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lIotion ;y Sh:lchtr.l~:'_~· -. 
............... ., 

Wi th regard to the ~roser..t 81 tull ~ion j A r;er,-,".lll,. .... and t-.,.'.) qu~stiO:l ot the rol~ . 
of the Rod J.r::Jy, the l\ationo.! Co~u. ";te.J ~dept~ thl, :L'oll"'lJjn~ poliuy: 

Tho Conr:nmists c.::.nnot enter-teil'!. any objc;.ct.ton& in prj.n"~~llle to t!l.J ''l::;'" o~ thl) 
present Rcd. A...-ny in t!';.e $c-llet U!llO:l fOl' ti:(' p::rpr)so of gi-rlng diroe~ ::'la:t~:dal 
Qssisto.nl~e to the prolotll1."i~ rcv"l'~t!.~n o.Jl~ ~h~ Cot::.":l.:..'l:i.r.t !l'.07CI:"en to !.n ot!".CT 
countriC!;lr We de net rcs="""-'} the Bed ~"ITI '1: • .:!. ~.R'~fj31c..n'1 amy blt a'il the ~T!I'I\y 

of the internc.tic'lc.l revclu tio:lc.ry prelctc.".:'i~";. '?it) :f'ac:',; th:l4j the> Rr.i.t ~~'.$ 
CCIJa te the c.SSiSt~lCO ot: t:;e rolish r.~oVe!1:'e:1t in 19~O n:.:d G:'..ve tl.i:-o::t ~:i.d "to ~IJI-) 

GaergicJl prolotaric.t ~ld peasantry in t~eir ~ibernt~cn str~~31e ~~~u$t fere!~~ 
1oporieliSl:! n.."1d its Menshevik abo:1ts, is prcol' tllat tho Co..'T.!'.mir.i; Int~~-:.~t!.~1.:;j. 
in tho Leninist epoch did nut ccn~ide!" it --:ronG in pri~lcipl.o for th,3 lIR'J.~si:!r." 
Red J.r-~ tc carry out rovcluticn~ry tc.sks boycnd the "frC'!1tiersu of tl!r" S~'viet. 
Republic. For tnis r~::.son, it is necessc.ry te reject the prCV.:l:ail~:; 5t~J.!..T.::tt 
opposi ticn to euployine; the Red AJ:1::iY in th" intore~t~ cf t:UI int\3r::.:!.'t.~C-l~.o2 J"I)
vcluticn c.s ~ typic~ cnc.rc.cteristic ct ~tio~-Bo16hovik dcsenornticn vt t~t£ 
taction. 

The OI!ipleyr..cnt cf the Rod Army cutside the "frontiers" of tho Scviot Union to 
help tho l'evoluticnc.ry J:10VC:'lcnt :triuI':ph in the c.::.pi tru.ist countries, is r.o~ rul:l 
CCJUlot be a question ct dispute in principle tor the M::J.rxists. !t is ~lld CQ1.~ 
not bo o,nythins but a tc.cticc.l questien, b~scd upon concreto consider~tion; ~! 
title and ll1.::.co end rc~tionship of' forcos. 

Tho nccossion ct Hitler to peuer in Gol'mtUly is (I. direct thro,,:t to tho. int;)rI1:.·· 
t1.on~ revelutien in :;er.erc.l end te the ~ssi::lJl. revoluticn in ~~.rticuJ.:l~, T:'\ot 
is ... hy tho Illtcrnc.tion.."'.l Left Oppcsi tion ht\s dcclc.red that "the c.tt~i-~ or th~ 
Fc.seists te seiz~ 1io.:er in Ger.n~"ly ccn brint; in its trdl ncthins less th:m- -tJie 
tlOblli~ticn etthe Red :.:rr...y. FOl· the prolctaricn 5t~tCl' it r.ill b;, ra r~'lttcT' 
of rovclutionc.ry self-defense in 0. ~Gt direct c.nd ~edlato GenGe". 

t'l'he Internaticn:'..l Left Oppcsi tien hc.s net, hc\;-cvcr, and dees not ncr: r~:!.oo the 
I domc.nd tha.t ~t the r.rcscnt tinc, in the 5i tuc.tion as it is tod:l:'!, \/i th thu -erg .. ---- ~ .......... 
~ relc.tionship of i'orces, the ned Ju.--;:ry is to be tlobilizcd ro~ .. tl~c pllr:.o.c~ c.! 
"mrchillG upon CcrIJ.."'-W" no\';'.-\7e dc not ::.dvcJlce this slog::.n ::.t the prcse."l~ tiTr,e __ " . 
end rCl;c.rd .1 ts prcpcs:'.ti.en CD out of hc.rI:lony t7i th the t.. ... cticc.l line ot ~'1" !n"':' --. 
tc.rn.'\tien..".l. Left Ol'pcsi ticn en Gomony today. . ' .. 

:actcre the r.-orker ressos ot Cic~"UlYlmvo been unequivocally sot in l!lOti::.n to re - . 
siJ~.t Hi tlor, oeftoro tho shc.rp clonvc.go t~ ... at exists bctr:con F~.sciST.l ~-:f.th'l \\'or"'-: 
king cl:lSS hc.s beon trcr.sl~ ted into cpen ci vil \~. in Ger:n..~ny 1 tselt, so. t-l:a. ~ . 

~ . 

( 
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tho bare prcposel of tl..."'.I'chinb :i::~ .. m gil r:::co: tho Red A:cr:ly 1nte CiVrm-:'i}'; .. __ 
t70uld appeal to tho Gc:-c..-m. I1':.sses c.s "ell as te the ncrld prcloti?.riat ao r.~Ci'..TI." 
ill::8 diroct cid tc thoir cl:'.ss in its revolt ~~inst bcurgecis :tili ta:..;,r !icb~<'J'-_, 
&'1ip, such c. sloga.:l could cnly servo te alienc.te non-Ccr:t:1Unist '10rkcr':>:lT~ -
drive thCl:l into the CCJ:lp ot lUltlon:-.list rC:J.c'.;ien. T:1C Pl'cr.r.tul"O :'.dvc.:~cinz o~
such Ll. sloG:?Il, boforo civil \:c.r in Gorn."'.l1y he.s c.ppcc.rod ul1:.listclc:?ble f .!I:.un'l 13.3' • • in6 the I:~~:.o epen to the chc.rge, en tho !,Col't 131' the cfi'1ci:'.l C.P., of llJ"o·,oc:'!'- .. ~. --:-- ... ~--= 
tion to prccipi teto \'Ill' _on thc Soviot Ul1ien. It l'le:JlS th:.t ,:0 al.lon.:~:~e l.~o tim--'~'~ ...... . 

pa.thies of these Cor.:Jr.lUnists \:ho h::vo becor.le oricntc.ted to\70.r0.S tho r.9:f~ OP!)cci.. -';.- ---
tion ell the bc.sis of ti.o co."Jpleto cerroctness ot. cur pclic10s in regard to tho. 
Go~ 6i tuction. 

If the Lett O,posi tion is o.tt~ckod sid.l(ll-ly for ::.dveco.tins 1r.J.cdiateI:lOuUiza •• 
ticn ot tho Red A:rwy, OUl· c.ns.:er 1s cloer. The corl'~ctnoss of our posi t~ ()!1 (,rI. 
GeIU."'.ll Fo.scis:l I:lel"olysorveG then to ade. C.'il1)'h~.siD te cur ~"l.clysis of t!~o lnc..,f •. 
tc.blo intcr~tionc.l censoquoncos ot a Fcsci~t vi~tv~~~ '!'hiD ologcn olearly-aim~ 
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'to ern the Soviet Union to !,rel'o.ro in Good t1::e to defend itself. ii<'.r in that 
cc.ao COCCS not 9n the bns~. S ot 0. Red J.:r:I"J.;i m:.::chil"lt:; i.~to GcrnuulY, but beo::.usc 
th~ Intor~tio~ Eroo.n ShirtD ~re ~rchi~ on the Soviets. 

'!he propogc..:ldtl end :-.gi tOot ion of our Loq;uo C'lld tho L1i11 tC!l.t is to be conducted 
nCCOrdCol'1.Ce \fi th tho o.bovo viei7s. This st:-.teDlont of Dosi tion is to bo sont 

out to ell br~'1.chcs o.s tho guiding lino of tho LoCGUe for the ~ork ot ~~ itD 
~ors end spokesmen. 

-•••••••• ***** 

Resolution bY.Co.nnon: 

-~o Lef't OPPosition t:::kos the _f'ollouing position on the question of' tho Red 
~y ~nd tho Gc~ situ.::.tion: 

~e Red ~~ e:ists to dcfe:m tho conquests of tho October revolution r.nd to ~id 
in extendin:- this rcvoluJ.;iol'l to other countries. ~e Rcd J.:rr:r:I is not only tho 
arm. ot the SOVi ct Uniol':. o.s it exi sts 0. t the l)l'eDcnt tIce 'Within the terri torir.l 
limits 01' old P.ussio. (o.nd ~ot even the \1hole of th:.t) , but it is in the 1'ul.lest 
BeDDe ~t tho 't7ord, the o.I'I:l 01' tho intermtionaJ. prolet:\ti~t. ____ . 

In the intcrr~tiono.l clOoss struggle the bourbeoisio in every coulltry threatened 
,.~ Co revolution ot the proleto·io.t counts on :\nd receives intcrno.tion.."'..l SUHol't 

jbconacic, finnncio.l, !,olitico.l, d.'1.d in COose 01' need, r.dlit~ry. This is p~-
.. 't1culcrly truo ot tho coun"'.;rios contiguous to tho present Soviet Union, suc~ o.s 

PolCl'ld. RO~""''1.i:., Fi:-.J.C.!1d, etc. It is true ~so 01' GerrJ::.ny. The GCrtr.n prole
t~lc.t, in the ir:l;e:lClil1;:; ci...-il l":o.r, 1s ol:titled to, ~d rust receivo tho s~o 
1ntern:'.t1o~ support 1'rorl the intorll:.tion:,.l \;or~tir.g ole.ss. 

Tbciudcd in the illtcrno.tio~ \forking el~ss is tho Sovi·:lt Union ~nd its Red !..rz:1J. 
~·l!lcthOd ·by nhich t~lis interno.tiono.l \7orki!1g elr.ss suilPort is oxtended to the 
Corm..-m prolctari".t ill its rcvolutionary struG~e--r..or:\l, pol1tieo.l, econoI:l1c, 
miltt:;.ry--~ld the :1=.turc t:.."ld t!lC ~ 01' tho spccific c.ctions, or cotlbir.Ootion 
ot ::.ctions--is dctcr::anec. cxclusi vely by ~r:-.ctic~, strntegic C'J1d tactic:.l cor.·· 
.1do~.tio~st ~hich 1'lor. out 01' tho circUDSt~~cds 01' tho corr.ent, the rol~tion of 

.1l:1tornntiono.l clo.cs flJrces, etc. Uili t::.ry c.c·cion, \7hich i:: noti-ling but tho 
. -oxtenoion 01' polities, is not only not excluded, but in co.so 01' nced C-.'1.d ~t a 

--'-- - corto.-in conjuncture, oust be dofini tilly a~ld posi ti vely included in tho £;c!,-ljino 
. . 1ntorno.tion.."'..l concept of the q'..lostion of tho Red 4rny -o.lld the GOI"'"..!o.Il RC·lolutier.:. 

lforoover, the role of the Bcd .A:rr:J.Y CC'.:u1ot bo exclusively ~ dcfc!lSive 0110 'ili th 
---rospoct to the presont torri toric~ li.."li ts of' tho ~oviet u.lion. bUii under certc.ir. 

coD41 tlons C:\n o.nd I:lUst be o.n oftensi vo ono. , 
.~ .. tund~nto.l intern..".tioDD.l.ist considorc.tiono-concerning \;h1ch thore C:Jl bo_ 
no ~.o opinions in our ro.:1ks--detcr~no our c.ttitudo to~~~d the probl~a 01' tho 
Bod J:/:r:Jy e.nd tho CclU."Ul l"cvolution o.s it ::-ould bo posed concretely in the ove:1t 
pt Co Fc.seist Victory 1:: Gcl"tl:U1Y. For the Bcd Arr'..y to rC!:Jc.in pe.ssi ve ',\'llilo the 

):n:l..'Ul l"iork1ng cl:.ss is crushed under the hecl 01' Fc.sciSfJ, i ts org~!li::-.tiol:'S 
c:Mhllc.ted c..nd its cc.pOoci ty 1'or ref;isto.llCO destroyed 1'or 0. nw;.1bcr of yoar::.!' \7ould 

. -'not only croc.to tho eondi tio:w tor 0. Yiorld iI;?crialist c.sso.ul t aGa.illot the Soviut 
Union, led by Gc~;.n F~sci~, ~~ cndr~or the oxi~~ence 01' the toroer. It 

-vould signity in no ~~ degrooo a coloss~ betrayo.lot tho Gcr~"'..n ~d co~so-. 
- qucmtly 01' tho ~7holo 1ntorMtion proloto.r1Oot, on the part of' tho Sto.l1!'.iat 
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/leadership. 'For -thoLei't OPPClsltion tC'l 1(o,,"p silent !:n, the fner, or a p"llcZ . '_t- _ __ 

"tlu..t le~cl3 ob~ectivcl:r in thiD di:llt;ti.()n~ fc~ It to retrea't to 11 .i1:re~cntct!:m."; .... ~.-.,.. 
ot the') Q.uostiO~l '{'rCJtl 'th.3 peir..t ot v6e't'f srnply of the ~1J_~~J,~ 01 th~ p~ .• 

sent, Soviet tl~io!l.~ twuld be to r..oko 1 tS'3l.! Co 1'a.r.t1 t" this h" sLoJ:\.c.a! beb:'.lyai. 

