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The COMMUMST WORKERS PARTY Stands For: £$1
Tha CommunM Workers Party U.S.A. (CWP) is the political 

party O f the U.S. multinational working dais. The CWP^ormariy 
Jhg Workers Viewpoint Organisation, is a fighting p n aaiiaWon. 
tajHonwide in goope. Our nismh i rs come from all hackgw ndi 
anfl nationalities. Opr immediate goal is to lead the U.S. prole­
tariat (Wo working class) and apprsassd net tone! (ties to  o*er- 
throw this rotten capitalist system by violent force and astab- 
Hah a socialist system -the dictatorship of the proletariat. Under 
socialism, we workers will be our own masters and will rule over 
the monopoly capitalists in the interests of the vast majority of 
people. Our ultimate aim is communism, a society- where there, 
are no longer any classes or dees differences and no longer any 
exploitation of man by man.

The M P  fights for the emancipation of all humanity. 
Our main contribution is to make socialist revolution ham in We 
U.S. We support the struggles of aH oppressed people and nations 
apd fight together with them against both imperialist super­
powers, the US. and Soviet Union, and against colonialism, 
nso-colonialism, Zionism, racism and all reaction. We oppose 
world war and fascism and work for proletarian revolution 
Wroughout the world.

Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse Tung Thought is the theoret­
ical basis guiding our thinking. It is*the science of revolution — 
We historical lessons of thousands of years of daw  struggle 
summed up into general principles by Wo greet communist revo­

lutionaries, Marx, Engels, Lenin, StalwwjdM ap Tsatung.
We oppoee the sellout traitors o fto d ay 's revisionist Com­

munist Party of the Soviet Union and Communist Party of 
China. They've become bourgeois (capitalist claw) parties. They 
have revised Marxism to serve their own selfish interests. To en­
sure that our party always serves the interests of the broad' 
masses, and does not betray the working daw, the CWP consci­
entiously studies Marxism-Lanjnrsm-MaoTwtung Thought and 
criticizes revisionism. We submit ewoahrw  to  gigge supervision 
by We mum, boldly do criticism and aalf-critfeimn of errors, 
constantly recruit fresh forces, and d sense our ranks of th o u  
who have gone stale.

Today's economic crisis is bringing untold W r i n g  to the 
American people. Millions of our youth are unemployed, strung 
out on drugs, and turning to crime. Divorce rates are soaring and 
familiw are being torn apart like never before. The root causa 
of all this is capitalism. Capitalism is a system where a small gang 
of greedy vultures like the Rockefellers and Morgans own all the 
factories, mines and land, and make all their profit off our sweat 
and blood. This class of monopoly capitalists, tha bourgeoisie, 
usw its state (the police, courts, prisons, armed forces, and all 
levels of government) to maintain their dictatorship over us. 
That's why we must overthrow the bourgeoisie and seize state

The CWP fights for jobs for all; for better wages and work­

ing conditions; for decant housing, education, and childcare; for 
equal rights for all oppressed nationalities and undocumented 
workers; for the right of self-determination for oppressed nations 
in the U.S.; and against police brutality, the KKK/Nazis, and dis­
crimination of women and the elderly. But the only way to end 
all social evils is for all workers and oppressed to unite, smash 
every attempt by the bourgeoisie to divert the blame for the 
crisis onto scapegoats, and to destroy the whole capitalist sys­
tem. Only than can we continue the revolution under socialism 
until the classless society, material abundance, and spiritual 
height of communism are realized.

Wa do political education daily and in the course of taking 
up day-to-day struggles to help the masses learn who are our 
friends and who are our enemies. Today, our first priority is 
to  awaken tha proletariat to build up its party, by winning 
over to communism wavs upon wave of advanced elements and 
training them how to  make revolution. We strive to  make every 
factory our fortress, every community and school our base, 
to kick tha hacks out of the trade unions and make them into 
fighting organizations. Thus we are now building our army in 
preparation for seizing state power.

Wa call on all workers and revolutionary-minded people 
to join with the Communist Workers Party in tha struggle 
against  this bloodsucking system and build up the Party as your 
own to prepare for the dic tatorship of tha proletariat.

Breaking the Chains of
Wage Slavery

EXPLOSION HITS SUN OIL
MARCUS HOOK, Pa.-
Two blasts, one on four 

pumps and another in a gaso­
line pipeline, rocked a Suno­
co Refinery Mar. 8. 1,100 Oil, 
Chemical and Atomic Workers 
walked out there on Mar. 1 to 
join their fellow OCAW mem­
bers, out for two months.

COURT CLOSED BOOK
ON FACULTY UNIONS

The Supreme Court ruled 
Feb. 20 that the faculty at 
Yeshiva University in New 
York City stop being recog­
nized as a union because it 
had “substantial control in 
such areas as hiring, firing and 
promotion” . This ruling was 
applied Mar. 8 at the Univer­
sity of New Haven to stop 
bargaining with the Board of 
Faculty Welfare, Local 3956, 
which represents all full-time 
faculty there. The State Fed­
eration of Teachers plans to 
contest the action.

ALUMINUM WORKERS 
WON’T TAKE 
TIN NICKELS

40,000 United Steel 
Workers, along with 20,000 
members of Aluminum Work­
ers International are demand­
ing substantial wage increases 
from the aluminum industry.
In contract talks (contract 
expires May 31), the alumi- awm

num workers are asking that 
the rise in profits for Alumi­
num Co. of America, Rey­
nolds Metals Co. and Kaiser 
Aluminum and Chemical 
Corp. be reflected in their 
pay. They are also asking 
for cost of living escalators 
for pensioners and limits on 
outside contracting in main­
tenance-related jobs.

SUBURBAN TEACHERS 
STRIKE

DETROIT, ML—In a 
fight over wage increases and 
cost of living raises, 1,100 
teachers struck four suburban 
Detroit schools Mar. 10 after 
contract talks fizzled. The 
teachers have worked without 
a contract since June 1979.

LONGEST UAW STRIKE 
EVER

The United Auto Work­
ers strike against International 
Harvester, which makes farm 
implements, has surpassed the 
117-day record set during the 
General Motors walkout in 
194546.

FLORIDA BLACK FORCED
OUT OF STUDENT 

ELECTION
VIRGINIA—Racist death 

threats forced a black student 
out of the student body elec- killed her.

tions at the University of Vir­
ginia. Karen Rose, a sopho­
more, dropped out of the 
running after getting several 
phone calls threatening her 
life and calling her a “nigger 
bitch” . David Suskine, her 
Jewish running mate in the 
election, was also threatened, 
6 times.

FAMILY OF KKK/FBI 
MURDER VICTIM 

IN COURT
DETROIT, ML—A gov­

ernment motion to drop a 
$2 million damage suit filed 
by the family of murdered 
civil rights activist, Viola 
Liuzzo, was denied by a fed­
eral judge in Detroit. The 
family is suing the FBI for 
its role in Viola’s murder in 
1965. FBI informer Gary 
Rowe, along with other Klans- 
men, was in the car that
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A Black B elt 
South Town Just 

Waiting to  Die
TRIANA, Al. — The town of Triana, Alabama, and 

all its citizens have been condemned to death. Triana is 
a small town of just about 1,000 people outside Hunts­
ville, in the middle of the state. It is almost all black.
The median income in Triana is barely above the official 
poverty level. There is no industry in town and most peo­
ple fish in Indian Creek to survive. In fact the fish from 
Indian Creek are the main source of food there.

In the last 18 months, it has come to light that 
Indian Creek is contaminated by more than 4 million 
pounds of industrial strength DDT, a deadly pesticide 
many times stronger than anything we use to kill ants 
and roaches. Also there are significant quantities of the 
killer chemical PCB (polychlorinated biphenyls) that is 
known to cause cancer of the skin, liver, and reproduc­
tive organs. Chemical waste has been dumped in the 
creek for more than 40 years.

Officials have known that chemical waste was being 
dumped in Indian Creek ever since the Olin Corporation 
set up a chemical plant to produce DDT before World 
War II. During World War II, Olin leased the plant to the 
Defense Department, which used it to produce nerve 
and mustard gas. When Olin closed the plant down for 
good in 1971, under intense pressure from environmen­
tal groups, it did a half-assed job of disposing of the un­
sold DDT. Already, more than 4,000 tons of DDT have 
leaked into Indian Creek in less than 10 years.

Some six-year-olds now have 10 times the national 
average of DDT in their bodies. Some of the older 
citizens of Triana have up to 200 times the national 
average. When residents of Triana found out this horri­
ble truth, they were angry, bitter, and fearful of the 
future. They are very aware that this probably wouldn’t 
have happened if the town wasn’t black. But there isn’t 
much they can do. Most can’t afford to move. Some still 
fish in Indian Creek, left with the choice of starving to 
death now or dying later from DDT poisoning—the capi­
talist “freedom” to choose. When they talk to health 
officials about treatment, all they get is, “I don’t know.”

What has happened to Triana will happen to more 
and more U.S. cities and towns in the 80’s. Carter has 
promised to loosen the already weak environmental 
regulations, giving the capitalists a free hand to dump 
their waste and poison any way they want no matter 
how many lives it costs. And what will happen to 
towns hit by the effects of chemical waste? They will 
be condemned to death, just like Triana. Cl
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1  would appreciate
a subscription...”

February 21,1980 Workers Party. In regards to 
ToTHeCWP, y W M M b i of becoming a

I am aarfcmriy interwtod In w a a ia r, w t e i  mI mm4 it to
becoming a member of the Com- the people fa your area. We 
imatiat Workers Party and I thfak that maybe they can virit 
would appreciate your assistance yea aai dhcuas it mere fa detail 
in this matter. Would it be more during those meetings, 
convenient for your office in to the meantime, you can 
New York to assist me or do you help us by during the Workers 
have a cadre in my area that Viewpoint with other brother* 
could more easily arrange a there, discussing the contents, 
membership? studying our other publications,

Thank you for your kind and writing to us about struggles, 
concern. conditions as well as other

comments and criticisms you 
hi solidarity, nay  have about our paper and 

J.C political analysis. It is through 
Huntingdon, Pa. people lire yourself that the 

Workers Viewpoint can truly be- 
P.S. I anxiously await your reply, come an organizer, agitator ami

propagandist among the massess 
of people.

March 1 0 ,1980 We look forward to  hearing
from you again.

Dear Brother J:
Thank you very much for In duggla,

your interest in the Communist Communist Workers Party (CW1)

FROM THE MASSES TO THE MASSES

Our Readers Speak Oul!

March 10,1980

Dear Friends,
I am a prisoner at the Calif, 

institution for men in Chino,
Calif.

I was wondering if it’s possi­
ble to receive a free subscription 
to Workers Viewpoint? I have no 
funds but ever since the murder 
of your comrades in Greensboro 
I have been trying to find infor­
mation on the Communist Work­
ers Party, and today I found 
your address.

I would appreciate a sub. if 
it’s possible, and thank you for 
your consideration.

Power to you in your strug­
gle for freedom, which is really 
my freedom too.

L.C.
Chino, Calif.

^Is amazing 8ie 
support you’re getting

Dear Friends,
Just got your latest issue of 

Workers Viewpoint (from Gilman 
Street Books). It’s amazing the 
support you’re getting. I’m sick 
of groups like the RCP and PLP. 
I’m really looking for an alter­
native. I’m 24 years old, unem­
ployed and trying to survive 
here in Madison. Would it be 
possible to send more info, on 
the CWP? Perhaps a few back 
issues, etc? Also a sub. would be 
great! Although I’m very broke 
right now, I will send a few 
bucks your way. Whatever you 
can send—Keep up the good 
work!

Sincerely, 
T.W. 

Madison, Wis.

Dear friends,
I just got laid off so I don’t 

have much to spare, but I’ve 
bean meaning to send you some­
thing. My serious political differ- 
saoss with you are trivial in the 
face of these fascist assassina­
tions. Everyone on the left and 
merely of good will should 
understand that.

In struggle,
P.T.

PJ Since I don’t have much 
money and am already on too 
many mailing lists, please don’t 
add my name to a list. You 
needn’t waste S acknowledging 
this contribution.

P.T.

February 28, tytto

Comrades,
I came across your ad in 

the Guardian, and I wonder if 
you would grant me a gratis sub­
scription to the Workers View­
point which I can share with the 
other interested brothers in the 
Control Unit of Marion. I’m also 
interested in learning more about 
the Communist Workers Party, 
and its political position on the 
issues.

