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. DECLARATION ON -THE FOTURTH INIEHNATLIUNAL,

. The utter 00113Du3 of the two »ld Internationals even befcre the
outbreak of the Seccud World War, has only been .spectacularly emphaciz—
ed since the war bepan.” ‘Also emphasized,”over again, is -the burning
need of recrnst:t1+1ng the world vanguard of the working class, of re-:
grouping ‘all the revo]utionary Marxists who have remained true to their
principles, 'and of crganizing them on the tasis of the fundamental vro- -

i 8ram of the Fourth InteTnatioral.” ‘Now, more. than ever before, can it k-~
® sald that without thi's program, the ‘dewnward march of .mankind ints the
i abysg cof Tarbarism will ‘remsin unhalted, its upward march.to the new cr .
- der of world socmalisn, “of frce¢0ﬁ,rneace, abundance, security and
® Drotherhood of the-peovnles will kot be crowned with-triumph. - -
- . Not since the last war has the spirit of nationalism been. 80 orom-
inently engendered in the minds «of the peogple. - Nationaliom, chauvinism
defense of the fatherland are ,the indispensible weapsns in the . hourgeoi-.
artillery of the war, : Ag always the' war is acceompanied by a strict cer
weorshlp Tesulting 4in severe interferenoce in international contact. - -
‘But “the war too has.'demonstrated the international character of ..
modern economy: and has ‘demonetrated: that the molution to the problems
posed by the war and moribund.capitalism is the international, the worl
‘revolution, - If Nationalism-is- thC'Weapon of ‘reactionary . capltalism, Iv
ternationalism is the weapen: of ‘socialism.. Not since the last war has -
the need for internationalism Lecbme: 80‘V1tal an instrument of the stri .
_gle agalnst war and :capitalism., Ours if the Party of World Revolution.
. It.is the ‘task .cf 4he Party to'demonstrate .this, first by an in-
;ﬂternationalist attitude on the: development of-events;: by aotive propa-
f  ganda ‘and agltatlon for the solidarity of -all workers’ 'the world over,
. and by 2 eommon effort with ‘4th Internationalists throughout the world
f in struggle against ‘the imperialist war.- For this, it is an imperitive .
¢ necessity that’ our Party maintain“active contast with 4th Internationa’
¢ ists in ‘every oountry end Work ‘in . a 51ng1e effort to accompllsh our gor
%Qiﬂigtgmﬂ.~ . 8 SR ;
- ‘The events of the past year, flllei W1th many Worklng olass dexea
Afi:have not been ‘without their,injurious effects upon the Fourth Internat: -
k . ional. The war ‘brought Wlth it not only a certain dispersal of our mo -
£ ment, and ‘an enormous’ aco°ntuation ~f, difficulties for: it, . but also th.
destruction of an organized, aﬁthorltative central body soeaklng for tL,
Fourth International as a whole, ..'i- "~ - &l v -
*The split in the American..seation of the Ivternatlonal has had dl'
ect and immediaterepercussions in.the International as a whole and in
its central institutions in particular. . The Socialist W orkers Party,
led by.the. Cennon ‘group; ‘fsllowed the .aplit with a eall -for:an "Emer- -
£ency International COHfGIGhCG."»«Thl“ Gonference was called in direct
and flagrant violaticn 0f the Statutes of ‘the -Fourth International sel-
emnly adopted at its; Founding Congress. ~The call for 'the Conference ve -
not ‘supnworted by ‘any ‘of the imporfant- seotions of -the International. ov?
gide ‘of the Canndm grovp-and a dozen-comrades in Mexico -and Canada. .T!
- duly eleeted Buresu.of -the International was neither consgulted about ti
Conference, nor informed that it would take place, .The majority of thc
- membersg of this Bureau:were not invited-to-the conferenece. They were, -
.indeed, exsluded from. it by virtue of ‘the monstrdus ocondition plaoced
- upon their attendange;’ as:well ag uptn the attendance of the Workers
. Party, namely, that-they oomit themselves ‘in advance to sunnort of the -
i deriplions taker by the:Cennon group, “Members of the: ‘International Bur-
eau, who were exnelled from the S.W.P, hy the Caonnon group, had their
. expulsion Iqtiilcd by the .game ‘Gcnnon group sitting as-an Mintgrnations
&% conferenoe", Tae 3udpcs, the proseoutor, and the abbel?nt judges were
ell the ‘same’- poomle‘;“ﬁ SARSELIE LML R A A
* Throughout the ex1stence of our movement “we havetﬁpeatedly con- .
demned the Stalinists fsr.their-cynical v1c1ati¢n of their ewn Comintei
statutes.  We canrot do less when the-name, or even worse, violations
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t surcelves »f the right to“indict St\liniem. “"‘fn tha figrht of."the Left
& oovosition. 1n.Russia;‘hoWéver, the~expelled ‘or-guspénded Oprasitionists
i were at least given the formal right- to appesre before.-the: Intexne e
L 1onal to state their apoeals. against,the decision of its Russian'® “sectio:
P In the e=se of the "emergcnoy conferenoc! of the Gannon group, . thc eX— -
i pelled Minority was not even given thig Tighte~  iei2rr ) caian -
3 » The Gannon conference could hot- end did net. represent. the Vourth
3 Internatlonﬁl. -The Executive: Conﬁlttee Qlected by it has.cven. less:
f Cleoim to suoh Tepresentationst It 18 .a falschood to say that &. Single e
¥ onc of -the European scotions mﬂndntei a, 'representative .fo- this spurious
¥ confercnce.’ It is felse to say that a sindgle one of- the. Sout¥W.Américan
i}sectlons ‘mandated..a representative. I+ was. g conferénce of, the Cannon
" faction, vlus . delerate rnpresentinF two otners in Ownada and 2 d61~;~
. cgate IODIO”CntinU ten others in Mexieol . vs | wou . .a
3 - Whatever olaims'.to. authdrity this oonfcrence, and the ccmmlttee
' olected by it,. ﬂl”ht ‘hdave made at the time, the 1Izst vestige of -any au;
b thority for it to spenk inithe- ‘n-me:-of. the Fourth International has dis.
} apocared with the traﬂic death'rf comrader Leon Troteky. - We 0annot tol—
L. erate by silence, the: attemnt ‘of ‘the Tennow group, revresenting at best
E only one tendency in.‘the I Fourth, .International, ‘to usurp the authority
¥ of .our world movement or to spédk’in its mame. i~ .. g
E. The undcrsivned ‘comrades. renresent\the majnrity of the Inﬁe*netioﬁr
I 51 Burecu of “the Fourth Internamiohél a8 fAuly cleoted by the 2uthorize
L and representative. . institutions pf the Ipternaticnal.: ; Thesc oonmrades
¢ survorted; ds is known, thes vichoint of the: Minc: ity of the Socialist -
¢+ Workers Party, gow orgenized-us the Workers Psrty. - ‘This vicwpoint hxs
f also ‘becen endorsed by -the ‘Brazilisn’ .Section.of the Internatiqnal, the -
} Uruguayan section, hy twor 1mportant segtions in ‘Asia Which have recent-
: 1y ~omec over to the vrogran. of‘the Fourth.International,: end by. groups .
- nficcomrades snd - ind; viduels i other sectionS'throuohout ‘the world.vw‘ o
4 Howevor, dCSpl -eurr foraal"aguthority, the: rcalitics of (the site -
f-uetion prevent us. from arrégating to ourselves, as the. Cannon gToup has:
t done, the right fto speazk in the neme -of .the Fourth Internatignal. Wo -
F must establish the traglae-fadt that, while the movement for the . Fourth
f Titernational exists and will grow, “that while ‘sections exist - the
£ Fourth Internatlonal a8 an” organized,.oentrpllzed, autheritative end re*i
P Tesentative hody does. not’ now exisgt..-We ‘see ‘cur: primary task to. be the
- painste oking woark. 6F reoOﬁstituting the Int!l .as-1t°should be- constitutc~
L This involvés the werk Loth of restoring- .relationg with other secations .-
and groups throuchout the world, "gnd elarifying 'and elaborating our S
demental- international prdgram in ‘light of the detelopments in- 4he worl..
k' sltuation end in“the warking ‘class MOvemenﬁ. waardq thig”gnd, the un—=
= dersipgned ecomrades’ have'constituted themselyes as a Yammittee for the:
f Fourth Intérnationsl, . It<invites”all true- Fouith Internationalists and "
f. Tevolutionary: fqrxists througheyt the world-to follow suit. by estarlish.
F lnp everywherc similar gommittdes, .éntering.into clgsest relntions with
. Cach other, .collaberating politlsally and orgenizationa 111y to the “axin-
um extent pessible, -and: prcparinﬁ for the ctonvocation nf. an~authentic.
end renresentative world: congress. Af .the- Fourth ‘Internationals o .
: Oour movement has ‘gufféred seveére.blows. . We have feclt the first'vff ‘
j blows of the imperialist war 'resction™and rerression, and been buifettec , -
; £y the first waved .of seonisl-chauwiniem. ' We have had defeotigns.- the -
®ithdrawal of the Burnhams,.the 'shift to.reaction ofithe Riveras, "the - _
flight to the demoeratic imperialists ‘of the Chen du-hglus, -’But we arc- .
i more than cver convinced of the power: of “our pringiples, of ‘the tritumph . =
j. of nur progrem, of the invinélbility.and viatory of the socialist work-: i
ing clvss. Lonm live the Fourth. Internatinnal, recensrated and mere .
Powerful then everl Long-live thé struggle against imperialist war and.
Teaction! Lono ’ive the strugﬁle fnr a werkers* W'Ild eni 1nternetional'
8scialiom! B R N PR SRS e
'»jug‘,lc*f- : - Brown - Antheny‘«.Alberts - Trent ‘
e T r (Lembers oX. the Bureau of the ‘4th Intll)G—I
e
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SUMMATION OF ASTATIC-COLONIAL ~TOUR

