
. "~/ ··.f ~ 
i • • i' ' 

, ( 

l. :1 
I i.,' c 

f 

, 
'~r \ 

0; 1 
)yo ! ~ 

t1 JJ , _ a ' 

l~ 
"'j.," ';ji 

, ... -' ...... ~~ 
. -: . . '.~. . 

':{ 'r;,'.- .. 

" 

'~'L:~,\ (. , 
,.,_, ,\ I 

~ '~:, 
....I" '.J,i " I, 

, "",,' 'I 
" 

j i 
"\, \ 

( , I .. , 
, I 

,', 

, . 
.' ,', !.'" 

"0' •. " : 
• of • ...: 

• '.4., 

.. :. . ." ~~·c..4 

SOC'- '70 1. I~ 
v 

IWIvAItD CCll(CE L:!lroAA'I 
fROM THE ~r,T OF 

" , ... . ' 

o 

• IOHtl 'Y. 6LC;'w£ iT 

• "UN 211940 

I N T ERN ALB U L L B T I N~--No.l--

Oommunist League of America (Op~osition) 

---Issued by the Uational COUlCittee---

For H~mbers Only 
" 

Tab3 of Contents 

.... 

l.--statement to the ~cmbership on the Results of the pI 
Uationo.l Coomittea Plenum of June 10-11-12-13, 1932. 

2.--1Iinutes of the National Cocmi ttco Plentun. rS 

5.--Natiollnl COCimittee Reao1ution on the Int6rnational pl7 
'Qu.estion. 

4.--11atlonal Committee Resolo.tion on the 8i tuo.tion in 
the New Yorlc Bro.nch. #I -, 

5.--1~ational Coml.!li ttee Resolution on the !roronto Branch 
S1 tun t ion. . 

6.--Reforendum on the Co-opta.tion of Two llembera and 
One Candida to to the !1ationa.1 Corum ttee. 

**.:-----** 

--
" 

p2S 

, , 

• 



.. :·:-·:T:·-:---~···~·:--"'-·""""""'-"-~"""""----
•• :. ": .. 'f .~ 

f 

! .... .. 

'I 0" 1 .. ' . 
I NTE RNA Ii BYLLETIti .. 

D1 Bcuss10n Uater~al ot Noti onto 1 COlina! ~T.C9 p~ rtum, hald 
... , , .. " .. 

.. ' 
'j. . ~ " 

I' 

/ 

,. 
i 

" • 
f 
~'\\ 

...... > 

i 
r 

...... ... .: .... 
'._-:"i, . 

• .,.~r •.. \ 
· ,IJ.--.; • 

1932. ( 
" ~ •. c-.. '" ... #.r. ... '. · ,., . .. . . 

. . 
. ' 71. \ . • 

· .""'~ 
_'" . .-J' • 

, . : 

I. 

STATEMBNT TO T!B i·,'!Er··:BE~SHIP OF THE PESUL1'S OF~ Ten ttATIONAL COlt
.MIT1£E PLENUM OF JuNE 10_11_12_13, 1932, . 

Dear Comrades: 

. • ",' , .. ' . In a previous circular the branches were inforned that d1s_._ .. 
;:(. '1 putes had arisen in the Hcsident National Commi ttee whicb vloulC 

~.. 'i. be considered at a plenary .:r.eet,ing of the ,full committee. The 
. Plenum was he Id on June 10_11_12_13, and we are transmi tting <. • 

/ herevdth the minutes of the sesoions Elnd the resolutions adopt.jd.' 

\ , 

~ ...... /.' 
, 

It \'las cle.arly esto.blishecl at. the Plenum that thero Viera no . 
'serious differences reciarding·tlle 3eneral policy of the Lea,!ll~ 
as laid down by the National Conference. 

The two main questions of dispute, upon vlhioh t,.h~ Plenum 
adopted resolutions, were: 

1) Internationnl QU0stions 
2) The S1 tuaticn in the New York Brc~nc~. 

, , 
~ .. 
:.~ .. . , 

.' 

I 
In addi tion, the Plenum considered the ditlput;)S and tile di s_ ., 

rupti.on of the Toronto Branch r.nd heard representatives of the 
two conflicting vj.ewpoints: comrade Spector and !}oli,rade l(re3m. 
A self_explanatory re~olution on this subject was also adopted 

..,1 

! 

" ! 
I 

by the Ple~um, an? in ~ttach9d hereto. 

:{ ",: .:.On bO~'~ :oi·'t:he. impo,rtant questions in d:ts'PUte, the Plenum 
'\' i, t'ook ;a·;}irr.r sttind in su'pport of the ,posi tion r1hi:ch .hp,d bep.n (le_ 
]' t fended in 'the .Pe·sidi3n~ Commi tte.e, ,by, .com"r-dos: .S,wqbe,clc 81),d Cannon 

. . ':'\... against the· opposi·ti'on and obRtructi.oo' of ,co~:t:C\<le~ Shachtman . 
. '1,- .:. \ ': Abern, and Glotzer. The resolution on the situation in the Tn_ 

l terna.~ior:a~'lJ.3ft '-opposition, which had been .previously ;;t.doptGd 

I
: ; by a r~~:o~;enc;lum o~ the Natfonal Committee and·.!!~nt to the .l:.ra~ches 

Vias rctl'fled unanlmollsly by the Plenuljl •. Comrade. Shaohtman .. v;no 
") . up 'till·then hud opposed the re501ution __ which was aiIT/ed djr~ctly 
~l,,--'" against the false position he had tak'?:n on the disputes in tho 

~...-.,"' 'I)' European sections __ ':li t,hdrev: hiD opposition and voted for the re_ 
· .... ~.', sO,lution. Like\':ir;e cor.1rndp.s Abern and Glatzer, who had pl'csented 

",~.J 1. ~:. separc)te resolutions to the brr.lnchas, v;lt.hdrew their l'eljolutionl'l 
-s<"'1\: and voted for the official r'~soJ.ution. Comrade Spector, who had 
I withheld his vote b3fore, also voted for the official resolution 

~. . ~ . and submitted a draft of his own which ~cs accepted as & supplG_ 

" . 

" 

- I 
~, ~ . i 

.J. m'3nt to the original resQlution. 

, l 
I , 
/ ... 

.f The resolutio11 on t.h~ si tuution in the N0W York Branch also' 
I 

. l'.. 
I 

'\ 
.... ';. 

! 
I 

corresponds' fully to the demands WhlCh had been m~de in the re_ 
sident cOlr.::li tteo by comrades SI.'laback ~·.nd Cannon in respect to the: 
Carter ~roup with ~hich, prior to the plenum, comrados Shachtm~n; 
Abern and Glotzer had acted in solidarity in their fnction str~: 
~le. Under th'3 pressure and inr,istence of th.';l majority at .~;'!.G 



/ ..... ' . I .... " • 2-. , . ;. .' 

) : .. _ .. ft) Pl~nllm comrade Shachtman submi tted a political characterizntion 

/ 
. :' ot the carter group which is incorporated in the official reso_ 
. lution on the q u~ 5 ti on, and -on tho ba~i 5 of whi ch a politi ea 1 

f

tC:'; ">JI~\l: strusgle for the i50 lation of this g:-oup is. to proceed. 

(
" .... . ;J-... At this point, havinG attained the major p~'emises for the 

· .... X~r~ reastablishrrent of the uni ty of the Na tional Commi ttee and a re_ 
. ;, ~.c.'~;~ n0wal of the collabora~ion which had been disrupted in the con_ 

I '" ;p~J . tHct, the Plenum took l!p for consideration the lon6 docurr,3nt 

. . ~ , .. 

.' . ")' { which had been submittc~ on tho eve of ~ho Batherir.g by com:,·r.des 
.. I Abern, Glotzer, and Shachtman. This documant, filled ,,'Iith p.:.r_ 
. .\ Bonal accusations nntl. nlanders, with elaboraLe discussionfi of 

',j outlive-a ond secondary questicns and extraneous matters __ by r.~ea~.; 
. , •. { . of which it was sought to muddle up and divert attention from 
... J the' real and actual concrete questions of dispute __ stood as a . "-J'," ba,rrier to unity in the cemmitteo~ The question ~las then square •. 
''\'' " .ly put to the three comrades rontloned: Do you \,llrrh the Plenur. 

,. . (1-0 reply to your document in the form of a resolution, unu.r.ako 
lit to the'membership for decision, or do you'v/ish to with<1ra~'1 it. 
!trom the 4"ecords? ~ 

.,~ .11 

.... '" 1 Thereupon the three comrndes, aft3r taking a rec ;ss to gi.·-jl': 
'-n..\.' I·the matter dae consideration, announced their decinio1. to with.;: 

"', f" .,' dravl the docur.'.ant. On this bards, and on the basis of the fl.'r_ 
~ .... / .. ther declarati'ons of comra.des Abi-3rn, Shachtman and Glotzer th7'lt 

- - '. . they \':i she d to re;, tore the uni ty and co ll".bol'a tion 0 f the COrlL 
. \. ". mittee on tho foundation of the Plenum dl?cisions, the lnectirl£;, 

~ .... 
(. 

.)' 

." 

' .. which up to then had been the sCene of the sharpest strllC;;J1J , 
. was oriented to\o:ard a reestablishment of uni ty' in t!1e commi ttee. 

The Plenum refrained from pasc;ing refiolutions' of direct COrL 
demnation of comrades Shachtr.',f\n tIna the othero for their pro_ 
vious fa13c position and their indefensible ~thod8 of fnction. 
stru~gle. The Plenum decided to accept a~ Eufficient their pol_ 
itical ret,reat on the really important qU~3tions of the moment 
and to give them'another opportuni ty to correct their course 
wi thout a direct appeal to the ortianizatio.n a~ainst them • 

\\ ; In this spirit comrade Shnnhtman Vias again appcintod to his 
, ... , (" 'post as editor of "ThG Militant,lI, \':hich he had deserted five 

. , !' /:'. months b'3fore as a demonstrative pootest 3gainr::t our intervon-
. . tion on the international questions. It was agreed to reconsiri@.·· 

.,:.' ~~I- '. ;~, the original determination to call a national confe!ence arll, 
instead of that, to submtt the res ull.s of the Plenum to t!1e m'3:r' .... 

1 ":" "'J bership for an objective discussi·on free from faction spirit or 
~:., '. faction stru,-?,g.le. In ordor to broaden the national cOf;1r:littee's 

. ~). . composi tion and, at the snme time, to bring the majori ty of the 
ft.' .r'. .' resident commi ttec into conoonunce ,,';1 th th3 majori t.y 0 f th~ full 

··{·.T'r'-:11 ' .. .co~mittee, az:d thus g:.l?rantee t!le exccution of ito pOfi?y in.tho 
:! ~'. ' .. ~ . da1ly \'Iork, 1 t \"las dC-Cl ded to coopt tv:o new members \';1 tn vot lnJ : '.l·· , ." . rigbts __ comrades Basky and Gordon-_and om candidate wi thout vet_ 

. :q"l::::~:\'i:. ....~. ng.' :ights __ comrade 9lnrke. Thi; necessary acti on-_which is 
.: ....... ubmltted to tho entlrc members;~lp for approval by ref::;rcnduffi-_ 

: .:~a~ . taken only after the alt0rnntives of a conf0rencc, or of the 
i~:\ ) ...... '~. 're~tnanization of the resident co:::rr.ittee as a political bureau 
~f'r . ;~. ...·:reflecting· the Plenum ~ajority, had been openly considered, and 

. f ". . af. tar comrade Shachtman had ~ t:lted that, whi Ie di sagrce ing \';i th 

.. J .' .... : .... _t.he ,co.~pt .. iqn of the mH'l roombers, he .,-:ould accep~ the d3ci~ion . 

\ 

.. : ......... ,,~f'. t.~. rfle~~~ and would not. oppose 1~ before tho roomb~rshlp • 

. ' ~~' .. ' ' .. ''tbus the Plorium adjourned on a nota of unity, with a deep 
.... _..A-.. _._.,~~-..tna_liM_nf J':ta.t.i_:if"p..~ti_orL 0J'\. t,he part of.the commi ttee m:!mb"lrs' , -
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1

s .onbt.n~ p~:t.t?1 ~het'hotthatrh'- c~:raa(!Sh'-ffcl f 1 ' 
, . : the sass ons y lnVl "a lon, a e u .... cGue a oa e. y ov:~rC~mIf 

')' '-:.)~: the thto.atened crisis on a principl':l b,;~i:J e.nd that the funda_ 
I . 'rl \ mantal po 11 ti cal so liuari ty of the lC:ldG l"S hi p ahcl its capacity·' 
I - ~~- , to solve its difficulties :ithout a convulaion in the,organiza_ 
..... ." .~l(.-{ tion had once again b~en dernonlltrr.tcd. 'fhs non,preSident ttQmC3rS 
-'~ :.' -?~~{. returned horr.:3 in' an'optimistic spirit, oonfident that tho great ,... •. 

o '. • •• 1 .. \ danger of an unfounded faction strug;le had been &vertod and..' . "-
.. j, . that the.teague's forces could ull- be mobilized no\': 1:or·a l".o'.t ' 

and broader program of ,cons~ructive activity, includill3 a mo)'o 
effective intervention in the class struggle of the workers than 
befor~. ' 

I. 11 
'. f~ " n The se hopes, \':hi ch were grounded on ihc unar.limcus adoption 

,,:;~ .iL of the i,mportant r0so1utions, and th3 dcc'laratio.ns made at th~ 
'.~ ), PleI'lum by comrades, Shachtman, Aborn, and Glotzer, soon provcd ,,0 . , 

',be illusory. ~o soom::r had the r'esident coi'r.mitt~H) como to~cther 
to put the Plenum m~Lt~l'ial in shape for. tho rucmbl'Jrship .discuss_ 

't 
.) 

~ .~..i 
1 ion, than th~ three c~:nrndes rC3ur.':3d,their i'nctional poni tion ann' . 
atteihpted to igno)'e the proc0edintis of the PIe nur.l as thhugh nvt~_ 

, fI·\ 
.: 'II ,. 

. ing had happ~ned and not.hing \':a5 ehan!jed.-- The docur.-.ant, Which 
they had \'Ji thdra\':n from the records of the Plenum "in the inter-' 
est of unity and coll~boration" ~~s again introduccd in the resi_ 
dent committee on June 30 in a different form, ·with the demand 
tha tit' be ,sent out to the me mb3rr hi p in the di s cUflsion. In t.hi s 
docum3nt the Plcnulr., i':hich called them to order anJ comrc11ed 
them to retrcnt from their p"'~viiouC! position~, is rep'esented 

~ • ..;.oI": f 

p 
I , 
{ 

1-,I. 
t : 

-.. ~' ) 

." ., 

as a vindication of themselves on every point.' 
. r' . .', \ . .:It . 

, , .. 

The resident commi~tee, ct the 'm~t!)ti~ of June 30, reacted 
to-t'he ner: statelTr3nt of t.he three comr&ues with tho follorling 
motions: ... ' 

, --- - ,-- , 

"1) The, docum::lnt of eom!·a:: .. os Abern, Glotzer, and Sh~.chtman, 
which they domand to be nent to thO'" :;~embert'hip and ~';hich they 
rofuse to wit.hdr&\,l, is a faction~l do..:um~nt that falsified the 

'decisions of the Plen!.], atteJ':':pts, to inci t3 tpc fir::lmbcrship to 
'; overturn the m, dire ct ly' c ontr;::.~ic ts the nc ti on 0 f the s!\irl COIJL. 
.'i radC's in r:i thdrar:ing th3i!l docum-.)nt from the records of the 
'-"'/ Plclilm und atte;npts to .smut;g-lo it buck in a. pori.ter form, and 

I' by this means aims to give the Hi~nal for the maintenance of ,a 
j' faction in' the organization against .the line of the Plenum of 

. ; . the N. G. 

~ - . y '. "2) Thd docutr.'3nt moreov~r represent.s a.n 'unprincipled and 

( 

l.~ ~,., ... ··1 ' unc o ..... ,..,unl· ;'''t a tto ':,... t' -.,..'" d' '1' ~ . t hall 1'1' , .. IiI". " .,m",u·o cov·,: .. up an JUS".l.Y He re y se OUS 0, .; l, ' .. , • 
i! it mistakes, particularly by comr,'lllc Shr:chtman, in the international 

- ~.~ questions ~hioh brought ~reat harm to the European ~cctions and 
-~ I ~ compromised the Lea:;u·; by tho erron'3OUS impression that he acted 0 
!''''-'e' in the nam3 of the National Commi ttoo ":hich had nothing to do . 

• , '.' \'lith his position and did not approve of it. . 

j' . '.' -'. :' .".3) The action of the" three com"ndes, in violation of the 
obligc:.ticns they assumed at the Plem~m, r.lnlces it now imp,:n'ativ9_ 

- ly neeesoary to inform th0 entil'c mer,ioe}'f;h,ip of tho complete ' 
I, " facts and t:,o call upon them to COl1dcr.m and )'c nudia te th~~e un_ 
, pr.i_nciplod mctho(&s and this ~rj'e5ponsiblc triflinG \';~th the r9..:. 

