
NATloNAlj  corn¢ITTEE  PLENUM  MINITES

YOUNG  SOCIAlilsT   AliljlANCE

RTew  Pork,   July  4-7,   1974.

Pre sent : Full:     Alewitz,   Artz,   BI`dar,   Clark,   Col`en,

#I::ii:i:;::;r!::tw;:a:¥::;;::::ie,
Iiovgl.en,   Manuel,   Miah, .Miller,

gi::;f;i:::I!#:!I:h!:#ig:#1;Zaer,
Williams

Alternate:     Liebel`man,   P6trin,   Lemon,   Dork,
Winsten,   Weisman,   Scharret,   BI`own,
Murphy,   Mool`head,   Rosenstock,
Milinel`,   Ijinder,   Hillson,   Wattenmaker,`

R:gE£:£6,T4:8:tc£¥:::,Ng£E::=,Bailey,
Iiause,   Vasquez,   Holton

Consultative:     Balderston,   Berman,   Buchanan,
Burfiend,   Cabana,   Cahalane,   Cooper,
Parley,  Fisher,  Frank,   Gajewski,
Gotesky,   Halverson,   Harl`is,   Hodroff,
Hutton,   Kahn,   Kellog,   Iiazal`,   Ijibby,
Manning,  Mauer,   Ostrow,  Pelle,  Pettit,
Phillips,  Rayson,  Roland,  Satinover,

S:::E:,s::r=:?h¥iiE:e=?o!:io::uE::::::
Tomasko,   Warren

observers :    ±:b±:gig:=ZEr=d , C=::i::  £::=aria:=::y'
Massey,   Mike,   Scott

CORERED  q]HURSI)AY,   JuljY  4.    1974-at   2:54  PoMo

Motion  b Pulle :    That  Petr.in  chair  the  first  session.
Carl,led

Io      ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  PljENUM

Following  motions  from  the  National  Executive  Committee  presented  by
Welch:

Motion: To  adopt  the  following  agenda:

1.     Organization  of  the  Plenum
2.      Wol`1d   Movement;   Rep.orbs
3.     May  11  Referral  Report
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Motion:

Wol`1d  Situation  Repol`t
Supplementary  Report  on  Pol`tugal
I'olitical  Report
Black  Struggle  Report
Report  on  the  YSA's  Fight  for  Democratic  Rights
Organization  Report
Financial  Repol`t
Youn Socialist;

Onven
Report

Car,Tied

To  approve  the  schedule  as  written  (see  attached)o

Counter.motion  b Mitten :
|me   On d

-2-

That  the  IT  be  allowed  the  provision  f oil
Movement  Report,   the  Political  Repol.t,   and  the

Black  Struggle  Repol`t  as  requested,   as  well  as  allotted  time  for  exten-
ded  remarks  under  the  Organization  Report  and  the  Report  on  the  YSA's
Fight  for  Democratic  Rightso     This  was  requested  in  a  letter  to  the  RECo
That ,the  PI.esiding  Committee  take  this  up  and  come  in  with  a  revised
schedule  to  the  plenumo

Discussion:     Welch

Countel`motion--efeated

Motion  Car.Tied

Motion:     That  the  Presiding  Committee  consist  of  Clal`k,   I)ixon,   Finkel,
F-fT€Ifflrth,  Hildebrand,   Little,   Miah,   Perez,  Pulley,  Welch. and -Wh.ioker.

Carried

Motion: That  consultative  delegates  be  local,   city-wide  and  regional
organizers who  are  not  members   of  the  National  Committeeo

Carried

Motion:     That  observers  be  designated  I`epresentatives  of  the  Socialist
Wofkel.-s  Party  and  of  organizations  of  our  international  co-thinkers,
and  special  guestso

Amendment  b Mitten :
Son,

That  we  be  informed  of  who  special  guests  are  and
national  cool`dinator  of  the  IT,  be  granted  observel`

status  as  a  special  guest  at  this  plenun.
Discussion:     Pulley

AmepdmentJDefe~ate-a

Motion  Carried
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Motion :

Motion :

That  Ijoew  and  Thornton  be  the  two  plenum  secretaries.

