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Alan  Jones
c/o  IMG

Deal`  Alan:

Revolutionary  Mar]cist  Committee
P.0.BOx   154.
Detroit,  Michigan
USA     48221

May   11,   1977

Fhclosed  i8  a~ letter  which  we  just  sent  to  a  group  in  Britain
called  the  Workers  Power  group.    Ijet  me  repeat  the  same  questions

!h€|§:;}¥:§g:i:§jii:;ii;:{§¥3;;:i:§§§i;i:t=:§i!¥8§;i:yii3fa§;:own
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other  hand,  ve  don't  want  to  do  anything  vhi
the  policies  and  orientation  of  the  IMG.    It

Cfo:i:Lshg:e:8::nat
be  very  helpful  for us  if  you  could  indicate  the  IMG's  attitude
toward  the  groups  With  Which  we  have  contact,   as  well  as  making
any  specific  recommendations  which  you  may  have.

communist  greetings ,
8Aric  OlBen
Erie  Ol8en
for  the `National  Counittee
EEC

ps.   ::ew#::i::a:,a:=i!::e|fi8k::u:: :: i:3
bulk  order  for  our  recent  Revolutionar
which  contains    `>ur  politi

uire  in this  letter  8s
ereBted  in  placin

Marxist  Pa

proposals.    A8  it  st8rlds,  the  "G  has  received  a  copy  of  tbis
document.  88  part  of  our  regular  exchange.    But  ve  thought  it

:3:±dtE: £i8::€ i€££e£°:fy:#etfe:b¥:: :fn#:e:M8fwE:e:r:°int er_
ested  could  easily  get  bold  of  them.

cc:   USFI
SUP   (US)



Wc`rkei`s   Power   Gi`oup
la  L`timberweJ.i  Grove
LONunt{  SE  5
Great  Britain

Revolutionary  Marxist  Committee
P.   0.   Box  13Li
I)etl'oit,   Michigan
USA          L822J.

~   Ntru  5.   Lg'17

Dear  coprades :

nut:1::±R£V::u:i:=¥o#n::8ts::¥:i:eL::e;t:::I::t£&:ea=§g:;:::i±:5t:¥¥Z:;i;i,

i¥erorw£##§h¥#i::a£:enL#:o§t¥§::§r#i#L§dgL:ii£:#::¥¥e9¥o¥#£#
ertd  pQlltics.    EncloBea  you Will  find  a  copy  of the moat  recezit  i6Bue  of.  our  publi~
catioq,  Revolution?ry
program ou.a basic " p.ri

Mdrxist
program a+Ld  p&sic  perepectiye8.

for:¥frg;I?v:#ir#€::;:i:p¥e±:et#:a:ec:::i:::h£::i¥k°##:yti:p:E:;cat
evolution and pout|ce,i outlook  of  our  tvyo  groupe.    Our `gro`xp,llko youre,' erlgLnated

PL±£g:±9 ' whlcb  ?uzngrizG9  our  peat  and  ?ttry£?  pup

as  an  expelled  faction  fron the  IS  milieu,  breckit}g vlth 'the  IS'®  ®€ononljp
parochiaLiap,  and  undenini8t  views' on prograp ap4 party-building. .  8on®

a+ticmlshitr
experienceB  to  yours  ultb  re6aLrd  to  the  Work.r8 right  groap yer®  eneouqtereS by  us
in  the  us  group,  the  Revolutlocery  Soc*all.tt'.Lengwi;  tlqi-pbt` BolthQVL6p,   kebder§hip

:::¥is¥;p¥:€t::e£:;1othu:n:::t::E=S:¥ettq:Y:##i::,a:Eroigrxp¥u#¥egr
a  Clear  and  §y8temtic  8tr&.tegy  foi.-recotistrrfetipg the  Fourap' Iqt6£natiatigl, '   hkq
yourselves,  *e  consider  oui.  evolution  &8' one  `of  drawing  cloqer  So  the. qrethgda  end
p+.ogran  of  Trotskyipm,  with,  however,  critieian8  of  LtB  currqu*  reHe4ent*t|v®a;'..\
I.ike  ]/iour.selves,  we  cori81der  the  St`alin|?t  eo,cietles itp be  Btote  caplfa}*ch.  , In

