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POLITICAL   COMMITTEE   MEETING  No.    29,   Jul 8,1977

Present:     Barnes,   Berman,   Blackstock,   Breitman,   Garza,   Hawkins,
D.   Jenness,   Jones,   Lovell,   I.und,   Miah,   Sheppard,  Waters

Guests:       Clark,   Jaquith,   LaMont,   Reid

Chair:          Jones

AGENDA:         i.      NAACP   Convention
2.     Gay  Liberation
3.      RMC   Conference
4.     Control  Commission  Report  on  Detroit  Case
5.     Control  Colunission  Drug  Policy  Report
6.     World  Movement   Reports

i.       NAACP   CONVENTION
(Harris , Hart ,

Discussion

Mug a , and  Sedwick  invited  for  this  point.)

Sedwick  reported. `    (See   attached.)

2.       GAY   LIBERATION
Hildebrand,   Maggi , and  Wang  invited  for  this  point.)

LaMont  reported  on  activities  and  coalitions  across  the
country in  response  to  the  attack  on  the  rights  of  gay
people  and  on  perspectives  for  the  party's  work  in  this
area,

Discussion

Motion:     To  approve  a  probe  to  see  what  kind  of  national
fall  action  can  be  organized  to  defend  the  rights  of  gay
people .

Carried.

3.       EEC   CONFERENCE

Waters   reported  on  RMC  July  4th  weekend  conference   and
on  the  p roposal  to  publish  in  the  Discussion  Bulletin
the  RMC  fusion  statement  plus  other  material,   and  a
report  on  the   RMC  conference.

Motion:   To  recommend  to  the  opening  session  of  the
convention  that  we  seat fraternal  delegates  from  the
RMC,   elected  by  them  on  the  basis  of  the  same  ratio  as
branches  will  be  electing  regular  delegates.

Discussion
Carried .

(over)



4.       CONTROL   COMMISSION   REPORT   ON   DETROIT   CASE

±§=:  :::::a::?)written  report  of  Control  Commission.

5.       CONTROL   COMMISSION   DRUG   POLICY   REPORT

Barnes

Motion :

reported .

To  adopt  the  conclusions  and  general  line  of
the  Control  Commission  report  on   ''The  SWP's  Security
Policy  on  Illegal  Drugs,"  and  to  submit  it  to  the
Discussion  Bulletin  for  the  information  of  the  party
(See  Discussion  Bulletin  Vol.   35,   No.10.)

Discussion

Carried .

6.       WORLD   MOVEMENT   REPORTS
Baumann,   Foley,   Hansen, z,   and  White  invited  for  this  point.)

Ei;E§t::p:::::a::.trip  to  spain  to  cover  the  elections
Discussion

Sheppard  reported  on  National  Committee  meeting  of  the
Liga  Comunista   (Spain)   and  on  progress  of  fusion  in
Canada .

Discussion

ML!±±±  reported  on  convention  of  Liga  Socialista  in  Mexico.

Discussion

Meeting  adjourned.



REPORT   0N   THE   SIXTY-EIGHTH   CONVENTION   OF   THE   NAACP

By   Cathy  Sedwick

The  sixty-eighth  convention  of  the  National  Association
for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People   (NAACP)   was  held  in  St
Louis,   June  27-July  i.     The  major  political  proceedings   and
analysis  of  the  convention  were  reported  in  the  July  8,15,
and  22  issues  of  the  Militant.

What  I  want  to  do  with  this   report  is  give  comrades  an
idea  of  how  our  fraction  functioned  and  what  we  were  able  to
accomplish  at  the   convention  with  the   `'Full  Equality  Now"
statement  being  circulated  by  the  National  Student  Coalition
Against  Racism.

The  main  goal     of  our  participation  into  the  NAACP
convention  was  to  discuss  with  as  many  people  as  possible
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a  discussion  on  the  plenary  floor  would  be  impossible  be-
cause  of  the  bureaucratic  way  this  convention  was  run.     We
took  advantage  of  every  opportunity  we  could  to  have  a  discus-
sion  of  the  ideas  in  the  statement.    We  talked  to  people  in
the  hallways,  over  coffee,   and  anywhere  else  we  could.     The
workshops  became  the  main  way  for  us  to  speak  to  large  groups
of  people.     Supporters  of  the  statement  who  could  get  to  the
microphones  spoke  in  the  workshops  discussing  the  importance
of  the  Black  movement  having  a  national  conference  to  discuss
the  problems  it  faced  and  a  strategy  to  answer  the  attacks.

The  response  in  the  workshops   and  from  the  people  we
talked  to  was  very  encouraging.     The  ease  with  which  people
accepted  the  ideas  of  the   ''Full  Equality  Now"   statement  was
shown  when  a  shortened  version  of  the  statement  was  presented
to  the  resolutions  committee.    Thirteen  people  voted  for  this
emergency  resolution  to  be  presented  to  the  entire  convention.
The  NAACP  youth  also  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for  an
educational  campaign  around  South  Africa,  which  was  incorporated
into  a  much  milder  resolution  passed  at  the  convention.

NSCAR  was   able  to  make  many  new  political   contacts   among
both  the  adults  and  the  youth.     NSCAR  is  planning  to  send  out
a  letter  nationally  to  follow  up  on  the  discussions  with  these
individuals.     Iiocal  areas  will  also  get  a  list  of  any  contacts
which  were  made.

