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RTL-Redra£t o£ .f'ir&t saven pa~agraphs 

We are. confronted by a s-e emingly para.d.oxi.ca.Ji.. s i.tua ti.on. The RCLB is in 
cr:iLs-is. lit is fl.o'Umderi.Jag, attempting to establish its.el.f on a new fGoting; 
There :fi.s- a danger o£ di~inte:g:ratim.n, i.f not liqu.idaticm:iLsm.. 'Iat the situa~ 
tim~ f'or revo]:nti<Dnaries in :Bri.tain is exce-1.lento Lenin and Stalin shewed 
deroisivdy hClW' the-. irllperial.ist chain anaps at its, weakes:t ]inks. Fr<ailli this 
we can deduce (and this is horne: mut by practice.) tb.a t revolutionary appor­
tunii:ties· ocC't!Er, n<!lt onJly in pJLaces where inperialis.a is we:ake:st, but at 
ti.nm::s: wli:nen it is. weakes:t, in pca-riocls; of crisis, not boOOIL. 

This anaiy-s.is is- anpl.y borne' out by the situation in Bri tam today. 
Tlme 11you'vee nave-r had it s·o good" boon is now nothing but a din and reced­
ll:ng r:neaory-. Britain has been u 0rse: h .it than nost o,f the. major mperia1.ist 
c<mntrie'S ey the gene-ral. crisis of inpe.rialiso; this .is: the: res,Wi.t of a 
CUITiil.:t].ativeo r~Jl.ative: dec].i:ne; go -i.ne; back a l ong way~ Indus.tria]. lbJeartlancls 
Jlike iill:ue- vle:s.t MidJlands, are consequenf.J'i.y beconing 1i.U!!Lenp1.oynent blacksp0ts. 
IndmiD., the- e:ffect::r wf this c:r isis are. sa de:ep and far reaching that 
B~~tain 1 s p@st-war social-denocrat~c concensus. is col.lapsing. The capita~­
~s~ e~affs has: launchffid an aconooic a Ld political assaul.t on th~ working 
c]as·s and oppres s .ed, an as,saul t wh:iLch is l.e.ading ina vita bJi.y tGI faacism 
and!./m~Jt war. 

The S;p i:r:iL t- ~.f th_~' A.E,e 

Jatriti.sh inpe:xial.isf:ll 1 s, cri.sis is irr tinate-ly connected vli.th the. gene-ral 
criffis af world in];)arialis.n. ~-'his crisis is not I:lle:xel.y anm,thex cycl.i.cal 
arne;; it is sj~.rutct'UU'aJl-an earthquake i s takine; place in the. Third \vorld 
wllui.ch ~s: shakillg all the old paw;er and econ<!Iod.c relaitioiU3 in the worJi.d. 
TELe Sec<md W<Trld igperiali.sio co'Unt r ie.s· are. cau{9lt in a sque-eze between the 
rising r:noven.ents for nationa l .-Lnd e.peudemce. and Ji.ib.erati<:m and the: two 
in(pe:r.ialist s:upexpowers, who s a ek t<n' d:m.ing,te the entire globe... As 
in:pex:ial.is:ts:, :tim B'r.itairu ancl or!fue.r Se:cand World inperialist pm.we:rs· cannot 
chCHDSJe to aJi.ig;n thens.e:lve:s vlith the. very forc:e.s Hh~ch nost fundane:ntally 
cha]hm.ge? the who1e iaperia:tird~- order, nor d.<!I they find it e;as,y to naintain 
any :rocm:It fo.r :!ilana.ueVJCe. het ... w.e.en t.b.a S'..lJ2 e-r)2o wera .. 'l'he western powers are 
the~eio.re ~cl.ord n &_ ~ank.§__W:h.th US :impe:riali..s.rn. (albeit on a 
less un.equal ba:s:ll.s than. durin.:.; tho :iu_ll'il.eili.ate :t;l0st..-WW2 Jteriod), in order 
to cont.e.rul. vd...th. the Soviet s od .. al-im.p eriaJ..i.st.s and it.o O:QJtOSe the Third 
Wor~d countr~es1 s ,truggle.s for :h.ndep ence and deve~opment and the peoJt~e's 
struggles for . . _ _:__dmnocracy, liberation and. s.oc:h..ali. SlJJ!. 

