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Portugal

The working people of Portugal,

" who had suffered years of bitter
repression and who had resisted,
organized and struggled agalnst
fasclsm, rose up ln united masa
action and turned the military coup
of the 25th April Intg  mass demo-
cratic movement,

When the armed forces decided
to free & certain number of polit~
{cal prisoners, those selected re-
fused to leave their comrades be-
hind, forcing the release of all
political prisoners. The workers
made May Day thelr own, and wher
the junta was speaking of free
trade unions, mass meetinga all
over the country hed already elec~
ted factory committees and ocou~
pled the fascist controlled trade
unions.

The many strikes and occupa~
tions that have taken place In
mines and rallways, factories,

Extracts from a statement by the Portuguese Workers Co- ordinating Committee

shipyards and building sites, with
demauds Tor the Immedisate resig~
natlon of supporters of the Caetano
regime (n the hoard of directors,
for higher vw»* <2 and for control
over thelr W ¥y culditions show
the deterinination of the workers
to oppose the employing class.

To achleve the integration of
Portuguese economv with capltal-
(st Europe it was necenssary to re-
verse the colonisl strategy. Port~
uguese big buslness was quick In

2let 'ng and bullding up their
man, Geuceral Spinola, who pres-
sed for a puppet independence of
the colonles to protect western
interests tn Africa under a federal
system. So the volunteer to the
fascist army in the Spanish Civil
War, the military observer {n the
Eastern Froat of Naz{ Germany
during the second world war, the
ex-Covernor of Gulnen Blssau,

responsible for the (nvasion of
Guinca~Conakry by Portuguese
troops and for the murder of Am-
ilcar Cabral, was to becoma,
with the help of the high bourg-
eosle, the new Head of State in
Portugal,

The Portugese working people
know that the only way forward is
to strengthen their own organis-
ations and to force through meas-
ures that will ensure the destruc-
tion of the social and economic
basls of fascism. The new trade
unions have refused to be involved
{n government declsions through
the Ministry of Labour (although
it ls manned by a top revislonist).
Thay are united around the dem-
and for an Immediate end to the
colonial wars and the real indep-
endence of Angola, Mozambique
and Guinse Bissau, In opposing
the manoeuvres to concoct a

puppet Independence in the colon~
les they recognise that only with
independence under the liberation
movements can they ensure the
end of the economic basis of
fascism,

The slruggle against fascist
ideology was expressed by the
print workers of the main Lisbon
newspaper, who on June 6th took
over the front page of the news-
paper and published a joint shop-
stewards comunlique:

" A true democracy is the cond-
itlon of all progress. But dem-
ocracy will always be exposed

to reactionary dangers if (ta
foundations will not grow from the

struggle against .rivilege and
capitallst exploitation and from
the right of every man and woman
to be part of the democratic
process.

We call on the working masses
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to be prepared to expose at all
costs the attempts to pervert
democracy into the big-business
that fagclem was before, attempts
that are befng carried out by
sllencing the voice of the people
with the celeatial choir of the
'grand red carnation masquerads',
... considering that the laws
have not changed and that they
were created and exist to protect
the priviléges of the old regime
againsat the rights of the workers,
conscious that we express the
spirit of true democracy and that
only mass workers' mobilization
can answer the reactionary man-
oeuvres of ‘ocertain sectors of
thePortuguese bourgeoisie, of
capitallsm and internatiopal im-
periallsm, we are prepared to
oppose those lawa and take Into
our own hands the task to elim-
inate all fascist elements from
poaitiona of power In our goclety, "



