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!he CPmiL is an. oqe.nisatiOJL of modem· DtviB1on1am. and no~. a 
Dr.xtst~Leninilft orga.ntaa '"-:on." meJd.n& orpor.tuniet error..e • It. ••. one ot 

a mm'ber· of 8TO\lll& oJ.aird~Dg'lo. \ll)hDl.~, J;ao.· f.M.wn• s:b.O\A&ht: "W,'t aotQ•lJ~ 
J)l'Qotioins modem. wusi®Um. · 

Dl.e CP'BIIL has been: ~v1s101Uat, ·t~, 1~• tncGpticm r..he_n 1t. eff'-Ctbtftl.T · 
•b01;ag84 the ·party bu~.'l.dblg J)1'0~e Of tne e.nt1-re"f'i.&:i.on18t; 001111at'tt 
... 8 1n 1968. ,z_, .' ' · · 

~ ' I r-

~- tw:oea.ucnl.ti.~3llat . . methoda macle ozdttcnam: ad.. eelf.w.c~uct._ 
YU!tuallyl impossible. and .ai.J:uae · tb tom&UOJlJ it. hila llho.~ the u:tmort 
&I!I!Ogance a.n4 seatamanism. t.o•ria · ~ .:.tar%2-nt...;;.Lenin1sts in. ~r1tatn: -anti 
·t;o, Fnuine Xarxtst-Len,ntat.va'bl.-oa4• • .... · · · · · · ·~-, · · 

.· .... • -~· .·· .. . 
t'he .04e~a'9lia11ln1•c ~ ••.. aJ?BU. :etams .fJ!Oia, the ... ~·ltet. Odentat-
~ ~- ·tht. •la~ am:..atott!J&CNf~ - .ad. thELin.teJ.Ut;en.tata 'ltrioh ecu:ld· : . 

·' not. taU to~ mtluence thot:· poUUoal.. line• -~··· · ·. 
. . . ,.: . .. ~ . .. . 

. . . .. . ' . . ' ' .·~' .. 1 : ' . . .. 
_· ~riD« "th• bta1iOZ!ioaL:l.eaeoA& ot ~~·~ - -~"'BParWith. no. con~ 

·..aialJ;tiial. n.s.aw. o~:"~e de~~~~:.<-.~~•••r tllld o1&e.11 etl:Qggle1 ·, . 
"La'td.ug·. th18 ·to the ooonomt.c .baSe/ .w.~s . a.n a.t1lel::1pt.. to· preaent 
~a&li-:rm.~e L GP~~~~,..,:·_ ~ :~fl~ im»>BBtbU.t~· .~~,.. . . . 

--;·':'~~ - -~ ....-.~) . . . . .. - ' ,.· ' . "' .. ; :- . . . . ' .. : . \~~ .., ~ 

~~ ::::~iL~&-0) the · OPE~ portr&7.s imper.\al_ii1Bl. aa ··.the :'m.tsautded poU~ ot ·.~' 
•• Ul»ene.J.1st: bQuzgeoisie. ···Iap&m:al.~ ~ ..... a .·eo~~ -phen•eaa 
the ·· ld:gbaat. •tate rd capitaliam ~.:la~ ~:....~ itndepen<!a~·(d',._; ";~. ~· 
thit'";Wi11. ·ot the bourgeoisie ~4l Ybioh: thes;· •re po\1tU"i.eee ttt &1te2b·llti!~ 

.,.. ; - ' • (' ,w\,' .. " "'.t .. . . •; t .. -~ - ,· • ' . ]. • • .: ·, ,. ._ 4>; -~~ -~· ,. ~ ... f 

:=i:ra-~=:e~J:·~~~~ft!~~rp:tt:ti::c.:; :~ 
oppzeseof nattons froJIL . their· oolonea · ~ ·the br.ibers, of e et%a:tnm. o~ 
-. 1t'Orkin8' ola&a · ot the o;ppms•Or.· nauoa with. part.· of tilis 1oat. . 

