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The Class-Struggle Road
to Negro Equality

Resolution Adopted By The
Socialist Workers Party

The Negro struggle in the
United States is part of the
world revolutionazy upsurge
against imperialism and capital-
ism. Its aims—the ending of all
forms of racia]l segregation and
discrimination; the winning of
full economic, social and political
equality—bring it into conflict
with capitalism as inescapably as
the struggles of the colonial
masses to achieve self-rule and
national unity bring them into
conflict with imperialism. The
character of these conflicts
strengthens tendencies among

the Negro people to ally them-

selves mot only with the anti-
capitalist forces at home, the
working class first of all, but
also with the anti-imperialist
forces abroad. The Negro strug-
gle for full equality will be won
through the extension, consolida-
tion and triumph of these alli-
ances along consistently anti-
capitalist and anti-impenalist
linea.

The growing solidarity between
the Negro struggle in the United
States and the world-wide move-
ment of the colonial and semi-

colonial peoples plays a vital
role in the development of the
American working clzss. It fore-
shadows the linking up of the
struggles of the American work-
ing class, which have not yet
assumed conscious anti-capitalist
forms, with the relatively more
advanced character of the world
revolutionary process. Since the
Negroes have become integrated
into the modern labor movement
their greater receptivity to
the international -anti-capitalist
movement tends to introduce a
significant revolutionary ingre-
dient into the consciousness of
the working class as a whole.
The ever-closer feeling of kin-
ship between the Negro and co-
lonial peoples derives from thefr
mutual experiences in struggle,
and from the fact that the co-
lonial masses are in the main col-
ored people who have been do-
minated by imperialist nations
controlled by a white ruling
class. Thus the struggle against
white supremacy permeates both
the colonial and Negro move-
ments, reinforcing their solidari-

ty.

A Majority of Mankind

In addition the colored peoples
in the colonial and semi-colonial
spheres constitute a majority of
mankind. By making common

cause with them, the Negro peo-
ple help to reduce the handicap
of being a ‘minority of the
nation. Along these general lines



both movements derive mutual
strength from their separate
struggles. )

Colonial support to the Negro
stiuggle is dramatized by offi-
clal invitations extended to Rev.
M. L. King, president of the
Montgomery Improvement Asso-
caition, to attend celebrations in
Ghana and India. Solidarity with
the colonial revolutien is mani-
fested through Negro support
of the Egyptian and Algerian
liberation struggles: and by the
Iukewarm to cool reception of
the Eisenhower Middle East doc-
trine in the Negro press.

Their own bitter experiences
with a President who refuses te
speak out in support of civil
rights. in this country gives the
Negro people g ood reason to
challenge the democratic preten-’
sions of U.S. capitalism’s foreign
policy. Experience likewise im-
pels them to challenge the con-
cept that imperialist wars are
fought for democracy. They
tearned that lesson well in botn
World War II and the Korean
War. In fact their wartime les-
sons have accentuated and deep-
ened the grievances of the Ne-
gro people.

While they were supposed to
be fighting for democracy, ac-
cording to the capitalist propa-
ganda, young Negroes in the
armed forces got a large dose of
Jim Crow in_ uniform, When
thuse who survived the slaughter
were demobilized they were
forced back into hateful civilian

Negroes in

The civil rights movement
pained momentum from the rise
in industrial employment for Ne-
groes forced on the capitalists
by the needs of the war economy.
Across the decade from 1940 to
1950 official stetistics showed
e sharp rise for the country as

patterns of segregation and dis-
érimination. Meanwhile in South-
em military camps Northern
Negroes got & ¢leavef picture of

‘eonditions in that regien where

¥acial prejudice has its deepest
roots. Seuthern Negroes gained
new ideas, fresh hope frem their
Northern comrades in uniform.

-Both rubbed shoulders to a de-

gree with the peoples of the
world, broadening their thinking,
impelling them toward greater
militancy in the fight for equall-
ty. Once demobilized, young Ne-
gro veterans took their place in
the forefront of the civil rights
struggle. . ‘
On the home front the celored
people have implicitly tended to

‘reject the notion that the impe-
‘rialist war was their war. Mili-
- tant elements began to. look in-

stead for opportunities. to use
the war as a means to push ahead
a bit in their own battle for civil
rights. In 1941 the March-on-
Washington movement sprang
up, receiving such strong mass
support that the Roosevelt gov-
ernment felt compelled to make
temporarv concessions toward an
FEPC. The 1943 Harlem out-
break sharpened the mass pres-
ure, forcing some further con-
cretization toward an FEPC in
New. York. state policy. Consci-
ousness in the Negro struggle
had begun to subordinate the war
aims of imperialism to the demo-
cratic ‘aspirations of the colored

people.

Industry

a whole in the employment of
non - whites in manufacturing.
Where 1 out of 9 non-white work-
ers had been employed in man-
ufacture in 1940, the ratio had
risen by 1950 to about 1 owt of
5. The artificially stimulated
economy of the cold war has en-



abled the colored workers to hsld
and even expand their foothold
in industry. Figures for 1952
showed the above ratio climbing
toward 1 out of 4.

This upward trend in indus-
trial employment for colored
workers spurred a vast wave of
Negro migration from the coun-
tryside into the cities of the
South and into the more highiy
indistrialized regions elsewhere
in the country. Over the 1940-
1950 census decade the number
of Negroes outside the South rose
nearly 60 percent, from 2,980,000
to 4,600,000. The migratory trend
toward the main industrial cen-
ters. particularly toward the war-
stimulated West Coast industrial
regions, is strikingly revealed by
the 1950 figures. For example,
in ten years the Negro popula-
tion of Los Angeles had tripled
and in the Oakland-San Francisco
area it had increased tenfold.

Although more deeply assimi-
lated into industry, the Negro
workers still face discrimination
‘on the job. In the cities of the
North and West, as in the South,
the rapidly-growing colored pop-
uiation also remains generally
segregated in housing, usually
under slum conditions at high
rents. In community life they face
open or hypocritical diserimina-
tion in various forms. They are

united by a burning desire to
break out of this vicious eircle

The migrations of recent years
have greatly strengthened the
Negro movement in the fight for
civil rights. People leaving the
South have been largely rural
elements who had been dispersed
acrogs the farming communities.