'irf" sponoibili tics of leadership. ~', . , 

114) \'1e derr.arid of cornrada Glotz,~r, \':~o "/rote into tt~e minutes 
of the N. C. of January 13 on his return fromELlrope, thr...t t~~ 

I , disaG~ced with ccmrc.c1e Shachtr.mn's position,on the lnterna'l',:i.(l,'IJ.l 
'4 nll~!:::t.'nnc::. t,n (:;~('O,..,nt.i~~.,o "'C! .,n ....... -:·'~";'n'~n ~t+"' ..... n': .. t" ",,..,,,>,,,i"h 

• 



, 4", 
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ests of the org~nization, and join the N. c. ~n its efforts to 
correct the abominable methods of comrnue Shachtman..._his attempts 
to pass off the disputes created by his ovm fully establisn'3d 
errors as a "fram3_up" against him by other r.embers of the N. C. 
who insisted on a firm position in support of tho revQlutionary 
elerrents in "the European sections. 

"5) Comrades Cannon and S\'/abeck are commissioned to draw 
~p a comprehensive statement on the .?lhole matter. The ~ecr<)_ 
tary is instructed to inform the non-resident members of the 
N. C. of the actions of comrades,Abern, Glotzer andLShacht~an in 
violation of the Plenum decisions and propose ·to them the immo_ 
diate decision to call a conference of the L'3ague to pass the 
judgrrent of the organization on the whole matter." 

In compliance with the foregoing motions the N. C. is now 

, 
, ,_ .. I 

, " ,':I } 

. .-w.' . preparing all the documentary mate~'ial bearing on the dipputes 
'"and \'Ii11 transmit it to the membership ·for information and dj.~.:., 

cussion. The staterr.ent of the three comrades of the minority 
'will be'included in the forthcoming Internal B:.llletin, tOGether 
. vii th the reply of th:) N. C. In add! tion to this v:e deem it now 
neoessary to hand over to the membership all the essential ~oc_ 

-'~. . ~l Ii'l 
I 

, ' 

I 
• l 

; --

, "! J uments \,ihich have accumulated in the records of the commi ttee 
. in the course of the oonflict. With this material before them 

. ~'the members of the League \';i11 be able to eain'a clenr under_ 
standing of tho disput.es ,,':hich dis1'upted the resident cOliimittee 

. and to form a de ci s i ve judgrrt~ nt. 
. ~- ." . 

This is the only course open now. The National Committeo I'. 

• I 
." , 

", 

has endeavored up to the last moment of the Plenum to m&int~in 
peaoe·· in the organizntion as long as it could be dona wi thout cor;" ... 
promlslng any essential policy. It he ld tq.e door open to the min_ 
ority, passed no resolutions againnt' th.em, and approaced th0m in 
good faith on the b~sis of L:nity and collaboration the moment 

\.,; 

they complied \';ith the minimum politicul domunds. The min~rity 
·members are tryin3 to fr-ustrate these desiGns Vii th a double_ 
dealing man~el1Vre. They re trea ted from their posi ti ons and s poko 
for peaco at the PIa ntll':1 , and a \,/cek later they v/rote a fuctional 
appeal against the Plenum. They are trying to play hi de and seek' 
vlith the National Committee. They are trifling "\':ith "the unity . 

, .. 

and stability of the Nntional Committee; which is especially n~c: 
; essary nou and which they hnve no principle ground to attack. 

)
" Tho memb~rship of the Longue must call a halt to this unprincipled 

" .faction tame. 
,: . 
II • . 

I 
'~~r 

.. ' 

'-'. , 
~." -

We are confident that the League roombers, 'with all the in_ 
formation before the, will firmly support the political s·tnnd_ 
point of the Plenum and the organizational measures taken to 
guarantee it.s execution, and give a ste!'n warning to those \'Ino 
are trying to sabotatSe and overthro':l them. It is up to the Leaguo 
members now to demonstrate thut four Y3ars of strugb1e under the 
banner of the Inte rna ti cnal La ,ft Opposi tion have no t been in 
vain, that the profound' internal conflicts. in the European sec_ 
tions have not passed by without leuving deep tracos in the con_ ..... 
s-ciousness of the American Opposi tionists. Not to fly into a 
panic, not to be led astray by necondary and personal issues, but 
to examine cu Imly into the \~ho 10 mat te r, to, sear ch out t h.,e i r:1por_ 
tant quostions and decide them firmly_-this is nOTI the task of 
the membership of the LeagLJ.e. VIe can have no doubt that SL:ch an 
approach to the problem will result in the. categoric rejQction of 
t.he irresponsible ~anocuvre of Shachtmnn, Ahern and Glotzor. Tt~ 
safeguarding of the Loague agninzt similar, undertakinus in ttl;) fu-
ture 'depends on this. ' 

" 
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l.iinutct3 of the iJ::.tionJ.l Co;:'.mittce Ple:1ulll 

. - .. -

,'. w.'" •• 

Secretary cr..llad Pll3num to oTde~ pr0J,)osing the follJ\V5.ns 
agenda: 

I.-Organization of the Planum. 
~.-ConEidGiBti0n of tho c0ntrovo~sy ~ithin the rODiddnt 

c O,fllIli t ~i.} e. 

•• 

3.-Considar~tion of resolutions and organization q~ostions. 
'z.-Til0 Gi(j~lJ.tion in tho ~oTonJiio Branch. 

. . 
Ag endt!. ac c0pted no p;: oJ,ios-jd ar.d c Oli~' \lac Sr.oglund e lce t_ 

chairman. S~~bcckre~orta1 PTO?ODE~ oJ rssidont co~mi~tcc to 
invito one rC}ires-:Jlltc.-::'ive of tl:e J8i'lj.sh fj.":~Jti.on CO'·;11.:litt;)o, ona 
of the GrG!);: i'i.:a.0-~ion cCi':";;i";;JG~G ClllJ. 0;1.) of ~hc Y0Utt tOp.otjH)1· 
, ... J.~ - rod C"' ..... -. ":"'I~.·qiV'\- -"-';#'-*\" .. " .... \.... ...... ~~,~:... ........... .......... J ••. 
• J~lJl~ COl:1Ic:. 0 IU .... c<on. m.;..."C~,::~ •• b c;;CJ. ...... "'·r 0 .. 1I1~~ 1 ........... ·lUll, 'JO l';J.~lIl-

C i p ....... 7\ .; Y": ~~r ~ '"')-J'~ "·'l·...., ~ .. , .. \,-,c'· r".·'\ ... ·,:, ... : '· ....... '1'- l' '''I··-:~··;rd-~-l''''i;: .l~" '\ "",,1 _ QuI;; ..... u.~U .J; ............ ~"";':J_':~ ,'IV 'J\'. II •• ' \, i.. , .. t •.. ;' ... ,,:1 v:10 .1. __ -

10"tl'n(7 CO[:' .... " ,; {)c:. 'U'''' ].."",; J.:,;. "'C:1(') ':';'·i·'.-~cm \'11'.:'1' ".>,~.' ,···'·· .... '·"or 0"' !-'l'U' 1.1l.) d..l.\"<\Iv,,VO ...., 1:" I._ wc..;\..4. .... " .... \.'~·~~hl.J..t .., ..., , .. ..., ....... / •• ':;·t"C1b J. \I I. 

Mi J.i.t:-l.n~.i I G 30 r gee ;,L',:': lca , fi u ld. 0 rG ~~;: i 7.0r ~ Lo 11.:i s :)a.:31:~~ I fo rrcl3r 1y 
oO'''(:,:,J'~0ci mar.:bcr of "una r;p.t:i.o:1(:.l Ccr;'i~;l';j'f-;ca, i::3X'ber't Ctwelis, 
n··(····eJ.".,..·· 0'" '-1:-=- T'~e"'1 Yo"':' 'O·o""'nc.ll· "'Ylri (··J,·l "·,,\":1 "·"'''r-=·-i~·;'l·'.' OoD the '->u .... ·• 1Ju.. ... oY .I. II _ ..... ,' ... ,~ ... ""' .. 1 0 •• 1'-'- '-'0. •. ..IV,' I .::Iv.,. v v"" " .L. .. 

i.!inneap olls 13ranch. " 
---liotion C&rridd undnimoasly. 

Hotion by S':raback:-that the cO!:1rades ',lllO are i1~vited l)ar 
ticipate in the ..21tHH!111, \'I ith the r igr.:.t to s)oal~ only ;-/h~n c25..1 <:.J. 
upon .b~, t he co~ml tt oe. 

Amondi.1ent 0;1 ':;;h<.i.C}~tr.l[l.n:-th3.t the invited cO[!lrades s}),l)l 

have tho rig11t, to spear:: on ~u.(;h 'illostions a.s concern tl1air p3.r-
ticula:r ;?OS ition. . . 

Subst itu te IJotion by Cannon: -tha t only (;leUDCrs Url a nl ter
nates of the Natlamll Cor;lr.,it"iiee p;:'1.rtic.: Gote in the discllG;;;i0n of 
the main questions, ·that ~fter thd"u is ~iS~0Sud of, if uny of 
the invi ted co::.ra-das dasire the floor, the l.lat.ter be tr.l.Ken up 
for declr.ion. / 

-----Substitute r.lOti0:1 carried 5 to 4, disposing ~f .the 
motion and arJCnd .• len t· • 

Swab ec to: r ollor ted r aque st bY' the HEm YO!' t~ Brt;.nch :;::.:acu t i vo 
Co~mittoe th~t it be ~orcittad to be ~resent ~t the ~lan~ru if 
th~ neri Yo:r;': Branuh is a spacial JoInt on tCiv agO:1dC1, (In vic','/ 
of tho fact th ..... t tl~a !'ii-fit Y0r~:, Erc1.!1cl~ ':las nJt [l. sj,Jecial .poin~· or.' 
+~,,., ~.-,,,..,,1,, ~1 .,+ "I!:Q ,,('>,~~,')t(in HS clis003inn oi tho rOQ'.l0st.) . 
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~!I '~\~<>. lAotion by S'uabac4C: that the second pOi.:lt on the agenda be . 
..; .• t" •• ..f(i~"· opened -by a report by the Secretd.ry 0n the organiza.tion. the, ,o;i-

'j.~,,-,.,. gin and status of the controversy. 

,,:';\;},: .. ::::::i:; :::::::_::::i::::~: r~ the report of tho Sacra-
.. "tary thera be a rapoxt by the cOfJrados ':1110 have bean aborad, 

.' 

,. 
1 . 
i 

J 

. . . '.~ .. 
~ ...... 

•.... ~ . 

I 
. " 

'. I 

1t~ , 
I 

... -: 
, ' 

,-e-'~ 

. -.. .. 

comrades Shachtman and Glotz~r. 
, 

-~~UQtion carried unanimously. 

Report mada by the Secretary on thG wain, quastion on tl~' 
ag~nda,. the organization status ond a revieg of the controv~rsy 
\Vi thin tho r'esident Cornmi ttoo aftar vvhich adjol1rnmont r/a3 ta.;{on 
unti.l the nGXt mornin6 • 

Upon convaning on Saturday morning. reports wore ~4da by 
comra.dos Glotzer &nd Shuchtman on thdir v is it to the BUl'o,tltw.n 
Section and comrude Glotzor! s visi t to cOm'uda ~rotsl-::y. , 

After these three reports, discussion opened. embrac'ir.g 
the general issues of controversy \'/i thin tho l'd3idtmt co;awittao, 

, the situation within the International Laft Op.p0sition, and :the 
,) atti tude, toward the Cartdr group tl3ndancy •. 

. During tha close vf the discussion, eocruda Spector i;)X- . 
pl.{lJ..ltsdthQ .1'~nSl>ns for not ha:v.ingvotad on tha'dr,afts- prosontod. 
for resolution on tho intarnational uuestion uf thd Nationyl 
Committee bacausa of not having consIderad ~ithar draft fully 
adequate. He tiloyaupon int:.:oduc~d tb\J followIng resolution: 

l:-~'ha S:;}cond plenary session of tho l~u.tional Cornr.1i ttuG 
of tho COt.:!munist Leagull 0 f .:1.fI1er ica (Oppoai tioli) oompletuJ.y an
dorsas tho) e.ne.lysis, thd proj?osals arld pi3rs.t.hlct J. VuS for t1:a 
International Loft Op~osition contain~d in the lettor of comrnd~ 
Trotsi:y (d,uted Ducar.'lbur 22, lU~l) addr.)ssad to all nutional 
sections. 

21 .. ~ha world or isis v/h ieh h;.!.s baon d,13vo.1Qping in Int~~1.;: ... ,; \1 
for' tho past throa yoars has crsated most favorable objaoti~J cc~·
dltions for tho conoutYst of the decisivd massos for COlllr£lunl~r;l. 
llovet.thloss it has bocoma incroasingly Ul!lrlifJBt that tho Cor;l.l.n~.;::n 
undGr the Stalin I'v£imo is incapabla of utilizing the crisiS for 
the tealization of tho historic~l taks of tho prolutari~t. 
Stalinism continues to b;) an orgu.ni~·J! onl:! of dufouts. In SpaLl 
tJie devastat lng offocts of th~ C~nt~: _st policy \I/aro manii(Jstud by 
tha a.bsence of a l'aol Communist par ~y in thl3' ravollltioi'w.ry crisiu J 

in the fai lura to g iva a ILarx~st ~pprc is;:. 1 0 f tho clads l'clu tiorlG 
and the consoQuant sto,bili~ut:i.on' for ~ cortuin tinl~ of :l 
Kcrenskiad. in Gurr.a~1, thci kay to thl3 intl3rnuti611.~1 uit:w,tlc!1,' 
the graut social u!:~ politic:.:.l COtl'tl.'c,di(:lt-1ons cre;;;.te tco;) b~si8 
for a Successful strug'glo for llor/ar by tho COrat1uniBt ,ea.ttv bu.t 
tho Cdntrist l'cgiL1~, by ~ falsu thoory of Soclal ~':J.soifjm , its· 
8uP .. Jrat;sion of .oolsnoyik pu.rty dU:locl'ncy, th3 nogation ox t.h'3 
unitod front pOlicy, succaeds only in frustrating itself~ In 
i'r~nc a .dospi ta the ooono(;Jic crisis ',:/hich has ~et in, teo Cow:,luni,:,t 



/ ~ .. 

r;'" .. ,:".).':' ·.:arty ·~ail~il to ·ragiste:

a::y7 subs~antiru. gu.!.r.s int::. lc.,,~ elec.- ... 
~\' .. ,hr'/:~ tion and tho Illomborshl.;.j of tha C.G.2.U. co~tinue~ to uacliriu. " • 

f '~~'(~:" 3.-The mistc.ka, sat-backs "ina dc)flJats of the Communist 
l\.':. movemant in g onar ~l r oJ.cts unf.::. vor~bly for the grur/th of. ti:~t 
.~,~" Left Opposition itself. =£hd d.:::f0.:.:.t of ti1J Opposi~i.on in th;) 

first placlJ \'I[;'S dUJ to thoJ aufl3""ts of ·~hc r0volution'1.:ry proL) ... 

l. 
1 
I 
; 

,! 

." 

tariut und the) sts.bilization of c~pit:!list1l.. Th3 strJl1rjt1:aning 
of the Opposition and th3 Victory of its intornaticn~l plutfurr~ 
is r~und up vlith tha d;Jvoloy::r!;~~r.t of n nevI \'Ii-vo· of rdvolu:~':"cn::.:r:1 
stru.ggle. But in ordvr to tc.ka ildvantilf03 of such Do situai;i.oil it 
is nocossary for the Opposition itsJlf to ffiuusuro up to its gi
gantic historic·~l mis3ion. It mllst co c'oln;,11ctaly r.ilco0.r..ir.CI,i 
that· in ndditio~1 to the gen.)rcl ...:nd objoctlv;) te~~sons for tho 
sloVi growth of the 011poSi tion thord l'.3muin the 03xtxamely imjJor-
tant subjcctivv !1.nd specific re~sons. · ... ·h300 ere to bo sCUGht in 
tho fact that there h;,,-:,ve 0;~ist\;)d in the) 1aft Op!?osition ulliJr~ 
tendoncies which cov0red tho~s3lvas ~ith Its b~nnGI only to com
promise Cl.;l:i disc::.-odit it und to ddl:-.!.y tho information of tho 
genuine revolution~ry cadroo of tha 0pposition ~hich tha crisis 
in the Com:nunist Int<Jri1~tion~l h_s bruugh'l; for'il~rd :).s tha 
vl.I.nguurd of tho rovolution.uy prolot~tri~t. l'hG r/ork of purging 
the 10ft Opposition of th::H3J alien tond()nciuo (1and::!.U~ r:o.vil1a, 
Rosmcn,o.na sirliil:::r 131oj~ilU!1tS) \'h1.3 corr0ct .. :mc. fruitful; tho cOr.ll'lrJ-

.-

" 

- tioh 9£ this t, .. ll~s in th ash or tGS t tJoss i blot ir;;03 io Cl.~1 ir.lpe r~1. t i v J . ' 
nood 0 f the r::O[fl· .. m t and c",n b'3 :lcGor.1pli::.:hed not m0roly by th0 ' • 

, ., 
h .. ~ " ~. 