Duration: End of April, 1940 through” Scptcnbor, 1940

Approwlnatcly 5% months, -

Countrics Vlsiggg: ¢apan, China, Hongkong (British colw

017) , French Indo~China, Federated
Malay States (Singapore ’& Johoro),
Ceylon and India,

Fourth International Sections Contacted: (a) The

Communist Leaguo  of-Chinaj (D) Singaporc group; (c)
Tho Ceylon Socialist Party; (d) The Rgvolutionary Soc=-
1allst Leaguc of Indla, ‘ .

Note: (a) There 1s no scction in Japan,

(b) - Tho Hongkong 'scction 4s part of tho Chincse
- Cormunist League,
(¢) -It was impossible %o contact the Bolshevik-
Loninists of Indo=~China duc to florce, un-
.precedented repression and lacl: of thmo.

Work Accomplished and Conclusions:

(a)

()

(o)

(@)

(e)

Separate reporfs have been submitted on the two most
Important oountrlcs - chlon and India.

In all countries, contact was rmost comradely, friend»
1y and welcome. The fact that our ncwly organized
Party was the first and only scction of the Fourth
International to conduct such a tour impressed all
corirades and ‘has given us an "in" that will bring
blg roeturns in the future, dependent upon the growth
and successful participation of those sections in
revolutlionary actions, They will look to our Party

- in time of need,
Greater knowledge of ‘this all important section of

the colonial world, its goneral situation, the meth-

' ods and structures ‘of ,colonial revolutionary SectiOdﬁ

ctes was gained, In additlon, much concrete inforne-
atlon as to Fourth Intornational strength and poten-
tialities has been gathered for our Party'!s general
use,

Regarding the factilon situation in America and the
political causes of tho split, all scctions and

~ groups contacted now have the full story of these

happenings, instead of the prevmcus half-way and
distorted vorsion, .

Political faction solidarity can be claimed from the
Ceylon Party and the India Lcague, The Chinese secc-
tion 1s solidly "Majority", the position of French
Indo—China is totally unknown bo anyone., £3
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In general, it must be born in mind that the cituaticn in thoe cel-
eirial werld is not far different from that of the imperialist werld, with a
similar 2cclinesand depression of the revcluticnary mevement due to causes
wo all aro familiar with, It weuld be wrnng to expect sensaticnal develop-
ments at Uho present stage of the wurld war, Such, unfortunately, is not the
case. In 1y opinis, the mest imrcrtant resuly of the tour will be that out-
lined usder'IV (b) - in the future, Tio "Vorld Menifests” of the Majerity
"pPan=-Anerican Crnference" spcke cf %o necessity cf alding the colonial sec-
ticns aaxd establishing a sbraing se3biin in India, They speke, we did some-
thingt

V. TFuture:
(a)  We must contifiie to reach these sections &nd groups with
our Party literature.

(b) A similar tcur will be necessary only in the event of an
. important revolutionary develcpment - such as a successftl
" colonial uprising - in one or more of these countries. If
the status guo remains, or if the colcxies are merely
switthed tc ancther imp-rialism, no pelitical tour wculd
be oalled for, But under teday's lightning-like events
we must think in terms of the first probahility,.

October, 1940 Sherman Stanley

% * %

%* * %k K
% * . % *® &
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- REPORT -- CN - CEYLON

On the small colorial island 2f Ceylon (pop. 6,000,000) there exists a
genuine secticn of the Fourth Internmational, Beginning a bure 5 years age as
a naticnalist, vaguely socialist formation this Party has steadily developed
and evolvel until today it represents a movement of which all Fourth Internat-
icnalists can well be prcud, Taking into mocount the relative size and impcro-
ance of Co;len, the Lanka Sama Samaj Party (Ceylon Sccialist Party) is by far
the strengost and most pewerful section of cur Internaticnal todayt The fact
Jthat our Amoerican party has, by its literature and exchange visits, assisted
in the ideclogical and praotical growth of this movement is likewise something
of which we can be proud, ' ) :

* Kk * .
GENERAL: There is no basic change in the siatus of Ceylon since the oubtbreck
of the Werld War, The war in Ceylon is.an abstraotior: and has no direcs

effect upcn the masses, Nc soldiers are recruited or censoripted, no rival
imperialism at presont threatens the country and there is no colonial beurgeois-
ie worth speaking of to whip up any pro=-British war spirit,

Hewevor, the indircet effects cf the war are ohvicuse. The breakdown cf
oommuniuati:n§ means that the eountry lcses all its internaticnal markets for
its rubber, tea, ococonut, sto,, produots, There is no industry whatsoevor, ex-
cept that ccnnectod with the railway system, All layors cf the yopulation
(plantation owners, Ceylon occmpradere bourgoecisie, Coylon small peasant prop-
rietors, plantation laborers eto,) aro hard hit by this econcmic collapso, 69




Ceylan

Ceylon is basically_ g .raw material precducing colony, depending ccn-
pletely upon the outside world (that is, shipping) .for 1ts finished
products. In addition, it is partly a, sub-colony of India with whom
it conducts a large part ¢f its trade. Its fate in.a political and
economic sense is closely’ihtertwined and dependent upon events in

Isdia.

i PARTY SITUATION: The Party (LSoP) today has been driven completely .
. underground by the imperialist repression. This repression (directed
I entirely against cur comrades, since there is ne other political oppos.-
f itien on the island) is organized by the Ceylon Planters! Association,
the ruling force of Ceylon. They have an armed Rifle Corps and var-
“Yous vigilante organizations for conducting systematic terror against
he Party and workers, As in.India, the clear objective of the COey-
on imperialiste is to hold on to power by sheer military strength
hen the collapse of England oeeurs, while awaiting the new world div—

sion.

Four outstanding leaders oP the Party, 1nelud1np its twe repre—
entatives of thé Ceylon State Council, are in jail for conducting
evolutionary defeatist propaganda. They are held as detenues, with-
ut trial or charges, for the duration of the,war. A i@an hunt has
een under way for months to captursé the remainlng leaders, but with
0 Success. The Party llves on and is. the terror of the 1mper1alists.

