- CONFERENCE PROCZEDINGS

Saturday, August 4, 1945

'Tho conference was called to order at 11 A M. by Max Shachtman.
Roll call was taken, and the following calegates (or where necessary
their elternates) were seated at the conference.

The H.C. reported that ¥1.C. members and all full-time functionaries
wer. Lo be seated at the confercnce as fraternal Delegates. Since Los
Angeles had elected an NC member as a regular Delegate, and Detroit had

;- elected its full time organizer as a regular Delegate, their alternates
 were secated as delegates.

The reoresentatlvc from Baltimore was seated as a fraternal delegate.

. Since one of Philadelphia's delegates was not present at the conference

i and they had no alternates present, a visitor from Philadelphia was secated
as a regular delegate, after consent from the Philadelphia delegatién had
been acguired. _

The agenda Vas . then read asg accdptcd by the Cnnference.

The rules of the conference was also acccptcd.

}. PRESIDING COMIITTEE: P ' ‘

. The conference rules called fro a presiding committee 6f five, to be

- mado up of two members of the NC and 3 membeds from the floor of the
conference. The presiding committce elected was: Nevias, Coolldge, OtConnor,
Harvey and Cranc. . .

Biw o LA

REPCRT Oif TASKS AD PERSPECTIVES OF THE ORGANIZATION--Max Shachtman-11:30-
- to 12350. o : ~ ,

i B
e

2 Luncheon ‘recess. -
““Thc confcrcnce reconvened at 1;565.

The propfsal was made and adopted that the roll-call be taken by branches
and that in those instances vhere an alternate had been seated for the morning
session, the regular delegato be seated if prosent.

The Philadelphia branch presented a resolution to the conference
rcgarding the Johnson documents which stated that the branch had cxpressed
f  the unanimous opinion that the two documents of Comrade J. should be °
k. considered Conference materiale
The rosolution was referred to the Political Committec by the Presiding
- Committee, and their reply was given to the conference by Coolidge. The
. conference was advised that the PC decision to rule the Jjohnson documents
- out was based on its decision of the type of conference to be held. Since
"~ the Johnson dccuments deal wi“h two main points~-1l. The type of paper Labor
* Action is and 2. the type of rarty that the {lorkers pParty should be, the
f” committee had ruled that only a convention could decide on such qpesfions.
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’ 2.
The question was raised as to whether the Philadelphia resolution
and the Johnson documents were a point on the agenda of the conference
and thercfore.. orcn to discussion at this point. The delegate from Philrdelphia
advised that the Branch mean the resolution to bo part of the conference
business, and hoped for a reversal of the (camitiee drcision bty ithe Conference.

Anne Russcl pointed out that the confercnecna had no authrrity to reverse
the decision of the P,C., but at best ccould recermend such a reversal to
that committceo. e

Haul Temple pointed out that the delegatoe could, in their discussion
of the Shachtman report, discuss the Johnsor dezuments if they so desired,
evén though the conference would not be voting on those documents.

No motion made on the Question, but it was understood that the
delegates could, if they so &esired, discuss the Johnson documents when they
took the floor.

The conferonco then proceeded to a dlscussion of the Shachtmen report,
and the following delegates took the floors
Harry Allen, New York; Ernie Lund, New York; Paul Temple, Los Angoles;
Svsan Green, New York; White, San Pedro; Hall, Detroit; Norman, Queens, N.Y.y
Peters, N.Y.; Brown, N.Y.; Gould' Madison; Jensen, N.Y.; Dillon, N.Y.s
Harvey, Detroit Jerry, Phllﬂ.. Bea. N.Y.; Sterling, San Francisco-
Johnson. N.Y.
!
Comrade shachtman then took the floor for e 35 mlnuxe summany of the
report. . , .
A

REPORT O ORGANIZA TIONAL TASKS OF TEE PARTY. Al Gﬁtes

Point of special prxviICge for time to sPeuk before discussion of
organ1zation tasks requested by Comrade shachtman. Request grqnted.