:;::;::#:;i::::§#;::;i:i::o:¥£f;C:¥:{8#:t€u:fr£3bu;t±i*eep#¥3:a:e;::en
J±`  we  have  grasped  col.rectly your.  outlook ®n  the  question  gf  party-bLildip5,  we

are  in  &greemeut  that  t}}e  role  of  a  pi.opega.nd&  group  et  t.Lii8  8b&ge  prigt  entail  an
a.. ienbation  t.  the  most  Bdyanced  workers,  Pl`6Sa5apd&  exphagizing  the  needs  ol`  t-[il-
must,  oppressed,   end  debate  aeiQ  coqpqn  yc>rk  With  lefbquovLnB  l`apic€l  cnd  e§pecia.++y . ~'+'+.a.:,dftylat  f9rce8  with  the  aim  o{`  ,cehievLnd> m`incipled  f`isione `an¢  reBi`ourment,a.
Wc  may,  however,  have  a  disagreement  as  to  what  coun'se  of  action  thif  outlook
must  lead  to..under  today's  conditions.    Of  c6becial  eQncern  to  us  in  tl`1s  regard
is  your  attitude  tourd  the  existing `l'rot6tryi.st  mo\'enent  euid  especially  the  United
S.jcretprLat  of  t.ne  t-ourth  Inbernatidngl.   'While  we  ecem  to  have  a  generally  similai`
apprai.§ai  of  the  USF|  (agr..eenenb  witii  tile  decisive  parts  of  the  legacy  ol`  'l'rotskyism
--e.g.,  importance  of  the  c-risia  of  leaLdership,  Perpanen.b  I.evolution,   col.e  pi`opo-

:i?|t::€ 3;F!n:nc:hgl:i:: : ::3|:I. ::a:f :og::i:;#¥u ;;e!:: sdii::8:::ge:lEew:5E|?.: evi ew
of  p`:1.n"ent  I.evo.-tut,ion  as  an  auti]maLic  pl.ocess  that  can  operat,e  tturou=h  petty
buur'geois  biurib  instl.iunenus),   we  may  ail.i.et'  un  the  appi`opi.iate  retsl`oupnen.  p.I.icy
t{j  adopt   tottial`ds   `.he  USJ`I  and  its  secLlons.     As  ela'oorabed  in  t{}ap  #.Ll,   oui`  a.`jup
believes  tri&t  pi.ihcipled  rusi`jns  amuns  `l'L`ouskyisT.S  ar.e  boLli
ifi   t`::is  pci.iud.     Wc  agi`ee  witli  thc!   see::ioii  or  your  Plati`...I.in
"`1`l-lti'   pi.incipl.c   lJj.tiluts   01.   uui.   p.Lati.u+.in.")   wliic:I   s`,a.`,es :

a dls-
fQrvprd
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"tl'..i.   a   1..cv`)l`|tLijnai`y   pal.Jy  ba.sod   .ii   a   I.,,£'{`tns..itiiiiia.i  p+.u,,I.aj'rmc   a,lid
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oi.t5a!iized  accordilig  to  tlle  pl`incipJ.es  of  democratic-centi`alism
--  ±`uJ.i  1`I.eedom  oj`  political  debate,   disciplined  unily  in  actioll.

I.`oi.  the  I.ecunstl`uctio.I  o£.  tile  J!`ourth  lnterlnLiona,i  on  tile  basis
oL`  all  inlei`natii)nal  tl.ansitiotral  pi`o€grame  and  a  democrat,ic-
cenl,ralist  pra,c:tice. "

And  we  agree  wit.h  your  last  plank,  which  sta,tes:
"We  ccjmit  ourselves  to  polemic,  deba,te  and  discussion  vlth  Other
tendencies  oi.  the  LeL`t  to  clarify the  political  dii`fe}.ences,  the
poasiDilitibs  of  joint  work,  and to .lay the  basis  for  a principled
regroupmeut  on  an  inberna.Lional  cod  national b&aL8."