In Struggle, 
P.T. 

Marion 0.
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C arterh  inflation Cure;
Pretend H Isn’t  There

%

'S P P  ON IM fK tf ’
This cartoon shows how pessimistic the bourgeoisie and petty-bourgeoisie are about deal­
ing with inflation and getting out of the economic crisis.

Planic swept Wall Street like a tidal 
wave as soon as the stock market opened 
on Monday, March 17. The stock market 
crashed lower than any time in the last 
15 months, the sharpest drop in one day 
since the record set in October, 1979.

This is what Carter and market offi­
cials had tried to avoid. Carter chose 
4:30 in the afternoon (Friday, March 14) 
to announce his anti-inflation plan, pur­
posely ducking a slot on prime time tele­
vision. And the stock market closed early 
Friday in anticipation. No doubt Carter 
hoped that few people would be watching 
at that odd hour, and even if people did 
hear about the speech it would be too 
late to react since banks and major fi­
nancial markets close for the weekend. 
“The weekend would give people a chance 
to study the anti-inflation proposals. 
After a round of golf and a few marti­
nis the shock would wear off, and when 
businessmen came to work Monday, they 
might have even gained a little confidence 
in our government,” Carter’s advisors must 
have told him. It didn’t work.

Carter laid out five main steps he’s 
taking to hold down galloping inflation 
(now officially at 18.9%, and more like 
20% really):

A Balanced Budget in 1981
First, Carter proposed a balanced 

budget in 1981. To do this he wants to 
cut $2 billion from the present budget 
and $13 billion more from the 1981 bud­
get. Welfare benefits will be slashed, $74 
million in New York State alone. $1.7 
billion in Federal money to states and 
$265 million meant to improve public 
transportation will be cut. Cities like 
New York have been hanging on the 
edge of bankruptcy for years. When the 
bond market collapsed on March 7, thingsJ 
were- rough enough. Ahd for the millions 
of Americans who can’t walk to work, 
the cuts mean even worse public trans­
portation.
I

$1.50 a Gallon for Gas
For people who must drive to 

|work, Carter’s gasoline tax on imported 
foil will mean having to pay at least $.10 
more per gallon. Gas at a $1.50 a gallon, 
will make the days when gas was just 
$1.00 a gallon seem as. obsolete as the 
$.05 candy bar. He hope to use high gaso­

line prices to force people to consume less! 
Driving down people’s purchasing power 
even more, this can only deepen the pre­
sent economic crisis (the crisis of relative 
overproduction where workers can’t 
afford to buy the things they need while 
the mountains of goods that they pro* 
duce rot in warehouses because the cap­
italists can’t sell them).

The gas tax will drive more people 
who could still afford it into buying small­
er, fuel-efficient cars. People are avoiding 
the big gas-guzzlers popular in the 60’s 
like the plague. But GM, Ford and espe­
cially Chrysler are having trouble retool­
ing and converting their parts plants and 
assembly lines for the smaller cars. For 
example, they still have to import Volks­
wagen engines from Germany. If the 
auto giants can’t , convert they won’t be 
able to compete with foreign imports in 
the 80’s, and that means more layoffs for 
autoworkers and the industries which 
depend on auto, like steel, rubber and 
glass.

Credit Cards: Harder to Get, 
Harder to Keep

Carter’s third step is to control 
credit. He blamed Americans for “living 
beyond their means” and made it harder 
for banks and credit card companies to 
okay new credit. This also lowers peo­
ple’s purchasing power and makes the 
crisis worse. And even though loans for 
buying homes and cars aren’t restricted 
by Carter’s plans, the housing and auto 
industries are still in trouble. Tight credit 
makes the problem tougher. Big construc­
tion projects, for example, require $ mil­
lions and takes a long time to bring in 
profits. With no one willing to risk put­
ting money into long-term investments, 
building plans won t even reach the 
-architect’s drawing boards. Right after 
Carter’s speech, the Federal Reserve 
(the nation’s central bank) added a big 
fee on top of the already-high rate it 
charges to banks to borrow money from 
it. This interest rate (called the discount 
rate) is now a whopping 16%, and bank 
experts think that a hike to 20% is just 
around the corner.

Federal Job Freeze
Carter will also cut the Federal 

government’s work force by 50,000 jobs.

Continued on page 14

Bonds are a kind of loan. Selling bonds is a big way for many city and state 
governments, as well as corporations, to raise money. A company will usually sell 
20, 30, or 40-year bonds which means if you buy it, it will take 20, 30, or 40 years 
before you get the money you have loaned back. Meanwhile you collect interest, 
usually a very small percentage of the amount of money you loaned out. When people 
dump the bonds because of galloping inflation, the bond markets collapse, and it 
is harder for the government and different industries to raise money for investments. □
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RIFLES, PICKETS AND A WILL TO WIN

Which Side Are You On, 
Sam Church?

The 240,000 United Mine 
Workers (UMW) members are 
entering the 80’s with a new 
union president, Sam Church. In 
his first month in office, he 
cracked open the sacrei} miners’ 
tradition of “one out, all out” 
and “no contract, no work.” 
This setback (by amending the 
union constitution to allow the 
leadership to call a selective 
strike) and others occurred at 
the Dec. UMW convention.

Two months later, the rank 
and file miners showed what 
they thought of this setback. On 
Feb. 21, 6,000 miners from 
northern West Virginia wildcat- 
ted, defending thqir union’s 
right to strike (see WV, March 8, 
1980). Following their militant 
tradition, roving pickets wearing 
ski masks spread the strike from 
mine to mine. The capitalists 
had heartfelt hopes that this 

‘ union president could bring 
“labor peace” to the coal fields. 
But Church’s telegrams to the 
members ordering them back 
to work only started a wave-of 
grumbling among the miners. 
They were saying, which side is 
this president on?

How did this change in 
leadership come about? What

does it mean for the future of 
union coal miners?

The 70’s: Rise and Fall 
Of Arnold Miller

The 70’s—a decade when 
rank and file coal miners’ anger 
burst open with wildcats, strikes 
and more strikes. In 1972, Arnold 
Miller, United Mine Workers’ 
president, was voted in on a 
reform slate in a massive effort 
by the miners to beat the old 
Boyle machine and have union 
leaders who will fight for them, 
th e  old bureaucrats were out, 
but a new one was in—Miller, 
who used the position for his 
own interests. Around the time 
of the 1974 contract strike, the 
miners found they had to fight 
their own union president to get 
their demands. In the ‘75 and 
‘76 strikes to defend the right 
to strike and the ‘77 Health 
Fund wildcats, the number one 
scab was Arnold Miller. By 1977, 
miners in Beckley, West Virginia 
voted to call for the resignation 
of Miller and other top union 
officials.

With no one strong enough 
to overturn him, Miller was 
narrowly re-elected in 1977. He 
moved on to seal his doom. 
While rank and filers confronted 
the coal operators, the courts 
and the government in the 112- 
day 1978 contract strike, Miller 
not only accepted the first lousy 
contract proposal but endorsed 
the enforcement of the court's 
back-to-work order under the 
Taft-Hartley Law. By then 
forced into hiding in his Wash­
ington, D.C. offices, Miller had 
to carry a pistol with him when­
ever he went into the coal fields. 
In District 17 (W. Va.) he tried 
to put one local in receivership, 
(under the direct control of the 
union’s national leadership) and 
during the strike he pulled a gun 
on the district president.

By 1979 the battered Miller 
had suffered his third heart 
attack since being in office. The 
capitalists and their labor aristo­
crat agents among the workers

desperately needed someone to. 
replace him, someone who could 
keep the miners “under control” 
and more obedient to the capi­
talist system. Three times Miller 
put out a retirement call, and 
three times no one suitable came 
forward to replace him. Finally, 
Nov. 16, his own vice-president 
Sam Church pushed him into 
powerless retirement and took 
charge. (Miller’s reward was an 
$80,000/year pension for life.)

portrait of John L. Lewis, ori­
ginal United Mine Workers presi­
dent) was forced into retirement 
and new UMW president, Sam 
Church (above) got a lukewarm 
response from the miners.

Who is Sam Church?
In 1972 when the “Miners

for Democracy” rebels kicked 
out Boyle and brought in Miller, 
Church was a Boyle man. But 
by ‘75, after getting Miller’s 
support in his successful bid for 
District 28 (southwestern Virgin­
ia) president, Church defected 
and jumped to a position in 
Miller’s headquarters. Today, 
with former crony Miller the 
most bitterly hated man in the 
coal fields, Church is trying to 
disown Miller. Church’s newly 
appointed vice president is 
Wilbert Killion, who ran with 
Boyle in the 1972 election 
against Miller. Both Killion and 
Church have been evoking the 
name of John L. Lewis, UMW

president of a powerful era in the 
miners’ history. All this to create 
an image of real leadership.

What Came Out of 
UMW Convention?

But what kind of leadership 
did Church demonstrate at the 
UMW convention last December 
in Denver? 1,270 delegates 
gathered, some honestly struggl­
ing for union democracy to re­
tain the militancy of the UMW. 
But most were hacks themselves, 
looking out for their personal 
careers. Church, with a quick 
gavel and “the ayes have it” 
votes (no call for nays), got 
four main proposals passed.

One, a more than 100% 
dues increase, (from $12/month 
to $27) and a 100% initiation 
fee increase, (from $100 to 
$200). Church claimed it will go 
towards organizing the unorgan­
ized. But the UMW International 
left the Stearns miners in the 
cold, pulling out in defeat in 
1979, after a three year strike to 
bring in the union. The trend is 
clearly towards non-organizing. 
Church himself has said they will 
“lay low” in Kentucky for a 
couple of years.

Two, the $10 assessment on 
miners for legal expenses is a 
first. It is an attempt to make 
each member personally feel the 
burden for judgments against the 
International, which should 
come out of dues money. It is 
another pressure against wild- 
catting.

Three, in another step 
against trade union democracy, 
Church got the OK to skip the 
union’s constitutional require­
ment to elect the vice president. 
In the name of “unity” , he can 
choose his own vice president, 
and continue to appoint other 
International officials. Also, local 
officers’ terms were changed 
from 2 to 3 years.

Four, approval of a multi­
million dollar selective strike 
fund to be used in 1981 against 
the Consolidation jEoal Co., 
marking the first change in UMW 
strike strategy in 30 years. The 
money to pay striking miners’ 
benefits would come from a 
$25-a-week assessment on work­
ing miners. In the name of 
“teaching Consol a lesson” (who 
deserted the Bituminous Coal

Operators Association—see box), 
this most startling decision sets 
a precedent, putting a crack in 
the “one out, all out; no con­
tract, no work” miners’ tradition 
(which has always been more 
effective than the United Auto 
Workers selective “target” strikes 
against one company at a time 
which pressures business less). In 
the name of “strike fund” they 
want the workers to scab on 
each other.

80’s: Miners Fight for
Answer to “Which Side 

Are You On?”
Is Sam Church a new hope 

for the coal miners? He an­
swered that himself in 1977. 
Then in the midst of the Health 
Fund strike, 1,000 miners 
demonstrated at the Washington, 
D.C. headquarters, chanting, 
“No cards, no coal.” They 
wanted Miller’s head. Instead 
Church, then Miller’s top aide, 
appeared and was blown back 
into the offices by shouting, 
swearing and finger-waving 
miners (see WV, Aug. 1977).

Miners forced Miller to 
retire in disgrace. Church, offer­
ing nothing really new, got a 
lukewarm response of “wait and 
see.” With Miller gone, a 
focused target for the rank and 
file’s fight against the bureau­
crats was temporarily lost. 
Church used this at the conven­
tion. He was able to slip some 
things by , weakening the hand 
of the rank and file.

But today 20,000 miners 
are laid off. The economic crisis 
has been chipping away at 
everybody’s working and living 
conditions for too. long. This is 
slapping the miners awake from 
a two-year lull in rank and file 
activity.

