
P.O.   Box  471  Cooper  Station
New  York,   N.Y.10003

April   25,   1974

To   ALL   oRGENlzERs   AND   NATloNAL   Coi'n``JilTTEE   REMBERS

Dear  Comrades,

During  the  month  of  March  a  team  of  three  comrades
organized  by  the  YSA  National  Office  visited  Puerto  Rico.     The
team  was  designed  to  deepen  our  contact  and  collaboration
with  young  revolutionaries  there  as  well  as  to  acquaint  a  broad
layer  of  actdvists  with  the  work  and  ideas  of  the  Trotskyist
movement.

The  attached  report  by  team  captain  Selva  Nebbia  describes
the  activities  of  the  team.

Couradely,      ,.i,
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YSA  National  Off ice



PUEREO  RIcjIN  tpEj"  REPORT

By  SQlva  Nebbia
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Ricoo   Though  it  was  not  the  first. time  that  YSAel`s  have  gone
to  fuerto  Rico,   this  was  oul`  first  experience  with  a  Young
Socialist  team  there.   The  team  spent  about  one  month  there,
most  of  which  wa`s  spent  in  Sam  Juan,   the  capital  city®

One  of  the  main  purposes  of  the  trip  was  the  distl`ibution
of  our  socialist  litel`ature  and  press®  We  took  with  us  a  selec-
tion  of  Pathfinder  books  and  pamphlets,   a  number  of  socialist
titles  in  Spanish  and  bundles  of  Our  pl`ess  (Itilitant,  Young  So-
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The  team  set  up  tables  on  the  main  University  of  Puel.to  Rico
campus   at  Rio  Piedl`as   and   at  the  UI'R  campus   in  Mayaguez®   We   also
visited  the  Universidad  Catolica  in  Ponceo   Most  of  our  work  was
done   on  the  Rio  Piedras  campus  whel`e  we  had   the   oppol`tunity  t;o
attend  sevel`al  meetings  and  gatherings  of  the  various  campus
political  groups.  We  attended  activities  commemorating  Interna-
:i3ngi ¥::eI;:hD:ki:|s : :a:I:g:wo3nsu5:lf2ie apss|:yy:::fi:go:g3 ,

ated  in  chapter  meetings  of  the  UJS  (the  MSP'S
a  Rudy  spoke  ttrice  a.t  a  university  class  on  Trotsky-

and  par,tici
youth  group
ismo

The  main  event  we  participated  in  was  a  national  student
march  organized  around  the  suppol`t  for  a  New  University  Law
drafted  by  lea.ders  of  the  UJS.   If  implemented,   the  New  Univer-
sity  Law  would  mean  a  significant  transformation  of  the  present
university  struct;ul.e®  The  proposed  law,   anong  other  things,  would
establish  open  admissions  and  student-faculty-employee  control
of  the  universityo .There  were  approximately  some   i,GOO  students
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activities  on  the  canpuses  at  this  time,   although  there  is  no
lack  of  interest  in  socialist, ideas®  Another  indication  of  this
was  the  low  attendance  at  the  FUI'I  congress:   last  year  sorLe
i,500  students  were  pl`esent,   this  year  only  500®

Th?  tear  also  had  the  task  of  sending  infol`mation  and  ma-
terials  for  use  in  oul'  press®  Candida  sent  several  articles  to
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also  obtained  an  interview  with  a  young  teacher  who  was  sus-
pended  after  the  stl`ike  and  another  interview  with  a
Black  feminist  who  is  the  f ounder  of  MIA  (Women  Join
Puerto  Rican  feminist  org`anization®
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The  tear  and  our  literature  met  with  a  very  good  response
from  the  young  Puerto  Ricans  we  cane  in  contact  with.  People  were
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open  and  receptive  to  our  idea`s®  We  engaged  in  discussions  with
Young  Socialists),   I.ESP   (Popular  -

PI`o-Independence  Student  Federation) ,
anarchis-t)  organization,  PII'  (Puerto

Rican  Independence  I'arty),   Ivlaoists  and  a-great  number  of  unaf-
filiated  youtho  \tJe  got  the  best  I`esponse  fl`om  those  in  the  UJS,
with  whom  YSAers   on  previous  tl`ips  had  established   a  close  I`e-
la`tionshipo  Members   of  the  UJS  and  the  MSP  expressed  intel`est
in  coming  to  visit  the  YSA  in  the  UoSo

The  books  that  sold  best  were  Spanish-language  titles  on

gg:±£ :  wS::=;g±::E:I:±±:Era£:t¥E8fa::::C£ ' : oE:£.Elk-:±±:£±o-5i6Td-very  well,   and  many  more  copies  of  these  could  have  been
sold  if  they  had  been  availableo

English  lan.guage  books  also  sold  well,   again  especially
on  Chile  and  women's   liberation,   as  well  as  Watergat;e®     One
of  the  best  selling  English  titles  was  Peter  Camejo's  pamphlet
on  Gueval.aismo     Our  English  langri.age  periodicals,   however,
did  not  sell  as  well  as  eithel`  Spanish  language  periodicals
and  books  or  Pathfinder  titles.    Our  total  sales   ucre  about
$500o


