RESOLUTION ON THE FRENCH CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM

. *® : . ! oo
The convention of the Workers Party fully endorses the

. decislon taken by the PCI of France 1ln asking the working class

to vote "Yes" on the constltutional referendum in May, It
hails this decision on the part of our French comrades as fur-

- ther evidence of thelr break with the sterile and doctrinaire

sectarianism that dominates the politisof the IS and which hag

‘blighted so much of the herolc and self-sacrificing Work of

our European parties during and after the war,

‘The position of the revolutionary Marxists in the strug-
gle around the constitutlon cannot be considered from the

‘point of view of some abstract principle. Our position must

base itself upon the essence of the Question, 1.e., the actual
struggle of the classes for power, and the relationship of

 forces at a glven stage of this struggle.

: The French bourgeoisie understood the political effeot of
a constitution that placed all power in the hands of a singls
chamber and dld away with those tradlitlonal bourgeols safe-~
guards against popular pressure such an independent judiciary
and an independent executive branchjncontrol of the armed
forces and police. The bourgeolsle, theréfore, chose to make
the constitutional q uestlion a battleground in defense of its
historlc strongholdss The MRP, consequently, broke the three
party coalition to rally the bourgeols front on thls lssue.
This act determlned the crucial class character of the refer-
endum struggle: by maklng it an 1ssue of the MRP bourgeois front
va, the working class front led by CF-SP-CGT. This class line-
up, not the bourgeols character of the constitution, had to be
the point of departure for the revolutiooary darxists.

To call for a boycott of the referendum would have been
the helight of folly, unjustified and unjuatifiable by a single
valid argument. Under the given conditlions of the referendum,
the tactic of boycott would mean the replacement of Marxlst
politics with anarchist anti-parliamentarism,

To call for a "no" vote with the given relationship of
forces wevld have been worse than mere Isoletion, 1t would

. have, in effs>%, landed the Marxist party squarely in the

middle of the bourgeols front. Under the glven conditions all

declarations and proclamations as to our basls for opposition

to the constitutlion could not have availed to dlstingulsh us

In the eyes of the masses from the camp of reaction, 1In
olltics it 1s the political llne, not propaganda, that counts.

E "no" position would mean, in political language, the same

political line as the camp of reaction,
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A "no" vote could only be justified if the relatlonship
of forces would have placed the MRP power in balance between
us (1.e. the Marxist party at the head of the masses) and
the CP-SP camp as the props of the bourgeols order. In this
event, however, we would be on the eve of the struggle for
power and our particikation In the referendum would have been
only a "parliamentary" manuever related to (or as a spring-
board for) the extra-parliasmentary struggle for immedlate
gstate power. In thls sltuation our politlcal line would be
"pgainst tke bourgeols constitution = For the Soviet Power",
If in such a relatlonship an extreme right wing bourgeols '
camp. also voted "no" 1t would be of no consequence since our
struggle for power would crush it the very next day along

‘with the Stalinlst reformist center.' '

' Had the MRP supported the "one chamber" constitutlion and
remalned part of the S-party coallition In the referendum strug-

gle, an entirely different relationship of forces would have

prevalled. Under these conditlions a "yes" vote would have no
meaning, other than to sanction the 3-party coalition swindle

‘that has for so long frustrated the desires of the French’
"masses., Whether it wSuld, under such circumstances be most
“advantageous to vote no" or to cast a blank ballot would de~

pend upon many factors that cannot be posed In relatlon to

- such a hypothetical situation,

However, In the real situatlion, as it prevalled in May,
the "yes" vote was iIndicated by the entire mechanics of the
struggle since the llberation. Tpese mechanics require as the
next stage in the leftward movement of the French situation
the adoption of the SP-CP Constitution,

.
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These strata attracted to the banner of Stalinism have their own
eims waich are neither the victory nor an advancement of Socialism and
the proletariat but the establishment of the totalitarian tyranny
known as Buresucratic Collectivism. To hope for, to strive for, even
1o fight for such an aim is one thing. To be able to achieve it,
however, is something vastly different. Like the petty-bourgeoisie
ihich may dream of some day reestablishing a middle class paradise, the
vtalinists of each separate nation are utterly incapable of themselvds
realizing their own aims. In fact it is just that impotence which
compels them to act PRIMARILY as ~ . the instruments of the Russian
§ ruling class. .

These groupings which form the backbone of otalinism outside of
Russia...more accuratelv the backbone of its leading section...do not
represent any new claet# in society and cannot with thelr own social
power reorganize @r evep dominate society. In Uermany, a similar
element formed the masd base for fascism and fought fanatically to
est ablish "naticnal "socialism". It came to power only to solidify
more firmly the yule of monopoly capitalism by crushing the organized
£ labor movement and was crushed itself in turn.

3 In Russia, it was the proletgriat that destroyed the rule of the
B bourgeoisie. 6nly,after a protracted period of isoclation during which
the proletariat itself -was weakened, was Stalinism able to take power
and in time to transferm itself into a new ruling class. The destrué-

tion of the rule of the bourgeoisie by the proletarist in any naticen
in Europe today wou.d be the prelude to the destruction of stalinism
not only in Europe but in Husgsis as well.

" . Today, howevef, when the whole wcrld is dcminated by the
antagonism between Kugsia &nd the United otates, which contest for
comPlete supremacy, and which represent, esch in its own manner, mighty
military snd economic machines for reaction, and which have only
recently emerged victoriously from World War II withcut facing int-rnal
reyoluticnsry convulsions; all nations and peoples are to one degree
or another in the shadow of these powers. At the same time, in no
country has the proletariat fought to establish its own rule...tne
dictatorship of the proletariat, for the workingclass in any single
country tc strugele for power, it must reject all modificaticn or
limitation of its struggle in tke interezts of the capitalist class

cf its own nation, of the Anglo-American bloc, cr of the Russian-ostalin
regime. It means in effect to strike out simul tanecusly sgainst both
blocs of imperialists. &uch a revclution would face the immediate
possibility cf internaticnal attack by the fordes of either or ooth
Russisn an¢ American imperialiep.

- T hese facts cannot but act temporarily as a tremendcus objective
B and subjective deterrent to proletarian revolution and as an obstacle
. in the path of the re stcraticn of the complete class independence cf
B thc proletzrist which independence signifies nct ¢nly a ccmplete and
¥ Tradical break with the naticnezl bourgeicsie anc Stalinism as well.

Examples of the impact of werld imperialist antagonisms upon the
class struggle in any single nation are, c¢f course, numerous. 1?44;
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in dpain, during the war against France, the opanish prolet:riat

fcund iteelf under attack from the forces ¢f Italian and German
fascism and st the same time blockaded by the Allied imperialists.
Russian otalinism was thereby enabled to gain tremendcus influence
- by supplying limited amcunts of arms and ammunition t¢o the peoples
¥ Front government. The CP of opain was able to grow into a mass force

cvernight and finally to subject large section®s of the Spanish workers
to otalinist domination. - :

During World War II, the national revoluticnary movements in their
# ctruggle against fascist oppressicn turned for assistan®e to the
& enemies of tteir main enemy, Germany. As a result all classés in the
& oppressed nations, including the proletariat, subordineted themselves
& politically to the aims and needs of Allied imperialisy.

Todzy, with the world divided into spheres of influence and areas
of dominastion by hussiai and the United ~>tates, all nations, parties,
and classes tend to line themselves up with one or the cther of these
two main imperialist ccntenders, hoping with the support of one to
balance off the other. This is manifest in conflicts over food
supplies, boundszries, the composition of naticnal gcvernments. In the
¥ workingclass, this trend is expressed in the revival of the social-

3 democracy as the agent of Anglo- American imperialism snd Stslinism as
¢ the agent of Russian imperialism. ’ C

E. In this delicate balance betveen the imperialisms on a world : .
plane, it has been possible for Stalinism, especially in the absence of
any mass revolutionary socialist proletarian parties tc rise in influenc
‘in several countries and even to ccme tc power. Those new otalinist
regimes bear theunmistskeable mark of Bonapartism. But where the
capitalist world Bonapartist regimes h@ve balanced themselves upon
the conflict between the classes in the naticn and have defiended the
existence of capitalist prigate property, the Stalinist regimes base
themselves primarily upcn the balance between the main rival imperial-
‘1sts and defend btalinist colleciive property as & instrument of
explcitation and cppressicn. ' - b ‘

In poland and Yugoslaviag, for example, Stalinist bureaucracies
have t-ken power and in clear refutation of the analysis that they
represent a "capitalist force" have not only disenfranchised and
englaved the proletariat and peasantry but have systematically
expropriated the bourgeoisie and the landowners and converted trneir
property into state property, thus giting the finsl blow to the thneory
that Russia is a "workers siate" because property is nationalized.

This victory of otalinism results not frcm the inherent viability and
pover "of "native" Steliniem but frum the balance ;pf porer between the
United states and Fussia on g wcrld scale. Neiter the United ostates
Bor Russia is preparec to prcsa its wéll upon the other by fcrcde; the
- becurgeoisie of Eurcpe has been en:rhicusly weakened by the war and its
aftermath; the peoples f Europe are ynder the physical or ideological
control »f imperialism in the fcrm f otalinism,occial Demccracy cr the
i bourgeoie~demccracy of the Ynited btates snd England. In this
combinaticn of circumstances, certain seccndary strata of the notional
populaticn such as khe leaders and guicders of btalinism who are ncrmall;
incapable of plaping any decisive independent rcle in society are able
to exert that necessary degrece of power and influence to tip the scealee
the interests of the Russian ruling class and thereby to come to power

in their cwn naticn. ~ Ben Hall
BJ Wilsen 740
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IDEGLARATION ON THE RESOLUTION ON THE UNITED STATES
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The pre-convention discussion of the Resolution on the sithation, persped ives
and the tasks of the revolutionists in the United States has disclosed the fact
that the decisive majority of the membership of the party supports the analysis
and the line presented in the Resolution, and rejects the anaglysis and the line
presented by the iiinority. At the same time, criticisms directed at the Resolution

" not only by the ilinority but also ly supporters of the Resolution, have revealed
“that it suffers from a number of defects and inadequacies. A number of amendments
have been introduced by supporters of the Resolution with the aim of strengthening
it. EHowever, the Resolution requires not only the incorporation of some of these
amendments in properly revised form, but the addition of still other sections,
Inasmuch as it' is impossible to reconstruct the Resolution effectively and
harmoniously in the course of the convention itself, the delegates authorize the
.incoming National Committce to undertake and carry out this task by retaining Kke
-basic analysis and line of the Resolution, which the Convention hereby adopts, and
by adding to it, in approximately elaboratod form, the sections outlined below.
Thereupon, the National Cormittee is authorized to issue the revised Resolution in
.the name of thc Convention, .. . v

The supplementary sections shall ,be added in accordance with the :"allcwrin(D
outlines: , , . .

