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RESOLUTION ON THE UNITED STATES

I. Introduction.

The period ahead Iin the Unlted States will be characterlzed by
sharpening 3luss struggles. The 1ssues around which they will be
fought wlll %ranscend ths traditlonal trade union level and increas-
ingiy force tlie labor movemeat to concentrate on the broad suvcial
and economic yusstions that constitute the fundamental problams of
our time. T1is develomaent will continue to heighten the political
consciousness of the working class and, in turn, will be spurred on
b; “he latter. The sharpening struggles, the nature or the issues

i Javolved and the heightened political consclousnsss of the workirg
E 3lass #iil lsud to & politlcal re-aligmment on the Amevrican scene
- with the woriing nlass undergoing a rapld growth of class conscious-
ness resulting In the establ:rahment of labor as an independent class

' - palitical force. .

3 The objectlve basis for this political development will be the’
- linited econonic boom that will characterlze American economy for
“the coming period. Though the emergence of a boom in American econo-
my in this stage of world capltalism temporarily ‘reverses" the his-
toric trend, it does not eliminate it. Born of the special posi-
tion of American capitalism in the post-war world, of America's
tiracitional resources in industry, agriculture and manpower and of
"+ne unique internal economic situation (accumulated individual sav-
Ings mostly in the hands of the middle clasa, and tremendous consum=~
_er demands assuring a ready market) which resulted from the war
economy, the economlc boom will exhaust itself as a short cyocle
within the historic tendency of capitallst decline and will be ab-
sorbed by the latter. : , . C :

However, the political line of our party; unlike its program-
metic principles, must -e based directly upon the immediate cycle,
'rather than upon the historic curve., Our party, therefore, bases
J.tself upon the prospect of working class struggles that develop In
a-nordance with the forms of struggle pr.duced by a period of rela-
tively hipgh empnloyment and economic instability characteristic of an
inflationary perioid with constantly changing wage-price relation-
ships. The forms of working class struggle under these conditions
are primarily strike s truggles that are born of the self-confldence
of the workers in a neriod of hich employment and the pressure of
. risin~ nrices u~on their livinm standards. However, the mature of
the *istoric encch of canitalism as well as the immediate problems
confronting the workers does not permit these mass struggles to re-
mein at the simple wage level, '

The relationship of wages, prices and profits forces labor to
face the problems of the economy as a whole and, thereby, challenges
capital's unlimited control over production, Strikes that have as
thelr objective labor's intervention in controlling prices and pro-
fi{ts challenge the fundamental social relations of capltalist pro-
cuction, Such objectives cannot be realized purely through strikes
ner within a single industry. The struggle for these objectives
¢+ forces labor to forge political weapons and develop a program for
k. the class as a whole., Glven the nature of the perlod and the
- obJectives of labor, the politicalization of its struggle will not

E substitute purely parliasmontary actions for mass struggles, but
. willl, rather, fuse economic and political struggles in a manner
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fraucht with revolutionary potentialities, The Workers Party, there-

fore, l~okr ehea? with confidence and anticipation to the coming
period as the one vhich will mark the besinning of the American
labor wovement's liberation from its bourgeois chains and 1ts long-
awaltea entry upon the stage of history as an independent class
force., with this development the role of the Marxists in the United
States will undergo a aecisive change. For the first time in its
history Ameri can Marxism will be functioning in the midst of a
politically organized viorking class. The indispensable arena for
the building of the mess revolutionary party will have been erected.
The Workers Party considers the coming period as decisive 32 deter=-
mining the extent to which it can gear itself to play a vanguard
role in the building of such a mass ‘revolutionary party, Deter-
mined to concerbrate its maximum forces in industry and the trade
unions, armed with its program of transitional demands, the party
enters this period with an understanding of its tasks based on the
following analysis of the Amerlcan scene. - -

II. ‘World Position of American Imperialism at War's End.

The United States emerged from.World War II as the dominant
world power. Already the world's most powerful industrial nation

-at the bteglnning of the war, the United States, far from suffering
. war-time devastation as affected every other major power, emerged

from the wer with a vastly expanded means of production., Manufac-
turing facilities, skilled labor force, land under cultivation,
mines in opcration, scientifically increased productivity of labor
and avallable investment capital all increased in the United
States, vhercas the world trend in these basic economlic categories
has betn a sham an® catastronhic decline during the course of the
var, In shiprin~ alone, the United 3tates constructed a merchant
marinec egual to the combined msrchant fleets of the world before
the war., Basing 1tseli upon its overwhelming economic superiority,
the United States constructed a military machine that stands se-
cond to none.  Its air force, backed by a tremendous al rcraft in-
dustry, 1s 1n a class by itself. Its naval power outweighs that

~of Great Britaln, the only remalning important naval power, by a

wide margin,

" The only sorious rival to American world comination is Russia,
with vhom American imperialism must share.domination of Europe and

“Asia. 7TIn"fdct; Russiz remains the only nation not subject to.

.Girect pressure of American impericlism. However, dsspite many

ddvant ages ‘which ‘the “Russién ‘ruling -class enjoys ‘over :the American
in the form of its nationalized economy, its totalitarian regimenta-

tion, its greater manpower and land mcss and the peculiar influence
it wields in key countries (France) through the Stalinist parties,

1t remains incomparably weaker in the decisive sphere of industri-

al productivity,

However, the United States has achieved this unique and un-
precedent ed worlc position in a period of historic dccay of inter-
national capltalism and under conditions of general ruin and chaos
“n the most important cecnters of civilization (Europe, Asia).

The very process of oliminsting its rivals, destroylng its cenemles
and bankrunting 1ts allies, by which Amcrican impericlism emerged
on ton, hes rlso created a world situation that renders the full

cxploitetion of its “ominmnt position all but impossible. The im-
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perialist war, through which the leading imperialist nations

sought to resolve their internal economic problems, has brought

in its wake an intensification of all the contraditioncs of world
capitalism and, therefore, a worsening of the internal problems,
elther immediately or w.thin a short period, of each of the capi-
talist naticrs. The Uaited States, regzrded as the cne "lucky"
powsr, the "raal victow." ete, is not immune to this basic <evelop~
rent, The vitallty shcown by American economy in its war praduciion,
wiiich surpars2d tne most optimistic estimates, cennot obscure twhe
.fect that fo: ten years preceding thre war (1629-%9) Amaricen eccenc-
my was in tkc grip of a paralyzing depression, Unless Ame.ican
lmperielism cen set world economy on its feet and stabilize it,

£s a nre-coriition to exploitinzg it, world economic chaos will
rlunge American economv bad- to its pre-war lsveis and beyond,

kmerican policy is, therefore, directed toward the achieve~
ment of worla stability, peace and equilibrium as the indl spensable
prerequisite to the ac:levement of its world aims, As part of this
policy 1s its support of the United Nations, the World Bank, the
/NRRA, tl® Intematlonal Labor Organization, and other measures of
imternational control in which the United States 1s assured the
final, declsive volce. Also as part of this policy of stabiliza-
Wwon 1s its bullding up of counter-weights to the Stalinist parties
vhere theyachieve mass influence (primarily Westem Europe) in the
form of the Soclal Democracy and "liberal Catholic parties. Of
113> same pattem 1s 1ts intervention in the colonial struggles on
tehalf of negotiated solutions which avoid wholesale violence
. 2against the oppressed natlion but divert the latter from a revolu- -
tionary struggle for genuine independence through compromise ar-
- réngemats whlch benefit primarily the colonlal bourgeoisie.