Aga.ins.t th.e forces of rcact:L...on s tiilld the peo}?les of t.he wor~d. Their 
struggle ~s stamped w:h..th th.e i..d.entity o f the work ;.ng dill:ass as the ' onJ..y 
class able to gather around :Ltsel f t he rc sii of the wo.rlti.ng masse~C, in 
tb.e:L.J:i' s.t.ruggl .e <fior sel.t;-as:s.eri:.:Lon ., Th are i -.3 a new s _p:h.rit abroad; the 
s.];l:h.ri:t£ o:f th.e age :iua one of r ebellion and seli-a:s.serti...on~ 

The ma:hn. forces in the vmr1.d cha.l.J_enging the i.mpe.ri.alist. system a.l."e 
the. national l:Lberation .. u ovcuwnt.s .. Bri:~J;:i...sbl :L.mperi.a1ist'1 haa suffered many 

t 
blows a'lt the:L..r hands, so that it.s ~MJ.j;__ty t.o ovEm·ca]jle domestic :Problems 
through. colonial. e 2q2lo:ll.t.ct. lion :i.s b e:::...ng, ste.adi..ly reduced. Iiis very ex:lst­
im.ce: :is now cowing und<ll' threat.; 
a). In th.e Th:ii...rd World, Br:h.t i..sh. :ir~peri..alisn. i s losing ground to the 
.ri..si...ng iorce.s of :i:.nd.e_I?ende.n ce and libcli'ati_on, and t.o imperialist r:h.vaJ.s. 
b.)~ The Ir::lsh. nat i..ana1. liberation st..r:lgc<:l c has ii.nflicted slil.ccessi. '.-: 
defeats on Bri.t:i.Jsh ±.IUJ2 cri.alisn ~ es:rtc; cia1.ly :in tho l a st few years. ':rhi..a 
ir.hreat.ens the whol..e. l?Olit:Lcal. or d.o.r -l..::L Rrilt cd..!l 
c.). TJm.er.e is: a s:i:Lzeable m m.ber o.i' nac.:i..onal l'ili!lo.r:i.ty people in Br:i.tai.n., 
largely o .f nerl:irmt Third \·fur ~d orig.in,,. lio t onl.y were they na tional..ly 
O];J :presse.d in their coun.t:r-i.es. o f or:i.gi..n,. but. they f a ce con.i:l:iul.u.:i.ng natio.na.l 
o:rtp.re.ssdi..OliJL :Ln Brltcdn~ );larti...c.da.:rly t he bl.ack.. and Irish nat:i<mal. m.no.r­
i-tti.es .• Theae national mnorj t_:y J2 eOJ2l e s are overwhel:o i ngly worldng class, 

{
so tha. 'lte ven the natio~ ~.ruggles o ft he peo:J:?l~s as a .. wbo~e have a 
st:.rang - ro~e:tt.arJ...an. t:J. .. n.g e to then.. The na-tti...onal rll.IlorJ..ty .12eoples 
siirongl,y i...d..enti..f:y w:U.. th. t}1_e s t .:tuggl e s far sel.:ll-asserti...on of the Ol?Jtre.ssed 
)2 e.o:gl..e:s an.d nat:i...on.s and LL.ave f e w i.J.J..nsions about the nature of BriUsh 



:ioper.:L.a.H sn 1 TU i -,., 1. black and. I.ri.sh world.ng classp. suffering 
as ithey do, a . do.ub.l."" -vQJ_Jre<...~elass. arui~.,.... - - con.s:t.iJt.ute a ;QOtent 
reovo.1.unonary vanguard fo.ree w:ii..:tilid.n boitb. the. nnnonail.. n.:inorit;:r coomuni1 ir..i.as 
and tihe wo ~ · · class aa a wh.ol.e • 
d ~ 18. B.r:ii..t.:loo :ln];leci.aU sEt's }?0~1l<ar CT,'UJE'b.-1e:s, 'J.;.f!,. :;;I.s de:aj;le:ratel.y U;ying to, 
revii:v:a :iLts: SLl:trel'illg'bfu by :imtemt~d GIX.)21.o:iLt:adtion within Br:L.:It.ai.nf-
whi.ch in. ituJ."'lil. nacas&Ltattes :hnc.reas.e.cL ;z,~ The ho~d of opportun:isrJ. on 
t:J.Jus najprjJiy ~vorlti.ng cl.a:ss :ls we:ake~, and. :its noS:U o:gnres.sed el.e.t:1en"tts 
are beg::ii.nJJd...ng to break JLoose: and make. coDnon ca>"t.LSe· wi..th Br:lti..sh i.mper:lal.:i..a:1 ~ s 
ather v;ic:ltin.s.. 

These .factors cohhi..ned mean thail we are ait the beg;iinning o.f a period 
o t sha;trg_eli'riu:t.g cla\ss a.n.d. na:t.i.onal.. aitr~e. vd..tl;rcfu::r. me :L.uper~st. heartland. 

