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EDITORIAL

SOGIALIST WOMAN sends greatings
te the March Gth Demans tratian,
We warmly welcame the inoreas—
ing size and politieal maturity
of the women's liberation move-
ment, As parit of that growth,
we salule the emergence of
Socialist Woman Giroups all over
the country. When the IMG
mainly through its paper
'International' took tha init-
lative in helping to form the
first Socialist Woman graup,

in the autunn of 1968, (he
movement was only just begin-
ning; in the last six months
Socialisl Woman Groups have
Tormed in many different towns
and more are in the process of
forming. In order that all
these groups should have a paper
in which they have a say a pro tem
editorial board has been set up.,
Un theboard are women from
Oxford, Manchester, Lancaster,
and Glaspow, as well as London.
In addition, we are inviting
Tepresentatives from the other
Soeialist Woman groups to join
us. In the autumn, there will
be & Socialist Woman conference
when a new board will be eleeted.

We believe that a total perspeciive
of women's liberation is impossible
without a total revelutionary pers-
pective, AL the same time, we
recognize that mwany women will

want to come into Socialist Woman
groups without yet having this
perspective. We intend that the
Eroups will remain as open as they
have always been, with the ETeatest
possible democracy prevailing, so
that policy is arrived at with tlie
participation of all. Seeialist
Woman Groups have a vital part to
play in t@é_ﬂhﬂtn‘i Liberation
mpvement, by bringing a political
perspective into it, Women's
Liberation is a political e s L=
ien, Our oppression is reoted

in the economie, social and
political system, and until the
svetem is overthrown, our
liberation is impassible,

EDITORIAL BOARD:

Margaret Coulzan, Judith Evans,
Linda Fryd, Leonora Lloyd, Linda
Swmith, Judith White.

DDDDDDDDD

CONTENTS

&Ij'-“rialqu-!lll‘ll--!l!*!lilrllllliiﬂ
Women wersus tha Bill.-.............}
MILITANT HGHEN...-.................-5
Inereasing Inequality...............E
The Polities of Women's
Llherutlau.-.....-?
St & Realivy, . ooitde ..., 0 e
WILITING WOMEN RHACK: Helen Keller,, .12
Upen letter to Anthony Burber,,....14
Review of "Sexual Politics",y.0iaa.15
SOCTALTST WOMAN CROUPE. ... ucvinanpll

Letters etec, should be =ent to
"Socializt Woman", 182 Pentonville
ltoad, Londen N,1; copy date for
next issue: 20th April.

Signed articles do not necessarily
represent editorial opinion.

R @q

NEXT 1=SUE

Special Cenference Issue ineluding: -
Our perspectives for the Women's
Liberation movement,

Froblems of Working Women

I'he Family

The Night Cleaners Lampaigm
Fart-time worlk: what does jt do

for women®

News of the Italian movement

With thanks to the Design Group who helped —I
design this issue. The Design Group can be
contacted c/o Val Chariton, 01-267 1988




Women versus the Bill

Mo Induslrial telatione: Bill is clearly
part of a weneralized offensive by the
ruling closs against the werkers, which
inclwles increasing unemployment, inflation,
eui-buck on secial =erviecs (the Tory
budget), and in indusley, productivily
deals and measured day work. The problems
of cupitolism are agiin acevmuloting afier
ils perigd of appurent =tabilization and
rrowth (Lhe boom of the 50s) = aml i1 can
only attempi to solve these problems ut
the expense of the working eli=s.

This attack alfeets working clazs women
very severely, both as house workers and
as wage workers. The woman gencrully bears
the n-.,;punsj,hj,]jl:.’ of the family budger,
and iz foreed into {inding ways= of econom-
ising as money buys less, More and more
women ire Eui"“’ Ly work ool of :-!II["EJ‘ Eeon=
omic necessity, The night cleansrs are

a cn=e in puvint: no one looks after kids
all day and then works at eleaning all might
beeause she wants money for the 'little

pxtras'.

The problems of the work situation women
find themselves in will be greatly inercvased
if this bill becemes operational:

1) Uniomisatien: a very high proportion

of women workers are not even unionised.
Many wark for employers who ure anyway

very diffieult to fight, who employ women
specifically as cheap lubour: cleaning con-
iractors, the public institutions of the
bourgeois state (hospitals, echools,
colleges, offices, employing cleaners and
typiste), =mall factories, and =o on.

The so-called '"fair deal' would give employ-
ers the 'right' to victimize any women who
attempted to join the workers up to a

union - the first essential step of organ-
isation, And 2o fair is this provision

of the bill, that there ie no procedure
laid down by which workers who are unfairly
diemicsed can be re-ipstated,

2) Pay and Conditions: according to L]m.
Equal Pay Act we're supposed to be getting
equnl pay by 1973, It'sz clear that the
government and the eaployers are'nt

going to grant even this withouta fight,
and there are numerous cuses whieh the
et does'nt anyway eover: such as So-
called 'women's jobe' - cleaning, typing
and =0 on., The enly way real pains can
be made is by militant action, and by the
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use of Lhe basie weapon of the lahour
parket = withdrawal al labeur, Dut sirikes
are serions=ly ultucked umder Lhe Bill: in

muny eivewns Linoes Lhey beeome [ 1legal
glrikers can e Fined amd oo orelusal,
Juiled,  Striked dn Lhis catepory inelude

any mude in violatior of long compul=ory

negoliolion procedures under e super—
vi=ton ol a reinloreed Commis==1on o0

Indu=irial itelatleons = g |‘1I'Il|_'_| which Kknows
very woll on which =ite ol Lhe class
stpngele it Blacking amd sympathy
Elrilkos pl=u mule P 1leonl = Wids

would isolate 4 =nall work [opae IIEIF
stluntivn of muny workine wemen] from
thie—sujipurt ol wthér workers, Evén
pieketing i= illegul 1f v prevents
fulfilment of centract)

The bill i= very sirongly directed againsi
runk and file action and voolFicinl sirikes

dH
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af thie most mili tant Kiml,  The ealegory
al {llesul sirikes ‘neludes any made in
becach of an'arreemenl': thet is, o Jdenl
mude heiween Lhe emplovers aml union
afficials, fnly the 'efficial’ union
arranisations are recogoised - allowed
Lo regisier, Shap stewirds com | Leed,
trade union hranches aml =0 on, have o
aftretal stotoz, aml steikes ealled hy
them could be smazhed.

