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RS3F CONFLEENCE BEPORT. by Tessa van Gelderen.

inother Uonferencs of R33F is overs There are many cribdioisms to be mnde
of tho conference (and thoy will be made in this artiole) but it is importam
to state that for all its faults, thorc wis one qualitative @df zrence
that emerged at this confercnce whichivas absent from previous ones:-
RESF oan be said to be however tentatively, a viable organisation. It
has proved itself because of its initiative over L8E: This is not to
blow up out of all proportion the role R3SF played in the L8E crisis.
Rather, the action taken by BSSF imdic~ted the cxact pogition the student
movement has arrived at in Britain today, and to a large extent this vas
reflected at the conferencce (It is very important for RSSF completely to
come to terms with itself and not think it .an roach the position the
German SDS is in, overnight. This can only be done by proving iteelf in
action, and the mood of the onferernce indicated that this is gradually
being realised by the membors.) 5

Most of theé political discussion centred around the strategy of red ba§€sa
and T30, Unfortunatih.) these two subjeots “overlapped" rther than being
part of what ofwhat wis essentially the swme topis - &(TSB) being
spemific axample ~ or at Yeist s potembial example ~ of n general strategys
Prom - the disoussion that took place it seems that no lessons aro to be
wrawn frotr the OSE expu..ense; onlly oriticisms of IS®a behaviowr during the
orisis that we all knew about proviously. Not that walid criticism

should not be made againgt any group or in ivijuall, but it should be
congtruwtive ariticisms That is, in this situnticn, we should a1l be able
to learn from the mistakes made at LSE (1s well as the suwesses, aof
course)s Not enough — if any - clsowumsion «ts forthcoming nlong these
Tincss



The overall discussi: el
Vo st : slom on red bages did not really :
atiom mﬁﬁ”ﬂ 3s stil1 there in the manid zil‘g I‘gﬁﬂbg&ugﬁhmg.
ESSF thds fia hc;:?;: e discussiom. At this stage iﬂ the dev wﬁw‘mpre‘a—
future dlacussion mﬁfﬁ?@d f;ﬁ‘ Buk: 1% mist be emphnsised he;}*ﬁ ’thatt o
put forvmrd at this and subJect must not be 1 rehagh of the ;
experiences that RISF previous conferencess It mmt oo ey
reacMﬁonafmtrirf’ mationally and looally, has bewmthm%t gty
Doy strike, e m@;ﬁi&*@, whioh wig &Eaaaad,_atdﬂmﬁ that during'f«a;ﬁ |
'ba Nomr o Sury Sammigs i‘tims and collleges should, wﬁeraméx p@séibiemy
gﬁ;l:.w f:rigming facmﬁleamwﬁi?ﬁ%m g ng aﬁoli'dari?!;y,
uplicating and telephoni : cges themgelves (such a
tench-ins eto. . If eom ing facilitics) and lecture rooms £o .
5 writen ebc : Iﬁ hgimwidea attempt to do this, theym gz;eﬂia;uaai.om,
bagos ise In ;‘gm o t;gi&:hia awge in our develcpnent,' the coiie :ng il
an isla 808 s e Ea ( society it can mever be a germemm: mﬁtof 3
simply o bo able to kmoo A gt e Tt Satiyy
where there is a e g t down )» But on certain specifio oc ol
aeilhtiey SrORtash b wh in opesation, students oan be mob: il i

Regolutions pnascd on Forthern lreland and Anguilla can alao
be carried out in the sane Wgy. wo can work with Lrish and Vest Inddiun
orpenisations and offer the facilities apl tine that we have availnvle;
in this roletions will no longer be.just gords on paper, as they have
tended to be in the pagt, Ho matter how sincere our holaretions of
golidapity are, we jued now be nrepored o corry $hen out by nctlons

anl dueda (never forgetting however thot our - irgt slace of straggle
d), Tt follows

1ies in. the institube of edugation where we are gituate A
logicelly however that, until we have had sone victory in the strug le
we will never be in a position to turn over the sdnindgtretive Tud Lding,

even for one day, e gtrikes, without victinisation.

S The confevence Ltmell Wiz Ladly orgonised, ond fhis rosuibed |
in the more yell-known" speakers doninating most of the Nigeupeictis, "
Thig wos pot Jeliberate as such, It ginoly beoouse tha three chalrmen,
wanking to be air 0 all tendencies", did not toke aopeaksrs an seq=
wential ozxdex, Hut chose those they knew ag representatives of gertain
tendencies, so that o palance could be nsintained. Towards the ond of
the copference tilis wis aaonded, and 4% is to be hoped that next tiuc,
with the introduction of a Standing Opders somnittoe T8 nps will be run
more smoothly, and democrcticelly, B¢ that the "ordinary penbers" (as
Corirade Manchonda pubs it) will have & chance to gpeaks

Palking of Conraue anchanda, “3f he and his et do net
atart conducting thegelves as conrades, then the othornabars of
#SST will hove 10 start theowin: then oub of future conferences. Jhe
pgenda cannol be: held up aimply becouse ganeone refuses to acgept 2
mojority decision, Theit behoviour is anconpadely, bo S&Y the leapt,
and ‘while the Maoists act.ns they do, they cannot be token goepiously
(except perhaps as 1 dtmger to the movenent a8 2 whole), : If they think
that uveryone else is revisibnist andfor fapcist ctow then they should

not be preparéd to work in such on unholy alliaonce.




