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Communist Laagu.c of .Americo. (Opposition) 

---Issuod by the national COf:!:litteo ... --

For l.!ct:1bcrs Onl~' • 

. ~oblo of. Cor.tents 

• 

l.--Stnte~ont of Aborn,Glotzor and Shachtwan on tho 
Results of tho Plenum. 

2.--Reply of tho l;utiont.). COtlWittoo to tho l!inority 
stntocont. . 

3.--Dccu~ontary· !~ate=ial for tho Discussion (Letters 
from ~rotsky to ~:o. tion:l.l COc:li ~litoe I to Sh:lchtlI!!ln a:J.cl 
from Sh:lchtt'l!ln to ~rots!~y). .. 
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!!! RESULTS, ~ ~ PLENt.r.li Q! !@ NATIONAL Cm.!!U'ITEE - - .... -.~."t~. ;:': 

1. The Plenum of the National Committee of tho lJ3ague held . ~;~ 
on June 10, 11, 12, and 13, 1932 nas oalled together to discuse , "') 
the disputes which had arisen in the Resident Committee in New . 7:::: 
York. It established the following facts: . . t-

a) On the essential'questions of pl':imciple and policy of 
the League, there exist at pres')nt no fundamental differences 
of opinion among the roombers .of the National Committee. 

b) On the situation in and devolopm9nt of the Internat~onnl 
Left Opposition, particularly in Europe, it Vias shown that in 
sPt~~ of contrary assertions, a unanimous line exists in the-Com

'mi ee-enaoIIng the plenum to present ,for discussion a single 
vie"1point. 

c) On the si iiuation 1n the New York bl'anch, the discuss.ions 
at the Plenum reveale.d that the cha!'ge of an "Opposi tion Bloc" be_ 
tween the undersigned and the Carter "group" was unfounded. 

The last two points were the ones rafsed in the Fesident Com.. 
mittee during the pre_Plenum discussion as questions requiring do_ 
cision. The fact that the plenum was able to adopt unanimous )'9_ 

solutions on both questions, on the one hand makes possible a calm 
and objective discussion of the situation in the League, w}thcut 
exaggerations or factional polemics, and on the other han,d', elim
inates the danger which threatened us of a sharp factional strtltmll? 
in the absence of any clear ly_defined or fundamental di fferencofi 
of opinion. 

2. The friction and lack of collective and effioient col
laboration in the Resident Commi ttee did not originate \'Ii th tho 
disputes over the international ques~ions or the ·New York brnnch. 
situation. They have their origin in differenceA and antagonioms 
existing in the Committee c~o~ for a long period of time over 
ques.tiona relating to the tempo of the Opposition's devolopment 
in the United states, the manner of administration at the center, 
the re lations betvleen the Commi ttee and the membe"ship, and the 
interpretation over the character of the American Opposi tion. At 
times, in the past, these differences assumod an extremely acute 
form, sometimes they appeared )nly as shadings of opinic.ns or 
emphasis. The first F:.enum ot' the National Committee in 1930, 
w ... thout adopti ng any reso luti ons on the di s putes, neverthe les s lai d 
/',he basis for eliminating them as a hindrance to the vlork of the 
leading committee. They Vlere further eliminated from an active 
place on the order of the day by the harmonious collaboration es
tablished in the Committee from that time until the convocation 
of the Second National Conff.3rence last fall. The appearance of 
the whole National Commi ttee wi th unanimous resolutiol"s was an in
dication of the progress made towards ovorcoming the difficulties 
of the past, and promised an even closer coordination of efforts 
and sounder political unity in the future. 

3. Tt.e previous ly unannouncea intervention of com. Cannon 
again~t the report on the International Situation in the Deft Op
position, unanimously assigned to com. Shachtman and against 
which no criticism had been lcvelle.d when it was deliverea at .the 
New York branch, as we 11 as the stre~uous opposftion offered to 
the ~roposal that com. uewitt be added to the inooming National 
Committee, created a breach in the collaboration which had ex
isted up to then. In face os this 5i tuntion :X7.xXXWI:, all tohe mam.. 
bers of the National Co~mittee ggrced to grant com. Shachtman's . 
request for a leav~ of absence. In addition to other reasona that 
had no relation to the situation in the Committee, he csked to be 
givon the leave in order thqt the difficult condi tions engendered 
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. or moderated, and a more effictive collaboration bo resui.£d 1:1 tho 
Commi t tee. 

, , ., ' 

o • 4. Towards. the end of hi's stay' in Europo, coo, Sbachf;·man ::"0_ 
.... plled to a request from corn. Trotsky foZ' hifJ p'.:n'S0:10 1 vi~\';s. on 

the si tuation in the French Ligna \":i t.h a le ttel" f:-o:~' F:$::':.ti on 
Doc. 1, .1931. The views e xpre s eo rl in this l~tte l' CaU~:e d ~o~. 
Trotsky to request, upon Sh":;.ht~l~nl r; J'f)tU!'n LI') !-:';:\'! York; th~t the 
National. Com:TIittee declaro whet,h.er or :"l~t it, r.h~\l.1 i·,h3.10 epin., 
ions. The Commtttee of Cc.l'.rSe ret>Ucd th:\t. th~s'~ VU;\Hi rep:'efiRrlt_ 
ed com. Shachtmanls pcrsonnl o~j~ion •. Cornr~d~ Shac~t~en ~t t~at 
time considcreu that the situ.:li.)on ~'ihj.ch \'!~S b~i.(le. cceat~d in t:-:13 
Committee made it impossible for h:m to co.nth:ue in thu reopom;lble 
post of editor Which he hn~ occupied cp to then~ 

5. In spi te of the assertions and rumors ·c.-'nc~rnil"g thf' CY_ 

istence in the League of a Navi llist or sC'ml._N;.~.vi lli:;t or L::it_ 
daUl:;t tendency, Which were curro:--t nt th<'.t tir.;(.: in Nc':: YD:r:.:~. cc~·. 
Shachtmnn refusc·d to make u s tatclr.;:}nt of h;.f: ~.:;s5 +,ion in the Cc:;t_ 
mittec in Jrder th<:.t it might not bf.!COr.:3 the obj'3:-t of r..iscc'r.st;~ltC_ 
tion or dL.pute in the Loague. This ~rroneOl).s ~jJ.cr.~·;), hl)·:;e ... ~r: 
did not clear up the situ ..... tion a.nd r.mde it pc~~ib;.e f~r " i'r· .. l;Jfj 
interpretation to p~ PLlt upon his poni tiona His mir.t.nke, his 
actunl,position with regard to tho Internntionol Opposition, as 
,':oIl ap the question of thc letter of roc. 1, \"I~re cOlilpl~\'cly 
clarified in the staterrant r;;r\de bv com. Sh<'.chtr.in.n to the nlr:l!1ur.l 
on June 12, 1932. COr:iS. Ahern and Glotzer hwl already made t.hnir 
posi tions olear so:r.e time befo~'e then, \'lhcn tho National C:>r.:_ 
mi ttec \';as cn~~ged in c1raf':.fn:; a rc~olut1,.,n 0:1 the I:1tcrnational 
question. Th'1'1 r,ubr.:ittod their araft,s ef a rC3D1l.lt:!.on b!)C~llSe 
thoy found thc~lGe 1 vo s u:1~b l~ ~o agree \':1 th tho mot.i ;.ration con..
tained in tho d~aft ~f cl)m. Cannon. 

6. Tho imr:ndiate caU<.ie fJr tho p!·ecip1tut.icn of the dispute 
. in the Cor."!mitt3t1 \'las the ai3cUs~j."n \'thich ~l:-C:'?'~ ... ·dtJrin it ovnr the 
articlo \':ritten in "Th'3 '.aUt;~:\~.1 'r:iy C0ri •• S'tabl)CK l:'\ -reply ~.o that 
of COM. Carter in "Y·:':Jr.g Sp~!'tt\~uc:! i\t trlc onJ (;i .~ :-;t.at;::"r,ant on 
the historical contro\'or~'y ov~r th·.) Z~Gcls' fo"'t!\'i~rci of l8~5, (''):11, 

Shach tman als 0 re plio db:&." iuf ly to ac Cl1~ n t 1 01"~~ t ha t !}:l,cl t·.'!·~n ~~nd.c 
against hir.1 by corns. cenn(ln ur.d. S,'W!l,H;t': in a pr~v:to'.lr. GOir:r:i tt·ee 
meetine \':here tho Eng~ls d:i.r.f'Ute:: \'!;:l5 d·j!;C9s.:~ed. )'~g;!rdj~t:; his 31:.. 
leged attitude towar.·tjr: Naville and L:\nd~.l)., ThL, ~n tUJ"l'l brcl·.g.r:~. 
forth a lcnsthy d6ci.Jr:".ont· t',' (;or.~z. CnnriC:~ :tnd S' .. :abC1c:k, ~i!\: ch Oilcll t 

·not only \"lith the :~n~c15 cont.!"ovnr~y, bll~· pl°il'r·a:,:-ily \·:;;'tr~ other 
points: :the internat.j or.al qtt(;::!t.icn. !!~rl th;: N(!\,: Yon\. !p:~·"\oh~ ,Th~ 
disput.-eover En,;els \7:lS t,ht'r.::i:ij' elll~r!:eu ·Ii~ c2r.\Orac:~ otr.f::r, iilore 
serious and pertir.:::nt: q'l~:3:'io~'l) and cr.~rg;;s. In their stn1~\;;I;:.3nt" 
the comrados dl)cl~tracj tbr.:t 1.hQ~r dis!'lli.tc;; '.'Iit,h C\~iiJ. 3had~t::'\an b~L. 
san 0. year or more t1,:~O 0:-: int.~:r~1at.ic~lal qU~~tio;1S. cr.d t.bat tbero 
has be3n a "steadily ~ev~lopins divcrgenc~ over quostion: ~hjch ~e 
consir.!cr decisive for tho fl.1tU.':'c1 of c\.!r l:-:"'!, .. n·,t:n't I', . Th(~ 3t.).tc:r.~~1t 
wao .150 mndo that the undQr~i~~~d had teen supp6~ti~r or onc~ur_ 
agins the Carter group i~ the l';~~'; Yo:."l~ bi.'o.:'\~h.· ~t. the S":~3 til:-.3, 
com. Cannon advanced tl:o irlc:\ th.:\t b. ~harp ft:.ctional nt.t'u~~gle ',';ould 
now break out in the L<:~ai,u'3, rl)q\.ll'it\~C'. definitivE. flolution and 
ondanue ri nG the cxi s to nC3 ,J;.' th:l Vo~' i ot:.s un'lertf4kings ~ = .. ~i li tant., 
UnsGr Ka;npf, etc.) to which th'3 T..,'3ague had pr·c[;r3r-sed. 
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sertions contained in the 'document of com. Can~on anJ 3wabeok 
which wo did not and do not· consider co:rect i'n any rt)opect.. In 
a,reply to it, therefore, we outlined that Internal \love 10p.Mot· 
and, disputes in tho Leagua for the, pas,t period in crde:.- to sho.~'f 
tha 1. ·the conte.ntions· of corns. Cannon and S\o:abeck did not corres_ 
pond to the rcal situation." Whi 1e pointing out whore the d1 i.'f_ 
erences had originated, and bTin~ing foruard a nu~ber of crit_ 
icisms. of the work and conduct of the Na ti ona 1 Coomi t tvo, \'"It) point 
cd out that whataver diverjonces exist on a number of questions t~_ 
'day are of an embryonic, and not clearly dofinied nature, which 
mLlst not be axaSBerated or' forced, consequ'3ntly, we concluded, a 
factional struggl~ in the League must bo avoidod so that tho or_ 
ganization shall not be torn by an intornal disputo in tho absenco 
of any political or principle differences of major importanco. 

8. On the ground that the differences were so irr~concilable 
that a Plenum of the ·National Committoe could not solve them, 
coms. Cannon and Swabeck proposed nn immediate discussion in the 
lIH!ciue and confer~nce to follovf directly after it. VIe porp'lsed 
em imm.3dj.ate plenum so that the full memborship of the Nationru. 
Committee should fir~t have the opportunity· to discuss and decide 
the disp~ted questions. The affirmative vote of all the t'ut_of_ 
town membersn tinaily made possible the holding of ~uch a plenum. 

9, At the Plenum, the Committee enaaged in a thorough and open 
discus~ion of the internal situation, ~hich could not avoid an 
extre me sharpness at ti me s. /-\ t the end of t he~ ~ di S cU!J Ri one, it 
\,:as clear that every possibla mea~u"a had to be taken to avoid a 
factional struLmle in the organization which would unwarumtedly 
rendar it ir,effactive for the coming period. In view of the d is_ 
putes, however, it was also decided that the ID3mberf:hip shall have 
adequate opportunity to discuss tha oituation for a fixed roriod, 
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at'the end of v:hich the resolutions p:esented by the Plenum should Ii 
be voted upon and the organization a: a whole mcbilizad for tho ur_, ~ 
gant tasks that confront it. ThaL this is desirabla and possible i 
is shown by tha- fact that tha elimiJ'lation of the sharpC"'st points' .":.1,,, 
of contention and tha aclinowledged absal"lce of c'eop "poli .ical differ_ 
ence's, hava laid tha basis for a re_establishrr.cnt of a functioning i 
collaboration in tha laading committee, \'lith the positive results 1. 
for tha Lee.gua as a \'Ihole which this implies. r 

10. The Internationnl Quention at the Plenum. After a lngtl({ '; 
discussion on the suoject, com. spa-ctor-i-ntroducea a co:n!l!eto'l'a_ ,j~" 
solution on the international question which reprasented our point I 
of view. Oom. Shachtman, in order to clarify his position on the 
question and bring all misunderstandi~Js t~ an end, introduced a 
statement of his views. Com. Glotzor :!.'egarded the rosolut~on of 

j': 
;' 

.' ~ 
,; 

com. Spe ctor more adoqua te and there fore Vii thdrew his origina 1 draft ' 
in support of the former. Com~ Abern's draft, \Thich cOIn. Spector . 
had ori-ginally considered more objective but insufficiently motivate'd -. 
and rounded, was also withdrawn. Both of these withdrawals were ' ~ 

- mada wi th the aim aspecially in mind to take the intarnational quas_ 'j 

tions out of the realm of any pos~ible factional oonflict and to ! 
present the membership and the International Opposition \,iit.h a singl ; 
document which would actually reflect 1:the fact that a unanimous view; 
really exists on the fundamen~al quentions of the Loft OPPosition in 
the National Committoe. For the sam03 reasion, all the comrado3 con.. ':j 
sentad to vote, not only for com.. Spoctor 's roso lution ViaS then un.. 1 

'animcusly adopted at tho PlenUM. This makes it mo?'e than ever pos_ 
~iblo to diricu-ss tha interna.tional questions and to draWl the valuabl(. :1 



:7 :1'f.I &8aonJJ from the int.rnal c!evelOPlll3nt:' in th~ European Opp""ition 
/''!J, in «n entirely objectivo manner, free from factional considorations 

,. ,and distortions. In thi3 respect, therefore, the Plonum held a most 
,. ( posi ti ve value for the coming periodof the Leaguo. " -

.. 

, 

) . • 

• 

• 

,', 

.,~ ( 

!." 

II. The Carter QUGstion. On this question too there W~D a , -

lengthy d.iscusslon, partlcipated in not only by CcC".:nittec mcr.:bo:'r:, 
but also by com. Carter who made a statement of his pOf::i tlv-" .... 
discussion revealed th3.t the assertions ,originally made ccn·,)::~::; ..... 
tho vie\'ss on this point hlJ ld by the undersignod did not c~/r::.·('\s ponel 
with their nct,ual sta.ndpoint. At the ~e end of t'he discus.:;iol1, 

I· 
! 

com. Shachtman introduced a resolution on the Carter "grguplf, whioh, 

L 
i 

; 

while it did not agral'J entirely with ev~ry aspect of the views held 
on the matter by corns. Cannon and Swabock, VIas neverthcles~ accept_ 
ed by tho la.tter as a draft basis for, a 'unanimous resolution. The 
statement made by corns. carter, stonG and'Ray; also served to nelp 
clarify this disputed qL!estion and made possible its sr.eedy solu_ 

" , 

tion in the coming period. :-
.~ .. . 
~ .. 