: 'S
PARTY STR“NGTH & ORuANIZATIONz . The’ Party mewbcrship lies between
3,000 and 3,000, but since the repre851on active party members have
ecn reduced to several hundreds It has units established in all the
mportant cities of Ceylon and in numerous pegsgnt villages. A sys-
em of communications exist between the various anits and the center.’
The composition of the'Party is. proletaxian on the whole, with pre-
¢ssional revolutionists furnishzng.$he organizad leadcrsh;p.

The Party had - prepared itself fe; 111egality and was ready to

eet the new situationh whielh’ beran with the-arrcst af the State Coun—
ilors. It has'an illegal directmng exccutive body and an illegal
rcss which publishes its papers (in Tamil znd Sinhalcse) regularly
ach fortnight, Although hard hit financially 1t keeps going through
he sacorifices of its comrades WhO de not hesitate to‘sell their per—
'8onal property. : ) S ,

. - .t PR R "';--",. :
"PARTY ACTIVITY & INFLUENCE: "The Party is the recognlzcd leader of -
the nationalist, trade union and pewsant movement. 4t has no rivals
‘in the field. The overwhelming bulk ef its activity is dirccted am-
‘ong the 600,000 Tamil (Secuth Indlan) tea leborers, who form the bulk
of the island's proletarian population. BSince thc war it has conduct-
ed many militant strikes among tNese workers with fair successs. Bloed:
battles, including shootings havn ‘occurcd and in isolated placcs em-
bryonio soviets have been established during the coursc of the strug-
gles. These strikes are continuing. .In addition, the Party influen—
- ces the transport workers, small peasantry, fishermcn, students., ctoe

|, Aside from the daily coononid atyugslos, the Party conducts oon-
‘sistent nationalist, anti-war and socialist propaganda whrough its pap-

ers, olasses, eto. It is décidedly not a tra.d.e-union grouping, but a,o
. v 4
- ‘ - _.f'
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gonuino rovelutienary party with muss influence, Its namo 1s on tho lips of

. overy workor and poasant on tho island, all of whom aro sympathizors. Its in-
fluonoco ascends ovon to the upper bourgcois and govermmontal oireles, whioh ac-
ccunts for 1ts success in outwitting tho ropression,

As an example of its strongth, I ray cito the faet that after the arrest
of tho Statoe Couneilors in Colombo a dononstration of 10,000 Colombo workors
. 3 was orgonized, Thoy marchod tc the jail, sang rovolutienary songs and woreo
'3 addressed by the Counoilors whe spcke threugh tho bars of thoir cellsl

PARTY PCLITICAL PROGRAM Simultanoously with tho ®sxpulsiop of a small Stalinist
nuclous gsevoral of whorworo GPU mon sont from England), tho Party began con-
sidoration of a Draft Program which was oompletoly in accord with tho rosolutions
of Lo First World Congress of our International, A conforonce had boon plannod
‘at w¥icl’ formal adherence te the Intornational was plarned, but this was indef-
ini%tcly postponed by the ropression, However, thoe Party in overy senso but a
puraly %cchnical one should be locked upen as a part of our movemont. At the
oarliost opportunity it will hold its cenforonco and frymally apply for admissien
to the proper body, The Party has specifically conderned the old Internationals
as woll as the centrist Lerndsn Bureau group, )

R, o

: Cii the political issue of the American factional dispute, namely, the Ques-

~ tica of Russia's participation in the war, the entire leadership was and re-
. maizs irn accord with our views on the matter, - Specifically, as between the Min-
. ority and Majority resolutions on the Scviet-Finnish war - both of which they
- have studied « thoy openly support ours, Because of circumstances no formal
declaration has been made, but I am authorized to state that they do not support
the position advooated by Trotsky and the SWP,
, _ d 1

It should be made olear, however, that the Party considers Russia to still
bo a workers! state and that it would advocate unconditienal defense in a pro=-

~ gressive war, regardless ¢f who leads it. So far as the slogan of "Third Camp"
~ is ccuccrned, it has no propaganda value in a coleny such as Ceylcn, but the
Part y certainly endorsessour analysis cof the war as ono betwoen rival imporial-
ist camps in which Russia's role is purely reactienary. In shert, I bslicve

that its political pregram is in fundamental agreement with that of ours,

~ RELATICNS WITH INDIA:  The Party rocsgnizes its fundamontal dependence vpon rove
~olutionar develepmonts in Indin, An extromoly delicate balance and rslationshiyp
exists Dbtwoon these two countries., The Party must avoid on the dne hand the
; dongoir. of advancing too far and isovlating itself frem India because ¢f the lat-
ter's cxtremoly slow development, (It is quite conceivable oven today that the
L.S,5.Ps could, with careful proparation, organize a successful ingurrcciion on
the island and seizo powor, such is its supports But without the immediatc aid
of India, it would quickly degenerate into an adventurce and would be dastroyed
by the British Navy). On the othor hand, it cannot pormit itself to lag bchind
and slow down its tompo to suit that of India, This is perhaps the most serious
political problem confronting the Party and its loaders ars awaro of it,

Clearly, the only solutien is the utmest assistanco and aid tc tho develop-
mens cf our Indian soetion, My scle eriticism of tho L.S.S.P. is that, while
reccguizing this theorotiocally, it has beon slow to pat it into effcet. I laid
oonsvant cmphasis on this print and bolievo it will niw boe put intc offoect. Scmo
worit-ias boen dono as is shown by tho faot that in additien to tho distributicn
of 1itorature and visits to India, tho organization of tho Caloutta greup ean bo
diroetly traocod to €oylon, But in tho futuro, rogular visist, with litorature
and financos, plus tho sogding of organizors, is plamed, If I know this Party

wi
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corroctly, thon thoso tasks will bo carriod out with succoss, Withecut India,
thore san bo no solecnial rovolution in Ceylon,: - '

FUTULD Tho larty will ocontinuo its rovolutuonary activitics cf today, adapt-
B inz ivc broador perspoctives to the intornaticnal situdticn in gonoral and the
B Indic: cituation in particular, Groater emphasis will bo laid on aid to Indian,
thaeorotical dovolopmont and gonoral strongthoning of the Party apparatus. It is

fully ;rc,arcd tc moot tho futurc,

3

I ts groaotost noods arc litoratero and pclitically odusated visitors from
the cutsido werld, from which it is ldargoly isolatcd, Jndor prosont circumstan-
ces, cnly tho Amorlcan socticn is in a.position to fulfill thoese neodse Fer us,
this is not meroly a duty but o genuine ploqsuro fcr those are fellow comrades
-in overy sonse of tho word,

Sherman Stanley

* *® * & * * *
* ™ " * *
& *® * »
T %

POLITICAL + SITUATION _I__»g' INDIA TODAY ‘(Au.;rLust;--1940)

- Uy trip through 'India covorod apprcx;matoly OOO milos and was aocomrlished
by train, auto, foct'and bullock cart,. It includod - in nddition to political
pnoLivisy = much cksorvation:of genoral ccnditions in the city, as well as a short
ior;od living in ah Infian poasant villago,® In this ropert I shall confine my=-
#olf to the genornl politieal situation, tho various orgwplzcd tendonclps at
WOrL, our’ movemont and futuro possibilitiqs. : :

ok S TS «

GENERAL I was successful in centacting: our comrados, reperting to thom and ar-
ranging Tarious ‘practical mattors, In additisn, I mot tho leading representativos
<of the cfficial Cengross (Gandhi, Wchru oto.), ‘roprosentatives of tho various

- Mlefs" tondencies; addressed tho Brocutivoe Committeo of the Congross Sccialist

- Party and gave several lecturcs in Bomkay to general leftswing gathoringse, In
~addition, I was at Foona durlng sossions of tho A.I c. C. (Congreso Exocuulvo

’Commltgoc). : .. . .

