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Dear Comrades:

I want to draw the very serious attention of the N.C, to the

following situatlon in the United Workers Movement.

1, In Buffalo the Movement is over & hundred strong, including Top
Grievance Committee men and shop stewards in the largest steel plant
in this area. These men have been recruited to the Movement only

through careful planning and organization.

2., The U.W.M. has already carried out political activlty on bebalf
of Negroes in Buffalo, which has given 1t status among the Negro,n
and the organized labor movement, - ,

3, In Detroit same of our comrades have ﬁegun g Movemenﬁ. Membors’
of the U.W.M., from Buffale went up and took part in the opening m:ot-
ing end the prospects are very good. \

. There are also prospects in Cleveland, Chicagﬂ and other cities
3n the Bast and West. I also have contacts among Negro steel workers
€11 over the country. They are anxious to begln such a Movement as

 {ii¥on;men, They approve entirely of tho oonstitution and aims of

e Buffalo UW.M.

44 The' Buffalo U.W.M. now has plans to make the Movement a Natlional
Movement. I am in sympathy with those plans. I feel that the wholo
situation calls for it, but as a disciplined party mombor I am seek-
ing tho approval and advico of thc N. C. on a matter of such 1mport-

aNnNcCol.e )

5« Tho N.C. however must realize the position in which I find mysal.

-Four of tho. members of the Exccutlve Board of the U,W.M. are old

party members. They know how the W.P. functions, They arc suspi- -
&ilous of mc. as a mcmber of the W.,P. and as a member of thc United

Wgrkors Movement. I therefore have to be very careful in my attitud

t8 proposals:,. ctc. for tho Movement. The N.C.» I hopo, will reallzc
that in the U W, Movement I can go only so far as thc membership ana
pdrticularly tho leadership will let mo go. o

6. The situation in the Buffalo branch of the W.P, hcs not been
good for-a long time. If today the lecadeors of the U.W.M. arec ox-
party members, whoevor may be responsible, at least I tried to keep
them party members. I have told them over and over again that the
UW.M, alma.at making good union men, struggling for Negro right,
and educating lts members in sueh a way that on the basis of thoir
practical experience and education,. the best of them will become
matcrial for the W.P.

7« Thore is a division in the W.R. on the Negro question. I sup-
port thc minority, but I understand that the position of the majori.
ty allows the formation and support of such organizatlons as the
UW.M. In my opinion this must bo made clear to tho Buffalo branch.
Too many party members bolicve that a Negro organizatlion must be a
kind of Necgro odltion of the W.P., as onc Comrado says, must bo
orientod towards the party, and thoy critlcize the Negro organiza-
tion as if 1t had the program of the W,P, This is wrong and must bc
cleared up.

1

8. I roquest a free, frank and full discussion of tho situation
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with the N.C., at the coming convention period. I wish to undertake
this work because I know first the importance of the W,P. and the
revolutionary education and leadershlp it can give. That 1s why, in
splte of many disappointments and conflliots, I remain, as I have
always been, & party man, desplte all the pressure of thoae who work

» wlth me in the shop and the U.W.M., which have been dlsappointed in

the party. At the same time I want to get from the party an under-

:standing of the great posslbllities of the U.W.M. organization, %cc.
afor the class struggle and for the party. I wish to be able to gel
&Irom the party the constant advice and political direction that -vi:-

the party oan give, but I wish to get this from the party, as a
+party believing in the aims and purposes of the U.,W. Movement. I
have a great influence in the U.W.M. All plans, manifestoes, panm

-~ ‘phlets, etc. of the movement, I can influence a great deal. I wa.t

the party to help me with these and I will struggle to got as mauy
of those and as much of them as possible accepted by the U.W.M.

' If the party leadership and particularly the N.C. will taks %he
lcad in clarifying thls matter for the party, then I belleve despit>
past conflicts and political differences, a good job can be done
and the party will beneflit in influence, in prestige and in member-
ship. But to do this the party membershlp must not have a hostile
attitude to the Negro organization and the party membership must nouv
have the attitude that because the Negro organization docs not fol-
low the line of the W.P. in everything, therefore it must ‘be con=

~demned and the W.P. members in it to bo blamed.

9 If there is a good discussion and these points are ¢leared up
I am confident that not only the work of the W,P, members in tho
U.W.M. organization will. be helped, but that the task of getting
the Buffalo branch on a good basis for tho post-convention poeriod
will be helped also. I have concrote plans to put before the N.C.
on tho Nogro organization and shall do so at the coming mcetling.

With Fraternal Greeotlngs,

Comrade Jones
Buffalo Branch
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RESOLUPION ON THE INTERNATION.L CONFERENCE OF THE FOURTH INTERN.TIONAL

~

The Workers Party solldarizes 1tself with the Fourth International
® on the general strateglc pespcctives for the world revolution and the |
" tasks outlined for the Fourth International in the Political .
Resolution adopted at the Conference. g o -

' . The Vorkers Party also welcomes the increassed recognition by the
Conference of the positive role of the struggle for self-determination
of all oppressed rations. This however, is, llke all other democratic.

