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STATmEUT BY SHACHTI,LIlNON THE ARTIOL~ "UPHOLD OuR t?EVO~ 
LurIONARY CLASSICS" B~ SVIABECK IN THE HIr,I'l'AUT OF MAOOH 
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. \' . ~; . I want to register a formal protest ag? mst . the ~.rt ic Ie 
"Uphold Our Revolutione.ry Classics" which appeared in the 
Militant of M9.rch 5, 1932 over the slgn?ture of comrade 

Arne S\'la'6eck, pr:Dnted without authorization or even the 
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promised preliminary'consideration of the National 'or , 
. Edi torial C omrni ttees. I will not e.n~ cannot tp.ke the s light
es~· resRonsibility f~ a document whose contebts, purpose, 
and all the proceedings surrounding its ap~arance, are with
out preceden~ in ou~ movement, outrageous, and false t~rpugh 
and through. It is annoying to have to waste valuable ·time' 
that could be progitably employed in more important matt~rs, 
on an e1uc.idation of questuons that should be elementary, 
part icul~~ly for leHding comro.des, but the attempt to put 

.' tr..t-e whole N'ational Committee on record in favor of Swabeck's , 
article renders this statement only all the mor~ unavoidable'. 

, L)H'ow did this unusual article come 'b be written, Vlith its 
"sup'ercilious scorn", its "useless petty bourgeois intel1-
~~-::~ igentsia" and its "foul pollution of the most ab-

• ominable revis ionism"? Vlha.t was the occas ion for the ad- '.' 
. : option of such le.ngue.ge against a young comrade, a brutal. 
-and rude language, it sha~ld be said plainly, that cannot. 

,. ' be found in the dictiona.ry of comradely discussion or dis-. 
· putes in our ranks but is borrowed from Stalin's voca.bul:zy 
in inner party disputes? l~ore than two months ago, an, 
anniversary article appeared in tre January Young Spartacus 
d"evoteQ. to Lenin, Liebknecht and Luxemburg, ~);en oy , 
Carter. In the coorse of a discussion I initiated in the 

· National Committee on an article wtiitten in the Militant 
'on Lasalle by a non-member of t he League , where 1 prot,estea 

against the boudoir method of writing about the great [;0-

riialist leaders ( a protest in which all concurred) Swabeck 
ra~sed the question of Carter1s atticle.· Nobody spoke on 
itJo No d'ec-isi on \';'9.S aQopted on i tl. ~\7abeck announced t~t 
he would' reply to it!~ That Vias all. In 'no sense was' 

Swabeck "comrniss10nedll to replY' to Carter, nor was there : 
any understa.nd ing or dec is ion t.hat a reply Vias required'. 

Sin weeks l"eter \'lit h t he whole incident pract ica11y for- . 
got'Uon, S\'labecl{ drafted his article age.inst Car~er and hand
ed' it to ,the linotype operator for the rHlit ant.'. As Carter 

· later explaine.d, he sa'll it and requestea tfiat.'. bhe articJ3 

.' , 

be taken up by the National ComT:1~ttee first, with himself . 
present tto defend his. st~,ndpoint. A 'mo st c orl"ect procedure, . i 
and most elementary. Swabeck agreed, He showed me tho 
al",ticle on Tu.esda~~,· March 1 and infonned me thB.t in view ) 
of Cartrr l s request it would be t@.ken up e.t the r'egu1ar 

NO me et tng next night (\'!ednesda Y )', I S8. id not hing abcu t 
tho con~ents of the article, reservinG my opinion for tt e 
meet1ng'~ Aborn later raved ed that whon the art lcle rlas . 

likewiso shoi'in tD him, he o,:pressed disagreement with it, 
a~ least in port,_ and \1~S al~o prepare~ to discu~s it,at 
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·the meeting ot the COii1m1ttee. The meet1rls waD neve~ held 
becBuse 61' the illness of comrlJde Cannoll, which would, it 
appaa.~, cS.use t \.~ matter to be held up unt i1 the next 
Committee meeting • 

. The fact thot Swabeck a.greed to t~.ke the article up at a 
NO meeting and h9.d infcrmed at least half of its members 
to that effect, rlould ina. cate ~hDt nc-:;j:ody else ~13S in a 

pos ition to sanction the article. Nevertheless, v!hen the 

. 
'.' , 

Militant came off tne pr~ss on Thu~sday, the 5th, the 
. . art ieL 1e was tl::ere. B}" what right? Sws. beck nO~7 e~:pJ;nins 

tllat Cannon had agreed, while in the office Thursday, " 
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to the article and that it therefor.e \'I9.S published without. 
the "formality" of the Committee meeting', "hy all thi.s 
haste \7ith an article already dola.yed six weeks or more? 
And since \'Than does Cannon's cc:1sent obviate the need of' 
getting the c msent of tha other inembars of the nat ional 

C ommi t tee? 

The \7hole proceedure stands in 'a worse light \7hen one l'!Z:.'I' 
considers that this violent and E\.bus iva 9.rt1cle 1s di
rected 9.g3.inst a responsible member of the National Youth 
Committao'13nd e. member of the Editorial Board of YOt.ln~ 
SpaDtacus: He,. and ~the c O!1rnitteehe belongs to, tfiol'ei.ore 

.have soto speak, some rights in ~he m8.tter, What should 

. habe been the procodure, that is~ the procedure that nas 
always 'be~n folloi1ed. in the movement in its best days '1 

Swabeck, assu!ning that Carter's article deserved the str~ct.
urea to \7hich he suomitted 1 t, should' first he.va tEl.ken t!le 
matter up with the lla.t10nal Comr.1it.tee.so that tria Cornmit0ee t s 
vieits collectively and not Swabeck's persons.l vi(ms might 
De expresRed. Especially is this nec.essary bec:;>use on c-:ir 

. NC 1s' our representa.ti va to the National Youth C nmmittee, 
Abern, who is a.lso, therefore, concerned in the matter •. 

. ThrOUGh Abern, then, or ·through Swabeck if Abern VIas not 
:qualified, the matter should have been take n up with the 

body ~m:i directly responsible f01' 'what appears in ~""Cu.::5 .. 
Spartl1cus, the UB.tional youth Committee and its Editor:al 
Boa.rd. 'i'lhore effort should have been made to o.rgtte the 
ma'\.ter out i7ith the young comre.des, and, if poss 1ble, to 
hape them put out a correction in the forthcoming number . 
of the youth paper, or a repudiation of Carter, if necessarr~ 
Is this not elementary, indispens 1ble procedure in e.C8.se 

li'Re tpis, a procedure alwa.ys followed r-~ in a democra.tic 
pgrty when an analogcus case is . involved, let us sal' a, 
Polcom and a sub~idL;.ary language paper"s "deviation I ? 

Swabeclc, however, completely ignored" the r9presEmtative 
to the youth Comnittee, Abern, completely ignored tho writer 

"of thearticUle in question, Carter, completely ignored' 'ttl 
-Editoria.l Boa.rd and tre lTationalCommittee of the Youth, 
and on top of that, c~mpletely ignored the Nat10nal~Co~~i~tae 

. of the League itself. What we have he·r~,-1n·a word, is a 
bureaucratic procedure from beginning to end, not a loyal, 
comradely, democrat.ic procedure but one chars.cteristic of 
bureaucra t ism~· . . ' , . , 
'Why? 'There is only one explanation: Carter h~a in the 
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pilat t:~()n h1GhS.~1 ~~!'!ttoo.l of ~~;l-No.t1on:ll Ce:rll'l11ttoo and' 
.' pf-.some o~ its membeL's: Co.!lnon, S'I':sbeck and mysel:r, ~ror 

.... instance, most part iculerlY, ng.': inst the first t~.,o. His 
. criticism, frequently eXl?ggera.ted B.nd petty, (he is a young 

comrade, without B. decade of experien ce in the moverr.ent) 
has been rejected by all of us from time t±~· to time 
.part iC'-:1l arly \'lhen it "(las obvious ly unfounded ~ C omre.de~ 
. CB.nnon B.nd Swabeak, however, hsve felt taemsel ves ass-
ailed sp9cific~11y and personally by Ce.l"ter and haNe corlucted 

a 'particulsrly sharp, and not aJ.ways correct or justifJ : 
ied, c~mpEl.ign· a.ga lnst him and age mst other young comra.des. 
It should be added'ttiat they have not always done it '7i~h 

the best results, i .e·~, of training and upbringing the youth 
to the revolut!onary, impnrts.nt position they must occup," 

in our mov~ent. More often than not they have ante.gonise<i' 
the youth. Instee.d of helping to remove some of the irr-

• 1tatinf; and bl?d aspects of the youl~ti' s \'Iork and conduct', 
the y he.ve only made matters wor~e .4'n recent months es
peCially, they he.ve sought to "put them in their place" 

.... by hanvner blows instead of by patient enlightment of "hese' 
e~ments who are ( and especiallt ~ho can become) our 

most ve.luable ass et in the futu.re, in other words, -by' a 
responsible attitude which takes into consideration the 
immaturity, ,:/eakness and possibilities of the youth in 
ou~ movement. 'i':e donot ",ant to flatter (and thereby de
stroy) th~ youth; neither should w·e. flatten them out· rlihh 
bludgeons'. . 

It is with this attitude tha.t Swe.beck, with Ca.nnon's a
greement, wrote and published his article, 1:1 the NO 
S\'labecl~ sought to excuse the a.rticle on the ground that 
Ce.rter represented a "dangerous tendency" B.nd waS a 

"polishod intr1ge.nt" generally. The motiv!1tion 1s re
marks.ble. Is it to mean th8t since Carter is e. scoun
drel anywa.y, in general, so to spee.k, '±~mx any me·~aod; 

'\ t to 'crush him is permissable? I don t believe in such methods. 
Is it not signifacant that only a couple of weeks or so 

: afte:r:- the NC ad dad to the National Youth Committee two 
more comrades sup rort ing its views as against the views 
of other National Youth C ommi ttee members, the whole Nation
al youth C o;nmit tee, the too new youth appointees includ~d, 

" voted unanimously a.gainst the tone of Swabeck's article 
and the procedure he followed in printing it? It 1s clLar 

.' (and should M.ve been all the time) that such only succdeCt 
. in unnecesarily creating hostilities bet"ileen the young: 
,comrades ~.nd the Nationa.l Comm1tee or sections of ;t± it', 

BUt., it he.s been speciously argued, it is agatl.nst Carter's 
"revis~onism" that you should direct your criticism 2.nd 
not aga mst the "sec on&lry" and unimportant technical 
question (?) of procedure. And further; it is against 
Cartel" s violent statement to the Nat ional ,Youth Committee 

'3 

r 

) 

. that you should prbtest and not agn inst- SW8.beck IS. He i th~r ) 
argument holds ... ·rater. A[)out Carter I sa.lleged. revis ionism, '. 
we will speak further on. As to the question of procedure~ 

. it 1s not a mere "digression" from "regular routine" 1"0- . 
quired by en .. 1 11 acute s ituat ion" •. No, it is a fundomenta lly 

bureanal"n. tic pl'ocedure, just a.s important as the theord.t ~cal 
. di~Jluto itsolf 0 On the sC,cond poi~t thel"'e' 1s no anl?logy. 

• 
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~ Oartel" meee e. sta.tement 1'6r tho r.11n'.1tos inside the· or6anisa.ticn~ 

on his Oi'r~ responsib11ity, "la t.nou'(, s:Ii'(,r1buting it to othor~, 
and .onlY \!nder the aCllte provoca.tions of S"'l~.bockl s 3.rtlclo • 
. The latter, on the contrary, had no provoc~tion, or, if you 
. will, such a provocFl,t,'10n as should have been settled in the 
manner ind~c3.ted above by ma. furthermore, Swabeck ~urn?ed with 
"both feat' into the public prer.s 'bo attack a res.pons ible 
direQ~or,or one of our brother papers. I do not, of course, 
feel at all ca1led'upon, nor do I, a~cept res~onsibi1ity for 
carter's statement. But the issue can~ot'be befogged by an 
atte'mpted comp,e.rison of the tV/O documents. . . 
2) NO\'l as to the' cont~nts of the two' articles themselves.,; 

Carter's and SVlabeck I s ~' . . 
. 

Here too I do not feel nm: called upon to take responsibility 
· for the manner in which Carter formulated the point he makes • 

. ' As a more experienced jcurna1ist I would not have formulated 
...... ·:the pal'9.gruph Co ·a\'I'lrnard1y. That is one thing. The ~ssence : .... 

i . .. 
. , .. 

· .of the ma.ttar 1s m:",,:'~""""'~ an other.··· And' it is on the quest ion· 
.ot thO e::sence of the matter the.t comr ado Swabeclt shows in 
his nrtiCUo th9t he has not understood the first thing about 
this historical dispute, the question aroun~ which Marxists • 
and revisions-sts have argued nO'7 for mOre the.n three' decades'; 

.1Ie has not, o.s he acknowledged at th~ NO meeting, even r:ead 
Rose's brilliant speech at· tho foundation con~ress of the 
Sparte.lmsbund in 1918, which did not apparently prevent him 

C'~; , from Uridertll~ing a furious polemiC on the subject of this speech • 
. ' '. Ftrthol", I want to repeat hora '1lha.t I said at the meeti:'lg', 

.. 

'" 

) " that Cannon, who authorised tho publication of the articl~, 
. was in no posit ion to give 0. categorics.lly conclusive jud~:0nt 

. ", . on the artiCle, bocruse, at le~.st at the moment he sanctionod 
. ". " Swabeck 's article, I am certa.in that he hfld read neither Rosa I s 

. speech nor ~ngleB intorduction, nor the polemics on the sub-· 
ject in pre-war e.nd post"\,la~ Socialist movement ~ If I hl.l.d the 
time and spe.ce here, I could demonstrate that S\'/a.beck a.ct
ua1ly the question from opportunist (that is, Bernstein's) 
premi ses, reg9.rdle s s . of the ridiculously It:':>11revolutibnary" 
conc1'C:sions he draws. However, a ferr points \'till sui'fice to 
indicate tha.t he hs.s not gre.sped tho e~sence of the question. 
What did CB.rter say, a\7kl1ardly, if you will~ but in essence? 
Be said tho.t Engels~ in his foreword to "The Class St~ug!L10S 

in France lt by Marx, hed proclaimed the te.ct ics ndvoct.lted by. 
both these scientifi~ sociru 1sts in the middle of-tho last 
century, "outli ved" • Sil1lbock calls anyb ody who trtakes s'.l.ch a. 
statement m d indi vidual who steps "with both feet'~ into "the 
foul pollution' of the most abominable revis ionism"'.: But if 

· Swabeck is right, then not only should Carter be chBrocterised" 
SO ele ga.nt1y, by Rosa Lu.."(emburg as well! For \":hEl.t Carter did 

. was merely pare-phrase in a very condensed fDDm whlOl.tRosa. her- ' . 
. '. self "had said, but ~lhich Swabeck did not it find necessary ·to 

read before \'11'1 t ing~ . .. . , · . . 
Rosa said; "And here Engels appends a detailed criticisM of ~be 
. illusion tha.t under modern capite.list condit ions the prolotar
ia~ can possibly achieve anything on tho streets through,re-

.(. ,vo1ution. I believe, however, seeing that we are tDday in .the 
.. midst of the revolution, of a street revolut ion .. Tit h all that 

this entails, that it is time to brGs.k s .• :a.y from the concept
ton that has officially guided the erman social-democre.cy 
down to our dn~ own day. of the conception which shares ~-

' . 
. , 
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. sib111ty for TIhat happeriad on August 4,1914,," ~Rep0rt ()1 ~he 
Foundation C onguess of the KPD, Spartakllsbund, pa.ge 22) ~ 
Further; "Here, p9rty cor.ll:'~.des, Engels demonstrates, i'!ith the' 
'expertness TIhich he had in the domain of milit2.ry sCience t.oo, 
thatitisa pure illusion to believe. tha.t the working paople, 
hith the existing develocment of militarism, industry and large 
towns, lP=i-:T~~ cruld mak~ street revolut ions and triulllph 
in them'. n (Ibid page 23). . , 
Hrhus, Rosa also declared that Engels had proclaimed the old 
tactics "outlived" and thereby '7as "only one short step" from 
"either the ca.mp.of the useless petty bourgeois intel1igentsili 
or else into the foul po11uti on of the abominable revis ionism. II 
And not only Rosa 111 All the really authentic, autl10ritative 
Marxists; eefore the war, including Zinoviev, Lenin, Kautsky 

and Tr<>tsky, had the same opinion, made the 'same decla.rations 
.and were not I'"J'ltirrrz-?;' only entirely correcrt, but did not, 
for that, cease to be l,1arxists! This for the simple reason 
that the-y approached thi s part icu1at probJe m of Marxism as 

'Mal"X'~s"t's, that is, as dialecticians' • 

. But; Swabeck will argue, what about Riazanov's revelations? 
Rosa, Lenin, Trotsky and the ot reI'S were not aware of the '~fu1l 
t'ext" of Engels' forel;ord found '7'-8 years ago by Riaza.nov.· 

He even Vlri tes f" Perhaps (tPE.t is, C3rter) was unai7are ~ 
off the :Fact that 1 eng ago evidence ha.s been unea.rthed of hoVl 
th1~ introduction, when appearing in pr;,::rb. by the Berlin . 
'5lo~W::lftrts na.s miserably ga.rb1ed by the German s oaia1 democrats 
of the~~visionist school, notably by Bernstein. The extent ' 
of this ga.\'bling became cl~ar when Riaz~nov discovered" the 
original Eng()la manuscript," etc. etc. (Militant, 3/5/32) 

In the first p1a.ce~ if Ca.rter/I wa~ "una.\'la.re" of all this, 
then a responsible lending comrade who should be a teacher 

of the young COr.1rades, ought to have him "aware" before . 
cracking upon his skull in public awd amid a shower of' abuse. 
In the second place, Riazanov's r~ve1ations have nothing to 
'd'S" l7"i th tne ess ence of the matter. All of Swa beck I s incoger
m~ errl1:, disconnected quot ations and undif ferent1a ted' ref
erences to "garbling" only serve to confuse t1:le matter c~m-

. letely. 

What 1s the act'l:rel1 status of Engels I foreword'? At the mo
ment of the Berlin party fathers "7ere quaking '\I'i th fear at the 

Junkers'· attempt to a.dopt more s:bririgent provisions aga.inst 
the' social ist prppaganda (1894-1895), Engels wrote a foreword 
to a ser~es of oll articles by Marx which were print.ed under 

tah title liThe Class Strugrl e in France, 1848-18§~". So as 
not to infuriate the Junkers and dvive them int 0 r.rJ' sharp 

). 

me-asures, the~p8rty fathers in Berlin, including Liebknecht '" 
the elder B11do ernstein, first printed Engels I foreword in the 
party pa.per, "vorwaerts", but in such a distorted chopped' up, 
oowd,lel'ized form that the ·11~arX"1an-revolut1onlJ.ry essence of the ) 
d'ocument was violated and, to use Engels' J:lL.u::l:m commerrt- up-
on it lat.er, "So dressed up tha.t. J a. P!Ear as a peaceful nor
shipror of leGality at all costs"'. I havo navel" seen the 
"Vorwaerts" oxtract from Engels' introduction, anymore than 
Carter or Swabeck 'has seen it ~ We can get all gat an fdea 
of its distortion, hm';ever, by. Engels' indignant observatior.r . 
.... ""n -f''nf''lm +.hA ~"hC!nn"".,.,t. 'r>r.'U'1~1 on1.nt. UAO ".him Barnotein 

" 
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( and from the subsequent revisionist uue ~hich Bernstein sought to". 
, ,1' make of it. But it is not this printing of it upon which Rosa 

,_ (whom, it should be reme~b~rcd, C~rter simply paraphrases), or ~en-
• in or Trotsky ba.sed the ir views. No ~ at 0.111 :3ec9.use tb9 who 113 . 

, . 
.) f' introduotion, ungarbloc1, unc 11t, ul~distOj7~;':JC1. \vas printed by Kaut-
t sky. 'Ho had requo~ted it of EnBals and Engels replied: 

\ 
• 

II 
, . I 

./ 

"Your telegram answered at once: 'With pleaSUI·e.· Un.icr ~~p
arate cover follow the proo fs 0 f th.s tez:t ;",i tr. t~.e ti tle: Ir.:.;r 0- ' 
duction to the Ro-Issu0 of ~~r~ls J~h3 Clnscl Btru~~les in ?r~lce 
1048-1850' by 'i. E ••• Uy text hd.3 Eu=f'3!'f! d sClme·;rT.Jl.t" beoause cd tho 
,scru!)los 0 f our Berlin fr l.encls, dUG to tj t:iidlt'~l oyer the at'l'd-
'eocialist laws which, und a:r th~ cire 1l.::lStanCCf:!, I ile.d to co~~:d,~l,er." 
. (Mar •. 25, 1095) A Vleek latp.r, he ~'lrc.lte Kall,,~oky U .. pr:i,11, :1.~95j: 

! 
'.j a :. 

i . 
I' 

uTo my astonishment I Srl.W totie.:.r ill int 3d in the Vorrw.e:s.·t~, 'iii tr
out previous YJlowladge, un extract frot! oyr.Y.ntl'oduction so dressed 
up that I appoar as a pea.cei~ll ',7o:':'EhipZ'lor <;,uand-meCle (at all costs) c' 

The u:.ore pleased am I tl:~.t nOl."1 t11~ \'.'£.013 a,.nes,rs i.n tho '!iet!e zait I 
so that this sho.rneful iarorassio:1~·s-~)6jJ.yei::\ie:i. I E:11all-telr
Liobknocht uhat I think of this, and alEO those, whoever they may 

C,' ) 

, . 

) 

I t 

f 

be, that gave him the o~portunitJ to 6ietort my moaning." 

All. iliarx'ian cormnentar ies on this document, thor e fore, ho:'ls t)~ 
boen based, not upon tho VOI':Taert!., ciistorti~n, but upon the "whol·)l1 
which lCau tsky pr intecl \"I i th Engals' a.aJ~hor isa"liion and proo f-cor- . 
rections. And niazon~v' s documdnJIi'? ?iHJ delota(, sactions uru 0 b-

, viouSly those which Eng3ls hi[l'!self ha.d blua-pcncilled,. Nai ther 
Aflazonov nor Traohtenberg dures to say the contrary op~nly, becauso 
Engels' lettor to Ke.utsl:y is quito \1iJl1-kno':tn. Wha.t then aro ~hQ 
doletions, ana of ':Ihi.:;h S'7Hlbvck quotoS? '~hJ~T ara,purJly and si~np
ly a corroborat iO!1 ~.nd ,;cC'nf ;.rr.1ation of tha othor sections, 0 b\'1- , 
ol1sly--ad1..e'i; t3(~!"Ol: on~ oY:-T.1c-r0'a-3S!{S by En3d:J.s himsc If: 1. In 
consideration of th~ ti~idity of "o~r Berlin fridnds"; 2. Bocausa 
tho same things essenti~lly are said, ~ithdr directly, 1035 am
biguouSly, or infuran~iallY, in thoSd parts of th~ foreword net 

. d\llot~d but pr in tdd by I~au·~8l~y. . 

In a word, Znge1s in his fore'.'/ord (tht3 one A:<..i.utsky prlntaci., 
wb!ch the S. L. P. faithfully translate~ into En~lish and vGry 
faithfully misinter.oruts in 0. revisionist sanso}iDID advccato a 
change of t~ctics una n~vartheless DID remain a rt3vo1utionist. 
~d fordword was not a "duath-bJLl. repentanca froL:i :y·~uthfu,l r-.:v
olutionary sins"---BUT I~HIS 2AC'1 ';la5 KIW'iHl ~O l,~XISTS BEFOre 
BIAZONOV'S DISCOV3HY AND i .. NO'i/N ro ~hE~: ON TH3 BASIS OF .do DIALS(; '~Z; 
leAL UHj)ERS~almING AND Ir;:(~.pr,ETA~ION O~' THE "HEUE ZEI~" PU3LI!. 
CATIOU. 

Swabeck Valiantly contends: "Is there in this p011arful t.3S-· 
timony any eVidancu of EngJls having proclaimod the t~otics of 
the Communist i.!aniidsto as ou tli vdd? l~oni) \"Iha tuvor? II Is it pos

/,siblo tha.t comradd S."Ia,beOA has not uvt3n roa.d tho forvword, \'/hvl'o . 
th\l ohanga is advocated in just so many \'1ord~t so cluarly as not 
to ba upsot b:; ona ha.ir by th~ duLitud ljaragro.phs? Only t~10 days 

.' aftur his last l~ttor to KaQtsky, Enguls 
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wrote'tto. Lafargue a letter to which Swabeck refers but does not 
~uote, evidently because it ;'lould upset all h~s content ions: 
'(Engels refers to Bernstainl has just played me a fine trick. 
He took from my introduction to filarxln articles on France, 1848-

1850 all that could be of use to him to support th& tactic of' 
, peacefulness and anti-violence at all costs which he likes to. 
prea.ch for so;ne tir.1e now espec~ally at th~s r.1o:n~nt when the co
erc ive la 17S are beil1t=1 prepared in Berlin'" But 1- preach this 
tactic only for the Uerrnany of today and even then w1t,h suo': 
stan t.~al 1'6Sel"Vat.).ons. '.riOL' France, BclgiUlJl , Ita ly; Austria, 
this tB.ctic as a C:t.~ whole could not pe fOllo'lled, and far 

! Gennany, it might become inapplicable t06morr')w." . .: 

Further, in tha.t pa.rt of the introduction (first 18 pages) 
whi~ Riaza~ov declares were not in any way changed, Engels 

writes categorically and simply enough for all to understand: 
"But history also proved us 7~~'"'lgX in the wrong, and reveal~d 

oUr opinion cf tha.t day (that is a.fter 1850) as an illusio~l'. 
History went even furt her; not only did it destroy our fermer 

error, but also it transformed ccmpletely:the conditions under 
which the proletariat will have to battlo'. The fighting me-
thods of 1848 are tody ~~~:~~l obsolete in every respect,' and . 
that is a point which rught here deserves closer investigation." 
(English edit ion, page 17-18)And: "The rebellion of the old styli1, 
the street fight behind barric~des, \~hich up to 1848 g9.ve the J 
final decis ion, has become antiquated." (Ibid pa.ge~n 29). Did 
this m~a.n ths.t Engels becs.me a revisi onis t ala Berns te in? lfot 

··at all. Like the lnaster of dialectics he Vias, and unlike the 
petty bourgeois revolutionis~s.:Of the anarchi~t school, he kne~. 
that the social 'democrats (i.e'r COl'r.mynists) do not advocate ~ • 
armed uprisings,barricade fighting, guerilla wl3.rfare, etc, etc'., 

every day in the neek, every week in the year and every year 
in the centp.ry--regerdless of time, pla.¢e, conditions, relat!lcin-. 

ship of forces and other cncrete factors', Did he reno~ce rev.~ 
lut1on?' That is what Ber".w:stein tried to read int 0 his forewoj'p 
true enough, but he nevertheless stated that:the SOCial-democrats 
tthave not ab~ndoned tho fight for revolution. The rigpt to re
volution is ~ in the last analysis the only rea.l 'historic right I . 

. upon which all modern st8.tes rest without 'exception" (page35) 
and "Do not forget that the German Re ich ••• is the product of a 
covenant; first of e. c ovensnt among t he rulers themsol ves, and 

seccnd, of a c oven!?nt of [the ruler with the people. If one 
party bre l3.ks the agreement, the ¥=I:?xn wi'lole of it flills, the 
other party being no longer bound by it.1I (pa.ge 38). 

But the indisputable fact remains th~t he did advocate a 
RADICAL CHANGE in the tactics of the workinG class pa.rty be ca. use 
the SITUATION HAS CHANGED. In ';'lho.t respect and why? Lenin 

and thtJ other l,iarxists understood tho change and the necd for 
it ackrlo',:~edged it (\''':~_ii·:e S'wubeck) , oxplained it (unlike ) 

Swa'6eck, who S0\J~~:;' '",0 browbea.t instead of enlighten)'oand showd 
why, with a NEW reVision,. yes a revision, of Engeln. 