12. Towards the end of the sepsions, coms. Cannon and Swabeck 
demanded ~f the undersigned the formal w1 thdratlAl cf til:') dfJCUtl03!".t 

wo had drawn up ill ra ply to their s tatemcnt of 
~ , 
; 

During the Plenum, the· statemants made in our document were net 
tak-en up or replied to by the other comrades. In view of the 51 tu;._ 
tion, the comrades declared that unless the document were wi thdrL\.'Il. " 
it Vlould involvo such a reply on thoir part and consequent discuss_ 
ion i.n the League as qould th.row tho organization jnto a faction::) 1-
atrugg13. The points raist:ld in our doculr~nt \'fere prosented to tc::h 

'Plenum chiefly as L\ reply-to tho orroncOUO' assortions made in the 

, ' 

first document of corns. Camon and S\"/abeck. In vie\'s of tho prac_ I' 
tic"l agreemont' that had been r')ached on such issued as the inter_ I· 

. national qU'3otion nnd tho Now- York branch. making possible the eL I 
1mination of unfqundcd charr:;ed previous ly made; be cause of the in.
dications that such a discussion cHi qould follo\'l on the document and :1 
the proposed reply r:ould involve u factional battle in tho Inague; !' 

and in view of the understanding that the original document of corr.s. ~j 
Cannon and Swnbeck vlould not be presented to the m?mbership as Co j 
basis for discussioI1-_the undersigned announced their decision to .:1 
\,lithdru\1 the) docu:nant formally from the Committee's records, without". 
however renouncina any of the views expressed in it. This mtion al. t-

ao, we believe, \'Iill have the effect of averting an 'acute strugglo ; 
in the League and making th3 coming discussion ~n objective ono. ~-

13. Tho Co_ol~tations. We have alreqdy expressed our'vie'-l":point I 
on this action of tho PIemirn in a staterr.ent presented to the Commi t_ ! 
tee. The addi ti on of t\":o new me mbers and one candidate tP. the Com... i' 

'mittee at the present time, is an nction Which we cannot support. 
The additions are not made upon the basis of mor.it primarily, for 
there are half a dozen other comradec in the Ne\'1 York brapch \"fhotakc ' 
precedence in this respect., It is not in accordance wit!1 the reso_ 
lutions adopted by the Plenum which showed a poli tical harmony and 

I· 

do not warrant a tendencious changing of the composition pf the Co~_ 
mittae for tho purposo of gaining an automati'c majority for one side 
in the'Committce against another. It' can tend only to perpetuate a 
division in th'3 Comr:litt3c in~tec.d of broaking It do\"sn. \'.'hilo· oppos_ 
ing thoso additions, \'10 at tha sar..c time announced our x!:I:L\:I!y5:~zx 
~X~KRi decision not to make this question, re3ardless of the vote 
cast on it, .un iSSUG for st'larp factional dispute in the League. 
Hovsever, we cannot support it any m»ra t han vIe C<;) uld support it in 
the session of the Plonum. 
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14. The Edi tors hi 0 of .. The Ui li tant 11 • In vievI' of the lia ui cL. 
ation or disputed i,ssuo's at tho ?lcnur.l,' corn. Abern thereupon 'pro_ 
posed towards the end of the sessions that com. Shachtman reSU:T.c 
the post of edi tor of' liTho 1.';i li tant" \'shich -he former ly he ld. All C 
the comrades of the Committee as w1311 as com. Trotsl{y -in his letters _j 

here, had p:r'evious ly doclared that there Vie!') no political objec_ 
tions to com. Shachtm~n's continuation in the editorial post. Al
though com. Sbern's motion failed to carry at the Plenum on its-firot 
presentation, com. Cannon announced at the same aesflion that, hav_ -
ing reconsidered the question, he would also pl;'op'6-j.:;-e-'that.-"crom • 

... Shachtman rcsurr.e his fo!':no)' position. Tho Plenum as a vihole there_ 
upon favorable upon the proposal. This action, lil~e t,he resolutions 
on the international question ~nd toll'=: r-!ew ~~or!:: r' ench, helps to re_ 
move another ~gurce of di ffl3rence in the Com:ni ttce and mr-kea pos_ 
sible the consolidation and functioning of'the Committee on a coll_ 
octive basis. " ' 

15. The Toronto Branch disDute. In the discussion \'Shich foL 
10\';ed the reports 01' coms:--i{rerJ.land Spector on the sitlH~~ion in 
the Toronto branch, the Plenum decided to support the p. 't.ical 
tendency represented by com. Spector and to reject the ,dpGint 
of the otlier section of the Tor onto branch. The resolt: ,on this 
question \'f.ill mnlce it possible to cer.:3nt and strength0n ,! Opposi_ 
tion in Toronto, and throuBhout Canada, laying the basis lor a re_ 
unification of the branch und the developrr,ont towards an increasi.nB_ 
ly autonomous und eventually independent Opposi ticn 503 cti on, such 
as "ms 'originally vinualized in the constitution of the l.J:)ague. 

" i 

,I 
f , . 

, 16-. The E~~els COI!~E.?~E:!Y' The Plenur.l took no, position on 
the controverny cv~r ~nce!sl Icreword of 1895. It did, Ko~ever, 
make provi~ions for ~n objective discussion of the historical and 
theoret,ical aspcts of th0 dispute, unmarred by polemical, internal 
sharpnl3ss such as has p~'cventcd the Loagus grom doriving the maxi_ 
mum of educational va~ue £rom the controversy, 

( j' 

I 
i 
I 

Ii 
{ 

'i 
i~ 

The unavoidable preoccupation of, the' Plenum with internal dis_ I 

putes did not make it po-ssible to to take up a number of important ~ 
questions of our work in general. This defect can be OV'3rcom3 '-1, 
most~peedil~ and effectively if the discussion which is to folloTI ~ 
in the hranches is organized in an objective manner, mlmly and wit!;. ! 
out actimoniousness or sharpening of the situation, and if it is '~'I',' 
dominated by the desire, expressed by all comre,des, to prevent the 
crisis'with uhich ~e were threatened and Which the Plenum took thO 
first important steps tci liquidate. Such a discussion will be of 
benefit to the League, particularly if it comes out of it \'sith 
serried ranks and a conviction that the basis exists and must be 
broadened for a rapid progress of our movement in this country. 
All developm'3nts point to increased possibili ties for the growth of 
the Opposition, for a mora energetic intervention in the class struB
gle for which the past propagandistic ~ork has prepared us, If ~e 
act in accordance with the responsibilities that confront us, \';e ( 
will be able to utilize these possibilities to their maximum for 
the furtherance or our cause .' __ 

MARTIN ABERL'J 
A L8ER T GLO TZE R 
MAX SHACHTI!J\N 
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REPLY OF TH3 lTATImTAL COU:\tITTE3 TO TH3 MINORITY STATZ'..im-:-T 

!he statement or COr.lradeo Abern; Qlotzer and Shacho/jr,~f;.il. 
which I>UJ:llorts to give an account of the procee,dings', ani\. ·r~·· 
sults of the 1'lenUJ!l, in reali ty dist orts and falsifies' ther.!. 
It ~ttempts to re~resen~ the 1'1anttm--wh1ch rejacted the1r 
standlloint on all tr.9 essential questions--as a vindicaJ~i.on 
of thei~ rejected ·:p0sition. By this fa.ct they de::lvns't"!"~t.·e: that 

, the c::han":es ·of' pos1 tlon v:hich theymadtl at the plenum dener~.- I 

to be considered ~erely as'tli:plomatic rr~neuvers &ld cannou U~ 
acceptea in go od 'f'a! the Tha real aim of the ~at.emen t is to " 
clrcmvent the Plenur,l. to restore the sta~'e of' affa.irs in ti~e 
Comml '!itee to tha' \·iliIcn. trbijained before· the l'lenur:l,' and to, 
hold together a faQ~~ona~ grouDingin th~ League as a sup~ort 
tor such an atti,tud&. 

mE'INTERIU.TIONAL Q.U3STlmTS' 

. On this point--the mos t irnporta.nt issue in di s!'ute-·-the -
statement Says: "It was shor/n that , All S1l1"t~ of .~conijre.:'y 
ass·ert~ont. t a unanimous line exists in 'the Comthi '" )liee. iT ( O'llr 
'empnasis) • 

, 
rn .;his presentation o~ ths question ;they seek to pass 

off"the ~~st serious dispu~es in the Committee as' nothing'at 
all, as mare "coni;rary as'se!"tions" ap,ainsi; corr.raci.al::: who I'lera . 
in full agreement wi ~h-the-si.iandpbint of the Plenum all F;.10Ilc.~. 
This' is :d ....... r.-:t a. cOlnl)letef falsification of the Vlh ole r.1a tter. It 
is ~ at~empt to deceive ~he member~hip in order to cover u~ 
comrade Shach'tma tit "Tho bronght his factt 'onal war aeai nat the 
National C·om::lktijae· into the .oDen in p-rotest again.st the :po
sition ta}:en on the Int-:?rnatior.al quest.ion. . . . 

- Here ag'ain,' ,s in the five-months t cohflilJt which Dre
ceded the Plenb.m, ccr..rades Abern and Glotzer a.re playi115 the 
pernicious role of "f!'iends" a.."'1.d "protectors" of cOl:'.l:3.de 
Shach'f.ir..an im tead of responsi ble OOl;,.r:iullist leaders- ~e eking 'to • 
c!arigy po1.icy in order to protect 'theintere'sts of thIMov~ment~ 
Innthis they only follo~ the ex~la of oomrade Shachtmnn, 
whO got hirr.self in;rolved in such fatal blunders and brought 
so mu-eh harm i.iO the 3uropeal1 sections of the Left OpJ.)osi ti o!! 
out of personal conslci.erations and sycpathies for 'individu~l~ 
Who· obstructed th e developmen~j o! the Oppos"1jiotJ. b;r their 

. careeri!st ai!!'!s and rforthl ~ss inJ..;riE;'u.es. The fat al logic 
.' of per s'onal c Ii que !ornati ons, is illus ij rat e d in every line of 

the dece; tful staterr.ont of Shachtmal1, Abern and Glotzer. 
" ' -

Yes, frota a formal standpoint Ira 'lUlanirnous l~ne e::<:10ts in 
the COtr..'nittec." on the ll'i1icrm.:.1iional questions. ~l1is ~~'Vfas , 
sho\"1ll" at the PJifnu.-a by the unanimous adoD1ii on of the resoluJlii en 
BUt only-after Shachtman.'Abern and Glot7.er had retreated !ro~ 
their -prertous si.iascrnoint a~.i'"~ed. for t1:e ori2"i~al :COH':-'-:
olution of ':;he ~.a.tior.al Cbr.-mittee. :.i:Ac:l.1i is why there is a 
"Wl3.niIr.ous line." . : 
. But- inst end of' saying- so, o]enly ·and honectly. in the 

, ~anler of Cb~unis~s ~ho are sincerely atte~Dting to rec1iify 
ail error'ana. safecruard ar~'ainst 11;li re1)etition; cbr..rade3-
Shacht0:.11 seo}<:s a ~·.'ay out of tho' diffioulJ:jY by the sir.:,le' 
expedient of denyincr that· thero evor Fas any. clafferences. In 
this, un~'!orthy f;i.;ratagem he haa the a.ssisijance and support 
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of comrades Abcrn B..'Y].d Glotzer· v:hose "J;lrotcc't10n,f of OOT!X3.iV: 
Shacni;l;ie.n had-E:olraady ledt tl:em to co-oper:ti.ic with hin&'in the 
obatr;'H)tiol1 of t1i.e Comrnit~jcels- inte:'4 vGntiol1 on the internat .... 
ional ClUeS~.i ioriS 'ior ii ve months b~f ore t!:~' ?1.e::}.'1l.1. By t'hie r • 
explanation 'of the Plenum de'cinior~n, th·~ir l,'ihol:i clJnd.,~.ct thdl'~
in:; lu.dil'~~ their vO~j'er for ti"o.c NO reBolnti on or. the i.1': teri1 ~.t-
i on~,l 'queB ".ii on- .. st e.r.rps i t:::elf- as a rr. e-flet.V'~.l." tc~ ga.~.i1. ii.me 
and shield ther.mel",·es f.rom a d!)rect COlld.;;:tl~'l:.\tior.. l>y the Plenum 

-lhe (U.ffG:ce110o~: oYe!' th~ in~.i ern:?t ionr..l quont!~o:n.s. which 
"/or(· q "JJ, t 0 1'nnc c}J:':ent HI C;11!~·:,3.. he.\" e be ell no 00!:1111.1l t (11:y • a r.d 

s(j-·cor!.7inci,nr~J:y es'i8.r.lishec1. in ~;he doc1.i,;':.entR a.!\i l4eco~'clH (·f '; 
tne COlr.j';;i t i;t3L'l the t no grour.:d. i:;::-laf";i f01' ci.ot'.I'>t 2.e to now lr.;)' b.,. 
te1'n r eally c·~ ood i)e:!:'or 0 the l;)~"cl'iUJ:lo Ini;he dO''J~mer:t cf M<lr'ch 
28, en~~i tled '·Il;,~~erna. tiol'lal Prol)ler:lo of ~,j, .. ~ COl":l:·,1:'..nist Le::~~:;ll';' 
of ,t.l'wtica (O!>])08ition)", nighed b~l cor.u.'aii.es S\'j·a.oe·;!k ai,tt . 
Cannon, thEl oriGin and essence of thin ciicImte, whtoh CClr'!'::'4a.dd 

Sbar..:'l~;ma.n' has tried to sidetrack \,li ~jh his V6n(>n10 11D pOl~]:lic 
in cloi'en3c of Crodjer, v:as clea,:,"1y 011 i,li1.el1. Gor:1l4·.l~lQs \'.'h~ 
.. ·.11:111 to trace tho dispute to i ,,"S rooiJ S c.l' e referred to thls 
doc'u1fl:~nt rThich retains UjO valicUof.iy i;'1 all r:H~l)ect:·J. :Ln . 
o.l:'der to e.\~oid rCDetition ''Ie ~;h.::..ll li.mit o1.tr!JslYca !:cre ~.iO tha 
ci b;tion 01' 'records and c10cUT:1(:nt ~'Y l,)rooi's ;:Tili(;~ ohori how 
:f~~lr.o are the !'l'esen't cont.Emtians of comrade Shach~B~!.li ao'(m:'\i·· 
mer':! misundcrst? .. l'ldinC's and "col1 i,jrary cl:::scl"tions;·--tc-:1~j rw'~:J.
ino 9:f outrighij "irr.ma-~ps"--of \'Ihich he \,/as J:;he victim. 

'!'he 'firs'!; "contrar:, ~;sse!"ijionn in :.·eg::~.rd to J;ho I>03~ltiojl 
of C01T;l':J.QO S!lG.chblF.tr1 on the si'!iwl'fiion i~l {.ihe El .. roI>flan sec
tio~lS ~'I,'!,?o r.~clE: by' co:-.~,).':;.c.o ·Tl.'0 J.r.;}o::;;·. ..u--..a his inrJl ct;;:r~n1; <Ud 
not cc,n"~:~rn itl3~lf a.~J all ,·d.th i!1Gl~ely c;)i::;odic clll.e(/;i.O!J.D, buJIi 
\,li ~j1 ~:h3 \'/ho10 CC"'~.l."~:"J of Ci)J!i.:..·:.:.ae Sh.:chtr:;&n in tJ1~ 1ntE:l"l'~.:lti on
a.l Left S~l;c:~frc-i~~"-\·:i·{.ih hiG failure to rccognioe :hc con~fJ.loJIi 
of ijcnu-e:"!CiGB: l.','i.{j:'l his i1.n~!ii.llingnem~ ~o-dl'm'l an:! co!~cl1.l.siollS 
f l'o", -:-'l-.t~ 1 ..... 1"1' "'~'''''1.-''''''''' "c--:'l"o{' i"a&> ,?;~P.l"'''''Y1~C'I OA di..,\·,,·;-_ ... L :.IJ.1"" v" ~-' .., "' .... _~# .. !.)_Ir.;.oO l_tJa.J.. i..) 'I 'J .. __ < ....... J.I:1 .. _ ".... .!.. _ ... J_l~t.I .... 

J ' ,., ~ ;) , ~ , ".' I' • 1 '1-., ;, t gra r4~.on, 01 snoclu7 c~u'.eerlom am ... ~nlirJ.s~~.er,~:.&,n( a.l.D c;:,(,.s~~\.l.en· 

c'i.irC:l0 t .:md il;di~ec ~j S1.nn)Ol··~ oi J~I'leSe e 15iT.{! 11 'lis'. Hor~O"/fj: ~ the 
'Prota~d;s cf O·O;· .... 1'E':le Trotc}::~' "'lore .. ot m~J(I::- cnce b: .... t o·e·~·t'r.?J. 
tim~s: they "(ore n!::vs.i: in the 1 east hE-ed7~d' by comn~-:;1.EJ Shacl~i:ro 
mar .. ; ar.::l on t1:e vey~"J Ciay the ?J.el1Ul~ o-pe-o.ed. aletter fro:l1 
cotilrati.a Trot.s}:::; rc tu.rned <.~gc;.in, in moj,O e sm:pha-t ic 1 ~'r:13 tl~a n 
bBfore~ to his criticis~ of the International position of 
(;omr3.(le 5i",.£.. (;hJ:;nano . 

·'Thtlccrnduo't ')f OOl':lrac:1.e Sh:lcht~n Since his r~ijiJ . .rn fro:!} 
E'l1rol?e-·~his oJontrary vo'ljCG o:,-:.~ his :~tnbbo.rl1 a.;~tclt1,)to to nab·· 
at age the J)ass ij'lg" ,J.,-:.c1. thG' llublic:lt 1 on of the ne re GoluJ~i 011 

, on the question, hio virnlent'facO/;ione.l aitao1cs an:l his a.tte:nl?!j~ 
to shift- til~ eli 3PUt e to other, far less ilirpo~t :iilt quest i O!lG·"· 
onlyteno.ccl to CO"(l!,trl':'l the a~ousllti()l1s 0:: coro?:1.1) l'l4ot~Y.::y, ulld 
not to refute ".ihG:'::. l tn.03fJE' let ~Jel'o . af carn~1ade ·T: .... o~:,s:~y2.:ce . 
su.ll1nit·\;e<L c'<3 c10o· ... l:::a:1'tp,,17 nl8.tel"ial with of,;his D,'.l.11(>ij;.r:. .• 1no1-
\!cJ.~c!. a1.:.;o is tho J.enG'ijh~1 leU.ier of crJl-:lrat~e Sh:wl-.."t!:,,:.rl ~o. 
aom,i,:,ac1~· T!'IjJ:f.j}:;Y fl"Or1 x,:rcis oil tile (l3.'Ijo of D;;c. I, 1931. H&re 
'.'1e quote So :Le"T C:lxtl·ac';.iS fror.l this l:laterial. 

r.1 
Unrler G.~:'..ie of J)ece~l)er 25, 1931 CO!:ll'ade :.I.:!'otsky "Irote ijO 

the C Ci;'J"1t 1.,~: <: .~ ~. . • 
".,-- - ~f_._.J._ .1_ -'!-.:I - __ .... ~ __ -. '.-v,,...,,,,,.,,non ... ; ...... " '\";M (Q .• ,..,':'l.-"""~l''''''~ ~ 
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"in Uie nlost dis"Outed European QuestIons \"Tere fle\l"13 l· 
, 'crowneU vri th success.' It al'"1e.~ 8.I>t>ea.red.°. to ne tho.1j 

Qomrade Shachtma.n vIas, .and s"~ill is, guided ill ",ih=se 
que-&tlons, ~'/hich '-rere somet'/hat more remote from J..l!lerica, 
~~re-by personal and journaliotic sympathies throl by 
fundamental politica.l considerations. . . . . .- ...-
~ •• You w1l1, however, have to understand that it 1s not ° 
taken very pleasantly here when comrade Shachtman, at th: 
acu'tes·t rJomen";', ado!)i;s a. posi"i;ion which cOTllple t.ely 
cOWlteracts the struggle "rhich U'.c proGressiVe e~6::lcn~js 
ot the'Opposition bave been conducting for a Ions ti~e ~ 
and,.upon the ba.sis of which a. ceri;ain selection took 
plaoe, and "rhich ai.mearS to be covered b~., "~he' anthori ~.iy 
of .the· AraeriC8.11 Se"c:':iion. '1. (bur E."UTl~~asis r --
'l5nlJecemt3er ~f57J.931 cOr.lrade, Trotslcy vTroolje to cOIDr:J.de 
Shachtman:· . 

i 

"Unfortunately, you ha.ve ansrrered nothing to rt~O ab~~J~'" 
ions ij() your conduct in Euro!'e. III the mean tine, I' h._A: 
to 4.iake a ~osi tion a{!a.inst you a.lao openly, "',i thou't, at 
all events, callins you by name,' in a ciroular to the 
seo4.iiona. I must extablish ~egretful1y' that you havo - . 
dra1.1ll absolu'l.iely no conclusions from the 'bad o:l-.1!erienne, 
beginnin~ with the International Conference of'A:pril, 1~30. 
T,he di~fieul~' ~ituatlon in tho French Lisue is, to a 
c~r1;ain de.~ree.t ,~v.,ethanks also 'to you, for direc·~ly or 
ind~recitly-yol1 al';,ays' supJ.)ort&d those elcmsnts which, Q.ct
ed liko a brake or destructively .. like the lTaville ' 
crqup. Yeu how tra.nsf'er you~ support to Hill-Felix, wno 
have abzolutelynot stood the test in any regard. 

