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! flP(‘ poL Letter to Tim Wohlforth from Fark cenkins, london]

2?7 Dean Hoad London NA2 SAB

Decerber 28 1977

Dear Tinm and Nancy, ‘
Lyoking again at your letter I see it is dated 5 Cctober. I can} telleve
how quickly last term went, With any luck I can get a letter to you at least in the same
year you sent yours to mesd There is a lot to tell.Mucn of it,involving group turmoil,?’
snall lzave to the =nd for that is where it belongs and I am confident that in a few

months time all the participants will view them in more sober perspective, If I may b. '
Ly ongratalating yosu on your move , the political motives for which anpear to me to &
mosh sound, Only I oam still a little sorry to here that your work limits your writing,
Perhaps vecause of the pecullar circumstances of ocur almost tctal isolation from the main
Trotskyist currents nzre I place rathsr a higher premium upon research and writing

‘than I would if * ware in your position,

Tha Bhristmas sloth and gluttony is burping to a close and I tought the
today after a trree day break in publication. There is as good a place tc begin
I'ne lead story today 1s about the OECDs report on the British economy and within
ts of bourgecls economic analysis it makes for me rost amusing reading, You sse
disagreeing wost violemtly with a terrificly short sighted piece in IP by a

‘lﬁgmined hot to see any leeway in these figures for the British bourgeolsie, Personally
in ¥Ae economic perspectives document on the world economy which our little group

adopted I never went into a lot of detail about the North “ea 0il preospects but I never
doutied for a moment that it would have an affect on the Balance of Payments situation

and certainly strezthebh the pound, In fact I was precccupied with the interaslations
tetwaer the main OZCD nations and the problem of surpluses and deficlits that would emerge
as a rasult of the upturn in production and trade at the end of 1975 and beginning

of 1976, You se2 at the time I was having the greatest diificulty persuading a majority

of our little group that there really was an upturn and tnat the ‘crisis’ was not at that
stage a questlon of universal downturns in praductlcn but guite the ppposite =~ that crisis
would c2 deepened by the very upturn they were denying. I hope I do not sound smug

when 1 say that this prognosids of mine was borne out just before Christmas with thz US
arnouncing record deficits and the Japanese record surpluses, and all this accompanied by
2 plummeting dollar which I venture to suggest Carter's latest strictures will do little to
alleviate.(If you havent got this document and the supplenment to it I did six months

later in January 1977 I can let you have copies) My main line of argument was that differnt
proportions of GNP devoted to capital investment consistently over a pericd of thizty
vears since the war had rreated a chronic unevenness in the development of capitalism
which meaat that payments imblances must now been seen as afflicting certain countries
permanently in the same dircetion (i,e. Japan and West “ermany in surplus, others in
permanent daficit etc,) Thus any upturn in production é#epens and intensifies crisis
tendeacies, monstary instability and so forth, hastening recession,

If I had difficulty persuading my own group of this(some of whom saw this
aralysis,if youmpleise, as the basis of 'opportunistic tendencies' on my part}!) I certainly
couid st nave cenvinced any of the othe» Trotskyist main stream currents. This group
discussion on worle economic perspectives was part of a broader one on general world
ozrspectives central to which was the guestion of tempo o7 the class siruggle, For some
cdes to almit there was an upturn in world capitalism during late 75-77 was tantamount to
denying the genera) crisis of capitalisam,Sourds childish ioesnt it7But then that is what
Wware up azainst in sritain-infantile disorders.

Ani yet now the Times reports a healthy payments surplus for 77 and a sur-
plus of £1,800 million for 1978, a projection which I do not think will be far cut, Now not
for a moment ddes tals mean that any of the underlying structural weaknesses in the
corpaiitive position of British capltalism is resolved in the slizhtest,
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But politically it is of very great significance 1n terms of Eritisn Marxism,It nmoins iz
sactarians are even mdre wrong ithan we aiready knew them to bLe, Let ne explain, 'ih= )
turning point for the present lLabour governnment cape around Spring ~-Summer 1975. 1t bezan
to retreat from its own electlon programme, eeaken the NEB legislation, It sack=d senn

as Industry Minister 2t the behest of the CBI and stood out against party ccarfsrence,

the NEC,tnhe majority of the PLP and a large minority of the Cabinet itself and

supported a 'yes" vote in the Common market referendum, Then came the deal with the TUe
for pnase one of incomes policy. Now 1 believe the sectarians (all of them, whatever
group) seriously undersetimated the extent to which broad masses of workers (Not tne

best of them, not the most class conscious, tns LP members, shop stewards etc, but

ess bread risses) supported EEC entry for opportunistic reasons, and supported

nevertnel
rhase ons fSat of rex. fear of inflation, That can not be exrizinad {2s 1t was ‘explainei’
oy tha sectarians %o 1 man) pursly by the slogan *Tha"left” has tetrayad,That is why

tn2 righn wing won cn 220 and wages®, In other words I believe that Social “emccracy ,
really does rest to a certain dzgree on the working class and that it is not purely and !
simply 2 bourgeols z-ency. It is that but if it did not also rest on the working class '
to some extent it would be useless as a n instrument of bomrgeois rule,