"Tho situation is no longer the same a~ in the time of 1871 • 
to 1914, when Marx and Engels quite consciously canp!'omised ~ 
with the incorrect, opportunist expression 'social democracy'. 
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For at th~t ti!:9. a.fter thl:~ e.ai'('~,,l.'t of. t~~ P2.l'is c.o~!'11lro, !1{:-t";:;::r pn~ 
upOJi~hoordOFOf t~.~ dp..y tho;, elcil orea.ni :~atic':l !~'; 1 el1:i~ht·:;:'I::~dnt 
work. Z',C.\1::-o ~ EE . .o_'t.~~"': Y!OrK... Ti~~ u,'\~rd\.~.s!;s \1~t"'Q. (.n.':lrl 1,c.;1"41~l . 
not onl:; tnoo!,£Ji;ic~llt . tu1i Al.SO ec..ul'\,oci ca.l.l y ~~ ro 11 tiG~11~ e; .. -
tirolJ incorruct. 1i'L\e. J~Ia.,..c..hist;3 fal'tH!lY :jv:tl3i!tl ~r..'.J 5j-t.;l.c)tio!'l, -';h~Y 
did not u!'lQurstanci t-r:" world ~itt!t<.1;i.C'c.~ tr.e ~crkur cOl'rupted. by 5,~-

·porlalist profits ..in, B~gl~:'I.d~1 "he" aruahed p(\~js eor"f'!'luna, liile ~5,;::jl)1-
tanaonsly C 1871) vic ~or i ono hot!:q:;c0 is r.a.tiol:<:\l r.:ov e .. H?i1 t in GtJ.n:~C\y, 
tha TIt,;:'sia of sgCli-soJr~5.~n c].e~ping itz clccp of ce!llit;rios. ;.).J.1:~ 
Bno f.I1[~tllS corr octly J \:dg ';'1(1 tihe si"~ l!ltiO:l; 1ihJY l' ecogni zc\\ th.o; ;;~9ks 
ot tho 510'.1 maturins at t~~ ~Q~i.al re1,olutiCl~lr", lL~n.i.!'\, 1h,) Ia:'KJ 
offiith\l i-to~.)ta.riat ill IO'::T a~-;rol\ltion. Ap-ril lO~ 1917.i ~n-i abl)i1t 

'. two \1001-:3 lo.to:r: itA-f. f~ .. r. tr.tl ·:t'lJn;~r..:in3 of the pa:c+.y: 1iho ~vc!,ci 1S0-
• cio.l dvtr.ocrat r is not oorroct, is seiol1t:l.f.i_c~,11y fa~ser !.ltl.!:x f:l·ltl. 

Eng\llo uxplo.inod th:ll; r~J.JcS::.t(d.ly. If tbv:' 1"toler."tad l this ... <o~d 
, thon only DOC:l.USoJ af'ta!:' 1871 tbord ';1<1.3' Co apacic.l oj,tu~~tlGn: c. ~l.?.!!. 
proparation of th~ mas&os of th~ p~opl~ was ruqaired, c t~VDlutlon 
lli.!l2! s~~n~ £E. t~~ 2.l'o.v! E..X t:l0. ~~1.~ It (Loni!1, '~h 'J 4p.o·)T=r;::C::ir-~~c;'- ~ r' 

.u~tlon ena. iil10 A,tt.lvUU':: '~o 'IiIlO ?Iov:l~J.on~l Govolnr.l0n",Apr::.l Z'7, 'J.9~,' 

~hio is tho dialacticdl ~ethod by which Mariists QP~rocch thJ • 
quost ion 0 f tuct ic::;. c.nd not by supuro ti tio n. Onil \'/ould t;i! tnur 
fro~ SW3bock'~ ~r&u~ont&tion th~t Wi~lcUt tho d~lotcd FUSGugos ra
vvo.lvcA. b:,~ Riazu.nov, E::guls '\lotAld c. .... pu;j.!' to bo :l ':iJvis ion is t t.i::i· 
justify 13Jrnstoin on thQ ono h~.nd :.l.nd til,) sr,P b10ci"..iloJ::lCiS on tho 
othur. Th.:.. t is i/hat I ·Clu:.m by s;~yi.ng thL.t S\'l~~b,j~k c.pprO~C!lliS th~' 
qUJstion with rdvisionist pr~wiBosl But dv~n ~ithout th~ ~~ncfit 
ot Riuzcnoy's discov.Jr;r, Bngals ';1:).9 jast us r..ueh thg pl·ol\Jt~ri.:-.."'l 
rovolutionist on thu ~va of hiB d0Uth as hJ wuo in la~a. AO I 3~idt 

·not only did h_e. reviso thJ t~ i..ies of tho COH'ialUniGts, £onci cull t':lo· 
old on.)s "u.ntiautJ,tcd, out1.iv",d, obsold-tv", but ho "/~S corr:nt l~ 
doing it, au Lenin sno,·wu. b.nj t:lor (i thl·.n th<:"G, L,.:n in i..nd ?~co t;Si:Y 

\ w.lro ju~t as CO!'Ic1ct i!l $~;{illg l(lt~l', that t!:'J ;ng.ols of 18-:"5 h.:.i 
"no\7" (~ftur 1905, lot us S:!~T: also b~1~('\r:W l~tJ'.1tliv4C." ~:lCi l'lJ.1l to DO 

. snbwittud to :,':ravision. 1I D:lt tor tha.t they clid. not bt)co~') ;:';0-
,visionists or Bo~nstoini~n~. lat us hear a3~in fIO~ L~nin: 

) 

"Kca tsky bohr.v.;:o ~ ifferl3r' jly. l.,;.i,;tlo U~ 1'6 ti.o f:lction..:.l mc.
.torial ha hUB on h,-l!,i c·n ~jhJ np:r is :ir.g : 0 f 1905}, h» n:3Y'Jr th.:>lusB 
ondoavors to gras!> thd trlili.t:u:'y Sid.;. ~1! th.3 (.i.u.u~tiot! ••• ;3jth of thjro' 

,sc.~~s K:l.'A.ts~::y on th\3 d:ffc.:rflncc 'bai. ... :c-C'l1 thu P;.l·=il JunJ b~ttl·.J ~;.n1 
tho i!o£;oow DoJcombc::' b!l.t.tla. ~\'I{~:'\:J har.r;.ca1~ fiSh~S, im~ o{)a wc:..s c. 
oat&stropha, tho tormi~ati0n ~f th~ uld b~::,r1cado t~ctic, tho cthoJr 

, tho itlt1.ltGu!':l~ion oi:.e nC';:, barrit;;2.d~ t.lctjc., J..I""l to th.:.t o~~tdI.'~ :.!.~ 
h~~vo to I!,)~isu tho) conGt.pt;lCo(" \7hi.::h L'i'JC,'l,rl~h B~.g~!.s t3Jt do':m l.n 
~-·f·-"'·';::··'~~';:~;;'-1;0 ,.,,,) .... - r ~. I 'i ,;..... C 1" .. "' ('0 tr I' ':l co·, (> .. " 'l' n '.11 ;·.· .... c· ., , + '0 0 con .. n~1.,.;. 'Y. 'V e.·J •• ~. _. ....1 ..... • 1_ .J. _ ' .. ",".,. t....I'l J .~ ~ 4';:Q -4 ... ~ ". .. _a.& "'" , -

coption that th~ tiuo of baITic~da a~r~ggloJ~ is ~~~~hi~Q;~ilncl11 
pnssoJ1. OnlJr tho tin!J of the old bf.'.!.r:,c·.l.d.) tc..otio· ia p?~.'3<Jd" ~hiB 
wao dmnons1;t~tod by th·;) buttle of },tc"s.c(';':{ ••• ' ~:b:;t.3 K:.iu.tsk:;. H~ 
r\l~ds no m:lSS for th~ d~?d to tc~ u.pris .... n8 on tha basis of t:'la 
failuro of tho first'atcc~pt." {tnnin, ~h~\ ~~ssia~ n\lvoluLion ~nd 

.... tho T..:.sk of·tho j?rolot_l'it~t, Uoll'ell 20, 190o} 
. , - . - .' , 

, And again: "Th~ third losson that.J~ .. ~oSCO'.1 hus ffivvn U~ r~latoB ') 
to tho tactic and tho orgcnizatio!1 of ,~;h.:J iOrCCl$ for "lih() l).pri.sir.~ .. 
War t~ctics c.0p03ni upon t~13 loyol of, ,.":aT tdchr~ 'luo--this 'Ill St~o!u vms 
prod1gootGd by Engo~::: :lnd put into- .thu mou.th of tho 1.:o,'rxi~t3. t-:e.r . 

. -' . ", • . . 
~ . -.-.-.~.-! .. --J •.. _ _ ,_~~_ .... , ___ ~ _.:':"'-~._:. - •• .' 
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teohnique is today differont from what it was in th~ middlo of 
tho 19th century. It \70uld h~Et'up,j.d to le'ld 0. !:laps in~o th·~ fiold 
against tho artillory nIV; to o.ofeTald thp. barri c~clu::; ,~i'<;h ~·..l·Jo1. .... al's. I 
Kautsky was right Y:h~!'. he vn-e tel thz.t a~:tel' Mosoow th.; ti!i.~ hne' coma 
to rovisa Engcl~ r tho3vG, thLl. t U.o~~ov: ~as su=,wn a "ne':7 b:ir.l: iOnQ9 
tactio". This tactic was tho to.ct5.c of :po.rt:i.f:'d.n ",{[l.~ 0 If !I:c.>q.i.n; The , 

-Lessons of tho lloscow Uprising,August 29J190~.)· . ( 

All th~so writings publishai, it sho~ld ~~ ~o~ne ~n ~~~~~ 
on the basis, not of Vor\";a.J~t& I distortic:l3 of Z"l~C'la = fOr'3'ilc'!'d, 

·.;but of Kuutsky's u::P031U'O or tl:JfJ~ e.is·~ortiono, l~ eo, r'n -.ih\! 
" basis of tho "v/holu ll dOcl'.:nontc Tdn Y08i:S bdfo!FJ Ric.z..l!!oV, 1; . .min 
. wroto, "Whan Engdls' famcus irr~7ord to t~h~ 0133S St~~rcla~~jn 

Franca' appoarod"tht) "uttompv ';;303 mado (amonG cthOl' pli~.ce3 in'~hJ 
VorW6orts) ~ intar pr at it in thJ S <:ns~ 0 f ,2]JI:..~_r tl!!1i~~. Etlt Er. .. 
gals nas inulgnant about it and prot~stad a3~in5~ tavi~G it g~3m 

·tha.t he is a 'pacifist r/orshippor of log~~lity at a:l.cQ.sts .. ~·· C't()·· 
,'nin, tho Doad ChdouvinisLl.and thJ Living Soci~~lism, D3Ccinl>u: 12, 19)':. 

. .... , , 
~ot us puss from Lanin to Zinoviov. ~riting diroctly un~or 

,L~nin's guid<..l.nca: "In tha longthy 'po:lCeful' upoch of ',lostlJri1 Eu .. ' 
, ropo~n socialism nhich had its and on th~ avo of tho prds~~t ~ar; 
.thu factor of rovolution:lry forca (go';/a,lt: forcu or violcn~o, ;.1. s. 
st~ppod completoly into, th(;! bri.cl·::ground bohind th.:. purul~r p::.orlit: .. 
montdry legal ffiothods of strugglo. Thu op~ortunists r~joct~d vi
olonca as a fdctor in tho emancip~tion of tho o~?rossod cluss. 
'Forco "~ln3oys pl~yod a 'raactionary part in history'--this is thu 
arronoous thvsis of th~' opportunists and social p~cifists. ~hJ 
woll-ktlo'iin foro'.'lord b~! Enguls tor~ho Clu:3s Strugglos in l!'r;lncv' 
was intor:prvtod in tho) sonso thJ.t I\r~rx, a co-fibhtljr. hud OOCOiI1d, 
tOViar ds tho und 0 f his Ii fv, I;..lso ~ sUJ,Jportor in pr inc iplv of th~ 
legal strugglo. 3ng~lB hiQsclf protost~d r~poo.tJtily aG~inst such 

'0. construction. In tta gor~~ord itsdlf Ecgals wroto: '~ho right 
of r.Jvolution is thv on~J gonuinoly hi~tJric<.:.l right.' .BLi.'ii~i:-=
WI' .L:;ng\Jls I uvuth thu o . .,;ortunists, .s,tluI'rod by B'Jrnstvin, boJg:.ln 
~ith purtic~l~r zoal to dVVJlop this.'intGrprJtation t • ~ho l~s
sons 0 f thy ruvolut ion romo.inu~ 0. boo!~ ''lith s aVGn S oo.lS for thJ 
OP}!I rtunists. Hh\Jn Ko.utsky, ,aftur ·i;hvn:.iosCO':l armud uprising (ho 
wn~ still a llarxist thon) duGlar~d that Engdls' conc\Jptions en thv. 

• qUGstion of thd possibility of a b~rricadu fight in thJ [,t·:·JO'ts • 
. must now b3 r.)vis.3d, ncb:)dy in th..; G:::rmt-n sooi(\l dv:noc~!:0:{ :!,) • .:.id Ul1j' 
'attontion to this d.Jclcration. t' !Zinoviov, AdlJr'~ Shot ~~i tto 
'Orisis in Socialism, Octobor 191Gj , 

I.ior.:l than t~n yours after i~ rms r/ritt';:}n. TrotsJcy t"v.en po·, 
"lomicisad c:.gainst soctions 0: 2ngJls' for~rJolJd, ~~r.cl s!1o·;:o·i (ill· ; 

osson ticl harmony Vii th ':/ha t ~()nin !3ta tJC;. e co"';.)) hOIl i~n;;u 13 ~ t:J~ci
point \'/D,S no long·Jr; u,t->plic ... blu. "In h.!.f? ·oi/o.i).-kno·,'1:"! ir:t:::;d.n'.:,ij:.on 
to 1c1:lrx's '~hv Ola-.;s stru[,glv in E'r,lI:.Ju·, ~tlgvls croe.i;ea J.,'ul)f1l foZ'/ 
groo.t misund0rst~ndingst by cOLlntsrpo~ing thJ'~llit&r~-tcchn!~~l' 
difficulties of tho uprising (sPJv~y s~~fting of thc,trocp3 with 
the nid of railroZl.ds, dostructivu aff~(,t of Clod..Jrn ar~s t,;,nd CClfi..U
nit ion, widJ, long, und str~ight str~~ts in tho codorn citius), 
to thJ now cho..'1CJS of victory rosulting from thJ uvolution of 
tho class composition of tho. ar'my. On thu onu sida, Eng~13 sho;7,'
hims~lf to bd.prdtty ono-sidod in tho cppraisal of thu rol~ which 
is duo to mod~rn tachniqua~ in rovolationury uprisings; on the oth
or aide, hv did no t coneider it nvcus .. o.ry to pr 03.3n t tho fn.o ts 
that thv ovolution in tho cl~ss composition of th~ army cun bo 
brought out only ~h~n ~uopl~ ~nd urmy ~rd 'confront~d' ••• Tho Rus~ 
sian rovolution has brought Clor.) proqf of thv fact thut it id not 



• • 
i. -: .• ~ " . 

,t ••• .' .. . 
,. . 

. ... 
• • • .. .•.. ~~-. .. ~

' : ..... 
: I!~:' 1 • 

'; : .. - . '. 

·f· 
ti: : 
1 i !J 1 • 

1'1; : 'J' • 

"! ' 
.l'i .' 

( 

i: 
.1 
I. 
!. 

I, 

. ~ 
I 

I 

. , 

) 

• 

Dorms. oc.nnon and a.rmor ad ships \7hich pr ovail oVJr peoolo, bt1t • 
·in tha fin:..Ll analysis. peoplo who provail .)v';r ~·,:mE" .• cann·:>n ~.r.d 
armored shIps." (Trotsky. Thu Balanc\J of thl.l ~cv.c'lut ian . iroIL 
"1905u • peg os aO~-4) . '. f 

~n~ tinally, to gat b~ck to Rosa, l~t us qJoto fr~~ tol f6-
lomio. wri ttc'~1 ~lso long boforo 'shJ h~d th.:J hanof ito f' P.i'.s":::':·J:~··l' ~ 
puro.ly:.col·roborr..tory P<..:.zSCl8.lS, against Bvrl1s'Ii'):'~'c :r$!f1~1:n'ilet 
book of 1898: "\'lbon Engolls rvvisod tho t~.cti(; c,t'. thu alodc.?fn :l<lbor 
mov~ml3nt in his. foraword. to !Thu Cl~S3, Strtlgglee. iIi. rz~:ce; c.lt:d 
count~rposod tho l13S0.1 utrugglc to tho b:.;rric.lr.vS. ho :'I::.;.f;i d~~::.~::!"~;;··· 
0.8 is clo.:r from <Jvar:r l~n~ of thu i\)r,Y71O~'i !1.~t \"/ith ~.:.l:" D~.1.as-tion 
()1l tna fin<llconqa.J5t-O·£P~L!-:tica·lp(;~~Cir~-·~ti·u.t rfi t~ th.e qll:;~;t len 
~f tho ~ros(mt duily struggl;:'s, i10~1i tln 2.1;t1.t;~d e o~ tha Pf"u.l \!1i,H 1J.t. 
tOVl~rds tho c~pitu.lis~1i ut,it;J at thlJ mO;:!ltin1.i of ttl) sci zuro r.f ·si:il.t;,~ 
powor, but, its uttltu'do within tho frc.L1:"l!ol'k 01: ·iiho· c2.f'i.i;~l.1'i;'r. I~ 
stu to. In a ~·Iord. Eng131s flrusun ts !r.iC;-TEi3-·o.i COtlG.uct to i··he do·· 
uunatod but not to tho triumph~nt prC'lotariat. It (Ros.:). Luxcr;lb l ;'?'Z, 
R ... forr.o or Rovolution! ... 'ilor }:s. Vol. III. pu.gv 89) . 

-.. : . . .: .. 
" . -:-- .. _ .. ------ . . 

. Thos~ quotations could bu .lJlultipliod <!lmost inaofinitaly, but 
.' I··think enough havd bJon oitad tosho~ thut from avory stand?cint; 

of thoory, of org~niza~ion, of cociruddliness, of rosponsibilitJ 
in gunu~al end thd spocific rosponsibility thut rdsts upon tnJ 
sbouldurs of. .1 Loagl.l.o s.)crati.!.ry, thil whole oonduot u.nd st~m-jPJint 
of comrad~ Swubuck aro not to bo indorsod for an instant. not a 
singlu al:BUIn<Jnt can bo prusuntod t·o uphold thom, andnon.:J ha.s buon 
prclsontad. Tho 'procudur 0 is unproodd ant 3d ,-nd unH31' run tad, thJ 
tona of tho articl!) is disgruovful, rudo ~nd unoom.radolY, th.:, 
oontonts of thu articl~ aru ridiouleus both from tho hi~toricul . 
_nd thoorutic~l pOints of vi~w. 

~ But non a word must bo o.ddDd in conclusion: Sinea it is m~nI
fl3stl:t impossi bl 0 to' do I\)C t vi Jliher thu proc udur 0 or "tho c ~,~ tvn'~, 

. and no sorious uttc~pt TI~S ~ndato do so cftar I hnd epo~0n at 
tho ll""tIonal COalmi ttuo, anoth·.n tack is bl3ins taxon '.'!hieh 10.:.d8 
vary conveniently ~~cy from tho mOds'tnto ~hiJh Bw~bcck s~cd . 
"wi th both feot", thro.t is, from thv al'tiol\) c t :,SSU;) t) Tha n(Jl"J ~n8WOI' 
mad·a to my oxposi tion 0 f tho disputed. p'')in~s, wns: l.i'rrin S"'ft.\ ol?ck ; 
th3t Trotzky r/::lS CO-r:t"NJt in snyinc ·~}w.t I jl:r.lgt> f·rl.~rn3 "jour.r.::.lis
tic sto.ndpoin·t ll 

#I .2. ?:t.C'r:J Canno.'1, tna 1; \:ht~ en::-!"! g~ 1:1,a t J. 1Hh'<! c,!' ,;.:>. 
n1:zod 0. fO-ction against tn." rlG.t!onn.l "oin:..nitt~J i):.} on t:-.. e",vo·c$i; 
possiblu bnsis",tha yo;)"th., 3,Pro~ 0~nn~il:.:..:. cont5.r.\}.~i:;iO:J of the 
undorhandud inslnu!l. tJ.on3 th:1 -+; "anothu: gel 1 illo: t 0 r 'anoJG.llC.t'C" L:I ~!J::',u" . 
Tbo first nnElW03r is a. ridicr,J.o'..~s e.tteMpt,ra:rt t\o{!:1 :r=-~tt.y .. caliipo.if,n 
by the \7ay.to covor U.p all C?rLlb:i.rl'uss.::d p')~';itJun by d:rt'-i~gLf\g 0\,'1:.< J.t 
a quotntion from one>. of oor::rade Tl'Jtsk~Jl>J lct,t~~f'. tl) m-::;. <In.d r.;.:~:; 
about as much to do w~. th thd 3.o1:;l'.ul ques tion uncle:- i~cl1sidar- ~ t.Lon 
as,lot us say,S\'/abiH~k~a u.r.ti~lc hus to an :;-:-it:t r.Jcl HaTx:u:~r(.'2.'i'l~ 

'second "3ns';/er ll is' ~l. fn.td:rt; f::!lsehc')l1 I!/h~.('.'h n.l)bo(l.l t;:an lH':'-"~ l(jJ~ th~' 
) s1mplo raason thnt no o-:ocf~ e.lC.isturt to') :'8 ilrl'ootud to cOI/~r ur: 

0. bad mess and as ·a.n "1dQolog.i.onl. Pl"O}Hl',c:.tion" for 0. j"'a~iii(Jl19.1 c[n.l
paign whioh CannC'r.: e,nno:mc~c1 a~ tl:o sr..m~ m~}eti!1g £01' tl'ld ~:?U-=1':l'!g" 

I of the o:t1ganizo.tio~ r~'gat'til\.=ts,~ of thd wrdckcgo hcJ str€' .. ~s cbo!.!t· 
along the road 0 f th5.e C;;:.r.lJ·Hlign. ~hd third stu tament I cQ.llt-d !l 
frame-up and I repaat it hare.Car~on has disloyo.lly taken ndv~nta80 
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of vierra I haVe) oY.pl'Qs~"d :l..n l(!tte~s to comrr.de TTots,ky on c~!t3.1ri ,.
internat~on3l que~tio~9:snd ~hich £TO~5ed a ~itfeTence uf opinion 

. bdtwoon us on some :p:Jitl'.:iG. to Lon t.i.i1UG u camp::-..i;;;/\ aer:.i\'r,;t- i~ stc,rtod. 
long ago, to which r.,~, '50 to open},: I t~c:k.?d (In ·'the :rint;~rna tlc':!ll 
questions" t'which r0(u:'hlJd i ts he~ ~h± f.i. th,? last conference wi't.h th~ 
1nsinuo.tion-fill~d S~~\jC!l to '~b(: e£tect that. 1. ·.r,~9~:!fter. ~li.'on17 
a potty-bourgoois intolloctu~lJa wr!ter~nn A~arican Naville,an 

,Americo.n!.ando.u. l.'iow t:h-3 RO!'":£ bElQoi1\~J) a little lou,de)" ana e\'en 
less a ttrn.cti ve ~ It j,r, "Ioxy clt3sr t~"t C:a.nnon is 8i.'(~:[n?, ..:l;\:; 1: l:new 
it bllt too woll .. c To t:l.lk con=-tClntly GoboutUcolle.boI'i:.t:i.otJ. If &ad t'-0 
do ~"~:r.ything to renaer it a:;3 dif.ficult. un posf,j,b1:e .. J...f- nat ~-r.:?CS
sible; to solva overy qll.eotion l.~ho,t is raiGed witb t.h~ broad bil'~-r. 
th:l.t Shactmn.n is only ,anothd!' N~ ... Yilld or I.andt1.'U.~ cot-h j jOt Ch<',~·· .. 
thOSd methods won't worl::texcept to tha un!ilistu.l~abla ai.zSdl'v.ic6 ~::'\,a 
anfaebloment of the oxganization"I't is a course whioh j fl (\ .\·73~''1if\~ 
against itself. , , I . , ' . ' 
Ma.roh 12,lg32. - -----Max Shaahtman 
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Il1TiRli~ ·'P~OJ3JJtr·,~S OF T;m CO!.J.~mIST LEAGlir; C? ).!tTRICA (0?P.)· . ": '. .,. 

Cfi9Pl~ t~ .. ~tiS;~'£\~~':'.,an~ 01 SchJ.nh.jm;-" ~h t~c d.~ticle IiUDhCllcl·('I~.t" 
. ; ~9yolutlv~a~~ ;U~3S:tOA'. 1)1 S\'I;.~~ck tn tJle l';J.li t~:llt of 1.{a:.·~ o~~932':) 0 

" .0.". _ ... _ .............. , . . 

• Co:t.~rt,trO· ~rot8!~J'S '~erJ~:d::nr in his ~i!'cular. 1ottn' of Jj~)oo 22~ 
19~~ ab6,lt ~~ha (js· .. 'l'?r-al v~:rsi'ec'Cj V'e~ Cot th~ I:oague .. · .. \'1h1.ch coi!".~~d~, 
wi".h· 'r.'ha,i; haa bc-c\'1 ~I;.id 'In 'thlr. su.bj~:ct III our Se~o.n.d Confc>rf!.n.ce 
th9siE: 8l!d. in "tiler articles ana. dOCU!T'.'2.ntfl-'·ou.g-h~ to be su:p·p1.l?rr.Gll.l· .. · 
(iiI: at tile :p=e~amt tHr~s by n oor.cld(l~·:1.tion. of "the .pro~,.peo~s of tn~ ~ 
more immediate tU~llr9c as well as by ~n estimation or the specjito 
part ri'llich OUl" Le:l.~-;uu e.s an o!'J';:m13at~oll' w:.y·plci.Y in thd iu.rJ~hcr ee
veloJ>m~nt of ".;he Ai.lcn.1 1 C.all Cor.'L1l'ur.ist movcmenii • . 

~'1e objecJdve cO~~:Utlons of the 'mol':1ent, \7i~~hin \.,h~ch the t~9at 
, future :pos~ibill~jics or A.":lerice...'"l Co:r.T!'itU"..isr.1 are slo\11y r~per .. ir~'";; \.. 

press very heavily 'l:.pon th~ OI1'posi t ion o ~'1he icleas 3 . .r9 a·t wljrk, 
'than!cs "~o .our fo.irly goo~l :p~opZ'.;an.j.ietj,o actlvj.tie:>, and '~hc.L·c is 
no doubt t1?-at our· c::m;a is mnl::ir:e silent gain.:> iil the L1a~·~~ oi' the 
cotnmunist wo.rko.rs _ 3ut l t a"O~)-9(.l.l·S to U3 mC:G fj 'Oro'babla 't11:'.~; 4,;)~(; r~ .. lj, 
chances for ::..::::::.::; l'o:pl d o:q:;all':i.3~tlon2.1 r;ro'~'/th \7ill CO~t3 Oilly 13,".;01', 
after the ilT'::i,1z.,u't· ¢-:' c;.r~a'\i f.Von'ljB has riha}:en thg pal·ty mort' ·p:to· .. 

., foundl~. 71:3. t s'u.ch o?!>~rtili'~i t !.~S for the OP'9os1 t i (In of.; 0 a.dv.'J.t.~e 

, 

in 'gr~at loaDs v;111 lJr,:;sent ~~li.H::selves, we c~n hQ~rl) no dCii.1.~";" l.n.c1 
in this' oOi1n~c";i(m J. r:!ost i.r.:-pcrt:'l1"'u c:.l.1estlon :?resC'~'!t3 i'l301t~ ','l.tll 
the nuolcus nhich 1."/8 have 1?L"l?vtou~ly. or~;o!ll~ed. co I,:cc11areti to !:Ie ct 
the Si·iU~tion llr.d ~?1::~ t'vTilznani cf t~e ~a'Ci;y: or a E:urIG"~<lrJ.~5.a::" G~C" 
tioil of· ii;? Or '.'/LJ.1 it t1:.I'n OU~j 'th.:lt the id~a3 of -fjht' O!jpo.:iii ('!l 
have to fInd their evantu~l or~cnisk~ional ~~~lum pnly a~~er lo~g
er delays, by a more rO't1.11(ln~)(J'U+, \,/ay 2.."ld throUGh come other door 
than ours? . 