Comrade snacnt van explained to the conference that the remarks in his
summary regarding the Philadelphia orgonization were not meant to refer to
the Branch os a2 whole nor to the Philadelphia delegation at the conference.
That hc meont only that trnre is a group of members in Philadelphia who do
represent that of which h. spoke. That no eriticism was meant to refer to
the Branch as a whole, and that if that impression wag conveyed to the
confercnce, he would like to apologize to tho conferance and to the Philadelphi:
Branch.

The conference then procoeded to a discussion of the report on
organizational task

New York, Detr01t Los Angeles, Phlladelphia then mnde local reports,
with Crane rcnortlng for N.Y»3§ Harvey for Detpoit; Rlckie for Los Angeles
and Irving for Philadelphia. : _ :

The conference adjourned at 7;10 for dinner.

The conference was reconvened at 8:35 and after roll-call, proceeded
to a discussion of the Gates report and the various locel reports
‘Discussion was limited ¢o 5 minutes per speaker, and the follow1ng
delegatos took the floor: O'Connor, San Francisco; Reed, Queens; Red, FTISCO'
Billy, Detroit; Hoffman, N.Y.; Leah, N.Y.; Russel, Los Angeles; Lund, N.Y.;
Ryan, Seattle; ,Janny. L.Aes Horty. Buffa,lo‘ Frances, Philasj Esther, W.Y.
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Stan, Detroit; Jerry, Phila.i Jacly, Pedro; Phil, N.Y.; dertio, N.Y.3
Busan Green, N.Y.; Campbell, Cleveland; Keviaa, J-Y.

- Summary for 30 minutes by Gatcs ¢on hig report on Lre Migarisaticnal
tasks of the Organization.

FINANCIAL REPCRT - iary Bell

: Discussion, 5 miautces per person with ho following delegates spcakings
Jack,L.A.; Bsther, .Y.s Gertie, N-Y.; luriel, L.A.; Morty, Buffalo;
susan Green, M.V.; 3art, L.A.; uanyy, L.As; OtConnor, Frisco.
rotion:By Bort of L.A.: '
That the conference recommend to the Political Committee that the Tax
. §cheodule include the -provision that a deduction, be allowed for the expenditures
of those married couples who must mcet exira financial obli ations in order
- for them to be free for their Party act1v1ty.

“ijotion car¢1ed.
Conference adjourned ot 1 AFM.

Sunday, August 5, 194

conference convened at 11; 05 Al

Roll Call, : .

Point made that conference had failed to vote on reports of Saturday!s
session.

Proposal that conference first discuss question of whether or not
the conference is rcady to vote on the reports.

Discussion. :

tiotiony That the conference vote on the Shach tman report.

Question as to whether conference will be voting on the two written
documents or on Shachtman's oral report. Chairman ruled that vote would be
on rcport as a vhole. . ,

Question called on mition that Conference take such a record vote on
" the shachtman report. lotion defcated by a votd.of 16~17.

A recount on the vote was requested and gQanted and the motion was .
carried by a vote of 20-15. Ce

tiotion: That the Conference go on record as in favot of the
Shachtinn report on the tasks of the Party. ilotion carried: 19 for, 9 against
10 abstaining, O not voting. Fratemnal Delegatbs (not 1ncluding NC menmbers)
4 for, 1 against, 3 abstaining, O not voting.

itotio )

tlotion: That the corn :rence vote on‘the Gates report. Defeated.

-

Yotion; That the conference vote on the Finahcial Report of Rell.Dpefeated.
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REPORT OF TES® PRESS AS A PARTY BUILDER - Gates. 45 minutes.

Discussion. Hotions that discussion e limited to 5 instead of 7 minutes.
Carrioc. ’

Speakers list talen and note made of fuct that 1ist is corvused mainly
of Ne¥V. and T,.A. dclegates. :

Hfotion: To eliminate some speckors From the L.A, and N.Y. branches,
an’ to add tcen minutes to the discussion period, ifetini carried.
T 7 x=c conference then proceeded to a discussion of the Press report, and
thoe fo]lowing delegates tods the floors Bell, N.Y.; Jack, L.A.i Parker, N.Y.;
Lauren, N.Y.; Bart, L.A.; Norman, N.Y.; Stan, Detroit; Brown, N.Y.; Hall, Detroil
Red, Son Francisco; Eleanor, N.Y.; Lucy, L.A.; Lund, N.Y.§ Jerry, Phila.}
Poxon, Cleveland; Tomple, L.A.; Forguson, Akron; Harvey, Detroit; Susan Green, N

" Annoudcement by Coolidge that word hes béen receive d that some Buropcan
fricnds arc in need of c¢lothing end that he would like to diccuss the mattor
further with the Branch organizars or other responsible Branch membors.