. 1. The presont stage of the profound soc ial crisis of‘capit.alist scciety,
first outlined in the Fourth Intcrnmational in the principal document of its
founding conforenco, "The Death Agony of Capitilism,” which romains the funda mental
position of our party, is sct forth in the convention Resolution on the Internationd
~Situation. thile American capitalism remains inseparably connected with the
decpening disintegration of world capitalism and is incroasingly affected by tk
insoluble social crisis, it nevertheless occupics a special and unique position

as thc most powerful and rosourceful capitalist nation and as the greatest vicfor in
"the Second 7orld ‘jar. It cannot forever escape the more devastating effects of the
-gocial crisis which arc so clearly manifest, in onoc degree or another, in the other
parts of the capitelist world. Duo to 1ts spoecial position, however, it is able

o lift itself above the declinin. level of the rest of capitalist society for a
period of time. All the indications are that for the next period, which is the °
period that the Resolution on the United States rmst deal with primarily, Amorican
capitalism will oxzperienco an cconomic boom.  While establishing the fundamental
ungoundness of this boor: and, above all, tho fadt that it is the forerunner of another
and inevitable, cconomic crisis, it is necessary to underline most cmphatically .
that the noxt period will nevertheless bo the period of boom in this country. It is
precisely from this analysis that the party derives its perspectives of a period of
bold and agzressive struggles by the imerican working class, the first storm waves
having already broken. It is in the period of boora that there is no place in the
working class fof moods of depression and passivity. It is in such a period that the
prolctariat, nossod once morc by production, feels its economic indispensablity and
therefore its economic power. It is in such a period that the proletariat is
prepared not only to make bold and caiprchensive econombe and political deomands but
to enforce then by means of its organized social powor. The whole international

. situation, plus all tho recent experiences of the presentt generation, plus a
growing understanding of contradictions of American capitalism itself, combino

to deprove all classcs of real confidence inthe durability of the boom. The
determination of thoa working class to re ch the maxirmm socurity possible duming thc
tenporary prosperity will conflict increasingly and moro violently with the anarchy
¢ of capitalist production and tho dctermination of the ruling class to achieve ghe
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bighost rato ané@ the graatast nass of profit and a stronger grip upon the
political machinory during the next period. Hence, the period of boon opens up
the perspective of sharp and widespre:d class struggles, which, in turn, will
contribute to the intensification of thesocial crisis in this country.

2., There is no reason at all for believing that the coming boom is in any
sense in thc same class aos the economic expansion which accompanied the organic
ascension of capitalism. ‘It takes place in the framework of the organic decline of
capitalist society, in the epoch of proletarian revolution. }igreover, the boom
cannot even be indentified With the prosperity period that followed the First Torld
Var in the United States. That was a period of conservatism and passivity of the
American proletariat. That period cannot and will not bo repsated in the period ahed
In between the two, there have teen the tremendous experiences of capitalist help- |
lessness during the many ycars of the crisis ond the dcpression and the contrasting
-"miracle of production" perf rmed during the war. The period ahend will be one of
crystallizing social consciousness in the proletariat accompanied and based upon a
growing loss of confidence in capltalist stability and in capitalismts ability to
provide sccurity. Although still heavily laden with the blinding idcology of the
bourgeoisie and of . trade union roformism, the advanced scctions of the American
- working class, now that the rcstrictions and shacRles of the war period arc
" largely rcmoved, havo alroddy stcepped beyond' the traditional confinoments of the
purc-and-simplc wazes struggle and put forvard dcmands, rovolutionary in their
" implications, for partial control of socicty. The mine workers have rosponded
. 801idly to thc demond that their own class organization shall have cxclusive control
.of a health and sccurity funds The General tiotors workers have respondod solidly
to tho domand that thelr owm class organization shll have at loast partial congrol
‘not only of wages but also of prices and profits - and this rcsponsc was unshakon
by the most tremendous single campaign in dofenseo of capitalist property and _
capitalist control ovor organized by tho ruling class. The insurmontable disorgan—
"4zgtion of capitalism is aassurancc thot these and similar and cven bolder demands
will be made in the coming period by wider sections of tlhe American working class.
They oxpress the detormination of the masses to intervene as a class to obtain that
social security which capitalism is unablc to guarantee. They underline the hily
favorable perspective of class struggle and advencing class consciousness in the
. United Statese Thoy present highly favorable conditions for the gtowth of the
revolutionary party. It is only necessary for the party, provided it is
inseparably connected with the vorking class in its mass organizations, to be
- gonsitivc to the initiative of the masses themsolves. The Party must not hesitate -
for a nonent to nmake its own every domand raised by the masses, no matter how
slightly progressive, and as outstadding champion of theso demands to show the
- workers that under present capitalist conditions the most effective and complete
"realization of even the most modest demands requiros a consistent social and
political program, requires independent class political action, requircs setting up
and fighting for the goal of a Vorkers's Government. Tho program and agitation
t- . devecloped by the party in connection with the demands of the General ifotors workers

is an excellent cxample of the way in whch the revolutionists can connect the
dcemands initiated by the workoers themselves, with all their democroatic and reformist

- 1llusions, with the struggle for workers! powers In every one of the coming

- struggles, in connection with egery set of demonds nade by the workors thenselves,

§  tho party, through its press and through its members, rmust at all times dig below

[ ©  the suporficial, "traditional aspects of tho strugglos and demands and draw attentic

' to the revolutional political and social implications or potentialities of the
struggles tho workers themselves have launched and the demands they themselves have
-put forwarde As the struggle for the "G Prograr® has showvn, it is not necessary

~ to invent programs for the working classsy it is only necessary to clarify to the

_ workers the revoluti nary socialist implications of the progran vhich the workers
themselves are driven to elaborato by the contradictions of capitalism. It is
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false and sclfesterilizing to try to impose upon the working class the progrrmnatic
forrmlations which the revolutionary party hos arrifed at in anticipati on of the
needs and denmands of the workers, or to deal with tho hesitations, errors and illusios
of the workers by doctrinaire lecturcs; it is correct to seizc upon even the nost :
confused initiative of the workers vhen they are actually in strugzle with the
capitalist class end to give their demand the most revolutinary interpretations, the °
ono best czclculated to heighten their class consciousness and to speed them on the
rohd to workers power. It 1s primarily from the stondpoint of the vitally important
sociel significance of the struggles that have already taken place, and the stand-
point of the special tasks of the party in revoluti~nizing the consciouncss of the
riost advanced workor-militants in these strugzles, that the Resolution rmst deal

~ with the first post-war strike wave. )

MRS, (o

* 3. The struggle to raise the proletariat to the position of the ruling class
requires a corplete break with bourgeois political parties and bourgeois politics.
This means for the Amoricon proletariat in the present perid, the establishment

*of working class political party, corpletely indcpendent of the bour&,eois parties
and their reformist folowers and agents in the working class. It means, ‘also, the
democratiz.tion of the oxisting worlzers! organizations, the ’crnde'unlons, the imbuing

- of thosc orgenizations with an uncompronising class line, and the remoyal of the

- reformist leadership so that they noy become class instruments of the proletariat

“free fron the control or inflluence of the bourgeoisic and the conservative or

refornist labor leadership. Wever, in any country, hove. the tr-de unions been such

"o powerful force as they are tod'ty in the United sta'es. This power, and the

onfidence bhe worlzors have in it, is by mo neans exhausteds On the contrary, all
the indications point to a further growth of the tr~de union rovement. It continues
to be the principal bas of operations of the rewolutionary party. At the sanmc.time,

- the party recognizes the profoundly conservative and bourgeois(bourgeois-refornist)
character of the prosent tnnde union movement, Hence, inside this movement, it

must seek and utilize every opportunity to advance the idea ~ and where practiclly

“_possible, to set up ~ denocratic fenk-ond-file~ bodies of the worling class. It is
theoreticall possible that, under certain conditions, the trade unions may become
a revoluticnary instrurient in thos country, not as a substitute for the leadership
of the fevolutionary llarxist party, to be sure, but precisely under that leadership.

Phis possibility, however, can be realized only if the basis of the unions is

“ transformed into broad, democratic, representative, all~-inclusive and all~powerful

rank~-and-file bodies of workers striving to achieve workerste-ntrol of production
ond eventually workers! political power itself, Only such bodies can effecti vely
dbrenk the present stranglehold of the conservative labor officialdom. It is the
ain of the party to advance thesec ideas and to promote the organization of such
bodics as the indispensable prerequiaisite to the victory of the proletarian
revolution in the form of the power of the derocratic workerst! councils. Hence

- the need for systematic propagnnda and agitation by the party in favor of shop

_committees, increased pover for shop committecs, etcs., especially in connection
ith the demand for nationalization of industry ond workers! control of production.
he party does not make a fetish or a ritual of its progranm for the fomation and

the power of fattory committeces. It docs not conduct an agitation for forming new
organizations which can only appecar to the workers as artificidl, or superfluous, or

as duplicating thosc organizations which thae vorkers alrcady have at their disposal .

cr vhich they feel they can casily convert to suit their requirenients, for oxarple,
shop sto.ards, shop committees, otc. The ngitation and the practical work of
establishing factory committoes, as agrinst such rank-axidéfile bodies as alrecdy
exist in the unions, can acquire siguificance and value prinarily under conditions
when tho mere advanced workers, in lorge numbers, h-ve lost confidence in their
existing mass organizations or fecl that they are radically inadequate to defend

“their intorosts and cope with their prodlems, or have become a brake upon their
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struggles ond their progress. The party does not confine its strugglo:. for rank-

and-file bodies and rank-and-file control to tho existing trnde unions. In every
critical situntion, in every popular struggle sgainst the manifestations of
capitalist oxploitation, oppression and iniquity, the party counterposes to capitolist
control, to capitalist government control, to burcaucratic control, the idea of work'
ers! control, peoplots control, Tho best example of this is the agitation for pricc’
& control by democratic ropresentative bodios of worlers and houscwive3° forrent
control by siniler bodies of workers and tenants; otc. otc

RS M S B e

4, It is neccssary to restate the point of view tht the prrty holds of the
transitional program, first, .ecausa there is not onough clarity on this question
in tho party, and sccond, lLocauso a polcmical counterposition has been put forward
inside the party and in the Fourth Internationnly The transitional program differs
fundarmetally from the old socidl-democratic program of immediate demands, which
had only the most formalistic connection with the ultimato zoal of socialism but
- which was in reality nct connected ot all with the struggle for power, The
“revcluticnary character of the transitional program is based upon tho concept of the
objective overripencss of copitaligh for the socialist revolution and the lagging
political consciousncss and rovolutiocnary immaturity of the proletariat. The
 transitional program aims at closing the gap betwecon tho two. It is necess-rily
. based upon both phenomena. That is, it aims to seizo the workers at their present
3 stage of political consciousncss, to perticipatc with them ~t their present level
of struzgle, and to move them as rapidlyr as possidble on the road to socialist power.
- It is a revoluticnary progrom both in that it connects cvery serlous demand and movem
of the working class with the question of workerst power (the workers! government)
~and .in that decaying, crisis-ridden copitalism itsclf creatcs the conditions in wvhich
ewery scrious demond and movoment of the working class raiscs tho question of state
power with increasing clarity and sharpncss. Preciscly because the transitional -
progran has both these aspects, it c~nnot be concrete rithout first estimn~ting the
-stagc of developmont and conscivusncss of the worling class in a given country at a
“given time and estimating the stoge of development of the capitalist crisis in a
“&iven country at o given time, “ithout this, the transitional program ceases to be
e transitional program and becomes a ritunlisftc ond sterile substitute for the
‘puroly propagandistic advocacy of the old "maxirmm program! of socialism or the
socialist dictatorship. Tho ideas of tho socialist revolution rmust be presented in
"~ torms of the actual stagc of- development of the class struggle and in a way that
- gives then accoss to the eonsciousness of tho messos. Otherwise, the mnsses cannot
be approached vhere they actually o ¢, they cannot be appealed to offectively, they
- cannot bec set in motion ns a class from thoe position they presently occupy to the
- position thcy shnuld cccupy as the ruling power - in a work, the program cannot
- serve the function of a transitiocnal progrope The progranm is dniversal only in that
it secks everywhere to facilitatc the movenent ‘of the nmasses to the strusgle for
-~ powere. 3But inasmuch as th: crisis of capitalism is neither as intonsive or -