3} Bureaucriacy vs Democracy: the Hill
openly atlacks even ba=ie righls of
bourgeois democracy, nolably the right

—
af free gpeech, "Incitement! to 21 rike
in breach of 'asrecmenl' bhe it by a

worker at a factory mecting or by a
paper such as= "Socinl i=t Woman! becvmes
a punishable offence, Hut the attack
on workers' democrocy, the stlempl
to eripple ghop={1loor orgunisalion,
equally important, For women workers
the only possible leaderzhip i= that
af the militant shup-sieward or rank
and file worker: union buresucerats are
imbued with mule chauvioism as well
as with@ntempt for the rank amd file
worker. The T&GWU, denounced by Moy
Hobhs at the latest Warkeirs' Uontrol
onfercnce, is nat the only union with
a bad record,
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(hur Tasks

Clearly when women workers, knowvingly
or as yet unknowingly, face Lhis
gituation, 1l 15 an important priority
to begin to link their struggles to



bourgeaiz ideslogy
¢ family role, women workers
¢ far toe long zean themselves as
apart from the organised working class
sovement - omd thie weakens both them
and the labour mevement ss a whole,
which ie of ecourse just what the bosses
want, Owe of Lhe chief aims of the
bill is to inerease the fragmentation,
differentiale and competition amoeug the
working class, (o get away with the
present ruling class offensive Ly
using sections of the workers to compete
with and scab on others. From this
peint of view one of the most
ohviously useful existing sets of
differentials is that between male and
femule laboor, and we can expect, if
we don'l orgenise to combat it, to see
low-paid female labour used to inerepse
competition among workers, Lo divide
them and weaken their militanny,

Working class women who do not work, who
rely primarily on a man's wage, can also
become unwitting vietims of the attack by
the employers. The bourgeeis press, the
television and radio all tell them to
fear militani action by workers, to [ear
that they'll lose the source of the weekly
housekeeping if their husbaud goes out

on strike:. But there will be even less
Jjob security if the employers and the
government make any important gains in
the present stiruggles., And in real terms
the value af the weekly wage packet will
decline,

The most important tosks for women
socialiste in relation to the bill are
the following:

1) to help explain the nature of the bill
to women workera, showing in what ways it
dees attack them; and encouraging their
participation in local Trade Uniom Action
Commitiees and in strikes and demonstrations
against the bill. Women warkers who do
become militant can often develop a
political consciousness very rapidly, and
can therefore have an impact on the
politics of the labour movement out of
proportion to their numbers - and win
militanl men workers away from the excesses
of male chauvinism.

2) to work wilh militant women invelved
in stroggles for unionisation and better
pay and conditions, raising demands which
relate to the generalised struggle of the

werking class - the need for the unions
%% go onte the offensive, the need for
warkers' demooracy f{recall of offieials,
#te.) - demands which can raise conscipus=
Bess smong other layers of the working
elass toe. We must also continme

te support and raise demands which

ATouse women's coansciousness about the
particular mature of their oppression

= equal pay; sherter hours, and so on,

5] to reach the great numbers of
working class women who cannot be
directly reached through indostrial
struggles. The most practicable areas

of operation will be working elass commun-
ities - couneil estates in particular,
Through campaigns for nurseries and
better community services, and through
agitation on such questions as the social
service cuts, and inflation, it ie
possible to bring together housewives -
usually the most isolated members of the
working cluss - and discusa the class
nature of the Tory legislation, Rent
strikes, which will undoubtedly be eallad
for in many wreas scon, offer great
oppertunities for making this kind of
link-up. But the crugial factor in the
suceess of such campaigns is the invelve-
ment of the organized labour movement -
the only rent strikes ever to be won

have been won by industrial action. The
potential of the co-operation between
organised working class women, and the
trade union mevement, hecomes very
concrete in such instances.

k) Finally, we must pose within the
women's movement as a whole the need to
fight the bill, aiming to win more
women to a commitment to class struggle,
and to a socimlist poeition,

Judith White

SOME FACTS

Industry sends 31% of its boy employees to
ralaase classes, but only 7% of its girls, i

42% of man earn £15 & waek or more: less than
1% of women.

There are 5 million wives working, 2'% million

children have working mothers. in England and
Wales, there are fewer than 3,000 day nurserias,



Militant Women

Night cleaners: women on an
80 hour week

me of the argument= put about against
Equal Pay is thalt women are fragile little
things whe are very good at making life
agreeable, keeping the wheels running
emoothly, ete, - we all know how it goee

= but they don't really make any impar-
tant contribution to our economie life.
Anvone who thinks this should take a look
at the nighteleanerz to =ee how hypoeoriti-
cal this argument is. Women doing a
nighteleaning job - which is hard physical

work, including serubbing on hands and

: JTPUR il " el W iy
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hecauze of their
Lthey do it because they
them are women alone or

knees - don't do 1t
"right to work";
have to, Most of
with hushand=s in low-paid jebs; as prices
keep rising, they desperately need the
money ta make ends meet, bul asvciely says
woman's pl._-,l..'u is in the home, |lrtﬂrﬁillp:r
after the children (unpaid, of course).
Hesult: preszly inadequate nursery
facilities, except for the well-off, =a
the women can only woerk for money to live
when they heve taken care of their

unpaid daytime job - in other words, all
night, 10 p,m., to 0 a.m, for the magnifi-
cent sum of around £12-1%, With condi-



tions like this, the “double oppression

of women™ has gone about as far as it ean

Night cleaners all over the country are
coming to realise that the only way to
stick up for themselves is to remind the
contractors who employ them that they
aran't "just women", grateful for a few
pennies - they are women workers, with a

union, and if they =top work it will hurt.
Women have a right o work - but like any
other worker, they have a right Lo decide

their own conditions.

We will be publishing more details about
the nighteleaners' campaign in the next
fgsue, but if you would like to help
spread the campaign in the meantime,
contact May Hobbz, Cleaners Acotion
Group, 13 Middle Lane, London N.B (tel.
01-348 2817), or your nearest Socialist
Woman Group (see p.l19]).

Felicity Trodd

[_ondon ‘l‘cl:rﬁmis{‘s
two interviews

WE RECENTLY TALKED TO Margaret Sim, an
assistant secrelary of a loecal uniaon
branch, about the role of women in the
strike. Tae topic has received a luot
of press publicity, almost all of it
unfavourable to the strikers as a whele,
end especially insulting te the women
involved. Margaret Sim deseribed thae
campaign against the "Helle girla"™ as
disgusting - and just not true. The
prees were greatly exaggerating the
numbers of girls working during the
atrike and thosze who did were not
union members, who were all out,

Unions always have proportionately
fewer women members than men because
of the social cireumstances of women
in paid employment, Women hardly
aver expect to be working full time
all their lives as men do - they're
bound to get married and need time
off te have ckildren, al least, Sa
in Wren House, the Overseas Tele-
communications O0ffice, there is an
annual turnover of 75% of the 400
women |

In the same building, accerding to
Margaret, they are permanently 60
people short, Bosses well know that
women have been trained all their

lives to be plessant and agreeable -
it% part of being a telephonist and
it's part of being super-exploited,

But despite all the soeial factors

which hold women back all their lives,
90% of P,0. girls are unionized, accord-
ing Lo Margaret, And she told os that
their militaney is outstanding - the
girle whoe can least afford to strike,
the teenagers on £6.50 a week, have
persuaded the male night shift switeh
operators, to come gut with them,

The publie, it seems, contrary to what
the papers have said, have been very
mich in sympathy with the strikers, A
shop near Wren and Faraday House, where
there have bheen constant pickets, has
been giving them free tea, whilst round
the corner, they have been able to get
their shoes mended ati reduced prices.
Margaret =aid that people come up to
the pickets in the street with donat-
iogns for their flund.

