
PoOo   Box  471  Cooper  Station
RTew  Fork,   RTo¥.    10003

April  25,   1974

To  AI.I,  oRGANlzErs  AND  BLACK  worm  I)IREcq}oRS

Dear  Coml`ades,

The  following  is  a  report  on  developments  within  the  African
Liberation  Support  Committee  (Aljsc)  which  will  have  an  effect
on  the  national  mar.ch  on  Washington  planned  by  jEL- SC  for  I.lay  25®
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Imanu  Baraka.  The  ¥OBU  grouping  is  presently  in  the  Aljsc  leader-
ship,   although  CAP  pl'edominates  is  some  local  areas.

During  the  past  year  the  in.aim  leaders  of  YOBU  have  gone
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tion  struggles®   Up  to  now,   it  has  been  the  people  around  YOBU
who  have  been  largely  responsible  for  the  success  of  the  Afri-
can  Liberation  Day  aictions.  They  helped  initiate  the  1972  Afri-
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its  pla.ce  the  African  Ijiberation  Suppol`t  Committees.   These  com-
mittees  wel`e  more  narrow  than  the  AljDCO,   composed  mainly  of  stu-
dents  and  ex-st;udent  I`adicals.  But  despite  this,   some  of  the
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mittees  or  other  means®

Ija.st  July  at  the  ALSO  Steering  Committee  meeting  in  Frog-
more,   SoCo,   certain  steps  wel`e  i;aken  which  began  to  define  the
Also  in  a  much  nal`rower  way  than  previously.   The  YOBU  forces
d|`ew  up  and  pushed  the  adoption  of  a  Statement  of  Principles  for
t;he  ALSO  which  defined  it  as  an  "anti-capitalist"  and  "anti-
imperialist  united  fronto "  In  this  Statement  of  Principles  the
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conjunction  with  a  iJurn  by  some  of  the  ¥OBU  leadel`s  in  the  di-
rection  of  Maoism®   It  now  appears  that  the  objective  of  these
leaders  is  to  tl`ansform  ALSO  into  a  new  Black  "anti-impel`ialist"
organization  with  }Iaoist  views  on  issues  facing  Black  people®

The  forces  around  the  Congl`ess  of  African  Peoples   (CAP)   are
opposed  to  the  new  Statement  of  I'rinciples  and  at  the  most  recent
Alisc  Nationa.i  Steer.ing  Committee  meeting  in  February  in  Chicago,
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they  called  for  its  rejection®  Cj^ip's  political  stance  is  both
anti-Maoist  and  anti-Mar]i'ist.  They  generally  deny  a  I`ole  to  non-
Blacks  in  revolutionary  stl`uggles  to  change  society  and  have  at
times  I`ed-baited  YS..^Lers   and  ST,.Jpers  in  the  Altsc.   Although  the
Statement  of  Principles  was  reaffil`med  by  a  majol`ity  at  the  Chi-
cago  Steel`ing  Committee  meeting,   the   leadel`ship  decided  to  hold
a  two  day  conference  bef ol`e  the  May  25  action  to  ful`thel`  dis-
cuss  the  differenceso

As  things  stand  now,   thel`e  is  general  agl`eement  within  the
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the  size  and  effectiveness  of  the  action.  Despite  the  fact  that
the  debate  has  not  been  made  public,   the  factionalism  has  already
undermined  building  activit;ies  in  many  areaso   In  addition,   the
turning  away  of  the  YOBU  leaders  from  the  concept  of  building
a  broad  coalition  to  carry  out  actions  in  solidarity  with  Afri-
can  libel`ation  struggles  can  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  they  have
proposed  that  during  Jlfrican  Liberation  month  leading  up  to  the
I.lay  25  action,   the  Alisc  should   also  focus   on  the  issules  of  the
energy  crisis,   police  I`epression  and  the  impeachment  of  Nixono
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continue  to  be  attl`acted  to  it  on  this  basis.  There  also  continue
to  be  groupings  in  the  ALSO  who  support  May  25th  and  who  are  in-
dependent  of  either  side  in  the  debateo

Our  activities  in  suppol`t  of  the  I.lay  25  Afl.ican  solidarity
act;ion  will  have  to  take  into  account;  these  changes  in  ALS0a
Whel`e  possible,   wc   should   continue  to  dl`aw  in  independent  forces
to  build  the  action®  Depending  on  the  local  situation,  this  can
be   done  thl`ough  j^ilsc   or  through  ad-hoe  committees.   We   can  also
help  build  campus  or  citywide  for.uns  on  the  role  of  the  UoS®   in
Africa®

We  should  also  attempt  to  educate  people   on  the  issues  being
debated  within  ALSO.   In  discussions  with  Aljsc  activists  we  should
point  out  the  lessons  of  past  j^LD  actions,   explaining  that  they
have  been  successful  precisely  because  they  have  dl`awn  in  broad
fol`ces  who  can  unite  in  opposition  to  UoS®   complicity  with  Port-
uguese  colonialism  and  the  white  settler  regimes  in  southern
Africa,   despite  differences  over  other  issues.  'tthere  appropriate,
we  should  also  continue  to  discuss  with  individuals  in  Alisc  our
TI`otskyist  views   and  our  opposition  to  both  I.taoism  and  the  ideas
of  Barakao

Comradely,

rty'tour  I,LL``cL I,\  @,
Malik  Miah
¥SA  RTational  Office