• ... • • . ..... • • • : •••• • • • • .. .;.:; • • ..~ ; : _ ,• , • .' • ~- • ~ ~- • • 4 ~ .. • • ~ 
Be i.'49iltifitl4 :~· · ~-va-..u ..u-·la~· a:r1eto,_o;re ad .aa aaa 
~.p1e:,;~··n· the bouraeoute JA tb8 ·la~ ~veaen~ What the 
·onm. pats- ~ta%'!4 as a great.~d or.iginal· c_ontr.lbuti~ ~ Ma~ .. 
Jea1ta1em,/S~·f&o~ -~ _· _,.- ~~<:~·.: =; .·. ~ .. Pl!O~Ollf~~ re~~t~Dn!~• .. · "·· .. ~;~; _!g 
AaoOJJdtng .: thf! CPIWL, i._ · -~ retutati:on ot.· -the crwllba the~, .. t.• ~•• 
~t.nst the J»t.oposi_tJ.QJJ:: of tu labtanas i.e. tbnt of elaea o011.-.~. , 
-att:cm~ In ·tile Da»erillllBt .. expJ..oitation. of the _oolonieflt · · · 

. ~ . . . . . " 

!he7 wil.M.lJ.; ooni\ise ·ti118 pro. p. osition. n_ th, LeniJt' -e oo.r.N«t. 'tidtate . · 
'tbat 11!perJ;aliSJJ1.-· gives mse to . oppo~sa, ta· the labelul! .aov..a aa4 
toaeth&~ Wl:th Sqele, ho 1» ~~ed, o~ · h~vtng lt~eM4 tile 111h~ u :: 

-~~--be·~~t ·~~~ :- Of;~r~~~- '~ . 
·· 1t Us 1d:t:h•. euoh. tw.tsted logic ~t; the eitpo~ ol. .op.portuat• 1a. -

ft8De¥8l. and t!f r.eV'is10111~~~n . u .- l'Etrt!~ar; ie cnu«eb,:_814e_.,.,..,. &-..-~ 
Qll; the PNil&xt ot1etaQ1Jl8 •• tile 0-ba. th80r.t:·1-l tb.e .. oh.U. ftJIM ... -••·· the ulu.-J.eft:, J)Olitiea 1e the expo~ ot ·l&acle • . •t.: .the hope · L · 

ot •lf~\lb&tit.u~onl ii the · apiriwal cU.d£el .aU4ed ~" .. &11. · 
..... od·ti~am.. ' . . ~ . . . . -
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It th.ereforo e.ee ss no 8\U'pri• wlut~1~e CPBHL bell ttle4 th8 Orea't 
Proletarian Oul tural Revolution. in c a an~ the aut1-reviaton1et 
etruggl.~ 1n the raat of the world e.!! merely' •tu.roro o'f tntematton-
-al and intemal poleaic • ' e>v · 

'nthou.t the comJ;ll.ete prelimh:tarJ: n.ctorr over opportun1$in 1n tao 
l.aw..ar movement tn.ere oe.n. bo no quastion of tho dic'tator~Jhip ot the 
pl'Ol.~'tartat. anu p2()letariazl: re1EQluUon.• - Lenin. . · · 

' 

:B7. attaekirl&· the Leninist. thesiB on the tJouroe of opportuniam and 1n 
the procees violating htetorica1 matertal1~. th~also •oaght to 
juat1,.f7.. a tun4amentall.J:· illoorrect olaas ' a.n(\lyeis t.e. • th~ two claa• 

. line• a a1m,ple di.nsion ot _Er!tiah eociety into prol.eto.rtat an4 
~oie1•· 
~ • I . • 

. Aooording to th•ir.· p&llphlttt '!he definitive ~ttatement on the 1nte1'DM1 · 
.,Oleudo: (19'12•4)• produoecl tollt\rda til• end of. 1974t •a new , dial.e*-oel.. 
: analy.au of the otaaaner.· of the proletariat Within declining bou.rgeol 
. -a 80oi •V, i ·& Dot'; Wfl\d;l'tt4 1 \ 
. . 

.. l.lhle line ao:t -.17· aade tt "r'T di~tlcnll:t 'tor.- 1 -ta meabera -to. bantUe 
latmtzadio'ttoaa 8.J10DB .,._. ~JMpl.• . eo~.,. 'b&.t. it alao denied the 
l.ea.4illg· ro1• of the PJJOlriari't•t blam.ug the atna of en, apatit81:ie an4 
eemi-ra4tc8Ueed Ul"tell1:centata on the working ~lass .and neg&.tin« the 

: •rztwt--Lentniet; oon.cep"t: ot 11he leadU.tr- role ot the ~ ot tho 
. . Jroletartat,. · . I • 

I 

•rx re,.aled the by to· wtderstandblt the pmg:z,ess et mankind bT, 
e"eiDin't tbe material wor~4· and eet-enti·ficaJ.ll; ehow1!1g that J:dat~ 
1e not. a senee of bleQ11oable or· 'sod-w1ll.e4• accidents, bat that 

.. 1018 :paa"t: tl!l4 ~•ent. da11J; li~e of eoeiett te a eontinua.l et~ 
· bet•en. the dlfteren't Ol.aeai!as. ~'t. arise lzom 'tililir· relattona to the 
aeans of p~on. 