The ecnference rocessod at 2]?.3.. for 1uncheon.
The confercncoe rcconvened at 3;40
Roll~call was taken. o

" Motion: To scparate the vote on Labor Action and. the New International.
carried. '

Motion: That the conforencé rocord ite opinlon on tho roport of Gates
on tho press. 22 for, 7 against. lotion carriod.
’ \
ijotion: To accopt the roport of Gatos on Labor Action. ijotion carried.
22 for, 5 agalnst, 9 a'bstaining, 3 not voting. ' :

uotion: To accept the Gates report on the New International.

dotiong To cndorsc the remarks of Tez@ic re "popularizing® tho magazinc.
ilotion earried. 29 for, O agninst, 8 abstaining, 2 not voting.

Announcenment by Craine that N.Y. opass out scmplo coples of their election
materizl to the Branches. Request by her that the delegates go back to thoir
Branches with the proposal that they order same.

REPORT BY G/TE§ N PRESS CIRCULATION.
Question and discusgsion.

TRADE UNION REPORT BY COOLIDGE. 1 hour.
Proposal by tho Presichng Cormitteo thot 6 spe;zl’ers from the six most

important centers be given 12 minutes each to make reports, that 18 othor
sp..,akcrs be glven 5 nimitos each in discussion. - \
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Motion by Russol; T'nt we have a rewort from tho fraction in Pcdro
and tho Btffalo steel Loce , aloing with the other rerorts and that each
reporter be given 10 minutes. intion carricd.

Reports by: O!Connor, Riisco, Railroad; Jerry, Phila, ¢niny Waite-
modro, Local 9; Ferguson-—Alzron, Rubber; Burs-N.¥: U.E., Hoil-ohoels, TUAT;
Jres, Buffalo, Steal.. ’ .

_ Tiscussion of the Coolidge report, with the f,.:":e:'ing deliegutas toking
tha ficory O!'Connor, Frisco; Ryan, Frisco; Bart, X .'.; Craine, N.Y.;
gaachhman, W.Y: Stan, Detroit; Peters, ¥ Y.; Rﬂng . 1.Eey BobDy, NeYes
Icving, Phila; John, Detroit; Norman, N.Y¥.; Newnmai, (:icago; Russel, Liei.;
.4orty, 2uffalo; Leah, N.Y., ' '

Coni‘ercnco ad journcd for dmner at 9;00.

Gonfcrgnce reconvened at 10; 10 ’

Surmary by Goolidge on the Trade union rcport. N

Roll call taken at this point since 1t had not been ta.lfen vhen the
Couference wo.s roconvenad.

tiotion: That the conference reccord its oplnion on tho Trade Union
Resolution, Iotion carricd -16 for 10 2gainst.

tiotion; That ‘the conference accept the rcport. Cafricdg 31 for, 2 agains
_ 11 abstaining, 2 not voting. _ ‘

Shachtnm given floor for special rcport on sports worl,

-REPORT ON EDUCATION AD PROPAGLNDA by Lund.

: Discussion & mnutbs per speclfer with the following delegates taling
the floor: Allen, N.Y.} iorty, Buffalo; Barvey, Detroit; Jensen, NeY.;
Rickie, L.A.; Johnson, N.Y.; Florence, N.¥.; Louiso, Betroit; Picquet, Chicago
Sterling, Frisco; Willio N.Y.; Eleanor, N.Y.; (,r'une .Y, ,

Swnmary of rcport by Lund.
Motion: That the confx,rmco cxpross its opinion on the Lund report. '

Carried.

Yotion: fThat the conference accept the cducational report . |
Carricd-27 for, 3 against, 2 abstaining, O not voting.

Lotion; Thot this body rccormend to the N.C. that they immediately
_issuo the pamphlets outlined and proceed to assign the poople to write same,
liotion was ruled out of order.

. Conference adjourncd at 1;30 Aede after closing remarl:s by Shachtman,
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