice, was able to provide leadership, then 
this could only be viewed as a positive 
thing, in the interest of the ALSC, and. 
not as "hegemonic."

This part of the session was fruitful, 
as many participants came to see that 
while adhering.to the principled unity of 
the ALSC, communists always strive to 
give leadership, to bring more conscious­
ness and organization to mass organiza­
tions .

On the other hand, the Friday night 
session could have been much more fruit­
ful. The session was not able to go 
deeply into concrete programmatic views, 
which did not allow for many participants 
to become more clear on how they could 
definitely help to build up the ALSC in 
their local areas. This was due partly 
to RCL's method of struggle. Blinded by 
their attempts to prove the WVO "hegemon­
ic," the RCL chose to struggle around 
every criticism and question that they 
had of the WVO, which objectively gave 
rise to debating "who said what, when 
and where?" This prevented many partici­
pants from engaging in discussion for 
large portions of the evening.

Saturday morning before the demonstr­
ation, several workshops on 1) the strug­
gle in Zimbabwe, 2) the struggle in An­
gola, and the 3) struggle in Ethiopia-
Eritrea, were attended by over one hurt̂ .—---
dred people. These workshops definitely, 
aided in bringing more clarity to ALSC 
supporters on the nature of the liberation 
struggles in Africa, the role of the two 
superpowers (particularly Soviet social- 
imperialism) , and what should be the cor­
rect way to support those struggles.

Saturday evening, after the march., and 
rally, the session for debate and discus­
sion on the Principles of Unity for ALSC 
was unable to take place. The rally 
started late and did not end until close to 8, 
mainly because many buses arrived late due to 
sabotage by the bourgeoisie. The rally ended 
for dinner and for those who had a long ride 
home to start to leave. As a result, the con­
ference could not get started until 9:30.

The National Steer­
ing Committee quickly met; and only after 
the discussion and agreement by the NSC 
to change the original agenda-- due to 
necessity-- was this recommendation put 
forth to the conference.

Part of the ori-
nal agenda - the presentation and debate on the 
international situation - was postponed to allow 
the chair to lay out the ALSC principles of unity 
to newcomers and to go into the proposed positive 
program of action for ALSC in the coming months.

This was a shortcoming, as over 
350 people attended to participate and 
debate. Instead, the session adopted the 
steering committee resolutions on taking 
up the debate at the upcoming ALSC na­
tional conference, condemned the split­
ting and wrecking activity of the two 
other ALD functions, and united with the 
principles of unity and program put for­
ward by the steering committee to guide 
the ALSC until the national conference.

Overall, the planned conference proved 
the correctness of the ALSC line of hav­
ing a conference as well as a March and 
Rally. This was a clear contrast to the 
two other ALD events, and showed that ALSC 
is continuing its tradition of giving 
concrete support to the liberation strug­
gles as well as providing forums and situ­
ations for debate and struggle,raising 
our political understanding of the seri­
ous questions that face us in carrying 
out support work.

(Continued on page S-8)

The Family(ML) performs one skit that brought out the revolutionary spirit ana
determination of the African liberation fighters. The entire■ crowd stood- up when the 
May Day Singers sang "All Africa's Standing Up.'", written for African Liberation Day.
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ALD, 1972 in Washington, D.C. was a tremendous success, as thou- eration movements. This was Decause many local activists used
sands came out to demonstrate their support for the African Lib- some aspects of correct methods of leadership and work.

take a more clear-headed view of the con­
crete reality of the U.S. revolution.
For instance , how to deal with the nar­
row position of only passing out leaflets 
to Black workers and not White workers? 
These cruestions gave rise to the two- 

line struggle inside ALSC;"whether to 
unite with the multi-national working 
class or confine the work to Afro-
Americans only?".

This two line struggle had tremend­
ous implications for the work of the ALSC 
and its program. Some of the programmatic 
issues at stake were: Whether ALSC was 
to oppose imperialism as well as racism; 
to build unity with white workers and all 
oppressed people; do support work for lib­
eration struggles outside of Africa; and 
link up the struggles against imperialism 
elsewhere with issues in the US?

Petty-bourgeois nationalist, such 
as Stokely Carmichael, refused to learn 
from the masses, and opposed the forward 
progress of the ALSC at every step.

Throughout the year the struggles 
were waged not only inside ALSC, but 
inside the entire Black Liberation 
Movement, as they bec-ame the most 
widely talked about topic wherever 
advanced political activists were 
to be found. So stimulating and im­

portant were the struggles that the May^ 
1974 ALD march and demonstration was 
scheduled for Washington, D.C. again, in 
order to carry out a national conference 
on the topic "Which Road for the Black 
Liberation Movement?"