"lalthe aooial P~· 11tli-eh. men e&r17· wt., tbe7. ~teJt into · ;. · 
48ti.Da"te :rela~Oil8 tbat. are tndiepene~ble ancl. 1ndepen4e.nt ot their 
'WilL i'heae j;e_~one ot pro4uction oorreapcmd to: a 4et1nate stage 111· 
ee de'Y8loJ!MDt; o iba po•n of pr.odu.otlon... tAeto:taltty ot theM 
plae~ d ~ ~titu.te ~ M0Dom10 ll'trio'tnlre or eoote-
•·•~ eh 4ef1nate f'-orm• .of ooneotrueneee correspond. • · 

~ •••••tatao. to,toon'bilNti.on: to th8 orJ.ttque ~ poU.tteal. 

~·· 
IICJ.ueea ea .large ~ of people 41ffeJ;'ing frc:n each other by tld 

. plan tile~/ OOOQJJJ: in. Bll'.ht•tortcallr 4etezmtned &J8tem or aooial 
,_~ ~ th81r· m~u,·· (tn mo.t- caee• ftzall •a formu.l.ate4 1n 
law) "tO· the means ·of pro ti.on, by thei-r m!!. tn the eocta1 or~ 
-t•tt:Oill ot ~bour,qd CtOnHquent17-, b):'. ~~ns~c:ma of tileL~· 
~ 800ia]._.WitJ..11lt or 1lhtCh: ~ d:.tepoee aad .tidt aode ot aqu.11!1Jl«---rf; 

· Qlaa"" an ~or peopl.e OAe ~Which cen approprS.a• the l.&bOu.r­
ot •ott.zr· old.Dg- to· tba 41tteJ!8A't.; plp.cee t.heJ;· OCCU.PJ' ill a cletill.Q.:te 
...... 0~ M~ ·~OJQ:· • ·. ,r . 
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A :ZUrther· consequenee o:! ·~ 'tWo olaes line' i.e. the dtaappearanoe 
of 11be intell:l~ntsia and the potty bol.J.r8eo1a1e, bas been the eoonom.f..s 
... iflall of the CP£i.JL. 

Being atemly. critical of eoonomt.&itl. (restriction~ po~ition1 ~" 
-ion and ~ ot ea-ss poli tival consci-ou.aneea) i:t9 the c:r-zt61L, practlo 
-ea eoonofltem: tt a new tom, O]:lal!&O'tertsed b7 its uncritical at.titude 
~ bougeois culture • · · . 

!hie econom1sm. bae 1-b a~ in the narrow CULft. mentaJ.J.v· of t~..:f{ 
'labour· a!!i.Stoc~oy.' domtna't!J:\g ·the .CPm1L ant! Which they we" DA . 
~ unwUl.ing to. aok:nowl.edr .It. au.bjeotively. raised to the ~eveJ. ot 
11Jarxi81i theory. a one-s1.de v.Lew of sociot,; bnrsed on the e~rienoa o~ 
1:he trade• uni>On. ·~.~our- indu.etrtal- comrades ~t bored· with 
poUttDa.1. ·d~~~f· R.~rch :tg68·. -~ . . . 

, ~ reEul.t. la a lj.ne of the spont.ane~l.y' revol.utions.ry nntu.re ot ·ttla 
world.ne· class; ~t~e .1etttam l\D.d. putehiaa. J'hen the working olaaa 
taUs to mee~ then:-- expeoto.ttons. the . CPBML speaks of the working 
o.laases •eel.t-1mpoae4 ~imi-tJlttC'.rlll in. struggle' and t.'ta lack .of ea 
• class consoiau.e Wldemtan&g ot 1lb8 oppos~ el.ass' _ aa U oJ.ase oou 
-cn-owmee$ ·was an.' ·inate f1l19.lirty: and aa i:.t polJ:tioaJ. oonaoi.ouanvse . 
4ev.elops cP!z· ~: ·httitnsifi.ed . .,tr.uggl.~ b. .~ . economic: arena. 