From tho viewpciat cf the oolon1a1 revolutton, tho 31tuation throughout
Indis is; unfortunately, unfavirak®lo. It is not that thore has boon any im-
- provaacrt in the lot of the poasdnt.and laber mass,' Cn tho coentrary, the
- offoot of tho war ugpon India has Bocn disastrous, - As in most colonial ccuntrioes,
this cffcot is cnly indirect but muoh sharper in India bocauso many tons cf
thouscnds of Indian soldiors aro sorving owarsocds ond booauso of tho collapse

of tho sountry's fcroipgn markeotse All of India's groat markots (cotten, toa,
Juto, fats, ete.) have either boen ontiroly lostior groatly roducod., Tho con-

-dition of tho ponsant mass-Id- probably, téday-worsa) than oyer, particularly in
Bongul and the Punjab whoro ‘small poasant uprlsings havo alroady ooccurcd,

T ho oauso for thd prosont disintegrufion anq qulcsonoo of tho rovolution-

‘ary mass lies in tho ntticial pol-ioy of tho fOungrosg londorship and tho totnl 772L
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benkruptcy of the Congress "left-wing". The pelicy nf the Ccngress
High Command (Gandhi, Nehru, Patel., etc.) has been disastrous in

the extreme since the war began. Even as a bourgeois nationealist
movement Congress influence has zone down considerably and its mem-—
bership is more largely urban petty-beurgesis than ever beisre. The
growth of various comnunal, pro-dazi and gangster grouos (still only
on a provincial basis) further testifies to this decline. The only
real success of the Congress has heen the complete route of the gune
eral left-wing, beginning with the opposition of Subhas Bose (Forward

Bloc).

Firmly held in line by a small bourgeois clique at the top (so-
called Working Committee), the Congress clearly cxpresses the inten-
tiocn of beooming a constitutional-administrative organ for imperial-
ism (not necessarily British imperialism!). There are thrce illus—
trations of this polioy: (1) Since the war, nct a finger has becn
lifted to hindcer or hamper in any way the British exploitation of the
oountry for war purpcses. Every Congress leader openly sympathizes
with the Allies. Everything has becn donc to =zsbotage any strugsle
tendency — and with sucoess, too. (2) The ccntroversy which is sup-
posedly going on between Gandhi and his 100% orthodox followers (per-
fect non-violentists) and the bourgcois "realists" of the High Com-—
.mand is a smoke-screen to divert attention from the rcal issucs.

- Gandhi's "withdrawal" from' thc Working Committzc (a pure fake since

he still dominates all policy formation) likewise eims at placing him
in a favorable position from which he can "recturn" and call a halt if
internal disorders should arise. He is held in rcscrve for the fut-
urc. (3) The concrete objectives ef the ¢.ngress and the Indian coli-
onial bourgeoisic arc -expréesed in the Delhi resolution, This resol-
ution demands the creation{ of a National Governiwent at the Center,

" under Congress lcadership. Gone is all mention of independonce, Con-
-8tituent Assembly, New Constitution, etc. The Delhi resolution ex—
presses the desire of the bourgcoisie to strike a. bargain with the im-
perialists by means of which they get a share in the administrative
power and assist in the country's exploitation as junior partners of
the British. In cxohange for this sharing of the power the Congress
promisecs full materisl support in’ the war, as well as the vidlent

- prushing of any internal peasant or labor uprising. (Thus, the doc-
trine of non-violonce has becen officially abandoned for both cxternal
and internal purposes).

3
H
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“The, Delhi  resolution has an ccually important negative meaning.
It expresses the impotence and lack of confidence of the Indian bour-
gcoisie. Faced with the question of power (the threatened collespse
of England), it feels itself historically incepable of assuming any
responsibility on 1ts own. It is far too wcak as a class and also feu
too closely intertwined with pure British eapital, cspecially insofez
as war industries are concerned. It drcads the very thought of powex
beccause it knows the impossibility of any bourgeois solution to the
-agrarian, labor or international problems whioch would immediatcly
confront it. The most it can dcmand is a sharing of administration

National Government at the Oénter); plus various cconomio concessions

control of some tarifi boards, India Reserve Bank and .control over
internal revcnucs and taxations : ’

=
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- ‘Today'!s situation in India brilliantly confiras alon@ classic:
lines the theory of the Permanent Revolution. Not only can the ool-
onial Lourgeoisie not solve a single problem of the bourgeois rcvol-
ution, but it is apparently even incapable. of launching it or organiz-

‘ing a Kerensky government. No matter whnt hapvens this feeble clas§1 K
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wiil reveal itself to be oount~r~rcvolut10na;y frem the first dny of
the revolutions Only under pressurc of the wost violent mosg uvheav-
ol will it force itsclf onc step forward. Such pressurc it totally
locking today. If a genuine revolutionary party existed in India the
bcur~401s demoecratic stage of the revolution would pdss &0 quickly .
uhut onc would hardly bc awaro o; 1ts Cxlstcncc.

What is the attitudc of the En"llsh? ‘Recognizing the naturc of
the Conﬂfcsc lcadcership they scorn to have dC“llHPS w1th thenn at pres-—-
ent. Thcy Inow these pconlu can' be bouth* anﬁ d*poslted in theirx
pockets at any moment. The only real fear' of the Britieh is of an
“attack cn India from the outsid: - Bgvﬁll‘uﬁlly, Ru351a &G orcocnt
' They arc. confident of holding on Wlth %he Forcas thCJ have at ‘prescnt,
even- if London ‘should fall,. Just as” — for exas upls - the: Fronch are
holding on. to Indo~0h1na, the Dutch to Ihn o East 1nd;ns,‘ctc,.fAt pres—
~ent their econfidenge is w;rrzntvd.bccQusc the fongzress has succese-
“fully demnencd any spirit of strugglu. Thzee is the poenibilisy that
Gandhi may shortly lead a soall, sbeoifilizca "eatyasgaho® (Civil Dig-
‘obedicnce) movement as ¥ SV’bollO resture.  This. Lbrch old fox,is a
gkillful manipulator aﬂd ‘c.oarly dirdcts *the petty geae of bluff and
targain npw going on.” Sbo“uhnoous pedsant risinsg — pa ticularly in
the PunJED -and BUNﬁal - urz,*o be oxpectad. but they e anount to
1ittlc in the p CSuut ‘8Ttate of. dlsint frati or,_ﬁln uLort I belicve
“things will drag on wmugh the same whether hrgland fgild or stands and
that it would be iliusory %G cxpcet majox dovelovnin ts in India at the
present stape. The situation is as obYjectively revolutionary aE" pos—
sible., But there is no rcvolutionary leadcrshlp, : o

t
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THE GROUPS: (1) Rcvclutionhry Socinlist Leahue of Tadia: For the

Tirst time in_ the histcry or our jovement there c: {ists ‘a menuine sco-
tion of our movemémy en Imdirn soill This, in’ 146017 rébrosents a wmaj-
or stcp forward andis VHG mést cncoura ing news. T ¢an bring out of
India.- Al%houﬁh the vrouo is.very small- and oxists primarily on the
11tcrﬂry~pronananda lcvcl, nevertheless it is madn up of fiac. clemciats
with a sound cducation., Its ccnter is in tho city of € - s with onc
branch (tradc-unionists) in the great industrial gity of. G. . The
Leamue is alive; funotlonln" and publlshos montily nag razine 1n the
Hindustani languape. . I met often with® thcsc .eomrades. %nd torether we
‘analyzed the general situation, ‘from which we drow up. a program of,
" practical actlon._ The carryint out of: this: prorTem can only lcad to
“the growth of the group, fo4 ov“rytn1n~ 1103 1n its favor. .
On thc questicon of Ru851a's partlclpation in the world war, all
of " them were and remain in-absolute afrﬂcnﬂnt with ou® position. ~ They
‘had come to thesc conclusions lon~ e fore ny. arrival and - although
acquﬁlntcd with Trotsky's attttudc ftom the public press — could nos
understand or approve of it for a moment. Their political statemcents
arc in accordance with out pollcy. v ' T

- 'The préblen of M.G.P, of B . has, T belidve, been satisfact—
orily solved by his a"rqcant at my 1n51stcncc that @ c :place hirmsclt
entirely undZr the dircetion of the ReS.LeIs P.llto. dqtc has bcen an
abysmal fmllurc ~ totally isolatud ‘and without & smnﬂlo followct. . Ho
has agrecd to- w1thdraw and destroy his’ pamphlet Qnd attcnpt to. xntcn
ratc hlmselx 1nto thc gcnulnc ﬂroup..m Ve TR "

DT T .