- oxtensive in onc country as in others, and tho stge of development of the working
..class diffcrs from country to country, the concrcte forms of the transitional
progran, the concrcto slogans rmst nccessarily be adapted to the changing conditions
and class relations in overy country. #In the very noturc of a2 transitional
progran, of coumse," says the party thesis of 1938, #it cannot in advanco be given
final ond finished formm. wWith the changes in the mass rovement and in the state of
- mind of the worlzess, the transitional program rust correspoddingly change, to adv-nce
or on occasion to retreat, altering the omphasis and utilization of slogans ~nd
- ghifting tactics through which the prozraa is prosented.® This is the guinding linc
vhich the party followed thr-ughout its existonce, i.0., thr.ughout the wars Instec..
" of a struggle under tha slogon "Turn tho imperinlist war into a civil var,t the

party popularized the slogan "Abolish tha no-strike plodgze," o concroto 5
. N _ V 7co
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Ycfilatlon of the conecept thrt the class strugzle should be pursued by the
proletariat withcut regard to the interests of the ruling class in the imperinlist
war, o formulation nccesible to the level of conscicusness ¢f the workers, esnccially
the advanced workers, and capable of setting thom into class nction. Instend of a
struggle unde: the slogan "Down with class collaboration," the party popularized
the slogan nGet off the Tar Labor Board," a concrcte forrmlation of the concept that
the working class movenment should break $t$ collaboraticnist bonds with the
bourzeoisic and its government and act independently as a class, Instead of o
$  struggle under o slog,a.n to break the cxisting unions or to fornm Soviots or
£ factory committoes, the party popula rizod the iden of rank-and-file prgressive
cormittees in every union, a concrcto forrmlation of the concopt of militant,
© denocratic worlking—-class organizations and actions as against the burcaucratic
subjuzation of the union movement to the bourgeois war machine. Instead of a
strugzle under a mere slogan of Yorkers' power which can itself become an abstraction
if there is no instrument with vhich to achieve this power, the party popularized
the slogan of breaking with bourgcois politica and bourgeois political partues by
forning on indpenedent ckdss party of its owm by means of which it could establish
" a torkers'! Government; and whn the first halting, confusod and arbizuous steps
toward class political ~ction were taken in the form of the CI0-PAC, the party
further concretized its concept of the class political indpendence:of the proletariat
by popularizing the slogan, "lonvert the PAC into a Labor Party." These are not
revolutioncry slogans in every country and at any time. They are objectively’
revolutionar slogans in the United States at o specific time, just as at a differenct
" ptage of development such &lognns can becomn .more rcfornisnm, While these
- ilplicitly ruvolutionary demnnds struck a responsive chord in the consciousness of
wide secticns of the working class whose militant aspiratic-ns were repressed and
~strangled by the bureaucratic labor licketnants, and while other sections of the
“labor nmovement took up these slogons in dpe form or degree or ancther, it was no
accident that oaly the revolutionnry vanguard found it possible to conduct a militart
_and consistent struggle for then in the labor movement and to link thom inseparably
~with the slogan of a Jorker st Governnent as the capstone of the program and as
the only sure and dur~ble means of achicving most effcctively the aspirations of
the masses themselvese The concrectization of the Transitionnl Program in the
‘post-war period must follow the same guiding linc, Thisg cannot be done without
rejeeting the concopt that the consciounsess of the masses in the United States has
alrcady rc~ched a high socialist level or that it is oven approzmately equivalent
to tho consciousncss of thc Europecan workerse. ithout rcjecting the concept that
the crissis of werld capitnlism ragos vith equal intesity in all copitclist countrics
© or that the Unitecd § “tates is todoy in o pre-rovoluticbary crisis, i.e. a crisis
dircctly preceding the recwoIntionary ciisss in thtch the immedinte struggle for stato
power is nosed before the mnsses ns a conercte possibility. Without rocjecting
.the concept of the inherent revolutinanry chorocter of cortain slognns and the
inherent rofornist char~cter of all others. Those slogans are revolutionary which arc
capable of setting wiride sections of the advanced workers into ~ction as a class
against tho bourgeoisic and its state, alonz the road to the seizure of power. ,
€  Those slogans arc roformist which help ¥econcile the workergs with the bourgeoisie
- and its state, vhich prmote class collaboration instcad of class struggle, which
deepen the petty-bourgeoils illusions of the wokkers instead of helping to free thenm
of these illusions in the course of their own oxperience in fighting for even the
- most nodest and progressive class demands. Hence, it is not necessary at every st
- of tho struggle to put forward "more radical" demmnds thon those initated by tho
= nosscs thenselrees. It is necessary at cvory stage to urge the masses to fight foi
£ - their demnds by the methods of i»= indepondent class struggle, by the riost militat
- and aggressive neans, to fight for then with tho utmost consistency, and to
emphasize at every staze that the effeotiv» ranclization of the aspirations of the
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nasses requires a strugglo vhich connot but lond to a Torkors! Governmont and social~ -
ism. Therein lies tho specinl functien of the revolutionary vanguard in tho
orking class and the esscntially rovolutionary chnracter of the Tra ,nsition'xl

Probr'qo

5. "o roject the thoory that the stnlhist party is a reformist pwrty in the
tr~diti onal scnse of the word,. namoly, a party dev dted to the maintcnence of
capitalist democracy or aiming at its "grodual refom® into a ggocinlist sociotye
- This applics not only to the Stalinist party in Kussia dut, with the necessary
changes, to the Stalinist partics in the caplitalist countrics. The Stalinist
partics arce totalitarian partics, anti-democratic, anit-working class, anti-
socialist. This has clroady boen set forth in the Rosolution on the Intornational
Situation. Wovertheless, meither arc the Stalinisty partics totalitarian partics
- 1n the trad:.tional SOD.S&;. that is, in tho nuruly fascist s0nsc.

&
- FR

&

' The demoraligzed petty-bourgeois  , dcchssed nd mrl:in& class oloncnts vho
Join tho fascist party do so-~n the basis of oppositicn to jlarxism, to tho org-nized
".labor movonent, to rovolutionary socialism. The samo clements, but -above all
- tthe working class elonents, usually Join the Stalinist p-rty because, goncrally
speﬂkinb, ‘they sce in it the ombodiment and carrior of the Russian Belshevik
“ Rovolution, the party of ilarxism, the party of struggle against capitalism, tho
party of struggle for sdcialisme This is a monstrous illusion in no way warranted by
the roality of Stalinisnm, but it is an illusion thet is of vital irportonce to the
revolutionary ilarzists who have the problen of combntting Stalinisn and of winning
to their side tho workers duped by ite How vitqlly important this is is
denonstrated by the o'b,joctivu results of the varicus political turns n«do by the
St'\.llnlst )ﬁrty.

..  The St'xli'xist turns, to the "right" ~8 well as their turns ®wto the left“, cannot
Yo Judged by convention standards. Thoy arc not determined, in the first place, by
class .relaticns in the given capitelist countries or by the pressuroc of the nnssese
- They arc deternined primarily -nd essenti-~lly by tho changing political nceds of the
~ Russian rulins classe. The cloarest cxample of this was the so-cdlled *lcft turn

of tho Stnlinist partics in tho capitalist countrics following the signing of the
Stalin~Hitler pact. This nleft turn® did not correspond to a lcftwnrd turn of the
nasscs in the domocratic capitalist countrics or to the leftward prossurc of the
nasscg, but sclcly and sir.mly to the ro-ctionary interests of tho Xromlin,

Howover, although these aro the intercsts which dotormine the turns of the stalinlst
partics and their politics in goneral, the objective conscquences of these twrs
especially in the working class movemeat, have on independent significance of their
own. Thus, a "right7-rd turn" of the Stalimsts facilitatos the struggle ageinst
Stalinisma conducted by the rcvolution~ry [arxists in the ranlss of the working class;
& "leftward turn", such as the Stalinists in this country have rccently n~de in

. accordance with the Krenlint s foreign political needs, usidlly rendors nore difficult
or at least complicstes, the tasks of the rovolutionists in lebor movenent, onong
which is thc task of distlnbuisnm,_, dursclves frem Stalinisnm and combatting its
influence and its domagosy/ This is duo simply to the fact that o "more radical"
lino of the Stalinist nakes it e*xsmr for then to win, or win back, workers to

" their banner.

It is inportant to note that the limits within wllich these "leftward turns®
"of the Stalinists are offective in in fluencing advanced working class elcnonts,
arc being coastantly narrowod down by virtue of the groving realization among all
scctiens of the populntion that the "radicelism", as well as the "opportunismWof
the S alinists has nothing to do with the interosts of the working class dut is
dictated solcly by tho interosts of the I(romlin. In spite of this, the foct
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Ronains that the stalinists h-ve not yet exhousted thoir possibilitios of n-nouverirg
in the labor noverent ond of docoivin: workimg cless militonts. The party takes tho
general postion of uncorpronmising opposition to the totalitarinn Stolinist pary

in the Unitoed States. This necns that, as n gencral rule, tho party calls upon all
workers to fizht in cvery union contost ngninst thh Stelinist faction and its abterpts
to capturc tho labor novemant or ~ny section of it. S-~ve in excoptionnl cases,

as for ezonple, vherc tho o,position to Stalinisn is composed of reactionary, Foscist
anti=Sonitic, or racketoering olements, the prrty follows the policy of joining with
all genuine working-class olements, prinarily with the progrossives and nilitants,
azoinst Stalinist londership or Stalinist bids for leadership..

= In the politic-1 field, ngain save in excoptional circunstancos, tho party

. follows the policy of opposing candidatoes running for office on the Stalinist ticket.
In both the trnde union nand political fioclds, we b~se our opposition to support of

¥ tho Stalinists on tho gsround of our opposition to a totalitarian, anti-domocratic
and anti—workia./ cla.es aﬁ,endy of a re ction«ry, dcspotic foreign povere

For tho sniie reﬂson. a8 \7011 as for tho nractic 1 renson of its atter
inprocticability, the party doos not ncle pro*aoso.ls to tho Stalinist p-rty loadership
for united front activitics, oven though it favors prrticipatiog in geruine united
fronts of the working class nnd its orgonizations in vhich the Stalinist party may
“be o poart.. However, this attitude topard tho Stalinist party cannot sirply be
idumlicated in tho contnct and rclaticns into which we ontor, and rmst seck to cnter,
‘with rank ond file Stalinists worlers. It is not only pormissible but in nony ceses
inecessary, not only to approach these workers with the nost. friendly and syrpathicti
inttitude, but also to proposc joint actions with then on a shop or local union sdale .
“on coneroto issues of thedsy. Such Joint actions can be proposed especially under -
thosc conditions, and in such a woy, as is calculated to deepen the latent conflict
"botween the workin, class and socialist aspirations of the Stelinkt workers -~nd the
anti-worliing class , ‘anti-socinlist aims and policies of their party, and to
accelérate thelr break with Stalinism in the direction of revolutionnry socialisn.
tn the case of Joint actirns with rank and file Stalinist workers or with groups
of Spalinist workers or Stalinist sympathizers, the principles, methods and tectics
., of the united front retain 2ll their validity -~nd remain in full force. OQur
B strugzle against Stalinism in the labor novenent, of which joint actions with rank

g\ and file Stalinist workers vherever possible is one part, can be effectively carried
on Py counterposing to the Stalimist defense of Russien imperialisnm our demands
Sor denocrntic rights and nation-~l freedonm, by counterposing to Stalinkst bureau=-
r~tisn in the unions dem~nd for workers! democracy, by counterposing to the Stalinist
policy of maneuvering, intrigue ~nd collabvoration with bourgeois politicians and
bourgeois politics cur progr-n of independent, democratically-organized and
feontrolled worlrinb-clo.ss political action, etc.