• • • I ' I ;_ ' 

80 thiS ·1oft-c rana,(tlhat: becauSe ot th& 1urieven clevelo:pment oZ aeotiona 
ot worltere • guerri~-a etru:ggle' as a teahntque • ae a • concep-t of · · _ · 
ebuggle :ln e-ry. pl.a.ce ot · work~ . ta • "the ~ :torm o~ a'tru.ggle 'tha-1 t 
oan· 1ea4 to· ad.,sn~ to· Yieiiclr;rt enablln~ tiiOse directly ilivol-d to· 
eontrol ~21d · o~dll~i: the e~ggte• • · 

Disregarding tile misleading mU1-taJ;,:' jargon,· th1s formul.a e.rbitre.riJ.i. 
exc-l.udee ot"hor fom.s of s'tr..tgs-l.e ~i-ch are, 1 s.ocordi.ng t.o 'them, 
•tmpru.oti:.cal.." -~ . "demand a. l:d;p.r- ~e•l" etc·. 

- : 1netea4 c't uni -iifi1q- 'the a-lass in: e'tl!Uggle, eu.oh narrow terms ·. ot 
ref'ere.no& os.n oilli ead; w : a credo of ~"V&.l of the titteiit in the 
eoortomtc · ar.aua. · · · · · . 

. ~ . . . -· ' . . ' . 
. . 

lJi; tilie •z.-the OPIW. degrndee Marzt~em 'tO thS l.ev:al ot· . 
•tlitant. t _radee un:toniam, Which. though i-tself vi tal 1n. the Btmlggle ot· 
1"ell18ta.noe &e;Qinst r.ap1te._Usm, cannot-.ontte O\Ut devolop th8 .POli-tical 
OOl'lSOiou-snees needed 'tor.· the r.ew~tionar,J; overthrow o£ the hlperiali& 
~.-. b0ur.ge&U1ait. · 

.~_.~,· -· a ol.ou.r distinct.i.on. el\OU.l.d be ~de betmon an. tdecl.ogy: 
(.mter· ot. thinking cha~1tlstio- c~ a class ) a.nd tha :poll tice.l and. 
eoonoaie· t'488m.es ~ · that clase, ~.aa Z'Qlat~-1$ cona,stoua a~i.~tv, o-t· 
a olaBs lu.4ersh11i•-the ·ClPlllL make no· IJ\leh. diat.inct1on thus enabling 
them to oontwte 't:he roles o~ · a claae an4 its leaderabip. 

Hta~27 Ghould 'be stu.die4 to serve the needs of "t.ne proJ.etari.:A.n 
· rey,al.utiOll, _bll.t from. the eu.b3eG'tive ideauem.,.o: the OJ:•JaLl comes a 
60Dfu.&1on o~"hl.&torica;l. prooe~:see 'llitb: eon:!ctcus aertio.n5, whioh h~-W 
no.t:t~ng bl, ao:r.mon with: hia~rical. ma•rialtem. e.g. • Yte -re the :tirat. 
udem pr.oletar!&t! -hi.v~oricaJ. tact.- the Briush Pl."'letar±at onoE~ 
·bad_ ''the a~t.egto eaoJ. ot survi:val' •once •sa-in we !II.WJt. lead' - utter 
~, r:.one •enat:cal. pbJ:'aee B. · 
&o . . ·•·; .. . ' . ' 

fila Cl'miL reoosn1aea ·Ol.aee atmal.e, w.t. 001l'tl"8.17 -to What ia leP].t:e4 
in;~ approach.· t~e 1eesana of-ol.asa evuggl.e are not automatie&ll~ 
t.ra:A81ri1 tted b.ota.· sene3-tton.. to aenerationl thie al•.r• neada eonsoiou.a 
•~to~. · · 
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if Wlll1 f4 oonsoio'WU',ese ia the _proclucrt of hia aooial beillg, 
th~n no ideology can possibly' be .. e~pa!'lte from tb8 growth of 81J3' olaea. 
Bu.t aooordtng to thO Cl!Rll"..1 a 4"'.77~1 soo!Al-cicmoor&c,y 1s • ·so~!QtG 
~rom th& c,r.g&.r•ic devalo}lllent ot the olass• and h&'.a •u..our,i>ed t.'le pl.ace 
of lJarsism-ilenin1sm in the mind ~ tus 110rk:i.n8 c1e.aa • \ 

· : . · eootal-demool'&t1o- PEMtaaos should not be made the pria.ar.y 
. , .-t&17e&t by· oont.uatng it. With-rg&ole td&olo~ 1n gener:ll oth.en:S.se t.t. 
. ,_ 

1.1'ta chau~ist content. end 1ndirecrUy t~t of' modem rev1a1oniem
1
the 

_ ~ate.» clBnge~ to the worldng ol.aae, W1l.l bG obuC\U"ed. 