:" 'Tbcoretico.l conf'id",:'ations, and tho Pol1:;h e;-:par!.cr.cc ot 19Z0, r.b_ov t~lat the 
• -Red .AI".!l!; Cruulot lr:;:.~{., tho 7'u701u+.ion in or. ir.mort~t co.,i t..u.ist cOl1ntt'Y 4 F:Jr it 

-to int~rvcr.e ~-.i,:c'e7si\lnY" tne;;ttr:..ist "00 &. c~nj'lJl/~ture ·of 'tho ritl~"1g r.·r 1:l1t! p'? ' 
:letc:.:oi ,:"t nr.d S"llcll :.\ l'elu7.10:: ot the cluf:s fo:rcC:f: locl~cd in !Ilort~J_ Gorolbat +.hat 

'the Ecd .kr..::y o.pper..rs on tho "3cene o.s tho rGol".ro:C~O:lt c~ tho ri'Si!"lZ }>I·ole't.ar'..at. i 
., -its ally t\G:tinst tho IlUrderolls yiolCJ."lce ot th.3 ar,~d clc.ss onc~- ~:t h~ and 

·its pr'Ji;ccto!' eg:ll!lst the crr:cd intc:rv~ntion of :f'oroi(;Ll iml'eri;ilist :ro:-cc:... !.tlla 
conjl~lcturo docs r.ot exi.,t CoS yet in. Gormny and fur the"!; reo.cor. tho InYI:I:-na"t·io-· 

-nQl. Lc.tt Opposition concentr~tcs its p1'es01:t policy 1n the tl.'lin on the ir.t\l-""':Ull 
:o.ction of the Gern:::.n proletcrio.t .:Ul<i nnl.:es no dcr.cld for th~ L.""lr.',edletE: !ntorv:en-
'tion of tho Red iu-'...y~ Ji.t the SCJlO ti!:l'':'; it 0XIllc.ir..s orc1lly o.r..d fe~·lec~~y tho __ _ 
-1nevito.ble p~xt tho Red Army ~st play 1n 0. further devolopnent of events. BY 

, 'this it · ..... ..u-ns the Soviet Union to get ready end 1 t cncouro.gos the ~l"!ilCl1 :prol~ 
',tnr1at by rer.linding it of i t5 tmn internntioncl. recource::; end allles • 

•• 

• 

~T.he egitat10n of-tho "~oricon Stalinists to tho effect thct "tho Red Arm7 is 1n
'-tonntion~ in the sonse the'li t!l.o \7orl';:ers of other countries ulll evelltunlly' joi:i 
:It", . Wicks, -thet tho Gc~ t70rkers must cor.pletc thoir or.11 rc"polutior.. end or
~e.ill1izo thoir' orm: Rcd AJ.'::::; \7i thout the direct aid of tho erlstil~ Rod l....-.r:J' of the 
'Soviet ,U~lion, th~t the (,Jh.c5.dc.tion ot tho truo intc:"'ll."ltion:'.l rolo 01: tho Rc~ J..r... 
'rry by the I.eft 0i'posi. tion is "!lrovocntion for 3. t7~.r on tho ·Soviet Ur..ion"-·in :lll -
'this cgi tctio:: of the Sto.linists thero nrc contei~1cd t~,o tloct :t"oaction::l.r-J' ll2.- -

-:tiori~~'-sociclis't cor.coptio:ls end :m idoolo.;ic ... l prer~rnticn to sur..ction :l cel~ 
;8sal botro.r-.l. ';ho s::.)iri t of this nGi tc.tion 1s, 1n oSDence, tho spirit of ,Auguat __ 
'~,-19l~ •• This the·Lcf~ Opposition mast s~y out loud. 

f 

• 

:Tho~mot10n on policy "uith re~ to the present situ~tion in Oc~ny and tho 
:rolcof tho ~ed !.rmy" J - int:oducod by coonrede Shcchtr::::.n at tho lIe :neotin.t; -o:'.71)'b'~
:ruary 2/1, -is c. co.pi tUJ.:'.tory r.::t:;:oo.t bofore the pObl'o::l o.(;i tntion. ,,: t:1o [ .. t.,;_l:tnlot~:r 

. ~e.round this questioll. ';Lr.o do-:u.'"lc::rt of conro.d~ Sho.chtn"Jl is ::!Cdc cl! -:;£0 ;;:Jxoc'J 
by the introductory ecl:::o'.7!cdCcu.::!.to of 'tho intcr:l~t~o;.:.l role of th~ R.:>'1 1..1-:',;;1 tr. 
n~rinciplon.. The quosj;ion 1.; =~:'Sji.C! nnd ~2~~t:r:!~, It!.= l!vt no';; 0. ,:to1:.!.':~'i o.r: 
',~o~l'i:;ht Cl'ld duty or tho Red J.:r~r to be rcdy tr;. "'cru:or'J "ut r'jvoluticnXl'"'J' 'tuor.c' 
:1n: so:;x, iI!e.ufini to plc.co bUYCIllci. t!lo "f:o.'0:ltic1'.:::1 or tho p:oooent Sovict IN'U~~ic~ 
-The plo.co ie Gerz:... .. \ .. ly. And t110 queotion is: Tho rovolution~· teaks of thG Rod_._ 
-~-in tho Gcrr.lCll revolution. 

~L1~se cast be :-ojoctcd in the presellt situntion tho negc.tive ~~ dof~1vo 
:c.pprocch to tho question cont:'.i.:c-d i~ such l".polol!ctic fOl'rul:ts as "~'l;) Ctl'tt'If..Ir..!st,a 
~c.n....,.ot cntcrt:.in c-~y objoctiG:ls 'in principlet, ~1d "'510 C01:"J&U..'"1ist _ IntQl-n:1t~u~.ai .i!i --. 
-tho Lcni:list epoch ~.~!2.l.2..£~E..f.d-'J! . .!.t.'I!!~ In prillciple" a T'..le Loi't OPP-'£1 tiou ---:- -
'docs- no', fulfill i t::l duty i:u. ~ho (;,i VCll sit~ct!.on r:hh ~C'~C:t":l.i. oxpl:.~'l~ -:;10'.1, to tllO . _
-ei'1'cct th:o.t it has no "ubjcctiojl:: a':d trot it docs r..ot "el)~~idel' it nT.or.c.:" ttJr 
-tho Red J..:r:rry to Cl'bRS tho crtific:a"l. n:l~i,m2.l bou.":d~l llr.~o cstt'blisl1cd by tho 
:rel~tio~ship or inter~:o.tio:~ cl~ss forces ~t ~ cert~~!l. pa:i~~. I~ iu s~c~1ti:~
.. ly tho Go:rr:lnll rovolution t~t is in .... ol .... ed in tho p::'c-.sont in:stan'!o. l!ot- 'ii.a+. we--_ -
"llo.vu no objcctions ,: to, not rhet ,':e "do net ·::c-,nr.id~r ';;r(.'n~;' I i.T.lt r.h..~~ vo '!('n::.i •• 

':dor .!1!iht, t7h:l.t ,/0 consider .;!.qS~~~ at Q. c'Jl"to~n 6t~Ge in !he ci&·/olo~~llts ot 
tho Gcm.:::.n civil ";~this is the W"J.Y tho Left Opponi tiol1 mat armronch t..lJ.a Q'.l8s"; 
't1on. ¥"~ - - -

Comrc.de Trotsky has explained with E;u1':t'icicnt luc:!_di +'j t110 direct l!".c..'>!-"'!ct) to tlle 
SoViet Union thnt r.ould follov ll\ovl t.1.l>ly frOIl ~ tascist \-J.ctor;y ar..d eor.~.ol:t.c1ation 
in Gol"tlilllY, c.n.d tho :lecossi tj of r.IObiliz.\!~ t~o ~c;i }.r:trlY at tho rirr.t nl)~','s of- 0 
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. Fnscist stc.to revolution, But ho tid no,; stop, as cor.n-::tdo Shc.chtLlru1 t 0 tiot:lor. 
c1oos, r:.i th tho ~.1.£.:..c.cfc~£~ side of the 'lUco~~.on" T'nf! 'l\.io~~tic:l. ei t~c:. !~"Ci!i\ 

, Trotsky, is net con!;J.e~~e-~.c:.d therefore !. t 11] r.:U.se:--,t.'i~.)r. i t 1e~_vf!:.! c\. t n.'· s~'n ... 
J ~ os uhich 1'ollO'.:ed l~ J.U reference to tho o!'tcn:n.'1~ r.1da ct thH :oa~,fJ \l'.lc3'h=,r.: 

"l11o Red A:I:rny is not OlUY tho Rcel '~T.I;/o It tith;-(:.ryJ, f.Jf tIl:> p".C'olc.>tori'an wcr,Ld 
:revolution" (Ch1rr:.:.ny - T;lO Key to the I::"~Cr:1ct!.C'Il .. ~, SiLu~ti"~!) 0 0,,:1: '~~pute 'IT!th 
tho S~'\linists over the TIed .UTJ.Y hinGos :t::rcei[:elr ell this aSj?ec-!; e~ ~r_'J qu.rJ.:it .. G.tl;. 

!hoy shell not drivo us ~J;~y frOD it. 

Co:"lr:'.do s:".ccht:n.:m decle,res: "Tho intornntioncl Lett OD!'lOD1tion has notJ~"·IHWtl:r) 
end, docs not :l0\1 ro.iso tho de~ .... nc:. th~t ~~~ 'Tjr-,:;cnt t~) ill. tl:o ~1 t't:~t i ~n :.S. 

it 1s tod:.y, Y:ith tho l~re::;Ol~t rol.:l'tionship of forces: tho !t(;cl AJ.':nj I£: ~I) be mo-
bilized for tho purpose of '::-. ... rching on Gcrnr'J1yt 1'.OW". That 15 qnits tr'.1cJ, J..nu 
it could not be othor.7ioo r.s long as tho loi't O~110s1tiO:l rot~ins i t::l co:~t;;c.,ticr. 
th:lt tho role of the cxistillg Red ~ny is to hcl~ the ~orkers in rev01utior. in 
othor countries, c..."1.d not to noko their rov01utiOii tor thco. 

.8tt \~O hne rciscd the dox:nnd tor Co "n.;rch on Go1"l:1:llly" !tnt tho :prose::t tit:lo" "in 
'tho s1tuc.tion ao it is ~", etc.? ll..,,:.'oovcr, r:ho ot C'.Ily serious COl1sc~ucneo 
in the Li.:c[>'\lc, \rho in its 1ecdership, \7hiCh--it ·is is :.sstiOed--is eonposcd of 
gro\m-up peoplo ,:rl0 do not 10so their he~ds c.t evory turn in t~.o si tu~tior.-.. ;ho 
QIlong the~o could ~1so suell Co dc.-:-..:md? It r.obody ~s dono so--c.nd rIO lc.:Oi1 of 
nobody-the:l '/h.."lt is the :lecossi ty for such Co SOleI:lll .denw:ciction of tho idee? 
m~ is it llecoos~ry to !Jroteot thc.t ,,0 rogo.rd tho "propogetion" 01' this OlOC;~1 
as "Ot!t of h:.rr.lDny \ .. i tl;t tho to.ctic:.1 1i:10 ot the I~·,tCr.lo.tio:l{,.l ~1't O:)!iosi ~io::. 
0:1 Gom~llY toelny?" 'i,'hl' 13 it nocessc.ry to n."'.ko this tho contr~ POi:lt of our 
poliey? 

-
"0 lenO\: tha.t tho gt~i111ists hc.vo i!'mutod this s10:;c-"l. to us. '!'!\cy nro inci t1r.C 
Q pogrom a.Gc.inst us 0:1 this Gr0und.-o:n. n'io CrOWld tl'~1.t -;:0 o.re "r-rovokins ~ 'ilc.:r 
on tho Seviet U:·.io:1". But the S'~--.lil1ists ero liers. c...'ld the r:ey to a:ls~':er the:-.: 
is to Dr'.'/. they cre l1:'..1-s, to ID10\7 i.o'i; Ay t:lis YO'!''!. c:..:j.~t.12:}' they COVC1' t!~oir 
Otm llo'lt1onr.l-socic~i 5~, t\.:ld to ox,1dn lully, clec:-ly, =-.::cl l:oldly \rh:-.t t!lO In tOJ:'
nc.tiOllC.list :;t::nclDoillt of t:10 L.::.:'t O~r>2Di tiO.1 0:1 t:10 quC:.tiO:l of tho :Red l"z,lY 
end tho COr;!l.:.::l rovolutioll redly iDe . 0 re~c:e to ~ho Stru.iaist slc.. ..... d.er b~' do
nouneir.g tr.e vier:'poi.lt they 1'0.1:;01y ir..puto to us is :lot tho cost tr~ to neet the 

.. roo.ction=..ry inci tenlCllt of our Ol'POlloZltS. M01'Omx:t::C precisely; it is tho t;orot 
r.cy. 

~o concessions r.hich cor.tr~dc Shcchtr.l...".ll tr.kcs to tho po,;rO::1 e.gi t:'..tio!~' of t1~e 
Sto.11nists i:lerCc.sc ;?roGressivcl~ ill every li:u'cgrcph of his I:.OtiOllS 01: policy, 
Bosi~'ling \7ith c dcfc:l:;ivc e;e~cl'~l prc:.:ise cbout.our leek of "objectio:::J' I.L:·. 
sto..~d of co. posi ti vo stetc .. :c:lt of o\\r !?ri:~cip. ... l viet:s j. he Glides, in t!le n,)x'r, P~\.· 
rccrc.ph, to the dOl::'UllCi=-,tiOl~ of tile sloGc-'l for C!l ir=,~edi~,:te "tl:.rch 0:1 C-~r.'l~ny:

b:h1ch nobody r.ro'Oosod) ',nd the:'! ci.rc:::s ne:.rer to 'uhe ;05i tiOll of t!le St",linl sto. 
in tho next po.;cG;;:.!:h ~~'i th the !.:ore direct st .... t..;o:mt thnt "·~!10 rJl"cr:~".tuu c.:!vr.n.: 
c1ns or such c slog::-.n, before ci vil \;~ ill ~ornc:.:ly l"L ...... s cPJ?o·.'.rec. u::::is".;,".l:~~:lJly, 
lIOrulS lr.ylng tho I. L. O. oDon to tho ch~rgot 01L tho Dcrt 0-:" 'the oi'flc..i 2.1 C .. £Iv 
of provoc~tion to precipi teto .:l ,,~ on the :>oviot UdOl:"~ (1!c!;1~i!lGlo"3.J) 

Alroc.dy. uo ere 110t or..J.y cccused by the St=lli!~l sts of provl)~inG i;':l...:' or, the) 507iot 
Uhion • but \7e (or SO!:leO:1e C..rlO!lG us, n::-r.o U!ll~ho',iJl.) i ~'J 1\ lC!:ri!~G O'J.T-S c.l-"~':-: 0;'0;1'1 

to this Ilonstrous cccusctiOll.o l'cl~h~p$ that is rJ1Y, ill l',j, 3TCJ~10."'l'i fJn pOl i. ~ •• :! 
"fiith rce:;c.rd to tr.o presont :litur:ticilt', :1:> '1:<:'.11 ~.~ i ... :~is .ivu't'ucl.tsttc (,t\:r,:i\(,~tQ 
in the Militc!lt, com-c.de Sh~chtn.'Ul h:::fi l:ot dc.votctl \? 5i::'[,;1':.) ·;t.~:' .. :i to tl1.,:: sJ.~::(:\.'!· 
ot tho St,~,11!11sts, h~s r.ot ~s',-;cred i t, h~,s :lC't c:\] l<;;d. it :.;j,o.;lC!"l-~ :-.r.o. 't-.:.;;; l:C/:: 
soon ii t to print r;~ crtic10 on thu :l1lcject. "fIJ13t ho h~s .... '1 ...... ttoa '.1.:t thl.' d~t .. l~~!.'l1t 
under COllsidcr~tion lfi not (".:l cnS\'iOr to this ol~'lr.ier. It:f s a $Uppj.l)zli.~nt '\:0 .i t ' 
But uh:lt tho ~obors of tho Lo'1't O;p03i tio~l roq'..ll.:"o fico c.r. I-;C rJ.otio:: ',':Lull .1.r; 
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'''to bo scnt to ill ~r:~chcs e.s a (;ilid1:lb l1~c of tho L;::cue for ~~o l';ork r;,£ nll 
its ):1OClOCrS ~ld s[.ckcs.'Jc:n" (~'lho c..re theso n::,-:;tcrious S!,o~:cZlcn?): is cdvico on 
her; to r.:eS! t!lO ,oc;ron nsi te.tiO:1 cf t;~o Str2.i:!1nt3, ho'rr tc roiU"tc 1 t, c.r.U. abo·;e 
ill, 11:)":: to c~=rlc.i:'l 1 t:; ru::!l':-"'''1C:lt:'.lly l'E"~~~0!~! CO::tS'lt .. 

• 'C(",."~dc S:tc.chtn'!.~' ~ not1c.::l, 1:1 :10 \1e.y scrves this 1'urposo~ ~i.d -in tho 'next !l:-.r~~. 
grc.ph of his docuoc::lt, follo;'ri1lg ci'tcr rcfc:rreC: to c.bovc, com-....i!o Shc.ch!;:L."'.:l c;.c
pou.-u1s t'. vie':7 t;hic~ hns no thing in CO~lon ~;i th ours c.nd l1~s vary li l,tle 1.0 dis-· 
tinr;uish it :t':-Otl the sta.:-.:.drJCi'lt ot tho ~~';r'J.imsts. g is possiblo th:-;t cc:-~.de 
S!l:lchtn.".l'l. 11::'_3 rrri ttC!l i t h~stily r.::d 0:111 cl~ri~ his 11os1 tion r':ld fol"tllll.r..to j t 

• 1:1 Co dUforont-th:.t is, in ~i. opposi to-senso. I'" is to bo ooi>0d thn.t .!la uUl 
no so. But Cos the forr:ul.c.tio:l str'xds not;', roo C:'.!l undor no circmnst=-.nccs :-.ccept 
it ";:-.c tho bUidi!lg line of tho LoC'.gu.o lt c:ld 1t;;.11 its oc::lbOrD". ::10 t ovorloold.:lG i tD 
"spokecc.iln". 