"\Vb""at you' say abouij the German Op:-gosi t ion' sou!lds like 
an echo of -your old sY~l"a·.hies for JJand3.u, \Orhich ".he· 
German cor.;rade-s do not VTant to £or80t and righ";ly sb. 
In tile stru63le which "Te led .l"..ereagail'ist- the' accidental 
bUrned-out or do'~rn-riBht dcmor'alised elerr.en{;s, you, dear 
Shach'!,ana.n vrere n~ver on o1.u·si de and those concerned 
(Rosmer;o'Navil1e, Landau and 110~11:Iil1)al\,1e.y-s felt ±:,:"A.~ 
thems~lves covered in a;hit:,h' ~casure by the American -
Lea~ue. -I by no means believe that the American Lee.gt1.o 
bears the responsibility for it, but I do find it 
necessary to sena a copy of this letter to the MJerican 
ITatlohal Commi 't~.iee so t}u;.t at leas i; 1n- the future our 

. European str~~gle·may be less'influenced by your per
sonal connection3, oyr.lI>ai.ihies, etc." 

. .. . . 
Again on J' an. 5 t 1932 comrade Trotsky vrrote to the CO!:T.li tt .... 
n - o. 

n~ concern beco~es still ~ore' hOightened by that ~act th~t 
comrade Shachtrnan has not re~lied to the letters and 
warnir~s on my'~art and On the part of c~ose friends and, 
that-ocomrade Glo~,;zer too, n:~o promised me to call cOT:irade 
Shachtt'3.n JIiO ordor a lit tIe, di d not take u-p this m~',tter 
by- a· single ':lord. IGhad. thf) ir:rpression that both of 
them,' Shacht::-:.an and ·lotzer, stood '\Ulder 'the i.rJpressiion 
ot the, small J'e'l!!ish BrouIJ in Paris and completely over
looked the Opposi ti en movement in;,EuroJ.)9. 
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"1s absolutely necessary." .' , 
On May 19, 1932' to the National Con.-nittee: 

"'I am very gla.d yotl ha're taJcen a firm 'Posi tion on the int
ernationalquestion ••• 

On the in~~rnal dis~ute in the klericanLeague I do not 
a~ yet take a 'PositIon beca.use I have not had an· opp
ortuntty-'to study 'fjhe 0uesiiion 1.'Ii"jh suf:~icient aijtc:ntivc·, 
ness. When I:ebJ J~ake a 1)ositiol1 I \,li11 i,;ry not to--a1· 
10\'1 r.wse1f to be inf1usnced in ac1'fMCO by i;he fa.l~n 
and da.macing posi ij i on of cot1rade Shach tmo.n in all· iiha 
internJ:i~iona.I y'uestlons; almost vri'ljhoui; excel)'i;iori. On i; 
th-e other-haIid., horle'fer,-it is 110ij easy to assume i,;h('?/t; n 
ana can ba co.rrect in the !':lost ir.lportan-/; 'national 
questions, "/herl one is ~lwayl3 wrong in the most im
portant interna~iena1 questions." , 

So much for ths vi1e ii.1sinua.l~ion ijh9.t 'the di::rnuije over 
tho In~ornaijiona1 quos~jions' a.rose as a reslllij of assertions 
falsely made-against cor::rade Sl"..achi.i!!lan by o~jhcr T:lenOerp, n:: 
the COr.'ul"j'\i ~ tee. Fro m the abo're :t;:~Ai..-xnx CiUOt£.t.i"otiS i i.; -:Cs-: 
pc rfcdJliiy clear that ~jhe oppos:ttion to coml:ade ShD.(;h~.ir.lanr s 
Jlosi'tion ca-ne r:10S~1i c.ecisiyely from oOI!lrade Tro-l.isky, "rho vms in 
a a far bei;"ter JlOsiijion 1jO keeJl tr:a,cJ::· of the Interna~;iona.1 ac
tivi ties a.nd conneOtiol1s'-oj:'l- co::u-ade Sho.chtl:1an-· ijht.n rTaS the 
Nat ional C Of-tili ",itee, \'Ihich ho did noolli find it necessary '1;0 

cOlisult. But ~he cofli'lict oyer the Inter:1:1.t iona.l Quo·fition::: in 
the lTa~.iiona.l COr:1.'"Ji".;tee, which coi:-:l'r..da Si:<lch~-.;r!'2.n carried ou:lj i 
il1"~o tho ~ember ship 'on o'ther"prete:~ts, di d not bY~cl"ny r.1e ans 
rest solely on -I.;no loiji,ers of cOI:!rade·Tro{;:~ky. here is a 
~lcar1y established record'of actions, votes ru~Lab8tbntiona 
froTa Voi.ii~1g \'lf1ich' all go to E:'ul)"91cmen·~· and confil4 r.1 ~;ho apl1-
renension o;q)rcsGed by cCr:1:?D.c..e :L'rots}:y. ConGi del' this re" 
oora in oon~nas~ to the subterfuge about Mere "contrary 
asserJliions" • -

1. On-Jan 13,1932 tho Ha~jioY1..a.l COF.II'"!1i i;"tce decl'ared 
tnat c'omrada Shac:1",,irr.1?Jl's vim·Is on the <iis,tii.ies in i;he Euro
Jlean sect ions had been E"'J.ij for"ral'cl by hit:lSO II' as" an indi'/i chw.l 
"1i i;hou-I; consul~j ing tho "';"aJ-.;i ona1 Cor.,fll -lites and -fjh:..-fj i ij "tooJc 
no responsi bi 1i ty for then. 0on~e.c1e Sh8.~r_i;:-::::":l !"?.b8~~ai.r~ed ::ro:n 
vO ~"n""'- I"lnd r·8C"· r"r""o.1-..,,· S ..... O .... l·~~-:;-:-::-·::-~r-l· .;· ... o~G-··~ ... ;. .... ~;~;:";-:,:-~ _-;1 '-" ': ulr~l.v\.l .. l .J ,j, ) ...... -.:=--;:..::.....:.,. ~.' ,_ J.!. '';J..~ ::;.l1:.:-~..::~!~J.~ 
Com"ada 11'10~'znp "'1'0"0 1·n1·0 ","0 r 'Cu~·{'C·l"O~ 1'.-'" ·,''"'·-:-/·1r.(T·....,1~·,~ ~"'''le~ .oJ. U'" J '""'_ 'I. ~ 'J '..: .... t,; .. IJ •• '"I •• ...., ... 1_.:J .. J.fJ • .t.. ... \.._"- _ 

toe IGor i f:t ~'7 "r) o~, it ion. 1) ::tr-lj i en 12.r~:', IJ e c a1.U~ e I·!1!;: ire r e"f-c?i(;"li-
~m"~.;. O'j 1" '" ;~~ •• '~.~ "....r.;~ •• 0; ~ : .... -,;-:;~,~.;~ .. ;~. ':J--:t...: .... i ~~-,.7~-:;:·1· ... ·;.-:::'-· .. Iff·~ ... i:; .. ;"'-i:· .~: .- .. ~.:oo ..... a..l; .. o·.)\t C-:~'J JL ....... ~J:.J .• \" Jl,: .... , \1_ J •.• \...\; _c .... ' .... I.J ••.••. ,J __ J ....... J.. ' __ .. J 'J~ 

S'0":3: ·~ee. ... tf~.'rr~~;.:; ·Jb;~:·i"·;.;-:;:2 ;7:'1 ~~ ;18 i 111;~·1-:--:?:·j~ ~i.c-01;-=.·):;~-i--4:·l~.;~ ~.;j .. ~:~fl·~?~i~c~l0 t 
..,- -.;:- ... -- ~":.; .. "'-;:-r.r.:::-.~.:.) -:;' ... ?i:.~.~o"='"Tl.::-~O-~~·' .... e '! .... I'- -J-;;':"..,--~"1't" .. ···--<.L-I":"'t ", • .,_0)' 
J,n <-'.l:COI'L ·.11·J_. _,J,;'. ,d1_ LA.. ,<.j~ ._ 'JIl J..v, .... 14 .Lv, ;;.:>..., . --.....".. __ .. ----- ~ -_. 

2. On February ~ i.,ihc COhUl1i~~t~Q adopijed a not ioneJ:
Jlressing -dlsagrc:cment "Ii t11 the nor::ination of lUll as a mem;. 
ber or tr.e Ini~ ernati or..a.l Seere"tari a:'~ by i;he S~2.nish c'ect'i on~ 
Comrade Sh~Cfl~;~2.n voJ,jed ap.'·;.inst·.(Uinutes of the Ire Feb 3, 1932~ • ............... --=--.... ~--.. . 

- 3.0n Feb 17 ijhe eomr.littee passed a mo~;ion to adopt 
a resOlut ton on -I,;he s i tua.iJ iOll in the Interns. t ional TJeft 
OP1)Os:ttion, "the rcso1u~ion dra·fJ~ by cO!~l'ade Glatzer to be ," 
lIakon as a basis ant ~;he outlined points subni ij~.ied by cor.~ado 
Cannon be incbrpor-c/jed for ijhc final reso1uJl.iion."·Cor:1rado 
Shachijman vO!~Gd 8.~2.inst. (Hinutcs of tho nCFebi9, -:rqgZr 
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,-. At the meeting 'of Ua.rch 7 coml-ade Shachtman"began . 

hie ,open-'faotional at~ack affai.nst Si7abec~c and ta.nnon, on'-th,e 
Cart'8l'-Engels dispute, in the presence of' Hew ork"Br-anch 
mem",rs. rejeci;ing motions' to consider- the 'matti:lr firs~ in a. 
blosed session' ~~ere he first a.dvanced the idea'that the int
e"natLonal dispute's \'Tere a "frame-up" BBainst him. There also 
he re jec"ied for the second time tho proposal th'1t he ..ret.urn 
to hrs iloSi,; as!.Editor of the Militant. (tiinut.cs of the !TO 
)larch '7, 1932) I 

, . -
- 5. A1; the meeting ot !.Iarch15 cbmrade Glotzer refused to 

accept the 'combination'-of' his draft resoluti on and the, out- ., 
lined points of-comrade Cannon, ~hich-he baa pre~iOusly agreed 
to. "Comrade Abern also submitted·a se1>arate draft. Comra-ell) 
Shachtman abstained on all drafts. ----~ .... 

, ~us a.ll-resolutions failed of a majority in the res
Ideht Commi 'iitee' and a delaying re:f'erendur.l ot tho- full Cor~m-
1ttee be'came necessary before the 'Posi ti On of the nc could be 
estab-3:1shed. (r,Iinu1i&s ot the lID March 15, 1932) 

G.·On April 18, it \'las reported at t:"lO .Committee m&Etti::ng 
that the x=xri7rv~1tm-international resolution'had receivod a c 
majority of 'l.ihe ,votes in the full commi ttee: Motion '" 
oarrie'a" to send it to the' Br:lllCi'les ~'1d as}~ thet:l to proceed wi 
with the'discussion·~nd reco~d their ol'inions. Comrado 
Shacht~an ~bs~ained. Conrade Glatzer and Abern inJiirteU-on 
senciinB OU-ti ti'l.Oir-;y.-m drnft resoltJ.'i.iions 1jO the Braonches a
long \'Ii th the official re~alutioll, a.n action vlhic.'" \':as' bound 
to c"reate , and it did create t confusion ln tho Branohes 
and 1nilt tatcd" a,~.'1inst a mobil1z'a.1;ibno'!'b~, In&ftlHrship in 
sU1>port of tho official resoluiiion,' l~totii)n carrie.d to 
print the ot-::~lcial resoluJ\i iOll in the 1.1i1i tallt. ¢ onr~r.1e ~ 
,Shach'tma.n. voted, ap.:?inst. (!:tinuiies of 1jhe NO '" A),)ril 18,1932) 

D1 the- -face of this record hO\'f can anyone seriously main-
1iain that there \'laS no !lrevious objec~Icns to the int~rr..a ti ona.l 
resolution on the Dart of OOllr:lde. Shacht!llan? And hoV1~ llJ~e5/1se 
c'an 1 t be denied that comrades Abllrn :lnd Glotzer ... who \'lare n 
"no'l,; in accord" ~7i,!;h 1;is DOSi'o,iiOll, nevel.·theless as~,isted hi~ · 
at- every step in hi:3 oP:DOS i ~j ion and oostruc".ii'on? In' a6.cli ~j-i o:a, 
'there ~'ere many occaSions, not recol1 ded in i~r.9 J~linuijes, v/ilen 
comrade Shacr:';wan frankly stated h~.s di'sagreement r/i/lih "vhEl l' 
resolution, his objec1iion to publishing it in the Uili tant, 
hiS bJ?inion that !'!e '".!ezoe "too h~sty" &.nd that we V/ould rOG.L·et 
lt~ etc. As a mat~er-of fact it TIas not until tr~ la.st day of t, 
Plenum that- comrade Sr..!?chi,ir.1an --ai'''lier x:k::.cz days of'debate;·-i~
fOI'med us of his ~rbement wi th the resolution and his read .. 
iness to vote for it. ' -' . 
. !l'his cortedti'on of 'Position can be uelcomed, ar.d wP,.'B 

welcomed by the Plen~. £t motlvated-the Pl~num in··refraini
tng ~rom 1>assinr, a resolufion- of condemnation, and in its att
itudo of conciliation \'lith the cornradus of the lninorlty.:']u'U .' 
when it is nO\"l T.lainofj'ained th::.1i the most- important factor l::i! :Ii n 
the disrupti on of the residen"v Co:r.mi lut ee--Jlihe di S1lut e over" .' 
the In<fj~rnat'iOnal ques<f,iions";'-\'1as not a rea~ disptti,iC but a ua..."'l-
u1ac1;ured one; and that ,the Plenum onlyotraightr~d out a mis
understanding, it can only raise the most serious doUbts 
as to the reality of the agraemetl't arrived a.t. It deprives 1; 
th-e 't)rgal1is~ tion' of" any assur ance a.~a.:i. r.-st the repeti Jtiion of " 
the errors ~ the neAt turn in develop~enta. ~'lis is precise-

"'-- ".L~ -- ,,~ "'''''~'''' "';Yln' ::to ',"~ositio:'l ' 
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. r/1'thout frc.nkly sa.~lins so. and sa~!i2'I':; ~':~1~:. i ij le:;-.".J'e(r the (I.oo·X' 
ope n for a i'e turn- to the abandcued lJolic~T a:t o,ny time. We can 
hardly condemll the S"'.ialinists for thiD J.)rac tice with any con
sr si.iancy if we tolerate i'l; in our "''Tn ranks. 

The' a't~;em:Jt of the statement of the r.linori 1iy comra.des to 
e~'Plain t1".e ch?JlBO or posi ti on by rG fe!' <!!1ce to the rosolution 
introduced by ~OT!ir a.ds Spc-ctOl' rlhcih, they sa.y, lfr'91!resen'ted our 
point of vieu ll

, is no e~::yl20n~,"~ion at a'll. Com:rede SpoctOl'&s 
r'esolu".ii on fol10w- s completely the line. of the ori~i nal !rc 
resoluti 011 ana. d"O~s no ij' contrao,ic·'C' r"li. at any pOint. It d.e?J~3" 
also ':Ii th SOt"..c nevI r.latters'\'lhich hd.""'l.~arn~en since the ac:ol,',ion 
of the oriGibal resolution, ahd t3. kos the !losi ~ion 011 theu 
in accordance wi 1jh' its funu2.menta1 line. For tl'l.ese reaSono it 
\1<l"S accep~.ed by tho 'Plenur.l, not as a. substi tU1iO, but e.s "r.r::;~'· 
'Plen(>n~jct:v and further elsbe>'rat ion of"",iho-J:lJ re-~,;!hu1j:i. on ~.ll:~a0' 
D.d.01)·\iCet'~1.~~:eSO-t 'The' PlamL"':l. :pa.f;-e err . rl..... -

T'l1.e fault of com rade Sha.bhtt1Znt s 'OosUiivn 011 the Inter
naJ~ionb.l 'lucctions of the Left 01'1l0:3ition \'!~S noi; incid_cnt-
2,1 or epis odic: they concerned hi s a!l:Pl'o8och to the \'Ihule prob
lem ar .. d his in8obi1i ty to draw the nc'ceooary conclusions' fra!.l 
th'e long Drocess of int ernal 's~ru!':'cle in the EUl'Ollean uoctionn. 
One only needs to l'ead what he has "I1'itto11 on '!;he subject to 
convi nee hiMself oil Jlihis. If it is n.ssumecl for the TIlcnent 
t11 -.f,j coml'2.ne ·J.'rots~;:y nay 1:8,ve been 7:1is'lj:::1:en in his jndg" 

,

; "..I 
, . 'J 

,t" ,ii 
• ,.! ., 

, ,·-~t 

. . .:~ 
- '.~ .... 