Car,I.led

To  adopt  the  following  rules  for  the  plenum:

-3-

1o     That  procedul`al  questions  be  decided  by  majority  vote,   with  one
speaker  for  and  one  speaker  against,   each  having  two  minutes.

2o     That  consultative  delegates  have  voice  and  consultative  voteo
3.     That;  obsel`vers  have  voice  under  the  World  Movement  and  World

Situation  repol`ts a
4®     That  in  any  discussion  per.iod  no  one  may  speak  a  second  time

before  each  pel`son  desiring  the  floor  has  had  a  chance  to
speak®

Car.I.led

Ilo      woRljD   MOvEprmrm   REpORTs

Reporter  fol`  the  Ijeninist-Trotskyist  Faction:    mrelowitz

Repol`ter  for  the   IEC  Majority  Tendency:     Aubin

E!:5:n,fgI±u:p=:k::::Fe!E:|¥cE:Eg.5.t=t.e.e
That  supportel`s  of  the  Ira  be

Carl.led

Discussion:     Miah,   Scharl`et,  Mitten,   mke,   Freiwil`th,   Balderston,
Clark,   Barzman

S.unmary.  of  Wol`1d  Movement  Report:      Aubin

Summar.y  of  World  Movement  Repol`t:     Mil`elowitz

Recessed   7:00   PoMo

RECOIWENED  FRIDA¥,   JuljY   5,    1974,    at   3:20  PoMo

#:i:3¥
Motion  b

er  in  attendance:     Mitten,   Lause,  Holton,   Balderston.and

Presidin Committee:     That  Gel`sh  chair  the  next  session.

IIIo     m¥  ii  REFERRAI,  REpoRT

Repol`tel`:     Pulley

Motion  b Pulle
lance   commen

Carried

:     The  National  Committee  of  the  Young  Socialist
s  and  upholds  the  July  4,   1974  motion  of  the  RTational

Executive  Committee  I`ecognizing  the  Internationalist  Tendency's  status
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as  a  separate,  rival  organization  and  informing  members  of  the  Intel`na-
tionalist  Tendency  party  that  this  status  places  them.outside  the
constitutional  provisions  f or  membership  in  the  Young  Socialist Alliance
Discussion:     Graumann,   Mirelowitz

][9±±  by  full  members
Against:     1
For.:     All  others

Carried

IV.      WORLD   SIPUAII0RT   REPORT}

Reporter:     Pulley

V®      SUPPLEENTARY  REPORT   ON  PORTUGAlj

Reporter:     Foley

a::2?SS:£Tar::t?r%i#±?8mr:=£::: : L±:£:kin?o±:¥6ycooper ,  Rays on ,  Hodroff ,
Summary  of  World  Situation  Report:     Pulley

Motion  b Presidin Committee : To  approve  the  general  line  of  the

J[9±±  by  full  membel`s
Against:     i
For.:     All  others

Recessed   6:30  I'oMo   -Reconvened   8:05  PoMo

Motion  b PI,esidin Committee:     That  Manuel  chair  the  next  session.

Vlo      I'OItlTICAlj  REPORT

Reportel`:     Finkel

Discussion:     Coopel`,   Dixon,~Hilinel., Lindel`.,   Perez

Recessed   10:05  PoMo

RECONVERED   SATURDA¥ JUIJY  6 1974   at   10:02  AaHo

carried   T,

Further  discussion  on  Political  Report:    Artz,  Pettit,  Hillson,  Petrin
Graunann,   Williams,   Berman,   Friedman,   Schneider,   Schel`r,   Ugolini
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Motion  b Welch  for  Presidin Committee :
adjusted  as

10:00  -12:30
12:30  -12:45
12:45  -     1:00
i:00  -     2:30

-5-

That  the  plenum  schedule  be

Discussion
Sumpal.y
Greetings  fl`om  TS/ItJS
IJunch

Carried

Further  discussion  on  Political  Report:     FI`eiwirth,  Whicker,  Wal`ren,
Miliner
Summal..y  of  Political  Repol`t:     Finkel

Motion  b Presidin Committee :

][9±±  by  full  members
Against:     1
Fol`:     All  other.s

Special  Point

Greetin
(Canada5

To  approve  the  general  line  of  the

s  fl.om  the  Young  Socialists/Ijigue  des  Jeunes  Socialistes
presented  by  FI`ancoiseo

Recessed   12:50  PoM®   -reconvened   2:35  PoM®

Motion  b `Whicker  f or  Presidin Committee:     That  Potash  chail`  the  ne3ct
Session.