) 6. The party's pos,.tion on the Ncg,-ro guestion will be established in the
. convention resolution specifically devoted to it, The resolution on the U.S. rust,
‘however, take special note of o new develcpment in connection with the Negro question
which caanot but hnve fer-rencl*inc political and social consequences. This new
‘developrent is inscoparably connected with the org-nizing drive lawnched in the

south by tho CIO and AFL, prinarily by the former.

'rhis diivo cannot b., considered as ~ rcutinc recruitment drive or as an
accidental, temporary ~nd inconsequential phenomenon. There are deep end powerful
driving forces bohind 1it, and corresponddingly it will have doep and poweful effects
upon American politics ~nd .nmorican social develcpnent, as well as upon tho )
devalopnent of the struggle of the Negro people in the U.S. for full social oquality.
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The labor movement, its officialdon included, a+ve had their attention forcefully
called, in rccent times, to the insepnrable connection between economics and

‘politics, between tr-~de union strusgle:for wages md the politic 1 strursle for

influencing and controlling the covornnmont. Tho so-called shield of the labor
novenent, the New Deal section of tho Democrotic Party, has been repectedly
picrced and shattered by the reacticnary Bourbon section of the Democratic Party in
tho South, which cxorciscs an increasing influonco not only in the party but in the
national legislatiw bodics. This Bourbon wing joining or joined by the Northern
Ropublican rcactionaries systematically cancels out or threatens to c~ncel out in

Congress all the zains that labor makos or tries to mako in the ccononic fields

Hence, tho organizing drive of the c10 (o.nd, to m oxtent, of the AFL) in the

It is of sympotmatic significance that this has not been and is not conceived -
of ns a simple recruiting drive, Tho CIO orgrnizers are either at the same tine

" orgrnizors for tho PAC or sct ns trail-blazers for PAC o'rg«nizers. Although for the

tine boing, in its political aspcets, the CIH-PAC drive ig the south may be
econsidercd ns a last desparate effort to k.op the Democratic Party "on the side of
laborf?" and thus n~void the organization of an independent political party by the
workers, the fundauental hopélossness of this feactionary oin signifies that this
new and massive political interwention by labor in the South can only widen and

~ nationalize the future basis of an independent labor partye The significnace of °
. the drive is, howewr, greater even thon thise

"It is absolutely impossible to think of organizinz the South into the labor

‘novenient vithout orgnizing hundreds of th:iusands of Negro proletarians and seni-
- proletarians, The CIO in particular has demonstrated that the type of orgnnization

it carries on and the type of industries which it socks to orgnnize nnke it
inpossible to maintain the traditional Jinm Crow barriers in the union movement which
the AFL has so long naintained in the South.s The destruction of the Jinm Crow

“barrier indido the labor nmovenent, once it is established in the South < ond it can

be established only in the course of the niost savage and vinlenmt strugzles thero -~
is the beg;inninb of the explosion of Jinm Crow throuchcut Southern societye

By the samec token tho organizotion of the Negroes in the South into the CIO

E. connot but have tho rost revolutionary consequences for the dovelopment of the
"Nezro people and their strugzle. At the present tidme the Negro people in the U,S,

is honicgenous.: Unlike the popul-tion af a whole, they nre not divided into class
org~nizations, This is not a sizn of the politic'\l advancenent of the Negro people
but of their political and social baclkvardnoss. Tho unity of the Negro people as

a whole, o people vwhichis overvhelmingly plebinn in social composition, is
absctutely justlficd in the struggle a-ainst vhite imperinlist oppression. The
unity that exists today 1is, however. an e"pression of the backwardness of the Negro
peoplec.

The indispensnble prerccuisite to n fighting unity of the quro people on a

. progressive and cffoctive basis is the politicnl gnd "orgrnizational" differentiatior

of the Negro people into class orgnnizations, te ndencios and movernents. In the
courso of this differentintion the We:sro prolctarions, nllied with the white
proletarians, will be inj a position to tako the leadership of the whole Negro
people, o 'lendership withcut which the struggle df the Negroes for oquality is

. dooned to petty~bourgcois ineffectunlness, eapitulation, or outright sterility. Tho
unity of the Necro people, in other words. can and st be established first by the.

scpartion of the Negro people into class movenonts nnd then by its re~alliance undor
tho laeadorship of theprdlctariate ) . N 754_
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; Fron the standpoint of this -acrspoctivc and this ‘nocessity, the CIO drive
into tho South is of tho mnost vital and ovon of historic importanco for tho
developront of the class strugle in tho U.S, and for tho devolomomh of the
strue'rle of the ilegro poolo for oqun.lity. : .

3 For the spro fundasental ronsons tho varty, vhilc supporting the struz-lo, no
- matter how linitod, of the Negro poople today intio direction of social equality

: and nzainst vhitoe oppression, sccks nt all times to soparatc out of the Noazro
B ' pecple tho Hogro proletardons and to help organiza them into thoir owa class
i orgnnlztions or into organizations in which their class leadorship is fimly
f-  ostnblisheds On'y by proceoding with this fundanmental conception is it possidle
"~ for rovolutionists to join and articpate in the work of the present-day bouryeois
. or potty-bourrcois Hogro organizations. Any. other analysis or aporoach to the
[* Negro question in the U.S. lends to gpportunism, nnd helps dealy tho crystallization
5. of the Nogro proletarian leadorship which, allied :-ith the proletarian movement in
gonoral, is nlone capable of fructifying the derwcratic strugzle of the Ne;ro people
os 1 whole againstt vhite oppression and for full, uarestricted social cguclity,

vey
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REPORT ON EDUCATION

1. Background of Our Educational Problems:

There has been an increasing awareness in the last several years

:0f a declining level of Marxist knowledge in our party. This situation

has accumulated over the last three yeais or so. Its prime causes
have been these: (a) loss of such a large number of the second:ry
layer of leadership due to the draft, (b) lack of forces at the center
to organize nationally directed educational work, (c) occupation of our
cadres in trade union work carried on in addition to party activity as
such and a work-week of 48 to 80 hours, (d) steady influx of new
members without adequate provisions to attend to their education.

By last sumiser, when the war (ame to an end and made a number of
lezding comrades avajllable for full-time assignments, the situation
was correctly regarded as one of our foremost problems. As a result, I
was designated to become National “ducational Director as soon as I

. became available.

3. The Detrcit Active Workers Conference Report:

My first function as National Educational Lirector was to draw up
a comprehensive plan for party education to submit to the Active
Workers Conference at Detroit in August, 1945. The main emphasis in
this report was the need to gear the party to educate the woxker
militants recruited as a result of our turn to industry in the war yeare
It stressed: §) branch educationals and (b) suitable material for study.
It made the point that where the branch was immersed in the labor
movement, there was no dearth of material for Branch educational

¢ discussions. A skilled educationel director could use every new
B problem that arose in the shop or union as a lever with which to raise
¢ the general theoretical and politicel understanding of the members.

Such questions as basis of Negro rer,resentation on progressive slates,
attituce toward the PAC drive to register voters, the Red Cross blood
bank, union committees to lobby at the state house or in Washingten,
union rel~tions with the FEPC, attitude toward incentive pny plmns
where workers defend them -nd company seeks to 2abolish them, relatione
of union leaders to FBI activities against anti-semitee and anti-Negro
agitators, attitude toward priest speaking at union functions, attitude
toward labcr-management projects 1like trainee programs and industrial
accident prevention school, question of Naval, Military or WLB officiale
sjyenking at strike meetings, relations to company in breaking an =anti-

* Negro strike, anti-ctalinist blocs with Catholic trade unions and =nti-
~ Christian Front blocswith 8talinist trade unionists, etc, etc,. all

afford the basis for the most fundamen tal educational since these
"tactical" questions can t¢nly be resclved on the firm rock of Marxist
theory and revoluticnary strategy.

- In addition to the extended secticn con the nature of branch
education, the report lised a project referred tc as the "Blue Cover
Oytline sSeries. The purpose of the latter was to make available a

basic course of instruction for the members of the party beginning

B with the newest member and prcviding scmething for the euucation of

all other layers. It was designed to carry the party member through a

;;’course of study that covered all basic questions of the party program.
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3 "Unity Negotiations " and the Lay-Cffs kequire ohift in Emphasis:

Our Detroit conference gg d almost simultanecusly with the enc
of the war and the resultant’f ay-0if8, With the bulk ~f our members
dumped out of industry, the prospect of having any nurber of new trade
union recruits diminished to practically zero. At the same time the
"unity negotiaticns" with the SWP took on a more serious ccurse with
the actual meeting of the committees. Thi¢ required that the party
education provide for the increacsed interest in the differences between
the twec p-rties and the general need to prepare our own membership
ideologically fer co-existence with the Canncnites in a united party.
By the beginning of this year, with the prospects for unity considerabl;
dimmed, ccnventipn preparations stood on the agenda of the party T
and it wae in=dvisable to map any large scale educaticnal program other
than that which ncrmally acc'mpsnies a pre-convention disoussion period,

4. Materiels issued:

The Naticnal Eduational Department issued a considerable amount
af material since its organization. This includes:

fole of the Party (Blue Covcr dSegies #1)

Role of the Trade Unions ( Blue over ceries #2)

Reacing List for new members and-Contacts

Basic neference Guide tc Materials on Party Position
Bulletins (2) to Branch Educational Directors

Miay Lay opeakers Notes :

Rescluticns on the Russian Question (Documents series #1)
Resoluticns on the Labor Party Question (Bocuments Series #3)

In acddition to this materiél, therc is already prepared and
ready for publicaticn shertly after the convention the fcllcwing:

$tudy Outline cn Transiticnal Program (Re-issue)
The ABC of Mgrxism by hal Draper
Study Outline for "Capital" by F. Fcrest

Assignements have been made for cther materisl and some of it is
already in process of preparation.

