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The most impcrtu:t resl:.lt of tl:e trip to Ccper.he.ger. '.i'O.~ 
~doubtedly tte ccmir.g t~getr.er of O~positionists f~c~ 

:;)a r.y ccur .. t~'i es • 5:i:e crigir.aI ir. ter: tier. tm.s to call tvgetr.e:.' 
e dozer: cO:l~e.des fr-::!l the poir. ts r.earest to ~er.rr.s.rk in crier 
";c ms.ke the r.ecessary safety m92.S~:·es. If. peir: t of f~ct, 1""n';:'· 
ever, t\ier.. t:r-fp'll' cO:.l:::-~cies (of ';i!:C~ t'i/C ';Jere delayed) arri ..... e6.. ... 
~ong therl th~ mos t respo~:s.ib19 fi.:!:cti cr:8.1"ies of sever~.l sac
ticrlS, e.r:d. ir.cl'!.~dir~g s;ynpa.thizers, c. total of tl:.irty Il:.en. 

If S taltr~ ir.io~:'!:led the ce.pi te.lis t l?~:'!.ioe by rn.clio of !;. 

nTrots1:~"ist" cor.i'erer.ce" mestir:g if! Ccper ... i:af:'cr:, 'tr..a.t :;-,"8.3 8. liE' 
Since it c£'.:ne ~y ecciier..-:, t:::e trip tc Ccret:.!':.:?ger- r.ecessa.!'J
c;:'lght tl:e Left O~lJo!')i tier.. by s ..... r~::"ise. ~:he P!';;l'le.!'~ tory ':iO:':~: 
for ~ tr~e ccr:f€ rsr. oe · .. :C.3 still ir: i ts c~l'ly ~ t~€e3. T:te!'e cCilld. 
~e nl) q'."lesticr. of ecc'Sptir!.e; e. pls.tfo1.--:l c·r 1=!'c~T~::.c.tic 'tt'.esi3 
in Cop-3r.i:2.ger .• ~ver. the E'J.:'ceps2.r. Sectic[.s ·::E.~ .. e r.ot coopletoly 
:ellressr.tei by f~:.", er.d. r.ot ell ti:a cC~l'o.des ';,'ho e.l'riv€J.. !-.2..i 
:l'::no. lOY p?';rSl"3. Uufor-;·..:.r:D.tely e. cor:.fel·er..ce d.ii r:c"G tZ!.k.e :;l!?:;c 
C!:d in tl:e CO'.ll'se cf -avents cc ..... ld. r:ot 1:'::''\"9 t<lket:. 1l1c.ca. 

It 1s neeciless tc say, hC"-;!5,-er, tr..o.t ti:e comrades "':l~c, 
ct.L1e there toc.k Q.Q"'rar.;t20ge to e gl"e~t extent of ti:e oppcrt·.:.n:" t:,'" 
"r ret t" }-r:o'·' o"'cl'l o"''ha ... ~r:d"r ~1'~""S'" 1'''' T\"'l.'~'''''''e cor""lt til. 0 •. 1 -. _ " """:.,........ ~ .. __ J. w.;. l""", \4 ..... """'" W ... ,:;_ ._v ._.:::""",-
~"'ions tj'o ~,,<::t ., .... ~e.,... ... "'r.o. o···-,.r. .. n- 'D,· .... ,Ole...,<:> ,..\.~ ··I·~c""C1-e'· -:-. .oJ _...... .....Ow •• u ~. ... •• _ ~E- _'.·oJ _ ·, •• oJ. ':';l.·~ ..... J.. _ .... ~ ,., 

~.:'3tily 5.::1p:-oviSGi rr.~ t:tir:g of to;:o defer.. Bolsb~1"i c-Let:ir.is ts f:·': .. l 
s~ven E1lrcpear. cO'.A.r .... "G!"ies ';1ill -.:.r:ici.l~ted.ly be :::-ecoriei as e.r. :':;.
~crtD.r.t e.cnie-;-:ner:t it: the h:..story of our interr~ationa.l fr!l.ctioi.1 

The L€ft Opllositior: r.ss g~o~n cor:sideraoly. The c~dres 
G;: functior~a.rie3 kr.o':/ the bisto17 of t1:e Laft OlJUosi tier: :"n :!'.~ 

\
::rlCUS C?u.r: tri~s, :'l'i&r..tat: tne~~elves fl'eel~T ir.. thaoreti c~l 
··.d pclitlcal q,;:e3t~cr:s, :;.r~a. 6!:lbcc.y CoIl together, 2nd. sa ch sc;
r~9.tclY, a. co!':sid.er:lDle political €;7.:ge:::-iel:cc. Tl:e c.:or~s'.ll"'.;J, ticr.s 
\:in!.Ch lated se\"e:::-z.l d~y3, f'.:.~ei tcgether the coo.rad .. s solidl~~f 
f~ct r:r..ic:i: ·,'r...ll i:aYe f::. .. .li t:f:11 effe C"Gs cn ti:e or. ti~e f~ t-.lre :1.,,,, l. .. ~t1..o'·~ :r:-"'l' -., . ti t ,., .... 1 ... 

. • ,. II .... ~:. ...... '-_ l.r~o ... V1C :n 0 c:.:.:.c~c. C!=~l.I:llS:n, t;;e c;:.n f.~:; 

"t~ aSS'.lrc.r:ce tea:; all Wl:O participc.t€d in 'tr..e ccr.st41ta";ion 
ac~ hv~c frc~ it a ne~ s~p?ly of =:~ce ~d CQU~!dc~ce. 

The S:rA~:!3!: C??C;3!·::!('~;.· . . 
s One Q\7eS ti on thrE:\'! e.. 3h~c.o';r o-r-er t1:e cor..s..:.l te ti c!~: t!-.C 

he. ~ 1 0.... .....,., t1.. e - ~ .... '"' 0 . t ' " 
w ;.1. "'''- J~ U'p-:-t:J.';J~· PPCSl ·l.c·n. Il.. \:e cot.:.ld CbSe1.'"76 ccrt~in 
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nuances rdt~~u th~ i~tcr~atior.el Lef~ oppos1tio~ with ~rd to 
thO sickr.esscs e~d ~istakes of th~ Sp~r.ish Or.~ouit1cr., ttGse 
nUc.nce& s topped cC::lplctel~T into the bo.cl:g!'ov:n.d in the course of. 
the cons~lt~ticr., bGfo~e ttc feelinG of comaO~ co~cern. ill tho 
fa rtisipe. nta Vle·rc cC:J.plete:"y ic. e.ccori 'iii. th the vie'.7 that we 
mu.st h~ve an cpen a.ni cc=:pletc discussior. VJ"i th the Spe.uisr .. 6~~.J· 
~o.~cb'( .cnd thc. t this iis c'.ls3icn i::.lst Get be limited thiS ti:ne 1"'" 
tha lo~ ders ~f the cppoSiti04; cr.ly 1f ~ll the ~e:n.ebra of tr.~ 
sections ~re made ia~iliar ~~tr. the qw~stions iu iisp~te our. t~~ 
Spc.nish C1J:posi tier. be bl'ou~t on the right ro~d. 