VIIo      BLACK  STRUGGIE  REPORT

Car.I.ied

Reporter:     Miah

I)iscussion:     Ijemon,   Soares,   Scharret,   Hodroff ,   Mccutcheon,   Winsten,
Hillson,   Manuel,  Vasquez,   Dixon,   rmrphy,   Bailey

Summary  of  Black  Struggle  Repol`t:     Miah

EP'B€yrfu::i:Lfi:;gr€:mLtT,eE
J£9±±  by  full  members

Fol`:     Unanimous

Io  approve  the .gener.al  line.. .of  the

Carried
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Special  Point

Motion  b Perez  for  PI.esidin Committee
Sage

To  send  the  following  mes-
(AI.gentina)

Dear  Comrades,

The  National  Committee  of  the  Young  Socialist  Alliance  meeting
in  New  York  City  July  4-7  sends  its  warmest  revolutionary  greetings

:£d°¥:  %i:t£:r%=8:n±3:::£¥it:h:eJ¥¥:n±:gb:::i:±:Sta  de  Avanzada ,
We  want  to  express  our  solidarity  with  your  struggle  against

E±3ege:=o=:::  3±t3&¥s6 om::3g: , a:£3E:±¥£E±&::±ow#±:Eo#az:dE:¥e=  the
leader  of  the  JSA,   are  blows  to  the  entire  world  TI`otskyist
movemento

worke¥:u:n8°;:E£:eg:o;i:±¥:dpy=::C±£%t±:nf:::h:o::a¥gg±ear::ntina
has  made  you  a  target  for  these  tel`rol.isij-  at;tacks  by  those  who
pl.of it  from  the  exploitation  and  oppression  of  working  people.

We  hail  youl`  initiative  in  mobilizing  thousands  of  high  school
and  college  students  in  pl.otest  of  the  murders  of  our  comrades.

Those  unit;ed  demonstrations  show  the  way  f ol.ward  f or  the
Argentine  masseso    A  united  front  of  all  working  class  organiza-
tions  and  tendencies  can  defend  the  I`ights  AI`gentine  workers  and
youth  have  won  through  their  massive  struggles.

IjoNG  IilvE  TEE   JUVENTUD   SOCIAljlsTA  I)E  AVANZADA!

IjoNG  IjlvE  TEE  PARTID0  SOCIAljlsTA  DE  Ijos  TRABAJADORES !

IjoNG  LIVE   THE   FOURTH   INTEENj.LTIONAlj!

ITational  Committee
Young  Socialist  Alliance

Carried

VIIIo      REPORT   ON  THE  YSA'S   FIGHT   FOR  DEMOCRATIC   RIGHTS

Repol`ter:     Dixon

Recessed   10:05  P.Mo

REC0ITVERED  SU"I)A¥,   JuljT  7,    1974   at   10:20  A.Ho

Motion  b Mirelowitz  f or  PI`esidin Committee:     That  Brdar  chair  the
sesslono

Carried
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IX.      ORGANIZATION  REPORP

Reporter:     Hildebrand

X®      FINANCIJEL  REPORT

Reporter:     Welch

X[a      ¥oURTG  SoC]AL]SP   REPoRP

-7-

Repol`ter:     Clark

Discussion  on  the  four  preceding  reports:     Harris,   Cabana,   Mauer,
Wattenmak-er,   Ijinder,   q}omasko ,

Recessed   1:30  P®Mo   -reconvened   3:00  P®Mo

ecial  Point;

Motion  b Perez  foI`  Presidin Committee
Omml ee0 Ocla

To  hear  greetings  from  the
rs  Pal`ty.