However, the advanced stage of di sintegration of world capltal=-
“£sm will not permit Armerican imperiellism to achleve any serious
weasure of iInternational stability and peace, even for a shart
time, Economlic stabilization is only possible on the basis of an
s.ccoptance of 'a standard of living drastically below thelr pre-war
tevels on the part of the majority of the nations of the world,

- The voluntary acceptance of such a status under conditions of
American exploitation of world resources and market is completely

- excluded, The nrospect is far quite the opposite - sharpening
class conflict end continued political instability within the im-

- poveristred nations end a risine tide of national resentment and
resistance to Arerican dominstion, Despite all its "liberal! and
pacifistic” policies, American imperialism is rapidly earning

the well-deserved hatred of the oppressed and exploited peoples
everywhere, as has been the case with every oppressor nation
fhroughout history.  For behind these policles directcd toward
werld stabillzation is the driving will of the American ruling class
for an "American solution" to world affairs, i.e, one that will
leave American imperialism in complete and exclusive control of the
wcrld market and in control of the political destinies of the world
nceessary to assure uninterrupted exploitation of its favorable
sconomle position, , : : '

America's will to dominate cannot be asscrted by diplomatic
method al one. The very success of the latter is dcpendent upon
vhe 1mplied threat represcnted by American economlc and military
nower, Americen economlc policy dlctates which nations shall be
- reczongtructed, at whet tempo and tc what extent. For many nations
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Amerlcen molicvy dictates whether they shall survive or not in

the most 1liter-) sense since they are dependent upon the United
States io0. the very brcacd thev eat, And behind Americen economic
power standGs Lumericen militery power, which, in the course of the
war, reveslsedi the crushing misht of armies that are based upon

an endlesc flow of matcriele provided by the world's bigsest in-
Gvstrial mchine., This military power stards poised ever the
werld with accerntuatcd terror because of its stockniles oi atondce
fgmbs and th: world's biggest air force wita which to delivsr
them, .

, Even i7T the United States was able to force its policies up-
on a resiating worlc, and thne case of Argentina's successtul de~
flance indi cates the difficulties involvcd, there is nc prospaci
that American lmperislisa ~culd construct a worizable system of
world economy, even upon lowered living standards for its vic-
tims. All the contracictions inherent in cepitalism and at work
vwith such devastatling results since 1929 not only remain unsolvcd
wut have been further complicated by the effects of the war, The
dilemma of American imperialism is illustrated by the problems
nosed by the future of England, Germany and Japan, its foremost
‘industrial rivals before the war, Amcrican Imperialism dare not
permit British capitalism to decline any further without inviting
roevolutlionary conscqucnces ip Englend and on the Continent, It 1s
- {herefarc forced to aid British industry get back on its feet
tlirough a threoe billion dollar loan. England, however, though no
ionger the "workshop of the world," 1s still primzrily a workshop,

58 rcbullt and modernized industry has mcaning only to the oxtent
it incrcascs Eritish oxports and improves England's position in
she vorld mrrket, But this takes place primarily at the cxpense
of the Unitcd States. American imperi:lism cennot, thorefare,
avold sharing the world market with Great Britain, oven though the
latter will not rccovur its pre-war position., Likewlise with
Japanesc and the Allicd-sphcre of German industry, vhich Ameorican
imperialism will ro-cstcblish as its advance boscs agalnst Rugsia
.in Asla and Buropec. A going economy in these two highly industri-
. al nations rcquires acccess to the world market. Both nations
must import raw matcrials and foodstuffs which they can only pay
for wkh indus trial procducts. Here, too, the role of Germony and
Japan in the world market will be kept considerably below its pre-
war lcvel, but Amcrican world policy will requirc that it make
-concessions in thce world markct to its defeated cx-cnemics and
prcesent satellitos in the anti -Russian front,

All of thcse complications, both tho political and economic,
.would Imve somoc choncc of solution by the Unitcd States were it
ngt for the fact that the indispensablc corncrstonc for such -
world stabllization is cconomic stabllity within the United States.
It is preciscly the latter, howcver, that tho Amcrican ruling
class cannot assurc to itsolf, Amecricon cconomy has becomo tho
foundation for copitalist stability everywherce but, preciscly be-
causc 1t is such an intogral part of world cconomy, it cannot cs-
cape the cffects of world instability nor, becausc of its own in.
kerent instabllity, cm it invest world cconomy with any durable
cquilibrium,

Contributine to all the & srupting factors within tho world
of canitalism is the nrospect of continued strained rclations be-
tween this fmcerican dominated world and Russia's world of burcau-
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cratic ‘collectivism, strained relations vhich will cause the na-
tions of the world to live in tke shadow cf World War III even if
the necessary prerequisites for the latter do not muterialize for
the next two decades. The maintenance of the two world spheres

- as uneasy armecd camps with args standing armies, feverish research
in weapons of war, stockpiling of strateglc materials, disperssal

¢v stratecic irdustrles, the oreration of the economy in a state

of semlaprevaration for war nroduction v 1) all act as a deuerrsnt
to the "rcrmolization” of economic life and. stability in poilvic-~
al and diploautic relations,

It is to be concluied, therefore, that the aim of American
imperialism Lo resoivs its ovn intermal coniradictions thicugh
domlnation of world economy 4s destined to failure. Tho new
world position of American capitalism cannot »everse tho historic
tendencies of .decline vhich operated with sush devastating re-
sults from 1929 to 1939, The Americoan bourgeoisie has reached
tuo zenith of 1ts power in an era when any mcasurc of durable
stabllity, peace and equilibrium arec impossible to maintain, The
American bourgecolsie has begun its empire building in a peried
wvhen all empires are doomed to the disintegrating tendencies of
economic catastrophics ant violent political uphcavals, all be-
aeath the ever«present threat of a ncw and more devastating wqrld
~»3r, World domination cennot, therefore, save ‘American capitalism,
Tic historic tendency of cgpitalist decline and death agony re-
meins an integral part of its destiny. . :

1¥I. The Immodiate Prcspect Is for an Economic Baom

' While the historic prospcct of American capitalism is that

of declining producticn and mass uncmployment as part of the so-
cial crisis of capltalism on 2 world scale, the immediatc pros- .
pect is for an cconomic boom with a high level of production and

8. rclatively small arount of unemployment. The boom 1s based

upon o conjunction of the followin~ factors: (a) the roady mar-
ket provided by five ycars of accumilated dcmond for consumer
goods as a rcsult of curtailed production during the war, (b) tho
potential purchasing power rceprcsented by cash resorves accumue-
lated during the war-time pecriod of full cmployment and overtime
pay (over {150 billion in bank deposits and war bonds of individu-
als), (c¢) tho rclatively high incomss of five million farm families
vhosc prospects for eontinued prosperity are good as a rosult of
the vast agricultural arcas devastated by the war, (d) thoe large
orders for heavy cquipment placed by foreign. countrics through
credits made availgble by United States government loens (Great
Britain, France, Belgiwn, The Netherlands), (e) tho cantinucd
government oxpondi turcs for military purposces (though roduccd,
still higher than any previous poace-time budget), for various
subsidies, GI loans and other allowances, and for nccessary pub-
lic works, incluiing those of local governments, (f) the huge :
eash rescrveos of corporttions piled up out of war-time profits

and available fuar oxtensive modemization of plants amd oquipment,
(g) the swollen cash rescrves of banks available on easy terms

for industrial eoxpansion and the financing of consumer credit ac-
counts, (h) tho prospcct for continuecd omployment and rising prices.
both of vhich induce workers to invest thair carnings in durable
goods like houses, automobiles, refr:gerators, radios, ctec., rather
tooan bank them, , 7806
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The exact lenzgth of this boom is, of course, unpredictable
dus to the many and varied factors of which it is compounded and
of the very real possibillty that the inflationary trend wiil
get out of control and quickly drive the economy to a breaking
point In the form of a repid downward spiral of deflatinn, All
indicatione aces that for ths period wi th™ which this JGSJLULiOA

wust deal, the bccm trend will remain operciive,

‘The Canger of a run-away inflatifon encing in a rapid Geriu-
t*on canno¢ be discountel, The lessening of price controlc wlih
resulting spiraling cof prices in a wage~price chase and a *re-
mendous specul ative rrofit-taking cen create such a fast mevemert
c¢f prices upward that credits would be froren, rmch const:uction
stopped, lwge inventories accumulated throvgn withholding ¢ oods
in anticipation of higher prices and biggor proflts, pont*ruing :
shortages, Gepreclation of savings, disruption of stepdy producs
uion, mounting strike waves, declining purchasing powgr of work=-
rs and rising unemp’oyment, If such an inflationaryl spiral
cevolops and results in dnflationarv collupse before any degree
of stabilization has been achioved in world economy, the United
States. could Dbe plunged into an economic paralysis of greater

- ¢xbent than that of 1929-1934 when the number of unenployed
. rcached sixteen million, The probability of such a %5
‘¢ollapse within two years is no very high.