"Thic £l..Og~ ", ho sC'.ys, (it.DOdic.to Ilobilizc.tion of tho red ~) "clo:Il'ly d.m3 
to ~~ t~o Soviot U:lion to prep~e in gooa tino to do1'c~td itzclf". ~ nocos
si ty of 1'rer-~o.tio'1 for such Gelf-defenso 10 ·cf courso correct. sel1'-ovidc."'lt. 
ant!. obviouo" ~:1.d thero is not c. S·;;~.lih1st 1'row ::t:-J.in'~ cc.bin.c1; to DrO-r':or'a 

• l'l'iv~to offico · ... 7.0 :lill object to tho ::iovict Uz:!on "~efc:ldi.15 itsel1'''.. :Dt:.t tbiD 
dOG:'.." (for tho i..-::1oc::.inte nobilizction or tho nod J.r.::y) ~itlS 'to do flor.o tllC'.!l tl'l't. 
Art:. ~:hO:l conr:::.do S:·.1.cht::l::_i. cO!lclue.es: n','i.-:;o ir.. tr.c.t ec.so coccs not o::l.the b~nis 

-, or Co R.:;C. ,A:r, -:y n-:.rcl~i'1.G i:1. to "c::r. .... ;.y .. but bec:-,ufio t!10 i'ltcr~tio:l~l Rl'::>.m. Shirts 
• QrO mrc!l.illG on the Govicts:t, ho s~ops :r;rec1soly c.t th::-.t 1'01::t, ,,;hero "the cli1't~r

onco bot~:ec:l Iatcr:t.."'.t10:ull.1S!:l r.ncl n:·:;;ionc.l-Soci:\l.i:;n on this J?:.rticulr..r qucation . 
bOgins.

J 

• -r.~o cS:;C:1CO of conr::de T1'ot~ky':: o;:::'.r!1iIlGS on t~o inev1t~lo ~r bct".'·ocn 1;ho So
viot-U;'·.ic-ll r.l1.d ~ victo1'iouo C;;;=O .... ':'.l. ... ·.Dc1sn cO!Hiist ,:.'.:.clocly in this -thr.t tao 
S·:;)viot U::i6:1 r.uot not ~r.i t until the F:.ocicto "~o rr.rchi:lG on tho SoViC·;;~" but 

._7 mst ctrikc t"hci:t <l(\'''::~ '"b'C?O:,o they c.:ro ro:.dy. Tl'.e "nc~f.·t!cf~c" 01' the ;36viot 
Union 1::l. tllis cc.oe no1'1;oo cor;l;'l.ctcly 111.to the o:~I~T,:c·:?;n~'TC'2.-~.;t~~"'l -

• }'nsci:;::' C11d tho de1'c~:oe of tile GC:':""_"".:l ~ovolut::c.;-:~~w&CECir-;:;l-c ne:l!'..l'~·Q·oi::o~
those throo e.s!ie~0'f0:-.c:':i:c:t~lc7:-?eciU:;;TC;: is tho he~ o~ tilO 1'~J.:3ity in 
tho, policy, u~!Gcrou.o c-"1.d eve:l t1'ccchcl'cus i~l its 1r.i.plic:. tio:!~ , t:hich ia ey-polLi.
dod b:; t!le i.;.:eric:'-" S·i;('~inists. Co:ll':-.de S:l.:".ch".:rrJl, retrcC'.ti.!lG ile1'oro t.he Stcli .. 
r.1dtp 1nci tcncut r.::c::. "lookillG for c1ov1~tic .... s" in his orm e~, of1'ers.r. l"o~ 
"::l& tho suidba; line of the Lc:.~e" \1111c11 -;;ould ~o i. t 1'ollO" .... tl".e Stal.1r.ist~ :\8 

• Co cc.pti:ve on this i'ul1d~nt~ iSsUo. 

7.:0 discussion of tho role of tho :Rod A:..."'lrIY b. tho ~:"D:.ll ila'n)lut10n w:ot truco 
1nto~ccount, e.t the prC5Cl'lt t1no~ d1ploIr..Uc ~nC. Dili t..".ry consid.e~.tiolU> l;hich 

• dict:.to c cert:.in teet in public utt(;r~""''''lce::;. Dut for :.11 1h~.t, the IntGrl1c.t i 0:'1·' 

:'.lists mst spock ill mlc!l ('; -ac.y e.s :lot to co:1fuso c-'lCl r.li.slc:-.d the r-rOlct:-.ri:-:.t but 
to flU-orn it end put it on GU:.rcl. Trotsky, ~:'l.'i tij"lG i~ thcbour£;coi.s .llrcos (The. 
~ n:.G~zir.e t".rticlc repr1:ltc~ in tho 1.lili t:'.:lt of J"·.ly 15. lQ32) vllOl1cd ho'JI t=,· 

) do this ovon ".71 thin the rostl'icSCC: lmi ts or this l:ledilL'ile Cor.t1'ary to S~achtr..?.:l, 
\. 'i:ho counterposos tho "o::-.rch on onr.::y" to the ~ch on tho S:)~ct!f'. ~otL;1..7 
1 . Vl'oto: 

"When -you hc.vo C'.. Llortt'.l. O~lOOY bofore you t n."d ~hO!l r.:-.r 1'10-_-:3 .... '1 t.'l r..cccsoi ty 1'::->1tI., _ _ _ ,_ 
tho logic of tho objoctive si tu=-.ti 011 , i t \1oul~: bo unpC'.rdo~lo 11e;.lttmindec..."'less 

• to Givo t~~t C~~ tioo to e~t~b11s~ ru~d 1'orti1':; hi~ol1', co~clu~o tho naco~~~ 
alli211cos, rpcoi ve tho llOCOSS:-.ry 1;011', r:ork ot!t f'. !>1C!l 01' cO:!Cc:ltric f.lili ta toy 

,~_, nctions-aot only frOr! tho \"lost but fron tho e~'.fit-c.nd thua srG'oIi Ui'to the dilllen- ) . 
, sio:1s ot r. cooss.-u ck..~cr. 

I 

"Hi tlor' s ~hocl: troops ero ~rcc.dy sir..;ir-.3 nll o\"cr GcI;Ir..:1!7 a J'J..".rc:U-nz oCJ',g ag- . 
cinElt tho w:lvicts, cer.l~osod by c. ccr"tc.11! D:)ctor Ii..':'..llS :8Ilc}'\..!K:ra It w.,uld. be im
pruclo:lt to lot t.~o, F-.scl sts dr:ml this Il.""..rtl~ "'.ir. If t.;K:z are d~1;~n:!1~..!.~~ 
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1 t, lot then si:V; i t o"i:~cc:'.to". (our et::lllr.1Gts). 

!otr.oon this estir~to ot "tho :problcr-, 'ti~lich t:r~e~ its tle:'llinc cloC.l" oven th:rouo!l 
tho £C1'0011 of tho c~,i t::J.ist· ~.ross Cl:d t11.0 o~tir ... "\to ot cc:;:,~d.o Shc.oht,:-::;.: •• \T::~ 't-;o.'1 
~th 0.11 1I:!l0 t':'o.n!:O:l!l t:~t :4.a !,oD.:lj,1)lo 1~ n ,,"OO\l,;'olCll"U :o~ ~,1.~O:'"11r-.J. O!~'culr.· .. ::.c~ 
b 'tho L;:-.C'J.o. ~hQ~Q 10 C1 \l;t.do c.bY:li:!" ~ho lie O~"1 do 110 o\:ho:'l1 '\i~t-.ll ~e<,;c:':Q.·1c:, .. \l.y 
rejoot tl10 ~;holQ lJl'OSont:-."t1cn or. ~ho quostion by coor:.:!o ShC'.qht!:l:'.n. ~..lO 1)ror:c:1~ 
-resolution is sub::::1 tted troD "lih1a poi~t of V10~7-:'S 0. st:.tor.:ont of pol.icY d1t'4 
toront trOD tho.t oxpound.od by coorc.Cl.o Slla.ohtt:;:.n ::r.d tl6~~st 1 t • 

.......... *.*.* 
Tho gross porvorsion of pri:lciplo 1n co::tt'~c'lo S~chtr:c.n' a :":lotion O:".ll bo fully 
understood 0:11y in 11;s scttine; in tho !lroscnt il:tor:.r.l crieis of ~liho lcc.~..to. 
-C~do Sho.chtr.lo'll is not ~ Ct:-.linist. \70 ~o cO:lvinccd th::-.t ho 1s no l.C5::; host11.e 

to them- policies i~ ce::.er~.l th~ ·.-:e ere t :,.nd th:'.t ho h:-.s :10 D01'0 i:1.1;O::".;io11 of 
cp.pitult'otin:; to thea th~;, :;0 h:.vo. It ho retroc.ts before thC:l i~ t!lis :p:u-ticmln.c 
1:>sud, t'..:."1d e~pounds ~ positicn th.. ... t is ne~c..r to -;hoir ~tc.:ld!)oillt thM to our~--· 
r.lld t~t is il1dubit~bly tllO c~~e in tha ::;lne:;l.c quefJ"tioll ~.t 1s~-uc--i t is ·the rea. 
GUlt pric".l'lly of t~lC ll'!.c!efc.aGiblo C'.!ld hopole::;s :?osition ho h~s t:~cn in tho in
tornr~ taction st~Gsle • 

ccbcrldll,3 0:1 ~ tiGht ~.Gdnst the ~JC wi thc-ut ~_i'" "poli tic:'..l differo:.;.ces" ~ or .. 
gtl.Olizins ~ i'~ction \;i th.:lUt Co 1'011 tic:U. pl::.tto;;,'n ho inevl tc..bly c~tl~.c.l'ed ~rcuad 
hiDsolt c.ll theso elcrlo:lt:: 1:1 tho Lc:::.guo ;7hc ~.re ill cc:1i'liot ~.{i tIl tho Irc. L .... 
this lL"1pr1:1cil)lc.ci. f~c"'.;io:1. struGglo com:.uo Sj~:-.cl1tr.lC;l ;:>.t".;r:.cteu r.:1U bcc::-.. ·~o t~o 
r.-lly1:1G cO:ltcr to:!" tl.c CO:lj;u::;eG., ];011 ticr.lly b::'.C;:'i,-::'..l·d ::...:1:1 c~.:;u::>.l el.;:.;:.e::to, tor 
tholio ,;ho re::;1st ~ or':;~ll~~tio~.l rcs·;;;l'{'.i:lt :'.!'.c. c:.i::;ci~li::1e, ~::l ~::;o t~OI:iC 

elooo:lts -::ho he-yc ~lot ca:lp1etol:i bl"o!~e~ thuir iC:0010C;icc.l bC:1CS with St:-.li!:i::':l, 
who :'.1"0 bpre::;scc:. by tho r.gi to.tiOll of the S·~::-.li.uGt burc::,ucl':."'.ts, ~<l tr:"'.!lrir:i t 
in one tom or ~~ot!:er. their ic:.o.."'.8 Cl1.d thfl1r al:'.llC.er il'.:~o t~;,o Lc:'.::;..to. 

Thoso l~ttcr elc!-:!c:~t::;, ~·;~10 reGister tho prOI:iSU1"O of tho St~~i~iot :?gi·~:ltion i -_ 
r.gr.i:1st us outsic:.o the :r .. c:'.G" .... o ·"Y tho vo1u::c ~lld intc~s1 ty or tl1oil' u.:l~ri.!lQ<l 
GGl t::.t10:1 :-.c::-..i:lst t~o l~C i~::;i~o the Lc~·uc--r'.:; 0. so1roO':'T::".11:1 rocor<.:s (;;~-:tl1qU:'.!-:O 
8h~ck&--:'.l'e be~i::::il1G to O:Acrt :-':1 i~lCl'e::-..:;1!1t:; i:!tlue::co 0:: "tho !'olic:i of tho 3:;'j.cr,t· 

J:l..".l1 1'('.0-&1011 1~ ccr.~l'e!.lc(~ br tho' logic 0-£ i t:; po~l t10n "to yiele. :':lOro ~,:;,G. =oro t . 
. ( .. _. those dubioUG poli ticc:.l elo!':!ell'~S .,1. tllin it \'/jlO l'o:.l.ly dis:-'::;l'oe ',.'i t11 tl'lO 1!C 0:1 

.. !.~re th::'J1 one; <luestio~!. a::1Qnc theso tho olC1:~ents 'iho differ .. ,,! tIl uo i!1. th.o c.i:-ec-
· .tton of St:-.li:l1srl C.l"e n:-.tur::-..lly tho r;:os"i:: ~sro:.;si ve, becC;.uoo bc:hi::g thc."'l ~c:. 
their r .. -.J.f-tho~ll;ht-out :!..'1C llclf-spo!cer.. ide~s io t!1o ·,:!!liGht ~::l:! pre::;sure of tho 
St~1~us·t C~:1p_~.ig:l. '1'::e1r ini'l1.!cm,co 011 tho polic~ of the S:l.~cht:J.::Jl fo.ction 1~ 
roco~ce:. in t!lC !ireso~t 1nst~:;'lCC-::-":ld not tor ·i;llo t1::.'st tine. 

: - .k. porsllitenco rli th tho pl'escnt ll:lpr1:1ciplod t:>.ction cO:lbi:1.<1.tion ccJ'l..;.ot f~ll to 
brll1b 1'urthol' C!.ivcrGo:;,ccs :'.:.1C: sh.:-.rr:e:.' co::1'licts ·Jith the HC C'J:c1 ~.ll thoso in tho 
Lc:-.guo r.l:o :-.ro tim 111 theirco!l"\"'ictie:ls c..i.d united on thc 0::-..:;1::; of then. ':':10 
SlmohtDCll t~CtiO:l bC.':;:-.Jl--::-':lC: sUll rc.:~ins--~·;i·~:l;)ut ~. scp~ratu !>l~.-;rc,I"Z'.1. On t!l.i:. 
b::-..sis it 1s is in::,Jossiblcto ccnti~ue tor :".ny lC:1f.;th of ti::!o, eLic:. ti~is f=-,ct is 
evidently beconi::.:; cle~.r to tile l.c~.del's of tho t::-..ct1on.. Thcy ~'O bcC;i=.!:1:lC to 
look for "d1rfol'e'1CeS", to ej:c.GBel'~to thco. t:.:'lc! to !r,llui'~.cti.i.rc th~~l ':lil.el·o t!loy r.o
not exist. The oX'J?crinollt ;r., i til l'eG;:-.rc'l to tl10 :;?l'CSCl'lt Di tuCo 1;io11 1:1 (;or:.!"~",,_r.y n.ic! 
t.~o quostion ot t:.o ro10 ot the Rce. J~" is n shoc!dn~; rovel.-.ticll of the d:-.::.:;ers 
t.1U.ch bestro'.: this p.:-.th. It a;1v:cs tho conrc.d.('.~ ';/!:.O h:.vo been sUI,!,ortin,-:; t:1C U:l'~ 

· principlec:. struGGlo ~r.i!l.St the ~:C--::".s i:ol1 ~:J the 1c:?aol'--c..."1 occ~,:Jio:l to :!~,U&o 
· r.:ld refloct on 1 ts 10(;io ~ i t 1~e'Vl t=.ble co:.soCluo:!ces, c..-.d to tw.':l b::-..cl: 1:1. C:i.:.o 
t1co. 
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. (Article 7i'!'ittcn for l)ublicr.tion in the llilita."t. SUb .. :l1tted to 1:& meet1n¢ Oll. 
Fe~I'"u.c.ry 24th) 

OUr references, i!1 speeches on the Cer~a crisis, to the internetionlll role :.nd 
duty of ti!c Red ~::!.y heve c:111OO. forth 3.. furious ar;itc.tion o.nd i::citc.~c!'lt a .• 
e;ain~t us b:r tl:e Stlllini::t bu .... c:lUcrats~ I:1 tl:e r:-ress c.."lG. OIl the plotforn:. they 
are accusin:; the Left O:;;:positicn of "rrovocatio~" to pr.ecipitate a uar cg:..in:it 
the Soviet Union. l::.d ~-;i th this m011:.trous slander :1S :l coverinG forr.J.llo t!lCY 
are turni!lg tho intern.c.ticnciist concer:ts uI:side dom:, disoricntir,s the co~-·
nist .. orkers, drU6Ging them \11 th murderous d.oses of nc.tional-socio.list T:'oison 
and clOSing t~1eir eyes to one of the most important c.nd decisive c.sl'ects of D. 