The vi ndic3tlon and ij!t9 Victory of our ideas in tIme 10 ao:::.ured o 
But th!.srn2~' take 'lJla~~ .5.n a d.r31"tn-0ut i'aEhiol1 and.,atter T:1'.lon 
waste of' tlr:l~ ii' our L92..{?j.le f;).11s ;:;i\ort of ita ~.ias~::;. It 5.i; trnn
spires thnt the ~)rE;SGi!t j~'Ucl'~'JS h:i1-?11 haye e;;:11c..lln~;c(1 itself i~4the.· 
pr~i.ir.linary ·prc-pa(;:l:'l.:1:i 'ta~k3,· .. 'th·::: J:o'f-tlL:.rt7.at.icn of 't~e f".Wo'·:l:::.8r..t"-
al idoas of tr.t; In~r:J:naJ~i.cn6.1. Oppos1.t 1 ~n--!','1d sh~ll h2o'/e fa.i l-;;clto 
ralf:p. thl'! net""'~"''''r'~ ,.."'d ow /)'" "0 c'~·,.J:~, + ..... ".,.,., t:\."o'·~'h 'P"'l'<:o "d11 u:n-- .. ~ _...,_.-,~ •• / ... <. _ ... ~" ._~ '," "4.aJ ... '.' '.IJ.t..;. \A,.~" • ~.L. U 1·_ • 

doubtecUy b~ 'the (l~4se. On the otb:-T }jand, if ':le O~J.t:c~~o. in ·"he 
Ur.:c 4~hat 1'3 a.llotted. ';0 V.S in a.s$cinbl~T'.r~ and. trnin5.~~r; ..? :;.oli·~" 
'10:-;1 '-J 1'1'-1'0=1'" ..,'4(' '''''''"I'£''i''''",·'y. rc-v"'''l.U~·l· o,.., .. ·.1··y ':1""0"'1) +",,~ r"''!'''l~;:' "'e-- -..I •• c;1." c.,.;. ..... l" ..... " ... .l. I - I.,.: J"GL o. """ .. , :.t •• \;i ( .. 'tJ-" •• ~.-

C07:.struc"iio'1 of th~~ :p:;.rt~·--"·lii:h our nucJ.cus as its ccro-··ITI!?Y 1.'t;\ 
accoD"i1,JIIRhad in a. fer. deci '31v~ s"C'ps ai''ter the inevi table !>ma.:;h--'JD 
of Centrism. 1 • 

This latte,r, in our opi.nion, oUg'h~; to be our ('.e'!.ib~l'3te (lim, 
From" this -pcint ot ~'i'3'!l it L3 IJ~Ge:ntial novi t 0 2."i~.t Gubmi t the 
present situation in th~ Le~fue to a tharou~h-GoinG consideratlc~ 
and to eX~lT:li:1C -i;}n 't;"9ivl of <1uvelo1!li1snt, The sof~rC?nr,th ~f 'lie jl,jl~r-
1oe..n sect ion o~ 4;h£': OpF()~i 1;f.tJ)'J. 3.l1d 1 ts ll<1· ... an~~ao:;eC oJ·/(~"'· :~. ntJ:;)i~ r 

. of tile ',::uto,9.3c.n st)cti.r;nQ,--:J,s lile h:l.'1e !ll::.tr.taincd- a~C'.ii1st !'I1~i1Y cr~ t~cc;. 
(t7etsiJord, C;.l!'tcr and 'ji,h~l'S) ';,ht:> fHl.'iT \h~ thiiiq" U.JRl tiD (~c'.';n-· C!JO

SiEtcd. !.tl tile hCi,{!"Ji;Cn~IJ'.iS :FC'l.J:?,' trD.lnHa and :p~e:pz.!'t'.,d. b~,. ye~rs o~ 
strulj[:lc, a~ 0. Sf'l:;J,; f2.r;ttCJn, j:n thE' pa.rty. :h~ 2~.:ldi.YlS G=O~1.'P, 
l"Ihlch had been avl:e:;:bl~ d c\·er a p~ri od of years in t!'..a 'P2.r ty 
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in the Party stru~~les, vIas uni 1jod b~7 a cor;1."unl'~·!T nl o~lr..t.or;.s on 
the conorete ques.f;;ions of domesJ;io J)olioy. as "1311 as by a.il c'('co:-d 
"'1 th fUl'ldanental priTIci~l~; Ilona "f th~· In~F..r~:i";iun~l !.f:ft n,;>J,l- . 
osl tion. It was i.hts eXl'e11ienoe and 'thio 5(mer~1 homJ(£enei t"y ( 
whioh gave the loadersht'P c;.n 8lCcu-ptl ~mal ~{A authorl ty and e.nabll3a. 
1 t to guide the orgb.nis8.t i or.. firmly; to reduce ca-pi tula t i oniar!l to 
insignific anoe and t 0 liqut~latQ opposl tional at ter.iI)'ta \"li t ~10Ut 
cris~s and without cv:m SeriOlJ.S internal dist\1.rb~nces (Fox, ~Vels..;· 
bord, Hal~dn). 

But durine 'thls whole "p~ri()d~ in ..,7hlch a rrenerh t;i~ernal 
unanimi ty was tJi c;;p b.yoJ, t'he orf.;;'i,\ i sn:tion beca:!1eat~,are, f'rom t il:10 
to e imo. o~ alarn\inr, fr.i.r;t iOl1s wi ~hin the Hat i o.nal nornrni.-f,; tee ':rhic!'\ 
gave the Im!lrGs~iu~'l of T-'::rsonal Cll1arrels. This ~tat6 of affairs 
"ras si!malisad by i~he di8tru.ptioll of. the. worJ~ of Ule CO:~'l.'ni ttree 
Dor several nonths after the first Confere~ce in 1929, by pro
traci.ed .abs tent ionz on i~he part of Indi ,.,i du:.l~ mamoc .. rs, c.nd es
pocially by an open conflic~ at the Second Con~erence over the 
$election of th~ new N.C. 

The facto, which were lmovm, '/Save rise -fjO un~<lsinGss and 
diDsa":;isfa~'tion <=:.'lon[~ the members. and to deTJandc fOr an ox
planation of ~he ~olitical reaaonG for the friction. ~o all 
such demands the rn~TIlbero o~ the Commi tijse an~\'fered ijh3.t th'3r~' 

. wers no gorious differGnces on questions of the League policy. 
And ±n this answer was noi; :l. deception of' 'Ijhe organis::l."tion. a.s 
sor~e ~run.ra('!.es cn ~gr:?d. Epi80(UC di fiputes, of course c cccurr~d 
qulte frequently, and .J.t -fjiT!1eo tho!'e ~:Iero heated. discussion:::,. hnt 
when it came "to ijhe actu.al'fromulation of tho COrrll!lttte;)ls 'l)ositi01 
on the importaniJ qnestlons, we foun(l a cO;'\jmon lr.l1(;nag3. This v;as 
'the case aij i;r.e fU.·s"t Haij ion~l Con:::'J,;ren~e in 1929; a i; the Plenum 
in the SprinG" of 1930: ancl in. the resolutions presen".ied to ·the 

.Seoond R:rHonal COj1fErr:?nce in Au..::;ust 1931. . . . 
In 6lli'to of th2.t, the del~gate(l' ~o Ilhe Second Conference 

sitnesocd a otruG[;le q"er the ne'il HC, initiated by coml',Hle 
Shach~~mill1r s at 'fje:nDt to change i -fiD composi '!.il on, which 'fihey were 
obli{ted i.iO decide. Fl'orn i.hG a.-;rinnny of thift di~ln!te, it becc!!:e 
obvious there 'f;O bhe Conference dele~a,tes, u.ilc'\' es];)ecially to us, 
thai" hllG uni ty of the C orilmi i; tee i'l.l~ by no means a;,; firn 0.3 the 
unanimouo poli ij ical rf;1301u"j ions G I3cr.:e <l t (l incli co.to. N'eve:1th~lebfl 
'=tG asst1rec~ the dele.r;ai,jC's of our c!onfid·3nce that. the conf.licts 

. vlould be overcome in the OOU.1.1:'C of COf,1::1on '·,orJ: an<.l C!vr.1l·uclcly 
. discussion ,.,i thoui; plunging i n'fj 0 a e;r isis. 

These hopes ~erl3 not realis~d> Wo'h~ve not been ablo to 
construe ~.ihe conduct of conrade Shachtmun since iJhe Confcrenns 
oijhE'r"rice than as sc>ries of blO\'Tf:,i to t~e ol'['.'8.'1isa-f.iion~ AXHl. fi
nally, 'at i,ihe meeti.n~ of the .Ne hsl{l on Ibrch15, 1932, conrade 
Shllchtman })rezontecl a dO(,Uli"'H!~j cOLlchsd. in such i.iermo :om.d i.i.Iled 
witH such aCCUlOaijions agf,inst \J.G 8.G to !lroclu.de "~hc pos:3ib~il:t:J 
of ijarr:loni OU3 collabQ't"a-ij ic~'.. TIs jec. ti:'18' our prol)os;l.lr. for a )..11"5. or 
d · ~ . " "h + ' , ". J ' , J. ' ,.. ~ , of: loCUSG10n 01 • C 'lueS.lons ·,'/i.\nJ.n 'ine co~::;nl'j".i(;e, comro.uo .),l~~.f!:-:.'-

man h'ad alroady :,;one \)n~~ido til,; Cl)rL1~~t-ij-:~e \Jlit1: t~'1"S at·\;c .. e1c. :::t 
ha.s become the nateriaJ, for =.so i'1.Q".iionr..l c~'~<lif'n in iJ'lO 1(0'/: ~·orl~ 
bra.'1ch on tno·p8.r"t 0.-: ~Oj'i!'<l.':1..JS \,/:10' f'«1.V0 bcc11 a~j odcla ':r5"~~'h ~.he :7C 
right a.lon3. CC{.1ra'd.I3G Abol'J1 .:.nd Glotzer have u.sE"ocio.toi:1. ijher:ls~l~" 
ves r/t ijh this doGwnont of C01nl'actO Shachtman. AG a rct;ul t of all 
this t~ is obvious +.h1."t ~jr.3 or.S'2.Yl!sn-tion is 'P15.c~1 bcfo.:"'fo ~ slt-
~,.:., •• ",-.-! •. ~ • ... ~r.J· ,.. ~, •. " ,. -...'t °;0· '.,~ .... £. ~ ,~ ...... : ..... 
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uatlon ,.,hleh caimot be sol?E:d ny: the Corr.mlttee i~;self., ~t..)tr-'r.~ 
remains but to subo! t -f.ihe ,Ii f.;-p\i.tes to the 0rF:~.'.1iE: ution as ~ ,,/holo. 
ahd. simul~aneously, to tr~'1$mi t thz m:..l. i.eria.l to t:te ot h::.r 
'Sections. '. . 

"" .' The os-tensible b3.sis for 't~ia at~ack, ~J1d t~o faf}'UonJ.l z:.?;itw 
a~ion in the new Yor~\: br2.!'.ch ir..::rpire~ by it, is th~ 'P".lb1ic·3:~tcr... 
in the J..tiliiiant o~ ;,::'l.l·ch 51;h of r.:1. ~~·tlcl9.. ljY COlll!':...;.aa S;;.r5.b,c~: 

" which oha.r1l1y conti:'llrns th':i Lnterprat2.tio!:p of Eng~ls1"In"jl'0(luc'Uon . 
to The C1a3S str't':;f;'l;j'J l~'l .fi'r~1n~3r; n:ad:~ by COi,ll':.de Ce.r J:j91' in 
Young Sl1c!r.lojacus no,. 2;, It loS ('1~5.r.lcr3. t.he.t com.r&.cla c·,'ml)6C1;:'.S co;:~~~ 
entlort3--are··incorl"~(~t. dona. stl'OT'..g· {,bjections are aleo :.1?c.e to t!~,) :;;: 
»o:rtwsC-harsh tohe3/ of his' at'~!i5.cl~·. But evan if these s11uG;J.~,;iol1s 
,.,ere wel1-founcled-""';hicn ws'dis1lu'te--it ifl cuite o1)vious tl1at -. 

. Slich an incident, by i"~3alf,' is- ilot a.nd cannot be ~hl3 roul cause 
of the tumult. Ho crot'm-uJ.) comr:rJ.'fu!lst wi 11 be1i eve for a. r:-. OT;1en J\i 

~hat a national Cor.,r:Ii-fjt~e of r.1ore or less e:;q1erionced l}Oorlo cnn 
be- disrllp-4:;ed ovor ni~h't, for ,\11e sa~e of a remote nistor ic eLlsl'''' 
ui;e or an~' insuli; <4';0 a cOl7lrade. The si".ua:'.ion ca.n beco1!.e CO:.1·· 
llrehen~ib1.e only if i";$ real causea are laid'bare. The f:luf.<'lod 
d1ffe1'encos and half differonces of ths liant, Vlhi ch ha-le' tla "tul'cd 
toa",iho -point"\Y/hera they u;lset ",;ne unity of the Com.nii,;tae, r.mst 
be brought to ligh~ before the orcraniEiation. . 

To p1ace 'the dtscue~lon on thi~, i'ts rea1, !lolitical b::sis', 
is tr..e aim of the ore:>anij' st a.~jor:lent. On thin b.":l.c}:r;nounrl the sre

. eiile disputo in qu~stion, which has bean seized upon as i:rne Dre .. 
~OAt for th!:l a'!it;ack, can be aSEli{:,n~d ijO i~.s !)ro}Jer'Ilro!,ori,ional 

''P1ace and discus-::e(l "'li~jh i,;ne n~cessary objec.l:,ivi iJYa The d.is;yt~~.i'e 
over cof:irade S"'abe{!kts ar iiic10, ','lilieh, u!lile i"'.; :'as a c61"~ain'in
por"li£nca in i ";self, ani will be cliscllssc.C: hero at fii.ll l~mGt::~ 

" 1!lill then be reyealed in its real siRnlficanco as a:u incident in 
a. l.arger conflict--r.hG· ijha't can no longoj.· i"J~-::;::I be confined to 
tho lIs t i 0 nal C oml'11i J.i of,; e e • . 

• 
. . . "In order -fjO bring the ne.cessary cla:'i ty in~~o i;ha discussion, 

ii.eh fitst raqnire::1Gnt is ~:ro put J!Jhe disputed ClUGsi.iions as ",hey r6al~ 
ly lJree- For the Das"t yer..r or so, "Tiijhi~ i,;he ro::sitlenii. TIa.t~.onal. 
COIllr.li ijijee, and pa'r~jicnlarly be".iv:een com!'acle Sh!1.c!'.~'rr~~n. 0'.1 't}:9 one 
sldG and 'the ,!'eseYlJ~ wri ters on the o~hor--llpOrl ·,:,hnSf.! callanor-: 

'. ation ".;ha pracijieal "IOrJc and di:t.·€eUon Qf\the I,8;~,g"'l;3 l'esteu.··
there has been ~lo~ly, but s~eQdi~y ~~v~lo~ing di7crgence o~cr 
quostions whi ch. \'le consi der 1!::U deci 8i ve for ~!Hl fU~j\i.'t'e :J'I our 
movement.. These quasJtiions ara the follo';J:ng: 

1) l'he pos i 1,;i 011 of ou LeaGue on the ot:'uggle wi iihin ij):O In
terns.'ti onal Left On-o'os i Iii inn fo~ the consoli ca.t ion of rcvolut lonary 

.oanros and- tha brea~ wi ",ih ~.liE:n el~:,1e~1ts an1 tc:.ndfJacien '!ljlicn 
stout} in _~he wa..y of t!1is con:101icl.:a.-Ijlon, 

2)T-le conclttsions a~d les:,;o!l.8 1.0 bo Gl·t''.'fm from 1'hts b1"':~r" 
na~ tcn~l s'trl1!;'r;le o~ J;bo 'p~st thl'9C' yec.rs.. .i-lld .. orgr"ni.caJJ.y C:)T.- • 

noct(:d 'Ii th 'the fi::-s t t·r.o ~ 

3)T'flO atti"tud.e of t11·) 1~2del.'thi"p of the LS~GU-9 to','i~~a v;.rious 
nOl1-revo1.~2flcm3.rJ a~ld' in"\'~11ectuU .. i.o;tic te:Ld';"(1ciE>s ~n ~h~ l·:CP· 
Yor):' bI' anch. 
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TEE nrTTiS!a~IOI~.ftJ; QUESTIOrrZ -. 
, I '·In his doclli"nen"u. refferad to a.bove. CO!:lra1lc! ~hac1"it 'll,Jl TO ters( 
1;'t) the disagreer:.3nts- on tile Interna~~ional que::rtion:J ir- 3, T:!C'c,'t -
peculie.r flaY. On the one hand, he accuses us' of, "tackin~ en tile 
Ini.iernatiotla~ quest ions" to other di s'!?u-ljOS arbi tr8.ri ly. On the 
other hand, ha- charGes 110 vii th"disloyali -IjY" in rlent ioning the In:' 
te'''l'lational diiferr-nces. He r/ri'tos: "Ca.nnon has disloyally taken 
advantage' 01' vie~ I har'i expresseci. in letters to cOr.lrade ~l!"O"jS)t;:y I 
etc." Tilese arf.'l'J!.e .. is co: ..... t ~iri their refutation, bo{~ in fact 

d- ,,' 'i - J f -" h - b of of h 1 - - ':',.." - -~-~ an In prlnc pJ.e. .: (JrGov~r, ~ oy e .ray ~ e r '\-=- lOt: F --:-, :-/J:.:..: ........ ,r". 
1rrenconcilable d1 t fe:r..n~o~ between his ,a.ll;proach to these questionu 
and ours. ' 

- i 

In the fi'rst })laCe, our ,dispui;es with him be~a."l \'11 th the In
ternai;ioncl questions, espec~ally on the tlay- 0-1 apprcachillB and 
dealing with them. and could i::I not be "tacked on" tb othot dls
putes tha'~ did hOt 0::i8t in any clearly defined' form. And, in' 
the sicohd pIc.co, we know of no o1:>ligat ion ~"hai;ove.r "';0 keep silent 
about tha intornation?~- questions, or to put them on one side as 
something ~bs~u.r".c'~ and Ontirely d.isconnected i'rom 1;ne lif"a 'of our ) 
League. ' If "Ie 'h:::..vo so far donfonad our' discussi ons of them to 
tho close circle of theleadership. and even more tn&n that to ' 
personal 'coversations fli th cotlrcd.e Shachtman, 1t was not because 
we considered them "cabinet" secrets, but only for the 1>urpOse 

" of helpin6 hir.l '(;0 alter hi s 'course \',hi le Jlihere ~/as yet t ir:le. If' 
Oannon, wi th Jlihe full agr'eement of SWabec1:, SI)oko at the lfa'ti ona1 
Conference- on the concrete lessons of the fight against La."ldau";' 
Uavllle--e.i'tlJr comr~a.lJ ~il:ic!nma.n nad ovarlouked ~.ihis Gida of the -. 
question in 'his raport--a.'1c1 di~ flo;; r:erition comrade Shach-f.ir:1an r s namo. 
nor his ha.lf sU})J)ort of these U~(\ments t i of; ',';"203 not because wa 

" 

/ 

la.c}~ any right 1,;0 speak ollenly,' vr 'because we wish to fi th him 
t~jjth "insinua'fjions" z..nd "hints" 0 It vias only to warn him that \7e 
'cannot agree that our Le~8ue should skip over ,-f~hE)se Int erna ti onal 
experienc~s \7~thouii disc~ssing. \7hat thGy really sif911i'ied. 

I 

'Thea e efforts to InfrJenca comrade Sho.ch'tnaIl em. thout a:p1>~U Ing 
to "1ih3 organisation yie1<;:at1, absolutoly n'o resul"'lis.' T'l1e b.re~ch', 
whi"ch Vle-di d not yet cont;ider uhbrid{rable at the conferenco. be-, 
orur.a wider and our Le~R'U.e becD-me further dotrnromlsed in the In-
t rn .I' 1 0 -+.-; . "J----- t p" ~~·.-.· ................ 1 4-'0 aG10na I)'OOSl.Jlon as a resu_'~ or conl''3.0,es a.JIla.cn"j!':1an I S l'!'Jmuc"" 
~ • «« 4 ~ ~ _ ___ '. • . I.. ..... 

Tha~ is ~hy we have come more sharDly into conflict vdth him. 
It 1s 'ne·cessary to spoak out loud about it now! COr:lrade Shachtman 
\1ill' ha~/e no reason °to com:plain of "insuations," nor of any in" 
directness \'Ih9.te~er. ',' 

Tho evolut ion o'f our differences with comrade Shach'tman' on the 
Interfia tio'n2.l q,uesJIi rons ini;o the o~ien--conflict of the present mo
meht has beeh recordod all alonr. tr..a line by a chain of facta wh:l:oh 
speak for thSlTISelves a.nd loave no 1!o~siblli 1;y of a doubt as to , 
'their meaninG. Tho mare rocl ta1- of those facts--'.'lhich are clero-ly 
establlshed;'-wi11 snO\'1 horl futile are the assorti ~ns of comrade ., 
Shachtman thai; the-present' defferences h'tove been invent edo ana. 
1f tackod onlf in some ti :: kind of a. "frar.Hl"ull"· aB'ains1; him. 

.. ' _. - - . . 

We consider domrada Shachtnan's ay'~roQch to the functi~DD of 
International representative of tho le~~e nnd his method of 

I. 
t', 

/ 
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: conduot!ng them- jt".s"j V.O fa.lse at; tl'l'3 'P0s~ .. t}.Oh !-1o ~~oo!t: on the 
struggles in the otr..~r sections.;' _'ud. Vie n!s,ds o"J.r objactior,s 
known to'him, 110~j once. or. '\\'I10u, b~J.'i; ln~llY tiln'3sf' :::.nd po'! sinco 
iesterday. bp.i; for raor-6 tht.TL iA ~eB.r :pAS t ~ . -. 

On +"'0 81' d'" 0.(' ""/"'I-{,~OC1'S~ f".o·"'r-.. ··" S·-~ ... h ... W\!'1 .... cnv.du. ... .a.r..~ ..... 1" ... 01.:' :..... \OJ _ '~1.., :.1.1.. '.. J.U ,";u..'=' J:CJ.v.l \!~'·,.'.4 :.,)U, 1_ f.I~~ .11 ..... J-I ..... J. t 

DoS 'the· In~ern:!.'tiohaJ.. -.r~)~tJ-:1.t a.i:;' "fa ~J.n(l C01' rES1)~ml:;'irf; o.f ,\1w I~ 
League,· in an irrcsplJr;;;i cds 2,i.'Hl lm1''j ly :pel.··')or.a.l \UJ:~1.. ]':1 th~5'J ~ • 

- '(I:Y.fe.irs, '~rhich thb (I.e~·1JC~1't il1tlll'P.~t fer llihe C(Tl!~1i tt-=:e l'l::; a wr..o.l~ J 

he ac-tod DoS o.n inCl.i.'ridut;.l, not t..s th."l rfj'prese'rl'\:~:ti\'''3 of 'tho . 
committoe and rC~1)o:nsi"1l3 to it .. ne did not !;\"-i3'1\ fi.l1a i1; t'.e.Cl?ss~:· 
e.ry t·o J:'1.ake the iniol'r.19.tion a.hC{l~ thJ .di:"1e1o-P:Jli"tl.t. cd'strugr;'16s 
1n 'thil ·Eui·opeo.n fH;lc·'.;ions" ':Thicn C"~L~·j to him by vir1me of hi$ 

.-~ :, t .. 

'. l 
- I 

of-!'lce. a\1aill:-blo to the commit tCu9 : j 

Incrodible as g nm.y seem to ono who thinJcs in iiOIt:m r)f 
organisation mld collect i're r,o:-lc, ts:plJcJ.~.11y .!.~~, '££:2~'r~:U~~~-~ 
i n -nroC"'·u"'''·ol·· U""l'~'od l'n l' 4.". n' O~l' "-, ,.,0...,·· ... ,:,,., r·· ...... ~C.,. ... rll .. ·.,.., rfl"- """":'''''..1.' .~ I( .:J "" llc...o. .:!.. L.J. J _ ... _ ~ 1. _v,".1 v •.• .1 ,;.. . ..l • ..l aJI!..;, ._u. ~ .... .;,. "'t,,;·· .. u,: .. rna corrosponds;lc;l of co::.=::-~ll(j l'(:)"~~~c:7. en ih:.t"ters re12/~ir..::~· ~n J\i!lO 
most nc'U."lio· cri!:ies iT"l the 3uropoan r;cctiollS, ~,S a pu.rc1.y "pej:r~on~l •• -
corresIlondence. He vTould convey tha oon'tcnts of th&9\3 l5~tElrs' . 
to the committce in o:'l.?tches and brie! e;<tr:.cts. or not at ~l. 
as he Sa~ fit. . 

It was impossible for uS to acree·to ouch a prOceduro. Wo 
could n"Ot think of com:C2.c..e ~lrots!:y a~ ~.n inrlividuc.J.; ?f\~Gin3 
hio timO in a pnruly individual politi~al corrcGponaaucc to 
Aueri6o., ·.'!hen the~:G iG ~nor'f:a.i1ioa.tion r.~.'t"e, in ho.:!.4nony \'lith hi::.:: 
vic~"s, th::-,t a":;I~a.c:'1cn tl'lo [,·(O~:.test impol~tclrlce to e'lery word. h'3. 
'\7rit.ea abouJ:j' ti1C In~.o!.·n3.tio;l:J.J.. CppoqitiCm. We triad to explain 
this·point of ViO~"T to c~n~'a(l(; Sh:lch~rn~11, both in C·or.1i1ii i;"j60 :nect~!l$ 
ing~. and in Ilcrzor..al ccnve rsat ,t':'l::S J be:~il1ninB noro than a yea.r 
a~o but ~iJ~~u~ tho ~li~'~~~+ ~ucres~ 

r;) ............ oJ ..... ~ ~ ..:!....- u t-~ ... J..::.::":' ;: .~. :..:.~~ 0 

• 
We could unclers '\;;:md cOi:il~acl~ T:cot(.;'q vrr i t ing eS31ecially to i 

a minority' of a nationa.l section, or ~·;O~,'l to a. slngJ.9 intiivil~1.i.~l, 
incases ,-"here he founi "jilo cr)JiU':li o!;~eEl aaai!l8t him.-·-&G in j'i:.;;rr.18.:1Y 
in Lanclau~s iiime--or m::;:7,l in case:'; ,l: .... cr(~ tl"_G cor.u-:1it~oe i~~s'91f .. 
"as aiylci.ecl in~jo fac~j ions and 'he f6'l'!1l~~ It n~c~~sa.ry, ~jO i.r.te~:V(3!:~ .. 
But he te \72.3 the COT:!::li J:j -I,; 08 of our I.e. ?.':'11~ ~ 'lr:~.i.. 't e Ci. in it S O','in 
polIcy, \'Ihien had not taken .issue wi th ooin':o.a~ Tl'Oijs1cy on D.!' •• Y 
quostion an d hall no".; been cri ijiciGcd b~7 r.im. Why ~hen 31l.v-..:.'ld 
hiG le'tl.,;ers cle[:.ling Wl.ijh, -pol!.i;lc2.1 C!.llGs·~io!1s such as ";nc [ .. 1'£.:;.l\"s 
111 the French :':.nd German se·c".iions, be ;,']i th~ld iror:l the COiliiP.l. '.'~CI~? 
!l'his is i,ihe 'Poini,; .of viG\" \70 triG'i to s~'.Plain "jO co:nrad.o ~l"'..c..::l~~· .. 
man--ln the -most l'aijient ~..c-nm::cA ~nd rrienclly t9n03 'ou:t ILon3 ttl") 

less ino is tfl.:'l t '·:ay ... •· bu of; \'1i thou t ijl:e s 1i [!'!1. i; os't· SUCCE:f.iS, 'Cor:,.ra(le 
Shachtrnan only beca.r:,;u·~;!GUit ~(C:- orIY"'CO'1WTae?euo-Y 1)0'3i ticn 
an inVasion of his "personal ri5ili;S". -. 

Comr2de Sha.oht~anls at·'f.iituda, -e~peci~lly a~j:,:ljhe tine ',';nen 
the 'si; rugslo aR's.i.:..'lst 1'lnc.~u .. -1T~:,'ri 110, a to. m:.D becor.1ins mos t 
acute ana. we were mes t t'L;"E::er to J:r.OVI ::lr)re aO'out ii,;, for co d us 
to con:R~or -Ij~l~ c.n:!isr.~i lity of ~,sl:ing' cor..rade Trbl,js~~ t·" s.G.d..:.'css 
his political letl~ers direcijly i.otl:.e conr:;it~jeo. ria i~5:ci.. br~c;:: 
i'romthis S~jc:>, :tot becCl.i.1.se ':le Vlcre thirLdng of a ncail.i.l~it,'ll.tf 
C(7~: "ed; ~'h~r.ht;':2.l1. but for l')recisoly oI)"oosi te roa~or~s. "e ----_ ..... -. -.... .... ..... ~ ... _- -- -- - ., - .. -
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, !:aW~4~~±·;.::.T.:!t;Z:T'I:O=CC~",_~~~::~=:=-~~~~~~:'·':7.~jO~=J:::C~ - .. 
,-hoped that a Doluttof.!. i·l(n:~lci 01: foun.~~. rTo iid not want to shifpen( 
rela4~ions '11th him, ancl ':le dla. n')t _Ii.ch to lnjuj,4 l'l his standi:lff 
with cOr.trade Trotsky by "jhe iTnlllic~tion of a ·::Lac}: of conridonce 
in· him. This ac"; ion wa.s t a.Tcen e-{'3ntually by the commi 1;tee on 
the motion of comrade Aborn. . 