- They lived under deplorable eco-

nomic - conditions, faced with
white supremacy in its worst
forms and were therefore unable
to mobilize themselves for ef-
fective struggle in defense of
their rights. Their new life in the
North and West finds them con-
centrated in industrial cities, in-
tegrated into large, compact Ne-
gro commumities already well ad-
vanced in the struggle for
equality.

With younger and more enter-
prising elements predominating
the migratory wave, the trans-
formation in their social -con-
sciousness has been unusually
rapid. Their big contribution t>
the strengthening of the Negro
‘community has in turn given new
weight and fresh impetus to the
civil rights struggle. The mass
pressures reflected 4n: the mil- -
itancy of the Negro press and
the mass response when called
to actipn by their leaders testify
to this fact. Mest immediately
significant in the Noerth and

The Awakening Giant




West has been the increased Ne-
gro participation in political life.
The rise in the Negro vote is
changing the political balance of
power in the general elections
and has pushed the civil rights
question to the fere as a nation-
al political issue. Thug the mi-
grations have resulted in the
strengthening of the Southern
Negro struggle through the me-
dium of national politics.

The political impact of the Ne-
gro struggle compelled the Tru-
man Democrats to make a dema-
gogic bid for the Negro vote in
the. 1948 elections at the cost of
a split with the Dixiecrats. When
the white supremacists then be-
gan to shift their support to the
Republicans the Democratic Par-
ty sought to bury the civil rights
issue in a bid for unity with its
Southern wing. As a result the
Republicany registerec, a signifi-
cant guin in Negro votes. espe-
cially in the 1956 eélections. This
situation has stiffened competi-
tion between the ‘eapitalist

" parties for Negro support and

may lead to some minor improve-
ments jn the federal civil rights
laws. If so, the objective of both
the Democrats and Republicans
will be to seeck a maximum of
credit for a minimum of action.
Neither party has the slightest
intention of pressing for decisive
measures ‘to enforce minority
rights.

Despite the political shell game
of the capitalist politicians, the
pressures from the civil rights
movement, coupled with the diplo-
matic pressures arising from the
colonial revolution, have compel-
led a series of eapitalist conces-
sions. These range from the war-
time FEPC, through desegrega-
tionr of the armed forces, to the
1954 Supreme Court decision out-
{awing school segregation. Along
with this latter concession has
come significant mew evidence
that it is. impossible to secure
full Negro equality through re-
Jiance om the capitalist govern-
ment.

The White Citizens Councils

Announcement of th e school
desegregafion decision led to open
defiance of the Supreme Court
by the white supremacists. The
White Citizens Councils came
into being as a new instrument
to combine legal and extra-legal
acts of racial repression. Reeent
estimates place the total mem-
bershjp of the Councils: around
350,000 in all Southern statee.
This racist movement has been
openly mobilised by the South-
ern Democratic politicians. The
Southern press has given gef-
eal support to its white suprama-
cist attack on the Negro péople.

The Councils have their great-
est strength in rural and smali-
town areas where poverty, lack
of education, bigetry and deep-
dyed patterns of prejudice lend

themselves to the ineitement of
racial antagonisms. These rural
forces have béen used by the cap-
italigt politiciang to help impose
conformity with Jim-Crow poli-
cies on the white population in
the vities, including the white
working class. Southern whites
who sympathize with the Negro
people have with few ex¢eptions
avoided opén manifestations of

pport. The exceptions often in-

.volve. individual acts of Heroism,
_usually followed by white-su-
premacist reprisals.

Throughout the Deep South the
legal arm of the White Citizens
Councils, operating at the state
and local government levels, has
acted to cheekmnate racial ih-
tegration apd to.intimidate and
vittimize the Negpo people. Since



the 1964 Supreme Court deci-
sion over 100 new segregation
laws have been enacted in South-
ern states. The Georgia legisla-
ture has demanded impeachment
of six U.S. Supreme Court
judges. Reverting to the old
states’ rights position of the
slave holders, the white su-
premacists contend that a state
may interpose its sovereignty
against “unconstitutional” fed-
eral intervention, Laws have been
passed aimed at barring Negroes
from resort to federal court aec-
tion in defense of their civil
rights.

In several states the NAACP
has been officially outlawed. De-
mands have been raised that the
federal government put the
NAACP on its witch-hunting
“subversive” list. Legal frame-
ups against Negro freedom fight-
ers have been perpetrated in the
state and local courts. An equal-
ly potent weapon te preserve Jim:
Crow domination is the growing
use of economic pressure—can-
cellation of credit, insurance, li-
censes; discharge cf workers and
teachers—used against all who
sign or show sympathy for suits
requesting court action to de-
segregzte schools, protect the
right to vote, etec.

At the same time the extra-
legal arm of the White Citizens
Councils has conducted a typical
Ku Klux Klan campaign of ter-
ror, Arson, bombing, shooting,
beating, lynching have been un-
leashed against the Negro peo-
ple and their white sympathizers.
This terrorism is designed to
prevent Negroes from organizing
in defense of their rights, from
acting to break down segregation
and discrimination, from exercis-
ing their right to vote. It is also
directed against whites sympa-
thetic to the Negro people.

In the face of open white-

supremacist defiance of the- Su-
preme Court and the campaign
of terror against the Negro peo-
ple, the federal government has
done little or nothing to enforce
the law or to punish the white-
supremacist thugs. As a rule, of-
ficial action to desegregate pub-
lic schools has been undertaken
only where there is a relatively
small colored population. These
actions have been confined pri-
marily to the border states. leav-
ing the Deep South virtually un-
touched. The leaders of both the
Democratic and Republican par-
ties have acted only insofar as
they felt compelled to do so un-
der mass pressure. Even then
they have done as little as -pos-
sible, hoping to appease the col-
ored masses through promises of
future action, without actually

. doing much to make desegrega-

tion a living reality on the so-
cial scene.