Now the interesting thing is this. The oplnion poll ratings and the by election resultg
sho# a swing back towards Labour, Dapite cuts, despite wage freeze, despite i35 million
unemployed, depite 2 nlserable retreat from its own vrogravme tne Soclal Democtaric
redaers are making 2 come back. It is no longer impossible for them to win za election,
wnat is more o It is ro longer impossible for the open rignt whose leadership candidace
is Yenis ealey to win the leadersnip election which must come within two years . In <ihe
Spring of 1975 such : prospect would have seemed impossibie., it would even have sesmed
so at the time of the last leadership election. But Healey could now win, How could the
cectarians explain :his - a possible Labour victory and a revival by the right,Is not |
British capitalism ‘finished'?Is not Soclal ”emocracy on #hich it rests, likewise,
‘finishad®? Well then what has haopaned ? I do not think any of the Trotsxyist currantis
hava an answerr to this , But wha®t hzs happened is that, notw#ithstanding tha hists-iz
lons term decline of British capitalism vis 2 vis the U3, Garmany, France, Japan etc the
disewvery of North Sea Oil has alleviated some of the most pressing,immedlate difriculties
facinz tnz British bourgzoisie ,This is what is putting winf in Callaghan's salls, and
incidentally intensifying the crisis of Britisn Torylsm (which receives 1ittle or no
attantion from the sectarians),The 3Social Yemocratic illusions of the broad mass of
Sritisn workers has been temporarily strengthsned, Many cf ihem do think that if they
behave thamselves on the wages front for the next year or so things will come right, Hance
the lsolation of tie fireman desplte publlic sympathy. Hence also tne¢ Tallure to decisIVéif
win the Grunwick dispute, The modd of the class at the moment is acquiescant, Heresy of |
heresies) But 1t is true,

I witness at cloase quartasrs the effeéby of all tals on the sectarian entrists o
the Chartist group who are active in my own party. They lash out increasingly at the left
at pariliamentary and local level, The left is to blame., [hey dont Tignt hard enougn, They
ara not Marxist, They are not re2ally ‘'left® at all, but a cover for the right, This is
#hat ta2 Zhartists are reduced tn, They pay no attentior to party membership statistics
which show a declline, No attentlon to votlng figuras for left candidates for the NEC whioh
also rev=al a decllae, No attention to the increasing voite of the right wing candidates fo
thz N2l like David Owen. They are unable to explain the broad advance of rigzht wing

=G
candidatss office 21ro3s the board in the twaies univn rovement (With nlnor exceptions),
‘ignggtifwgﬁg;nzgé mavle to rolate this »tohiward {(yes ightwa-d) tzonl in tae TY
movement L2 the groath of white collar unionism which is part of an overall continuing i
zrodta in TU membe-ship even wnilst unemploymant increas=s! That fact alone takes sons ’
explaining, It is anprecedented, They also do not relate tals growth of white collar |
anlonism to the inv-rnal Imblance of the Britisi c¢conony which has expinded ipe terbtizpcy

s2ctor far beyond w~at the primary and secondiry sectors can eustain., Yet Nortn
:rrible world fo2 sectar
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Ci! mizaw 2ven m2an partial restoration of cuis.What a i iansg
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dhat @2 arz up ag.inst 1s the mystification of tae class and tae class struggle; a failure
to bazin from the miterlal davelopments of bonrzenis soeciziy, to relatz the changes in tne
class struzzle to th2 changes at the material level of thes economy, nor even Lo
acknowladse soclal desmocratlc conscioussness in the class a3 a3 meterial factor xkak in

thait situation, \ ﬁ
Also in todays Bimes 1s an article by Bernard Levin, whom I would describe as a right

winz bourgeols democrat but whom it is fashiosnable to label a fascist (What the hall
therc&1 the same aanyway seems to be tne attitude)The articla concerns a certain Vladimisx
Klebhanov a Donbass miner who has formed a workers protest groun in the USSR azainst the
deanial of workers rignts, He did four years in a ‘psychiatric' prison for refusing to
ordar his man to work cempulsory overtime and refusing te send than in to the alne

wnilsp safety regula“lons were belng infring=d, What galls m> 13 tha*t 1% 1s !:FL ta suui

2 man as Levin to wriis2 this artizlz, I submiitzd a thnousand word article to Tribuna

after getting the eiltor Dick Clements to agrez to publication of an article on tnis
gaestion, But 1t wont be published for three wesks,

W22ks ago NEC member Alex Kitson made a disgraceful spzech in the USSR ending with the
cry ‘Long Live the 3oviet Trades Unions' Do you think Tribunz took it up? Not at all,
they iavited the butcher Suslov and Stalinist hack *‘euven Falbar to moncpclisze their |
centr2 sages on tha snnivarsary of tas Revolution, The dissidsnts didnt get a line,
They 4iint aven repsrt Kitson's speech 1+ Tritunz, ,