It uould be crimir.al to closo our eyes e~y fUrther be
iore the real situaticc or to pa 111tate it: if ~e do not s~c
cecd in obtair.:.ir:g clc::.r i ty in time and cC'r.:pletel t through ar: 
open discussic~ en ~ 11 disp~ted q~estiocs--- aLd too macy ef 
th~m hcye piled up--- ther. the ~ush of events may divide ~s into 
iiffcrcnt Cf".l':ros. . 

tTrd)('\,.t\'~!!to1y the S:pcr:ish scctior. "laS r..ot represented. 
a t the oor-~1!2:to tioe .• At t:'r.e lest r.:.ir:ut Jr~r:..ute certaic ei:.
'Viously c.ceidcr..tlc. c:"l"c·~:.stE::.nces proyed an ebst~cle, b'W.t I tete 
the liberty ci €:-:p~essir..g !!l~~ c~rtc.il:ty thc.t the leaiit:g SPc.r:isi'l 
ccmrc.5.ss, if tr..ey le ck~i tr..;:msel Tes less into their er..'\"'iror_"'ntut 
C nil sho':]~d morc i~t~rest in tr.eir il:ternationc.l. orf:;:!l:.:i.~o..tior-, 
v:ould. r.:lve fO'.lni the r~y to the Copenl:8.g<m coc.suJ.tctiotl vrithout 
tiff i cal ty_ 

Du.t tr-a t if pr~cisely the cl:.eif nisfort'U.llo of the SIlat! 
ish O:rposi ticn, t!:.ct its lac.d.ers. htn'c }:crs.i3ter:tly k~IJt 

t \.e or ...... n1.·z,., .. .;,..,.. " ...... - T'~~ ..... t).'" :t'te""-~ll~·"c ""-n "'re> ~r:·"e"'r.:~l .. ~ ::."". :,...fJ .. "-' •• """' .. , ... " ._...,;~ ... \,;..L __ .... c,.o, .. .:.. c.,... ........ "'_" ..... u __ :... 

str~GG1c3 of the ot~er sections, ar-i t~erby r.a,c sh~t i~ bif 
fl'O:;1 ccces~ to C~ ir!'eplc.ce::;.bl~ i!:te!'l:aticr.o.l c::ye!'iC}:ce. b".i.t 
c:f 01."" S · ... 1..... . .... .. ... ~ ~. . 1 ~ -4--1 .1.(,80 ar. c.n 1I • .\e ~a r.:u~.: U~C&ll.~r., 1I!".:·Ci;.6!"_ 1.113 o..:1.l.C1.2.. :pc:J_",_on. 
i.E.S c.fter ell cc::-.pcllci tc =.i:-: ir:to ir.tel·u1ticr:a~ cr::csticr.:.3, its 
ha ciers; bo~.md :LIl nei teeT \'!i ~r. 'ti:.e c:·::p~Tier:ce of "~he ot:.cr seo .. 
tior-s nor ':rl th tr.(: :p~.:..blic q:ir.iet: of the:1::o o·:.n ort;!lr.i.zc.titr., 1st 
themsel,es be g-i.4itied b:r persol:al cor:nectiOi''!s; sjT.lpo.t!:ies or cr:.
~ipa thies. Tr..~y S'.lC3~i t·.:.t~i e 11 to ofter..--- \"l~ n:::lgt S.cy it 
t~only --- for a 1,~ar:d5t ar:a lysis ')f tho s·it"J.G.ticn ar.;.d tr.c 1.::'£
itrencea of e:pi r:i 01:, e :petty b !;1A.r,ge ois:' 'i.)~ycr.ologi. :ir:g :::r.5. sen
timcr .. to. lizing~ Sci t .... :0. s ~r: the c~se of t!:e Cn. telol.:.ia.11 P,:c
tr3.tion (!.:!z,·.lr1r .. ), '.'illere the h~pes of scyel\~.l co;nreies f11 0::J. Ba~ .. 
eel~na ir. tr.a "f::iec.dly perscr.al rele.tior:sn fer a lor:e; time 
tcck tr.e ~l~ce cf thz princ~ple str~ggle against petty bc~r5~ois 
~a tiGr.alis~, a r.i t~erby ;~t c. brc~: or: thc do,eloy.mor-t ~f tr.e 
~cit 0~]:)osi tien in thc ::l~st i~hl.~iye perioi. So :. t :·:2.S ir. ~he 
~C3e cd La :ld~u, . r.-hoI:l U Cc·~~~U~S:2.D1f Et1'pritio;ly. j.::'"3 ted a.l3 Q. l3~l
>'~bore.tc:r, cftor Lcr:dQ.;1,· r.!"_O'f_:s'ti. 3hor.t.n-u:s uttcr-:-inc.ti.cauc.cy end 
~~i r~n inCa in the nicority) r.ad left the Lett Cnnosit10n. SO 
1t tlas in the diffel"{;'nces of ot:ir:ict1 "1'1. tJ-.:ir ~'ho F"'-e~ cOn s=o:.l.· ..... , ,. _... """-- '" ........l "''' I J ... 

• I::.ere ·tt; ~I-enis!:' cQmr2.i~s pri -;c. tely agreed t~9.t Rosmer' s ide~3 
.. n1 met.c.oc.s were "f7ctl:less, bilt it: --;ju'D'ic e\·~7\~ .... ted 'tlce .... l:>.... i'" . '1 . ~. - -. -~J'.,;~ ., ~..,., .... -

: rectly :a not ~l.rectl-;i9 en the €,!"Gill:d ti:a.t Ros~s:r na:trt:e~led. 
.') tl:~""1J .."O· ... j:I "'h~n ~.: - .•. . --
~I .~ .. ~ '-' : ........ ~- .; ......... .?:ppor;o::-~s. ::0 J.t \7a. s ir: the q',":estiof. (If 
~ll, ~hom ~r.e lc~~.r.; ~~~~~Sn c:~~~ies tno~~ht it nossiblj:l to 
-cic~ose es tl:eir rc~re;~;te.tiye o~ ~hc Ir:ternatior.al secr;t. 
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ar1at, after 1.111' s poll tical ~1o:·t.hl9ql3"(',~es had b~Cln c<)oplete
lY 6hown. In all.t~eae cas~s, ~9 ~ava n~t heard fro~ ~~~~id 
or .Br.iC(";'J).or.~·. ev~n a s\Jun':;' 0 i principlo ·grounding ·or poli ~ical 
e~ i·1 nEl. t!. 0:1 ~ 

The s~m~ f~atures rev9aled tre~se2ves in no less sharp and pain
fal a fer!!! :r.. ti:e i~~.n;n 1.:i.fe of t!,e Spanish organiza.tion. The 

. er!s t3 "'~ich ~r O~'3 out in 1 t.~ 1.j3.o.ersidp c<:lueht by sur prlsd, 
not o;~'-~' ",he j::;,te!fI;,1;!,~~'",J.l Cr.tJ~.~,;.~;ion but aJ.so the Sfanish 
S·"'t-!".. ·n",· "'''':(1 ... · .. Z·· r)f t~,· C .. -tr·"" "r> .. ..,..l·T .. e·~ Ie" ~ ... ..,,.:; one c:; .... -..,.... • .... t:: ... "".l,t.,; .:. ••• c .. ~ Q_ V" ~ .•• ;.I~... ., ..... ~.·.r;..'·J.t " 

of'!;;;-"L :;}:e other. ~~e v/holE' ~~£e..l:l_rEt.ilJ \'i~!S ~or..cdntr~t~.l de fClC.t~ 
in· t!le l::-.nis cf L'lcro:'x l'.J.on6. '~:1~!"" jl,St fJ8 surp= 1.3ingJ;/ I j."' 
app~.J.r.ed thcJ.t G,):l!"ud.·:; t~·t"i:'O~X v,a.s ~at~J.1e of the ter.t'Jl1.l C.JU:!:lit
tee. in f~~t for n ti~e out3ide J~ ~h3 O~position7 ~~i~e tha 
leadershi'P 'll~nt over - to :O!;l!c.;,!.o~.a. 'i\'ty'~ ':ihut ~Cl tr.::: .!iffer
er.ces of o"pj::ion cor-siSt in? W:."a"t SI~ ~he e=t)UIld.S cf tho crisi2'! 
tlobody knov:s, at least nobody outnici.e oi ·the 1l!.l7:rO\7 circle of 
the inl ti:l tei. S'lcn a regime is f'.;solutely ir::,p~:ciS(-5_ble in :l 
revoluti0n~:y oIB~niz~tion, end cun b~lns it only defeats. 3y 
Iefrainir.g fICO y.~:ticifnti.,n in tho ~trug51e 0:1 pr.L1ciple .;.ue~·, 
tions, zxz by saDstitJti::g p'1Isonal evulll.Tticns ~JX ~oll't_ic~l 
differenoas of ~pinicn, the Sr3nish com!a~as themselves f~ll 
victimu to inevit,-ble parsonul conflicts and "pal~cd Ievoluti0ns~ 