The Negro people refuse to ac-
cept the go-slow policy of the
capitalist politicians, They have
responded to the 1954 Supreme
Court decision by a new mass
upsurge in their struggle for full
equality and in defense of their
very lives against white-suprem-
acist terror. The 1955 lynch-mut-
der of 14-year-old Emmett Louis
Till in Mississippi set off a great
wave of mass protest actions in
the cities of the North and West
These demonstrations of Negro
solidarity, militancy and mass
power made the Till case a ma-
jor issue in the national press
and aroused widespread sympa-
thy among whites. This mass
sympathy and support in the
North and West made the South-
ern Negroes feel they had allies.
They became inspired to throw
their own weight into the scales
through mass action to combat
segregation, discrimination, bru-
tality.

Hard on the heels of the Till



demonstrations a mass struggie
exploded right in the heant of
the deep South. The Negro peo-
ple of Montgomery, Alabama,
solidly united and 50,060 strong,
set out to smash segregation on
the city buses. They were open-
ing a fight to win full equality in
all spheres, starting where they
had the strongest initial tactical
advantage —the bug boycott.
They hit hard with their eco-
nomic power as the main users
of the tuses: demanding seating
on a first-come, first-served
basis; courtecus treatment; and
the hiring of colored drivers on
routes in predominantly Negro
neighborhoods.

The Democratic Party politi-
cians in local government struck
back through a mass trial of the
boycott leaders, aiming to be-
head and crush the new mass or-
ganization, the Montgomery Im-
provement Association. But the
colored people of the city turned
out for the trial in mass to show
solidarity with their victimized

UH UN — . I'M NeoT
GOING VYOUR WAY |

Teaders. Defense witnesses poured
out the bitter grievances of a
long-suffering people for the
whole world to hear. Although
Rev. King was convicted, the
trial was actuvally turned into a
successful counter-attack on the
white supremacists.

Meanwhile the MIA launched
an attack in the federal courts
on the Alabama bus segregation
law. They kept the boycott pres-
sure on throughout the court
deliberations, showing tremen-
dous staying power in a year-
long siege. The mass pressure
speeded the judicial proceed-
ings, resulting in a U.S. Supreme
Court decision 1ast December
knocking out the Alabama law
in question. When the court or-
der . came through tke Negro
people acted to enforce it by re-
turning to the buses on a non-
segregated basis,

Similar enforcement of the
court order was undertaken at
Tallahassee, Florida, where a bus



boycott had been started follow-
ing thke Montgomery action. Test
demonstrations were carried
through in Birmingham, Atlanta
and other Southern cities in or-
der to initiate court action
against local bus segregation
laws, At an Atlanta meeting 97
Negro leaders gathered to form
a Southern Leaders Cenference
with Rev. King as president. The
Conference proclaimed its inten-
tion to fight on until all forms
of 1racial discrimination have
been abolished. President Eisen-
hower was asked to come into
the South and publicly state his
position on the civil rights issue.
When he refused the Southern
Leaders Conference at a later
meeting in New Otrleans pro-
posed a mass pilgrimage to
Washington to demand action
from the federal government.

Beginning with the Montgom-
ery bus boycott, the Southern
Negro movement assumed a van-
guard role in the civil rights
struggle and ckanged the course
of events. Skillfully mobilized by
able leaders with clear aims, the
colored masses intervened against
the White Citizens Councils,
confronting them for the first
time with a head-on fight. Cap-
italist politicians of all stripes
were compelled to reshape their

policies under the impact of mass
pressure. Througkout the Negro
movement the ranks became new-
ly inspired; strategic and tac-
tical policies, erganizational
forms and leadership patterns
have been affected.

The Montgomery action broke
through the limitations long im-
posed on the civil rights move-
ment by the national leadership
of the NAACP. Distrust and de-
liberate restraint of mass action
has been a centrai component of
official NAACP poiicy. At the
aational level the basic policy
has been to seek gradual exten-
sion of civil rights through re-
liance on the courts, law enforce-
ment agencies and legislative
bodies, working toward that end
through the medium of the cap-
italist political parties.

Memb>ership participation in
the local NAACP branches has
been more or less confined to
fund raising, legwork in support
of national policies dictated from
the top and local activities
around civic reform movements.
Few workers could be activated
in this environment. With some
exceptions, the movement re-
mained essentially middle class
in its active core, particularly
outside the South, thus facilitat-
ing middle class domination of
the leadership nationally.

Go Beyond the NAAGCP

The NAACP policy of discour-
aging mass action Jed in the
North and West to sporadic up-
surges of struggle in independ-
ent organizaticnal form. In the
South, aowever, such partial, epi-
sodic mass actions cculd not be
undertaken. For the Southern
Negioes to win a mass struggle
it was necessary for them to
propel a whcle people into mo-
tion, an effort not to be light-
ly undertaken due to the peril
of savage reprisals if defeated.

They therefore sought maximum
utilization of the NAACP as an
instrument of struggle, impart-
ing to it unusval regional
strenzth th-t added to its spe-
cific weignt nationally. In ad-
diticn NAACP initiative in the
proceedings that led to the school
desegregation decitzion brought
great prestige to the organiza-
ticn and its national lecadership.

Yet the fundamental flaw in
NAACP policy—reliance on the
capitalist government to secure



civil rights—has repeatedly up-
set its organizational control
over the insurgent Negro masses.

‘With the rise of the CIO, the
colored workers sought to adapt
to the civil rights movement the
methods of struggle they had
learned in the umions—boycotts,
picketing, protest demonstrations
—and to secure union support
of their efforts. Various local
organizations. sprang into being
as instruments of mass action,
usually 2round some specific is-
sue. Across the years such locsl
movements have ariser and tien
disappeared, only to arise again
in somewhat different form.

Evidence of the rebellious
mood permeating the ranks of
the colored peovle goes beyond
the various small-scale Tocal ac-
tions of recent years. The 1941
March-on-Washington movement
evoked a broad mass response to
a protest action aimed squarely
at the eapitalist goverrment. The
1943 Harlem outbreak reflected
a similar mass mood, as did the
spontaneous resistance to the
anti-Negro pogrom in Detroit
the same year.

In 1955, when the conservative
Negro leaders annocunced meet-
ings to protest the Till murder,
the colored masses of the North
and West filled the halls to
overflowing. TUnionized Negro
workers in Chicago forced ex-
tension of the protest through a
picket line at the City Hall, add-
irg to the bill of particulars lo-
cal scts of violence against col-
ored people.