Militant rank and file actions 
like the recent wildcat are 
beginning to end Church’s reign. 
That means the capitalists are 
quickly losing another agent 
among the workers. They will 
have to do their dirty work more 
directly (like open FBI attacks 
on communists in the coalfields, 
heavy fines and penalties for any 
wildcat), j^ s  the 1981 contract 
fight approaches, the question in 
the air again is, “Which side are 
you on?” □

Coal Monopolies Grab BCOA Reins
While the miners are wildcatting, the coal companies are in 

a tizzy about the upcoming 1981 contract negotiations. Last May, 
Consolidated Coal Co. shocked other companies in the Bitumi­
nous Coal Operators Association (BCOA) by withdrawing from 
this coalition of coal companies. Especially worried are the small 
coal operators because the loss of this coal giant will weaken their 
bargaining power. Consolidated is the second largest coal-producer 
in the country and the largest employer of UMW members 
(15,000). Therefore, the BCOA has been trying to lure Consol 
(jack on almost any terms. To return, Consol is making tough 
demands which will expand its powers within the coalition. 
Reportedly, the BCOA will negotiate under a new structure 
of a 3-man team with representatives from Consolidated, U.S. 
Steel and Peabody Coal—the nation’s largest operators. A 9- 
member executive committee consisting of only major coal 
producers will control them. With this new structure in its favor, 
Consol is now reported to be returning to the BCOA fold.

The BCOA, formed by union coal companies to compete 
with nonunion coal, consists of three major groups—coal opera­
tors belonging to steel/oil monopolies, large independent opera­
tors like Peabody and small operators. Breaking up the BCOA 
is in the biggest coal monopolies’ long term interests, aiding the

process of buying out small operators who cannot survive individ­
ually. This latest scramble gives more control to the monopolies. 
With power more concentrated in their hands, the BCOA nego­
tiations in the next contract will reflect the bigger companies’ 
interests even more.

According to the Wall Street Journal, 1/15/80, Consol met 
with the BCOA (to discuss its return) prior to the recent UMW 
convention. Nonetheless, new UMW president, Sam Church, 
suggested that a special strike fund to deal with separate contracts 
may pressure Consolidated's return. His reasoning is that Con­
solidated will have nothing to gain from a separate contract 
since the UMW will have the power to deal with them.

Is this the way to keep the UMW strong? In the past the 
miners won with an unbreakable “one out, all out” tradition (no­
body crosses a single picket and strikes are spread by roving 
pickets). With the possibility of separate contracts becoming 
greater, will the miners go for Church’s idea or maintain their 
“one out all out” tradition? In the 1978 strike, Southern Illinois 
miners rejected one company’s offer to settle early with a sep­
arate contract. Roving pickets in the recent wildcat got broad 
support. By these indications, it seems the miners are not willing 
to give up their tradition yet. ' □



tradition, the masses are less able to fight 
back, and the decentralized form of city 
government practically rules by default, 
with nobody organized enough to chal­
lenge it.)

In the face of internal dissension and 
struggles, Byrne has_to put up a more 
liberal/democratic front. But due to the 
objective state of the capitalist system, 
no matter how liberal or reformist she 
tries to portray herself, she still has to 
come down with job cuts, union-busting, 
etc. The bottom line still is, the more she 
tries, the more Byrne gets exposed to 
the people. □

Mayor Jane Byrne

Chicago Held Hostage?

Cops and supervisors sliding in the snow are knocked down by hoses they can't 
handle while scabbing on Chicago firemen's strike.

CHICAGO, 111.-The first firemen’s 
strike in Chicago’s history ended on 
March 10 after 23 days of work stoppage. 
By that time, the union leader was in jail, 
striking firemen had been stopped by 
supervisors when they volunteered to 
fight life-threatening fires, and Mayor 
Jane Byrne’s effigy was swinging from a 
tree in front of the picketline.

Mayor Byme is the second ill-fated 
politician to try to step into former 
mayor King Richard Daley’s mythical 
shoes since his death in 1978. Since she 
took office in January 1979, the city was 
hit with Chicago transit workers’ first all- 
out strike. The city school system—the 
nation’s 3rd largest and the single largest 
employer in Chicago—almost collapsed 
as teachers, bus companies and food ven­
dors weren’t paid. The school board’s 
credit rating plunged to one step above 
default, triggering the city’s credit rating 
to fall, and it hasn’t stopped yet. Striking 
school teachers shut down the schools 
two weeks until they got paid.

Then on Feb. 13, the firemen walked 
out. Byrne’s election promise to the fire­
men was that she would give them a ne­
gotiated contract for the first time, re­

placed with a more complicated system 
of consensus and contention, balancing 
off between various politicians and 
groups of politicians. This competition 
sharpened since Byrne came out for Ken­
nedy’s presidential candidacy, and Carter 
snubbed her by cutting federal assistance 
to the city. There is no more one-man 
show, and the city is often politically 
paralyzed. This is a totally different style 
of leadership that Chicago is unfamiliar 
with.

Chicago residents are affected by this 
change too. After -Mayor Byrne’s first 
year, a recent poll showed 35% thought 
Byme was doing a poor job, 31% fair, 
22% good, and only 7% thought she was 
excellent. The instability Byme brought 
to city government instilled doubts and 
uncertainties among many, especially 
among city workers. Many city workers 
who live in neighboorhoods of anti-Byrne/ 
Kennedy politicians fear trumped-up ex­
cuses to transfer or dismiss them. Amidst 
this fear and uncertainty people are look­
ing back to the “good old days” under 
Daley, when everything seemed central­
ized, direct, predictable and stable.

People’s anger spontaneously turns
placing Daley’s “sealed with a handshake” i against Byme the individual, not seeing 
wage/benefit agreements. But when 
Byme insisted on a no-strike clause, the 
firemen struck in protest. Byrne’s refusal 
to sit down face-to-face with the union 
prolonged the strike. A circuit court 
judge (whose job is acquired through the 
mayor’s patronage machine) signed back- 
to-work orders, assessed $40,000 a day 
fines and jailed Fire Fighters Union Presi­
dent Frank Muscare. By the time the fire­
men returned to work, most of the major 
issues were still unresolved, to be decided 
by a “fact-finding” committee.

Why did the city’s handshake agree­
ment no longer work? Chicago local 
politics is going through transition today.
Byme has been using patronage jobs (pay­
off for political favors) as a weapon to 
strengthen direct loyalty to her and 
weaken potential challenges to her power.
This is still the city that works-deals, 
that is. But there is a big difference be­
tween Daley’s “bossism”, his one-man 
show, and the way bourgeois politicians 
rule in Chicago today. In today’s perma­
nent economic crisis, the city government 
(like all big cities) is less able to afford 
concessions to cool off mass resistance 
and payoffs to consolidate their political 
machine, (see WV, March 15, 1979,
“Chicago Election: Winter of Masses’
D isconten^X JK ^)!»;^dffiw „i_ie1

the more complex issue of contradictions 
and contention for power within the 
bourgeois superstructure. But the cause 
for the end to bossism is larger than one 
man’s death or another individual making 
a better mayor. Because of the larger 
capitalist crisis (end of temporary stabil­
ization of capitalism), there can be no 
return to the Daley style. This new style 
is likely to stay, constantly tugged by 
different power interests.

What really tears this style of rule a- 
part is organized resistance by the masses. 
What came down in Chicago last month 
was a raw confrontation between angry 
unions, the rudimentary organizations of 
the proletariat, and the bourgeoisie’s fra­
gile, obsolete system of rule. No longer 
able to control the masses with a hand­
shake, Byme tried the hard-line approach. 
On Feb. 18, she vowed, “I will never 
again sit down with Mr. Muscare nor his 
men.” Instead of falling into line, the fire­
men, who had been returning to work, 
walked back out again. Other Chicago 
unions were angered too, and came out 
to support the firemen. In Chicago, 
workers’ unionized strength and tradi­
tion, their spontaneous organization, L 
relatively powerful, and it makes Byrne’s 
decentralized rule even more shaky. (In 
cities Hke New York, with less union

CHICAGO, Ill.-Those who attacked the striking Chicago firemen sank to new 
depths of strikeb usting. Under the city motto of “give a little, take a little more”, 
Mayor Jane Byne wheeled and dealed with the Chicago Federation of Labor (the 
unionized skilled tradesmen’s representative—labor agents of the capitalists). In re­
turn, the CFL gave little support to the strike, and came down with the iron fist 
against the militant dissidents in the firefighters union. Byme blamed outside 
forces as the cause of the present chaos. She accused that pickets were manned by 
out-of-town goon squads. This referred to the International Firefighters Union 
and other unions which showed solidarity with the strikers. This made people hate 
the mayor even more.

The New York Times (2/20/80) which reflects pacesetting lines among the 
bourgeoisie said, “When the city asked for a no-strike clause in the agreement, the 
union’s walkout, in effect, answered: Let them burn.. .The Chicago firemen are 
holding Vh million hostages to enforce their demand...”

As the bourgeoisie steps up preparations for World War III and fascism at 
home, stopping strikes becomes even more necessary to ensure a steady war econ­
omy, and even more importantly, to make workers obey their capitalist master. The 
capitalists will do this through attacking and firing the leaders (like the assassina­
tions of the 5 Communist Workers Party comrades), through courts and contracts 
that take away the legal right to strike, and through creating anti-strike public 
opinion.

With the wave of American patriotism being whipped up across the country, 
strikes today take on a new significance. If you strike for a decent wage, it becomes 
“unpatriotic”. If you support a fellow workers’ strike, you are labelled an “outsider 
goon” (read: commie). Think about it. The “American system” you feel patriotic 
towards doesn’t just curse out Iranians in order to shift its economic problems. 
When you fight for what is rightfully yours, they will label you and smash you too. 
Believe in their patriotism and you can only live as slaves. □

CONTRIBUTE NOW!
THE PARTY HAS BEGUN ITS LEGAL FIGHT 

TO AVENGE THE CWP 5. THE DEFENSE OF 
OUR ARRESTED COMRADES AND THE CIVIL 
RIGHTS SUIT AGAINST THE KLAN, NAZIS AND 
GREENSBORO POLICE WILL COST A MINIMUM 
OF $250,000 FOR THE FIRST YEAR.

Greensboro
Justice
Fund
39 Bowery, Box 404 
New York, NY. 10002

COMMITTEES TO AVENGE THE CWP 5
EAST: PITTSBURGH WEST
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BOSTON (617) 445-3668 
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NORTH. DETROIT (313) 8348636

COLORADO (303) 366-9951 
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(213)748-7741 
SAN DIEGO (714) 233-1500 
BAY AREA (415) 982-9662 
HAWAII (808) 259-5730

HOUSTON (713) 643-3547 
GREENSBORO 

(919) 275-6589 
DURHAM (919) 682-1014
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Chicago Firemen’s Strike: 
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MARXISM

Capitalism is the Root 
Cause of World War

77ms is f/jc /irer article in our new column, STUDY 
MARXISM. In order to know who are our friends, who 
are our enemies, and how to fight for all working and 
oppressed people and win, we have to study and learn 
from the past. Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought 
is the science o f  revolution. I t is the historical lessons o f  
thousands o f years o f  class struggle summed up into gen­
eral principles by the great communist revolutionaries 
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and Mao. This science is a 
powerful weapon that we need to use to overthrow our 
oppressors.

In the future, we will talk about what is socialism, 
what is communism, etc. I f  you have any questions, 
comments, criticism, or suggestions, write us.

The draft. Inflation. Bfttfons of doflars for new 
weapons. The Russians invade Afganistan. It’s the U.S. 
vs. the Soviet Union. Today we face the danger of 
another world war—of terrible death and destruction.

But why? Is it just some bad individuals in the 
Russian government or in our government? Is it just 
some twist of fate or just “the way things are, and the 
way they’ll always be”? Can’t we do anything about it?

We can! But we need to understand what’s really 
going on. Both the U.S. and the Soviet Union are con­
trolled by a small group of rich people, monopoly 
capitalists, whose only goal is to rule over the entire 
world in order to make the most profits off all poor and 
working people. The competition between these two 
capitalist groups for markets, resources, etc. is the real 
source of World War III.

business.
All capitalists have to compete. They all strive to 

expand and build up their capital to increase even more 
their profits. This capitalist competition is the basis for 
war.

Capitalism Gave Birth To Nations- 
Home Base From Which To Expand

Looking on a wider scale, capitalists in one area 
strive to control their markets (customers) and their 
workers to keep others out. Through their economic 
power, they can gain political power over a certain 
territory and people. This is the beginning of nations. 
Within this territory, if the people speak a common 
language and have a common culture, it will be easier 
to  do business. If the capitalists gain political control 
of this territory and form a nation, they can collect 
taxes and build an army to ensure their rule and guaran­
tee their profits.

