EDUCATION, PROPAGANDA, AGITATION

__PCST-WAR AMNERICA AND BOLSEEVISH

PLRT 1: The General Problem of The Trotskyite Movement

Te have found it necessary to meke the mcin item on the plenum szonde.
the orgnnizaotionnl question. The cause is - wicespread recognition of the
fact thnt nfter three yeers of grinding work in tha foetorics the recruiting
of new membors heos not only been fer below cxpectetions but from 211 - -
‘appecrances is likely to continue go. The idce that the lng in rocruiting
is due to the unorgsnizced, unsystem~tic mcthods of the membors has bzon
morc or less discarded., It was not & scrious contribution to the question.
Wnot ve are facing end will incroesingly.face is the vhole problem of
building the mass folshovik party in the U.S..L. The war in Zuropo is
coming rapidly to ~n end and the whole country is =varc of the tromcendous
social conflicts vhich tho post-nr will bring. Thc building of o party
to lcrd the proletarint is for us thc prodlem. This is the question I
pfoposc to discuss but from onc aspect only, the aspect of cducation,
propcgonde, ~nd cgitation. There ere othcrs quully importont. I do not
proposc to doal with them hcere. ,

Tirst of 211 I hrve to meke cleer vhat is not b ing done 1n this,
docunicnt .

I em not doaling w1th the gcne 1 problem of how . party is built.

"I em not touching at 2ll upon moss trade union work except insofar
as this offects or is affceted by cduction, propsgonda and agitution,

T em not denling with the obi cctivo situntion in imerics oxeopt
ingofar rs it is impossible to discuss propagendn and sgitotion in a
vacuun,. . ‘

Tith this limitrtion constantly bornc in mind, we can ~nd must remind
oursclvas of vhat ve arc in gencrel cttempting to dos A1l studics of
dialcetic, of historicnl mrterialism, of politicel scomomy, of the history
of thc vorking cl~ss ond of the revolutionrry movement nrc for the most
nort meoningloss if thoy do not conérctely contribute to ~nd culminate
in the theoreticol anrlysis of party-building, Tho plein foct, too often
forgott-n or ignorcd, is thot in the prst fifty yenrs only one cffective
3olshevik party has been bdbuilt in ~ny of the grest countrics of Turope
and .mericr ~nd for thet matter snyvhorc. The Communist Pertics from
their very, first doys were inspired sand nuturcd, theoreticrlly, orgnaniza=-

. tionally, ~nd mornlly by Soviet Russia. From that seme source they drew

“their corrupticu. As we look back rt the catastrophes theoy caused, their
totolit-~rirn opposition to tho simplest ~nd most elementory doctrincs of
Loninism, prrticulnrly in Chine rnd Gorm-ny, it is clenr thot vhotover
wngs rosporsible thoso partics wero Solshevik in »rmo only. In the last
“docade #nd c. helf, coxcopt in the rcmoto ~nd undecisivo outpost of Ceyloen,
tho Trotslgyito rovolutionary movement has knowm nothing but failuro.*
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Great cvents have comc rnd gone. Ve heve Wwr.do no impret on them, At timeg
as in Frencc betveen 1934 ond 1936, our theery attracted widospread notice.
Solid bourgcois popers devoted articles to Trotskyism ns the renl donger,
At thc Mulhouse conforance of the Socizl Pemrcracy in 1935 our comr~des
.loed o powerful opposition to Flum., But wc could do nothing effoctive. The
great cvents pagsed us ty. There is no' renstn ot all vhy great oveats
- should not develop during the next fow ye~rs ond find us oqually ineffoct--
ivo, lcft behind =s before, calling other groups and partics centrist,
Cas w0 jJustifisbly celled the POUM), reformis$,Stolinist, or vhat not, but
oursclves insignifican . Thore is no r.ason .’or belicving that with thc
incvitable rovolutionary upsurge of tho masso:, we must automntically

- grow until wo become an offective perty. There wes o great rovolution in

Spain. EBvery party im Spain, revolutionary rnl counter-rovolutionery,
grow oxcopt tho Trotskyites. As we onter thu yost-7or period, we, as
sorious Marxists, must anclyze those things and try to draw some lessons.

Qur B::perionccs, Nationel nnd Internationel

Ono indispensadble woy of doing this is by tiio thorouzh and systometic
annlysis of tha orgnnizstional exzpericncos of thy: Trotslyist movemcnt os
a vhole, This is no light task., But it is tim: %o dbcgin, I proposc to
bogin as simply =as possiblo, with the cxporionces of the 7P during its
four yerre of cxistence, particularly the lost tvoe In 1942, the party,
tnking conscious advantoeg: of the national developient, mnéc a groat step
by incorporating itsclf into the brosd work:rs moviwmoent. This was o
~development of fundemental importence. No party, no group can grow and
dovclop unless the mojority of its mombors functicn end function

intelligently among the workers in industry. ZEveryt.\ng that is said hore
is conditioncd on that., iembors bocame immersed in vgpion activity. The
porty egitation and propegenda, as was incvitablc ~nd npocessary,undervent
& chonge. ILmbor Action becmmo o paper whose miin omp #ais was the
activity of the workers in thc union. At the s:mo td as w dovolopcd 2
practice of mnss distridution, end half o dogen comrafier would distributc
. thousands of copics weckly. It is not cleor - -hnt w-e co.gretely cxpocted
from thees distributions. We havo ot lenst the resulis t9 go by. - In onc
arce, our comrades have taken an active and cffective yort tn union worl.
Thoy heve distributed between a querter and a helf miilion plcees of
litoraturc omong the orkers. Yet the results in recruiting havo been
pr-cticclly zcro. Fc &ps we have now grincd three moambers, perhaps fivee
This is nct what tho party oxpectcd. The party cxpogted other rosults.
.It is presibloc thot there moy yot bo somc. It is nlso possiblo thot
within o yoar ~nd » balf the comradc in qucsticn soul,d bc unomploycd or
ballz ot remaining in the same barrer activity. If trds vore to talo placc
the grost offort snd th. groat expactations +7ill petur out. This czlls,
if ~nything ovor did, for sorious a,\amin"tion nct only by thc lo"dcrshlp
but by the vholc party,

Onc thoorcticel cxplanation could o that the itloricon voriingeless,
during the poriod of the war, 1=s rot ready to join A rovolutionery party
evon in emnll numbers. If this is so, then-tho partyr must recognize tho
foct, We ottomptoed the impossidlo. The rosults, sush ns they have beon
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are only vhet could hrve been cxpectod, or at loast vhat wo now scd to
havo beon incviteblo., This vicw hes nct hithorto been ndvanced in the
party.

Or it is possible to say, on th. cther hand, that the workcrs wore
roedy tc make some approciable orgenizetiontl reeponso tc us (not perheops
in thousands yct something corrasponding to our cfforts) but thet the main

‘failure wes duc to faulty porty mohtods. If thot is so, then tho party os

a “holc beers tk responsibility. No one advanced any important and

concrcte alternative course of action. The great value of the course -¢

toolz is that it was triad out by c¢verycno or at leest nearly cveryone ,

morc or less vholoheartedly. It is theroforce impossidble for any ono to

8oy PEad we done otheruisc, the rceults would hove boon difforonty  This
writor ot any rato is saying nothing of tho kind., If, hevover we agroo
that w70 did the best possiblo under the circumstancos, thnt doces not scttle
the queeticn fer the future. The prrty hes now forecnst for the coming
yoars 2 period of socinl crisis in tho United States. This can be various-
ly intorpreted. In tho NE7 IWTZANATIONAML ené in the Intornel Bullotin

I hnve writton rrticlos vhidh oxpress my particular emphasis on tho Juture

£ doveloprent of the Ameriern werkingclass. §oon te¢ bo freed from tho

- restraints of the European war, ond with the groet oxpericnces of 1939-

: 1944 to holp it, it ncw foces ¢ political scvelopment vhich, whon it cones,
<7iill in all roosonable probability bo as violent ond all-ombracing as wos
the industrial develo oent of the CIO a for years ngoe. That scne millions
of workore may voto for Dowcy weould not altor thoe bnsic novemoent -- that
oy ovaen acclerate it. The wholo internctional end naticrnal situation
aro ccnditioning substential soctions to recdive extromo rovolutionary
agitaticn nnd propagrnda, A4s for s it is huannly pessible to sco, oy
failurc' on our poft over the next fuw yoars will rost squarcly with the
party itsclf. That is the way thoe questicn rmst bo posede If,in the
ncxt fow yunrs, thoro is a great sccizl crisis, great actions by tho nnsscs
(for withcut that there is no sccial crisis) -nd the party still romins
a fow hundred or nt best continucs to be eo insignificant as to bo wanble
to stomp itself upon the nationel ecnsciousnces, thon the question of

4 rospeneibility for failure boconmus phileosophicnl, if nnt ncrdenic. Wo o

- h~vo to rocruit sufficiunt members tc become an cffoctivo revolutionary

4 party. It is in the 1ight cf this that cur cwn rocent pnst acquiroes

srceicl signlficﬂnc».

@
E

het then woro we trying to do?

Pc put it briefly wo were conducting cursclves in propagends ~nd .
~gitaticn ~s if we were olr.zdy thot mnss perty vhich w9 hepe te boconoe
To hove 75% of cur mombership in the wicns éid net transfornm us into a
nnss party. wo bocene o prepogr-ndist scct in the unicns. Thot is alle
And o prepegrndist soct, howover petive {n the unions, is not a n~ss party
For this rcosen, ton rx ﬁbors cf tho C.P, could distribute 10,000 copics ef
tho SUVDLY DRKER in rny ecrca end cenfidontly hope to roap rusults. Thoir
papor has behind it the internnticnnl pevior ~nd prostige of o groat
ncdorn statc, The party is natirnally roccgnigede In varicus spheros’
its acti ra nntorially offoct the woges and yerking conditiens and politid

cal lifo of l~rgo bodios cf wrkers. Pericdienlly, its nnticnelly lmozmg
‘ .
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epockers crn visit the eres nnd cepitalize on such a nmags distribution
policy. It cnn, at a given tine, throw in organizors nnd pull its
ccatacts togethor by activity end epocial cencentration an tho aroe in the
pegos ¢f the papor. All thet vas and is ontiroly boycend cur strength.

And will bo for scnc time. Excopt where o waica situaticn is hot, wo arc
physically incapablo of ronping the just revard cf such ixss distridutions.
Hov eon ten conrndes handle 5000 readers of o paper or ovon 5007 e
raiscé the politicnl lovel ef sorw thcusmnds of workers in gonoral. Tut

we did nct gain any substantial number ¢f rocruits that wmy oand canncte

The proof of this can bz seen in reverse by what took place in Mo.
There we could actually affect the lives of the workers. Since the strike
- in 1942, every field worker in jiissouri works ten hours a day and then goes
home. MNothing will make him work longer. Loca 313 and the Trotskyites
have the credit for this. i.ass distributions in the arca build on a
concrete foundation. At any timc we are ready, dozens of recruits are
waiting for us. But elsewhere that is for us impossible. Any continuation
of this policy in the same form can only result in wastcd effort and
frustation., Finally wo have gdined some positions in industry., 3But the
positions gaincd were the result of a high lavel of employment. ila face
in timc mass unemployment. Tha party most improbadbly can avoid the
conscquences of this. The cowestion could nct soriously be judged at the
convention in January. 3ul we may be faced with tho possibilitics of a
roturn %o concontretion on the personal contact method of malking recruits.
Tais is-the policy followed by thc Cannonites, it is said, with good
rogtliss Put the quostion is uot by any meens exhausted by mass distribu-~
ticn ur concentratioa oa parsonel contacts.