More alarmed than inspired by
the vigorous mass response to
their call for a protest, the con-
servative Negro leaders sought
to discourage further mass ac-
tion, hoping to keep the move-
ment confined within the gen-
eral framework of reliance on the
government, They were not to

10

succeed because the necessary
conditions for mass jection in the:
South had now matured. The col-
ored people of Montgomery were
able to catch up +with the gener:!
trend toward militant struggle
and in doing so they pushed the
whole movement towards a high-
er stage of develcpment.

The Montgomery Improvement
Association was the mobilization
of an entire Southern Negro

‘community in action. It united

the workers, women, youth, pro-
fessional and middle class ele-
ments more effectively than any
previous organization had done,
enabling them all to contribute
to the common cause. The main
thrust toward organized action,
however, came from the working
class section of the movement.
At every stage the struggle re-
vealed the presence of zn able
worker leadership schooled in
the arts of mass organization.
Typifying this worker leadership
is Mr. E. D. Nixon, treasurer of
the MIA and a veteran union
and civil rights leader. His long
training and experience were no

‘E.

D. Nixon



doubt reflected in the keen sense
of timing with which the growing
mass militancy became crystal-
lized into concrete mass action.

It took a skilled hand to act
decisively while the masses
seethed with anger over the ar-
rest of Mrs. Rosa Parks; to
swiftly mobilize a broadly rep-
resentative leading cadre from
the Negro population as a whole;
and to hammer out a clearly de-
fined perspective around which
to summon the masses to battle
The record s hows -that these
things were done, and done con-
sciously, duving the first days of
the Montgomery action.

As the boycott settled into a
siege furthér evidence revealed

the presence of experienced mass
organizers. The car pool alone
was a masterpiece of organiza-
tion, involving vehicles, drivers,
dispatchers, mechanics ang very
substantial service facilities.
Srike techniques appeared in
the form of an organized relief
system, publicity and legal de-
fense mechanisms and system-
atic appeals for material aid.
The regular mass meetings to
keep the ranks informed of de-
velopments and to telp sustain
their. fighting mqgrale are in the
best tradition of militant la-
bor struggle. Among the meost
significant features is the gen-
erally democratic structure of the
movement,

Use Economic Weapons

One of the boycott demands
called for employment of Negro
bus drivers on certain lines. This
indicates perception of the need
to relate ¢lass problems of the
Negro workers to the general
civil rights stiuggle. Semsitivity
to the economic interests of the
masses is further indicated by
the MIA decision to organize a
credit union. This step, offering
a mweasure of protection against
white supremacist economic re-
prisals. followed the boycott vic-
tory. Thus it implies determina-
tion to centinue with organized
mass action in the fight for full
equality.

High potentjal for the contin-
uation of policies involving mass
participation is also implied by
the predominance of youth in the
MIA leadership. Throvghout his-
tory the youth have given vigor,
sweep and boldness to move-
ments deevly rooted in the
masses. This spirit, infused into
the struggle by the worker
youth, imparted militancy to the
young lawyers end ministers. As
the young ministers responded

bravely to the mass upsurge, the
worker organizers pushed them
forward as public spokesmen.
Several factors were involved:
the traditiona} role of the church
in the civil rights struggle; the
educatignal advantages derived
from their ministerial training;
the time they can give to the.
movement without need for per-
sonal financial aid,

The attentfon given to the
ministers by the press has cre-
ated a partly distorted picture.
of the MIA. Despite the religious
tones and language imparted by
the ministers in the leadership,
it is not primarily a religious
movement. Because of peguiiar
historical ecircumstances, segre-
gation especially, the church has
come to be a social, cultural and
political 23 weil as religious cen-
ter for the Negro people. When
the boycott struggle began the
church was there at hand, avail-
able as a convenient meeting
place and organizational center.
In addition, its character as a
religious institution afforded a
measure of protection against



white-supremacist violence,
thouzh the night-prowling white
supremacists have not hesitated
to hurl bombs at Negro churches.

The MIA mass meetings were
called ‘“‘preyer meetings,” but
they were not at all convention-
al religious gatherings, for the
‘“prayers” were recitations of
grievances, demands and cledges
to do something about them *n
an organized and militant fash-
‘ion. The theme of “non-violence,”
heavily . stressed by the minis-
ters, found an echo in the ranks,
chiefly for its tactical signifi-
cance. The Negro people have
no reason to precipitate acts of
violence. They are merely de-
manding the civil rights to which
they are legally entitled under
thke U.S. Constitution. All the
violence comes from the white
supremacists who seek through
terror to restrain the coloyed
people from fighting for their
“rights. Advocacy of “non-vio-
lence” therefore meets with fa-
vor as a means to protest against
the terrorism aimed at the Ne-
gro freedom fighters.

The program of Rev. King and
some of the other ministers is a
confusing and conflicting com-
bination of mwvstical-pacifist sio-
gans -and militant-practical ac-
tions. On the one hand they
preach a doctrine—“love your en-
emy,” “turn the other cheek”—

al-’

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

that impedes rather than pro-
motes the mobilization of forces
to fight Jim Crow, invites col-
laboration with the enemy and
facilitates his continued domina-
tion. On the other hand they have
supported and led a courageous
mass struggle against that en-
emy.

Passive Resistance?

“Passive resistance” is a for-
maula ‘that can be filled with dif-
ferent kinds of content. In Gan-
dhi’s hands it was used to par-
alyze and demoralize mass action
at crucial moments. In Mont-
gomery, however, even though
the ministers oraise Gandhi. the
accent so far has been on strug-
gle, and the bovcott was active
all the way. The ministers an-
pear to have been accepted by
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“the members of the MIA as lead-

ers in the struggle not because
they preached passivity but be-
aause, reflecting the sentiments
of the members, they preached
resistance—collective Tresistance.
The distinguishing feature of the
Montgomery movement is not
pacifist declarations of some of
its leaders but its use of mass
action to fight Jim Crow. Its
future depends on the.coatinued



use and extension of such action.