Carried

Greetings  presented  by  Jones

Ful`ther  discussion  on  pl`eceding  reports:     Roland,   Shangold,   Rashkind,
Slubowski,   Burfiend,   Coopel.,   Tabor

Motion  b Finkel  for  Presidin Committee
to  seven es  Per speaker  an

added  to  this  discussion  pel`iod®

That  speaking  time  be
that  fifteen minutes  be

Carried

Fur.ther  discussion  on  preceding  reports:     Rosenstock,   Johnston,
Fal`ley,   Libby,   Weisman,   Berman,   Miller,   Rodriguez,   Halverson,   Gotesky,
Ijieberman,   Jerome

of  OI`ganization  Report:     Hildebrand

-161E:i-=-Iz-:.T,i.5:es=g|EEn£#:Et-:-:-:

][9±± by  full  members
For:     Unanimous

Special  Point

Motion  b

To  appl.ove  the  genel.al  line  of  the
Orb s .

.Freiwirth  for  PI`esidin Committee :
message ameS armon :

To  send  the  f ollowing
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Dear  Comrade   Cannon,

The  National  Committee  Plemim  of  the  Young  Socialist  Alliance
meeting  July  4-7  in  New  Yol`k  City,   sends  you  its  warmest  revoluJ
tional`y  greetings®

Oi.i`r  plenim  enthusiastically  welcomed  the  publication  of  your
remarks  cn  "Youth  and  the  Socialist  Movement"  in  the  July-August
issuc,   oi`   +,he   Youn
your"   n:I,.rL}r   bo

Socialist.
oKs,   speec es'   and

This  interview  sol.ves  to  complement
panphlets  on  the  histol`y  of  the

Marxi£;-1,.  movement  in  the  United  States  --  a  I'ich  literature  that  has
played  silch  a  vital  role  in  educating  the  membership  of  the  YSA  in
the  fundamentals  of  TI`otskyist  politics.

B\?th  your  wr.itings  and  your  years  devoted  to  building  the
I`evcl'j.tionary  pal`ty  serve  as  a  griide  for  us  in  our  wol`k.     They
poi:i.i;  T'ile  way  forwar.d  for  cl`eating  the  leadership  needed  to  lead
the  wor-king  class  to  victory  in  this  country  and  around  the  worldo

The  four  days  of  our  plenum  have  been  marked  by  a  thol`ough  dis-.
cussiori  of  the  cul`I`ent  political  situation  and  the  tasks  that  are
posed  f ol`  the  YSA.     Khowing  that  internationalism  is  the  keystone
€£er:¥£:¥::o::gyd¥:.:=:::6ngeo:1::s:::t±:::£go¥Eep:::±8±E::±:£y::t
movement.     And,   at  the  salne  time,   the  plenun  decisively  acted  to
reaffil`m  the  Leninis
ciples  on  which  the :i democratic-centralist  organizational  prin-

A  has  been  gI`ounded  since  its  inception  --
principles  that  you  were  instl`umental  in  forging  into  an  insepal.a-
ble  part  of  our  movement's  heritage.

Concluding  our  deliberations  hel`e,   we  intend  to  go  fol`ward
in  building  the  Young  Socialist  Alliance  on  the  program  of  Leninisn
and  TI`otskyism.     The  spirit  with  which  we  cal`ry  out  this  task  is,
perhaps ,  best  captured  :¥.ysE:  E5£3::gy::in::5e±:nt€£±¥9::±ght,  theSocialist  intel`view:     "
mol`e     etermined  you  are  to  tl`7  to  'ulu-in  it  and  the  mol'e   confident  yor
are  that  the  human  race  will  s-LiiIT`rive.''

Long  live  the  Socialist  Worker.s  Party!