{deg:¥:Vgi::a::£:o::I:::n:h:tor¥e£EqJ;:::;i::"::i°:u3:£€:)F:tFset±einBL:r:p
€apinge£3C#€£t#uprBa:::i:±±:€tr3::k¥£6g:t;S(#±:b¥#r!dr':# fpelon a,a  a

the  USFI  but  pi`eveuted  fron mBrtyevchip  ?A  +  fiectiop  du*`` to  r?aetLoz]ar]r
vith

fa:i:i£;#§S§:ii¥::::Ei:¥;#¥:E¥i!E+kE#i¥§¥Eg;#ioi:ji:::.
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E#¥b::c#g;i:;:€:5;o-

Wit,nput  fusionS  of `tiii8
ment  will  coatiz}ue  to
life  necessary for the poll
bon8tructiap  pf  ?  reyolu£1o
polit,ical  foundatioos.    Wlthq
5rotfilqri6tS utl|  contlrue  to  geder&te ,.'ridyTffr-6rgap+I
end  €ef tarianiem,  ana,u  groap  ol|]:$1Pp
etc.  --  el|  ®t  the  expense  of  A  a
nei`t,8  of  rBvglpblongry  }4arxiin  (
the  expeA8e  of  the'kind  ot.  Pqlitiq&}.9
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:il;h::i::i:::f¥n!i|¥bft¥¥!p#LE:::t*::#i¥iEL:;f:F¥£;:r:at
power.    Such  an .int,ornabloml¥:Fingfnglessolis  €Lnd  experience  oi` OurF&Fe:¥er#btiebqu#Lj:s¥e
Intei`pet,ional  aiid the  re-eleberatigp,.` gil Sb,?  L938 proisr&xp  of  the  FQurch
Iuternatiounl.
Wor.ders  Pover  does  nob  believe  Ouch  an  inb?}`national  party  exi6t€.    Nei-
ther  has .the  ncce6sary  prQgraqubic  vork been  comple'eea.    'l`ne  Fou`th  Inter-
r}ationai  needs  to  be  I.e-cre®l®a  around  a  I.e-elaborated  ti`an3ition&l  program
on  a .ciepiocratic-cei`tralisL  basis.

`ihis  pc>se§  -out  does  nob  answer  the  question  oL'  Lhp  int'el.I.rational.     What  practical
cciun.se  do  you  derive  i.ron  this  pLunic?    '1`he  jl..I  will  not  be  reconstructed  unless  today/'s'J.`I`o`.a.ryists  take  I.esponsibility  1'Qi`  making  it  come  about  thi'ourgiv  discussion  anci  debate

i,®t*#;ny::y|:-:..ge,dL:::i;:1::f:L#.bi::i:iE`Eg:tLLi?ht`:`:I.=in|'::::sl,¥:::n:I:STh`:z::i:n::
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bo:.h  insisLca  li}at  an  lnLej.`nal,ional  in  t,he  tl`adition  oi'  Leiiin  and  1`1`obsiv  still  had
to  bc  buiiL".     In  our  opinion,   this  s'uaLemenc  simply  misses  the  poilit.    Wnat  practicaJ.
sti..atecay  d3  you  propctse  for  building  tills  interJiat`iona.i?    And  wiiel.e  does  the  USFI
I..it   in`!uo  t`i.tis  sci`a..eev?     Wc  do  noL   think  it  is  eiiouch  to  a.im:ply.  "insis`J  against   tile
USFI"  that  an  inl,ei`national  in  ..he  ti.adilion  o+`  Lenin  and  '['roJ.sl``y  still  has  to  be
builu.    For  in  the  meaml,ire,   tile  USI``I  cont,inues   bo  exist,   it  is  wit,hout  quest,ion  ihe
oi`iy  viable  in[ei`n&tional  Ti.oLsnyis`t,  ol`ganization  of  any  sigriificance  in  the  w.ol`ld
today,   i'j  is  more  ancl  more  clearly  becoming  the  center.  of  regroupment  for  TroTs`nyiat
±`orcep,   i.I  is  gI`owing  rapidly,   ie  has  sections  in  sikey  countries,  eLnd,  more  ixportaLutly,
i`t  is  the  only  intei`na.tional  cul.renJ.  whicli. has  impoi.tant  sections  in  those  ccur}trie8
which  are  emer.Sing  in  this  period  a8  the  Pivotal  areas  of  the  class  sbru5gle  where
the  political  differences  within  the  ill.ot,skyist  movenent  can be  put  to  a  BeriouS  a,nd