The  main  axis  of  the  SWP's   and  YSA's  participation  at  the
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movement.     Jon  Hillson  was   also  there  promoting  his  new  book,
The  Battle  of  Boston.   On  the  fourth day  of  the  convention  the

itant  Forum  sponsored  a  city-wide  talk  by  John  Hawkins  on"Which  Way   for  the  Black  Movement?"     In  the  workshops,   comrades
spoke  in  favor  of  the  ideas  expressed  in  the   "Full  Equality
Now"   statement.     Comrades  spoke   as  NAACP  members,   as   unionists,
and  as  socialists--and  we  received  very  good  responses.     It  is
also  important  to  note  that  no  red-baiting  whatsoever  took  place

(over)
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at  the  convention.

The  significance  of  what  we  were  able  to  accomplish  points
up  how  deep  the  crisis  of  leadership  in  the  Black  movement  is
today.     Many  people  came  to  that  convention  hoping  for  some
leadership  in  confronting  the  problems  facing  Blacks,  but  the
official  leadership  offered  more  of  the  same  dead-end  strategy
--lawsuits,  lobbying  Congress,   and  voting  for  "progressive
liberal"   Democrats.     We  were  the  only  ones  offering  any  clear
alternative  to  the  turn-the-other-cheek  philosophy  of  the  leader-
ship.     This  is  why  we  were  able  to  make  so  many  contacts.     It
is  important  to  note  that  most  of  the  people  we  talked  to  were
not  young  working  people.     A  whole  group  of  people   from  age  20
to   35  were  obviously  missing  from  the  convention.

For  local  areas  this  means  there  are  openings  for  us  to
draw  the  NAACP  into  action  or  to  support  actions  around  specific
issues.    We  will  want  to  contact  them  when  getting  endorsers
and  setting  up  coalitions  around  the  issues  of  affirmative
action,  busing,  South  Africa,   the  death  penalty,  eta.     The  re-
sponse  we  received  at  the  NAACP  convention  also  indicates  the
likely  response  we  can  expect  from  other  local  and  national
organizations  in  the  Black  movement.     They  face  the  same  dilemma
the  NAACP  has:   how  to  respond  to  the  government  offensive  against
Black  rights.    This  crisis  of  perspective  confronting  all  Black
organizations  provides  us  openings  to  raise  the  points  in  the
NSCAR  statement  as  well  as  our  overall  socialist  analysis  of
the  attacks  on  Black  rights.

We  will  be  continuing  this  discussion  at  other  conventions
of  the  national  civil  rights  organizations.     Specifically,  NSCAR
and  the  party  and  the  YSA w`ill  be  participating  in  the  upcoming
PUSH  convention,   July  20-23   in  Los  Angeles;   in  the  National  Urban
League  convention,   July  24-27  in  Washington,   D.C.:   and  in  the
Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference  convention  August  16-19
in  Atlanta,

At  the  party  convention  there  will  be  further  discussion  on
how  we  want  to  use  the  NSCAR  statement  and  deepen  our  political
discussions  in  the  Black  movement  on  strategy.



or.t   of   the   Cont-I.ol   Colrmlission   of   L-he   SWP

Submitted  July  8,   1977

On  April   5,   1977,   the  Political  Committee  of  the  Socialist-
Workers  Party  received  the  following  letter  from  Mac  Warren,
Detroit  local  ol.ganizel`:

"I,   as   a  member  of  the  Detroit  local,   Eastside  branch,
bring  charges  against  AI  Duncan  for  striking  Gloria  Swartz
on  April  2,   1977.

''1  recommend  that  the  I'olitical  Committee  take  jurisdic-
tion  over  this  matter."

On  April  5,   1977,   the  Political  Committee  of  the  Socialist
Workers  Pal`ty  passed  the  following  two  motions:

"(1)  That  the  Political  Committee  take  jul`isdiction  of
these  charges   and  refer  them  to  the  Control  Commission,   in
accordance  with  Article  VI,   Section  1  of  the  pal'ty  constitution.

"(2)  To  designate  Willie  Mae  Reid  as  the  fifth  member  of
the  Control   Commission."

Article  VI  of  the  SWP  Constitution  is   as  follows:
''Section  1.   A  Control  Commission  of  five  members   shall  be

elected  as  follows:   the  Convention  shall  elect  four  members   and
the  fifth  member,   who  shall  be   a  member.  of  the  National   Committee,
shall  be  designated  by  the  National  Committee.     The  Control
Commission  shall  have  full  authority  to  investigate  any  individual
or  circumstance  which  it  may  deem  necessary,   and  shall  have
power  to  delegate  any  of  its  authority  to  I`epl.esentatives.

"Section  2.  The  Control  Commission,   on  completion  of  its
investigation  in  each  case,   shall  present  its  findings  and
recommendations  to  the  Political  Committee  for.  action.     Action
shall  be  taken  by  the  Political  Comlnittee,   or  by  the  National
Committee,   in  those  cases  referl.ed  to  it  by  the  Political
Committee.

''Section  3.   In  those  cases  where  the  Contl`ol  Commission  finds
it  necessary  to  intervene,   its  authority  shall  supersede  any
local  investigation  or  trial.

''Section  4.   It  shall  be  obligatol'y  on  evel`y  member  of  the
'Party  to  furnish  the  Control  Commission  or  its  authorized
I`epresentatives  with  any  infol.nation  they  may  require. "

The  Control  Colnmission  is   composed  of  the  following  five
comrades:   Wayne  Glover,   Helen  Scheer,   Kipp  Dawson,   and  Larry
Stewart,   elected  by  the  1976  SWP  National  Convention,   and
Willie  Mae  Reid,   designated  by  the  SWP  Political   Committee  on
April   5,1977,   in  accordance  with  Article  VI,   Section  1   of  the
constitution.
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On  April   5,   1977,   the  following  let-ter  was  sent  to  Wayne
Glover   and  Kipp  Dawson  from  Willie  Mae   Reid:

"This  is  to  confirm  your  phone  conversations  with  Malik
[Miah].     To  facilitate  the  Contl`ol  Commission  investigation  of
the  charges   against  AI  Duncan,   it  is  proposed  that  Helen,   Ijarry
and  myself  be  authorized  to  conduct  t.he  investigation  for  the
Contl.ol  Commission  as  its  representatives.