4t the committee nee-tlnff . of. Juno 12. 1931, in ,connection 
with ~ discussion oithe crisis in the German and French sec-
tions, 'une follo;·ring mo'!iion was carried: • 
- "T'nat the Sscretaj,4y (S"r~bec1c) irJfol'"n comrada Trotsky that 

he acts of~ictally for the ISO and ask him to address· official 
communi_~ati0E-s to tha:Laague in care of· the Secretary." 

Even thon bomrade S·.=rabeok could bri~ himself -to "oarry out 
the instruction. The let~er ~~s never sent, because he felt it 
would be a blow to comradO Shabht~n and he hODed for a ~ilder 
nay out of'~he diffidulty. ~~esa incidents sDeak very oloquont-. 

. 1y about the orlgin of Jlihe disputes. 

On the 'Ooz:1.tion" of comro.de Shach"jr.la,.~ on the Inoljernat10nal 
question~: "~t DCCrJile 3'.rc.dua,lly impressed 1.1:90n us th-'!t oUl·qu.arrol 
\nth comrada Shachtm~ri over this mothod nnd ~roceduxe in the 
Int"'rnat i ona,l que I!Jt iOl".D wcs rn e.reing in'i.o a dGffcrnace of 'Posi 'fii on 
in rt3gard to tnem. rr~ile ~"u:. still h3cl ?l)},)aro~tly "gone1'0.1" a
greement, there "135 to be ·noi.;od a deciclo1 c_i::'t'crancoin er,1T1r,anio( 
and dofini~onecs. From tho liJ:li\ed m!ltcrinl n't our disposal 
(comi·hda Sh~ch~r.1an '-rao much ·1)ott'er sU!'''pliocl)the e:enoral cr.:a.r~ci,;er 
Of the. Londn.'U;--lTavilla oleiner..t::: ~.,~::; clo.at! enough 'to lm' and \ie 
favored a rosolute sJljr1.1.GGla ar,.:inst ~jhe:r;l. :Even ~-/i thout cami'ade' 

Tro"..skyts il11.U.1i.n,:~/liin5 o::>en'let-4.;e!"s i'~ 'Cas suff'icient for us. '1;0 
reada couple of ijhe tran":;lated' of Lrmcl-au, 8.:r.d to ta.ke note of his 
8mbi~uous and shifJIi;Y t·~c~ ics of Na'rille in his sijrttGr,lo aGD.inst 
tho leadership of "~i1e .~runch LeaGue', to ge'\; a deiTni te impresoion 

of these- 1>eo})le. After hll t :-.<3:'.; '-~e leai..·nea in' the vurty ctrucgle .. 
wi'th elerr.eni;.s o:f this ~iYI)e i1; \"fan inros~:ihls for us to be in-' -
doub'U as ''to' our posi.'-:i.O.l. , Com.::nO-e Shach"..:::;.>.n--uTo0n whom· i.he e-:q>e.r~c 
~ances ~f.the·past left foner 'tracQo--~~s less defini~e: loss 

.. concre~e. LUld. as "Ie· laiicr_ learned. r..uch less conv.inced. "': 

We got a cheap reminder of {~he way ~;hitlgs \trera drifting 
and or the way thGY '7G:~e iJein~ ta~{en nbroad, by tho 8~14iv.?1 of 
a IG1iiiol" fromcorr.ra:a.€f ·ro~j~ky in "rhich he cri ticiscd ou ITr.ti~n~.l 
Commi tof;,ee :fo~ H,s" don.liy in aC'ljing a(;e.inSi; Lc.nda.u and held us ": 
l'art~· responsible for Lo.!liiau's actIons. If Lanrlau had movln 
that'he could not count on the sur'Port of our section a.~or~ others, 
said comrade Tro'ofjsky, he r.1i~ht noi; h~ve aone so· ia.!'in his crillinal 
course a.s bri ng the Ger!lan sacti. on to th9 c'P1i"~ •. \10 did' 'not . 
feel that his cl~i ";icicm Ilropel·J.y 1)-elOhS'~i V.o the corr"rnl t"ioe, for VIe 
had not been put ~<L.-:v.;.:.~~ on b'"':1.:J.rd. \70 tna<lc no l'rotest against 
tho cr1t6cisr:l--l?er~l3cJIi Iy cor !"ec~j in it so If bUii £ent~ to the rrron£ 

, adcll'ess by lllsta}:o--bu1i ~7e,r~~!1 -utlg'e.n to look intp things 
more closely • 

ne sa.'·' thai,; tha resolution em the a1 tu.at~on in the Inter
na'tl<'nal O.p'P?:;'itton , _ w:'.i~~ a~~r(l1a·f\h~('htm~~n r.arl b~cn '3.Ssj_e~3d ... .. _.. " 

-. 
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Which comrade Shechtman ha~ beaiassi~ed to write at ~ha 
'meetitlg of june J.2~ v:it'ha.€lfini'te'ln~'truc~ions as ij'b i~d con .. 
tents, was d€llaye\l 'fl'cm week to Vltle~o· It \"It:.S not ~fJady-1't~:til 
mora tha..'"l'two-monijh-S la'ter, on the tva of t110 coni3:·cllCS .. -a.:c:d. 
11; was lacki~ iii th"i.; quality of def'initer:'33s ;"/rJ.c..'l vIa 'Qezm1 
to insi at on-mora a.nd more. It cona.emn·oo'8J1Gau--Ylho hael e.l
read}? s'Pli t "!ron t'h('l- Int ernaij ione.l OJllosi ti on~··bu"li it avoi f.,
ed ment ion of. TI~·.Yll1(' ',1.'1.(1 \'I.'<\S rerra.ining inside the French 
League for re?.S~!·J3 -o.i" tact i.on:l.l 's i.ir a.~ eg.'l e T~~ s!>ecifi c CO~i.
deml1ation of IT::':'.' il1\:l ,- ·:lb.5.c~l d;p}1.~.:1.r~a in t1w .i:esolut!.-on '7h~n 
it-was publishea. in t:r.3 1,I~H':j~nt, l7'o.s- Wl·tttcn" into the doc· .. 
~ent on the lino1liYllE;JrS box by comrade Cannon. 
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The common resolution on the situa.~ion·in the Iriternati'ohal 
. ~pposition bo~~~ to seem like another of ~hG~a ~ortnless c~~~e
mQ'nts in "senoral" \'lhich. concealed rea."l. dif-Perencos o Com:.:-n.:i.e 
Shachtman ' s internaU onal report at_'the oOnference was si::l~:!.'.Y 
a factu-al chronicle of what ho.d hap'Doned. The lessons or t::e 
struggle as they applied 'Parti6ularly to that parto~f tho ~~o~ 
cess which remained uminished, were left out of account al
to~ethor. - It uas this circumst a..."1ce--c·oiJ1ing after all t}-• .a/\i hs.u 
gone b·efora-- that called forth comrade Cannon:s S'Peazh' at ~~he 
conforonoe.· Comrade Snachtma.."l h2.S referred to that speech r.s 

, ~ "insuati 011 fi lIed" p and as marking" the hei ght of a "campaig~" 
a...~a1nst him. He i~ quito mia~jaken. It vIas a. warning to quit 
triClir..e \'iitl1-T[!~ ;,roblems-of ths EnroJ)ean sections an·djoin 
us in 0. common fiG-.'1t on the siie of th6 revoluti oaary elem:an~s. - . .. 

\1e did.n' t l:'"h~\1 then, - as cle'arly al:l we kl'le1fT now, how rau~h 
actua~ ~mp1iort !'.!.l rcd gi oren to the E'Jlome:ntl3 0-:' :lJ.sintigr8. "~5,on 
in the 1n~jarJ1"() Juion8.1 Ob>I>OS i 'ti on. rle o;}l:;' b~G?~'l to .L~zt.li.s e 
that ijr.e di frarc-o.o es \7ere deep or thm .... i3 hat'. ~jho'J.eht·. cU~lr to 
fear th'lt the ac1liions 0-1 comrade Shz.chtman were not en1iU::ely 

" aociden~.ial. . . 

/ .. 
\. . \ 

T.i3 1.71'ITt:.DB TO'U~]) T~ J?ROBT~TS (T r..'r~ 1:W'~' Y01.U: BRJ1:r~i! 
... - --- ----.. ---· ... ··· ... ..-· .... -:::.,· .. .....-....... -.!1'--...-.c __ 

Comre!le Shach'tii':!8.n! s ra ther ~.mQiGtlO'lS r 010 on tb.b !.n~. er ..... 
na"tio'na.l qU::!S~.iiO~3 112.d. its co'unerpart in hIs ~'tti'mcle ta~:': .. rl!. 
the New Yor:': Era.nch.· 5-]re also ijhe diffarcnc(Js wi '~h hiT:l grew 
slo"/ly ~d. g .. ~ati.U:::.l:!.;V t c.nd appearl).]. to CG'ns iso~ of" cl.L:f.' fa~'EmGP'::) 
in shadi~' and tJmji:a~>1s(1 FOlo a long tir.,a 'tl1ay \~et'fJ l1.~I.; 
clear 1y c.eTi ne t:. ; ar.cl ~ ill GUC ~' e ':'rm.l1!1:J~; :~CI3:') t it ;,;[. ·lIlJ. J:J. V~ 
Dcen futil~ ijO t~liil}: C~.ro!ft open· c'or..:fjj.G't ar'ountt ·tr~:..;~o Wf: 
h"'a a mo .... e or--l·e'·" ::r-:o"'nl'~l ''lC't',.t!.on-cr. ~n 0-... ;.1, ..... 't.-.,..,~-1.1 ~ .... ~, " ..... .1 n ,.J. ..:.,,;, t'; ..... .li6 c:,.." -";;"'".'~ v f;.~'· .. " 1.. ~ ... '';'' u",", .. J .. V .1._,.1 .... ..,.., c..-iJ.<..&. 

an In the CC:-i.18 0:: ".iho int()!"n::ttor..).l diuIl'i)."te:;; WGl'9 in n: hli .. \·,t'Y 
'to expand. 'tr.£J di 1;:c,r pnctJs into 0'P~:'l coufli:: t:t 

. \Ve hai fOt"'~3'):t to gsthor ?:g.::.ins·t \'.'e·l~bC'rd. nn'i othe r cl);rp .. 
oai ti onal m~':p'':;'.::Hl't±\' :i!!r:. thp. ~t strUS(;11 S (:xCl'l'i;cd F.1. C€r.'\ ~.in -

1./:'-' •• j ~,." 'lj .. ' the> .. ,.. .. ".,: t e• ·'··h ..... " ..•. ,: .......... '1.. , ·un LY lnb ,n: .. _,'!.,(, Th.f) I .... It. l;1. ... , (; ... !.:\. _'" 0 "" ',;It t . .••. x>:~ ... :i'r:t,t_C,_.. ,lt3 

02.rt.;:r·Grc-Il!!int~ ii:::; h;:u. If:f·z ~S'!,'38In~jlt.~ 1-.3 subs9q"t.'-(m·~ eV13:':l':;9.,-
. o.nf1. tne l'ro s'?n -I; c!f. HI U:9 t i 0:'1 of 'the '!'!c om~j;i. t to S iu- :oar J.; i c".l1.ar ;;~v e 
ehl)\m·, CU1" a}::T-'reh~~!1sio!l';: as' to ·~'tbt.l Sie'1ificIl!'i0~ ~!1;'~:r..J tiro t, .. -
ap,aren!ly. slit{nii di Sa!~l'e,:m;:nt ~··,',..rc.s nut llil:'Clll.:'''ld'3aC', _ 

, !I!le characijcris~jic of this eron:piT'..g--as '!lC3 e~'titr..'lte it···· 
is p'sdantio 9 tor i Ii ty and acholasti CiSLl cO!1lbined \,li t:'1 inco.paci ty 
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to judga- the a.c tual quostions :po1i ticallyo Comrnl!9 ·Sha.chi~Men ' 
epeake of comr av.ii Ctlrtel": s C'ri ticisms as "freq,'U.~ntly cxagger3 
ated-and pettyll.. F.i1c!' in aacUtt o:m' to that it is .1'0 l.i,:,t icJ:l.:'..y ( 
false. T'nis·grut·.,b,[; C'.ct~ &3 ~ ;r.~di'\U":l t:'lrough \'i~'.::'~h th.; - , 

( l>ropaganc1a of o~'.r }lvJ. i of.; 1 c;.'J. e~ err.les,. incl:tCi.lll~:( 1;~ei 'r sl.!.nier. _ 
fi I tel's i nt 0 t~~ Or>:9 ~:::i ti en: in a modera "te- fbrr:l o Ca':'t'~.r 6.2.1'<3 

. p'ai~"iilal nuppor~i J,iO \'lolsbord o a.nd. as a rule he 1:.as !'30l.p.ct~a. 
t:h~:t acutest. mCmfl1 l.iS-C..t cur fiflht vii th p:':-0~1o,:.!!cea.ly i~J.f.O . -I '. 

t~nder..cies to f.:,h~.rLH1':l his t.:lji;ilC};:~ "n tna Iia,'Iiion::u Cor.mi '~~;oe9 
T.llL'3 troul'ins 1 .. u:::~, man.y 'I; hi nj;;l t 3ui; it s chiei' shortcomings 
is!i!l(:J lack of C;o;n:mmis J, pro19i.;arian .spiri t. .-..... 

We havo conceIved it as a duty t6 liberate tr~ branch 
from tbis influence by a s~raight-out. systema~ic-aTA un-

.- y1 elding 1>oli""+'i cal" struggle. Comrad.e Sila.c hi;rnan \~lan"li wi th-
us part 'Of the '.'/a.y. "'In general" \7e "fere c.greed. But whan it 
came timO to clin'on tr.e POiL'\; in a g:.9ven uis!)utE:l with this 
grouping, and to e~::'tract a·~es·son frOr.l it,'so Jlihat'tha same ... > thing \'Iould not . have ii6 b~ (Jone o'O'er a.gain:?~ c'omrme Shach4,;ma.n 
would'dra"/ back. ThiS, as al",·/a.:;rs, only'muddled' ijhings. The 

.' r~s.l "alucs of 'the discussion ~1ere lost, am i,;hay had to be 
repoat?d conti?ually. 

... J 

VThat theso unformuzated differences bei;ween us and comrade . 
Shachijman rea.ll~' sienifi ed \,12.3 intinat ed rather sh'arply at 
tli-o bru."Ylch meeting !)rior ~o the iriJ:iiono.l Conference. Af'~cr 
weeks of discussion'i'n the b'l"anch; w::'.·r~:r;d by falSe !)oli'tical ( 
criticisms and atiJahks on tr.J Ht='.tion:1 ~oJ:" .. Tjliti.ee, the:}.oCal ' 
exeeui;ivo cor.-.!:1i tte9 A0 1'ought ir. ~ Ilvn<;'!·Li~nou.str rasolutiOi1~ 
agreoable' both to 'fjhe Carter f-:i1c.u.~!? and t:r~~ alJ.eged su':portors 
of the ITC. ''Ie r'ose in o:pJ.jos!:~ 1 (In J~:") s')t'!l! an unprincipled 
conelusi on t 0 ~he eli seus sion, "·/bic:. l!:£ 1; (;Iveryijhing jus t . 
\7here it '!las" bei'ore , and demanded 3. C]~P.~ :ccGolui;ion ona way 

. or the other. i7i th this ci.csign cr)r:~rc~~1.e ';Em~cn in·troc1u~ed a 
resoliltion speclficD,1J.y"sup!?01'tih~ tl:'? ~i:J end.rejecting 
the ori i;icism of-Carter. !fJliS reol)ent')'1 'a tiscl1.~sion "lhich 
showed conc~us~.ve~y t1:,at t';,e ra, \':r..s j~!_~~~_~~~.!~ .1 

COtnrn cia Shachttlan so. ofj silent a.~\rine this discu~3i6n and 
did no·t tote on' ei'~her of the re~olnt:,On:~,. OJ!iher "su]por'liers u ' 

of theRe, closest to comrad3 Shecht~&n, t'!cncantrated,~heir on. 
our reso'luti on. . 

• 
These w~re dis~.;urbing siens, ~oU!d. thoiLJ~h iihey did not 

':' seem to us of enou8l1 im'Dort ence to- bra!JJ:- u:p our r.~nerql sol
idar! ty they ctm'i,j ai ned a warning of futU.~4C conf'licts. T'".llis 
warning soUnded louder on the lasi,i ez~., of the Conference 
when-comrade-Shach'tmsn ins is"jed on eddin~ to J~he 1:0 one 'of 
those comrades Ylho lu;.d noJ~ oat:!n c.hIA ijO di stil"..guish bat ... ·teen 
the tendency of tile HC.a.nd 4.:he +'~md~1'ley Of Cari;er, an.d·~·Jho, 
at tho critical moment, con:;an'txE:'IiEl<l his at~:.i3.c};:S on u~. 

, . 
The ovar~helming de!eat of this !)ro~osal by tho Oon-

fe rence did not ill an;7 ~1ay serve iiO c'onvi nce comrado Shacht
~n that he'had nisjudged the attitu~9 o~ the or~anis~tion, 
.And lea~t of-all Q.i!~ it s~.::ast ;,io' hin the idea of res:peoUr~ 
that attitude. lie sJ?!lee.red to take the matt6r ae a pe~s~Hml 
affront, from ~mich he h~s not yet recovered. 

. ~, 
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This affair thref7 e 'jpirit of' gloom o·:er th~ cj osl nZ hmrrs of 
the conference. The irr·eSi)Onsible and. !Jol:!t.~caljr tnt·or.cact slct~.on 
of comrade Shachtman--fro:n v:hich all i:,c.e C :manittee me?l'l.b~t'8 halt tl'ied 
to d1ssuad.e him--gave r.ew encourageme:1t to the C:J.r!.~,· t;;l-OJp. ";'.,:,'1 
began to "sp3cula.te" more actively 0:1 diviSions :~rj the :li:~i=Lo1"l:'ll \jcm
m1ttee--which Carter had repeatedly hinted at in the brE."Och cl.1SOUS-

. s10n wfthout any rebuke from comrade Sha.ch+,ll~e.r.--r::11ch VI(,\~lJ fa.'~ 111- ' . 
. tate op}:,ositiona.l movement. The membl31'S bt;?gan'to te ar>Pl~t:)hensL'v'e of 

COining conflicts, the reas on for which. Via s not '3ntirely cll3ar tj then: 

This unsettled feeling in the organization has been dtrectly 
: fostered by th3 rlhole course of comrade Shachtman s irice the C onfe r
.ence. The mero listing of his irresponsi't?le acts since the CorLi'el'
enco give convincing proof of th1s. These actions have led him 
straight, step by stop, to his present position. 

1) . lnunedia tely after the. Conference he demanded a t,'IO months 1 
vacat ion. Assenting to his prop()sal, we tried to prevail on him to 
delay it f01" a short t'lme so that it \'loul:d not appear to t~E::I nd::109r
ship £i.S a rOlle tion to the C onforence disputes and cause fur'-;~her u.n- . 
easines~ amonG them. All these argl1ments were iiasted; Comr&do 
Sbachtman \,ould not listen, and insisted on his po~nt • 

. 2) He clectod to go to Europe Ql his vacation 0 Much (l.S Wl op
"posed the idea of intcrnational relations bOing c£'ri~3.t,ur~CL t:~ indi

viduals tonring from ono coantl""Y to anot.her on ::>t.lj'~~n;,ll r~.:>iiC:-:1.,,;ibil-
1ty, \'10 did not raise objections to th:i.~ -<::;'nd of p, vA.ca·~i!)_'1,. 

3) Whilo on his European tour, C~~rida Shacht~~n intc~eBt~d him
self .in tho acutest conflictr. 0:) t·h"t f:,'u.:r~IPe:ll'" 3-:)ctlOr.~J PJ.SS(--'d. judJ
ments and took sidos in thorn, Vl!.t~-:'C.~:t· so Tmch as! sellL'tln,: the lfatio:-I
al Committee a single \"iord of tnj;"O:T;Ij:tU.0n· ~ie h~tr tc hear from CO:-:1-
rade Trotsky himself, in arl iT.'d:i.~fI.~l\i:, 1 ettec 'Ji' p:C'Jt.~st a.guillst tho 
conduct of comrade Snachtmf1.n in .Europe and tr,e f.:~l::H:l eppr·d.i~al he had 
made of the disputes. • 

4) Following the retu· ... n c...f' C!c:llrilc!a Sh~c.ht.;:;\n. a.nd t'::9 receipt,: of 
comrade Tr.otsky's lettnr!, the Nati:-r.c).l CO'~ildtt·)·~ held a. ml3:3ting to 

a~t' on the proposal of r(iin!'i.lCe ~l'otGI~J ,. He hed us'ked the Cl"17:'ln11 ttr;e 
to say l1hether the vie~'/8 clnd Gets Of c~~)'ra(le Sh':'.chtmc.{l, ~~ .i:"-:,I;rnc.t-

10nal afflli,rs \7erO his ovm pI-Jl·soi.1al Vi0liG i.1J1d s·::ta J cr ','i6rl3 r<1prescnt::: 
tive of the Co:r,r:littee's opinion, To ttwt t~a COJYll1'littee cO'.lld onl~r 
reply that it had not evon Imoi":n of' the 'Tiw:m !'o!'riiluatod by co;:rre..dc 
Shachtma.n In Europa a!~rj th3.t. it cculd not ·t.ak~; ailY l'~:spCr.:Sl.bi li"t.y for 

them •. Th-:'s stator.:e:1't. Vias fC~ll.-'ictcd i!l a vrny litoderate -r1?!;0111·::'ion ' 
which d~d ~lOt cond6ma ';c.l~in:.dQ Sh".cilt.w'ln b~t. only def~rr~d its filio.l 
judgment. ell the qt~es·t,i~i)E, pIJ\i=tn~ t.hb r~C:Ul pt of ;-.10':'(i detL\ i1e1 tno.
terial" ':'1"10 discussl~ll ';;;'S ('rmdu.c.i..eu In (l :r\Od·3C'fltO lmd frlongly tone 

I 

,/ and. comra de Stach trr:s.n \'lE'.S elf':c t~d by Un:ll1l./1jOU&· ~ot e to 't'OSUI;:E' his 
work a~ ~ditor "Of the }'t:iJ.ltant; This c·o;n.('lclu Sr.acht:n.ln re'li'uf.e.d to do., f 

. 5) On ·top of all tl,11s we nm-l fl(d cc.m~"a(l.G Ci1r.ch!.i-:~n ~cj""d.ng out 
against UD, in allianco with Dn oppos~tl~nll ~~oup1n~~~~1~h ohjtructs 
the poJ.it"!.~ol edl1.catio~ ·l:-::d c)(vC):i.OI:'I1'1311t. of t·he HEl.~'; 'i .. ,,-.,k bl";;.iiC.h~ o.ra 
hurlinG'at us a document- wl1ich p.roc.laiT'1~ thu (jod uf ~')D9.b()I'.:,t:i.on 
with U!'. , 
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In the light of ·th0 foregoing, comrade Shachtmc.n' 5 dOCLL~IC:lh. 
which would be otherwise absolutely inexplicable, can be analy~oA, 
and its real mem ing det1onst~ated. From the forego:t:-::::; 1 t. \'!iJ.·~ be 
qu1te clear tho. t Comrade Sho.chtman has not composed sIlch cl cioc.U:"I'I\er.t 
merel y for th9 purpose of "correg'ting" a misunderstantilng cf En - ( 
gels' ~\)"I~troductionll on the part of comracle Swabeck, ~Ol' i'c!" t.he 
purpose of protecting a member of the organization from ~nJ~=tlr.e 
and insult. No, comrade Shachtman has dro.\'Tn up ·his docu1J~l1t c? s a 
protes~t agai. nst our ins istence on a firm end u.'I'lambiFuouS j1()3i·t ion 

. on the "international questions", and as a demonstration of :::ci..:.-
. '. :.darity with an opPo3itional faction in the Now York Branch wi'dch j"J' 

&r false in its political criticisnls and permeatod with e, spirit t.hz. 
1s out of place· in a really serious proletarian organizatin'l,.. . 

/ 

., . . 
. And to do this he has been bbliged t.o resort .to a pole!!~i~l 1!l3-

... thod which is foreign to· the. Bolshevik method of putting qUlJst::"o .. s 
squarely and discussing them hone3tly. He had to spin a wO'o of ape .. 
c ious argumentations in which he himself got- hopelessly entanc;l(:d \I 

, Thi,s document, dosigned to discredit us, gives in fact the c.jip·').),r.1.rJc<; 

of a terrific self-rovelation. It can only b!'il'lg us neB.rs::" to 'tr.fJ 
conclusion \'lhich i'lovlS from what rrent bGfore it: his half··S\:.l'p~rE:. l~~ 
Landau-no. ville, his prosent support of the Mill-Fel ix gre~? in Fn'.i:ca 
n go. inst the leG.dsrsh~~p of the French League, his growing a ni::l.~o'l.u~m~ 
to us and his corresponding sol idarity with tho Carter group f).nd oth .. '. 
ers whose political ~~~en~~~~ orientation consists primarily cf cppo-

.. sition to u9--all these events have a certain connection and h~vu net 
happened by chance, 

.' , 

THE DISPUTE OVRR ENGELS' ':r:.~nODUC·rlm~·: 
~~-- -- --.--- ._-----

Comrade S\·:n.bl3ck's (irticle 7'S.S ~'/ritten ir: r~:m:y to StJ.tOlr.~.I;"!tG in 
the article of comra.de Cart.?:c' T'(Jg?rd:ne tha pus::.t:io·(\ tc.kE',n by Z11601s 
in his introduction to Marx:s ~'Clr,8z Str'J.gglos in FrJ.~·'!!~':? 'lsrl) , 
these ste.tements true or falr-;u? D~"" tr~e~t !)e~"Iv(j ::l.r{:'.~oJ.t~tion:;l.ry or n 
re4ctionary cause? These are thn real ~ueGtiQn~ nt isn~~ aa wo 5~~ 
1 t •. But comre.de SOO chtman, in h!.s rl9f(;>!1~"J Qf\ Cl)inrO.(!9 Carte ..... s.:r.1 h:).s 
attack on comrade Swabock t'.':1st~ ;;..\,:a', £"J:';)I1 ihi~ lr.Sll"J lit. tl:o buV.~:l·· 
ning of his polemiC and do~~ r,~t. roi:;;r:."n to t t lr. aoy d:i.:r:'ect 'i:,j 1: 1:3 
has spaco for pages of quotat ion'J ~ bv.t ~\1 doer. nnt br.c~ q~l'Jt.:- the 

. s ta toments of Carter ;'lhich c.O":l".r';:l.)(: S-,vtlbt)·::k a·n~':/l.:H",;c1 t' '1'0 r'J& tore th(' 
discussion on this question 't;o it~ rcal b~.8t;:~ we 1'1v.s·l-, bl3gin va; th tr.ts 
quotation, 

. Comrade Carter wrote>: !'Ro:;,\ (L'..1X~mbu1:'g)) ~n hr.;y· l.nal:f,;u:"ul .ld.-
dress, again invostigatod tl1t) l~ew probJ:ofl"s bt-O,,:.ght. fort h by the Cv1'l
ditions of the wa.r and post-i'l~C ~el·1.tjd" Sh~ :rc::;-ex~lTlJ.:..'cit t.he t3""ch:;:!-:~S" 
of Marx and Engels on the qll./)sticns of ar.r.nq l(lSi.l.t:'J'"(!cti,,-o\ glJu!'!.11e.. 
warfare, forcs and violel~C'3 D.nd ccnclucl'e,r Sl'::'c- irLS1:or:y 1i'iCL ti~i~·e-a·: 
ga.in Pla.ced on ·rne agonC1a "Lno tCl. ~tic ad'!oc:lt~d by M~T'y. e.~d ;;n~~ls 
in the Communist 'Uun ifes to in 1847--8, b '.1 t. 18.. te.' p:r'cc1:l ~.rred '0;; E:1'~ 

I ~els, 'as outlived. (Introduction + ... 0 t.h~-C~:asT-STrCtl?~gT'?~D::"?i;:-nif;- .. 
"arx,r \OUL~ empha.sis.) .- - - .. -.-. --_. --_.- _ .. _-_. - • 

This stat ement ~ s not tr~,G •. '11'.l"'m:m tnt 0 o.n ag1 t~ t!.cr.~l Ei.l't icla 
to be read by unschoolod young~vTOl" kers it could only mislead thOl!1;.. 
in regard to Engels' teachings. As it stands it is a slandor a£a~ns~ 
F.n~ols which serves the reformists, and in this country pn.rtic~lurly 

·f 
• " 

• I 
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, .. '.: ..... : the Socialist' Labor Party which preaches legalism on tho "an:t.hClr1.ty" 
.\, (' of Engels. "The tactic advoca,ted by Marx and Eng~ls 1:1 t.he: Cr)7i:'~U-
1 nist M3.nifesto" is the tactic of lithe forcible ovor';:'hrc~1 of ~ 11 ?-:-c .... 

