DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE JEWISH !
QpESTION . \J

. r

Moder caplitalist antibsemitism, flumr{shing in the rotten
-8011 of decaylng capltallism, is a new phenomenon differing radically
from previous forms of antl-semitism and from almost all other forms
-of national or colonial oppression,

In the post, the anti-scmitic program called for thé ex-
tinction of the Jews as a separate national -or religious community
and thelr forced dissolution in the surrounding nztion. It offered
‘the Jews a real alternative to expulsion--adoption of the dominant
falth and culture.,

| Capltallst-totalitarian anti-semitism, however, plans and
" sexecutes an annihilatory pollicy that signifieds the complete and
otal physical extermination of the Jews. Whether 1T employs
cold pogrom" techinque of the Polish Enlteks, whereby the Jewlsh
population 1s to be campltely frozen out of economic life and slowly
. ‘starved to death, or the more rapid and scientific Nazi process of
: gas chamber murder, the goal 1is the same .

Theriost brutal 1mper1¢lism on the other hand, generally seeks
pnly the subjugation ond exploltction of the peoples it rules and not
thelr full destruction, The content of national and raclial

. pppression, in the non-colonlsl areas, is the degredetion and

! ubjuge tion of the oppressed people and their extinctlion only as a

~ notional community. Even antl-Negroism in the U.S. 2nd South Africa
#eldom go beyond the desire to "keop the Negro in his place" as a

L servile, second class citizen. The subject peoples are 68fered
reallstlc alternstives--Death or Slavery. The distingulshing

‘characteristic of totalitasrian-capltellist anti-semitism 1s lts total

rejection of the Jews even as most abject slaves.,

_ Thus, in e fundomental sense, the very physical survival of
Jews 1s dependent upon the overthrow of capitelism and the victory of
Socinlism. 'The Jgwlsh U~ proletarlat 1s in nced of revolution more
than any other," ,

While ‘1t is thereforec, correct to say that the maln cause of
anti-gsemltism is to be found in the nature of capitalls class rela-
tions and that the fundocmental solution to the Jewish problem lies

in the participation of the Jewish masses in the working class
struggle for the abolition of capltollism anu the construction of a
free socinlist soclety, 1t 1s not on immedinte nor a sufficient answer
to the needs of the uprooted, homeless rerncnt of Buropean Jewry which
finds 1itsélf in a2 M"worse plight than that of any war torn people of
Europe "

For the ovorwhelming gajority of these gas chamber escapees, with no
real future in thelr former homelands, tho question of #@ninteruppted
and freec immigration into Palestine and other countrlies has become

a life and death question. The genersl right of unrestricted
emigration and immigration is a principle always recognized in the
world socialist movement as one of the elementary, gonulnely ;
democratic rights to be defended by the working class movement, must
bo specificnlly demanded and vigorously fought for in the instance

of European Jewry.
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- ".11 barriers against thelr imnigration to the countles
| they choose must be broken down. For Socialists in the United
tates, in this the richest nation in the world =«nd one having
industrial asnd agricultural resources for o population many times
the present size, this means tn the first place, the struggle
agoinst cxclusion of Europe's Jews from this country. We must
fight for the rerlization of the slogon "Open the Doors of the
Uni ted States"

The existence of a powerful, spontzneous mass desire among
: the Eyropean Jews to emigrate to Polestine and to participnte there
"in the bullding of ocnational territorial center is a fact that must
play a key role in dcterminlng the cttitude of soclalists towards the
rdirection of Jewish emigration,

‘,‘

Their desire to go to Palestine has thus far been thwarted by
‘a reac tionary alliance betwecn British imperialism and the feudal
leaders of the 4rabd natlonaliat movement.