Having 1 u roots 1n the bourgeoill zudioaJ.iam ot the le.at quarter or 
: the 18th. cc:n~, 1t. took it<J f&blan. tom and expl.icifu ah$uvin1at. 
content. at. the cloae ~the 19-th. t.n. thD !JhC.pe ot the Labour~ 
~ounded b)': the oppoJ:twUa~. uccte union lea4era end bOu.rgeo!e Uttttlloo-
-tu.al.& o't the tmo. It waa. the partJ: of claes colln.boratton brina+ · 
-1D« •civi.l.1llat1on" to. th8 colar..1e19. 

. I 

All .Plrt of the 2nd tnts~Uonal. set t.U> to prevent revolu'tiion, a.s 1r8ll.. 
I .as bebg auti-oOIJldludst.. it: htll1 a.lff87;& &voided an· otf1cj.al ~ticm 

L ~ the 111 tua1;1on. in, the middl.e-J».et Ow11l8 to tho tr.t'.luenee of the 
· Z1on1.8't ot$es Within 1 t ·. . 

...... ~. . 
!re)-. oay. tW!L't. ~ ao»k:Lng ~lflBa hAd accepted. the acetal conn.ot &nd -
that 1-t. ~to.· U- with. oap1to.liam eto is quite wt'Olle• Under the 
1nfl,.uen~ois ideologn on~ doao not noot'pt a 11E- e..s n mntte~ 

· o~ ohoioe' 

Here ,,. sea the OPBLJ. attributing ita own f".lU1nga to the worl..~g­
olaas, •llhowiDg• with- a collection of hal.f-nutbs and distortions tba~ 
the working cla.•a is the source of opportuniCLt I 

' . . . 
!h& ~i.Dg claas · 1& 'the moB"- PI!Ogi'G&Bi-ve and rewlutionacy el~~tss :tn 
the bi.a~ -of elaaa eooie~e ,;et .the OPKiL wou14 have ue belie• #!a-t 
ttt·aaciam 'beg1na as soon as tbe \10rkers su.otrumbed mentally•, thus 
lea~ us tc the ebaurd oonclu.sion that fascism.. has :lta origins in 
~ d.ind of the workinc clasei · 

MOlV- we set .. t11& line that. •the unions have begun to ou.tlive tilair ~ 
~se as a da:tenesiw 118ill>On1 hlilvin8 adopted the role ot collabcn­
-:lto:rs a.nd pOl:ioemen to· the bourgeois state" in apt te of the :f'aot tba~ 
let- 1a tmt opportunists in· gQne:ral. and ~ revifl1on1ats 1n par'U,oul.ar 
11b.o: hav.e oonseiGdl7- a4opte4 1h1a role\ 

!'he genuine Klirxist-Len1nist party muet both lea..rn fro!u. and e:1u.cate 
the cJ.aaa .fl01 11h10h. it. belong&. It ta not' sheer· apo.th!'' as the OJ?E;.J. 
iueina • tiul't &Uowa 'tbe 1'\ll.ing olnau to call. the tune • • Such pompous 
phraeea eiaply contirm that the CI'&':L has no genuine desire to et titer· 
learn frou or educate the ol..-aas they have the effrontery to claim 'the 
1eaderehip of • . 

5h8 . tAwk. of ~c-Lenini~ ia tho leadersbi;r 1n tho struggle 1.o 
.,..ritu!~Jw. 1iha e~olting olaas from three co-ordin&.ted and inter­
....ootm»oteci aides, the theoreti!'fll, the political · andthe praotiaal 
eoonomio (N&iatanoe to· 'th8 oapi't&liata ) . 

t?n-u.~,~~~,-~tei-1}~~-~~Co~ -
~~ ~~-~m.or enouan to. expl&1n. to. them 
tbat; tutz ~~ an ~Uo- to U. inUreata o~ thB emplo,: 
.,.a, witbol&.t. unclertak1ng the or.gant:sation. of the political expoSlU'e · 
~ illperJJal.iiiJI.Iin, all. ita aspects, in the moat varied spheres o~ l.Ue 
!14di!!P-tr .. llbal.l D01l ~ tu.ln.ll1D8 011r task Ol developfiii 'Elie 
jOi ~~~·of 1ih8 sorkeril• ••• 



••• "it is absolutely. UIJ.tru.e that ''the eoonQirle st.ru.gg'le te the moat 
1f1.Gely e.pplic&ble r..1oane ot dro.VIing the masses into acuve political. 

