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RVPORT ON DﬁTROIT

By Herman Benson

The continuing problem of the Detrcit branch is the following
(1) The branch is excellently placed in the shops and in other tyﬁes
of mass actlvity. It can and does carry out its work effectively and
effeciently as demonstrated in the recent election campaign, (2) but
this activity has only to a ‘tiny degree been reflected in the form of
real contacts and sympathizers for the Party and not at all in the '
form of recrults. The. last recruit to join the party did so in April -

of this ynar Since that t1m° we have not recruited a single member.; féiﬁ

This has been a prdblem for some time, but in the past period
the "normal® difficulty was intensified when the attention of the
branch was inevitably turned inward by the developments in the unity
negotiations and later by the Johmsonite split, Right after the

split, our branch entered -the election campalgn, wnich while 1t was o
of great value to the party in every respect, does not automatically -

lead to the personal. and intimate type of contacting required for
recrulting. The branch in the next months will have to try to
capltallze on the ‘successes of the electlon campaign.

Mcmbership-
Membership as of December ZL 1946 o ) 'f_, SR ) §
Transferred Out "' f'” 3 "‘_,” o e
Resigned o ' 1 :
Dropped : ‘1 R 3

- 8plit o -

(#this figure 1nc]udes people
‘who had been transferred out of

our branch’'immediately before
the split, But in actuality they
Spli‘ from our branch.) 3 "i:
A 15)

Total continuous_membership in thisAperiod ......;,, 16

Recruits: ’ B
(s#¢Thls includes 1 person
who was dropped and 1s SO re-
-corded above.)

Rejoin : - W'A 1
Transfer in ' 1 o , _
Ce . ——— ‘ 5

'Nembel"ship aS Of OCtOber 15, 1947..0.00-0-0.-.-...00 21
Net loss Lo the Party - 8 ' : S B3O




unions, mostly the UAW, ~Ori& wWowman became-a member .of a white collar
union and soon was elected president of her local, a small local,

(The three non-unionists include the full-time Party organizer,)

A1l are active in their unions, hold positions of responsibility as
stewards, officers, heads of committees or active members of com- -
mittees, In the UAW we have been actlve in the factlonal fight carry-

E.

tion; 1if 'so, we will have missea ‘'out in three cases by small margins,
We have four delegates on the local CIO Council and have particlpated
in discussions on key 1ssues, esnecially political action.

A Vhat was sald in the Openi_n"r paragraph of this report holds for
our shop work. Only one of our comrades has succeeded in getting a
small group of sympathizers for the Party in his shop, These are all
‘Negroes. In another shop where the prospects for the Party looked
- promising, we ran into a bilt of hard ludck’ when the company moved
-production to another city and laid off most of the workers in the
. shope . Our -comrade here who reached a good position in the local is
“now left in a tiny plant most of whOSc workers are older, and more.
f'conservative mene S o S _

Neﬁro WOrk- ' In two shops we are. trying to get the union to

borhood of the plants. This work 1s moving very slowly through no
fault of ours, In one neichbcrhooa which was & white nelghborhood
j. . Negroes have begun to move in, One of our Negro comrades 1ives here
- and we have begun to discuss tle posoibilities of doing work on a
‘,community basi s among the Negroes. , - — o

% Youth: ° The one or two ycuth contacts which we haVe are in the
. local unlversity. Ve ‘have assigned one comrade to take a couple of
2’coursec there in oraer to get 1nto the student activity.‘

" Tenants: Two of our young ‘women comrades have done an A=l job

' the Stalinists have been active, This became one of the few genulne
g - tenants groups in the city, if not the only_one, This julcy plum
-was too attractive to be overlooked by the unlon bureaucrats assigned

with in‘tenants work, The local CIC Council is controlled by the

. Addes-CP group and the head of CIO tenants work locally has been in-’
?tervenlng in this tenants council with the objegt of pitting the
"real" tenants against our comrades, with some success. In this mis-
erable task, a Cannonite who is on the Executlve Board of the CIO
Council has been allied with the Addesite. Ve have decided to
strengthen our work 1n the council by adding four peOple to ‘tenants

- work, ' .

LABOR ACTION: In the March sub'drive; our branch WOnfthe banner
awvard although we di d not completely fulfill our quota. The best
feature of this arive’ was the fact that we got a good proportion of
the subs in the shops. Recently, the main use of LABOR ACTION has
been for free distribution in our clection campalgn, .

2 'However, we have already sold about 70 coples of our 150 guota of the'

s -

Shops_end Unfons: All but three of our comrades are members of

ing out our policy. . We may not have any delegates to the UAW convenw

~in starting e tenants council, starting from nothing in an area where .

- to housing work by the UAW who had nothing else to concern themselves .

va INTERNATIONAL- This has been a neglected phase of our work, )

)

‘organize a fight agalnst discrimination in restaurants in the neigh- 1"'“

UAW issue of the NI.75U54‘ LT e B TN IR
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Educational Vlork: TNo formal classes were successfully held in
this whole period slthough two or three werce attempted. The nain edu-
cotional work has been at brench meetings., Dlscussions here fell
into threa main categories (some OJorlapped):’ (1) Discussions or the
UAV situation and its 1lmplications; (2) Discussions on unity and
discussions (really attempted dioCUn31onu) with the Johnsonites on .
various matters relating to the then-forthecoming split; (3) Discus=-
slong on the Lcti ve Vlorkers Cohference,

Election Cqmpaian' This was our main activity for the pegt three
months anc is. reported on scparately,

[ \

#H#p

REPORT ON SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA BRANCH
‘ December 1, 1946 to Sept 1, 1947

By Larry O'Connor

I. Membershlp

In January of this vedr the branch had 21 active members. Of
these, four were in one industrJ (auto), four scattered around in
1ongsho"e, railtroads, machinists ana waitresoes, nine were »bite '

 collar workers, three students and one a housewife.

B@uveen Pecember 1946 and Sentember l, 1947, ten mpnbers were

" recruited to the branch and two moved here from Southern California,

During the same period, six Johnsonltes resigned from the Party, ard
one probationary member resigned for personal recasons, Of the John-
sonites, two had been recrulted during the period in qoestion, the ‘
remaininp four being older manbers of the Party. L

Of the ten pe0p1e recruited durlng this period two had been
members of the Party at one time. They are distributed as follows:
2 industrial workers (Negroes); 5 white-collar and professional°
1l housewife, and two casual workers.

At present the b”anch is composed of 26 members, one of whom is SR

‘on an extended sick leave. Of these, four are students, four house-'

.. ‘wives, six professional workers, five whilte collar, and seven indus-

trial workers (one of these, the organizer, Is working part time),

Of the Johnsonites, four were;workers, one student and one

casual. Of the four workers, two were and are real proleturlans. The

two others are no longer in induvtry. B ) v':;

. (KEOTE: Since September 1, the wife of one of the Johnsonites
has asked to be dropped to tho position of sympathizer. We alsc have
had the application of a railroad worker coming up this week (Q/JO/ﬁV)
L, 0'C,)
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1T, The Uniiy

“
. " 0 s S

Tn Februery and March the new situation on unity lcd to a certain

Tuuoriunf&tion on the part of the branch, particularly in its cduca-
tionz) werlr, The comrades were looking forward to a spurt in trade

union and other mass work as the snticipated result of the collaboras
tion which vc thought would take place between the WP and SiP.
Irmedlately a committee was elected to meet with the SVP and arrange
the practical work cf uniting the’ fractions of the .two organizatlions )
arid planning other joxnt activity. L , ‘ :

t that tiﬂe, our trade union fractionq were not only weak in
numbers, but st of our members had been in their plants and unions
a relatively qbort time. The branch was beginning to do some propa=-
ganda vork emcng Negroes, and had-several good contacts among Ne:ro
workers. Otherwise, the external work of the organization vas mainly
of a most general kind such as distribution-of leaflets, sale of the
paper and, contact wo“k mnoﬁg subucribers to LABOR ACTION. ' )