British imperialism, in order to retain control in the
erusiol area of the Near and Middle East, which is a bridge between
three continents, a gigantic and relatively unexhausted reservolir
of oll, dbliberately fosters ubab=Jewlsh hostility. 1t courts the
Arab world by closing the gates of Palestine to Jewlish immigrants and
deliberately tontrives to present the coming of the Jewlsh masses as
‘the: specrhead of o hcted forelgn invasion, The sgruggle for free
‘4mmigration into Prlostine means, in the first place, a milltant
struggle ageinst the restrioctive barrlers imposed by British
imperianlist domination and a struggle agninst the lying propaganda
of British and Stalinist imperianlism that the Jewish movements into
‘Palestine 1s an imperlalist invasion. The revolutlonary Marxlsts
of the United States, Palestine and bn%land must champion the
demand to "open the gotes of Palestine"., We must give conuitional
and critical support to the herolc struggle of Palestinian Jewlsh
xouth to destroy the imnigration barriers by operating an illegal

underground railway" and by armed resistance to all police ef%orts
to end 1llegal immigration. at the same time we must condrmn in

the clearest and sharpest terms the reactionary political program of
officlal Zionism, which not only prevents the Jewish masses from
beconing "mrt and pmrcel of the’anti-imperlalist revolution which
will shope the future of ..sia" but also condemns the Palestinian

Jews to the fote of other historic Levantine peoples (the Lrmenigns~
and fissyrilang)who permitted themselves to become tools of imperlallst
protectors,

.. The bankruptcy of all Zionist porties--reformist sociallst,

seml~stalinist and bourgeois--is most clearly demonstrated by their

.fallure to work out a concrete program for 1nternﬂtional unlity of the
Lrab-Jewish masses in Palestine.

Responsibility for the ennlty between the two peoples must be
shared by the Histadrut (General Federatlion of Jewish Labor) wlth the
Arab and Jewish reoctionaries and the British Colonial Office. The
organized labor movemept of Palestine has followed a short-sighéed,
ruinous policy of pushing the working masses of *he farms and cities
into separate national economles (Kibbush iwvoday=--"capture of work
' Dplaces)., The organizational consequence of this pollcy-~formation
- of sepnrate, national unions by Jewish and ..rab workers to functlon
exclusively in thelr respective nctional economic sectors, was and
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‘§ and 1s a chief obstacle in the path of genuine Arub-Jowish unity. \J

Only whore the .rab and Jewish workers work side by sice
: (In the government sector of mixed employment) does united
4 proletarlan class struggle succeed in cutting through nationalist
F 4 burrlers. AS was demonstrabed by the insptring unity of arab and
i Jewlsh workers in the rccent rallroad ond postal workors strikes.

4 These strikes highlight the orying need for united trade
- 3 unions and workers organizatlions encompassinh both LIrab and Jewish

. workers. The revolutionary soclalists of Palestine must, above all

- elae, struggle agalnst the rcactionary separations of Palestin.. n
~workers Iinto national $rade unlons and parties. The demagogy of the
¢ labor zlonlsts, who defend thls practive on the ground that the
orgenized Jewlish woraers with thelir high union standards would other-
wise suffer from the unregulated coripetition of the backward low
pald, .irad fellaheen, rmust be oxposed as folse "progressive"
oamouflage for anti-~democratic nationallst politics little different
from the open chauvinism of the urab Trade unions,

' Histadtrut convention resolutions for urab-Jewish.unity are
worse than meaningless as long as the labor zlionists continue .in
paractice to exclude arad labor from the Jewlsh economy and support
oint trade unlon action only for Jewish and Arab workers 1in the

§ ehploy of the government or foreélgn corporations. The fact thot

© the .rab natlonallst are even nore guilty of national excluslonism
an hardly justify thls short sighted prottice which destroys the
ery foundations >f unity betwc 'n the arab and Jewlsh proletarlat.