3flationary

1V. The Bmm \viﬂ Stimlate Class Strugqles |

" “%ikile cstiblishing the unsoundness of this boom and, dbove
nll, the iact that it Is the forerunner of another, and inovit-
ible, economic crisis, it 1s nocessary to moke the exlstence of
the boom the point of departure for the politisal perspectives

of the party in thkis 1 criod, These perspectives are for a pceri-
od of bold and aggressive struggles by the American working class,
tle first storm waves having already broken., It 1s in the period
of boom that there is no placc in tho working class for moods of
depression and passivity. It 1s In such a perlod that the WOork~=
ingclass, massed oncc morc by production, fccls its aqconomic '
indispensability and thereforc its economic power. It is in ‘
such a period that the prolctariat 1s prepared not only to make
bold armd comprchensive cconomic ‘and polltical demonds but to en-

force them by means of its organized social power,

It would bec a fatal error to sce the tocmpo of claus struggle
in tho coming period in terms of the lust post-war boom of 1921«
1929, Thero arc a wholec serics of factors that are fundamentale
ly differont between the two periods. Thc most important onos
are: (a) the orgenizod labor movement today roprescnts five
times thc strongth it had in the immediatce peripd following
World War I, § the strugzlcs following World War I rcsulted
in dcfeats for labor in which 1t not only failed to organige
the crucial stecol industry but was routod from the gdvanced posir
tlions it took durines the war, vwhilc tho strugglecs following ’
World Tar IT resulted in the. strengthening and .consolidation
of labor's ~osition, (c) the American Dollar was ablo to bring
-hout o rclstive stebilization of the international sceno folloy-
ing the first war vhile we have scen that this is not 1likely in.
fhc prcsent poriod, (d) the exporicnee of moss unemployment, thﬁ
anization of the mass production industrios by tho CIO, andll
tho cxporienco wlththe war economy have oll contributdd to rais;ng
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the soclal consclousness of the American working class to a de-
cisively hither level than prevailed at the end of the first
World Viar and (e) the intervention of government in economy is
quantitatively and qualitatively so far beyond that of the first
World War that its effect upon the politicalization of ths worke-
ing class.will not pemit the politicalpessivity of labcr that
developed after 1924, _

The vhole intemeatioral situation, plus all the recent c¢r-
periences oi the present aeneratlion, plus a vague but growing
understanding of the contradictions of American capitalism itself,
combine to deprive all classes of real confidence in the durabili-
ty of the boom., The determination of the worling class to reach
the maximum securlty possible during the tamporary prosperity
will conflict increasingly and more violently with the anarchy
of capitalist production and the determination of the ruling class
~to achleve the highest rate and thc greatest mass of profit and
a stronger grip upon the political machinery during the next peri-
od, Hence the boom opens up the perspective of sharp and wide-
spread class stgugnles, which, in turm, will contribute to the in-
tensification of the social crisls in this country.

V. The Growing Social ConSciausness'of Amorican WOrkeré '

: The period ahead will be onc of crystalllizing social consclous-
ness in the prolotariet accompanied and based upon a growlng loss
of confidence in capitalist stebility and in cepitalism's ablility
to provide security. Although still hcavily laden with the blind-
ing ideology of the bourgeoisie and of trade union reformism, the
" advanced scctions of the American working class, now that the re-
strictions and shackles of the war period are largely removed, ‘
have already stepped beyond the traditional confinements of the
pure-and-simple wagos struggle ard put forward demards, rovolu-
-tionary in their imnlications, for partial control of soclety.
The minc work ers have rosponded solidly to the demand that their
own class orecrnization shall have exclusive control of a health
and seourity fund., The General Motors workers have responded
solialy to the demand that their own class organization shall
have at least partial control not only of ‘wages but also of prices
and. profits -- and this response was unghaken by the most tre-
. mendous 'single.campaign in défonse ‘of capitalist property ‘and.
-capitaliat control ever organized. by the ruling class of this'.
country, ' -The insurmounteble . disorganization ‘of capitaliam is as-,

A"wsurance tha* thesc and similar and evon bolder.demands will e

made in the coming period:by wider sections of “the':Ame rican work-v

-"*1ng class.” They express the.determination of the masses to:in- -

“tervene: as.a class to- obtain. that social security which capital-
"-ism is unable to:guarantee, They. underline ‘the highly favarable
. perspective of class struggle and advancing class. cons ciousnoss

’ ,1n the Uhited States.

It would be most shortsighted to regard the program of the
General Motors strikorsas "accidental', due to the soclallst
background of Walter Reuthor. Even thn L, Lewls would have
boen regarded as a madman had he sought to present such a pro-
gram to the CIO tcen years ago. It 1s not the orinin of the ldeas
but thelr ready and widespread acceptance which indicates the
rising social consciousncss of Amorican workers. No working class
could remain immunc to such ropcatcd shocks to its social outlook
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as were provided the American working class by the depression,
the orgmilzatli on of the CIO based on the mass industries and the
experience wth the "miracle of production" during the war on the
basls of Government financing and control of production. These
experisnces have etched deep impressions upon the minds of the
woriers ard ars a guarantee agalnst a return 4o the compiacenny
2d passivity of the 1920's, ' -

The fact that the G program is rooted im the objective :ituva-
tion confroacing vhe workers 1s also seen from the fact that ail
nther unlons opera®ing in the basic industries show tendencics
toward the same apprca~:n in thelr various ¢:nards, regardless of
how thei r programs suifer from greater unclarity and,formlessness
than that of the GM stpilers. The single fsct that the Ci0 as a
wnole stand¢s committved to fight for a guaranteed annual wage is
gsufficient Iindication of this trend, : : :

The vcry na*urzs of the hoom 2eriod economy speeds this pro-
cess of srowln7z socicl consciousness. In deflationary periods
the unions tend to confine their economic struggles to resisting
wage cuts and thelr more radical social demands to the parlia-
mentary arena. In an inflatlonary period, the workers economic
nawer 1s not only vastly greater but the changing price and wage
relati ons force the workors to approach the problem of maintaln-
ing their living standard from the point of view of the economy
as a whole, which means in this situation linking wages with
prites and profits. A struggle of the workers that has as 1its
aim to ralse wages while controlling prices, thereby curtalling
profits, lmmcdiately transcends thoe traditional trade .union lecvel
and forces the workers to struggle on a broad social front which
challcengos tho existing reclatbnships of capitalist production.
Such a struggle must sct its aim, not ‘merely to regulato wagos,
but to regulate the economy. It becomes the first step in worker s
control of productior, with the demand to '"Open the books' as
the necessary pre-condition to such control, It gives labor the
leadership of the lower middle class, the farmer, the whito collar
worker and all other "little people," in short, the leadership
of tho nation in the strugglec asgainst monopoly capitallsm,
"Wage Increasos without Price Risos," "Opcn the Books,™ the guar-
antood annual w ages and union health funds financed by lcvies
upon the omploycrs arc all products of the objcctive economic
situation which spur on the social consciousncss of the workers
and, in thcmsclves, give -n indication of its growth. -

]

!