"Article  VI,   Section  1  of  the  party  constitution  states
that  the  Control  Commission   'shall  have  power  to  delegate   any
of  its  authority  to  repl'esentatives. '

"Naturally,   we  would  keep  you  fully  informed  as  our  in-
vestigation  proceeds,   and  if  it  seems  necessary  we  would  pro-
pose  getting  the  entire  commission  together.    We  would  solicit
your  agl`eement  on  any  I`ecommendations  to  the  Political  Committee
we  think  advisable  to  make..

"Please  confirm  I.ight  away  your  agreement  to  this  pro-
posal . "

A  letter  of  confirmation  from  Wayne  Glover  was  received
by  Willie  Mae  Reid  on  April  14-,   and  oral   confirmation  from
Kipp  Dawson  on  April  6.

Evidence  Examined

Lal.ry  Stewart,   Helen  Scheer,   and  Willie  Mae  Reid  conducted
the  investigation  with  a  series  of  meetings  on  Apl`il  7,   8,   and  9
in  Detroit.     We  interv.iewed  each  of  the  eight  member.s  of  the
Detroit  Local  Fkecutive  Committee,   one  by  one,   plus  Thabo  Ntweng
(B.R.  Washington),   and  Glol`ia  Swartz.

In  conducting  our  investigation,  we  wel`e  guided  in  particu-
lar  by  the  following  documents:

I.  The  Constitution  of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party.

2.   "The  Organizational  Character  of  the  Socialist  Workers
Par.ty,"   adopted  by  the  1965   convention  of  the  SWP.      (See  the
Education  for  Socialists  Bulletin  bearing  the  same  title.)

These  documents  set  forth  the  fundamental  organizational
principles  of  the  Socialist  Workers  Pal`ty.

In  our  investigation,   the  Control  Commission  heard  oral
I`eports  from  Mac  Warren,   I)etroit  local  organizer;     Marty  Pettit,
YSA  local   ol.ganizer;   and  Thabo  Ntweng,   Detroit   LEO  member  who
has   since  transf erred  to  Cleveland--all  in7ho  wit-nessed  the  attack.

We  had  discussions  with  AI   Duncan   and  Glor`ia   Swartz.     In
addition,   we  talked  to  the  remaining  five  LEO  members,   Nan
Bailey,   Robin  Maisel,   Meg  Hayes,   Don  Bechler,   and  Rachele  Fluit.
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Evaluation

The  imf ol`mation  colnrades   gave  to  the  Control   Commission
was  based  on  the  part  of  L-he   attack  they  witnessed  or  the
general  information  they  had  about  the  physical  violence  in
the  relationship  between  Duncan  and  Swartz.     Our  findings,
in  summary,   are  repol`ted  as  follows.

No  one  contested  the  f act  that  AI  Iinncan  attacked  Gloria
Swartz,   his  wife,   at  the  end  of  a  party  social,   Saturday  night,
April  2.     The  violence  erupted  without  warning.     Thel`e  had  been
no  loud  argument.     Swal`tz   and  Duncan  were  talking  when  suddenly
Duncan  pushed  Swartz,   hurling  her  act.oss  the  room.     After  being
I`estl.aimed  he  rushed  downstairs   and  into  a  crowd  of  people  to
continue  the  attack  on  Swartz.

Thabo  Ntweng   and  Mac  Warren  followed  Duncan  outside   and
tried  to  again  prevent  him .from  striking  Swartz.     Duncan  broke
Ntweng's  hold.     Ntweng  fell,   hit  his  bead,   and  lost  conscious-
ness  for  a  few  minutes.     Warren  finally  pulled  Duncan  away.
Ntweng  regained  consciousness   and  helped  to  dispel`se   everyone
and  end  the  fight.

Everyone  we  spoke  to  was   aware  that  Ifuncan  had  attacked
Swartz  once  before  at  the  1974  YSA  convention  in  St.   Louis.     He
knocked  hell  out.     She  was  taken  to  a  nearby  hospital   emergency
room  for  obsel`vation.     When  she  retul`ned  to  the  hotel,   two  white
male  comrades  were  assigned  to   accompany  her  during  the  day.
At  night  she  stayed  with   a  Black  woman  comrade.

Mike  Kelly,   the  Detroit  organizel'  at  the  time,   Ntweng,
other  Black  comrades,   and  some  YSA  members  had  all  had  discus-
sions  with  Duncan  about  this  incident.    But  no  official  action
was  taken.     Women  comrades   also  talked  to  Swartz  then,   but   she
had  no  clear  understanding  of  the  party's  view  of  violence  as  it
related  to  hell  situation  or  even  her  rights  as  a  coml.ade.

In  our.  discussion  with  Swartz,   it  was  plain  to  see  that
she  saw  her  relationship  with  Duncan  as  equivalent  to  that  of
a  couple  even  though  they  agreed  to  live  separately  foli  pel`-
sonal  reasons.     Duncan  felt  these  incidents  of  violence  were
a  matter  of  personal  disagl`eements  between  him  and  his  wife.
He  initially  accepted  the  party's  intervention  only  because  the
incident  had  happened  in  public.

Diincan  is  recognized  in  Detroit   as   a  leader  by  both  the
membership  and  the  leadership.     He  had  been  elected   a  second
time  to  the  LEO  with  a  high  vote.     He  had  also  been  unanimous-
ly  chosen  to  be  the  candidate  for  mayor.