· snusgle' or that.. 'poliUc&l. agitation must, !.olloVt economic agita.tion.' 
(thsor.r of sta.goe).or oven th&.t. }10l1t1cti.l agit&.tion ahould bG lle.inJ.T 
on a.n economic baB~JBe" 

b:om ~enin· on • 'lhat 1B to.:lbe (Jonet' 

It 1a the ap1rtt of proletarian 1ntal':l2ti()nal1su. that, 1s indispensibl.a. 
'to ~-~~d~ o:! such. pol.iticaL co~sciousn~ss 

!hie spirit can oplz come ~· l.earning tbO loaaons of. and rander1Dc· 
ao1d:.ye support '£0· the nat1 ~ibOJ."&tion.. stmgg:Les o~ the peopl.cs . 
opp"•Bed by our own. imperte.li.-. · .._\ 

. I 

rheref.o.re this conaciousness ct~.Dnot dav:elop "\li thout. a etu.bbor.a, bontL 
-rm.oua and determined: struggl.e against. the do!llinent nation. chauvinii!ID.. 

. · O~ the 1 eoci1ll..1&ta• of the rul1Dg no.tiona ••• 

•• .mo: do not: -.nt to. fight. iJiperiallom or su.pport the national libex-­
-e.tton strtggles o~ • their' · ~lontas ancl do not want to ~om a COJIImOJ1J 
rewluti.Qll&.X')': .front. w.lth: them." -•no nation oppresses•! R.Birch 1972. 

In. an article in: the Mn~ 1973 issue o:r ~~ Worker• enti 1t1ed 
• Bevo1ution su.rees forvvnrd', the CI'Fl.LL bRd begun t.o extend 1 ta metaplr 
-y;sioal •two class line' to the international situation more ·o.penl.J' 
than 1n th9 pas't \til.O continuing to suppress any discussion of •·China 
• s foreign policy' • 
Gbau.Vin.ifln on. the national queation. became more pronounced • .Pinall.7 at. 
1lhe '4th. Congress' 1n. Aprll 176, ·bhe CP:Di&L openlJr p.roc:~~:lmed their 
"'ne world theory," i.e. the prole-.ri&t. versu.a ti&e Oou.r~oiaie on a 
world. aoale. 

~ J 

According to this logio, •a key w.sconoeption· is that. the only divisive 
force in· the worl.d is not. class bu.:t. na'"on• .fhe suspicion that this · 
•rblf.l trickery serves the intereats of the e~nsiontat. eovie" eo~ 
-tapen.l.iemi ie strongthebed When the CPIWL 'tri\td ilo con us tbD.t. 
•o'f.tet. social-:Un.perial.ism. does not. seek wrl.d hegeldQnT•· 
. a%o 

This shelvi"Fof Lenin & Stalin'b t.ileory on the uneven d.Gw.lopu.ent of 
o~l.pittili~7J'Uat1fied un unl!ual.tiied o~poaition to Britain joini.De the 
DC. .h-am 'the same s'tandpoint the CiJliU, deny that the 'third worl.d 
today is the :.lain force impelling histot-y forward t..nd tht; maill !ol.•ce 
against the hegemoniam. of the t\o~o a:supe:t. .. pov.\:)re pv.rticalc.rl.y trw. t of 
Soviet aocia.l-1mpari.ul1sm. the aaperpowar whioh. is on a:& worldwide 
offensive. 

lby? beoauae the C.PHJ'.J, is opJ)Osed to tne t~c \:orl<ls the or¥ of lbo 
!ae~g .-hich is a major obatnclo to thl' expc:..n E:iioa of Sovit t uo~i.W.­
h\perir.111am. 

Canse~uentlJ,with its own policy of natian~l isolhtioniam;~~ C~~ 
haa made no etfurt whu taoaver t\) iaO bil1ile the ,t)i: ople of r..r1 tain 
asatnst the impending third world ~r or to mob111ao the worktng olaaa 
·against tha fifth. column of Soviet soci ... l-1Jnp~r1t..l.i~. Indeed how 
aoul4 1~? Since 'tb.e CY.di~U. itaelt1 is pu.x·t of ·~hat i"iftb oolumn.. 

~ .-: ~s..,. ''76. 