We soon fbund out tha the bWP had no 1ntention of trylnﬁ to
coordinate the work of the two organizations except in specific in-
stances and on speci fic campaigns. That(is, the SWP had no intention
of meeting with us to discuss how and whers we could extend the vork
of the Lwo organiaations on . the basis of 3ull;b0wution. L

Tno branch continued to funcuion more . or 1ess as before, but
with one eye cocked at the SWP. Our educational work wss revamped
to lay meln emphasis on-the pcsitions which distinguish the WP from
the .SWP, with & view tc the maximum pOSsible education of our members:
Lprior to the unify. L . L . v

- In reality, during the whole period of the unity negotiations, R
the two organlzations collaborated on one campaign, and evan that only
at the.top. This was in our support of the Oakland Voters League
candidates for the city council. The organizers of the SYP met with ‘
our committes, and we were able to arrive at a common program and - e - -
attitude towards this electoral . oampaign, vhich wes approved by our -
Political Committee. But once we had come to Jjoint conclusions, the
SYWP did mot want to have the memberships of the two organizations
pooled in the practical work.. They put out their leaflets and did
their precinct work, and we did ours. This despite our suggestion
that actually working as one organization on the matter would greatly
1ncrca°e our eff* iGan and woula be good for the unity., :

Aitcr the election, ve again met and. decided on a common policy-
to be followed in the unions in our cempaign to transform the Oaklend-
Voters Lecague into a political organization based on and controlled -
by the: trade unions. In this case, no joint action of the fractions
wes possible, as the one industry in which both parties had members
wes abondoned by the SUPers who simply quit their jobs, Further,
efter the election we invited the SYP to send & speaker to our forum
evaluating the campalgn., Their organizers came, but no one else.
Noedless to say, we were not invited to participate in any uiscuhsions
which thuy msy have held on this muttcr.» , - DLt e
At 1t became increasingly evident that no collabora+ion was going
to take placo locally or nationally, the branch turned more. and more -
to its o'm work. The discussions and educationals on the positions  .°
of thb JP turned 1ncrcas1ng1y Lnto factional dobateu_with the Johnson=- .
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ftes as they began thelr preparations for gplit. Though the menbere
ship was resigned to a lack of collaboratfon, the idea of the evenitu+
al unity was still in the backs of our minds., The final collap"h of
the unity with the split of the Johnsonites could not help, in the
circumstances, having a depressing effect. Some comrades are of the
opinion that in view of the total results of the unity campaign:

(1) Either unity was impossible from the beginning, and were at best
barking up the wrong tree for a long time, (2) or the Party leadership
never Intenced to go throurh with the unity and the whole thing was
an attempt at a sifclk maneuver" which has back=fired on us, fost of
the eomrades, however, seem to feel that although a healthy unity
would have been the nost desirable alternative, in the concrete cir-
cumstances it 1s up to us to continue t6 bulld the VWorkers Party as

~the rallying ground for revolutionists in America, without giving up

the hope that at some future date, on the basis of changlng events
and a changed relationship of foroes, our Jind of unity can be brouaht
about . . . -

III, Cempalgns L

(a). Rant , housing, prices.

When the rent ‘ssue became acute ¥with the 11fting or modilication Tl
of the OPA controls, the branch attempted to carry out national pro-

-posals on bullding tenants committoes, etc. VWe found very quickly,

however, that most of our memders live in nelghborhoods which are
very difficult tc organize for sich purposes. - In this arsa a large

pﬂrcentage of workers are home owners, and in the residential districts

most ef those who rent live in a room or apartment in the homé of
their landlord. The housing projects seem to be the only place vhere
a small organization could seriouslv consider carrylng on. tenants
work effectively. ~

Thus we viere forced to concentrate our work on rent and hou51ng
in the unions and AVC. 1In. tho UAY, on our inltiative, the local set
up & rent comnittee and distributed cards throughout the membership
on which those signing them pledge themselves not to pay any increase
in rents and to turn to the unicn for help in the event of evictions
or threatened evictions., Though many members sigred the cards, no
real enthuslasm could be work ed up in the union over the matter,

The organlzer appeared before a Joint Committece of the State

Assembly and Senate which was investigating housing and attempted to

present the WP position (the brief was published 1n LABOR ACTION).. ,
The branch sent out a letter to all veterans and political orga ni{zaw=
tions urging a conference to map out a militant program on rents,
The Bay Area Council of AVC replicd that they already have a council
for such purposes, and one post of the VFd replied thut they would be
interested., Thus nothing mich care of it.

In one housing project the SWP was able to initiate‘a tenants .
league. Though the WP has no members in this project, two sympathlze
ers are now running the League due to the departure of the SWPers from
the project, o ‘ _
' . : . /
On prices, again the branch was able to -do little except general

propasanda work. This was true up to last week. At that time a move-,A,f

ment was started in a housing project in San Prancisco to form a
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: "shopners leaguc." Over 150 families in the project met at a mass

. meeting last Saturday and pledzed themselves not to buy any dairy

: products for a weck as a domonstration. The story hit all the local
papers., Our comrades are leading this moverent, and there 1is every
chance that this may lay the basis for the formatlon of an independent
.branch in San Franclsco. , .

- (%) Labor Party.

~The comrades are acquainted, through our press, with the position
of the Party here on the Oakland Voters League election. A group of
candidates, sponsored and supported by beth wings of the labvor movee
~ ment swept into the city council. This branch gave the candidates
critical support. lhough i1t was impossible for us to formally affili-
ate with the Oakland Voters League, our members did work as poll- )
watchers, clerical work in the Lsague office, and some precinct work,
About five or six members were involved, though none of them actually
did enough work to attaln a position of recogﬁltlon among the cannaign
workerse . _ ‘ ' ’ '

. : T ' .

,ﬁ‘ We issued a leafle+ in cur own name glving eritical support, and
Ahold an election rally shortly before the election to which the SVP
‘and the candidates were invited as spedkers. A1l the candiuatec o=
clined vivﬁng other commuitments as their excuse, . -
o Once the election was over the anortant quhstion was: What
vshould be the organizational set-up of'’ the Oakland Voters League?
The SYWP and we were able to get rcsolutions passed In various unions
"~ demanding that the OVL be set up on the basis of organizational re-
= presenfatlon. The resolutions of the SWP were endorsed by the CIO
- council. The WP organizer was seént as a delepate from his union to
the Central Comm*ttee of the OVL, : -

‘ Howevpr,.it became apparent at once thsat deupite the paSqa"e of
resolutions, the Stalinists. who are the dominant active force in the
OVL had no intention of actually promoting a campaign in the unions
for representation from the:locals, The Central Committee is one of
‘these affairs where any smart boy can attend the msetings and vote
alonz with the rest., Desplte our efforts and those of. the SWP it
seems prchahle that at this stage the OVL wlll either go out of.
exlstence, or will become the tool of the CP in collaboration with
some top AFL bureaucrats (though this collaboration, very warm in t he
pest period, is showing serious uigns of strain.)