Nations are a byproduct of the development of 
capitalism. They are also the base from which caoital- 
ists can launch wars to gain even more profits.

Economic Crisis Are Part Of Capitalism
The capitalists face one stubborn problem they can 

never escape. Because they don’t pay workers the real 
value of what they produce, the workers can’t buy all 
they produce. Sue ha? to make 40 shirts (at fifty cents 
each) to make enough to buy just one shirt ($20.00) for 
herself. Other capitalists may buy a few, but they can 
only wear so many shirts. Besides, they would rather

American G.l. studies message left by liberation fighters during the Viet Nam war. This 
'imperialist war took 50,000 American lives and thousands more Vietnamese. Americans 
have no interest in fighting another war for the U.S. capitalists!

Profit is Capitalism’s Only Goal
The capitalist system in the U.S. and other countries 

is hundreds of years old. This is basically how capitalism 
works: We workers work in a factory owned by the boss. 
We make a product, say a shirt. The shirt has some value 
because it can be used by another person. The boss then 
sells the shirt, but at a price much higher than what he 
pays us for making it, thus getting a profit for himself.

For example, k  •  New York City garment shop, a 
worker named Sue gets paid fifty cents by her boss, Mr. 
H unjfpr sewing one shirt. The shirt is than sold for 
$20130 in Macy’s Department Store. Mr. Hunt will make 
a big profit (even after he pays for the cloth, the sewing 
machine, etc.) by employing many workers like Sue at 
the same time. And by making Sue and the others work 
faster and longer hours, paying them forty five cents 
rather than fifty cents, bringing in faster sewing ma­
chines, and raising the price of the shirt to $22.00, he’ll 
make even more profit.

Some of this profit goes to Mr. Hunt’s food and 
clothing. The rest he can save. After a while Mr. Hunt 
will save enough extra profit to buy another factory and 
employ more workers and make more profit. This extra 
profit which Mr. Hunt invests to make more profit is 
called capital. Mr. Hunt is a capitalist.

Capitalists Have to Compete To Survive
But there are plenty of other capitalist besides Mr. 

Hunt who are also in fire garment business. They try to 
outsell him and take away his customers, perhaps by 
lowering the price of their shirts. Mr. Hunt Iras to 
compete against them. Otherwise, he’ll soon lose his 
business and go bankrupt. IBs competitors may also 
try to buy up the doth  supply, invent faster sewing 
machines, or do more advertising. If they don’t, it will 
be Mr. Hunt who will beat them out and take over their

invest their money in factories which can bring them 
more profits. On a mass scale, millions of workers pro­
duce tons of goods they can’t buy and this results in 
warehouses full of stuff that can’t  be sold. We call this 
overproduction. Overproduction-not because workers 
don’t need these goods but because they can’t  buy them. 
Overproduction is the cause ot capitalist economic crisis.

Now if file* capkdsts can't sell all them products, 
they will eventually begin to lose money. They wffl try 
to get out of it by reducing the workers wages to cut 
costs, and by laying off workers and closing factories 
altogether. But this won’t help much, because workers 
will then have even less money to spend to buy the stock­
piled products.

The capitalist has to get new markets (new cus­
tomers) to sell his products, and will stop at nothing to 
do this, not even war.

Capitalists Have to Grab For Colonies
The history of U.S. capitalist expansion is soaked 

with blood. Thousands of Native Americans (Indians) 
were massacred for their land. In 1846 the U.S. pro­
voked war with Mexico in order to seize what is now 
Texas, New Mexico, and California. The U.S. mariaas 
took Hawaii in 1893; Puerto Rico, Cuba, and th t  
Phillipines in 1898; the Panama Canal in 1908. The U-S. 
capitalists spread their tentacles to all corners of the 
earth, especially Africa, Latin America, and Alla, as did 
other European capitalists. Besides new markets, they 
could also get cheap raw materials, and cheap labor. And 
competition between these capitalists for colonies often 
resulted in war.

Capitalist CoiapetHfaM Leads to 
Monopoly <~

To make more ; to eon-1

trol all the factories that make the products he i 
example, Mr. Hunt tries to buy up ail the shirt1 
to get rid of any competition. Then he can raise the 
price of his shirts, and people will still buy them from 
him because they need fouls to wear, and they cannot 
get them from anyone else. This is catted having a 
monopoly on shirts. Monopoly profits are dearly 
higher than regular capitalist profits.

In the late 1800’s monopolies grew in the U.S 
until the railroad king Vanderbilt, the oil king Rocke­
feller, the steel khig Morgan, and the automobile king 
Ford had control of over 80% of the production in these 
key industries. Aad when profitable business has been 
monopolized inside the country, the capitalist has to 
look outside his country to invest his capital. He looks 
to developing countries where capital is scarce and land, 
raw materials, and labor are cheap, and therefore 
profits high. Last year, for example, Ford Motor Com­
pany paid workers in South Africa $1 a day to make 
cars.

By 1900 capitalism had reached its highest stage- 
imperialsm. Imperialism has five economic character 
istics: 1) monopolies have begun to {day a dominant 
role 2) banking and manufacturing capital have come 
together, 3) the export of capital has become significant, 
4) monopoly organizations of different countries have 
begun to form affiances, (supermonopolies) and S) the 
capitalist powers have carved up and divided the entire 
world among themselves.

Competition Intensifies Under Imperialism
As monopoly organizations grows and profits 

skyrocket, more capital is accumulated. The monopoly 
capitalist then needs even more markets, more raw 
materials and cheap labor, and more places to invest 
his capital. And when the world is all carved up be­
tween the different imperialists, competition can only 
intensify. The capitalists can now only expand by 
stepping on other capitalists, and this inevitably leads 
to war. . "

Im perialism  Leads to  W orld War 
During the era of imperialism, capitalism suffers 

even more acute economic crises. Overproduction occurs 
more rapidly than ever before. With advanced tech­
nology, less people are required to produce the same 
amount of goods, but there are fewer new markets and 
colonies to sell the goods to. As the capitalists try to 
solve the crises by wage cuts, speed-ups, and layoffs, 
the workers’ resistance rises, too. Only this time the 
workers are more organized, after having been forced to 
work together in large factories. Revolutionary situations 
flare up. Economic crises lead to political crises for the 
capitalists. To survive, the capitalists have to try to ex­
pand and redivide the world and to get new markets.. 
Thus, to free themselves from economic and political 
crisis, to resolve the class contradictions at home, and 
to save the capitalist system, the monopoly capitalists 
have to go to war, sooner or later, whether they like it 
or not. Both World War I and World War li came as a 
result of imperialist powers trying to redivide the world 
to get out of their economic and political crises.

O ur A ttitu d e  Tow ards Im perialist W a r-  
Proletarian In ternationalism  

In order to go to war, the capitalists have to con­
vince the workers in their country to fight. They try to 
put the blame for the crisis on anyone but themselves- 
on blacks in the U.S. or the Jews in Hitler’s Germany; 
and try to focus the workers’ attention on “external 
enemies” like the Russians or the Iranians today. The 
capitalists whip up this chauvinism (which is actually 
loyalty to the U.S. capitalists) against other peoples to 
divert workers from the path of socialist revolution. 
Socialist Revolution is the only solution to all capitalist 
crises and imperialist wars.

We oppose all imperialist wars. All workers and 
oppressed of other countries are our friends. We won’t 
fight against them for the U.S. capitalists. It is the cap- 
pttahsts in both the Soviet Union and the UJS. who are 
our enemies. If world war does come, well turn it into 
a civil war and fight our own capitalists here at home. 
This is the spirit o f  proletarian internationalism. Q

References:
Fundamentals o f Political Economy (Published in the 
ftople’s Republic of China, 1974) Chapters 1-10.
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YOUNGBLOOD, R IS E  U P !
HYL JOINS ANTI-DRAFT RALLY

NYUTIACHM 
Anti- Draft Momu tu t  
Seeking Direction

NEW YORK, NA .--Over 1,000 people attended 
a daylong) anti-draft teach-in at New York UnNeriity, 
sponsored by Coalition Against Registration and the 
Draft (CARD). A wide range of topics were discussed, 
including the Middle East, Carter’s new “cold war” 
economy, U.S. foreign policy, and the increased danger 
of war between the U.S. and the USSR as well as the 
American political situation for the 80’s.

The NYU conference is the second conference in 
the Northeast since Carter announced his registration 
proposal.

Attendance by many others besides students at the 
conference is a good agn that opposition to the draft 
will rally support among Americans from all walks of 
of life. In attendance were coBege age youths, activists 
from the anti-war movement of the 60’s, teachers and 
professors and many middle age parents who have lost 
sons in Vietnam and who don’t want to see another war.
A similar process is taking place on the West Coast, 
where San Francisco ministers and church leaders have 
begun to organize against the draft.

The prospect of the draft is awakening many 
Americans, making the anti-draft movement the biggest 
political movement since the 60’s. These new anti­
draft forces are struggling for a clear and definite political 
direction. At present, the movement is not aware enough 
to see through the lies of some revisionists, such as 
“C”PUSA, and Trotskyites such as Workers World, who 
praise the role of the Soviet Union in Afghanistan.

There are many more who don’t understand the 
inevitability of U.S. imperialists going to war to get out 
of the crisis, and the need to promote chauvinism and 
impose fascist repression on the U.S. people as part of 
the war preparation. But many are disgusted with 
politicians attempt to bring the movement under the 
control of either the Democratic or the Republican 
Party. This was clear by the audience’s reaction to 
Michael Harrington’s (Democratic Socialist Organizing 
Committee) speech. Harrington said, “We have to go 
into the Democratic Party because that’s where the 
workers are, that’s where the minorities are, that’s where 
the forces of the anti-draft, anti-war movements are, and 
that’s where we can effect the greatest political change.” 
This was his strategy for “socialism in the 80’s.” The 
American people are fed up with both the Democratic 
and the Republican parties as the low voter turnout 
shows in every election. Harrington’s trying to resurrect 
the dead. When he told the audience to give “critical 
support” to Kennedy for president because he’s “better 
than a Republican,” Harrington was resoundingly booed.

The teach-in showed that people’s minds are wide 
open. People want to get clear. That’s why when CWP 
supporters denounced the Soviet Union invasion of 
Afghanistan and condemned both superpowers war 
preparation, they were greeted with applause.

One of the organizers of the teach-in commented, 
“If you’re going to talk to people about revolutionary 
change, you might as well get a real communist revolu­
tionary to do it!”

Overall, the NYU teach-in shows that there are 
many new fighters joining the ranks of the people’s 
movement* of the 80’s, and are wide open to-a revolu­
tionary alternative to the most pressing questions on 
their minds. □

NEW YORK, N.Y.-On Thursday, March 13 over 
100 City College students turned out to a Boon-time rafy 
against the d a ft called by the CCNY Coalition Against 
the Registration and the Draft (CARD). The rally was 
quickly put together and mobilized for in a couple of 
weeks as part o f a series of nation-wide demonstrations 
protesting Carter’s proposal to re-testate registration 
for the draft. The coalition, made up of over a dozen 
campus organizations, including the Revolutionary Youth 
League, Veterans Association, Day Student Senate, 
Sound Hudson Against Atomic Development (SHAD— 
an anti-nuke group) and others was started in late 
February. The rally was called for as a build-up action 
for the national demonstration on March 22 in Washing­
ton, D.C.

The speakers list at the rally included Michio Kaku, 
professor of nuclear physics at CCNY, Professor Frank 
Laraque of the Black Studies Department, Mike Clark 
from Riverside Church, and a member of Veteran’s 
Association who spoke for the coalition ;. Professor Kaku

shared with the crowd some of his experiences of what 
imperialist war had done to him and his family, during 
both World War II (at Hiroshima and Nagasaki) and the 
Vietnam War. “Hell, no we won’t go, we won’t fight for 
Exxon and Mobil oil,” said Professor Kaku as the 
audience broke out several times with thunderous 
applause. He also spoke of his recent visit to the Soviet 
Union and how he had Ken “that everything ki the 
Soviet Union like in the U.S. was based on profits— 
anything in the name of the almighty ruble.” In closing, 
Professor Kaku said, “The one thing that both super­
powers feat more than the H-bomb, killer satellites, 
or the M-X missile is the people, the people united!”