(3) Thc qui ts' This is onc of the most miserable opooftunlot
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I ;;dia C )
gccts and discrecdited cliques it has cever:beon my displegsurs to run
‘across, It has a complectely patriotic position on the war —~ for un-
conditional supvwort to England. It r-ccives .the widest publicity and
support from the imperialist and An~lo-Indian prese, and is tho.only
#lecft" croup whose organ is still permitted losal publiecation. Not-
ursglly, it is totally without supnort .and there is r00d rcason to gus-
pect our old friend M. Ne Roy of morc "intimate! connceotions with the
British., Hc is probably India's . imcst discercditcd public fipure,

(3) Forward Bloc: This rroup, the erzation of Subhas Bosc, now
calls itsolf thc Forward Party. -:Bxcept in tho nrovince of Benp al, it
has been totally routed by tha GonHrcss ‘Hi~h. COﬂnend and by 1ts own
dispraccful politicel actions. " It i3 a locse, petty-bour~cois opport-
unist formation, .copable of the most criminal blocs - espcoinlly blocs
- with communal . orgzanizationse such as the Moslem Learue. It is orsaniz-
" ationally non-cxistent (t acczpts all the mothods, doctrincs . and °
practices of Gendhism) and idaolo'icﬁlly equhlly non-cxistent, Proof
- of this is the fact that at the AI.C.C. mocting some of its meombers
' V0t“d for the Delhi rosolutlon, some a'ﬂinst. Actually, Bosc favors
- the belhi resolution and a roturn to ministorial office. At a nod

from the H¢~h Command, Bosc and. his followers will fold up and rcturn
to their camp. Bosc is an axtrcemely ambitious man pnrsonally, with
- definite foscist tendencics in his make—up. His dictatoricl and bur-
. daucratio methods with his own followers heve further discrodiicd hin,
‘80 that he has now probsbly lost any opportunlty to cCrernc 28 &d CX—
tromo’ﬁaft~natlon llst lcad ' . , ‘ AR

(4) The Stalinigsts: It is difficult to lay one's flnrcr on the
cxact policy or strensth of the Stalinioste, particularly since I waso
carcful to:avold. too intlmatc contaoct. Thoy erg¢ layins low. at nrﬂ"ont
. because .thé "hsavicst blows ‘of represoion are directed araeinst them
~and- their- ﬁympathlznr 430, ab the Sov1°t burcaticracy more and
“morc participates in ﬂnd Zi0ldo: to the impeiialist power politios of
~ Hitler, the.natural tendeney, is.for the C.l.to yinld to ccntrifupgal
-forces and:to- disintexratc. Ito pollclcu bocoa& conius cd, 1tu slozans
contradlctory and dccontralized. T L'.J.i: : ' o

ok

.....

L The Indian G P, ig by far thc utron~ t "191t" foro“ orranLZﬁtlon-
vally “and poScesses some cort of an All-Indin apparatus.: At prouont
its-policy is conctansly shifting "leftward", with a dlctlnct tonden-
cy to-return to- the slomans and lanzuacé of thﬁ "Third ‘Period", boar—
ing in mind, of cource, the difforenecs in motivations They are very
critical of the Congrecec and 2ll ite ccctions -~ particularly the Con-
mresg Socialiscto. Tn the intcrcsts of ‘defoeticm, :they isrue "radical
. elomano and even talk of "united front from beolow"; althourh not yet
- of leaving the. Conpresa from whieh they ars, in. r&ality, alrcady out.
. Their gcpekcomen and ‘writero-ars, even '£rom a'Staliniot viowpoint, a
Sinpularly imnorant and 1nconpnt~nt lot. T could'obscrv3 them at the
A.I1.C.C. mccting. EEE RN L o

.-+ - I-would-say they have .the following pnr,boctivc°‘ to Xxeop their
apparatus alivc, while oonductin" military defeatist propasanda and

- awaiting the-day (which all of .thom are convineccd will eome) when
‘Ruccia-will invade India and "Iibcrate" thom .into comfortablc GPU ,

4 posts. . In general, they de not ‘intend . td: furnich initial or ind-op-

. “ondont leadcrship to thc Indian movoment. cince that would conflict

B with their function acs anents of Stalin and one of the imperialict war
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(5) The Congrono Sociolist Patty: This Party todey is o hollow
shell of 1%2 former celf. Scauvtcrzd te the windzs iz the vaot, pulpy
and spinclcsr orpanization of o fow yecar:s bask. Itu refomuint pelac—
ies, its ideolomical crawling before Gandhism have reduced it to ite
present sorry state of skelcton existeonce in a fow soctions of India
Tho Stalinists have left or beon expelled, the rank-and-file hago o~
vaporated into indiffercnce or the Gandhi camp. .Only the petty bour-
r0ois radicals and left-win~ cocial demscrato remein, All thiz is
tacitly admitted by its lca.dcrn (Mcherally & Co.) who now talk of mok-
in~ the OSP a homorencous (7) Socialint Party. But amonf themaslves
they have hardly any arrcement - nost of them toandina to outriﬂht
mooial damocracy or Gandhian Ttopian socialicm. Little can b2 oxpect—
cd from theoe pcople becouss of their long and wocful: ascociation
with Gandhicm and Nehruism for co many ycars, in addition to tho
petty-bourpcols nature of the group o a whole. Their scericrn of cop-
itulationz to the Hirh Oommand have ragulted in a thorourh discredit-
¥ ment and icolation from the masces. This has reached itz heirhtc dur-
. - ing the precont war when the Party ac a whole rofused to act or offer
2. lcadcrship, under the sloman oif "Wait for Gandhil,

At the Poona AWI.0.Cs oeacion the Party, at eny rate, opvoszd the
Delhi resolution. Thio was duce to the cfforts of a fow left-wing mom-
. bers of 1ts Efbcutive Committoe, but it is som~thing that has mcaning
B only for thc rccord.. The attitude of our ecmrades towards what ro-
B nmaino of the C8P is friendly and co-operative in variouc typds of prac—
. tieal work. Whilc the OSP holds out no future.as.an orsesnized group,
g many of its rcmaininm membere are rﬂccptivc to freoh ideas and can.
k ~ be utilized for gainingz an audience, ete, , . If the Congrcsa should form
. & National Government at the oontér the CSP will probably leave tho
b Oon~resg, but it will mcan little az its past eseticiio have canccllcd
f.. out all chances of itec furniching rfévolutionary leadership.

There ic a varue tendoncy towards forming a nﬂw, Gandhian Sosial-
ict Party. This movement, cxprossing the raxdical dissiluzionaent with
Bolnhevicn, o la Souvwrlno, iz headad by M. R, dooani who has quit the
CSP. I found Mesani, a man of koen intolleot and wdde soquaintanoc.
with tho movemoent, India' moot brilliant rcvolutionary fajilurc., He
callc himaelf a "Trotckyist-Gandhian®! E

(6) Labor & Pessant Tnionc: With the .oxception of the fow ex-
tablished and ckilled unions (Suoch an Gandhi's toxtile union in Ah-—
mcdabad) most of the unicns arc cmpty of mombership. All important
strikes gince the wer besan (under Stylfnist leadorohip) wers lost, ©
Lt presont there are no 1mport1nt strikecs on and- inductrial labor ia
cilent, The clements for revivial arc there and an upsurse will' in-
cvitably come at the firct Opportunity, but ornpnizod labor in badly
hit by the genorel decline.