FIV. "Trade Union Work

As’ pointed out before, at tho beglnnling of the period in question :
“our fractions were not only wcak in numbers (and still are), but were
*“new in their industries ari unions, The UAW fraction had, by Karch,
five members, Three of them had just concluded their’probationary
perlod in the plant, and two were still on probation, Since then,
~two Johnsonites have left the party, one of them also the industry,

=+ One of our comrades has a1>o left the industry.,

In this area, the UL is run by the Thomas-Addes faction. There
has been no . neuthcr factlion organized, In fact, the membership of
the local is almost oomplotcly jgnorant of what the Reuther faction
1s and stands for, L I 315
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Our comrades have thus hsd a lonU, up=-hill struggle in the union.
The meetings are poorly attended, and respnlte actlve o;rtlc;putl«n
by our rembers on the floor on imnortht fsrues, this kind of activity
C has not brought them many contacts. They have found that in this
4 situation contacts have bost been nudn by mcans of militanconn the
: job. One excellent contact who wa goliticalized failed %o join the
Party for purely personal rcasons, ust in the past few wnoLu, for
the first time, our comrades have been meking nroéress amony several
men In a directly politlcal sense,

Vle reprecsent the only resl opposition to the conservatlve=Staline

i1st coalition waich leads the union, Hepresentatives of the Feuther
- group {(ineluding Victor Reuther) have approached us for the formation
of & caucus here, The pollcy which our comrades are following is to
- try to win support for & program whicn goss fer beyond that of the’

.~ Keuther caucus, but to mcke it xnewn that - they consider themselvas a-
critical laft wing of that caucus es opposed to the CP and Thomas
forces, ‘ : - ’

In the longshore industry, our one comrade there only recently .-
“became a full book member. Up till that time he had to be exceedinge~ . :
1y careful, &s he has & long record on the Coast as a Trotskylst, DNow
. he has bccn joined by another book member from the South, and we have
" pecrulted one Negro longshareman, Ie also have as close political
sympathizers cevarnl other Negro longsha emen. Our comredes are
actively taking the floor on vital iﬁsueu, are beginning to gain some
prestige in the local, and are trying hard to aid our longshcre cone- |
- taets to &lso become fully active oducated trade unionists ag well as
: :,rev0¢ut;ondr" gsoclallsts, .

" On the r“ilroqd “the one s ctivnst we had hqs hed to. devote almost .-
" all his attention to his duties as branch organizer. His sole work o
{s to a%tend union mcetings and try to inject politicsl issucs thers, -
In this he has had some success in connection with a fight over en- °
dorsement of the California Labor School (a Stalinist outfit) and $n -~
relation to the Oakland Voters League. However, possioiliti“s of
»recruitmcnt stemiming from this work are vory slig ht. '

Tvo of our office wnrxerv belon“ to en AFL union. One of them
has been. functioning as an employec of the union, and has been doing
excellent work in organizing the unopganized Howover, netther of
them has been in a position to make political contacts in thelr
union, though e fforts have been mgdn in that direotion.

As ig clear from tha COW“O tion of the branch we have not had"
too mch success in the 1ndusbr1alizutlon of our ﬂenbcrship.. This
has not hcen due to inattention, but it just seems that none of the
white=-coller, professional or student membe rs are willing or zble to
become industrialized, Wo fecel that an undue emphasis on this will
get us novhere Our job is to rceruit workers. We have made con=-. -
siderable pIO"IOuu in bringing our non-industrial comrades in contact
- with workers, ard they are rapidly developing educational techniques g;*
- which should malze thoem very valuoble in recruiting workers who &re “
contacted cither in the unions or through cur LABOR ACTIUV stles,e
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'V, Veterans Vicrk

o

7 T A

, At the begzinning of this year the branch had ten pe oplc who wore
elizible for mnmncTQ.Jr in AVC. The maxXinmum membars who have been
active in AVC at one time or another has been eight. These had to be

" distrihuted asncng four chapters, due to the place of their residence,
as followss 1 - Sanr Franclsco; 3= Oakland; =2-Berkeley No., 1; 2

" Berkeley Mo. 2, S8Since that time, the comrade in San Francisco has

- left with the Johnsonites and the two people in Berkeley No, 2 end one
of those in Berkeley He. 1 have had to stop all AVC work in favor of

‘york in their unions, ‘ .

R Ty

. " From the beginning the work in AVC was well organized under an
able fracticn chzirman. A program of action was worked cut applying
the WP transitional program to the situation in the AVC, particularly
“advocating action on such things as housing, prlces, the bonus, etc.
‘Wle made it our busincss to distingulish ourselves from the Stalinists
by the militancy of our concrete proposals, and from the liberals by
,our consuant pro=-labor orientation,

AVC iIn quiionnia is a Stalinist stronghold In both Oakland
‘and Berkeley No. 2 our comredes were ahle.to neutralize the Staline-
:1sts orgaanationally and to commit thesp Jhaptfre more or less to ;
L our progreus, o .

At the time of the California Q*afe Convention the fraction
plannOd its work end got the full support of the branch. We had dele=
gates from two chepters, and in addition our convention fraction in-
‘cluded one close svmnathizer in one chapter, a comrade from Los
Angeles and one SWPer from Los Angeles. The branch organizer and
“rank and file AVC Party members went to San Jose to assist in the
.work., At the convention we saw a3 owr function the putting forth

.of our bonus and labor orientation, and combattinv the Stalinist
-drive for control urder the slogan of unlty. lhe overwhelmnming nu-
‘merical superiority of the Sfallnlstq, plus the hopeless confuoion
‘and dlsorganization of the progrecssive forces at the convention led
.to our defeat, However, we put up sich an eifeqtive fight that the
‘Stalinists wcre forced to show the iron fist in the felt glove by
“steamrollering the convention to such an extent that our comrades
‘were able to subscquently get the endorsement and qupnort of thnlr
cbapters for the rolo they played. : .

v Since the convention, the AVC here has been in organizational
~erisis.. It has not growm significantly, nor has it been able to play
any significant role in the 1life of the veterans. Our comrades have
.becn forced to the conclusion that if AVC is to represent an arena

of mass work, it will be to a great extent up to, them to build AVC
into a mass orgnnization by Jjimmy-hizgins activity. Yet the demands
of union and Pzrty are such on thelr time that wé have vcry few
people Indeed who can glve much t;mﬂ te such uorx.

"The chieof deficiency of the uork in AVC has been the fQiluro of
the comrcdos o noke politicsl contacts and recrults for the Party, S
Thoy hrve mained much erpevience in their chepters and at the con=- foTraE
-vention in prosenting the Party's positions in a mass organizanlon, S
.but this is not enough. ibrh“po the chilef factor contributing to o
- the lack of political contuct znd recruitment has been the attitude
~on the part of our cowmrzdes that glven the strength of-thg CP it was
Cinadvisanle for them to opo HTJ ¢xpose themsclves as Trotskyists.
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"This same attitude has in the past irhibited oupr trade union nmembers
from openly avproaching contacts with our literature and invitetions
t0 our meetings and orums In the past few weeks our members in
‘UAV have abandoned this attituﬁc, ang our manbers -in AVC are becoming
increasinrly aware of the fact that 1If they are to recrult thoy rmist
take the risit of ¢Xposure, .

VI. DNeero Vork

Thiu sectlion of the report must suffer most from the need for
brevity. The Megro work conducted by this branch has been the most -
fruitful field of activity as far as galning a periphery and Party
merbership is concerned, and even more fruitful from the point of view
of what the 1erberuhip has learned in the process of the activity. )

Desplte the fact that for over a year the branch had ccncentrated
such activities as sub campaigns in Negro neipghborhocods, and for
some time held seﬂi-montbly forums in a Negro neighborhood in Bcrxeley,
‘no really durable contacts were made. With the acquiSLtion of a
headquarters in downtowvn Oakland, near the chief Negro district in
the area, the branch soon found that it had a large number of Negro
contacts and a growlng number of ﬂegro sympathizers,

Gradually, out of soms twenty or thirty Negroes who have been
~attending our socials, a group:cf six or seven began to show real

- interest in the Party. One longshoreman, particularly, began to at-
tend our political activities, and to make efforts to bring his
friends. i

Finally, the branch was able to start a class in the home of a
Negro contact which lasted for some eight or ten weeks, and was regu-
larlv attended by six Negro contacts, one white contact, with other
people afttending one or more sessions. Originally, we hau planned to
‘have this class for all contacts Nemro and white, but due to a lack’
of white worker contacts the claS° became mainly Negro 1n attendance,

The original plan was to have fivs sessions on such anJeCtS as.
the class struggle, nature of cepitalist exploitation (surplus value),
the Negro question, the trade unions, the role of the Party. Ve ‘
“proposed to have different comrades tecach each session, with a 15«20
'mlnute presentetion ard the rcst of the time glven to uwscuqs1on.