.. 
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Let:te:n· to the secretll~ ~ the BilmlinR ham, branch. o~ the CPliiLa 
(Iwas prevented. f1'0m, discussing these '"'issues m the branch, was 

9J • 

suspended Sep• '7.6, ceased to-attend the branch and was "no longer· on 
the · books" after· J4a~ 17.7,)· · , 

Co--.des, 

At;·thtJ. 4th, P&pty: Congn;:ss, I opposed the fa.ise · practioe/theo~ 
equabbl.e and -the ·"freedom of er.iticism." Whfah. was · a.dvo~ated b.v; 
eome • I . voted in1 cupport-. o:t· the :tte port fZ'om the congre sa and all 
tha"t-: •s m 1.~, aLthough. I did hfive some ridagi v.ings. 

Althou.ght bi··the subsequent, st.tugg1e to overc.Omt! oppoe:ltj.o~I 
co~trmed ·my; suppol!t fo.r.. the document., this SllllPOrt ws.s not. who1e­
heaJrt.ed, particuJ.ar.l.y;. iD.. regard to the interpretation ot the 1nten­
nattonal ettu.ation. 

. . . ' . 
· 81naa. ·then these .doubts ': instead of. being resol~d 1n disc:nlSsions, 
grew. into.l a collViiction that. the documen:t-. contained serious erro1rs 
etem!rlng· fro:m a SU.bjecti ve ori.cntation: e.nd . which I n-ow see as rela:t;ed 
to the line on opportunism. · 

Coneemtng:' tm:perialism, the "refu:t;ation:"of the c.rwnbs -theo.ry, 1s false. 
!'ir.st~y .. . tt attribu-tes to. Engele -and Lenin, a line ~ieh ~~-eir v::rrl. t1ngs 
on :Britain do-, no-t. prove. Secondly,1.t wrongly; insists that. there is no) 
m.f.i.terne.l baste for opportun'.l.sm:. 

On both counts therefore, it. 1s anti-Leninist ·e.nd anti~m~terialist, antt 
Should be denounced as & dangerous _ fa.~sifie2-tion:. e:on.eocted in: opposit­
ion ~· .Lenin1 s correct: thesis thllt· tm:perialism. gives rise to o.:pport­
unism 1n the labour. movetrent. 

~ oampai;gn on the EEC Referendum :and the congress document portraT, 
impe~Usm, itse:tf as a collection· of · polieiea inStead . of sh.ovdng 
imperialist: policies to. be the symptom oi" and not the root. cause o~· 
oapita11Bm. tllicrtsis • 

.. 

In my opiliton< Q . revisionist line h~-a far e. lomg ·time ( I97I) given 
tiDS~ place. to. opposing empi~cism and the Labour.· party. and t~ated 
rev:La1.on1sm as only of local. or hist.orical interest. Y~t. modern. reviS­
ionism ts said to be the main danger to the ini:ernatione.l communist 

·ma.v.ement;. Wi:th.out doubt-, rev:isionism and social-im.:pe r1al1Sm hfl.,e a 
defi,m.te Link~ so, it woul..d be 'fli!Ong: to consic'ler one Withowt consider­
ing the o:ther.. :tt 

Banw-alig.ned nattons,Itake to· mean, nations whioh· h~ve taken: the c.ou.:u.se. 
of sel:f'.;..reliart dev.elopment·, in· this WJ..y opposing and weakening 1mper­
tal1am; · bu1r I still don.'1t aee whflt this he.s got, to· do~ wi.thl class-col~-
abotntion.. · 

You,.. probabl.j} know. about. an organisation Which calls 1 tseu· 1 Se.cond' . , 
1orld Dcten·ce •· which' in, febr· 7.6·, made a plea :Con:· c].ass-coll.abo'li'O:t;ion, 
tn a 3Dd tmpenialts~ war, ueing· the false argumen~ that. the coun~rtea 

.1n· NA~O impose a 1\dl.der 1mperiE.l.ist yoke • ilhan that. o£ the Sovie-t 
Un1an .. 
' 
~s woul.d make no, di!f.erence, even ·if it were tme, sinee 1t goes 
without · sap.ng th&:t, -.n is a c:lass question. Class-el)llS.bCJll&'Uion: and: 
a patriArt'!cr· f.ront 1ed by, the communist- pal!'t;Y: are two. oompJ.e'ttely,· 
different, cijjamet:nioall.J: opposed and mutuall~ exclusive thingst· 



ro. 

oontiuuada 

I no. longer feel. co:rnpellttd to support ou.t. of- igno~nce a.:ad blind 
obedience a document· which my, own· praetice and study, h!ive exposed as 
wrong and will not. a].l.ow. my,self to miblead others by,. lendi:lg support 
'bo; it • 

• 
~o · tight. Social-democr.aC3i ef.tec.U.wl3;1 revisionism.. must. be su.bst'ane- . 