Such subjective aIbitr~rin~ss in politics ~~~ld-be completely 
ic,os3ible if tha Central_ rO~Qittee of the Sranish socti0n 
workei under tts contrJl of their oan org~~izntion. Eut ttis 
1s r.ljt '~he ct:.:.Be. In thair delc:lse, c.eveH:l J.o;lj,-;:rs of theS:'::ln
ish Opposition ~ointed ~ore thJn O~Cd to the insuificie~t~y 
high tneorcltic!~:" ~~!ld polit:"c:1.1 lov~l of the f:;_t.:nitih O.lh .. osi~i·:~.
ists. Obvi:~sly ~n objaction t~Gt uill not hola w~tarl ~te 
level 0 f !! r ~V:i::"U ti 0 nr.r y o! S:lni ~t:. ti:)n r it: as :~ll th~ ::[;.s t(;r, the 
:lore i~~Ded.i[.tely it is brou;'!~~~ into ";he di:;)c:ls::3icn of !ll~ ;JU02-

tions, tr.c less the leudars - try to thlM, act, and bch3:Va- U~ 
gU£:.Idie.ns for the org~!:-.izction. -

The first c'nditlon for party decoornoy co~sists of all-sidad 
In~~ri:i~tion. :ihe begil:!1ing ~U::3t be the illtern~tiomll dO;;:';'G;3nts 
Cil' ~i!3Sl:"7~!1i S1: OPti0S it i:n; the Sp?nish cent!!...l C 0:::;::1 ttee r:lU:3 t 
cbli~nt9 i~Eelf to cc~~uni~~te these docuGe~ts to ell CSSGC:S of 
tta OpposItion; evary Sp3nish E~lEtevik-Lenicist must stuiy. 
ti"-inl.' t~r O:l.2h r:.na j! .. !lge not only tr.e c::perie:'l-Je '::i th ;',iill but 
~lso tte eoe0n~e of the crisis of :te Su~nish Centrul Com~~tte4 
itsalf, ~~:J~Eh this t~Q Spu~ish O?P03i~iocists ~ill lcar~ ~a~h 
-ore thc.r! ~t:.: j U9.1: it de zen !l b~~r3.ct ar t i ~les 0:: d-a~oc:::t. ti ~ cen
tralism ~na the-correct relation to Ifhuwan beir-i.':)". 

1he Bordi£ists 

t the cor.sult~tion the qu,=stion of the It~di~n "Prometeo" 
_~--~rcu~ (Eor5.igistdJ w~tS subjo-.!t-Ji to ~ thOIOU.g::-goir.g i:iH!~;.s3iJn. 

~t ~us ~lt k cnae of the ~rincifle eSCiwation o~ t~is fr~~t~~c • 
. Fhe ex~erien::e of u;:=!.i;1Y ye~~rs h~;i) fIovaa. tn'.lt th~ diff,:;:::~:-~~~~;:; " 

petwat111 the I!?ro!:l~t~c" f:;:'JUP R::ii the r:ltart:~.ctlJ:, .. ~!.l L-Jit r)t=.:.;:l~~l
ion ~Ie co~p19t91J iI~9CO~cilC.tls~ in su~h quocitiJns ~~ :~d 
eVolution:.lr;Y e.pf-1L~~~t:"'cn of ii~ucc:~tic slo.:r~r .. ~ or th:1 !JL'l';'.!j' 'J: 
he united fro~t, tte 3:rdiJis~s Bre in ~[rRd~ent not ~ith ~~ .. 
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but ~ith the Jt~linists (insofar us tho 3talinistn gro~ thro~ 
u~h with D.n ul t'3~· 1e it ~nd not an oppc-rt':,L..J.istic pl".!lse). ~c 'I 

take UpOl~ ourssl ves so t!:uch us tr.e sh:lrlow of r~Aponsiili t;r 
for the tactic~l.views of t~e B~rdigist:3 w~uld ccan for the 
Intorn~tionnl L9ft 0Pposition, :l~d in tto first inst~nco for 
our Geroan section, to hang a stone uro~nd ~nels own neck. 
unity by no ~eans signifies ~bsolute salvation. Under c~rt:li~ 
circamst~nces, ~n open and hoc~st split, i.e., one carriod 
throll.gr.. on !l pr i::1.ci:f,la basis, proves to -be necess~ry, nC't "n.I.· 
to free the h~nds of both sides, but also to prepare ttc ~~~
sibility of a f~tura rcal, a~d not a fictitious, unifiQntion~ 

No one at tte cor.sult~tion denied tr~t the Bordigists repr~
sent u serio~s revol~tion~ry group, which o~st not be pl~ced 
on the s~we lev~l us the rotten cliquos of Land~u & Co. But 
the fHct is, thut t:r..e cor.ditions of emigre existenco peImit 
this group safely to hold on to such views ~s we, on t~d 
ground of o~= collective international expe:ienec, hold to bo 
sect~ri!ln nnd cost Jir~fou.ndly injurio·,:,s. Livir:g in cor:l[:on 
with the 50rdigists for three yeurs has shown absolutely ~, 
positive rosalts. ~he Eolshevik-Leninists. in ~he form of t~o . 
new It~liD.n 0pposltlon, }:&ve not suc~edded in penetrntin~ into 
the 30=Qigists, in spito of nUffidrous uttecr-ts. On ·the other 
hend, tho Bordigist9 huvs not baen cblc to ~i~ ~nyone for 
theoselves ':.i ~l:in the Ir:ternationil Left oppostticr.. This 
fact is most instructi~e. If in snits ~f constant contact be
tween two fn~ctions there is no i:ir.d of fasi~n of ide:ls, i.e., 
no reciproc;l int~tpenetration nr.d influenc~, thdn there Ie
m~ins cnly tl:e c':>:lclu..si:>n tt:l.t wa h~ve before us two di:':er
ent ~nd sr.~rply distinquishei groupings. l~ coooon work tr.ey 
can only paralyze one ar.otl:er. . 

:;?ho f,'lct th!J.t the Eordi,£!ists havQ no one to E)1:~.re tr.eiI viaws 
outsi~e of Italy ~nd th~reby rcr.rcse~t u p~r~ly n~tic;.~l soct, 
resul ts fr:l!: the :.;arxist st!~ndFoint in 8.:& E'.nnih.il:l~ing vaI" 
diet as to the vt:lua of ttis grouTJ. Tr-c ~olicy of the ir.ter
nation~l revolution cannot be c~!Iied c~t "in cce c:luntry". 
£ho Eoriigists feel this themselves. J~st for t~is !e~S0n 
they ~a!!g on tightly to the sig::board of tee I!'lterr.·::tior..~~l 
Left OPfozi~io!l, t~~ir fictitious ClE:·mb9!s}~ip in ':~h1ch i:olps 
them t':> t:a.s~: ti:eir o~';n nati~"n~l isolation. But we cannot ha.ve 
tho slightest g::o;;.r.d to keep up the rJ:ls~:. Cn tr.e cO!1tr:u:;, 
here, i..lS in so ca,ny other cases. r:e Ci\lSt procL~iCl 0ptmly that 
which is. ~his is requ~red too by the well-understood inter
view of the Bordigist fr~ction itself. 