5:;=t::rayt:£:.I.o:°:ha=t:£:::i::::a::¥:et£:£L::::::i::einth:dqfre:::#,::I:8t£:
pose  the  questiQp  in toe  Wrong weer  to begin wii;h.    For  our part,  while ve  beve  a

tg#f:::g¥}::afigi:t::i::i.g;:g:Ln:f::;:iEj¥b¥;#eb::::£¥:Iik£E:fQg:ri;i:::
beccme   I 'tbe"  intern.t*oriil,  and

I orgapL8&t|on quch  bee#em##::±€,t±±aioa!h:h&SF;a:£n::;:##.
this  Pqteutlul.  I

We  are  therefore  firmly  convinced  that  unleBa  a tendency  18 willing to  doip the
USFI  and work witbia  its  sectiona  in  a  loyal azid  diecLplined fashion  it  caunot  and

i;;::!£i:i:i;;#:,:¥¥;=::5e#¥;:bi::::ulgiTi#¥i;Ii!i:;!£¥:Y¥6*;:i,hitlond
result.    It. if  not  entirely  clear  to  u8  frau WP3  whut``yiour perBpectiv®  ±€.    But  it

fop::.=.iiibT::!:boy;ftyu:::::a::a:::::ieguw#Ei::i#:::38!ot:b=r#eo:;=oo=g=i|za-
tions.    That  i8  to  any,  your  perspective  i8  that  of  -long term indepen4ent  organiz®-

:i::I::::i:#::g::':f:#*T;a¥i:¥;i::gran:r=¥af;:=¥;ii:::E!:::t:¥P;:::ie:!=Iing
:u£::Su:nFi:rck:,enw:h:::i:;e|.:hura5::i:ri¥:o!:i:::8i::C:aTEi:a:::::mii::a=iE:r
today's  cor}d±,tio.ns,  ,  L`Q  malfe  such  an  attempt  outside  of  and  in  opposition  to  che  USFI
is,   in  our  opinion,I to  comic  the  cla€aic  mistake  which  I.etlin  inveii:;he4  againse  time

urn:p  over  the  head  ot`  tbe  vaLngunrq".     RegaLrdlBss  oi-  I,he
` mai}r  have  wit.b  the  USF`I,   it  is  at}sc)luLe±y  clear   --  a8   ,

an('i  a.Liain  of  attempting  to   "