The rally represents the beginning of a growing 
movement among City College students against the 
draft and all U.S. war preparations. And as the move­
ment grows, wave upon wave of new fighters are coming 
forward to continue the struggle to put an end to the 
danger of world war and the source of it, the blood­
sucking system of monopoly capitalism! □

Northeast Conference Against the
APRIL 12-13,1980 

CITY COLLEGE OF NEW YORK

WORKSHOPS INCLUDE:

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 
RISE OF FASCISM 
WOMEN AND THE DRAFT 
AND MANY MORE

(212) 690-8175
APRIL 12 PLANNING COMMITTEE 
c/o DAY STUDENT SENATE 
CITY COLLEGE OF NEW YORK 
138 CONVENT AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10031

If you know of other anti-draft workshops or conferences around the country, 
please write or call us at:

RYL/CWP
I East Broadway
New York, New York 10001

(212) 233-0988

~Tight The D ra ft! ---------------------------------------------
Join The Revolutionary Vbuth League!

The Revolutionary Youth League is a multinational (black, Latin, 
Asian, white) organization, fighting in the interests of youth and' ail' 
working and oppressed people. We are national, having chapters in 
seven states.

The RYL works with youth in schools, workplaces, and communi­
ties, fighting against the draft, for more jobs, quality education, decent 
housing, and all just demands. Youth are taught to take up these 
struggles and link them to the overall cause of all oppression—capital­
ism. RYL organizes youth for revolutionary struggle to overthrow this 
criminal system, where a select few, like the Rockefellers and the 
Morgans, prosper from the suffering and labor of hundreds of millions 
of working and oppressed people all over the world.

The League is part of a strategically invincible army under the 
leadership of the Communist Workers Party (CWP). CWP is the Party, 
the headquarters for the class war between the working class and the 
capitalist class in the U.S. Under the Party’s consistent and correct

leadership, the League has grown tremendously and has won over and is 
training many of the most disciplined and self-sacrificing young revolu­
tionaries in the U.S.

By studying the science of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought 
and applying it in our day-to-day struggles, youth are trained to make 
changes in this society. The science is our guide to action. It con­
tains the experience of millions of people summed up as general revolu­
tionary principles by the great revolutionary leaders, Marx, Engels, 
Lenin, Stalin, and Mao.

We urge all progressive youth and anyone interested in struggling 
with youth to check us out, write us, and most importantly, take a 
stand to fight in the interest of all oppressed people. □

Write to: REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH LEAGUE, 1 East Broadway, 2nd floor. 
New York. New York 10002

Cad: THE COMMITTEE TO AVENGE THE CWP 5 in your area (see page 5)
for phone numbers
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After the shotting was ovei . . .  a 
young man laid dead on the ground, his 
life’s blood ebbing out of him. His friend 
kneeled over him crying out in grief, 
anger, pain. Three others laid dead around 
them, shot dead by the National Guard. 
It was 1970, Kent State.

These sacrifices and many more of 
the movement against the Viet Nam war 
slowed down the U.S. military, raised the 
consciousness of hundreds of thousands 
of people in the U.S. and aided the vic­
tory of the Vietnamese people against 
U.S. imperialism.

If the anti-Viet Nam war movement 
faced down National Guard troops, what 
is the anti-draft movement today up 
against in World War HI? Why are the 
stakes in World War III so much higher 
than ever before?

U.S. Im perialism ’s Deepest 
Crisis Ever

In 1961, the U.S. openly and mili­
tarily invaded Viet Nam after years of 
subversion there. If they lost their eco­
nomic, military and political hold over 
Viet Nam and it became an independent 
country, the U.S. imperialists knew that 
other countries could follow its example, 
breaking the stranglehold the U.S. held 
over the third world. The Vietnamese, 
Laotian, and Kampuchean people* won a 
victory over the U.S. through guerrilla 
war against the U.S. might, seizing their 
arms straight from the U.S. military.

With U.S. imperialism fleeing fallen 
Saigon, the need for the draft ended. It 
was the Vietnamese who had ended the 
war and brought the end to the need for 
the draft.

World War III is not another Viet 
Nam, not politically, economically, nor 
militarily. The U.S. imperialists have lost 
their grip over the situation both at home 
and abroad.

Internally, the economy rages with 
20% inflation out of control. With these 
risks, no capitalist dares to make long­
term investment to “re-industrialize 
America,” into stagnating, out of date 
railroads, steel mills, and so on. At one. 
shot, 20% inflation cut people’s incomes 
by one-fifth. Living in the suburbs, once 
the American Dream, is imcossible with 
the oil prices and mortgages. College edu­
cation has gone the way of suburbs. 
The American Dream is dead and gave 
birth to Levittown where “middle Amer­
ica” took over the streets, burned gas 
stations down, and to Idabel, Oklahoma, 
where Afro-Americans marched on City 
Hall with their guns in hand. Driven by 
the spectre of revolution and armed 
workers rising up, the bourgeoisie is 
like a cornered rat, desperate for a way 
out of the crisis. In the 50’s or the 60’s, 
they would have dumped the crisis by 
dumping goods and exporting inflation 
to the countries of the third and second 
world.

But today, internationally the im­
perialists face a totally different balance 
of forces than during the Viet Nam war. 
The Soviet Union, a leaner and younger 
thus hungrier superpower, is openly con­
tending with the declining U.S. super­
power for new markets, raw materials, 
aad for places to export their capital. The 
government is aggressively pushing to be 
top dog imperialist grinding the Russian 
people under fascist rule to do it. The 
U.S. wants to regain its one-time superior

position. Already the Soviet Union is 
waging war in Afghanistan, Ethiopia, 
and Kampuchea with unmatched military 
weaponry.

Third world country after country 
like Iran and Zimbabwe has thrown off 
its shackles and stood up, independent 
of any superpower. OPEC countries have 
banded together to demand equal ex­
change for oil, and a new economic order. 
The second world, Europe and Japan, has 
split many times with U.S. imperialism 
over its intervention, threats, exploitation 
and the shifting of the U.S. economic 
crisis onto their backs. But they also vacil­
late between both the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union (France and Germany have many 
investments in the Soivet Union in loans, 
plants and credit.)

Because of the struggles of the third 
and second world against it, the U.S. 
imperialists cannot get out of the crisis 
the way they used to. They must go to 
war for a new division of world for 
raw materials, markets and places to 
export capital to stop from becoming 
a second-rate imperialist.

World War Means Imperialist 
Subjugation o f  the World

In the past, the U.S. was able to gain 
top dog position through world war. Dur­
ing World War I, when total world exports 
were reduced to 60% of the pre-war level, 
U.S. exports multiplied twice. Their im­
ports rose 80%. This superiority was used 
to subjugate the markets of Central 
America and the Caribbean and occupy 
Canada and South America. They 
strengthened their hold over China and 
in the near East. They profitted in the 
weapons market supplying warring coun­
tries with military supplies while they sat 
out the war until 1941. From this deadly 
trade, for which they demanded payment 
in gold, the U.S. controlled 40% of the 
world’s gold reserves.

After World War II, the U.S. pro­
duced, 60% of the total industrial output 
in the capitalist world. The U.S. imperial­
ists controlled one third of the total ex­
port of the world. They held three quart­
ers of the world’s gold reserves. In 1945, 
they exported 16.8 billion dollars to 
other countries. With this, the U.S. be­
came the world biggest exploiter, control­
ling Africa, Latin America, Asia, Western 
Europe and Nqrth America.

Who paid so that U.S. monopoly 
capital could dominate the world markets 
Who paid for every world war so that U.S. 
imperialism could seize top dog position? 
During World War I, the bourgeoisie froze 
the workers’ wages, lengthened their 
working day, and abolished their right to 
strike. In 1914, one person’s tax burden 
was $3.84. By 1920, after the war, it had 
risen to $51. While the imperialists got rich 
from World War I, the real income of the 
workers decreased by 25% on the average. 
And during World War II, when the 
government used the tax money to buikl 
2,000 military enterprises, two-thirds of 
which were given rent free to monopolies, 
the people barely had food on the table. 
Sugar, meat, butter, milk, canned goods, 
coal, shoes, and coffee were rationed. The 
black market flourished while those too 
poor to buy went without. While the vast 
majority of the $3.25 billion military 
budget went to different monopolies 
profitting from war preparations, two- 
thirds of the workers did not even reach

Demonstrators fight pigs at trial of "Chicago 8" on Sept. 24,1969. The "Chicago 8" 
were charged with conspiracy to riot during the 1968 Chicago Democratic convention.

There are only two examples of people 
beating back concrete steps the bour­
geoisie have taken towards fascism and 
world war. One is the Communist Wor­
kers Party beating back the murders of 
our comrades. The other is the anti- 
draft movement. That is why the anti­
draft movement is vital — to delay 
world war. And like the anti-draft move­
ment , that is why we must unconditionally 
support the struggle of people of Afghani­
stan, Iran, and Zimbabwe, and people of 
the third world, that beats back the two 
superpowers, weakens them and stops 
their war march. We must unite all who 
can be united against world war. But 
like the struggles of the third world, the 
anti-draft movement can only delay the 
military preparations for world war. The 
anti-draft movement could stop the 
draft for 3 years, or 4 years. But it does 
not change the built-in nature of imper­
ialism that war is inevitable. The danger 
of world war will exist as long as imper­
ialism exists.

That is why our only alternative is 
to destroy the source of war, to make 
revolution and overthrow the system of 
imperialism in the U.S. We oppose world 
war and the tremendous suffering it brings 
to people, but we are not afraid of it. 
If it comes, people must turn that situa­
tion around, fight the imperialists and 
turn world war into civil war for 
socialist revolution. Only under socialism 
(when workers and oppressed people have

minimum living standards set by the U.S. 
government.

Turn World War Into Civil War
The U.S. imperialists could afford 

to sit out World War I and World War II 
until the end. But they can’t do that in 
World War III. The U.S. imperialists have 
virtually no allies this time around, they 
are so isolated politically and economically 
by the countries of the world. During 
both previous world wars, the U.S. was a 
rising imperialist fighting as an underdog 
and the prospects of winning were bright. 
Yet clearly the. people of the U.S. paid 
with their sweat and blood through their 
sons, fathers and husbands for the imper­
ialist’s profit. Can you imagine the 
suffering that will take place in preparing 
for war today when the U.S. is no longer 
in such a bright position but a declining 
one, and the prospects for winning this 
war are very dim?

During World War I, they had ration­
ing. But we are not even in war yet and 
gas will be rationed, destroying the 
suburban style of living and the hopes of 
ever living there. Because of the war 
preparations and the energy crisis, a 
family was burned alive because they 
couldn’t afford any other kind of heat 
except a wood stove. During World 
War II, because of the inflation from the 
$325 billion military budget, workers 
suffered a 15% loss in income. Today the 
military budget is already $115 billion.

And because of the stepped up war pre­
parations since the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan in December alone, the in­
flation has shot up to 19.9% in January 
and war is not even here. In World War II, 
military spending was 80% of the budget. 
And today the military is complaining that 
the military budget doesn’t even equal 
the percentage of the GNP during Viet 
Nam or during the 1950’s. What will 
happen in the time leading up to World 
War III, not to mention when war actu­
ally starts?

The resistance of the people of the
U.S. will be as never seen before. Strikes 
will turn into armed skirmishes. Levit- 
towns will become armed camps. Super­
markets will be stripped because people 
are going hungry. This situation is so in­
flammable that it threatens bourgeois 
rule. They are already trying to impose 
fascism to suppress any resistance to their 
war preparations.

The FBI/KKK/Nazis assassinated the 
Communist Workers Party 5. It heralds 
the bourgeoisie’s attack on the commu­
nist leadership of the struggle of the 80’s. 
And the Communist Workers Party beat 
back this attack, and exposed it on the 
funeral march in Greensboro on No­
vember 11th, and in the anti-Klan march 
on February 2nd. But when the prisoners 
of the New Mexico State Prison rebelled, 
and the state came in and slaughtered 35 
people, nothing happened.

state power) can we strip the monopolies 
of their profit and their power, destroy 
their government—their to o l- and set up 
a planned economy without crisis, support 
third world people’s struggles against 
other superpowers like the Soviet Union.