Where the criticise of idess does not help, t~e criticism of 
events is n~eded. Instec~of o~structing e~ch otho~, p~r~ly~
ing a~ch othe~, and complicuti~g profound differences of opin
ion with 6.::.ily friction ~na orgunizr~tion::ll quarreling, it is 
1nco=f~!ablY bette: to se;~rat6 in ti~e, pescefully und uitho~t 
enmi ty t a(li t}:us leave tte ext;cir..:.. tion 0= the t:70 lines to the 
fUI·ther CO:lISQ of tl:e revolutiona.ry struggle. 

Zo w~it for tte ~f:i~ial ~onference in order to sepcrate 
fin~lly from tee 8ordigists, would be s~perflucus and haroful 
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foroal1sCl. In view of thd unus:l~l :ilffic'~lties to which the 
Interr.ai;~_c nal I!e it Cpr o£ i t1 i.,;,1I'1, is expos ad. \'le cannot state with 
aSSUI!l!lce whether tl:e con:ersnce '1lill be able to meet in tl" .. t;) im
o9di~tely n~~~ pericd. In G~!m3ny it is possible that serious 
events cen develop b~fore 7a 6uouoed in culling tho conioIonce 
together. It would be inexc~sable to leave har~ing in mid-
air a question v/hich is so ripe a.nd cl'ear- to everybody. 

Tho consultation had sufficient authority. in the Se~se of re
flecting the true views of the International Left. It ex
pressad lts131f in faver of iOC'leliu-c? liquid:-.tion of the fic
titious tie bet~een the 30rdiRists and the 301shevik-L~ninists. 
We must hop;) ti:n.t th;: nation:li sections ,7ill e)~press their a
greement ~ith the vie~ of tha consultation and thereby trans
form it into a final decision. 

The FTench Secticn 

Tho major part of the preparatory work for the con~ultation 
lay as asun.l u.pon the ?ronch Lig:le, which was broadly 11:11=r e
sented in ~ope:lr.u.~en. If, in tr..d Second und Third Int'3rna
tion~ls, the ;-:6~ch s;)otijn has alreaay bOr:ld features o~ ~~
tiomll liC1ited!"lcss, the ?rench section of the Left (JppositLn, 
on tte co~trary. is lli~rke~ by a vary great intern~tio:.al i:.
itiativc. ~hc Ligue took nn active particifoticn in the c~k
ing of contacts ~ith alC10st nIl the othar saotions end contri
bute to tt air d.avaloJ!~ent thro ugh illu~ir:.!:. ti:.g all qaasti :ms of 
tte International in the p~ges of its organs. 

The interr.!ll develpcent of t~e Ligue itself in the meantime 
hn.s gonD on u~~il very recent tir.-.t3S u["dcr Grant difiioulties. 
il.ll c.ttec:r:ts -:-,0 ~~s~.mil~.'~e the nut:ero!.i.S oli split-u.p ~roaFs. 
which ure especi~lly nu~erous in ?r~noa, tave led to not~ing. 
The latest ~tt.er::'Ct of thiS i:ir .. d '::!l~ \';recked oy tl:o resist:J.noa of 
Treint. cert:J.iniy it is to be deplored that ~reint has recant
ly sho~n a lack of FOlitic~l perspeotive, i.e., the ability 
to distinguish tte i=fortnnt frJID tta u~i~~ort~nt. tee episodi
c~l fIO~ tte p~r~nnent, as ~all as u lac~ of the necess~ry por
s isten~e i:1 \:J')!}:ing 1:1s ':J~y into the or gani ~a ti 'In a.nd oc~uPJi!1c? 
that plc.:}o in it ·,;h.ich would. correspo!:d to '.(reint'i:) indis1-u"C::lbl.,; 
pOSitive quolitie3. O~ly the farther gro~th of the Ligua it
self, a.!'".:i first of~ll the e~~nr.si0n an:i oo::solidatio:! 0: its 
basis acang the ~orke!s, ~ill craste the conditions fo: the 
utiliz2ti:n e~i ~ssiDilati~n of sU0h obstin~ta and uniiscipli~at 
ele~ants ~s ~rdint. ~s for the p:~sen~ ~r0ir.t g=o~p :s con
cerned.. it is .)~st O~ f=uitless !).nd r.opelu~~s c.s tha. group) of 
R)Smer, So~v2rine. L~nd~u, Spartn:}os. ~Jisb~Id, ~tc. All the 
o.c~ident!ll for:::<1 tiO:1S 0 f th 16 ~:ir.d, wi. tho~t hav ir~g an ind-Jpen
de~t p!inciFle b~sis undar thai: feat, are co~d.e~ned by th~ir 
very existence to Iac~in outsida of the wo:kars' movement. 
They h~ve t~~ sana relatio~ to Ievcl~tio=~rJ politi~S ~s tta 
Qm~teuI tr.~atar t~ Jrt, i.e., thoy s~rve exclusively fer the di~ 
Version of t~a p~rtiJi~~nts tt~8selves und tteir na~rust lal~
tions. 

The Ligua itself in any ~~sa h~s p~sdad the peIiod of uninter
rupted intar~Ql str~ggl€ ~nd has vor~dd c~t th~ indis~a~s~bla 
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• f ~riitY of ideas and oethods. Witr.out wiShing to ci~iciz~ tl:is a-
t f ~hievel!ler.t in thg least, W:;j must still re::l~~b~r tl:o.t wi.th so 

/1 I b ~' '.' , , 1 , I :,;lr:,?W40~ a~~s::-n ",r.e \';orl:1:18 ~ ass, the politicul units cannot· 
.' ta alS ",~::gulshe~ by g: eo t peIr!:cnence. Secul i ty o.gains t a re-

1[;,' ,~pse into the ~estru:tive innor disease ~an lie or. only ona road; 
~ {, to dire~t all attention, all efforts, below, to tr.e .... orkers -

I I ':1 the Par ty, in trs.::le unicr.s and. in shor.s,. , f • r 

'

I," ,', lite laadir.g comrades of thJ Ligue are ",1911 Elware of the fact the.;..' 
t~oy oust concentr~te in the next period on the qu~stions of 
?ranch solcic.l life a.nd the Prenoh labor tlovem~nt. :'hitl rofers 

'(" f tC'l theoretic:~l &3 ·,'iell. as practical 'roerk. The Ligu.s. which has 
" . r,;)lcied together valua.ble cadres., must !lew aC'luir-a at :lll coats 

:l Golid pr ol-etar io.n foundation •. 
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Again on "?raotlon" and ~Sgeond Party" 

In the Br~ tish secticn tr.e quest;on is under 'discussion.' wr..etr..er 
one ough~ to lioit on~self to intern~l ~ork ~ithin tho ~oocunist 
?~rty or crente in~ependent tics ~ith ~elkeIs outside of tte pa~ 
ty. This ~ussti~n. ~hich at various ti~ds tas arisen before all 
th~ sections, is not o~e of principle. 1he attempt to derive 
the scop~ and ch~r~cte! of ,ut activity from tte concept of tte 
"fraction" \':ould be p~ aly doc tr inaiI e. ~r.e transi tion froc 
"~rop9.gund.a", i. e., thd aduca tion 0 f ccdres, to "~gi t:i tion", 
i.e., the i!'lfl\.:.en~in8 of tr.~ tr.assas tr.roUogh c~d.reE1t tae o.l":o.ys 
provoked diffioulties nnd differences of opi~ion within young 
revolutionary OrEoni!ctions, withcut thoir being facad by the 
daler.:.~:l, "~!u.ction or Port~~?" Th~ qucstio!'l tlust be decided de
ponding on the real :0:C3S cnd the situation. ?ut since nIl o~r 
sections, includi~g tte youngest, tte British. r..~vo tukon over 
very val~~ble ca:r9S froe the ?~rt7. we cust er.~eavor us qui~kl1 
as 1)OS5ib10 to find our own pOints of s~ppc.rt :'n the ·.10rKar~' 
orgDniz~ti:ns. netulclly ~i:hout giving u.p aven for a ~inute t~e 
struggla for the unifi~ation of th~ C~=~unist run~s. 