Fa~cist Victory in Gcrn~~y. It is high time for on elucialltion of this queD
tion in the colUT.".:ls of the ~.ii11 t:J11t, for it is precisely the function of the 
internationclists to tell tee tl~th ~lld concec.l nothing. 

The Stc.1inist derr.c.GoGY around this question is in estience a C:1p:.tulc.tion be-, 
fore beurGeois :p'.lblic opinio:1. The Left Oppcsi tio:'l has the duty, not to re··· 
treat before this dc~c.sogJ but to ~robe it to trle botto~ ::nd revccl its trea
cherous inplic::tions. It is not the danger of provokinG Co r::::.r on the Soviet 
Union that mght be cxuided. It is the donGcr that the Soviet Union o.nd the 
uorld's fforking class 'kill be tc.keil ur.c."Qres .:l.""!o. f:li I of the nGCC!SRaTY prc'p2.1·~-
tion in a war th~t is i~evitc.ble if Fesci~ tri~~~hs in Ger.many. Tr~t is the 

danger. That is the c1..'ux of the quest1011 • 

. It is hardly neccss~=7 to deny that the Left O:p:~osi tion is deI:".n:xli~ that the 
Red ~\:cr:r; "I:C.rch to Gcr.::cnj·" c.t t..'le pr:Jscnt tiI'10 ~~ci. ~~c.cr the prcseI"~t cO:ldi
tions. For us it is selr-evide~t that the Ce:~l ~erking cless will ~rg~""!ize 
end condl;.ct its o~m strl;.;~le for pe\;er.?!lo.t is ,;hy -:'hc ~eft O1'posi tio!! CO:1-

centrates its csitc.tion o~ the d~~~~ for 0. united front ~~d 0. 1'r03rc..~ of ac
tion to s~sh Fc.sciz~ ~"ld clear the roc.o. for So~iets in G~roc.r.y. But in thi~ 
life end dc::th stn,::;clc, i:-hich mIl not be settled in c. d:-.y, the Gcrr:c..:. bour
geoisie: uill sec!: enG. recei va the su1':?ort of i::t er:l:ltioru::.l c~p i t:.l-~.orc':' J 1'i
ncnc ic1 , ~"e, if ~eCCZEc.ry, ~ilitc.ry. Ttc Ge~c.:l i~rking closs lill also seck 
o.nd DUst receiyc in".:crnc.ti~r:~ support 1::1 no less dCGree. 'lo exclude the Red 
Army frot! J::::.rtici:!?etion i:1 this Gr:1'ldiose 7torlC'. struGf;le 0:1 the :::1d.e of the 
Gcrnr.n· ;,-or!{in; Clc.Ds on the ground of "protectins tho interests of tho Soviet 
Union" is to lce7e the ground ef inter~.tion:llisr.., to bind oneself in ~dvcnco 
to tl'.c :~ti'::-l~"'.l bom::!tl!T linoc ect=.hlishcd by ~:!;,c bourGeoisie uhich in cr.lcl.al 
mocents arc not in the 1ec.st bi::ldir..g on thon, 0l1d in the i'in:ll :l.mllysi~ to en-
dCI!Bcr tho ~i:;t~ncc of.t!le SO";ict U:.lio!l 1tcclf. . .• . . 
A-Fascist victory o.ndeensolidc.tion in Germcny l!lCC,."'lS o.n inevitc.ble mu' on the 
Soviet Union. l~ victorious Gcr~n Fcscicn, r:hich has crushed thc :;orl~il!g class _ .. 
tlt-·hone and onnihilc.ted i tsorsc.ni~atiolls r:o'tld beco~e the spc:tl'he41d of a "l:orld - _.
atto.c}: 0::1 t~e Soviet Union on 0. scc.lc fer surrcssir.g the previous intm'vcntion!..· 
This ~o.r uould be c.cco::l!":!.!li cd by 0. ...-:orld ~7ide :·:~ye of :L'e::ction r.gr.inst the 
l.c.bor movemant everyr:hcre. SUch ~ T:c.r I hended by Ge:r1:mn Fascis:.:l: Co.n!lot be U!l-' 
dertaken nO~7 b ecc.us.:; Ge:·r."'..!l!'"1 F:!.DCi so is not lrct voctorious; 1 t has not consoli-· 
dc.ted its r,oTler nnd. cstcblished the cconocic :.!ld r'll i t:'.lj- jesis for such c.n . 

) 

un.dort~dna;! flh:lt st~c!s in the uay is--t~c Gcrnc...'l \iorking clenn, still r0'£er··:: _____ ._. __ 
~, still undefec.tcd,. The cttempt of F::sci sn to crush the G01'::lCn \forking 

. ol:-~s is a nocess~.ry prolir.linnry; looked. ot correctly, it is a.lrCo.",y the bog,.::! .. ~· -
~§. ot the .. ar. Cor.. the :Red ;.:rrny rern~in pc.ssi"lo :l."'lJ indifferent to tho ouJ

.;_ J-. 
COLlO of· this stl'ubSle on CC1'r.:.:m soi1? C:m it· hosi tc.te for c. nor.lont, ill Co.so 
of noed, to thror.- its \icizht into the sc:D.o befero t..'le Fnsci~::.tion cf rr':)rJl'~y 
is completed and the "tlc.l'ch on i;1osco-;-;t' for!:l<."lli "beGins? Tho. t is tho question 



, 

/' -.. 
~D. --~ --!. ---. -t:h1cb ne ho.vo. r·~ci3ed in our spoeches. ond \:-hich ovoked tho rc.bid. ccmpclgn or 

th~ Stolini5tS·t:.6~St us. 

". . 11ojlSG do not o.n:;":70r this tr.l8et1on m.tn c.c!mo~iledi!orolonta ot intornc.ticno.l1ao 
~ . ( n 1'2:'1:101:>10" <".::.;. "in C--C:H):OQ!.". Z~O ~~Ql~t':l.r1n., t:C\s b\l.rJ.o~ 1~to tl~o tl.oec!y 

.-40 ~ ot tha worl~ ':'leu" 1::. l.vl~ 1:1:1 r. oo~lQ ,·r!:.o "h~.C. ha 0'0: j OQ "::1. orA" ~o :!.::,,';o~o.~:LC1=''' 
eliso "in l'r!.::.~i~l.c". ~:.a ~"J.c,t 1o!1. 0:: 1r .. ~ er::'le.,.i p:-.c.l;!.t1~ nc;,;, e.G o::l".cn, h;.;o 0. . 
• .,:1o;U1".g 1:1 t3:"l""...:J of ~!:.o concro"';e. 'L1C) foo:l.l: I-oillt of tr.C) i~~er:lc.t10'-c.l. citu,,! 
c.t1on c.t the I=ro~~:lt t1:::a ia Go:-:::c.r.7. Ou::! 1ntern!l.t10:-J;.l1e~l· t::.i tho inter- . 
aQt1o~clis~ of t~a prolo~~ic.t in OVQ~y cour.try. includi=s tr.e Soviot t~on 
and tho Red A=my, is put to ~ho test the~o. Hero tho ~r1noi~le linos cust bo 
oloo.:.-ly r::":--kod c-~t c.:ld. t!lo !'u:::'~::''''lonto.l q).lestion given c. llro01013 C!lS~·/or.. cui
S'o1'oronoe 01' cQ'.U:'se, doos not :1oc.J,. ':lith -:..'18 00::113nt ano. thQ r.c.';'.ll'U 01: en 1n-;or." 
'Vention by the ned. ./..r!':I:'J on t~e sida of tho l70rlting clc.ss. S-:.ch Cluestlons 
nnturolly belong to tho a.ocnin of politiccl end Iti11t::.ry str:l.'tcGY' \7hic.'1·1n 
turn do;ends en :::..:l estima.tio:l of the conditions, the relo.tio:l ot forces, the 
teL'l!>O of c.ovcl0F-le:1t; etc. As propc.gcndistsf our concern nc~ relates to the 
:tunic.mcnt:::.l.qucs-tior.. of :lttitudo and !~ot to the actions of the mooent. 

-. -_c.And here, roc· af!:'irm our conviction--not "in. gener:u", if you plecse, but in 
direct COl!nectlcn .ri t!l tho ~ivil \1:lr in Gcr=:o:.ny--thc.t"tho Rcd i:ny is not ~nl'y 
tho Red )..rr.:y. :It is the CI"n of the prolet~rial'l uorld re70l'.lo:ion". So it uc.s 
coneei "led by its four.d.crs and o:-gc.::lizers. So 1 t \:o.s u.-:.dersto.:-.:! by the -;;,or~:cr:; 

of the entire ~-.-c=ld cnd by its 0·"'':1 soldiers under t.lJ.e Le:li~ tc:::.chi~. Ber(.lrC 
the Red J_rrJ.y ever existed. in rec.li ty, before there 'ic.s c:.y "soci:llism irl one 
country" or eny t::.l~ about it, Lenin elucido:tcd tl1C interl::ltior~ist role of 

•. 4 ... 

Q pro1etc.rlct (~d its 2..."""r:l:r) 'r.1hich ';!ould triuI!jth in "scvorc.l or even L"l Ol:ly 
one indivlduc.l capit::U.ist countrJ ." 

,,~o. victol'iouo I:rolet:::.rict of tlm t cou!"ltry (';-;rote Le::'in in 1915) having e:c
proprlc.ted. the ccpitt'~ists t'..~d org:l."lized. socioJ.ist r,roducticn, 'l(ould ".:e up in. 
~ agcinst tho rost of tho cc.pit61ist ~orla, c.ttrcictir~ cpp=esscd cl~s5cs 
or the othel' co ..... "tries to its side, cc.usi::!g i~s'J.rrcctio!l in -:~·:lSC cO\.L~tries 

.. ogc.i:lst the cc.pi "';:.lists tL"ld ~cti:1g i:1 c~ze of !leod even 'n 1;r.. :tilit~y ;·o·,icr 
.. ogcdnst tho exploi ~i:;.g cl:-.s:;;cs C-"ld. thei::." go'·er!~c!lts". l-.:r.o. it is lc:07,"r.. th:::.t 

I Lollin .~as not ~:::.lki!lB idly I Co."ld still less uc.s he "!?l"':>voi:ill£,;" the c:lpi tc.lists 
I to· make -;:n.r c.g:!!.~st the prolctc.ric.n country. £01' o;le thir~ ;:~ klle-.1 tha.t the 
. C:lpitalist gO'·c:':1:le::ts needed no Slch provoc:::.tiol! but o:uy t~c c:'.pc.ci ty to 
·~e good t:i th "';neir r:er. Ho ~,-ns spec.ki1:S cc.L"lly ':"'1.d. delioe:-ately of :ih:::~t c. 
victorious J:ro!cta:-i~t in 0. single countrY' should =::1d nllst do "in. c:::.::e of :lc-ed' 
In·pclc.nd, in .1920 C1~d in G;·.orbio. the LC:U!l doct:-illC l:iid. c.:nr...: i:1 1915 hac:. :? 

11teru fulfi11=:c!1t-thc l:::.ttersuccessi'ully c.."d the for:-.:cr ~!:s"~tcccssr'.lll:r~ 
-But !'ron the expcrio::ce ill each c:::.se, Lo. 'i:!, t'.!ld all the :.~-tr::dsts .Jti t:l hir.l, 
Clrcm eone1usio::.s o:'.ly of a prc.cticc.l ci"lo.racter relc.ti!1g to tl:e si tu~tio!!, tl.e 

. time, the ~lc.co ~ c...-:d the "need". The de::!Cg~gy or tho bOllrG~cisie .:...-:d th0ir 
-social dc!:Ocr~tic lackeys about "rod imperialism" ini'luc::ccd ::i3 strc.tce:;y !!ot 
nt all end his ~r1~ciplc consider~tions still less. 

Z1:!oviev. Chci:.-m:l of t!10 Co..'1'intcrn, scid in 1919 in a s~ec::r. to 3,CCC raili
to.ry. OAllerts 01' the Petrogrc.d. Di::;trict at th.e Uritzky Po.lace: 

~Mil1tary rnCD of ton object, 'but if the 'i.'ar is coning to an e:1.d non, \ihc.t,;il1 
they do ..-r1th \:s1' ••• ?'irst, we I;lUst libcrc.tc, not only I\'.lsr.i:l, but elso, to
gether 'i1i th tt:o "::orker::. ::md pe~::.c.nts, the ·.-:hole uorld too~ ?he inter:l~t!o:cl 
Red Army -;;111 grc1;. Olll' Red officers Co:lG. for.::cr orn ccrs 0:' l.::mS st:-no.i:-.g ";;ill 
c.ehoivc the gre:::.t hO:lor of su:t:porting in their ztrt:.G~le n.:-t o:-~y the Hu!:;,ix: 
\1orkers and r-cc.s~·ns, but elso tho \-;ol'kcrs ~l1d 1'ea::;~1~s of ::':-::."co, Gor1t'.ar..y CJ~d 
tho other cou..-:tries. (::.p:y1::.use) 
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"';bere e~l\ bo no Gl'eo.tcr- honor then thisl Is llOt tho boursoo1s1e ot :trcncD _. __ 
c,r.d F.nglfli-.1 ~Q:l:t::nJ its sOons tn Tar.an~o~ N~votehel·ka~:;k. Odessa. to trajn, thQ- .- ---- -

_ Jt;t~II!M ben"." tOT' t~.J .. t.N6I5l& ~.-J Tl,.t tr..e tlClT'itet''' ruA r-ea6t'J'\1.;'·,. \l"lth 1'Q.~ 
6':'''''''' .. .t- :t'i·Sht ~10 s::a:u. flAru' Ot.:> tfillil-t Jr.t:r. to ahow 't!lc" 7:0:1.:oh ~~d Zl\:i!:'.~'l\ ~~ 
keT:3 hOTt to o::.'ga:l!. 1;9 t::.e l~'3d ~".:::'::':J. O"le.r~~~O\T .'10 .-ule ot t.~o 'bC)u.r.~~o1 gi.o I. 

. (' t-
-. 

"- - I 

ta.itt' tho power iuto tho ha..'ld~ ot "tAo lJcoplo" " • 

It O'lY bo cbj octot!.: !c 1 t noce~~ary "to tclk Ilbcut this J. B C quostion ot tho 
!ntcrnaticn~ role of t~e R~~ A:tJY? IJn't t~is u~d~~stQo~ cy ~ver7body: and' 
is it not best to keep quie~ ·so III r.ot t:> o.l.nm t"le cIa!;s e:l.e:.:y"? Yes Iii is 
nCJ33D~.lry to speak because, m:.i"ortur..ataly! in t.lteso daY:1 ci: tho Stalilu3t ic
G£onoratio::l there is a :ack or ;lr.del"st:mdinG a~d t'loro tha!l t~~t, ~ha:,o is t.. . 
mddling and disto~io!l o! the question .... hic~ 1'~:::-oce.O:l great e .... il to tho e_au~.Q_ - ___ -
of the 1ntor~~tio~nl proletari~t. Tho 7ery t~ct that tho S~ali~ist tura~~-
crats inc! to O(;;J.i!"Lst us for CT..lr re1'oro:ilco to tha inter!:.o.tio::l:J.l rol\J of tho __ 
Red A:rJ:il/ in the Gerr.o..'"l e,onts, ccnceo.lfl di.th1n it tho nost treacherous iLlr-l1-_ 
cations. The dog!:O. ot soc lalis.."l la one cou:~tr:,r has -m-c;ht 0. i:oori'ul r..ayoe in 
the brains ot those -::ho stand before the eon:uniflt Jirolotari~t in tho ca~o.ei-· 
ty of offici~ leaders. 

ticks, forexm1l1e. sr.1d ot thc ~oro: ::ICetl!lg thc.t "the :ted JJT:lY is intorn~
tionru. ill t~c sense tll~t tho -:7ork~rs of the other cou:ltries will join it. Tho 
Gorm!l \70rkcrs \;111 J;':.P.~o· t.i.eir o~m rO':olution c.nd or~:l::li:::o t:leir 07.--:1. RoJ. il,l-rv .... _~·_ .. 
This -hc.l.f.·truth cont'l:!.~ a troc.chorous Ee, foZ' it e\"o.des, S:ld. thereby r.nsr:ors . 
iJLthe negati"/o, the ~uest1o~ of -::!lother mo cxi::;ti.~ Red .t..:r::":;' ,;1l1holp tho_-':' ,; _ --,,_~ '. 
Germn..'l Viorkors to no.l:.) their o:-;n rc701ution "in. cc.~e 01' nocdtt

• Tl1is is tho' 
theorJ of ncutr::lli t:,r tOYlllr~ t!le ~ivil \:ar of tho cksses in Gc.r=:lY, of eap!.-
!,.1l.at1on to bo ..... rGoois opinion. If' the R\lssic.:l !Jro~ctllrillt is :lot to intor~-- '1 
vene, in its Clln -~Oj a::.d 'Ii th its om::. ll1OC.:llS, thc:l ,;hy should \7e in k":1or1~IlL- -- -- .' -
"1."ltervenc", CoS .. 0 :n-o doing no-:: in our cr.:"n r:c.y o..'ld "i tIl. cur O\nl r~o.:!~? In .-------
this connection "it in :lot ... i t.i.out sigl''l.ificX1ce tllllt 1:11e first i7.ooti:--G0 of the __ 
Perty on the Go~o.n c:'isis -=.Jre held tl::'ec .. ec!es ~fter tho o.P!vintncnt of' 
Hitlor and only t."len c.rter the Left O:Pf~5i ticn hud f;ha..1co!'l the oolc F-o.rty r.i. th 
its com::;;c.isn Co.l'ld drive:l the r;::uli~-::;tricke:l buroc.ucrots i:lto o.cticn. 