Qur turn to the masses, corroct, legitimate and indispenseble, brought
with it a particular form of agitat ion. 70 lackcd the naticnal and
international drawing power of a mess party, like the C.P. Yet -ia LAZOR
ACTION which bccame our main weapon, we did not concrotely tell thesc
_ thousands of workers what thoy could not learn in any other way or from
any other source. Yvhat a party is, why 1t should exist, what has been
the .past of such partics, why thce resder should consider that all that we
did and he rcad must culminate soon in joining the party -~ that was '
conspicuously abscnt from the paper. Except for a prmphlot by Lund, there
is not one singlo pisce of propagandist literature to do this recruiting
Job. e did not cven produce a patiphlet saying what the Workers Party
is sbout. Thus neither inside the paper nor outside of it wero thv mass
distributions concretized, It would be a very low luvel of discussion
which tricd to prove that this was due to "lack of forces'. It was a-
colossal mistake and nowhere so much as from the point of view of
recruiting. This we must probe to its roots or we shall never corrcet the
mistalze in the way it will h:ve to be corrccted.

LATOR ACTION As A Recruiting Agont'

The present LAIOR ACTICN must be the fcundation of tha further
dovelopment of the party. Thore can be no rcturn to the old Militant
or the SOCIALIST APPZAL both for rcasons which aro well rccognized by
most of the members of the party and for othors which will be apparcnt
from the rest of this document, First of all, it is nccessary to
483
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disposc of the broad criticism that LABOR .CTION is a left-wing trado union
papcr.y That is not cnly falso but unless it is dispcsod of in the proper way,
it is so0 casily replicd to that it prevents that enalysis of thc paper which
is ncccssary. - Li30R ACTION is no left-wing tradc union pepere Tho paper is
politically opposcd to tho capitalist systom and tho capitalist class as no
“left-uing trade union paper cen be unluss it is based on Marxism. To tako
cne examplo. The theorotical oppositicn to the war is completoly boyond any
left-wing trade union paper that this writer has cver heard of. No loft—wring
trado union paper has the theooreticel base of our political articles. In all
thesc cssential rospocts LA is a sarxist and not a trade union papor. Turther-
moro, its unicn coyorage is oqually basod cn the concept of class. And if the
party verc & naticnally known party tho paper as it is wculd be a powerful
reeruiting weapen, This is not a questicn cof whether readers know that it is
the papor of the Workors Party. If the paper said this in every lssuc on overy
page, it wruld n~t help metters. A reader of the papor srwuld gather that the
union cucstion was cf paramcunt importance. He would learn, scrcwhat
abstractly, that labor in genoral sh-uld form a Laber Party. But he would
road thc paper for ~ne ycar and got no ccheront khowledge of what the Sccend
Intornational was and vhy, cf the histcry and dovelepmont cf tho Third Inter~
naticnal, icst impertant, of the histcrical develepment of the Lmotricon
working class, of its pest, prosont, and futurc of what the working class
stood for historically as against capitalist society, of that he would learn
very little. Not only would he not learn this in general, but he would

not learn the relationship of the revolutionary iarxist party to the class.

He would never knew vhat a revolutionary party was, why one should exist,
what was its purpose, eims and methods, why it was an imperative necessity,
what was its relation to the Lebor Party and, adbove all, why he as an ad~-
vanced worker ghould get into contact with it. §o that even if he knew that
the paper was the paper of the Workers Party, it is impossible to see how he
would learn all the things that Fe¢emecessary for him to know to make him into
- ripe material for Bolshevism, It is the lack of all this in the paper, nd
only explicitly but implicitly, vhich gives rise to the criticism that
LABOR +.CTION is & left-wing trade union paper, To attempt to meet this
criticism by saying that the critics want to go back to the 0ld AHILITANT

is what has to be rooted out of all our discussion.

"Let us clarify the discussion at once., One good pamphlet and six
months of reading L.A. should lead a substantial number of readers of L.A.
a long way towards joining us. It is possible that a dozen such pamphlets -
and a reorgenized L/BOR ACTION would not have helped us in the past, It is
possible that & reasonable section of the peaper devoted specifically to edu-
cating American- readers for American Bolshevism, would have left us vhere
we are nov. It 1s possible. But this much is certain, Unless in this
field there is a drastic reorientation, from top to bottom, not only of the
paver but of the party, we may gain a few members, double our membership,
even treble it in two or three years, But we shall fail completely to move
organizationally with the necessities of the times., That is what we have to
_do, not grow in general, but grow in a certair mmmm
is failure: T ' )

The objective circumstances of the imerican working class and of the

¥.P, demand new that we get away completely from the idea of recruiting one
by onc or two Yy two. Ve may have to do that for a time, and in one sense
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we shall alvays be doing that. But the world we 1ive in makes it impsrative for
us to concentrzte all our best energies into making the paper an agent for the
training and reoruiting of conscious Marxists. This is a historical necessity,
rooted in the development of modern civiligation itself. Anyone who thinks that
today, 1944, in the United States, and during the next few years, recruiting is
merely a motter of personal contact "highly organiged" is living in 1917, fToday
the whole organiz tion of society is moving rapidly towards mass collective action
on a grand scale. VWorkers in any pumbers are repelled from small insignificant
groups. The perspectives of one-by-one building up of a party to have effect in-
ten or twenty years have little semse to a worker in a country where organiged

;i  lebor is 14 million sirong, and the NALCP has & half millién members. Further,

" social and political developments are accelerated not only in space but in time.,

- A new political brganizatlion issues at one stroke millions of pamphlets, the poli-
tical leaders address the nation and the world Yy radio and are seen by the nation
on the screen, Labor unions make special film shorts of their own., The PAC sprang
£ up overnight., This is the age we live in. Ve haven!t the resources to begin

¢t these things. But to us our popular press is not what ISKRA was to the early

= Bolsheviks. fThey did not have to contend against the technical facilities of the
. bourgeoisie that we have to contend with and the o llective social consciousness
¥ corresponding to it. The odds against humble proletarian beginnings like ISKRL
}°- and L.BOR ACTION have lengthened enormously. LABOR ACTION becomes our press,

{.. our radio, our plane, and ocur fil short. We have to make it into something vhich
1" with the necessary backing, will preach, win recruits and adherents far beyond
our limited personal contact, The personal contact and the mags meeting must
merely be the concluding stroke to what pamphlets and L4 have already done. fThe
paper mubkt carry such a message that as the social crisis develops, on the Ecstern
seaboard and the iiddle ¥est at any rate, the idea should gradually crystalize

- among thousands of readers, most of *hem unknown to us, that this paper should

© become a deily paper. The present writer believes that the .merican working class .
does not necd its combativity stimulated. Any such approach on our part in por-

" ticular, is not only ridiculous Yut vprasumptuous. Neither need thLere be any fear
that the working class will not create mass political organizetions- Without

" any assistance from LABOR ACTICN or the Bolsheviks, these are going to ccme Tith
a violence and range which, as usual, will astonish nobody more than the radicals
themselves. The vhole history of labor and of labor in this country is indicative
of the fact that what the .merican working class needs is the theory and nractice
of Bolshevism. That is vhat it needs, and that is what it can get only from us.
This is vhat we have to translate into the paper. Thie is what the paper lacks
.and 1t.does not lack it by accident or lack of forces.

LABOR ACTION is what it. is because the paper is based on a certain theory.

The theory is that the American working class is not class conscious to a suffi-
cient degrec. Our business in the psper therefore is to try to raise the masses
to the noxt stage. That stage is to make them ready for an independent 1abor‘

~ party. When the stage is resched, the workers will then be ready for revolution-

_ary Marxist propaganda. So that at present we are doing the best that can pos—

gibly be done, At the same time, however, on this theory, and with a paper cor-
responding to it, we act as if we expect workers to join the revolutionary iiarxist
party. This is the contradiction in which the Party finds itself, in regard to

L.BOR ACTION and recruiting.

First of all the idea that the general level of consciousness of a working
class movement forbids the strong and vigorous teachinég jarxism is contrary
to the violc thoory ahd practice of the Mayxist movemgnb for a hundred years.
Without going into that now, there is the experience of pmerica itsclf during
the last fifty years. Before 1914 there was tha general popular agitation
for socialism of Jack London and later of Upton Sinclair. This found a wide
L. respense among vast numbers of people. But, in addition, there was the strictly
P Marxist propaganda and agitation of the Socialist Labor Party and the American
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Socialist Party. 3oth of these in their various ways were Socialists and jlarxist
speaking directly to the Amorican workers. BSuch deficiencies as they had are to
be explained by the fact that theoretically they were based more or less on the
general standarde and ideas of the Zuropean Social Democracy. The SIP in parti-
cular not only taught iarxiem but also indulged in mass industrial work,

Secondly, they had definitive successes building from the ground up. Can
any one say that today the American working class is less class conscious than
was the working class vhich those pioneers addressed so tldly and so consciously?
The mere existence of the CIQ is proof enough if proof is neceded of the tremendous
stage of development which the American working class has reached in comparison
to the days of World War I. Not only are the workers orzanized industrially as
a class, Dospite tho absence of an independent labor party, the American working
class is living an intonse political 1ife in the America and "One World" of today.
It has had expericnce eof capitalist crisis 4n 1its most horridle form, of two
imperialist wara and has soon organised labor grow to be an actual and recognized
social forcee. There has been brought home to it the political consciousness of
Pescima, of proletarian revolutions in Europs, ef the poseibilities of barberism,*
the contradiction to be solved between the potentialities of the preductive system
and the sociel necds of the masses of the people. All thie exists today as po-
tential material which did net exist in the days of the SLP and the SP. Under
tho circumstances what reason is there for believing that on the basis of the
mass trade union work and its coverage in the paper we cannot speak boldly and
directly for what we stand for, Marxian socialists seeking to tuild a revolution-
ary party in the name of scientific socialism? If we mee it, we will do-it.

\

Qur International Experiences:

. LABOR ACTION 4s not an accident. It is as it is, virtues and foults, a part
o6f the international Trotskyiet movement. It represents a stege in ite develop-
ment, MNany of the newer comrades discuss the paper and our movement with no
Imowledge of what they are talking edbout. fThese questions however must de dealt
with comprehensively. Lenin insisted that the oroblems of party building should
be discussed not only emong the leaders and the intellectuals, but in the pross
before the workers. He himself set a noble example, Let us at least begin by
discussing them among ourseclves with the neceasary material and dackgrounde

We must see, nm’. the international ecene in which the Trotskyite movement -
funetioned under Trotsky and what he was trying to do from 1928 until his death
in 1940, ‘

In Europe betwesn 1919 and 1944, with perbaps one exception, no proletarian
party of any etrength at all emerged independently from the proletariat® The 8§49
in germany, the Independant Labor Party, the Dutch Party led by Peter Schmitt,
all were splits from the mass Social Democratic Party. Secondly, these splits
were 102 by men who were already well-establishod as leaders in the Secial ‘
pemocratic Party. ¥rom the dDeginning, Troteky sho directed the Trotskyits move-
ment was protty clear as te the goneysl situstion and what &t demanded., Eis con-
ceptions may Ve divided into three periods, 1929-1934, 1934-1938, and 1938-one
Tach period had a scparate aim and separate method, During the first perioed,
Protsky conceived of us as a fraction of the Comminist Party. We ailmed at re~

integration into an already existing mass revolutionary international organizations

eThogse phonomena are to be generally explained by the capacity of capitalism

to maintain 11lusions {n the proletariat during this period. The guestion, though
gormens, it is impossible to Yreat here. I am meroly dealing with the necessity
of gotting somec perspectives of Trotekyism and party-building.
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Our vhole propagends and egitation aimed mainly ot winning over people vhé under-
stood vhat we werc driving at. Vanguard spoks to vonguard. Ye were trained for
that purpese cnd with that sim. Criticisms of the press of those days may be
legitimate, but if thoy do not bear that in mind, they nre not only useless but
misleading. We did not heve to moke our main burden of explanation what Socialism
or Folshevism was. iJu operated within the framswork of o false Bolshevism vhich
wo propoescd to correct. . ' 4