The sons and daughters of the work­
ers are in the U.S. military and will have 
to be in the future. They will have to go 
or face 5 years in prison. Under fascism 
the government would just drag people off 
the street into the military if they had to. 
There are no exemptions now, and 
Canada has changed its immigration laws 
since 1972. Soldiers are treated like dogs, 
subjected to racist attacks and abused by 
officers; they learn quick where their 
interest He. The Communist Workers 
Ftaty will go into the army and make the 
ittntegrstkm  of the army, already falling 
apart, a conscious process to destroy it, 
winning the soldiers over to the side of 
revolution. During the Viet Nam war, 
G.I.’s fragged their own officers, deserted, 
went over to the Vietnamese National 
liberation Front, rifles in hand. In Iran, 
soldier after soldier deserted the Shah 
gnd went over to the people’s ranks. They 
were critical because they barely left the 
Shah with a angle outpost to stand on. 
With the leadership of the Party, soldiers 
will use the weapons they were trained 
to use to help put an end to imperialism 
and ail unjust wars. □
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Time bleeds, shadows shift, knuckles crack -  
But there is a time of healing coming
When shadows will shift toJiormal, ------- -----
A time of bright birds
And children without biood spotting their dreams;
Because there are still men whose hearts
Bear the large optimisticburden of freedom and peace;
Men who rise up early
And labor through the day for other men.

Time bleeds, shadows shift
But there is a time of healing coming;
Be luse these men of strength are with us.

Owen Dodson

FREE NELSON JOHNSON!
' i

9

“There’s a leader in Greensboro, and 
that leader is none other than Nelson 
Jcfhnson”, said Rev. Ben Chavis at the 
Feb. 2nd Anti-Klan Rally. Greensboro’s 
local bourgeoisie trembles when they are 
forced to look at the impact Nelson, a 
member of the Communist Worker! Party, 
has on the Greensboro community. That 
is why on Nov. 3rd, when 5 members of 
the CWP were murdered by the Klan/Na- 
zis, the police arrested Nelson first and 
allowed the murderers to escape. They 
threw him to the ground, beat him in the 
head, neck, arms - causing deep gashes 
and dragged him to jail for “inciting to 
riot” and “resisting arrest.”

Nelson The T-arget
Since Nov., 3rd, Nelson has been 

singled out as a target by the government 
and media in an attempt to discredit his 
leadership in Greensboro. Known, loved 
and respected in Greensboro, Nelson has 
spent all his life fighting the bourgeoisie 
and organizing black and white people. 
“That brother is an indigenous leader. 
And people who have lived in Greens­
boro recognize that,” says Ben Chavis at 
a recent interview (see article on p. 12). 
That is why it is impossible to slander 
Nelson even when they carry out an in­
credible smear campaign with FBI and 
SBI agents threatening and intimidating 
the Greensboro community. Why is Nel­
son so dangerous to the U.S.

He has a track record of dealing 
heavy blows against the wretched capital­
ist system. Nelson Johnson is dangerous, 
- to  slumlords at AAA Realty in 1968, 
when as a student at A&T, he organized 
student and community support for a 
huge rent strike against their filthy, inhu­
man housing. A&T students took com­
munity people who had been evicted by 
AAA into their dorm rooms until they 
could find shelter during that strike!
—to the bosses at the Industries of the 
Blind in 1968, when he helped those 
handicapped vote in a union and a 10% 
wage increase.
—to the A&T administration in 1969, 
when, as a student, he organized other 
students to help cafeteria workers shut 
down the campus cafeteria and win union 
recognition, and a wage hike.
-was dangerous to the white state power 
structure in 1973, and again in 1978-79 
yhen he, his wife Joyce, and Sandy 
Smith fought like hell for Black curricu­
lum, funding for Black Colleges, and 
against HEW’s “liquidate, the Black Col- 
ieges"'Pkn.
—and to Cone Mills in 1975-76, when he 
worked at Printworks and helped organ­
ize the rank and file of the union there,

filing grievances, putting out a union 
newsletter, and training shop stewards'.
-was dangerous to the Greensboro cops 
in 1978 when he fought along with a po­
lice brutality committee to have two. 
cops thrown off the force and jailed for 
brutally beating a black youth, Gernie 
Cummings.
-and from 1968 to 1976 to the Greens­
boro city government and white power 
structure when he and his wife Joyce 
helped found the Greensboro Association 
for Poor People, (GAPP) which fought 
countless battles for welfare rights, de­
cent housing, and against discrimination, 
-was dangerous to Governor Hunt when 
Nelson, Joyce, Sandy Smith, Claude 
Barnes, and others working with the 
Communist Workers Party (then the 
Workers Viewpoint Organization) organ­
ized a huge contingent of A&T students 
to march in Raleigh in April 1978 to Free 
the Wilmington 10.
—and to Peanut Man Carter and his 
crooks arid cronies in Washington D.C., 
every May since 1976 as Nelson and the 
CWP would bring busloads of people to 
march in the annual African Liberation 
Day March against U.S. imperialism, med­
dling, and support of racist regimes in 
Africa.

Nelson’s history of educating the 
poor about the need to fight and over­
throw the system that oppresses them 
while aiding them in their day to day 
struggles is why the bourgeoisie is 
haunted by Nelson’s presence in Greens­
boro. _  . , _

Trial Postponed
Right now, Nelson’s trial, previously 

scheduled for March 6th has been post­
poned to May 5th. The other two com­
rades arrested on Nov. 3rd are Willena 
Cannon (a long-time community activist 
and organizer in Greensboro), and Rand 
Manzella (union shop steward at Cone’s 
White Oak Plant). Willena is charged with 
“interference with an officer,” because 
she was trying to protect Nelson from the 
cops. Rand is charged with “being armed 
to the terror of the people” because he 
had in hand the small revolver Bill Samp­
son (one of the CWP 5), was using to de­
fend the anti-KJan demonstrators against 
the automatic weapons of the Klan/Nazi 
assassins. He was holding it at the side of 
Cesar’s dead body when the police drove 
up.

The continued delay of the trials has 
been done at the request of D.A. Schlos- 
ser. Schlosser has made clear through his 
statements and actions that he plans to
indict Nelson and other anti-Klan demon­
strators, blaming them for the murders o f 
their own comrades.

On Dec. 9, he was quoted in the 
Greensboro Daily News as saying that al­
though many Greensboro residents were 
“embarrassed” that the killings happened 
in Greensboro, “perhaps an even larger 
part of the community finds the com­
munists got what one recent letter to the 
editor called ‘about what they,deserved’.” 
In the same article the D.A. referred to 
his military service in Viet Nam 10 years 
ago, “and you know who my adversaries 
were then.”

He publicly lied that CWP members 
and friends refused to testify. But it is he 
who has put us in the position of simul­
taneously being defendants and has 
already negotiated arranging testimony 
from us.

And community members who fear 
Klan/Nazi retaliation if they testify have 
no assurance that the D.A will protect 
them.

Gripped with an unprecedented 
economic and political crisis, the rulers

of this country are attempting to jail 
victims of Klan/Nazi attacks, leaders of 
the working class to create conditions 
where outright fascist repression can be 
imposed. The case of the Greensboro 3 
represents this growing trend. As the war 
preparation heightens they are also 
attempting to impose the draft on the 
American youth and force the American 
people to accept it. This shows their 
desperate attempt to maintain their rule 
at our expense. That is why all progres­
sive forces must struggle to make them 
drop all charges againt the three comrades 
and make the Klan/Nazis pay for their 
crimes.

Demands that charges against them 
be dropped should be sent to Mayor Jim 
Melvin, 210 North Greene, Greensboro, 
North Carolina 27402.

Copies should be sent to: Greensboro 
Justice Fund, 39 Bowery, Box 404, 
New York, New York 10002

CWP member Nelson Johnson with Ann Braden (right) and Ben Chavis (left) during 
the Feb. 2 anti-Klan rally in Greensboro to protest the murder of the'CWP 5.



A RE BLAMED FOR 
U S . G O V T CRIME

D EM O N STR A TE  
VWSHMGTON, DuC. M AY 3 rd  
GREENSBORO, N.C. M AY 4 th
FOR INFORMATION CALL N.Y. (2 1 2 )2 3 3 -0 9 8 8  
D.C. (2 0 2 )5 6 2 -0 1 0 8  N.C. (919)682-1014 RAM



MAY 3 rd  
l MAY 4 th
N.Y. (212 )233 -0 988
(919)682-1014

RAND MANZELLA W S L L E N





Mgggrf P f - > -» * '  -
-1 '

^ 1 2  WORKERS VIEWPOINT, March 22,1980

WILMINGTON 10 FIGHT KKK VIOLENCE 
PEO PLE’S  WILL MUST PREVAIL

interview with Ben Chavis

the  CWP 5.
i , !

Land o f the Free? Sweet land o f  
liberty? Let freedom ring? The Wilming­
ton 10 rang the doorbell o f the American 
government shouting words o f freedom, 
but got turned away.

The Wilmington 10 met each other 
in the heat o f struggle against the bowels 
o f racism and class oppression in Wilming­
ton, N.C. in 1970. Where it would have 
been too obvious for the police and 
National Guard to come in and directly 
destroy the movement against school 
desegregation and overall wretched living 
and working conditions—the Klan, with 
its racist, para-military style p f terrorism, 
was called upon to frighten the suppor­
ters o f the Gregory Congregational 
Church. It was in the church that plan­
ning meetings were held.

But much to the surprise o f the 
hooded beasts, the community had been 
organized and armed to defend them­
selves. They shot back at the Klan and 
scared them into the tobacco fields.

One year later, Rev. Ben: Chavis and 
nine other civil rights organizers were 
arrested and charged with bombing a 
small grocery store called Mike’s during 
the Klan/conununity fight. In all proba­
bility, it was the Klan themselves who 
bombed the store as a diversionary tactic.

For almost a decade from 1971 to 
1979, the Wilmington 10 endured im­
prisonment, harassment, siander, isola­
tion, threats, beatings, and court appeals. 
Protests and mass demonstrations spread 
through communities across the nation to 
defend them. The Wilmington 10 became 
an open admission o f America’s conscious 
plan to! politically persecute the leaders of 
the oppressed. ;

While the Wilmington 10 never 
wavered from their political stand to 
defend: the community against Klan 
violence, they were never “guilty” o f 
the bombing in the first place. In fact 
all o f the witnesses against them, from a 
young child, to ex-convicts longing for 
shorter sentences, admitted that they 
were bribed and recanted their testimo­
nies. This, coupled with the human rights 
tug-of-war with the U.S. government’s 
main rival, the Soviet Union, created an 
emoarrassing situation.

The State Department o f  Justice, as
wed as 55 members o f  Congress, recently 
lied an am icus curia (friend o f  the court 

brief), as a statement o f support.and a 
epuest that all charges against the Fen
e dropped

At this moment, the Wilmington 10 
case is presently being appealed to the 
Fourth Circuit Court o f  Appeals in Rich­
mond, Virginia. Last year, Rev. Chavis 
was the last o f  the Ten to be paroled.

Q. How did the KKK get involved and 
rear its ugly head?

Well, when they saw black students or­
ganizing within the community, and 
black parents and black workers support­
ing the students, they became paranoid. 
Actually, all we were talking about was 
trying to make a better life for the 
black students at the school. They 
thought that by saying we wanted black 
cheerleaders, we were being revolu­
tionary. So, who did they send? They 
sent the Klan and they sent white racist 
para-military organizations to shoot up 
the black community.

Q. What role did Nixon's law and order 
campaign play in all o f  this?

When the threats came down, we went 
to the police. We asked for law and order. 
You might remember it was Nixon who 
was president and Agnew, vice-president 
in 1970. And they were running all over 
the country talking about law and order. 
But law and order was to keep black peo­
ple in their place; to keep poor people 
in their place; to keep working people 
in their place; to bust up unions; to bust 
up the civil rights movement; to bust up 
the peace movement that was against the 
war in Vietnam.

Q. How did the community react to KKK  
terror?

We were applying our basic human right 
to struggle in Wilmington, and the police, 
the mayor, who refused to call a curfew, 
acted hand in hand with the Ku Klux 
Klan, because that was a green light for 
them to come into the community and 
shoot us up. But it’s a strange thing. 
The Lord works in mysterious ways. 
What happened was that the brothers 
and sisters took them seriously and they 
so organized themselves that they re­
pelled the KKK and the ROWP (Rights 
o f White People, a local racist group) and 
that's really why we went to jail. Because 
we didn’t allow the Klan to shoot us up. 
i  feel that our most basic human right 
is the right to struggle. And so we were 
applying our basic human right to strug­
gle.