~r.e inclir:E'. t ion 0 f cer tain co::.rados' (e.g. in Fru!1ce) to inter
pret the r ole of the fr~ctior. in such e se:"tsa tl:E:.t thd OprA,sl.tiC'lo 
tl~.lst not undert!~ke a. si:lgle step outside of tee Party. liC1its, is 
ccmpletsly f'~lse. OUI nc ~~t!l r ela. ~io:l to the Cominter n fi ~c..s its 
expression, not in atst~in~~g fro~ indepandent action, but ,in t~e 
conte~t and tt~ direotion of such action. It ~Juld be ridiculoud 
to betave us if ~~ balcr-gad. in fact, to the officisl or8~niza
tions of the Ccmihtern. ~e must, carry out such ~olicias as will 
open to as th~ g~tes o~ the CoointcIn. FO! thiS, a~ ~ust beco~d 
f!tror.~er. ' .... hich cc!:not be o.chidved if we tie our r.~lnd.s !lS o.go.inst 
ins 5t&linist b~rea~cIacy by ~!1 artificial and tulsa discipline. 
iTe must taIn to tr:eworkers whero tr.ey atil, W.:l [!l~st go to the 
louth, must te~ch tr.cc the AD~ of Coo~ur.ism, b~ild cells in fac
tories an~ trnde ~ni~cs. But thia work mast be carried on in 
Bach a m~nner that the ord:rzry COwuunists c~n see thut for us it 
ie a ~uesti~&, not of bailding a new party, but of reviving t~e 
Co~munist Intern~tion~l. 

Urbntns constantly proclaics a new Party in Ga~~any, only to ~all 
for votes at el~ction ti~e for tte Co~~unist Party, wtich in his 
Words i~ ll~inallY iisinteg:c.ted". Who can undeIst!lnd tl:is~ ~r..a 
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~e contradiction is all tha cere cr:ling since Urbuhns, in for
~t years, when he had not yet broken ~ith the Intern~tionBl 

'16ft ~nd h~d not yet ~!ocl~i~;d a se~cnd ?art], set up indapen-
. fI", aent listz !It electior.s of r!ll kinds. i7itr. sach st~rtling 
" -:19oneuvers" U!b~~h!ls icnc'.':s h'J','V' to block'lil3 'yha Io:.:.d to tl:a exist

ir&8 Communist' P::aty cs ','/;11 !:!fi to :l new ar.:.:i ilnkno· .. :n on-3. It is 
,0 wonier that in a Itr.1 yeurs he h!ls cO='flet31y dest~oJ~d his 
,rguniz::. ticn, wl:os a t es t ele.ments l:uve cOt=!e over to ti.~ It'.d:s 

-,. " ........ ~f our Gar~~n s~ction. But n~thing c~n ~~flua~ce th~s str:lta-
':, :.: sisti ';'lho sr.'Juts wi th ~1:s.. the I!!ore dotor~ination fOI a now i?!lI-
:' ':·.f tl, tI.e las s [Zr o~nd I eosins undor his teet • 
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Jut Belgicr. co=r ::ldos, ,:;to e.! e consistently strengthenir.g t~:eil 
posl tien, 0('. thd eve of the last elections to pt:..rliuoant ptc
~osl3d to tho 'J ffici:.l :car ty to set up l:'f:: ts 0 f cc~did.,' tes in 
:om~on, ~t t~e S~oe tice beir.g prepared to occupy tee uncaIt:;.in 
positions on thosa lists. Tr.e political purpose' of the PIC~O
sal thercfclc consisted in uapporting the officia~ Communist, 
~;ln6.id.ccie.: with tee votes of thes;) v:orkers tOCl, :,'iho b,lva con 
!1dence o!n~· in tr.e '~PP(\S i tion. ~!:st ',71lS eo per fa.::tly correct 
tactic~l St3P, whose ~eaning is e~sily to bo dxplaindd to 9v0ry 
COfn!:.unist ';;or~:er. 41tl:o'~gh tte ?~~rty reius~i the pro~os:..:.l, tr.d 
B91gi~n Or~ositi0~ called uron tte ~orkors to veta for the oifi
ci~l c~niid~tes. It is ne3dlass to sey tt~t teis second st~p 
was just ~s correct as the fiI3t. If the officiol P~Ity cculd 
not obtain tte vctas of m:~ny and. t:'.a.ny !l ~:;cri:er who trustdd 
Lesoil but not JC:~C~:..lo::otte, th3.t \';o.s no~ th;) fault of tea Oppo-
sition but 'Jf tee oiiioi:ll ?:.:.:ty. '. 

. 
Cur·Sp~~is~ co~rajes, in this field tOJ w hnvQ nJt utilized the 
9~perien~ss 0f ~ha I=t~r~~tion~l Laft. At tt9~r l~st confer
ence tr.e:i [;'l~St \l:1expe~tadly daol!.:.rai th:a::.sa1'\'es i:-. f9.vcr of in
dependent F~rtia~~~tion in the el~ctions. iIC~ ~h~t t~B been 
said ab~~e, it is s~i:icidntlY clear 'tr.~t i~ this qu~sti~n too 
~9 are not icclinad to ?etichisc. Ua~ar cert~in 3iIcacst~~ces, 
the Laft Oppositicn Ji.:.n and mu.st put up its o'::n c[',niiii~tas. 
But this (;'lUSt cm.'1:;'; us So resalt, nJt of the fDlse r...,mt for "i!'lae
pendance". bat :>ut of :hs real ral!!.tio::. of fcrccs ~nd. !:lUSt te 
corresponiingly c~de clear in the ~cursa of the egit~tion~l 
~Qr~: it is not ~ question ot snet~~i~g ela~ti~a o~fi~es a~~y 
fro~ t~o official 2~=ty, but of raisin~ t~a tannar of CJ~~~ni~M 
-:vhcre the E!.!It;r is not in a. positio~ t~ d~ so. It is c1'i:la!' 
thc.t und~r th~ pra:3ent !:Jle.tio!'l of forc3d i!:deps!1iient opposi
tional cc.!ldiia.cius c;,l,:l~hs.ve only t~e ch. ..... ract~I ci <:!on e.:~caPtic,n 
and not of tea rule. 

But porh~ps tl:e pec~liar conditio~s in Spsin justify th~ tac-
tics of.tha Spanist Opposition, i.a,the course i~ ~ffact t~ward 
eo second P'''..rt;y-'~ Lat ~s assa=e this is SO. ~Tt'.y tten do n:t tr.a 
3p~nish cor.1I8ie~ ~~ttew!-t to axpl'~:'n thasa cenii tL)!':.s to us ;,~n6. 
~nrich us ~ith ttait oxparian~~? 5~raly tt9Y do not b~liave tt~t 
th~ Sp~nish c~nd~tiJns cnnnot be ~niarstood cutsids :~ t~a bor
ders of S1j~.ir.~ ~or in t::e le.tter c! .. sa, '::a would. 1:~~ .... e tc asic •. 
":'7hydo ·.ie h:~ve ~n int;3r!1~~ti'::)I:!~l org::r.izaticn 'at !!oll':"'! 