J • 

'; j 
::'j 

' .. 

efforts of ~ch YJ....:.tioni..!l 30ction hy itself but b~l tho joint afforts 
.. and contr i but iono 0 i th \) ';lh 010 L1tur n.:.:.ti 0:1; .... 1 Left. '~his i(::-'1>08 e8 

upon the .Ar:10:t'icun 0 ppooi tion th3 naad :01' gr OJ. t 0:t' Do tt ent i011 J~hun 
ovor to tho problcL:s of tho Intorn:1tio>1ul uiJllosltlon for n. more' 
cllert und activo J?8.rticlpa·~ion in thQir sollA.tion. 

4. -7ho I03cunt pTogrest), gro';/th of 'influoncQ and strength 
of the Gar£.'lan OPJJosition ':10.0 rr:S:dd pos3ibla not tlcl'oly b~T th·3 
accentuation of the rGvolution~~y crisis but spoclfica1ly by 
thG liberution of th03 COvc~ant from tho par&lyzing efiects of 
thl3 regime of L[!nd:.!.u ' .. /hich suostitutJd f01: the rtJvolutionu.ry 

.principles of the Left Opposi tior. a. coursa of intriglte, c1 iquo 
politics, cocnbinationism ...lnd stol'ility. 

In l!'rance. how3vor, the prOCt33S of clarific'..:.tion which ','mu 
succassfu.llJ'- conm10t'Ju in GGrma~YIj as;3tU1GS an unndcess~rily -r",:\Y
tracted .charactar. The circla spirit &nd syndicalistic qoursa 
pursued under tl;03 TIo::Hficr lc£.darship ~;I!.lS not liquido.tud wi th duo 
rapidity n.nd intransigoncv owing to th03 coafusion produced by 
tho vacillations of the Jorlisb croup ~nd. c0mrud:l l,lill arising 
from thoir proposal for n. bloc with TIosmcr in stl'ugSl;J against 
the leadership of the French Liguo. ~his fad tho p~tty-bourgoois 
tendency o(the ~avillo group wIth fuel for continuuti~n of tho 
am biguous E:.nd diplom,:o.t ic :"'1D.nOUV03rs wi th VI hi cll L~t). v il10 cov Jrs up 

his cOldcunity of intdll3st ',lith Jlih030 "'/140 0.1'0 OPenly ilehtit"lg tho 
Internn.tiono.l Lo.ft 0.1,)1)Osi t::'on ,(r;OSI:1\;H', 1and~u). flo do not me:m 
to idsntify th13 tr::tditions U11d position of tho JO',':ish 6rou,:l 'ili:th 
that of N\!vi11iJ '.'Iitil ;'/hich· th-JY have nothinG in COIil"iOl1. ·~i~v dt
tompt to do thiS" ';J.::l.do by cOr.'U'aa13 .Truint·, stanis in tho '11r'..y of u 
~olution of tho r131ations batw00n thtl ruvolution:;.ry prolct.:lri~lS 
~n the JOI,'/ish group t!.nd the le~din .. : kornol of ·thG 1iguo. StI'il)J)~':" 

., 
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ff f/i~i· ~ir::~:ni~~~ ::~ ~:~~n:~I~G c~~:1~~~":E;~r~~ ~~: ~~~~~~e"~~ ~~;Ulan 
.1· :,~~~:l · .... OppO~i tiO~ ha~ ~e~n o~~ of the rtlvol!.ltiun:3.l~:l salection of the· 

i.l ;····8enu.~ne Oppo s~ t~ on Cual: e. 
" -f. "... . ""-\t:," 5.-An obstacle iL this struggle '.'1 .... 3 the utiliz~tl.or. cf t(~.' 

-" .. :~: .. ;. Internatiol1c.ll ':>9cret . .l.riat b~?'its formaI' secretary, C:>~1:'e.Ci.a I,dll, 
in the interests of a fuction fight !leainst '~he lea-dershiI-, He·G. 

.. 

I . 
I ; ... 

>e 

'. 

.' . , 

only of the ,lrench Li(;ue, bllt alDO of the other dtJcisivt) ~;).tl\;!1::l:i.. 
seotions \-'/hich supporteCi. it.~he Interr..ationn.l ;)ecretal'il?-Ju i1: 
.Paris failed to give the necessa.~7 1?oli tical or ac1ministro.t5~re . 

. guida.nce to 'our rnov,eillent. :.:'he chief !'tJason for the failure of tr .. !;1 

.earis ~ecretaritlt h .. y in the fact that it \1Li.f. not res.iJonsible to 
sectivns of the O'pposi-~ion. ,Ie fully endorse the propos""ls mada 

.by comrade ~rot3~y in hiH ltltter to the bstional Sections for the 
reconstruction of the International Secreta~ie.t bc:.sed u~on tile 
direct partiCipation of re.l?!'esent(.i.tives from the most iml)Ol"tunt 
soctions ~nd res.i:J0ns.1.ble to them. ,.Ihe intel'eHts of such u. Secre-
.tariat \'/ould not be subselvod by the ill'O'posci.l of the Spani:Jh ua~

tion tu delegate to it comr~de will, whose previous course ~nfit3 
him for such representation and is moreover a blow at those na
tional sec tions · .. /ho ho.ve r t:1)ud ia t.:lc1 him. 

6.-We rl3joct the .i?rolJosc.ll l1!aG.e to "olcl an international 
con~erence of tilO 1eft O!)~oai tion to :ihich ahall be ad!Jli t-cud all 
~nd sun1ry grouplets murely upon the basi3 of· their clui~s of 
adherence to th a vi e';/3 0 f' '~h3 Cor.lrJunist L:Jft. •• d ar a in full 
a.ccord wi th tho thr ee p;: opos .... ls made on .Iii hiJ (j ueJt ion by cortlro.dv 
Gurov in his letter 0 f l,iay ;;~, 10032. 

7.-'fhis )lCnUl:l 0 f t h~ N~t io nc.o. 1 COfrll,li"li tee 0 f tbJ Comr.lunist 
Laague considors it neuosuary to recosnize the d~fact3 und ~hort-

.comings of the char;lCt~r of its previotl.s coll~boration I.iith a:dl 
particil)ution in the collectivl3 lifi3 of the Intel'fLutionl.l.l Op~osl
tion. For this lag in its proopt roaction tv the questions in 
disputa in tha Europaurl sactions, the dlfficultieo of dis"tanco arJ 
responsiblo in no ~lfla.ll r;:oasuro. Nt)verthlosG Wi3 Illtlst atrivd to 
ovorcome this handicd.p by thu C10S033t and lilost prot:lpt co 11....:.i.Jo~a~ior. 
and by maxir.g uvailaole as quicAly uS possible a thorouGh 331(Jc'l.ii",:· 
of matarial,primarily by the system~tic ~nd undelayed public~tion 
Qf the In turns. tiona 1 )3ullatin in 3ngl ish. 

"-hi~-ur ico Spector 

. At thu conclusion of Saturda.y IS cliscussion,. SV/abec1-: 
introducqd thu followinG ruotions: 

l.-~he l!larlum roaffiutJs tho N9.tion.s.l CO"1L'litta3 rosolution 
on thfl si·tUf.i.tion in the Int~rnational Left Opposition. 

2.-~h0 ~lunu~ req~ests qourudecl Abarn and Glotzer to 
withdraw their r0~01ution dr~ftD from furth0r discussion or con-' Ilia" . - sidera~liion by th 13 [,ClQlTlb e1 ship. . 

I .• •• 3 .-~he .r'lonum o.ccvj}ts the ro~olu tion on the intorna tional 
~ . question pre~~nto~ by comrade SJdCtO~ ~D a su~plemant~ry ~nd 

'turtho!' oluborution of tha·National ~oomittGe r~solution alr0udy. 
adopted. 

4.-~he ElonuUl roqua::;ta cOC:lrado Shuchtulan to affirm tha.t ti1~ 
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, l'lO. ~ e --ComI' ade Abern ~ts. tad the. t, 
"SincJ in rny opinion tho or iginv.l r oS01 u t io n drafts 'Nor t3 bU3 ic;;~lly 
uliKo, and since I g,'11 in full aClJord ~lith cOI;~r8.d3 Spactor 's ruso}\)· 
tion and tilso accapt thJ N.:1tional COi~lt:'litte0 rusolutio!1, I alll \'/illn1'j 
to withdreW my O'Nn draft." Comro.dt3 Glot:.:ar ~ta.tdd tr.:!lt, "jjy vii3\'1 
agrees \'Ii th thosa of cowrado Abern (.~nd r clm a.li:>o r~udy to \/ithdr~;., 
my own druft.1I 

No.o.-~u UCCdpt comrddJ S~outor's re80-
l'ution as supplomentary carried unc...nim::>U,8ly. 

No.4.-Cocradtl ~b..:.uhtmcm stJ.ted in reply: 
nI c;,.m not rCc.Ldy to mGl.ke such a st.:ltE;ii"lSnt, since I do (lot bollo\'u, 
thG Ulisunclorstand.1.ngs werd due to r~ly ~osition.e I do cl.grco, howovlZr ' 
that C1Y fc;.iluro, since uy r,i)"(;urn, to Glo.ta mysolf clear, did. eivJ 
risa to misunclorstandL1gs. 11 

COl:.rada Shach·tuan sllbmi tted 'thv follO'.'1 ii.~g 
", statoment of his l)osition: 

~TA~"]!,ir.Wi' O~! i.L'l1"J IIh'I:;~,IiL.i~IJL.F.L O,U~;S'J.'I0N .lV -
Since UJ~' Vid'.'lS 011 the dis~u,t0S \"lithi~l tll(,~ Intorn::..tion::.:l 

O~po~ition, particularly in 1urofa, havJ baJn called into ques
tion and baon the 3ubject of misund0rotu~di~8 clcd misrdpras0ntn
tion, it is nacJssury thut in addition to uh&t I hdV~ alruady 
racorded in motions in thd Nationel Com~ittoJ. resolutions und 
orul pr~sant'-Ltion, I add tho ~0110";/in8 sU.fl~l"{;;(;Jntury StlGlw~ry of 
my st';;l.ndpoint. 

l.-The Loft OPJosltion gainJd its [r0~tost impetus in the 
past perlod by dissoci~tiue itaalf dr~stically frou Urb~hnst p~z, 
Souvariilo, Vd.n OV'Jl'str3at0n, i!olL!~~ end tb~ir sil;:ilc.:.rs ';,ho held 
nothing in cot.1rJJon .... , ith tlh1 l.Iuit IJPl?osition u::1d sO'l'vud but to i ~s 
discrdditofr.cnt, but tho procJ~s of a l'Gvolutlol1i.:.ry s131Jction did 
not dnd th(;roJby; it h..:s not YJt coma to cn uod. 

2.-Tha stl'ugglo which tha rdvolll'~ionClry olumonts IJondl1ct'J 
aeainst thu stl3rilo clig,ll.l.J of L~.mdt!u. in Geru.:..ny tl.ild AustrLl m,::.dv 

J..wssibli3 the libur::,tio.'l of '~ho (;arl:i~n upposition in its ori(Jnt..:.
tion to\"l~;.rds tho u~f.acttv'3 0~ri;~~bli~h, .. ont of ..J, i.,0nuino oJctioa of 
tho Intarna.ti~nc..l Ll3ft. It 'N~S onl:l u.f'cur ridliin8 "Chu GlJrn·.~~n 
o pposi ti on of t 1:13 1)~1I .:.;.lyzing infltA.13nc oJ 0 f L,,,:, nel •. u 's int r igu.us, un
principled orgJ.niz..l.ti..mJ.l lIuchin,J,tions :Lr.d coc.Jbin!.l.tions that it ';/11 
able to ~~KI.J the forncrd std~S our brothdr Suction h~"s no~ t~kon In 
Gorma.ny. 

3.-·his purging of thu "'Pposition had sor.lothine of its 
counturiJ;,..rt· in .ll'r.;.nc.:J, whcro .i.tfth.l~ boan lGSS ufflJctivQ oec.l.U::i.)· 
thl3 procl.Jss h:.ls bG-Jn unduly .. Jrotr~ctcld ".ad iIJ~dd3d by thJ in- _ 

troduotion of '-lu0stions IJf sl3uond '~~rdar. 11l;)ru thv ini'cL.l.l d.j,n::~r- • 
cution froD tha su .. li-s;,/nd.ic .. litits (i;OSL!";,vr), lntvll.Jctu~list (old ' . 
l.1utto du Cl..;.ssvs Group) VloJ!iiV.1tS, fuilad to do!'.l cOl1clu.sivJly 
with thu l';3mr.:;';':-1ts of tho old ... Jutey bO:ITi5Jois cil'c13 spirit r0l:J
r~80ntoJd by N~vill~, thJ d~bblv~s in r~volution~ry ~olitics who 
sJ,b?~agoJd tha insisttlnt strU{3sl.:J conductvd by tho ..c'rogrvtioiv;) 
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"ker,lal of tho O'PPosi tion in !!'I'..::.nc,~ ,I,nd Gerreny e.ge.il1st tha worn
,out. conservative, paralyzing al~:~!~nts. ~ho effactiveli.qt".,iJ.a.tion 
of thi B problem in France ~·lO.S imp oded by the cOt:l~lic:J,tio!':'s O~7NI. ~ad 
by tho osci llu. tiona ~nd ser nr!~ t 1st tendvnc i..:Js of tho J o\"/ish gr·JL1.?, 
and by the transform:J.t ion 0 f the IntGr r.3. t1on:~ 1 Socr etu.r i20 t by its 
leo.ding officer, l.dll, i:ror!} u guiding orgr.,n subordin~'..t~ to tho 
nation:ll sections and serv;i;1g i;!S nn instrUll10nt to atrd!15then tho 
revolutionary tend~ncy, into an obst!,\cle to the s.ccorn91ishi~lclnt, oI 
theso objects. ~ithin this na~ly com91ic~t~d Situution, tha 
Naville group wns able to float on the surf~co for n longar pcri~d 
Tha solution was furthor protro.ctud by tho "oxpa!irnant in collu.bo '. 

,ration" of tha le~dinG }:arnal of th03 ~igu3 with tha '.i'roint rl'roup 
which llrovad to be fruitless c:.nd incrlJ~sed tha difficultivs !.n 
achieving the ddsirabla o.il11 of druwing into th a work th3 bast r .}vo· 
lution:.:ry prolot:J,ri~n forclls among the JowJ.sh and French comrados. 

Tho propos~l mado by ma in my Earis lettdr to co~rrado 
frotsky lOJxing to\,/<.!rds a solution of the shn.rp si tuation in tho 
Ligne, 'w'1ara not b.!S03d on fund~1.r:jQ.1tal considarutions.. I rag~d 
the~ as a cueusl, episodtc oJinion, which I now viaw o.s incorroct 
and ~upa:rsedvd by \'/h:J.t is sc...:.id in the prdscnt st.J.tumant. 

4.-The intor nol di ff io ul t ios in our S .. .nmish seotion u:r e 
duo in larg\~ Cle~SlA.l'll to its daluy in cleta.l.rly defining itS\3lf from 
the raght ding c.nd 0. fu.iluro to p,trticip<.lta ..:.8, tlttontivaly !lS it 
should in tho liia of' tr~e ~~'oJ.)e..J.n OPiJPsltiocp. ~hu parsonal 
opinions enturtc.inud on this or thut comr~~d,j co.:mot rvplucv ,J. 

politica.l estim.;.ta of tila solcctivJ ,lJrocdsS tlu:ou(;h which most of 
the Europe~n sactions h~vd p~ssed in thd r~c~nt pariod ~nd ~lich 
has resulted in £. considorc.ble cl.;;;.ring of tha ground, po.:r-ticulurly 
in Franoa and Gu~c~ny. Thu pcraistant sup~ort for fuill evan ~it0r 
ha had be on l"vpudiatod by virtually all tn\J othor svctio:ls ,~nd tho 
Pl'ovooutivQ nomination of l.lill to tho Sccl'Jtu.riat hus compror.lisod 
thu St')z,nish soction.~htl substitution of Co 'porsonal cc..'Tl,tl:lign 
against ~olinior inst0ad of a politiccl o~timation of tho Liguo 
Situation, has h~d tha samo offact. ,I ro~udiatv, of coursu ~nJ as
socia t ion ,0 f my name ,wi th s':lch 0. c~mpo.ign. 