ﬂiir slogans closely related to the character of our epoch and. the o
@ . revolutlonary perspectives outlined by the Conference. ‘

: Coh
" The Workers Party, however, condemns the April Conference for 1lts
. false and mislending analysls of the role of Russian imperisllism in '
the imperialist war juat concluded ~nd the irmedlate post-var period. -
This affects both the strateglo perspectives and tactlcal tasks,

~ partlcularly in areas continguous to Russia, To state, for example,

- that certain sections of the Fourth International should "tolerate ’
the presence of the Red iamy only to the extent that it is a friendly

<. proletarian grmed forcc..." is merely another excmple of the false
-positions, dlsorienting the proletariat cnd the Fourth International,

- which flow from the ircreaslogly untenable attempts to maintaln the

" position of Trotsky on the Russian question. Under the circumstances,

1t is imperative, therefore that the Ipternational re-examine its

Russian position and begin & full, frce democretlically-conducted
“dlscussion throughout the Fourth Internationel, in peeparation for a .
.- World Yongress at which all positions on Russia, advocated by those
L. holding the principles of the Fourth International, will bec represented

, The Viorkers Party dtrongly condemns the omisslion:in the Conforence
report any recommendation for the unity of the forces of the Fourth
. International in the United States. This 1s not merely an _ G
¥ .orgnnizational question of great importance for the Fourth Internatiom
i . but at the present moment in particuler an essentlal politlecal task,
" necessary to asslst the /merican proletariat In 1ts attempts to D

ralse 1tself to the level of the tasks Imposed upon it by history.

\

The Yorkers Party welcomes the determination of the Fourth

" Internatlional Conference, in its own words, “to insist upon the
necesslty of putting this VYonference on record at the very outset
.as having o desire to afflirm thc existence of the Intenanilional as a

World Party cndowed with a centralized leadership, and to work

toward this task." ' S S
i?' '>f . | o ’ | J.R. Johnson:
3 _ L . : for the VWorkers Part
May 26, 1946 . T Minorlty R
v ’ : : Co :
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RESOLUTIONAON THE F.I. .ND THE I.K.D.

‘ 5, .
The "orkers Party endorses the Section of thc resolution of the
recent Conference of the Fourth International on the IKD which reads

ns follows._ ‘-

“(a) It unaninously condemns the revislonist ldeos,'contuined in

- © the documents written since 1941 by the IKD leadership (Three Thesi

i "gocialisnm or Barbarism," Problems of the European Revolution")

.I‘

leadership of the IKD has substituted for out transitioncl nnd
socinlist program, which corresponds to the objective historical

~ character of our epoch and remains fundementelly that of the soclallst
.. revolution, & natlonal-democratic program, based on "the necessary
detour of the democratlc revolution " and on the perspecctive of the

"coming great nutlonol democratio wars of llborntion of all the oppress
peoples of Europe. - - , A L ..

The Fourth Internatlonal docs not minlmize the importﬂnce of the

'siogan of sclf-determination for every people, or of other democratic

slogans in genernl; but 1t does not separate them from the rest of 1ts
transitional. and soclalist program, it does not put them forwurd
even for a limited period as ends in themselvos, nor does 1t proclaim
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intermedlate stoge of M"democratic revolution," to be accomplished

by "all the people" qnd dlstinct from the soclqlist proletﬁrL
revolution."” , ,

" The charncter of the polltical posltlons of the IKD ‘hnve raised
the questlon as to whether these .posltions are compntible with
mertbership in the Fourth Internatfonal. Thls 1s o serious question

" which can be decided only by a full nnd complete discussion with the

IKD during which all the Implications of thelr position wlll be drawn

"and they will have the opportunity of ezpressing tnemselves upon then
" cleorly ang unamblguously. o ‘

-

- On the question of . the opposition to imperlqlist war, the
opposition to thedemocratic imperinlists? the opposition to Stalinism
the question of colonial Independence nnd other fundamentcls of our
movement the IKD 1ls, to our knowledgo, Iin completo atrecment with

w.the Pourth International., For thils reason the questlon of the :
¥ . compatibllity of thelr views with membership of the Fourth Internations
© 1s noither to be lightly rulsod nor llghtlv qnswered. - = :

——

B

. The Conference of the fourth Internctionsl. in Qectlon B of 1ts
resolution on the IKD invites what 1t designntes as the "prosent o
lecdership of the IKD" to recgroup thosc elements "who bzse themsclves

‘upon the platform of the Fourth Ipternctional ond submlt to the

dlsolplinc of its conventions and its executiye bodies, and to organize
them in Germany 1tself as the official German scction of the Fourth
Internntional." In section C of its resolution, the Conference

- "invites the leadership and the members of the IKD still aborend to

carry out the declsions of thce Conference, to submit to the discliplinc

f:of the new IEC ond IS, and to prepare as rapidly ns possible for -
. .thelr roturn to Germany, in nccordqnoe with the 1nstructions and

;,;:,,v-‘directivcs of the International." SV ‘ _ 8|5
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) Such a formulation of tho question is nmbiguous and 1s open to
i the Intorpretation that the leadership and the members of the IKD
®.  abroad are, in effect, belng rend out of the International. The very .
% -  foct that in a document of this kind, such an interpretotion can be
: made is indication that the document is not in the best tr~ditions of
t - Bolshevism and calls for censure of tho Confercnce in rognrd to 1ts '
.. procedure with the IED. .

