
/ Y,,PC'
Following  is  a  rough  translation  of  the  letter  signed  Andr6s
addressed  to  Crist6bal.    Bracketed  material  is  by  the  translator

Bogota,   July  27,   i979

Dear  Crist6bal,

We  believe,   sure  enough,  that  the  situation  with  the  SWP  is
very  grave.    All  the  factors  that  you  have  pointed  out  from
Europe,   as  well  as  Peter's  most  recent  visit  to  Colombia,   indicate
that  there  are  grave  possibilities  of  a  break  with  them.    This  is
understandable--not  justifiable--from  the  point  of  view  of  the
present  situation:     our  great  successes  in  Nicaragua  against  their
unsuccessful  actions  of  the  last  years.     The  reformist  position
they  have  held  on  the  Nicaraguan  civil  war  and  now  with  the
triumph  of  the  FSLN   (see  the  editorial  in  the  Militant  #29  of
July  27)   force  one  to  think  that  there  is  a  continuing  transfor-
mation  of  one  of  the  biggest  parties  of  our  international  into  a
reformist  sect,   almost  crystallized,  isolated  from  the  class
struggle  and  penetrated  by  the  imperialist  character  of  the
Yankee  student  petty  bourgeoisie.

It  is  basic  that  you  obtain  documentation   (facts  and  figures
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alarming.

Now,   good,   the  most  important  thing  is  that  our  behavior  be
very  measured.     We  should  take  as  our  starting  point  the  charac-
terization  that  the  Yankee  people  aren't  fundamentally  rationalist,
like  the  French,  but  rather  pragmatic  and  empiricist.     For  that
reason  we  should  be  plentiful  with  facts,  taking  situations  they
know  about  in  order  to  open  their  ears  to  attempt  a  dialogue.    We
should  be  the  most  pedagogic  possible,   real  didactic.     From  this
f low  the  two  fundamental  axes  around  which  our  interventions  and
talks  should  turn.     Like  good  pragmatists,   the  comrades  will  be
impressed  by  the  successes  we  have  had  in  Nicaragua.     They  are
proud  because  they  claim  to  have  a  party  of  400  members  in  Iran.
We  have  to  show  them  the  extraordinary  situation  we  have  in  Nica-
ragua.

Like  good  pragmatists,  we  have  to  shake  them  starting  with
well-known  facts  that  bear  on  the  methodological  problem.     Demon-
strate  how,   for  years,   they  have  Mccarthyized  us  using  all  kinds
of  factional  methods,   fleeing  from  an  open  and  democratic  discussion,
and  how  it  has  been  us  who  have  pushed  the  most  for  a  discussion
that  tends  to  clarify  political  positions,  seeking  the  truth  without
any  sectarianism,   trying  to  guarantee  the  greatest  possible  democracy.
On  this  point  we  have  to  start  recalling  Angola.     While  H   [from
the  context,  Hugo,   i.e.,  Moreno]   published  a  book  in  Spanish  with
the  positions  of  the  IMT,   the  LTF--including  the  SWP--and  our  own,
Gus  H. ,   a  year  and  a  half  later,   finishes  an  answer  in  English  and
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without  a  translation  of  our  positions.

It  is  unthinkable  that  today  a  conference  be  held  to  discuss
international  documents  and  problems  without  our  "Declaration  and
platform."    This  is  a  principled  question.    It  is  a  clearly  fac-
tional  attitude  that  we  have  to  name  as  such.     Here  you  can  give
our  example:    we  have  acted  precisely  the  opposite  of  them.     First
we  published  and  distributed  the  five  documents  of  the  SU   [United
Secretariat]    and  only  recently  at  the  end  our  own.     You  can  also
point  out  the  insistent  recommendations  we  have  made  to  all  our
comrades  about  the  study  plan:   read  and  study  thoroughly  all  the
documents  of  the  majority  as  we  published  them.     We  know  our
declaration  was  late.     But  that  lateness  was  a  product  of  the
arrest  of  the  comrades  of  the  top  leadership,  that  everyone  knows
very  well.    You  can  point  to  the  resolution  of  the  SU  itself ,  which
you  know  better  than  us,  where  they  recognize  the  problems  that
we  had  and  gave  us  a  longer  time  to  hand  in  the  documents.     More-
over,   the  first  thing  we  did  when  Peter  arrived   (approximately
June  10)   was  to  hand  him  a  copy  of  the  declaration.     If  today
the  leadership  doesn't  want  their  rank  and  file  to  know  our  platform
it  is  because  conclusive  facts  and irrefutable  quotes  are  presented
in  it  which  show  what  has  been  the  behavior  of  the  unprincipled
bloc  and  our  own.