5.-Tho propo~ ... :l of comrCldtl ~rotsky on th13 I'o-constitution 
of the Secretariut ~ust bo ondorsed. I n03d sc~rcely add that I 
hava never and d.o not no\'! sU.l?port tho absurd and st.;)xila id..J~l. of 
tho convocation o,f th.; internationc.l confer-oncd 011 0. "broud b.:.l.sifJ lI 

nhich would includtl "0.11 groups", "clailJingl1 to sUPI;ort thll 1nt~r-
'.' no.tiona 1 uppos iti on, o.na compel tho up ~osi tion to s '_ a!'t u.ll ovaI' 

" a.ga.in v/ha. tit has alroady partia.lly fL1ished. 

. . ' 
i 

" 

6.-~htl laxity and dolo.y shown in the,past by tho Ar.ld;icc.n 
OJ,lposition in 1ntl3rno.tional ~ul3stions ct.n and should bl) ovorcoma 
as m~Jh as possiblo, dospita tha difiicultios of distance and 
la.nguc.g~. :i'huSIl si .. ortcor .. lings, hO\'/vvor, \,/ill r"ot bd efiuctlvo:).y 
elimiru.ted if tho.) ,tiroblu:!ls of the Int.3rnation~l, po.rticularl:{ tho 
Europea..11 Opi,)osition, b(jcom~ u faction~l footb~~ll in tho L'Jugua, 
utilizod in such 0. mannor as to pravont thJ ganuin~ ~nlightmcn; 

- of tho memborship. . 
--tIe Shachtman 

- ... _--- .. 
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During thi3oontlonuc.tion of tha discussion o"or,lradt> 

Sho.ohtmnn submittGd the following rJ~:olation on tho C.uter 
tandGnc~: 

group. 

., l.-Our o.tti tude on ,Joli;rnd3 Cart.:n u.nci r~is ""roup" has bour.. '~: 0 
~'iJ set for th .br 1e fly in our st, J;j-JG1vnt on tho 31 tuut ion in the £.r.lIJI io: ,,' 

" '.,I 
• ! , 

, ,i 

'Op],')os1tion. :;'lo roitor~to it bG,J,J.~:3u of thlJ 0xtunsivo di~uu.sZjion 
which h~s taken placu in tha ~l~nuQ on this ~oint: Thu nGg~tivo 
and harmful chn.ructcristics of th0:3u throu or four comr!.l.aos in 
'l.iuostion ara th03 ir p0dJ.ntic and :.:1.cuder:liu a.t)~i~ouch to ~thG pl: ob]"c~:;,; 
of thl;3 L.:l£lguo, a su.per-cri ticu.l atti tudo tov/,~rds thd \101'k of tb.:: 
orgu.nizJ.tion and its lu.!durship, int0lluctUJ.llst t.:mdunciu3 1 ... l.wi 
th~ tandoncy to sot up thv youngaI' and loss ux~or10ncJd comr~dJa ~E 
a. sort of control CO:l:1l1issio~ OV0r thu i~.::.tiol1D.l CorJI;litto0. I~'1\1y 
ha.ve ~ parniciously superior ~ttitudJ to~urds the othc= yout~ 
cJml'IlO:()s in tho L·.n.:.guo o.r~d on thu l'ic:~tion,).l toath CCIT!Ulittoc and <.::. 

dec idud undul'ust ili~ t ion of tho l3atling cc.drv::3 0 f th,) ore::.ni~;J. tL,n. 
'lhair ~tJrsistGnt '}f.rping on nor.iJr',)U3 sl:OI-'~Col.1ings ,".flU pvt'li~l .)1"ro1';.) 
made in tho LOtl8a-J riO!J: u.nd in ita l0.:lcling coraC!i tt00 frvqthJntl;j 
causes tho:n to oVurlook ent;ir aly t 1:13 pr dgr viH> of t1103 organ b:~~ tion 
hus wadv i~ the p~st period, ABcl~st this b~d influoncv QXJrtod 
by thoso cO:lradds, pe.rticu.lu.rly u)?on tho young.;)r uloillunts in (jh·J 

"How York br<..1!1ch, VIC nu'lu ul::I,..!.;;S conc1i.:.ct0d ::;'i'2~l'l~ boot cOi!ll'uaoly poJ.,J
mics so [l.S to \"Iin ovar tv l;;::.ximum coll~bor::"liion t..l.ll tho80 ~"'Ii f!rtjt 
undtJr their SV/o.'J. '.'/lthultC J.tt3rr.ptlr.8~O ),l0rs";0'J.to th06 for thuir 

-, vie\,/s or lo~vo thct iln!1!'uscion. 'iio bo1iu\'.1 thut in so I<..;.r ~\S th.Js.;l e 
cumrud.tJs m~in.to.in thuir G.ttitndv, it iH n,:;c0ssu:cy to continttlJ this .. "\ 

t\ 

, 
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'. 
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. enlightr.;<:1nt of thy l'lC\-1 York branch mO::lbv!s 1:'1 tho futuro untll oach 
a tendency is aliwin~tlJd. 

2.-/At tho s'.:.(;}u tLn'3, it .i.s indisi):tt;J,ole th:"Lt thoe\) cOl:'j~:',-~das 
have bGon 10aJ'1 to thy or8:":':-li~~:ltion .:1nd in thoJ VOTY f~l'ufront of. 
its activity, ','la do not c.ttuul't to clL~llong,) tho fact th..lt th:::y 
h:lVO enc~gGd in tho Jif:1:alJ ii.iGgins "'1\)r;~ of thv br •. n.ch, l'ofnsing no 

l'usponstbiliti.:l3, c10f0nCiir.t3 J~}1.,) or[':].nlz:~tion, its lin<:1 u.nd 10~~dvr-
shit) boforo tha ·,'/orkers. ~!lis m~l:~es it both lJOSGibltJ and dG8ir-::~bl"J 
tho. t we continuo to afford thvcl all tho op1Jo1' tunl tit:lS for conti
nuing this .::!.ctitivyt. Our c,ttitudc tovlt.:.rds these comrc.aus is 
do £inoo. in 1-. .. rg0 m<:1c.sur o--....;.ltihou[:.h Vlt) ar e fc:r from dl':.l.rJing n. f; t1' i c.. t 
ilnn.logy--by wh~!t COrlll'['.dv i,'rutsJ::Y writas in his l't3cGnt rcm.~·4r/'::S O~1 'th~ 
~'ranchLigua : 

. "t'lith rd[:,ncl to ct3l''''vz.in 'doubt:ul' STOUpS or groups of (l.~l 
alien ori~in, no sufficiently consist0nt policy l1us bJ~n n.dopt01 
vlhlch v/ould bogin by utt0r;li)t~3 of lOY<.l.l collubol'ution, i>ut tho 
doubtful eler:i .. mts to thu t8St and uno.';)!' tht:3 control of eVurybouY'6 
eyes, giva them tho possibility of corroctinB themsolv~s or of 
discroditL:1f, thdLlSelv;Js, .. ~nc. in JvhJ lattvr caul;) cvncludJ by olimi-

.n:lting th0i11 froll1 J(,he ol'g.J.nizl:'.thm. lI
. 

. The C£.rt,Jr "8roup" i~ not of .COU.I3v to b\J idJntifiad with .-
the No.vilLl grol.l.p, and riu do nO"1i considor th.:.t in s'pi'bJ of tihoir • 
attitud.J ui) to ;lori, ti:JSIJ c01.,r-.l(lJ5 noud L1 t.:.i.1~r \"JJ.y subrJittaJ to 
Such ac~~p~ign as il~tificiully inf!at~s th~ir import&nca und sig
nificcncd--in a~J dirJction in thd branuh, in which thoy COCGtitut~ 
an insignifican~ hQn~iul of thv co~radas. 

'If.., rl ... "'.,,~" h",1; ."lV.', ~:h~d~ BllCh camro.dJs ;3ho'uld bu pushud COC1-
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plataly to tlia beckground .. md isolatod from th'-J Vlor!:: arid aC'~ivity 
thi}Y have been conduct ing up to nem, b:;' a.n r..l'b i trary fac tion c 01.1-

bination which olir;linutas th~r.'l Zl'OG! con.uitt-los on :l 'faction basis. 
IJambers of tha brunch OX·3Cl1tivo shonlti bo ::'olcctod, in our 

" ''l 
~ \ 

opinion, ,on tha basis of -thair iru.alific~tiun:::; !lnd activities, 
sinc.) our J?oliticul diffdLmcos a.rd ",ot of so elvarl:, defij,1(jd and 
deop a no.t uro us tor Jq uirJ tho choo;)ii.~g 0 flow dr cor.li;ii ttoos alor!;' 
faction linos, purticulo.rly \/her\J thu l;~tlon~"'..l Cowni tt3v, b-Ji~g 1:1 
llow York, h .. ~s tho OpI!Ortunity of inturvoni~~~ dir uctly for tho po·, 
li tic;.l.l' lin\J 0 f tho ili3c:.!.8UJ. ',l'hJ l~v\V Yor-k. "'o",mi tt JJ sho uld bo S J_. 

13ct3d on tho b::!.sis .of dr..:.wing into it llJ\1 Jlutilvnts, IUorv l'ul)l',J;; .... , 
tativo, so thut tho dispro,LJortion;;:.to l .. :iluoncJ oX~l'tad in it by th. 
Carter Itgroupll m.:...y be red uced to u minimum. 

:J~_; . . . 0. 11 
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. lhe rl.ltionu.l Committeo dous not wish to crd~"te tha imprtls-
sion among the l~ew Ya·rl~ meclOel'S that it is \:jxi.:.ggor~ting this 
"group" of threl3 or fonr ,tJaople, infl..:.ting its im1-'ort~nce, or 1).;)l'
secutil"lg it. P.t tl!o Saltd titr.~ it will jOintly c~Lrry on a ':irl:l -
campaign ae~inst i tG hd.rmful .... nJ. stor il0 tonduncies ill ordur ..::.11 
tho more easily to succoad in elir.linu.tii~g tho influuncus dA~l'tud 
by thl3se COrIlr'u.Q. os upon thJ Hd\7 tor k br~1nch ~nd in ti gh taning i·ts 
ranks fl~r ti1 .• ~~nlJ of tho L(J~~~C1 '. 4 - A"" < 

- -fA. .... .-.. _/.~~~ -~~ ,..~~ d?
~ /?. }, ~ -?'" ?? 

r --? ------ . 

DoclD.r~tioIl \n,Jdu by C;:.nnon, Ll ;:''.0l'iJuwunt wi th ~\"'U.bOCK: 
. ".1hi1\1 wo do not considor this rvsolll.ticn .. il ,~wJting ill ~VIJ:~'" p~~l' ... 
ticul~r r\lspuc't ',,-/i th our propos:'.ls in ruguj,"d to tha (}~rtol' group 
tanduncy, it ndvurthlJss !'rovidus a ba:Jis f()r un:..;.nilflity." 

. -
Comrudo ~"'luback r :3j}ortad th:. .... t CD. bah::.lf I,) f cOlil!';.!de C.:tnnol1' 

and himsolf, hu hc.d p~rson:111y as!.:od cOGir;."I,.d-J 3i1.::,;Jhtll1~n if hv 
\lishod to -;/i thdn'.rl tho 1:J. ~Jst docuffiun't introduc-Ju to tho !Ll.tion:J.l 
Commi ttov by hilJlsolf, .: ... burn ;;'.nd G 10 -~ ~ur, vn ti t1vd ~HE SI :rJ..:~ .. ~I0Z~ In 
Th~ Ai~i~nCldi OP1'OSI~IOI~: i'i10SP~~ AND r~E'::"'1f{0S.t'EO~ ... ~his qU~.HJtion 
\1:.8 pntin view of thy fJct th:1t thv contonts ·jf this docUiilont,thcJ 
charg~s [:uau !lni tho issue r~isJcl, had not at .).11 b.3l3n dis0USSOJ. 
or dO;.llt wi th ~ t the !.'lenum. Comrnd a SV!~ b'JC i: r .)'IUl3st cJd ::.n :."nS'.'IGr 
from cor .. l'ado Sh;Lcht[Il:.!.n in rog.J.rd to this, to vb lch tho ro l ) 1::;' ,'J,).8 

givon th..:~t the) ~omradcs signing' tho documiJnt [.:.r3 not lIillin[; ~o 
. wi thdro.w it. 

Comrad~ Cannon dvclo.red to the l?ll..mum: "l h·:J.vo not yGt ;J.t 
all unsw13-l"Jd ~.l single pel'sonal accu~;4tion rr.uclo in this docur:1(:jnt • 
I rofur ;nrticu.lur1y to the ch:l.rGos against 1,1:I::3J1£ ~ild tho is.)u:.)£:l 
raisod in connl3ction therowith. I um ro.::-.uy to .. 18..i~O iHl.ch. In anSV'Ju:'" 
to avery ,tlarL:.graph J.nd oVJry lino and .... / ill ~<puct tho lilJl1tll'il to 
taka a. position on thu docu'iMJnt and thut it also go to th'v roembul'
ship for diucusslon. I pr()posi3 that VIO now t=1.1.0 [i. rocosa for tn\i 
comr:\dos to discusti the o.dvis~blli ty J i Vii thdr£ming thl7l clocurncnt 
clnd givo a fin.l.l ~n~\'Ior." 

Aftor I'OC013ti, cOttl'r~~o.a Sht:.cht[J: .. m ~1.l1nounc ad thd wi thdr~wml 
of too docuri;unt in tho following st~::liuru.Jn-~: 

"Our origir~t!l undol'et~~nding of thv l;lr-O~os(.l ~1~S th_~t tho 
first tV/O docu!avnt~ ':Iara to bo s.Jnt OUJIi to th~ i:wr!lbur'shi,l:> without 
th~ prosunt~tion of our join~ ru~ly, Si&DdJ by Ab~rn, Glot:ur,and 
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myself. Prom tha clarification m~da by com~~dos Cannon and 
Swa.bock, wo soo thut this improssion W.lS ontil'lJly ul1foundlJ,l· • 

'''Since comrc.dos Cennon and S'/lD.beck o.ssort tr~t if our 
documont rem~ins in ths records, it will r~~uiro 3 polowic~l 
reply 1.lnd involve ~:. strugBle In th'J Lo;.:;;uo, "'/v ha.'lQ docidod 
to githdr .. w our d0cumant from tho records, githout chunging tho 
opinL.:ms \'iO expressed in it. bat in tha inter;Jsts of unity ;.~nd 
collcbor.:! ti on." ---

(Signed} Shnchtr..:1.n, Aburn, Glotz')r. 

lviotion py Cannon: -th~ t the c 0If1L~1dQS who ho. VJ v~Lrying 
opiniJns on thu quastion of Engols' Introduction sh~ll, for tho 
coming discussion, draw up in i.ln objectivt> [.'unncr ste.t(3lnonts of 
their ViGi'iS on the poli tic~l aspl3cts 0 f this question.--

~lotion c::.!.rr io d un'.lnimously. 

Cons idor ing arr .... ng.::r.;i)n ts for a caraing co nf oronce, tho 
follo'.7ing vie\,/s v/ero cxprussed: COIi;r-~~de Sh<.'.Ctti1l2.l1 f~vor0d tha 
idea of (loJIi havinB 0. ConferoncG i!l thtJ ir.l:.nJdi.:.~t-J futaro, buli..lv
ingtmt tho Plt>nu.ffi h~ld alrc"cJ.dy partly served to obvi.~to this 
noco~sity. Cannon 0x~resscd ~greoment, provdod stops could bo 
takcn no','1 to roconstituto tho rosidunt cO:.I ... i ttoo in such Cl \';c;.Y 
thnt its oajority reflocts th~ ViO~6 of the full Co~~ittoo, thu 
opposi to of r:hich is now iihv cuso. he docln.rGd' thct it is 3ulf
ovidant that 01'G3:llz9.tiun..!.1 .LJrovisionB DhlS'/i bo Cludo to gll:.~r[~ntv\l 
the exucution of th0 Vi13';IS, S011tir.l0nts Ui.1d. st.;.d.in8s l'u}nus...:ntvu 
by tho majority in tho d~ily work. ihis could OJ ~ceu@pl~3h0d 
by thu cwthod of co-opt:.:.tion to bro.oddn tho Co l .;[Jitt00, l::HlCfl cc
opt:.!tj.on to b0 8.£fir[;wd by thu r.1ar.lb(;J:i.'3r.ip tl"...l oUt3h :l. ru10rendUi:l. 