The morale of all the strikers was thus
very high - not least of the women in-
velved, "We are demanding a L3 in-
crease for all grades," said Margaret
3im, "and the longer they take to make
up their minde to give it to us, the
more determined we are teo get it."

INTERVIEW with Esther Lawlor, a tele-
phonist on strike, on the Faraday
Building picket, a week after the
gtrilke began:

= Why did you come oot on strike?

Mainly to get a beiter deal for the
young girls at the bottom of the pay
seale, wha take home between £8 and

£9 a week for doing exactly the same
wark as people getting three times as
much. I'd like to see an end to the
age-hased pay scale. Many of these
girla live on their own; when they've
paid their &4 or £5 rent they haven't
got mueh laft ta pay bills, buy food
and necessaries. One 19-year-ald who
pays 5 gns. a week for a flat counldn't
afford on her wage to buy proper meals.
she collupsed one day from malpotri-
tion, The girls who are staying in
now are the ones who can afford to
come out - many of them are even doing
overtime instead of supporling the
strike, It's the young girls who can
leuet afford it who are out. The
gcabs are just being selfish and

g Ereedy, They'll ipke tha pay inerease




if we win, but they won't help us [fight
for it.

- How important do you think the unien
1a?

I joined the union five yeuars ago
because [ believe you need a union;
you ean't get anywhere on your awn,
You need the strength of the union
behind vou, The majority of women here
are in the union and many of the mem-
bers who are gcabbing have been helped
by the upion in the past., The trouble
ie they won't listen to ue, they just
ignore us; they den't want to lose
their maney now.

But if we losze this strike, a lot of
other workers will lase too - the
engineers, the railway workers, the
busmen, the night cleaners, car werkers.
If the Goverument stop us, they'll be

in & stronger position to stop every-
one else,

- Is a clecsed shop necessary in your
view?

Well, trainees are noi allowed Le join
the union: there are a lot of trainees;
they get the same age-bazed scaled

wagez as gualified telephomists; and
they can keep the switchboaris operating
it the qualified workers are on sirike.
They can strike, but they're under
terrific pressure not to, hecause of
their position, If we had a closed

shop we'd he in a much stronger bargain-
ing pesition than we are now. The GPO
would really be feeling the pressure

if we were all aut,

- Da you think the GPD can give what
you demand?

The GPO can well afford lo give us the
increase, We subsidise a lot of dif-
ferenl industries, We dan't know what
they are 'cauae they've got the hooks;
they've gol everything., 1'd love to
gee the books,

- How long can you hold cut, de you
Lthink?

We can hold out a= long as Hyland
wants to, We aren't demoralised and
we aren't put off by the lies of the
national press, The money collections
frem the sympathetie publie, from
unions, trades counrils, lefl-wing

groups, have been a real help; with-
out them we probably wouldn'i be
standing out here now. Mind you, the
girls would live on breed and jam as
long as they think it's necessary, and
as long aus they have w roof vver their
head they'll stay out,

- What are the prospects for the fail-
ure or soccess of Lhis strike?

I think this sirike could lead to a
general strike. If we lose they'll all
luse; if we give in, they'll all give
in, If Jackson goes to arhitration,
he'll be letbing us down, hecause nor

aof us want this. Look what happened

to the power workers, and az a result
they only got half of shat they claimed,
Chappell seld them out,

If you go Lo arbitratioen, you've gmal
te aceepl the judge's ruling, 1'd be
disappointed if Lhis happened, and 1
think a lot of people would he,

- Finally, what do you think of Lhe
press and radio coverage of the strike
so far?

They never prini the traoth, they never

put what you say, The HBC interviewed

some of us and asked how long we ocould

stay out, We =aid one weck longer than
Mr, iyland. 1t came over as "one week

Longer" .

Memberz of London SWG

Drawing Wormen Back * Militant Waman, c. 1250



Increasing Inequallty

In the last 2 years, Lhe actions and camp-
aigns on equal pay have attracted zome

publiecity and have brought statements
ef apparent support from very varied

sources (from the TUG, to Barbara Castle's

bill an equal pay for equal work, to
Tory statements ete.) Thiz situation
geems to have led to widespread
belief that at the very least the
Ltrend towards equal pay musl be
underway in thiz country, We cannot
let. such a view go unguestionad for
it is likely to mislead people into

thinking that the battle has been won;

anc, more important than this, it
simply isn't true, Here is an
example from a pay offer recently
made as part of a productivity deal
proposed in tha textile industry,
Members of the newly formed Lancaster
Socialist Woman Group, whieh ig
making an examination of the ecaond-
itionz under whieh working class
women work a focus for itz activ-
itiez in the town, met three women
shop stevards from the factory,

Mar jorie Hiythornthwaite, Margaret
Holden and Jean Mountain. in the
dizcus2ion which took place, the
shaop stewards gave the [ollowing
outline of the situation.

In the laat 6 months, all the

jobs in the factory (Lunsil Ltd,, a
subsidiery of the Monsanto chemical
empire), have been put inta 7 grades.
The grades are not supposed Lo depend
on who does the jah, but an the job
itself; each grade includes jobe
which men and women do, In the
productivity deal praposals put

hy the management, revised rates

of pay were offered. How would
these effect women workers in the
factory? There are k main points

to be made:-

l. The new rates offered are not
much above the present rates and in
dome cases would be less.

2, The present bonus scheme would
disappear altogether =0 that the
take home pay of some women would
drap considerably in some cases,
Beside= this, work loads would be
under constant review so that every-
one wonld have to work harder, while
no vne would receive bamms for their
efforts.