The  other  point,   fundamental,   is  Nicaragua.     Here  you  have  to
do  everything  so  that  they  listen  to  us.    Explain  with  all  patience
what  our  line  and  work  has  been.     In  addition  to  the  monthly  bulle-
tins  that  you  already  know  and  which  I  send  again,   I   am  sending
an  appendix  with  the  most  recent  reports  that  explain  the  extra-
ordinary  gains  we  are  making,   and  which  give  us  an  idea  of  what
it  would  have  meant  if  the  entire  Fourth  International  as  such
would  have  followed  our  line.     I   am  also  sending  some  pictures.

With  regards  to  Carlos  it  is  fundamental  that  you  continue
closely  united  with  him  and  that  you  go  to  Los  Angeles.     Discuss
with  him  to  the  end  the  characterizations  and  the  tactics  to  be
followed  there,  not  just  for  this  convention  but  also  for  later.

If  the  materials  do  not  reach  you,   call  again  by  telephone
to  confirm  the  facts.

An  ehorace

Andr€s
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Querldo  Crist6bal I
Ch.®roe,  efectiveLZEmte,  qtie  ha  eltuaolch  am  .I  fur .. I|y

-. dodo.   Lee .Le-z]toe qu. u.t.de. aluo. hm ..fi.lade 4.rd. |]rm ri£
®.|o 11 ntllp tl.1te d® Pet.a . Oolonbla,  1ndlcm qve hay grErr.. pod)llll+
I.a dr nipt`im oa ®llo.. I.to .e codpr.nBllle -a |untlflod.l®- fl 1o t-o.
a.ere  ®1  prto  de tl.ta d®  1® .1t`iaoldr .ct`iall  nu.®troe pant.e  cht®e  a ±i_=±±g±
Plcamgtle  cantra  nB  deemcldae  .otuaclcn®e  de  loo thtLBoe  afioe.  Ia  poelol6n
zlefoml8ta que  hm -ntenldo  earl re8pecto  a la gtzemfL  ®1vil nloerapeee  r cho-
ze  ¢cb  .I  trdrmfo  4®1  rslH  (1®®  .1 .dltozdel de  *b®  mlltmt* * 29 I.I  27 de
julto)  obllgm~& a-a.ar in  qu®  hay Iba  ®aELtlz"da  trap.fob.elch  de laBo to  loo
partldoe  rf8  grrid®e  de Due.tr&  tht®z"olonal  on `ma  fi.cte  z`efozll.tfL,  oa.1
crlBtalleda,  a.eltode de  la fucha de  chafre8 r ponetmdr  pop .1  ®arfct.r l]pe-
rinlitta de  ha  p.qucho hizigveBfa ..t`rdlentll ranqul.-

I  t`ndalental q`i®  te  lnfomee } document..  (feet. qd fl®iz-B)
lo rde .riaietlrrient. po.1bLe  .a.ro. a. i. elt`iAcldEi a.1 partldo th£,  oap. .fa-
toba8  de  erlBIB  eca  ®eda ref a£.  .1emfnt®e.-

^ho*a bleni  lo nfe lxportante  .e  qu.  tagaDoe tazla .cttlaelch
blm -dlda.  bebeaoe  partlr d®  la oamot.ripclch a.  que .I pu.blo }mqul n® ..
fudalotalmte mclamlleta,  coao .I froof.,  dn® prngDftlo® } .quinoo. br
•eo 4.b.]oe  &hadar a i.choe,  tcpar .1tuaolon.. oatLoolda. poe .n®. pan pod.+
I.a  abrir loo  oflee  .  lntatg al dl£logo.  PeLcooi -I 1® Ife p.a.g691®® p®dbl®,
bled dldfotlco8.  be  ..to  ae  a.ipronda doe  eje. ftandenental..  .obz`e  leo  a`ral..
a.I.a drar mie.tra.  ant.rra¢1cb.e r ehnd.ae® Ooilo *lcao. pragftlco.i  leo  e®b
pefieroe ..rfu lapz-elonablt. . lip.ctabl.. a  tBofe d®  lo. 1egroe qu® A.ao.  i.nl-
d® - Hloqaqa. nlo. ..tq ®zipillo.a. poq.ti. u®.a tcor `n p.rtld® 4. ai.troolen.
toe I1®Dro. -  bfa. ]o.otpo. tb.-oe qui. -oftmto® li. dttiacla .g[thordlnari4
q,a. to-e - rl®-el ..-.