~. 

( . "-
,.~ . . , 

11 ., 
~ 
" :. 

., 
!,' 

. !: 
, . , 

.", 
j 
I 

. ; 

ment as to the post H'on of coml'a,0-c Shac~:~.il:18J1., and trot "lihe e:'li- ( 
tiJliude recol"ded in the ninutcs 'Of the comr;1i1.~ijee d'oes not· in-

. dlcato r:ha1i i~J sbor.1S to indicate, then ·~'t'l.l'n "~o the' lenf,J~hy 
l'ctiju' of ct:n:--cle Shc.ch~~c.n to cO::11'acle 'I'r01:s~:y under ci,ni,i8 of 
Dec 1, 1932, ':1:"11ch'is i:r.c1.nued as l':i.lijcrial in O!;his'bulletin. 
~'lh1/1i he sai d there, 2.S ~'/ell r.s "li1r.J~ he left un8D.id, D1'ovc3 cen
clusi "ely th:l.".i his 1 :.tter has nO~jhin6 in COr.~i':ion wi th the ros .. 
olution of the no. 

I 

-The i;O resoltl.~;io:n rer,-ards '!.ih~ .~tl~ngr~·10 in ~;h'e French 
Ligu8 as Co cOYJ.:f.'lict of ~;(>l1(1.encic:J, c.nd {;"'T~CD D. fi1'rll pOGi'tilon 
in i'avorii(; of one and ~oinst the othel':J. Com!':.l.clc Si:acht .. 
mOon's let'~er ostilr.a";es ti".e I!'.a-i:.tol' fl.'on thE: G'!i;;!l1tly,oint of e1)ic .. 
odic -diqm~~es o~ 1jhe day, overlooJdng the conflict of ten-
dO':Jc"i-es ana ~i 'lint; no SU;:>!l or t "jO ~jhe mol' e l'evoluti ol1n.ry' cUl'!'e}~'t 
a.t ·"the mot.1ent when international SuprorJ~ HaD the nost deoisive 
ne~essit;l. 

He devot~s most of his cri 1jicism to the leo,cle!'uhiD of t:"e P: 
~rench Lc.s.(~u~, f"hields '~he Hill-?eli::: p:rou!) anll r..inimitos 
its !:1.ist?l~,:es, c.n.:l re:f.'r~ins -::ror~l criticism of thelr,:'.'fi1le [P.~ouD 
hltogether. .Anti. from this he con.:lude's ~.h:.t the ]!resent lear.
ershl]? 'Jf the Frenca Lieue should be re-ple.ced by a llconocntra "i Lor. 

'lcadershiIl, in ~vhich o\,;h~ Mill-Foli::: fU'OU]! end iJhc lio,'lilla r;rouD' 
\'/il1 rc1'~jici!la{:,e and prc're"1t ijhc "clo!:oinc.t ion" o~ tho :presenJ~ 
leadinG Grony. Ii' ~lOt1.' aee ".;he :.;i~;u2.Jojioll in i;hcFrench rJi~ile .c.s 
co)':flic'!i of ".,cndencics,as {jne !,;e r"zolu-l..ioll oG'!jir.~a.te~ it,i,ihe 
ll-ropo:3al of CO!:I::.'~.d.13 SrID.Cn-l,r.H: ... '1. has to be rOG'~r.:lcd ~s ~ frmdo. ... · 
r.16n"'l~?1- or TOr ~ ':Il~ 1ch l!lO uli t1 ;;':':1) coni'us5~'on ~·,:o:'·~o co :1founclod.:.nd • 
l.'n,lc.n"oc J

• . C"l'''T)Ort ~''''''e -f'~Cl'l'O'l c3-1· ... ut"1'~1p. o~ ~ ..... ~ lr,Ill ""ell'-~ Ii ~l. lI. t..J ... • ~\ JJ,io .. ~ U " to J_ .... !', ~ .f. ,,_.>J ..... . -;J ,.\0, 

2~i1([":; Zo.7 iY1. c r;i01.rn. 
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'1he NO 'rosolutlon say~, "~eleadershi~ of the Germ~ ~ec

tlon, \"1hlch,has taken sha.lle in 'tho st:.:1l.r:e;le a~:::.tl'lst Landa'q.-
. and hie stel"ilo facti anal rerrime, r.lUst bG :;1 yen all Docsi blo 
interna.tional assistance and sup!lort in ito trecendous l"e- -
sponsibili ties and' opporttlI1i ties," Shachtm!lllt s letter deIlro
catos the abilities of the Germ~ lcadershrp in ~uch a ~uy 

, 1iabl; 1 i; called for the reply a! "Trotsk-J: "What yO'll. say a'i>out 
the Gorman Opposi tlon sounds like an echo of you,r <lId oy:-,~
~athles for Lal'ldau, wnich 'the Germ~"'l comrades do not \'/uni~ to 
forget and rightly so." 

!he NO' resolution deinand.o a'collective par~acipation in "the 
ai'fall"s of the ~ropean seciii ons. It says: .' "Innorder for tr.e 
Ll:tague to be useful in the solut ion of' the Inte~r:±3rr.(.t prob· .. 
1ems of the ~'uropea.n s'ection's, a.nd to educate itoclf' :i.n' 
intel-nat! t>na1is:n in the ~rocess, it must fihnly orsanHfa a. -
collecti.ve ],)artlcipa ti on. T'ne ITO as a. whole mus t faT.lH!.~tl·izc 
~!tsel:ewr.llih-the International 'qu~s1~ioHO and br1no-.a col:;_~ 
ect1 ve judgment to b'ear upon theb." ,Tho letter of cbl~r:?a.e 
Shachtrna.n, -'and-his' gener al course of ac~i 'on in Euro'Pe, ragard
in~ which he neUiher' informed nor consul "jed tho Com.-ni ttae·-
are 20hininB example of the ~urely ~ersonal and individualis
tic method or-dealing "'i th the affairs oT: the' I11~ernational 
Opposition \~l~oh brought such harmful results • .. - -

- !he-vo~e of comrade Shach1ana!1 fro the no resolution can 
h3.vO li. real significance only in so f'ar as it repro sents a 
complete reversal of the posItion t~:en in his letter. As 
long-as itO-0.09S hot see i.iha t. a.s lont! does- not frankly ackno\'l
:Lodge it, ho gives no assurance again.c:;i; i,ihe return '.0 ",i11e dii..' 
reot or ,indirect oU'Pllort of- the disin1.igrating elements at 
the flDst superficial change in the situation. 

'mE 1~"I YORK BRAHGH SITU.ATIOO, 

'rhe at'titude 'of tho Plonu,'=l to\7ard i.ihesl"juation in the 
New York br~nch--~ha second major ~uestion of dispute in the 
resident Comr:1ittee~-was alsa decidedly different from the .. 
repreaent1tion ~ade in the statement of the'minor-ity cor.~aaes~ 
Abern, Shacntman and Glotzer. "In this case, as In ~he case 
of the In~ernational questions, 1jhe claim is made that ";;}:c' 1~t)5-
i ti on Of comrade Shachtrr.an and the others had' been ni3raIlre
sen".ied and 'f;h:? t the PlenUf.l discu3sion clar! fi ed maJ~ter3 and' 
made po~ ibld a C01:'Z!lon bff'ort for a "s:peedy 301ution" of tho 
problem. !r.ais can hold good only to tho extent, tha~j the 
minor! ty comrades make a radl cal chango in their pre-Plenuzn 
att1.tude and ada.1)t the)~lSelves to the resolution on 4jhis point 
worked out by the resident COt1T.littea on the instructions of 
the Plenum. This resolu~. i011 'collforms' to the analysis of the 
problem colltained in tho sta ternan of; of comrades' Swabeck 
and C'annon, introd'..wed in~;o tr..a l!C Oj1 l!arcll 28, (!fInt ern~l 
Problems of' the COr.lmunist Lr:ague "f A.llerica"Opposition") • . - . - .. . 

T'ne Car ter groulJ', fts defined in ,~11.e re solu'ti on, is a 
cl"ybtal11zation in the .I. ow York bra."'lc~ "olhich obstructs i t3 
develo:pmel1t and-mena.ces i tsi'uture. T'.ao di s'Pute over this
queo~tion \"las neither ~iho result of misunders~liandine nor of 
mlsttJproenntation', but :i7a.ther as 111 ti'..o Intr:rnatlonal die ... 
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For a lor~' time cor.u-ade Shachtll1an lnini111ized i,;he ha=r..iullless of • 
~h1B grou~, and in ~racticG Gave l' dir9ct rola ihdircct our~o~t. 
Hilr~ first r)!>en aijijac~c \'ra~'tlada ;!' ".'~e::'Je n-r°f)- toar ~~,,,,, 

tho "Staof;ement by Sh~.chtmo.:l" ••• " da~e(1. t,la.l'C:" lZ)'o. lhis W~~B 
the -signal"for ths ~:penlIlG of 'f;he !t'.c ti011 ~;tru6£;le in tho lTew 
York bra..'1ch durinr, '~/hich CO~jil·o.des Sho.ch~J:.lan, .Abe:rn and Glt'tzor 
and those olosest 1; 0 ":ohern combined ::?ol'cao ':1i ;,h ~jhe Ca.rter gro1l.)) 
against u's 011 overy ir,sue of c:.ioputa In mOe i jUl't aftel' meOtlng, 
both ih the branch 3.nd initho b!"an~h o':~E;IC',t'~ivo cO!:lmittee, ~t 
the.ol?oning ot the ?lenmn, comrnde Swo,1!or,J.: domanc.od all a. con
·d1t1ntl. for agraement, a. COI1l!!'lOl1 struer;le ~Gc.inci" ~.hl) Carter -
group, a.s wall as a cormhoil 'sllpport of tha no reGf)ution 011 the 
Interha1iional quesijlons, T'nis cohdi tion Vias fully su~:pol'ted 
by the Planum nnd remains unaltered. 

_ On- the aoncluaing cay 'of the· Plenum OOl":lr £lode Shn.ch~~man 
submi "tted a' ot atement on ~;l"£ Co.r".isr r.rouI>~-nn;t 'annhilf'_tinr, 
1'011 tical ch'lracteriz ;tti o~, 1::hich wan acce11i,; ~ble to us and \7as 
incl\uled iii the' final resoln"ti ~n on ",;he qncsti011 of the 110':1 
York branch (Sae the rYe resolution o~ u![I:'1e Si tu~~t ion in the 1'Te\'I 
Yor~: Branch") •. But '.1hen it"came to "lihe no).!:'\; of clra\'ring tne 
lOcical conclusiCm f;-or:l such a charac~jcriza"liion--~o·!>rovido -

. in a- resolu";ion for ~ mi 1.i taht 110li "..aical str1.l.{;Gle , under. the 
1e ader:::;hlD of ~ he- ITe, to free' tho 1lr:-mch .~:. 0];1 tni G T.lllralyz ing - -
infltience--cr;rnrades Shb.ch tman, _~bern ~l1l1 Glot~ 01' drei-'I back and 
sought to disE::olve" the '.'Thole Cluet.ti an ir.. ]l1e~nil1f,le:::;s \'Iordn that' 
viould lec,ve eve ryth1ng whel~e. it b"liood hei'!1l"C, and cancel tho 
reGult s of the Plenll:n c1i3cu~Nion9 ~hey refiiC ed ",i0 aCCal)t the 
rosolution of the lIe on t!le 'e',v York brul1cl).. 

In thifl J.fJtlon '\h6re is to 1)f £::een a :.:~: rtki1'lg 'Para.llel-
and '(lot 'by a'cci dent 01 thel'--'.'1i ".h the <lrllvm out coure\) of au
bie:u1of.iY ann oVa.~liol1 "10 enccuterod in our o::':'oi'1;s 'to bril"..g ~.ha 
whole Commit tae .~ 0 a c~ncrei.;e awl u.r .• miots.1~o.ble P.ts. ud1}.Jint ~n 
the Intcrna'li t onal quel3~ i MiS. A:ncl i of,; raioes -lery oeriously 
C'.{~t'.in t1:e qll.t.=ction, au to how -c..h~ir final v:)te f~r~tho In1iurna..-' 
tlono.l resoluJ:.ion of the 1m is llnderstood by ofjhem and what 
it "'1111 oignify in llrac1iico. The fight e.3n.lnst the elements 
of disint1gration on an Int~rnaticnal scnle, ana-the' Qorros
IfOndi!1g Support' of the revclui: i onary Crcupil"lB's dm,'the vari :)l1.S ' 
sections, is undoubtedly the foremost duty. Cm:lrade Sha~h tTl an, 
accotdillg tt' piu vote a.t the Plenut.1lli,derot~ds thf.t nov" nut 
the Ii'u.ropGan sec~jions are flr f:3:ay. A 1'esol\11;io11 in rogard to~
thorn c~ts 110t hil1~ an1 r:l~ moan uothl~. !em' 

. J! 
° ilhe t06 t of Qne's und!!r: .. tllndlne; of i.he In"j srnati I:na 1 llill-

icy', and hi s oo~si:Jtency in sl'\a?'V(')rt o~ i 1;, arrlGc~ concretely-
in connoction '!ri'th the analo["ous !>roblerlls at home. T'.ne Ion:) 
internal str~lg$la ~·ri thin the' :mro~ean sections ha:o not 'been e. 
str'O.g~le·'Percons. It has 1)6en a fi~ht, 011 th6"olle ha.nd, to 
tlako 3. selec~ron rrf tho Bellninoly llrogres:~ive'an(l r~vol'l1ticmary 
elfL1Gnt·o itl tho Int Er ... , ~ti 0110.1 1left Op!)osi t ion', anc.1 , 0:1 the f) 

other·~nd, "to rid-tho l!1oVOr.'loflt I)f o.lien tC;-ldenciGs and influ .... 
onces·. The refusal to seo the -oroblsn in 'I.his li~ht 'lias -
at the root of "f,he consis"tent.ly- ials& ]'lld~ments of cO:!lrade 
Shachttlan in tho Int (';·rl"C. ti onrol i'iGld. .A real correction ot "..hio 
basic' errOr' 1'.:U~jlt t,,)' Jl13.nifa~t ~tr::elf in &. rc illy comprehencir-n 
I)f tho issl1n~ involved in the ~~e,., YOl~k Brallch.' 
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. -!1.!h6 problen there Is to consolidate a."firrn llolltical 

nuo1 eus, and progressively to·t~a.11Sform e. hOter0"Beneous 90<11 
,lnto a Communist orga.nisa.tion. llh"e Carter is the llola,r

gl'ou1'1ng which attracts around-ltsel! the llolitt~C'.lly Weak ahd 
aemoralisedelements and disor~entates the Youth. AO resolute 

LI 

. f1ght aeaillst it folloV1S inescaj;Jably" from the lll:'emise laid 
down in the In"ternational rcsolu~'ion. The l{O resolutioll on tilo 
s1"tuatlon in the He'll York Branch is the oomplement to, -a.~d 
the American--translation' of I the In";erna"tional resolutl"on. 
Corol-ads Snach".imal1' s 'Dresent s'Upl'ort: of the first will ha.ys 
a-vleightier' 9ie;n1ficanoa and \'Iil1 deserve to be taken acre • 
serlou!lly •. when he discQntinues hi!3 o1>1>osi tion to th~ second. 
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, __ 'this it-is. no wise intended to ,represent the Carter B ., 1: 

gr"upinlf a'S an e~cact duplicatioll of this or that Europea.n grou!l~ • j; : 
nOt In general to" transplant the concrete strtl8'ff 1es ojr rxny 'J: : 
of tho :wmrol'ean' section~ to-the' American Lea,gue in a-mocha.n~; ;1 
leal 1i.nd arti!ie ial \':aY. 'We h:l.ve in mind the esoence o'£t11e 
problem which is more or leiss oommon to all sedti"onG of' tr.a :I:~ 
International OpposL tion: the consolbda tion of tho organisaiiioI'. 'II;" 
around "a selection of.the :progressive and revolutione.ry .. 
ele6ents in the course of a: oys"tematic strugffle against--the I".,,: 

, "negative and' harmful" tendencies of various kind.s, eacl). o~ 
w1ilch have their 'o\'m :peculiar and national characteristics9 .i·: 
~e thing is to Hee and underotand the specifio !>roblem and '} 
d.~er iii one's o\'m org"anisation and 1D deal f/ith it concretoly. 
ot~~W1S6 a hundred B~Heral resolutions on tbo far-away seo
tions ~:e meanincless, 

!he Car~er Grou~ing ls not as ereat a ~roble~ nor as 
great a danger 'as the-Brou:9s of Laneau ... riaville and others -

· proved to be in-'3U.rope, nOr haG i't matured all the nCf:ative 
qual 1 ties 'of these groul's. And i1) is not likely to do so. or. 
at anY"rate, it 'is not likely to ~o sa r~ch-haro to the 
League, aJ. thoueh the po~eli";lali tles are- there •. But this· to 
be attributed'ohiefly to tr~ oircumst~~ce tha4 ~tor the past 
l'eriod a systematic strt1.~gle h~s been carri ed--ori aaains't 
this-group by a part of the n:, despite tr.e i~ter~erence and 

, . 

l'roteotion accorded to the srou:p by comrade Shac!J.:r~an, a::d . 
in. th6 cou!'se of this s-l.iruggle So ce:'t~in selec1.:i')n hao a.lreadt 

· phce. 'T'!le group nm'/ ~:t ands rorrr..ally conder.:ned b~f 'the Plenum, 
after" a leng'~by discuss H>n in \'Jhich i ts re~resenta. ti:;e - \"!a~ 
heard. - On tha. t ba.sis the 8t~U8zle c·a.n and must be raised' to 
a hlD'her s".iaga an-d broU;3hi,i 'to :l succe~sful co llClusi on.' T'!l1s'
is the v/ay-vle'undc!'st,nd the que .. tion. And taht is the .... /ay·we 
shall p'rooe~d, wi.th or ~:ri th:,ut co-o:peration of the mi?cri ty. 