~ VI. Meain Stratecic Aim: Class Indcﬁendoﬁce

" Never, in any country, havc the trade unions bocn such a
powspful forcc as they arc¢ today in the United States. Thec so-
cial weight and political significance of 15 million: orgenized
trade unionists is only beginning to be comprohended, oven by
the Marxists. Its eitfect upon class relations in this country
is profound. Tho labor movement reprcsents a fivo-fold incrcase
over that of the period immediately following World War I, Tho
woight of such a movcmont thrown into the scales of the oconomic
struggle in a poriod of high cmployment 1s overwhelming. Tho
fact that tho largest mass strikcs wore conducted without moro
than token pickct 1lines in industrios notorious for their bloody
rosistanco, spcaks for itsoclf., Tho powerful bourgeols propaganda
campaigns about the ™unfairnoss" of tho Wagnor Labor Act and %ﬁag
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tremencdous drive being cdeveloped for lecislation that will
cripple the efiectivensss of the unions indicates the inability
of the capitalists to deal eifectively with the labor movement
in economic struggle at this stage. Nor has the expansion of
the trade union movement run its course. On the contrary, all
indl cations point to the continued growth of the trade unlons in
this period, .

- Yet this pcwerful force remains completely subservient o
the bowrgeols political machines, or, more precisely, that of
the Administration based upon the '"big city" machines of the
Democratic Party in the north. DBut more toany this specific
subservicnce In party politics is its general petty-bourgeois
ideology end conservaiive outlook., Its class concepts grow but
only against the choking effects of the traditional patriotic,
pro-profit system, pro-church, white superiority prejudlces that
nave historically characterized the petty-bourgeols méntality
of the American labor movement. However, this outlook is beling
.undermined, pressed back and infiltrated by thc growlng soclal
consciousness produced by the broad soclal demands labor is
forced to struggle for., This often gives rise to confused and
-contradi ctory phenomena characteristic of a deep transition in
the mentality of a class, such as the manifestation of race pre-
judice alongside of the most advanced social demands upon the
employer and invitations to the clergy to address meetings of
unions famed for thelr militancy on the picket line and speeches
by admirals, generals, bishops, business men, American Leglon
hcads, and Elear Hoover of the FBI at union conventions that
pas=s resolutions arainst neace-time conseription, for higher
taxes upon bir inecomes, in favar of advaneed vetorans'! leglslae
tion and azainst stool-pigeons, With the development of a
class conscious viewpoint by the Amorican labor movement this
confusing performancc will be cleared anmd bourgeols ideologlcal:
influence in the ranks of labor eliminated, ,

: The struggle to raise the working class to the position of
the ruling class requires a complete breck with bourgeols ide-
ology, -bourgeols political parties and bourgeois politics, The
struggle for the class indepcndence of the prolotariat is the
main strategic aim of our-party in this period. This means for
_ tho American proletariat in the presont period the establishment
of a working class political party, completely independent of
the bourgeois parties and their rcformist' followers and agents
in the working class. It mcans, also, the democratization of
tho oxisting workers! organizations, the trade unions, the imbu-
ing -of tho s¢ organizations with an uncompromising class line,
and the removal of the refamist lcadership so that they may -be-
come class instrumonts of the proletariat free from the control
or influonce of the bourgcoisiec and the conscrvative or rcformist
labor lcadership. Becausc the party recognizes the profoundly
conservative and bourgeoils (bourgecois rcformist) traditions of
the Americen labor movement, and becausc the transformation in the
class outlook of the unions begins with the broad strata of union
activists (stcwards, committcoemen, rank and file militants, cte.),
the narty must scck and utilize overy opportunity to strengthen
thc authority and nowor, both formal and real, of the domocratic,
rank-and-1le-bo”ies oncratinc in the shops at the expensc of
the power of the trade union hicrarchv vhich forms a bureaucratic
crust upon thc lebor movement and bocomes the transmission belt
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for the infiltration of bourgedls ideas ationg the workers,’

Given the extraordinary high percentage of organized workers,
the deep-rcoted, century-old tradition of wunionism; the unique
roie af thc trade unions as thd only mass orgenization of labor
anl., therainre, the long developed temdency of the workers to re-
gerd them nae the naturel organs of struggle on behalf of *iair
demands and the tendency of the tnions, particularly the mcrs pro-
gressive oncs, to provide services for their members, which m
Europe are “he function of separate ortaniz:tions, like worke:
education, h-~alth centers, summer camps, werkecs sports, wc-men's
auyiliarie-;, consure »s cooperatives, and labcr cultural activi-
vles, it is theoretically nossible that, umaer certain conditions,
the trace unions msy become a revolutionary !nstrument anl pro-
vide the ready-made framework for the establishment of the wor-
kers power, The warle rs councils can emerge from the trade
.unions either before or after the seizure of power.  The trade
unions can play such a revolutionary role, however, not as a sub-
.stitute for the revolutionary party, but precisely under the
leadership of the party. It is well to guard against the fetish-
ism of Soviets which conceives of their emeorgence on the American
scene in acccrdance with the Russian pattern,

‘ The revolubionary role of tke trado unions ¢en be rcalized
only if the basi s aof the latter is transformed into broad, demo-
cratic, represontative, all-inclusive and all-powerful rank-and-
file bodies of workers striving to achieve workers control of
production and eventually workers politicel power itself.,  Only
such bodlos con.effectivily break the stranglehold of the labor
officinldom which always drags behind the political development
of tle workers and secks to divert it into reformist channels,
It 1s thec aim of tho party to advance these 1deas and to promote
the organization of such bodles as indispensable prerequisilte
to the victory of thec proletarian revolution in the form of the
.power of the democratic workers councils. Hence thc need for
systematic propaganda and agitation by the.party in favor of
shop commit tees, where they do not exist, the increased power of
shop cammit tecs vhere they do exist, for the creation of authori-
tative shon stoward councils which cannot bc overruled by the
local of ficisldom but are qnswerable only to the membership,
ctec.,, esmecially in connection with the demand to "Open the
Books" to check on production data, lahor productivity, cte. as
the first step toward workers control of production and tho
nati onalizati on of industry. .

The party doc s not make a fetish or a rituzl of its pro-
*gham - for. th e Tomatl on ‘Ena st power: 6P suth"factory -committeos..
It doos not conduct an agitation for forming now organizations
vhich can only appcar to tho workers as artificial, or super-
fluous, or duplicating those organizati ons which the workers al--
ready have at their disposal or whichthey fecl they can casily
convert to suit their rcquircments, as those bodles alroady
exist within the union framework. The agitation and practical
work of ostablishing factory committcos independent of the
trade union machincry can acquire significance and value primari-
ly under conditions whon tho marc advanced workers, in largo
numbors, havc lost confidence in their oxisting mass orgoniza-
tions or fecl .that thoy arc radlcally inadoquatec to defend their
4dnterests and ‘cope with their problems, or- have become e broke
upon strugglos ard thelr progross. The party docs not confine 9
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its struggle for rank-and-file bodies and rank-and-file control
to the e:isting trade unions in all cases even in the present
period, It approaches the many possible forms of iindependent
class organization with a flexible attitude. It suards against
the. stewd le and ultimatistic concept that the workers mist pro-
i ceed accrrcing to our Dlueprints, It likewise guards aioinst
'8 the ~opportunistic pitfalls represented by the many propozcls
1 for measures of labor control proposed by the progressive wing
of the lahcr bureaucracy vaich are devoid of rank anmd file powar
and usually based upcn class collaboration, In every critical
situatbn, in every popular struggle against the manifestations
1 of capitalist explnitation, oppression anl ialquity the party
'3 counterposes to capitalist control, to burcaucratic govermmental
control, to labor bursaucratic control, the ideca of workers
; control, the democratization of economic and political 1life
through democratlc intervemtion of the people., In the last
analysis it is tis that constitutes the heart of Soclalism,
not - the outward form of the nationalized economy. All the ef-
forts of the party are directed to stimulaeting such direct con-
trols by the masses. Thc best example of this is the agitation
for nrice ocontrol by democratic representative bodies of workers
an¢ housewives: for rent control by committees of workers or-
ganizetbns and tenants, etc,, etec. The participation of the
masses in networks of such broad committees of control does not
only break the hold of capitml upon the e conomic life of the
nation and break-up the burcocucratic apparatus of the capitalist
state, but 1t trains the masscs in politicel and economic ad-
ministration for the democratic operation of their own workers
dtate and soclal ized economy, »