5. Org=nization cf Education Department:

Though referred to as a "department", the working set-up for the
first six months consisted of myself with the invaluable assistance
of Comr=de Eleanor Mascn in research and technical work. The
February plenum designated a committee consisting of Comrades Johnscn
and Craine and myself. The committee met twice nnd held fruitful
discussions on the genersl question of cducaticn and also updn specific
assignments. However, the fact that its functioning began with the
beginning of pre-conventicn discussion prevented it from getting intc
the real problems of educational work.
6. Recommendaticns of General Perspectives

It ie not very useful to engage in discussicn: of what the paTty
in general needs in the way of education. The problem is one of the
various levels that cempose the party. Any ecucational planning that

‘leaves the latter cut of sight will produce little in the way of result,
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‘ The party cen be divided roughiy intc three genersl levels as /
- follows: ‘ j

a) the new members (less than a year in the party, ancé particulerly
the new members from industry.)

b) the "midcle layer" (in the perty fcr several years but joined
movement since WP Was organized in 1940.) |

c) The "cld timers" (members who entered the movement before 1940.)

3 The educaticnal needs of these different layers sre quite
* different. The needs of the new members will be guite well supplied
£ in the coming period with the following: sShachtman®s Fight for

$ Socialism", Blue Cover series #1 md #2, and Drspers "ABC of tarxism."

The "middle lay>2r"has pretty well assimilated the besic proposi-

~tions of darxism on thd class struggle, the state, the road to power,
- etc. T eir despar-te need, 2s again revesled by the pre-convention
' discussion is a knowledge cf sarxist politics. This generation
- never underwent t e valuable training the movement received during
ten years cf world politics from 1930 to 1940, covering Germany 1936-
& 33, the French events 1934--38, the Spanish events, etc. As a result

£ these cour-des have a tendency to seek the scluticn of political

¢ problems with the recitation of theoretical and prcgrarmatic formulae
£ without consideration for the strategical end tactical extension of
t-these formulae intc the resl situaticn cf class relations at a given
f st-ge of the struggle. It will be one of the aims of the Educaticnal
* Lepartment to stimulate the study of the great strategical and
' tactical lecssons of t e last three decades on such problems as
¥ revoluticnary situations, pre-revolutionary situations, slog-ns,

I constituent assemblies, democratic cemands, boviets, factory committees.
E united fronts, general strikes, transitional demands, turning-pcints
E and stsges in the struggle, parliamentary and extra-parliamentary
@ struggles, the naticnal question, the relations with the peasantry,
. putschism, etc. The real obstacle to thiseffcrt will be the lack of
f- available material. Mcst of this material is tc be found in the werks
= of Trctsky which are now cut of print. The Ecucaticnal Department
. can begin to remedy this with (a? stucdy outlines on scme of the
B questicns, (b) mimeographed rcprints of scmec key sectiins of Trotsky's
writings, mnd (c¢) reprints in the New Internaticnal.

. Of great value, also, for the eCucation cf the "middle layer"
& will be the Document Series giving the resclutions cf the WP, including
i the publication of all tie adopted resoluticne of this conventicn.
B In additicn, the two key political resclutins -- the International

§ ancd American, shculd be the basis of study cutlines on the party
k- position.

The education of the "c¢lcd timers" is a more difficult matter.
Moet of them are immerseC in party activity :nd find little time
% for scricus study. In addition, most c¢f them have reached a "cead

b end" in their develcpment and tend to drift elcn.. The p=rty pro-
vides n» media thrrugh which they can open up new fields of develop-
ment . They ere in infrequent contact with ccmr cdes whe are able t¢
advance their uncerstancing or stimulate them to undertake new studies.
‘Their further development cannct be the result of "general reading"
¥hat they have nct yet read in the classics of iarxism will usually
i prove repetiticus end boring. These ccmracdes need the following:
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(a) definite stucdy projects comp:ised of a specific questicn =2nd (b)
the neces:zary propulsion to embark on new fields of general study.
The study projects referred tc are these that take up a scmewhat
clcsely defined subject upcn which the advanced comrzde can put to
work his accumulated kncowledge, such :8: relaticnsghip of 1light and
heavy industry tc¢ the rise cf fascism (Guerin thecry), the nature
cf Bonapartism, soclal; eccncomic and political role of the New Deal,
changes in nature c¢f imperialism since 1914, specific hostcrical
guestions, et c. These are all in the realm of original thecretical
work and give the satisfaction of real accomplishment.

The new fields of study referred to are such subjects as Marxism
# and philcsophy ané advanced political economy. Most comrades reach
# a stage where they contemplate the study of these subjects with
& great anticipation but also with a lack of self-confidence born of
. the frightening difficulties they associste with studying these
& questions by themselves. ,

s SR R R e

The only role the “aticn»l Educational Department can play in
this problem is to give advice in the formaticn of informal study
. groups of advancet comrades and the provisions for this layer of

- members at the Party's projected National Training bchoole.,

} 7. National Training School

3 The national Committee has provided for the organization of a

" National Training School this year. The approximafe dates are for

- September, probably the latter half. This, however, requires

§ further study and final acceptance by the incomin. National Committee.

Ernest Erber,
- - Natiocnal Educational
Director
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PRACTICAL VORK AND ORGANIZATIONAL T.iSKS

1. THE PARTY CENTER

The National Organization of the Party has been attempting to function under
the most adverse circumstances and under the most severe handicaps. It is imp-
ossible for the National 0ffice to carry on even as well as in the past in the
present headquarters. This can be summed up in the phrase; "no place to work.t
Not only vhat present efficiency the staff has is in danger of impairment but with
the present headquarters there is no possibility of improving the efficiency of
the functionaries and the staff. Furthermore the present place as the national
center of the Party is physically repulsive . It is not hhe kind of place that
will impress a visitor or prospoct vith the Party.

This question is p,osed before the Convention for serious consideration. Not
that the Convention itself can solve the problem but the Party must be fully
aware of vhat it is. It is imperative that the party have a new National Center.

- This is so important and urgent that it cannot be stressed too mwh. It is right

now the real foundantion not only of the growth of the Party but of the proper and
correct organization and adm:.nistration of the Party.

The whole Party will have to be geared to the solution of this j:ro'blem. The

- whole Party will have to understand that the first headquarters to be provided

must be a National Hcadquarters. All available funds will have to go toward

¢ »'-_ this end. Additional funds must be raised. The publication of the 8 page

k- LA is in no small measure dependent on this. All other departments of the Party
£ will not and cannot function proper]ay util adequate and suttable working space
,15 provided. , _

It will be necessary to retrench in other places in order to meet this need.
It is a need of the whole Party. Rent end upkeep on a suitable headquarters will
be higher than we have ever met. After the Convention the leading committee will
teke steps to remedy this evile The whole Party must respond in a very practical
vays It may mean retrenchment bty the Branches temporarily but this will have to
be done. .

: 11. ORGANIZATION AND ADxHNISTRATION

 Despite the inadaquate facilities for the performance of duty in the Nationnl
headquarters, there has been real and noticable improvement in organization and
¢  administration. Far greater improvement can be made, With the amnpointment of an

'A Organizational Secretary, Comrade Shachtmon was relieved of many routine tasks and

given the opportunity for concentration on the political tasks of the Party.
Comrade Gould wos put on the staff and hns been giving his attention to the work of
. the Branches and to seeking ways and means to improve the collection of Party dues.
Comrade Barsch hos been in the Center glving attention to a thousand tecldical
details and to devising ways and means not only toc meet the Party payroll but to
gatisfy the demands of the creditors of the Party. Comrades Craine and Drake have
been working at the job of taking care of the circulntion of LA and the NI as well
as taking care of the book service and the publication of the Party pamphlets.

The establishment of the Organization Department has aided in releasing the pPC fr
from many organizational tasks ond decisions, to the end that this body has been
able to give more attention to its proper function of giving political guidanco
&0 the Partye. , 760
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It is necessary to go farther in this direction. The Organization Dept. must
be strengthened and more efficient. An effoctive Trade Union Dept. must be
established. It is necessary to broaden the education work by a stronger Educational
Dept. It is imperative that the Party issuc more pamphlets and more of the
educational outlines that have been started. T1 is8 necessary that the present
National Secretary be further releasod from prcsment responsibilities so that he
may have opportunity for the morc important and pressing political tasks.

. The whole problem of the circula‘tion of the press will be incpeased with the
appearance of the 8 page LA. Our subscription drives for LA have not been as
successful as they might be and the circudation of the NI is woefully low.

b U A i e e S e

111. PARTY FINANCES

- There is o separate report covering this VsubJectk.

1V. BRANCH ORGANIZATION S o . \

. One of the chief problems before the Party is to 1mprove the functioning of

the Branches. This is a matter to vhich the Organization Dept. and the Education
Dept. must nddress themselves following the Comvention. It will be necessary for the
Organization Dépt to prepare an Organizational Manual for the guidance of the
Branches. lore centralized supervision of thd Branches by the Organizotion Dept.
- will be necessary. Following the Convention the NC should prepare standardized

‘By-Laws for all the Pranches, It will be necessary for the Organization Dept. to
prepare and suple all the Branches with the necessary forms for recording the
procedings and activites of the Eranches.

' A weak spot in the Party today is the Branch Executive COmnittee. Algo it will
' be necessary to have a more efficient leadership in the form of politically and
. organigzationally more cimpbdtent organizers. It is not the rule at present for

. Branch QOrgonizers to function as leaders of the Party in their localities. Quite
often they are only loyal and sincere comrades who have accepted a post which
comrades more experienced and competent have dodged or refused to toke. The
activity of many organizers consists mainly in calling the Branch meeting to order,
reading the agenda and the communications from the National Office. They perform
no political or organizational function in between branch meetings except on the
- most routine matters. : : : -

‘One difficulty is the practice of some Branch E8s to meet on the same night as
¥ the Branch meeting. ECs have been known to assemble in a restaurant for their

& meeting about one hour before the Branch meeting. ECs should meet on a separate
B night. The Organizer should come prepared to lead tho meeting and orge.nize the
meeting of the Branch.

Each Branch EC under the leadership of the Organizer should have a perspective
for the Branch based on the local situation. A local program of action should be
& devised, Tho Branch should have somc definite aims and sone definite thing to

- accomplish in line with local possibilities.

Branches should experiment with full frcedom in line with the general program
£ and aims of the Party. Branches must be encouraged to develop initiative and not
& - lean completely on the Center., For this a live Organizer is indispenaable.

 Branch meetings are dull filled with routine and what :ls known as "business.”
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Meotings arc too long. WP Bronch meetings are not for workers but for people who
have had a pleasant day and expect 4 leisurcly existence on the following .doy. The
"business? part of a VP Branch mecting should under no conditions consume more than

thrity ninmutes. The rest of the meeting should be devoted to the political and

organizational education of the mem'bership.

Education should not only be the formnl education a8 contained in the -
Marxist classics but all Party resolutions and documents should be used as A
educational materials Incidents whichoccur in the shops are excellent educational
material. Few comrades are conversant with the contents of the Party political

"and organizational resolutions. Often discussions are held in the presence of new
" members vho have never seon the documents on which the discussion is based.

Quite often what passes for feducationt is mearely a give and take between the

#0ld" members of the Party with no attention to the requirements of the "new members .'!
42 At the end of a yeor of this sort of "education® nobody has leamed mwthing.