Ijong  live  the  Fourth  Intel`national!
National  Committee
Young  Socialist  Alliance

Carried

XIIo      CONVENTION   CAliL

Reporter:     Whicker

Motion  b Whicker  fol`  PI`esidin Committee :
Onven Seea

To  approve  the  draft
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Discussion:     Miller,   Berman,   Weisman,   Cooper,   I.iebel.man,  Welch,   miler

][9±± by  full  members
For :     Unanimous

Carried

Special  Point

Singing  of  the  Tnt;ernational

Adjourned



ORGANlzAEloN  OF  TEE  plmn7FT

Motions  fl`om  t;he  National  E3[ecutive  Cormittee :

i.     To  adopt  the  following  agenda:

Organization  of  the  Plenum
World  Movement  Reports
May  11  Referral  Repol`t.
Wol.ld  Situation  Report
Political  Report
The  YSA's  Fight  for  Democratic  Rights  Report
Black  Struggle  Report
OI`ganization  Repol`t
Financial  Reporttr            -      ,   I ,    ,SocialistYoun Report

To  appl`ove  the  schedule  as  written  (see  enclosed).

::::w::%h=rfi:±g:£ga28¥±:=%:e:o¥:£7#rg±:::tzpirp::6zT±#:±6y
Welch,   and  Whickero

That  consultative  delegates  be  local,   city-wide  and  I`egional
organizel`s  who  are  not  on  the  National  Cormittee®

That  obsel`vel`s  be  designated  repl`esentatives  of  the  Socialist

¥£gk:g:c:::tyede8=g:n±Zations  Of  our  intemational  co-thinkers ,
That  Loew  and  Thormton  be  the  plenun  secretaries.

To  adopt  the  following  rules  for  the  plenun:

a.     That  pl`ocedural  questions  be  decided  by  majol`ity  vote,  with
one  speaker  fol`.and.  one  against,  each  with  two  minutes.

C®

e®

That  consultative  delegates  have  voice  and  consultative
vote®

That  observers  have  voice  under  the  Wor.1d  Movement  Repol`ts®

That  discussion  pl`esentations  be  limited  to  10  minutes.

Tbat  in  any  discussion  period  no  one  may  speak  a  second
time  befol.e  each  person  desiring  i;he  floor  has  had  a  chance
to  speako



PROPOSED  PLENIM  SOREDULE

qhurda

2:30   -     2:45
2:45  -     3:45
3:45  -    4:45
4:45  -     6:15
6:15  -6:30
6:30  -     6:45

Frida

00
6:30

6:30  -     8:00
8:00  -     9:00
9:00  -10:00

Saturda

10:00  -
12:00  -
12:30   -
i:00  -
2:30  -
3:50  -
5:30  -
6:00  -

gF=p__d_a5rL_I_ULFT
10:00   -11:00
11:00   -11:30
11:30   -12:00
12:00   -     1:30

1:30   -     3:00
3:00   -     5:30
5:30   -     6:oo
6:00  -     6:30
6:30  -     7:00

OI.ganization  of  the  Plenum
World  Movement  Repol`t   -..IjpF

#:::Ssg2¥:in?±tL;Spa::;)IRE
Summary  -  IraS-ary - InF

May  11  Referral  Repobt
World  Situation  Report
Supplement
I)iscussion
Sunmal.y
Dinner.
Political
I)iscussion

aft  E:E:5t  on  For.LugaL

R?5oE:ups  total)

Discussion
Sumal.y
SWP  GI`eetings
Lunch
Black  Strug
Discussion i:eh::::5t
Surmal,y
lhe  ¥SA's  Fight  for  Democratic  Rights

Rebort

Organization  Repol.t
Financial  Report

11Socialist  Repol`t
our,i  total)

¥oun
1 scusslon

IJunch
DiscussionS-al.y
Convention  Call
Discussion



CALL   FOR   THE   FOURTEENTH   NATIONAL   CONVENTION

OF   THE   YOUNG   SOCIALIST  ALI.IANCE

The  National  Committee  hereby  calls  the  Fourteenth  National  Con-
vention  of  the  Young  Socialist  Alliance  to  convene  in  St.  Louis  on
Saturday,   December  28,   1974,   and  to  continue  through  five  days   (Sun-
day,   Monday,   Tuesday`and  Wednesday,   December   29,   30,   31  and  January
1'    1975).