.. 1%t was g disappointnent thet conference was still dominatud
" by the Uniyersities, Ify; and I'think 1t isy this is a reflection.of
" RSSF jenerally, then it could run’into some severe.trouble in the hear
future, Dglesates wors prisent from other colleges (such sz tescher
trainin; ond techinical collezes) but their prusence was mpt really felt,
This was portly due o the dominance of spehkers Lrow the New Left
Revlew, Mpoist, I.S. ebe, Dut dove supheeis rust be ploced on these
_ erugial areas ol educetion, Bome comrodes wetfe stildl talking in torng
vw of Mgoing %0 the workers", lmt we connet éven considex this aspect
while ws -still have such a large potentinl 49 tap in our own ore of
Courndes Ivor thoe sedondary schools made a couplg of good

work.
) speeches and very lnporiont noint mode by ome of them, thaf uore en-
shasls be piven to this novement (since it incorporstes gll future

workers, stydents cto,) rmst be taken up immedistely. Dui moye empho-
_ais generally must alse be given $o the other areas in higher educ-
.ation LffR3SF is ever to-become 4 renl revolutionnry forca {and the
. conride who stated at fhe tunference that revolutionaries only coue
Lo 7 -from 'the working closs should read up on his Marx und Lenin), .
Subsequent. mnfwe?zxcaa will be over o threg doy »p_é,}szpﬁil,
day being given over to n workshop., This fomz of Jroup :discubyion
may help te develop those arsas of work which RSSF hap Yeen nejlecting

e
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Bffmh 28 1n epliefres other than universities, Thisg type of diseumsgioa
az‘ialglgl :1130‘ ¢o a long woy to providing o fruitful exchange on br-;zmn
g;;ivify.ltﬂx}ce e?,’;qin, (rm it cannot be stressed too often), tils
i n;fuju nb;cjrx'ungi i{:ar:a one's own and others' experience and it
T be f’mmat_we aceount of what is happening in the vore
i5u a;-ua? 4% this lost conference, although a lot of tine was
given to Ieal reports, there was no real w.lgcussion on the rﬁm t
nor were ary lessons derived fron the, apulli

During the conference, L. inn Ll
¢ the rence, Lazes in ¢ reji a e
and held discussions ns to how t{my' lc-?i "Jizl#d;ﬂgfuiggs Mliz e
in isoletion (For ewansl Aori ] 26Eh M i Gy BRE ROt Work
: i slooon Lpril 206th, Midland Yases are Holdi

o 4] 3T diand ba re Holding:
their own resionnl conference). Thip iz o very sood siom, ond it
gives emphasis to logal B ' trity nE peL
e g o local hase work and not to activity and policy
g ‘ : e 3 , ol
:vzspx.h(:e?ive? c;entrali&,y, viich woulld probally lecd to the Ureak-up of
Hs - & feeliny ghared by most delegotes to the Conference), |

woen comrales also et togothe 2 have
i . 2aes also o 94 - and have formed. a wonen!
fzbeiﬂzgon Mbvnmgnt within RSSF itsolf (Thiz too will e meotingaegﬁa
gqyarzj " ghf eveniny before the Lgual Righte Rally in Trafaigafl B
t?zip:t'! uaﬁeg, althouh present in large munbors as dele ates, por.
ated relatively little at the in partly becs )
¢ at the conference (ugain nart G
the "manes" doninat.c th g i M it
e “doninntod the scone) but with thia new -oves it ig
, : ik ke ( b ; ; aovenent it ig to
égehziiérfgitatﬁle,mﬂythﬁ chanced by next conference, ITut nf coura;
. Srotlon dovenent itself covers o imch wic field i
L i ey 5 OVers a mci wider field in wonen's
fox. 1 rights (o fight thet imst take - AT
et | Fis hat cake place now, not afte
tuu-ravalution 83 sugjested by one.courade), i B
s Ay?n%%ally speaking then, the last H3GF conference was o
f@rdﬁg’ §u$§esﬁ, Alg conrsdes who wore oresent nf the Hovember Con-
s :aﬂbeuhul?aunﬂtnauﬁu‘WLll Imow what I mean, Dubt we must DO
1 7 Seli-eritical, lu o Light out . politicol &iffere
at the Conference (and WQ‘C“Jlddgiﬁwiiﬁhf S?é hu galizz?ﬂl)ﬁlfierﬁnﬁﬁs
we leave we should be nre: red - Tslk R i Dana b
St 6 prepared to 20 boek to our ko ere th
sl h : : Zo baek wises, vhere tho real
tgig éjfdé'gi %2rry‘out conference decisions oteo, topether, Only in81
. Y will DESF row i'rom g sickly ghild inte 2 haalt&}brevolutidnist