Sll.ll3; eJ:Vidica"Ued f~. ~ ~ . o£. the · pa1:t1; ·~ the proJ..etariil.'t.· 

ShOuld we a~taah: s:Lgn.1f1cance t,o. B~chts vi.Si~ to. V:Le~; in. IS,74? 
What. s1gntfivance sbouJ d we · gt.ve to~ ~ot. "U1Ul1t on: the 25th. lo.v 75t 
a-u, the tnv:!tatto~ of the ·c,o. · R.:Bir..oh. t.o.ok part. in. cQmlt'adely talks . 
Wi.'bb:t none ·other· than, Cha.ng: Ohu.n-ehiao, ex-membe~ · of: the Pol.i ~ and1 · 
the pa.r.ty; ann. membe~· 'of the . "gang of. 4"? .\nd. ~t. &re th.e l.esscms ~ 
1?9 lea.rnt.~ from Mr•ll1r.Ohl s sen:Umental- jowm.ey,. t.o • the S<Wiet. Union. 61:S 
related in AUEW Journal., Ma:z:,·lJS. Vol.45,No!) p8~ . 

~s .a.J.l seems tn· lend \oreiejrt., tn· the f~c.t. t!W-t· R.Bil!Ch. ia a le~ding 
exponent .. of modern. reW.sionism. 1nJ 13rl~in:, WhiclL is aLso part o£ ~~2 extllem.ely; l'eroioious internaUontl.l. U!end· o:theztVd.se kno-wn as the 4- 72 
intemati:onal-• 

'• 

~xoerpts fr.oms 

·~ points _ concEhning liV'L m'd:tcy':, by, J .G. at Jul-77. B'ham' con:terence. 

• ••• some (?~IJll'CiLdes suggest. tha:t; the OPlWL VttlS n failure beoause it: .-a 
decltared ·1jo) be a palt'ty;· Wi thou~ there ha'Vl.i.ng- been a ' sh'u,gg];e fcur polit".­
i,;ca.L and ·ideological unitY;; tlnt.s ~s ·:mude them. very careful about 
un1'ting p~maturely in . a . single new. party .. building orge.ntsationoe the 
re~l. poinU about the CPEt~ is,I ~~ that t~ was ulways a re~si~­
ie't orgQnisa~ion, Wlden .re-nsicmist badeJrSMp, though: fo:tr some time 
a maj ori~ of 1 ts zank. 2nd ·file we :re ~Dd Mar.rls-t-Len1nis"Us. Except, 
tor one or two· .more obvious points, such. aa 1ib.e qu.estaons of ttpeaoe~ 
tzansi·tion," and "state of. the whole :peo:pl..e " .. i:11S l.ea.der.ship ne-ver dt,d. 
bzteak, with! :ne\Ueioniam,- it. just. oame out wi:tfu neo-rev!sionism.. \ ' h: 
was•nt· for.ming·· & pallty toa· early,r that. vne the tau11r with the CPE\IL­
thJl.t. could have been. put · ri:grub fairly: easil.yJ the :faul.t: was 'that re~ 
i ;si;onism ·-s aLways in., command. The reaL lesson. "tlW.t the experience o1f' 
'the. CPBML teachea us is that. 'the :fiigh11. againSt, nevisiant8Illi is a hand· 
and. com.pl..toa~ed one. ·I thinli: that ~at eff.:orta shoul.d be made to . 
ensure· tha'ti. the leaso~ is learnedl t~t 11be figt).tt;. iio.. master· Ma;r:x1$1t.- ·· 
Leninist politics and ·philosophy s ·stepped u~ (All oppol!'tuzdsta and 
countel'-rev.olwt~onartea bit'VS this ~ common. - ~t, they, are idea~1B1i : 
.in' phUosophy., .and do) nut". gn:r.sp di.a:Leaiiiaal -matem•l:tsm), -and ~t · 
revli:&i·oni1llll 1n its various forme · is combi.t:ted. in, our· figh.t :to:r 111urti•• 
!'hts ts the right. answer•I tldnk1 to, thoSe whO us• the ··expe%!1enee d 
the OPBMJ. as a.n. ~n~ as-tnst. Jlazrxiet-Lenhia"- 'llld.~· i,n, one· pa~ 
bu.Udingr organtsa'"on· •." 