. ~ ~ 'isting social ~conditions." Engels never proclaimed this t3ctic 
"outlived tl

, he never said tha.t ,Ttha teachings of Mc.!,x C:\nrl Ef1~~l~ 0:1 
the qUl"stions of armed insurrection, guerilla warfare, fC:-Cd and 

~ '.' violence" were "outlived". It was the revisionists ,Tho perf;.dJ.o~J3-
" .. ;,. .:: •. 11 ascribed this ronuncia,tio:l to him, lltili~ing the pu·.JI~.~:h-::d ·i.:trs··' 

~qf·~;· ion of his "Introduction to limrx's ;Class Struggles in Frarr'~d:") OLJ:~ 
• "Ii" of ''1hich they had blue-pcncil:ed the most direct a.nd stl'ikh1·1. 1'('\.'0' 
,.~ .. ~. .1utional'Y pas sa,ges as their e.uthor-itYe. In this country tb.e S, L. ,? 

.: ..... : " . \ printed this mutilated VTork of Engels under a mi!Sl aa.ding tit.J.) .... i t.h 
;-~::, ',' a preface which falsely claims the author,ity of Engels for thi}ir Pl.'o':' 

·gram .of legalism. " 

. • It is this principle issue b~tween reformists and ~evolut10n· 
'.. • ists the.t comrade Swnbock had in mind when he a tts.cked and ref\).t.~1d 

the stf3~tement~ in CO.fter's article .,·;hich misrepresents EngelS arId 
.' .'. holps the reformists, We cannot 3.110','1 such a stateme-nt to 'stancL ~tYl" 
. '. ; challenged in our Pl'oss,and the proper place to refute it was in tho 

I • official organ of the L~aguo. 

Here is what the Socialist Labor Party says in the preface to ' 
·,the pO.per edition of the "Introduction": "But here comes Enr:el~-" . 
, Mar'X" s life .. long co-\,/orker--and i':ho is more fii1. to interpret I,:&.~.x.:f ~)~:'. 

than he--sho;'rinG by facts and figures that th~ day ..... r the b8.rri.c~de, 
of stroet .. comor rovolution, of ~ilitC:\ry action against the capital
ist military forces, uas ~ thi~~ of tho past already in the last 
half of tho nineteonth century.'·. • 

C omrade Ce.r~er I s e.ssertion only po.'re.phro.se·s ~the ({~~{)-r-~'!--oti' -..:6rdn 
of the S. L. P. True enough, he docs not dray, the ir con~l1:u~ ions', 
and comrade Swabeck never accused him of that. But he conced~s 

, their promise, rop~at~ in almost the same words what they say about ~~ 
, the position of E~gels~ and thereby grants them the r~g~tto refer 

to En~el 5 .as their author! ty ~ ComrDde SW&.beck IS arti cla dis P'~ tQd. 
• . this: concession" to the troachl3rous leGalists of the S. L. P. A:'lQ 

that was right und necessa.ry, for the heritage of Engels balongs 0x~t 
elusivoly to us. The revisionists have no cla.im on his authority,. 

As 1s known, the 'r~volutionary Marxists always maintainod thib. 
in the pre-war period, even before tho original manuscript cf t.ho 
"Introduction" \'las discovered in the archives of the·German social 
democracy and brought to life by Riazanov. But in this strUGgle 
against the revisionists i'iho cla.im tho authority of Eng~ls they '.7l-;rO 
handicapped by tho one-sided omph~sis on legal methods in tha pub-

, 11shod version of tho Introduction and by certain statement3 in it 
which, without the qualifying, and complementary clauaes in tho ori-

/ ginal, gave ground for confusion and misund~rste.nding. They had. to ~ 
.. roly on a Ma r"/.l'st interoi:"et~t i o'!1 Qf the documont, on the s ca ttervd. 
reforonces to tho E1,D .. C"easa~1 cCiverJCJ.nt" vlhich ;·lo.S ll("lt bir.cl:ng on ~d.c 
people if the rulors bl"'eak it., on 'the l:'orr,G.rk that "the right C'f. ro ... 
voiutlon' 1s, in tho lost analysi s, tho only reel ~!.:-?.~ t histm'i c 
right'" , and on tho Engels letters of protest against the atteA;Jt 
to po.1nt him o.s a. "pacifist worshipper cif legality at all costs 0:1 

, .' . . 

The revisionists of the time--as now tho S. L. P. --took full 
advan,te.gog-of the one-sided emphasis on log$ll methods in the "editcd" 
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t·'tntro.duct tl')n'~' and"'BOM'!~'t~'in; :as R1e.Zo.no~fp'o1n·t·~ 'out" Ii1 t t;li;:·,:)·t~c1 ;t':' ";::::~~ 
:1it," Of!"i ·o.f'tor' .En'gel's J" death, 'v:hichoccurred a '·tew 'moht.ns·':vl te:r ,,: ~;:,!i.:.. 
.p,011 ~ical ·teste.m.ont repud iflting the rovolutionary past ol h!iT.::~l~ . an C! 
ll~;,C1'" llith: \,;,h~t success this tres.cheromt.:th.i~ ,t.re~chOrO'.ld: g~;(la ( !.i~· 