All Branches hculd adoPt the practice of hol&ing " opent® meetings. These

- Wopen" meetings should be the reguler meetings of the Branch ang not special

o K meetings which are organized for “visitors'. Eligible contacts and prospects should

Y. PARTY FRACTIONS AND THE BRANCE

- be invited to these meetings. '.l}hey should be encouraged to participate in the
»meetings.‘ e o - '

v
'

There 1s no reason why prospects should not ‘be invited to Party pre-conveﬁtion

.. discussions in the Bramches. Vhat we discuss in the pre-convention period is not

for the Party alone, "Qutsiderst (an obnoxious and snobbish term which should he

dumped) may teach the Party something by thoir participation in our discussions/
- Furthermoro if non-party persons are present some of us may be persuvaded to give

some thought and attention to our presentations. Also we will be forced to reploce
some of what is renlly Jargon with language whih 1is coherent and not too difficult

to be gra.sped by the ordinary proletarian mihtant.

One aspect of the functioning of the Branches in the past mast be noted. Thb.t

.18 the practice of retaining members on the books who have clearly demonstrated that

they are not interested in meecting their Party financial obligations or in carrying
their load of Party activity. The Party Constitution provédes that memboers who do
act neet their financial obligations must be suspcnded or dropped from the rolls.
In the future all Branches will be reQuired to live up to this provision. A member
who is pemmitted to go on in this manner will Inve no - respoct for the Party and will
serve to demoralize nore worthy memberse.

L 4

.It is necessary to establish the responsibility of the trade union fractions in
carrying on their own worke Too often trnde union matters which should have b-een
discussed first in the fraction and then reported to the branch or the EC  for app-

" roval, have been initiated in the Branch. Quitc often the fractions do not hold their

own independent meetings and matters which are within the province of the fraction
to decide are carried into the Branch only for the reason that the fraction has not
net,

moo often the fraction x:ieetirgs are riere repetitions of the Branch neeting with‘

,the ‘Branch Orgonizer presiding as though it were a Branch meeting. Also it 1s toe

B . often the practice for members to attend fraction meetings who have no business

‘there. Only fraction members should attend the meetings. When the Branch Organizer

attends as Branch organizer, he should romomber that ho is thoro only as the pole

~1tical lcador of the Party and should not dominate the meoting as though it were
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¥1. There ghould be some functionary of the Branch, preferably the Organizer who
is the spokesman for the Party and the Party "face.® It should be the aim of each
Party Branch to make the party known in the locality. The Branch headquarters
should be kept open and not used merely as a meeting pla.ce of the :Braneh and the
place in which fomms are held. ,

i
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3 D D SC]:PL
) !nhere is far too much organizational laxity in the Party. This must be correcta
ed. This is the task of the Branch EC and the Orgonizer. The tightening of the or-
ganizo,tiono.l discipline of the Party should be directed from the Center to a far
greater extent than heretofore. For the Party to go forward it will be necessary
for insistence that each member carry his share of the load. There is nb need to
keep mem'bers on the rolls who in any way ahirk their responsibilities.

It is mcessary to correct the eonduct of many menbers of the Party around’ the
- Party headquarters and elsewhere. Huch of the language used by Party memders in

- headquarters and in Party neetings is such that the respect of workers for the

- Party is not developed. What we refer to is often passed off as "workerts languagel
‘. But it is not the worker recruits who indulge in this practice but the older mem-
 berse The practices and the tyve of exoression we speak of will prove attractive

. meither to the worker recruits/os porsvue With petty-bourgeois backgrounds who nmay
. attracted to the party. What we speak of will only be attractive to bohenians

and 1mpen~proletarians. . L o :

Vgt m_cxmm :.:m ggmrv* imBRs. 0 ¢

Neither recruiting or holding menbers is really the difficult task vhich it has
been made to appear. Rocruiting is in large part a matter of "leg work." Very few -

- people will joPn the Party who are not asked to join. Also few workers will join

the UP unless they are convinced that thc §P, shove all other organizations, will

do something for the:s The Party yrogran to them rust bocore a very practical

progran vhich they believe has sove connect-ion -'Ilt“i their problems and their *
daily lives. . .

The vorker who joins-the" Party who says that he believes in ® socialisn" will
- often turn out to be a person who is mercly glid and articulate.  The usual militant
workers who comes to the WP froi the shop will come primarily because he is influenced
“by the way the Party member has coaducted hinself in the shop, in the union meetiug

~. and for instance, in the struggles \7hicn the union has enguged in. _

" The new member will be held only if M is giwen a political_ and .organization
education so that he knows what is goilng on and why. He will also remain if he
has something to do vhich nakes sense to hime It is not enough that it nakes sense
$o tho alder mambers. It is not thay who have to be integratod into the Party.

' pavid Coolidge,

for subnission to National

" Corrittae Plenune. -
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RESOLUTION ON THE NEGRO QUESTION

1, The Party approaches the Negro question from the standpoint
of two fundamental facte: (a) that the Negroes form an oppressed
minority, (b) that only through an ‘alliance with the American
working class, and under working class leadership can the struggles
of the Negro people be brought to their highest plane, and that the
solution of the Negro problem is only finally possible under the rule
of the working class. . o

2. The rise of the CIO and the entrance of hundreds of thousands
of Negroes into its ranks cannot be overestimated in importance. The
Negroes are here receiving their first training en masse in economic
struggle side by side with their white brothers. In addition the GIO's
Operation Dixie will almost immediately raise the whole question of
the Negro's position in the Jim Crow South. It is essential that the

~Party drive home in all its agitation and propaganda among Negroes,

the importance of integration of the Negro workers into the labor
movement and of the absolute neoceessgity of solidarity between the Negro
people and the labor movement in all their struggles,

3. However, the special position of the Negro people as an
oppressed minortiy places them in a position where they can vlay a
special role in the advance of political consciousness on the part of
the American working class, and in the building of a revolutionary
movement in this country. It would therefore be conservative and ab-
stentionist politics for the Party to think that Negro struggles are
primarily limited to those issues on which they can look immediately
for substantial assistance from the lgbor movement, or that the
fostering of independent Negro struggles is only of small importance
in the future work of the party. Specifically on the questicn of Negro

‘equality, the readiness of the Negro people to struggle is pAfar ahead

of the readiness of the labor movement to purticipate actively in
their struggle, Hence hundreds of thousands of Negroes, hoth in and
out of the unions, find that the first step that they must take to

‘bring the question of Negro rights into the field of action is not to

merely appeal to the labor movement (even that part of it to which
they belong), but to band together in a Negro organization prepared

to struggle militantly for. such rights. Such struggles, by bringing
the Negrees into conflict with the society that oppresses them, by
incregsing solidarity of the oppressed Negro minority, and by demon-
strating to the organized working class the seriousness and deter-
mination of the Negroes, raises the whole level of political con- 3
sciousness of both the Negro and the labor movement, S

4., The party recognizes that the chauvinism of an oppressed
minority cannot be merely equated with the chauvinism ¢of the oppress-
ing majority. Therefore, while etriving to educate the Negroes whom
it reaches with propaganda as to what is incorrect about their
chauvinistic feelings, 1t recognizes the importance of utilizing
Negro nationalism by turning it into progressive channels., Already,
the overwhelming trend of all the "race" organizations and "race®
papers of the Negro people has been not a d-mand for a Negro nation
or for Negro segregation in-any form, but rather for full integration
into the society of the white majority with equal rights. -

5. The Party dées not see in riots or in anti-~Semitic aglitation
progressive forms of Negro struggle. There have been good examples
of what a militant, independent, successful Negro struggle can be like
Chief of these within the expericnce of our own New York organization
wag the bus picketing campaign of the United Negro Bus Strike Commit-
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tee. Here a group of Negro organizations, aided, so far as whites
were concerned, only by the small fortes of our own Party, used
direct action -~ picketing - to achieve what they had been unable to
gain by any avpeal either to the bus companies, or to the CIO Trans.-
port Workers, who had the bus companies under contract. In this
strupgle the Party played only en auxiliary role, but the importance
to the Party of seeking to initiate and dsvelop such actions can-
not be overestimated. The experience of every branch in the country
" corroborates the fact that the oppressed position of the Negroes
makes them far more receptive to the direct agitation of the Party
than any section of the white workers, and this fact cannot remaiu
isolated fdrom any organizational conclusions.

: 6., The position of the Negro people as an oppressed minority

- raises the question of independent political action for the Negro
-people. The Party takes the position that such action should be
‘coordinated with indzpendent working class political action and that
Negro organizations should be integrated into the Labor Party where-
ever formed. Where an independsnt Labor Party does not exist, or
where it denies proper representation to the Negroes, the party will
support genuinely independent candidates of a militant Negro move-
ment. The Party will not suvport candidacies which represent tempo-
rary grouvings of organizations normally involved in the support of
-4he capitalist parties in their day to day political activity.

Saul Berg, alternate Newark
- Irving Berg, alternate Bklyn UE

A Note on the Avpearance of This Resolution

The members of the Party have a right to inquire why a separate
resolution on the Negro question is being introduced at so late a
date. The resolution is necessitated by the fact that a substantial
group of party members, while agreeing on what the attitude of the
Party should be on the Neg.o question, did not agree on thelr in-
'terpretation of the extent of their differences with the Coolidge and
Johnson resolutions, Thus, of the. signers of this resolution, some,
‘had proposed amendments to the Johnson resolution, others amendments
to the Coolidge resolution, still others abstaining. This dissipation
of the forces and effectiveness of these comrades could only still
further obscure the discussion of this question. Since we found we
had complete agreement on what we wanted the party to stand for, we
drew up a resolution on the question.

The comrades will fnote that this resolution has no long )
historical section. We are not writing a thesis, and we believe the
resolution covers that which needs to be covered, namely the determ—
ination of a political line on a political question, '

Saul Berg
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"RESOLUTION oN THE NEGRO QUESTION

1, The Party approaches the Negro question from the standpoint
of two fundamental facts: (a) that the Negroes form an oppressed
minority, (b) that only through an glliance with the American
working class, and under working class leadership can the struggles
of the Negro people be brought to their highest plane, and that the
solution of the Negro problem is only finally posaible under the rule
of the working class.

3. The rise of the CI0O and the entrance of hundreds of thousands
of Negroes into its ranks cannot be overestimated in importance. The
Negroes are here receiving their firet training en masse 1in economic
struggle side by side with their white brothers. In.addition the GiO's
Operation Dixie will almost immédiately raise the whole question of
the Negro's position in the Jim Crow South. It is essential that the
Party drive home in gll its agitation and propagands among Negroes,
the importance of integration of the Negro workers into the labor
movement and of the ebsolute neoessity of solidarity between the Negro
pe0p1e and the labor movement in all their struggles.

3. However, the Special position of the Negro people as an
oppressed minortiy places them in a position where they can olay &
special role in the advance of political consciousness on the part of
the American working class, and in the building of a revolutionary
movement in this country. It would therefore be conservative and ab-
stentionist politics for the Party to think that Negro struggles are
primarily limited to thosc issues on which they can look immedlately
for substantial assistance from the labor movement, or that the
fostering of independent Negro struggles is only of small importance
in the future work of the party. Speoifically on the question of Negro
equality, the readiness of the Negro people to struggle is ﬁfar ahead
of the readiness of the labor movement to perticipate actively in

- their struggle. Hence hundreds of thousands of Negroes, hoth in and

out of the unions, find that the first step that they must take to
bring the question of Negro rights into the field of action is not to
merely appeal to the labor movement (even ihat part of it to which
they belong), but to band together in a Negro organization prepared
to struggle militantly for such rights. Such struggles, by bringing
the Negroes into conflict with the society that oppresses them, by
increasing sclidarity of the oppressed Negro minority, and by demon-
strating to the organized working class the seriousness and deter-
mination of the Negroes, raises the whole level of political con-
sciousness of both the Negro and the labor movement.,

4, The party recognizes that the: chauviniem of an Oppressed
minority cannot be merely equated with the chauvinism of the oppress—
ing majority. Therefore, while striving to educate the Negroes whom
it reaches with propaganda a8 to vhat is incorrect about their
chauvinistic feelings, it recognizes the- importance of utilizing
Negro nationalism by turning it into progressive channels, Already,
the overwhelming trend of all the "race" organizations and "race"
papers of the Negro people has been not a d-mand for a Negro nation
or for Negro segregation in any form, but rather for full integration
into the society of the white majority with equal rights.