Yes, 1 t· is necos::o.ry for the Lett Op;os ition to spoa..'!t opellY o.bo·jt this 1l!lC.·· . -

every otl:ar problem 01' the Ger::lQ;n ch:-il -::ur, giv1!"'.{; oo.ch ona its ~ro~cr--place:-
end f:~he.sls o.t the I:C!:lC:lt but conco:::.ling ~::.d sof-:-r-cd.nlling on ::lono •. 1":10 _ 

Lort O~posi tion is a sr;~ll fo.etian. c.r:ed ";7i t.i. t;:''32.t idc:::s r:hich h::.ve been . ~- . 
tested o.nd cOI!firned in r:orld events. It can gr01T end eX!)=.r..d in n1.1.I!loero m:.d 

.influence o.u.y by be!'i:-~ truo to itself, fec.ri:lg no i::.ci tenant 2.:1'::' telling ~le 
'Whole truth to tho Co::..r.:u!1ist ~'lor!;:ers c.bou"t oach a:"1.d every ~uestion~ Our ciS-' 
sion is to l:eep ~l\e t!:e -doctrine! d spirit or inte!'ll~tion~lisrJ. Th:lt C2.!!·· 

no~ be dO:lc fully c.nd conplctely uithout cluc:.ida'til~S tile ~uostiOll of the 
Rod Arirq end the G-e~c'" re"-olutiori. • 

-1OlJCS P. Connon 
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ST.~~.\'t' CN~:':1.r .. DIS?u-:'S C'T.:? 1'PE RED A.:l!.~ .... tID TEE G:ml~·r S!TJi.TICN -- ~ - _ .. - .. - - ~- - - - .... - - - - - - - - - ---- _. -- - - - - -
'the !nI)tion by cC:!:l.""ade ('a!u".on on "The ReJ ~. and i:h'! G'3r~'Ul Revolut1o:l." de

.~'-lI8nds 8!1 ur.!I.I.l'IJ!.guC'US :!..1']·d blur.t l'cply. Thc 7:'!l'Jle d1s:utc 1:3 p~,.'e:::e:lt~ by c..i.m 
, ina del1bcr-ate!.y ti.l.~i1"1cd light, and en ol;)jecU-,e disCilss,:on of it ,is re~JE

J.essly perverted fllr the fsc ·~ior.al e!l:is of lli!j troup. '1'h1s 1 s not the fir3t 
timo COlmon has prectifi~:' this method in O'.ll' intCI':J.al diGllutesj this ti:n6, ho..-:
ever·, he has ~cel3ded all ;possibly legi tin:ate bow~u~r~e,s. 

SOMe ji'r,cM 
~ original motio~ on th~·(f;estiOn~is characte~izcd as if it wero forced upon 

, ,1118 by semi-ate-linist elC!!:er.ts in t~le-Lea~;lte (,;no are the-I?) for the purpo£.e of 
·manuta~turln3~ ~olitica1 diff~r~ncc3 ~ith the N~tio:~l Co~~toc majority, 
Exactly the contrary is the case. So t:lat the ~ecise !lCture of the dicpute, 
and tho ral'.ner in :;ilich it arose, rJay bc known, it is necesso.~y to estai.;,lish 
the tollotlir.g tacts: 

'At, our first meeting on the Genan situation in the Stuyvese:lt Cao1noi 'eom:Mde 
Cannon in his s;eech raifJed tnc slog:ln of !JObilizl:'.f; the Red J.r:r.ytoillter-ume 
'in GslT.tlny. This is not a "Stalinis~ lie" f but a si1:111e stuter.:en'; of f_ct. 
'''Hitler's knife is poised. o· .. e:: the bod;1 of the GC:'I:"D..n 1l1'0le1;ariat"--I '::'i.:.ote 
directly 1'l'om Cannon' s :lpeech--"~he Red J..:r:rv r-'.tst sbhot the k'ufe cut 01' the 
lInnds of Fa3c s im." This \:.lS no mere rhetoric:::.l i"lourisl'!.. EVlJryone in t~_le 
audience unie:'stocd it in jus t that SCi1SC~ The :!1l.!T.crous quostio:..:s t:,a~ were 
asked fro!:1 the tloor, or~lj' a!ld in ,-i tir.g 1 ZhO'NC(! t::at this is hov: e\"orybody 
understood Cannon's slogan. !lor w.Cl Ca~mO::l seal, t;) recHfy ~!l)' "!.!isu:ltLel'
standing" ':7hcn tiorkcrs ia t~e ~udience protestod. Cf:,o. ~i:st t1.e dCl1l!Ulci. to sc:!d 
tho Red _.r.n.y into Gc!'!:"ll:lY Ul1.del' :pre::f!~t circur.:..r.t:.lr.ce:jr-- Sil:lChtll'.,:m:, i,!l replying 
'to the q11CSt10::ls frO:1 the floor. '::ilS OJv:',o'J.slyun.J.o1c to se::~roto hiase1!' o:t:-.E:y tro:l Cannon's i'0si tien, <ll::.CL con3cqilcr.tly coni'ined ::'ifJ rc:.:::.rks ton:: ex
planat:!.c~l ot t~e f1:"i~ci~!cd Cr)~n:i..st ?osi ti.on <m th.a inbrr..:lti:ma1 role of the 
Red !~r,~, illustratlr~ our =tn~j by r~f3re~ce to tr~ cve~~3 in Pol~~d in_l920 
and 1n Georgi~ in l~~l. Un!'CJ~tu!lQ.tely the dc.:-..clgc bad ciroacly bO:lr~ done Il:-:i it 
tilLS obvious 'that the r.orkers present did not perceive Co di:;ti~"!.ction botl'le:ln 
tho tuo presentatio~3. 

I Had-tho matter rested t!leTe, i t ~ould h'!ve renc.i:lcd o.n in':lide:lt ::i. ti1oU"~ ouch 
zc.pcrcussio.?].. ! did not take up the mt'i;cr oi'l'icio.1l3', cl.thOtl€;h tJ:i...y !:UI!:.ber of 
_our Lcague r.!c:::bers request cC the. t I bril:g Ul) tl:e (t\lestion in the .i;at i.ul~,l COr:!.-
IIl1.ttee. 'J..t the Gcrl!!l::l !!loatin,; in Brooklyn, h~r:ever, C::mnon rc~c=t'tcd tho ~~..r;lC 
talse Slog~l i~ some,:,ha t different ter::JS, but no less uz=nistakc.ble in ~;ur:~.Clrt. 

-'1!lo impression i!:lJ.ediCltely It.=.d.e tlle rounds of the COI'!T.ll.tnlst ar.d.f!Y!!l~Qthiz!.-6 
VOJ"kers tho.t this ~s ti.le -lic~1!,'oint of t1:e Left Oppoo1tioll. ,:ick.s (r.i th \71;.oso 
110.1: I '.1111 deal. turtl:cr on), 0. t the Bronx mcetLJg cZ;:lci ted this irres!=o!'.s-_ 
Iblo blunder of Can .. "lOI:.. to thc nP.xi!::1.l."7l, seclcir~ t:> r;ilip t1P eo l~"!1chil1G s;:ir: t 

_acainst the OPPositionists prose!lt, ~hose orGur~nts for the i.:.I:..itsd fro~t pol
tey he 1'oune. it iopossib1c to r.-.cet. ~~n3 the (3ot:::ru.niat ~-:or::crs--both :::.o.:gst 

.. ,~oUor:ors ot the St':llin f<lction Q.!".!l the ~;::i:i::-::·~~1ctm:m£Loves to!lC ft'..c t!-O:1--
'_-.!ho dl~cussion ot our vie~cLlt (in :;CtT Yor!~, of course) im:l.cdia:tely tur:Jcd 

cay tron ol.;r I!l!lin st~ndr:;oint (un: tell f:!.'on'\;) to to discussion of the slogan 
,at.od by Cannon, on r;h!.c:" SCOl'C our o!,pone:lts nc.turall;r took the offe::lSi ve. 

~ jit'thus beca:&lQ imperati'7e th:lt the !:'Attcr be brollsht u~ fCirroll? i~ the Uo.t-
.. .... - lcmoJ. Commi tt~. Far fro:::! :r."~':>i~ :;cekii~"; to !::iko a fact.ional i .. zue of the 

Inttcr I vas concerned ~;, th ;lle Lc~,;uc :-.rJi its lec.dins represcnt! .. ti ves ado~ti!'.g 
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a correet ~osi tic: !:?- t~0'-tt...!E:'2-';~Ii...:Q.~C:J._cEt_~~:l_~~bJeet '!or fe.et1or.al di~-. 
~ute. It was in tr.is s;i:-i 't U~i; I di~c1.lssccl -;he mL;;";er :lot onl.7 '.'ii til CO=:l- ~~~_ 
rad~s directly associated ':7: th l":..e in the i!lt~rnal LOD{;Ue d.is:;ute, but m. th . 
'a number of c CIUades .. ho arc not a=.socia'ted nth. either of the t'ac"'ion&. 
It 1s a de!:Onstrable 'fact tc~t I ";',Tote r:J.yori1;i::al. 4lOtion after consultat-
ion t1ith tho latter; it ',-;8os they ur..o sUi;:;estetl tllc.-: I 'o7I'ite'ti:e cotion in 
tha t I:lB.!l.Tler, ui thout r.'..a.;~i:l~ 0. cri ticic of Ca!l:.o!l, ui thout even Dent or.i!lG 
his r.a.I:le, ui thout referri!lS d.irectly to the tulSS t:!eetings or the tact that 
Carmon raised the sl~6a.'"l in the l:C.!l.'"ler t".cntio!le:' above. I reedUy agreed' 
vi th this sug;estion. By t"..::.in CO!lcern ;;as not ui th an attack u;,:-on Cannon, 
but ui~~ settling the ~uestion correctly and uithout factional biCkering • • 

Cannon's reply to this effort can be read in his docUl!'.ent. When rq mo"t1on-~ 
~as introduced into the Co~it~ee, ~~~n opposed its aGo~tion. Lat~'he 
presentod--not a counte=-wot!O:1, but e.:l article for the lli11 tant, 'filled 
t'!ith BJ:lbiguous i'orrl1l1ations, tieliber:l.te evasions of the only re:al is:.uc 1n
vol ved, a.~ fac tion:J. nt~acks \.1,PO:l !lis or,ponents in the Lea-QUe (JOlyscl1" in 
particula.=) z:ade i.::'1 'the- nO':l custor;:nry fore. of i.~'\Aondo anti i..1si:l'\A~tion. I 
voted against the article ~r.i c;.ow~!'..ded that before '::"'"lY art:'cla O::l tho (11s
putcd ~oint is r-rintcd in th~ of~ici~ or~:l.n o~ ~~e Lc~BUC, the l~tlonal 
Cor.:ll:li ttee should :i rst nd-opt' D.."'l of~icial ~os1 ti O!l-Oll o:;;'o~l te procedure 
being r~,se fro~ bcgi~ir~ to ent. ~he of:icio.l ~o~ition ~rop03e~ by C&nnon 
vas presented b~ hi..-,. at a later ceeUr..; in t~i.C i'O!'!ll of the motion referred 
to above. 

This cotion is not mcant, so to say, tor nNon York consu...""l!!-:io::.n, but CT.clu-
s1 voly for the record ami. for t!',o bra.'"lc::.e:s out~i ~~ of !IIl:7 Ycrlt. For uhile 
there Ls of course no ste!loGra~i'lic rocor.:i., tho ire'l Yor!: co.":r~ci.c--n:ld ti~c 
hundre::s of' ot::cr norl~e:,s i7!10 a ttcl1Ctcd the ross n:ecti.~s--l::ll~:: Ollly too tjel~ 
r.-ha t Ca.'"lr.on really s'lid and. ac!voco:tc-ci. in his f::.~ecc'hcs. 'I'!1ey can and 7/111 . 
desigr.atC3 his "Orcscnt cic.~io.l oi' his 0':' ..... l:l.;~a:.l as no':hin.:; cut a ta!.sehC'od. 
That this denial is ="-dc D.:l!e a barra~e ot firc ego.ir:st ne, uili:wts:ii'::; ~ 
ficc--at lro~t not in Hc',: YOl'!t--to cover up the incontostable :f'Cle~s. 

"In his !Journalist~c (ClhCI:ll) COI::cr.ts 1:l t:1: ?lili to.!lt," ri ta!: ~COlUlO:1, -::ho 
does not ~ke il.."lysort of CO~;le~t 1:1 t!le 1iili t:tnt, "co;.a-e.c!e Z!'lc.cht:nan· h:ls 
not dcvoted a siIl6le i:-ord to' the slClnder of t:1C Stali.:is'i;S, ho.s not o..'"lsuered 
it, has not called it slo.nder." St:lCht~'"l's Illotion, CO:!tiilUCS C::L"lllOn, "18' __ 
not nnailsr:'er to this slan-acr. It is a supple.~e!l.t to it.'" This ··slcmder", 
i. e., the c~rg~ that Ca~'"lon ~dvocated in hi3 speeches the 1~.ed!~ta Red 
Army intervc~ticn in Ge~r.y, ~s f1~st wcde at the Stuy.os~~t Co.sino ~cet
ing, on T.I!J3..':IDklY 5, by i:or'.:~rs r:;rezc~~t "ho clmllc:lgod C~n.'"loa' s ey,;posi tion on 
this point. Co...~!l. did ~ot call it 0. sl:~~er tner., no= did ho t~i~: it ne
cessary to poirlt out to thcse ~orkcrs th::.. t this ':':'.;lS not r~lly his pos1 tion. 
When i'!ick repeated it at the Ero::'-"t ooet i!'..3 1;',';0 f:ecks l.3.~cr, O!l F:=?~Ui ... !iY 19 f 
can."lOn did not cO:lDici.er it a sla:ldcr either. He 'never Ol,,~e f;-0poSc! to co 
or DTlyono else that t!lc Uill Wilt should rc~d.!.ate \ticks' ch\l:"~e as a perver
Sion of our point of vle::.-· Ho ae'1ier O~i.ce pro:):~osed, did llet cyen merltio:1, 

-that he \'iould t,Tito :m:rthin\; iil the '1:111 ta!!.t so that his .::.ctuc.l pBsi tion,,_ 

,( 

-J 

and the actuCll ~o:li tioAl of, tho Il~;er!l,tiorw.l Loi't O1:>posi tion, night be cle~~ _-:-:. 
ly ste.ted. Co.ll1'lcn ~re!:;o::tCld :J.i& ~:-i;icl~ on tho: :\od Arr.:.:{ tor Hill t:l:t ,:ubl1- ~ - _.:, . ~ 
co.tion O:llY at the national Co:zi -;tce r.1oot1~ of ~·z.3..1U.:'~1Y 24, that is, onlZ 
after I h~d i~tro~ci-,~~~2!'"l. ~o):..~cY, "':~!C:l evidently C2.used cocz-.C:o 
C~'"l.non to rcf:~ct o~ ~hc u~~cno.bili~y or his ~revio~s position. 