'. :playod 'wi t~:.~ngels' Intl'oduct ion 1s' re~eal~d':rnos~': po1ntodl~'- ~.r h hcl;. 

~~~{0mbur'g ~n:,hor spe,ech 9. t the. founding: Congress' 'of the Gem.an C (,:1\" ' 
P1~~,i~~'.l Par~¥ .... Sho s~dd: "TwO impo!"tant;·"c'onclus~ on,s \1ot'\;). 'd1'G.ri~ frcm ';' 
},n1.s roasonlng.,' In the first place the parliarno--'::'ary 'stru'£'Gloi7as,:'. ~ 
~c·our.thrposed 'to direc't'rElvolut'ionary act10n:by. the proletari~~' .. ~,nd·:· 
'\:,lie fo:.":nsy., \';:as,~'indics,tod' .. 8S· ~;;he. only,: pra..cti.cal 't;~ .~Qf.~ c'arrying on· 
the class, st.rug.l~le.. ~rliamentQ.rism ~'d n.othing but pa.rliament!lristl~ 
WIlS t·n,~·· ;l:'ogi"Cal s.equ!31. \;:1 t~e, c~itic~sjjl.tt .' An~ "further:-, "Thenc'ofol"r . 

:riarci< tho ~to.p.:ti:cs ox'pounded by'EnGels' in :1895' guided the, Gel'lilo.n '-socb,: 
~aOri16cl'\a'cy": 'in" ovorythingt'hey' did and .in 'everyt hing; they ~ Left: undo'ne i'
'ao~;n ·to·tho'e.pprop~iate 'finlsh of'~Augu~t :4', '1914:.'(' ; ;: ... i': ~,~!.;:-; 

. - 'The,:o.elot'io'n: of; some "of' 'the r.los't,'~'-vit!;ll,se·ct.i·ons:, of" thoxorig1.n~i 
aOCU.,?C~1't,~ so ·fo.'r froTa bat:in'g no' 'significance-'-as:the- S ... Ii. -. p.: a.n¢! ',~'. 
il.H';or-' it' OOji-.:r<lc1es She.chtmo.n and' Cartel" t1n int.a in·· greatly f~.ci11 tu tc .~ 
t,-hEf ec)fo·::ise..l 'c1aceptibn of tho ma6s9s,~r:'<:l.e~t::!}{en ,~1 :~he, .~e,Y,:J:s. ionir. ts. 
~Ka'uts"ky ,': :aci_o1"..dil1~'.~t'o _'B:'+~;?:P;l10V ," Im~H1 that the puoli'shed' '~,:er~ ton' eif .. 
'fe:rad :E ~lG'i.1~;l'ican'&ly 'from the ·o .... ig:i.n~l,- and he rirote, thnt if the re-

. volution!).ry vio',':point (r:-v-:::!;;r~l~-~~C':;"2;::':':~-:; \/01 tanschauung) of Ensels does 
not r.i~·i1iCc·st·:i ts'elf "I':i th ~thEf "ricc'os sc.~y :'c"l'ari ty 'and· eec'isi'voness, th·3: • , • \9., .~__ _'\":"':____ _ 

":':j;t'l fs ~ ~l1ot·· he '\';ho pOo8.'rs ·tno :gUl..l.~" 'ou v" '.11 s ,GGr;;;H? n ; fr.l.E;naS, \'IL~O fo~"-ce 

(, 

'h1Irt· :tol~dispons'e 'with :the con'c1:uslon,·. bC'cr-lllse 'it .. 1s,_:tod.r(h'oluttoIi8:r7~· 
ttc{o'Y "ll:iOli6v'ed'; ·~hfl. t the ·'int'ro'duc:t·ton- t .. ~po;;o :cicCiFlyenour-n i':l'(' n~llt, • 
tho. t; IIoi7evor, as Figura (?) has sho',m, this is not the Cfl.SC." 

Tn i.:·~f ~~'.I.'.'. L".: .. ' :.'!~!'~' "'\;'~:" ~.~. ',,'·~.··S-.-:-~·s:.:~.;-r:T·i.:·~' '~":_. 

vc.,J, i: t trli ~ =tlieir' ·:pr.mphlet, '~'\7he: are' 'Uie: Fds i~:f.ors ?~~. 'thEt S., :L'.:: .. P .~i:tf.s ;·t ' 
::bay: ~·"'I"ii.e 'al,lc t~cd. c;n:i:cs i ens" (whtch 't hoY., ,.cal'efti11~p 're i)"',e;,i)): fl,~~.~"t~ AUC~"!,;, 
Ing) do not serve the Comesoonist (Commll~is'::') purpose £l.t f:'.ll" •• but· 
that 1s neithor 'here hoI' ther'a and l:::u; l1~tht!~~ to do with the c£l.se.1t 

Co:nrm e Carter in his stntemel1t~o t:I-..:j ~,~i"jlYou\.n-Co~r:-E-'C.-t:'c3"C:i 
}.lo.rch 51' argues: "Tho Socialist La bar Party rep~led to Tre.cht6nbar!; 
(uho quotod the d61otod sections from Rillzanov)~ I havd not been ab1 

to find a co:neba.ck in any of the Communist publications ~" And comra 
Shachtmal1, prassing harder alonG tho samo line, a.dds: "Tho r:holo in
troduction, urJ7arbled, uncut, undistorted., '\7(\:3' pr:f,ntod by Kiu-~Slcy,1I 

/' 

1 

'. .. 
~ 

~, 
, , 

, -. 
But ICautsky himself had a different opinion, He thought then t 

as we think now, thn. t tho cla.ims of the rovis 1 onis ts c'ould be fought·~ 
more effoctively if the Qrigino.l document r7<;re published. Whereupon} 
say: R1Qza.nov, Krutsky made the folloi71ng proposal to Bernstein: ii' 

"Bonlste in 1s in pos sess ion of the manuscriptsJ'!11eft br our ma.s
ter. If the 'banuscript of the intl"'oduction should be a.mong thorn, to
gether uit.h the Cl:i1ittcd conclusion, then I demEl,nd that h9 publish thi 
oonclusion, uhich Engels omitted for extern8.l considera.t.ions and not 
bocause of inr:..or roflccticns. That w1'1.1 prov~'CllstinctlY !,nat little 
caUse Berns'(,(nnnaa t.o tD.KO recourse to Engels." 

But, says Riaz?nov, Bornstoin did not rea,ct to this cha.llon' • 
", And tho. t did not s top him from stubbornly repel?, t1ng, in B.ll the _~te 

" editions of his book the contention thg,t the renunciation of revolu
tionary action \'las the lasttestament,of Engels. 

In the lightof these fo.cts appoars the onormous valuo to the ro
volut ionists of Riazanov r s discovery of tho or1gina.l m~nuscr1pt. It 
doos Q\'iay with the confusion a.s to Engols' active position at tho tin, 
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:·"~··""~":"'·~~nd.~akCS his me'anlng crystal cleA.!'~ not only to educated r.tElrxist.s~ 
.• : " but to anyone who wants to kr.on "(,t.e tf.tff.i.-;--Fl"\5M tn~.rOi'!liir"&T1::'::·~·-

.
. '( ..... script one CB.n prove, no·t by 111te='Fl'et.~.t:!.:"}n only. but. by E~"\sels 

, . 0\11\ direct words, tha.t h-9 never r'c~o~r!ced P..A1 iota of hI.~ i;:j-v6T'.1.·Y~()· 

. , 

'" nary-viEJws', to S8.y nothing of pj. ... :)clai.r.\~.nG thE-m "outli ... ea~:.. If h~ 
said--in the pub1is~od vcrsion··-ths.t::ttlc 1)~.l?·!l.:~S,~~C'd f'!.gl'"ltii"lg r.lethl~ds 
of 1848 c.re today oosolete in 6v6r~ respect", he outl5.n!3~--L"! th~ 
8uppreosed sections--othol" f!.ghY,ing met.ho~.s no less fOl'cofu.l ,;:i1ci no 
les s revolut iona.ry. If he re:nal'ks--il1 the published intl't:,,'luct ).:;.:.'1, .• 
thEt lithe rebellion of th6 old style, the street fight b~hint1 G:1rrt· 
cades, which, up to 1848, gave the final doc1sion, has b~co~a a~t~
quated", he lee.ves no ro'om for doubt in the originnl i!'ie."iu~c1 .. jl)t., '. 
that he menns only "the old style" a.,nd the old form e.:-.d llvt !'e·I,j~1.
lions and street-fights as such.. No~ vlonder the revisionists cc.'1: 
.cealed the origina.l documon.t 1 It wa.s necessary for their. pt=.rpo3c e 

'. 

A few quot?-tions will suffice to show what tho deletions si~if:;ed~ 

The published version said in (Page 21 of the S. L. P. editicn; 
·Page 31 in the P':;:J~~ paper version): "'l'horefore, eVGn during th.€) 
. classic ·pe:L~1od of streot battlos, the barricade' had a. mor;al r&thE:.l't 
. than a materia.l eff(;c~. It \7aS a moans to ohake the solidity oj~ 
tho militQ.r~l. If it ho~d until tr..at. had·baon a.ccor.1plishoc1,·tho vic ... 
tory \';as t.~~\J·won; if not; it r:leant defeat.1I There they str)p.7h~': 
follOwing is left out:"This is .tho point of view to be borne in ~~nd 

I eVen .. ;Or ~in El.n invest ign ~ron Oi" tEo pi:;ospact'sor-tno l'Ut.ti?'oEtFe-(.~!-·--
'6O:t"tlos. r,- - . :-:- - - -

We have here i.n Engols' olm words, as R1azEl.nov comments, "l~ot 
a renuncia.tion of str'eot battlos nor even or ba.rricades, but'ulti
mately {).;:o a moro diliGent evaluation of the chc..."1 ceo f'lr them. 1i 

An~ther quotation {Page 23 of tho S. L. P. edition, pngo ~~ or 
the po.rJ3r volumo} riith tho daloted sections under'scored: ";\nc. "t.'.j:~,! .• 
lly, the newly built quarters of the l~rse citios, oro~tc6 st~c~ l;~G 
ha ve been mado out in longl straight c.nd \7ide. streots &S thoj'll~':~ r'\~ _~'J 
to order for the effective use of the new cannon and rif!as~ T~e 
rovolutionary, who TIould himself seloct the non oorking clasD dt~~~~ 
tr1cts in tho north ~nd oast of Berlin for a bnrricadz b~ttl~J vo~la ' 
have to bo a lunRtic~ D068 this M9qn that the stT90t t~t~le5 ~il1 
nlay no part in the futUF07 ~::-o-:-; U'v--a~.r:-It;-s~l.·\?I;fi('(\F.·i1-5" '~;h6 ;:. ·(.I}n-
~i-:~O·l·l·:"'- ~,.. ,.:~- -cr:·c-o~-e -1·,....., f"""!o'''''' UY"\ tt"'-\·o·-"";;'l~·-~ f~ rc:-:o-,;-r~~·J"'1··:;1- 1""'''·() I." .. ~ ., •• Cl '-.I. ;:. ••. .l..... .;. ... c .... "I • u ,,10. , .. -J • •• "" JJ. ".~ _ .... v ....... ·,. _.,~ .·~r" ----.-.... ,..,.~.11'-.- . - .-,....- ---'-'""---!r .. --~' -i.r···'- .... - .. -~ ..... -........... ---.J ...... . C'l",c.l I ...... " 8~':i. j:':l" "~O'''''J ll.!."r.··r~uL·:' 7 0" -"'€1 r:~ ·t·:a·(··', !t;"""(". '.- ~" • .,.'; ~u .• .!.!-. :. ..... :..:....' .. £ __ :..:.. _J,,___ _~_c._ . ...:.~. ;~ .... .: .. _.:..'" .;. __ ._J;_:.," _ _ .. !:.':.'~.:-: ... ' '"'::t<o"'~I.:-- ...... 
O:i t, tl!: S ;;'11 t nor. u:.::.roc 1 "0 2. Vt)f; ::: v.~(.(: S.~ ;"Ioa Srfly -rr',;.n:'.. s u;,\! 2. V':l'':;:) .t'':> ~.: 
·-:rr-· ..... _ .. - -~.:--"I "'-'--.-~-.-. r '- .. - .. __ .,.-._--.... - ... :---- 1'.'.-." 1-" ---- --' . "~.' 
eJ.\'·u:).tlC(l carl:;0 rl-Si:l\:l'r-.. l. Zel.l ~J'.f O~:~:':J'~" J.:i~~(jl·IS • ..;,!lcn .i~.;7'1~·,t; ~·"~.l.;,. 
~"r.-;')~-:-"-;"-':. ·"~"'-:;;-i ~~~:;-;:--~. -;-~;;-:~;-';:;"-l i-~"-,"",-:r-;:- ~ --:.~::.- ~~:'-~'-:';- •. _\ ',;:--:."'\: ... 
·\tll:~."i('.lJ Ot; ...... '_ •. L~., ""..,,,,,,,,,,J. _n .., ... , ... d. •. J ... tj • .: • .",.,g,·s :1. a .. J.:. •• t· rv~:) .• \,;~ 

't"'lo·11t.r,'Irl 7:" r'(.s .!.5.·:-oT'c-ou~ .. ~Te, ·-m~·c.-~.\·1}]~-:Cl\·(.1 -c.ne--{ci;./'ii"i,\:··;Ei ·(:~·~uc,..: 
Err:-~i'~es'6'ur~os OI"'-s~lf!1~tt E:--S"U~~li·j·~rl·.·t,~ttrs ~·:LT.r· r:at.fj:;·r'-:..~·;,(,~t:~··;:a·s ·l·.:~"- ~~.(! .. ~~ 
Sl'e ~r~-·~;::i~·/;:-ic'fi" R'eVc3'1-:.T-~I"oIr; an::r'J.':t 'c3- S'~-~r~r:1o';:i" ~.-s0:,cf-·:r\!T-;)::' ;5'r7 ;)1':.- :Lc~i;:: : 
.'-~ •• t-? --.-,:- .... --~ ..... :1 .. -r"":- .- •..•.• -.~- .... - - ... ,.,.. ----~,--.--....,.-.• --.• L·········· 
in ra.PJ.s· 1 "',,0 ODell 3.i.,·.:,e.c~ l.I1!'·!! \:0 'C:i(l l.Ol(UU:il'".rt) t,.':iC',lC~ 0I. .~:1';' ;)al':'.1.-··. csd'0's7"=. ... - ~...,;.,..- -.. ..---... -~ .......... - ..... -...... -...----... -----.--.. -- e .. _ --.. ---- I -- I 

~'bat bas is 1s thero 'i'/hn. tav9='~ ~. t:1 't-hf' .!'& ce of' t hf.)~e v!o;~b (;r ::"::-: 
gels, fc!" the S. L. P. to l'opre.;(!l;t h.ii.l ::?S ~ho~7i~b ~h:;.i'· '\I1~I:·~.3.~r/ ~.c· 

. t10n vgej.'r.~t the cai1:t~:;li3+" fopcc!' W:::..~ ;'J tH~.r.q of :'h·\ i~:j.3t. r:l::-'J~ .. ?t" . 
in th~ 1 e.3t r.alf of tb. 6 nin~t.~Hi'\t·!\ ct:t.,t:it"f~·-·?·l'-f'o~-f~~~;·(-:<) s" ·c>.{· -;>, 
lir.ip eftGr them e.{;a, ";1~h'J;;t, '';~~Zhj,riG hid wCl.ra3 0:' th:!.n~in;CJ; ·Jl'..'.!.~. t.J' 

was 6cing, to corrobo~at~ the1~ falcu co~tcntlnn with tho n~ 13:: 
false CI3::H:,rtiol1 thaI:. E':~g~lf} p"o(;;.e.i:~l';(~ t.r.;, tcctlc '.'::·Hd1 h,'1 r.-.:1 :.>r:: : 
,-,;J d t d i th ro ,-.-.,\,,-~-.--.•. - .... ·-'---···H-:~--"~··--- ---- _ ..... "E1.u r:. \"OoJo. e n a ~c..!l,;;r':.nJ..s·:, 1!8.:''l:L;':~t'' . Ot=. ..... 1.Vt"!Q. 0 110'''1 :;:~~ • .1. , 
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; 
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o 
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• the observation of the I.iarxist schola.r, nillzanov: "TliZSJ ~:OR:'S IJ.~ 
ENGELS AJ??EAR TO Ol~B LIKD .A. rROPj-~3r.y OF' ~'H~ OCT0.6~1 rt3YO:r:U~t::O :'T!!t 

, 
. . Did the revisL:mist~ blue-l'~nlhl tnf:' oriBinal c10CUi.l;;nt " str lk·· 
ing out these nnd other vi -+..a1., dn:uct ~i;c. -:;umants, or o.l.4 l;:n'jclG . ( 
striko th~m out himsel.E? st .. l"\.c)1tr.l!l.:'l rrJ::~{)S a gl'aat point of ·~;·u:;, ,il 
so dous C£'.rter. ~hu s. ·L. F. "p: .. 'OVQSli that Engels m:.de the cxcls·-
ions: ".from whichll sz.yc the S, L. !? 1Ti. t is eVidont thut if cr.:, t'hl.n~ 
appoars in 6 discovdrerl r.l(tnU?Cr ipt. T.hut did not appl3ar in thtl ~!03ilU 
Zeit, i1j VlBS at on03 tir;)'l or anotb'3j~ uxpl'.!:.ged by Engels himsol:",;' ,.,~, 
rados Sjechtman und C3rt0r p~aEs this ddduction vl3ry insi~tently, ~£ 
:though they cro "scori:;.~ 0. pOint" th~Jrol:Jy tLgainst comndo SVI.:l.OCG\t., 
and without stopping for a momtl~t to oo~sider who has an int~r~6~ ~n 
this contontio~. ' 

.. 

" 

I " 
Wo do not have sufficient facts at hand to givo a positive) .In.-, , ..• 

swer, o.nd \'10 do not consider it docisi Vu for a revolutionist. ~'r~1.l 
S. L. 1'.' s~Iproo fll :i.s full 0 f loopholGS and is convinoing only to 
those who w3nt to be convincGd~ In uithar cas~ tho origin~lm~nu
script givo~ tho sumo indisputable proof of Bng~161 rani t~ought np~ 
intont ond confounds thu legalists who misusoa his authority. If 
Engols agroud to tho nolutions undor tho pressuna of tho oxcoption-
0.1 conditions of tho CloDlont--thl3 situation cr03otod-by tho draft-
ing of tho naw o.nti-socio.list law--nnd tho insistenco of tho Party 
laadors--l.t only ~onas to 0. ruvolutionist ilihat Engels was betraYed 
and th~t his d~ath soon ~ftor prav~nt~d his punishmant of tho bo
tro.yoro. 

• • Onll can Und..1Istand why tho S. 'L. P. is so anxious- to provo th~t . 
. Engels auldo tho delotions of his own accord. But why sheuld comxr 1S' 
Shacht[;)un a.nd Cartor bu so positi vo Sond' insistont? Thay don' t ~::no'l 
any ID0ro. about it thun gO do. Riaz~nov is a Cl~n of groat pr0stiga 
among rovolutionists. Comradv ~rotsky in a recont articla S~Ok0 of 
his "'incompnrabl.3 i,l:..;.rxist ur udi t,ion II and. also omphasi zed hie axc op
tional consci(m tiousnoss,' ,pur ·tiicularly in rna. ttaI s of his tor ic i.:;.c'li.::. 
oonc.orning our huri toga. In ~is article in IIUntcr dl3'm Bannor d.\Js 

. M!l.rxismus II No. 1 ho gi V,JS tho de fini to irupr ossion that tho cho.ngl.1!3 . 
WJr~ ~al0.in BJrlin. In cno ~luc~ hQ ovon makas a distinction ba
two~n thu parts struck out of the M~nuscript by tha "dditor~cl Ll~~
pencil tl cnd 0. "correotion m<.:.da oJ' ~',1gals himsolf in tha prouf-sh.:/Z·r.
CliO r.l~,y tn.ke his .chOice be~j';le~n th:.·'j ra,Prusento.tion of l1io.zanov (7i1 U. 
thll iilib.tCll).S "oircumsttlnt!o.J. eV').r}..:;nco" of the S. L. P. accordin3 iQ 
hts f<3.ncy" 

But Sho.cht8ar! h;:;.s got binlsoJ,f into sucil a positiO}l, ho is ~o 
COt~c~nti'.:.t~d on tl'!U clasig:: ci. '''i\~',ld!1S a co.e~ll against c()mruda £ ~,~
bock liiilt, ho pr.::iSa3 oVurtho p:t'inc.il11.o ·iesu~p 'of tho di&pttt03, unc! it.3. 
a~~~ o~ eaoh side~ I A~d, without realizinc whet ho WUE dOing, ur thu 
spir it he .. oven).£.. in doing it I he un(:ort~:cljs tho Sn.r.ai" ts.'Sk, if l'i)t 

. for. 'til 0 S"'lr.O onc1~ I as tha.t under taxan in iih£\ S. L. r .. paJlphlet \Vho 
aj~O tha P31s1fil3rs?":to discrl3dit Riaznnov's discovory of tho ol'~.gi ... 
nal. O'[.!l U.d C r i 1> t • 

lie harcf.Qvrf.l on all koys: III~he whole intro'iu.ction, -ungn.l'blatl,. 
. \11'1 C'Jt I una i s to.ciiJtl, \'1:-"3 pr ::"nt ed by Kr..u to]'::j ,'0 II •. -iih.) v:ilola ';'ihi<;h 
iCi\lrl~,l{} pr ir.t.,d viini I,ngdls e.ur.horizu't ion arid. ~o!'oo: C~I'r\.lC tiOIl'J, It 

"'Jhu ci.e.!o'i.iCc. 'SoetiOJlS nro obvi,ou,sly thos3 v'bich Er.:1..:>l& hlr:;L;"l:! J~,-,d 
b lUI!- p\!nci 1.1 ~u,'! And th03n l ha'Jing oOi!iplotely :}onv:Ln'}uc j1irl,sel.f. t ne 
4eolDl~~; "Noi.ther Riaza. .... 10y nor 'rrach-t;G,;.b,;~€: cial:e to Ba.y th~ co:~-

- '" - 9 t do YOu mea n "Ri.a.~a..Il O.V . dees not ~"? .c..g~in:;;·~ 
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," whom .1s :he fighting? Whom should h3 be afr:;a.ld 0 f? \Thy do YI)I1 cl:sl- " 
.. lange him in such a tQn~? Corn::::.::.do ~ce.cb.~rl'.~,n d.oo'S hifi~S,)Xf no crr\!it 

~: '. I by this belligorent challcnge to R.i.~1.;. •. ~lOV.. Jl:ld ~o::::::n:3.;.l Gi'.:rts::=., \·;ho 
-' .• ;is.1n·pursuit of "historic tru~i}." flj::C its cwn fi&ke~ !OltO.":'R ol1'tbe 

! ....• ·pa.th comrade Sl1a.chtmen '.'lith some ob~orvation3 tr.(l·~ t'·r~ no l'sss 1'~-
[ . .,( .. ;, .. markeblE)". Comrade Sha.chtm~n has oxplainutl. tllut Cartor oxp:r.-7s!1(td r:> ,;~~~~:::::~il'liroBelf "awk .... tardlj". And for that his actual trend of '~hought H~icks 
i i' .;.;-.;~-::';:. out all tho more crassly. 
~;. ~rv· ".~ : . . 
I· • "" '-Comrado Carter is offended because comrada Swabock bru.sh·J:l 11-
:,' . 'sido the quibblings of tho S. L. P. and paid no ~ttantion to th~m~ 
i . He also is quito sure that r.mg'J~s char,god tho Introduc·tion hir'lf;r.'lf., 
\; And he actually complains--in his st:ltement to thtj I'jationv.l You+-rJ.· r-
f' I • Oommi ttae--tho.t· cO[;lr;;ldv Swabeck "dous not so muchus mention t1~.3 D. :' .. 
I:. 1"1. pc.mphlet 1\7ho aro the Palsifi'3rs? III This nugligl:Jnce convinc~n~ . 
i~· .. " him "that comrade S\vaback's interast ViaS not in correcting Co f:1is::t1-
l.r- terpretation of fila .. ~s and historical documontsll. Comrade Cn:r:tej: 
:; . ~ . is undoubtodly against tha conclusions of the- ·l13ga"lists, but lH) ~d: .... i!.,. 
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their "historio-impclrtiali tyll 0. trusting confidt;)no13 in' his diSpti."t:'c 
: VIi th S\'lo.bocl~. .. 

n~he refutation of tho r~visionist and S. L. E. claims to bueo 
.themGelves on the authoritY.of Engels, and tho purging of our pruss 
of any 'ramnr}::a thut could in ~ny ','lay, halp those claims--this is tho 

quostion nhichnintorostod us ~s revolutioists. This was the obvioQ~ 
aim of oomrado Swaback I·S c.rticla in tho Militant. 

ru CriticiE:fn of LU.xoU1hurg find Trots~::v 

'O~mr,o.de Shachtman overloo}::ea. this sido of the q~'estion--or at 
any rata roferroti to it only in passing--end r~loasad instond a 
flood of quote. tions from the discussion OV13l' the 11 Int::Lodll.ctionlf' \"ihic~. 
took pl~ce in tho ruvolutionary camp boforo thl3 rlorld Vlc.r. ~l1is 
~lscusslon, of courso, h~d its o\'lh value, but it has very little to 
do with ~ho real qUJstion in disputv: thl3 misrepresentation of ~~-
8&ls 1 position in Young Sp::.:.rtacuc. But avon on this Bida of the 
queotion wo cannot find a common stt.ndpoint \':i th ~im. 

# 

Comrada S}~chtm~n assures us that tho pc.ragreph in Carter's cr-
tJcl~. to which S\'l~beck replies, is murely a'parnphrase in·a ve:y 
.~ondonr.:~d form of ·~·:ha.t "Rosa (he Glanns LU:;{.Jr.lburg; h.<3r~olf said " i.h ~ 
her ~po~ch at the first congioss of the C~P. Va didn=t know tost l 

:,;.:)(1 no ena could kno';/ it from a roading of tho p,:.l.l'o.g=o.l'h, tlrd \79 1.;0: 
l<n~'''1 it yvt: aftar all the expla.natio::s, inclulUng th~'ii o~ ~.I:ect;h,l(··YI 
Sv.'::h UJ!~~' n~vo buon C:.lrtor's intention. Wi) sh~ll not (ll~.9tltoJ. tn,1i: _. 
but h:;,s 3t~te!ll\mts ar':) in no sensa a!~cond<Jns!)d furm" of J,;U"Y.:I.H:,i"JL1.:r","':·:'j 
:r~it!C:L·J.·.:Sf nO'1; e\'~n an "a.~;!}~·;!3rd" onc. Luxr3mb il.l'g diG. discuss u.r.rl ci.'i·~/~-

.' . ciso E!l:~'Jlr;: Introcu,"}tivn in .• hd::C SpOuC:l, bU"1i 'f1n (txCJ.minution of T'i.£
lei:-£ wd 1 show vrJry o~nc lU3 i vdly th:l.t her posit ian is in no Vi:J.Y l'e-: 
lated to th~ onu defJnded by Shacht~an ~nd Cnrt~r. / 

In th., fi:st pla~o, LuxemburG did not have the opinion w(J.oh 
~hach~~~n ~~d anr~~r advanco--in dubiuus SOlidarity with the ~. Ln P. 
tna t tiw 'l;lfltTodu.c.tior.1I in tha publiahi;J vers:ion, raprrJ:J'Jnturi t.~'l 

."ufid;"storteQ" 'l:,;',m of Engdls on "linv quoation. ~nd OVuIY Ij.nc or. 
har ~pe.~ch ;:lh0\'/S th::.Lt Gh.J could not n~~vu agrQod Hi th ·~}-.lJir j d.~~ t:;:.t 

'1;})o dc] ot od.. 5~Ct i.~\n~-- rU scovlIr ud \.lit I3r h3r ClI3a. th--ha vo fiO /3 i..f:~5. f i.
C{tll~e... '~'o ~U~· th~t ErlJJ1 us' Introciuction is ftl.Il;)' corr(l('t, una. tL.l-:; 
ll\]::.celllbu:r~·~ ~;i>~lcch id iJ.lso cor::coct--c.s tl'u:/ clC'--iG to plc.y · .. :it~') .;.~)-:(~. 
t'.S ViC}.). (.S ld.tnldo,!'3,· Shu criticis,)rl '~~l~,) p('E:i.tiun t)f Zns.J~p, ~;j .::r 
19 .p.reueni'J·j. ond-t::ld03dly in t.n~-pubII.:;lH:6. vl3l'sion of thv In'G;Lodu'1f.j-.·" 
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and not fro,m ~he st,~ndpo:tn.t th~t 'J.!. ~~i:~ ;A.f..J::. ~~ ... ~~'1 •• tt~:!. ]. ~?:.t\.! . 

. \'1ritten and lat~r bJc~r;~ l\outllVQl{II. ~recl.s.elY' Oi;Ccn;~H.· i~ rtT'l'ea::'o,l 
ro-:roav ~ " out 0 f cor.r~~ c.c {':\ t~.? r • . ~.~.~.~j.~. P.b9.?'.e.:~, £.l~E!.1.l!·:~?~ ~:~~'l, } ~L'!.; ~ J( 
ha.ndled ~n the dele1:ed. S~(!i:l(',ns ~lnlch wet'!? .jcc;·(, as Vel.lIn. In' .1.b~ • ., a.~. 
t.?~D.y. -: ---r -_. - .-_. - ... ...... . . \' , .... 

. .' 

t 

How far reoovad from the O~S\1.i8t~.C9.1. s.r6l:1~t>nt tha1; the p\ibl1 sryed. 
vorsion of the Introdu!~tic!"\ is,· e, whnll'? :).:"'.d r,Jj 'C' D.t6sEu'ltat.lOn ;)f En
gols' 0.0 tual rovo 1:'::~~i..c-.r.:-.r'Y );'03 j,·l;i.c:-... :!.r.. Lux<?~. burg~ S Gorr.l1cn 1; on 'the 
document. In un e.!:'.l·Ll<jl' pcJ.ei:~i.c, \'ih~ch Shbcht(t.n!'~ qllot,·~;l. ~:I~ :int~~·- ". 

pretlld e::i defc!1:iad th~ !nt:roauct~or. ,lil g;3!'".er::.l.. Eui; l.n hl!I :;pucc.h' 
· at the, :part~T Cor.Rros~ s!J~ ~Ub;:li,.,t(.>d :!.'t to Do r;lou.~!, -'lxr!.m.tnc.tjon and 

fourHl g-.:a va faul t.s i!1 it., nut for tl:Of:l ~ fa ul t!:; ah s d 3d not .ho let 
E.!H",ols l)')·t~vnall:l ".:' O~~; nor.~ i h 1o, t~U 8r.(1.ch1:m:m :;!..,(~ C~ t~t.'tir- d~- '~'n'lin "(be j .... __ 1': ____ •• • ___ .. rI-~'" _ ~. 

Q~precato tho i~po~t~n:Q ot the dol~~~d sactlons and ascTiba thefr· 
dol\ltion to tr':;-:;1gt::..n nimself. She bla~~d thu :t'E~rty 1 e.:\der'.> tel' ths 

.shortccDings D~ th3 puhlished ver~ion. This is nhut she s~id:.uI 

.must romind you of the well-kncwn fact th~t the Introduction ~~~ 
in' question nas vritton by Engals undur strone prOSSJxe on t~6 par~ 

· 'of :tho parlicmantary group ••• thv:! ·r.ssurou Bngals, who liva(\ aL:t'j~2. 
-and naturally uccaptcd the. assuranco at its.faoo-valuo, th!~ it y~S 
aboolutely OS8dnt~~1 to scifGgu~rd tha Garcari labor movo~9;~~ from a 
lapse int6 anarchism, and in this way thJy constrained him to write 
1'n the t9no tp.oy \·:-1-e.:JJ.ad ;..I~. ... 

. \ 

Haro \'ies' a stra5.i)ht-out condur':'''18,tion of tho Party la(v'~r:; for' 
thoir imposition on ;r!!,GuJ.r:l. --for ·thnir o.busa of his goou fa! tho 5:0-
tho gama thay plaYJd, ~;; ;15."z~::.nnv s~ys, "\';~th mD.rkvd oar1:;;1:- i~(lfl. ..~ 
nev~r DCCUSJd Ei1;els C'i a. ~:dl~c.i.ple dovintion. ~he sa:Ld ill tt.'<l.'t 

'samo SpJ.?cl:: "\',:u t::).~:o cnrr c'tdnd. uron ';',ho 5:Lc:md C'ccupicd by :,.i().cX c~rl 
- EnBul~ in let,d3; ,,'j3 u,cioI,t 1. p:>Sl·t:i.<'I:'! fr\~:il ';:idr.:h in -prLf'l(;ipl.e. t1i!'~; 1"'.0 ... •· 

or movod~" If 1}0r1!"~tj.t)E' f-nr.cht,rJ) ..• n :.!n1 Cn,,=i;,ll' \'!~rtJ l'a~d . .l:r trJ ~:t~\,1:i ('.1 
thepC'Gi tion of LiJ.:<.m:,bv.j'·g :I t v/~u.ld sibnj fy a b~~ s-4..op f-~'n';i1:rrl. H'.tl.i 
evan than they ~ould not bH 9~tLI61y ~isht, for in th~ li3ht of tba 
original ms.nuscript, LL:.Xo:".tll'1urg h~r:301f ':,'a9 n0t oI'tirvl.:! ri:5ht in h~~ 
speoch. # 

, 
" !Juxomburg stn .. ted plain1y--in oont,r.:l-distinc~ion to cor.l'r~d.~n 

Shacht[!l~i.1 und C~rter who t!;!rl1d \'/ i th t1:w Intrca.uc~:i ion anrl C'-l~v 2·~r'·"11 
with h.n sJ>o<.lch--th:~"'j "th.) '-Int:!'otJ1Jc'tiO~1 ' ...... ·.5 t:!1a formal 'procll.,t:~=l.1ii(i;' 

'. 0 f t:!1u :10 th:' t'!g bU:1i p~,l.~ 1 j,c.~ill'ln ~!~.d.,~~ t ('.(: ~ ic ~i •• 1 )).:1 ~ fu:c tt.or: :, ,·1{'.vl1 ~.n .. 
g016' prt>fa(;a dl3cJ.~l'G:J tiut, o'l'i.l:gto the mC\d~:r;l de v ol.'')p!r.3;lt of gi
gantic 9rmloR, it is positi~ely jns~no to 5upposa that p~~lQt~rl~n~ 
cC.n \J-"or stund up nr.nl~)~~l; 81..,1..1 i·;n·!i U,l'hl':lO 'iii th ;r~:).ch~ n~ L~V:~5 ..In:.l c·· 
quipped ~ith all th0 latest technic~l devicoB, the ~~3attion is u~
vi 0..1 '1 J.y bn.s 0 cl 11gO n til') o.s 311 r;::!' t i 0 ~ thil. t l~ n:t 011 e ' .... !l;) bo C 'Ji,:eS 3. f; 0 -!.(H (-!' 

bacocuu thor0by onaa and tn~ ell one ~! ~ha props ot-the raling 
clD.8G. It ~r/c.ul<l b~' !l.bcc.:lll'\.(lly incOmprO!H)\1.S.i.L)c; ~n "tho li~ht 01 cr)l1" 
tOillQO%ary a~Forionco, that so not~d ~ l~Dd~~ eo EllgelG co~ld h~va 

· t'orr'Gi tt21 ~u(\h u bll~nd.e\·, . Col . .! 11!(1 not kne\-7 'ljhll circu.:lztanco.,- 'i':l~;j};:! (;11 
· 'tnio ·T~J.stoi:-i:c~l···d;:jc-:·uiu~~·i' ':;U'l Q0l.1'p(J(3o:>d.!1 . 

. . Could ROSa. ;t,u:::cmbllrg r.rlVO Il::.a.id t1.occ:: words uni i t'l thin way, i .. ~' 
aha ho.ll k.:m::n \_ilt .. t ::;~li'~J.f; I.!.C;tu.·.l:)Y v;r.or,13 tn tho c!,j,~i.n~l l:Jr.:"\H1.::,c~:-:"1:1 
p'·j..~~::..lZ'l ~~: ~;~, .!~l~.,~ .. :·£!..~~(~~r.:? ~£ :;:~~~ 9.~l .. ~n.(~ L~~:~r.~? Ir:~ to.!.lj 0 t' 3~)'!c. k ll\'; 
cL' tj~.L.5 'bl~u,'~0r'; \·i·:~1.Q :.n~ nO'\. .r~ltrl\,'i.oY ba'.'I.! $;.j itl {i.t) Rit:za~0V fod ;.(l,~ 
n~h05u W')!'a.::;; a.H"'1.~>: to L~onll l.lkc ;'1 pj:opr.,,~y ,;)I thu o"~t'e·,: ~:~r"\C.C!3 of 
th~ O:.Jtob.n: r.~"ol\4tlol\:"1 



" 

( 

( 

" 

/ 

.- .- . , .... 28-
-- has thxor-1n in a.S ;3omD kind, of l\ p~oor. 9.ga.in~t Swe.back, e.1 thounh 1 t . 