Everyone  we  talked  to  said  Duncan  had  made   a  positive  turn
in  his   development  beginning  with  John  Hawkins's   assignment   as
local   organizer  in  Detroit.     They  were  worried  about   Duncan.
They  saw  this  incident   as   a  personal  thing  between  Duncan  and
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his  wife.     But   they  also  wanted  the  party  to  take   some   action  be-
cause  it  was   sel'ious.     No   one  felt   Duncan  should  be   expelled.
Warl`en  f elt   censure  was   sufficient   and  maybe   a   transf er  should
be   recommended.     Bechler  felt   that   suspension  for  six  months  was
t;he   correct   solution.     Most   LEO  members   had  mixed   I`eactions   on
whether  or  not   Duncan  should  still  be  the  mayoral   candidate--the
campaign  had  not  been  officially   announced.

With   the   exception  of  Nan  Bailey   and  Rachele  Fruit,   no  one
seemed   conscious   of  Swar.tz,   as   a   comrade   or   a  person.     Other  fe-
male   comrades   talked   about   "Gloria,   the  victim."     Male   comrades
mentioned  her,   when  asked,   as  incidental  to  the   attack.     Fluit
was   concel`ned   about  how  the  party  could  develop  Swartz   if  no   sel.-
ious   action  was  taken  on  this  matter.     Fruit  was   also  concerned
about  the  party  ability  to  recruit  f eminists  if  our  attitude  on
violence  between  Duncan   and  Swal.tz  was   one  of   "hands   off ."

Several  things  contributed  to  Duncan's  attack  on  Swartz   as
revealed  in  the  discussions--their  per.sonal  problems,   the  pres-
sures  of  organizing  and  helping  to  lead  a  pal`ty  local,   the  inevi-
table  frictions  when  comrades   are  learning  to  work  together  as
a  team,   the  challenge  of  developing  Black  leadel`ship  city-wide.
But  Duncan's   attitude  toward  his  wife  stood  out.     We  found  that
he   had   a   pl`oblem   accepting  women   coml`ades   as   equals   and  working
jointly  with  them  in  an  assignment.     In  addition,   his  work  habits
indicated  that  he  assumed  he  had  to  be  available  full  time  for
party  assignments  in  order  to  be  a  revolutionary.     It  seemed  he
counterposed  wol`king  steadily  to  being  a  party  leader,   without
having  discussed  this  idea  with  the  rest  of  the  leadership.

While  Duncan  is  seen  as   a  leader,   he  is  known  to  have   a  hot
temper..     He  sometimes  uses  very  abusive  language  in   an  al.gument.
Ijeading  Black  comrades  in  Detroit  over  the  last  year--John  Hawkins,
Thabo  Ntweng,   and  Mac  Warren--have  worked   closely  with  Duncan  to
help  him  see  the  contl`adiction  in  his  personal   actions   and  his
political   commitment.

arison  With  the  Musheer  Fardan  Case

The  Contl`ol   Commission  had  been  activated  once  before  since  the
last  convention,   for  the  Fardan  case  in  New  Orleans.   (See  attach-
ment  to  Political   Committee  minutes   of  November  24.,1976.)     Both
cases   centel`ed  on  the  use  of  physical  violence  by  one  comrade
against   another.   Both  cases   involved  male  comrades   stl`iking  I emale
comrades.     Both  times  the  male   coml`ades  wel`e  Black   and  violence
was  used  to  settle  a  personal  disagreement.     'l'hese  are  the  simi-
larities.

The  differences  in  the  two   cases   are  more  important.     The
key  is  the  cliff erence  in  the  comrades  involved  as  well   as  the
two  situations.     The  Control  Commission  investigation  of  the
Fardan  case  revealed  a  pattern  of  violent  behavior  that  I`emain-
ed  unchanged  from  the  date  Fardan  joined  the  Inovement   in  Boston
in  1975  until   the  RTew  Orleans   incident   in  197C-,.     Fardan  had  phy-
sically  assaulted  sever'al  comrades   at  different`,   times.     Further-
more,   Fardan  demonstrated  that  he  was   incapable  of  understanding
the  error  in  the  way  he  functioned  in  the  party  so  that  he  could
correct  it.
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As   t-he   Control   Commission  report   submitted  November  18,
19r/6,   states:   ''In  our  investigation  we  further  discovered  that-
Far.dan's  overall  functioning  in  the  party--independent  of  his
use  of  physical  intimidation  and  sexist  remarks--also  showed  a
dangerous  and  a  total  lack  of  understanding  of  the  party's  con-
stitutional  and  organizational  principles .....His  series  of  vio-
lent  confrontations,   his  dishonesty  concerning  petitioning,
his  unserious   attitude  about  party  and  movement  finances,   his
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org.anizational  principles. "

The  totality  of  Fardan's  behavior  could  only  have  been
brought  to  light  through  an  investigation  by  an  authoritative
national  body  of  the  party  assigned  that  task.     As  James  P.   Cannon
put  it  in  a  letter  to  Reba  Hansen  in  1960,   it  is  only  the  Control
Commission--elected  by  and  I`esponsible  to  the  highest  body  of  the
pal`ty,   the  convention  delegates--that  can  pl'ovide  the  maximum
assurance  that   any  individual  party  member,   accused  or  rumored
to  be  unworthy  of  party  member.ship,   will  be  guaranteed  the  fullest
investigation  and  fairest  heal`ing  or  tl.ial.     The  facts  in  Fal'dan's
case  dictated  that  the  only  course  of  action  was  complete  separa-
tion  from  the  party--expulsion.    His  resignation  eliminated  the
necessity  for  the  expulsion.