~ ~he ~er~~n Sa~tio~ 

In the di~~l~~dL")n of th; I\)pcrt of the GarI:!?n sectioll, tha'lt:os-
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'/: 11J.tti.rt~11y in :ha plesenc~s of serious f:nd l:..:.sti!:g c1iffercr:cds of 
,. ,. , 

, : 
o:inion t~n ·open disc ~s:..; ien is ine~ii t£ ble -.;.::d ir.displ3ns:. ble • Al-

I : UO '(. l.·t .. ,c- j .. -,....~ ...... l·n or-··""''':",~·"".;I'''\'''' ....... f"""I or'·1";1·r i+ is l.·"'''~~t,('!t''r-t:::> c· ,,~_.t.'':H'''' i.._ c,· .• .L.u • " ... .., •• ,,:;;;_I!J .•. _ ..... ' t _" A _w::;.. .• ~ ..... 

la~ly mora :I:liti'-ll ~i:~~n l~:: o!'g;.;.niz:.ti:.r:.~.l str~8g1e behind tl:3 
$~anes or h~~lf-(!onoc~"'l~:' "r:llusic!lSIl in tl:a pIess, r:rJ.ct bri::g 
~J results to ~nytodJ ~nd cnly poisen tte at~osp~are. 3ut ~J 
~st still rag~rd it ~s oocFletaly i=percissible to e~ter thd 
nath of pu.clic disc~ssion o::ittvti.t ~1ctu:~1 pOl:tict~l :leeossity. 

f·E~ "perc~:n7nt~ r.avolu~i;;~".DiS.!!!l org:.~ ~n;:r.dad .. fir~; o~ ~~l to 
'L!':Iluence cl.I~les cl,;~s~de 0 ... tee CI·J?.nlz~.tJ. ... !'l. :...h:3 ...... scussl.on 
L::~n :"'..nd Cilst be op~nad in ?n or g,: n ~es tined exolusi vely for intor
inll distr irution (o~ bulletin, ais':::l~di::m p~!~ar. etc.). ~}:c in
It:lrests of ~ntern.:l c.'::::-lccr'~::;:i !!l~ not in t:.a lC:lst h~r~ ~Y t~iS. 

( _ lt~t F_t tee s::ce tu::a ~;.n:leCeds::ry ..... ~<=.p'1ns !!Ie not pl':co:l l.n tr:a . I~CdS of oppo~onts ~nd ena~ids. ~e m~st not forget for a mo~ont 
tr.~ ~nusu~!lt v:a C:~:1 b:>:~l;{ s~=l i:istcIic .... ~.l=i unprdcada:ltod. ciif-

; 0 ••• i:cultios u.n:'e: ;'/hicr: ttd L~ft C~positi:::r. L:.OOlS. Suffice it to 
,r~::all ti:at tr.a St_.linist st~ff O':~! tee r:...jio Q:J!lou.::.ce:l tr..e 
l'rrotS}~Yist ccnfe!:a{l~e!l in Copa?:!:.oga::. to the c:o pi t.olis~ police. 
lS':'::h a S:til2.ti.on 1S.7S double ~:ni tIi·cle res1:om,ibilitias on tr..e 

, , 

., 

l~Gde~:s of tte (;PPCSi tiotl. ~h~ e:-::poIience of the preceding in
t~!!l!!l strif~t ·,1hich r~ll too oiten tool.: on tee cr..:.:.r:·;,cter of peI
S~:nl SCY2.pping, h~~s seIicusl:; \':e~lko!'l~:i the authority of tr.a G·;!
Ij~n Op~csi t ien t ·tnj this burdonsor:6 i~her i tance tas not yet 0:/0-

.~:. 1~~~telY disitJ?pa.lrad. ~l.ll the e:-e£'.te! i~ the d\l7~- t~ be co!':c.srned 
11·.~· la~:lut the ~11ntenJ.nce of the U:,lty c~ tne org:'.nlzatlon ~.r.d tr..d 
~... \sclid~rity of t1:e le~~ddr~hip, !l!':·i to ;::void. 1·S .. :u(!h t~S .foSSibl~ 
. ( ~~Jh ~ethoas ~f disc~s~ion ~s ~ill Qrtifici~lly st~rpen tr..e aif

li:::~nces 0 f oFinio~ und ;;l!e apt to pcison the t~tCjospl:er;l. 
-. 

Th~ reports of the G>3rt'l:!n cC[;J~~des, ~s wall ~~s tte eOi:ipositio~ 
j! the delegation t h°"..s pr oven ceyona Co do ubt t::~ t in tl:e r':nr~s 

l
ot the Gdrmt:n sdotio~ there of.ists :l serious c:::.are of ;'i~ttCer
CO::~unists, who are :.:do~u!.!toly qti.;:.lified pclitic~~lly ~!l:i ... t the 
p.l:':a time are tied u~ '::ith c;~"'..ss org~:niz::tio:!s. 2ht~t is Cl vary 
~rs:l.t llchievc!:lcnt t from ';/hleh '11;1 CjilS t start ~n~ build f:lrtt;}I • 

.. l'n tee firat inst::::~.J. ',113 oust as.::3UIe C. cot'!posi tion of ti:.e 
. j1eili'3IShif ·,i'hi(!h is r.10l"e prolct.;!iur. end cord bOilnii up _',7ith ti:.e 

... ir:usaes • 

••• ° !Tha;lk~ to tl:.e speci~! conaitior.s of its oIigi.n. the L~ft Cppcsi-

I
~IC~ '.v~s COr.lpos.::5. d:;:ing a c;1rt~;i~ p~ricd (the p;)xiod of da..:::..:;) 
f lnd; "f14u',l" .. -:n,; llt.<lo ?O' .>llF 1 dta. p~ doo",in:>nt:Ly of ir.tel.:d.c-

) 

) 



~I ~ . tual or S.lli-intellcct~!ll chnr;~;OI. VIi thout clo!lr poll tical 
-I viowS and ·~v~ thou.t : ~ots in the -;l~r ~~n~ olaoa. ~cousto~ed noi-

I 
thar to Gor~o~s WCI~ cox to Iaa~ccs~bi11t~t olo~oly tiQd ~p to 

_ noth1n~ cnd n~body, po11tical no~udo Wl~h~ut ~a8augo, who ocr~ 
ried cooe cheap formul~s, som~ Sffi~rt cI~t~c~l s~ntonccs Qn~ 
soma practice in intrigue frco to~n to to~n and fIOO country to 
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cou.ntry, suc~ "op~csitionist~" - LQni~a iG ttoir oost cc~plete 
feplecentativo - for' ~ long tioo put ~ bra~e on thQ developcant 
of the Opposi. tion an:i COrr.I~t()~ised it in tr.c eyes of tha think-
ing workers. ~i:o clo~nsing of the Opposition of "Lund.:.LuiDO" 
has tnke~ no little tice in the last luur yeurs. ~nd the suc
cess in this fiold, cs well as in others, is indisputuble. BU~ 
the ranI victory c'v;)r the spil'it ,of intrigue ani of petty qu:!r-· 
reling is conceivo.bl~ only ttrougr. tho cra~tion of a leade=shi~ 
out of fir~ ~Ioletaria.ns, 'wco :ue bound up with ti:e mnssas and 
foel thcmselv~s to b~ the ousters in their o~.7n org:::.nizHtion. 
our G~Iocn section is co~plet~ly rip~ fo: auch u serious intar
n31 Iofolia. ?here remains only to wish thnt the COaling confar
ance of the German Opposition ~ill be called and nill be C~I
ried through under th~se auspices. 

~ 

:~he Left Or.p~sition in the U.S.S.R. 