serves ~n opposite ~nd. . . .; .. 
Qont"llu.ill~ his scholarly expo~;ltioi1 of "dialactios" to proy:,;> 

~bat (lvoJ:ybody was right--Ej~g31s r I:ltrodu~tion t:..nd. tilnsa rvvol~:tlon
lsts who ori ticizud it in thoJ fql'm in whioh it was published--Sha.cht
~n has recoursu to ~rot~ky. T.l'~a or in3i:.g 0 f this quctu tion rt3vJ7:-.1:;. 
~ven moro oloarly the empty verbcli3ID ~!~h which he is playing a!o~na 
thd wlYholo quostion. Here is the ojll.ll ~hH~tl:On quotation as 8hJ.cht
rQan gives it: 

, 
"In hie wall-known lntrodu~tion to Uarx'e 'The Cluss Stra~21~s ' 

in FrOonco' Engels CL'\l&t ud loom .,for 13r~a t ~iE; l1.nder~ t~mdings, b:{ r,:r;un
terposing tte militury-t9Qhnicul dlfficultiue o~ the uprising (~pua
dy shifiting of troops with the aid of railrouds t destruct~v~ affe~t 
of [Jodorn arms c.nd e.C".muni tion, \'/ida', long _and straight stl'Qats in -the 

_ . modern- Gi ties) to tha n()~1 chances of victory resul tins fro[J tnu .; .... 0-
,lution of the cla.ss composition of the army. On the one sid~. iInrel.'> 
showed himself to be protty ona-sidod in tho appra.isal of the role 
Which is <lua to modern technique in rovolutionury uprisingsj an til") 

, other Bide, he did not considor it necossary to present the fact the 
tho ovolution in the cluss composition of the army can be bxought ou: 
only when peoplo and army ara l~onfronted'.,.The Russiun revolution 
hUB onco moro brought proof of the faot that it 1s not arms, o~nnon 
and armorod ships which prevail ov~r ~ooplo, but, in the-fin~l an~ly· 
SiS, poople who prevail over arms, cannon ~nd armored ships." (Trot
sky, The Balance of tha Revolution, from "1905" pages ::!OG-4) 

This, says Shachtm.:.:.n, \"Iho claims the published Introduction scid' 
all that needed to be said for the 1,'!arxists to undors tand and that 
the dalotions add nothing essential, "showod ho~ Engels' stundpoint 
wns nu lonf!er o:onlic.J.ble. 1I One raust h.J.va very littlt3 tagard for tilo 
fii6'ii'ning 01 worus or iI-,v -intollig~nce of hie readors to aSK thom to_ 
put Buch a construction on the quoted roruaxks of Trotsky. 

Trotsky ~idn't criticizd Engals for what the Intorduction said, 
but for what it l\: it unsaid. Ho found thc;.l, t the Introduct ion as it
Vias printed, "created room for grdat misunderstandings," that En3'jl:; 

" Vias pretty"one-s idod If, thut he did not cons ider vtha t the evolut iOll 
of tha army can be brought out by "confl'onting" it. -

But it was just this"ono-sidadness" thut is balanced by the in
clusion in the Introduction of these ddleted sections which ha~e b~cn 
quoteu [.obovd--and which iliazanov ap.i?raisus 0,0 lis. prophucy of ~h~ Qc
tobor :ovolution." ~a do not boliovo thct Trotoky, any mora th~u 
Roeo. Laxomburg, wou.ld have ID.;J.do thdstJ cr 1 tin icr:t1J 0 f Engol-a i.~ t b~ 
whcle Introduo~ion. as Engole wrot~ it, hai bden befora him at ~~d 
tiuG. I • 

,"R\Jvisionist Promis~" 

Conrad:) Shechtman has undor t:1kon 0. ~actional d~ fensc) 0 f cnrrr()~\." 
• Carter'~ jndofe~siblo statement. To dccuwpliuh this, in an !n51~Gtt 

,my, ha h2.6. to C.i3Cl'cdit comr!ldo S':labac;c~n roply to Cc.l.r-Gdl'. ~vr;r,r 
:.!top on" thin pt:.th J.ud him so C1UCG dtlOlhJl" i~tq tho !l;or.:!ss <.if so;:jy~~-
{:ry, P!lssC)o off us ·'dialoctics ll • ~o judgo b:r his uxpositic:1. jjalJG
tlcz 13 f;C'r,IC ki;1d of lugorddrJa.in in -;/hioh t~l;:.gs nuvur"stCJ.no .;.", tho; 
~.pp(?er t,o St?l.ri, _'1 !r.ystory in ,'inicn plain ~t.:lt.um(jnt an~ d.Jfir.itl1 0:;'

~ily-vdrlt~o1 f~c~s hav~ no placo. 
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The fact, for aX6.~ple, thf'..~ corr~·..1de Su:uhf:ck, jI, refvti.nl. cC:Jj~:_vlo. 

Oa1'oer.'s misl'(1presunts ti.on of Encel S: quoted tho': pln.in, Sj,:flPi.~. (ll-
.root words of the OrJg:'ilv,) t'el:''C J.S .:mly a prooi vf h)'3 ie[l~:'('J""e f' 
tho Marxist method. It r~Y&~ls t~ co~r~d~ Shechtmnn that S~ab~ck 
hhas not understood tba iir~t thin~ 'ab?ut tt~ hj5t~riG~1 disp~tQ,'f 
and, in his bu..'1gling i3'1.oJrc.r.~: t:\: iI.;:;e tilt:.lly cf·pr<.'c OneS l.h~ ql~0S t.i on 
from opportunist prOmiSJii .. " Lo:?~ u.s s~e. 

nven before tr.o \i'1.~, s:.q:;j tl!n~~htm~n. teo lo:.di!lg 1l1j.'.:·x:l i;-;;r;\ !n t:be 
. Second Internatiol1>J.l i.l1t.Q1·!'Jr0t~cl t~lti ]ji.:i,b!.:!si:od ver.5ion. in :;) rlj'/olu., 
tionary sans a. Th[lot i3"-1i-x·lle-;t:r.'d tht.ly hud tha l' :g~"lt yn -'t'ilt:;J'i' 'sr'Cla t 
they ropra~ed the true revolutionary though·t (,f fn.i}el:~. :Silt 
Shachtman leaves out of account--or, r~ther, !~tV~anticn~ only ~n C2~~ 

:: . 'ing, the fact that tho r~visionists, among nhom thoro wa~9 ~ot 0 ~~w 
. \ "dialectical" jugglvrs, also internr.1ted tho Introduction 511 a r(.";iQ

i.onist sense. :..nd he passos 0vor al'\iogathor tha success o-rtho" ro·:· 
vis ioni'SToln dacoi ving thu soc ialist v/orxers. The one-sided sta. tJ
mants in tho Introduction, unqualifiod by tho suctions which th0Y lw .. (l 
deleted, \70re v:oapons. in their hands, and gave theLO <;.n edva.ntab~ bo-

/. 

• fore the socialist masses who respoctod the authority of Engols~ 
~'ho. t .LS \'/h~l Kautsky, acc'Jrding to Riazo.nov, b13.l,.ed, tho 'party :'o.J.ci.3ru 

'becauso Encols r lib lua-penci lldd" Introd tlC t ion did not ma.ni fvs t Lis 
views \"lith the"n6c~ssa.r:! clo.rit;.' c.r.6. d'3cisivo:1uss." That is why ho . 
demandod that Borns vvin Ptloliun "tile or i;C:in2.i. c,anu.scr i ot. . .' . . 

0.0.0' would thin]c, frbrn c·omrc.de Shach trnun 's proson ta tion of tho ' 
question, tho.t.oroal 1:a.rxists aro distinguishod by indiruction of 
speech, that they novor usa plu.in words to axpluin things. If Enl ,r. 
nppaars to sp Oa.K ona-sidudly, or to lol;.:.VO SOiJO thing. unsaid for the 
mOai.Jnt, in .. con~id·Jration or thoJ pending !l.nti-sociulist law, ;.:.nd litho 
timidity of our Barlin friends" or boc".us-3. thoso 6u[;",ollfriGlldz" th~m- . 
solvos mutilated his m~nuscr~p~--th0n that, according to Shecht~~n'~ 
twaddlo about ~rovisionist premises", is the corroct way to spc~k un
der ull conditions~ And if S·,n:.bock nO\'1 doos not rvst upon thJ pru
war interpretation of tho W~rxists end rofors to the new facts arid 
oites tho pluin words. ha "doasn't understand tho first thing abou.t 
this historioal dispute.~ . i 

Tho oonduct of tho prtJsent "historicel disputa" 'about Soci(1.1i~'i\ .! 
in one country shows hoVl much this ooncoption of "dialectics" b;,v~ t,; 
do \'15,th the fighting methods of tho Russian Marxists. ~haJ 0:1.'1 .(l~'c1\
onst!are, and they havo damonstratod, tha falSity of this t~o~iY ~;~n .. 
p01~tlC3.l and thaorotical grounds ;-Jithout rosortins to a fnTlrlc:~ (hrc ... t 
qcotatinn from ~ny ~arxist Buthority. Bu.t whon tha opigoneG Edvn~c~ 
thiu tht;lory on thtl uU,thority of Lt3nin, as tha raviE:io;"Jis i;:-3 C131IJ(1~ ·the· 

uuthoYity of l:ngeis, tna.Hilssiaa uppositionists did not rJst.with a. . 
pur a ly thnor etic[l.l oxplan:::. tion 0 f thu q Uust iC'r... ~he~7 j~il!~;:{ ··,-;.;h2. t 
Sha.chtr.;:ll1 lc:J,vos out of a.ccount--that tha r.1~SSdS ~ro l~ot· Ilu.ucclt~(l 
MO.txists. Thay 'undorstood--~'/hat fo·h<lchtmlln h~s not thlH~.~ht of-··thc:~; 
~te mfi~SBS hovv n gract rogard for tho uuthority of tto clasEia ~ca
ohel'~ " .. nel call be docai vod by tre'achorous ro farellces to th\)m. 

~horf?f()r~, when St..llin bog!ln to quotu Lonin for :13cci.1J.'i'c l';' LJ, . 

ono c0L)r~t:,:,y'i, . t;hl D'.lssiar. Opposition brcuf.ln th·') §"~.E.~('). \i2.:rrlp. ?/ l-:~~'
in hi.rrls-'-Jlf to rcratt3 ~:ili)rJ, just as S·";.;.!Do;:~k bro' ... gh~~ u.~ a •. ~·\!t.:i. 'Lr'JfO:; 
"f Er.Eel~. In cnu 3ar;ticn of 'l'rots}:,y's "CtiticlC:i.\ of "the. D;-;:di; S'r~-,,' 
grL;.rr,l~ Cl.lon~ .. -c'!'J. thoiJ:;~ quotation is not his Olifd~o::>:llY pol:}('!i.c:!! ~.,._·i:h"'l.l 

he m;\k'~f:, ~}?~~!l_~~-.t.~ .<l~oti2~io:,~ f;..~ L')!1i!! to, 0~~ ~],jp.t .. .'!:11:! P~Y2.s:~i.:~~ 
r.~~,~:·\r".':" 1'1"-. ... ,n .'1n,' r.n;:!,''''\! ":1(1 roo rl:-::~'t. t;J f\l.t; a.~.'tt)o.("J.t.v. .. . 
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: Car·~er t 8 articla \-/a8 U nd'.1S-p3~;>"!, ar~':cld to be read by t1.rlsc:!]noj.Qrl" 
, youns \1orkers.Ha mOodl3 a statan(:lllt. Ulc.;. t. 011 !:Ta'p:!:Or:3~i!'ltvd. :{;i'lg~l~. ~"a

beolC cited tho Vlords of ~ng~ls hir.;s~ilf. to r(,l~\J_te it.. Und~1: T-he C Lr-
" Q\lIll!Jtt'tnqQQ ~h.'o.~ was tl!J ~L~pl'1t;t) th0 ,,;()6~- et~ecth' J~ the1'~:(ore t,h'1 

, qPI~~Q~ qqf'~ A~~~o~~ Qt ~h4 ~i6;9preql~t~t10Q. 
- .~ 

~o.l?o IS,SUJS ~ Str}l£S2 rht~~d~, 

A lcrge part of comrade Sh~ohtmcn's documQnt is d~votod tv D 
very learno4 £lucid~tion of the idaa that legul ~nd illcgcl and il
logal Qathous of stru3g1a o.re not mutually cxolustv.;), th:.lt tt,,) t'r;~~aa
pi~ shiftQ froQ one to tha other and b~ck again according to oo~~~~-

'ions of the t~ca, without pacessarily affaoting prinoip1e. Thlo In
str~ction was noc~ssary for us baCQUSd wa didn't know it bofora~ 10 
ba oure, it we3 precisely 'l10 who initiv.taQ. 'ih~~'~ tho struggloJ ia tn'3 
Party Dor u tr..an ton yaars ago against the "arol3d insllrr aotion" prc:~a
ganda of that time; Wd wero 1ika~ise in the front of tho fight to 

'bring tho Party out of its undergl'ound sectarianism and establish it· 
legal exist~nca;. it is truo that we are even now pressing the Party 
to empha.size tho fight for "democratic rights" tl.nd to guurd its 10-
gali ty--~n d tn all tha t tice Vli3 remcined coccillu.l1ists. But COGll'i:du 
Shaoht~an found it nocassary to eXplain to us--at length, in dotail, 
and with pationt roi'l;aration, so that €Ivon a var-:; du1.1 J?arson could; 
undorstand tho instl"uction--that ~ngols did prea.ch "p ou,cofulnass nne. 
o.nt:;'-violvnco" for the time in Garmv.ny in 1895, th2.t \10 should not b 
afraid to admit it, und .th~t Engels did not, becau.se of tll:lt, "cousa 
to be a revolutionist." 

\7hon S',1abeci: danieil tho statament of' comrcde Cartur, ,the.t ;::!l,je:lJ; 
had "proolv.ir.jed. tho tactic of th0 Communis"t:; llanifesto outlivuoY, (;::;1;,

rado Snachtoan aSKs:"Is it possiblo thut cocr~dv S~aback h~s not ~L~~ 
even read ~ha foreword, ~horo tha change is cdvocatad in j~zt GO ~~n. 
VlordG?" .And thun he g009 on 'co uC cus:) S;-mb'Jcl: 0 f foar ins to QUO ti3 
Engels' la'~tl3rvto Lafargue to tho effect th""t "I preach this tcctj.c 
(peacefulness and cnti-viJlonco) only for the Gerc~ny of todny ~ni 
evon than Vii th substantial rasorv ..... tion," bec<.J.use"i t would upset aD .. 
hiB contentions." .. 

But oomrade Shecht~an has practised just a littl~ sl~ight-of~ 
hand hero ~nd pllt tho obj 00 t in u. di ffiJront box. Comrada S';:ubec};: r c
futed tho claim that Enguls had deolarod ravolutionery t<!ctiC6--:r,:iyt.: 
insurroction, guarillo. warfc.ru, force and violenco--outliv03d." C:1r,\
rado Sho.chtr.ir' .. n C",3}:oo him dan:,' tho.t E~gvls praQchad :'pc::,:,cufulness ;;.r'~.' 
anti-violonce" for th3 mOI~an t in 1895 and (.'lakos h itil impl:; tha t s UC ~'\ 
position would nu.vo--rn;o.n-r-iT1ih;,;.t ~~ngo1s boc<;lGle U :'C'3visionist, c.:. 1a 
Barnstl3in"--"That is rlhat I moan," he says, " by suying th.:.4t SY!:l'c(!t..:~ 
approo.ches tho qUEJstion 'iIi th r ovisionist pr t3mises I If . 

And than, having put comrudo Swqbock, wi thout his kno\·llod8u GO: 
oon~ent, ,in u position ift which naith~r SWUbdCk nor anybody elco th~t 
WI3 kil:m of in th.3 al.1dric::ln Pc.rt:1 hus dJfondad sinca the fi;21"..'Li T.'it): 
the "li3ftistsll tan yu.J.:,s ago, com:cado Shucht~t.;.n proc()Gds ut fL~.ll 
swing to dumolish b~~back. ~ith drudito historical raf0rG~C~S, qu~
to.tions, sn.Jor's, 'tnipB o.nd rh3torical :lights--to say not:-.i!'l(; c£ i:~.-:: 
inovit.=!blu :l.ppa;).l tc'''d.iFll\)ctios'' whioh h;.3 sorvod so oft0n ,:!.3 u. C;':>V\;:I 

for [;IIH e vor bal.t~ 7.~_c t:, ici::n --oomr/"r~o S'r.ach't:>o.n dal:lou,stra t uS t~1l..' <1 il
sur di ~J 0 f c ownd.n S',J'l h€IC.~i_ ' 3:' po s i ~i. 0 nil ~ 

To u.ll,thi~ it io only n!'oaS;5;'.l'Y to reply: COC1r~d;) ~.',"tlbvct";i ar
tlcJo·r.('v~r [J.:::ln·~.).jr_cd th.:- PJf,i~ic!'\ ,;:nJc.h o');.:rcclo Sn['.chtr.~n u~.:t1·';.b
nL.c i~!'I l,~:,. orr. r.rll,~c", o·)il.ld. b.:;,n,;:c;~l.Y' road Guch ,.n implioution L~c? 



.. ,!-

' .... '. -.". .. 31..-

.;J ". 

.' .) 

. \ 

. 
i 

. . 

/, 

'. 

... . 
it. When he Baid in th~~ (,l'th·l~. l{!:n!l:>16 i.a h;"50 l.ntr'.)(luct~on drm·Jrf Z1,' 

sharp distinotion b<3t·r.\J~n Lht3 cO(ldtttocg n~ l~H"; ahct thog<;l O~:'l e.9S.; • 
ThiB iB as it shouLl be- 1 U he saj d doll. t.hat n(3~dea to b,~ ~u:ld on thi.~ 
aida of the question, P.i'.i! inf.e:t ~i:Ct} f:om 1.hot ):(Jeo • .rd.il!~; thJ P['L cy .. 
method of the tnoml3nt :.r. r'(!ll~lctly clea.r: :.lnd (Hil?(.;c:.L~ll.y 1'30 t() C.~.iiH"'(~-i 
ShachtlJan who knows th-.z-. p~rt \,;e 'Pl.ll'yl~d in tl:·.e fight .. ;,i~h the? \71~t"t. :;$1' 

on just sUch p01ntso Th~ra i& no;posslb111ty uhatevar for him ~o hov~ 
. bJon decJived aB to S\':3.bcrk:3 1TI\3(lnJng~ las gYlimc1et:l.C3 nroun5. 't"hi~; 
. point hava no bom'inz &t F..11 O~l th~ ·qu ... =.stion 'in dl.zpl1.'t.J.. ~';1J. p'Ji.~::)5.c 
mv-thod hu has intr.o(i.:c(':i r·.::·ptuC;\;~i'\t5 a sha!',P dcpr.rtu:r.e from o~r prn.~ d.ce 
inndiscuosing thin~B. WQ h~~t~ ~no~n this m~thod only fro~ C~T strug&le 
against it. 111 our ranks .... /S· \.~n.:'ount€lr It nO'l1 fell' tho fi·t"f"i~ tl.1ilC. 

The cgitation around comrade S,~be0kts artiol~ beg~n, os hns so of 
tan b~an tha caso with faction~l OCYd~~nts, w~ich do not want to pro~ 
olaim thair political ai~sl TIith prot~sts ag~i~s~ th~ "tona" of th~ ~r
ticla a.nd tho ."pIocoJ(lltr~:l of its fubJ.i~\:~tion, 2h.) attarnpt to work vllt 
c. poli ticul de fonsl3 0 f CilI ~ or t s B J';!.ltuG.~:1t !,;. bou'v Eng,'}ls bog-,n only l~'.:<:· 
and haG ulr~ady gonJ ttr0~gh a curio~£ d701utlon. At first it nov~r 
oocurrod to unybody, e:::c:~pt Curter hiu~\.~lf"'·',lnd lou-st of 0.11 pt1rhalJs.t 
Sh!lchtman, who Lladd no 1}0~r.10nt u t 0.11 whun ho ilrs t saw th~ articlu--t 
offor a justifio~tion for this sC!lnd·c::.lou.s st.c;~orJ':>nt. That O['.I:'u only 
aftur thJ ~t@ospherJ h~d bOLn 6uffiai0ntly h0~t0d about tho "ton~" ~nd 

""procaduro" to provent u r0ally objaativu discussion of tho principlJ 
issuo o.t stako. This laCk. cf objuotivlty undoabtodly plaYud a·port in 
pushing comr~~o 5haa~t~~n from Dna f~16a ~o6ition to anoth"I sinca tha 
publico.tion 'of thl3!1o.rticlu in quustion •. 

... Ifvthoro w~ro nothing involvad but a mist~ko in procdduru, ~nu n 
wrone tono in the articl~, t~0 ~~ttcr oould onJily h~vo boon r~ct~fi~d 
Comrc'o 8hcchtm~n co~ld havo 6?p~~lod to th~ Idsidont R~tional Co~~i~
te~ of fivo. ~a~~.ing ttaIc, hd oould hav~ submitt0fi his prot~Gt to th 
non-I0sid0nt mombu!s ~~oso iQP~:tiality ~nd f~irnoss in matt~rs of ro-

\ lations b.Jtwaon comro.c.os is Viall knoi·m. . ' 

But Shachtman did n~ithar. H~ insisted'on m~king his ~ttuok on 
tho r.rticla knorm to thl3 iI. Y. br:.l!loh Dl~moors bafora thu Na.tional C:>m· 

. mi ttoa had en opportllni ty to h'JCl his or i ~liicism. 

At the mooting of the !ition~l Co~mjttoo on Ucrch 7th ha insistod I 
diso~n5in3 th.J uhol~ qrostio~--~nd mating tho cost violent eccu3ciio~ j 

,in '~[!a presonco of cODrr.ios Car 'Ii 0 l:', £\"D.y ::ln~ :a~sky, c.nd tv/tce rl3j8c'~iJa , 
OUI l::r.cpoauls to cJn::;i.d.~: t;ha .. r;:!ltt~x fi·rst 5.n the COr.lr.littuu. ~ill1f: th€ 
disr~ption of tho Cnu~ittda a~d its inz~ility to act as a body wes do· 
lj,bul'O.t91y o.dvorti8~d to th;J mv!:'llJl3IS I)~' tho lJl''lnch~ for cOL1r£Ld~ [;bach1 
L!~n knc';1 t!.s Vloll as \'1'1 t:'l:,lt·C;jal!<.!i.l..J3 C:~l't,}X' alld ~!j.y w .. 'lre thorl3 !lS I:'lp' 
.rd~J~tativo6 of an ovpositi0nal srouping that wo~11 lJ~rn of tho aita
v.tiol"l and t:lk03 COl1.tUi;oJ ft";jr.i it. Ih:~s~ of ~:.Ju::s-e, is v(h~t hap .. )aned. 

. I . . 

It is argued thct Qo~rnae' Oart~rr6 maaning WOB rnisr~presant~i. . 
reply to ~lmt ','/3 c~n 0:;1:, orLr tht.!.t ;'ie l\ndcr~;~o\·c\ I.i.e .;ta·~:1i.1:mt tv G!J~; 
r:l1:J.t it .~aid. ?j,':\ V/.::In noJv v.n1~r tr.'3 ilf.pr ... 1 ;3&:io:i t~~a t ol.)rr.r~do C:.lr~~·I~-
who ~ill a~mit on ~nr ~cc~aj.on ths~ his.ed~c&ticll, in u fo:~~l aL 11' 
(jro.~)' ::~~~ \'/.'}ll elf::! 5.:1 c,. politic!ll lIon80 j.~s~pari'.)r to OI ... :rS··-~,s so I~a':.i:c, 
w~ .... :d\l n juu:rn.:l.li:::t fJ.? tv L ...... y "m:mdJ !n2Inr.j(.:tjo~:t, u.ntl. liforco J.ncl vio 
lonce'! ';lhor. he OAE.O'1 oll1y C.l'l't:!.ln fO!L:'C:; ci such iC tion, ti.!'ld l!o:}'~l.i'J·d· 

. v:hc:n h,) (.l()Cr.S .i!1.:lp~l i.Chb) 13 !It tIlu a:oQ.<.'nt. HO~'13vln~, ii wa roull:v'~ir~
,1Ilrl~ud hi:3 w03aninf;, hI: had. Wld still- h:';.3 an OE..oy ~u.l.41G of Itla.rQSS" .. , 
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. . ·had only to reformulate hi':! staterr.eot in' a C'orl"ectvuJ.Y t,11at .Nould. do 
. ' 3ustico both to himsli) i r C:i.\1d to J::ngel s and the miL ttel' could ha v-e be~n 
.'. disposed of byna correc.tton of ever)'thin<~ Incll1all~g ·the tOil~ of the 

criticism, in tho 1.rilib.m·L vIe. have no wish to rni s.l'opn~ee.l"lt th~ l'c.'sit
ion of a comtuda. OU~ p~lltical mathod daes not ~jsrop~a3ent tho po-

j. sition of ~Tbod:z. not \!"v'en ti1<..' Stil.il1.lstG .01' tn:.-l ?:!.Rht YJil)gt Wo ::,1-
Vlaya aim to Stute th~J.~o j>oSitj;:,~ ·f.ilLd.~ 1 n every pol~:nJ.c we comiuc"li a·· 

. against them.· We cha ll.el\g.? ~lil.Ybocty to 8how t~~~ cOld r a:cy ~ 

. But cornra.da c~.~ t:H k;c no tb.~:li).gh·~ (li" r.~ \ f:n:r.\u.l E\ t.ing r.lnd ~crTr'ictin~r 
'his at1."!;f'lf,enJ~. H<3 ViE1S not intacl!-sted 1.n j\ls.t·l.C\3, but :i.n iclctioJ~~l ~<lp. 
ftal •. }3ftorv comin~ '.;0 'th'3 lJa.ti·'n~~l GCl~~rai.ttr!e hf3 !ir~t \I',-'II'1'c to ttl,? i';(.!.
tional Ycu.th CowmittC'<1 i;l.ml inc1,,:c.:d }.t t" p~ss a ·cf.lsolu.tiou a~air.ot 'Ii'~jtl 
"tono" and thl3 ~!proccattL'~t'! .J£ ~O~".:1~ fl·.'!fj.b\~ck'e articl.e. il.nd c-.t tlole 
mooting of t~o Nation~lCo~~~tt~y on M~TCh 7th h$ wa~ 1i~cctlY o3k!d b~ 
oomruo.u S\oJabock \J';' if h~ \;iishud to "r1)fCrii\\]1.J.t.e hi.s st'i.t(>fi~~·r:-ti ani 11.(1 • 
dBolinod to do so. 11.)11 he htl.sn 'ii xoformv.l~-!ted it yet. On tho COll.'~l·a.-

. :ry, be haa writt,on ur.. artiol'J dBf~n1jng ~i;, as it stc1nds • 

. - ", There is a cart~.ill (,CI~tc ir.tQt'-::e:"!; l.tt tho .:fact t.r;~ot tho Cloe:.ting· (;f 
tho.liatiQnal Youth 0orumitt~~--u 3ub0rd!ncit~, appolntiv<3 SUb-C0c~itt~~

. Which adoptoa cor.rradn C2.~;:,'tcr 'i.~ })::&':o tcs·t at;llir.~.i~1i t..teltprccod.u.ra;! 'ii.;J.~ !J(').~ 
• Vii tho\].t tho partlci:"'!'.til1j'1 c. t' D. r·~:rr(:5t:nt<1.ti v(!o 0,11 tht) Nt~t iet·D.l C.0C"I~at ;li'f;~'G 
Comr~de S~ab0ck, nbo W8~ 5i~ti~g ~t hi3 desk in th~ next ~ooc. w~s not 
ovan informod tbat tho L"' •• ;E.-ti.r!~ '.'1":1.$ Pi:~SS~.il$"~ jL:dciG!u;'Jt GIl hls 'a'·viel.; o.n~ 

\was not invitod to C0ma !n and e~pluin hiB pOlnt of vian t0iJ£a th0 co-. 
tion 110.6 passod to CO:ld03~'::1 hi~. F::.lX·mn] prol)ecture ·:.'rich .:is l'~joSud int:o 
a prinl'}lple on ona si'i'j ~s completely fllr:·ptten on the othlJr--us is usJ

" ally ~ho' CE'.BO 'ilhon dO(1pJr iSS:).06 are roally ir.:{ol"Vsd. 

And mattors stnnd .;:<o.ctlJ~ tho SD.mE' 'i/a:, ~b~~i..t th~ntonollof th<J dis
puto. At tho ElC.!IlC r.1·)oting of tf.'Q H:J.~:ic!1;J.l ·/'Jv:::' COf:ir,-:itto'J \'!nv!'e hJ <loo . 

. mo.nd.cd tho r.:::!.'OJ~0St t;.g3..i.nst S·.'/cJ.hcuk~·~ tc·n~, in [)I."i[~h<3ck'~ C.bt3\1li:::·3, CO[.l- . 
'ruci!l Curt~lr- Eu.;'r;,i t.t~{r cl fjiat.~!;w.r~t ·,"hi.o!. rl)f~:rt3 to cor.1radQ fW'.lbeck :'n 

euch.t;.H'l.1s ~~l;; :tnor.. .. uvr,~r.:u.lj:lr:t D.(}ti.cr.~1\ :'brea%:3 ;oiJ.th th.::t uSfJen~.t.8.1 301-
shevj k lvyal t;y ~.r.d hon0:1tyil; !Ii 11031 c c.l, c t:up~_d, PU,jiO i 1 v ,:n6. di~'ho!~~e;jt 
pia~o of writing,~ n~d ~~mil~r e~mradoly sulu~~tiona ~hicb bel~ng to 
th.~ 1!)n3u.E!f~ o·~'or.o 'i.'no ts ii1t~:r.e:;st·Jd ubovu till in .. lubricat5.:lS P~l·SOl:( .. 1 
relatict1$ by poli to f;l~e\Jch •. ~his docur:Jnt '~f cor.~t',J.C.13 Ca.T.tt:'J~ fS, 8nys 

-- cor.il"utlQ Shl.1.C~1t.r.u: .. n, i8 t!in~ide thl3 orb[.i.ni~L'.tioll!! l:.nd 'l;h0rei()re clJ(I~;~l·t 
cOil/11i. ric clo not OD.:!.'C 2. fig for tht8 di3tj ~c1jion, az:.ci \'IiJ .;(.g,ra OV0n 
les'j lcr t:h1.1 hrpocL'i ~iC3.1 l1ret'Jns03 th<.!.t. cc)r.d.crms tha !;tono" on onlJ sj~l~ 

/ 

end c()I"'don·;s i t--:.llH' .. PoG,ploys it--on th<3 othvr. 
• 

. But ,:~o[:jrC!.r1o Sho.chtr,1J.n advisos us ':11 th IlrJ.triH.!'chal wisd0r.1: ~VP..:'03\':~ 
"sh~ujd bl3 a. tOd;;'.ch·H of~h() young cor.}r<..!.:l.J~. ou~ht t~ have fJldo hl. r:;·:2.-· 
ware' beror.:: cr~ckin~ opvn his sku:1.l jn public." Thi~ ll.c.Yioc c.hct.:.~ :.1',12 
WiJ.y tc dQI3.1 wit;h tbl.l r:1j St;).k'3.3 of OC'.7.I.I'o<i~ GtU·t.H would haV3 mor.). ·:..- ... lgJ'.'C :, 
·If i;hora \'Jor-3 no PT.cJvjolJa . .:l~{pi:rjo·i()noa to .iuJg(> by. 
I I 

. Hu"Jl)n't offcrts 00en r.~D.d.'3, not ("noo O~· t\·:iuo, but scor~s o~ tiit10~ 
. to \1xpl[.in thi!18S tv cC'rl'r~dl3. G~l.]:t.e-,~ ::'n :'he brar..ch ID')3tin.sS. nnd jn 

f= i.)r:d) y, [jJ~r ,) '".lr 10.1'3;'; p.t' .i.'lE',t a COnVQl"3a ti·J:H'''~ Ar~d CHn ',;onJT.~.d d 8.h(,"\l1t!;
D.lc~n tEll" t~S ('0£ 1;1. sin:!je CGc.1.f.iOtl v:\,.-n Cartl?l' uv~r. 1.·)<).~:r.~1 <lnytl],t..:: l , <.!c oo 
kr:o'dl (; d:~..:~ E' :'1yt~1 ~ r.,j ~J' ~ ')!'T \3 0 t ~(~ 5. ~:r~:1j 11 g '33 0. r 0 S 111 t 0 f Zl ,I': 2: ',;:~ {~:-;;""; ~' . 

• OO",J·r:;.ce .~;",D.(.h:u(jlt~~ o~sht to kc..i)'i/b(~tte:c t,nt.l!1 ~HJj():1C t.11':) iutlll·t~o ,'.;:f St''';'' 
e. rn~tJ;o,1 w:. til \·/iSLl-o.cr.:1~ el."!Cl kn~v:- i t-!~:!ols ~ 1:!'3 hat; Sdt. li.p 8r.d \:~'!;'Pl \.../ • .:\1. 
th5.G fO\ltr.u<! in contt'<:>nt to our lrlC):ln<.\tj.on for 1:1. "p(~litjc:~ll Gt.L;;~~,~:!.\c· c:.~ 
gilt"n~t ~;hc UptJt::.rrt I3l?Jritth:J~r roJp:;'};:;(\ll .. b~ Boli t:d.f. nholld:; "cJ . .;: .... ·~rn~·~:: 
t!liti \,! Gu m·:>thou of 1.[Lndllng un a.bo~.nL&.bla Fel'·l~"'n\)o '\i(lnilu{l(;.v t.,y fL'l f.,::,r: ~.L 
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diplot.'1D.cy, COL1I....d c. Sh...lchtffi~n only 
couragas the tondancy 3nd hampJlS 
!olopmant of tho Uaw York E~anch. 

L1Udd10S things, flatter s tt~ioo:lnd on
thl) l'GVO lu t ion.:lry oducat i on lind doJ- . 

\ ' 

Comradu Shachtrnan' e cO[;I.t,lc.ints about proc Jdu:,u on his' ovt.."1 !l.ccount, 
could ousily ·bo adjustvu with OUI' fllll agl'vumont in the r;atio!!ul Cor.1-
mi t tau, uV en if woorv not ;y ury fond of th~ psychology ',/hieh puts 6Ul'..h 
otr\3SS on ,tivl'sonul rights and pu!'son~l [;riClvcncus •. Insuiar as it is a. 
qU~Btion of a roally colladtivu oontrol by tho coc~itt~d OYvr thJ cun- .. 
tonts of thv ::ilitc.nt, of thJ right of uVoJry r.1u .. 10ur to bri!1g his'PI" -
tast against a givon urticlo to th~ bo~y b~fora its public~tion, 0r ~~ 
ustablishing sc.fJguc:Qs ugalnst ~rbitr~ry acts of an in~ividu.l or ~ 
minol'ity--ho will not hc.;.v,J J:;o qu;...rrel with us. 170 stan~ fi!.'ojy by ttl. 
principlo and have oxplainad it· to hic on moro than ~nJ ococ.sion; mn 

. this point it was onl:1' nvcussary ;for hi!:.} to r.w.kv Joiho nvccosory motion": 
rogulo.ting futuru pl'ocodura end VlO \'Io14ld hc!vo votiJd for tho3lll: tIl' tv 
point out a trnnsgrossion our part--if it ~cS ra&lly ~ transnression, 

~LOlld· not a. eisundvxsto.nding--anrl V/d would ..... o7.nowl.ldgo it. b,at u . 
Our undorotnnding of thd oirouln$tanccs 14ndl3r which oOLll'ndo S~7a-

,book's articlu \'IO.S publishod .is not €)x~:ctly the) s,;.mo as thc.:t presor.tad 
by Shll~ht[;lOn. He udmits tho qU\3stion of C .... rtur's rc3Ic3lcncG t'"o EnCclls ' 
wus raisocl nt n moet 1ng :>f ti:c N..1tionL!.l COCloi ttav by Swo.book end thnt 
he than unnouncod~hio inton~ion to reply to it, ~nd thut nobody spoko . 
~gainst S',',';j.beck' s intGntion. 7ha t is ~xuctly \':h~t hnPPiJnod in rcgurds 
to' the La S~llo article. At tho sam~ caoting Cannon sci.d hv would ~ns~ 
wor it in ..... n oditiori~l noto. No forcal motion wes mude in aithor O~3~ 