The  following  is  the  initial  proposed  agenda  for  the  convention:

International  Reports
Political  Resolution
Political  Reports
Organization  Reports
Election  of  National  Committee

Pre-Convent ion  Discussion

Written  discussion  will  open  on  September  29,   1974,   90  days  prior
to  the  convention.    The  pre-convention  discussion  bulletin  is  open  to
all  YSA  members  on  the  subjects  listed  in  the  agenda  or  others  which
they  may  Wish  to  present  for  the  consideration  of  the  YSA.    All  mater-
ial  subtnitted  to  the  pre-convention  discussion  bulletin    must  be  re-
ceived  in  the  National  Office  no  later  than  December  7,   1974.

Local  membership  meetings  shall  be  arranged  for  oral  discussion
of  the  various  points  on  the  agenda  and  may  also  be  arranged  for  dis-
cussion  of  any  of  the  articles  submitted  to  the  pre-convention  discus-
sion  bulletin.

Convention  Assessment

A  convention  assessment  of  $8aoo  shall  be  levied  to  help  cover  the
expenses  of  the  convention,   the  payment  of  which  is  obligatory  for
every  membero

Basis  of  Re re s ent a t i on
i.   Representation  from  the  locals  shall  be  as  follows:   one  dele-

gate  for  the  f irst  nine  members  and  one  additional  delegate  f or  each
additional  nine  members  or  major  fraction  thereof   (five  or  more  con-
stituting  a  major  fraction).

2.   Each  local  having  five  or  more  members  is  entitled  to  a  voting
delegate.

3.   Delegates  are  to  be  elected  by  the  locals  in  accordance  with
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the  actual  number  of  members  in  good  standing  who  have  been  admitted

::o:h:s:::s:::::  tgc:::::::rt:5th':`9ZSA a::s¥¥:u,€=% F£:€,i:`±:i:I::n¥::=
tion  5),   "Any  member  more  than  oh`.e`,/month  in  arrears.  in.j'dues  `eeases  to
be  a  member  in  good  standing.     Cha|y  members  in  good`  5.t'an'ding`.may  vote
or  hold  of f ice  in  the  YSA.     Any  member  more  than  three.` .tnonths  in  ar-
rears  may  be  dropped  after  notification."

4.   Locals  organized  after  December  15,   1974,   are  entitled  to  send
fraternal  delegates  to  the  convention.

5.   Three  or  more  at-large  members  in  one  locality,   who  carry  out  I
jointactivities in  building  the  YSA,  are  entitled  to  elect  one  fra-
ternal  delegate,   subject  to  approval  by  the  National  Executive  Committe

6.   Members  admitted  to  the  YSA  after  December  15,   1974,   are  entit-
led  to  a  voice  in  the  local  discussion,  but  no  vote  on  resolutions  or
in  the  selection  of  delegates.

7.   Members  must  be  present  and  voting  in  person  at  the  meeting
where  voting  on  resolutions  and  the  election  of  delegates  takes  place.
The  only  exception  is  f or  members  whose  absence  is  f or  a  substantial
reason,   such  as  illness  or  work,   and  who  send  an  unambiguous  written
statement  of  their  positions  or  delegate  choices.

8.  Members  transferred  from  one  local  to  another  after  December
15,   1974,   must  vote  in  the  local  from  which  they  transferred.

ortional  Re resentation
Where  there  is  a  division  on  national  policy  within  a  local  unit,

election  of  delegates  in  the  local  is  to  be  on  the  basis  of  propor-
tional  representation.    Delegates  shall  be  elected  on  the  basis  of  a
vote  on  a  resolution  or  statement  made  in  writin and  submitted  to  the
local  unit  for  a  vote.    Abstentions  in  no  case  count  as  votes.

The  following  table  shows  the  modified  proportional  system  to
be  followed

Number  of
qualified
members  in
unit

5-13

14_22

23_31

32_40

41-49

if  a  division  occurs:

Total  number
of  delegates
the  unit  is
entitled  to

1

2

3

4

5

Minimum  number  of  those  voting*
for  a  minority  to  get:

I  Gel.            2  del.              3  del.

-**

I/3

1/4

1/5

1/6

.**

2/5

1/3