Q. Why were you arrested one year later?

One year later, the state apparatus moved 
in to punish somebody and they picked 
o ff the student leaders in the high school 
and they picked o ff this one white lady, 
_Anne Sheppard, who was one o f  the few 
whites besides Rev. Templeton, pastor 
o f  this predominantly black church, to 
support the movement. That’s why they 
got her. Keep in mind that she was really 
arrested because they figured that she’d 
turn state’s evidence against us. When she 
refused to turn state’s evidence against us, 
they put her in jail. They arrested the 
Wilmington 10, not only to punish us 
for our non-violent civil rights activity, 
but to punish and really in the main, to 
put fear in the black community not to  
organize, not to get involved.

Q. What have been the effects o f  public 
opinion, pressure and resistance to your 
incarceration?

What made the organizations that helped 
us able to flex their own organizational1 
skills and utilize the resources that they 
had was just people. I mean people across 
these United States and around the world 
responded to the cry o f  the Wilmington 
10 for help and that’s just what happened. 
The will o f  the people prevailed. We won 
a partial victory. It’s still not a total vic­
tory. Our convictions have still not been 
reversed and I’m still on parole. I’m still 
serving an active sentence at this point. 
At any time that somebody decides that 
I have said something or done something 
which can be interpreted as a violation o f  
parole, I could very easily be put back in 
prison. In our particular case, more than 
a lot o f  other cases, you have a situation 
where they’re not talking about mistaken 
identity. They’re not talking about the 
police “thought we were guilty.” They 
knew we were innocent and they outright 
framed us up. It was straight-up political 
persecution based on racism and based on

trying to wipe out the people’s move­
ment. But it backfired on them.

Q. What has been the role o f  the Klan in 
American history and why are they sur­
facing now with such boldness?

From the very inception, the Klan has 
never gone anywhere. It’s just that at 
various points in history it has manifested 
itself differently. They do seem to be 
bolder now. That’s because they have 
gotten the green light from the ruling 
class. First o f  all the Klan is nothing but 
a bunch o f cowards. Straight out punk 
cowards. They only surface as they did in 
Greensboro because they had the green 
light from the system to surface that way.

Q. How do you interpret what happened 
on Nov. 3?

What happened on Nov. 3 was an assassi­
nation. It wasn’t some shootout between 
two extremist groups the way the papers 
tried to say. That’s a gross falsehood. 
I think that again, if  there’s anything 
amazing about the struggle in this coun­
try, it’s that the ruling class never under­
stands the masses. They always underesti­
mate the people. Because the very reac­
tion o f millions o f people across this 
country to the shooting on Nov. 3 only 
has given the masses o f people an oppor­
tunity to step forward. And the problem 
is, I think that people need to make sure 
that nothing like what happened the 
other day, ever happens in America again. 
Everyone in .America .knows what hap­
pened on Nov. 3 , what they don’t know 
is the legal situation now.

Q. What course will the fight against the 
Klan take in the coming decade?

The only way to guarantee that no more 
Klan killings occur is for the people to get 
organized and begin to pull the sheets o ff  
the real Klansmen. From Wall Street all 
the way to the military-industrial com­
plex o f  the Pentagon, the same kind o f  
Klan activity is operative. □

"NBU80NK THE LEADER
SI GREENSBORO—"-CHAW8

Nelson’s a personal friend o f  mine. We go way back when bolls o f  
us were in college. We struggled together in the student movement and 
both o f us struggled together in the labor movement and in the Pan- 
Africanist movement. From the first African Liberation Days, Nelson is 
my brother. And I  mean that, because when a lot o f  people were out 
there screaming, FREE THE 10, he was not only screaming, he was 
organizing the masses o f people in Greensboro and tried early to come 
and support the Wilmington 1 0 . . .  . Even back there in 1972, before 
the Wilmington 10 was a national issue, at the day that we got the sen­
tence, even before the trial, Nelson brought busloads, Ia in ’t  lying, bus­
loads o f  student from A&T [a black college in Greensboro]. And if  it 
warn’t  for the students.. .  I f  I  was in the situation that Nelson is in 
today, I  feel he would support me. He would have said whai I  said for 
him in Greensboro. . . .  I  have no apohgy for what /  said on Feb. 2. 
/  will stand behind what /  said. And if  Nelson needs me, I  wiU go and 
help. Nelson has worked in that community. He helped found the 
Greensboro Poor Peoples’ Association; he helped build the student 
movement in Greensboro and it was clear. That’s why I  don’t  under­
stand why people tried to call Nelson an outsider to Greensboro, when 
nothing could be further from the truth. The brother is an indigenous 
leader. And people who have lived in Greensboro recognise that. The 
mass media may not recognize that. , . . Because he was victimized by 
KKK/Nazi violence, they will try to take away his leadership. But that 
cannot be taken away because Nelson emerged from the people . . and 
tha t’s something you cannot take away. I  am only confirming what is 
the truth. He is the leader in Greensboro and will continue to be. O
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Who the "Riends0 of the ^ ia b w e a n  
People Are and How They Fight Against

the Zimbabwe Revolution
"RC”P: Him the Guns Against Mugabe and ZANU

The counterrevolutionary 
aect, the “Revolutionary Com­
munist” Party (“RC’T ) has 
attacked the heroic fight of the 
Zimbabwean people. Blinded by 
their chauvinist faith in the 
strength of the two superpowers, 
the Trotskyite “RC”P does not 
believe that a third world coun­
try can fl$it off imperialism. In 
their March 7 ragsheet, the 
“Revolutionary ” Worker, they 
call ZANU’s election victory a 
“shameless capitulation and sell­
out of the struggle of the Zim­
babwean people.” This is noth­
ing new. “RC’T  is following the 
Progressive Labor Party’s (PLP) 
beaten path of Trotskyism. Right 
after the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front (SNLF) had 
waged armed struggle, kicked 
out U.S. imperialism and had 
formed a national front govern­
ment in Nicaragua, PLP jumped 
out and called for “turn the guns 
against the SNLF.” This is 
exactly what “RC’T  is saying. 
When ZANU needs the most 
support, “RC’T  shouts “turn 
the guns against Mugabe and 
ZANU” !! The only difference 
between PLP and “RC’T  is that 
“RC”P is afraid to openly drop 
Mao Tsetung Thought and the 
need to support struggles for 
democratic and anti-imperialist 
governments in third world 
countries.

“RC”P Can’t Take 
The Guns from ZANU
They consciously lie that 

the masses in Zimbabwe do not 
control the guns and that the 
cease-fire agreement virtually 
disarmed “the bulk of ZANU 
guerillas” ; that the bulk of the 
guerilla forces went to the 
assembly points; that they are 
“surrounded by large numbers 
of heavily armed ‘monitoring 
forces’ made up of Rhodesian 
and Muzorewa troops” ; and that 
the Patriotic Front forces are 
“sitting ducks for the imperial­
ists guns.”

What are the facts? After 
seven years of armed struggle 
prior to the cease-fire, ZANU 
already controlled 2/3 of the 
countryside. As long as South 
African troops remained and 
Britain failed to implement their 
part of the agreement, Mugabe 
told his soldiers not to hand over 
their guns. ZANU kept most of 
its soldiers in the countryside 
and concentrated its troops only 
in the assembly centers where 
the mercenaries and South Afri­
cans were weak. In fact, whole­
heartedly supported by the 
masses, tens of thousands of 
villagers reported to the assem­
bly points in ZANU’s place. 
Indies and gentlemen of the 
“RC’T , if ZANU is “sitting 
duck foi the imperialists” and 
the imperialists “are holding a

Cat at Mugabe and ZANU’s, 
a d .” ' ( <uRem m tktm ry“ Work#, 

p. 2), why d'ttst'f Britain and the

fascists of Smith and South 
Africa wipe ZANU out during 
the election? They could not, 
precisely because the balance 
of military forces as well as the 
support of the masses is on 
ZANU’s side! The Trotskyite 
“RC’T , is true to its habit, is 
chauvinist to the bone. They 
cannot bring themselves to be­
lieve that ZANU out-maneu­
vered the British and Rhodesian 
troops on the military front.

Like their mother, Leon 
Trotsky, “RC”P spits at thn 
Marxist-Leninist line of being 
unyielding in principles but 
flexible in tactics. They whine 
that Mugabe has “capitulated” 
because Lt. General Walls of 
the Rhodesian forces will head 
the military of the new national 
front government. On the con­
trary, this shows the mature 
political level of the ZANU 
central committee. They know 
that the morale in the Rhode­
sian army is low. It is disinte­
grating, and this is a better con­
dition to disintegrate it even 
faster. Even more, this is the 
best condition to try to control 
them and at the same time build 
up ZANU’s independent military 
forces by furnishing it with newer 
and better weapons.

Continuing with their con­
scious nest o f lies, “RC”P writes 
that Mugabe of ZANU is the 
same as Allende of Chile. First, 
Allende politically believed in 
peaceful transition to socialism 
and that was his strategy. Mugabe 
led seven years of armed struggle. 
Through protracted peoples war, 
he consolidated armed bases ia 
the countryside. Today, the 
Zimbabwean masses are stiB 
armed!

ZANU Engages 
Imperialists on AD Fronts

It is true that “During tbs 
election campaign hundreds of 
Zimbabwean people were massa­
cred and several ZANU leaden 
were killed and injured includ­
ing two attempts on the life of 
Mugabe himself.” ( “Revolution­
ary ” Worker, p. 2) Faced with 
these imperialists’ attacks, file 
conclusion is not to “retreat 
bade to the bush.” Just thg 
opposite. ZANU maintained 
its military position mid en­
gaged the British on file po&icai 
front (i.e., the elections). Guided 
by their hatred of thiad world 
peoples sad countries,
Great -Nation cheuvtairea ja n g i 
out. Their unstable Chairman 
Avakian and Co. are crying: 
“ZANU, go hack to the jungle. 
Don’t take -up the new tasks 
ahead because you will inevit­
ably capitulate!” “RC’T  fails 
to see the relation between 
the military and politic®! I t a t f ,  
ZANU’s years of w&
armed struggle give ihaffijfte 
everwiretming mass baras to 
qgeak fm  Zimbabwe m  the 
jpSttosi feont. Seizing the poll-

Mwnbers of Robert Mugabe's guerrilla forces crossing river on their way to polling place to vote in last 
day of thrwa-day election.
tical front has definitely created 
conditions for them to gain 
worldwide and domestic legiti. 
macy and support for their 
military fight. Now for the first 
thne in their struggle, ZANU can 
recruit and arm tens of thou- 
sands and even millions of 
Zimbabweans into their armed 
forces, under ZANU’s immediate 
command. It is at the local units 
—that’s where the real political 
power of the gun barrels is really 
at.

During the course of the 
revolutionary struggle, commu­
nists engage the enemy on all 
fronts: the military and, the poli­
tical, protracted peoples’war and 
elections, independent work and 
the united front tactic. Chairman 
Map himself entered three united 
fronts during the Chinese nation­
al liberation struggle.

Mao continuously empha­
sized the need for and the rela­
tionship between the three 
magic weapons: the communist 
party, armed struggle and the 
united front.

“RC’T  Gives Imperialists 
the Initiative

Following their line that 
third world peoples are too stu­
pid to wage class struggle in 
complicated situations and the 
imperialists are all powerful, 
Trots like PL (Progressive Labor 
Party) and “RC’T see the 
imperialists cutting ZANU’s 
throat. In reality, fire eaaae-fire 
allowed the JMBMfc Frewt to 
do orgaafeAag -m  ft* Mties. 
ZANU was t t t a  m- siraagfim 
its bases, paetfoAeriy to the ur­
ban areas. Over m m  Zim­
babweans have fcesn s«i*8d 
from Ion S es& ’s “psjt® et*d 
villages” mud srew hm^s direct 
contact ZAMU, is
lifting lissaaw g’R aasttri law, 
curfews m i wmg&sey refuta­
tions. Aft-time Greatly aM tire

freedom of organizing deeper 
among the messes. The more 
contact with tire people, fire 
better conditions to strengthen 
ZANU’s independent military 
forces and arm the people. ZANU 
can now use the national broad- 
casting stations to put forth its 
line and to mobilize and consoli­
date the people. It now has 
access to more medical supplies, 
food, and different types of wea­
pons to face the challenge ahead.