Duncan  functions  in  the  party  completely
Detroit  leadel`ship  sees  Duncan  as   a  serious   comrade,

The
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in  his   assignments,   loyal,   and  committed  to  building  the  party
in  Detroit.     I)uncan's  hot  tempel`,   his   acts  of  physical  violence
against  Glol.ia  Swartz,   show  that  he  has  the  potential  for  violence,
but  he  has  not  generalized  its  use  in  the  movement.

Recommendation

The  Control  Commission  felt  that  it  was  important  to  make
Duncan  completely  awal.e  of  the   seriousness   of  his   act.     We  want-
ed  to  make  sure  that  Duncan  fully  understood  that  physical  vio-
lence   against  other  comrades   or  women  who   are  not   comrades  is  in-
compatible  with  membel`ship  in  the  party.     We  did  not  f eel  that
Duncan  should  be  removed  from  party  membershi5T fflEh  this  in
mind  we  decided  to  recommend  that  a  stl.ong  warning  would  be  suf-
ficient--a  wal'ning  with   "teeth."    This  sel`ves  the  purpose  of  forc-
ing  I)uncan  to  bring  his  personal  actions  in  line  with
the  political  progl.am  to  which  he  agrees.     We  decided   also  that
some  of  the  problems  the  Detroit  leadel`ship  faced  could  be  help-
ed  if  they  had  the  opportunity  to  work  together  on  an  extremely
crucial  pl`oblem.     We  felt  that  the  question  of  Duncan's   candidacy
for  mayor  fit  this  category.     The  team-building  pl`ocess   already
started  in  Detroit  would  be  stl`engthened  if  they  had  to  think  out
together  the  candidate,   the  chal`acter  of  the  campaign  to  run,
or  whether  or  not  to  run  a  campaign.

Our  recommendation  was:
i)  For  the  Political  Committee  to  c.ensure  AI  I)uncan  with  the
warning  that   a  repetition  would  mean  expulsion,   and
2)  That   the  question  of  Duncan's   candidacy  be  left  up  to  the
Det.roit  leadership  in  consultation  with  the  Political   Committee.
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This   recomlnendation  was   adopted   by   the  Political   Commit-tee
on  April   20,   1977.

Our  Polio on  Violence   in  the  Worker.s  Movement

Most   comrades  understand  the  party's  principled  position
against  violence  in  the  workers  movement.     Our  rich  history  of
applying  this  principle  in  practice  over  and  over  again  has  made
it  possible  to  transmit  our  policy  of  c)pposition  to  violence  in
the  movement   to  the  entire  membership.

The  mountain  of  evidence  uncovered  thl`ough  our  lawsuit
against  the  goverurnent  is  furthel`  proof  that  allowing  violence  to
be  introduced  into  internal  relationships  disrupts  and  destroys
progressive  movements.     FBI  documents   show  that  the  Counterintel-
ligence  progl`ams   (C0INIELPRO)  utilized  a  policy  of  instigating  and
using  violence  in  the  Black  movement,   antiwar  movement,   the  women's
movement,   and  the  left  in  an  attempt  to   "expose,   disrupt,   misdirect,
discredit,   or  otherwise  neu.tralize"  movements.

The  Detroit  case  demonstrated  the  need  to  expand  the  under-
standing  of  the  membership  on  our  policy.     Thel`e  was   confusion
on  sevel`al  questions  that  probably  reflects  confusion  nationally.
Coml`ades  were  not  sul`e  if  it  is   acceptable  to  use  physical  vio-
lence  to  settle  personal  differences  as  opposed  to  political
differences.     Is  violence  between  individuals  different  if  it  is
violence  "within  the  family"?    And,   does  saying  that  it  is  not  dif-
ferent  mean   "interfel`ing  in  the  pel`sonal   affail`s"  of   coml.ades?

Our  opposition  to  violence  in  the  wol`kers  movement  gI`ows
out   of  oul`  goal  of  building  an  effective  combat  party.     There  must
be   an   atmosphere  where  ideas  flow  freely,   whel`e  disagreements   can
be  expressed  without  fear  of  physical  I.etaliation.     Not  only  can
the  most  eff ective  plan  of  action  be  identified  that  way,   but  the
binding  effect  of  the  decisions  made  will  gual`antee  implementation.
The  unity  in  action  essential  in  f acing  the  class   enemy  again  and
again  is  thereby  maximized.

Party  norms  flow  from  the  same  considerations.     We  have  the
task  of  ol`ganizing  the  revolutionary  combat  party  that  must  lead
the  workers  to  take  power  from  the  ruling  class  in  the  United
States.     Our  pl`ogram  and  practices  flow  from  the  need  to  construct
a  cohesive   and  disciplined  combat  organization  that  must  clef eat
the  ultimate  violence--that  is,   the  fascist  gangs  that  will  be  set
in  motion  by  the  most  vicious   and  most  powerful  ruling  class  in
history.

We  train  the  working  class  in  Marxist  politics  by  winning
them  to  accept  our  program  through  activity.    We  also  train  our
class   to  be  disciplined  when  we'win  them  to  our  party  norms.
We  must  be  organized  to   effectively  combat  violence  because  vio-
lence  is   always  used  against  our  class.     Any  fl'ee-lancing,   in-
cluding  in  self-defense  initiatives,   would  be  disastrous.    Within
that  context,   the  part;y's  established  position  of  opposition  to
any  form  of  violence  in  the  workers  movement  is   applied  to  the  use
of  violence  to  settle  differences  or  disagreements  in  the  party,
whether  or  not  they're  political  or  personal.     The  acceptance  of
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internal  violence,   however  limited,   poses   a  serious  threat  to  the
functioning  of  the  revolutionary  party.     'I`he  fear'  of  physical  I`e-
taliation  would  cut   across  free,   open  exchange.     Without   demo-
cracy,   our  ability  to  respond  publicly  as  a  centralized  unit  would
be  weakened.     Centralism  without   democracy  is  forced  discipline
that  would  sound  the  death  knoll   of  the  pal`ty.