But instead of ml:in;:; n sW!'lc ack.."lo\71ed.:,cccnt 01;' the C!rro~. he Iiler~ly de>
nies the :;hole thing a.::d. scol:s to:) cover it u, .. i t:l ~ viclent 1':::.ctio!"~l as
sault upon DC. »0 havo al~aja attacko~ tho Stali~ist le~crship tor ito 



, 
.. -

ropusr.ant r.othod ot "solt-ori ticisr.:." tThich consists in c.seribing ~_-othors :_:.. _ 
.:- the mi3t~::es r±l.ich it i tsclt l:ns wt:'cic, or i::l coveriI1G up its oJf:n mistlll::es - -.- --
- b1 bnl~ d~i~s tlu. t they WO!'O m:.dt) or b:r eoncoctj,,~ ":ti.st:,kos" 0::' the ~art 

ot its op;o:1cnt.:3 or cri ties. In thc ?resc:lt dis:;ute, thoro is no dtsti:lg-
. u1shllblc dU'i'cre!lce bot~cc;a tllol n:.ct:lod ::0 ~ttc..ck a:.Q. the method ctl::,l.::yed by 

CO!:ll'ado Car.no!l. 

But -you arc capi tulati:l,3 to the Stal1~ls t pogrom asi tc. tion Clg::!.i'lst the OI>
posi tion? not in the-least. TI10 best ~y to tl·JOt such an C5i. t;.:.tion is "';0-

pr.:scn.t our poai tion cor .... ectly and ~ot tCllsely. so that we !'orcc tho Str.l~ 
. - - in1sts to att::.ck- us- for -zh-at "We reclly Z!clVOC:!tO. T.~1at they do no"'; lil:e to 

do, 1:PCCltlSO it CaJ'..:"10-;: bo (0:10 succcssfullj. T~e a!;,1l!lcnt c.b~ut "ca.pitu----:
llltion"c.nd "rotrcD.t;J 18.sio:::ly flag-... ~vir.g, in Cl d0~go::;ic CI'Ilec.l to senti
mon"!;. ffilo!l Urbahns dcr..:l::.d·::d the Hreturn of tho C!1ir.E?~c F.:.s tern Jc.il\-:ccY" to 

- ~hi<l-'1g Ka.i-Shek, the St:loli~ists l;).ur.cnca a viol::.:.-:.t c>'"J!-::l:: cCl:l:;:.:.ign. c-;ctr.!lt 
-1UrJ and tho t7holc left O:;:>osition.. Thoir cgi~tio!l c.gair:st Urb::h::.s' utt0r-
11 talse -position (lika the lIicksia.n ·agitc.tion Q5ai:1st \W :10:·:) bed a ~ist-
1nctly rc~ctio!'.ZlrY and. N~tio!'.al-!301sne·li~< flayol' in x.."!y re3_:ceta. This 
did :lot pre70at Trotsk",f ll~d. tiC) I. L. o. t:-o~: CO!:.d.::r.U1i:-_3 Urbc::m13 a..'1d eventu
olly bre:.king :!'rorl him. t'o die: ~ot t:!en ;'c~)itula-;c" to t!1e St~li:J.ist :'..31-
ta.t10n, as Urb~~~ accused us ~t t~t tl~et' JL'1d ~o di~ dis- ociateourselves 
1'rO!D. t~lO St:::.linists at -:hc S.J!;].O tino. The re...:l C ;,Ji tulator at -~~!:lt tiuo 

c--~s Urb:'...~ns, ::.:ld his c~pi tul:'..tio~ ~7as in. -:hc dil'€;ctio:l of Korschist ul tril
Leftism. ~7~le:l the :li~~!·l; ::in:; in the F::'ench Ol'!,o~::'t!ou ~i-\S cO!pittu::lti~ to 
tts"c.llics·' in tho Uni tllrj- O~posi tio~, ~otslq did not r-asi t3. te to distin
CUish himsol:f trcn t1'_o fo~,er, even t!1o'l.:e;h: it;:::.::; u:::"er 0. :;-::o.ck by the Stc.l-

-- --1n1sts ('i.-ho attacked it trOI: tho Si;Uli."listf 1. e.; tho falso, 3to.ndpoi~lt)-. 

In the prof-cnt c!lse, the Stalinists ::m'i Lovcstouoites h:.ve lc.u:'lcl!cd :_!"l .. at
tncx upon tho O:;:~osi t ior. in t!le S:!!110 ~7ay: .£..£i£. a. t ~ccl~ u~on Ccr.r.on'::; :?osi t
ion has a. dist:.r.c·~17 r.cti::"QaX::"'!~i'l!ltiOa'"1.1ist c.:1d trc:lcnc::':)us CO~4~0-
tationj thc7 ut:.lize ;:;::.:~on' s f~lse sl';;~n::; i:1. orc.er to cov~r u!) their or:n 
roc-.ctio,i::;y:':;o::.i tic::.. Ca.:l..~on, 0:1 t!!c 0 ';:1cr ?l:l!'.!l, tries to cove:- u~ :'1is 
Oml error c.nci. to m!::e f~tio:1~l c::lpitc.l. cGO!inst us, b~r br:lcl:o~ir.:ti :_~e o.."ld 

I several un-~cd ct:10rs ,:'1 th ·,71c1:s ru--CI. the Stelir.ist :::ogr'Jrl cSi ~;:.tion to 
t--~~uhich I llI!l ';co.J.)it'llE:.tiug". But i~ is ?recis~ly in crG.e::- to ;lI"n our COrl

- - - rades o.gc.inst '::!.~ks c.:'ld Co. that I pr:>pose~ to settle tho qucstio:1 by ~ . 
D'ltion:j cincd -:0 cnd ti:o co:::Usio~ in C:lrwon's present=--t ion. <:...~d. tho -:o:·.se'" 
quont confus~o:: 0:1 tho subject -.. !lich ho h:ls helped to cre~te c.:J.O~ our or:n 
cocrCldes cs ~ell. 

Evon t!1is str:.tagolu mi~l1t be contc::!ptuously :)vcrloo!:eli ';;ere it- i:Ot for the
-tact tmt C.:..:l...'1on's notion on !Jolicy o.oos net Jot rel:e n::.ttcr~ clear. 

What is the disyute ~bo~t? The only ~c~ui!lc pci~t ~t ismlO has ~lrc~~y 
boo:l indic~tcd Cb07C. 'I'oov.lde t~1i<; :;:-i::-;,-Ca.n .. "1.o:-."i'incl3" e. point cf "IJrin
clple" disJutc. ';'s this docs not e~ist, so 11::1.1' :loS I :Ill coacel'ncd, C:!.:m.on 
1s more:ly cro.:.ti;:g str(l".7 no:-:- to kr..oc!: clo::n, is r.lC.rcly rus!1i::lg ... ·iclc::.tl;,-
through o~cr: cloors. Tom:.rd.~ th ... bCGi:l::ir..g of ::is ~:)tio:1, Ca!'_-:C>:l gruCsing-

- ly nckno:;ledges t!1..:t I rcC'd,'1ize thotruly i~torn':'_tior..::l role of t~c Red 
J.;rrr,{, its "d.cfansive" ~s "lioll Co:! ':of;ensivo:' role. I\do it, of course, 
-IIlll'0logoticcll.ly", ":lor,ativcly", lI~cfe::.si701~'''; cox:r=.de cannon, bQl:1S rnre 
ro.dic~l, docs it i'c~:"lessly, positi'I017 :!..L!e. :!..; re3si-!cly. But tOT;".:lrC.s t~e 
end ot his doc~e:lt, cw:-ried D.:lta'J by hos ot::! :lonrist.es, he cr..:.r;;;;es fIle ~-;i ~h 

Q "gross pe!.'version of priuci:916:t. 
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TO ~y mind there7is or~i one ?ervcrslon of ~rinciplo concciv~ble in tr~s 
qucstiqn: the ~ssi~r~~t·of ~ purely dcfcnsiv~ rolo to the Red ArCY. SUch 
a por-{crsion is r.:.ally :pri:,ctised b:,r the Bt~lin:'sts, -::-ho assign to tho ~od 
J,.rrJy, and to e.:: c"o"or i::.cre=.sl~:~ cxt~~lt, to t:-:.e ·o:!;olo Corr.:.unist Ir.tern:lt10n
nlt the role of dcfc~i~~ tho fronticrs of t~c Soviet Ur~on, ~oithcr ~re 
nor lese i this prac Uso flo·.;s fr~ "their i'uncl::.o~::lt:.l t:~oory of socic.lis!:1 in 
one cou::.tr:/. If I share tr.is atand.:;oint "to D. y c.egrce, th~n t~~ere is little 
roo~·inucod loft for ~ in t~o Opposition. Fortun~toly, ~t~ers arc not so 
bad. liv reply to t~1e :.:uestlo!ls !'reo. t:'e floor at tho Stuy-;os;:~."·l.t Cesino 
I!loetlr.g ;;;:ts heClrd by :verybodYi I sl=oko at len;;th ~n the l'undCr.lent:.l prin
cl~les in-volvce. in the ?olis:1 offensivo a!ld in the P.eo. _~:rr.Y'r; =..etiolities in. 
tho Goorgian r0701ution. Co"'·'%!!!de Co.nno:l's e:r.:posi tio!ls do not "con7inco" DO 
for tho sl.r.l?lo reason tha.t I ::c.s cO:lvinced ~ui te D. "'::hile CBO tt~t the Soviot 
u~on and its Rod ;.r~J h~vc not only a "defensive" but ~lso an offensive" 
rolo to play. Together -::i th r:£:!."j othors I ~so lc=.rr:.cd iro. tho i~rxic.n_ pri~ -
crs: 1) th~t "only a tr!:ito!" C::l:l rojec~.; t:1e oi'f~!lslve in ,rincii.>lo" and 

" 2)"only a bloc!(''l~d, ho\:"evcr, c:m cOlli!lc all str:.tcgy to tho of:-eI1si7o." 
Bcccuse I t~~o s~ch idc~s for gr~~te~, in our ra~,s ~t U~J r~to, I ~o not 
find i t :'lccess~rJ to present ~ le~~hy o.rgufl:J!.t:.tio:l i:l fo.yor or them t:hen 
I·~rcsent a Dotion to the l~~-;;io:&cl. Co;::UttC.7)j I confi!lc :l::~·:;lf, 0.3 I dlt':. in 
the present caso, to a reference to the Polish end G~orgic.."l co.ses. COI::1':.deo_ 
Cannon's annO~llCO ... i th:.lilY point of vic: ... c.ocs not arisc out of tt-o f.:.ct tll:lt 
I fail to recognizo the ltoffe:l!>i7e" rolo ot t~e Reel J..rr:;i as -;.011, or t~:~t I 0 

recognize -itttc;ologcticillly·:. It Clrises out of t~o f:l.ct tho.t I rccof;.uzO 
it so UIEist~kcbly th:l.t it docs not fit i:lto his f:.ctior:.:ll constructions ---.~~---
agcinst me, ar..d co::pcls h~ to resort f'or an :.r~cnt to ::orlcei-up protests 0 __ ~ ~_~ 
against El su;>posed "cpoloGotic lt rorr.ul.at1on. 

'~- --is t~ere a distinct-i~h bet".:~o:l tho --;:d~rensi~~;;:t~· the "o:!'fens~:':e"? - IiiO 

thCL 
fundc.I:lor..to.l se11SC ·.-:hich ·.:ns 0. ttributed. to the distinctio:l :'uri:;g tho '10rl6. 

/. 

:.o.r by OQc!l ot t:-tO iI:l~ori::.list ;o·;·ers cnd t:.ci.:- rosr:~cti"'c soci::.l patrio~s. 
to just11"J :the :ldefensc of t:le fatherl~::':" t i"t does ~-:.ot exist. Is t~Gra a 
distinctio~l in t:le caso ul:der cvnsidcratio!l? O:L courso t~cro is, cve!l though· 
jOot D. 1'und.c.men~o.l O!le. 

V1h:it is reQ.uired at °it...:i °p!'cse!lt -fuor.lO!lt. os:=oci.:'.l1y in tho r~~s or 0 tho O¥po~ o-~- -
sition, is not b:.!1cli tics,o a."ld c:r.:tC:lsi ';0 disQ.uisi tions on the fact thc.t t!:.e --~-. 
Rod ~i.IT.lY Cc.:L'lot be o::cluG.cdfro:-l ;o::rtici:;;c.ti:l6 i:1 th~ -;;orld l'evolut1,on. th.:..1! 
it1s not to be co~ti~ed to ~ dofensi7c role o~J. No, Uhat in required is 
Co clcc.r ~"1d o \l.."l:mbi:;."Uous prczcnt:::.tion of tho t:::.sl~ of "the Rc:d. J--m..v ~f c.tthc - -
pr~se:lt conjul:cturo of' e-.;cnts. I:1 his I:C)J.;ion, cC::ll':'.dc caY!'f.O!l still fails - .. -- .. 0 

to gi70· 0. correct ~rescn~tio:l, bcc.:use :~l~:.t ho· s:.ys U o.!"'.."olguous, vaguo,.. - .-.-
r~otoricJ.l, c.r.d ho revco.ls t~t he ~s not yet co~plotoly gi VOl:. u; the false _.:c.. _.~ 0 ._ 

position =hic~ he non do~cs having ncv~eU. 

"For the Red Army to r~n °t:OSSi70," he -::-ri tos, "'t~·hi1o ·t"~e Gcrr.'.c.:l ~ork11~· . 
clc.ss is crushed u!ld.er the heel of F:lscism, 1 ts org~'li7Z.tio!!s c.r.nihil:.tod __ o._.~ _____ . __ 0 •• 

and its c::.pc.ci ty tor r~sist.:.nco destroyed for 0. ::~ilor of ye::.rs. tiouldnot 0 

only croc.to tho 00:lC:1 tion::; fer :l r.orl<l itl~.eri.:.list a!is:-.ul t cgCoiust th9_~OV~.o-:": ~~.. _ 
let Union, le~ by Gormn Fasci..sIil, ~--:.~ cndc.r.ger ~h.:l cxisto ce or tho i'or.J.or. 0. __ -- _:. _ ~_ 
It -;;ould o.lso signify i~: no sn.-~ll er :.tegree a colos~~ bet!"".!y:::l of the .Gcr- 0 

Cc.n. arid consequently of th:l :;ho1e 1~~cr:l:.tior.::l ~rolet:.ri::.t, on tl".e pc.r"t 
of the ..nolo Stllinist le~~~s!1ip. For t~e Loft O·pposi tio~ to k(;en sllo."'lt 
in the r::.oe of D. :policy tn:.t.lea~s obj~cti~e17 i~ t~is !ircctionJ tor it to 
retre:lt to D. prosento.tion or t~le question rroLl the point ot: vic~; amply ~ 0 

• 
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~he 8elt-de~ ot tho proflent Soviet Union, wuldbo-·to· cako 1 tselt a par
"1 to this his1;ori,coJ. bctr::.yo.l." 