#:.+.:free:::§±awHi;:r¥::
OrWei

tQ  name  just  one  e3ferrple,  demonstrat,e  recently  --  that  t,he
politioal  evolution  9f  the  USFI  is  the  pivot  of  the  strujgle  to  build tile  FourthInternational.    It  i8  ±`or  t,his  reason that  ve  think  thfLt  the  place  of  any  serious
tend?[Lcy  ls  within  the  USFI,  stru-±gling  t6  correct  the  political mistakes  oi`  the
USFI  on  a  democratic  ce.itralist,  b?sis  while  &t  the  sane  time  undertaking  loyal  and
dLS£:PFxpn::tr::P3¥:bi}#yti`:rsE*#}n±nthae::€:rngsi::t£:?±°=:u£:C£::n:;eiinte.
I.ested  in  pursuin:3  a  correspondence  wi-Lli  us  on  the  &`oove  oi.  alry  other  questions,   we
arc  eaisel`  to  do  so  so  long  as  we  rermin  an  independent  orga.nizatioi`.    Ai..er  i.usion,
the  RI¥#  wi:ll  cease  to  exist  as  an  independenc  ol.ganization  and  our`  con.espondcnce
•i./ilJ.  of  course  i;hencel.ol.th  be  I.efulated  by  the  noi`ms  ol.  the  SWP's  and  i.lie  US±`I's
democratic  cc-I`.cl.aiism.     In  t.ne  meautime,   please  undel.stand  that  copies  of  our.  corres-
pon(ience  ``Jitn  o'.her  tcnclencies  en.e  made  availaDlc  --  as  a  routine  cour.tesy  and  as
parL  o£`  the  process  of  consunma.ting  an.honest  a.nd  loyal  ±`usion  --to  i.he  SUP  and  tile
UnitL.d  See-i`eLai`iaL.     In  addi.uion,   we  ais(j  send  a,  copy  of  our.  correspondence  i..ritn
3.c.ii,ish   or`;aril:z.a.i,i.i>ns   t,   tfie   J:lfu.

I,'Jt-i   i...o`iLu   bi.   iliLc;I.c:ISLed  in   exchan.;ing   viL'``rs   tjn   aiJ.  aspt!cLs   oi.  yuul.   Politics   a.^d
c,`ITs.      vel`y   I;hut.try  i.fe  will  bci   pi.uOucin8  a  new  jt(3vOJ.ur,iolial.yMan`xist   Papers   dc;\roui`;d
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tu   Lhe  question  o[`  sLa.Cc  capitalism  aiid  tile  pi`olctariali  clict,atursliip.     'i`he  RI.Ps  which
we  have  ah.eaiur  produced  `i,}lu5  l`ar`  ci)vel.  a  wide  terrain:  questions  of  party-building,
tine  national  question,   Pot.i;ugal,  Ango.i.a,  the  black  libel`abion  s-lruggle  in  the  US,
Ci`ile,   quest.Lo!`s  oi`  lthrxist  economic   theory,   eLc.     Undci`  oLhci.  circumsltLnces,   we
wijuld  pl.opi)se  an  exchaiige  oi`  publications  witi}  you.     Ho`iJever,   since  we  do  not  expect
tu  I-L`maiii  an  inclependc`nt  organization  for  very  much  longer,   titis  would be  relati`ely
pointless.    Instead,  we  are  encoui`aging  our  cu"`ades  to  subscribe  to  your¢ubiicacion,
anu  we  wouJ.d  urge  you,   in  lorn,   to  order  a  bulk  cii-der  ol'  our.  publications  for  yo\ir
owri  meuters.    I  am  enclosing  a  list  o...  our  publications  ±`ol.  tha,t  purpose,   should  you
choose  to  do  so.

In  the  hope  that  you wiJ.i  respond  to  this  letter,  let  us  pose  to you a  few  ques-
tions  which you might  be  able  to  take  up brie±`ly.

i.    Ithat  do  you  See  as  your  course  of  further  evolution?
2.    ::::tt±: ¥8rGBi?inion  Of the USFIP    What  is  your  opinion  of  the  un,  tb? WSL

3.    Do you agree with  I.  Cliff `8  analysis  6f  State  capitalian?    If not,  could you

S:#;?:evyL:: ::i;::=e:±f:'::::::::; i:¥e:L#: #:t::±¥::e ;:pr[;L6i}?°f
hookirig  forward  to your  reply,

Colmunist  greetings,

2red7-
Fred  Lar8on,
fc>r  the  N3tiQnal  Comittee
Revoluti6nary Marxist  Cc"ittee

cc:     USFI
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