This policy wes changed in 1934 with the "French Turn® and we bréadencd our
aim. e hed now 2s our mnin objective the left-wing of the Social-Democracy in
Europe, in perticular, this wae and is a highly politicaiized gromping. It more
often than not hed sympathetic rnd cven intcllectual affilintions 'with Commnism
end Communist Partics. It understood breadly vhat the proclams and conflicts were
about, Trotsky, a-arc of the urgency of the situstion, aimed at splitting off

. gubstantial stctions of these radicaliged workers to become the nuclei of mass

partiess That also wes o speciclized target for our sctivities. It was only in
1938 that that policy more or less come to rn end everyvhere. In 1938, the Fourth
Internntional was lounched to stand on its owm feect. The results are highly
instructive. Except in Bolgium where thore wns a proletarian basis in the Forinege
the various Europeen porties failed to moke progrsss. The most notorious failure
vas in Fronce vherc the P.0.I. had been established as an independent party in 1936,

Now it is important for us today'to note that the imerican party in o totelly
. different envirenment followed exactly the seme course as tlz Buropean Trotslyite -
porticss From 1928-34 it aimed mainly at the Communist Party and wae treined for
" 80 doing. From 1936-8 it aimed at the American Socialist Patty, 2 party vhich in

I comparigon with the European Sociel~- Democratic partics was and is 1like a Swise

j ‘group of boy-scouts in comparison with the Germen ermy. Howaver, some gains were

. made more thatn in Furops, and in 1938, the §.7.P. followed the internationsl

i coursc of the Trotskyite movoment end faced tho imericsn masses eB an indopendent

¢ organization. Thus, in tl» ten ycars of its existence, in its »gitation, propa-

E ganda, education, it had been a "European" perty, aiming at the same specialized

. groups as tho Furopean partiass. In the period 1928-38 this had not been of mmch

. importancce But vhen tho american party faced the prospcct of addressing the

I Americn vorkers, the different stages of development of American and Turopcan at

j once assunocl importanco. The politically educated groupings in Europe, & potential
- 80i) for Trotskyism, did not end do not exist in the United States on the scale

i that they do in Europe. In imerico the split from the §,W.P. came too early fer

. eny definitive conclusions to be dramm, but apart from the Russian question, there
t - was already in the §.W.P., in 1939, a deep conviction that the party was going
novhere®under Cannon's leadership". Burnham, vhose background was not in the

< least Trotskyite, had alroady be:un & steady orientation towards the .imerican scene.
. But Burnhen was no Bolshevik and did this empiricolly. By the time the T,P. hed

i organized itself, the approach of war engendecred the movement into factories. The
i . W.P. leadership seized hold of this tendency end orgenized it. A radical bresk

.- ves made in the turn to the messes. fTrotsky had scen and prepared for this turn
theoretically. That vas the significance of the Transitional Program. In practice
hovever, we had failed to make the turn. It was not until the October convention
of 1941 of the W.p., that the turn ves definitively made in the U.S. on the dbasig of
the impulse given by the war. Oncc we recognize,- however, the historical differ-
ences botiieen the various periods we can say that the organization of this turn by
the 7.P. was ono of the best things that hcd been done in the PTrotskyite moverent
in the U.S.4. ' ’ .

.. - This time the break was pede practicelly. Trotsky hed given us the general
i international theory of the Trancsitional Programn. But from a theoretical end
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national point of view we made the Break empirically, and it has produced all the
vices of empiricism. There was not worked out consciously a politicsl ideology of
a general kind, no political orientation for education, propaganda and agitation.
In the previous periods we had a theoreticeal basis, amply worked out., Thero was
socialisn in a single country, theres was the whole Russian question, there was he
question of the Stalinist deviation from the Bolshcvik struggle ag- inst the
imperialist war, thcre was the Chinese Revolution, Germen Fascism, the Pepulor
Front in Fronce, the Spanish question (vhich produced a lengthy pamphlet by dorrow),
f the lMoscow Trials. These were our theoretical stock-in-trade from 1928-38. 1In
i " these wo lived and thought and had our being. But with the turn to the massce these
have been more or less abanloncd except insofar as we make the borely necessary
i adaptionss. Eut otherwise we live in vhat may be reasonably described as a sort of
. theoretical vacuum. In Europe tolay that is not so., Many of the old ‘problems
still remein and are for thom urgent. But the theoretical eccempaniment of the

f' specific turn that we have aade sicply does not exist.

That is vhy the party talks of education but does nothing about it.

That is vhy L.i. is as 1t i8.

That is vhy the party as a :hole vhile very satisfied with the paper in>
/

general yet feels that scmﬁthtng more:is needed. -

——

That is vhy resolutions aro r rore rocialism in tho,pgper and nothing
s done. The translation of Bolehevim,,r of & warxisn into terms suitable for brond
massea of the Anerican people nroseeds, if at all, empirically and without any
conscious plen. .nd this deficiency on our part we rationalize into & theory thrt
the Americen n-sses mmst reach the stage of being class conscious before they cre
ready to accept the doctrines of scientific socinlism. This is not only controry
to the esperience of previous iiarrist organizetipns in the U.S. We cannot say that
because we hrve not mede the atbenpt. It must be repeated sni repsated over rnd
" ‘gver agoin: we were not trying to do this in the best days of the old Trotslwite
rmovement. 4ll such comsarisons can serve only to mislead us.

Are we building an smerican party?

Look at the list of books advertised by Labor iAction Book Service. It is in
944 a curiosity. There is a book by Rochester ¥Lenin on the /grarian Questicn®,
Simons hos 2n old parphlet #Closs Struggles in imerica", Shachtmon has a 5¢
amphlet on Cost-Plus, Gates onc on Incentive Pay, md Lund a tenont pamphlet on
lenty for 4i1ll. TFor the rest, it is xarx to XKugeliran, Lenin on the Threatening
~ Catastrophe, Trotsky on ihither France, Plekhanov on fnarchism and Socialisn,
"Xautsly on Ethics and Nearing on the British General Strike, anl some 60 voluucs
".of the sone type. The NEW INTERXATIONLL is today a reflection, and a very poor
. reflection of the books on this list (that I shall deel with later). But that ia
where we stande To believe that we can build a mess party on spch fare is a
misteke, I repeat. I an not prepared to say that if there hnd been ¢ change here
" 'in 1942-44, we would have recruited numbers of vorkers. But I soy without any
reservations vhatever that unless there is a plunned, systematic, methodicel dut
drastic atterpt at reorientation, the social crisis will pass us by. LABOR JCTION
is, therecfore; a paper of a party which hag made a sharp turn to the .American
nagses with the intention of building cn .nmerican party from the ground up. But
the theoretical equipment of the party is the * European" theorctical equiprent
vhich twas &he common heritage of the Trotskyite rovement worked out over the prst

| dozen ycarse | : : , 488




10 ~

gar prodien

This 1s our problem. 1If it is not there, there {s no problem and all we have
to do is to go on working in the unions snd hope for the beat blaming history if
we do not succeed., .

. Let it be said at once that the orientation which we began in 1942 must be

! t continubd. Propagendist sect though we are (and any group which cannot effectively
F move masses in its own name, is a propagenda sect) our place is in the union -

t movemat with the great masses. (ne of the great weaknesses of the European Trotsk-
E yite movement was that it would not get to the messes at the point of production

i but functioned ¢mong them, where 4t did, almost oxclusively in the mass political
b-organizations of the masses in the United States. Still more important, and this

i is a historical development of profound socialist significance, even before World
i var 11, there was . noticeable a powerful téndency towards the drawing-together
-of the trade union and political organizations of the workers. In the U.H., this
st capitalistic of all countries, this hithorto Buropean tendency seems likely

0 attain its completcst developmcnt. Inside the union movement, tho American
rking clags is living .the intcnae political 1ife of the times and the American
litical movement is likely to be tied to the union movement from the very start
n ean indissolublo bonds Thus, in the U.§.; in particular, our place is in the
ion movoment as the basis for our politicdl actions

Secondly, .'m the next sta.ge there must bo no basic change in attitudo tovards
he CP or any other party at presont on the horitoni Tho CP today offcts us an
xamplo 0f & party that is supromely well~-cduceted for its own purposes. It can
old a moeting with 18.000 people in one month, opposing the imperialist war and
ave the same people the ncxt month supporting it. This is neithcr miracle nor
tupidity. The party is educated with the preservation of the Soviet Union as its
sis. These ¢ ctions and changes are thereforc perfectly intelligiblo to the
mbers and sympathigers. A party like ours will waste its time trying to break
hrough that. Furthermore we shall attract other parties by strength. Our foad
ontinues to bo the Zmerican workers. . Qur eim continues to be to 1ay the founda-
ions of a mass party from the ground up. v

Here lct us get the word "mass" right. A mass paper in ordinary terms is a
per which movcs messes. Any organization which can publish such a paper educetes
d attracts nct only by concrete action but by the means that its size and
trength places at its disposal. But we have to define our terms carefully., If
‘'we distribute 25,000 copies e weeck, then we are meeting, for us, masses. Further-

re our vhole orientation now in the peper is not towards the advanced few or even
those political’y educated workers who form the left~wing of a European Socials
mocracy. tYe today, on an extremely narrow bage, are attempting to educate end
t drov togother a few thousand.workers whom we expect to be driven toward revolution-
f ary perspectives Yy the devdloping social crisis and our education. It is a very
F highly spccialized situationy a country ripe for socialism, a working class. in a
t highly charged and ezplosive national and international situstion, but without
I even the education that is given by the political practice of a mass reformist
'party. Finally, there is another party, the Comrunist Party, representing

- Bolsheviem in the eyes of the masses, pushing them as hard as it can back inte
bourgeois—denocrat ic 1llusions, perverting and distorting all the fundamentals of
. Marzisn end skiming off ths cream of the revolutiomary workers as they eierge

. from the broad masses. These are the conditions under which we work, and everyone
' of thenm mercly intensifies the importance of LABOR ACTION as a papér toaching

** !aarxiam to the Anmerican workers. 48 ]
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It must de understood at once that changing LA3Z0R ACTICY is no work of & &y
or of a year. No cure-all is being proposed, no list of articles and people to
vrite them or columns in the presby qualified persons, no technicel solutions to
"golve" the party proolem. It is a proclem of e long-rangze policy, to be discussed
inside and outside the psrty, a tentetive plsn systematicelly and methodicrlly
worked out by trial and crror but with a clear consciousncss of the ain. Somec of
these ideas I heve placed very brizfly before the Politic:l Comuittee nearly a

' L year ago. Others which will follow I sketched elso in outline at a city-—wide

meeting preparetory to the last convention which discusss¢ the American scene.

PART 11, The Amcricanization of :olshevism

To Bolshevise Americen it is necessery to Americanize kolshovism, It is time
to begin, But we do not begin by wflting some articlecs in L,A. about the Eolshevik
and Monshevik struggle in 1903, trying to make the rcaders "party-mindcd" by
describing whet our five comra: s in X did or the scven in Y ncarly did. MNo. We
bogin by getting a theoretical orientation and besis. Nothing can be more misleed-
ing than the idca that Amcricanizeotion mcans sccking historical examples of
" revolutionary American parties end Anmerican heroes of labor with wich to ®inspifet
the Americen workers and sccson our journalists. -

Iverr greet rovolution is e truly national r volution, in that it represcnts
not only the historic but tho immcdiasto interests of the mation snd is recognized
as such. Put every party vhich lcads such a ravolution is also a national party
rooted in thc ecconomic and social 1ife, history and traditions of the nation. Its
“own class ideology is cast in the national mould and §{s an intcgral part of the
national socizl structure, In ny erticle on Sidney Hook ( signud AAB, July, Octobder
1942 N.I.) I tricd to ehow how truly Russian and national was Lenin tho greetest
internstionalist of the naga. The Bolshevik Perty was the s~mc. And as we shall
see, it was so from its very beginning.