5. The Party dées not see in riots or in anti-Semitic agltation
progressive forms of Negro struggle. There have been good examples
of what a militant, independent, successful Negro struggle can be like
Chief of these within the experience of our own New York organizatlon

~was the bus pioketing campaign of the United Negro Bus Strike Co mg; -
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tee. Here a group of Negro organizations, aided, so far as whites
were concerned, only by the small forces of our own Party, used
direct action -~ picketing - to achieve what they had been unable to
gain by any avpeal either to the bus companies, or to the CIO Transe
port Workers, who had the bus companies under contract. In thig
struggle the Party played only an auxiliary role, but the importance
to the Party of seeking to initiate and dsvelop such actions can-
not be overestimated. The experience of every branch in the country
corroborates the fact that the oppressed position of the Negroes
makes them far more receptive to the direct agitation of the Party °
than any section of the white ‘workers, and this fact cannot remain ’
isolated fgrom any organizational conclusions.
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8. The position of the Negro people as an oppressed minority
raises the question of independent political action for the Negro
people. The Party takes the position that such action should bg
coordinated with indcpendent working class political action and that
Negro organizations should be integrated into the Labor Party where-
ever formed. Where an independant Labor Party does not exist, or
where it denies proper representation to the Negroes, the party will
support genuinely independent candidates of a militant Negro move-
ment. The Party will not suvport candidacies which represent tempo-
rary groupings of organizations normally inveolved in the support of

--the capitalist parties in their day to day political activity.

Saul Berg, alternate Newark
Irving Berg, alternate Bklyn UE

A Note on the Appearance of This Resolution

The members of the Party have a right to inquire why a separate
resolution on the Negro question is being introduced at so late g
date. The resolution is necessitated by the fact that a substantial
group of party members, while agreeing on what the attitude of the

- Party should be on the Neg.o question, did not agree on their in-
terpretation of the extent of their differences with the Coolidge and
Johnson resolutions. Thus, of the signers of this resolution, some
had proposed amendments t6 the Johnson resolution, others amendments
to the Coolidge resolution, still others abstaining. This dissipation
of the forces and effectiveness of these comrades could only still
further obscure the discussion of this question. Since we found we
had complete agreement on what we wanted the party to stand for, ‘We
drew up a resolution on the question, L

The comrades will fnote that this resolution has no long
historical section. We are not writing a thesis, and we believe the
resolution covers that which needs to be covered, namely the determ—
ination of a political line on a political question.

\

Baul Berg
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LMENDMENTS TO ERBER RESOLUTION

‘ON JEWISH QUESTION

I, Insert the following as section (4) and change all num-
“bers of following sections aocordingly.

"(4) . The wave of aml-semitism which followed the defeat of
German labor by fascism and the victory of Hitler led to a tremendous
resurgence of nationallistic sentiment among Jews all over the world.
It seemed to millions of Jews that the struggle of Allied imperialism
.agalnst Germany was at the same time a struggle agailnst anti-semitism
~but thls 1llusion has been rapldly disappearing as the remaining
Jewlsh masses of Europe contlnue to feel the lash of anti-semitism in
{ 4the territories occupied by the vlctorious nllies and ln the Allled
4 nations themselves. .

. WPhis growing Jewlsh nationalism has taken the form of a mass
‘desire for a termitory (in particular, Palestine) where the Jewish
jpopulatlion might constitute a majority and thereby be able to devel-
ope 1ts own life free from anti-semitism. These asplrations are the
legltimate, demooratic yearnings of a people long subjected to op-
pression and discrlminatlon. ‘

. "It is an axlom for revolutlonary soclalists who alone can be
;goonslstent democrats that all peoples who desire to lead an iIndepen~
dent natlonnl existence be glven the opportunity to do so. Wherever
such o national struggle, however, conflicts with the needs of the
general revolutionary struggle cgalnst world imperlalism and for the
proletarian revolution which alone can guarantee real freedom for all
peoples and provide the basls for a solution to the Jcwish problem,
that natlonal struggle must be subordinated to the soclalist struggle.

"To pose the achievement of a Jewish state under caoplitalism
as does the Zionlst movement as the solution of the Jewlsh questlon
i 18 to pose o reactionary Utopla. The effect of the Zionist movement
| 1s to divert the struggle of the Jewlah proletarint and the Jewish
people as a whole from the class struggle of the entire working class
of the countries they live in., The attempt to realize a Jewlsh state
under capltalism is, at best, conceivable as a wretched adjunct of
one of the Impericlist emplres. It 18 precisely because the Zionist
aim 1s a reacctionary Utopla that the practlcal policles of Zionlism
have a reactionary content. The aspirations of the Jewlsh people
for a state of their own can only find 1ts genuine renlization as a
¢ Jewish Commonwealth in a World Soclalist Federation.

II. Make the followlng change in sectlon (4): .dd this
phrase at the end of the paragraph:

"$o be achleved not by pargal ning with British imperialism
but by mass revolutionary struggle agsinst it, "

'l-
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III. Change in section (2), . dd thls sentence nt the end

- of the paragraph:

"Mhis struggle against anti-semitism i{s likewise of great-
est importance in the efforts of the Viorkers Party to educate the

‘:Amerlcan proletariat to the politlcal significance of antl-semitisnm,
: t0o 1ts use by the natlive fascist movements and by sectlons of the

bourgeolsie aos a weapon against the working class."

IV. Change in sectlion (3). /.44 this sentence at the end
of the paragraph:

"por Soclalists in the United States, 1t means 2lso expos~-
ing the policy of americon imperidlism which offers no other solu-
tion for the Jews of Europe than life is a Displaced Persons Camp
In spite of al)l the pretensions of .imerican imperiolism to belng the

most liberal and inherently deaocratic state in the world.

+V. Chonge in section (8)« Insert thls sentence after the

‘words ",,.untll a Jewish majority is nssured"

"Other slogans, such as Ybl-national stafe‘ evade thls
guestion: Shall the majorlty of the people of Palestine have the

right democratically to declide the fote of thelr own country through
a democratic Constituent .ssembly?"

The section contlnues nfter the nbove as follows:

"Not only does this opposition to the Constituent issembly
on the part of Zionism moke it an obvlious tool, etC...."
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DRAFT RESOLUTION OF THE JEWISH
QUESTION S
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Moder capitallist anti-semitism, flumrishing in the rotten
80l of decaylng capltallsm, i1s a new phenomenon differing radically
" from previous forms of antl-semitism and from almost all other forms
of national or colonial oppression,

In the past, the antl-semitic program called for the ex-
tinction of the Jews as a separate natlional or religious community
-and thelr forced dissolution in the surrounding nction, It offered
the Jews a real alternative to expulsion--adoption of the dominant

faith and culture. .

RSN S

Capitalist-totalitarian antl-semitism, however, plans and
executes an annihilatory policy that signifleds the complete and
total physical extermination of the Jews. Whether 1t employs
the "coIg pogrom" techinque of the Pollsh Enkeks, whereby the Jewlsh
population 1s to be campltely frozen out of economic life and slowly
starved to death, or the more rapid and sclentific Nazi process of
gas chamber murder, the goal 1s the same, :

. Thermost brutal imperialism on the other hand, generally seecks
only the subjugation and exploitstion of the peoples it rules and not
their full destruction. The content of national and racial
- oppression, in the non-colonlal areas, is the degredstion and
- @#ubjugatlion of the oppressed people and their extinction only cs a
* national community. Even anti=-Negroism in the U,.S. and South Africa
. seldom go beyond the deslire to "keep the Negro in hls place" as a
v servlile, second class citizen. The subject peoples are H8fered
V'  renllstic alternatives~-=-vDeath or Slavery. The distinguishin
 sharacteristic of totaliterian-capitnllist anti-semitism 1is 1ts total
; rejection of the Jews even as most abject glaves. :

e — —— <
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Thus, in a fundamental sense, the very physlcal survlival of
Jews 13 dependent upon the overthrow of capitelism and the victory of
‘Bocinlism. "The' Jgwlsh . - proletariat is in need of revolution more
than any other," :

While 1t i1s thereforsc, correct to say that the main cause of
anti-semitlism is to be found in the nature of capitalls class rela=-
tions and thet the fundamental solution to the Jewish problem lies
in the participation of the Jewlsh messes in the working class
struggle for the abolitlon of capitallism anu the construction of a
free socinlist socliety, it 1s not on immedlste nor o sufficient answer
to the needs of the uprooted, homeless remnant of Europeacn Jewry which
finds .1tsélf in o "worse plight than that of any war torn people of
‘Burope,"

For the overwhelming gajority of these gas chamber escapees, wlth no
‘real future in their former homelands, the question of dninteruppted
and frec immigration into Palestine and other countries has become

a life and death question. Thoc general right of unrestricsted
-omigration ond immigration 1s a principle always recognized In the
‘world socinlist movement as one of the elementary, gonulnely :
‘democratic rights to be defended by the working class movement, must
be specifically demanded and vigorously fought for in the lnstance

of Europsean Jewry. ‘
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".11 barrlers against thelr imalgration to the countics
the choose must be broken down. For Socialists in the Unlted
tates, in this the richest nation in the world =nd one having
industricl and agricultural resources for a population many times
the mresent size, this means &tn the first place, the struggle
- agalnst exclusion of Europe's Jews from this country. VYe must
: fight for the reﬂllzation of the slogan "Open the Doors of the
Ff United States

The exlstence of a powerful, spontcneous mass desire among
the Eyropocan Jews to emigrate to Polestine and to participnte there
in the bullding of anational territoriaol center is a fact that must
play a keoy role in dotermining thc cttitude of socialists towards the
direction of Jewish emigration,

gi Their desire to go to Palestine has thus far been thwarted by
# a reac tlonary alllancé betwecn British imperinlism and the feudal
leaders of the Arab nationalist movement.