8t1l1ll poing Strong and in a much more favorablc position'arc the
pcasant unions (chhan Sabhaa). Bowever, these militant unions are
oonfined to the two provinces of Bihar and Orisza and arc und-r the
centrol of tonants aniigmall progticteorz, as dishinet from arricultural
lapnrers who have no anization. These Kiohon Sabhas certainly rop-
reaent themoot fruitful fiold of work among the peaczantry.

u_

CONCLUSION: A major rcvolutionary possibility hac bchn uabot arrod by '
the historio inpotcnoo of the Indian oolonial bour 001310 and by t%:ﬁ
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pclitiéal bankruptcy of India‘s'"lcft—winn" frrohs, 'Fres an cbjcet-
ive viewpeint, the revclutionnry crici~ will continuc ind~finitoly

in India becausc of ths inmpossibility of cven a tnﬂporwry ccrious
solution,

Naturally, the primary rc: DOﬂulbilitY f2llz upon the r'hr'»u:ld'-:t"J
cf our young All..India orpranizaticn, the ReS.LeIe. The task of prae—
tical and matcrinl aid to theom ic above all the duty of the Ceylen
movaoment and they have assumed thnir responecibility (sce CGeylon re-
‘port).  The Amcrican ‘scction hes =lroady proven.its undercstanding of
intornwtlonﬂl TCoC pﬂn"ibilitio: and will curaly rcap’ the roward for it:
actions in the future, ‘Mcanwhils, with rreatly incrensed commergial
rolatinnz between Indl" and. Amcriea and with the distinet ponaibility
that -the reomaining Bri'tish cclonies will be turnecd over to Amsrica
‘e for oustody we shall awalt th2 noxt Opoortunity to aczict our comrader
ufin India and thc oolonlal world._- - . S

Shorman Stanloy ,
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REPORT ON FRANCE

.The following notes are a hasty complement to the evaluations’
*and information ¢entained in previeus texts and articles. They aim
“to enable you to -evaluate more concretely the development of the sit-
uation. ILet us speoify a number of points right at the beginning:

(1) The defeat means conoretely the collapse of the economic end
‘administrative apparatus of Franoe. Three rforces are e¢ontending:. Cer
man imperialism, the French bourgeoisie, the French pr8letariat.
Whence there arises an extraordinary complexity in the evolution of
the situation, complicated by the real power of the forces on the
-field: German imperialism beginning to get winded, occupied with
other tasksj the French bourgeoisie temporarily dispossessed by its
own flight, incapable of reestablishing its apraratus of production;
the proletariat extremely d1v1ded economically, and politically dis-
orlented. _ ‘

It is important in these conditiens rather to point out the ess-
ential characteristics of the coming devclooments than to predict
where and When they Wlll ocome about: N

(a) This devclepment will be chaotic, with numerous zigzags nec—
essltating each time a new tactic and permlttlng at each turnabout new
alllances-

B (b) Politically the weakness of our. adversaries glves us a great
¥er of penctration: the organization must therefore know how to carr
ou¥ an audaocious policy in all questions, and not to anchor itself in
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the routinistie "tran-tron" ~f the vast; it must have an extreme or—
ganizational mobility, whioch prcsupvoses an extrcmely rigid leadership,
exeroising control at every inctenS, and therefore fulltine;

{4 ' . o - .
& _ (o) A persevering effort to preserve and reinforce the organiz-—
ation's cadres in a period of systimatic reaction and reoression.

(28) The evolution of tis sitwation in France will %e considerahl:
influencel by the evolution of tle military operations and their con-
“sequences: the disruption of .the German army by successiul English re-
gistance or the disruption of world cconoiy which the fgll of the "Ci*:
of London would bring atout, or the eventuality of a conflict between
Germany and the USSR - all these areé so many faotors.which would mod-
ify the nsorrelation of foreces and ‘the crientation of the three foreoes
on the ficld. . ' S

Articles have dzfined the general orientation of the French kour-
© . geoisie and the General Staff. There - has been emohasized the way in
" whieh French politinal life tends to form itself in accordance with
~ pra2found anclogies with the politics of Balkan countries. | Therc will
be here noted what particularly intercsts the working olassc.

: (1) The economic dispersion .of the working .claBs: Bcarcely one
quarter of the workers are actively partionipating in production. On

. this basis, therc is to be observed a differentintion and a constant

* lowering of working oonditions = work with reduced hours per weck; worl

- at reduced salary, militarized work, etc. At the same time a growing

- radicalization .is teing hrought about in the marginal groups (youth,

unemployed, war prisoners). It ic the struggle for these grouvns which

stands out foremdyst in French polities. We must .on this terrain engng:

in a time-race with fascism. Similarly, we must ke the first to bring

the solution of the essential prohlem cf the workers — how to zet the

;. factories going again. ' . ' ' '

(2) The ripening of a revolutionary cpirit in the masszes: In-a
‘general way we arc wiftnessing a political ferment which is extremély
“aotive. It tends to develnp in two steps, which are however closely
interwoven: (a) The deep desire of .the masses to understand the why-
- and-wherefore of the recent events, -to replace the bankrupt rggiye by
a new regime, a mistrust toward all old formulations; (v) A work of
of political research (literal: perhaps better transiated, "tentative
re-groupings") which goes.from bourgeois milieux %o working-claes wil-
'isux, passing through the petty-bourgeoisie, which shows itself by the
croation of multiple groups, centers, nuclel, all in search of a nat-
ional and social progrsm. -In the present state of our forces, it~ -
would be well to concentraté on the secord aspect, to intervene in al.
these grouns in order to bring them a program of action and principles

. (3) These manifastations are teirng produced around three essen-

.tial problems: the problem of responsibilities (for the war end ‘de-
§  feat), the national problem and the problem of bread — they are &#li of
. course intinetely interconnected. '

: (a) The defeat has rendered very uppépular;bgurgeois\dempg-
racy, capitelism and the army officers. 'On this terrain the difficul-
ty of a fascist utilization of the anger of the maeses comes specific—
ally from the depth of the masses' reaction and its extremely sharp
politinal cheracter.: Partioularly among the- prigoners there:is-alread

- noticeable a spontaneous tendency toward soviet demoorany. 28
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(b) Trke probiem of bread which tends on the one hrad to
solder together all the poor classes of city populations, ani cn the
other hanc to drive a wedge between the city and the country. The
kond between the city and the country will be created largely on the
political terrain ~ by the ex-servicemen and the youth.

:
;3
¥

. (c) The enti-Hitler movement necessarily has a both netion-
al and sociel character. There ~-a be noticcd as a matter of fast (a)
A more and more marked hoetility ~n the part of the workers towards the
forces of occupation, reinforsed by the fact thst machinery is being
transported into Germany, eto.; (b A permenent vacillation in the cp-
inion of the vetty-beurgeoisie of the cities between sconomic hostilit:
("they're ceting our butter") and political sympathy ("there are the
. boys who've brought some trder in France"); (o) Al marked tendency in
cgertain country distriots toward sympathy with the occupying troops
(the ocoupation and its resultant purchases of food for sending to Ger-
meny heve ceused a rise in prices for agricultural produce). In the
country districts in. the non-oocupied zone, on the contrary, where
prices have a tendency to go down for lack of marketing facilities, a
rationalist movement tends to take; root. But one notes the specific
fact that the nationalist milieux feel that they cannot really crys-
tallize thc movement except on o social basis. These contradictions
open broal perspectives to us. .