The %,P. is not that. It is a long, long way from that. It has got to turn
its head in that direction. A hwy:e tesk if over there was one, calling for theor-
etical and prectical encrgy of a high order. '

_ As ugval, our only model is fenin, the leader of tho only cffcective Bolshevik
party which history hos knovm, and like the one we aim at, duilt froam the ground
up.

Lenin spent six yvers in preparation for his task, mestoring tho volumecs of
Capital that had appeared,Anti~ Duhring, etce He errivdd in potorsburg in 1894
and from that timc to 1914 his life's work was to translatoe ierxism into Russian
‘torms for thc Russian pcople., The Ruscian revolutionary movement hzd a long
tradition behind it, Forzon, Belingky, 6hernyshovsky, men famous in the revolution—
ary movement end in Russian 1i crature es & wholc. Lenin took carc to build on
that tradition. Tis mcthod ot loirg so was to do for his generation vhat they did
for thoirs, teeching ierxism to the Social-Domocrotid Party and the Russian pcopla
'An spacious terms. Hero is a rough swamery of his work.

(1) The most throvgh oxposition of thoor.tical Eistorical "atorialism thrt
exists is his long reoly to N-rodnik falsification of Larxist theory. 1In Vol. X1
of his Solected jorks, cxtracts from this study fill ncerly 200 pagos. It is detad
1894, is probadbly his firet .rcjor work, ie couched 1n Russian torms and 1s unsur-

pesscd to this day.
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(2) His controversy with the Narodnilid on the future dcvelopment of Russian
conitalien £ills volwmes. In the course of it, he made contributions to the
annlycsis of C:PITAL vwhich remein for the most part unknown n~nd far less uvnéerstood
in estern Turopc and Aagr}ca. Yet it was :arxism applicd strictly to thoe Russien
SCONONY »

(3) He wrote TEZ DEVELCPIENT OF CAPITALISM IN RUSSIA, a book of many hundreds
of prgcse It whs a dircet applicetion of the most abstrnct (erxian econoiy theory
fo0 Lus=ia.

(4) His work on prrty building, WHAT JS TQ BE DCNE it Russian in concoption
and cxecution, larxist classic though it is.

(5) His special work on the fegrarizn Question in Russia stands alone., It is a
‘mostcrpiece of mnrulum. but on Russia,

. (8) His study of Amcrican »gricultura, nad: in 1913, is & unique mastcrpieée.
Fo did it spccially to illustratc certzin aspects ef tho problem of Russian cgri-
iculture. ‘

It is on ths thoat the Russicn Socdal-- Dermocratic movement lived. These were

the theoretical eond propagendist fouwnd- thuS of thu party. This wes the work thet
uided the cgitational prass of Folshevisz., The %0lshaovik pr rty was rootod in the
Eéy-to—dwy work, in industrial ond irss struggles to & degrec comprred to vhich our
modost offorts con clain comparison only in good intentions. Only en arnox-plcted
agnorance cevld think ol the Folshevilr lerder as enything clse but #n advocate of
aess activity. =ut 8 o lzeder he considered it his swecial tosk to provide those
ihousends of party lendore, pronagondists rnd cgitatirs with ontorial and method by
mhich thaoy could cducato themsclves rnd others, In this way, as Trotsky says, he
®lso cduccted hiuself. This was no work of zn exile. It bepen fron the day he
deanc to Petersburg, writing leaflets about conditions in o factory, rcading CAPITAL
&o snall circles of Russizn worimen. In his propengendist work he was nrledly,
mnashoncdly, end belligerently theoretical. In his study of the development of
ngI“AL in Fussin, heo prefixed an essny on yerx!'s econonic theory so as not to heve
®o refer to the theory too often in the text, vhich neverthaless is pecked wiith
gpuotations from CixrITiAL. Mhis was the Leninist method. It is the only method for
building = Bolshevil purty. It is the only wry to coitbat bourgeois icdeology. It
s necessary in Russia fifty years =go, “here lorge sections of the population
Emre paerncated by hostility to Tsefien &nd the existing regine snd vhere 2 long line
of great writers had inflvenced and developed the revolutionary tradition. Turther—
;yore, in the nineties Marzis.: svept Bussia. jjarxists books were best-sellers.
§§gmpare the rodorn United States, the wost bourgeoois country in the vorld vhero the

rkers nre perserted with bourgcois ideology. Isn't it clear that we today nced
o bogin this vorl? Isn't it clear that without it the party cannot oven vogin to
Pecone 2 mass Anericon Porty? EHow ridiculous it would hove been if Lenin hed been
Rold that the orticles about wiions in the ISKRA werc teaching the Russian sorkers

fiarzisn,

And uve? .

Lot the reeder now look at the list of pamphlets, brochures, etc, published by
the Pioncer Fublishers in the old days, fro: the DRAFT :ROGHA.i OF TEE CO.INTERH,
“WNY THLT NEIT, THE CEINSSE REVQOLITION, THE SPLNISE REVOLUTION IN DAWGER,
KEITHZR FRONCE, etc etc. and the corresponding articles in the New International.
Phat was onec pcriod, onc party, aindng ot one group of vorkers ond contacts. Ve
Bave ande a big turn to the masses., But in our theoreticalliconceptions end our

Eractice. how v: st is the differencel The great danger is that we shall just say
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T #gell, let X vwrite a pamphlet, or Y write two. Then vhen we get sone more forces
ve shall write some more." That approach is false to the core, enpiricnl, supcre
ficial and ¢ positive obstrcla in tho progress and development of the party. Yo
shall not cct very far that way.

AMERICAN OR NOTHING

The more we consider this quostion the wmore we can see the spocial character
of the problen with wich we are faced in the United States.

The classics of wnrxisn are Europcan in origin oné content. They require
more than on ordinsry Imowvledge of EBuropean history ani particularly by an Anericrn
worker. In the 1928-38 drys it 814 not matter rmch whore we began with the Coiru~
nist party reunbers end the radicals. Today vhen we h-va to glve ~ class or a piecc
of litcrature to 2 contact, we begin perhaps with the CO..UJIST .LNIFISTO, For us
who ai ot beconing & anss party thif in five cnses out of six is anonalous ond vdll
increonsingly becore so. Every European rorker of today vho reads the CO.. UMIST
MANIFESTO with his European expar iences, his school studics and the daily life
around hin, socirl, political, litcrory and artistic, &t once expericncos a tremcnd—
ous illunination that has so0lid concrete cssociations. 4 French vorlker vho reads
CLsSS STRUGCLES IN FR.NCE, TEE 19TE BRUMAIRE or THE CIVIL WAR IN FRANCE4 a Goriien
B vorkoer vho reade REVOLUTION ..ND COUNTER~REVOLUTION, or THE PEASAET WAR IN GER.UNY,
i finds the history of his own country made significant for him as nover before.
f C.PIT..L is not-only & study of abstract enpitalism., It is the history of English
F cepitalist development -nd ther: is no finer introduction to the history of Grect
& Britoaine The l-st scction on Primitive Accurmlation is the historical garment of
' the logical cepitalistic development of ‘‘estern Europe. TFor the average American
worker these books as a beginning are alien. Doubtless if he reads one he is
‘dmpressed with its power and brilliance anc learns something. But what they cannot
give to him in sufficient measure is that sense of reality of the development of
. his own country, that feeling that in addition to the daily class struggle, he is
' - part of somecthing beyond himself that is the beginning of theoretical Bolsheviem
¢ and the rejection of bourgeois ideology. Such historical data , kmowledge, gener~
- 81 reading, social experiences as he has, the structure in which his theoretical
experiences must grow are American, We have to begin now, not to write a few
pamphlets but to build up the American counterparts of the COMwWUNIST MANIFTETO
THE EIGHTEINTH BRUMAIRE, and perheps even more impertant, the American counterpart
of THAT IS TC BE DONE. :+e do not wait until we bYecome a large party to do these
things. This 1s the wsy $¢ prepare ourselves and all our supporters for the
geining of forces snd the building of the revolutionary party. If in time among
our efforts, we can menage at last t o get one such solid pamphlet that does for
‘United States history or the development of the labor movement or any such topic
what these pamphlets do for Europe, and catch some of their spirit, we have the
posssibility, not only of immecdiate response but, in time, of reaching an ever-
widening circle of concretc rcwar@s.. This &s precisely what Lenin set out to do
with a grandeur, breedth and vision thet are astonishing even after years of
familiaritye. 1In every field he posed proletarian ideology against bourgeois ideole
ogy. IV is im-ossible to byild an Amcrican mass party with our propaganda consic=
ting of ilarx on France and Germany, Lenin on Russia and Trotsky on Stalinism and
Spain, supplemented by the present LABOR ACTION. It is impossible for a number of
average workers to become Bolsh.viks unless on the basis of some systomatic
penctration into American development. Good Stalinists, yes. Good Trotskyites in
the old days -~ the very old dayst Perhaps but today, for what we are doing, NO.
Thot is the first point. The second is lees easy to grasp buf more important in .
© the long run. ¥or the implications of this orientation go much much deepers Not
only do rew workcrs nccd this Americanization. The party members from the highest
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to the lowest need it also. No one has any serious grasp of iiarxism, can handle
the doctrine or tcach it ualess he is, in accorderce with his capabjlitics and
_pp__rtuuit“.ss, sn exponont of it in re: ietion to tlw eoelal Lifo ond deve. 1looment
sroonc hime Tae dialeciicel progreesion, the variovs stagzes cf develapuont, the
recintion between tha economic basis ead the supesrstructuro, history, economics and
philasophy, all the prirciples and dochtrines cf lLarxism wore evolved from a profound
. and gigantic study by its founders of Turopean histery, of Europeaa politics, of
Buropcan literature, of Furcv2alr philcsopny. The pirinciples have universal applica-~
tions Bub to the extent th~t the conditions from which they werc drawsz are not
femiliar to the arxists, they remain to a greater or less degree abstrect, with
infinite potentialities for corfusion and nmischicf. 3ITither the would-be arxist.
must have some serious knowledge of Turspenn Listory in its droadest sense, const-
~ antly rcanewed, emplifiacd ana developed, o> the principles of thy doctrinc mmet have
¥ Dbeen incorucrated, woriked over, ~nd made to live again in a study of the econoinic
. structurc , social development, hietory, litersture end 1ife-of thc country with
vhich he has beeu irany yearr familiar, Only then is he on the road to becoming a
gerious d:orent ~nd contributor to the doctrina. Infact snd in truth oaly until
one has dug tiae prineciples of jarxisnm for himself ovt of his own familiar surround-—
E° ings and their historical past that the iinrxism of l.arx and Zrgels, Lenin or Trotsky
@ and the famcus Furopeea ijerxists traly stand owt in their umiversal applieztion.
5. Not orly is this =o. It wovld bDe a miracle if it were not so. Not only is it so
for analysie, for propag-nle or for ngitatica. It is, abstracted from thc question
‘of parsonclity, the ovrsis of Socinlist confidence and Bo.L havik morale. The Iolgh—
'-evik 801i2ity vhich must be tne core of thuse vino moy come to us, the capacity to
stond &1l prescures, wast ve rooted in a deep, rich, wide concept of American
develcoment. The masses may rot reed ite PBut for the parly cadres of this nerdod
4t is imperctive. 7T¢ %he degree thnt wo can teach tlis to mosses, we develop and
reinforcc the hostility Yo Americen bourgecis society which is the vojectivs resvll
of oapita'.'.:sm i this st-ge of 1is deveioprm:nt. Proletarian ideolowy if not merely
% metter of theoretical analyzlis.e IV is the weapca end armmory with wkich ve must
“armend surrovnd the americal vorlting class and perticulerly those vho face the
Tenorinove tasks confronting us ian ths presant pcricd. Tnless Lt is rooted in the
erican envirsvirens and ir such torms as the fLiarican vorker can grosp, wve cannot,
"14ft thew atove the instinetivoe CuJ.QC stryzgle, rharp ~s tanet will inevitabdbly ™
“become. Isn't this whet Lerin mecont by the scclielist con.,ci,)usnnss vhich the party
parrios to the wyk*ng clerast . )