I VII. The Transitionnl Program -- What It Is and How We Use It

It is necessary to rostate the point of view that the party

" .holds of the transi tional program, first, becaus e there is not
enough clarity on this qucstion in the party, and second, because
- a polecmical counterposition has been put fbrward inside the party
and in the Fourth Intermational. The transitional program differs
fundamentally from the _old social-democratic program of immedi-
ate demands, which had only the most formalistic connection with
‘the ultimate goal of socialism but which was in reality not con-
nected at all with the struggle for power, The revolutionary

" character of the transitional program is based upon the concept
of thoe objective overripeness of capitallism for the soclallst

2 revolution and the lagging political consciousness and revolu-

a tionary immaturity of the prolctariat, The transitional program

2 . ‘ailms at closing the gop between the two. It 1s necessarily
based upon hoth nhenomena; that 1s, it alms to scize the workers
at thoir preaent strae of political consclousness, to participate
vith them at their prosent level of struggle, and to move them

- as rapidly as possible on tho road to socialist power, It 1s a
rcvoluti onary program both in that it connects every scerious de=-
mand and. movement of the workirg class with the question of
workers powor (tho workers government) and in that decaying,
crisi s=ridden capitalism itself crcates the conditions in which
overy scrious demand and movemcnt of the working class raiscs

the qucstion of state power with incrcasing clarity and sharp-
ness. Prccisely because the transitionel program has both theso
aspe’cts, it cannot bec concrecte without first estimating the
stage of dovolopment mnd cons ci ousncss of tho working class 1n a
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given country at a ziven time and estimating the :.’,],'.2

stage of Aecvelonment of capitalist crisis in a :
siven: country at a aiven time, Without this, the transitional
procrem ceeses to be a trensitional program and bécomes a ritual-
istic an¢ sterlle substItute for the purely propazandlistic advo-
cacy of the old "meximum program" of socialism or the proletarian
dictatorship, v : . -

The ideas of the soclalist revolution must be presented in
terms of the actual stage of development of the class struggle
and in a way that gl ves them access t o the consciousness of the
masses. Otherwise, the masses cannot be approached where they
~actually are, they cannot be appealed to effeftively, they can-
not be set in motion as a class from the position they presently:
occupy to the position they should occupy as the rlinz power -
in a word, the program cannot serve the function of a transition-
al program, The program is universal only in that it seeks
everywhere to facilitate the movement of the masses to the strug-
gle for power, . But inasmuch as the crisis of capitalism is
neither as intensive nor extensive in one country as in others,
and the stage of development of the working class differs from
country to country, the concrete forms of the transitlonal pro-
gram, the concrete slogans must necessarily be adapted to the
changing conditions and class relations in every country. "In
the very nature of a transitional program,. of course," says the
party thesis of 1938, "it cannot in advance be given final and -
finished form, With the chHanges in the mass nmovement and in the
state of mind of the workers, the transitional program must '
correspondingly change t o advance or on occasion to rotrecat, al-
tering the omnhasl s and utillzatbn of slogans and shifting tac-
tics throueh vhich the nrogram 1s precsented," This is the guid-
ing line which the nartv followed throughout its existence, 1i.e.,
throughout the war. Instead of a struggle under the slogan
"Turn the imperialist war into a civil war," the party popular-
ized the slogan “Abolish the no-strike pledge," a concrete formu-
lation of the concept that the class struggle should be pursued
by the prolectariat without rogard to the intcrests of the ruling
class in the imporialist war, a formulation accessible to the -
level of consclousness of the workers, especlally the advanced
workers, and capable of sotting them into class motion. In- .
stoad of a struggle under the slogan "Down with class collabora-
tion," the party popularized the slogan "Get off thc War Labor
Board," a comcrcte formulation of the concept that the working
~ class movement should breek 1ts collaborationist bonds with the

bouwrgeolsie and its government and act indepcndently as a class.
Instead of a struggle under a slogan to break the oxisting unlions
or to fom Soviets or factory committees, the party popularizecd
" the idea of rank-and-file progrcssive committees in overy union,
a concrete formulation of the concept of militant, democratilc
vork ing-class organizati ons and actions as against the burcau-
cratic subjugation of the union movement to the bocurgeols war
machine. Instead of a strugglc under 2 merc slogan of workers
powey - vhich can itself becomc an abstraction if thore is no
instrument with which to achicve this power, the party popular="
ized the slogan of broaking with bourgceois politics and bourgcois
political parties by foming an indcpcndent class party of its
own by mcans of which it could establish a workers governmont;
and whon the first halting, confusced and ambiguous steps toward
class vnolitic2l action woro taken in the form of the CIO-PAC,
thke party further concr-tized its concept of the class political
indepencence of the prol:tariat by porularizing the slogan
"Convert the PAC into a Labor Party.! b "793
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‘These are not revolutionary slogans in every country and 'at
any time. They are objectively revolutionary slogans in the
United States at a specific time, just as at a different stage
of development such slogans can becoms mere reformism, While
these implicitly revoluti onary demends struck a responsive chord
in the consciousness of wide sections of the. working class whose
militant espirations were repressed and strangled by the btureau-
cratic la‘nor lieutenants, and while other sections of the lsbor
mo vement + ook un these slorans in one form or degree or another,
it veas no accident that only the revolutionary vanguard found it
possivle to conduict & militant and consistent struggle for them
in the labor movement and to link them inseparably with the slogan
of“ a workcrs government as the capstone of the program and as
the only sure and durable means of achieving most effectively
the aspirations of the masses thecmselves, ,

.The concretization of the transitional program in the post-
war period must follow the same gulding line. This cannot be
done without rejecting the concept that the consciousness of
the masses in the United States has already rcached a high so-
cialist level or tiet it 1s oven approximately cquivalent to
t® consciousness of the European workers, nor without rejcct-
ing the concept that the crisis of world capitalism rages with
equal intensity in all cepitalist countries or that the United
‘States 1s today in a pre-'re'lrolutiomry crisis, 1,0, a crisis

directly preceding the revolutionary crisis in which the immedi-

ate struggle for state power 1s posed before the masses as a
concrete possibility, nor without rejecting the concept of the
inherent revolutionary character of certain slogans and the in-
herent reformist character of o1l others. Thwose slogans are
revolutionary which are capable of setting wide sections of the
advance¢ workers into action as a class against the bourgeolsie
and its state, along the road to the seizure of power., Those
slogans are roformist which help reconcilc the workers with the

‘bourgeoisie and its state, wvhich promote class collaboration

instead of class _struq"lc, vihich deepen tho petty-bourgeols 1l-.
lusions of the vorkers instead of helpine to free them of these

11lusions in the course of thelr own experience in fighting for

cven the nmost modest of progressive class demands, Hence, 1t
is not nccessary ot every stage of the struggle to put forward
more radical® aemands thon those initiated by the masses thom-

selves. It 1s necessary at every stage to urgo the masses to
fight for their demands by the methods of the independont class

struggle, by the most militont and aggressive mecans, to fight

for them with the utmost consistency, and to cmphasize at cvery
stage that the cfféctive réalization of the aspirations of the
masses requires a strugglc which cannot but lead to a workers
gévcmmcnt ond sociolism, Therein lies the specicl function of
the revolutionary vanguard in th¢ working class and the esscntial-
ly revolutionary character of the transitional program,

VIII. The Gk Striko Frogram: How the Transitionnl Program
Is AEElI»Q. ]

It is falso and self-sterilizing to try to impose upon the,
working class tho prowm-*tio formulations which the revolu-
tionary party has arrived ot in anticlpation of the needs and
demands of thc workers, or to docl with thc hesitations, exfr_';rs
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and ‘11lusions of the workers by doctrinaire lectures; 1t is cor-
rect to selze upon even the most confused initiative of the work-
. ers vhen they are actually in struggle with the capitalist class
. and to give their demands the most revolutionary interyrotations,
‘ ths ones best calculated to heighten their class consciousness
and to speced them on the road to waorkers power. * '