‘ The undoubted reactionary character of the Zionist movements
‘support of the Britlsh mandste (or a new U,M, trusteeship) must
however, not be permitted to obscure the fact that the long run

. interests of Jewish natlonalism aro Ilncompetible with British or
“other Impericlist rule of Palestine, . ,

-

' To cling to the outdated, oversimpllflcd, Comintern character-
‘1zation of Zlonism as nothing more than "an agent of British imperial~
‘$sm" 1s to ignore the intense anti~impericllist temper and ctivitles
- of the Palestinian Jewish masses, and the ever growlng confllct

T e ‘intpn %' -h rasses
of interests between these two forces. It ls not at all accidental
that the Zionist apgeal to British Imperialisrn to create what
‘Weltzmann called a "Jewlsh Island outpost for British interests
in an L4rob Sea", on the supposed "Providentail basis for a
perncnent alliance between England and a Jewish Palestine"
(Jabotinsky), has falled utterly cnd proved 1llusory,

‘ The Workers Party rejects the old Conintorn fhrmulae which
falled to distintulsh clearly betwe n the leglitimate, democratic,
national asplrations of the Jowish masses for survlval as a national
community and the reactionary parties that presume to pepresent
them. Whether these popluar desires should take the path of "

""natlonel cultural autonomy" (Jewish Bund of Bland and Russla) or
thot of acquiring a territorial and econonlc base for group - survival
(tettirorialism and Zionimm) is o mattor for selfedecterninction
by the oppressed by the dppressed Jewlsh masses. ‘

A8 revolutionary socialéts we ccnnot but reject the attemp;s
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to impose an aasimilatlonlst persrective on the Jewish masses as a
species of cultural imperiaiism, Whether or not the Jewish masses
should subrerge thelr identity into the surrounding veoples in whose
midst they llve or seek 4o yreacrvethemselves as a nation, is fopr

them to declde, '"Just as mankind «an remlize the abolitlion of
classes only thgourh the the transiiional period of the dictatorship
of the oppressed slass, so mankinc can realize the inevitable

fusion of natlons only through tho perlod of camplete emancipation

of all the oppressed nations, l.e., self-determination, " (Lenin)

Marxists huve long declared that true national freedom and
- Indgpendence for any minority nationallty or small state 1is
impossible under imperialism, In that sense 1t .ls true to say as
Erber "The aspirations of the Jowish people for a state of their
own can only find 1ts genulne rcalization as a Jewlsh Commonwealth
in a VWorld Socialist Fedoration". , ‘

This does not however provent us from raising the slogans
of National Independence and attempting to use these sentiments
- as o tronsitional slogan for the socialist revolution. The same can
and rmust be done in relatlion to the Jewish desires for a national
home. This national struggle does not conflict with the need of
- general revolutlonary struggle agalnst world imperialism and for the
proletarian revolution. . '

It is the task of the revolutlonary soclallsts to eductate
the Jewlsh masses to an awareness that thelr aspirations canxot be
achkeved wlthin the framewori of decadent capitalist imperiallsm;
that the struggle for thelr deomocratlc demands can find its only
true expression in the struggle for liberating Soclolism against
both capltallst and beanurocratic collectivist imperialisnm.

The Yorkers Pary warns the Jewlsh mas ses against the danger
of a negative, despalring attltude towards the defense of Jewish
and other democratlc rights outside of Palestine. There can be no
freedom and independence in Palestine ln a worldtominated by a
reactlionary Europe and .merlca,

The J .wish masses must learn to understand, what many of them
already sense, that the Blg:Three Imperiallst world is their mortal
enemy; thet the struggle against antl-semltism cannot be conducted
apart from the struggle for all deomocratic rights and apart from
the fight of the proletariat for 2 soclalist socletye.

. Ths problem of Palestine is not in the first place a
_problen of iLrab-Jewish relations but rather a problem of British
imperialist domination over both Lrabs and Jews. The solutlion of
the Palestinlan problem must therefore, begin with the struggle of
the peoble against British iLuperinlist rule. This struggle proceceds
under the slogan of "out with the Britishy /A free Palestine for
both Lrabs and Jewst Not the British, but the pcojoes of Palestine.
can decide 1ts futurs, .