One product of the Montgom-
ery struggle was the formation
of the Southern Leaders Confer-
ence. This opens new possibili-
ties for the development of mass
struggle methods on a broader
basis than the bus boycott. It
implies the necessity for greater
intervention by the Southern Ne-
groes themselves, and therefore
represents a differentiation from
the conservative policies of the
national Negro leaders who cling
to their reliance on the capital-
ist government to bring about
civil rights reforms.

One of the first steps of the
SLC was the call for a mass pil-
grimage to Washington on May
17, 1957, to put pressure on the
government., The NAACP lead-
ership was dmwn into sponsor-
ship of this action. The pilgrim-
age was poorly organized, the
turnout falling far short of what
was possible. Nevertheless, it
was a successful demonstration
and a historic occasion.

Though threatened many times
in the past, this was the first
mass Negro march on Washing-
ton. The chief impulse came from
the Southern Negroes, whose en-
try on the national political scene
showed them to be capable of
mobilizing beside themselves the
chief national Negro organiza-
tion and a section of the labor
movement. This action forecasts
motion toward a higher stage of
struggle that can lead to inde-
pendent political action in oppo-
sition to the capitalist parties.
 Qutside the South the colored
masses - have been highly re-
sponsive to the Montgomery
struggle and to the steps taken
by the Southern Leaders Confer-
ence since the boycott victory.
They are wondering why they

cagn’t get into ection themselves.
Within the NAACP the ranks
are growing restless. They want
more membership participation
in the organization, more inter-
nal democracy, as was developed
through the MIA. So far the
masses in general have looked
primarily to the NAACP to set
them into motion. If the organiza-
tion now fails tc act, other or-
ganizational vehicigs will in time
be developed. )

Whether the NAACP will find
a way to fall in step with the
new situation will depend on the
outcome of struggles outside and
inside the organization. For the
next period a fluid process can
be expected in the shaping of pol-
jeies and the development of or-
ganizational forms to implement
them. In time, however, the
NAACP must either readjust to
the changing course of the civil
rights movement or yield its
place as the dominant national
organization in the movement.
The ultimate showdown can. be
expected to involve a shift in the
fundamental axis of the struggle,
away from reliance on the cap-
italist government and. ‘toward
mass action in direct opposition
to government policy.

Conditions for the shift are be-
ing prepared in the South by a
basic process of social change.
Mechanization of agriculture and
a parellel rise of new industries,
is transforming a predominantly’
agricultural into an industrial
people. Colored and white alike
are affected. A vast number have
been entirely uprooted from the
land and drawn into the indus-’
trial centers. In addition many
small farmers and agricultural'
day laborers seek part-time jobs

"in industry because they can’t

make out on the land alone.



Southern Industry Expands

Expansion of the Southern in-
dustrial economy covers a whole
series of products, extehding
from industrial machinery,
through war materials, to a
large variety of consumer items.
According to the magazine U.S.
News and World Report of
January 27, 1956, gains in man-
ufacturing output over the last
15 years range from 353% for
Alabama to 533% for South
Carolina. The South now accounts
for nearly one-quarter of the
country’s manufacturing facili-
ties as compared to 9% at the
turn of the century.

A similar rise in the number
of Southern wage earners en-
gaged in manufacturing is shown
by the National Negro Year
Book. During the period from
1940 to 1950 the percentage of
all Southern wage earners thus
engaged rose from 16.0 to 18.4;
in the same ten years the per-
centage of non-whites involved
rose from 10.1 to 14.1{. Mechani-
zation of agriculture, on the oth-
er hand, has resulted since 1950
in the elimination of 55,000 share-
croppers in the Scutheastern
states alone, leaving a remaining
total of around 200,000 in that
single area of the South. This
figure, related to the land, re-
flects the continuing propulsion
of upreoted agricultural peoples
toward the industrial centers.

Thus in the South, as else-

where in the nation, the Negro
people are undergoing an inten-
sive process of urbanization and
industrialization. City life con-
fronts them with the same old
prejudices they faced on the
land, only the resulting social
patterns are somewhat different.
In the communities they are se-
gregated but they also become
more compactly organized. In in-
dustry they meet general dis-
crimination but they also gain a
higher form of class homogenei-
ty than they were able to attain
on the land. A new necessity and
a new opportunity arises for a
firmer class unity of the colored
and white toilers than could be
found in agriculture. Implied is a
major breach in the wall of white
supremacy leading toward fu-
sion of the civil rights move-
ment with the class struggle in
industry.

Keenly aware of these social
implications, the monopely cap-
italists who today dominate
Southern political rule seek to
strengthen the wall of white su-
premacy in order to keep labor
divided along color lines. In
the last analysis the White Ci-
tizens . Councils are actually the
tool of the monopoly bankers, in-
dustrialists and planters. They
are using this tool to maintain
the open shop, keep wages down
and coin super-profits at labor’s
expense.

Top Union Officials Duck Fight

Failure of the national union
officials to seriously combat the
white supremacists has helped
the White Citizens Councils to
gain strength in the unions. As
a result existing prejudices
among white workers are in
some cases deepened. A general
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pattern of conformity with white
supremacist policies emerges for
lack of class struggle education
and an effective means of re-
sistance to the racists, White
workers who would like to fight
back hesitate for fear of re-
prisals against which they have



no ready defense. Usually they re-
sort to indirect methods of show-
ing their sympathy with the col-
ored workers in the civil rights
struggle and -their feelings of
solidarity with them as class
brothers.

Although industrial employ-
ment in the South is rapidly ex-
panding, less than one-fifth of
the workers are organized into
unions. Open shop conditions
have in turn perpetuated the
Southern wage differential. Ac-
cording to U.S. Department of
Labor figures for 1953-54, for
every $1 a production worker
earned in Chicago, his counter-
part in Atlanta, Dallas or New
Orleans earned only 70 to 75
cents.. These circumstances have
given rise inthe North and West
to an increasing flow of runaway
plants toward the South.

Deliberate efforts to draw

industries southward are illu-
strated by a current national ad-
vertising campaign sponsored by
the Oklahoma State Department
of Commerce and Industry, a
governmental arm of capitalist
political rule. As published in the
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New York Times of March 10,
1957, the advertisement states in
part: “In May of 1955 the aver-
age hourly pay of Oklahoma la-
bor was $1.74 per hour compared
with the netioral average of
$1.84 per hour [wage differven-
tial]. The pergent of man-days
worked, lost thrcugh labor dis-
putes for ‘the nation wa=s .72,
while that of Oklahoma was only
.33 [open shopl.”