P~1a~· Del:!<?,crati:c ~t:s;t 

Far B.r:lt:lm :L.rl.per:laJ.i..~ even. nero S1l.!'V:i.:va.1. nece.sro...tates the: paUJ?er:Lsati.on 
eo .f the w:orld1Jl.g cl.as:a3 and no 'h. oJ:I:l:l t.lm.e su:gJ;Jre.saiL.Qlllj. of re.s;iJ •. s:!ta:n.ce, but its 
P-~ J2re7enj?iti.O~ as far as po :as:i.bl.e. It uust con'bi.ne econorJ.i.c and 
poJLi.t:h.cal terror:lm1, and so a:tteurrt, to d~ the ·:>J;l);l.re.ssed the. pow.er to resist. 
even as ;t..t, perne;t.,.raitaa i.fu.a rohb.ery tJ:vat ca1.ls form the in.J.?ulse to re:s.:Lst .. 

At present.,~ Th.a:troh.e.r:il.srl best. raeets Brit:iLsh iln.J.?eri.aliw.' s needs. Th.e 
bourgeo:l.ID.e seeks t,o dr:h.ve. dorm iil:JJ.e vaJ..u.e of J..a,b.our power in Britain to 
l .ave.l.s wh.ere-gi..ven Br:Ltai.n' s relative technol.og:lcal advant.:age over the · Tlrlr d 
Vlorld;r eo sits' o;f ]2roduction- cor~parable t.o those i.n the dependent. :iLndustr:lal-

fl .:> ... z.ed. countr:Lem of tb:.e Third World can be reproduced in Br:il..ta:i.n i.tsel.f~ and 
.ra.t.es of pro f:L..t ke.]2t up i at the sar.1e. t:L..ue, mas&vely increased st.ate rads:1 
aml c.ha.U:.'\ld.Il.iusLl are um.ed to keen t.t"1.e natiLonal. rriL.iotor1:ti_es in a relat:Lvely 
super-eEpl.oi. ted IJOsili.ti.on a:ID:.d ,s:t:iJ..11· up a nat:i.onalis.t 1iconsensu.s.11 behind the 
conqu.e.st. of worl.cl w:arls.:et;.s; all till.LS aLIOU:D..t:Ln.g, t.o c.reatt.ng a south Korean 
s:Ltuat:Lon <vith:Ln. the. &i.ti.sh state j;_tsel.f, tran.s.J:ilaat:i.s..lllig uto the uet.ropoli s 
al..s.o the. IJauperua\W..on wh:Lch h ad. be erJJ. nu.:shed i.n.to the Tlll.rd Wo,rld. 

The. trenGl towards fasci.sn :involves both an :Ldc.ol.og:i:.cal. o.ffens;i.ve by 
tha bourg,eo:Ls:Le and an att.:ack on ex:t.sti.n.g, hourgeoia d.e.t:wcra.tic r:igh.ts,. To 
carry tlri..s through$ Thatdwr does not need. iio.. score a nctor;y over the e.:ate.b•n 
lished 1.abour noveae:ut, s.ince the latter's node: ot o:Jt.erat:Lon has long been 
vntb5m the houn.d~:L..es de:lin.eC.. by the c.api.talist systeLL.~ and it has antici.patecl 
the bourgeojj,si.el s o ffens.i.VE;3 by defeat:ill.g, it:aelf. A struggle for deuocrat.ic 
ri.ghts :is needed of a ki.n.dt~il:L_ch the e.s:ta:blished labour uover.wnt has !!9 
equ:Lpuent. An unders.tand:Lng of the task.s and methods. tor ac.b.i.eving those icasks 
vdll not arise spontane.ously~ _·_ hu.t. {~an only be :il.njec.ted. froLl out.s:Ld.e. 

Purelcy econoui.c struggle c.ou:ld neveJZ take the woi?.k:i:.Jilig cl.a:ss. beyond the 
coJ:ufines df..f the c:ap:Lt.a.li.st syste1:1.,. but. w::Lth. thte structural. cr:h.s:L.a of worJ..d 
j~nrJeri..alisn, the oa.±n foru o i' claas struggle is on a new, :iul.creasi.ngl.y 
poJ,J;..t:L..cal bas:Ls.. In the context of the trend towa::zds fas.c:L.sn, there can be 
no g,o:iJ..Ilf6. hack to. an :i..nperialist ngolden agen o.f don.estiLc stabili. ty and growing 
p:rwspe.ri.ty, an order which rested u.pon the expl.oil.tat:i_on artd oppressionof 
the Th:i.rd World; t.he key task :h.s. to uu.fold a s.trugg;Le for deuoe!raey of a 
SUIJEH.'ior.,, forw~d-l.oo.k:Lng <r:ha:12ac:t.er~ Th:ls struggle mvo1.ve.s ~e t.e.nac.::Lous 