In the past year v~!y i~portLnt chunges took pluce in the situ
atio~ of the ;assian 0p~csition. ~heir gGnarnl direction ~n~ ta 
Cha.I~oteli::eci by ti:e VI~rd "uscent". 

Uany l:unarcds, perhaps o,'on -thousar.1s of f::>rCler cf.l.pitulatcIsj 
~nrticulcrly ~or~ers, hCYd CONe back to the path of the 0ffcsi
tion; ttasaUIe tl'"_;) -alet!onts which in tte Sfri:lg of 19;;& h~n
estlyb:J.t proC'!:lturo:":; bdlie':~d i:. tne ~rinciFl;) cb~n;;e of t~Q 
o ffie l.~l COU! ~O. :~e J?l~!ces c f iJxile und iopr isor:r::ent ar d C~ n
stuntly bCi:ag filled wi th s~c1: "brlcks liiar s" • I t is un:liJccsso.r;:r 
to s~y ho~ ouch ttis f~ct atrangthecs the authority of ttose 
OPPOSitionists who never Dbondon~i their buronar for a single 
hour. 

Among tl:e older ge~oratio!1 of B~lstevikst includir.g tr.ose -,'lto 
only yeste!d~y ~ere ardent St~li~ists, can be observed tr.e com
plete doc~:y Ot tha uuthcrity ';II Stt~lin and tho group naar i:ic, 
ns well es c decided turn towerd great~r uttectioc ani esti~u-
tion cf th~ Loft O!.jpositio:l. It is ~ost sigr..ifict:':1t tr.:~t pre
Cisely the old 3clsr..eviks, ~ho took an activo p~rt in tto life 
of the F~rty unier Lenin. but lct~r let the~salves be sc~!oi by 
tho ghost of "~rotskyisr.l", :lO~·I. after thair axr-erience with t1:e 
Stalinist r~ei:r.e. bsgin to discover -:thero th~ trutr. lidS, Th~~t 
18 n very iopo:to.nt sJmpto~: 

Bat incomparably ~ore import~nt is the process ~hicr. ~s going 
'In among tr..e workers, espeoi~lly the YO:J.tr... .;::..st as in its tir.:o 
the Tsa:ist ture~ucr~cy c~lled every dissatisfiad WCI~~I, pro
tester. stri;~~=, ,a "socialist" • san~ hi!:! to fI iaor: or <;C SibaI :'.:l. 
!~d mode it ~cssibl~ for him ~~ ~aat re~l soci~listd t~~!d, so 
t~e St"llinist bUre!laCI;lcy no','.' !'l.:n~sts Ltr.i e:dl,as i!':. ~\'er-inJr0nS-
1.ng nuoberi3 :iiE~~!tisi'iod a!.:~ pIoteGtin~ ';:orr:~rs, d~clarl::~ thai: 
"~rClta.r.yis~s" end. ,Pushing them on t:> the I,oud 0 f th e Le:t .)~'posi-
tlon. ' 



. 

II,· :s··f~r as the illeg .. l Crg~niZv.::::-:t tt.e r,'llshovl);:-Lotiinists in 
(~ 1 thS u.s.s.n. is concern:,:u t only tr.o first steps !:.o.ve been tak'on 
i'- ~ ,~~ its reorgL:.niz~~t:'.:)n~ iTnil~ in th~ ilcst most of the opposi-

'/ .\:: cnist sections ·r..u,\,s icr.oIt~nt a:-~d. ','le,ll-kni t C~dI os, which have 
t ::ot yet conquoIsd the nec-e;:;st!ry ~1C.flS bi..!sis, in tha U.S,S.R. on f. ~ ~l:e contl':;.ry, ...:1111e ther 0 is a power ful b9.sis, tha cndIOS of the 

/
1 ! ~ft Opposition cre still ex~osDd to tte m~Iciless blo~s of the 

I :;ppnxutus, ':It.ich C"uke tha CItJD. "ton of a centIc.lized leadersr..ip 
: :010 difficult. ~ut ~!:'Q clo~r ~nd indisputable gIo~th of t~e 
i influence of tte Left Oppo~iti'J:l, tta broa.dening of th\l circle 

'.4 t .)f its c.dhercnts in t'r.~ ';;OIt:ir.g cl~ss, tho infLl.x. of sympathy 
I avert on the p~rt of' t1:e \.pp!!rctu.s, (~re the bast assurance tr.ut , 

, . 
.' 

, , 

, 

I tr.o :r~storation of a c~ntrulizeo. org~nization is a mo.tteI oi thJ 
f 1:~edir. te future. 
I 

Ul foreign s6otions hcva the possibility of coll~borating di
:actly ~nd ind.ireetly,to the revivificf.tior. r..nd strcng'thening 
of tr.c org~-'ni;.~tior. of tco Rllss1.an Bolehcvik-Laninists. We m~st 
::.~ka c~ntr..ct ',':i:h Soviet citize~ls livi:-~ o.bro!!d, p!,nticu.lc.Ily 
~ith young ~tudents: ~ll opportunities end pos~ibilitas for tha. 
send inB 0 f opposi ti0nis t lit ora tur e, csp uci~~ lly the F. u.ssian Bu.l
latin, to th9 U.S.S.R. must be utilized; conta~ts must be ~~ds 
r.ith foreign ';:crj.era tr~L\'ellir.g to the U.S.S.R. or living thera: 
foreign tourists ~ust be utilizai to trcnsmit liter~turo, to 
!lint~!in ccrresi=0.::den~e. to collo~t politic~l inform::tion; con
t:\ct lU'J.St t,e tl:~C.u ,: .. ith Russi:..:.n s~'ilors in ~ort citias, '.'Iith Eo 
view to direct .politi~al iri.fluenc~ on t~or::. ~!s well !lS to tZ!!C1st:iit 
liteI~ture. All tr.c$e ki::o,;,i of \"[ork n~~t'JI=-lly !a~iuire cxcaption
II l:tte:::tiv~!1eES ~lnd caution' the int-3r~~e6.i:;rii3s ~lust be c&.re
fu.lly ChOSe!1, so th;..t police [~gtlntst cl~.s ... encClic3 or Stulinist 
PI'Jvoc~te'.lrs ~~::. 0 :.ot rJi:-:ad i:1 c.oon;: thee. S·,·St58:1.tic werk in 
the directions i,juic.tei ~~bo-.. e c_n~bc -:>! inestl.r::<lble v~lue to 
Oil:! COGl!t!:ies in ~~e U,S.S.r.. r.nd. it is sC[~Icel:' (luCdss::ry to ex
plnin the imFoIt~r.~O to ~ll sectio~d of tho Leit rp~ositi~n th~ 
r~pi6. growth of the Bolshevik-Leni!1ists in the UiS.S4li. will as
Suma I 

fhl;) Histo:ic Role of th~ Left Op"Cosition 

In ~ preyious letter the thought w~s expressed th~t under cer
~iz; historic~:l ciro:.l::.st=-.nces the P:Olot3..I i:.lt o:·n cor..-luer G'Veii 
:.i.llier a 10 ft-centI is t le::dership. i.~:~ny co~x.:..des '.7er e inclined t 
~s I h~ve been infor~e6., to interpret this thougtt in the send~ 
of cinimizing tee Iol~ of the Left Opposition a~d of 9nlli~ting 
the m.ist~.kas :.n5. sins of burer'.uoI[~tic centrisu. li..;(;:alass to SHy 
)-.0',1 ~r.r I l~m ·from such c.n interpr dt.~ tion. # 

.. ~ -.. . , 
l'r.e stt~~tgeY of the P:lrty is ~n excee.ding 1mport~,nt element of , , ' . ". 