'Th:) only 8.1turn .. tivu, if this is not ut;Tood to ,'.'lOuld bv thv es
tablishment of smaller political cOQmittou out of tha prusunt 
rosident comwittoJ rnambJrship. Cannon sugGosted tho following: 
tho m~jority proposJ to thJ minority of tho planum that, by 
agreomont, a co-optation tu th3 residant cOLlrl1ittoJ") taka pl8.oe, 
for tho rCJ~~sons 0 f bro:!.dening t}lO c 0,nt1i ttoo, dr::v/i ng in na'l/ 01v
mants and youth alemonts .::.s rloll :.~s to bring tho rusidont oor.l
mittoJ m.:ljorit~1 in h:.::.ril1ony "-/ith tho Ui3jorit;;{ VidW of the .t'ld:llHj~. 
Sh:J.chtlilan on b.3h31f of tho minorIty ;::xpl'ussod dis."groement 'iii th 
this lJropos.:.~l in tho followi ng st~~ temcnt; 

" 
Wo are .:!gainst thd proponal to ~dd cowrudas Go~don ~nd 

B::.:.Sky to thE) J..;3, t h)n8.l Cor;lmi t tGd \,/i th full voic e t:.~;d vota, :..:.nd 
comr:!dtJ Clarko .~I.S o;;..ndid.;tu, for thu follor/ing roc:,sOtlS: 

• e 

1.':'l'ho .tlol1um rovcJ.J.lod th:.;.t nq fund[;.i:lontCJ.l politic;).l dif
foro u:es oxi st in t (10 IhL tiol1.ll COI:lt!.i tt au. On thoso vUeS tions e 
which beC_lm(~ a 3ubj0ct of disputl3 in the Co"mittuv (fnt.arn:lti'o.1~~1 
c(,1l;Jstion llncL thJ "C:l.r'c\Jr group") ;'10 ,"loro ~ olG t~ ,~d.opt 0. un:·1.nl-
mous r0s0lutiuns and <!l'~iv() ...:.t ;.1 ViI·Cu...:.lly unitud st.:lnd.l.;oin'c. SucZ! 
a situ:.~tion d003 not :n~.rr~nt the c.utifici~l introductian of thr.J,J 
COGu'<).dus into th0 COt:::~itt.)o for tho ~ur;.)os(j of g~vl.ng 011,J sido a 
f&ctivno.l org[..l.izutionc.l l)!'odor.liml.nco OV0r thu vtfio~. 
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2.-The selecti ons' 'are not made for the purpose 6f broaden
ing the Committee in general una. drawing ne~l eleluenta 'into itu , 
wo:rk .... o. step whieh we have udvocuted Clrtd which the next n~tior.al 

. conlerenoe muat certainly accomJlish.--but in o_rdar to guarantee dn 
au-tomatio and arbitrary factional majority in spite of the non
existence of Ilny clea.r J,Jolltical dlfferences in the Committee alld 
regardless of what '!uestions r.lay c...rise. 

3. - .L'he int roduction of the ,lJXO posed co Il4 ac1es for the ex
press pur,t>0 se 0 f guaranteeinB a sure vo tine! nu.:.j 01' i ty for one s idt'j 
under all circumsta.nces, lil1 not serVe to elilnin.: .. te the friotion 
in the IJational Cot~lGlittee but only to&,erpetuate artifioi3.1ly a 

'rigid line of faction di vidion im~ide the leadi11g co:,lmitt,as. 

4.-~he s~lections 801'0 no'~ ~~dd upon the 9?-sis of lllelit, 
thus hel,t>ing to enh~nce the tlUthori ty c.ind e,f:f~ctivenes~ of tl:.e 
Oommittee, Ot.lt. along the lindS of faatiO'nc:.l S\lF~'Ol"., in one ee.se 
retiuiring the susr,ension of the constitl?-tional ~ro'v~&i'on' so sa.
riouslY, and correctly, C;/. dO!lt ed by tl1a last na. tior.al conferonce. 

. 5.-Withou·~ liiul-.:ing this p~oposal a sl1.bj'ect for sharp fac.
tional dis.t?utei:1 the Locgue, which is e\1.ua.lly unwarranted by 
the s ubstun tial U!1i ty on q ues tion on ,,',hich the tllenum adopt e:.l 1'e-' 
·solutions, we nevtll'thless wi~i1. to r egistc:r our cc;.l.tegoric~~ oypo
s1 tion to it. 

----- .. 
A~otion by Ca.nnon: (10that for tho rea.so;s alre~ ... dy eiven 

and after an exc1"l2.nge 0 f o·i?inion of the comrades', ·~h.e Ple'rtU!ll' de
cides to co-optate unto the l·;G.tiom~l COhll!!it'uoG, CUhll'o.d~s B:..l.st.:y, 
.... nd G;)rdon a.~ vot~ne uHL1bard and cOlnrade Clb.ri.:.e uS a Can<lidate~ 
This to be submitted to the l:l&nbership tor ratification, me ar.''-lhi Ie , 
however, tl)e comrados to function in ~~his cJ..t-'a.cit,.y imr;ledia.tely • 

(2)~h.at vIe inform the'mtQbe!'ship of 
comrado_Gordon's limitations on the constitution~l requi:relilent und 
ask for their ratification -,'/ith ~ull Kno\'/ledge Of this ic.::.ct (the 
Constitution reqllire;no~lt is ".b.rticle 9.Seution3--I.it;!nbers of the 
Nutionc:.l Co,_.mittee (lJust have boen active melrlb.ers of the C,otllr1n:list 
political tuovecnent for &t least four Y0ars, at lanst two Y;)Ul'S of 
which hc:.ve been in the Cor,llOunist League at the tIme of electio~i." 
Oomrade COrdol1r~ lirnitn.tions in re"t3llrd totneconstltllti.on r~fOl' 
to the fi rs t ..,a rt 0 f this roqllir ei&lent. he hC;/.s b a.en only t'~'IO y e.J.':':, 
a member of the Cl?ldGlUnist Laague.) 

Comrade Spector recorded hilr.self as Ol)posvd tlJ d,isrega-rdi:li;; 
the constitutional prJvisio!l:.:l. which we adopteu. atter such serious 
reflections. 

Voting on the [Jotion fOL co-optution: in favor: 8,:oglund" 
.Oannon, S\1ab (;Ick, ]Junne and \.JuhIdr; vot 1r'8 agtl.inst: Shechtman, 
abern, Glotz~r. ~bstaining, 3pJctor.' , 

Vot.i:rtg 011 Gordo n: in fo. vor: Skoglund, ~annon, SrlO.back, Dunn..;; 
and t,)ahler; o.gaillst: Shach tfJ!m, AlJiU; n, Glot ztlr; ~b3to.ining; Sroc tor 
referring to StL;.t0iJ,~:lt a.bov.,). 

Vot1ng on ffii;Jlbvrs pxo,t?osdd for the cornrnittao: in favor of 
BasJr..y: Cannon, S';1ub cok, Duanu, Sl~oglund and Ooh-la1:; e.aal nS,t , 
Shachtl.llQn. A.b\)rn anQ. Glotzar i ~bsta.iningt 5l;loctor. -
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Voting on Clarka: infuvor: Cnn','!.on, Sv!.?b eo:,. J)unr,5. O')hl('!::, 
and Skoglund; agai nst: :';hach'~IJ.Wl, AbJrn, ,Glut zur i AbstJ.ln1ng: _ 
Spector. • 

lao ti on by .Abo rn: th:.:J. t c':>:nr :::.da Sh,\ ch ti,'lC.n tuka up tha post 
forml3rly oc:}upied by him as etiitor of 'i'ilQ l\ii~itunt. 

j.4oti on by S'.'lUb3 C 1:: tilC- t the rr as~nt 0.1' l'o.ngel::on t sten d. 
Tll8.t comr:J.d0 Cannor. l'>3i:w.in tlH~ politica11~' l'aspo!!3ible ec.i"iior, 
that cor:u:c:.dc SLacnt:l~an, us .:J. I:wmbt;)!' of tl:e adito:::-io.l board col
laborata fully in tho oditoria.l work. of '.i.'hd i.il':'to..nt :,md the 
~ditoriu.l bOJ.rd tC!.r:v chul'g.J f;.or6 dir6ctl~r ~1cl G.u~tiiaa mora 00i,1-
plata rasponsibllity for the editorial work t!.nd thij [j~l::ij-UP of 
ih a 1',1 i 1. i t 8.:1 t . 

Voting on th13 motion: in f~vor of Abarn's motion: Aborn, 
Glotzar, ~hClchtlao.n o..'1d SP0CtoI'. 

In favor of SWt!.beck's motion: Cunno~~ 
Swa.bC:lc K, Dunne I ::>koglund un d ~ah10~. 

statoment by comrida Spoctor: "Does com!'ade Cannon still 
hold as valid his statament (ti.t th0 OOi,li,littea Clea~ing, Janu3.r;y· 
13th) \'/hcn proposing COI:llD.ria 5hD.chtr.lsn tha:ti nobody has advanced 
any personal 0::: politic;:.;.l objoctions to Shachtr;1an as editor of 
The 1.:i 1 i tB.!1 t and cCr:1ru.d~ Tr otsky' i:) pro)?oct".l tila t coruradd Shs.chtman 
X'OSlI,l:lO, his POEt'!'" 

Reply by Cannon: "Yes, in genorc1.l, I thin,~ it is st ill 
valid. After the agreement wo have arrived at here, I nould not 
raiso flny political or psrsonul ocjecti,}ns to co~.:r[~da Shachtr;1an. 
Hov'/oyer, I OJ;) uno.;r the ir.~JHass10n t:.a1; :':Lll the) 0ii:CU,:l3'GUnC0(3 
are not ox~ctly the :--5':';'::19 G.G they \'/'Jr<:J fiVt:': month.:; ~i3o. ::ii.nee them 
we have orco.nized ttc s~aff on U Dore collactiva bauis, ~e have 
entrusted the responslbilit:l of actually gettir.g jut tha p:?:?er to 
conlro.de Gordon and. ir. l::y o}linion he ho.3 carried out l~ls res,l)0nsi
bility very sutisfti.ct0rily. I do not thinK W"J sbOuld return to 
the old methocl but ruther should go fOi:V1b.rd tor/ard a fur ther duve-' 
lopmcnt of thE> collective llxinciple. I also think it u.m'Jisa to 
esta.blH~h tho ide~~ thdt \"/e co.l1: in c omr sdes in responsi blo fu.nc
tions when vIe need them in dn emergency and then dismiss thel:! Vlr,.tHi 
the ernol'gen:}y is over.:t 

l~Iotion by S':/abecK: tha.t the resid.ent committee be autho
rizedto finall:,.' clabo!"etc ti:e resolutions for \'li1ich Vl9 havo r.erv 
drafts ~cceptod ,~s a basis, together with a resolu.tion su.m~arizine 
the \'lorK of the }llenum as V/:311 Cl.S to }lre.:,.>are the ucteriul for, the 
coming membership disclAssion. (i::,) th:::.t the Secretc:::.ry propare a. 
repor'!; of tho 1Jlen~m 'iii th the approv!.i.l of the resident comwitte13 
for the Internc;.tione.l Secretclriat and cornrada ·.i,'rotsky. 

---~otiono carried unanimously. 

At the conclusion of this discussion tho follovling statclila 
gas submitted 'to the plonu~ by comrada Curter: 

"'VIa the unclersignc'd, roc03nizine tr..J.t one of the most im
portant dis!Ju,ted questiuns in the irc.tional COG';2ittee and th3 
Plonur.1 is tho problem of tnt> 1:13'.'1 Yorj'~ :drar.cil ar:d tile ,p~rportad 
dOGlin&tio'n of its Executive COc::lmitteo by the so-cullt>o. Car'tor gro;,:]? 



•. !it, 
.~, 

4, 

• 
) , •• 

• 

'.' 

(') 
'~. 

f I 

, ~ . 

• 

';',' 

. 
~e 

'. 

Pa -!1 .. ' -.. --. .... .; .. .~\ :,;- .-
" 

P88e 15 
Whil~ decisively rejecting any ch~r~e of tha'existence of a noli
tical tondenoy cc;.lleQ "c.artot'iGw" una eJ:~t~nd .Ililll.'~ 'iiha ,ii~;-:il,jc,;.~.;.~ 

. on the ~ues'Cion interf~r'os \'Ji th :r..ar~lonlous collaporc.tion in the 
National Committecl. ~7e fi;r~~.r beliave tr.D.ii the l1.t:~.ost collabo:.-u
tion and collectivd 19adersni~ i~ d dire need in the N~tional 
Oommittoe and tho League. 

"We be Ii eve ttL? 'j; r ci. th e1' th do n i)e rrtiP~ th e IJ U6 s tf on 0 f O,t~ 
to-elections to tho H.Y • .dranch ::;xocutive COwmittoG hinder tho 
noceS sal' Y C ollubo~a tion in oU.r· l~a tional C o;r.rui tlia a a.nd ht;.!Cilonivu.~ 
dnd cmaraduly reld.tions in the He';/ Yor!~ Br(,4nch WG will, and at; 
the prosont timo ~'iish to statd so, not ~cce!lt no~i!1o.tior.s fo!' t':Hl 
coming uldc'lilons to the Now YorK .!;Xdcut iVIJ Commi tJ"lld. 

"We taka this step for on~ rouson--a SinCllrd attempt to 
secure as much as pos8i blll uni t.:3d func tioning of the enti~.) O!'
Ban5.zation and. pn.rtlclllaly i'l;s l\X.l.ciing body, tha H8.tion:.:.l Co~:-~
oi ttllO. ~his dous not n11le,n th~t \'/d \"Jill doc"I'~clsa our ~cti~ .. i ty t 
in the UOW Ydrl: 3r~'::':1oh. On JIi~lV ,oont:al';j,'HO intend to contiL1UO 
our no ti Vt) fU.nct iO~1ing in tho 'J:. ~nch a.'1 C tha LcSlr.gue uS a whola. 

H. stone. Gsorge ~ay, J. Cartor 

. The S1 tuutlon in thu Toronto Bl'anch 

ComI' adu Si)QC tor r eportad on 1.f:.c,:)or.~ld I s udho ronco to .1.;11 0 

Lilft Opposition and on the controvol'sy .... /ithin tea brench and 0n 
proposals for tha futur~. Co~r~d~ Kroh~, ~ho h~d b~iln i:1vitod 

, ·to tho plcnm:. for this ,t):;;.rticul;;;r dif3CLlSsi(lll, lJrasdntoa. tIlt} Vi<.iW3 

of the othor ~ido of tho con~ruversy. Kroh::} ,Pro;;'Jsod ti.o follo':I
ing concli tions to heal tho) broc.ch ':Ii t.~ SJ)9C~Ol' ,t.:ld cor.~(\.cll3s wno 
'agroad with hitl: 1. A c lear e:{jll~n;.! tio n iror.1 S~o ctor on his T>0u i
"ion on thu dolog:l tion to Pricld .:nini$te~' .cidnr:,.·.--~.Hi::pudi:;.-tion 

• by Spector on his ~osition.of his cct in s~litti~ th~ ~o~onto 
group.--3. Spector to entar ~ cass org~nizQtion.-~4. Sp~ctor to 
subf3t::lntic.ta his ~·::,ccu::J::!1iions c.gninst othur 001.ll'uclas by i.l.ct\.i.ai ' 
fects or ols~ wi thdr'.1;~·1 thU:!l. 

·Co'mruc!o Si)~ctor Luda tho follo\'rlng J.)ropos~ls: l.~h:.!.t <ljh,j 
.O!ln;.1di.lll orc3~~i~u.tion 00 ust..::.blisr.Jd ~3 .:::.n u.utonor~.ous s~c.l.;ion of 
thu Laft U!'posi tion, \7ith ,:~ ~rovision~l C\3ntor to bo cre~~.;ed..-- , 
i!. ~hc..t it dst~.blish dil'.)ut l'Jl:.l.tionz ~'/ith thJ Intul'x,tion .. -.l 
Sl3crct~ric.t ..!nd function ur.ddr thll n:;.r::\J of l~;..rxL::"'1-Li)ninif:it 1~J.[.u.~· 
of Ccno.dc.~ {()l)position}.--3'.~h.J.t it l.)ublish e:::. Ulonthl~ orean.--'L 
Tbc!t it Jtlc:"lparO a n ... tionul o:gu!'u :i'r..:.t~vr thu tiwv b~iuS th~ 
~oronto rueCiloul"ship function i:l t\'/O br~'1ches 0:1 tho b!;:.sis of th~ 
prasent division. 