~e "ne~ative anq harmful characteristics" of the Carter 
· groul'l~ a.nd the " bad In!ltlence"' eAor~ea by it 11 :pa.rticularly 
on the YO'l1.nr,er cOr:'.!' ades" ",',hich comra.de Sh:~ch:'a;:'le.n e~lained -
W!.·th au!1'icient luci di ty in his s't a". er.lel'lt to the Plenu1!l on_ 1jhe 
queDtion', are not e::~af:'~er:Jot ed by th~: HO, ana. tr.er eby eleva.ted 
abo~e their real proportions. No, it is ~he coddling ar~ 
shielding of this gro~p, the direct and' indirect sUTllJort given 
to i'1l under 6uioe of pro~est ae;ains"'.i the :n;::z "clubbing of the 
youth" that nurtures and strengi.ihens i;hi S group and drB'.7S out-' 
the proco ss of 11 quidatins i t'3 influence. I~,; is ·1.his at ti i;uc.a, 
main".i~nied over a !>er10d' ~ at time by ShachlJman, Acern 2nd G . 

t ~~ -., ... ", ... ~ coC.."A ~'I"\n neceesi tated a direot 
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In'e~ent!on ~y the Plnnmn o~ ~ho-50~ ~un1te4'strUffr.lo·of 
the entire 110, .alo!1~ .U~f;) J.in~3 of of:he "a.o:otecl l.'QzbJ.~llifJ.t\, 
wou'ld dispose of: ":jhis obstraction !n £4 c\.'rr.pfAl·.\ti. "ely sbo:-to

• -

time. and wi thou't convul~s.i.o·(\S i:1] th9 branche The sh. tl.l.y-~'hp..l1y 
'policy of the minor! ty nomr~d&~ 1· ... ·:..!l.·\.-.':. .... ::d:~~~~·~t.i·J'!"J; .. 1.7..~:::l::,:x 
would 1)rolong the -e.iffic'l.tl ty i enI~.rga i is 3cope, sl'reacl (\.e··
moriluzat16n in "lihe Ol'g3.niiia.tio~'l r.:.nd rt.:oult in all i:'levi table 
convu!sl'on •. 

FOR THE UnITY A'TD CmT!30LIJ).-\TIOll· OV ~. IJrlGUE 

The aiD of every' seri,)~ls-minaec.tf!l;~' .. (1. c~nnc"an~'!.('t1.s ~p-. 
osl tlohis't m'll~t be ".ine CO~1.SQJj (la t ion 01 c·(l. .... n!'g(nl~se.t'-On. and 
the preservation of i 1j:3 U.:tli ty :~or th~' gre.at tasks' that 11 e 
before us. This 5.~ tho ~oltcj1 a.nd th') rJ.!:l of 'thn ~:a.tl.on.'l.l 
Committee which hllS ·O\;·3n d'3~OnEtrate,~ ill p:-:-c-c:th::,: thTO'UEft..out 
the nearly four y{,ars of! th.; cncistenci) (If the jlT\~1ri t!c'!.n ()P-pos1-
tion. The leadershi:!,) il .... S Doen' ouncessi'1.1.l 1l~ till '110\,1. ill .n1a.in . ., taining the Ui'li 1.y of ".i:1&· organlsaticm 'b(:cau:1e i t }~s tl.lld9r
stood that the fOl'Jlda tion for u".i ty can ~'r onJ,y be e. OC)l;1Jf.~'!l 
policy on the ~.st i:n::,lOlot!:.!'lt ql:.cstior.3 a.nda.r-e soluto :::trv,zglil 
aga.inst diverge'ncGf! frow it. ~h~.var!.'1'..lS ~tte!:tp-ts·".t iis·· - - ,:I,.,i:. 
ruptlon which \'1e r.nve see:l (f.'ox, !!eisb~td, Jirnl"ki:al, S~Jo.·) vrllre 
not· frustrated b:J !lacifism and lle~ef1!"~~.l di.l'lC'ni,;t.cJaiii pi.(lUS -
8.llpeal for lleace P/Ii any· J:l~ice, bl,lt b~l-·'U.llco:r.pr~jY\1:s9;n&' struggl&' 
agr..1nst .the ele!'!lS11ts-of d5.sil1t3.gr~ti~~ ~ii.~ -tile £als~ o'>n- (f 
oeptionS"they ad~TD.Y".COO,. O·J.r tl."11ty-was \'TOn tuid. con£L1l~d in :I: 
struggl~, an~ so it will a~uay3 be. ( II 

t • .:i l 
~ey ~re vrrong who see-in tho 1>tesen1;"c1tuation, \"1l:1ch :;:: 

threa1;cns '8, i'e.c~.iion s·'.irl1-F.rt'la j n the Ln::..r,\:.e, p. -probler.l I)l' 1,Jercons " 
and p9rsonal l'Pl:;,.,!;tl)ns '.'!i:i~h 'r.,:f!Y b,; 901-ni by (1.!.-pJ.oT!~acy and by 
conoQssicns hert) ~r.d ttlCl:c'); ria une.ers-ljj,nil that percon3.1 :: 

· re:iat 1 Ollt. a=d an impol·taijii., bU.t n~'1ert't~~J.ess a. seoond9.ry . :/' . 
. q\l.PEti.on~ 1'hr-.t 1G ,':r..y ths :~J.cr"lm~ '."hien was A.tU"~oned iio;,:-" .. j: ..... . 

geth.3r to der.l ~li'th. t1113 ocnrJJ.c~ in tha resident cO.mmiij'tee·, 
· Y1eld;~.d a1:-so11.i.~ely n.c;;'!Lin~ ~roI!t ijhf! IH)li.cy w:1.i cn it cOllsidered-' 
correct and nec')ssa.r·'l .inc. 'then r!sn t to cv ery- reaoono.1",le length 
toward cC'Dclliatton to tho extent thp..-t its 'Qolitical da- r 
me.r'l<~.~-w9ro-T:l·(,i; .' ;~.~·~ry r;i l):l of So ru~wakur.ib3 of th.~ coni'lict ~'! . 
in 'the me'tl;lb~l'shi!t as.3nt1.ES ion is du~ e~ tire ly and .;'=~cluni ve- j 

ly 1,0-1;1"6 attempt of th6 mlnority' ton~~atF.) tn0' conclu::ilons .:.:. 
of tl~e PICn'll:l1 c.:::d to return to th3 nosi ~i~ns thsv a.b~.n.donGd '! 

· thlHoe. A conciliatlon on such a baf;j.s \'1ould be an arti!ic1~1 :r~ 
Ol'!I.', and would' only pre}'lare ~he {;round for dee'Per con-l~ 

., 
'. 

vuksions la~ar on. ti 
". The _s1;3.tclr.en~ . o£ Shachtman, J.bern. and Glo~ze~ spe=.ks I: i' . 

a great ".~al about t'ni'ty an(lt~I3' :::rOi.iance o-{' ~a~'tion strllm','le,'-- ;; .. 
but the co .. 'l'tsnt1.')!ls in i..ine d.ocurr.P.J1t t a.nc.. their Eo.o.f:.ior.s s!.i:.co ( 
the 'FJ0n11m, spee.k a. clfierollt 'J.ar.g-~:3.ga. t..nd it is the ~I}tions .~I; 
which ar(. l~:CSt, iml'ort ant t'.11d dec iSi °te, fer i;hey r.a -10 So loS!. c ;I~ 
bGyOl'ld. t11.6 t:oni;rol c! pro't63t.ai;io~a &nll r~o ... en of intentio~. :~ 
It is tl·UC .. 'that ~ht'l tone of the r~c\,,1 statement is more llo1.l.t~.~ 
t~ll thg on~ lvj~rd in .the l'olemies"bei'ore a.~'la. at "lil'.o ~lenu.m. :fJ 
Tr.!.5 £0".\1 2.C C\4S a. tions of "frarnc-llp" I "':i t~ which con~nda Shu-cht- I'~t 
m'ln'poiilOnc.a. th9 a.tmos:phe~·e of the: COll'llr.l. tt~e a. short ,viti 10 ,:} 
ago. 'the at ~U:rll-It to sidotrack the inrllor-ta..."'lt 1t!.sues In favor ~i 
-~ - ................... ~"1 "".f: 1; \fAr. ::tnct secondary qU~3tions. ere jC:-~~C-:-';'~iQC 'j.' 
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b~;;:."':"Z'1...~~:t'.==~=::c=~x:oc:xx:acr::~:c=ccr:cr:c.::x:c~x 
mod-erated 'for the mct:lbershill d!.SC'lSSl.OIl. lni .. c- sl~T hi:;-:.is to t::'e -
sarna offect. But the basic )~05:' t ir.n wh1.eh r..e maln"t ai ned, bl9 ~"ore 
wh1ch brbught aboil t tho confJ..ic t. 13 i'esta ted ~"11 the 1ocuJi1:;n~,
t'he con·teni; is ~r.ere, a'1d it is not ri'3.da mo!'e ?"cc~lItHbla by t'he 
modera.ted form in ~1hich it is yra3er~tecl.C! 

In" rea1.! ty tr.e s"~a tenent . does not s'Deak ~or a. l~"qt:id- • 
'atlon of- the faction s~;rug:~le, but for i.ihe 'Pl)stpon-3r.I~ ~ o:~ it. 
The staterr.snt is ".ille 'Procrra:!l for a J;;ru~e, during ":htcf!. til;) ~'Trt 
vtOrthless- "issues" \'lhich of.ihcy ~·ri i,iho.i:",e-:;i"f.rom 'the P1.Cr.\.ili'. t1D.l b(J 
keJ)t alive in a concea.led f:>rm tI..Ilel 0. fCl.etion g,:;:olrping :he.Ul 
together on 1ihaij basis ~vh~.ch 'l/01110. be a ~~ r:.ntj.ing menec·;\ to i;ha 
unl ty of the LeagU9 • If i;he n:amber Sh:t:p- of the La~gue allo·1/s 
1 t!::clf '!;o be decel -/zd by !;1tch ,~ strata.gQm~ '1. fit seeks to 

. J)urchase eo momen't ary l'cace on mtch a b~s1.s, i t ~ll.J.l OT'.l Y 00:'1-
demn the LeaRue ".iO a long 'Period ~f c.o~ot'f.l:iza.1;i.on 'k'htch viiI1 
lead the say t-o a. real cOllvu18ioll. The 'IJ.ni i:.y of the I:e~:"~iJ.,!) 

• 

nmst be ti':?=X:7nj' asserted in 'the flrr!l !'ej\3cticn of this atter!1).)t 
to circumvent the actions of the l?lon"JJll'. 

If a conference is not needed, -ana not der.:anded .• iihen it 
1s self-evident th·.~t 'J~he 11ni ty of the oreanisation has to reBt 
on the declsi On o"f! "ir.e Plenma. One can.not fc.ce both ·:IC.Ys on' 
this question. T1:e ap?eal of the mInori ty against the Plenum-.,.· 
the decision of 1'I~ich aloe concretizud ~nd gaurenteed by the' . 
coo'P"tations··-is- an ·ap:peal 'to r&-;udic?:te- the l'Tationb.l COFimi J~tee, 
to deprive it o~ tr~ ~ecessa~y, to make it'de~endant in ito 
deoisions on tr..e agreemer.ii of the minori ty, alld I1!'le reby ".io 
paralyze its '"Tork. To combine such 2.-"l. l.tnderE:tanding '7ith 
pious expres31or~ about the desire for unity in ".iha organ
isatIon and a " func".iioning ~ollabora.t ion tn the lea.d.ing com
mi1i'tee IT-is a Cynio.l;i mockery. It is fac i; ioru:.lisn in ti:€ .. ·:~rsof.;· 
Possible form. ~he League Tllu:;".; spealc c.~";egori cally aoaJn~'~ it 1 

For Or o.gainst the' decisions at the .Plenum--'l.iha.'I.i nr the 
W8i the mlnority ~ut3 the question in its statement. lhe 
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. . . National Committee . has nO-·cr.oica but to' acoe,t it, ant'. ·to~-~~t..11 

upon the "me rnber shIll 1; 0 reenforca tho :Plcn1.1!u ct'!cl::;i O~9 \'.-!. th t beil:'
approval. All the ma.terial io suomitt8d fOl' the, <iiSCUF'aiLQIl. ·~lB· 
questions must be ,~one 'ln~o' deeply. They r::qst.· be fiV.iJ.:r a~d d.e
liberately ded1ded. The greatect mena-cetol-the or~s.."1.,.s<: .. ~;.on \"ID.l 
come from any-sorii Of ambisui1iy, from any tendency to'"lcY9 t::c.o 
llues1;iOns .u.~o.l'lcided. 3'rom the. t demoriliza:ijion . .\Vquld ine7ii;aQ~ 
follo\1. Against tha.t we a'P!leal to the cOmra.des for t.he ril."ln . 
consol1da:'liion of tr.e· un1 ty of the League.' for the eGta.bllsn~ent ' 

( •... " . 

• 
'. 

• 

, 
I 

10. • 

,. 

• 
, .:. 

• of d1sci:pline and the conc'6ntl":ltion of the jnembe~ship or; the: r..~'7 
pYO[!ram 'Of acti vi tY';"on the basiD of 'the· Plenum dcci sio:-on ?n":: Gno.el' 
the leadership of the' Hatr071n-(}Or..rlli·~"lrIH~. ---. --- --.--.•.. ~. 
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Program of ,Activi trhes for the Commllnist' Lcn~'.1e of .l.mo,.i::~'a (O.Pp .. ) ·t 
" . :t 
I 

"I ,j 
" .j . .. , 

I 
... ",1 

, , 

~e Mctionnl Oommittee affirms its perspective of Brv~th fo~ 
the Left Opposition, and is convinced th~t the next peTiod off~!6 
exceptional opportunit~es. ~is idea reinforced by the f~ct th~t 
at the presentmoment we stand be fora great decisive historicl:l..l. , 
turns, part1cularlyin the general world situation, nith it~ rapidly 
edeveloping revolutionaI~tpotentio.lities. ~he contri4iot~ofid ~f 
the Oentrist buneaucracy of thG various puxties, caugnt in ~ vioe 
of thair own blunders, unable to lead in a lonvard direo~ion, are· 
preparing the 8~ound for new lqvers of reonforcement to ~o Left 
Oppos~tion. 

.. ' 

. / .. ' 

( i:' 
.. ,'j' ,;.; 

• ~'J 

.2'hose contrC!dictionS cro beooming Bvar more a.pparent \,1. thin jz ":',!l 
the American Communist movement. In the deep economio crif;!s the :'i:'! 
pur ty leadership fa.ils to adopt the policies which \71 11 eec:,.re the .;: ,; 
party' s advance commensu:rate with the possibi~i ties. c,vallabl.G.· IJ i' 
Zhe criticisms which we have mae are being confirm.ad by ~LO '413"'- '-.- IL-

, velopmonts compelling tho party bureaucra.ts to ini tia te no\'1 "turns" n 
though always atte:n~ting to cover up their }lust ·lUistul:os. TAis J,p- q'~ 
oreases the favorabla possibi11 tlllosfor the League.' We mu&t pre- ir! 
pure to ta ke advantage of this e1 tua tion. and as e. boginning take I~l".':" 
the following measures: . __ :: r . 

. Il'; 
'I" ": 

l--Jlrom the Plenuql it is necessary th~t we proce(Jd iCllDedi.:.:tci-' ...... :, 
;:':; 

1y to consolidate our ranks in sh~h 0. Cl3nner thclt 'lla 1,1il1 be Doolo :,/, 
to cope \'lith the work which lies ahead of us. Our COUI'se is· tba "t 
one of drm1ing closer to the ,c.rty. At the s~me timo \18 must aim dl'~' 
at a more syste~tic intervention in tho class struggla. Qur p~st ,i~1 

. ooncentration of prop!l.gand!l. work and the education of OUll o~d.res . i/ll'~; 
I has prepared for aaucp a step~" Every member must c.ssume defini ta I"'!'! 
obligo.tions and c,'..J.rry them out. ~e Loa.gua must establish ~'!. firm I,':!i 

.' .,. discipline. Our next adv~ce should bo directed toward the org- fUji 
,o.nisati~nnl strengthening of our posit;'on all along the 1.1ne. Il ~ '., 

" . 'o,' 

,.. 

2--Systematic efforts should first of all be ~de to dev~lop 
organised 1.eft Opposition fractions within tho p:u-ty. Cont.:.cts 
are o.lr ~D.dy ay ..... ilo.ble in ltavi York, Phil:lde Iphia t..nd Ohicl..go. This 
offers a good starting point. We should.therefore give theso com
rades definit'e wo:bk to per form and definite itilmedio.te objectives 
+.n hA ~~,~xztS'd:: ... gi""""l'xlj;;:..~:rt.,.~ realisod step by s:toP. !1nd in ~nt 

. • . - ... ·_- .... -- .... ".. ... eo nhiAnti.ves' 
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prooeed froc the naeds of the moveoent and .. ~ie to be so formula.ted 
thot they (lQrrospond t'm':h·mC7.t.~-;.;,.&~~~~.a\T!Pilm' in the most })r~c-

. 

•• 

.~ 

,. 
• 

• 

.... 

• 

tlo~l mannor vIi th the posi tfon and tha Farty wor;k~ngo.gea in by . 
thecOCU:'ad'esso 0.5· to ·em~ble. them in the best possibla \'l1J.yto . fight 
tor the Lof~. Oppost~ion views, _ .... 

3-.;.Otir members. as fa.r :.0 prc.vtioable. Sh·:')uld :1.11 becorJa metl
bers of the Farty o,ilAiliD.ries and o ... ss org~nisutions--tha I.~lr .. D~ t 

the tlnecploYClant Clovecent~ the T.U.U.L. end tr:lde uni~m left. wing 
gr0U;Js •. etc.--a.ll to enter by c.::.refulaelecti~n o.n.d pre.l?~:'.rati'Jn" 
Within these orB·.lllisations our memBers shou.ld co-oper ~te in OV6l:Y 
detail with the Left OPPCJsi ti'.:>n fr:lctiono in the Pi~rtYt help thorol 
in their wlJrk and develop·ment. bacooe a.ctive bp.t careful propa.
ge.ndists for tha 1aft Op~osi tions "ie1/s an.d fight for the right of 
participa.tion by nx~ OUX units in all of tho a.e.tivi ties of the 
gener:.:.l WC)vooent in en o:fganised tr.:lnnel'. ~nsy should leeel'> organ-

. ieed contJ.ct Vii th non-pe.r ty Communist alal~ents \7i thin thetJo or B:.~n
is~ti;'>$ who ar G sYr.liJaghetic to our viiows and co-ordi1'l;lto thair 
aff~ta in OUi' behulf. 