e S e - ——

THE 2ROJT_IS IN 'Y PRACT IS 10

: 1f the ebove s a representation of the actunl situation and the needs of the
time, then a coreful examin~tioa ¢t ourselves mast show not orly the lack but the
‘movenent toveris remniring it. The pariy is smell and it is not difficult to get
dome ide: of alonz .what lines the members think. Since the birih of the 'orkers
g Paity we have ed two conviutions., The firet was in 1941 and was concerned mainly
o sith the nev oriseatetion tovnrds factories: The members felt thot here at last s
' & change from the 1528-32 activity. The membership, the older membership in part-
icular, wns seeptlcal of talk and promises. It wanted resvlits. The high point of
the convention was the appecrance of the comrsdes from nissouri. It created
enthusiasm ond produced on the spot a substantial sum. The epperance of these
. workers symbolized the direct contact with the proletariat which was the aim and
' need of our movement. We met egain in convention two yocars leter. Once morc the
. convention ves moved to ~ spontancous demostration, this time by the document by
_Lund on the very question that is dealt with here. ¥%hen conventions of revolution-
j: aries behave in thit wey they uxpress deep-going currents not only in the party but
4n the working class movement. The thing is to analyze them and see their amigni-
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- Pirst of all, it is obvious that in its title Lund's docunent hos little in
common with the idens presented here. He seems to think thot it is a problem of
attitude, of jJournalistic method, of sesking "inspiratiént But it is to Lund!s
credit that he sees the problem ond has at least found time to give one exemplifi-
cation of vhot he means in the pamphlet "plenty for All®*. TFor once & probley is
seen at-all, it is usuelly acted upon, vhztever the difficultics.

Yot the significence of the convention demonstration was that it reflected the
needs of mewbers who were in incustry, were concerned with the progress of the party
in industry ond were looking for weys and meens to build thoe party dseper iato
industry nd reap rewerds in industry. In this respect the convention merely corzied
to its conclusion a sentiment which had been confused but clear enough at the
Clevaland Conferance of Active %orkers. _

It is now possible to summarize the party "‘d’evelopment in the minds and actions
of the membership. . ‘ : S .

1. The new industrial orientation is and must remein the life-~blood of the
party. , .

2.. The new LABCR ACTION is a vast improvemeant on the old Trotskrite papers.
'Not for the ressons usually given,.as I hevo insisted 211 through this document
but because we ere attempting what they nover attempted. Losing sight of this
distinction is part of the reason for our veakness.) The new type of paper that
fabor Action is must form tho basis and the substantial basis of sny proposcd ro-
®rientation. |

. B« Zut &t the same time the members racagnize that shaetbing.mérg is needed,
®h¥s ie the perpetual cry for "more Socialisa in the paper'. :

4. Clearly allied with thec sbovo is the demand for more education. The mem-
*ership is deeply aware of the necessity of being educated, and it must be remcmbo-
‘red that this membdership is grappling with the problem of the Ameriean working class
#nd that therefore its conception of educction-is-not-abstract theorias.but_of
;sﬁuc3§_j.,un...to.~:aakami-.tfmore*;compegent for the tasks in vhich.it is engagefd..
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5. The membership feidls (&) that it is time that the perty began to recruit
more mombers; (b) that it ie difficult to integrate the raw workers vhoa we get
“4nto the existing party. ‘ - SR

4}
’

a
.

. Such hes been the developaent of the Workers Perty. But as we watch this
developnent we can seo that, smnll as we are, we are meraly roflecting in a consw.
fious and crrative menner, ac befits revolutionaries, the development of the Amner-
ican working class itsclf, -

After the first outburst which resulted in.the formation of the CIO we had &
texmperary lull. But with the crpitalistic preparation for the European smr the
American working class hos been driven tewards the expansion and the recognition of
the social irportmnce of organized labor. In the Anedean press inggneral and in the
literatnre issued by labor ve find this rapid]y’growi‘ng consciousness of the ioport-
ancd of Anericen labor as a force in American society. TWith this growth we hove an
increasing consciousness on the part of labor that soncthing mwore is necded than the
industrial strupgle, a consclousnege thot is reflected in the P.A.C. Finally, o1l
over tho country and most noticeably eorong the soldiers in the ary thero is the
groving consciousness that more sducation is neoded, not merely cducation for a
| | 494
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better job, but specifically knovledge of Americen history and knowledge of thc a
world abroad ian order thot they may understond the vast mecial deveclopments of the
tine, - : ’

Thus, when the members say that we want nore "socialism"in the pb.per and nore
education ~nd rmst find a woy ¢ integrating raw workers into the kind of party
that we arc, they are demanding some theorectical orientetion, meterial, and atmos—
vhere which will assist them to suppleiient the work which they are doing cmong t he
American massese Since 1940 the party lecders agree. on this at all nlonums, conven-—
tions and conferences. Yet vwe remain apparantly impotent. Everyone rocognizes
that articles ebout the hapoy life to come in the future socielist Anmerica are
nonsensical. }ore is needed. But what, that is the question.

The rezson for this is that the problem has not been seen in its full scope
and depthe This, then, is th: essence of the question,

Every principle and prectice of Bolshevism has to be translated into Anerican
teras, Historical materialisnm, the .iarxian economic analysis, the role of the . -
party, the relation between deiwcr-cy and socialism, the relation between the trade
union and the party, reformists and revolution, the role of Social-Democracy, the
theory of the stste, the inevitability of socialism, every single one of these cen
bo taught, developed, demonstroted from the Anerican econonmic, social and politicd

& developrnent., The Anerican Revolution,' the Civil war, the Knights of Labor, the

y  Populist ioverent, the Southern econoryy, the tremendous history 6f the CIOg the

developinent of the two najor parties, the political end social contridbutions of
Paine, Jefferson, the Wilson Administration, the New Deal, the NRA, the Americen

~dollar c¢iviliecation, the rise and decline of the American Socinlist Party, Eugene

Debs, John L. Lewis, the Marxzist anzlysis of all this is the m-terial of our educa~
tion, of our propagande, of the creation of a Bolshevism vhich will break a peth
for us to the imericen imsses. The iders and principlec of Marxisn must be boldly

. and uncermproniseingly presented to the Armerican worlorz. The great European class-

ics rmust be used, not only for their own sake, but as o means of explaining the

American developuent. With such a prrty, we shall not only be cble to educcte our

merbers and give to those with vho: we come in contoct vhat they will increasingly
be looking for. On the basis o0f our tass work, when they come te us, they will be

" able to feel that they belong to us. This is not only a necessary and imperative

supplement to our workk. It is our special contribution to the imerican labor move-

" ment., The two complement each other to complcte vhat is known ae écientific soclal- -

isn. If one aspect is ignored, neglected or euperficially dealt with, then the
other assuwies an unchecked imomentun of its own and does not cven bring the reverds
vhich the efforts lead us to expect. '

P.RT 111: TEE NEW INTERNATIONAL ‘ T

-

.1 o proposing no innedint cure-all, no patent medicine to bring limediate
results. Revolutionary parties are not built that wey. They are Built ty harc

. thinking 2nd hard work, and hard thinking comes first. Thercfore, at the center
- of the proposed reoricntation must be the NZ INTERN.TIONAL, the theoretical

journal of thc party. The trensforzntion of LaBOR ACTION into a direct ‘recruiting
egent, to rccruit 'in accordance with the necessities of the time, and the reorient-
ation of » nass propagonda rust begin in the journali Ve hevo to see, therefore,
vhat it was, vhat it is, ond what it must be. The journal is now ten years old,
and, in accordence with the methods used herein and the ideas expressed, we rmust

¥ sec it in the light of the historicel development of the Trotskyite movements

Between 1934 and 1938, it was a powerful end influential organ, TFron a
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strictly jovrnelistic point of view its editing was always slipstol. but it alwys
hed the Tist nceessity of a mmgaiine, one strong centre) carvent and in its later
years, ond minor oneg. The cestral current was Trotskyls wiitiangn on the internat-
ionael situction, and particwlerly, though not wainly, on!*iu Pussian question.
Insidc and outside of the paper he wrote with a regerd for nethsd, a comprchensive~
ness of kmovledge and expericuce and atenacity of purpose which formed the intell-
ectual and often the editorial axes of the pspur. Fron various parts of thc world
conradcs vho wanted to writc found ideas, information, hints and indications vhich
covld bo worled up § often even phrases which could be dorrowed. Not only articles,
speeches, courscs drew froo that inexhaustible source. To write a pamphlet was
sinplicity itself. 4 whole voluine of 450 pages was viritten mainly on Trotskyls
writings as basis (World Revolution). Isaacs! THE CHINESE REVOLUTION directly and
indirectly cenc from Trotsky. It is fashionable today to szy that we merely repeat-

- ed his viewss That is true and hed its wealmesses. Thoe presont writer, however,

can try to swa up vhat he is trying to say about the period in vhich we live in

- terng of his omwn cxperionce of the 1928-38 period. Vhen he joincd the movermeni he

found a body of idecas, & mass ¢“ panphlete and brochures, onc incomparable master-
piecc, the HISTORY OF THZ RUSS. .J REZVOLUTICN, with its valuable appendices, soon
enothor volwwmne, THE REVOLUTICN BETRAYED, and a constant streem of articles, all
written vith a certain purpose, with the highest integrity and seriousness, with

not an atom of empiricism or writing down. One went forth to do the particular
battle of those days counfident and fully amed. That was thoe source of the strength

FA.of the N37 INTERNATIONAL. If, in the 'next two years, for our purpeses today we do

one~quarter as well and our people can read and educate themsolves on our natcerial

" 4n the way we did on Trotsky's, thon half our battle is wan and with thet, on the

onc hand, and our nase work on the other, LABOR ALCTION and the individual ncaber
will bo forces to be reckoned sdith,

 Trotsky also wrote and inspirced articles on general topicsg such as the intro-

duction to the CO.LUJIST WMNIFESTO, published in South Afriee; an articloc on Engcls
. a gencral article on litcrature which appeared in PARTISAN REVIE:. FEe inspircd

directly other articles, It is to boc noted that Trotsky ncvar wrote a single

- article on the United States. His introduction to LIVING TECUGHTS is a vory broad
- application of the theory of :arx to familiar statistics and ether phenoiwna of

U.S. capitalisn. EHe mnever wrote on tho Negro question. Ee said that he did not

. have the netorial nccessary although he had e mass of docunents, remoranda, stetis—

tical netorinl etc. scwt to him by comrades and friends. His special field was(1)

- the exposition of the principles of the First Four Congresses and (2) Russia.

For the period, for the sudience we aimed at, it was exactly what was required,
despite vhatever criticisms Lay be made in detail. This and the work it iaspirod
nede the magezine end trained writers and propagandists.

The second trend, a minor one but nevertheless distinctive enough'to be noted,
was Burnhan'!s writings on the Anericen question, They wcre a new departure, con-~
sistently conc and distinctive in the NE: INTERN.TICN.L. iac~-donald, a first-class
journalist, typically Americar and Novack, with a real interest in and some
knowledge of fricrican history, showed possibilitics,

Trot s}y iight not write about certain problcrns. He was koenly a aro of then
for ho lmew hov parties .arc built. He inspired Hovack to write on the Civil war,
he insisted that Burnhen answer i.ex Eastman, ho continually and even impeticntly
esked for articles on dialectical materialism. But these were subordinate to the
nain goncral line - the exposition of the principles of the First Four Congresses.