Fol`  that   reason,   there   can  be  no   escape  hatch  fliom  party
norms  for  any  comrade.     The  individlal  decision  to  accept  the

olitical   pr`ogram  and  become  one  important  pal`t   of   the  more
mportant  whole  includes  deciding  to  accept   changes   in  personal
abits.     Taking  the  initiative  to  make  the  necessal'y  changes

is  part  of  implementing  the  unconditional  loyalty  that  member-
ship  implies.     Anything  less  is  hypocritical  and  cannot  be  tol-
erated  by  the  party.

Violence  in  Personal  Relationshi

The  decision  made  in  Thincan's   case  does  not   set   a  precedent
in  dictating  the  personal  life-styles  of  comrades.     To  the  contrary,
if  anything,   we  are  moving  in  the  opposite  direction.

The  rise  of   the  women's   movement   has   exposed   and   educated
about  the  depth  of  the  brutality  used  against  women  by  men.     The
women's  movement  has  launched   a   campaign  of   education   and  resis-
tance  to  this  pl`actice  that  is  having  an  impact  on  the
society.     As  the  vanguard  of  the  wol'king  class,   we  welcome    this
changing  consciousness   and  want  to  help  lead  the  way.

The  Detroit  case  provides  the  pal'ty  with  the  opportunity  to
take   cognizance  of  the   changed   attitude  toward  women  and   among
women  on  the  acceptance  of  wife-beating.     It  is  important  for  the
membership  to  understand,   just   as  we  understand  other  .pal'ty  norms,
the  party's  opposition  to  violence  as  it  applies  to  wife-beating
ol`  spouse-beating,   even  when  it  occurs   ''in  private."

While   any  case  of  violence  should  be  handled  on  the  basis
of  the  individual  facts,   we  must  be  clear  that  oul`  policy  is
unconditional  opposition  to  spouse-beating  by  comrades  whether
both  al.e  in  the  movement  or  only  one  is  in  the  movement.     This
fol`m  of  violence  is  incompatible  with  membership  in  the  I`evolution-
al`y  party.     We  cannot  stand  for  one  thing  in  our  pl`ogram  and  act
in  a  contral`y  way  without  appearing  as  untrustworthy  hypocrites
and  losing  the  confidence  of  the  working  class.

Our  Conclusion

A  self-acting  party,   a  political  pal'ty,  held  together  volun-
tarily  by  loyalty  to  progl`am,   where  decisions  made   are  physically
binding  on   every  member,   functions  best  when   each  inembel`  has   the
opportunity  to  decide  for  themselves  how  they  must   conduct  them-
selves   as  party  members.     The  Control   Comlnission's   I.ecommendation
in  Duncan's   case  was  intended  to  influence  him  politically  to  make
the  change  in  his  personal  habits  that  are  incompatible  with  party
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melnbership.     We   lTelt   we   could   lnake   this   reco]uniendation  because
we  felt   Thincan  could  be  politically  influenced,   unlike  Fardan  in
New   Oi'leans,   to  make  that   change.

Action   `l`akcm

Excer'pt.s  from  the  minutes  of  the  Political  Colmittee  meetings
that  dealt  with  the  Duncan  case   are   attached.      (April   5,   Apl.il  17,
April   20,   April   28,   and  May  13,1977.     See  Appendix.)

In  an  extended  discussion  on  April  12,   1977,   Willie  Mae
Reid  and  Larry  Stewart  informed  Thincan  and  Swartz  of  the  Control
Commission's   conclusions   and  the  recommendation  to  be  made  to
the  Political  Committee.

On  April   20  the  Political  Committee   accepted  the  recommenda-
tions   of  the  Control  Commission  and   adopted  the  following  motion:

"To   accept  the  recommendations   of  the  Control   Commission  to:
(i)   censure  AI   Thincan;   (2)  warn  him  that   any  I`epetition  whatso-
evel`  by  him  of  violent   acts  within  the  movement  is  incompatible
with  continued  membership  in  the  party;   (3)   I`efer  to  the  Detroit
leadership  all  ful`ther  decisions  on  assignments  for  AI  Duncan
including  those  connected  with  the  upcoming  Detroit  mayoralty
campaign. "

On
letter

the  incident  described  by  Pat  Wright  in  her
Committee  occurred.

On  Apl`il  25,   Willie  Mae  Reid  and  John  Hawkins,   on  behalf  of
the  Political  Committee,   had  an  extended  discussion  with  Duncan
during  which  he  indicated  that  the  Political  Committee's  censure
was  probably  a  moot  point  since  he  had   attacked  Swal.tz   again.

On  Apl`il  28,   the  Political  Committee  received  the  letter
from  Pat  Wright  and  adopted  the  following  motion:

''To   assign  Hawkins  to  meet  with  comrades  involved  and  if
facts   al`e   as  indicated,   to   ask  AI  Duncan    to  resign  from  the  party."

On  May  5,   Duncan  resigned  from  the  SWP.     A  copy  of  his  letter
of  resignation  is  attached.

Two  points   al`e  important  to  note.

Fil`st,   during  the  discussion  with  Willie  Mae  Reid  and  John
Hawkins   on  Apl`il  25  it  became  clear  that   Duncan  had  not  been
conscious  of  the  fact  that  he  could  not  beat  his  wife  and  stay  in
the  party,   that  it  was  an  act  of  violence  that  was  incompatible
with  membel'ship.     As  the  discussion  progressed,   Ifuncan   admitted
that   "I  didn't  know  how  serious  this  was."     Following   a  report
the   same  day  to  the   Detroit  Local   hicecutive   Committee,   Duncan
told  Wal`ren  he  thought  he  sho`ild  resign.     i`ievel'al   days   later  he
changed  his   mind.