' . , 

\ 

! 

t 

! 

J 
I 
I 

I 
I , 

the prolet~.ri~:l Ie·;clution. 3ut it is by no ce~~ns the only fo.c
tOI. Viith ~l!'l exception~lly fi..~vc!~:ble Iel~tion of f~I~es the pIO
htnric.t c,:n CQ[~le to pO'l:~r oven ur.de:r Co non-1:~rxist :~::dership. 
~r.is vms tee c:!s:;}, for ex~tD.ple, in tho P:.;.rid COr.lLUnd, a:1i, in 
~ period ':;hi.ch lies closer to us,' In ':ung:.ny. :;";J d~p:.r. of the 
disintegr.~tion or tr.e ent)~y c::~p, its politic .... l :i:3t:'l:rclliz~tion. 
the wor thlos~r.ess of its londers, c#~n _.s~ur e the ddC 4 3i va super
brity to t:"·. :fr'Jlet:~riu.t f~r ~l cert!i.i:t tir::.e even if its 0'110 
le~deIsh1p i~ wa~k~ 

.... . ,. 

( 
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'B~t, in the first pluce, there is nothing to sa~runtGe such a 
"fortun:!.te" ooincidc:)~~e of cir~~cstcn~es ; it repres.dnts tr.e ex
oeption n~tl:eI t1:!;n the ru~e. Second, tha victory obtained u...."l
cler Buch cO!lditions r'ecains, a.s t1:e Sl~t:la two eX1..oo1es - Paris 
end Eung~IY - prove, axceedingly unst~ble. To we~~on the strug
gle ag&inst St~liniso on the ground that under certain condi
tions even the Stt.linis t lead.ershi l) ';/0 uld sho':r i tdulf ').nablat J 

prevent t1:e victory o~ the proletuiiat (us the leadership of 
Thaolt:lunn could. not prevent the gr·o'.'lth in the mU!lbor :>f Co[:c,'lU
niet voters) - th~t ~ould bs to stand all the elements of 
~arxist politics on tteir tends. 

The theoreticcl p~ssibility of a victory under centrist le~deI· 
8hip mus t be under stood, b~sides, not Cl9chunicr:.lly but diel :)i,} •• 
t~c~lly. Not only the offic~l party cs Q whole, but also itd 
appnr~ tus, d.o os not r apr es ent sooething immE>va ble and unoht:r.ge
~ble. If the origin91 nttitade of Ne~~cnn-Reu~als-:huelcann. 
"FiIStt1:~ :fr:.scists. tr..en ','ie", had rp.mc.infJd i!"~ ·force, it Vlould 
have been entirely ~:>ssible thBt the Fascists eight be in po~
er tod~y, Yenk ~s the resistcno~ was ~hich the ?arty developed 
later, still it creRted the uersnectives of u civil ner, 
frightened ttc b~g bOUIssoisie, ~nd cocpellei Hitler to enter 
upon tr.e I!oor.stitutior.~l" road, ,which h:.s obviously \7e=.kened h:'Cl, 
At tl:e sr.oa tica, it is comrlotely i~disputablo th~t in the 
cr.a.nge of pcsiti:>n ,:,f the ?Drty, the deoisi·/e role was plr..::ed 
by t}:e Left OP.I.;caition, if only throagh tl:a fact th:::.t it ~osed 
tho r:loblec of :r[!.s.;}is~ ole!!rly ani sharply before the \,/orkir:g 
class. To ch .. ~nge this course of ourd, to ad~pt oUIselvos to 
the prejudices ·:>f tho St~:linists instaud of :lppeL:ling to the 
3udge:!ent of the Co!:,.;unists, '.'Iould t:l~..1n to ioi t~ te the desper
ato Oentrists of the SAt (SJci~list ~oIKarSI ?3Ity of Germsny), 
~~~_:G~S G Q'I f:J fr or:. ~os en!e l to 'J:hn el:!i!:nn. than bur n the ir fin
g'Cl'S and pns::i tivc!! \;~. t:or.1eb~ty i)1.s~~J:.u . 

If wtet hna bean said above is truo of Ge~oany, w&Dte the ex~ 
tr.ct'rd:.n<.!:i:;T p~ess:l.Ie of circ~=.atunces tem.9on~rily ova:':lO~CS tt.; 
pDllai~s (>f i~lilure ci tta Stl.olini.sts .... \"/nat 01:::.11 we sny at thJ~~ 
CountridS ',-:nere tha official CorJ:o:unist P.:::.rty is in r. cendi tion 
of c~nst~nt decay, as in ?r~nce or in Grc~t Brituin~ (~he Brit
Ish Cc=ounist ?nrty h:lS dlOPfSd in ten months frem 15~OOO to 
3,000 p~yins rJembers). 

We Illl !lgreg th[~ t to 0 :lanterpose the adventur istic slo~::,.n 0 f e. 
$Qc6r.J. :!:.rty "to t1:e existing Party, CoS tr.a existir..g Partr. as 
the Stalinists nccuse us, ~o~ld ma~n to block cur ~uy to tta 
Comm~nist ~orkers tr.eos~lV~3j But to blur our difference ~itc 
Centrism !.n tho r:aala of f~cilitr'.tir:g 'funity", ',voul<i Ir.a:·~n, :lot 
only to coc=it pOlitio~l suicide, but also to cover U~I stran
gtl:en o.nd. nour ish all t hd nc:)gt\ ti ve fae! tilI as of bur e~~ucro. tic 
Centriso, a~d by t~o.t f~ot alcr.a help tho ra~oion:lry currents 
within it ag~inst the ravoluticr~IY tendencids. 

If recent y9~rs h3ve pr,ven ar.ythi~g, it hus tesn the principle 
truth cf the Left Cnpositi~n, its fitness to survive, its ri;tt 
to a great historic·iole. ~he accidant~l. ~r.~iaf&:ed consulia
tlon in Copenh~Bin h~s sho~n, thet the cadres of the Oppositi~n 
have f~~17 ~rasped its oicsion ena see their ro~d cleurly. ~a 
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C:.ln firoly hO!je th- t the c.~ns'.A.l t~ tion ~'1i 11 give a ser 10us 10 .. 
pulsion to tte :urther develofmant of tee sections. 

G. GUIoff 

P. S. Becc-use ef th;) great d1st~;nco. ou.r Greek section could 
not t~ke purt in the co~sultction. 3ut on the ~~Y. Buny com
Icdes were ~ble to ~eat ~ith u s~bst3ntiul number of Athen1~n 
Bolshevik-L~~i~ists n~Q obt~ir.ed ~ 'v~ry ~cvor~blu ioplession 
of theo. Suffice it to SC1y, th:lt the Greek org:~niz~~tion hn.s 
assumed the t:lsk of ch~r.Eir.g tr.~ir p;:per, the "puli ton T~xeon·'· 
into J. ci~ily ne',1EJpaFer i::. the :.edre.st f\lture, HOW f!lr froe ti:is 
ore the ether EJections; un:ortun~tdlyl 

?or simil~r reasons ~ the great dist~nce, and for o~ny, too. 
onterinl ~nd ~oliee difficulties - at the ccnf~re~ce no rcpre
scnt~tive.s of the ~~eric~n League, the ~~hecho-SloV3k, 
Bulgurir.n, Srliss, pelish Op~ositi0nists cnd other grouFs, could 
not t[~ka purt. 

Tn 9 C'-!11ing 0 f ~ r c~ll conferenc e t which wi 11 inc.lude r epres efit
nti ves of r!11 sections c f the lnter'n;': ti 0 n~l !,e ft Opposi t 1;n, 
thsrefore re:'1~ins a m:..:.tter for tho future • 

Dac. 16. 193~ a.G. 
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