Ve kL : L S “ 54£9G>
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In 1940 cexe the split. Lind since that tiie the nagazine has stcadily decli-~
ned«® It lost Trotelky, the sowce of thoory and ideass. It lost Burnhon, lLacdonald
and Noveck, vho, despite all their vealm sses, forred an Aczerican tcam —ho coimplo-
nmented each others But worse of all, it lost a scnse of direction. T¥or & tine it
.was difficvlt onouvzh to fill its psages, but cvon now vhen there ts too much natcerial
it is inpossible to vork out what the nmagagino is aiming ot in theorctical cducetion.
An analysis of articlcs is horc an’ ot this tinic out of plecos. But to this writor,
the nagazinoe ot prescnt scoiss to bo crganized on the folloving bnsisy

l. os an organ vhosc wain purposc is attacking the Cannonitcs.##

Lrticlcs, editorials, archives, before the convention and after, scons preo-
occuplod with the proving of @ case=~in narrow terns. In particuler, therce are
reprinted archives from all poriods vhich very few rendess nre able to ploce in
contoxts For these to be of real volue, these would require still more movntains of
naterial as annototion. :

2, e:posure of the aims of §talinisn in Europc, dona in concretc agitational
terns by vorning thet Russia plins to rule over lesbor, etc. ctc.

3. continuation in the Lrchives of the 0ld Trotsky—-Stalin controvarsy.

4, an essort-cnt of articles on‘varied{Subjects in vhieh it is impossivle to
discover any oricntat ion, :

This is no question of "lack of forces®. Forces fill the magazine now. That
is happoning to the NI is precisely vhat is happening to LA. §n the theorctical
field. 3But LA had tho incdispensable $0lid contact with the American working cless.
They give to it a centrnl Adirection by their course of ection, Its wealmess is
neglect or an enpirical treatment of Bolshovisme The NI, howaver, lacking this
direction, mercly rcpresents a feeble continustion from the poriod 1928-13T8p%%*

Everyonc lmeows vhat LiBOR oCTICN is trying to cde. 3ho can say vhat tho NIV
- INTERNATION.L is trying to do? ihatever is the ain of the magazine, it is not
succecdings .t a tiio vhen we reprosont larxisnm, vhen soclety is in such crisis
that all types of theorics aro being cagerly discussed by all sprts of paople, the
ggéaziﬁetﬁg ggﬁ&ntclloctual force counts for little. To deny this is to dig oncts

Polenic tho mrgazine rmst havo. Bolsheviem and Lenin in particular lived on
polciic. The crnnonites are a legitinmato t arget, anl there arc timses when we have
to throw 211 our weight into brealzing then up. BRBut we have had 2 long cxpericnce
in these attacks and polenics, and meneuvers aized at other parties, large onc
gnall. fThe concrete rcsults have boen usually in the long run psetty poor.

i The nost perfeet exanple of vhat the NI is can be seen in vhat we procuccd for
the ten yoors anniveraary nwibere. /n anniversary number sums up the past, loolks at
- the prosont situetion, from a h ‘ght, so te spcak, and opens up the perspoctives
of the future. It is a nunber '.ich usuelly brings rcnewed intercst and onthwginsn
and a substential nusber of subscribors. It is o nunbor of vhich many extra copies
should bo printod and handed out rs a cord of introduction so to apeak for years €
come., ZIvery rcader of LA shoulld hove felt that this wns a mumbor to got, to rcad

* Novherc in this docuwient an I dceling with more fundaacntal questions such es the
rightness or .rongncss of the views or thoories proscnted. That does not alter the
line of orgument herc.

®s And not Torgetting the "“MJohnsonitesn.
¢ This is no mere "destructive' criticism. For the past year or so, thc prescnt
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. and to lzcep., Instcad the number vas & particularly bad example of vhat the NI has
boen for the past two years, with some 25 pages devoted to the National Question
and spoocches end erticles by Lonin and Trotsky and gels. (ates continues "a
polenic on his conception of the party, The result could bave Zeen oxpectod. Tho
issuo has fzllen flat. The wider circles it should have veached are act only une
touchcd = cven party membors, if onc can judgs by incidental com:cuts, havo beon |
cold vhoroe they have not disapproved.

This is on tho positivo sido so far as it is positivo. Powevcr, it is whon wa
look at +hot the party is tedey end what it is trying to do, that wo can socc howy far
LA reprosonts one poriod and the NI another. _gt.tween_g&and the nass approach to
the inmericon vorker and the NI, there is an a}‘moﬁt 1mgogsible gllf.

FHAT SHOULD ¥ DONE?

. The first thing to. recogntza is that the magozinets ao.in businoes is to do in

4heory vhat LA (and the non-existent popular pamaphlets) rust do dn practice. The
. contral direction of the ‘paper must be iorxiem and the United §tates as the contral
’ » directive & tho old NI was the First Four Congrcesos and the International situations
: . With our bacliground and vith the international situntion, we need nover fear that
: tho magagine will decome en oxnmple of Marxist isolationisms . Qur framewerk vwill
£ alvays be internstional. At times the international aspect will predominatc. Lonin
£ was tho greatcst of all intornetionalists. But Trotsky notes that Lenin's Wintore
i :.national period" began only in 1914, If it is true that we live in a period far
'more internctionally united thean forty years ago, yet the fact remains that once we
“have for the moment abandoned our preoccupation with the Cormmnist Party and the
“others, gonuine internationalism must be based on the notional scene. To repoet
ad nausean. Thoe Theoretical journal of 1928-38 had onc aim. ‘e have anothers ve
_must forn 211 anglas train ourselvos for that. No party was cver so ‘ntornationally
trainol as the Bolshabik Party. But this most international of all partics learnt -
Yerxisan on & Russian basis, and could not have learnt it in any other may. If the
~“NI is not thc place vhore we rmst train oursolvos to do and do vhat Lenin did betmee
»on 1896 ond 1914, then where must it be donet

If it 4s urged thot during the war wo had a speciel) reaponsihility. then that
responsibility is now over. TFrance and Italy are eclrendy actives The coming period
demande a regricntation of the paper.

. Not only is this necessary from a national point of viow but f rom an intornote
donal. Anmerica occupies a peculiar place in international affairs todsy. Knowledge
E:.. of this country has never formed more then a cursory pert of European culturc cnd
. education. In all probability the number of English universities in 1939 vhich
gavo a course in U.S. history and culture could bs counted on the fingzars of one
~hend or at the rnost two. Today that is changed. Jizerico is the centre of world
ettention. It is the lost hope for imperialism and the old democracy. The Lnericqn
bbﬁrgeoisie is going to flood the wond with accounta of this country. its history

- “*(cont'dT - ' -
- writer hns atteupted to intrdduce into the prper at least one co'xsistent trond ol /r;;
the lines of this documents I list the following articlessy
"The Philosophy of Eistory end Necessity,® NI, July & Oct. 1943
"Nogroos in the Civil VWer: Their role in the 2nd ‘Aacricoan Revolution.® Dec. 1943
n ¥In the Lmericen Tradition;T o Working~Class i-ovenent in Perspective." NI, Nov,!43
8In the International Tredition: American Labor!s Taskst, NI, Jen. 1944 '
f%a8xi, St. Paul and Stalin," NY, June, 1944 - ‘
~ "The Anerican Peoople in One forld- An lssay in Dialectical hateriausm, July, ¢
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its devclopment, its politics, its ideals, etc. In the present writer's opinion.
substantiol sections of the Europcan bourgcoisie and certainly the "Social-Derocrats
ang liberals have nc hope of salvation except in actuel imerican overlordship or
the imerican "idealns 4s long a2s Rooscvelt end Stalin collaborata, the whole power
of Stalinism will be directed to supplucienting the propagandistic efforts of the
Anerican bourgeoisie. Powerful in Zurope, this trend will be overvhelaing in the
Far Easts Lnd even vhere in foreign countries there is an opposition to this trend,
E the oppostion will of necessity concern itself with the Unitod States, " The theor~
4 otieal intdrprotation of the United States, its past, present and future, becoiies
theroforc a truly international task, e part of the international strugzle for
socialisn anc the nationel indepondonce of oppressed peoples. 4nd in this, the cen-
tral issue of our times, we have an exhrustive role to play.

Finally, as alvays in periods of crisis an never so rmuch as in this one, the
= whole problem of the destiny of numnnity is raised. The individunl, the state,
F. education, culture, religion, the elite, the necessity of rulers and ruled, rece,
i ell theso fundamental questions are once more in the melting pot, nationally and
k. internationally. Oub contribution in this rost capitalistic of all countries is to
¢ analyze these fundanental questions in our terms., This is our contribution to fhe
. international socialist debate. iiarxists of ecach cowntry do their owm, as inter-
nationalists. Henceforth we can be certain that the European comrades will crrate
¢ an international journal, at least in Fr:nch. QOur business is internationalisnm
k. with the United States as the centre. The Europcan journals will do the seme, with
} Europe as the centre. We¢ shall roprint and conmzent, and also contribute as we have
¥ done in the post. But henceforth the peper rmst know where it is going and all of
& us must !mow. I have indicated ry vievw,

-

e

} A THEORETICAL JOURNAL

This obviously is no light task. Larx and Engels kmew Westorn Zurope inside
¥ out. Lenin and Trotsky were masters of all aspects of Russia. ‘e have to do the
. pame here. The task is not light. Neither was Lenin's task light in those days
of 1884, But, a young man in his twenties, he wrote and circulated manuscriots
in St petersburg which were written as if he were already leader of a state
theoretically founded on jjarxisme. In every field he proclaimed the supremacy and
the necessity of Marxist theory. What we have to do is not only to educatc con-
cretely., Ve heve to train & generation which will familiarize itself with the

fundamentals of darxist theory by exercising it in this task., Its departments are
four. To begin with the simplest.

1. Historical Materialism We haven't {5 d4o_rescarch as Lenin had to do. In this
highly~orpanized country masses of material exzist on all topics. The first
American Revolution, the Second and the Third, these are our themess Hitherto we
have lived mentally in 1789, 1848, 1871, 1917, the Social Democracy, the Third
i*  International. ve shall ncver be able to depart from those. Thoy arc internet+ - -
‘g 1ona§. 3ut we must use them as a means to an end. Our revolution is after all
i the American Revolution. The specific economic devclopment of the United Stetes,
the special social rclations which they produced, the political parties end the
S spccial qualities which distinguish the American from tho European dev010pm0n§.
. It is obvious that the leading American courades :mst have 2 ccunulated lmowledge
and ideas about these questions. We cannot keep them in our hcads any longer.
Late in_his.carcer Engols planned enthusiastically to rewrito his Peasant War
. in Germany in ordcr to meke it a preparation for the understanding of the modern
2 Germany. Engcls was no acadenic historian or lover of theory, for theoryts soke.
' Ho considdrcd it his businoss to cducato theo workers from the highcscposgsiblo

vst.’,a.ndards. » 4 9 9
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A tromendous ficld is here waiting to be oponed, a ficld which will not only
bring practical results but is of the highest theoreticel importance. Tnc present
writer has found that precisely becausc of the absence of feudal remnants in mode-
rn Amcrica, nany of the most abstract analyses of iarx find their most perfect
exemplificotion in the United States. Today this is the model capitalist country.
Bere incrcasingly in the futurc the utmost implications of the theory will be
practically demonstrated. This is of national and international importance., The
poverty of what passes for jarxist or radical thought in Arcerica is amazing. The
Hackers, the Abram Barrises, the Beards and the rest are all petty—-bourgeois
radicals spreading their poison uncheckeds iic have to carry on a meérciless war of
Marxist interpretation against their pseundo-~iarxzist fabrications and fantzsics.
The Amcricen working-class, as is inoevitable, is walking up to its history as a
¢lass, an inevitable stage in its socialistic development. e have to troat this
history as militant larxists. A bool like the Beard's pasic Bistory at 694 is
going to do a vest amount of mischief to workers anxious to lcarn. We give it
credit for what is good but denounce it as karxists. .¥We give our own interprctat -
lon. ~Je publish our own analysis. iie publish our owm studies. And peculiarly
enough, that is how we make international classics. Daniel DeLeon wrote two pam~
phlete; WEAT 4EANS THIS STRIKE and T.0 PAGES OF RO.AN EISTORY, which, wo are
reliably inforned, were amoang the treasured pamphlets of many workers in Britain,
If in tho course of a year we can publish in the journal Marxist studies of the
Civil Jar and a real Marxist anslysis of the rise and social and historical
significance of the CIO, we shall havwe accomplished & truly great beginning. From
these articles will come pamphlets, and will como a deeponing of the political
education in LA. From these articles will come the historical backing necessary for

- the propaganda*for the Labor party. e are all awvare of something missing in our

propaganda for the Labor Party. It has not the fundamontel theoretical beosis
concretely expounded. Lonin insists that from the very boginning of the Sociclist
movement in Russia two trends sppsared, opportunism and Marxism. His greatest
work after 1914 was the theoretical analysis of the economic causes of thise Doy
after doy he anclyzed it -economically, politically, socially, For him this educa-

tion the workers needed above all. /hat have we done to mrke this a living part

of the Inowledge and experience of the U.S. workers end radicals? Absolutely
nothing. Sure we say that the labor leaders are reactionary, pro-Roosevelt, pro-
war. Ve say they arc scoundrels. Thoso are just agitational statements. Tho
general impression that our agitation gives is of reactionary labor leaders vho
deceive the workers. This is theoretically false. The labor leaders do not func-
tion in a vacuum. Not an issye of the NI should come out in which from onc angle
or another we did not traat from the roots up the basis of opportunism in the U.§,
And in this way we perform an international service. It will not bc long before
{ts influence will appear in L4, propaga.ndist and sgitational pamphlets and the
daily worl: of the membors.