3 ,The Workers Party declarea to the Intornntional Secretnriat thnt
.- while its toking posltion on the political ldens of the IKD 1s not
only legitmate but justlflod, so serious a charge os revisionian

demanded

a) wide and full discussion nnd dissenmination of the opposing ide
in nll sections of the Internotional. , ,

b) all possible efforts by the IS to include the participatbon nt
the Conference discussion of qualified representatives of the authors
-of the IKD documents. A o, :

‘ c) ‘clear unambiguous statements, not only as. to the polltlcul
attltude but the organizational coviclusions to be drawn and measures
-to be takcn. ' |- ) . :
) a) oxpliclt provision for ultim. te ratlflcstlon of all declslons
by a World Conference of the Fourth Internatlonal. _ .

2 The Workers Party (a) makes - recommendation to the International
. . to follow the above procedure in rogard to the IKD. (b) recommends to
“.the IKD at homc and abroad that they meke the some proposals to the -

f. I.S.

e '~ The Workers Party demands from the incoming National Committee a

- clear statement in regard to the political conclusions of the IKD,

: porticularly ngs expressed In Scection Vili, p 340 of thelr document,
Capltalist Barbarism or Socialism," New International October 1944,

. .a )
This is particularly necessary becnusc the Workers Party seeks
affiliation with the F.I. which has unanimously condermmed the politice
- 1lino of the IKD and today has as 1ts alm unity with the SWP vkich’ ’
*  supports the stand of ‘the Fourth %nternntion"l. .
, b :
Bgcause the Germnns have expressed themselves with the utmost
freedom in the party press and in the internal bulletin for nearly
elghtecn months without any reservation {except on the Bussimn questio
¥ from the party leadership with the exceptlion of Johnson., The party
.  sharply condemns the qbuse of the Fourth Internationol by the Germans
¥ which has appeared in the New nternational.

. a) 1nasmnch as the document of the IKD constitutes a un*fied

theoretical and political thesls and

b) sections of the outgoing leadership of ‘the party have recommended

this document to the membership, (not hesttating-to call 1t the ‘

greqtest contribution to Marxlism slnce the death of - Trotsky.) The

. party would also welcome from the leadorship particim tion In an

g educational discussion in the partx on the thcories and politlcal

.. 1doas of the German oomrades. 5/26/46 JRJ ~Minority WF
- - . | 816 '
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' May 16, 1946

' Amendment offered by Comrade Bill Barton to the Majority
Resolution on the International Question and referred to
the convention, on a motion by Comrade Garrett, by the
Brooklyn UAW Branch.

In their,paftlcipatlon with the magses in ﬁhelr current

" struggles based upon thelr present level of consciousness and as-

pirations, the revolutionary socicllsts must at all times emphasire
thelr internatlionalist program and perspectives. The solutions »of
immedlately vital problems (food, economic rehabllitation, etc.;
cannot even be meaningfully osed in any other fashion. The alt.r re-

‘tive for Europe is Soclallst in ernatlonalism or the "internatiocnui -

lsm' of imperialist oppression.
" Both~’ the imperialist politicos and the masses are thlnklng

| and talking of a supra~-national order - the need for which has besn

made more dramatic by the development of atomlc power. The slogan
of a free Union of- Eyropean Soclalist States is nccessary to comhat
the fake "union" proposals of Churchill, DeGaulle (Western Bloc)
and .the Stalinists (Danublan Fgderation) as well'as the. porvadin
chauvinlams. It cannot be consldered a mere propagandisggc slogan,
as 1s true of the presentation of the complete sociallst answer in

" tho U.S. today. It is an immcdlately relevant corollary to demo-
. cratic demands, rerticularly national frecedom. Only with thils ac~

companying ldea can the workers of England, France and Russia be in~
torestod in the ond of the occupation of Germany. Only within an
internationalist framework can the scttlemont ‘of boundary disputcs
be proposcd In terms of the deslires of the people in the. disputed
torritoriocs Instead of the dloctates of power politles. Only thus
can thorc be a feasible answor to the popular clamor for rcparations
from Gormany for looted and destroyed material. Only with this con~
tral lgea is 1t pessible to campaign for the cnd of Amorican Im-

perialist domination of Europce -

+