To workers outside the South
the danger of ' runaway plants
and the drag of the wage dif-
ferential are costly to their em-
ployment and their earning pow-
er. Unionization of the Scuth is
therefore vital to labor nztion-
ally. But as the experience in
building the CIO taught, unions
can’t be organized without the
aid of tke colored workers in-
volved. Consequently it is a mat-
ter of class duty for labor to sup-
port the civil rights movement
in order to help forge colored
and white solidarity in industry.

The AFL-CIO in Flint, Mich-
igan recently ‘denounced local at-
tempts tq form a White Citizens
Council. This action clearly stems
from lessons first learned in the
great sit-down strikes of 1937
through which the CIO organized’
the auto workers. However, the
Flint policy declaration gives
rise to some questions. If the
White Citizens Councils are anti-
labor in Flint, are they not also
anti-labor in Montgomery, Ala-:
bama? If Flint labor is now
threatened by this white-suprem-
acist tool of the capitalist class,
shouldn’t the AFL-CIO launch
an offensive agains‘t the White
Citizens Councils at the foun-
tainhead in the South? Shouldn’t
that offensive take the form of
an 2ll-oyt union organizational
drive, coupled with militant sup-
port of the civil rights move-’
ment, the unions’ natural ally



against the anti-Negro, snti-la-
bor conspiracy of the white su-
premacists ?

The union movement is in.an
excellent position to cut away
the mass base of the White Citi-
zens Councils. Vigorous union
intervention, backed by up the
full national power of organized
labor, would evoke a real re-
sponse among the Southern work-
ers. The dynamic strike wave
that raced across the South in
1955 revealed the growing work-
er sentiment for union action. In
a sense this strike wave paral-
leled the great 1934 strikes whieh
arose as the heat-lightning sig-
nalling the coming CIO storm.

Objective circumstances are
preparing the white workers to
accept the colored toilers as class
brothers. Open-shop conditions
are creating probiems that make
racial prejudice more and more
expensive to the white workers.
At the same time the Montgom-
ery boycott action cannot help
but give them a new apprecia-
tion of the fighting qualities
of the Negro workers.

The Negro workers, jor their
part, appear eager to join in the
union- struggle. However, they
want first-class citizenship with-
in organized labor, along with
union support of their civil
rights in industry and through-
out society. By meeting this just
demand labor- will serve its owr
interests, gaining colored-white
solidarity in industry and win-
ning over the colored people gen-
erally as allies. This alliance
which flows naturally from the
mutual interests and essential
class affinity of the labor and
civil rights movements, can be
firmly cemented by the Negro
workers.

There are virtually no capital-
ists among the Negro people and
only a thin layer of middle class
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elements. As a people they.are
overwhelmingly working class in
composition. Taken nationally, a
large section of the Negro work-
ers are already unionized. These
unionists are farthest advaaced
in connecting the fight for their
civil rights with the struggle to
defend their class interests and
in raising political consciousness
to a higher level.

Usually the last to be hired
and the first to be fired, the
threat of unemployment becomes
for them both a civil rights and
a class issue requiring united la-
bor-Negro action in all respects
As a segregated minority they
suffer the worst housing crisis,
thus feeling an acute need for
common efforts by the labor and
Negro movements to compel gov-
ernment action in the Lousing
field. Migratory pressures on the
city ghettoes are pushing the
Negro people out into new resi-
dential areas where they meet
vicious wk ite supremacist re-
sistance. Yet everywhere in the
country they see the capitalist
politicians duckirg responsibility
for enforcement of the Negroes’
right to a home. They find littke
equality anywhere, except in tax-
ation to finance the capitalist
war program toward which they
show no enthusiasm.

These conditions force the Ne-
gro militants toward 2n exami-
natior of the political nature of
the government power. They find
the main bastion of white su-
premacist rule among the South-
ern Demcerats whose political
strength derives in great part
from the disenfranchisement of
the colored masses. Nationally
they sece the Democrats aid the
white supremacists by giving
them the chairmanships of key
Congressional committees, They
behold the Republicans making
their contribution in the form
of a coalition with the Southern



Democrats to enact generally re-
pressive laws, while the Presi-

NOW LoDk WHAT You

MADE us DD/

dent remains neutral on the side

of the racists.

Need for Independent Politics

Recognition is therefore dawn-
ing that to break the power of
the white supremacists the
masses must enter the political
arena as an independent force.
The proposal of the Southern
Leaders Conference to organize
a mass pilgrimage to Washing-
ton was a limited step in that
direction. It also pointed the way
for the union movement in op-
posing the governmental attacks
on labor. In fact there is great
‘need for the labor and civil
rights movements to join forces in
independent political action to ad-
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vance their mutual interests.

_As yet the Negro movement is
ahead of organized labor in gath-
ering mass momentum. The
union struggle remains muted
due largely to the high level of
employment and the tolerable
wagre level made possible through
production for war. However,
there is considerable ferment
within the unfons nationally and
among the unorganized workers
of the South. With the civil rights
movement upsetting the nation-
al political equilibrium and ad-
vancing the political edwcation



of the working clazs, labor is
brought that much closer to a
mass upsurge. When the work-
ers act their struggles will lend
fresh vigor to the Negro move-
ment. This interrelation between
the two movements will tend to
lead them toward unity of pur-
pose in the sphere of independent
political action.

Their fusion into a wnited po-
litical force would imply a head-
on collision with the capitalist
ruling class, breaking up the
present two.party swindle &nd
precipitating a class polarization
in politics. In the process the
civil rights forces could be ex-
pected to allv themselves with la-
ber to launch an independent la-
bor party based on the unions.

The chief cbstacles to this de-
velopment are the union officials
with their middle class mentality
and the middle class Negro lead-
ership. Both sets of bureaucrats
viokate the democratic rights of
the membership acting to keep
the masses chained to the liberal
capitalist politicians. Shrinking
from direct struggle against the
capitalist ruling class, they ap-
peal to the capitalist govern-
ment for reforms to appease the
masses. Toward this end they
give general support to the Dem-
ocratic Party, with an occasion-
al sortie into Republican politics
to demonstrate their “independ-
ence.” As a consequence they
spread capitalist ideas among the
masses, impair class conscious-
ness and sow illusions that a fun-
damental change can be brought
about under capitalism.