3+ Although the mens' and womens'
jobs have been put in the same grades
male rates of pay are higher than
female rates in each case,

%, But the offer uctually discrim-
inates against women to an even
greater extent because the differ-
ence between male ratez and female
rates would in fact be greater than
now, and greater than before Lhe
strike last vear, which led to wege
increases all roond., The difference
between male and female rates would
be ae follows: -

Grade % naw
Male rate Female rate Difference

| 100 BY 13
2 100 =5 12
3 a0 B8 12
4 100 S8 12
5 JLH] =4 12
ia 100 #q 11
¥ Lo 2y 11

New offer stage 2
Male rate Female rate Difference

1 100 BO 20
2 L0O 81 19
3 100 83 17
A 100 CIN 16
5 1 () 1 1
b 100 H3

i 100 B34 144

Over and above this, although the company
say there will be no redundancies, 106
jobs are to "disappear". That will mean
fewer jobs in this town, and will effect
the chances of work for youngsters ns
woall Az mdult workeres,



The women shop stewards are calling on
their members to reject these proposals;
to say no to any increase in Lthe differ-
ence in rates of pay between men and
women. They are urging all women
workers to demand equal pay out

of company profits as part of any
agreement which is signed, and to

egay no to pny attempt to reduce

the aumber of jobs in the factory

and they call upon all trade

unionists in the factory toe support
their demands. While the whole

trade union movement is under

attack from the Goverament, unity

is wital. But this must be a

unity which recognises and fights

for the ripghts of all, and there-

fore can call upon the support

of all secticns of the membership.

Margaret Coulson

The Politics of

Womens Liberation

During the last few months women's liber-
ation groups have had a good deal of
coverage on T,V., radio and in the press;
perhaps an indication that the general
movement has grown to an extent where it
ean nuv longer be ignored but has not yet
reached a stage at which it mppears to he
a ihreat to the established order of things
in this society. Sparked off by the Ford
women's strike in 1968 and influenced by
the women's liberation movement in the
U.D., the women's groups which have
developed in Britain have had a varicty

of sims and targets for action., Neverthe-
less eo=ordination between the various
groupings has developed and the work to
build the March 6th demonstration iz a
clear example of this.

At this time i1 seems appropriate to ask
what part Socialist Woman and the socialist
women's groups have to play within the
women's liberation movement. I have tried
to examine in zome detail elsewhere the
main features of the expleiiation of women
in this society, and Lo draw some conclus-
ions for our practical orientation [rom
this analysis.* Here 1 simply want to draw
out some of the main points.

# Sae artiele in forthcoming International.

In trying to understand the position of
women in any society we have to consider
the soeial significance which is attached
to certain facts of human biology, namely
the biological differences hetween Lhe
gexes and the helplessness of human
infants. But we are not simply concerned
with the social interpretation of bialegy
bhut with this in relation to the structure
of a particular society at a particular
time; that is with the way in which the
bi logical characteristics are integrated
with the economic and political structures
of sociely,

In Britain women are in a position of
economic subordination, There are three
main aspects to this. Firstly most women
are house workers doing wvital work out-
side of the money economy, paid indirectly
throngh their lumsbands' wages. Secondly
in paid employment women are amongsi the
most exploited of workers, getting low
rates of pay (in 1968 the average wage foi
female manual workers was £10,.8Be while for
gale manual workers it was more than twice
as much, £22.45 for a full week's work in
both casﬂn); they duo largely unskilled
wark, have [ewer chances of promotion or
training or af access to mare interesting
and respansible jobs than men, However,
these inequalities are not equally shared
by all women; the worat aituation is that
of working classwomen; the wives of the
wealthy are cushioned by material advant-
ages which derive from the exploitation

of others., In Britain no attempt to unite
all women can be justified as a means to
liberation; the right of women Lo e
munaging directors, or to eanter the stoek
exchange, has no pari in our campalgn.

The economi¢ subordination of women is
traditionnlly justified because it is made
to appear "natural", an inevitable part

of the condition of being female, Sir Joh
Newsom has argued that the main social
function of women is to provide a securse
and comfortable home and to be mothers.
Thus the possibility of pregnancy, the
respensibilities of motherhood are inter-
preted as meaning that women muszt be

unrel iable employees, less worthy of
lengthy educalion or treining or preamotion
than men, Hecause women hear children it
is assumed Lhat they must always be the
ones to care for them and this requires
almost exclusive and intensive atiention
for zeverdl years.

In addition te the handicaps which mother-
hood (and as all women are regarded as
potential mothers this is a handicap wvhieh



all are assumed Lo share) appears to invoelwve,
the sexuml subordination of women providesz
further eonfirmation of their zecondary
position in soeciety. It is beliewved tharw
women don't (cannot) take the initiative

in eourtship vr in sexual advances, their
sexuality is inevitably pazsive, eszsentially
only a response, dependent on the asserti-
iveness of Lhe male, We can thank Vietorian
"moraliiy" and the Frewlian view ofi the
female which developed ount of it for Lhe
worst features of this erippling view of
female (and mule) sexuality, Thi= tradition
enables the commercial exploitation of the
femele body through advertising and its
ohjeel-ification in parades like "heauty"
contesis. The total effect ie to reinforee
the general condition of women as one of
inferiority and dependence.

To actl ageinst this situstion of subordin-
ation means that we have o work for funda-
mental change in the structure of sociely.
The campaigns to which we give priority
mist reflest nur underctandinge of oor
pogition; and our contribution to the women's
liberation movement mmst be Lo explain and
extend our perspective. fur main effort

and solidarity must be with the struggles

of working cluss women, especially working
clasgs working women who are hoth amongst

the moet cxplaited, and who, of all women,
have the petential power along with oather
wvorkers io create the basis for our liberat-
ion.,

Margaret Coulson

HBCRIALE
LounsSELDR.

e

“You've paf to give a little, take & little, and ler
your poor heart break a lisile

Myth & Reality

Fvervane connected in any way with
the Women's Ldberation movement

ig aware af the wneven levels of
understunding of, and consciousness
abani, the whole gquestion of "women®.
Much of the problem lie= in devel-
oping the conagiousness of women
themeelves: 1o purturing the aware-
pe=3 of their position in the i
capitalist sceiety; snd in devel-
aping understanding that this
society cannot present them with

any solutlion.

their

(ar Tight aguinst the ideology of

the society mnet he at many levels,
just ae the inculcation machinery

of the =Late operates on many levels,
Women and men are subjugated Chroughont
their lives inte aecepting as "natural®
the predominant attitodes of the soeial
eystem; womern are o some delinable or
indelinable way inferior Lo men.

rREN ARE SUPERTON TO WOMEN, TIEY A
SPPISED TO BE, BEC.USE THEY WEHE

POT [N TYHE WOHLD FIHST."
place is in the home, and her main

work after marrisge s housework and
childbear i||=_r.| whether or not ahe
indulges in working sulzide the home
for wages.

THOUSEWORK 15 o DUTY To UEH FAMOLY."

" WOMAN IS5 JBEWARDED BY GETTING A NEAT
AND JIDY HOME.Y Throughaut her
growing vears the young woman will be
given all the shit about how satisfyving
and total houzewerk iz.