-In practice we found that some suogects could not be dealt with
even in rudimentary form in one session, and that other matters of
great Importance had becn laft out, such as the role of reformlsm and
~the CP, Further, that despite the advantage of training comrades,
the class suffered from the fact that there was not enough continulty
. in thé teachers. People who had not been attending the class, who dld
not apprecliate the development of the different individuals in it, !
and who had noct been able to learn from the previous experience of
~the flrst sessions, could not glve the class a contlnuity of develop-
ment. e found that all the comrades suffer from a tendency to use
the jargon of the muvement, to treat problems too theoretically withe-
out knowing how to meke them real and concrete to new people, to = -
treat idcas which secn e¢lementary te them ln too cursory a fashion,
Vie found that curiously cnough cach Party member there was able to
detect these foults very clearly in his fellouu, while falling prey -
to them himsolf, o N 3‘8




: As the class developed, the factional situation in the branch

3 forced it off the pre-determined vath. Gorman who had been cownise-
i sioned to teach a session on the NAACP and CP, used the opnoxtunw+y
j to present the Johnsonite line on the Negro question, and to propes

- .to those present that they issue forth into the Nepro community Jlth
' a plan To unify all social and other Negro organizations into some
sort of "community" organization. This was put forth In typlcally
Johnsonlte faaion, without any effort being nade either to pronose

a program on the basis of which these diverse orgenlzations were to
©~ be unified, or to preparec the contacts for the opposition they would
. meet and the problems they would confront in such a course of action,

, To meet the situation with which the branch was confronted, wg

. were oompelled to draw up a program of action on housing, evictions,

- . rent, prices, democratic rights in general and discrimination in

the unions and elsewhere, It soon developed that the contacts who
‘had been agitated by Gorman hed ss yet no coaception of a rcal struge
- gle, or rather of leadling a real utrugwle, in these fields. They

" are indeed anxlous to do something practlical ard effective about

- their problems, but expected the Part ty members to lead such struggles
rather than expecting to lead tliem themqelves s Party membcrs with
assistance and guidance from us,

DesnitP the dlsrup*ion and confuslon attendant on tha factional
struggle, two Negrc workers have joined the Party, and another work-
~er and his wife have signified their intentlion to join as soon as
‘a personal problem has been settled. Two others who attended the
class remain as close sympathizers, with the possibility that they
- too may join eventually. This despite the fact that after the split
' .Gorman circulated among our contacts spreading the vilest slqnuers
against the branch: the W has a "two faced" policy towards Hegroes;
the WP believes Negroes are inferloec; we arc prejudiced, etc., etc,
This situation got so bad that we were‘compelled to invite Gorman
to.a debate in the class. The solidity of our work, and the good
relations developed with our contacts are attested to by the fact
~that not a single one of them was turned against the Party by Gore
“man's absolutely vicious, criminal snd anti-socialist behavior,

The Negro Committee of the branch is now preparing another
“series of classes for contacts which, we believe, will be informed
by 211 our experience in the first one. In the meantime, the educa-
tional director has conducted a series of classes on the llves of
- "Leaders of Revolt" (Toussaint Louverture, Marx, Frederick Douglas, .
. Lenin and Trotsky), using the blographiceal techniqwe to teach ‘the '
1decas of the wmovement. These classes have had an cxcellent respon°u
from those attending, both members and sympathizers,

It should be clear from the above that the ch1°f deflcinncy
in our Negro work has been our insbility to involve our contacts in
anything but educational and propazanda work. We do not as yet have .
enough people who con enter the NAACP or other organizations with
large numbers of Negroes in them and there work together with our
new members and sympathizers., In due course this will have to be donee.
We feel that it will be possihle %o co this'effeotively only when we'
have a group of Negro members who understend our program and mcthoda_
of operatlion., This day should not be tco far awaye :
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ViI. Educatioral Vork

This phase of the work con be divided into four headlngs. o

(1) ®avcationels at branch meotings;  (2) internal party discussions © . .

~ of a higher political and *”rornnxcal nature; (3) contact and sympae- .
thizer classes; (4) the setting up of a temuorary branch 1ibrary.-f.ﬁ o

(1) Branch cducationsls have been malnly devoted to current

‘political problems. Ve have discussed the Oakland Voters League,"
~ State AVC and AFL conventions; Taft-Hartley bill; the revolt in
- Indonesla; etc. Durins the facticn fight we had a serles of debates
~and discussions on unity, the Hegro question, the treatment by the
- Papty of the winers! strike and the prospects of general strike, etc.

In some instances newer and less experisnced members led the discus
. slon., Desplte constant mutual admonltions, we must unfortunately
record thc fact that in most discussions participation has bﬂen
limited to seven or elght comrades.

. v(2) As previously reported no sooner were we infOrmed of the
,perspective of unity with the 3P than a series of intense mid-week ..
discussion groups was initiasted., Alwmost every member of the branch
participated 1In one or another of these groups. These the WP and =
‘SWP, the split of 1940, and a careful enalysis of the political and
,programmauic po;nts of aifferencb between +he two par ties.‘ '

, After a month, tho groups extended their discusoions to soeclfic'
theoretical problemo confronting the movement generally: dcvalOpmentsi“
“In the Soviet Union; Stalinism and the international situation, etc, -
During the past two months these groups have gradually ceased meet-
‘ing, except the one in San Frencisco, They are now belng re-formed
for those comrades who wish to particlpate, It might be reccorded

that the Johnsonites gerierally showed no interest in’ attending these
discussions, and some of our trade unionists were unable to a*tend ”
due to a pressure of other work. o o ' :
S ‘*(6) Under the previous hbaaing thc work oP the contsct ﬂlaﬁses‘
has been reported. Although the Negro Committee was directly in '
‘charge of the first contact class, its program was worked out in
collabor fion with the Bducational Comnittee.b._, g]L,'j-;,J; ;
v (4) For purposes of the educa tional work on the provrum of the
" Party, the books, bulletins, magaziﬁcsfand other material owned by
Party members were collected and classified and made centrally availe
able to a2ll members. Unfortunately, thls was used mainly by those
~preparlng reports rather than by the membership as a vhole, However,,
 this has impressed upon the branch the need for and the great role ..
- which a regular brench library could play both for members and cone
tacta, S S R

The Bducational Committes proposes to continue the type of
activity outlined above., llore and more of the newer members wiil = -
have to be Involved both in the yﬂCﬁ&Pﬂtlon of reports and lectures,

ard in the discussions, The politizcal lovel of the branch has becn -
- apprecclably ralsed by our cducational work, as well as by the gnneral

~work of the branch. VWith all its bad features, the faction fight-
with the Johnsonltes also served as & badly noedod politiculreduca
tion for the momborship, L ‘ -
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;j VIII., Promotion and Sales of Literatw:o

o Throughout the period mentioned the branch has been taking a

- bundle order of 125 LABOR ACTIONS, and our bundle of THE NB{ IN:'ERNA-
- 'TIONAL has been raised to 70, LABOR ACTION has been sold regularly .
" at’ the longsiore meetings in San Francisco, snd in Oakland one night
= a weex at the ALL Labor Tomple, twlce a month at UAW meetings, weekly
~at meetinegs of Local 1304, United Steel Uorknrs- twlce a month ot
the United Railroag ¥ oykers, CIO0, and for a period at meetings of a
local of the Hachinists. _ o o

- However, the sales have not been too gecod, During the past

month a careful check was made, and we found that we were selling on
- an average of only 50 papers per weeR, We have therefore been forced
to reduce our bundle to 90 cepies, to orovide for special meetings,
etc. On several occasions the branch ordered spscial bundles of 100
‘for mass meetings, On one occasion, with great effort, almost 200
papews werg sold at such a mecting. -

For one reason or another, only a small percentage of ‘the mem-
bership 1s willing or able to s2ll papers at union meetings. These-
comrades have becn going out week after week. Most of the union
meetings are poorly attended, and we have not -found that the conw
sistent sale of the paper has a tendency to greatly build up the
‘clientele. Ve hope that it will be possible to involve mors members
and sympathizers in this work, and to find otlsr unions with larger
meetings or, & more reopon ive membership.~ ’ :

. The sale of THE NRW INTERNATIONAL has been mainly from two or
three newsstands and to sympathizers., The lateness of appearance of
the magezine has not helped, though we understand the causes. Our.
bundle is sold out regularlv except for some returns from the stands.