. 
Aft03r a discussion on ~he controvursy c.nd the v~rious pro

POSe.13 ~\'Ii.bi)ck {il ... d') tt.-:: follor/ing [J\')'~io:4s: 

l.-Th:.~t "'/03 U1::.}:a unothl3! offort' for cOi:·4rc:.d.:31y ooll~bo:::iltio:1 
"'lith rocrirJim..tion, of tha ~oronto r:1i)':i~)iJ~ship .... /ithin oni) or..::.:-.. ':ll, 
including 6.11 of thOS03 r/1:o ;;ra norl tl.)c:b\3rs. , 

2.-~h.!lt th\l l~c.tion::.l Cor.:Uli~too ~u'pP.,:>:::,tc fillly thi) l~olitio:::.: 
tendoncy rcproscntad by co~rsd~ Sp~ctor end considor it ~s tha 
basis for unitud coll~boratioh. 
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3.-Th.\l N:ltion;;.;.l COUlnitteo dam~ds from the ~orot'lto mtmbar- . 
, ship that this btJ adhe!'l3d ·to on ponal~i o~ t;'o~~et~Of:J ~~ Oil t:.\:'-:.Jn 

d. t?-8.linst those v~no full. 
, 4. -fro t \11;1 o.CCl3pt 3.S & parspccti va t he pro posCols fnJ.d\l by 

.' comra~a ~pector fo1' ..J.n autonor.Jous C':'nc.di..'..n 3;)ctlon of the Laft 
A', ,·Opposi tio,n in thl3 Sdnsa trJ.J.t tl:J ~irst llI.:~c~ic:.!l stups in th~::1i 

dirdction, such as thd la~~ching 0f a papar, ustublishmvnt of an 

.' 
(') 
-.cr' 
; i 

t. 

'l~ , t .. _ : 

edi torio.l bol:lX d, c) tc., to bo talcan r.s soon as t hv branoh h:J.1iJ 
rv~chod 0. sufficiJnt dugroe of collabor~tion and st~bility. 

Aiotion by can:lon:-'",IhD.t thil rasidcJnt co~unittad '00 ins tru<.;-I;, 
instructdd to dra.w up a r usolutio:l which will ala-borO-to on this ba-
sis. . 

, --i.lotions by Sm,.:.bock ~nd C,~rmon cu.rl'i\Jd unt.:.nimously, 
Spector adding tht:.·t ::m aluboratod rasolution' should includ\l u. 
characterization of tho group. 

o Mot~on by Cannon: --In v ia\,1 of fu:sthdr consider.ltion by 
the comrudas, t hu plun!ll!l dec ia.as the. t co rnrr:.uo Sh\;~ch tmon r~+:urn 
to his post ~s dditor of The ~ilit~nt,uith comr~d3 Gordon r~-
IDlli ning in 11is pr.3s unt posi'ci on 011 t hel \.fdi tor ial st~ff. ' 

--IJotion curried unJ.:-timously. 

Motion by Glotzor: thr.t oonsidiJr; .. tL.>n of the Ul1ilClplOYl1lulli 
,rosolutions toe-other \1i tt org:J.l1iz,J,tiol1~l quvsiiions. and tho 

quostion of 'ileisbord (slnc(3 :.l.ddGd to thl3 c.gond:.~) bo rdfvrr.;,d to 
tha resid ent comrni ttoa ~~nd i>lvnum no \"1 ~dj OtlJ:ns. 

--Moti on un;.lnimously ct::rr ied. 

, ' -!!~- III~---
STATEr-.'ENT O~ THE SI'I'UATI0~: IN 'l'~~ Il~TET"'r-!ATION:'L lEFT OPPOSITION 

IPrinte d in Tho Mi Ii tant of Apri 1 23, 1932) . 

The National Committee, havin~~ co'nsider\.1rl and dL:-curlsod 
the most important parts of the r.~at€lrinl b':H'.r . !It; ()n V,e present· 

• situation in the International Left Oppo::;ition, and the F:L'onch 
section in particular, hU!J COI:lO to the· following conclu~ions: 

1. 'rhe most. important foature in tho intornal lifo of t.ho 
Intornational Opposition in ti1e past. two y,Jars, hus peon the 

. strqgcl13 to free the movoJrncnt ~roiil tho influence of alien 43 le_ 
lIPnts who paralyzed its ar.tivities by sterile int:·i,.:.ues, dis_ 
torted its principles Dhn practical application, and hnmporod 
its devolopr.ant as the driving force of the proletarian van
Guard. VIe are and have beon fully convinced of the progresnivo 
and revolutionary quali ty of the' s'i..rutJelo for thoSG ends \'thich 
has been lOd by comrade Trotsky. It has been on unavoidable . 
and nccesGe.ry staGe in tho preparation of tho Internntionr\l Loft 
Opposition to fulfill its gr.ont hir;torict.o.sks. Th':: r:ational 
Commi ttee is in full soliuo.~·i ty wi th the nstimnte of this struggle 

.. 

e 

and the pot'spcctives of tho Internntional Loft Opponition out_ ' 
~;~~~b~~ ~~: ~~~~~lD.r ~e~ter of comraue Trotsky under dat~ o~ e .. 

2. The corl'e·ctncss and ncces~i Y Qf thiA struga1e to purgE) 
toe movcrr,ont of alien dlnmcnts is dOr.1onstrutf;)d, amonB othor 
thiI'lJ3s~ Oomong the pOflitivc re:lultA in tho Gorman section nftor 
tho liqllida~ion of the \'1orthles~ intrigu,")s of'LandC'.u I3.nd tho frae_ 
ing of the seotion fer itA actual r3~olutionary tanks. Tho 
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leadership ottho Gorman so ction, wh10h ha.s talton !! h~po in thg 
strugglo against Landau and. his stllrilo fnctiona.l r')girr.e, must 
bo gi ven all pos si bloint(nnat ional . an sis tance and support in 

: its trerrendous rosponsibi Ii ties and opportuni tios; The noceGs_ 
'ity of the stru.Gglo for int<lrnal r::nr;vation.is shown with no less 
'for~e __ although in a nogative manner_by the present syate of af_ 
lairs in ,France. The dernora.lix~tion thero onsues directly from 
the fact that tho tv:o_Y'Jar struggle' has not boon brought to a 
conclusions. 

3. In our opinion tho present situation in the Fre.nch League .... 
which ought to be a mtter of gravo concern to tho entir~ Inter_ 
national Opposition-_is not a neVi one. We regard it rather·as 
'the roar_end of the strug:jle to cl()ar thc section of tho influencc 
of unassimi labIa and careerist olements, which has been unduly 
prolonged. The task thore, as we SC3 it,·is not to seek a solu
tion of the crisis from tho standpoint of tho opisodic qucstionn 
and differences. This only blurs the real issue. V:hat is nec_ 
essary is a decisive course to\':a)'d the liquidation of the crisis 
by a firm stand csainst the·rep}'ef.lcntativcs of tho disintograt_ 
ing tendencies. Among th'3se wo count the loe.ders of the Jer/i sh 

. 'group, and ~e particularly condomn their attempt to set up a 
nationalit!r [tI'oun as a faction '::ithin the Lengt.:.e and their re_ 
"S""lg"n5'tTonrro:nt1ie National Committee in the namG of such a group. 
Such methods and practices ara incompatible \':ith Communi~t orean
ization. No less harmful, in t!13 drrw:n-out internal crisis of 
the wagUI3, have been the ambi gucus und diploma ti c maneuver~ of 
Naville, il3ainst ~hich TIC have recorded ourselve~ in our prev_ 
ious resolution. In our opinion it is most necessary for trn 
French LJai.Suo to brinB the internal controversy to a conclu:::ion, 

• to draw clez..r and precise lines and make a selection on that basis.' 

4. The proposal of com. Trotsky for tho rcorosanization of 
the Internationnl Secfetariat, by constituting it out of re_ 
presentativos of tho m03t important noctions \':ho \'!ill bo re~pon
nible tc, their sec~ions, is the most feasible plan under the cir_ 
cumstances. As the exporience of the past few y'i)ars h~s nho\'!n, 
the Ir. 4 ernational Opposi tion has not yet developed "1.0 tho point 
where a secr·~tariat ba,~cd' on thG selection of porsons __ freo from 
accountability to the respective nections-_could fulfill tho ef_ 
fice. The secretariat munt become a responsiblo body ~tanding 
above. the intrigues and helping to liquidate them. ~e are of the 
opinion that comrade Mill misused tho office of International 
Secretnry and erred fat~lly by identifying himself TIith the fac_ 
tionnl struggle in the French League against the 1(1adcl'sh!lp. 
Ther~by he help'3d to negate tho r:hole progressiv(~ struGGle again~t 
Landau_Naville_Ro3ffiGr and, at the ~ame tim~, und8rmined the auth_ 
ority and discredited the Int~rnational Secretariat. The reor_ 
ganization of the Secrotariat as a responsible body will help to 
shield it againr-t such a fate by rendering it less su~ceptible 
to personal moods and vacill&tions. 

5. The difficultios of, distance, etc., make a timely and 
effective participation of the American L'3aGue in th0 intornal.· 
questions of th·:! E uro p3an so ctions 0 xtreme ly di f ficul t, and pr3_ 
cludo altogether a~y pretGnsions on cur part to play aleading r 

role in thair solution. ~e muut not undertake that; nevertheless 
wo considClr it desirable to pDrticipate more directly in the \'Iork 
of tho International Secrot'al'iat through an eloctod reprosen
tativo and tho National Committee uill propose to seloct su~h a 
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represontative ,of the Amorican lec..guc aa soon as possible. It 
is necessary to acknowlcdgo {~ £Jla~kr,.:''1~ il\ \,jl:j- i)\'tt2:-il.-.:ci"lI\.11 .1<.
't~vities andduti,os, tb.o n2.ture of \,jhich and i~s ba~J.C ca"'Sc.Hi 

- ,have been accurately describod in com. Trctskyls circular let_ 
ter. In.C'lrdcr for our LeCl3ue to ;;0 useful in tho solation ,·f 
the internal problems of the Europ,~cn sections, and to OdUtHt(:.,J 
itself in internationnlism in tho process, it must firmly org<:!n_ 
ize a collective participation. The National Committee ns n 
whole ·must-fi.r.iITiarizc itself with tho international q.uostiCl-~S 
and bring a collBctivc judgm3nt to bear upon them. Tho most 
'impcntant matorial must be trnnsl:\ted and supplied to the League 
m~mbor3hip for information and discussion. 'rhe progesssive 01_ 
em~nts in all sections, \':hich are strUGgling for the liquida_ 
tion of circlQ psychology, sterile intell:ectualism and viI,rth_ 
lQss ,factional intrigues, an~ for the consolidation of genuino_ 
ly revolutionary cadres~ must b~ ,a~~urod at every step that they 
havo a conscious and resolu.:.o ally in the, American V~ague;, 

NATIONAL CQ!',1!.:I TTEE COm.rrJNIST LEAGUE OF 
AMERICA ((JPPOSITION) 

******~** . . .. 

T 0 ALL BRANCH E S** 

Upon receipt of the plenum Qiscussion ma
terial contained in Inter~al Bulletin No.l~nd 21 discus
sion should procced ir:-iI::3C.i::ltcly a:1d terminC:!te ';;ithin one 
month. All mo~bcrs should be properly notified and en-· 
abled to partiCipate in the discussion~hich could pre
ferably ta~o place at a specially arrangea meeting. 

The branches are asked to record the 
votes of eaoh me~ber on all of the various reSolu
tions and the decision of co-optation, tabulate the 
results and send it to the ~ational OffiJe. In ad-
dition to this the branches can, if they so Qusire, 
formulate und vote upon their o"':n resolution on the 
resulJlis of the l)lonum, the issues of displl.te and the 
general situation of the League. 

,.' 
~ The National Oommittee 

Communist League of Americ.1l (Opposition) 

***-----~--*** , 
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IV • .-. 
B~SOLUTlvN ou ~H:: SITUATION IN ~HE, NEW YORK BnANCli 

. \ 

l.--The Situation in the l"iew lork Brunch now ,l-lreSE'1.1"f.3 
itself as one .of the m..:.:.in ,ProbletlS in the internal conso1.5.d.C'.tiOl 
of the League to ghich tha National Committea ~ust devoto ~~acial 
attention. ~he key importance of this. branch in all pJ,nr,t; :~cr U~l 
expansion of the a.ctivi ties and influenca of the L~H;!.gl1.t;.--·;:]"!1ch 13 
self- eviden~Ii--necess ita tes no'!J the ado~t ion 0 f ~ llrec 1s\3 .1/1i"i: i tu:: 
to\1Sr d the nega ti ve as .)ects 0 f the bra.nch .... nd a.·c onsciLHls arld l'e·~ 

. solute struggle to overcome them under the leadership of tha 
National Co~mittae. Alongside uf a conside~ubleincr~nsa in mfffi
borship and a fair im}rovement in activity durine thd pas~ year 

,and .8 half the branch never~hless has revealed the presence of 
serious d·efects and of elei!lents of obstruction to a. further revo·· 
lutionary which cannot be overcome without conscious and porsis
tent efforts on tho part of the League leadership. The r~.(tirb.l 
improvement of the 8i tllation in t;'lS N#J\"I Yorj{ braneh'is one .of the 
prime condi tions for a real advanoe of the League as a Vlho~9 in 
the coming period.' -. 

. 
2.--The main weaknesses of the branch since its incel)tion 

derives from its heterogeneous cor:lposition a.nd the absence ',.Iithin 
it of Clny firGj Broup ca,:>Bole of \'/0ri-::incl con.;:;istenJlily <.,;.nd delibe-

. rately ulong the lJ.ne of tho N.C. i.;.nd ullon ,/hich the l·I.C. could 
rely. ·J..'he branch did not como out of the .Party in l:::i. group ~s a 
result of the si;ruegl~ and the e.Al)ulsio~1 carli ... >aign of 19.?;U. On 
the contrary it ':11:.:.3 built up in ti. ,lirocet;s of individual lec:::llit
men t frorJ the r.lOst di v or5e so ur coa, it :I"IJld from th e bee'! innl 110 a 
heterogeneous chu:: . .'acter, and still rotd.ins it to 8 considera.olo . 
deeree. The non-party origin of SOllia of its wan~ers and the 

. la.ck 0 f pC;i.r ty trd.di tioll and lXlrty co nce,;:lts 0 i others, determined 
the more or less continuous internul conflicts ghich have 
mal'~ed the life of the branch •• i'he groi;l.t majority of the 
struggles which tho N.C. hdS been obliged to cono.ulJt against 
groupings und indi vidua.ls in the uranch havd, been ~ t bOttO~ll, 
struggles Over the ele!!1entary pri nCiples 0 f JOlllClunism in fields 
of theory, tactics and organization. ' 

3.--Ho.ving elimintlted some (thougr! not all) of tho crttd9S~ 
and most obvious non-Communist and even anti-Co\i;munist tundeac~es 
and their represent6.tivdS--in every case, v/ithout 'excetltion, by 
the direct intervention e.r.d pressira uf the i~.C.--it is decisl\'(.: .. 
ly necessary no~ to ta~e further and more rasolute steps to 
overcome the politicul for~lessnass of the br~nch and bring it 
into line with the raqu.ireli,ents of a vunr,uard Comlnunist organiza
tion. The baSic factor militating against this bourse, or at 
any rate, the chief reason for tha tilor/'progress with it--consists 
in the fuct tho.t the branch, up till nO·;I. did not succeed in 
creating, the nucleus of a firm, poli ticLJ.l groul) wi thin the . 
branch which cOI~ld \';0 r~ deli hera tel;{ in. this direction--tand in 
hand Vii th ,the National Cor.1cnittee--C:..i.nd lead the branch on ttO" 
same pa.th. On the contrary, the ~ost prono\lnced and de,finite 
poli tical grouiJing which took place i!l the brG:.nch consist~:: of 
eleruents of the scholastic sttlden't youth type, the Ccrter group, 
who gained a pred::>r.lina.nce in the leud ersh ip of th 0 ~.ranch, :r.adQ 
tI. carica.ture of revolu.tionary conccl)tions, stuubornly resistad 
oorr~ction, and thlls ,fI81'alyzed the revolution,J,ry. develo~Ulent of 

• 
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the branoh and tho 901itical education of its members • 

4. --~ho nC8 e. ti ve and hru:m ful cte-rue ter 10 t~ce 6~ 'bht3 coo;,. e 
:r.t\oo in ~ uco·~~.o~ cr. €I thoi~ poli tiot:.l s t e~i lJ i i!yil. thoi:: podi;.~n 'v10 
etta. c,(lC.d;ot;lio c.:>i..toc.Oh tQ :~:,·o'c:l,9t.~a of the LceeUoi ~ UU!;c:!',('J~iti~ 
oal attitude to·;tard thEl ~'/QrJ'= 0; the organi/;ati0n s..'1d its ler:.6.e:r
ship, intellectualistic tanC:onJies, and tile tendency to sat up 
the younger and less eA!,Jeribl1c;}d COl;u;t.:.des as a sort of control . 
commission over the Hation:;.l Jor:;r.1ittee. 'I'hey huve a perniciou~lY 
sU~Grior etti tude tor,'ards tl:e othor youth cOlrll'aa.es in' the Le~.:1ac 
a.nd on the Kationa.l Youth Cor~·.mi ".:;toe and a decided under-es'bir:.u.-
tion of the leading ca.dras of tho organization. Their p2rsistent 
Carl)ine on the nur.lerous shortcorJings e.nd petty errors llIa.de in tllE
League worl: and in its leading come'.i ttCG fregu.ent J.y ca.u.se::> therJ1 
to overlook entirely the progress the organization has made in ttc 
past period. Aeainst this bud influence, exerted by the:;;e COIil
:rades, p'articularly uiJon tl:e your.ger eleu:ents in the new York. 
bra.nnh, wo have ulrm;ys conducted sharl', O:.lt cOlllrudely POlt;111ios, 
so as to ','/in OYCl: tho I~o.ximurn. col.l.il.boration a.ll those ret first 
under the ir s':ray, wi 'i:;h 0 ut at tem.lJt ing to ,pOl: secu to th eel for the ir 
views or to leave that impression. 