" (4) Levor Organizations: :The Conferation General du Traveil,
.already reduced in membsrship by the war to between 700,000 end 800,
000 , and mace up. furthermore almost exclusively of functionaries and
statute-workers (railwaymen, miners, eto.) finds itself in point of
faot completely wiped.out by the latest events (dispersal of plents,
consgiderable diminution in 'the number of genuinely employed workers,
break with ite. senter (JouHaux) and its right (Belin, who Wwent into
the Cabinet). A meeting of its National Cemmittee, held discrectly a
few days ago, decided to change article I of its statutes (cless strug:
gle) and introduce instead 's forbiddance to strikec. Nevertheless, it
is possible Goes not intend to set up immediately a system of corpor-
ations, but on the contrary will sllow the syndicats (separ:zte trade-
unions, composing the CGT) to continue. The latter, reduced to their
cpdres, cen develop again only. to the extent that they can guarantee
Work to their members; this is exactly what the Germans are trying to
do (production cooperatives,~etc.); and it is what we should ourselve:
try to get into operation. ~ . and through this effort try to get hold of
the greatest possible number of leading positions. -

(b) The Bocislist Party has been definitively split by the ev-
#ents. The Peul Faure snd Leon Blum tendencies have not only cxposed

. themsclves by their attitude tcwsrd England, but slso toward thc Vichy
~government e¢énd Germsny. In reality the party tops have no longér eny
~contaot at all with the federations, and we are witnessing a felling-
to picoes anslagous to that which the German soci:l-democracy underwen
organizationel orumbling away, politiosl disintegration ranging Irom
;ho cxtremes of rallying to Hitlerism as far as sympathy with Bolshev-

s8I, . : o

(c) The Communist Party is busily engsged in rnpidly pulling

- 1t8s apparatus.together; alrcady it is cxpending an cnormnus sctivity,
taoiply protected by the' Germsns. The aontzcts at the top, between
~.the otalinist leadership snd the Kommsndantur (Germany Army Commznd )
is certain; the united front with fasoist groups gets firmer on each
.0ccassion. On this basis, one.notes: (a) the influence of Stalinlsm
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among the youth as well as in the prison namps is non-existent; (b)

- their influence among the unempleyed is due to.an sgitation which is

~ enormous but aimless and with no clear perspective; it is incapable
at the present stage of translating itself into action; (n) -the num—
erical importance of the party, and especially its interrnal cohesion,
havh much diminished. Nevertheless, even reduced to an illegal ac-
tive membership of from 20,000 tc 22,000 it remains not only the most
important, but indeed the only, wcrking class party. It influences a
zone.of former "falthful", now redused to half, say 200,000; espvecial-
ly in case of developments in ‘the East (meaning not the Far East, but
the German~Soviect frontier),,it will still play an important role in
the situation in France. '~ = o ' :

A R 5 R O e P

. ....(d) _The PSOP: .For some months it has totally ceased to exist.

' Thé center (Naoguier), ‘and the Masonic Right had in fart separated and
. become completely inaotive. The reappearance of ‘the centrist leader—
ship, a slight evolution of .the freemasons (bYeing unable, despite all "
their desire to, to oome to an agrecment with the Hitlerians, they
are now seeking.allies on the left) has ended in a rapprochement be-
tween the center and the‘left, but on the bdsis of their recognizing
the non-existence of the PSOP; at the same time the left intends to
constitute with us a permanent commgnity of action and doesn't ex—
-.¢lude the possibility-of building together the revoluticnary party.

_ (5) . 'The "Comite pouf “la IV Internationale": & document (here-
with appended) briefly describes our positions.’ Let us nevertheless
make this clear. The position expressed by the word "pour" (for)

~in no way conceals a fundamental political divergence with the way of
:posing the problem of the!Fourth' International, 'such as it was defined
by the World Conference of.1938. It simply expresses. the observation
~ /{that the practical evolution of. our movement has developed in a way

- noticeable different from what we had foresesn, and that it is import-
ant now to work for' the prantical realization of that foreseen cvent—
- .uallty, by intervening in the various national and international re-
‘groupings, while not neglecting:to bring.about,the evolution of the
international siltuation, v ' -

Organizationally, what does the "Comite pour la IV" represent?
Numerically and politically more even than. in. the case of the old POI,
~~ $he-work of reorganization is gtill far from being finished. “One can
- say that it representgr =~ T T AR

. 7(a);fThé return into the organization of elements whicn were prac
tically scparated from us! 4n the course of various crises; (b) bring-
ing to the new organization ‘the gains won by eaoh of the currents dur-
ing the war; (c).. the.definitive, inclusion of a frastion of the PS0P.
This means practicslly,:that in the course of the next few weeks we
can. organizé illegally between 700 and 800 militants and sp:ead.the o

‘organization very repidly ‘starting with this base.

‘As a2 matter of fact, througk the war, a rather large number of
N comrades have acquired positions which makes them centers of influence
3 in different milieux. The work in the Auberges de la Jeunesse has en-
3 abled us to take control of the leadership of this numerically and pol
k- itically most important of the youth orgsnizations (40,000 members};
3 we have means of influencing seriously the trade-union and ex=gervice
movements; we enjoy a certain prestige among illegal organizations, in
cluding nationalist organizations. In order to gain all the benefits
0dothic cituation, certain things are necescary. We intend to: Qo
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(a) Orient the prerent activity of the organization towards the
creation of colid fractlons in different organizations; to zive a coli
structure to these fractions by the oreation (either by these orgrniz-

"ations' own meszns, or by-our own mesns) of a eertain number of full-
- time functioneries. ' - S

- (b) Multiply our propagandist sctivity (frequent publication-of
material on cach specific gquentirn; () give the organization an .ex—
tremely flexible cystem of funot!oning; but :at the same time to guar-
B = antee politicel and orgenization~l coordination and control by an ex-
B  tremely strict funotioning of the ‘leaderchip and -thé apparatus. Here
A Is the necd @f "fulltime functionaries. S B

- . In genersl, we 'must get over our mania for agitation~for-our—own-
‘satisfaction, and plunge each militant into a'wgll-defined milicu in

which he should work; and to ‘respond to the ncecds which arise thercin
by a concretc application of our transitional program. . ST

- Within gne framework -of ‘thesg Temarka, Weﬁbeg'to;draw your atten-

B < 4 - v 4 .

ticn to o few specifiec .pointe:

£ . N K -
,;ﬁ;(l)‘jTheAurgency;:orjthe*French&Organizatiog of being.able to
find safe asylum ‘for a few comrades-in case bf a rew wave .of Teaction.
Several comrades are living inm illegality, which would become,very
‘dangerous in -such an ‘eventuality.* The IS°should. exatine thé possib-
11itv of enabling four or five ocomrades to-get -abroad. ' '

| (2) In_ the pame way the ‘oituation of foreign comrades in'Freonce
»8 becoming very precgrious. We.believe that in the present condition
‘of Europe the majority’of them ought.to return to- their respcctive .~
gcuntriec. ' There are, however, g gertain -number (abOutAten perhaps)
.who also should be anabled *o .find ‘a:place of-refuge. : .

. {8)  Getting wne ~pparacus into action requires-=n immensc fin-
[ -ancisl cffort. ; The French“organization is poorer-than ever beforc: -
f, There are m=ny unemployed, and many ocomredes-Whoce: whereabouts are.
= 6t1ll unknown. The work undertaken may enablc us to develop rapidly
% 1f we are not checked at every step by the finsncial question.

. .i4) The Freuon orgenization is very anxlous that iuterrupted:
politioal contacts .shall be established between .the' IS and the Com- !
ite pour la IV. It insists thet the correspondence shall not have a
solely administrative character, and thet 1% not cont=in merely more
or less disputeble evaluations, but-that.on the ocontrary it try to
create’ an sctive political 'collaboration. o ‘

. (B) The French organ.zasvion particularly aske %o be given de~
tailed information on the situation:in 'the vaiious countries; it:very

partiocularly requests.that it be informed in ‘an unintgﬁrupted way ab-
-out the situation in India and Indo-China.