4--0ur .pressmust bc::.re t:loJro of the imprint of .collective effor1:3 
refleot mora tho lifo of tha ors~ni6ation ~nd the problecs of the 
AlilGricah wJver.len t as Do whole. Vie shvuld set as a. I acl ~ic of 0.11 
CloClbers a.nd sycpc.thizera to utilize ·every t1e;;:.nS possible to eAtend 
and build the press c.nd 1i to rL:. ture distribution by 5yste['Ja.tic~:.11y 
worke~ out cecpuigns. We propose to ~o iowediate cssignuonts 
for the writing an<$. l>ub1ic ... tL)n.~d pu.p,:+~o&ti?n of aevEU'!lJ. l.:)';/ 
prioed pe.t:l,tlhl&ts: de.;a.lins~wi th cllrrant'ClWl~strllns cff th& vliJrking 
c1d.SS ClOvecent. 

. . 5--W~ aie to obtain a now ha~dquartera for the Nutione1 center 
and to ol,'g.·nise a central Vlorkers' schoo~ for' tho c"'>(1I1ng f;;.11 ::~nd. 
'winter tlonths. ~o ruclise this a.im we propose to begin a cwmp.~ign. 
Vii thout del.ay. for tho ast~blishcent of a "Nd\'1 Hec.dqu:~Iters and 
School l?und ll

• We tluat seloct 3.n 0 ffGcti ve u.dr.linistr ... t iJn for tho 
school to ensure a 'lIell organised b~.sis for tho undGrt.i.king and 
its financi!!1 incoca, wi th the political diraction raminine in tho 
h'!nd of the NC. All 0 f the NO mer .. bers :lIe to be s.v..!il~b1a t1.nd" to 
prep:.:.re t:> :,'.ssumo tho duties of instruction. AS tI., boeinning tha 
o~r.iculut:l should include courSGS in:' Tho thuories of ~Col':(isr.;t 
History of the COLllnunist Intorn. .. t ioml, tha Coomunist P;,.~rty ~~nd 
tho :k .... bor lIl~vocon t, ..... 8 v/ell COS the p1;;~t form a.nd views of the Ll3ft 
O.vposition.Together with this sohool vIa !dust cre~l.tt3 a n:~ti.:>na.l 
o.duc~l.tilJna1 dep':lrtr:lunt ';/i th onu ~IC member in cht~rgG. One of the 
d1i.tios of this d~11D.rtl"lent is tJ worka.:i:out schedules and frogr..:.Cls 
of e1uco.ti ;)nc.l activities for tho LOo.glle br:.:.ncheo cnd SyClpC. thatia 
workors' gr~u~s. . 

6--0ur you.th wovouent is yet in :l.:l extrer:.aly we:~k st~~a, 
.noceesitnting p~ticul~r org~nis~tiv~l ~ttuntion fur th~ ic
(JOdi.to futuro. ./tl sh')uld ~Ymnxn bear in Dind th·.t vur YJuth 
lilovel.iGnt h.s a field wi thin the broed l!.;l.yers 0 f the wor king cl~sp 
lJuth in which thl3 Y.C.L. is muoh loss of s ft..ctor the.n tho l?.lrt'T'··:· 
1 

.~ 

s wi thin the glJner~l.l -.:H/rking cl.ass r.1JVerJant·. Our lIt:;.ti.:mal ~ v. 
Y; uth COL1Ci-tteo Clust therofore particulo.r1yconcentrc:. tc its' ,; 

• o~forts for axpansion in ~n organisat!on~l dir3ction, for tho 
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.;( building of S1>artacus y,:,u,th ClubS. first of all in suc~ citius, 

whor.e wo 'have Leagua brunches end where full assist .. nco can . 
be givon by the Laague. At the sacs. tiU6, this off~rs also 
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~n opportunity to utilize the members of the Spnt~cus Youth Clubs .' 
for activities within theY.C.L. nnd its youth nuxili~rics. ~la 
devalopcent of Left O~)p'Jsition youth fr~ctions withill the Y.C.!.. 
C!ln thus go ht .. nd in ham wi th thasa general aativi ties. Bll.t to 
mka progres p;:,ssible in this gener'.l work it is nacossD.t'y th~lt " 

'the YJung Slr:ll't::.cUS, in lts_ c~r5cter't becoces more of en u},e;uGnt~··4"·l 
o.ry cla.ss struggle youth p:Lper. ~ls we should set 'a.s our j~.- -j 

rnedl:1te !.lim. . :r 
" , 

7--Unser Kampf h:1s nO\1 been existence for Gevor:J.l rlonths ~id 
8~nod ~ cvnsidorable circle of sym~ut~etic cont_cts ~~~ng Jewish 
workers. But i ts orgt:.nis::.tion~l foundation ne\3ds to be lDiIl . ~ I 

thro ugh the building of the Unser Kumpf Clubs. Such sh\luld bo the ' 
objecti ve for ex}~nsion in this field for the c.Jc.ling par iad.. We 
l,)rJpose to essign ona ca:lber of the HC to work ','lith ·jur Nati",n::.l 
fowish fr .. ctiJn comci ttee especially to cc.rry out thd ~ic.la uf 
securing ant organised foun~tion for Unser K~m~t. 

8 8--To t:lke advantage of the excellent possibilitios ;:.t hand 
and to stxangthan the Le~gua orgonisction~lly needs org~nisors, 
Vlhile our fine.ncio.l usa-ns u.re liLli ted and ther tltore nlso, im
!lOSing lioi t~~tiJns ulJon tha size of our working st:.!ff 1 t is navot
theloss ~;,)ssible to taka SOGle elermn t~ry ateps in r~oro l .. tiliza'ti 0'" 
of voluntary field org:.nisers. Car~ful selection ;mrld: snotlld bo 
Cl.:l.de ul.longst cocrudes who can be Clv:l.il!J. blo in 11his son~\) !LS \'/oll( 
as careful. solection of territory in which thay ure tu work.. AS 
exe.cples of the l.Ltter whoro such Vlork cen obt..:.in rosults, VlG 
muntion the Pittsburg, Youngstown and Clavelo.nd territvry, 'Dost{Jn 
Du.J.uth ~~nd others. We also h~we sooe good cont~;.cts in tho Vlost, ' 
where League units h~~ve not :.~s yet been org".nised. R03.1 ~ttention 
to ,these cont~.cts will c"·ke ,liossiblG of ~ctua.l orB: nis~tion itl---
th;':t seotion th~1.t rJuch sooner. --- -" ,--- --- . ___________ .. __ 

·-·~·7·---, , . 
9--!his ~~ progr:lm cont~ns eliH~ntu.ry .t)o1nts-\,/hich 

are rocliz~ble in the co~ing pdriod. 2herefore to secure s~eedy 
and proml~t ':!'cti:Jn :1.00 'to ,tJrol'lerly strengthen tha La";'SllG, for its 
illJtnedi -to t~sks the NC will .::.s sume the res lJunsi bili ty 0 f nsys toc~ ---
·~tic c..l.I:11>-:1.ign, of const. ... nt follow ing ,up by eXl>l;l~.:l ti:ms :.nd di
rectL)ns to ilhe units, of const.~nt :..ttention to fully r~ali6e 
alemantary ste~s here ~ropesed. 

National Coc~itto~ 

Co~munist Lengue of AQerio~ ()~posit1~n: 
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'lh DOOUUEN~ARY MA~IAL ~R DISCUSSION. 

( . 

(We are submitting hetewi th a serie's of letters. and.
excerpts of letters from Comrude,~r'otsky to the Uational 
Committee as wel.l as le~ters to Comrade Trotsky) 

1 - Exoerpts of ietter from Trotsky to Shaohtmun under date 
of May 23~ 1931. 

~ogether with Comrade Frankel, we are very glad that you.have 
ha1~1ay trespass~d your reservations regarding Landau. Your ex
planation, allow me to say, does not appaar very convincing to co. 
You write that you wanted to avoid Do vremature split. Do you find 
that I did want to bring about or hasten this split? And if not, 
what practical steps did you propose, in order to aohieve this 
ai~i I, for my part, have done everything that appoared possiblo 
and expedient to me. .\.side from this, it seemed to me that if tl:e 
leading comrades of tho national seotions had exercised proper !/rc
ssure on Landau in time--he maY--I say may--h~ve beon saved. Un
fortunately that was not the oase and you bear a smull part of the. 
responsibility for this. ~he lion's share, after Landau, is hatur~ 
111 borne by uaville, who nurtured Landau with false hopes, sent 
eqUivocal information, etc. Now Landau \'lUnts to . have nothing to 
do with the Internationa.l Secretariat and is energetically \,/ol'ki-U 
to form a new International, wi th the Gourget people, -vii th the 
Prometeo people, with the Overstaaten, and, us is reported, with ••• 
Vle..iabord for Acerica. Uore than that: while he hao done everything 
,to prevont unification in il.ustrio., and to d~stroy i tin Ger!:l.:.i.ny, 
he accuses me of haviag split all th~ national sections,pn~~icu
Iarly i~ America. 30, my dear Shachtman, I bOdr the ras~on~ibili
ty for your not being on gOOd terms i1i th 'flaisbord.' I (lCl afra.id 
that Un-ville will have to take thll same road. His closest fri~nds 
have deserted him, and not by aocident. Those ~hom he influances 

, are hostile to us. and mean it· aarnestly. ~bvil~e howllvGr, is 
praying .uith iduu$ and ho.~ nov~r m~ant it ~ariously und nonvstly. 
He romains in th~ Ligue in ord~r to saboto,se it from within and 
in order to help Landau build his new Intornational •. _ The prin
oipl~ involved in this I have 'i/ri ttan about in a. lutter which my 
son will send you. 

It -is self understood that ddcisions must be arrived at uco
ording to the principle lines of the different tondancies, ~nd I 
understand qUite wall tho caution taken by your org~niz3tion in 
this field. But this criterion must not be conceived p~d~ntioully 
and so formalistically. 211e Bordigists are a tendency and tr.J;'" 
must be judged according to their fundamental principles. Gour
get 1s n tend~noy and ~ Van overstrso.ten is a tendoncy--nutu~ 
rally an unfortunate one. But what shall we s~y of tho wahnruf x 
that ohanges its lI~andency" seVc3n times in the interests of tho 
self-preservation of the old olique and in doing this does not 
halt before the dirtidst methods? Judgment must bd b~sad on the 
faot that it'is cn altogether unprincipled clique, damoralized oJ 
the methods, splits und intrigues of the Comintorn, which does 
not take idea"'S seriously, and v/ith whom \'1'0 must watch not their 
thasas but their fingl3rs. \Tn..-lt is import~nt is not tile thosos 
that Landnu will present tomorrow, but tho fuct th~t he ~Pfrovds 
everything for Onina, even for ~merica and the other countriu~, 
insofnr as it does not touoh his position of power. ':lhat is ohl.k
rnotor1st10 of Landau is not to, found in his ~rada Union thesQu • 
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,but in the fact that he ltept up II deadly silence on the· trade .:, 
union question in 1ro.nco because Nu.vill~ is his. 'friend ... - ~h,J p~(' , 
grams. the theses, the principles, are highly importc.n't. wh\3r ... 
they represent a =eality. However.,whan thuY are only an adorn
ment and a mask for clique struggle. than they must be bootud 
aSide with the foot, in order to uncov~r the Gdntlemen ooncorned 
and reyresent them in Natura. 

(Signed) Your L. Trotsky 

2-Letter from Shactman to Trotsky under date of Deo. 1, ., 
1931 (in full). 

, . 
PARIS, Decemborl. 1931. 

Dear Comrade Troteky:-

I have just returned from a two weeks' sojourn in Spain, equally 
divided between Uadrid and Barcdlona.. From t)le point of vie .. ., of 
the Opposition, I fitld that its organizational strength and in
fluence are not only good. but a.ctually increasing. despite the 
fact that Since the recant lost strikes lud by 'tho u~rchista 

, ~nd tho syndicalists, ~h~re haa set in a cortain doprassion in. 
the ranks of the workers. Together with comrado Lacroix. I tock 
8 sort of 0. "Census" ,of the state of the orgc.niz~tion; ':/hich I', . 
later verified by reading through all the corruspondance whioh 
the E. C. had recoived for the lest threo months or so. irom 
the report which I sh~ll imcediately draw up for the Internatiqr 
nal Secretaria.t, you will bo able to get u mora complete pictw.\. of 
our Spunish soction ;,lnd thu possibilities for growth whioh it 
haa beforo it.' , ' 

2he most unfortanste 0 o.speot ot the si tll.3.tion o.'t tho presont ~ 
moment is the loss of the weekly periodical, El Sovi~t. I mado 
~very nttoL'lpt to convince, tho oomrades of the urgenoy of reco:mnm
oing its publicution. but I mljat oonfass that thair willir:gndss 
1s as great :4S that of c.nybody osle, they ware· nevertheless 
able to draw up a financial stateUJont of income ~nd. expend:,tures 
which deconstrated that in order to issue tho weekly pupar once 
more. tl.nd to have a full-time paid sdcreta.ry -- which is ~t le!lst' 
as impol'tant--it is necessa.ry that thay hnve financio.l aid from 
abro~d to the extent of som~ 1,300 pesetas p~r month for tL6 
coming 4-5-6 months. It is timd tha.t the Secretu.ri.ut. upor~ tha·" , 
basis of pledgos m:.4de by com. lwiolinier, has, c.ssurad them tr:;lt 
this sum will be forthcoming for the wdokly and for the SOJro
tary. But the comrados--both in }Jadrid und B.;.l.rcGlon~-- h~~ve g,~th
or~d such 0. bad improssion of the promisus of com. hlolinicr . 
(\lven id half of them were busad on the promises \lli~de by you) 
and they hav~ doveloped such a sh~rp anta80nism.~g~inst him. 
thc.t thoy insisted th&.t they would not begin to issue the papdr 
~B~in if tho pled8~s for fin~noi~l cid ware basod upon promises 
medo by l.~olinier. In such ~ oaae, it is of course vary'diffi
oult to verify the impr~ssion m~de upon comrades. ~he o.tmosph, 
in the French Ligua is ao t~int~d today'-- th~t it is ~lmoat 
. impossi ble to tak~ the Vlord 0 f (;, cornrude. tlo ,t\10 comra.4os have 
tho same rOfjort to da1i vor about ;..;.ny single event '0 f c.ny Single' 
section. !rh~ S'C!!nish comradas recounted to me a whole series of 

__ actions takon by Moliniei'. ~he 10. tter. in ttll'nn. presonts th~_ 
affair in a totclly different light. Sinoa thera ~re 'pr~otio~-

J .• - -- ...... __ ~ ... ~L" .... " ""nnn,,"" +.n n. --
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question of the word, or the impression,of one comrade ag~inst 
those of another. On such a baSis. it is impossible to f~~m a 
~udgement. In any c~:se,. I ;.Lm convinced that \-;ith 0.J.1 aU.1i c,redi t 
end respect for the good inttlI.Ltio~~ th~1. t :.m.:!,r;l:.l t ... 1d cor.-:. 1101 L1:i.sr 
wh1le he \'taos st work in Sp;J.in! he cC'ndu.ctGd hims~l:f i!1 snch 0-
manner as succeeded in f.ntagonizing i;:!ll th,'3 cor.~:cadoa th~!,6. In 
this sGn~e, malIY of the c.rguruentG whil1h yCil present in you.r re
oent letter tp com. Rin (copy of ~h!ch w~e Rent me) zre not dn
tirely true. I have no dou~~ that, :onfronted with tb~ b!ttDr-

'hess of a retreat: tl1~ C(IIl'=a.d~s :n~y h·'l'lA ttl') te:.d~mcy to s(le~: 
somebody upon whoe to .fix the blame .. - l.l!!d. thc~' f.lnd 1:o1lnld::,. 
But thair hostili ty t~':I~rcis ll:!,m dO-E)S no"i ~:pp(,:&.r to [!.s t,) to foun
ded upon th~t u1one. I need L.:l!'il:r ;:dd th.:\t I do net Gh~~!'e the 
8xe.ggarated amphasia that the Sp.s.nish cOD1rad .. ~s gluo6 upon the 
nwork of llolinier ll

, e.nd I am qu.it~ convinoei thc::t wl:c.tdvtlr com. 
lio11n1ar did while in Spain \vas done with -the intention' 0 f gi v-
1ng whatever aid possible to the advancement of OQr movement 
thore. ' 

Now however, r1ha t.;:,ver damage haa. boen done, . is done. Tho bte.:. t
est need for the Spanish Opposition remuins the ~eekly paper ~nd 
a seoretary who can giva all his·tice to the mountain of work 
that is to be accomplished there. In this direotion, all tIle 
comrades cust exert th~ir efforts. I am sura th~t if the Bpa
n.ish comrados can be ma.do to feal th&. t the do fici t Co weelr.ly 'i.ould 
lnvolve will be covered -- so thut another rdtre~t in th~ im~G
diate future is avoided -- they will pr6ceed with tho ucrk ~~aa
dlly nnd ,suacaasfuJ.ly •. The orga:li z:' tion in Sp:::.in, \"li th H:!.l its 
wouknssses I is in :beleti vely excellont condition. At til~ h9~d of 
it sta.nds a. group of really c~:p:.ble ravolutiord_sts. On E:.l1 the 
lmport,:mt pcli tic:).l questions th3ra is a. g-r.:l·~j,fying sollo.ar i ty 

, among thom; the diff~rence on v:srious qua~tiol'!s wilier. ~,~::'~~ad 
between the Executive Oommi t toe and com. Nin. are now alit~in:1 tt:d 
to ell intents end purpos~s. If' this s~lididty of the la~ding 
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. cadre CE>.D ba preserved, tho prospt3cts fox progress e.ra c.lmost ~, : . 