"INDOORS YOU GEY PALID BY MAKING THE
FAMILY HAVPY,..IN SEEING WHAT A NICE
PLACE YoU HAVE". The horizons of all
human potential are restricted in a
bourgeoi=s saciety, hut for a woman they
are oven more stringently reduced.

The woman's

One of the main indocirination agencies
of bourgeéois society, il not the main
one, iz the noclear family; the grouping
which nestles close to the ehild and
unwittingly ensures that the bourgeois
values, absorbed already by the parents,
will he the root of the child'z conacious-
nesg of the world. The hasic
the gapitalisl society, compeiition, the
isolation of units to work against each
other [divide and rule), Lhe acceptance
of hierarchy, with the dominance of the
father over the mother and the power of
both parents over the children; the
fundemental importunce of the family and

tenets of
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the placatory role of the motherj all are
accepted a2 the natural order of things.
And the key Lo the indoctrination
procedure iz the mother, who actz= as the
mainstay of the family., It is she who
transmits the walues of hard work and
canfaormity, it is she who could act as
a brake on the husb.und (for example,
urging caulbion rather than action)}

she iz the one who has the responsihb-
ility for the co-ardination of all the
variouz tasks of the family. The
fumily ie the unit of child rearing,

the nnil of consumption, the unit of
production of use values in the form

of hounzework amd, fundumental far

the explo:iting class, the develeper

of attitudes.

IS ARE MOKRE sELF vORSCIOUS OF

THEIR AFPEAHANCE THAN BOYS BEU.USE
THEY Af EXPECTED T BE NICE AND
DAINTY. AND IT 1S THEIR NATURE TO
WANT TO BE.™

PDING HOUSEWOUK JUST COMES SATUMALLY
TO WOMEN."

"] MANT SECURITY IN MY OWN HOME®.

] WANT THHEE KIDS AND A CONSIDERATE
HUSHAND . "

From the bosom of the family, the child
iz pushed into the educatiomal pet, where
there ars equal opportunities for a

free, non-political, educatiom, for ALL:
Irrespective of the conditieming of the
¢hildren prior to the entry imte =chool

gnd the parental prezsures when they gZo

home each night, all children have the sunec
opper tunitics as each ather!

"I'M STILL AT SCHOOL, BUT 1'M LEARNING
FAST. WHEN I'M IN SCHOOL UNIFORM AND
THE BUS COMES ALONG ALL THE BLOKES IN
THE QUEUE GO BARGING ON AHEAD OF ME LIKE
A HEHD OF ELEPHANTS,

"BUT WHEN I'VE GOT ME GEAH AND MAREUF ON,
IT'S A DIFFERENT SCENE. THEY ALL START
SMILING ANL STANDING BACK AND OFFER ME
A SEAT - IT'S GHEAT! (AS YOU CAN GUESS
1 JUST CAN'T WAIT TO LEAVE SCHOOL)."

(Letter in ROMED).

Equal - when one sex is demanding to

get out of the educational establishments
early hecause of the need to earn =o Lhat
they can attract the other sex and settle
into security? BEqual se that there are
courses for girls and others for boys?
The girlz being trained in school for work
centred on the home, whereas the bovs

are offered no such training,... it's an
all or nothing worldl..,

"[ THINK MEN ARE MORE MASCULINE DOING
DOCKING OR ROAD WORK, BULLDING, ETC....
MEN WHO WORK IN BANKS Ot OFFICES ALWAYS

GIVE ME THE IDEA OF PUFFS, MEN CAN'T

DO LOOKING AFTER K1DS, WASHING, CLEANING
AND COOKING,"

Bgual when girls think of education and
work ss a fill-in hefure (he wedding?

By the age of 1B - in 1962 - there were
7.3% boye at school whereas only h_o%

rirle were remaining at school.

And ofter school - work (at least for a
short time).

WOMER'S JOBS ANE NURSING, TEACHING,
SECRETARIES, AND WORKING IN BANKS,"

Much haz been written about the svail-
ability of jobs and the cpportunities
women have in work, and these condilions
continpally reinfarce the way that women
view themselves. They are prepared to work
at more mindless jobs than men; they are
prepared to work for lower rates than a
man. In 196% mapual wemen workers an
average earned £12.9s per week, whereas
men were earning £24,17=, These Tigures
are very illuminating although in part
tha disparily (s due Lo the large number
of women who do part-{ime work, [ui this
type of employment iiself iz part of the
myth, Of course, part time work is often
the only way thal a woman can manage Lo
earn money and do all the werk for her
family, but it 18 also the way that eapil-
alism ean uze women most effectively.

The wife/mother,/woman continues Lo supply
the demands of the nuclear family and at
the zame Lime produces commodities for
Lthe system.

A Socialist Teacher

DD you know that beauty choras are like hamework? Well,
it's true. If you do them thoroughly you'll eamn yourself
lots of Good Looks Marks!

Have & lopk at the programme balow and just pick out
the subjects that interast you. Work your way through and
you'll have A-Level Looks (A for Admirabile, of course!) . . .

.« JIf you can gathar three passas hare then you're a perfect
student and you'rs bound to be a success—with the boyi, of
coursa| —FAomep featurs

{All guotations in this article are
from schoolgirls' essays,unless
stated otherwise.)



WRITING WOMEN BACK :

Helen Keller

To the great majority of those

who have heard of her, Helen

Keller i= known exclusively for

her great bravery and her undaunted
struggle to overcome the handicaps
of blindness, deafnese .nd dumbness
which resulted in her mastery of
five languuges, inecluding her own,
Small wonder thut the pieture hlurs
hera = for thiz remarkable women,
born in 1880, like many women through-
ont the history aof clase =sociely

was committed to the idea of sneial
revolution, and =poke up for her
fellow—women against the stifling
social oppression. She was an avewed
Boeialiet and proud of it - a member
of the I.W.W. (the American Syndie-
alist movement - the Wobblies,)

"] am no worshipper of c¢leth of any
colour but 1 love the red flag and
what it symbolises to me and other
gocinliate. 1 have a red flag
hanging in my study."

She spoke and wrate frequently on
behalf of workers on strike.

“Whenever there is u strike it shows
that men and women are over burdened

by hardship. Only through organisation
ecan the workers escape undustrial
elavery.” She attacked militarism

in vibrant speeches, and she hailed the
Russian Bolshevik Mevolution of 1917
and continued to defend it for the

rest of her life, "There abides with
me a gratifying sense that cp=ting my
lot with the werkers, even if only

in dreams and sentiments, has given
sphMryumlﬂmnﬂytnmymmumwd
and enabled me to face unashamed the
gpiritual challenge which i=s quite

as searchingly fiery as the economie
ordeal ,"

Helen Keller wrote te an English
Woman-Suffragist the following letter:-

"I thank you, for the copy of "Voles

far Women.'" Mr, Zangwill's address
interested me deeply, You ask me Lo
gomment on it, and though | :know
little, your request encourages me
to tell you some of my ideas on the
subject.