The early stages of this struggle 
were very fruitful as position papers on 
the two views were written on the sub­
ject, forums organized, and hundreds of 
brothers and sisters had their political 
understanding raised about the nature 
of imperialism, racism, the nature of 
the U.S. revolution, the class structure 
of the Afro-American people, the friends 
and allies of the Black Liberation Move­

ment. The petty bourgeois nationalist 
forces wanted to.^divide the Afro-Amer­
ican liberation movement from the mul­
ti-national working class. They wanted 
to take the Afro-American masses on a 
"dream world" to Africa and stop fight­
ing oppression in the U.S. The narrow 
nationalists were thoroughly defeated.

The ALD 1974 was a tremendous suc­
cess, as a weekend of demonstrations
against imperialism and fruitful workshops 
consolidated the ALSC more and pushed 
forward the work tenfold.

THE GREAT TURN TOWARDS MARXISM

Summed up in the title, "Which 
Road...?", the substance of the struggle 
at the 1974 Conference was:
The advanced elements should take the 
road of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung 
Thought and not the reactionary narrow 
nationalist road.

This struggle had been going on 
since the 1973 ALD, and the '74 Confer­
ence capped it off. Those advanced ele­
ments in the ALSC who had moved on from 
Pan Africanism towards Marxism scored a 
total ideological and organizational 
victory over the reactionary petty bour­
geois nationalists, and definitely broke 
with them. The Conference left Stokely 
Carmichael looking like a total fool.

The leadership's advance towards 
Marxism was the most important turning 
point in the ALSC's entire history.
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought be­
gan to throw a whole new light and direc­
tion on the work of the ALSC, as soon 
as the leading activists began to apply it. 
This turn towards Marxism set the solid 
basis for the ALSC's work in 1974 around 
domestic issues like the "oil crisis", 
police repression and support-work for 
workers struggles, and its boycott of

Rhodesian chrome that same year; it also 
set the basis for the work against unem­
ployment, inflation and budget cuts in 
the 1975 ALD. Through twists and turns, 
this Marxist leadership has continued to 
build and consolidate the ALSC to the 
present, symbolized by the victorious 
1977 ALD.

In 1974, the ALSC committee in Houston took 
up work with longshoremen, invited them to ALSC 
events and won them to boycott Rhodesian chrome. 
This followed the work of Southern University 
students who had won longshoremen in Burnside, 
Louisiana to refuse to unload Rhodesian chrome 
in that area.

The support committee in Wash­
ington, D.C. took up the struggle of 
government ‘ employees and striking 
maintenance workers.

In New York, the ALSC joined in 
the struggle to protest the murder of 
an Afro-American .youth by the N.Y. po­
lice department; ,

In Denver, the ALSC carried out 
concrete support for Ch-icano women 
protesting against the brutal treat­
ment by the Welfare Department, by

(Continued on next oage)

To carry our current ALSC program out amongst the masses, we must learn.fr y the 
rich history of the ALSC, and link it tightly with, our current understanding.
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joining the picket' lines, mobilizing 
for a demonstration, and speaking in 
support of the struggle.

The Denver committee distributed nu­

merous pamphlets and leaflets for "Week 
of Solidarity with the Struggles of the 
Southern African Peoples Against Portugu­
ese Colonialism". In addition, a forum, 
a film festival and a dinner was held, 
which over 500 people attended.

Various forms of propaganda and agitation 
were used during the dinner. A national ALSC 
spokesperson attended the dinner and unfolded 
why the struggle must be against the-system of 
imperialism. Local Denver community activists 
spoke as to why they were in support of the ALSC 
and ALD. A group of youth performed African 
dances and songs

about the attempts of Portugal to colon­
ize Africa. This helped to build a broad 
base of support for the ALSC amongst all 
stratum of the Afro-American community 
and amongst other oppressed nationalities.

The support committee in Greensboro, 
N.C., sponsored forums on the energy 
"crisis," took up struggle against utility 
companies by building a coalition to 
oppose price hikes, which found wide sup­
port amongst white working class families. 
The campaign against the energy oil 
"crisis" linked - tightly the struggles of 
U.S. workers and the struggles of the 
African liberation movements, as Gulf 
Oil's support for the fascist Portuguese 
regime was pointed out in the course of 
exposing the gasoline price
hikes, ripping off U.S. workers and opp­
ressed people.

This further helped to deepen the 
work of ALSC not only amongst the Afro- 
American masses, but also amongst other 
oppressed nationalities and workers. 
Multi-national support for the liberation 
movements under the leadership of the ALSC 
began to be built) such that
the 1975 ALD, once again in local areas, 
was clearly multinational and enjoyed the 
support and solidarity of the advanced 
forces from all the national movements 
and the working class.