Yes.there is co-existence of 
two armed forces as before. The 
thing that has changed is that 
ZANU has access to more masses 
both in the countryside and in 
the dries. Through its initiative 
of armed struggle, ZANU created 
the new conditions of the cease­
fire and the elections. The new 
conditions have created new 
tasks for ZANU. The question 
is: Should ZANU continue to 
fight given the new conditions 
and meet the new tatics or should 
they not?! Is there a guarantee 
for victory in the national front 
government or New Democracy? 
No. There is no guarantee eves 
under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. ZANU has achieved 
great success in the armed strug­
gle and in outmanuevering the 
imperialists and fascists. Given 
the new tasks, they must con­
tinue to fight. And we have to 
give them even more support 
at this key point.

The landslide election vic­
tory gives ZANU great poli­
tical initative. It thoroughly ex­
poses the Smith/Muzorewa/Brit- 
ish clique. It proclaims ZANU 
the sole leadership and spokes­
man for Zimbabwe. Even if a 
right wing coup comes, who 
speaks for Zimbabwe is settled. 
Now with even more legitimacy 
m d  authority, ZANU has the 
right to organize the resources 
of the government and of the 
country. It can also take an of­
fensive on the diplomatic front 
internationally.

At the crucial time that 
ZANU and the Zimbabwean 
people need the most support, 
the Trot “RC’T  stabs them in 
the bad: by speculating on who 
are the revolutionaries and who 
aie the capitulators. “RC’T  is 
serving both superpowers. By 
echoing U.S. imperialists’ lies of 
the “new Mugabe,” by attacking 
ZANU’s political line and con­
tinued revolution under the pre­
sent situation, “RC”P is in effect 
saying that either there is no 
possibility for third world coun­
tries such as Zimbabwe to have a 
national democratic revolution 
against imperialism or for social­
ism, or that ZANU is not capable 
of doing it. They are saying in 
effect that ZANU might as well 
give it up and stay in the bushes 
or they have to become either 
sell-outs to the U.S. imperialists 
or to the Soviet social-imperial­
ists. Mugabe has stated the 
policy of “We ace our own 
liberators” , and no reliance on 
any foreign powers. Zimbabwe 
has charted a course out of the 
sphere of contention and war 
preparations of both superpow­
ers. The chauvinist “RC”P 
cannot see how a third world 
country can fight both super­
powers and aid the U.S. people.

Screaming, gnashing its 
teeth on the sideline, the “RC’T  
continuously prays like a broken 
record to its guru, Avakian, 
imitating the outworn Trotsky­
ism and PL’s reactionary line: 
“There can never be a worker- 
peasant alliance/national front 
government, there is only fire 
pure, proletarian revolution in 
one straight pa th . . . ”

Never having fought or 
worked a day in their lives, it is 
the nature of Trotskyites to sit 
comfortably in an imperialist 
country, attack the revolution­
ary fighters, try and split the na­
tional liberation and impose 
Trotskyite demoralization on 
the masses. □
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Hostage’s  Family: 120 Days 
of State Dept. Runaround

The following is based on an 
article entitled, "Hostage's Fami­
ly and State D ept.,’’ written by 
Michael Daly and appearing in 
the N.Y. Daily News (with 
the largest circulation in the 
country-over one million) on 
March 2. The quotes, are from  
reporter Daly’s interviews.

The State Dept, finally 
called to see what they could do 
for 20-year-old Allyssa Keough 
and her 21-year-old sister Katie. 
Their father, William, is a 
hostage in Iran.

“For the first time in 114

days you ask if you can do 
anything? It’s tf: little late. We’ve 
got a little more pride than 
that.” With that, Allyssa hung 
up the phone and added this 
latest insult to the 30th page of 
the letter she’s keeping for 
her dad.

”Wh«n he gets back, he’s 
going to hear the State Dept.’s 
story first when they debrief 
him. Then when he reads this, 
he’ll hear my story.” Her dad 
had sent her a letter, asking her 
to save “clippings for me so I’ll 
be able to understand why 
President Carter has left us

here for three months. I find it 
hard to believe.”

A Long Vigfl. . .
For eight long days 

after the hostages w^te first 
seized, the State Dept, didn’t 
even bother to call Allyssa and 
Katie to tell them that then 
father was a hostage. They 
wound up calling the State Dept, 
when their dad appeared on the 
evening TV news. Every time 
Allyssa asked, “What’s going on 
in Teheran?” she always got the 
fame reply, “We’ll get back to 
you.”

A month after the embassy 
takeover, the State Dept, finally 
told them to come to Washing­
ton for a meeting of the hos­
tages’ families. When asked if the 
whole family could come, the 
State Dept, told them, “We can 
only pay expenses for one 
family member.” That night the 
Keoughs heard State Dept, 
spokesman Hodding Carter say 
on TV that the government 
was “doing whatever we can to 
aid the families.”

State Dept. Runaround
On Dec. 7, they and 93 other 

relatives of the hostages were 
herded onto the eighth floor of 
the State Dept, building. Allyssa 
asked if the $700 phone bill for 
calls to the Dept, would be 
taken care of. “Why didn’t you 
call collect?” was the response. 
When Katie said she couldn’t 
afford her tuition if the State 
Dept, didn’t pick up the tab, an 
official replied, “Next question.” 
It was only after Allyssa, fuming 
with anger, threatened to tell it 
to the press that the official 
reluctantly agreed to pay.

Then Hodding Carter III 
came into the room. Allyssa 
said, “We had been warned what

Allyssa Keough (le ft)  and her sister K atie  whose fa th er is a hostage 

in Iran.

would happen if we let the 
Shah in the country. Why did we 
let him in? He could have paid 
for somebody to go there. He 
could have hiiilt a whole hospi­
tal.”

“Humanitarian reasons” was 
Hodding Carter’s lame reply. But 
Allyssa and Katie later got a 
letter from their dad with a copy 
of a secret cable from the 
U.S. Embassy in Teheran to the 
State Dept. It said if the State 
Dept, was “seen to admit him 
(the Shah) under demonstrably 
humanitarian considerations, it 
would presumably make our 
own position more defensible.” 

Jimmy Carter came in and 
Allyssa asked why her dad had 
received a telegram saying it 
would be a safe weekend to go 
to Teheran. “There are different 
circumstances for every person” 
was Carter’s reply. When the 
question was pressed, Carter 
asked, “What’s your name?” 

At the end of the meeting, 
the wife of Bruce Laingen, char­
ge d ’affaires in Iran, was coached 
to read a statement thanking the 
State Dept, for its help. Propos­
ing it as a collective press state­
ment, she asked, “Does anybody 
disagree with any of it?”

“I disagree with all of it,” 
said Allyssa and half the room.; 
burst out in applause.

Two Different Messages 
at Christmas

Frustrated by the State 
Dept, runaround, Allyssa went 
to the Iranian Embassy in 
Washington and met Ali Agah, 
the charge ̂ d’affaires. Agah said 
he would try his. best to set up 
communication between Allyssa 
and her dad.

Christmas came and Allyssa 
got two telegrams. From Jimmy 
Carter, the form message went,

“Rarely in our history have we 
been so united and rarely have 
we benefited from such strong 
support from people of all 
nations.” From Ali Agah, the 
message was, “I am very aware 
of your deep concern and love 
for your father and, as promised) 
I will do my best to urge that 
some communication be set 
up between you and him.”

Blacklisted by the State 
Dept.

In January, Allyssa went to 
hear Ted Kennedy speak at 
Northeastern University and her 
picture wound up in the newspa­
per. This picture found its way 
back to the White House. At the 
second meeting of the hostages’ 
families, Allyssa and Katie- were 
the only ones not notified. When 
she called the State Dept., they 
told her, “I don’t know if we 
can pay for you.” She said, “The 
press will be happy to hear 
about that.” The voice replied, 
“We will pay for one of you.”

In the weeks that followed 
the Iranian Embassy called time 
and time again to offer their 
assistance. The State Dept, made 
one call a week and said, “How 
are you girls?”

Sees Iran as Friend
One hundred and twenty 

days after the embassy takeover, 
how does Allyssa sum up her 
experiences?^

“The Iranian Embassy calls 
and tells you what they know. 
The Iranian Embassy asks if they 
can help you. The State Dept, 
just tries to intimidate you. You 
can (live through it if you learn 
to play their game, if you learn 
that when they try to initimi- 
date you, use the word ‘media’. 
They don’t tell us anything. 
They don’t help us. It’s an 
experience.”

Continued from page 3 
As older workers retire, others quit, 
get laid off or fired, no additional work­
ers will .be hired. Government workers 
will face more speedups, forced overtime, 
job combination and harassment, and 
greater health and safety dangers'.. For 
the public, this means worse government 
services.

Carter: Threatens What He Can’t 
Deliver

Finally, Carter said he was against 
mandatory wage and price caps. Carter 
really doesn’t have any choice. He knows 
he couldn’t enforce mandatory wage and 
price caps anyway. Mandatory wage 
limits would bringj workers up against the 
government every time they demand a 
living wage, a confrontation the govern­
ment might not win, risking what little 
authority it still has in the eyes of the 
American people. At the same time the 
capitalists don’t all agree with price con­
trols. The smaller capitalists are afraid 
that they’ll go bankrupt or get swallowed 
by bigger capitalists.

Galloping Inflation Scaring Off 
Long-Term Investment

Carter’s package was aimed at re­

building people’s faith in the goverment’s 
ability to aeal with inflation. In order to 
get out of the economic crisis, the hard­
ening arteries of American industry like 
steel, railroads, and construction need 
a massive blood transfusion—billions 
pumped into new technology, factories 
and machinery. But today investors are 
scared of making the long-term invest­
ments that these industries need. With in­
flation galloping wild, they don’t want to 
take the risk, and would rather put their 
money into quick-profit schemes like 
speculating on gold, currency, and short­
term bonds.

For example, when the government 
announced an official 18% inflation rate, 
bond sellers were stuck with tong-term 
bonds with interest rates lower than the 
rate of inflation. Everyone started selling 
fast, no one wanted to  buy and the 
market shutdown. This chaos and com­
petition are inherent in the capitalist 
system. Only with a socialist planned 
economy to centralize resources can the 
U.S. be industralized again.

Inflation: Chickens Coming Home 
toRooqt

Carter said his plan would cause

‘Spain’’ and “sacrifice.” and even ad­
mitted that inflation would still sky- 
rodsat 4a the short run. But in the 
long run, he promised, inflation will 
be Hcked. But this is a pipe dream, and 
Carter knows it.

The main cause of inflation in the 
U.S. today is the billions of dollars that 
have been pumped into the military since 
World War II to finance wars of aggres­
sion against third world countries. Wea­
pons can’t be used to provide the basic 
necessities of human or animal life. The 
tremendous investment of society’s 
wealth-labor, natural resources, energy, 
technology, etc. into production of waste. 
As long as the U.S. could export inflation 
to third and second world countries, in­
flation here was “reasonable.” But today 
the third and second world countries are 
fighting back and the U.S. can no longer 
export inflation—chickens coming home 
to roost. Before World War II, inflation 
was always offset by deflation so prices 
more or less stayed the same ai in 1800. 
Then, since 1940, prices here have 
skyrocketed 445%. It’s no wonder the 
$.05 candy bar now costs $.30.

Carter’s Speech—Treating A
Symptom, Not the Disease

Carter knows there’s no real end to 
inflation in sight because he knows the 
U.S. must militarize in order to fight a 
war with the Soviet Union for world 
domination. All his band-aid package 
really amounts to is tinkering. That’s 
why even bourgeois economists admit 
that Carter is aiming at curing the “in­
flation psychology” and not inflation 
itself.

For months Carter has ridden on the 
wave of chauvinism against OPEC, Iran 
ians and the Russian workers and pea­
sants, which he himself helped to whip 
up. Using chauvinism to take the Ameri­
can people’s minds off of the economic 
crisis and galloping inflation, Carter 
hoped to ride this wave to a second term 
in the White House. But when the govern­
ment was finally forced to release the 
official inflation rate, and when the 
bond market caved in and the stock 
market did in response, Carter had to 
address the state of the economy.

The recent stock market dive shows 
just how much confidence Carter’s speech 
inspired. d
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