The program and agltetion developed by our party in connece
- tion with the demands of the General Motors workers is an ex-
E: cellent oxample oi the way in which the revolutionists can con-
2 nect the demands initlated by the workers themselves, with all
" thelr democratic and reformist i1llusions, with the transitional
program of the party. o - - ,

. The GM program as developed by Reuther does not licitl
break with the traditional reformmist, class collaboragfoﬁist
and bourgcols democratic ideology of the trade unions. .However,
implicit in this vrosram are demands which, if fought for by
ciess stru~cle methods, lead to a breach of EFhEI%%o class
‘rclations under canitalism and the establishment of the first
forms of workers control of production, It was precisely the
abllity of our party to see through the reformist and trade
unionist form of these demands and seize upon their essence,
which 1s Thoroughly revolutionary in its implications, that made
of this such an excellent ‘exemple of how to link up our trang -
tional program with tho objectively revolutionary demands which
an unstable capltallsm forces the workers to put forth,

‘ . The UAW demanded "Wage Increases without Pricc Rises" and
dcmanded that prices amd profits be subject to collective bar-
gaining clong with wages. If Rcuther intended this for moro
than 2 manuever to expose the corporatbns as the source oT,price
Increases and thercby win the support of tho middle class “pub-
lic" (an entirely justifiod and commendable tactic), he cer-
‘tainly did not intond it to go beyond some class collaboration-
1st labor-management set-up vhich gave the union officials

F - volce 1in vhat has hithorto been the exclusive sphere of manage-

FA mont. But Reuthcer's subjective intentions are of little inter-

E est to the Merxist party. What 1s of interest to us is that if
these demands woerc rsaliged by the strike struggles of the
workers and under the influencc of rocvolutionary soclallst agi-
tation they would create dual power in the factories. It 1s not
the bare form of the slogan "Wage Increases without Price In-

k- croases" that 1s docisive, it is by what methods it 1is fought

2 for that Aetermincs its content - whether reformist or rovolu-

: tionary, . o ‘ '

The struzgle for the “GM Prozram” has shown that it is notb
necessary to invent programs for the workers. The real ability
of a revolutionary socialist party 1s rcvealed to the extent
that it can toke hold of the workcrs' own progrom and clarify it
to them by drawing to thc full all the revolutionary socialist
implications of the demands which the workers thcmselves are
driven to ralse by the contradlitions of capitallsm,

" The ability of owr party to apply the transitional program

. to the actual 1ssues before the working class was further ro-
voaled in the struggle asainst rising prices, particularly when
they rosc with crisls speed that threcatenod to wipe outb tr'1§95
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goains of the strike wave., Our party extracted from the GM
Progrmn the key concopt whidh links wage increases to price con-

‘trols by mecans of workers! committees to control prices at the

point of production. The result was that our party was able to

‘base itself upon a key concept that issued from the worksrs!

own stru-gles and elaborate it into a comprchensive program of
price control throush indspendent class action. Taking the CGM
Program concept as the starting point our »rice program called
for worlors comnittecss to control prices on a deperitment, plant,
industry, regional and nationsl basis end to extend such con- '
trols from the source of raw materials, through the manufactur-
ing and processing stages ond down throughout the channels of
distribuiion where it links up with our demand for neiqhboﬁhood
comml ttecs of housewlves and consumecrs movenients, Thls program
was further rounded out by tho acmand that wherever contracts
are undcr negotiation workers demand an escalator clause

(sliding scale of wazcs) as & safeguard aguinst further price
incrcases, The latter we raiscd, hLowever, as a subsidiary,
dofcnsive, and primarily tredo unionist demand. -This price
control program of tho Workors Party is anothcr ecxample of

how to & ply ow transitional. program to the specific issues
confronting the working class by seizing hold of that alrcady
ralsed by an Important scction of tho mass movement and elaborat-

‘ing 1t into o sweeping program of dlrect workers intervention 1n-

to the ecamomy throuch class organs of control. -

Thc a~nl*cﬂb liuy of the G Prozrum, in the form wo havo
prcsented 1%, to the meny prooblems confronting the working class
in this past period indicates that it will continuc to be the
essentlal iramework for tho presentatlion of our transitional
program during the boom period,

IX. Politi'cal Re-olisnments and tho Lobor Party

Tho outstanding political developments since the cnd of
thc war arc (o) the specded-up disintogration of thc "Roosevelt
coalition”, (b} the transition of tho labor movement from a pro-
Administration to an Increasingly anti-Administration force and
(c) tho blind clley of PACism which glves riso to widesprcad

l‘third party cocmands 1n the rwinks of labor,

The disintugration of the “"Rooscvelt coalition“ was alrcady
under wey by 1940 but was slowod Gown by the "national unity™

- pressuro cngendercd by the wor, The 1942 Congrcssional clece-

tions in pqrticular rcvealed thot the Middle Western farm vote

" and the small $ovm and urban middle cless had definitcly svyung

‘back to the Republican party. Tho 1944 convention of the Domo-
cratic Party showcd that the coalition consisted primarily of
the ruhctionury, aritli-locbor South, on the one hand, and the
labor movomant (spearhcﬂdod by the PAC), on thc othor, with the
Northcrn "Bl £ity" machines acting as the brokers botwoon
thase direetly antagonistir forces, Tho coalition could only
bc mainteined by a cowmpromise thot nlaced the latter in control
vith their choice, Trumen, nominated for Vic¢~-Presidont as
agcinst. the Cundidotes of the two extremo wings, Byrnos and
Wallace, .

The cnd of the war cand the sharponlng class strugglos in
tho form of a succcssion of tremendous strikc waves and clashos
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over »rice control have placed extreme stralns upon the rem-

nants of the coalition which indicate that its extremes - labor
and the South - will soon be forced to part ways. Thls process
has been accelerated by the inept end clumsy efforts of Truman
(as compared with Roosevelt) to hold together these extremes as
the ind spensavle base for a Democratic majority. Truman's in-
tervention in the GM strike with his "fact finding" boards and

"30 day coolins of £ nronosals earned for him the immediate and

united o~-osition of the entirec labor movement, including
William “reen's threat tc “follow the British method," Howecver,
this storm was = mere pr2lude to the tempest unloosed by Tru- ‘
man's strikebrcaking role in the railroad strike. The latter
drove a vicdge into lebor's relations with the Administration
which will have long~term and far-reaching results. It revealed
with dramatic and startling suddenncess the blind alley into -
vhich PACism had lod labor when only 10 Congressmen voted
against the Truman proposals out of a Congress that PAC had .
halled as "pro-labor! whcn it was olccted in 1944 with PAC en-

dorsements. - It was this cvent, also, that unloosened a flood

of "third party" threats on the part of tho desperatec labor
burcaucracy and a renewed interest in Labor Party talk generale
ly throughout the labor movement, This development is further
spurrad on by the necd of the bourgeolsle to pass some sort of
legislation which will cripple the ability of the trade unlons
to wage strikcs. This naqd is born of tho inablility of tho ..
bourgeolsle to copec with strikos through the traditional means
of thugs, scabs, police, etc, T

'E{rery important issus before tho proesent Cobgress has re-

- voalod a consistent line-up of Scuthern Democrats and Northern
- Republicans avainst the Congrsssmen from the industrlal arecas

(mostly Democrats) who are under the dircct pressure of thelr
working class consti tuents. Just vhat kind of political rc-
alignment s this prcsages on the American scone cannot be pre~
dicted with certainty because of the many contradictory fac-
tors involved, The chiof plements are (a) the soclal conscrvate

~1sm of the Middle Wostorn and Western farmers in this period,
based upon the rclotive »nrosmerity of agriculture, which robs

labor of onc of its natural allics in the struggle against big
cepital, (b) the political effects of the trado union organiza-
tion drive in thc South upon thce southern Democratic party,

(c) the eitcet of a possible Republicaon victory in the Congres-
slonal elccti ons of this year upon the growing split in the
Democratic coalition and (d) the amount of liberal Ropublican
support that devolops for a merger with Now Dcal eloments and
labor in a third party. C ‘ ' .