12

- Socialist

I have thought much lately about the
guestiion of woman suffrage, and 1

have followed in my Braille magazines
the recent elections in Greal Britain,
The other day I read a fine report

of an address by Miza Pankhurst at a
meeting in New York.

I do not believe that the prezent
government has any intention of giving
women a part in national politics
or doing justice to Ireland, or

the workmen of England. 5o long

az the franchize ie denied to a
large numher of these who serve and
henefit the publie, sno long as

thoae who wate are at the beck and
¢all of party machines, the pecple
are not free, and the day of women's
freedom seems still to be in the

far future. 1t makes no difference
whether the Tories or the Liberals
in Great Britain, the Democrals or
the Republicans in the United States,
or any party of the old model in uny
other country, get the upper hand.
To ask any such party for women's
rights is like asking a czar for
democrany .

Are not the dominant parties managed

by the ruling classes, that iz, the
propertied nlasses, solely foxr the
prafit and privilege of the few? They
use us millions to help them into power,
They tell us, like so many children,
that our safety lies im voting for them,
They toss us erumbs of coneession 1o
make us belicve that they are working

in ow' interest. Then they exploii the
resources of the natien net for us, but
for the interestz which they represent
and uphold. We, the peaple, are not
free, Our democracy is but a name. Wa
vote? What does that mean? 1t means
that we choose batween two bodice of real,
though not avowed, autocratz. We choose
between Tweedledum and Tweedledee, We
elect expensive masters Lo de our work
for us, and then blame them hecause they
wark for themaelwes and for lheir class,

The enfranchisement of women is a part
pf Lhe vast movement to enfranchiseull
mankind., You ask for veotes for women,



What good can votes do you when ten-
elevenths of the land of Great HBritain
belongz to 200,000, aod oaly one-

eleventh to the rest of the 40, 000,0007
Have your men with their millions of

votes freed themselves from this injustice?

When ome shows the masters that half the
wealth of Great Britain belongs to 25,000
persons, when one says that this is wrong,
that this wrong lies at the bottom of all
social injustice, including the wrong of
women, the highly respectable newspapers
ery "Socialist Agitator! Stirrer of Ulass
Strife!" Well, let us agitate, let us
confeas that we are thorough-going Social
Demperata, or anything else that they
please to label us, But let us keep our
eyes an the central fact that a few, a few
British men own the majority of British
men and all British women. The few own
the many, because they possess the means
of livelihood of all., In our splendid
republic, wherc at election time all are
free and egual, a few Americans awn the
rest. Eighty percent of our people live
in rented houses, and one-half of the rest
are mortgaged. The country is governed
for the richest, for the corporations,

the bankers, the land speculators, and

for the exploiters of labour. Surely we
muzt free men and women together before

we can free women.

The majority of mankind are working people,
So long as their fair demands - the
ownership and eontrol of their lives and
livelihood = are =set &t neught, we can have
neither men's rights nor women's rights,
The majority of mankind i= ground down by
induztrial oppression in order that the
small remnant may live in ease. How can
women hope to help themselves while we and
our brothers nre helpless against the power-
ful organisations which modern parties
represent and which contrive to rale the
people, They rule the people because they
own Lhe means of physical life, land and
tools, and the nounrisherz of intellectual
life, the press, the church and the school.

You =ay that the conduct of the women
suffragists is being disgracefully mis-
represented by the British press. Here
in America the leading newspapers mis-
represent in every possible way the
strugrles of toiling men wnd women who
eeak relief. News that reflects ill upon
the employers is skillfully concealed -
news of dreadful conditions under which
laborers ure foreced to produce, news of
thousands of men maimed in mills and mines
and left without compensation, news of

famines and strikes, news of thousandz of
women driven to s life of shame, news of
little children compelled to labor before
their hands are ready to drop their toya,
inly here and there in a s=mall and as yetl
uninfluentinl paper is the truth teold
about the workman and the fearful burdens
mndar whieh he stagpers.

I am indignant at the treatment af the
hrave, patient women of England. 1 am
indignant when the women oloak-makers of
Chicaga are abused by the police. I am
filled with anguish when I think of the
degradation, the enslavemant and Lhe
industrial lyranny whiech erushes millions
and drags down women and helpless children.

1 know the deep interest which you and
your husbend always took in God's poor,
and your sympathy invites me to open my
heart to vou and express these opinions
about grave problems.

March 3, 1911.

Linda Fryd

Revolutanary internatbonalist Marsisl
fortnightly, edited by Tarig Al
Mews, discuiiion and anebyss on all
wbjects of importance 1o the revelu-
tignary et in Britain and

inbar nationslly

RET CIACLES 1 up by Mok
LUpDOrIery all ower the COuntry Plﬂ'l"ﬂﬂh
o bramewodk for aetion ar ound | dued
ol immediate importancs. Lok lor
the address of pour nearest Amd Circle
in The Red Mole.

1/E per copy. For a sulmcriptan 10 the
Mole, Till in and sand thi form below

Plessw send me THE RED MOLE for
the next /12 manths. | enclose cheque/
PO jcash for £1/(LE.

THE RED MOLE, 187 Peatonville Road,
London N1, 01817 6954, 01-278 2616,

Foresgn subs; Asia/Africa/Australia)
NE S Amarics: £% par year lsirmaill,
£J par year lordinary). W. Euiope:
£3 per yoar



Open Letter to Anthony Barber

Dear SirT,

I have been listening to your speech
and to an analyeis of what you have
been suying. Now I have somelhing to
say to you. 1 firmly believe thal you
ara unaware of how poor people exist
and 1 am the person to enlighten you
because [ am poor,

I am & married woman but separated
from my husband and have custody of
our one child, a hoy of 12Z. 1 am
faortunate, L actually receive my
maintenance, but it is taxed at B/3
in the £, 1 work full time and am
taxed as a single person, I am still
on emerrency code although 1 have
worked at the same company since May
{970. Deductions from my pay are 15/-
national insurance, 1/2 praduated
pension, 16/- tax., My total income
is £12 125 10d per week. £4 of this
1 must NOT spend, it pays my rent

£2 i0s, rates 10/- and the other £

| save for my electrieity hill. Seo
we are left with £8 12s 10d. My
other expenses which have to be met
ure az follows:-

£ 5 d per week
14 § coal
g 0 mlk
4 2 papers
10 0 privalte insurance
100 TV
£2 b 11