---ADd just uho.t 1s tho tted A:roy to do uhilo "tho Gcrmn ;lorkl:".6 class Is 
. crushed undor the hocl otF<lsc~tn."? Toot is, mat 1s it to do if-::lSsu::U.!:b 

-. tho 070rst variant-tho Gcr:.n .:orkiI'.(; clllss "rc~ins ,o.ssive", if it tc.ils 
to org<l.nize its rosis~~co in tico, it it contlr.uos as ~t present ~t~out 

- lrlv1ng orgc.nizod even a serious m:.tio~l do!'o:.sivo :JOvcoont, I!!Uch loss I!n 
_. ot'l.onslvo -=Go.i~st Fllscsir.1? Tho Orpositionc-oullt=S; ot coursc, UpO!l o.rousiOl(; 

tho COItmunists ai!.d t:te llrolct:l.rio.t in good tiI:lc; It goos .-;ithout sa:rir~ 
. -thtlt ue ho.vo not d.ra·.;n a "~i;:'is" lino ur.d.or the: struggle inGcrr'..c.ny •. :2Ut _to 

ask the c'bova question is or.OU1h to ShOll hou oqui YoccJ., ~ thorctoro d<l"'~go
rous, is eomr.ade C~n's f~rmulation. 

Ag:li n: in his :'lrticlo for t:10 Uill t:l...'1t, C~nnon plc~s~!ltly i~sinu:l.tes an Idcn
tLty. bct~ec.'1. I'rrf posi ticn o....'1.d tac.t of tho soci~l dcmacr::.cy durir.& tho riorl 

. ·Vlm-. They -:-lore "also" for :'im;or!l:.tiol" __ ~iSt1 in !lrinciplo"; but ::hc!l t:\O 
question bCCCIile "concrete .:.~ specific", they botrc.yod. In ~lis motiOl! he 
continuos: "It is ~t no'::' a problcn ot the right o.!ld duty ot t!lO aod ~i;rr:!j. to 
bo roady to 'cnrry ou t ro·.,olution<l.rY 1;0. sks' b, SO .. le i!ldoi'ini to plo.c;;: bO~'ond 
tho 'frontiors' ot the present So .... ic·~ Ropuolic. 'I'ho p~ee is GcrQny. ..~"li 
~ho question is: The rovolutio~~ry tas~s of tho Red ;~r~ i!l thcG;;:rQ~l rc~o:u-

.. - tlon. tt ':i'h~t is t~c only possi blo :c1cc"'lins of t:\O shoddy cCo:lI':lrison? Ii' it 
hc.s any cc~ir~t it i~ this: Shllchtro-~, like the soci~l d~-OCr:lt3, is ~uite 
recily to c'cl:no:;lcd;o inter:t:tion:l.lisa :1in principle"; he is reo.eyhto ;i\"e the 
Red }:rrJ.'j tho rit;;ht C110 duty to intor-rone beyond tho "iror.tiers'· ot the pl'es-

·ont Soviot 'Ul!ion-"in princi::;lo"; but nott, r.no:}. !t·~!:o place is Gorn:.ny", ,~en 
tho ."qa03tion is cor-creto an::' specific", S~~ht~ ••• c:l:J:!.tul~tcs to St~i:list 
nat1oncl.-Bols!1cviSI:1. T!lo cloven hoot ·of the -resi ;;ico t7l1ich Co.llnO~1. donies-he 
ever held, sticks right out of this argu.~nt .. · 

. Finally: tho esscnce or con..-ro.cio Trotsk'J' S ~:.rnin;s, ::ri tes CO .... ·l .. 10~, is"th:lt··X7~ 
tho Soviot U::.io::l =ust !lot ',~~i t .. mtil t!":'c F~sc:tsts ':l::'O r'..:'.rchin6 011 tho Sovi
ots' but lluat striko t!lcr.l do:: .... beforo thoy ::,.ro ro=.dy. Thc 'sclt-dote::.s~' ('f 
the Soviot Uz:i:l~ i~ thj,:; c:,so !lorgos cCI:l~letoly i:lto the- orfcr.si·:O S"w!'"..!'::7.l.C ----- -----------.asainst Ge:'!:l:::~ ~ ~~= isq ella tilC ~~c of :~e.~~~:: :,e·.-ol.'.l~i':l:';." T:us ~_~ ... 
.not, to our '-:i!:G., 'tho essonce of ccr..r::;Lo Tro~s::y' s ,:~r:lil:';3. T~.o nC.·licc tl'.:l.t 
. thO n~-~my be ~bilizcd as soo~ ~s tho F~sctsts t~~o pCl.er,_ I cor.s'true ~s 
. follo,:s: \"io DUst not :;0.1 t ·'for tho r-"biliz::.tio:l, th:;; pre!,o.rt'.tion, tho C;:ro\;.s·i:,..; 
or the SO'lict Unio:]. ::':ld its Red .:.:my uncil t!:c F:.scists 11:.vO coo111otcd tr,c:r 
prCJ!jc.ro.tions tor t.!J.c atto.ck, su,!'ortod n~ ur:;::d 011 by FrollC!1 a;:d i!lto::,::':-.tl
i:o~"'.l inpcric.liSI:l. T!1is ?ropo.rc.tic:J. ::.:-:.d tlob:"l:::'<l~io!l cust t::!:o ylc.co x fore 

-- thon, o.s c. "mttor ot: ro·vo2.utionnr-; solf-defense in Il cost circc'; ::.:!d. ir'ncdi
ate sonso." To SOlL'"la. the clc.rm ~o',-:, to r.:o!)ilizo tl:.o Rod Lrr::! no:,' tor -;;~o ~ 0-

tense ot the Soviot U~llon, 1s precisely tho way of prcve~ti!:s the ~::'~Ci3tS 
from "drc,",-:ling t..~is I:.':.rtic.l air", ot t:orciI'.03 them "to sin.; i~ st::.cc::.to". Ii'· 
roar 1s i:lo':itc.blc--ar.d ii.' F:lscls!l-:ri:1s, it is i::evitablc--thc t:opili~lltio:l 
of ·i.hc Rod J..roy nor.' .,Ul n::kc i-~ossiblo for tr..c.Soviots to CO'1UUC-; t:le 'l~ 

-of defonse under cond:i tions u."lf:l-:or:lble to F=-.scisc r:hich ·dll.not yet h::';c h.:l.d 
tho oppor1;uni to; ot supprossing the Q."'locy at hODe, i. e., the proletarian :cove.
mente 

Comrade Ctll'.:lon construos the ·,;c.r:ling to r.:ean tim. t t::.e Rod :.ru:r "rust strikc 
thCI:1do\-;n (tho F~scists) boforo thoy :!.rc roc.dy." ThiS, ,too, if it :1::'':; c. sc::,i
ous signitic::.::.cc, c~:\ o!lly r.sa:! a~ inncdi:te nilii;o.r~' attacl;: (no·,,:, or "Xithi~ 
tho very next p~riod) UpO~l Hi tlori to Gcrr.nny as woll as upon Pilsudsl:1' s i'ol-
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, r -. o.."ld r.h1ch lies bcto:cen the t"tlo {'.nd r.M.ch, ~?PO:-O:ltly, 13 0. trifle t!let docs_ 

not c::ter into cO:n:".ldo C:l!".!lCl!' s c:llcu1::.tio:u:" As i'or "';~~C "defense of the 
Gcrw:l!l revolution", t!le trr.;edy lies precisely in tho 1':::.ct th:lt this r~vo1u
tion r.o.s not yet 0 .... 0:;], bcgu~, a=.d t..'1c lo.st ',10.y ";0 begin it 1s thnt uhicil. is 
1cp11cit in Co.~O:lrS oxposi~io:l. 

ri 
H 

Doo~ this I!lOo...1"l that tho f{cd :.ItT!, ~ftor ail, h:ls no 0~fer.s1 ve role to pl~j? , 
Q1..l te the eontrary. ,CC!:l"::.d.c C~!':Oll juwcs iii th phr~scs about tao dei'o!!So 
of Russia, oi':ic:lSi ve ~~.;J.st Hi tlcr, dci'cI:Se ot the Gcr~n rcvolut10n. Let 
us put it pr~ci:;ely. The F.:lcso-:OliS;l ',-:or 0:: 1920 os forc(.d UpO::1 t~.:l SO ... ·i
ets by the ri]!'m1~k~, offc~sivo; for t!le Soyiets, i'~ ':::lS ::. ":.~ of ~-!,=-o-rer.sc._ 
In t h... s," 0'" t". s c..- "1' ",'s; '.,'"' ......... ..,.c.'.,., ... ,.,......... of ;. ("'l"" .', e ''''r-c t . ..:JJ r(')11r '"' _ _"'_ _ t.,;_~ _ \oJ ....... , ,,__ ........ ·A..... ~._ .... '- _ 1.1, k' \4W w..;. .&._ 

1;}1.ut the vi t~li ty of t.'1e ned :.:r:"l"J :::ad th~'J.~it:" 0-: t~~e ?oli"sh pro:.ctnr1o.t 
uero .0v(!l"Dstirc. ted loy LO!".i:l o.:;.;.d tho Bo1s:1CViks) , it .. ::.s cO:lVcrted L"'lto :m 
01'1'e::1sive '.:~ ~t;:ti~st ril~ud.ski. Leo'-li=-~ :'.sidc tho i'clsc t;o,ctical o~tir.l:l~io:}.D __ ~_ 
of tho Bo1shovi:::., t!lO foli s:t 0"'- O:lts ~',·ero a C:er:-,o::str::. -: ion ot hOi'; tho Rcd. J.::=.; 
dld end s:'ould fuli'ill its rC·lolutioaal'"J i~ltor::t:. tiOl:alist rolc of d.::i'el1~i~;:; 
tho 50c10.1is'" f.::.t~orl:ll'_c c::d axtc!lci!lg the ::-rolc~ ',ri:.n rcvo:'ution by cO:"ll!"-& 
to th.3 cssiste.:1c(;. of til\) 1r.sl.4rrcc';;ion:.ry "::ol"kl;:g cl:-.ss i:1 othor l~:;:<ls. 

If t:to preso:-:.t quest10n is concrcte :.:.:d s:;ocif~:e--Clld 1 t cert:::.inly 1 s-tho 
tas!: oi' the ?od. •. roy !lUst b~ :put concretoly :'Z!c. o5pc.cificcll:,·. Ge!lcrr..l1 t1e:s ___ . __ 
about ::tiJlle:t a:!c:. "pl:.cc" C',11U "reb tion~ of i'cr::es:' C:o :.ot suffice. 1-:; 1;; :r:.cc- - ' ___ :.. 
ossary to point out ~:lc.t t!'.o "roletion of fOl'COS" :lctu:..lly .!! ::.t t:.c f::"os,,:!!-
tina cud in the .Gi 7cn ?lc.cc. T::.1s 1s left cl"it:rel:,p ·~.;uo b;" ~o~"'"2.de C~·ll::::)ll. 
Just ·,;h:l t role ti".e }~c~ l.:::r< .. v c~n r-1I!Y, epecii:ico:.!ly- ::.nd not !Ll ~rlnc 1:;lc", 
mst bo state! cl~::.rl:r o.~ ur.cqu: voco.lly; but it is Zlot c.oue bj" COIJr:..C.u C\l:~
non~ It t!..lS~ be dono in order to eliI:ir.atotho' co:r..fuSi<>::-l crca teu., :7= r,l1&t--- ---( 
p01nt out, 1:. edr!1 ~!.on to tho ~bovo-o'.ltl1::oC., t!'.rl ~ w~1c~ t~c :901El!lcvi~~ o.ci.cc- , 
nde ct;0 expl~,i!led so clo:.r1:,> in co!"-!:.,:c7.io~ ':,1 t;\ t:1C '}eo:.'gi::'l1 rC·lolu tiC':1. 

- (licrely to rO!le:l't ~~rc .. :h:. t r s:.!d i~ r::.! notion, 1. c., ny c!lti:i:"':': csrec:lont ';i1 tho 
the quot:ltion f'ro::1 c o!".r:::.d.e 'i"rot:;;~::, :ih icn 1'01.:'0',:"&, i;culd sufi'!cc by it~~l1', 1f_ 
moro .fere noet!cd, to (;i va the '':;'c:ler·ro~ :.:-~' or to "gross pcr .... crsio:l of ~ri::l-
ciple" ... hict. Ce:l.."lon h:::.s c!io5covero:' 1:1 ~ '\"ie', s.) ':T:.o crux of tile :.r..tt,:r," 
note Tro'i;sk::{ 0· ... 0::" 10 Y.:l:lrs eSo, "co:!sists i:1 t!:e r~ct t:':lt tl:o Soviet revo- -
lutio;]. 111 Goor::,;i& (unich r.ns indeed brOUBllt c.bcuttitt.'1 t:le :::.c"t1vo' p~tici~t~ , 
ion or t:10 :ace! .. .rmy, l'or ";;0 r:ou1d :i.!l"10 betr::.ycd tile :;or!:crs c.::cl "caSc."l~3 01' 
Goorgie, if ,::,e !lc,1not o.ssistod t~1Cn cy our o.r!:!Cd forces, since- ·.:e'h~C. SU-:::l); 
took placo ,.',1' tel' tho .::t,oriO!lIliJ of threo yo.r;.rs of Gcorsi::"""1 f1:1c"c~el!de::cef :,-:.d 
u:Jd,er cond:!.. tiO:llS ';'i!11ch gu.::rc::.nt oed .10t :.!erely c. tCDror:.ry I:l!.li t:-.r:~ S'.lcc.Jc::;,- -b'..:t ~ 
nlao ~thcr k10li tic::l dc·"clo~!!'m-: for tr.c re·;olut iO~1-tllO.t . is, -tile! exton-' ,-
si:n o.nd stroIl[;theni::t.g oi' -";2:e Soviot systC!l!l in. Gool'g1:l i tsclf. .:" .... d in. t:.!s_ -- c _ -' __ ; 

(if t~'lO th1ck-ho:::icd ped~:lts of o.O!:ocr~c:; "ill c.llo:': D) to s=.~- so) our l'C).:O-..,-."'" 
lut10narJ t~s~ co~sisto5. T-~e! PC1=~lC1~~ of the Soconi Int~~tjJl1r~ in 
unison ,,1 th t!leir =C:ltorsfrc= t:teir bourGoois d1;.lor:.::. ~ic ~har;,ce:ler1es, 

! ~ 
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-; 

., I 
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Sillile s:lrdo:-.i c~lly at our reco;!l! -;io::1 of the ri~1} ts of r..:. tic!~: ~cli'.:.c:.ctcrn- I, 
1na~ .. 10n. Th1s tl:C'J dcsig:1nte as a trap i'o .. ' smplcto:ls--:: l.'c~i"t :101d out by --.:.--- '1 
Ru.ssla.n leper!~ io5o. !:1 re~1 ty 1 t is histerf Hsolf :;hi.~ is llold:!..ne O'J.t-

these baits, 1:lst~cd. of sct~lin;; -:1:0 qucstlo:".s 1:1 c. !3tr:.i.;l:t-tor:.llrd r;~~r. -- .. ! 
I In a."'ly ce.se -::-e C:ln."l.ct be accusod or turni.~lr:; t~e zi::;zegs .::1' histerico.lc;o- -_ -:-:::-":-~ .... ' ~ 

velopmcnt into tr:.?s, for, -;:r..i1e :.ctu:::.ll:,r recog:lizi!'-i; the ri~lt of no.tio:Ull ~_, 
solf-detC!!:'oi::.:l tion, ,,0 t::.ke c:'.re to ex~lai!'!. ·~o' t~e ::::'s!:os i t3 1ini. ted his-
toric::\l s1gnii'ic::.n.ce, 0.::1:' i.e novel' put it c.bove 7.~u l:!'~crests of 'tnu prole~-
o.riar. revolut ion. ~ ..-:or}:crs' !jt~ta, i!l rcco;~::iz::Ll; tl'le ri:;:;'t oi' selt-eo-
to.L'Di:llOotion, t:lcreby reccg:lizcs t:'::.t royolutio:-.::.ry coercion is not t:..."'l :~1-
po'7o::"ful historic::.l -i':::.ctor. Sov:!.,:!t Ru::si:l coes not ;'y :..ny maa:lS 1ntc:1d to 
JIllke 1 ts !:lili tary po::cr tc.kc the placo of the revolut iO~~j ei'forts of t~e 
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-. .p:oleta.r1e .. ~s ot I't!-.cr eOU!ltrics. The eonglest ot !,rolcte:ian. pO-:7er I:Il3t be a::z: -
outC'lme of proletaric.n 1'011 tical ex;:erie~'lce. T.:!1s c;.ocs not I!:e5n tr.2.t the revo-
1ut10ne.rJ Cr~O.r"t3 of t.i.e mrkcrs of GeorGia or nny ot:1(::r country, mst not ro
caivo ar.y z::.G.i tary suF.=0r-; from outside. It is o!l.l.y essontial that thi03 ~u?
port slloulti COL1e at a l:lOI:O!!t .. !ton tho neoo for it !:.eo becn oreated by tl:e pol
itical dC\"elo~nt of t.'w 7.Orkers J a::ld reCObnlz'!Q. by t:.e ckos con~cious re7C-

-lutionarJ vang-..l.e.rd. - \rho haole ~:on -tho s~·t:.:;c. thy of t!1e I!la.jori ty of tho rorkers." ,
!h6se are ~est1o~ ot revolutionary strategy ~ no~ a for~ danocrct1c ritu-
al. ft · • 

It cor:u-ade C8:l."l.on hasxa point ot Vi~'''d1fferent from tha~ of comede Shachtcn" 
and "e.geinst 1 t"-i t is again::;t tho conclusionR 'Which the BolshcvE:s <!rei7 trc:l 
the .Pol15h a:t:1_ Georgian events that he i,ill have to cOlmterpose it 

. **.*****~********** 
!his is not the place to deal. roth the factional "e.l'~en~h:" which Ce.nnon nt
taches to lls e.r~tat1on on the R~d •. ..:'!!!:;f. Its content nll be dealt .. 1th--

I 
f--'---

_' at tho J:ropcr tiI:le and in the prop~r place. T:".o :ll.a.m~rs am foJ.!:chooas Q;'

ainst t~ H~ion:ll C~ ttee :ti.nori ty t7hich Ca."100n e.l;;ays injects into a dis
puted ques~icn (a:-...d. he does it invariably by 1'irst ralsi~ tho hue aIle! cry n
bout our"poi:.cnoua" t:Cthods) nll te a~m)rcd L"1 full on. D. z:o::-e i'i ttir..;; occa:.
ion. tic \-:111 not pend. t this discussicn, ho~c:", to be dcl.ibera tcly r.:uddled 
up end befogged by extraneous queztions~ .. hie1-_ arC) calculated. to dist=e.ct nt
tention t:or:l the retreat on t.."le dis~uted qut:5t 1011 t7hie~ Cannon has been coz:.-

, .-
i -. 
, -
! 