Official union support of the
civil rights movement is delib-
erately channeled through the
conservative leadership dominat-
ing the NAACP. This policy flows
from fear that mass action in the
civil rights struggle will cause
ferment among Negro workers
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in the unions nationaily and help
precipitate mass action to union-
ize the Scuth. A mil‘tant leader-
ship would welcome such possi-
bilities and act to spread the
process. But the top union offi-
cials see only a danger of upset-
ting their class-collaborationist
schemge to refer all social prob-
lems to the Democratic Party for
adjustment. Above all they fear
to face the race issue in the
‘South, .an evasion of leadership
responsibility that doomed in ad-
vance the Southern organization
drive started in 1946. Their fail-
ure engzbled the Dixiecrats to stay
in power and enact “Right-to-
Work” laws as a further barrier
to unionization.

False policies within the rad-
ical movement have helped to
prop up the class collaborationist
politics] lime of the union offi-
cials and the conservative Ne-
gro leaders. The Social Demo-
crats, having abandoned class-
struggle concepts as they capitu-
lated to the capitalist war policy,
aet in close kinship with the bu-
reaucrats dominzting the mass
movement. The. Communist Par-
tv, following the deceptive Sta-
linist line of “peaceful co-exist-
ence,” advances the misleading
notion t hat fundamental social
problems can be solved through
an “anti-monopoly coalition” cut-
ting across class lines. Both ten-
dencies render service to the con-
servative leaders of the Ilabor
and Negro movements in keep-
ing the masses tied to the Dem-
ocratic Party.

The Communist Party, which
in the past has been the most
successful in recruiting Negro
militants, has also done a lot to
discredit the radical movement
in the eyes of the colored masses.
Among Negroes. as in American
life generally, the CP leaders
have consistenly demonstrated



their readiness to svbordinate all
other interests to those of the
Soviet bureaucracy., Twists and
turns in Kremlin diplomacy,
vather than changes in American
conditions, have accounted for
the abrupt changes in the CP line
en the Negro struggle: “mili-
tancy” against Jim Crow during
the Stalin-Hitler psct; hostility
to the Negro struggle as “dis-
rupting the war effort” during
the U.S.-Soviet. wartime alliance;
“militancy” a g ain during the
cold war; snd now, a readiness
to take a “statesmanlike” view
even of anti-Negra forces if they
are willing to support "pelceﬁll
co~existence.”

The Communist Party st one
time sdvocated estadlishment of

a Negro Republic in. th¢ Blark

Belt. This alogan ranh ¢ounter to
the integrationist aims of the
colored people and further alien-
ated them from mocialist ideas.

It also created confusion about
the principles of self-determina-
tion. Theoretically, the profound
growth of racial solidarity and
national conscioyshess among
the  Negro people might umder
certain futur e conditions give
rise to separatist demands, Since
minority peoples have the demo-
cratic right to exercise self-de-
termination, socialists would be
obligated to support such de-
mands if they should reflect the
mass will. Yet even under these
circumstances socialists would
continue to advocate integration
rather thap separation as the best
solution of the race guestion for
Negro and white workers alike.
While upholding the «ight of self-
determinatjon, they would econ-
tinug to urge an alliance of the
Negro people and the working
class to bring. sabout a socialist
solution of the civil rights prob-
lem within the existing national
framework.

Mass Action Is the Key

‘Motion toward the sociglist
solution iy today foreshiddowed
by the Montgomery struggie
Class collaborationist policies
can hold the masses in check
only so long as cap‘imlism can
grant recl concessions, one upon
another. Since there is imperative
need for fundamental special
change, each concession leads to
new and more far-redcking de-
mands;: The recent eivil ¥ights
battles have provea in life the
class-struggle principle ~ =~
that mass pressure is the only
means to wrest sighificant re-
forms from theé ruling elass. Far
from appeasing the Negro peo-
ple, the legal reforms and other
concessions thus far granted
kave become the starting point
for broader striggles and mete
militant methods aimed at trans-
lating legal victorles inte living
realities.
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Capitalism therefore finds it
increasingly difficult to grant
sufficient reforms to appease the
masses. As Montgomery shows,
this contradiction leads inevita-
bly to mass actions that tend to
upset the capitalist political equi-
librium. Conditions are thus
ripening for replacement of the
‘reformist leadership of the mass
movement with a revolutionary
socidlist” leadership.

The proceéss can bé helped
along through a transitional pro-
gram leading toward fusion of
the civil rights movement with
the class struggle for socialism.
This program takes as its point
of departure the indspendent
character of the Negro move-
mert as a minority struggle for
democratic reforms under cap-
italism, focusing special atten-
tion on the need for labor to
support the struggle. Organized



labor should be in the forefront
of the fight for such ecivil rights
legislation as an FEPC with teeth
in it, anti-lynch laws, poll tax
répeal and measures to protect
the voting rights of the colored
people. Labor should give mili-
tant backing to demands for
Presidential enforcement of Ne-
gro rights, including the use of
federal troops against the white
supremacists where tactical con-
ditions warrant such a demand.
Full support must also be giv-
en the colored freedom fighters
in taking measures for their own
self-defense against white su-
pramacist terror. During the
Montgomery action sheer neces-
sity preduced an embryonic form
of defense guards, As the strug-
gle deepens this defense mecha-
nism will be required to assume

more concrete forms according
to the given tactical. situation.
Again it is in labor’s elementary
class interests to prevent the
White Citizens Councils from
creating a polarization along col-
or lines whereby all-Negro de-
fense guards would have to stand
alone against white supremacist
terrorists. Acts of violence have
been and will continue to be di-
rected against the unions as well
as the Negro people. As a veal
campaign to organize the South
gets under way such attacks will
grow in inteusity. The labor and
civil rights movements therefore
have a ¢ ommo n problem that
should be met through united

' self-defense measures.