The 1946 olections will tako placc without any of tho

.questions involved in a re-alignment being rcsolved. Tradition-
“al party lijics and traditionsl tactics will prcveil, thoush it

i1s 1ikcly, for the last time, The PAC will mako one last cffort
to elect a "pro-lcbor® Congrcss, an effort that is doomed to
more ccrtain fallwe than ever before, The prospects arc for

a morc réactionary Congross than the prcscent one and this de-~
velopmont may prove tho death blow to PAClsm,

This situation demands of our party not only tho continua-
tion of its forceful propaganda for a Labor Party indepcndcnt
of the bourgeols parties, but it demands morc specific analysls
of tho political alisnments taking shape and ‘tho spocific 1{17—9



-18

,demolnstrated' by the objective results of the various polit;ical'
turns mnde by the Stalinist party. o

.~ Tho Stalinist turns, to the right" as well as their turns
to the "left", cannct be julged by conventional standarés. They
are noYy determined, in the first place, by class rclations in
the given caopitallst countries or by the presswe of the masses.
They are Getermined primorily and cssentially by the changing
politlcal nssds of the Russian ruling class, The clearest

. example of thls was the so-called "loft turn' of the Stzlinist
parties in the canltalist countries following the si gning of .
" the Stalin-Hitler .poct. This "left turn' did not correspond to
a leftward turn of the masses 1n the domocratlic capitalist -
countries or to the leftward pressure of the masses, but solely
and simply to the reactionary interests of the Kromlin., How-
ever, although those are the intorcsts which determine the turns
~ of tho Stalinist partiocs aend thelr politics in genercl, the
objective consequences of these turns, especially in the working
class movoment, have en independent significance of their own,
Thus, a ‘‘rightward turn' of the Stalinists facilitatos the
strugglec against Stalinism conducted by the revolutionary Marx-
ists in the ronks of the working class; a "leftward turn",
" - such as the Stelinists in this country hove.rccontly made in
~acrordence vit» the Fremlin's foreian political necds usually
rexmers more difficult or at lcast complicates tho tasks of
‘the revolutlonists in the labor movement, emong which 1s tho
task of distinguishing oursclves from Stalinism and combatting
its influance and its demagogy. This is due slimply to the fact .
thnt o "moro radical® linc of tho Stalinists makos it easicr
for tham to win, or vin back, workers to their bannor,

It is Important to note that the limits within which these
"Meftward turns' of tho Stalinists are effective in influoncing
advanced working class elemonts are being constantly narrovied
down by virtue of thoe growlng rcalization among all scetions of
tho population that tho "radlceclism," as woll as the "opportunism,”

~of the Stalinists has nothing to do with the interosts of tho
working class but is di ctated solely by the intcrests of tho
Kremlin, In spitc of this, thx fact remnins that the Stalinists
havo not yot cxhausted thoir possivilitics of monouvering in
thc labor movemont and of Geceiving worling class militants,

The party takes the goneral position of uncompromising opposi-
tion to the totalitaricn Stclinist party in the United States.
This mcans that, as a genoral rule, the party calls upon all

4 workors to fight in cvery union contest against the Stalinist

.~ faction and its attempts to capture the lcbor movement or any

. section of it, Savo in excoptional cases, as for example where
the opposition to Stzliniam is composed of recactionary, fascist,
anti-Semitic or rackctecring cloments, the party follows tho :

" policy of joinine vith all geonuinc workking class clomenbs,
primorily wih the progressives and militants, against Stalinist
leedcershin or 3talinist ™1ds for loadership,

In the volitical field, egain save in cxcoptional circum-
"stances, the party foliows the policy of opposing candidates
running for office on the Stalinist tickot. In both tho tradc
union axd political fiolds, wo base our opposition to support of
tho Stalinists on tho ground of our opposition to a totalitarlan,
antl-democratic and anti-working class agoncy of o roactioncry,
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Gdespotic foroign power,

For the sams roason, 2s well as for the practiczl reason of
1ts utter irpracticabdility, the party does not mske pronoscls
- to the “talinist party leacdership for united front activities,
even thouw*r it favars norsicination in genvine united fronts of
the verk:.ns closs end its orzanizations in vhich the Stalinist
party mey Le & part, iowever, this ottitude toward the Stclinist
parcvy cairot siwugly de daplicated in the contact and relations
into wHch ve center, .ni must seek to enter, with rank anc file
-8tulinist workers. It 1s not only permissibple but in many cascs
necessary not only to c:yroach these workers with the most friend-
ly. and sympothetic attitude but clso to propose joint actions
,with themn on 2 chop or locol union sccle on concrete issues of
the dey. Such joint cctions can be pronosed especially under
thoso conditions, and in sucn o woy, as is calculated to deepen
. the latent conflict betweon the working closs and soclallst aspira-
tilons of the Stelinist worlers and the anti -working class, anti-
goclalist cims ond polizies of their porty, ond to accelerate
* their reak with Staliriem in the direction of revolutionary so-
clalism, In the case of Joint actions wlth rank anmd file Stalin-
1st workers or with grouns of Stclinist workers or Stalinist _
-sympathizers, the prirnciples, methods and tactics of the united
front retain all their validity and remain in full force., Our
struggle ogeinst Stalinism in the lebor movement, of which Joint
actions with rank and filec Stalirist workers wherever possible is
-one part, con be effectively carried cn by countcerposing to the
Stalinist defense of Ruscinsn imperialism our demends for demo-
-eratic rights and notioral freedom, by countercosing to 'Stalinist

1

. - bureaucratism in the unfions the demanmd for vorkers democracy, by

counterposing to the Stixlinist policy of mancuvering, intrigue
and. colla™oretion with 'mourgeols politicians and bourgeoils poli-
tics our »ro~rem of 1vJdcwendent, democratically-organized and
controlles workina-cl-ss noliticnl actlon, etc. A

al, "'Oper;tion pilzise” and Its E’ai;'-re&ching Political Sienificance

: The campaisn of oysanized labor to organize the South cannot
be considercd as a routinc recruitment drive or as an accidental, ‘
temporary and inconssquentiel phenomenon, There arce decp and power=
ful driving forces behdnd 1t, and correspondingly it will have

decp and nowcrful cficc5s upon American politics and Amerlcan so=-
clal dovelopment, o5 vcll as upon thc developmont of the struggle
of tho Nogro noople 1rg the Unitod Stotcs for full social cqueclity,
The lubor movoment, itis officizldom included, kave had their atien-
tion forcciully celled, in rcecent timcs, to tho inscparablc con-
nection bectwoen oconorgics and politics, bectweon trade unilon
struggle for wages cned the political struggle for influencing and
controlling thc govemamcnt. The sc-called sbicld of the labor
movement, tho Now Dcal scetion of thc Democratic Party, has been
ropcabtedly plorcod amd shatterod by the recactionary Bourbon scce
tlon of tho Democrati,e Party in the South, vhich cxercises an
incroasing influencc nst only in tho party but in the natlonal
legislative bodios. Ti:ls Bourbon wing joining or joined by the
Northcrn Republiceon rrcictloncorics systenieticclly cancels out or
throatcns to cancol ®ut in Ceongross all tho geoins that lzbor makos
or trics to meke in %he cconomlc ficld. L

Henec, tho or;-z,a'.nizingrdrivo of the CIO (and, to an oxtont, of
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the AFL) in the South,

It 1s of symptomatic significance that this has not been and
i1s not concelved of as a simple recruiting drive. The CIO organizers
are elther at the same time organlzers for the PAC or act as trail-
blazers for P:C orgenizers. Althourh for the time being, in its
politicai aspects, the CIO-PAC drive in the south may be considered
as a last desperate effort to keep the Democratic Party "on the
side of labor' and thus svoid the organization of an independent
political party by the workers, the fundamentcl hopelessness of
this reactionary alm si gnifics that this new and massivo political
intervention by labor in the South can only widen and nationalize,
the futurc basis oi' an indepcendent labor party. Thc significance
of the drive is, however, greater even than thils,

ha

It is absolutely impossible to think of organizing the South
into the labor movement wlthout organizing hundreds of thousands
of Fegro »rolctarions and semi~-proletarizns. The CIO in particu-
lar has danonstrated that the tvpe of organization it carrles on
end the type of Industries which it seeks to organize make 1t im-
possible to maintaln the traditionel Jim Crow barriers in the
union movement vhich the AFL has so long maintained in the South,
The ¢estruction of the Jim Crow barrier inslde the labor movement,
once 1t is esteblishe? in the 3outh - and 1t can be established
only In tire course oi the uost savage and violent strugglesthere -
is the beginning of the explosion of Jim Crow throughout Southern
soclety. T :