. limitless. But I do not v/ant to continue here ll.lJon Co Sllbj6ct -- . {j 1 

.with which I will deal more extensive~yin my report.-- --,- ,.--.-.- -it· 
Now a. few wOlds. the results of previous information 'lihich I -- !I·"~.· . 
g~ined frora af~r -- reud;ing the documents in -New York -- end. ;i.;.' 

the prollmint1.ry observu.tions of the situetion which I h\;!,ve m..:.do 
on the spot .concarning questions other thc.n tha Sp~nish.··-- ~l 

~HE IrHl~RNATIOn.~L S~CRETi:.RLA.T:Oomrc.de Fraenkel has written to me: ' ! 

"Wir gl:;:.ub~n es ist ur.occiingt noetig, d~'.ss :lu bei Dein'3m l'n.r; s~r 
._ . ___ . Aufenthalt den festBaf~hrendn Karren des. Sekret:.!riu.ts wiecic:= flott 
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-.-. m&.chst." Unfortun~ taly. this is now no longer possih13. Rath\;.r, 
1 t wou.ld be better -- I say this after ser ious re flection -- '(:() 
Sink this "festge fahranen K.:.:.rren" formE>.lly I bOCa l.l3d it now heEl t ' 

a.nd can haYe little elsa I but. a fictitious cJxis t~llCO. Vfhy should 
the present aecretc.xic.t 00 liquidc.tad? 1. Becc.use·it no longJr 
has ~ny au thor i ty mn the ranks of the interni..:. tion.:1l Lu ft Opposi
t1'on. Rega.rdless of c.:lY irony about tha parli~.mentarism of its 
"vortauensvotu.m" reauest, the fact x.emains that for a series ot 

. ret.sons, the principal European sections hJ.va vii thdruwn their. . 
"vertxe.ue'n" from the llresent secreterH.!. t·, and its views &nd deeds 
hnve no authority wi tit them.' I do· not now argue about the EhZ., I .""'17 presant the fact. 7he Bussiul;l sdction has practicully " 
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broken off its connections v/ith the ·]:;···.8. '. fhe G9~tns.n seotion 
Reichsleitung haa dona practicall~ the samat The· Frenoh E. Of C~ 
Ructs a campaign ~gainst the seoretariat ahd domihates.it in . 
general. ~r.xough knowledge of this 6i tuation4 the Spanish seo'tion 
is now in confliot ~~th the Secretariat and eVidently d6~S not 
take much stook in its decisions, feeling that it h~s li~tle if 
any authority in these ma.tters~ Under suoh conditions-regardless 
(for the moment.) of what brov.ght them a.bout - the secreta.riat is 
largely a fictitious institution. 2. For its material e~istenoe 
the Seoretariat depends almost entirely upon the Frendh L1gu~t or, 
to put it less vaguely, upon oom~ lJolinier. Between the ·latter . 

.. 
• 

snd the sec~etary of, the I.S. (llill), there is a violent and open ~~~ 
It is al~ the sections wh1chshould furnish the material support 
which makes a minimum of existence possible for an I.S.; unfo~tu
nately, the seotions do not fulfill this obl~gation •. Vfuat·oom. 
Fraenk~l correctly describes as the dependence of I.S. on the 
Ligue, making it difficult, If not impossible, for the I.S. to 
int~rvene in the French situation in.the-name of the International. ~., 
Qlpposition. The responsible lea.dership of tho Ligue spoa.kss of j 
the seoretary of·' the SI as a lleDSMVik, as a bureaucrat, etc. '1 
(in general, terms of this sort are lightly hurled about on all 
aides in the Ligue), which does not make mat·ters any betta-r. - . 
3. The proposal to confine the work of SI to that of an arbuits-
organ is entirely correct if it' is conceived inthe senso' 'tha'li the 
.~I should conduct its CUll'ent and general Vlork much better than 
up to now. I realize i ~s weaknessos very keenly, as a secretD.l''1at 
collectively and as individual members of the secretariat. But 
if the proposal is coaceived in the sense of reducing the SI to a 
purely technical body, I am opposed to it. Bettor to eliminate 
it entirely than to rob it of ets centralizing political charac
ter which the Bordiguists have proposed. every leadersnhip in the 
labor movement sta.rts VI,i.th a cert~in a.mount of "authority" invested 
arbitraroly, so to spoak, in it in advance. If it fails to measu~e . 
up to the Douthori ty invested in it, it should be removed •. 4. The· 

, : 
, .. 

proposa.l for a sub socretaris. t in Berlin, \1hich will have charge _ ; ::~ 
"<f-of the U.S.S.R., Poland, Lithuania, Germa.ny,- Ozecho-Slovakia._ Hun- .. ' :1 

garz,t, Greece, etc •• is not a practical one, to my mind. ~he OI i~.l 
never ha.d good experience with its "sub-secretariatn outside of !T 
MOSCO\1, and the 01 possasssed far greater resources for central!- I 
zing its \'/ork than Vie. In addition I must sv~w frankly. !hat th_e - ." . .t-

. Berlin comrades have not demonstrated. in practice in our German ':'~i 
section, such a superiori ty in organizing abili t2;I over the ability. 'i 
(and it is indeed feeble, as everybody must admitl manifested by:t 
the PariS comrades •. \1e are not yet so great an organizat~on that iIi. 
we need a division of the secretariat in to two parts for the I' . 

countries of Europe._ ; I 
!rhese aTe some of the reasons which animate me to believe· that - I·· 

the present secretariat should -be dissolved. I have reached this . :,;; 
opinion with a certain amount .of regret, because I believe that the. ,! 
se'cretariat, a.s it is, cou.ld be very useful for the movement, and 
that it has in the pastbeen of ~uoh use. Despite the oritioisms, . 
the just ones, and the injust ones, directed at comrade.1i:1.l1, ·1 
believe that he has oapacities which.the International Opposition 
could well afford to utilize in his present position as se~ret~ry. 
evon with my casual knowledge of the recent developments in the 
Situation, I have no doubt that he h~s committed mistakes. But 
they are not worse than some mistakes committed by some of the oom
rades who are -most sharply opposed to him, who have not-had much . 
better results w1th the organisms whioh they guide than ;he has had 
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with the organism he directs. I find him a devoted, honest and 
loyal comrade, and the OPPosition would be making a mistake if it 
·drove. him out of the work hs has been dOing, despite its short
oomingS and its own defects. Unfortunately many steps have been 
taken wh~ch it will be vary difficult to retrace, I admit r~udi
ly that I do not as ~dt'have any proposal to make for the sut~ti
tution Of the ptdseht seoretariat. That requires furthor r~~:~c
tion and i have not yet made up my.m~nd'on the matter. E~t j~is 
muoh I do think: as at present c-ont3tituted a!'ld in the ::pra~elH 
oirQUIDambience ih tho O~p06ition, the present IS is largely a fic
t1 tio)ls institution. \'/e should not support or nourish fictioll~. 

THE. SITU.b.TIOH ,IN ~!:,EJ rn~ t!GU~~ With a number of. objective 
. oircumstances s~rongiY in tavor of our d~velopment hsre. the Ligue 
. oontinues to 6eoline, I oannot too strongly express my dissatis

faction with the Situa.tion in the Ligue, ~he internal struggle, 

., 
, , 

I , 
'. / 

L .. 

the quarrels, the whole atmosphere of the internal life of the 
opPositlon in France are so poisoned that the whole problc::.l of 
finding a way out becomes almost hopelessly obscured, Unless thare 
is a .radical change in the situation,' I believe that one can have..~" 
nothing but a pessimistic outlook for the immediate f~ture. "!. 

Tho personal relations between the various comrades do not iroprova 
by a single iota. on tho contrary; thay becoma worSe every day. 
It is impossible to conduct any objeotive disoussion, No sooner 
does a diScussion commence than it im~ediately degenerates into a 
diseraoeful personal qU~l'rel during which the most violent epi
thetS, the most irresponsible and light-minded accusations are 
hurled about the room. In the United states, we have had a vast 
~xperience in factional struggles, good end bud, principled and . 
unprinCipled, groups and clinues. But never, for the more than 
ten years that I can reaiembeI, ha.s. there been such an atmosphere 
in the American party as there is today in the French Ligue. I 
do not evon know of "French" plccedent for such an atmospr.are. 
~he closest analogy I can find for it are the vio.lent factional 

,quarrels and fights in the post-revolution~ry Hungarian emigration, 
in the battles be ~-:Iecn Kuhn, Landauer, Pepper, Rudas, etc. etc • 

. If I may borron a term from Smeral, the Ligue is being "Oesstreich-
iSiort". I do notJ7.7-~ moreover, see clearly a sufficiently prin-
cipled or political foundation for the internal struggles and for ,. 
the alignment of forces, and certainly not for the violence with 
whioh the disputes (I,re conducted. 
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Still further complicating the situation is the fact th~t the presen"; '.' 

blllk 0 f their support in the ranks of the or gani ze. tion. In the ,,~ 
leadership of the Ligue (corns. Molinier and Frank) have lost the 1 ~ 
aLready greatly reduced ranks of the Paris Ragion, for esample - .I 
atld, Paris· is practically· the only functioning unit of the Ligue • -,~",' 
1"11 all of France - we have the impossible situation where a great .. \ 
IIlajori ty of the membership is actively opposed to the lea.dership. ; ;; 
l£ven the most correct lea.dership cannot exist, at least in the I}: 
Left OppoSi tiO!1 cO';08ent, when it hus o.rreyed against it the ~lear I' 

Glajori ty of the membership. And it is plain· to me that the pre- ,:': 
·ltent leadership is far from the most correct. Wha. t must inevi ta.b7y I ,: 
o3ppen under such circu~stances? Either the leadership gains or 
~egains for itself a cajority (so that it can functio~.swoot~ly), 
e»r else the membership ga.'ins or regains' for itself a leadership. 
I can think of no other alternative. -
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I have deliberatlely refrained from intervening personallr in the 
Ligue, from speaking at a single one of the meetloJo. O~ oven f!c~ 
communicating my point of vie'o1 wholly to any of tile comrades.. It . l 
is impossible to do this g.ndet the circumstances. I know that 
anything I say publicly in the Ligue ct tho. present ooment ~ould ~' 

J 

be the subjoot for_ .itr.mediut..e distcrtion by one side or the other. 
It has reached a point horo whel,-a-tlle-'essesnoe of Il question is 
rarely discussod; the thing that sl3rves uS the o.xis fer ev~ry 
dispute appears to be a word here or a word ther~, a senten~d hero 
or a sentenoe there, more frequently thun not torn out of its oon- • 
text. Besides, I tell you frankly th~ t. ther a is no possi bili t:r 0 i :,.: 
settling the question - that is the point it has already reaci1dd - . ! 
\Vi thout you,r direot intervention. . .,~ 

\'Jhe:. t "solution" do the oomrades hero present·? At the last meeting 
of. the EO a resolution was presented by coms. lIolinier,Triont and 
l:arc(supported with reservations by ~~rank) which deolaredthat 
follo.wing n discussion v/nioh ista be op~ned' frnmeciiai;t'lly in the 
Ligua, a split should take place. As the authors of the re30luti~n 
explain, it i8 their intention to split tho Liguo into two parts: I 
themsul ves. and their adhexoents, cnd the "liqo.idutors If, i.~. t tha ,.' 
supporters of the· socallad Jewish group"which forms the mlljority 
of th~ Earis region. Whut does this step signify? In practice, it 
means tho expulsion from the Ligua of a m~jority of its.aotive ). 
effectives. Even such 0. radi-cal step might be taken under disouss, . 
ion if there were serious enough political busis for it,l.e., if 
the Jowish group w~re really oomposed of '~ell defined li~uidators • 
.out this has yet to be proved; it h~s not been proved to my sat
.isfaction, ut least. Is it true thut ~mong some of the JQwish COID- . 
rndes there is Co tendoncy to emphusize or cven to exaggerate the ji 
revolutionary possibilities of Centrism? I think it is truc. I ~I' 
think, also, - the;:.t- tha Javlish cor,lracios hc.i.viJ COCntDi Jlited· more tho.n on~ ~ .. 
blunder (for instance, their latter to Rosmer) • .out i.t :is .a.lsO-- true .: 
that even if their position on this o~ tha~ question is wrong, thw • 
are the type of oomrade whom a wise leedarship should be able to L, 

°ionViintoe ·dJit tbotdtofID, thley arteis. sJ.tJlenhdid type Off 0thomroade, :teViolut- 1-
on s s, evo e o~ a ong me 0 t e causo 0 e PPOS1 on, $ .~ 

a.nd people who ara c""l;>abla of taking a poai tion and fi8htin~.~ ~or'-~-'1:; 

it intelligently • .Lt is possibltl_thdt under artificial presaure, ' 
under inoitement ande~ provocations, they may slowly and evun un- ~ 
oonsciously be «riven to a liquidctionist position. ~he history • 
of the post-""enin'period in the 01 is raplete with suoh Qases,- I":~,·. 
\'7here. exoollent revolutionists Y/ZllJe driven out of the movement :lnd 
even into the camps of the anemy by constant provooation~. ~ut we 
in the Marxian wing should be oareful that we do nothing that " 
W1QUld start such a system in our own renks. ~hat is not ou» system ': 

t is the system of Zinoviev, of Stalin. In "'ranee tit VIas the. syo::- .; ~ 
stem of the Trient-Girault regi::le. Consciously or not{tha.t is not )1: 
the importo.nt question at th\l. moment), Trient ia transferring this :~; 
system into the Ligua in the fight ag~inst the Je~ish group_ It is i: 

. not by oh~ncc th~t ha is the inspirer of the nspli tting deolilr~tiGy1 r.' 
that ho and his old timo supporter i.:.c.ro, are the ma.jority of the. -t-
8ignD.tot~as to 1 t. - 1'ilut· i's not ·:ls.-tonishing • .out v/lly should'a com~ 1;: 1 
liko Moll.ni",r beoome a. P:J.l't1·· to suoh a step? .... : 

.,----------.-----,.......;.;-...:...-.. - .... __ ._ .. _,--."- . , . ..u 
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'- -26- , II ~f it proves to-be nooessary, I ~m not ~t all ~g~inst.a split. Eut, J; 

I repeat, it must be oonduct'ed-upon clearly dofinad pOliticE'.l dive:; 1 
ono~s, so that avurybody undarstr..nds .:~hu re~son c:.nd n~c~ssi ty ';'-:-r th~ I: 

spli t. Otherwise tha present con-fusion will ba worse CO:lfi)tl.."'\c.cd. _ !! 
And if Via ptcooad from this point of vi 0':1 , I do-·not bO:.iova ti:o.t it_ U 
oan bo said that the divergenc\3s ('.rll olearly enough ·du::j.r..;~., 0;: ~l 
deep-going enough to VlS-Irant 0. split in tho sense envis.:-.i'J(! by tho ;! 
"deolaration" of, 1.~oli"'ier-~r~int-1::'o.t'c. '.-/hat dOGt1 it ce~,::l? ~!:.e - f~ 

. k&rnal Of t~e lQadership (com. unlinior) i6 prapu:ed to sp~it _,f! 
with the Jewish StOUp and to r:.aintsin e. unity with CO~H Tr:'~l:.i~? :1 
I do not understend the po~itico.l logic, tho justificQtio~ for i~ 
such n stup. ArC) tho complaints oga.ins·~ tnu in;lc~ivi ty of sor-e h: 
of the Jewish oOtlro.da8 SUffioient ground fox l:.\b'Jll i:;g thee Uj_i_ l; 

quidators" so liGhtly I 0. label applied ori3ir..D.lly aWl prinoipr~1.~~y:: 
by oom. Tr i.Jnt whQsa political ansch.:l.ung \ .... ull;.d rao.::'l ¥ ~'-iq~icic. ~.t3 
the Opposition? (~-propos"how does it' happen tha~ co~. ~riont 
1s elected to tho O.~. tho sa09 duy th~t h~ givos his adhesion to 
th~ Ligue?) ls tho pres3nt loadership of the Ligua so ~orrGct in
its politic!ll ('jstimo.tions that_it can 3.fford to' df}3c.:.:.rd a. whole 
group of comr.:ldes? I.:lm not at nll surr:. t:!:at tr.is is so! On 
som:;) points, it is u,·ent the contrc.ry. For a:mmple: on tho 
tr:tde union question, tha cOr.lro.dos of thu Jewish group (r~solu ... , 
tion of ?alix) is, I find much more correct with rogard to the 
situ~tion cre-.lted bl· Jouna.u>:'s resolutiort at Jo.py .tc~~n t~'lC posi-
tion of Trient-~oliniar, which anvi~o.ges :J. sp~ady liquidution of ~ 

I:' 
1'-.--

". 

l : 

the CGTU o.nd !l "rentree en bloc" into tile CG~t :l position vi;ry;
much cn:llogous and -- In Fr~nctl - less justifiad th~n tha poi:ii tion' ;: " 
of tha Lov6stone group in tte, Unit~d st.ltes. - '~~: 

.:i I 
,JJy prinoip:.Ll point in nll thase raC}:lrks is this: none of tl!e .- h; 
sroups in the Lieu~ hl~~ silch 0 pr eponci.3r;J. tingly superior poli ti- .\ 

'. c:ll position on th3 dis.9utad quastions, none of ttom 1s so froe H. 
from blul~dors, :.8 to justi fy 0. soc~ssiont or to juS ti fy on o.b- !It 
soluto monopoly of the leadership by cny singlo group. I upp:e- I . 

cia.te the;) c~~po.~i tius o.nd vulue of COUl. r..roliniur !It thair re:ll ;'wr-::, , -
. without exugBerations. But I do not bclisyo he had givan 0. suf- ; : 
fici ant- dicplo.y 0 f kno':ling tho art l~o.dursr.ip. .Only 0. short !.I'~ 
timo ego, he hed with him the cloar c~jority of the Ligue cem- . 
bexship. How btl has lost it, and lest it coons those CQmr~ddS 
wh.o mado it possible to institute ..l nl3\'1 loadership in_ the Ligueo_ J -: 
5:'hat is no credit, I must say, to com. l~oli:liar IS ciir~ctio!1., -1

1
:,: 

~ha s"mo may bu 6.:l.id o.bout tho lI~tionc.l C06lterenca of t~o I,!guo. , ; 
Which \':o.s vary t very bad. The confur once was a. victory foI' t.i:o : ; 
~o):dir.uiS ts, not. for 1(h.13 Opposition. Zhe Bordiguists [Uonopo~i ~.:d i; ~ 
tho whole political p~rt 6f the confor~nco. The confare~ca a~dad ~~ 

.~-:..,. :. with on oreCnizo.tio!lJ.~ victory for the grol~p of co:!!. 1.iolinillr. i'~ 
_... b\1t the victory wus geined o.t thu s~me ti~a th:.1t the confcircnce ,'j 

.' _ . _.- .;. f.tillld to adopt o.single importc.nt text: nEli thar tho poli tic~l ' ~i 
-.;;' -". - - - theses nor the tr~de union tr.Usos "/erll even dlsc:J.ssC)d.. In this_ -- ut 

~: respect, is there n resl dltforscce between tho Pranch n=tion~l ;1 
. -,._. conference ~nd the national conf~renca organized in 1~30 b7 Id 

L:1nduu? You once;) wrota to me tha.t one UluSt not ~lw~ys look at rl 
,'/ -) _ _ " the prOer~r.ls and the plo.tfor:Js, bu:t ona -nhould "~uf die finger I~l 
_ .. ~\ /- shnuen". Y:o'U. wrote this conoarning Lc-.na.c,u and Co., Q.!ld it, ,,-; 
, ., proved to ba corrdct.- Does 0. cO!'lfar~ncd orgunized in ~rc.nce, .~ 
~- .. , _ ;;";-Which givas the S~Cle l'osu.lts as Landau's confdrence, dOSGIVd '1'1' 
< . • '~' ·.~oc..ter oredi t? . . ' ? 