Socialists have a special re-
spongsibility to mobilize labor

_suppert of Negro mass actions




and to help give conerete political
direction to these struggles. La-
ber should be called to join such
demonstrations as the mass pil-
grimage to Washington. These
measures offer a realistic vehi-
cle to generalize the mass de-
mands and direct them with max-
fmum force squarely at the fed-
eral government. Mass experi-
ence of this kind at the seat of
governmental power helps to dis-
pel illusicns in the capitalist
government and speed the break
with capitalist politics.

Socialists should encourage and
support the running of independ -
ent Negro candidates, against the
Democratic and Republican tick-
ets. Such support, with the nec-
essary criticism where the pro-

gram is inadequate, is fully justi- _
fied on the principle of the right ~

of Negroes to minority repre-
sentation in government. The
unions should be urged to back
independent Negro cadidates and
to run their own independent
candidates in opposition to the
capitalist parties. Fusion of these
independent political currents
should be advocated through a
labor-Negro alliance to form an
independemt labor party based
on the unions. A laber party
.would in turn serve as the polit-
ical instrument for creation of
a workers and farmers govern-
ment, acting solely in the inter-
ests of the toiling masses. That
government, being genuinely rep-
resentative of the Negro people,
would act to guarantee their full
civil rights. To achieve these
ends it would of necessity move
toward the establishment of a
socialist society.

If the fight for complete equal-
ity is to be won, the Negro work-
‘ers must take the leadership out
of the hands of the middle class
elements. That task requires the
building of a left wing founded
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on class-struggle perspectives. In
their dual role as Negroes and
as unionists the colored workers
are in a position to strive within
both the ecivil rights and union
spheres for the fusion of these
two movements. As the union
rank and file is brought to the
aid of the civil rights struggle,
the Negro workers will in turn
gain support in asserting their
leadership.

The revolutionary socialist
movement can help this process:
along by initiating united front.
actions in solidarity with the
Negro people. Through a united
effort by all radical tendencies:
momentum can be developed to
draw broader forces, including
sections of the labor moévement,
into the supporting actions. This.

“jhitiative on the part of revolu-

tionary socialists would help cre-
ate receptivity to their ideas
within the civil rights movement.
Circulation of the socialist press
could be expanded among colored
readers introducing them to the
class-struggle program and
counteracting the capitalist

. ideology spread by the daily pa-

pers, radio and TV,

Socialists should give active
support to the NAACP, the MIA
and other organizations in the
civil rights movement, working
to build them while seeking to
extend the influence of left wing
and progressive forces' within
them. Following the example
set by the MIA, full internal
democracy should be advocated
in all these organizations so that
the membership may have a voice
in shaping policy and an opror-
tunity to play a genuine role
in the struggle for equality,

Revolutionary socialists are

confronted with complex educsa-

tional tasks in connection with
the civil rights struggle. It is
necessary to have a thorough un-



derstanding of the historical,
theoretical and practical aspects
of the fight for Negro equality
in its independent character as a
movement for democratic re-
forms under capitalism, a move-
ment which under conditions of
capitalist decay has a profound-
ly revolutionary charafter. Sim-
ilar knowledge is needed of the
history, theory and practice of
the working class struggle as
developed across the years. In ad-
dition the class conscious mili-
tants must have a firm grasp of
the interconnecticn between
thdse two movements and the
manner in which they may be
fused into a common struggle to
resolve their mutual problems.
Planned educational programs to

meet these needs are a must for
the socialist movement.

To have real meaning educa-
tion must be related to g2ction,
helping to implement the strug-
gle itself and in turn gaining en-
richment from the experiences of
the living movement. Consequent-
ly socialists must closely follow
all new developments in the mass
movement and strive to play a
part in these events. Through
careful study of the flow of po-
litical life, and an exchange of
views to clarify disputed points
of analysis and program, the so-
cialist movement can steadily
gain in its capacity to lend
strength to the just cause of
the colored people.

Socialist Workers l'ai'ty Propoéals

Throughovt the years the So-
cialist Workers Party has con-
sistently supported the- struggle
for Negro equality. Our efforts
have included: demands for ef-
fective governmental action to
enforce civil rights; support to
the NAACP, the MIA and other
organizations fighting in the.in-
terests of the colored people; ini-
tiation cf protest actions against
police brutality, legal frameups,
lynch terror, segregation, job
discrimination and other Jim-
Crow practices; support to Ne-
gro candidates for public office
so long as they run independent-
ly of the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties.

In the unions the Socialist
Workers Party has sided with the
colored workers in their fight
for full membership rights and
for Negro representation in the
leadership. We have consistently
urged organized labor to give
full backing to the Negro peo-
ple. We have sought to explain
why the labor movement must
have the support of the colored

workers to win its battles and
why success for the civil rights
movement depends on the sup-
port of the white working class.
Above all we have stressed the
need for class political conscious-
ness among worker militants,
colored #@nd white, as the key to
victory for both movements. Dis-
crimination against the Negro
people is only the crudest ex-
pression of the many forms of
discrimination and oppression ex-
isting under capitalism. If these
social wrongs are to be over-
come, it is mecessary to abolish
the capitalist system of class ex-
ploitation that breeds these
wrongs and to replace it with a
socialist society founded on the
principles of justice and equality
for all who toil.

In accordance with these con-
cepts the Socialist Workers Par-
ty believes the socialist move-
ment should advocate: Complete
economic, social and political
equality for all minority peo-
ples. Abolish all forms of bu-
reaucratic control within the



mass movement and establish
complete rank-and-file democra-
cy. Discard all class-colabora-
tionist policies and institute class-
struggle methods. Fight for
equality through mass action in-
stead of relying on the capitzl-
ist government to grant reforms.
Run independent Negro candi-
dates in opposition to both cap-
italist parties. Full union sup-
port to the civil rights -move-

ment. A labor-Negro alliance to
launch an independent labor par-
ty based on the unjons. Replace
the capitalist government with
workers and farmers govern-
ment. Abolish capitalism and es-
tablish a sccialist society.

Only om this class-struggle
road does the Socialist Workers
Party believe the civil rights
question can be fundamentally
and permanently resolved.

‘*Labor

with a white skin cannot emancipate
itself where labor with a black skin is branded.’’

~ = Karl Marx

“In Our Hands Tl

here Lies the Power”
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