--9--

'I`he  second  important  thing  to  note  was  the  political  leader-
ship  role  of  Black  comrades  with  whom  Duncan  consulted.     While
trying  to  make  up  his  mind  what  to  do,   Duncan  called  other  Black
comrades  both  in  Detroit   and  in  New  York  City.     His   attitude  was
that  he  was  being  victimized;   that  the  facts  were  different
from  WI`ight's  descl`iption;   that   Swartz  would  not   agl`ee  with
Wright's  version;   and  that  he  would  demand  a  tl`ial.     It  is  clear
he  was  tl`ying  to  organize  Black  coml.ades  to  support  his  position.

Duncan  found  no   support   among   the  Black  coml`ades   whom  he
called.     Instead  he  was  told  that  he  was  trying  to  circumvent
the  facts  and  finally  that  this  also  was  disloyal.    Further
discussions  with  Hawking,   Ntweng,   and  other  Black  comrades   con-
vinced  Duncan  to  resign.     Duncan  said   he  would  continue  to
work  with  the  party  as  a  supporter,   and  that  his  goal  was  to  re-
apply  for  membership  at   a  later  date.

Swartz  was  initially  confused  by  the  action  taken  against
Duncan.     She  f elt  it  was  too  harsh.     She  did  admit  that  she  felt
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sonal   or  f amilial  fl`alnewol`k;   and  4-)   any  use  of  violence  by  men
against  women,   are  all  incompatible  with  member.ship  in  the  party.
At  the  end  Swartz  was  convinced  that  the  action  taken  was   correct.
She  f elt  that  the  party  had  helped  her  to  gI`ow  and  she  wanted  to
stay  in  the  party  and  become  a  revolutionist.

At  the  May  4  city-wide  membership  meeting  in  Detl`oit,   Hawkins
I`eported  the  Political  Committee's   action  in  the  Duncan  case.
There  was   a  thorough  discussion  and  no  disagreements  were   expressed.



APPENDIX (a)

Excerpts  fl'om  the  minutes  of  the  Political  Committee  meetings
that  dealt  with  the  Duncan  case:

April   5,   1977

DETROIT   CHARGES

Barnes I.eported  receiving  the  following:

Apl`il   5,   1977

To  the  Political  Committee  of  the  Socialist  Workers
Pal`ty :

Deal`   Comrades,

I,   as   a  membel'  of  the  Detroit  local,   Eastside
branch,   bring  charges   against  AI  Thincan  for  stl`ik-
ing  Gloria  Swal`tz  on  April  2,   1977.

I  recommend  that  the  Political  Committee  take
jurisdiction  over  this  matter.

Comradely,

/ rs /   ITfrf3 WElrlc5n

Motion:     That  the  Political  Committee  take  jul`is-
diction  of  these  charges  and  I'ef er  them  to  the
Control  Commission,   in  accordance  with  Article  VI,
Section  1  of  the  party  constitution.

Discussion

Carried.

Motion:     To  designate  Willie  Mae  Reid  as  the  fifth
member  of  the  Contl.ol  Commission.

Discussion

a al`ri ed .

April  17,   1977

CONTROIj   COMMISSION   REPORT

S3=#€3nt   GL°Ver.   Reid.   Scheer,   and  Stewart   invited  for  this

R_e±±  reported  on  Control  Commission  findings



(b)
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mittee  minutes  of  April  5,1977.)

Discussion

reed:     To  schedule  another  meeting  of  the
1 cal  Committee  on  Apl`il  20  to  finish

di s cus s i on .

coNTRolj  comlssloN  REloRT
(I)awson,   Reid,   and  Stewart  invited  for  this  point)

Discussion  continued  from  April  17  Political  Committee  meeting.

Barnes:     To   accept  the  recommendations  of
ssion  to:      (1)   censul.e  AI  Duncan:

Motion  b

(2)  wal`n  him  that   any  repetition  whatsoever  by
him  of  violent  acts  within  the  movement  is  incompatible
with  continued  member.ship  in  the  party;   (3)  refer
to  the  Detroit  leadel`ship  all  further  decisions  on
assignments  for  AI  I)uncan  including  those  connected
with  the  upcoming  Detroit  mayoralty  campaign.

Motion  b BI`eitman:     To   amend  the   recolrmendation
ssion  by  recommending  to

the  Detroit  leadel`ship  that  AI  Duncan  not  be
the  party's  candidate  for  mayor  in  the  upcoming
election.

Vote  on  BI`eitman  motion:     i  for
12  against

I)efeated.

Vote  on  Barnes  motion:        12  for
i  against

Carried.

Motion  b Barnes
asslgnlng  a

I)o  ref er  to  the  Secretariat
repol`ter  fl`om  the Political  Com-

mittee  to  present  to  the  Detl`oit  leadership
the  broader  issues  in  this  case  discussed  in
the  Political  Committee.

Carried  unanimousl

[Hawkins   and   Reid   assigned]



(c)

Agreed:     To   circulate  to  the  National   Committee
the  report  of  the  Control  Commission  as  soon
as  it  can  be  finished.

AL    DUINCAN

(Reid  invited  for  this  point)

as  :€B::i:a  ::t€:¥  i::±d£:f  £=¥:±¥=pe  Ai  Duncan.
Motion:
1

To   assign  Hawkins   to  meet  with  comrades
nvolved  and  if  f acts  are  as  indicated,   to   ask  A1

Duncan  to  I.esign.fl`om  the  party.