;~l-; -:,~ Ju.~e l!ip~kan cbol1t -most of thosa ql1ostions porson?lly with COil. ii 
, - J 10' 1 Dier ;;og, 'FtIiQ'-a • did not find agreocc:ln.t wi til them on th_o . f' 

--~-~-------~-",. .. ~---,-<--...-...-
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matter. On the question of ~ri~nt, it ~ tru~, oom. Frank de: 
olared hitllSelf to be rather of my opinion. ,AS'! said ~bove. '1 
have not intervened in·thQ Frenoh situation beca~se of the ter
rible ~tmosphere which makes an objactiv~ discu~sion·imposSible 
at the·moment. But I do heve oertain opinions , nQ~ on ~+~-thq 
questions., b1j.t, on eOCle of the mQst iClpo~t:m'1! ones, ~h~ rnc.~1l 
problem, as I See it, is to opnstitute a ~e~~e~ship ~~ Franqe 
which not only has 0. generally correc~ ~~ne, bu~ whigh ho.~ the 
confidence of the comrades, that is, which ,is n posi~i9~ ~Q ' 
ha.ve its deciSions carried out in the work and life of the Ligue. 
At present, this is not so. I do not prol.)ose tb turn the le~dor
ship of the Ligue over into the hands of a Ifdirection Naville", 

'. 
) 

I 
I 

1 • , , 
l 

;. 

or a "direction groupe juifn , or 0. Ifdirection l.101inier u ;.I 
believe tp~t the only praotical solution under the circumstances 
is u'sort of Ifconcentration". Not an artificial Ifpo.rlio.mdntnry 

~ coali tion" t' but a working oommi ttee in which no group domina.tos .. ~.~ 
the E. C. From whet I can g~ther of the sentimdnts of-·-the --.--- . - i! 
membership (at least in the pariS Region), this represents wh~t, ;'1 
they feel, .is best for the Ligue. Allo\'1 me, further, to say that ;;. 
this step would have been tek~n some time a.go by the.regular cha~
nels of democratic procoduru if it were not for the fact that 
most of the comr3des feol that you, com. ~rotsky. o.ra intransi
gaantly partisan of a "direction Moliniar" and the comradtls do 

·not want to engage in an op~n conflict with y~u. These,are tho 
focts.and I feel th~t no leadership in the Opposition can ma.in-
tain. itself successfully &n such a basis. _ '" . 

.j 
r 

•• 1 i ~ 
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,~is letter is a.lre~dy over-long. It is sketchy. o.n o,utlin03, and )i'l 
could undoubtedly ba reforrnuls tad in lIU.ly r.:lspects. But the essen- ~,' 
tia~ points ere there.. Com. Uolinier is laaving for Kudikoy , 

. an y()u will of courSe discuss the question. I em anxious to, i : 
learQ the results; also ,:'··-;;"'v your vie':/s on my remarks :.:.bovo. I !I 

' Vlj.ll deal \'lith other mu.tters (Englund-thanks for the m~teric.l j: 
. you B,ent-) in Q, letter to follow. '/' 

Warmust~ sallit",toions to yo~ and '~~~ otha: ' .. ~~,) 
oomrades, '. f' 

: .. ~ax Shachtman (Signed) . -- . , '~j 
, . 

. ' :0 OIl 
3.- Letter from'Trotsky to liationo.l Committee under ante' of .. "'1: i 

Deo.,26, 1931 ('in. full). . '. ' " lu 

Kadikoy, '~ecember 25, 1931. 
,', ! ~ 
. , , 

't, .. 
" , ~o the' Ne. t ional Committe e 0 f Communist L~ague 0 f Amer ica, N. Y. ' l r 

;:no: :::::::: you Wi~: receive n circular from ma to tho Nnt~:nn>J, 
Setctions \vhich speaks of our successes and failures. In this, i'l 
'letter, we also deal with'o.n American comrade' who deliveieds. --'J 
S'co.ndo.lous report on Russia. ' ~his Americo.n is Miller. It was.. ~ 

: ~eported to me as if he had had a. recomcendution from an AIDeri- " ,'! 
'., ' e»o.n .OPPosition comrade.- -I consider this out of the question" - : i 

--~_ ..... ~_,m.nd ,won' dha.varv 21ad if YOU wine out this misundersta.nding.... ,,' 
.-.. ----,-.,--- ------ ..... _ .... _-- I 
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In'mr lotter, I also had to taka n position' against our f~iend 
8haohtmanl The r~asons for '~~1is '.71.1J. b"!,1 ~leo.r to you from· tho 
enolosed copy 'Qf my 1,ettoZ' to c.o:n.ra.cJ,e ehachtme.n himsel'f. My 
efforts to find a cOlr.oon lan~~1.1lctl 'I!l tll hl:n in the most ci.isputed 
Duxopean questions Vlel'e n(:,.e,:, c:::v'.vn,.,~. wi til suocess 0 It a):"'lays " 
apPf)ared to me that Co~!'&da S})C~btl:w .. n WI.l.O a.~1} still is guided in 
these qu.estions which VI·3Ie sOlnQw:'u-:; fi\,cra remota f~o[!1 A.nlorioa, 
more by personal anr. jOll."':1la.:1Sli:i,'l ~Ytlpa.thiea, than by flU~dl~!llO'n
'tal politioal considsr~t!o~s •. 

• 

I understand very well th&t fr~m America it is not easy for you 
immediv.tely to unde:rztand the ir'.t(n~n{\l 3u.rcpean st:.:'11.gg1es in the 
Oppoai tion and to t~ke a. prec:'se posj. tion on -:;ham. -i>;or- ·c::m o.:1y-

. ""ody demand it of you. You "-111J,, !lov.:I;}VOl', h~ve tounde~£to.nd 
~~ that it is not taken very pleas~ntly here wh~n comrade Shachtman 

'': 'ct the acutest moments, a.dopts' u posi tiDn· which _completoly coun-
I .... :~~rv.cts the struggla which tha progressi vo elomants of tha Oppo

""! .. ~ .. '~tion have been conduoting for 0. long timo and- 'uI'-Ol'Itbe'-basis 

. '" .... 

. of which tl certain s.l13ction took pJ.nC~t and which appears to be 
~ ,OOVcu:e.d. by the authority of the Americun sac.t:ion, It naturally !l: 

.' 

, . 
• #, 

.... 
• 

• 

. .. : 
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'I 

'i 
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d08s not oc.our· to ma to deprivo comrade Shc.chtmo.n of tha right 
to 'lntervena in tha Enl'opec.n n±b:::r-'an affD.i'rs a.s mnch as wants, 
aooording to 1:1i6 stand,;,Joint or his disposition •. But yet it ' 
must be clear in this connaction that it'is only a ql1astion of 
.One of the leading .h.!:lerican oomrades, but not of the tmur!tlJJ.D 
Lea8u~ as an Dr8D.ni~~tion. 

Do not take these consider~tiona in bad part", they are diota.ted 
b~ thQ in~r&8ta of the oause. 

~-

-- -. ·-With bost Communist gruetings • 
.. . Yours, !u 1lRO~SKY. 

I 
4.- Excerpts of lotter from ~rotsky' to ~h~chtman under 

date of Dec.?.5. 1931. , ., .. _ 

Dear oomrade Shachtman: 
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any_regard. At ona tima you published in the Militant (so dj:d 
the Verite!) t,wo scc.ndalous corresponG.oncGs by Mill from'Spain 
which misled the whole Int~rnation~l 0pposition. These co~ras
pondenoes demonstre tud t-ht.:. t 1.1111 wes i!1cal'uble of finding his 
way correctly in the fund:::.cent!l.l politic~l qt4~o~ions. After a' 
year of struggle ag~inst Rosroe~ and Naville he suddenly bog!l.n 

• 

-to fasten himself on to th~n~ In your le~ter yo~ half-ooyly 
qall this stupid. For a f.!.r"ii~e:: yoar old boy th~t migh-t still 
hold. But for the full-tim~ nq~r0tary of the Intern~tional 
Secretariat one must seak sharpgr and moru politia!l.l dosignations. 

Your condudt in Spain also, as is evident from your lettar, was 
false. The- Spanish comradds, espeCially Nin, cocmited ell im~
Bi...!lP-bl.~_mistakes \'l~sted very much tioe ~nd and would now -lil.:c to 
find D. sccpego!l.t for their O\~n woakndsscs and mist:;:.kes. Lacroix, 
who, ~s it is maintained, h~s vary good qualit~dst is ~bsolutoly • 
undisciplined in his thoughts ~nd actions -and to support him in 
his outbursts is n crime. 

, 

Vlha t you say a.bout tho Ge_rmt!n Opposition sound like sn eoho of your 
old sympathies for L::.ndau, ..... hich the Gurm~n comrudos do not want 
to forget c.nd rightly so. In the stru8Sl13 which we lad hare 
against the accidant~lf burnod-out or,downrisht demorr.li~ed e1u- , 
ments, you, dear Shechtman, wure nevor on our sido and thoso con
cerned (Rosmer, N.:lville,L:.l.nd~u cnd now Uill) :llw3Ys fult them
selves oovere4 in -high Cl-3f'.SUl.'"d :"y tho- Ar.lu~d oz.n Lf)agu.e. I by no 
means believe th~t thd Amdric~n Lo~gua boars t:~ r~sponsibllity 
for it, but I do r~ find it nacasacry to sond nne copy of this' 

" letter to the American Nation~l C.ommittae so tl'..z.t nt le!lt in the ) 
futuro our °Europenn Dtrugglo may be lass 1nfluanc(Jd by your pe:,--:-
son:1.l oonnection, sympe. thiea, et~. '-

----------------.~--

. 
5.- Letter from Trotsky to the No.t.iont~l Oollimi ttee under 

,date of Jan. 5. 1932. (in full) - # 

Ko.dikoy. Jan. 5. 193~ 

To t~e C. C. of the O.B:~. ~-N.Y. I 

Daar Comrades: 
.. 

In No. 36 of the Mili t.~nt which Has just arrived hero. I find 
an article from-1rnnce on the C.G.TstT .. Congross, Signed by F131ix. 
It,is quite possiblo that the article found ~ placo in tho p~Pdr 
purely by accid~nt without tho edi t~:rial board h:~ving hc.d the 
possibility to disting~i~h the find points-~nd the insinuations 
from f~r off. I fo~r, howovar--I must say this quite opanly-
the. t the .:lrticle nppa.-:.rod through th13 Uludium of Comrr.de Sh~cht
mo.n. If I am mist~!kan, so Illuch the batt.a::. If not, then it -
complioetad the matt~r to the highdSt dogrea. ~ha nrticla is 
directed :l.gi~inst th~ lauding group of tho :J!:-:ench ligua, not 
opanly end olearly.- but as s~~id through 1nsinu;-:.tions I!nd pin
prioks. This fits in completely with tha spirit of tha ~uthor._ 
Insofar as I w~s ~ble to obsarve comr:.de ~olix'o~t first ~ith 
P:.i.Z, where he pl-uyed tho hotspur- Elguinst us ,- thun in th& Ligua ,:. 
where he-changed his. positions but not in the mannar of the- -

-. 
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• 8trug~le which unfortunatel7 is not the best. it ~p~ears ~~ me 
that he represents ~ speoies like Weisbord, above all in the 
oomplete sterility of hi.s criticism, in its spur1ousnes~. ita 
oonstant personal acoent~t1on, etc. 

Oomrade Felix h~s his ogn viaws on, the trade union question in 
France which run counter to the off1-ciC?l policy of the Ligue • 
Natarc.lly, the 11i1i tt.ont. l~~$ every pepor, h,~6 tha right to 0.110\'1 
the views of the minority also to receive expression.' But this 
mast t~.ke p~.o.ce qUi ta oQenlil. :.nd olef.rll- Felix should thCin 
h&vo said quite openly~lnst whrunLtandanoy in the Ligue he 
1s polemizing, in the name of e definita minority. I doubt if 
this Vias indicated. It v(ould perhn.ps be bet;ar to oonduct this 
polemic in the' Intornational Bulletin. But if it wera, then i.:~S 
We said in a. thoroughly clear oleer, open r.nd unainbiguous form. 
In this oase, the polemic clight contribute something to the ~1ftm"~';:'i 
eduo~tion of our cadres. In this spurious, I might almost s~y 
underhanded form, tha polemiC only serves the ends of intern~tio~ 
nn1 intrigue. 

I would btl very gl~d if the whole mo.t·ttlr i-s of ~ PUralY_SCCide~'
t~l nature and hes no connaction \'/1 th oomr.:!de Shaohtm~:m, for in 
the oontr~ry c~sa it gould onlY'flcc~ntuat~ the grant diss~tis
faction Vlhich comr;,~do Sh:'.chtm~n eVOked o.g,~inst himself among 
those Oppoai tion elar,lants in Frunca, Germ;.:.nYt :::.1so here in Ko
dikoy, whom I hold to be tho' best ones. My conCCirn becomes 
still moro heigh tanad by the f~ot. th:.~ t comra6.e sh::.chtfJ~n h.:-.s 
not replied to the lotters and w,,'.rnings on my p~:rt t:.nd on the II 
pu.rt of my closast frians' c~'nd tht:.t Comrl;~de' Glotzar too who pro
mised me to 0311 comrcde Sh2chtm~n to 6rdd~ ~ little did not 
teke up thislil:.tter by ~singla word •. I h~d tb:3 imprtlssion thJ.t 
both of tham, Sh~chtm~n end Glot:er, stood under thsimpression 
of thd S£ll::~ll Jod~1ish groap in ~arills ~nd cOl:lpletoly overlooked tho' 
perspectives of tho Opposition movament in Europe. 

In Co ,word, cl:;~r i fication of the situ::!. tion on your p.:.:.rt is abso
lutely necessa.ry 1-·-------

• ... - ..... .. ~- . 

• 
#I 

__ With best Communist greetings, 
Yours, 

, . (Signed) L. Trotsky. 
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, . 
'f , If 
Ii !rho U=-~tion,:'.l Committ'oe ::.nswered Comrt,da Trotsky th""t Comr~de 

Shachtmc.n r.!:..d nothing \,lh:~ tsoevor to do with the publishing 0 f the· 
artiole, thct it ceme through the mail und w~s printed in routine 
form without the consciousness of the editorie1 board of its 
indirect polemical character. 

, 6.- Letter from Comr~de Trotsky to Shaohtman under date 
of Feb. 10,' 1932 (in ft1l.1). 

" 

'Dear Comrcde Sh~;.chtm'1.n: 

Prinkipo, Feb. 10; 1932 

, I " 

llthough you have not yet .:.~nswered my 
l!lstletter I nevertheless fall duty bound to',wri te you once 
more.' As Inotioe from the documents received you propose to ' 

1,\ , 
II 
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give up post 0.6 adi tor 0 f the Militant. I hope that be foro ( . 
thase ~inas ra2ch you th~t this matter has already beanetraight
aned out. How could it be otherwise? Your resignation \'/ould ' 
meCon a blow not only for tho America!l League but elso for th~ Inter- . 
national Opposition. ~he National Committee by vote hes once_ 
more expressed its confidence in you. As fer as I am concerned 
I certainly hope th~t despite tho importcnt differences of opi-

. nion that our collaborction in struggle o.nd friendship in the 
future will remain unshakahle. In every raspeot it is absolutely
neoessary tho.t you remain at your post. ' , . 

'. . (signed) L. Trotsky' 
• 

• 

7.- Exoerpt of Letter from Comrade Trosky to tha Notional 
Oommittee undor date of Hey 19, 1932. 

"I am very glo.d you hove taloD :1 firm position on the 
international question •••• ' 

On the intern~l disputa in the American League I do not as 
yet take 0. position becouse I have not h~d an opportunity to 
study the qUdstion with sufficient ~ttentiveness. ~1han I t3ke 
n position I will try not to ~llow myself to be influenced in 
advance by the false and damaging position of comro.de Shachtm~n 
in all the internation~l questions, almost without exception. 
On the other hand, however. it is not easy to assuoe that one 
can be correct inthe most importcnt ntl.tionu.l questions, whl3n 
one is always wrong in the most importnnt intorne.tional quuo
tiona." 

" If, 

, . 

'\. . ,. 
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