The strugglc for »~ free, deomocratic Palestinc must be a
struggle fought on the basls of Jewish-.radb unity, Every nctlonal
and religious issue which Jews and sarabs pernit themselves to be
divided over 1s another prop for British rule, 877
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The - slogan for a frec Palestine finds 1ts concreteé political \J
exmresslion In the demand for'tho immédiatoe convocation of a
| .Cohstituent issembly, elected by direct, secret, univeranl suffrage
.of men and worien over 18, Thls demand must be the crowning slogan
. for any genuinely democratic program for Palestine today. The
"reactionary character of the Zionlst parties 1s seen preclsely in
ithelr oppostion to this slogan. From the extreme right wing to the
post left, all Zionist tendeunciocs stand united in oppostion to a
oonstituent assembly elected by universl suffrage until a Jewish
me jority 1s assured. Not only does the position of Zionism make
gt an ob¥lous too¥ but 1t plays Into the hands of the most
geactlonary 4rab nationallst elements. The latter use this reactlonar;
role of Zionlsm as a neans of assurling thelr own reactionary domina-
tion over the ALrab masses, and thereby, to undermine all *  ‘tneLlca
 &endencles toward Arab-Jewlsh unlty. :

' ig demonstrated by every other democtratic revolution of
pur epoch, the only class in Palestine that will prove itself
pabable of leading a thoroughfolng revolutionary struggle agalnst

itish imperialism 1s the Pelecatinian proletariat. The jroletarlan
2lass struggle against economic cxplottation unites all tollers
‘and serves as the bridge across all reactionary natlonalist
“darriers.

g The revolutlonary Marxist party must help the Jewish and
? gpob workers find thelr way to each other in a common economlic and
litical struggle, directed agalinst all explotters and oppressors,
SgItIsE, Arab and Jewish.

P To do this the revolutionary soclalists rmust advance the
following program: ,

l., Immedliate independence from British domination and the
fconvocation of a constituent assambly.

» 2. Agalnst an 4rab State. igalnst a Jowlsh State. For an
independent, democratic, representativc,unltary, multi-national
republlc.

L.}

3. For free and unrestricted immigration into Palestine,
Agalnst reactioaryimmigretion barrlers and restrictions.

L]

4, Land to the Fellaheen (peasants),

. + 5. Abolition of the usury system. Free credlt to the
‘ ™ asantrye. ' ’

- 6. For united organs of proletarian olass struggle--organiatit«
¢ of Jewlsh and Arab workers and pessants into the same unions and

. class struggle organlizatlons,

7. For an autonomoos, Socinllist Palestine, within the
Near East Federation of Socialls Republics, /

The question of a constituent assembly can-ot be posed in the
‘abatract, separate and apart from the legitimate fears of the Jewish
population, who are well aware that the cardinal demand*: of the

#of Imperlallsm 878
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.Arab Nationalist movemént 1s the stoppage of all Jewish immigration \J
into Palestine, that most of the reactionary irad leadera favor
repatrlation of the Jews who came to the country after Vorld Var

I.

The revolutionary Marxist barty can not and does not ask the
Jewish masses to meke a unilaternl sacrifice of their democratio
gend datlional rights.

Similarly, the opposition of the Arab masses to continued
Jewish irmligration stems from theirjust fears of becoming a de-
nationalized minority in a Jewish State,

The majority of the peqie of Palestine have the right to
democratically declde the fate of thelr own country throughademocratic
constituent assembly. ‘However, the majority péople have no right
to deprive the minority people of its national and civil rights,.

* Only a politiéal progfﬂm that éXpresses the ngtlonal aspira-
4ions of both peoples of Palestine can forge the indidpensible
enti=imperialist unity of the arab-Jewish massess . .

"The successful conduct of the struggle of the Palestinian
proletariat on behalf of natlonal and soclal emancipatlion can only
e gliaranteed by the existence of & powerful, revolutionary,

Marxist party, firmly rooted.amongh the Lrab and Jewlsh tollers.
ghe contributionod the Yourth Internationalist movement toward the
solution of the Jewlsh question and the Palestinian question, must
begin wlth all asslatance twoard the establlshment of such a party
in Palestlne. :
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