Discussion

Carried.

May   13,    1977

AL   DUNCEN

(Reid  invited  for  this  point.)

¥a%k±g=t;:Porg::  ::t£:hg:i?San 's  resignation  from

Discussion
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New   York,    N.Y.
April   26,1977

Political  Con`mittee
Socialist  Workers   Party
14  Charles   Lane
NYC   10014

Dear   Comrades ,

On  the  weekend  of  the  NOW  conference  in  Detroit,   April   22-24,
I   stayed   at   Gloria  Swartz's  home.      (A  Black  woman  comrade   in  one
of  the  Detroit  branches)     On  Sunday  morning,   April   24,   I  witnessed
an  act  of  violence  against  Gloria  by  another  comrade,   AI  Duncan.

It  happened  about   7:00   am,   when  Gloria  came  home,   and  Al
had  been  waiting  for  her  there.     He  was  extremely  upset  that  she
had  come  in  at  that  hour,   and  proceeded  to  yell,   curse,   and  push
her  around  the  house.     He  pushed  and  chased  her  from  the  living
room  to   the  dining  room  and  then  to  the  kitchen,   where  he  shoved
her  against  the  refrigerator,   and  again  against  the  wall.     During
this   time  he  was  calling  her  names  such  as   "bitch,"   "mother-
fucker,"   and  accusing  her  of  so  called  acts  of  adultery.     When  he
first  started  pushing  her,   I  called  out  to  him  to  stop,   but  he
told  me   to  mind  my  own  business.     I   told  him  this  was  my  business
because  he  had  no  right  to  treat  another  comrade  that  way.     He
continued  to  push  and  shove  her  around,   and  when  I  told  him
to  get  himself  together  he  said  `'I.in  always   together."     Al  con-
tinued  to  curse  and  shout  at  Gloria  about  where  she  had  been,   and
she  pleadingly  asked  him  to  calm  down  so  they  could  discuss  it.

For  a  short  while   (5  minutes  or  so)   he  did  calm  down,   and
when  I  asked  him  if  he  realized  what  he  had  done  he  told  me"he  didn't  give  a  fuck"   and  that  I  could  "go  ahead  and  press
charges"   against  him.     He  even  began  to   yell   and  swing  his   arms
at  me  as  if  he  wanted  to  strike  me.

Things  calmed  down  again,   and  I  tried  to   talk  to  him  about
why  he  was  wrong.     He  didn't  seem  to   think  so   and  responded,
that  he  was   always   the  blame.     He  then  began  to  yell   again,
telling  me  to   take  Gloria  with  me  because  he  would   ''kill  the
bitch."     He  also  made  this   last  statement  earlier.     We  ended
the  conversation  shortly  arid  he  quieted  down.     I  had  to  leave
for  the  convention,   and  Al  was  still   there.     But  Gloria  tells
me  there  were  no  other  incidents  after  I  left.     She  says  also
that  he  apologized  and  admitted  he  was  wrong.

Although  Gloria  was   not  injured,   she  was   very  shook  up,
and  I  felt  this  should  be  reported,   and  action  taken  as  soon
as  possible.     Gloria  also  told  me  the  next  day  over  the  phone
that  there  have  been  worse  incidents   that  have  not  been  reported.
(This  was  her  decision  not  to  do  so)     I   feel  very  strongly  that

(d)
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this  cannot  be  tolerated,   and  that  although  Al  has   agreed  to  change,
Gloria  says,   it  will  not  happen  while  he  continues   to  be  a  member
of   the   SWP,   in  my  opinion.

Gloria  tells  me  this  was  a  small  incident  compared  to  others,
but  I  do  not  feel  we  can  measure  physical  violence  within  the
movement,   letting  some  go  by,   and  others   not.

I  feel   I  should  also  report  that  some  comrades  have  mentioned
to  me  that  one  incident  of  violence  in  New  Orleans  between  a  wnite
and  Black  comrade,   caused  the  attacker  to  be  asked  to  resign.     But
here  an  incident  between  a  Black  and  another  Black  comrade  does
not  get  asked  to  resign.     I  think  this  has  to  be  explained.

I  recommend  a  discussion  with  Gloria  and  Al.     If  Gloria  does
not  want  to  press  charges  against  Al,   I  feel  that  I  should.     I
think  Al  should  be  asked  to  resign  from  the  party  until  he  and  the
party  think  he  has  solved  his  problem.     I  also  think  he  should
be  encouraged  to  continue  to  work  with  the  SWP.     I'm  hoping  that
his  political  expertise  will  enable  him  to  understand  this  move
and  force  him  to  mcire  adequately  grapple  with  his  problem.

I  think,   finally,   that  if  something  is  not  done  soon  about
this  situation,   it  will  set  a  bad  example  for  the  party  as  a
whole®

Comradely,

s/Pat  Wright
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May   5,    1977

COPY

Political  Committee
14  Chal`1es   Ijane
New   York,   N.Y.

Dear   Comrades,

In  view  of  repeated  physical   attacks  on  another  comrade
by  me,   I   ask  to  be  released  from  membel`ship  in  the  party.
I  am  fully  awal`e  that  violence  as   a  means  of  solving  per.sonal
cliff erences  is  incompatible  with  membership  in  the  party.

I  still  suppol.t  and  agree  with  the  program  of  the  party,
and  will  thel`efol.e  do  all  that  I  can  to  accomplish  its
stated  goal.     If  I  can  successfully  I.esolve  my  cul`rent
difficulties,   then  I  will  request  that  I  be  I.eadmitted  to
the  party  based  on  I)I.evious  work  and  agreement  with  the
party's  program.

In  Struggle,

s/A|
cc:   Mac   Wal`ren

(i)