'~ ;iefenc;e,. of the ex:Ls.tiillg lwurgeo::L..s. de;:wc:ra..ti.c. ~:Lgh.ts which the O);JIJ.res.secl can 
u.se. to their own advant.an; e; at ·me. s &.::r..e t jJle., :i.,.t, uero.1s buil.<ling the al.t er-

\ 
native ::LciLe.ol_og;y of s ,·t;rug g1c 1, . sel l -reliance and :h.ndelJencien.ce and the al.trer-

l :na:trjkve n.u.clci :Ln the ·::>olit::L..ca .. L f:Lold of a new ·Jeo'Jl.e' s dem.ocrac • 
- Tliere is. a. grow:tng poten.lial for re.al changes in the oajority working 

r:..l.as.s, and th.e national. n:i.nor.i.t:!,;..o s c an j,_ntr oduce and are :1.n troduc:Lng a new 
Dllllooo.phy of struggle whi..ch readily avveals to a.ll that is heal.th:i.est :ln 
that najori.ty. During the boo1:1 years:, ~hey qnevor had :Lt :ao g,ood 11anyway, and 
their e:.'{]!eri.ence has been that of a .:LOll[; s t r uggle ,9,g,ain.st rac::lSUJ. and su.per­
explo.iLta+.Lt..on. For the w.o st pa:J?t, their doumds are not forw.ally socialist 
:i:.n c:hara.cter > hu·G;:, bei.n.g: d:irectly l.i.nked w.i..th the worl.d-vr.L..de movenent of 
the Third World, t.t~ey are essen ti.ally dei:lo ;:::.ra lie deL1ands wh:ich look forward 
to. the rcvolut:il..onary overthrow of :L.upe.ri.alisu .~ · 

In the life and death. struggle against tha Briti...cili i.El];Jerial.i.st offensi.v e, 
the work:hnt; cla.ss cannot beei.IlL to, nake real )?rogress unJLess it takes the 
first steps t.owards const:L..tuti.ng i.ts.e.l.f a,.s a_, cLass :E.or :L:tse.J..:ff.,. w:L..th C(}l]j,scious-



n.ess; of :tJt..a-roJ...e w:i il:.bil m the. wo.t'.l.d syat.ea of produ.c.t.:i.on. 
:Bu.t-.-tbe-~ -~n~YV~e~.t -az:ui tr~eH." in 1th:iLs country _ alo~t.- . .:i;.nva.rj_ahl,y ­

£.a:ile.d to try to de,Vel01? iktis. CQ.ll...s.C:1.oU-SlJ..es.s ... OV-e~~ they have 
accepted. the ~ogic of iill1Jer·h r,J,j sn; while the labo:ur aristocracy has been 
fully integrated into the iLLpetiaJi st. ex.:~tl.o,itauve syst.er1 and wo-rked heart 
and soulvto j2rouote :i.t, even the "left. wing" forces, vmether the CPGB 
during the inter-war per:i.od, or the ]ietty bourgeo;i..s 11 soc.i,aJi; s.t 11 trends 
wl:DJ.ch develo-ped in the l)Ost.-World War ll boon, never fundauentally broke 
wi.th the j_)erspe.ctive oj: 11o.laas struggl.e" as a tit for tat between the meitro­
.t;Jf.J.li.imu proletari.at and bourgeoisie for the .sh.a:d.ng out (or Jte.rhalJs, 11revol­
u.t:iLonary se:iLzl:.U'e1l) of a cake wh.i.ch was really the ]traduce of the Third 
iivox·ld tolleFs. Given tb.i..s pers1)ect.:ive,_ a really revolutionary uovement 
(~O uJ....d not he advanced one iota,. 

':'he current cr:is:ls has thrown the ore;:a.niz.ed 11 working class 1~ovenent.~ 
x·c.ng:hng frou the trade union bureaucracy to the pett.y-bourgeo:i.st 1socialists11 

into l)ani.c cmd d:t_sarray; i.t :i.£ttb.ecr~.i ... sis o-f a wor~d zystea wlll.ch they are 
·a:.lther inteerated :i.nto or at best have no critical understanding of~ But, at 
the saLle t:Lue, the c.ri.si.s has created the basis for -the fust real, iunda­
neut.a1. change towards a revoJ_utionary uoveo.ent, because the struggling 
n ati.onal forces w:i.tmn the R.ritish state in their consci_o.u.sness and .ill 
t .h e:ilr 1~racti.ce are expos:i.n.s in a crysir..a:L clear way the real:i. ties o.f the 
'rJOJ:'l.d systeu and of the bo.urgeo.:is order im Br:i!. tain. 

Gontinue with R'lL sect:lon on ''NeniJly Eraerg:lllg Forces. u. 
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