. British imperialism, in order to retain control in the
crusiol area of the Near and Middle East, which is a bridge between
three continents, a gigantic and relatively unexhausted reservolr
of oll, dbliberately fosters .pab~Jewish hostility. 1t courts the
g Lrab world by closing the gates of Palestine to Jewish immigrants and
. deliberately contrives to present the coming of the Jewlsh masses as

L the spearhead of o hcted foreign' invasion. The sgruggle for free
B immigration into Palestine means, in the first place, a militant
E struggle agalinst the restrictive barriers imposed by British
. imperialist domination and a struggle agninst the lying propaganda
£ of British nnd Stalinist imperianlism that the Jewish movements into
E Palestine 1s an imperinlist 1nvaslon. The revolutlionary Marxists
i of the United States, Palestinc and nﬁland must champion the
£ demand to "open the gotes of Palestine".,  Vle must give conuitlional
- and crltical support to the herolc struggle of Palestinlan Jewlsh
ﬁ‘xouth to destroy the 1mm1gration barriers by operating an 1lllegal
f "underground railway" and by armed resistance to all police efforts
E to end 1llegal immigration. «t the same time we must condemn in
= the clearest and sharpest terms the reactionary political program of
- officlal Zionism, which not only prevents the Jewish masses from
beconing "pert and percel of the’antl-imperialist revolution which
will shape the future of ..s1a" but also condemns the Palestinian
Jews to the fnte of other historlc Levantine peoples (the Lrmenigns-
and 4Lssyriansg)who permitted themselves to become tools of imperlianlist
protectors,

The bankruptcy of 3ll Zionlst partles--reformist socialist,
semi=-stalinist and bourgeols-=-is most clearly demonstrated by their
fallure to work out a concrete program for international unity of the
Arab-Jewlish masses 1n Palestine, -

Responsibility for the ennity betwcen the two peoples must be
shared by the Histadrut (General Federation of Jewlish Labor) wlth the

I Lrab and Jewish reactionarles and the British Colonial Office. The

. organized labor movemopt of Palestine has followed a short-sighted,

k.  rulnous pollicy of pushling the working masses of +he farms and citles
into separate nstional economies (Kibbush ivoday--"capture of work
places), The organizationnl consequence of this policy--formation

of sepnrate, natlonal unions by Jewish and ..rab workers to functlion
excluslvely in thelir respective netional economic sectors, was and
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and 1s a chief obstacle in the path of genuine ArabeJewish unity.

Only where the .wrab and Jewish workers work side by side
(In the government sector of mixed empleyment) does united
~proletarian class struggle succeed in cutting through nationalist
barrlers, #8 was demonstrabed by the insptring unity of arad and
Jewlsh workers In the rccent rallroad and postal workers strikes,

O R R - LSBT e -

i These strikes highlight the crying need for unlted trade
unions and workers organizations encompassini both Lrab and Jewish
workers., The revolutionary socialists of Pulestine must, above all
else, struggle agalnst the rcactlionary separations of Palestin.. n
workers into netlional frade unions and parties. The demagogy of the
labor zlonlsts, who defend this practive on the ground that the
orgenized Jewlsh woriers with thelr high union standards would other-
wise suffer from the unpegulated competition of the backward, low
paid, .irab fellehegn, rmust be oxposed as false "progressive"

- ocamouflage for antirdemocratigs national st politics little different
© from the open chauvinism of the arab Trade unions,
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Histadtrut convention resolutions for arab-dewlsh unity are
. worse than meaningless as long as the laobor zlonlsts continue 1in
paractice to exclude aArab labor from the Jewish economy and support
joint trade unlon uction only for Jewish and Aradb workers In the
ehploy of the government or foreign corporations, The fact that

- the .rab natlonallst are even more guilty of national exclusionism
- can hardly justify this short sighted proctice which destroys the
very foundatlons of unity betwc 'n the aradb and Jewlsh proletariat,

The undoubted reactionary charccter of the Zionist mowvements
support of the British mandate (or a new U,H, trusteeship) must
however, not be permitted to obscure the fact that the long run
interests of Jewlsh natlonallsm are incompetible with British or
‘other impericlist rule of Palestine,

izatlion of Zlonism as nothing more than "an agent of British Imperial-
ism" is to ignore the intense anti-imperlullst temper and ctivities
- of the Palestinlan Jewlsh masses, and the ever growing conflict
T oahe *fnfev Tew'ch rasses ,
of interests between these two forces., It 13 not at nll accidental
that the Zionist epﬁeal to British Inperialisn to create what
Weltzmann called a "Jewlsh Island outpost for British intercsts
“in an 4Lreb Sea", on the supposed "Providentail basis for o
pernmcnent alliance botween England and a Jewish Palestine"

(Jabotinsky), has falled utterly cnd proved illusory,

The ¥Workers Party rejegts the old Comintern farmulae which
falled to distintulsh olearly betwenn the legltimnte, democratic,
national aspirations of the Jowish masses for survival as a national
cormunity and the reactlonary parties that presume to pepresent
‘them. Whether these popluar desires should take the path of "
"national cultural eutonomy™ (Jowish Bund of Bland and Russla) or
that of acquiring a territorlial and econoniic base for group - survival
(tettirorialism and Zionimm) is n matter for self=-deterninction
by the oppressed by the dppressed Jewlish masses. T

L8 revolutionory soclaldts we connot but reject the attempt s
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to impose an assimilationist perarective on the Jewish masses as a
specles of cultural imperimlism. Whether or not the Jewish masses
should subrmerge thelr ldontity into the surrounding peoples in whose
midst they llve or acek to yreservethemselves as a nation, is fop
them to declde, "Just as mankind can renlize the abolition of
clasSes only thgough the the transttional period of the dictatorship
of the opprossed class, so mankinu can realize the inevitable

fusion of nations only through the period of ic mplete emancipation
of all the oppressed nations, l.e., self-detqrmlnation. (Lenin)

Marxists huve long declared that true national freedom and
indgpendence for any minority nationality or smcll state is
impossible under imperlalism. In that sense it is true to say as
Erber "The aspirations of the Jewish people for a state of thelr
own can only find 1ts genulne realization as a Jewlsh Commonwealth
in a VWorld Soclalist Federation",

This does not however prevenﬁ us from ralsing the slogans
of Nationol Independence and attempting to use these sentiments
as o transitional slogan for the socialist revolution. The same can

and rmust be done in relation to the Jewlsh desires for a national
‘home. Tpis national struggle doecs not conflict with the need of
-general revolutionary struggle agalnst world imperialism and for the

proletarian revolution.

It 13 the task of the revolutionary soclallists to eductate
the Jewlsh masses to an aworeness that thelr aspirations canxrot be
achéeved within the framework of decadent capitalist imperialism;
that the struggle for their deomocratic demonds con find its only
true expression in the struggle for llberating Soclalism against
both capitallst and beaurocratic collectivist imperinlisrm.

4

The Yorkers Pary warns the Jewlsh masses against the denger

.of a negatlve, despairing attitude towards the defense of Jewish

and other democratlc rights outside of Palestine. There can be no
freedom and independence in Palestine 1in a worldbominated by a

‘reactionary Europe and .umerlica.

The J.wish masses must learn to understand, what many of them

‘already sense, that the Blg:Three imperialist world is their mortal

enemy; that the struggle against antl-semitlsm cannot be conducted
apart from the struggle for all deomocratic rights and apart from
the fight of the proletariat for a soclalist soclety.

The problem of Polestine 1s not in the first place a
problem of .srab-Jewish relations but rather a problem of British
imperialist domination over both Lirabs and Jews., The solutlon of
the Palestinlan problem must therefore, begin with the struggle of
the people agalnst British Laperialist rule, This struggle procceds
under the slogan of "out wlth the Britishl i free Palestine for
both Lrabs and Jewst Not the British but the peo;es of Palestine
can declde 1ts future, v .

The struggle for »n free, deomocratic Palestinc must be a
struggle fought on the basls of Jewlsh-u.radb unity. Every notional
and religious issue which Jews and 4arabs permit themselves to be

‘aivided over 1s another prop for British rule, 773
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- The. slogan for a frec Palestine finds its concrete political
exmroession In the demand for'the immédiate convocation of a
Constituent issembly, elected by direct, secret, univeraal suffrage
of men and women over 18, This demand must be the crowning slogan
for any genuinely democratic program for Palestine today. The
reactionary character of the Zlonist parties ls seen precisely in
their oppostion to thls slogan. PFrcm the extreme right wing to the

most left, all Zionist tendencics stand united in oppostion to a

osonstituent assembly elected by unlversl suffrage until a Jewish
me jority 1s assured. Not only does the position of Zionism make

4t an obfious too¥ but Lt plays into the hands of the most
‘peactlionary 4rab nationallist elements. The lotter use this reactionar:

‘role of Zionism as a means of agsurlng their own reactlonary domina-
:¢lon over the Lrab masses, and thereby, to undermine all * ‘~-,l-d
fiendencles toward Arab-Jewish unity.

B s demonstrqted by every other democtratic revolution of
‘our cpoch, the only class in Palestine thot willl prove itsolf

}%aapable of leading a thoroughpoing revolutionary struggle agalunst

£

ggritish Imperlalism 1s the Palcstinlan proletariat. The yroletarian
Plass struggle agalinst economiu cxplottation unites all tollers
and serves as the bridge across all reuctionary natlonallst

;§arriers.

, The revolutionary Marxist party must help the Jewish and
ab workers find thelr way to each other Iin a common economlc and
litical struggle, dlrected ﬂgainst 21l explotters and oppressors,

tlsh, Arab and Jewlsh, ‘

To do thls the revolutionary soclallsts rust advance the
¥ollowling program:

1, Immediate Independence from Brltish domination and the

toonvocation of a constituent assembly.

2, Agalnst an hAradb State. iBalnst a Jewish Sgate. For an
lndependent democratic, representativc,unltary, multi-national

&epubiic.

3¢ For free and unrestricted immigretion into Palestine,
.Agalnst reactloarylimniigretion barriers and restrictions,

4, ILand to the Fellaheen (peasants),

¥

: 5. A4Lbolition of the usury system. Free credlt to the
8 asantrye. 7
6, For united organs of proletarian class struggle--organlotic

of Jewlsh and Arab workers and peasants into the same unions and
class struggle organizations,

‘ 7. For an autonomous, Socialist Palestlne, within the
‘Near East Federation of Soclalls Republics.,

The question of a constltuent assembly can-ot bo posed in the
abstract, scparate and apart from the leglitimate fears of the Jewlsh
population, who are well aware that the cardinal demand*' of the

~ #of Imperlalism 774
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- hiradb Nationalist movembnt 1s the stoppage of all Jewish immigration
into Palestine, that most of the recctionary irad leaderc favor

repatriation of the Jews who ccme to the country after World Var
I.

The revolutlonary Marxist party can not and does not ask the

vAJewlsh magsses to mcke a unilaternl sacrifice of their democratic
~and datlonal rights.

Similarly, the oppoaltion of the LAradb masses to continued
:Jewlsh lmmigratlon stems from thelrgust fears of becoming a de-
natlonalized minority in a Jewlsh State.

The majority of the peqie of Palestine have the right to

" democratically declde the fate of thelr own country throughademocratic

. sonstituent assembly. However, the majority péople have no right
- to deprive the minority people of its national nnd civil rights,

Only a political program that eXpresses the naslonal aspira-

‘tions of both peoples of Palestine can forge the 1ndidpensible

antl~inperlalist unity of the arab-Jewish masses s

"The successful conduct of the struggle of the Palestinian
proletariat on behalf of national and social emancipation can only
‘be guarantced by the existence of a powerful, revolutionary,
;&arxist rarty, flrmly rooted amiongh the frab and Jewlsh tollers.
fhe contributionoi the Yourth Internationalist movement toward the
solution of the Jewish questlon and the Palestiniaon question, nust
begin with all nssistance twoard the establishment of such a party

in Palestine."
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