~ho rapl~' to the La Sullu rovio·'1 o.ppi)o.r~ci Vii thout o.·ny fuxthdr COJ1sul- . 

, , 

I 

tution nnd oyoked no protost. ~ho uooignemJnt for tho ariting of 
sooros of ru: ticlus in thd past has I bdon inclicntod in this somi-forr.w.1. 
Vla:r without r.:ontion in the minutos. '~h~ro is nothing wrong with this 
U1othod--in' pro.c 'liic~l work all edi t6ilial boarels Ill.llction this .my to s. ' 
oart3.in vxtont, wnon thura is gt:lnol'uJ. ~roarnc3nt. 

I: 
) . 

It 1s u difforunt r:l..!ttar. of oourso, when difforono\;s of opiniol~ 
aro 'oxpreosacl'as to t.ho oontunts of t..n urticla or the uQvisability of 
printing it at all. ~hon a form~l voto is naoossary. But Sh~ohtm~nro 
rucil.:n-ks show th..:.t no diffcrencas \'ldra oxprosssd on tha ·'u.r tiolo in auo';) 
tion·. i'o11vn hu st!ys "nobody SPOkd on it," hv o.clmitn thct nCbOtlY protos 
ud. ugainst it. Acoording to our usual proo ... Hiur,u that \'hlS __ o.n u.ssi3m~~rd: . 

, to write ~ho ~rticlo--at laast We) so undorstood it. Thareforo Wh0~/C?M
rd.d~ Shachtw;.;.n seys: "In no s ens u' was S','lU btlc;~: oOGl:::lissionos I t\l 1'r3l,ly t.? 
Cartor, nor VlUS thure any undorstanding or docision that u raply waS 
raquirad." ha is Squovzing the procoduro of the CommittGo on odito~iul 
me. ttcrs into ~ s tr ic t formality tha tit has nuvor observed, o..nci tilt/i Ii-! 
tho pist ooncorndd him laast of all. 

• . . 
In mariy inst .... ncos articles hilVd haon 'IIrittan on such informa.l as

signment end printed VIi thout showing thor.l to the oth~r ulembors of tho , 
Committoa for criticism or corroctivns. T.ho faot th_t .comrado S~·le.bCJok 
didn't find the ti~~ for ~ovore.l waoks to writa tho r?ply'to Cartor, 
and that aftar writing it ho took 'tho troubla .to Dhow it to tho yar~ous .. 
Ul:lClbars of: tht3 coC'~mittoy, is sufficiont to show that cOllirnda Swaboo~: W2S, . 
in no hurry to. circuGlYunt tho com~j!i ttoo. :zvon thl3n tha ~.r tiola ViaS . ,. 
pUblishud withJut iti formal considdr~tion by.tho committo~ only bOCBUq~ 

. v f the pos tponament 0 i the III eo tins. - .. 

It is ·quite true thut the a.rticl~ eight have .rm1ted,enothur weak. 
But Shuoht~ld had Beon the artiold end mude no oritioism of it. How' 
w..:.s' c.nyone to kno\'1 thut he was "rl3sl.3rving his opinion" for tho mO<3til'lb 

. . .. -' . 
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and that ~his o11intc't'. ~.;·_:'(i:.. • J ihsC:l;J~O·· ... 
. 't 

",/:.1' '. 
4Jr.' i' . 

. ' always been in the ht:.bi t oi ~::~~hJ.nging opinioas frankly in. l.:l:Jki!"!g iJv.:;r 
each other's articles an~ that is thlJ comr.lUnist Vlay to wor~c togvtr.sr. 
6om.re.de Abarn ..JUdd no r=i('c:~ . .?1 It c'hject'lO::'~l to th • .l artiola, but \'~:~r·t'e~oNl 
doubts as to the advisabili t~ nof pr.t.!.l.c or i tioi(;ul. 

, 
:.~~ 
I '. '.' 
, " t:; 
,.',~,l· .. ·."; The objections Jf c:l'C)rade ~.b(·)rn rll:tght bo consid\3rad reason enough 

·~o postpone tha publicO-tic;'1 of thE'~l~rtl.O'la till tte coooi ttdO rllocting. 

" 
~."l' ! We should have done 1jha't lmCs;l:· th~ cl.r"v:-~3tC.:nt:l ';)$ t and if th~' rJo.ttar ;::'.0 
. boen fully considarod, would have done so. w~ cen ackcowladge ~he jast-
" ice of criticiso 9n thj.E score all thp. mora re.:1.dily b~;ca'..1.sl3 'VIa stend. j.1 for ·the·principle of.coll,;ct!.v-:. Tf'3ponnjbility for the paper in tha 
J . reali' end .. ,P9 t merely in thu i?rr:~~l, SCi1.2.:>. 

(~ i: "~~hiS"~Jis precisely ona of the subjects of discussion c...t the Plo:rllrt. 
~~ • in tho.spring of 19~O. It .... rOsd in connoction with the publi.cc.:.tin: vf 
L'! I ·.cn ar tic le by Sh~chtr .. on, on th\3 neadlo trades. In that ar ticla cOCjrud~ 
~~ , Shachttn.:in certified to the corr'ectnass of th\3 ch .... rge thc..:.t tea Left ·,'lir.r 
r~ j " D ... d bribo. the polici3. Ag~inst tl'.is Shcl.r.leful articld, givins o.i6. tv 
:.ll th~ "Formird" und the whoJ.e Bl.:lck lilmdred gi.ong <...:f.:..i.inst tho l,~f·t Wing, 

i.; .. } ...• I.~J .~/hich is do blot on thG racord of thl3 i.lilitant, coc.ln.:.do Cannon h~a r:J.':'::;e 
J a violdnt objou~ton, ~d hud iusistud that the p~rugraph in question b~ 

". . atr ickan out. ~his cOl.:r.:du Sh..:l.cl'!tm.:.n r ofusoa to do I ~nd 1 iko~'/iso f:>un6. 
.. ~ J I i I .~ !~a~~~~~~~a~~ !~ v~~;;~ ~~: ~~;;a~f f~r r:a~~~:rj·~;~~~c ~~~~i~~n~~oi t~f ~~ a ~:. 
I'· papa: c.na Of. tha rignt of c.ny mar.lb~r of thd co~':I~.ttoa to daley Dll arti-
:I! cle until his objact:'v!:s shaJ.l hCJ.va b~dn july ;.;onsidared. C;omr~dQ 
.~' Shachtwal1 could not 2t;'HJ thrl justico \)f this cri tJ.C"i.sm at thu P.~.C;>"lU::l, ~rld 

," ~ could not acknowlea813 any fc.ul t in his ,-ction. ~h~t is why his. cl.!.!::l')! 
:.' ).~ at ~oa: prasont r.lOCa!1t about fltl'ictly formu.l procvo.urus hassucl1 :..:. h::lll~r: f ,. soun'dj' argues so convincingly thi.4t th~ ra~l SOU~Cd of his indic;m:. tiJn 
i ... i , lies olst3whore. '. 
. . . 
. , li ;."-:~" ~ : About"Stalinism" 

.:I/Jr ,. I 
:; J 
. I 
~ 
~r 
.A-, 

,. From what has~be~n said above it is quite cleer that co~rade Sh~cr 
man ha.d no ,ground t:> c.tt"~.'Jk tee u:r.tl(}le of comrade S\'labac~ on p1:inci?1~ 
e...'1d that in atter.lptir.3 to cl0 so he only succeeded in (;on!:.l.!u:-:.g ~l:c rc,[.: 
C1t~C3t:=..Ol". at issuC,i cd. fil15.!".g thEl a.ir v:ith E'xtr.:ln.:-ous o.:!:SlJlf.\?r,ts b:~sEid. 

,(111 a. 'ft~gro.nt rnisraj,:'xr-so;·nte.tiori of cor;;Icdu Sw<.;.b:)(:k's pOf;jtlor. ant ti3 
• pUt'pOSd • If one can i' j !'.d u certD.in rnur i t r · t;>Vt)n j,flih~r (~ is no cOl'si~

'tency--in his objec·.tion to tr~') p:t:ocadu:t'e aLld 1,h13 to:l-3 of tho 8.:rt5.clu, 
the ;ve.y to redrt3Gs tl:e.se o!f"::·r..!=Jas '/IF.'.S ol')c3n to hitl as haf:l boen ii:d5.cE...tca 
by noroal oathods within th~ }la~io!lal C(lreul~.ttia~ or at least withir! tile 
(u.ll cocmi ttee by ref '.:!r~:nth.1Cl or by a Pltlii.ll;n. 

Ha chose anotl1at' Vley, ~y his ac'tlon, ~~nd by his c.ocnmont, hu h~3 
I; elected to hurl the disputa i~to the tlCu..D'.lI'f:h:'p :i.n. ~:1 t:.trnospi:c.~ 0 of ol'i-
c:!l sj. s. J.nd b:,~ the pr 63f'nta ~i.on 0 f thiiJ docurnent---' .. ;hl,:h cnly fOl'illl.i.)a t.;s 

. ';,..u nna systematizes tha o.g5.tat~~on c~u=ried 'Jr. "cy hh~ frJ.-ends in Sl:l e\1~n Cl'U- . 

I' r ~. dar and IIlore outspoken foJIm-··-he j.E aOkin:; that 'ire b~ Cl.djt)dg'11 £:.5 St~li:.:, I 1.st bnre~ucrats and as paople ,;.il~ fl.ppror.~h thf.lol'e1;lc~1 qU.<::l:IilO:1:, :tf:.:-o;f. 
, opportunist precisas".. On the lo.ttA.'f. accll~ation \';a htlVe al!t:')3dy ~pC'~.9!".l 

.
. .) ·It. is no.v ti(lja to speak of ths ~.lL~gad ider!t!.ty o~ OiU r.·ottod~ '{l5"'.:~1 ~.tc 

:1 metbods of St:l.lin; s.bout our "ful"ldcn'lE.'.1tall;r burei:\1!c:ra A;jic procec;.lJ·~iI 
t~l which, it appeJ.rs, is not an incid.mtr,Ll digrGE3·~cn but o.licbaI~cte:ristic" If one, "characteristio of bUrdo.UCrll.tiG:nll

• . 

\~ ~-. If oocr~de Shdochtcun rec:.lly me~nB these o.ncu~a.tions sar1o<l~J1.y,if J I thoy are nO,t ",oroly ~oll.rnall.st10 f.l.ow:1sh-.s, -tl:.Gr. tildY eaa un4' be ~ 

~. 
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summons ,to the organization to draw the naaessary conclrmior.e in re..'j 
gards to its leading stn:Cf.. Th, m9mbors 0 f the t,ef't (:.::p:J!=JiJti~.~n \~~:r..:., ~ 1 
end w111 not allo"1, accu.sations of this churllotaI tel ba b.:::.ne::.c.d ~ho;:,.tI"'" ' 
loocaly. Some of thdr.1, at loast, learned about St~1.:i.:t5,s.t bU~~s.~H.':catlsm ~ 
tr.:r ough blows over the heild in raply to thl3ir cri tio::o:r.s r ;J.nd i~1 the 
oourse of the struggle they llss1milatad' the id~:l. th!1t ··chr~:r,~,~t"ti..Bti.c 
buraauora tiso" is not un. indepandent -phonoraanon, .. bat rc.tr..u r :rep:~·Gen ts 
c.nd is neoessi t ated by, a systamat io poli tical COlU~SCl J.;h.;l.t V io ..!'\tI!S ·t:h~ 
interests and the Marxist tr nd it ions of the moveDl;;nt ,~nd C::,6 t~ be i r,:-
posed on it by vio lt1nc a nnd _~~lO_epti.on .. , - No-" ,th~ 'Ie-!-t- C1PJ1oBi 1;~.ontC; 'to') r II 

will not reooncile themselve8 with I(n~~ua char~ctarist.i.o ,btU"I?(',t,~r&tiHm 
and ~ill not tolorate those who represont it, 

Nal. ther oan thay let tho question. on~a pro jactJd. r~;u~,i 11 (mdocid .. : 
ad. If thl3naooUsation is r" .... lly true; if ttl~a section at i;!~.~ !$'3.jr.~"~.h:p I 
which helped to eduoate tho membars to undurstand e.r~ to l!~,~e St.)l~Ji:1 ct : 
bureaucratism have been pla.ying 3 double gamo; if they ar~ ill r~~:"j.ty I 
Stalinis Jlis j,n disguise, and not very ':lall disgulSl3d at the. t·--tha'l' t,hJ • ~ 

. orga.nization w111 settle accounts with them in short ordor. On thll otl)-i 
et hand, if th$ accusation is a light-minded slBndor, and oan b~ shown I 

to bo SUCh9 then the sle~dare:s must be called to-order. Ono wny or t~cl 
oth~r--J?.tll n2. middle m:!1 -'I 

I 
I 

.! 
i 

If the aotion' of comrades Swe.baok and Cannon in the incidf\nt t!"Jd.;);( 
discussion were Sta.linist actions, if our treat:nant of Carter w~s "as 
comradoly as our expulsi.on from the ?(l~ty was COCllrBd ely, n 3S conJr.ada 
Aborn stated at the cocGlittee Cloeting of l.~arch 7, in the presonc r' of ( 
several branch mecbers, and if it VIas "characteristio" ofu8, thl3'l it 
follo\1s that \'I~ h(ova loft a fairly olaar burCllUCrc.tic trail 1n au!' ('on .. j 

duct over L\ per iod 0 f t imo. And right here r/~ ask for· an eXllllli n:lli ~.U'" ., 
of this reC:'rd, o.nd a proof of this cnarecteristj,c and system!l.tic lin()) i 
not with looso generalities but with concreto facts. Our part in thd . i 
leadership of the League has been oondD.ctod before the r:Jyes of Jliha mom- !' 
oership. Show us hOVI a'ld \'/horein the "characteristic" bUretlUcrati'o f-
quality has been manifested. i 

In order to assist those who wish to examine the~rucord ovar a 
pariod of three ani ona-l:o.lf ye...:.Is Since our uxpulsiJn from tho Pt'.~~.y. 
and to judge us by our part in the _making of tha.t record, We) ci t'.;) 'ht'I"'l 
0. numbar of facts c.!ld events in tho lifu of the organization r/h::';}h 'IJ~ 
oonsider Clost significa.nt an d most revaul ing as to the n.Cleth,od" ,f thQ 
leader~hip. and of oursdlves in purticular. 

,. 
.~ 
\ . 

. ' 
• t\ 

"'1\ 
I: 

1. Disputes !!.!!h lli branche.!.4 VIC) had difforences, Iflore or les~ " 
serious, with v ... riou.s bro.ncnes ot the Leagu~, including llin1::(·s.pv1.iD. 'j 

Boston. Toronto, ar.dPhiladelphia. Has anyone of these bro.l~c;1NS Cot t!.ny:: 
time ever protested ag~inst our method of conducting the diSputas? Uame:' 

, I 
on~. ! . 

I, 

2. ~ first National Conferenc~. After six months of preparation ;. 
following our axpulsion :troe tila party. via consolidct ad the organization -
at our first IJational Conforenca. The confaronce ,'ms urrt:!ngcd a.nd oon .. 
duotad in a fair dOwocratic way, full rights of discussion ':lora unjoyud.· 
and tha lec.darship \'las saleotod by gonaral and unanililous agr~omant. ' 
\Toot we-s burea.ul)ratio ubout this conferonoo? r; 

3. Thll Second N~tion..;.l Confcrance. ~is Confar enoa summad up tho 
exporillnoa-ol iilU'uO y~ars of i;n.13 Opposition struggla u.s un oxpollad 
ff&O~on. It was preoeded by more than two months of free discussic~ 

-r . 
, 
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oat;} ~~, ~~~ 0 ~~~~,~. 0 ~ ~ ~ or. 0 ~ t·h 0 :,!',t,! Ol~C'.l; C'lcr::i·;:~./J t.o J t~\ r." J,r\ ~ ~-~f,'r..' ,'I ~ t:.:," ~ .,".r: 
aocio~daCi 1il tho diacu.:3o"'j,cn r~? ':;9'0 ~ iih·;, .j,:1::"~ tC;lt t~· '.!~'! f, lot) :.!.r.. '(;~'''L-'':' ';ir· 

defe~D4 of the thes!~, the d~legnta~ flam tho br~nclle~ were f~ep11 a-
'lectl'.ld wit!lout pres:;nrc f£,om hbeve ~nd th;;y r.eco,I;ded th~ir (lBr~Gl;.ent 
with us on tjvory ia;o:('ii2.l'.t l)ll cst ~Oi'l--c.}.r.!G5t ':.na rji.t-\o'.:.~ ly wheT e ti1 £ C..,rQ
mittee stood united~ ar.t·i by an oV~'l'\"lhelt1lirJg m~jo!'ity when Cio!'l;:r~do 
Shachtrna.'1 ce.O.e diffetC'~"t. prop(ls~ls fth.') sulaot-iol'! c f th€ n:::~v N. R, C.) 

·'.\'Jhut did tho c;ana.gec.-e.nt 1)1 thi;; 0 onfel'ancab<1.,'Y~9 in co '.l"non wli n th~ r:.d .. h-
ods of Stnlini~m? ' 

',' 
. 4. The ,'f]ox. in0j,jr.r.t ~ Shortl~'" nftol' 'thJ3 firr,t llat:.oc.':) 1 C:;;I\!~"(enc.~ 

sn oppo~Tf.'ionar mo;:·G~~~:i.~ ':;J,S st:lI'taci by F JX in -:;htl !~r.:'.': Y'o:cl: h .;1.!:,;,:h en .. 
manifos tly felse po Ii "Ii.tcal b~s isu.nd with .. a. highly cJ.:'..!,:;j~u.pti ~i afo"m 0 t 
activity. We contin~~u tha discussion on thasA ~a~S~io~G for s?~tina 
aft9r meatir.g until tha issues waro fully cleriii£ld C'.nd r.. r.ur.h.::c oJ f. 
conscient ious cOlm:e.d.33 who he.d a.t fir~t gi v .in roY.. F.~ Ct:: rt:lin ~~;;: p::.".ihy, 

.; got a claar")r vi 0':1 of things and broke o:;/O-y flOG h:m. U:.tpulsicn 6'um
tually took plD.ce~ only eftar tho branch had convincad its~lf cf the 
necessitJT fot this action and basan to pr'otast against 0 1)2' pT(llGnGtltio;-, 

. of the discussion. Tha branch itsolf, b~ unanicous vote, azp~~lB~ t~o 
,,' mambe re. e.nd two othars .,'li thdrew. ['olloVling thl3 liquid£.t ic n c f' '~his .2 i

fair the activity of thu branch took a. forward. jump. ~ho fU:L'tte:r ~vo
lution of tho oxpallod mamb~rs tostifias to tho correctness and t~0 nJ
cassity of tho orgo.niz:J..tion r::lOtlSUros. \'lhero \"10.8 the nCho.rac''!.i0ris·~ic b~L-

.. '. raauoratism" Cl!!.nifesttld in this conflict? 
), /'; 
~ ; 5~ Tho Woisbord affnir. It will be racalled th~t Woiobord, at ona 

I.' ) time, hoeta fW":oiLma 1 gr0uping in tha l;ew York branch, un·i hQ.(l ~~~1,) syrl.-

I 
pathy from othor cambors. liis factional method was ~arsonal slc~d~r ~

,'. -. gains t tho laud er ship with hi, s poli ticnl platform srflugglad in und. ,)X' t.j1:'l.t 
;: covor--nft er the usual r,:anner of opper tunis ts. \70 put teo r ov.l 0 ~-:Ji' tJ,-
I~ lone 0 f PO licy on tha aG anda ar.d disc ~ssod th0f1l fu11r r/i th thiJ _·ox·i':.1<;'1 .. .';--I.: -_. 

"

" giving \'laisoord, \'1110 \'Jas not avon U rr.::>L'lber ef thl.'l org::''1iz::ttion, ~n 0:::>-

I 
.. il portunity to present his ViO','iS at the sumo time. Th~ :r.dsult, \"ihi~i: i3 
I wcJll knorJn, VIas a cor:.pleta defeat for \'laisbord in a. poli ticc.l s.;n30 ~:..c~ 

:, I at the So.r.10 tico a dIJ::lonstrution of tha futility of slandor ia dispUi;i3S 
't'l !. wi thin our League (a ~'w.tning to othars). One expulsi on and on~ rusig-
1'1 ns.tion woro the totel of the orgo.niz:..:.tion ~llhJ.sures ':/hich the brunoh 

I found necdssnry to vlind up the conflict. Did \'Ie ·def~2.t i::218b~~ci., ar.el 
. 
i '1' ~ 'I . 

.. : have we since th.:..l.t tiL1c demolishC:ld his attempts to s~l'i.i~ th\~ :!'J::1gl~,e cr
sat up u rival ugainst it, .by Stalinist bUl·eaUcr.ltic m~thods. t'r Ly 
genuine polL~~cal struggle? 

I
, .. ':-
I. ~ .. 

i 

6. rhe Toronto 'Brunch. A grouping ~lhn the Toronto bro.!!1h qll~ t~: 
Similar In-coi~1..?osi tion to the Car ter gro~pir.g in the n.:r:; YC'!'k br~i'lO~1, 
devoloped a line of policy itihich v.'o hud to charactarj z.:.t ~~::) $-:':,-1: -eo.pi t~1.-

,/' j I ' 
,\ ) 
I I 

!' I I I 
\ I 

.. "~' I 
}' "" 
.:, ,-" .~. 

lationist. i'\)r aXl;!,mple, rej0cting thd proposals of COi::rtld.e Spi:"ctor, 
they declined to 6;)nd official delegD.t\~s of tho Let:.gt.:.e otZl tha tnitac"L 
Front Cvnferanca ag Binst the Sedi ti\)ll L~w in order to a'vo id .J. canflie t 
wi th th.a .Party. ~hey had no Clore respect for the opj,nj,or~s 0 f tIl" li. C 
on those quostions thari for the personal advice of co~r~d~ S~~~tor, C~ 
rejectod our directions. Aftar some more experience by ~h? hr~~eh, ~h 
save sharper proof 0 f tee originD.l error, the policy '.':~;: cC't't('C 't,:cd. 
What di~ciplin,J,ry staps, to oay nothing 0 f bur a~ucre ti ~ E~~ t:i.J!18, ';/0::0 
taken, except to explain our views in corrospohdance and in a iD~ r~
marks in the l.1ili tant? 

Yes, there wera a few· organizational m~nsur3S taken by ·th0 ~a~ 
York branch at our sUggestion. and tho N. C. itself thr~w ont ~~J or 
throe people from t~e natlonal-organi~ation--in a politic~1.w0Vu~Jnt 

....--
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that cannot bG entir~ljT ..:.vcidad. l1:.lt in avery CLl,se thlj£c 1:11~'::-."::~l"Cfl Oh\l~ 
disposed of y.~rson~l obstru.oti?nS ~:!'~~.r:, th~ po:l.it~.col iESlF-:5 h.'l:~ li:7t'f~ 
firmly deciaea, C-'1Cl tllu l1~COS~l:t~' Ot ti'.f' S'ti, .. })~ ~'i~\S lJ.j:J.d.er st'.'lc,d n.{1l1 ;!p'ocd 
to by' the. meooership. eve!' a p.;,~·iod oi~ t[J.l",:e &~-;d one-half :'Bi.:.r~ , 'U'.1 

('\ L . ..' " f" ,....., I4 .... . .3 f '" ' , , , tf E)agu~ ~~~nus.J.noCl n 1.:tr~ u:u ... y. . II go" r:J.r.l 0 £\. •. e\:l mHiV·Ctl.) .. e c::P:l 

", 

lators ~'/ho Jlir 1ed to SOi'l d·3ffiol':'Llizc.tion. bc,si.r!nj.ng , .. ~ith sL::.u':i?:: 2.,~!!.:,r.:;.; 
u.s ~ W1 thout any serions C()1~VIlJ.35.ons \'10 isolated nr..d sl~u~:r..t;jd. C::-;: !4 'f.:','J 

. disruptors ,who <..'.lso, b·)j'cre t~ail' cJC'part~ra, V€'ltl~d us with ~ilth tk':i 
liad gathcredbfrom tr.13 gc~:::::bag~ p3.~.ln 0: 'I,he pcliti'Je,l ar..amii:is of ~·hC' 
Loft OPPosition.' But ;:;afj ar'.ybc.:lS' e.:;'p~llea. unnEceGnE::r'ily 'J,r: vn-j us-;;);t? 
Did a singll3 cna 0 f those '.-:110;:' W~ thl")':: out ShuiV b~r his r.'lb;:;~q;;':l'It ccn
duct that wo had misjud~Gd lLlt:1, O:1~ dLd not 'iihGir ftJ.l'tho:: &\"olv_·'i~;·~ c.vj~-
firUl ou:: judgwont in (J.·vt:J"Cl c;-'.s~? Ec:.s ~nyonil ba·:n cionied tl:o ric,r.t i:~ 

, or i tic ize or ,.boon expolleo. for or i't.::"cizing the right? . , . 

. In 1ih~s sOlies of incidents and dVonts, in the intl.lrnal li!.l 'if 
Luague, the cethod of the l~~dorship has h~3n cloarly rocorded. ~{l~I~, 

.~ • in this record frou st~rt to finish, han th~ Stalinist abuse of Bnthc~:tv 
b00n, sean? And--Doro ir;lportar.t--\'Ib~re he.~ boun the falsa pOlicy ifJP'JS:':'=: 
upon ctha ol'sc.nizc.tion by su~:-. an ubuse~ COf.'l::.'c;.de Sha.chtl,lc.n, of COU't'LcJ (~ 
oa.nnot show that bac8us0 it did not exist u~d no ona can dis~ovDr it. 

r 

'rt' . 

~ 

.. 

} . 

If ho e~s0ers that the la~dership as u whole conducted th0EJ str~g;1~8 
and unfoldod this. rJ~thod--wr.ich is q,ui te trua--i t does not ch....:nge IJtl:t ors 

, ' wUih r egar d to his eo cusat ions. Fox hu cannot Sl10';1 in any' caEie \'/flO::.) ',':e. 
demD.ndvd U 'differant lino, and our part inthu execution of thu COli;r;lit
~~crs policy i6 kno~n. 

The~o are ind0dd rer:mClnts of Stalinim.1 und other poli tic.J.l r.~ln(U (!-s. " 

in th~ N0W York Branch. ~nd it could not be other~ise. for it cont~~~s 
comrades r/ho ha V6 not fully oVer cor;)() the 0 ffee. ts 0 f the ir mi Sud ac2.:; it 
in tho Party, r/ho tire ir:J,prossdd by tho propaganda of thoJ St~~lir:i~t3, 
especially by their slunder, und rop0ut it in slishtly ~Od0:Ct~j fo:os. 
And £llong \':i t·h them thorcl !'.rc othin's who nov;)r h::.d· D...'1Y Party ')r otnor 
expori0nca in tta class strugglo, ~nd sho~ it sadly. Thaso ara thJ coo
radc:s \'Iho concern thQt:1salv0s u::duly over pcrson:.l'r.2.ttu!'s; \'/hJ ha.·vJ ti::;:l 
und inclinc.~~ion for gossip ~!ld go around \'lith their l3ars coclcad for 
scandal, ond r/ho arri'lo .::.t th~ir "position" in disputvs on ttJ rosio of . 
thoso trivial considorations. Along with them the Nc~ York br~nch has. 
besides somu carrie~t younG workors, a grouping of youth ele~ants of tte 
seho la.s tic st uden t t~:I::e ':ICO ha va not y"t as s imilut aJ. the ao r;:r::~nist - pro >:.
tal'ian slliri t, vlho eor.lbind !l. sterility of ide.!ls and criti0isC'1 '.'/it.h ~ c!_' 
testable pc.rvanu self-D.s':';Ul'tlncv. ..1nd ttar C :.J.::.' e others r:flO r~,r:;; :)xci toe: 
aboout not.hJ_ng in thl3 \'/orld so l:luch !.).o :the fact that someboc.;v stoPPdd 'IJ' 

thair to os II' At th&3 pr ~3clnt r.1OLii:mt, undor the st ir;;ulus of c OGJ:::,;.d~ r,i"l.:.l.-.:,.
mn.n:s att~ck. ric S36 theSe) e1€H:lonts convurging into a sort of ilfa~'iio~, 
'insofar as such a h~terc3~n~~us oODbi~ation, ~hich h~s nothing i~ 00~~'~ 
{lXCupt peltry grievances, can be 60 dosigr.c.to(i. But it is not ouil f~'..,··:-
ion! -. -- - -- - --

, , 

Our aims run a.long ,differ unt linds, and vIa \,/ill not conceal thar.1. 
We conceive o~ the ~oaeue as tha pot~ntial nucl~us 0f tha f~tura Party 
and via want u dvlib.,}I·~Ju(' courSG to bring the o:r.']fmi7.[~thm, Dnd uSl,).;c.i.:.!t1 
the Ue~ York branch, rnor~ into hcrcony ~ith thic conc~ption. ~hat mJ~"~ 
first of all, to tra~81Rte tho lossons of tho inte~n~l strncgla in ti 
Into:r.natioll OP?oGiti(li1 i;;.to tr..;: ,Ac.!.::riean lD.r.eu<.:.g~, anc. [!..:;.'Ji;3t tl'h) ent:i..!, 
ol'g~n,'-z.t)tion tOf.3:iioilato ther:l. ~his ·'/ill not be accomplished in u. d:,' 
~nd without strugg:J. ' But TIO a:::::o lata. ~o must begin. . 

~ '- ...... -. 
Tho key to the prascnt problom is tho N~~ York brench. Th~ pros(pi 

composi tion. of the branch is" in gano~ul, unfavorc.b13 for i ts d~vc1.o,P-. ' 
" '. .. 
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mont as a pS:olat!1.ria.n-r.avolutiO::1~~~Y o)'ec:.:.nisl:',ti(l!'\o Sho -91emc. nto; o~ 
Super fi 010.1 into11actu:ll iSt:1 o.nd s;:holc~st.i,cj~.l;;:O.'l o+'ur:i.)i l.Y I o':i: p rQ-

'. oocupation wi th o~re quibbliZl8J p.l'~cl lU,f fal:enC'3 to :ro:.'..1 qLt':iW[;J,cJ,::; 
• and prtlctioal tasks ot t11e c1.;.y"-t~cso el~m;)ntsJ lG.:;lnil12, ::>n C~;"j:::;.':;~' 

Shaohtr..:l:l, exert a disproport ior..:. td infl.uenco. ~ur~T r E::p)~ \'l~Q!':,J;; • n 
reality a unwholsOfaa tenddZ:c~' ',1hci 11, on the one ba.nd., hD.r,~1?<:-r.3 -ens 
aori vi t~' of tho bri.lnch ::.:.nd obstructs tha poli~ic:ll educ:.:.tion 0 f 
its maobers, und, cn the other h~nd, ronders it inuccessublo to 

. :~" .. J,.,ser.ious I'/or kelt; • 
• & ",. • .. . .. . . 

i "i." Zne impro~ort:o.)n t 'o'f the si tuc. tion roquir.es, as th e first step) 
.. ' ',e. frunk st ... ter:.ont of the prob1o::l and thon t:!1t> beginning 0: a gOi1-
,; ;·.·.uina policicu1sc10ction of forces by tho r:.othod of politic~l cd-
; \:;".~~cationo ,:hEl ~()lGction. musJIi tuke place 'no less among tho lIyJunp." 
,,:: "th~m cClong' the old, sepuruting the rovolutionr.::ry elcr.1ents from tho 
. ",:more tr iflers, . tho prolet2.ria:l oili tents from the seholas tic 
,,.":'i<!uibb1o!s. ~h~~ serious . .;llor::3nts v,t:lOI!Gst the:youth \,/ill find thoir 
'~:i placo bosido us, n:,,:,d they ',/il be Glost rcsolut" fighters aGa.inst tho. 

. :';.1 ... attoclpt to igno1'o' pali-tioal .tendencies in fc.vor of u. division .::.c
oording to age.-- A!'la. to the extor.t th..:t t1:eY'8r~sp tho reLl qUtH,".;i: ,: 

"/0" at issue, they \,/ill r<3jact flattory er.d 'the de;:,ogogic suggesti0f. tj-l.-.~· 
.' .thC;ir function' is tJ le!!d~ Before the youth ccn Ie:.:.d they must 
• leurn. end riot frocbooks only but f~oo,lifo; ttey Qust go thruugh 

soma testa ,and 'giv~ ·so~e proofs of their revoluti0I!~ry qualities--
" 0 f the ir courr.ge, sta.hi1i ty, eridur.:.nce, nnd. c ... pac i ty to sCocri fice 

fOl: the Od.u,se. "i ,; : ,,: " , . 
I • . t 

.• .......: .; """!.' ~. . . . . . 
~hea'bill ty 'to flnd one'f,s way'. ~n the prescnt discussion is ~no 

of those test~,. of \i:hich thd:r'O \7i11 be I:l(!ny, by means of \,lhich the :w:. 
selection of .1C1:' cas ':for: tho futuro rlill grudulllly t~}:e 1>1.::.co. To 
the degr~~ th"::.t';tho COUlfc.d0s, unO. esr-iccially the young cotu'sa.eG, 

. resolutely put" c.si·do supcyr ficiul, ,inciu(dl''.;ul end per SJ nul f<1ctors, 
occupy tbe:-lse:j'-ves rrith serious and r:w~ decisive quostions, ~.z:cl {'ti 
judoge tht:U1by .. poli tic ..• 1 cr iter io. j tl1e di scussion \'Ii 11 br ig,s fruit
fuJ. re~ults. On th;.:..t b~sis·th~. ilni.ty.of tr,.e League v/il1 be morc 

,: firm1y .. ostablishod, ."t.nd wo can undertuko .tr.e nuxt s~eps tow~:rd the 
fulfi 11mc:l.t· o~ our" historic' tusks \'/i th 0. Surer confi dence • . . : 

, " . , 
.. ". " 

,. ., ; ;Je. m;)s .P Ccnnon 
, . ::Arne Swabook 

'i t • March 22, '193~ . ... 
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