The branch has not done well in selling subscriptions consistent -

wise the work has been very sporadic. Most of our present periphery

subscribes to the paper, end further subscriptions will depend mainly

- on expanding the periphery or on.upevlal drives, Even before gotting
“instructions froi the National Office, the branch had decided to de-
vote a Red Suncday to gcttinn re-subscriptions.‘_ :

Other 1iterature is mainly sold to contacts,who come to our
officec, or at socials and forums, .This also has not been toa well
organized, The comrades arc not yet sufficiently conscious of the
importance of selling our pamphlrts, though "Plenty for All" and
’“The Fight for Sccialism" have had pretty steady sales,

The Litbrature Committee has concorned 1tself mainly with main-
- tainlng our sales at unlon ncetings, .and arranging for special sales
“at mass mectings. It has not been able to really goet consistent and
.strong ac tion with respeet to metting the paper on newsstands,
~though scme e¢fforts along those linces have been made's

Purther, we Liove not been t0o sucecssful in getting our ncw con-
tects 1involved in selling suhs and literature, either publicly or to.
friends, This is an important phase of contact work which the :
‘Liternturc Committoe w111 have to take up, N P 32‘
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iy. We have filled our quotas when there were sub drives, but other-
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IX. Jobiic Meetings

)Lzln' t ke pP“iod in which the hvanch hau a headgqusrters in which
b

1+ conid hold.meetings, we held two “forums" a month. Since we were
forced to evacuate our headquarters, we have' béen holding one public .
meoting cach month., The meetings are advertised by sending out leafe
lets to & mf ’lina 1ist of some 300 contacts and subscribers of LABOR
ACTTON, ¢ilstributions at the meetings where we sell the paper, etc

Ve hava foa d, however, that the only way. to really get wor*n.h;la
contacts to attend is to bring them ourselves,

Our publice meetinq have been attended by from 25-45 pcovle,
usnally "“ound 30, I think we have averaged about 10 to 15 non-members
Efforts cre made to hold the meetings on matters of national or in-
ternationsl concern. They are aquelly followed by lively discussion,
mﬁinly emanating from members. ‘e have held mpetlnns on the elections,
on Teft-Hertley, on "Bilboism," on Stalinism, etc, “These meetlngs

can bocome increasingly valuable if the comrades bring peOple from
their unions and AVC to them. - :

Further, we have establlqhed the practioe of throwinv all branch
meetings open to sympathizers personally invited by the members. In
the past months we have had from two te five or six sympathi,ers pre-
sent, most of whom have been recruited to the Party. The question of
whom to invite and whom not to 1nv1te to branch meetings has caused
gome friction and dissatisfaction 1n the branch, as invitations were _
originally extended by branch vote. Our present: practice is thet ex- -
cept at special mcotings, deslgnated in edvance, it is up to each
‘member to use his or her diqcretion in 1nV1t1ng contacts.

~X. Student and Youth Vo rk

Dgspite the number of students in our branch, we have not done

any orgenized student work up to the present., Ye are now in the proe
‘cess of corrccting the situation with an effart to organize a group-

on the campus of the University of California. We propose to initiate =~ -
this work by calling a public meceting near the campus to present the - - .
views of the WP. Ve have sevéral contacts who will collaborate in o
calling this mecting, and are prepared to join the group which shoulu
comg from it. .

XI. Social Activities -

-

As with our public me etings, so with our sociﬂls we have been
greatly ha naGicapped by the lock of ‘an adequate hcgedquarters. YWhile
we had our headquartsrs, our socials were paFricilarly successful
Polltlc&11 In addition, we werc just beglinning to institute an

open house" every Saturday night. These were informal gatherings
attendod by five or ten peoplec which gave an excellent Opportuni+y
for informzl polltical discussion,

We havo hgld socials each month, attended by from 35 o 60 pcople.
Thsc have been the usual dancing-drlnkinﬂ-convorsation socials, The
socials hove been ettended by from 20-30 young Negroes who have shown -
. no intcrest in the a ganizetion poliLically, in add;tion to tho fivo ,;f‘
L or ten who have shown such 1nterest. ‘

g Tho branch has besen maklng Cantant efforts to 'politicaiize" e
S . VL | I & By S
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the 30¢cils, b our Moy Day soclal we put on a skit, written and pre-
sented by zome 10 members, portraying the History of May Day, The
response was excellent., At our last social we gave a smaller less
ambitious sldt on the labor party which also wemt over, We have not
been able to get our comrn dos o paint posters which would give the
halls in which we meet a political atmosphere, : .°

ieLh L pe ot iy ik AR R ]

However, vic have been driven ocut of one hall after anOuhCP (not
physically) because of the mixed character of our soctals., On occa=-
sion we heve had to hold house socials instead of soclals in & hall,
and to these ve could invite only 2 sclected list of guests &s we
don't dispose of large housgs. The branch-has usually becn able to
_ raise Irom #20 to 40 at a social, as well as to sell some literature
- and make some contacts who could be drawh into political work,

XII.‘ “1ranoea

. Nog much need bo_said on this score, 'chept thet we are st1]1
‘here and klcuing. -Vle ‘operate on an stimated budget of about 120 per.
month. ixty-five of this goes for oifice and hall rents, the rest

- for phone bills, leaflets, orgenizer, etec, Ve have concsistently pzid
“our bills to the National Office, Every time we get a sympathizer

“who contrlbtutes a little money, we soon recruit him or her, and the
~funds then are split with the Natlonal Office. ‘Generally, we have

* failed hadly in tapping °ympathiéﬂ* for moncy, except through socials,
- There are-a number of members who &0 not contribute vhat thev should,
A1l are pressed by the rising cost of 1living, but those who have the

- will find ways of fulfilling their obligations to the full, "There are-
-only three or four glaring dnlinﬂucnclps in the branch in thlo rfspect.

 XiII. Executive ommibteo and Other Comrittoes

The Executive Committeshas been meeting regularly on a special
‘night, and has, by and large, devoted 1ts attentlion to all the major.
“activities and problems of the organization. The participation of
“'some of our most actlve trade unlionists on the Executive has been
rendered impossible due to their very activity, as well as to ‘other
‘pérsonzl problems, The comrades heve gotten into the habit, by and
“large, of coming to the Fzecutive with problems, proposals, etc. vuther
+then throwing them into an unprepcred brdﬂca mecting., A

. . We have tried to organize the work of theor9nch on a comuittee
basis. The Educational, Contact, Litcerature and Negro Committeas are

" supposed to involvé every member of the branch., These committecs™cet.
. for 20 minutes 2t the beginning of every branch mecting., The branch
then meets in plenary session, The orgenizer reports for the executive
“committec on pclitical problems, special campaigns, etc. The chalrm&n
~of each committee reparts on the Work of his or her committece,

- The purpese of this plan of ocrgenization is to involve every
slngle comrade in the nlanning of the activity of the branch, in at
least one spher The work to be done is not limited to the members of
the committeo, as’ ecch complittss is frec to call on any mcmber of the
branch for sctivity in its particuler field,

; ‘This systen o orgnnization abvious ly has ltS disqdvantagcs as wel
as advantages, IMuch depends on the experience, enthuslasm and conpe-
“tence of the chairman of cach cowmi{tng. The re h s been a wrowing‘
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o this dcbuacle. But the main rceasons (90%) were purely subjectivé and

=15

te ndency Pﬂr the mombers to come late to meetings, as they fcel that
2il thoy w11l miss is thelr commlittee meeting. Yet, by and large,

trhe = Pll‘: of the branch scems to be that the commitﬁee system has
seprvad to invelve more members in thinking about and plenning branch
setivity than are involved in the usual organizer-executive-director
»len of branch organization, L : .