2., Marxzian economics. The sad record of the magrzine hers specks for itself, It
is sufficicnt to say thnt the cconormic question of questions in our day is the
question of capitalist accurmlation. The debate in Lenin's doy reged around the
question of the realization of surplus ¥alue. The same questlion arose in Geriany
Just before the last war. Rosa Luxemburg's study of accumulation also tool the o7 -
form of o study of realization, These were notf¥thecoretical essays®, as only a
lomentable ignoremce cen believe. They wers aspects of the class strugglo express—
ing themselves theoretically both within and without the labor movement, The <¢b
debate, as wes historically inevitable, has now gone' a stage further. It has
noved from Vol 11 of Capital to Vol 11ll. This is nbove all an American question.
Stuart Chaseo, Hanson, oll the gnvernment oconomists, all tho "expoerts' who gove
evidence before the TNEC, the whole economic besis of the New Deal, nll thesc pose
this fundnmental question in terms of raising the stondard of living of the workers

as a meons for the continued development of capitalism., The staliniate hnve now

- Boo
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taken this up and are preparing e highly theoretical assault upon our provious
conception of iarx's CAPITAL®*. _These conceptions represent the instinctive polit-~
ical econony of every labor leader in the country cnd the belief of groat nosses

of workerse All the labor leaders ere not vulger fakers. The workers &re not fools.
The basis of this belief is the obvious power of the Anericen econory. Particaler—
ly today it seems to them obvious that by govermment regulatlon ~nd raising of wespe
wages the fmerican econopy con function in a mamner sens“acmorj to evaryhody; it
. 18 nmerely the wickedness and sclfishness of the bad capitalists vhick prevents this.
i Yet so limited is our conception of our tasks that exce.t for egita: ionnl shouting

- about the profits of capitalis:a and the unemployed to come, we leave these ideos
¢ to go their ovn unchecked way. Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky, Roaa Luxemburg ~nd
] Bukharin carried their oppoeftior to these things to the point of pedantry. They
. were greot oactivists all. But the clessics of Varxisn which we read todsy did a
A vonderful work in their day, still live and will nlways live, because thoy tockled
. the false ideas of their time from the root end teught the workers by precept and
' oxanple to seck bourgeois concept ions out at their source and destroy them therc.

The method here is important. Lenin never deviatod onc inch from his stand as
B Merxist. Eo said "This and this is arx's view. I now propose to apply it, to
‘Russian capitelisn or egricult--c or whatevor it was." His work on the statc was
& comnontary on vhat Marx and Zangels sald about it, He stood before the workers ss
‘& Marxist ho'based whatever ho was doing on strict Marxist theory, but iarxist
“theory applied to Russia. This is thg way a Marxist party is built; militently,
' arrogantly larxist theoreticisms, militantly end arrogontly talking it to tho worker
':;of the nation.

3 B. Bolshevisn. This can be brieﬁy stated. It is the Anerican counterpart of
\, m IS TO BE DOWES ‘

- . ®Phe building of the party is not advanced one inch by repeating that the

- rpax_'ty must be built., Between 1928-38 we have been excessively concerned about the
ratruggles of the Left Opposition and the historical snteceddnts of our Trotslyite

movenente This will always rencin of irmortonce to us but we heve different aims

:npwe The present writer proposes to orgenize soma of the material in this docu~

blic tion in the R articularly the section deslirng with the inter-~
ﬁo tex“p%s at party h?zildiﬁg will belya..xplif icd, But thef% are.also

.sources of experiences in American hisfory vhich concern not scholars btut hove
* valuable lessons for the tesks which we are trying to do today, not only for us,
“but for the inerican workers. It is here if only in reverse, that they cen learn
‘what & genuine Bolshovik Party is. There is a wealth of cxperience in this
country fron the early Gernan aptexpts to introduce Merxisn to the U.5., the old
Socialist Perty, tho various cttempts at jorkers Education, the beginning of the
Communist Party here, successes and failures of larxism in Anmerice. A clear
sequence con be traced, of infinite value in our educetion and in the educetion of
our readers. Kere then is also necessary a close study of the conditions in
Russic and the methods vhich the Bolsheviks used to build the first and only Bole~
shevik party. The naterial exists in English and for the most part by Lenin done
both at the tine and in retrospect. Written for Aserican resders snd for Ancri-
can workers it will hove not only general educetional value but concrete applice
tion to the problem of party-building in the United States. Once we embrace our
roeoders in this problen we have gons far tosmrds making them Bolshevik in apnroacdh
that is to soy, concerned about building the ruvolutionnry party. Once we

- familiarize ourselves with these problemss in the Journal then it will become ensy
i for all of us to handle tham naturally in Labor iction as it wns easy in the old
* days to propagandize and agi'co.te on the §.P. in Geroany a.nd the crimes of ‘the

3 stalinist bureaucracy.
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4. Dialectical lnteri~lisms Dialecticel laterialism is not something to be
defended against Hook, Eastnan and Burnham. It is the philosophy and the theory
of knowledge of arxism. To use a phrasc .arx used in his early writings it is
the theorctical basis of scientific hun~nism. Today when 2ll thinkers are grop-
ing like drunken men, with all their points of support n~nd refereance gone, ve

heve here a wecpon whose power :nd value was never so0 great as in the prevailing
confusion. 1In one earticle,in particuler, %gt. Paul, Loski and Stalin® the presont
writer has tried to ¢«aonstrate how the method con be used in defence of the rmore
genernl wiews of 1life nnd society that wo stend for. But that is nerely & begirn-
ing. In every field the nethod of logical dovelopment and historical manifestotion
brings results in clarificetion and illumination vhich i1l be felt. in every sphcre
of our work. Lenin was always a diclectician but it =es only in 1914 that he
studied seriously its origin in the Hegelian dicledtic. And after that he become
one of the striagest advocates of its study in Russia, demanded that oxtracts fron
Hegel and inierpretations be printed in the theoretical journal. He knew and seid
that mistakes would be node but added that w hoever was afrnid of mistakes would

£ not do anything. It cannot be said with sufficient emphnsis that "defence! of the
.~ dislectic cgainst Hook and Eastman is today the least of our prodblems. It is not
a precious jewel in a box to be defended ogninst them. It is & weapon to be used.
In the study and practice of Historical liaterialism, Marxian Econonics and Bolshe~
visn, it will be a guiding threcd meking points clear and hedping usto make then
clear to others. Contradiction, oppogites, negation, negdion of negation, quantity
into quality, treunscendence, condition, possibility, these are not Jjokes or a kind
g of intellectual family heirloon that you "defend" fiercely sagainst attack withovt
- ever knoving what they mean,% jjarz, Engds, Lenin and Trotsky did not concern

. themselves with nonsense or sono outvorn intellectuel ritual. There is todry e

great desire among ..orxists to know nmore about this subjdct and the literature on
t. this subject is groving. i play no part in it at ell., Not only is this interest

© fnevitable and legitmate in general., The age we live in is onoc vhich calls for
' 1deas nnd tests them ruthlessly. Dialectic will make its wny with us or without.
. It would bo to our advantage to study what is traditionally ours.

- PScholasticisn"—~ There is not only a way to do.these things. There is a wy not
: %0 do thens In the lost tvo issues of the NI there has boen e change in the type
of articles. Douglas Ellis hc written on allied impericliem, Ecmott has written
on*The Great Contradiction®, between Vol.l and Vol 111, and James Barrott 2 long -
article doaling with the "Anti-liarxian Offensive?., With these nay be classcéd
three articlos of a scriocs on Burnham by Fahan. Those articles typify the roverse
side of vhet is wrong with the NI. An ompirical approach docs not necessarily
ignore theorye. HNo iarxist admits that he ignorcs theoty. .het happens is that
thoory is given a special stobus. It bacomes something divorced from the practical
pursuitse A theoreticion becomes a scholer, a "learncd® man and theory bocoines
the business of a few vho have time. . In other words, 4% becomes precisely ~hat
Lenin nover lct it become, & kind of cultural decoratione. Articles arc written
vhich, if not writton, would nover be nmissed or asked for. For example, an erticle
on the Grect Contradicticn, proving by a lcng list of quotations that larx: did not
contradict himself, serves vhat purpose? The long articles on the "Anti-larxzian
offensive" dealing with Eock, Shumpeter, and others is full of knowledge onc herd
vork but it is a typically scholastic piece. It characterizes these writers as
"unfair®, "illogical?, subjoect to "technical compulsives", ¥falsifying llarx!s
theory of the State", etc. etc. In the same vein Fahan spends some inwdluable
twelve poges cn Burnham proving that Burnhem hes refurbished the thoory of humen
nrture, of sociology, that he has borro.ed from Pareto, etc. etce This type of
stdting holps ‘nobody excépt those people who are interested academically in study
end professorial discussicns. They reck of lectures and class rooms and college

-journals. Col
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e First cof all, tho ideas of all these bourgeois writers shculd under no
¥ ° circunstances fill all that space in our journcl if treated in thot wey. Period-
l ically one or two or a bunch of then shculd bo hendled, proferably those tiw are
croating an intersst in lebor circles., ‘hen they are dealt with, the main purposoc
shoud be twofcld: (1) to show exactly vhat stege of bcurgecis thought they repre.«. .
sent and how far those idoss are affccted by the stage of develcpment of society
and particulerly of the vorking class. That they are 1llogical, traduce iarsisn,
otc. 18 nothing new. Thay alvays have and alvays will. The point is in vhot vay
they do it, thy, vhat is tho relation of this type of anti-arxism to previcus
ones, and vhat it means to the lebor rovenent today. (2) to seize the opportunity
for a positive exposition of some aspect of i‘arxism thought and shew them up posi-
. tively. Thus the renegades and anti-Marxists of the pressnt dey are all roctec in
the fact that there is no powerful political labor movement in the United States.
" This gives their work a special American slmnt. And there are rmmy sinilar ongles.
" But the wlicle treatnent shculd be modelled on arx's essay on ProudHon, or Engols
on Duhring, cr Lenin on the Narcdnik frlsifiers of historical materialisn, or
Rosn Luxenburg on Bernstein. There is a woy of doing these things. Joe Leon~rdis
article on ‘iilliams, for exaple, is with respect tc miethod vastly superior to
these professorinl discourses, Not only do they not cdo whet they ought to do. In
one respect they do harn for they feoster exactly that attitude to theory as some-
thing cn the shelf, o struggle of bcoks against books, which the great .iarxists iad-
their pragtice snd method ccnstantly repudinted. This nsscrtment of pieces will
not only/raise the Earxzist level of the umgngine. It will nct only give an illus-
ory idea that "at last we oare having soms theory". It will attract only the wreng
. type of student who will see Hock on cne side and the NI on the other, arguing
about the same thing on diffeorent silles but in ruch the same sort of way. Pinolly
it reinforces the active party member in the sentiment that he wculd like to study
i - gome "theory" but he hrsn't the time to spare for it. ‘hen Lenin crgued on theory
“po cne ever mistcok him for o mere debater with his cpponents A4And both he and
. JMarx in particular cculd write on the most abstruse subjects and yet make the
~ sorker vho ventured into its pogcs feel that this ras something of the utmost in-
terest ~nd concern tc the working cless. This power was not psychological. It
agrung frem their whole nethod of an~lysis. And that is not learnt in a doy.
¢ The task of the NI shculd be to teach these undcudbtedly talented comrades ~nd
f  friends to use their telents in the Morxist amnner.