5 .. --Btl. t eXk"e r i ence has de;Il onstra ted t!la t the .poli tj ~;·i.l li·· 
quidation of this gro.up--'ilhich io a condition for tho hea.ltr.y dc
velo.J,",H.mt of th·,3 branch a'1d a rud.ical im,tlroven.ent of its inte::n3.1 
life dnd g0nerul uctivity--reli:.liies d. (;lOre deli,!;~rate, systo:;u::.tiC 
and I' esolu'Ge s truBe,J3 than l.aS been ;']aged up ti 11 no\,/. It is a 
necessary to eXJlain Dore thoroughly, Dore concretely und in ~O:rd~ 
detail the comJlete falSity of the attitude of tho Carter group 
und its harmfulncss to tho org&ni~utian, e~d to deprive it of a 
prodorninL:.tlng ,i)os! tion in the branch lcadc:ship. In the ideolo
gical strtJ..2gl.:.: agl1inst this grouping--\'i11ich GlUst nO','1 bo conci.'J.cted 
more resolutely and more systcoaticully thun bcfora--the N. C. 
must ai~ at the cryst~llization of a definite political nucleus 
which v/ill be able to '.'1or~ consistentlj.' for the Communist develop
ment of the branch in harmony with the N.C. and take into its 
hands the branch leade~ship. It is the duty of the N. C. to 
ass iS~1i tho formation of such a poli tical nucleus and support it 
openly as a.gainst the Carter grouping and the various non-descri~lt 
individualistic elements ~ho resist such a concentration. 

6 .--1'~ht3 tusk no'u is to a','Jal:en the branch to the harmful 
tendency represented by this grouping, to isolate it politically 
and to give the individual cOQiudes of the ~rou~ing a final op
portunity to correct the~selves. In favor of such an eventualit~ 
at least for some time, it must be noted that comrUdEBCaI·ter·, P.sY: 
and Ston,3 presentea. a declaration to the Plenum in v/hic·h they do
clared their readiness to su~port the unity of the N.C. and their 
wi llingness to sa.cri fic e, if r.e C e3 sury, their po si tiona on the . 
local executive cormflittee to that ·cnd. It must also be ackno\,/
ledsed tha.t the comrades of this groupin8 have been active in the· 
work 0 I tho b:-ancrl and loyal to t he organization in i ts stru6gle~ 
inclLldtng physico.l cbnflicts with its enooies. '~hese 'fucts give 
a certain rrour:g. to hopo tfiut the aims of this resolution cun bu 
accoffiIJlished by meuns of e. militant but cornradoly, politic!).l 
struggle, without drastic orga..'1ization ['18usuxes. The iW.tioI1'll 
COtriUlittee ask for the clear and u,nequivoca.l sU.t)port of tho . 

brunch in the fight for this result. Onoe this is firnlly .utta.ln~HI. 
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, the question of further developments ban answere~ by ~he condu~t 
'9£ the Cartar group • 

l.--The stac;nant condition in thd'To:'0nto :Jr~moh, c::n'l th~ 
factors of disintegration ':Ihich l<.:;.tuly becuiJQ .i>radominant /'i..1.~ 
cnlmindted in the disruption of the Bra.nch have 'prir~lI:!,ril~r JE!.~n do 
refloction of tha heavy defJ~ts Buffarad by the Canadi&n C~~munlst 
movement as a v/hole, by'the isoLl t5~n of the Branch and 'i. ~:-~ 
failuro to secure a national basis of the Left Op~osi~ion in, 
Canada. 

2. -- In this si tur~tion the internal .1i£ e of th e br anch 
was spoiled by acrimonious ~arso~l ~uarrels, b~ ex&gg0rations 
of small and episodic ci.iifere:lces, by paSSiClistic n~oodG [J...."ld b~r 
attempts to fix tha blame on indi viduuls for what was 3ssl:1!1tial-
1y a condi tion i .. ,Posed upon the branch by external circtlustu:nces 

·Tho hoterogeneous cornL"osi'~ion of '\jha .dra~ch at its il.ception, 
~'and the failure to weld togethur a u'lore or lass homogunao\ls ';lork

ing groul1 within it, contriDutud h;;)l;i.vil:T to .I.;hG disinti3gxation
process and 10 t it to :t na culmina tine di sruption. 

3.--111, recont L'lon.ths--since the Socond Cu,lroronce--tha 
dIsputes \'.hic.h 1:3.,tl,poared at first to r.t.v6c>urely ./?o::sona.l cha
racter beeu.."l to o.c'-!uira o.politiQ.D.l cont~nt, to lead towar·Q. 
group for:':Kl.tion a.nd a Split. 'J.'he inability of the Bru-ncll tJ,.S Cl. 

whole to find a \'luy out on :i.ts O':ln resot:.rces, and the fa ... lW:0 to 
seek the intervent ion 0 f the l~c,;. tionu.l Co.:.:.::ri. ttae t \'I,U; ltlu.din8 Jlil:.o 
branch to a fa tal dis! Uljti on wl:ich \,/0 ulcl have cOr.:.p::OL1is uU tOne 
Left O.:nlosition in C(Lt1a.da for a long time ~ 'i'ho intervention of 
theU.C. i'lunum occurs at a. moment when further delay would en
tail the most serious conse~u~nces. 

4 ~--Wi thin the branch there ocoured the gracluo.l c=yst~l .. 
lizatioIi of l:;!. groulJing of young cOr.lrn.dc.l3 sor.'!e';/na. t sir.dln.r in 
composition and tendency to the da.rter grouping in the new York 
branch.'£hese corarades, corr.mcncins '[lith a criticism of cor.:ro.d.a 
S.l>ector IS inu.ctivi ty in leuding tha brunCh at one ti!llo-·,[J. 
cri tioiSm \'/:r.ich \'las not r/i thou.t 0. certain justifica.tiion--ocBun 
to develop along the line of 0. ,lJolitical ol)posi tion to him, 8.i1(i 
eventually to~ard the N. C. also. ~his led the~, and the branch 
in which they constituta a majority, into a number of miutukas 
Which only set the branch s till farther back and helped to 
sharpen its internal crisis. ~h.} ou'~sta.nding error in this lino 
Vias the failure of the brooch to sund official delegcl.tes to tile 
uni~ed front conference aBu,inst tho sedi tion la,"/s ,in order to 
avoid a co nflic t, 'iIi th the Stalinis ts, an d tr.C3 sending instea.d of 
an unoff~cial delegate through other organi~stions. ~he stubborn 
rafuoal to recognize tr..e correctness of cotr.r!lde S[IC3ctor IS contra
ry proposals,' and along with ':;~'lP,t tlll3 ce.rvlcss "fili:';3" of, tha 
N.:J.tiorJll COtl;miJlitce '>;3 letters of advice containlng the most deli
berate opinion of a.ll or its rasident members, we::..s the dan[o:r 
signal of futuri3 difficultios \-/ith this grou:!? Just at '\jhs mm:1()!:~ 
of the persecutions. rlhen the Opposition should r.ave !:JhO\'/n its 
faCE) boldly, tho branch allowed the Stalinists to admit thorn to 
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the conference shB~o!acadly. through the baok door--Go to 
and under some other name.' 

5.--This incident, ~"/hich in its0lf n,H~a. not be exaggera.ted) is 
mentioned bocansa of its symptoi;1[:tic character. 'illa l.:olitir.~l 
error itself. ta~r.en tOEather \'li th otht;)rs more or IGSG SeriOLt3; 
the ligh t~hoartl3d rm.nner in which it was [;lr'lde m:d the fo.il!lXO 
up till nO\'I to recognize its sdrious~ess; Juhe rdsista'1ce ~;o 
attemvts at corr"oction. first by corm:o.de 5:JE)ctor :.ln1 lutel' b~,' 
the i'k!.tiona.l CO/.~1.littet3--from these ci:rc;uiil8tances onl;';T onu 00-
duction is ~ossible: this group, by itself, l3cks politlc~l 
stability a~.d is not sufficlen tl:,. sGl'ions in its o.tti·cudd tv\':cu-d 
the LtJague as 0. whold und its r';ationlll COi.ii~\i tte(j, selected by 
the conference. Left to itself, such a groap \'Jou.ld 00 ci:l.pnble 
of compromising the Ldft u •. ~osi tion in a. cooperatively shorJli tim~ ~ 

6.--Havin . .:1 studied the material.and heaJ;'d the oral expla
nation of the rapresentdtivus of both sides, tht) i10num rns a 
fairly clear pictur.e of the sibation and finds it possjble to 
take a dofinite stcnd on ti1a os~cr.t.i.al l.!,uestions in disru'GO" In 
general, and in the s~ecific disputes that hava a politic~l cha
racter, tr.s ~lenum SU;,)I)orts the t8r.den(:j' of cOITU'uda S.,Jecto:' and 
reco[:-H::.onds to tl:e br2.nch th.J creation of an atmotlphora wbich \'Iill 
make it ~ossibla for his pro~osal to be given mora s~rioua consi
deration in tte future • 

7.--But cornxudo "' .... ector 's organi:'~8.tion policy cC;l:J.not be 
Bupported. ,/ e do not rac o/.ini ze the s }ii t a.s necasE:J.ry unO. 0.1- e 
ready o.cco::'1p1:is!:ed, and t:.r.J in no \'my vlilli118 at the presGnt 
time to break off relations with tt~ D~~ority of the orunch 
as ith~s oeiated uptill no~, or to recogni~o tha 3xistenca of 
trio orancr.es. Both groups, t~nd the individ:,w.ls in ouch, r.m8"b 
be given a further OPiJo~tuni'.;~.r to prove thor,wolves as rac:nbers 
of one united branch. Even if it subsaq148ntl~1 transpires tr.at 
some olamenta can:10t bo assimilatecl a:1d ha.ve to '00 cast £,.sia.o, 
it cannot bo tuken for granted no\'[ that a split must ensue along 
the present group lines. ~e ffi14St strive in avery gay to s~vo 
the nucleus we no";! )Hl.Ve, and to limit the losses, if any oeCOtn03 
unavoiuable, to indi vid uu.ls. '1.'hG youth and inex?er ianco of thu 
majority gronping, rlnich militates against its ca.tlcities 'lil) 
lead imd direct tbe moverr..3nt , entitle one to the hope thut~jlt;)y 
cun ;y'et leal'I). and develop. ;nlllt they need is the \"lill to do DO. 
~o those who show (l. rGudinoss 00\'1 to illay J. rosponsi ble IJurt in 
the So lu tt on 0 f tho cr i sis an cl tn.) llnf~ IdinB of the Cum. d i[\L1 

o£,posi tiono.l ;'IOr!~ on ,a new and. higher ba.sis \"l'il1 ruccivt:1 the filII 
comradely u.l:lsistance of thehationa1 CorrHuittee und, wt) are confi
den t, 0 f comrade ;:>pec tor 0.1 so • 

8.--The orgnnizC:ltional con:Hwtion of the ... 'oron~o BraLlch 
with the Lea.?,ue in tho United ~t6.tes is obviously IJ. transitional 
statu of aff:lrs. It is n0coDsar~7 to keep in [uind the a.im of 
crea.ting an o.utonorllou.s Cur.d.dinn r.;ova~:1ent of th0 G.i,hJOsition on 0. e 
11a.tionul scala in the shortest pOSsible timo, and to accolera.to 
the stOll s t o':lard it. But it i'/ould be a er im6 for the 1':0. ti 0.'1s.1 
COwi:1ittoe of tho IJcueu!J tothl"OW offi,ts r.Js90!1sibility. to tho 
Toronto br~~ch in t~e ~idst of its ~rOs0nt crisis n~d louvo it 
to fuco the prospect of a split without u direct u~d pera~ptory 
intervei'ltion. On the contr.Hry. the r;ation:ll Com:Jittee fuolS bour.d 

.. , 
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, .' ',to aSsumo the full al1thorit~T i'rovilied by the constitution ancl t,-= 
, . pr,esent this resolution for tlle Ulllficaticn of the br00l101J. 0.8 ilbSO*,:, 

:;-•.. , '. ,lutely binding, on avaI; be~bar. . ' 

,', . Comrade Krehm t in "the .name of the group he ;opreoented, subm.!.LtHu a 

~ 
numb~r of demands: 

9.--(1) A. clear ex.JlmH!.tion by cori~~ade'Sl)ector of hi'3 
f. 11' ~"t ~'... , .. I, .~~'.:r- -~:-;-;"-:~-f-:-;-;·-·:~. ~o ---~":-::-:-;~r7,..-!!-:: .. "~-:-.. -:; .. a Ut a 0 S-pt;fI.!-. a.., <. .. n'_',:'.!.~.:l-'?.J=--~:.!':~.2.,:..::. ~.!.-.Y_~'~:!.~:.? __ -:':"'::::"_="'::':'_~!:.~_L:,! .. '_" 
t;\hl.'s nS "Ie "n';::.rs""~·-·n- i- .. " .. '.' .. ~ l'''\·lU~"·-,,,~·~·~J' ";'''.l.~'''o·J.,,-·:,, ... o";:,·, ... ;,·,,,·l t#. I ~ • u.. u.\;; ,,~L.l _ 'ttl, , ..... u \"a' .Vl. \"011;,."],,,_ .... .1':''' \4..., li;,.°lj" oJ • ...,... ...t.r ........ 1· ........ \,:u. 

~ 

, I 

by the I. L. j). to pro test to tile Pr emier of a .!Jrovincd 0.3<",; !~~t tjl\! 
Federal Sodi ti on 1;.).','1, eta. Comrad·) Spector ax~'lein.~d thu. to l:L' rl(~:1. ~ . 

along on the delogation'tlithout feeling.convinced either of i';;:;: c.i:f 
ficacy or its political correctness. his' fo.iln.r e ,to speak, an b3 -
explained it to the :t>lo nuCl , 'ij'/t:!S not so euch dosiGn as it ~':a.s indc ... I -

. cis ion as to:ts a_ppropriutenass under all the c iru u=lstances • 
. . 

i 
I , 
• 

J 
;. . ",', 

·1 • 
l , 
• 

lO.--It appears that the i!1C ident has been undul~' magni
fied. It gould be a reslly serious ~ue~tion, like several others 
of a similar chnr~cter which have oo::n l'tlined in the e..is11ute, if 
comrado Sj)cctOl"S intcgrit~' or COLrr .. LP.O o.~ l. revolu.J~ionist ';/ore 
challeneed. But in reply to straight queotions 'iJne'~her a.n~1t~in8 
or this Kind ~cre in~ond~d or ih~liod in ragard ~o comrado S9~ctO:, 

. cO[.1Iude Kr er..w Un5';/t1r~d tho. t they w vre not. 31iminu. tin3 t hi~ ir:[,li
co.tion,;'ihich, it ~.ooo ':lithout sayIng, tile l:ation:J.l COiJ:'Jitteo consi
ders ubsolutel;; grou!1u1es3--there rem~in.3 on1:,' ~he po2itical 0:. t[:.c-, 
tical \'tisdom of the ','Ii, ole ;Jal try a frair' of tr.o Clt"m!'y cielcg:l t ior!e 
Tho d oloen.ti on 1 ts:1f, in Ollr opinion, \'13.:3 u d ubiou::i 13:1 ter PI ic·J m:i 
tho l\clvisnbilUi~,r of tl:o Left (;r>~o~i'~lon p:uticlp::ttine in it i~ ~llso 

, bl ... b \ ~' '.. .... . , "I "I' -quos t~ 0 11:), e. :ia v lr.g a co i;.a a (:-I·?~U cr 0.,,; t[: (: ~J ... c;:[t:J, ... :L a n- - ~';J. -'-.!.l :~::i.:r 
_or um'/illingly--co:::r!lue :l.:)ector shoal.d have taAa.-, D.n ot!ljOrtt!~~l ';,;,r 
to spcak, if for no other raason than to clistin~uisil the Lvft 
OppoSi tion fro!!! th3 cringlng, 1i bordlistic progn:ril of tnt; org~:li
zers of the d.t11eGatio~, h~d the c ircul:1stancos mad.e this pOSf,iJli3. 
Bji thcse opinion~ we do not VI ioh in any ';my to s u!?1i~rt those ';ilio 
may elovatu this el)isode into a I1pri~ciple issi.lIJ" to be hnri'ui on 
continuall;:,'. r·t is our irJpreesion tho.t the e.rial! has al:-e;C,d.:l 
been gi vlJn rao re im.tlor tance than it da5ervas. COClraio Slh)O tor's 
rovolutio!~ary c,:ua.litios hava boen <ldtlCnst:J.tai on nUL"lerOU.3 o"ti:or 
oocas iO:ls and tile fu tur6 \'li 11 lireS'9nt ;i. t~ t eS ts to him 80S \Jell as 
to othor·s. :..'htl affll.ir of the Hvnry Clel::ga.tion signifius n.:,ti:in::;, , 

in our 6pi nion, e . .;:cept a pussible ta.ctic:l.l error v/hich in itself 
is qUite understa.nd.able under the circumstances. 