XIV, Presons State of Branch Perspectives

By and large, the branch 13 in a healthy state with good prospects
of growili. Our trade unionists are better established, have wore con-
tucts, =re more erxperienced than ever before. lMorale is not on a high
level of exhnltation, but dt 3s fair. A spirlt of firm determinutlon
is perhaps the best way to describe the attitude of most members,

“Ihis £ not-to say that the grind of activity and the slow pro-
gress of the branch are not having some effect. Personsl frictions .
play thelr role, but are neither serious nor growing, Ve have re-
couped the numerical losses of the Johnsonite split, and there is a
general feeling of rellef at having it over with, . :

.

TWe coirades all feel keenly our need for an aaequatﬂ hcadquartehs.
and only the 1mpOSsibility, to date, of f1nd4ng 8 placo has kept us
from gettxn@ ite. , , ) : .

The u1*ty busineos had nof hrlpﬂd but it has not done too ruch
harm.- Perhaps the grcatest source of disquiet among the membership
are the rumors of a spirit of lassitude 1f not demorallzation in ‘other
parts of the Party, as well as the reports of general disintegration
of our sister organizations abroad, Ye have no briliiant prospects of
umping over our Ongnié rtional prcbl°ms, but recruitment continucs
and the prospects are all for mors and bettér recruits (from the point
of view of social composition) rather than for less. If thé Party
natlionally cen surmount 1ts immediate financial and organizationszl
. difficultics, I feel-confident that the San Francisco Bay Area Branch’

will be zile to progress in the coming period towards building a o
revolutionary sod alist organization which will really make 1lts pre-.
sence felt. in the working class and the community generally., - '

###

- REPORT ON THE RVADING BRANCH

By Vincent Pet tinato

- e =

\

From the period starting December 1, 1946 to Sepuember l 1947,
the Reading Branch h"" been in a state of intensc crisis and experi-.
enced cn almost complete disrupfion in any organized and systomatic :
work. Indeed, from an organized branch of 6 members, it dropnud down .
during this period, to a fraternal branch of 4 members, one of whom .. .
{2z in deoubt, There were both objecctive and subjective reasons for .

could have been avoided, except for personal wecakness, The objective:
condi tions of our area of activity would have 1mp0qed a ourtailmont of
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many fruitful activity and diminished our immediate procpects, but the
- - .debacle that actually occurred was vnnacessary and coupletely unavoid-
-~ able, '

. From the beginning, the whole existence, the ebb and flow, of the
Reading Branch revolved arount and influenced and was influenced by
. ‘the situaticn in one specific Steel Local in Reading, I refer the

- comrades to two articles published in previous, issues of the PiRTY
BUILDER for a more thorough analysis. 4#As a result of the debacle in
~the Stecl Strike of 1946; the constant attack by the International
against the local; the 1nab111ty of the local leadership, however,
pPOgPCu51Ve, to malke a graceful retreat erd explain the issues to the
‘rank and file ¢learly and offer perspective and cohesion to the loceal;
the rank and file just was unable to resist the-pressure and went '
into & period of apathy, disappointment- and discouragement, It no
longer responded to pronosals for any. kind of action., Thé ranks rc-
quire a 1ong rest before they will cnce mbre forge to ‘the front as a
militant and aggressive local.’ Some of the militants directly under
~our influence likewise became affected by the same mood. Ve were not
able to develop any more of them at this particular time, as cadre
~elements, Four workers were recruited in the local; 2 are still
active, stalle members ﬁnd'one is in doubt, o
: " Under the cirvumstnnces, wnat v'as reqaired was to. hold on in

the "Local and utilize our union positionsg (one- committeeman and two -
‘delegates to the CIO Council - the committeeman is also a CIO delegate
'so that only two persons weré involved) to exploit-every situation
developed for the advancement of our general .posi tion and to establish
new.and fresh connections, In addition, we were planning to expand
our field so that we could establish connecticns outside the immediate
local. At a branch conference held ebout January 5, 1947, we dise A
cussed this question thoroughly. 4t that meeting we had 6 memb rs in
attend ance. , C . : . .

After assigning the routine work moro rvenly, we decidod that the
;first step we would take to break out of our isolation in one local,

;. would be'an experirent along the lincs of-the housing campalgn that
the Party'proposed nationally. (In retrospect, it would have been
more fruitful to make & campaign.of LABOR ACTION distribution ctc.

at enother steel shop.) For our housing campaeign we chose & district
in vhich we had begun soliciting LABOR ACTION subs during the drive

in the spring of 1946, Ve had not covered nearly 1/10th of the. area,
Ve plannod on visiting a number of the LABOR ACTION subscribers and:
“discussing the vwhole question with tHem and enlisting tht6Vbr ald L
they could give, even if it were only to attend the mecfing on

the housing question that was to culminate the whole campaign. 'By
visiting these people we expected to get a clearer idea of the situa-
tion in the district which would enable us to plan our lecaflet and the
type of meeting and campaign more adequately. After visiting these
‘subscribers we would then issus a leadflet calling for a meeting in
‘the neighborhcod on the housing situation, - The whole nature of

the project depended upon visiting LARBOR ACTION subscribers ard other
friends we might hove in the district. At this point two things
overtook the branch and threw it into the worst kind of confusion

and disruption. (lst) The rra@uallg accumulating effects of the in-
creasing laxity in contact work found the branch in a poor condition
to undertake an intensive contact project. . Starting with the inattene’
tive attitude to the renewal drivo on expirced subs obtained durlng
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would be possible to rcessemble some forces once  the wholo nrocos
3¢

,;.-_1,?_ A

the wreviour sunme (1946) ﬂnd ﬂvnllwu*nr Bhorong nf lectures
thnat beopaa in the ial‘ cf 1916 ond graaua11y ) b, » of'l bo-
ceose of less and less contact work (althouh uhe vennr'l g\fu“uﬁrn

in the steel local had some effect) before 10Pbures, the hronch vias in
iow gear en this activity. Thils worsening situction ol contact viork
becems one of the chieil points rciterated constant 1y by the orzanizew,.
hyepy nermber of the brinch azresd to carry out thelr contact assipgne
ments rore adeguntely. Fvery member zgreced that it was this, and nos
some procrawnitic inadequacy, that was standing in the way of the
Party. liowever, no improvenent was registered in this important zc-
tivity.e Not to recriminate, let us say as a result of several yeors
ot intense end constant activity the comrades really required a iittle

+ post and went into a slump. . But we found ourselves out of gear just

ot the beginning of our housing drive that was to Inaugurate an cx-
penslon in Dattv getivity. (2nd) It was av this point that the old-
ast in years and in the movement uwember of the branch decided to get

involved in & saries of circumstances that made it ilwmpossible to car-

ry out his end of the projnut, and a nmost impO'tant end it was. Since
he was not involved in a unicn situstlon, he and the organizor of

the bhranch were to spearhead the contact work In the dis tr;ct of ‘the
campaign., The rest of the cum“aﬂeg vierre to heln in the,technical~work‘
and L.,o iuvclve members from the local in the moeting, After a
gwrub cal of procras+1vat10n whick d“aagﬂd cut over a pCPiOL of

three ucntns, and which succeeded in disrupting internal ang ﬂxte“nal

"hranch 1ife (this. comrade was elecfed Eaucational Director and

Financisl Searetary) this comrade finaily resigned from the Ferty -

not on political grounds, to be sure. By this time the entire hous

ing campalpgn hed flzzled. The centact worik was scarcely touched &rd
after dlsfr*bu+lng a leaflet calling for a meeting (this was done

- Just to go throush ths motions ci our original nldr, hut with a clear .

undﬁranqnclnp that not much was e;)ﬂcted) we succecded 1In llvin” &
meeting 2t which no onghh owed up anﬁ to wh ch some of the Party meme-