For foud, eleaning materials, i.e.
tavthpastie, seap, svap powdler, vim,
flaor polizh, shoe poli=h and

clathes 1 am left with the vasi szum
of £ 52 1d per week., First food,
coffee has gone up from 4/1 ta 5/10,
sugar from 1/h to 1/6 for 2 1b, flour
between 1/7 to 271 for 3 1b, tea
between 2/6 to 35/1. The cheapest
butter has gone up from 1/5 to 1/7 for
11b,

Are you letting the price of food go
up sa that when we creep inte Lhe
Common Market you can say there now,
they aren't =o maeh higher are Lhey?
Bui we pre feeling the pinch now, you
aren't fooling unybody with this ruse.
I have applied for a rent rebate and

at Lhe time of writing am awaiting a
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decision. I have also applied for and
received a grant for school elothes,
free meals and one pair of shoes for
my =on, The elothes grant was for L£10.
1 was informed that 1 counld buy two
pairs of trousers, iwo shirts, one
pullever, one school tie, one blazer
and & duffle coat, In actual fact I
bought ane pair of long trousers, twe
ghirls and two pullevers - that came
to &0 155, They are not top qualitly
and | bought them plenty hig enough

so he can grow into them,

In York alone there are an estimated
800 women who are widows, divorced or
separnted, Do you expect them Lo
struggle on for ever? Have you ever
stpod at the meai counter vf a large
store (where [ might add the meat is
the cheapest) and watched an old age
pensioner pick up the eheapeet joint
she can find, look at the price, put

it down and turn away? You want to
weep a8 you wonder what she will have
for ler Sunday lunch, I ean't afford

a joint either. Since when did yeu
have sausages for your Sunday lunch?
The firm | work for do oot supply
Juncheon vouchers as many da in Londen,
| dan't koow of any firm that does
supply them in York. 1 take =andwiches.
Don't suppest 1 get a hetter job, it
took from Movember 1960 to May 1970 Lo
find this one. All my clothes are
hand me downs from kiud friends, my
ghoes are birthiday or Christmas pres-
ents, | bhaven't been in o atore to

puy a coat or dress for years, 1 am
sick and tired of the eternal struggle
i6 make ends weet, If 1 hear ancother
report where someone says the house-
wife will have to bear the ceai I'l]
scream, Another phrase that makes me
contemplate murder is 'pockets of
poverty'. HBelieve me, this is a myth,
there are old age peéensioners, mentally
nandicupped, physieally handieapped,
one-parent families, low-income families,
just to mention o few, There are blan-
kela, hupge plankets of poverty, Stop
in1s propagands where people ihink there
are just u few here and there.

Has it ever sceurred to you whal would
nappen 11 the entire working population
of women went on strike for equul pay
or for beiler sopial beperits lor



peaple in desperate need? 1 know men
amile at the thought of women on strike
tut the ides is spreading, believe me,
We could bring the entire country Lo a
stop, Just think for a moment of all
the places where women are employed
today, from dectors and lawyers to char
ladies,

So the Taries have got what they want,
POWER, what are you doing with 1t?
Helping the rich get richer amd the
poor get poorer? If =o, the one thing
that I value above all else on this
earth 1 will have to give up, my son
will have to go into care, He will
lose the parent he has left, io bhe
looked after by people who don't

know him or love him, Because

1 can't struggle on for much longer.

S0 the next time you open your fridge
door, switeh on your central heating,
hear the noise of a vacuum cleaner or
washing machine, just think of all the
people who haven't got these so-called
necessities, and for God's sake help
us,

Reprinted from !'SCARLET WOMAN', journal
of York Women's Liberation Group.

Leonora Lioyd
reviews

SEXUAL POLITICS

SEXUAL POLITICS,
By Kate Millett.

Published by Rubert Hart-Davis at £2.50

This beek arose aut of a shert paper
prepared for a women's lib, meeting and
grew into a long thesia, In it, the
writer traces the 'sexual reveolution' (or
treform rather than revelution'), examin-
ing not only what actnally happened, such
as the fight for the vote; but also the
ideas that inspired it —= or tried to hold
it back. Kate Millett obviouzly attaches
great importance to the lilerature of the
period, but whether because she feels it
influenced people, or was a mirror of
prevailing attitode=, is not gquite clear.
She then investigates the 'counterrevol-
ution', and here Freud iz enemy no, 1.

Kate certainly tears into him with a
vengennce, and I found this one of the
most interesting parts of Lhe book,
FThere iz no donbt that we are all in-
fluenced by 'pop psychology', which is
very invidious, but anyone reading thas
book has at least been warned, In this
seelion, she also examinez the post-
revolutionry period in the USSR, as well
as Nazi Germany, The last part of Lhe
book is econcerned with the way various
male writers display their psyche,

Kate Milletl's main thezis is that '"sex
has & frequently neglected palitical as-
peet's by polities, she means ! power-
structured relationships', Now, this is
fine as far a= it goes, but her contention
is that the most important point about our
society - and 'all other historical eiv-
ilizations' - is Lhat they are patriar-
chies. '.,, the primary seeial and pol-
itical diztinctions are not even those
based on wealth or rank but those based
on sex., For the most pertinent and fund-
amental consideration one can bestow upon
our eculture is to recognige its basis in
patriarchy.' In other words, that the
poorest man is in some way more privileged
than any woman.

The trouble is that Kate Millett lacks

a scientific analysis of society; she
sees only one of the more obvious man-
ifestations of capitalizm and attributes
all our ills ta it, Although she praises
Engel=, not only for his analysis of pat-
riarchal marriage and the family, but al
also becsmze he ahowed that it was not a
universal or inevitable system, she
ignores the rest aof Marxist analysiz and
thiz leads her into some sericus mistakes
and omissions.

For example, she says: 'It is rather dis-
turbing how the great changes brought a-
bout by the extension of the franchise
and by the development of democracy which
the eighteenth and nineteenth century
aeeomplished, the redistibution of wealth
which was the aim of socialism {and which
has even had its effeet upon the capital=
ist countries) and finally, the vaet
changes wrought by the industrial revels
ution and the emergence of technology -
all had, and to some degree atill have,
but & tangential nnd contingeni effect
upon the lives of that majority of the
population who mighi be female.' Mighty
indeed! Even liberal economists have had
ip admit that the so-called 'redistrib—
ution of wealth'is mm illusion; and it &8



the emergence of technology, whether in
the factory, or as represenied by the
pill, which bhas been an important fectior
in the prowth of wamen in the Iabour
force.