Howzver 1 was not idlee You know of my closs Friendshiz with Victor Painberg. He and I
took vthyslcist Kronid Lubarsky to tae Commons to meet Eric Heffer who had had a flaming
rowWw witn Xitson and Mikardo that the press had rzported f:lly, Heffer was so infuriated
with tnz pro Kremlin viaws of a section of the Tribunite =2ft $hat he agresd to take “ubar
sky intn tha reguls- Yonday meestingz of the parliamantary Tribune group., Lubarsky describesi
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himself as a Social Pemocrat, He , by all accounts,made a great speech which shamed the
Kremiin 1eft, He sald only when the Left in Europe anl America took up the issue of
dissidants and workers rilghts with th2 same enthuslasm a3 they embriced Chilean opposition
to totalitarianism would they begin to win respect from the working class in Russia,
The meeting was well reported in the Guardian, Later the same week a petition to release
Orlov and others was signed by dozens of Tribunites. This marked a real breakthrough at
the parliamentary level, But the trouble is so much mors could be done if the Trotskyist
movment realised the Importance of work in the LP and pictizularly in tae Tribuns curreant.
Tou know,Tim,thay make the same mistake on Tribune as they do on the LP, Just as the
LP is'finished®, 'bankrupt' etc so is the Tribune group....and who is burrowing away
thern ,.,why the 3talinists, Their party is split. Jimmy Reid and Co have desreted to
whom,.,the LP and to Tribuns specifically within it, One cannot rule out the disintigratio
of tnz CP organisition in Britain and a serious entry by the CP (King St as opoosed to
the NewCP led by “rench). I feel the Trotskyist groups are not sensitive to the dangers
of such an alignment, The CP with its publishing interests and its daily could present
us with very serious obsgcales in such an event and set us back to before 1956, This is
the price we could pay for faillure to appreciate entrism and sustained work in the left
social democratic current,
In tae IVMG there ace some not bad people producing a thing called Labour Focus on
Eastern BEurope, Bat here again we come up against the problem of how to campalgn for
the political revolution from outside the LP., I dont think it can be done in Britain
outside the LP, At best it can be merely good propagandising and a briefing service but
1t cannot really develop the work.Anyway I'm going alon- to their next editorial
board meeting at the invitation of a LP man who helps them edit it., (The journzl itslf
is first class) May be we ean have a discussion there about these matters,

Wnit is new in the situation here is that for the first time in the post war reriod
thz Left 1s teglnning to make the running now on dissiionts and human rights in the USSR
And in the process the fellow travellers will be diffecentited out of the left currant

at least on this i:sue, (f L W. /% s bo Wé&’/)vom !
MWWAP )
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dell s0 %o the group., Robin and I have dropped cut, It all hinged around the conduct of ta
Spanish discussion in the OCRFI, We could not convince the group (which had dwindled <o
about 24) that the way that discussion was railroaded indicated that we nad a bigzer stra g
-gzle on our hahds than we had originally believed, It wasnt just a question of disagrraingi
I think if you read the appended documents to my plece on the boycott you can see tnat we
nad been kicking for some time ahout the way agendas had been drawn up, Well when it
came to endorsing a line without a proper document and discussion on ths Spanish
situation I was very worried, Nor did we like the factlional manouevring of the OCI's
spanish section with one of the USEC groups, Franily we bellevs that sst back the really
important international discussion between USEC and the OCRFI and may even have
contrivbute in some way to the regrettable decion within the UBEC to wind up :
tae interbaational factions,
Fobin h21 already dropped out and I resisted a blind activist tendency for as long as T xw §
could put tagy won in tne end, When I scemed to be the only one against tae dboyooit an.
against the conduct of thne discussion by the 6CI I dscided the Bulletin “roup was 4
not tne group we hal intended to develop, I cdllad for the suspension of the Constitution
and to return to a discussion circle which might be broadened to include people outsids
the BG and which would concentrate on working groups to go into some fundamental
probiems of Trotskyism and slow down the rate of aztivity in the zroup,

I dont “now what you mizht talnk of this but I really belisvaed it bast( I was sha
nly p2rson in the whale OCRFI who actually spoke oub aglnst tns boycott and the

zracaful proceduril way agreement to boycott was foistel on the UIRFI)
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In trying to finish my Bevan book,
Rotin will get a book on the development of Bolshevism published in tas summer, Hes going
through Lenins works line by line, into the evolution of Bolshevism, into Lenins

riistakes in the early period and into the relationship bestween Trotskyism and Bolshevis:i,
I think it will cause a storm when it comes ocut, Frankly what Ive seen 1 like,

Robins address is 18 Mervyn Road London,W,13

All th:z best

fraternally

My wife was in Berkeley for a number of years and is a $%n Francisco fan, She teils me
you have moved to the nicest part of the US (She also did a few years in a :lace callel
South Bend, Indiana, which didnt sound so nice)