-

bers did not aven come,

When we realize that this was the second fime in two 3 ars that

“this leading comraGe did cxactly the same thing you can understand

the effect that 1t had on the nower comredes, In addition te tihis, ong

~.of the further prospacts we hed for ‘strengthening our cxpansive perse

)

ective was destroyed wnen another. person proeferred to pursuc his own
p s

‘;crreer_‘athﬁr then join the party. This porson wos also not involved
~in any vnioh & tuaticn and would have been veluable, He alzo mede

his choice on purely personal greunds and not becouse of political

-

disagrcements : ' ) S ST

ong
t
W

As a rcsnlt of all this, the period from M rch to ﬁu“ust ves

durin: which we tried to just keop the strings together so that

v

reached its lowest depth. ¥We lost one very new comrode within s
al months aftsr he joined as & rﬁvult of th¢ complets breairdown of
internel branch 1ife. . He had many weelknesscs to beglin wilh, but he
was very dynomic.. Had we been able to have some healthy:intcrnal

ife including secicl corraderic, we¢ might have had a much better
chance tc holé and dovelop him. #£lso, ona of, the other newer comrades,
a person who exnerienced the provious exodus (the process really
rmountcd to that) from the Party of the comrade mentloned above, 3
and who felt very inferior and inadequate personally, elso ls more outf
of the Papty than in, We will noturally moke every nffort to rOTQin
him ané b*ing him back 1nto the P rty morc f*rmly.
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It 15 only recently that we have begun stabilizing the group,
The best that we have bsen able 4¢ do is to arrange Branch meehbings
“twice a month. With two of the comrades involved in several union
meetings each month, it is difficult to do anything else, However,
we are in coantact with each other several times cach weel, elther
perscnally or hy phone. '

This is the gencral - ondition of the branch during the periecd
in question, ' oo

. On Unity and COIlaboration:, The Cannonites are situated in the
railroad shops - AFL. We have little occasion to met them in cur
trade union wonk. We had begun Jo;nt work on relief and had held cne
social, a preliminary one, attendeu mainly by Party members, Since
then thcv have been occupled with & campaipn toc organize the shops ine
to the (& 0. All their efforts, and rightly so, are confined tc thet,
They really have the heat on them, but probably have the sapport of
the big majority in the yards for the $I0. The vote will be taken -

on the entire system, however, and it remains to be seen how powerful
the CIO sentiment is outside the Reading yards - 1t is probably
considerable.,. At any rate, except {or several inconseguential mecectw
ings, absolutely nothing else has been done, We have once apgain begun
our own relief work. I should edd, that all of the Bulletind, etc.
. are sent to sgveral of the leading Cannonites,

Trade Union Work etc.: ;We have two comrades in Steel and

.another who 1s, as has been explaincgd, in doubt The organizer is.

attempting to get into another stezl shop Whlch appears to be the
healthiest right now, He was laid-off from the plant in which the
other comrades are working, The situaticon in the steel local is
&@bout the same. However, the two comrades who are delegates to the
.CL 0 Council report that a more hsalthy siltuation is opening up there,
As a reaalt of the loss, a disastrous route would be more correct, of
~ a strike conducted by the sub-district director of the steel union
~{who is also President of the (I O Council) his hold has been weakened,
This strike occurred in one of the most powerful anti-union strong-
holds in the state. It was lost purely by the sheer stupldity and .
~ vanity of this sub-district director.....Having lost the  strike, he

" has lost’much of his®cockiness and becorishness. Likewise, his pre-
tense of infallibility has been shaken. He no longer can threaten,
And those that thought hlm God now are beginning to listen to other
voices., On several points, Comrade L. has been applauded on a number
of his proposals at the Council. lany delegates are becoming more
friendly. ¥Ye intend to push along thcse lines. 1In the local itself
we will -continue to carry on, ile are attempting to get several
‘union vets, who subscribe to LAROR ACTION, to participate in & discuse
. 8ion group and to plan to propose progressive policy in the local
- and in the AVC, We are also tPV1Wg to interest several shop stewvards
in a regular discussion group. In gencral, we are trying to use the
positions we arc now in and squcoze as much as possible out of 1t,

The comrade who serves as committecman often attends Joint meetings
of all local committeemen and officers. Although this is an outfit
dominated by the sub-district director, we can play an important role
in it from now on., We intend to pay more deteiled attention to this
ccmrade's work as committeeman so that it becomes more fruitful,

Negrq Vorks. Nothing done along these lines,
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* build union fraclicns te caruhs

y:

Zaducatlenal vorks Taversi:lo from the of tasntion during the rsh

period,

Sales Ite, of LARNUT LOTION and THD NIV TU0RITATIONAT:  Obe
very little fs 2 resul® of the sitvation deseribod previoucsliy,.
als thems”ives have been very loosely "ftcnded to, This uwre o v
improve ©: %he Iranch bLogins to »roll in moiion developing sume

contacht chc.

[

foou, “orl:  Only vccently hos the possibilities of vorih o we) e
opened up. Lit2r uany years of non-evistence, a YPSL b rench ra Loan '
organlzed which -carries on publiz work and educationalu, Ag o mhi
of fac*t, two branches he¥e Leen orranized, & junior and senior., Srme
of tnc'c people, thoss I nuve wnw, seem excellent. In addition,
there Las Lzen orpanized a. group of high school students in%c o
Progressive Youth Comnlttee., I foubt thet 1t has any politicel o3
ticn., Several of the YPL's core wcmbers, dSone of the YP3Lers antend
Allbright College and cerry on work there., Howecver, work alone thes
lines rwust he carCfule worked out, These peonls are completely nov
~to the Soecialist mevement {(althoush'they are children of &P mamowﬁe)
“and recuire a real socialist knowledg

i

¢+ They arc not ncarly like
- the political elirent thot ig found ian the larger citles. The pgencral
Yupproqch must be ons of fricndliacss dnd respeed for their idens
‘even though thsse might not Jibe with the more advahced Marxlist cone
copts‘of't}“ Party. .Alzo ways runl be found to part'“lpuhu in gw nt
ctivity. Gencrally, it 15 & h2elthy devselopmens since it roise
;+hc political fileld all around, o . -

HMemberships: 4 mombors, 1 in doubt,. 2 =members wére dropped
‘(one a unionlst and ong = self-ompleoyed worker). No Johnsonltes
around, ' S - '

s

o Mnances: Aversge cc ntribnfinn per member - now $Ll.50 weellly
- (based on tiwec comrades), Bx-meombers and sympathizers complein when
-approh&hed for money. - ' » : :

In generzl the branch is in a positich whe re it must ostablich
1tself cwong new people and begin te utilize these connections,

it #
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‘REPORT 0 THE'STATTLE P.AﬁCH

Ry B. Donald ‘
for the Exeoutive Committooe

p ﬁ‘+1r Bianch from Decomber 11.6
10n“1 to ecquaint. the comruds

our Party. (a) The Rueslan

; and (c) The Cnarccter of tho
,twc discussed trylng to change the
. uovﬂ.p“onocnl were nadas to

1 s work. Wnilo the branch hes
. nade 2 1ctic:fbl chunge, tie volo of the Party in mass orwunTznbx‘zs_:f~
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and row to function in them 3 s not clearly wylerctocd, The most ima
portant single fact to rrport on the Seattle branch is thst every
slngle comridp is activo end vitally interested in every branch decl-
ston.

The problem of carrying cut the unity directives of joint work .
in Seattle was made A1fficult hy the fact that both the SVWP and our-
"selves were COP'J“Qthbly isolatad and vhere we were in unions vie were
‘not in tue same unions. 'The two exceptlons were LSWU, wher. we each
. had ons person, and B,, wherc we tech had 2 persons In both cascs,
due to tlie sltuation in the union, lack of an 1nnnr union struggle,
. progressive statements, etc., there was very lit tle that could be laid
hold of in terms of organizing for joint action. What they (S¥P)
seemed to b2 most interested in was not joint work, but of contacting
our union pz2ople and trylng to convince them that we had no ‘orking
-class or qoulullst p€PSpPGulV8.