And: 'Perhaps, in Lthe final analysis, it
15 pessible to argne that wamen tend to
transcend the usunl class stratifications
in patriarchy, for vhatever the elass of
her hirth and education, the female has
fewer permanenl class assoeiation than
does Lhe male, Eeonomie dependancy
renders her affiliations with any class

a tangential, wigarionz and temporary
matter.' In fuct, it could just as well
he argued that women were parasitic on
their class and would therefors 'l:ﬂ,w'.rl.'c:-
ially upper-class women) cling to it the
more, 'Thrown upen Lheir oswn resosurces,
few women rise above working e¢lass in
personil pre=iige and economie |wwer, amd
women a= & group do nol enjoy many of Lhe
interests and bepefits any class may off-
er its male memherz, Women therfare have
invedtment in the class systeml
Fhe same sart af thing could have heen
snid about Jews in Hiller's Germany, yel
many ||uil|'gl:"n1'l- Jews |!(‘|ill"l| Lo llll"|['-ill'l. the
vietimz of Lhe pes chambers, ‘'But it ie
important Lo understand thal as with anmy
group whose gxistenoe i= parasitio Lo jite
'.'{I].l'.'["‘-'l WOmen are a llL"”'IJ']‘..'II.L'I'n' I.'J.l.l!'-ﬁ 'hII.L-I
live opn surplus,' This
lese and wrong, Even i
followed from the first, what she is
really saying is that all wemen |ive on
prafit, i that their husbands' pay-

leas of an

j'- Il'lllr I“l'-iHIj.lI}_'
the =econd part

laBa
packetz eantain & little bhit of the div=
idends fer their wives! Nol Lo mention

those women whoe ga out Lo werk and who
are pald 50% of o man's wage., It cer-
tainly i=s good of the boss te forge some

of his profits to provide emploveent f[or
these parasites,

There are lots of good thipgs in this
ook, bul Kate Millett, like most of the
popular writers on this subject {hence
their pepularity?) ducks the real izsue
- that our sociely ia & class society
which makes profit oul of women's sub-
ordinate poeition, and that the only

way to women's liberation is through an
end to this profit system, (Which i=s
not to say that liberation follows imme
ediately on the overthrow eof capitalism,
but that i= a pre-requisite,) Decause
ghe cannot see the real causes, she can-
mot pose reml solution=., After all the
anger has errupted, anger that will find
many echoss in ber readers, what haz she
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to say aboul ending the 'root cause'! of
all our troubles? The ultimate paragraph
reagds: 'It mav be that a second wave of
the sexual revelutian might ot laszt ae=
complish it aim of freeing half the race
from its immemprial subordination = and
in the process hring us all a greal deal
cleser to humanity. IL may be that we
shall even be able te rélire sex from
the harsh realities of polities, bul ool
until we have created a world we can hear

out of the desert we inhahit.!

Kate Millett

EEEEEEEEEEE

Mes. Sarah Miles, Vice-Chairman of the Conservative Party,
talking sbout tha vetting of prospective candidates” wives
by selection eammittees, eaid an 26th Feb.: “The wife of
an M.P. has just get to raalise that she doesn’t eome first,”™

COMMENT:— No, there are mors important things, like
property, privilege, profit. . .

EEEEEEEEEEE

The Suffrageite thar knvsc ju-fifin

Crawing Women Back: Militant Woman, c. 1910




angela davis

i am a BLACK COMMUNIST

THE CORRLUPT GOVERNMENT (US.A) COULD NOT ACCEPT  SUCH A COMBINATION'

iam a POLITICAL PRISONER
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Get your books on
Women’s Lib from

Red Books

2 & % & % & & b XX &

Al Pathfinder Publications avalable,

Alsr
Socialist Woman

Enough
Women's Struggle.

Any book in print can be oblained

YT EE D N

London Socialist Woman Group Poster
Women Unite
{5/- + 6d p.p. from Red Books)

£ & & &k % ok & b k2 ® ¥ X ¥

182 Pentonville Road,
London N.1 01-837 9987
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Socialist Woman Groups

SPOTLIGHT
MANUHESTER:  Judy Evang, 43 Brantingham
P Hoad, Whalley Range
Until recently, this group was called
'Manchester Women's Liberation Group’,
Then itz name was changed to 'Manchest-
er Soeialist Woman Group' and this change
was completely vindicated at the very
first meeting, So many people turned up
that the men had to be asked to leave, =o
as to allow ull the women to attend - over
60 in all, Most of them wera local werk-
ers from shaps and factories, and it was
a4 very sucges:ful meeting. Next Lime they
will have to hire a bigger room!

LONDON= Leonora Llayd, 40 Inoverness

Hoad, Southall, Mdx,

We have haen taking an actave part in
preperation for the Marah tith. Demo, ,
ineluding organising a meeling to raise
money for the Ad-Hoe Committee. However,
oUr main perspeciive has maturally heay
in the industrial spctor and we have been
working in close co-operation with May
Hobbe (who recently Jrined the group)
throughout the night-cleaners! campaign,
Zome of our members were on an all-night
picket und we have been leafleting build
—ings, persuaiing cleaners to Join the
unien, Some of us huve been Lalking Lo
the telephonisls, und beep vallecting fop
them. In order to expund  this side of
our work, we hope to have {wo biranches
goon, aur existing one in North London
and one in West London, where there are
many factories employing women. We are
holding a meeting in Greenford Hall an
Mareh 15th, when May will be Lalking a-
bout the Industrial Relatione Bill,

dane Meany,
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OXFOHD: Judith White, 27 Southmoor
Road.

BIRMINGHAM: Tessa van Gelderen, 72
Camhridge Woad, Kinge
Heath, B'ham 14

LANUASTER: 35 Weat Road

LEICESTER: Jean Holman, 7 College St.

Toni Gorton, 16 Ella Hoad ,
West Bridgeford,

NOTT 1 NGHAM:

BOOKL 15T FOIL"WOMEN ' 5
LIBERATION

4 Londen Socialist Woman Group

Publication

1p per copy, plus 3p p.& p,

Alsv available from London SWG:
"WOMEN UNITE' poster in
red, yellow and whi te,
23p. plus 5p p. & p.

Please semd me Soeialiet Woman for
the next year. [ enclogw Wl
whieh ineludes Postage & packing,

xam'—'i'llilll--!lr+|---|-||l-l1-+l---|.
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Send to: Sorialist Waman Sube,
182 Pentonville Hoad,

London N,1. J




ROSA LUXEMBURG
1871~ 1919

AFTER THE DEMO, DON'T GO HOMI

PUBLIC MEETING
March & = 7-30 p.

To commemarate the birth of o great revolutionary at the MARQUIS OF GRANBY , Cambridge Circus,
waman: a militant leader in the fight for the Socia- London W.CC 2 jup the Charing Cross Road-—

list Revolution. Leicester Square tube).

SPEAKERS: Tessa van Gelderen :
Judith White (Incinding a discussion shout the demonsiration)