CORRECT HANDLING OF PROPAGANDA ANQ AGITA­
TION PART OF THE TRADITION OF ALSC

An essential factor for deepening the

work of the ALSC was the correct handling 
of propaganda and agitation, in order to 
win the most politically conscious, raise 
their level and at the same time rally 
the broad masses. Many different forms 
of agitation and propaganda were util­
ized to carry out this task.

Agitational work was a tremendous 
factor bringing forward the masses. Local 
demonstrations around concrete issues,like 
against the importation of Rhodesion Chr­
ome, Portuguese wine and South African 
coal helped to raise the issues to the 
masses. Concrete domestic issues, such as 
demonstrating against Chase Manhattan bank, 
against police brutality, and against the 
energy "crisis" helped to link up the is­
sues in a live way.

As important in bringing forward the 
masses were the dances, fundraisers, even 
special nights at bars, that reached the 
broad masses.

Propaganda work such as pamphlets 
on the two-line struggle inside ALSC, 
pamphlets on the liberation movements, 
the Oil ’crisis,'' etc.; forums and educa­
tional seminars; film showings; speech­
es and conferences, were a few of the 
propaganda forms utilized to raise the 
political level of ALSC members and 
advanced forces, thereby consolidating 
them more tightly to the ALSC program.

In many situations these forms were 
combined, such as the "week of soli­
darity with the liberation movements 
against Portuguese Colonialism" in which 
demonstrations, culture, forums, film 
showings, etc. were combined. ALSC 
"handbooks of struggle" were issued to 
give guidance to the work of local comm­
ittees and those interested in setting 
up committees and carrying out the ALSC 
work.

LEARN FROM THE RICH HISTORY OF THE ALSC

Historical experience merits atten­
tion: The history of ALSC has been one
of the correct line, methods of work 
and leadership, pushing it forward.
These are invaluable lessons for those

Learning from the masses and relying on them, 
the ALSC will continue to flourish, give real 
support to African liberation struggles and 
win greater numbers to its progrcmio

interested in building the ALSC. We must 
continue to learn from the fine tradition 
of the ALSC. Learning from the masses and 
relying on them, the ALSC will continue 
to flourish, give genuine support to 
the African liberation struggles and win 
ever broader numbers to its program, m
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Communist organizations and 
Parties around the world must ac­
quire the great traditions of a 
genuine Marxist-Leninist party 
summed up by the Communist Party 
of China: integrating theory with 
practice, maintaining close ties 
with the masses and practicing 
criticism and self-criticism. We 
think that one way for WVO to 
start acquiring these traditions 
is through our newspaper's cor­
respondence.

We ask comrades and friends 
around the country to send us 
letters, criticisms, reports on 
struggles, etc., on our articles 
and other issues in the communist 
and workers' movements, the inter­
national and national situations, 
the national movements, working 
women's movements', etc. This cor­
respondence will contribute di­
rectly to our common struggle to 
build the U.S. anti-revisionist 
communist party and establish 
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Write to: Workers Viewpoint Org. 
GPO Box 2256 
New York, N.Y. 10001
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DISCOUNT RATES ON ORDERS OP 10 OR MORE: 
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SEND YOUR ORDER TO:

WORKERS VIEWPOINT ORGANIZATION
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To guide the ALSC until the national 
conference, the conference adopted these 
principles of unity:
1. Full support for national liberation 
movements in Africa and the Third World 
against imperialism, colonialism, hege- 
iinonism, Zionism, and all reaction.
2. Opposition to the two superpowers, U.S 
and U.S.S.R., as the two main enemies of 
the world's people and expose Soviet 
Social-imperialism as the main danger to 
the world's people and the main source
of war..
3. Forge militant solidarity between 
the struggles of the working class and 
oppressed nationalities of the U.S. with 
oppressed nations, countries and peoples 
of the entire world.
4. Support democratic rights of all 
oppressed nationalities and national 
minorities in the U.S.

5. Build ALSC as a fighting mass, multi­
national organization.

The programmatic thrust adopted 
are; 1) build national day of support 
for Zimbabwe, 2) publish a national 
newsletter, 3) commemorate the June 16 
Soweto uprising in Azania, 4) promote 
speaking tours of representatives from 
southern Africa and Third World libera­
tion movements, and 5) conduct local for­
ums around African liberation struggles.

In summation, the ALD weekend rep­
resented a tremendous advance in the 
work of ALSC. Upholding its correct 
political views and leadership, the ALSC 
is again emerging as a strong force in 
the Afro-American movement and working 
class, building support for southern A- 
frica, and fighting U.S. and Soviet So­
cial-imperialism. ■
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