a                        Oco *mo..pfro®e, t -.-. qu...aullho.. partir I. lJ.
I)eb®. .fbcold®. qu. I-a- el poelenB -todal6cLco. bBtrar ®dro,4.d; -;. d®.,-
io. hrtl.a utLllnndo todo tLpo a. |ftodo. frooolcaal..i zichny.n4® . h a.-
ai.1fa .bl.Pta r 4-®rftlioa, r cho I.Io. .14® nocotre. lco qu. I. I.ao. .p-ija-
do pr `nA dl-ud& q. tl-4. . colmr I.. p®d®lion.. polftl®-i . I.Oar P
-read .ch -larfu -et.rl-, tE-tul® 4. pnntl..r A.pr. to lryor 4.-a.a.eit
potiu.. b .rt. rmto lay qu ..-. c-I ].r a..cod.a 1® a. lla.ela. batnu I ]u
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bllca im llbro a ..pdrol oen la. pe.1olon.. 4. ]e in, ]1 nt -incnryipto .i
evp-r has zLueBtz®., Ou8 I.,  u do r I.dlo deeprf. -cab lam r.epi..tfL .n lzL-
df. dn la  tra4veolch de aueetm8 poololaBee.-
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18 lnocboeublie  qta.  co I.gr her `na oaDfer®oh pan &1echtr ]o.
problems r d®ou-nto8 1ntemaeloaAl..  eln boabooer zige8tzia .a.®laimna r
mtafoma". ]cte  .a in probl.in de princlpl®.. te `ma cotltiid  ®1araBet. f]rao-
clcuel qtie  tene]o8  que  .efialer  coao  tal. 1qul puedes  pceer el ®tedplo nu®etro|
henoB act`lado preol.aBcate  al zw.a  a.  .lho8I  pfi-ere  p`lbuoano8 } dl8tr"idroa h
log  olnco  doc`noto. del giv r a.dd al fiziAl loo  doe me8troe. tod6e -fialar
tdrbldr 1&. lBBtot.nt.. I.co-ndeelcb.. que heao. hecho  a trmc.  d®1 bol.tfo -.n-
dLal a  todo8 mie'eto.  capafier®e aoezt}a a.I plan de  e8tildlo.  leer r ..t]idler a
faELdo  todoB  lofi  do®ulento8  de  1. nyarfa a ledlda  q]Le  loo  fbamo.  ptLbllcado.-
fabeDo8 qve zme8tra a.olfLmola ..  atraof. Iero .a.  .tmco Ale  prodnoto a. 1&
caoanada d.  loo  ealpdreroe a.  ha Eifeg  dlre®clch,  qtL®  todo .1  Indo  oaDoc.  lay
lton.  a  pea.  ..fialar Le  popl+a I..oliitidB, del *irf eel giv,  que  tl oonoe®. zDejor
que n®cotroa,  4chd®  seocnoea  1®.  peblena.  a.tie  thiDoe r zL®.  din in  t].xpo nnyer
pare  la ®ntrogr d®  loo  d®eii-entoe. Aderfe,  1o  prilbro  qua hlallo.  oumdo l]eg6
Peter  (apz®rdlradumte .1 10 &®  *anlo)  fu.  .ntr.inrle tb .I.qp]ar 4e  I. deeloa-
cldr.  81 hqr ha dlrecola no  qu.Iez`e  gee  e`is  bare.  caBo&can ziu..tra p]I.tatom
•8  porque  elll .®  ..aala ±±±;gL±g±     eantimdentes  }  ®1tas  lrmefutobl..  qile  donie-
trm  cuel ba  Bane  ]a &®ttiaclch a.I bloque  .1n  princlplo8 I 1& meetre.-

n  otzio  panto,fiindalentELl,.e rloaragua. Aquf  to  tenc. qu.  raBper toto I
pan  q`ie nos .8ouchca. tryllchr oon  toda paol.ncla  cual ha  Ado nueetm lhea r
nueetro  tmbaj®.  ldeafe  de  I.®8  loLetlne8 nee.ual®. que  n  oonoc€B  r  qua  i.  adj`m-
to "ova-zit.,  t. -mdo in ,.qezo oca lee ntlJies lnfomlelon.e que .o[]puco lo. ±i
loo  logroe  .atmcoalnario.  q`ae  .Btuo.  tenl®ndoi  r qu.  dan m& dca  de  lo qip
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liiblera  .1plflc.d® 4  toda ha rv co]o tel,  biblem  cogLLldo "eetra lfro.  frobldr&
t. carfo ±1gaes f®toe.-

oe I.epecto . €arloe .a fundamental qia. .lee .etpechaaelin Lld® a
a r A doe IBA +u.lta pop Ice lnel...

m8emtm a fud® -a fl be
oaractBr pdon.8 r 14 tfatL®. a -qlr .1lS ao ecte pare .eta can:rmald .leo
talblfa pan degpife.-

]® lltb * l].gin i.dco ..toe -t.rill.. mLdr. a ±±m? per i.lff-a
•qL± paea ecbfimr lee 4.te..- b - Jude