CONCLUSION

i \«} A

At the moceting on the Lmoricon question vhich proceeded the 1944 codventicn,
I listed threc prcprgencdist points as crnes con vhich we shculd center our nttenticn.

1. The Américanizaticn of Bclshevisn

2. The stntification'of Eroduction‘

3. Interneticnalisn

Points No. 2 and 3 will have to wait. I havs tried here to abstract prop-

agénda ond agitation and ecucntion from work ricng the nasses. But such en
abstraction has all thc oneo~sidedness of an abstracticn, In actual 1life the nose

werk will guide and shape the thecrctical appreach ot every stage. Contoct with

the proletoriet ususlly results in that. But the theoreticel werk will guide the
nass worlz 2lso. The orientaticn outlined here will demand serious attention fren
nll of us precisely because we ere cadres for a prrty. The porpetunl refrain cf
"lack of forcds" is no rnswer. /4 leading corrsde can g5 tc Chicago for 14 doys
or gc on tours lasting wookds to settle scrio union prcblem cr to mnke speeches.
The party dces not ccllapse in thoir absences But we are told thet through

oz
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"lack of forces"n: cne con find .14 days tc write a poophlet on "“hat is the
Werkers Porty?" . Isntt the argusent ridiculcus? The pamphlets are nct written
beeauso the feal need for them is nct understccd. lere prefcundly we have nct gct
that body of mcteriel in the NI in pamphlets and small bcoks which beth in meteri-
al ~nd a~nner were such as we had in 1928-38 nnd enabled us to write the kind of
porphlets or articles we necded nt the drcp of =~ hete

- Let na here ccnclude with the questicn of educaticn, propagandn,agitaticn in
its rclation to the fundamental question of thz building of the party.

The Anmerican moss party will nct be built by us or by the Canncnitcs. Groups
of Virginda niners, Jest Coast sailors, Scuthern share~-crcppors, Pittsburgh stecl
workers, all scrts of "left® fermations will coalesce in time and hoamer cut a
unificd organisation. They will bring their.qualities. Our task is to forn such
o strong nucleus that tho coalescence will take place arcund us, or even that does
nct take ploce, our special contribution will be Morxism and the theory and praot-

¢ 1ce of Bolshovisn, But to do this we have to gathor a mucleus of a few thcusands,
I of whon 75§ vill be Amorican vcrkers, men and women, instinctively hostile to

}- bourgecis society, whc are workers, have been workers and tho have no other pros—

- poct in 1fc cxeept tc be workers. Thay and caly they can build a nnss warty. They
aroc tho cnly real mnss propoag ndists end agitetors, doy after dey. They cxist in

tens of thcusands alrcody and copitolism will create more and more thcusands for

£ us. But thoy ncoed tc bec given, not prospocts cf a happy life and higher woges,

¢ but a aethod cf thought and a cenception of sceinl devolopmiont that ntkaes their

F . own lives ond efforts intelligble tc thenm in notional and internaticnal teros.

.. They need to know that 4in lnrxisn and the revelutionary porty thoy have sonething

.which, even if far frcn being cempletely understood, yet is theirs. Proletorian
thought ,proletarian nethed rmst be for then o challeng,e to the boutgooisie ot oll

= points, cofeating it in thecry asthe workers will cne day defeat it in proctice,

i . For them it rmst be e theory which marks off thcse who adherc tc it from ell cthers

feiving then pridc and confidence am d tho consclousness of n great supericrity to

a1} however influential or famous vho do not accept larxism. That is Belshevisn.

That is what Lenin in his dey and with his prcble'm frem the start strove to

- create.

b . It is vith such pecple that we can in time grow ropicly. From now and hence-

;.. forth there will be inerensingly rapid breaks in the naticnal conscicusncss and

" in the socinl develep.cnt ¢f the vorking class. This cless will increasingly

f© throw off substantial numbers of workers brecking with the traditicnal and petty-

. bourgeois ideclogies. If within their cm envircnment and of their own proletar-

i . ian origin, there are trained -~ nd conscicus Harxists, esch of these can forn ot

t. . critic~l stoges the rallying center of dozons and perhaps scores of adherents.

i The workers in the U.S. have nc allegiance to any traditicnal workers pnrties es

- had tho workers of Europe. Broadly speakeing, the whole field is open, ani Ly
laying the necessary founiation with throughness and confidence we can legitincte-
ly expect the Lierican workers as they respond tc declining ceapitnlism will find it

" irmpossible to p-ss. ua bys '

PiRT 1Y s CCHCRETE PROPOSALS

E Obviously from the whole argusent sbove, this will be no list of articlos
or proposals for colwms which will solve the difficultiocs of tho party. I
thereforo mecrely indicate the fcllowing as irmediate concrote steps for the next
poriod in the direction outlined, Heru I oust revert to vhat is proper logical

order. _ : _ 593
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. The Now International

A. Through straight articles or book reviens. we neod as preparat 1on for in-
dispensable parphletes

l. 4 sorice of studies of'the Arerican labor moverent, A.F. of L. and I.%.V.
and ;hen A.F. of L. and C.I.0., along the lines declt with in the section on the
NI above.

- 2. Tho Civil Lar as the Lierican bourgecis rovolution. (Trotsky wented to
E- write a History of the Civil Uar.) This is the theeretical basis for the coning
. social rovolution.

3. The Azerican Revolution of 1776. From here flow 211 tho idcology and cur-~
¢ rent social thought of the country: Constitution, Bill of Rights, Founding Fathers.
| Wo havo to start breaking that up, o.s Marxists.

4 Fron this should come in tinmo twe full length pamphloets:

1. "The Corrmnigt uanifesto" of America, an enalysis of Amcrican dov«.loprcnt
fron 1776 to today.

E 2. A0 annlysis of the lobor moverent and its rolo in Aserican history with
3 .pecia.l enphasis on the A.F. of L, end the €.I1.0.

3 _Thesc _should bs cur periancnt standby. Thoy should last forever - at lonst
a until sociclis:, end all cuy clagss should begin with thom and inmediately ofter,
. or sido by sido, the Conr:unist wanifegtc, etce Thoy rust bear our stanp, our
la.'bel.

" B. Tha.whole theoretical discussicn of accumul‘ tion, with a practical appli-
ation to thc economice of the I{f we do two or

C. The Socinlist Pearty, the beginning of tha C.P. in this couatry, the Third
arty; studies of these, not acadenic but in the Leninist manner, for our owmn
ucation and the education of the workers, rmst begin to appear in the journale.
th articles on Bolshevisn and its beginnings, as a historical standard of con-
arison, ve shall begin to create the theoretical prenises for an Anorican Bol~-
shevisn end in tine do our own ¥What is to be Donet"

’ De The writings of iarx, Engels, Lonin, Plokhanov and tho other clasgsics
on Dialcttical jinterierlisn rmust find a placo in the paper. Yot every nonth or
8very throe ricnthe but stegflily, so that we conscicusly begin to illuiinete our
. o work with the Marxist Mciontific method.

b 7o, being what we are, thoc sbove divisions arc in decscending ordoer of iport-
 ance. Ancriecan developnent cones first “in tinc ond energy snd spacc., 3But we hovo
* $0 work systonatically at tho others $00.

Lrchivess
Herc we have two things tc cdo.

Ae The writings, letters, etc., of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Sorge, Trotsky on
¥ Averico have a value far beyond their scattered characters They rust be collectod,
¥ annotated and ypublished. "Lenin on Britain® is a fanous and very presious volune
‘in Britaine Lenin's two letters to the Auerican workers, for example, should be
" at once reorinted in the ‘paper. - 504
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K B. /e have to start reprinting nnd annotating some carefully choscn clessics
of Aaerican revolutionaries. For example, David jiallirts Appesl , Spoeches of
wendell Phillips, etc. :

The Nogro Quostion ' | .

' Herc, as Marxist interproturs, the field is ours, Negroes and populien,

B Booker T. Tashington, Frederick Déuglas, the Garvoy movesent, vhatover sorious
work we do here will not only educate ourselves but will be gcebtled wp by the
Negro pecple, nesses and intellectuals alike, and progressive vhite workers,

Perty po: ts
e neod two at once!

1. ‘et is the “orkers Party?
‘2~ The Labor Party ‘

They shculd be serious pamphlets both cast 4n a historxcal oould. Both pare
ghlets should be carefully cocrdinated, so that the reador who reads them both
should hove & cloar dbut briefly stated idea c¢f the developnent of the labor movee

. zent and of the function of the two pertics. (losely linked wAth this must be
the publication of a formel Declaration of Principles and general prcgram. This
¥ is o crying nccessity.

Labor Action ond the Pamphlets .

A substantial secticn of the peper oust reflect in populaer form the work we

~do on this prcpegandist effort, Some of the pamphlets or extracts from them must
“acturlly appeer -eck after week in the paper. Articles in the NI can be sunurized
with puitable extracts. The party progran and explanatory .articles nust constante
-ly appoar in the paper. Thore rust be & ccastant tie-up, literary, political ond
,;2rouotiona1 vetween the NI, the sclid propngzendist parmphlets and the paper.

Reviews of books sheuld pley am important part in the papers They rmst nct
be matered dowm. Twe roviews héch have appearcd or will appear in the NI have
every place in the prper, one by Shachtnan cn yWilkie's One orld and another cn

wechslerts study of Jchn L. Lewis. Life, Time, The Saturdesy Zvening Post, Ccllier

'Look: constantly have articles of the ncst serious quality by highly quahfied ,
writers who do act write dowmns, These are read by millions. A recent article in

Life on Copitelism and the Free lLarket is a case in point. These and not articles

4n the New York Times shculd be the target of systenatic, cozprehensive snd fully
Var-ist roplies by LA. Life writes on the free merket? Gocd. 7e write the

Yiorxist view ¢f the free market. The Saturday Evening Post writes about cortels
enc monopolies? Next week we write cne or two articles cn : .onopolies and cartels
exposing their superficn}&y and preaching our owm.views. ‘e say that the clessic
~ work on nonopclies is Lenin's Imperialisrn. /e refer to our beck sorvice, 7o

3 refer to & current article in the §NI. ‘e denocunce cartels, but we teach, we ex~

l plain, we deliberately 1ift the worker above his daily strugcles.

i Education .. The above docuient is not a prcgramrmtic document. Once the thecret—~
- 2c21 necossity 1s grasped, then the orzanizaticnal arrangements, the ccurses of

. sfudy, etc. are, to start with, a nctter of cclloborative effort. This, hotever
. oust be said. This document repudiatos emtirely that ccnception of oducation
:which gendé ~ut documents abcut the speoches cf Roosevelt and liste of war proffits
" &nd wat standale.
' J. R. Johnscn : 595