By the same token the orgenization of the Negroes in tho
South into the CIO camnot but have the most revolutionary consc-
guences for the development of the Negro pecople and tholr . \
struggle. At the prcsent time thc Hegro people in the United
States 1s politically worc or lcss homogeneous. Unlike the popu=-
lation as a whole, it 1s not divided 1into class organlzations,
-This is not a sim of the political advancoment of the 'Negro
people but of its political and social vackwardness. The unity of
the Negro people as a whole, a people which 1s overwhclmingly
plebian in social composition, is absolutely justified in the
strugglc egainst white impericlist oppression., The unity that
oxists today is, howover, cn cxprossion of thc backwardness of
the Negro pcoplec., ‘ : : .

The indispensablo prerequisite to a fighting unity of the
Negro poople on a progrossive and effcctive bosis is the political
and "orgmizatbnal' Géifferentiation of the Negro pcoplc into class
orgmnizctions, tondencies and movoments, In the course of this
differcnt:ation tlo Necgro proletarians, -allied with the white
proletarians, vill be in a position to take the leadership of the
whole Nesro nconle, & lcadership without which the strugglc of
the Ncgroes For rouality is doomcd to petty-bour geols ineffoctual-
ncse, ca~itulation, or outrisht sterility., The unity of tho
Negro nconle, in other words, con end must be cestablished first
- by the Scparation of ths Keyro poople into class movements and then
by its rcol liance under the lesadership of tlx proletariat,

From the standpoint of this porspcctive and this nccessity,
the CIO drivc into the South is of the most vitel and cven of his-
toric importance for tho devolopment of the class strugglc in the
- United Stotes and for the development of the struggle of tho Negro
people for cquality. ' _ ' BQQ
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For the same fundamental rezsons the party, while supporting
the. struggle, no matter how limited, of the Negro people today in
the direction of soclal equallty and agmaingt white oppression,
seeks at all times to separate out of the Negro people the Negro
proletarions and to help organize them into their own class organi-
zations ar into organizations in which their class leadership is
firmly estaeblished. Only by proceeding with this fundamental con-
coption 1s it possible for revolutionists to join and particilpate
in the work of the present-day bourgeols or petty-bourgeols Negro
organizations. Any other analysis or approach to the Negro ques-
tion in the United States leads to opportunism and helps delay the
crystallization of the Negro proletarian leadership which, allied
with the rroletarian movement in general, is alone capable of
fructifying the democratic struggle of the Negro people as a vhole
~egainst white oppression anc for full, unrestricted social equall-
ty. :

N

XII. The Applicetion of the Politijcal Line in the Qoxﬁing Pceriod

Thoueh the presentation of our line in the mass movement,
general varty agitation and lkarxist propaganda interrelate and over-
lep, it is necessary that the party clearly understand thé points
of emphesis in these threc general spheres, -

 The political line, as translated into Harxzist politics in
the mass movemnent , revolves around two key concepts - The party's
elaboration of the GM strike program amd the slogan of "Turn the
'PAC into a Labor Party." .

These two concepts are put forward under these slogans:

For ths GM Strike Program} ‘
" Wage Increases without Price Rises! |

Open the Booksl For Viorkers Inspection and Controll
‘For Workers! Control of Prices at Point of Production!
For Price Control Commlttees of Housewlves and Con-

sumers}
For en Indecpendent Labor Party!

Against Government Strikebreaking!
Lgainst the Anti-labor Offensive in Congress!
Turn the PAC into a Labor Party!

These two concopts can serve as our most effcctive vohlcles
in avproaching the masses. Because in our understanding and use
of them, thev ere imbucd with 2 solid revolutionary soclalist .
contert , they become intimately related with the general agltation
of the perty. - g _

The kcy questions on vhich this agitation must be concentrated
are: : :

Workers Control of Production,
Nationallzatibn of Industry,
For & Vorkors Governrent,

and such spccific issuos as housing, peactime conscr.’xpt:ion'»:s.ndec)l



- militarization, tho atom bomb and tho war denger, the fight for

Hegro xi_ghta, the veterans, the nctive fascists,
~ ' In promoting its agitation emd enorgotically puréuing a }'
course of putting its political 1lino beforc the working class,

“tho Party rompins vitally conscious of the requiroments of revolu-

tlionary proparanda and cducation from the point of view of Marx-

48t thcory. In gcokinr to bulld the rcvolutionary party of the
‘Amcricen proletariet, the Party catablishes tho indispensability

of =n cc‘-gcatcd veanzuard, The flcld of Marxist cducation and
propagends is vast, and tho Party proposcs to imnore no scction

~of 1t. uowever, givon the special noeds of the Porty at this

stage, and tho fact that these ncods hnve beon negloctod in tho
past foar a variety of reasons, spocinl attention must be spocifical-

1y given to tho following, particilarly in the expanded LABOR
ACTION and in THE NEW INTERNATIONAL: T

. Tho Truth about 'Rdésia"(wages, terror, triais, etc.)
W.P, Position on R{xssip. (theory of burosucratic

colloctivism) _
" Stalinism as & World Movemont (nature, methods,
- alms, ete,) = L
Anti-Semitism ond the Jevish Quostion
Political Events in Weshington o
Statiflcation of Economy

Basic Socioiogical- Trends in T.S. (shif‘ts of :
population, industries, income groups, edu~-

L | , cation, reglonal studics, etc.)

Charm:s in American Economv (offcets of New*Deal, war
' cconomy, r-latlons of banking to industrial

. N ' -
. . s - .

AY

XIII. Conclusion and Summary statément

: SN
: Just as in its internaotional rclations the courssc of victori-
ous Unitod Statos imperielism W 11 bo wracked by crisos and con-
flicts no loss scrious in theilr sum than those that produced
World War II, so will the sparks of class conflict and economic ,
cyclc in the United Statos itsclf cxpose ‘the inner coro of capital- -
ist instability. American capitalism may ochieve a surface stabil-
ity, corteoinly in comparison with the rest of the world over a

~grcat part of which it stands as master. Bencath that surfaco,

howover, the explosive elcments of capltalist chaos, imperialist
rivalry, class warfarc and intcrmatlonal discontent are casily
discerniblec, : : :

Alonc among tho capitalist nations, the United States is
today capable of continuing tho wartimc cconomic revival into o
perli od poacctime boom. But the ceconomic cnergios that were re-
leased by tho war's tcrmination aroc parallcled by tho class
onergy of the Amcrican prolotariat, Vigorous ceconomlic actions,

8o
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as characteristic of the American working class as its political
backwardness, will be particularly characteristic of the period
eshead, To tLrenslate this class vigor into political independence
is at once the great need of the American workim class and the
particular responsibility of revolutionists. Linked with this
responsibility are oprartunities of genuine dimension., The party
proved it s revolutionary measure and its distinctive ability to

- sconvey ths transitionidl progrem into the speciflc context of the
American life during the war years., VWiith & membership deeply rooted
in the factorles and unlions, and armed with the transitional pro-
gram the party has every reason to face the period ehced with con-
fiaemo in its growth and the reception of its prop‘ram.

+ The cmino period will be one of great- prcparation for the
futurc,, The party iaust loarn how to apply its transitional pro-
gram in the light of the coming class battles and learn how to

- 1ink them to the immedlato needs of the macses as well as to our
ultimate morl =tich 1s the establishment of a socihlist United

gf ~ States.