¥ Paris, August.7; 1940 MH, ‘consulting with IC.
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APPENDIX TO REPORT ON FRANCE

. (1) Uader ,the name "Comitc pour la IV Internationalce" therc
have Juct been regrouped the comradecs of the former majority and min-
. ority of the POI, as well 25 the members of the minority of. the FHOP.
4 The Comitec pour la IV Internstionole does not pretend in the precusent
;. circumstances to play in France the role cf the revolutionary perty
’ which is hictorically neccessary. : P
_ It is by assuming the immedi=te tacks impoced by the situation,
by trying te draw the wasses towsrds the reveluticnary solution c¢f the
world crisis, that we are pursuinz our primnry objective ~ the build-
ing of the revolutionsry party. We believe that in the course of the
- future develeopment of the 'politicnl ~nd economic situgtion of Frrnce
there will be produced mew regroupings within the Fren®¥ proletrriat,
which has more ~nd more dost confidence in the Socinlist and Communist
parties, which are now completely falling aprrt. We consider our—
selves ag th cleus Which should intervene the most actively for the
completion of %ﬁls process of regrouping. : :

' (2) The principles of the Fourth International constitute the
political basis of our organization. It is that which we have wanted
‘%o signalize precisely in its very name. But the mere existence of
these principles is not sufficient to create an internationsl. Just
&8 a revolutionary party cannot be made to exist by decree; on the
~oontrary, the indispencable condition of its existence is to be organ-
“1cally tied up with the working class - so one can really speak of an
-International only to the degree that it is based on parties well-

- rooted in the working class. Whether or not we approved the creation
of the World Party of the Social Revolution (IV Internstionsl), we
- agree in noting the fact that, if the principles of the Fourth Inter-
-national have today proved themselves more correct than ever, the prac
-tlcal bases, on the contrary, of the existence of the Internationsl -
have been in the last period constantly shrinking. '

(3). Recent events have, as a matter of fact, lessened.the orgen-
-1zation and political cohesion of the Werld Party of the 3ocial Rev-
olution (IV International). The period of the war has been marked by
‘an indisputeble organizational retreat. After the POI, it is thc SWP
f the USA which has been struck by a split which threatens its very
.1ife. These two essential strong bases being eliminated, the exis-
tence of the International itself is in peril. The Executive Commit-
tee of the International, which had never seriously functioned, ceased
%o exist at the time of the French crisis. The transfer of the IS
‘was narried out in such a way as to break any continuity in the woerk.
The refusa2l c¢n the part of the IS to set up in Europe a collective
SBubsecretariat, the absence of any political document by the IS on the
situation in Europe, and principally in France, over a very long per-
iod of time, are so many indications of the impossibility at the pres—
ent time of considering this organism as the directing center, or the
WPSR (IV International) es the definitively constituted Bolshevik In-
ternational. They are only the representatives of the mcvement for
the creation of the Fourth International, the most impcrtant in view
of its Intertistional-liaisons-and themcaéres~they~have-organized, the
.decisive mucleus in.view of.its political program; but it is.not the

Internaticanal itself. ST S

(4) In fﬁééé:oénaiiiéhﬁ, the Central Committec decides;
(a)”"to,ask to be affiliated to the IS of the WPsR (IV In-
ternationzl); (b) to undertake the necessary initiatives for the

creation of a European Secretariat grouping all organizations Whéfh
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RESOLUTION OF THE BRAZILIAN SECTION

The Central Cormittee of the Revolutionarr Socialist ParLy

(Braztlian section of the Fourth Internationalg(apuroved the

followlng resolution in a specinl meeting called to determine

the Party's position with rezard to the discussion opened in our

~ international organization ot ‘the intornational siltuation and de~
fense of the Soviet Union. :

WHEREAS: . Cotee SRS : -
(1) The contes b and the aims of the war crisis which
dominates the world prove its charactar is typically imperialilst
since 1t strives to redivide among the great marnates of capital
all markets and sources: of raw materials; .

, (28) It was pogsible to unchain this new world wide
carnage only because Stalin's treasons have encouraged the bour-
geoisle bto try to solve the contradictions of 1its regime by means
of a war since it did not fear an immédiate revolutionary action
by the masses who havc beeén dlscouraged by the continuous de~
feats they have suffered;

(3) At the present time the fundamcntal contradlction
1n international politics is’ not thorefore “betweon the USSR and
the imporialist powers as- 1t was aftor the Octobor Revolution, but
~ betwecen the expunsionlst riccessity of Gernan inperiallsm and the

opposition 1t mecets above:all ‘from Bpltlish imperialism;

' (4) After the Hitler-Stalin pact, the partition of Pol-
Aand and. thc invasion of Flnland which arc tho lditest.developments
of the Thermidorian proqcsu in tho USSR, it is imposs iblec to main-
tain the least doubt as ‘to ‘the’ character of ‘the relations between,
4he Berlin and lMoscow: oligarchios and ‘the characteristics of the
military alliance diséloscd in thelr‘agrcement;

(5) The position of unconditional defonsc of tho Sovict
state was justificd by the fact that whilec Moscow kept a certain
Independcence of action and withdrew from open alliances with any
of the imperialist blocs the’ possibility of an imperialist coal=-
ition against the USSR could not be possiblce}

(6) The policy of "unconditional defensc of the USSR", as
advocated by our Apmcrlcan scctlon, constitutes a dangerous manif-
cstation of conciliationism in our ranks and, in spitc of thec at-
tenuating cffcet ¢f the criticlsms of Stalin's war poliley, would
finally rcsult in a restraint to the development of the Fourth In-
ternational and would mean dircct support to the Kromlint!s policy;

(7) TUnder proscent conditions, In which Stalin is noth-
ing morc than a collaborator of Hitler in his imperialist policy,
this position would not contributec to saving the conqucsta of the
October Revolutlon or to advancing the world prolctarlat along the
" revolutionary path, but, on the contrary, would rcinforcc Stalln-
ism, and conpromise the Fourth International before the workers
of Russla and thc other countrilces,

(8) Furthermorc, thc policy of unconditional defensc
would in the preacnt circwistancos placc us under the danger of
beconing direct agents of Hitler and Sgalin in thelr pretended
struﬁgle for oaqncipatlon of the colonial pcoples, in view of
tho "anti-impericlist" demagogy that the Nazi and Stalinist agents
arc beginning te carry on in Indla and other dcpendent countrlces,
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(9) The Acfensist oricntation at proscnt.would be just-

/ ificd ouly in thec face of a conplebte change in the intcernationnl

gltuation in which the opening of a revolutionary period in the
USSR would cndangcr the burcaucraeiyts power and brinv‘abovt an
imperlalist intcrvcntion;

(10) In vicw of the ctunl delimitation of the 1mpor—
ialist canps in the strusslc for a noew partition of the vorld, the

‘only rcally revolutionar:s- yolicy in the capitalist countrics aﬂ well

as in the Sovict Unlon, ia tho coloniss and dependent countries,
1s the defcatist policy; _

(11) Ouly this policy will lead to tho transformation
of thc Impcrialist war into civ11 war, to the eriancipation of the
coloninl pcoples and the world pPOlOtﬂPth to the rCSuOP”tlon of
the workers! state in RuusiQ,

3

The Gontral Connjttoc of tho Rcvolutlonqrv SOuidllSt Party

(a) To give all uuﬁ“ort to the position do;en&cd’by

coarade Lebrun in the IEC of thc Fourth Intcrnational in accord-

anco with the thesis he wrote and which vas scnt -to the R.S.Ps}
(b) To coadenn the' policy of ! "unconditional defensc

of the UoSR" as theorctically falsc and as dangerous to- the in-

terests of the RuSolQP msscs as woll as. of the prolotariqt of all

othor countrics

(c) To uU”GCut to - the IEC the nocosuity of. publlshing

. a manifesto indicating tho posltion of thc Fourth International in

the prosent war, to bo lasucd as soon ag thé discussion 1s closed
in the various national “COthﬂu and groupg. : :
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