11.«HA~Hldiation of C\)rJIlln3 Spector's C!ctiOIl in sr.li ttir.; 
~he group ._ :.t,'he il;:)nu~l cia ·;)s not holu co ill:L U Cit> ~llQC tOl' so .1.a.L~' ~ 03-

ponsib10 fur tho split of the group. ~ho matter r.U3 to bv co~si
derod in the light of all the circuClstuncc3, a.ntI :;:sgecia1ly in the 
light of the atti ti.l.d~ \/hich the various comrad3s tat.:a to':m.r d the

demo.nd of the Plenur:l that tha "spli til bo liquidated forth~'!i th end 
the branch ~a reunited on the basiS of this rasolu.tion. Co~r:1clu 

, Spector cOIt~inly dJsorves criticiDm for Gllo~inB c~tters to ~C~d 
to Sllch a point r:ithout a~~aali;;.g ~or the in:~ol'vuntion o~ 'thv 
l~!ltional COlunittt3o. But it is .far r:lora iln.lJort~nt nO\7 to fiy. tr.u 
responsibility for the fature unific2ticn than to detar~in~ who 
shall be blur:lad for tIw disl'uption of the .past • 

,....~ 

, . 
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~his, to our mind, is a .tlr[~ctlc~ 'It.it;}&ti.Oll wbich has ~(J b:: d~ter
minod on the gl:ound. ':rha worl.: to bu crJ.~13x-taker~ by COl'_':ri.l.C!~E;, es-

. pecio.lly by tho expul'lenc~d u.nit highJ.y .. 1 ua.J ifiudcomrc.d'3G, ha:i ~o ._ 
be considored 'from t1:.e t:nit;..ncl,~oint of t:1~ various d3!.l~ .. {\.:!i3 rr.~.j_o u1'o:: ., 

!t~\. -thvm, the relativd iLllportunca of thu tas~s, thd ti::l~ Ht lj~':'t.i.c rl;e
posa.l, special iitnuss, ote. )/0 propouJ that thi'3 c.nd o"_!.~5.l.l:'= 
qU,Jstions, r/hich r·~·-!uirv a calm at .• lOeph;3r-:: ·:.~.nd an objectlve appro-

ach, bo laid asid\l for th~ ti'Ilu being, uni in no casu· b1 L'lc.'ie th~ 
basis for the f:.lctional !lgi t!J,~ i or. in tha next pc~tud.~ Once 'th;, 
unity of the orgalli::o.tion is rcJHto!'Jd snl1 '~;i:e n~)Vi V·Fe-isi l1(i ~f &1cti
vity reflocts itself in tLv r~vival of anthu3i~~~, th~ gr~wtb of 
tha bI'anch, a.nd tho improvEHilafl't of p~rso:lal r.alat.io.:lb, ou.uh I.:I.1.1JS-
tions will solvo the~solv~s wittout uorious difticalty • . " 

• 

•• 

13.--Tho I~ationo.l COIDL:litto~ has no objoctions to thd iJro
posal mad.:) by cor:1rcJ.da Sp'3ctor tht.:. t tho C.l!ludian co.mr.:.:.dl3s of· i"ll"!t . 
towards the i;lublicution 0 f l:. OI.l!l::l.di~\l1 Oppo~i tion or gun on c" -=.ocle~t; 
sco..ll3, at tho outsat. Bat tha pr~limin~..lry condition for S:lch u,n 
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. orgc.n. which is .:a. stop in JGhe direcliion of a.0velo!'Jine r..n:1 c-llton l.)

mous n~tional s.3ction. must ba tho ru-osto.blish[;lunt of norr·lt;.). c~m
. ditions in' thu ~oronto br~mch ..lnd the solidific~tion of all tC\J 
. comr~das on the h3.sis of th a vluVis oatlinad in t hl3 prds\)nt r~solll
tion. 

14.--Th~ futility C!.nd. thtl dangdr of artificiall.y stimull:!.
tins ~nd prolonging pdIsonal ~nt~gonisms , of p-::rp~tu~l rdcri~in~
tions Over mor a or 1.3~s oat 1i v0d inci donts ~nd p,nson~l QuI ili\)
tions of thd p~st, ClUSt no'"" bo c1ar.r to ull tho comr~ci~s of tho 
Br.:.lnch. ihis IO~~d. Iud th.J Br::onch to thd vury brinJ{ of di~c.t;tvl·, 
and r/il1 do so .;;vl3ry tim,J. Cn this rona. WiJ ce;,;.n go no furthor. ~hcJ 
prosp.:wt of U fat3.1 disl'Ul)~icn at thd v~ry L"lor~ont whun vast na','1 . 
par Sl).JC t i vaS ax oJ oponlr.g uPtJe foro th.3 Opposition in CanUCl;.l., \.l..'ld 
noV/forcos of grd:lt signif.i.cancd (~;;.l.oj)om..r.ldj ~r,J iJaing .. :ttrr.:.·otud to 
our hannar, is d g~rning of tho imparutlv0 nacos~ity for a decisiv,J 
nevI t trn in tho intoJl'n~l lifo of the :ar~nch~ Tho Br~ch must unc~r.
ditiono...:.lly stop thcJ pvl'EJonal rocrimin.:.ticns on ali sid08 and O1u~u u... 
nuw start Oll !.l. nlJ'!i fOllndation. ~o !lssis.I\i the J3rc.:.nch on this path 
is the &i01 of thd p~dsant r\lsolution. ' 

15 ... -Tho Bra.nch must bu ro-uni.l.;ed at OnCd. Cor.ll'o.dvs 
Spector and. h.rehm V/CO ~res0ntdd the t~·10 Vi03':lpoints ~t tho ilot1t,1fn 
and pl\;ldgod themselves to support the Q.l3cisions, ht!"le tilo sp\,;ciul 
rasponsibility of ctlO'lunting tho jjr~r.ch togtlthor .:.:.g~in 011 th~ o~sls 
of thisrosolution. :;/e ournl;)stl~' uIJpeul to ~ll tho loyal COt:.lr:!U
nists of tho Toronto 13:re.rich to sll.pport ;;nis wor}.: of uni.fic~I.:~ion 
with all thoir strength Qnd without d~lcying for Gnothar d~J. 

RA~IOHAL CO!;il.iIT~33 
OOMlJUNIS~ LI;}'GUE Of' Ai~!EiaC.A{O?.POSI~10q} 
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nEj?~R3NDUM ON :'h; COOPTIon OJ!' ~no 1~i:!l.J3~nS 
ONZ CAldnDA~Z ~o :tli~ i~ATIOUAL COr.u~I~~EE 

ArID 

:rho docision of tha ~lt:nu::l to coopt tV/O nvw ml3mburs -and 
ono c::md.idatd (Vii thou t vott:) into th cl N::~t.i on~.ll Coml.1i ttoo--su bjo ct 
to a r ofarenduru. vota of tha m(iLabarship--.. ·;~s taken fot' the fo 110'#i:: • 
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reasons : 

1. --To guarcnt do) tht3 pOlic~.L tho Plenum in tha daJ:.?;r. 
v/ork. The full l~ational CocH~;it~ae inclL:.cli,;s sJv,;}rJ.l cO:-''l!'.:.:.d..:~~. of 
racognized ability and influuncu, who liv~ 'at far dista.nces from 
th.;) Conter, and this prevents th;;)ir functioning in the d.::.ily w':)!k 
of the committee. '.llb-e cOIJmittoe directing the League iroel c.n:,' 
to day, th~r afor e, hels up till now bo.;,n uxbi trc.tily compos"d 0 f 
tha comro.dos living in N0V/ YO'l"k. Thu situation j.n this rQ~.:.~\;"!~\t 
commi tt0e t prior to the J?lenW:l, pras untud sn anoITlaly. '~he major·i
ty in thl3 rosidun t t and 'gice "0rs3, cor:lmi tt0';) represont0d j.P, fa-.ct 
a minority in the full coc.mi ttoe ~nd it :qequirod frequent rdCOu.rs~ 
to the aumbersoma t!.nd deluying method of thQ COhlcittoe rof~r.::Jl11u.C'. 
1n order to pa.ss tho necuss£l.:r-y (locisions on the most imp 0..:. tant 
questions. fhus the Intornational resolution wus dolayed for 
months. Tlius, like':lise, tho political fight age-inst thd domoraliz,· 
ing influence of the Co.rter group in the NeVI York bra.nch could not 
be organized under the laudership of the N.C. 

In addition to th~:.tt the main responsibilities of tho 
daily o.dministr; ... tion of thl3 Lcague devolved upon tho minor i ty 
of the residant committeu, nhich could not conduct the work, 
even in small ~roctic~l ~riastions, ~ithout the agreemant of the 
majority or through c::.n n:PPc1ul by r13f0rendufil t~ the full cormnittda. 
Such J. state of n.ff~irs is incempo.tible 'with Comr;mnist org~ni;;.:1-
tion prineipll3s; it h:.:~d to be e:lded one wn.y or anothtlr. l.fol'eoVar, 
it must be rdcognizod th .. 'lt the rasidunt comr.;ittee of fi'Te hud 
como to 0. stcll3r.1~;.!.tl3 end that personnl rel.:.1.tions within it hod 
served to aecentuat13 thv ga~er~l difficulties. 

, fhe t\tti tUdv t2.kan soon ::lftoL tho Q.djournc~lent of the 
Plenum by cOr.lrn.das Shn.ch"ln:m, abern und Glotz<:1r is proof anough 
in i tsalf--if further proof werll nu,)ded--of the;, vJiddom 0 fthv 
decision to increasd the size of the rdsident com~itteo by the 

,addi tion of oorllr~das who consciously sltpportud tho line adont-3tl 
at the Planum. If tho Plenum hud not insisted on this· . , 
guarantee of its ~olicy it would not be possible no~ to 
take a Single stop to carry out and Jxplain the plenum proce~u
ings without a r~farandum vote on each motion. To suvport such 
a state of affairs is to sow demoraliz~tion in tha Lo~gue. 

2.--To b~oadcn tho committee by th~ inclusion of au~lifiae 
new forces, c.:.nd LlUj)·~W i::.~i1.y :v-O" C;:~-{0:??.}:..1G. At thu tlonum, z,r:-(Cpr Jour' 
to it, o.rgUl".i~nts v/ara iiG:0.I:-~u.~Ol;~t ~nu.ildgdd conservativu orE~nizD.·' 
tional policy en tha part of tho,original~erty sroup uhich h~s 
held tho lead03:r.ship 0 f the Ll3ug ue Sino\) its inception, ~nd e130 
a.bout an allegud hostility to the youth. ~ha contention is falsu, 
through cnd through. ~he N.O. fully racogni zas tha nacassi ty of 
e.ssiDting tho,). dovclopr.lcnt of tha no\"/ forcoo \':hich o.ro bains train0d 

. up in tIlv League (~nd of 8i ving qualified rl3presuntutivvs of thc1 now 
forc0s their rightful placa in the leadership. hara it is n quoS
tion, first of the politio~l q~alification end, second, of thc 
personal marit of tho l)(;o,ltJ to be choGlJn. Thu sc;.mo .!:lpplios to 
oldor, mor e exp3r i CI~C cd, CO~lI' £ldos Ylhos a origin ,,'ms some\·Ib.aJ~ dif-· 
feront from th;::.t of the National Committ.3o group. -

. Tho slllaction of tho throe eot.1rcdos ohoson--coa-..I':::.c.-3S B~~s~,:y 
~nd Gordon tLS mcmbe r3, D...'1.d cocr~dd Clarke ::\s c:::.ndidu. tv--is in t~r.d...j~ 
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as ~ dvmonstr~.tioi1 of tht3 ~ttituda of thy ilt.:munl in f~voI of 3 •• dulib0r...;.ta bro..ldenin8 0: tho tj~tiun.J.l Co~.Hdtt.Jd, wi thout! hOi·/o'v"Qr. 

up30tting th-J ducisivtJ lu2.dinS role of tIle 1J~uce~1t ~-::ornuJ .• 'Ii:t~ 
Plonum cor.sidu!"od thu thi:u~ coell'ndos sult:(!~ud .. ~o ba tLJ !'~0~:t qiJ.,"'-
1ifiod, from ~ politic~l ~nd ;Gr~onol sta~dpoint, of ttaG~ ~yajl
~blo in Nun talk for d~ily p~rticipution in th0 ~orK ~nct rCGf~~ci-
bilitios of tho COt;!Ul:i.tt00. 'lhu i'lclnam t~;·:cs full rlJspoi1.~;=~t:i.li.tl 
for this cction u.!ld a.s}~G thtl [ilur.:bu;Lship tc sU.,tli?ort it .JoG tl:a f.tJ(".JS

sary co~plomant to ~ha ~olitic~l d~cisions of thu t1anum~ 

Comrc.d u 3J,s~:y is ,,:, vutor ~n of thiJ AllloJr ic::m Com:J!11n~G i; 
Ir.OVuClunt, no fO:.4r.ci'~tioil ltlu::lbor of ti1v ..t:',:lr"~Y enu .:~lso c.~ for:':Jj~tl.O~ 
memb0r of thu 10ft uppositiO'n. BJfor0 thu I3xpulsions in ~.s28 
comr:;.d0 BL:.sky \'I.;.S th0 l0~cl0r of tho !"ungl..!.:rivn Bi:OUP (;t8.:1~hliI5 on 
th~ platform of tho ~oft Opposition :;.nd the ~ditor of ita pap~r~ 

Comrado Gordon is ono of th~ younger.Bonor~tion of 
.Amoric~.n COr:'.limnists ~7i:oso '.'lholo exp,ni0nco hus bo.:;n gc.inod, in tho 
Loft Opposition. rio idoJntifi0d hiuSJlf ~ith tho LJft Op~oDition 
nhil~ in 3uropo in 1929 and from thoru ~roto corrosponduncJ to 

. 'Tho I.dli t~~r:t. H.:J ~·lo..S formally ;:::;dr.:i tt.;;d intot1:o Nu';l York Brc.nch 
".Of thu Lo:.~guo t~;/O ~TJ('.rs !.lgo. Dospi t u tho co ns ti'~ ut ion:"ll 1imi t~

tion in thu C:J,S,j of cO;r!I:!.dd Gordon (\'1hich r..3qul.r0.3s four ~lv~l'S of 
me:nbiHship in t1:o Cor.:r:ll.:.nist th)li tic.:.l UfJVo::!0nt, of i"/hich, t·,/o A 
yoar;:; sh;111 be in .~ 11') Lo.~g 11.3), th \) 1'1 anum dGC idod tor 0C O[;,::1ond _ 
him for tho N.C. on thu follo~ing grounds: In our opinion ho is 
ono of th0 most (lunlifi0d !.md [':IOst r~spom,;ibl~ of the yo~ng0:::' 
comrndos in tho L02.g~O. liJ 1::":'8 ~orvo(J .:.:..s fiold or~~mL';G~ in 
Boston, J.nd for tho .t;C,:.G-:; cix 1;lor~·~r.s h~~s b.J.Jn ono of thJ t:i:::~in3t~~~!S 
of tho N.C. in }~eoping th0 r;.:-.tion:~l 0ffi00 np]J<.:.::::::.t:.lS in ::\.li1("t.ion·· 
ing ord0x. His off ici3nt o.nd io.i thft.l r/or::. on t h.) i,i.} lit:~n"~ h.lS 
beon r oSJ?onsi 'ole in ;.l l:.l::go cnO;).fJ u=.) for its r v3ular-u~)po;j.I-~::-rlc0 
thxoughout thv \"/ho10 fGrlod sincu th.J fixfJt of tha 'juc.r. llho HIC • 
considors his collt.l.bor';.~tion [..8 [:. r:ivmbtll' highly dQsir~blu. 

Comrud.:) C1Q.:'..';':0, V/no is raCOh,fl1dndod as a c::.ndid3.to to tho 
• Nn.tionc.l COI~lr.:;{~-:;;:rCt is-'':i.lso a YOl.A.th cor:U'.:;.da r/ilo hus bolong0d ta 

thu Opposition sinca its incu;Jtiol1, end .t'rior to th:J.t VJ:lS.). r!JJlnbor 
of tho Y.C.L. Ho has sorv~d ~s fiold org~nizar in Cloveland in 
1931 and in the mid-n0st in 1931-32. 
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