I , 

,pe1lcd to, C3.kc. HO".7ever I oi~ce the "a,~cndix" is r.l1.a t l".c iz principally co::.
eerned r.1 th (it 1s clen:- that 011 ~h1 ch prec cd.cs it $erves ncrcly e.s a pre
tace to the te.ctionll attack), it is neceSEarJ to Ir.ke the folloi1i:lg to c..l{e 
tho tollomne; observations. 

1. Cannon does not "poison the at:osphere" ot the interr~l di~cuss10c in t~e 
League. Far from it. He only deslsr.a.tes a:-.onyo.ous individuals or grou~5 ot 
individuals as sC!:1-Stalinists. f:hat arc their mr.cs 8."ld c..C.drcssc;;, so ~!'!.ct 

_'- .the. Le~'7\lo r:ay !moo;:' uno they are o.."ld be able to ccr:lJ.'lt the!l ~o:perl:r instcc..i 
ot 1n. the c.~k? Ca:mon, -.:ho fishts in tho OPC3!l, is holding that" 1 ni'orr.a.tl on" 
in -reSDl"O!'e. 

-~_-a.cannon,'uho does not "hunt tor dev1a.tions~'. has qUite-recently discovered. ":': 
capitul~tionist ter.~ency in the League. To be cxnet, the ~iscovery ~tes bn~~ 
one mD!lth; the incenti "Ie to tho c.1seovery do~s ToOt origi:-.a te b.e!'O, but to be 
exact again, in Ge~7. Vlhen the GiJr::-A.~ O:;>posi tion ':ias i'ir~r.tir ... :; Le."1 dt.u , C:;""l.-

__ non discoverod LcL"lda'.li:m in the J._!lo:-ic<:!.n Lea:;uc. J-;hon the F:-c!:.ch Op~osi tior:. 
vas enga.~cd in a st::"'.lgglc ... :1 t!1 lIe-ville, Cc.~'":on r!iscovcrc:' (a.:::>r.,g the saba CCI:)oo 

- rades) N:lvillls:l in t!:o AI!lcricc..."l Lc~ue. A.s soon as the llO':7S crri,,-cd of the 
Veel capitulation 1~ GG=~"lY, C~~~wn procee~cd to discovc:- (~ain. ano~~-the 

,.eEl;4e ·cor..r:::.das) ;:rclli~' or C':';?l tul~tionisIl in tho J.no!"ic:...~ Lca;;ue, For one 
brief ~~eok, those S:::IC cCDrc.des ':'Tcre accuso:i of- It!zC:-Oixis:""I" becCllso t~'ley 1lC.

-. Tocated the is::;ua!lce of a."l in-;Ct'n:ll or~':l.:'.iz~tio!'.ru bullctLi by tr.e lien York 
.. branch. TOI.'.'Orror: 1 t -:1111 be SCIi',ct.",in.g elsc--o.l in tho ir..torcsts of t::'c"1:1. 

tcrnation::.l1 educatior.." ot tho Lo~ue. Co~cdo Can!l.on's =otilod is: c.ny ~tick 
",0 beat a dos. 

;...;..-... .. -' ... - . 
- .3., I .. ' h'1S4t:l~pen1ix" Ca:l.'":or.. deV'elo~!l t.llie Bee a:' rather ,this threat: Tho r.:!r..o
:.:=~lty. stortir.,s C'..lt ·-;;ith~ut pol1tical. d1ft~rcn:ez:l '·:i.t,.~ .n!.:; i'r-ction, 1s no':7 
trYi~ to mmlfactu.::-c t:1Ctl in o!':!cr to 1:-:"le a ··I/diffc=c:::l~ -:l~ti'o~". ':'ro.~:llat
ed %!lore clearly, t:'is r:c~~:~s: re~-ardless ~,~ th'c position t;::on ~r':::!l no:-: on by 

.. 1.. 

COIJr.lce Canno!l on ';hi~ or,_ th:.t Q.l:.csticn, -t.'lc t:ir:.ori ty -::111 be ch!lr.;cd :-:1 th t:-.o 
~princ1pled ~~uracturi~ of ~if1'crcr.ces if it ~rcsuccs to chnlle~~o t~c ~c~
I'ec",no3s of Cauno::.'_s. at.:lIi,d, 1 t ':11U to ch~~cd 't"it:l St~li:-~i:;n., scr.i-Sto.li:ti.o; 

• 
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capitulation ~o 5talinisa, etc. In politIes this is eacoonly monn us pot1~i~ 
eel. bl:::.ckI:::.il. . rio ;;ill be 0.11 t~o los~ detorrud by this thrQ:lt .;j)Oll ;;e take 
a position. 0::1 any given ~ucstlo!lt j:'ec:lUso ot the mcoaing ot tho threat. 

4. Tho violence ct tho at"tac}~:mnon mkos upon us i~ his l'lOtion v:ould be per
nlcxl%lB it t~10 tc.ct th:::.t thore is :::'I:.o·.;hc~ dif:~:J.tc1 o:1cstio::1 on tho c.;;on.!~ did 
not m~~e.lt clc~. I ror~r to the di~~te 0::1- comrade C~on's policy in Gi1-
lespio a."ld 1n t!le Illinois tli:t.il'f; si tU:1.tio!l gencl'all,.. Til.;. unuS'~ol f1e;::-co
uess ot his attack on t~o "Bed ~~~y question is con?rcho~sible only :1.S n bnr
rc.ge lD.ld fo~m to ct)~or :::.n o::portunist position in t!lC "::linors' ql.i.ostion:t. 
1"r.o ablulivc c~,J.roo of "c:::.?i t:J.l~tion to St<llinisI:l" -;;111 ~tt ho,roYcr, servo tl'.o 
purpose rcquired by cO!'.1l't!.de Can::on. Each q:J.ostion \7ill bo put on its O',7n teet 
c.nd dool. t -:-;1 th accordine;ly. 

lInrch 12, 1933 -Max Shactmn 

NOT:: ON' SID.(,'Hfl'='~-\?~' S STA MElfI' ---- ... --- -- --- ._--
In his sccol;d c.ocu.'r.c!'.t c~lIIl"~do S:'U1.chtm:.n h:.d tho opportunity to correct ~o 
r~so rOl'nub tie:ui in his r..otiOll on policy ~i th re~re to the 5i tu:;.tion in 
GorlII'.ny o.r.d t~o role of' the ?ed Ar:!I.y. Instccd ot doi!lG t::lat hu only succe~ded 
in da:1:mstr::lting, in his lO!l,';t!lY st~tc::lOnt. th:.t l:.is first motion 1s a rocl. -
expreSSion of his ;oint of vi~~. By tnat ~c convi~ccs ~ ovor ag~1n th~t the 
cns~cr I cac.e in ~J resolution ~as t~o only possible ~~cr. 

The- st::.tetlOnt or co~~o 5:w,chto~n tr..::.";, ut tilo ::;ceti!'~:; :l-; tho Stuyvos~t C:::.S- . 
'ino on February 5, "C!:',!".;lon in his s:poech r::.ised t::o sloG:.n of r..obili2.i!lg tho 
Red .J.:rzy to i!lter"lc:lC ir=odi.:ltcly in G~::""':ly!1is a _lio in...-ented ::.t'ter tho 
tact, or, m~ro correctly, bc,rrc-,7ed fro:a. the; 3~~iti sts :.f'ter ho :::.nd ot!lcrs C:s
soci~te:i '\7i th hi:::! hai fol t t~1C full i'oroc of tl1a St.:.li:ast pogrotl O6i t:::.t1.on. 

Ne1 t:ler Sn!:lcht::c.n, nor a. ...... yonc ulse ill O1.lr r:::.nks, e70r said or ~-m! i;!til:1o.tcd 
by one ':Tore. to L:C th:.t suc-;---;:-Co~ls~ruction could justly bo pl:.cC".l O!l r.!'J ro--

I' .liic.rks at the St .... y-fcs:.nt =00-:;1::1;. r~eit~1cr Sl:tlCr,t::.::.!l ,:!or c.nyo:.l.:l else, ever fiUb-
, - gosted to me at u:1:'" ti::le t!".=.t there ~7C.S C!:y dis~!'C~o:lt i;'l th !:'~ trc:.t~!lt of' 
.. tho q::.estion. After the StuYV~S'l::.t !:Ceti~g I ~o!-=e c.g:.1!l i:::. the S:""!lO se!lSO

at tho BrOl'lA moutir~g on Feb. 12th. I re,ontcd it :.;c.ia :::.t t!le Broo!-:l.yn Lloet
ing a fo':1 o.:::.ys J..::.tor.. T:"le notio:l ot Zht!.Cl:tr:~ introC::ucec. o.t the r;c !:".eeti:le 
on Fob. 24, r.e:::.rly three ·,7.;:eks lc.tor, ·,7:1,5 tho firf:t ~:.~ ~:!. .... e:1. t::> ItS by 
anybody ti'l::lt t!le St::.lin1st sl~'1.der h~d ~do its -':TC.Y in-:;v, O~ :"':..!'1.;:s. And oven. 
then I t;:l3 not yc~ infOI'!!'!od th:::.t tho :.ccuso.tion ~s abed at me per20Z1.:.1ly. 
Tlmt is 't"hy I o.id not' I:de:'!Y: :..-:ytllir>6 fer ln~raelr i.:. ~- ro:;olu'~:o:l. but sinpl:r 
defon1ed t1":.o f'.lnc:.l''lC:1ta.l i:lter:r.tic::.:llist st:.~;oi::lt cgainst tho snliaist 
~l:lnC!.orors or..d :pcrvcrtcrs of :9rinc:!.;le. It -::c!l: only :-.t tho m mootiD,:; of 
Mnrch 1st, c.ttor I :1:." ~'roscntei my resolution, -;!l~,:t 3hachtma~ fcr -oil!C first 

tine mde tho direct ct3:~OI:Cnt re~ra!.rb r:::! speecn. ~t tllc Stur ... c~nt I.'!.Cetlng. 
Thoreforo I t.c70 ne7er "cenied" it beforo, as he nr.i:1t:.ins i:1 ::is sta. temcnt, 
D..'ld I donot 'lde:1ytl it no-::. I 3im.?ly s~J it is ::l lio, c.:ld t~t it is of a picce 
:;1 th the o:-gc.~izcd f:jstcn or lying .. hie:" 1".:.s clllU'~ctorlzod tr.o rae tion...l ::lathed 

, of Shc.cht::-.an si:lco the bCbi~i:l.& ot the inion:!! 3tru~slc and ~y IJC~~ of 7.'l".1ch 
he has sought c.t ever,. t~:l to ~dG.lo c.nd di vert c.tte~tion l'I'OI:l the rc'll 1ccue, 
in disputo. 

But tho methoti ot ly1!"~ c.::d tho~ s!1i:!'ti:l;3 th~ 1s~'Uo trOCl c. politic:::.l dicpute 1.0 
a. question of 7cr:'.ci ty-a wth.o1 r:hich riO hav8ellt'cU:1tercQ frequent!y &nollEr.
~ill not tlvo.11 hac. 7;1'1_~ if: imiol'rc:1 i!'. the pre:;cnt i:lstance is [\. r~ical 
difference of vie:-;;oint 011 0. :1\l .. ~~..c,;"lt.ll questicl:.. TOle. scco~ stc.te.-:-.ent ot 
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ShaChtmDn h~ not ellc1~ted or ~di~icd this differenco. 'This is the re~L es-
. senee of the z:nttc!". It is in no -;;o.y D1'tectcd by '::"'h~t O:lC scys or Jocsn t t sc.;,~ 
by what or ~no:!1 one believes C1" c.oosn't oolio·le. T:~OS9 r.lOrGOer3 of tho !.ccguo 
vho ccr.Llcorn thET..:>clV'os. ::i th ,oliticc.l-;ri~ci;lo f.tt}:j./J.it-lf.corir.ld,orc.ticr.s ',iil1 
under!"tc.nd t:u.s =.nd Ju1e;c tho cori ~s 0: the l'rcr.o:.:t disputc cccordiIlbly. 

-3'cmos P. CD.llnon 

. p. S. The rec.ent alc.ro1.r..g i!lfor.:J::. tion fro!.l cowrc.C1.e Tl"otsky c.bout t!~e inter:1.:ll 
condHi on of the Bcd .Ar-=";!, uhic h d irec~lY' c': tects its ca ";:!lC i ty to fulfill i t~ 
proper role in t!!c present circ11nzt:.r.CCS, pl::.ces C:.l extr~crcii'=:;!ry re:::~I'icti:m 
on public utter~~ccs on t~e ~ue~ticn. T~~t :ll~ne ccopcls ~ to rofr~!n :rom 
publisllin3 r:r.r ~ticl~ 0:1 tho Rod !l.Xmj in t!lo Mili taut. 2ut tho fun:i2Ila:l.tcl 
quest ion ot the intcrx. tio~J..::l tc~:~ oi'. the Red ,b.1Sq re=.:'.i~s U:l~:ri'CC t ;;.cl. F:.-c::. 
tho sta.n~poi:l.t of a."l i!j.tcrn!ltior.:..list tho nc,::, ini'o= tiO!l :lbout t:~c 1ntcr!l::'..1 
-;;'en.\:neas ot the Red .:o-"'T!y-r:.. 'Neo.k:l.os~ rcsul ti=-.g f!"oI:l 't!:c c.ccUl~ul.:l. tc:i cffcc ts ---ot St~li4l1~t :;:olicy--i~ not 0. rc:.son to' rIl~e co~cosslo:ls to tr.~ Stnlini:;.;; con~ 
coption ot its In tiomUy-li=itoa. role. OIl tho contrcry 1 t 1s .2 rec.sO!l to op
poso 1 t all t!:..e I!lOi'o 1'lr.:lly. 

-3'. P. c. 
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