We did carry out one joint affair for rellef which was moderately

successful and recently, for relielf, we netted jointly ¥8.00 in a
Awaste vaper drive, . !

At the time of Johnson's rea_nnatlnn, we uecided to try to get

‘a headquarters to concretize the necesszry turn to bullding the VWP,
‘but so far we have been unable to find anything within our m(anu.' The
search will continue. _ , :

i - ’
v

Recently, Roburts, SWP organlzer, asked if he could upnear before
our branch mecting and give .a report on their recent Plenum, espccial-
.1y dn the Qi)Cdo sion around the UA. The branch accepted hibl the
‘provision that it be a Jjoint mecting of the two branches and the WP
- present its polnt of view as well as the SWP on the UAW. “hether

this materiallzes depends on the SVP, '

Every suggestion and proposal by us for joint work is deferred
until it is okeyed in N.Y. A numbor of propossls have boen plgeone
;hotﬁ in thils fas hion. : , S :

The branch,.as a whole, pput+v well undorstood what thn issucs
werc in the unity guestion and ware 2bhle to even anticipatc events,
The. branch remained firm throughout the whole period and took the
Johnson capitulation without P]l’Can Vhile the SWP here has already
chosen who among us should belong to *hom, our branch remeing solid,
(It should be noted in this conncntlon that of the 25 psople that
“have Joined or have been members of the Seattle branch, only four _
. people have droppcu out, vhile two of thesc are still sympathetic to
the Party. Seven have transferred to other b1 anches, but nons have
gon: over to the SWP,) : ' ‘

§

Our comrados are confident in the ideas of the Party as comparcd
with the SWP. Our intevrnzl Party life is morc comradely, less stifl-
ing, our proapccts of growth are just as good as tleirg and wve have
-~ no feeling of being inferior to thom as. apparently is the casc else-

where. : - - ‘ ’

g There are still fair prourm*n of recrultin~ two from the SWP in
~.Seattle. This substracted not from their claimcd mumborshin but: from
" thelr active 1cmorw°h1n would b° a uccidod blow to thpm.

Outslde of a campaign on houuinq, COndUCued throubh thc AVC that-
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fizz nl out, and the support of an antt-discrimination zction o' the
Si'P, campalens have baen laﬂr-nq. :
‘ Uo ayn didving wilth every ounce of encirgy to malte our naln oiiogha
i tlen an industrial one. Ye cean “evovf o limited success, ¥

have Lo t our teo-hold in the boiler kero, ve have estanlishoes
onc a b, with three members, one mcmber in the Lomber and Savmill
c
{

-
-
t

Workers Union, bu: teﬂmorarily not {'forki;nL in the industry, 1
in tho telephone indusiry, and four in miscellencous craft unicy

The comrades are new in the unlons and are just beoginning ko
plan their union and shop zctivity. Ye need badly a couvple ol cun-
rades vhe have some union experience to get into B, and into luuihor
te ald In es gblishing a couple of fractlons, :

Vetcrans Fork

fie oncc had four or fwve people in the AVC, Two have lcft
Seattle, so that we now have only thwee. The chapter whers those
were cencentrated folded up and it is necessary to trangplant the
remaining three which we are now in the process of doing. J. Simons,
- while he vias here, was Tressurer of the distrlct countil anﬁ wes ine
strumental "in initiatlng a nousing campaign,.

7 In the last month the women in the branch have been diccussing

- ways and means of activating th: wowmen comrades who, with one excep-

tion, are not in mass organizations., (1) They plan on holding o ser-

ies of discussions on the "women qusstion," drawing in wlves of

* Party members, sympathizers, friends and contscts. (2) To activate

women in the branch. (3) To try to integrate and draw closcr wives

of comrades. (4) To mecke new women contzcts. 5) To intorvene in
voment!s struggles. (5) to selecet and enter promising women's orpgoniw-
zations, ' . :

. We began this year to establish ourselves in Negro work, After
slx monthes of work with some success, the comrade assigned to 1% ’
“good reasons had to glve it up. Ve still have this problem tc solve,

Edvcational Work - The first part of the period, as 1 have ex=- )
plaincd, was devoted t0 the discussion of our muin political positions,
In Junc we began a series, alternzting with intcrnal politic”l discus=-
sions and current political topics. Such as: (1) The Taft-Hartley
Bi1l, (2) Tho perspectives for a labor party im tho Northwast, (&
Marshall Plan; (4) & Science and the Next Var, (5) The otruggle in the
‘UMY, armd (6) uallace.. ‘ L _

~—
=)
=
0

ve have assigned comrades te make a study of four industrial
fields vhere we have comrades working and to makce reports. Thoy #re:
(1) Telephone, (2)‘B.,.(3) Lumber, (4) White Collar Yor cepg.

In November we begin a series on the 'tomen Question. In the
meantine we have discussed periodically (1) Unity, 2) Polidh Gnesw
tion, (3) Ultra-leftism, (4) Spontsnelty of the mas 9 28, obc., it}
at Party m“otings or on extra nights, :
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Cy reld & bepginn
comrades.,

led to the recrultment of two

Labor fction

Sales = Yic Ly to cover union meatings each Friday night. Huve
had a llmi:w. suceess in that we have béen selling about 10 to 15
coples each *lme lately, bLut the wuain failing seems to be that the
papers sare received here 1n SeaStle tho late to have any current ap-
pecl. 11 in some wey the branch could afford to have copies for union
~sales sent out alrmeil, 1t is belicved sales would be niore zifectlve,

Subs = &#lthough hot phenominal, the Seattle branch has boen doing
"well in getting subs. This is ralnly due to one comrade who at each
- meeting has 2t leaost one sub tc turn in. The branch conductsd & sub
drive the first week in Ceptember by having a neighborhood distribu-
tion for two weeks ard then a mass mobilization. to cbtain subs Ale
though vwe chose a working class distrlict, we obtained only one sub
y this nethod, S . N .

N

Circulation and prometion = e ere increusing our bundle order
with the hope that we cen increass our unlon scles and shall ottenpt

to get ‘a newsstand outlet, o o B

o

New Internatiocnal

.
i

Sale of the NI is primarily tc cur owvn comrades and to members

- of S¥P. Haves not been at all successful in obtaining subs, but no
~concerted act*on in that direction has been undertaken., ¥we shall ate -
tempt to obt in a nevssuanu ou*lot for TQB NI in the next. few veeks,

Literature L .

Pamphlets and books are belng suppnlied to all comrades to.take
with thom when they make visits to contacts. Wwe have had a falr dise
tribution of "Fight for QOCLdlion" ‘in this manner,

‘

4 Outside of the Gates mzeting and our May Day meeting, neither 8

great success, we have had no puol;n meetings except our Party neet-

ings which we try to get our contacts to attend. We get one ‘or two g
each mecting, occasionally as many as four pecpls, , ) SRR 4

P

Youth ' N o

, Wnile we have one university studemt, one who left the university .
to enter induutry and twoe young vworkers tho just graduated from high
school, we do nct have ns yet any roal pro spects for a youth group, -
To do se would require the reorientation of thréee youths now trying
to sink tl¢il» teeth in a union towaerd youth wprk., It seems that be-
fore we male induﬂhrxul work the hub of our bBranch we launch out on
vouth work. “lien we gef cur two foet plsnted, one in B,, with six to
ten membars, the Othcr foot in lumber with a aimilar fraction, and we.
are beg 1nwmnn to have some effcet in these Industries, we can begln -
Lo maxc sone Inroads in Ncgro and youth work, L s

Brancli norcpectivs for the rext pefiod is evory comrade doing
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a place now occupics the fore in our efforts

4

=2 -

some kind of mass vworlk, Ey that wa mean iIn this instance, entrench
ourselves in a shep, 2 union, AVC, or other organizetion dealing with
people on thelr level of congclcusness and nttpmntinp to push them

into @action toward the left,

Ho have set up roupghly five groups: (1) B, where we hove tlhree
people: one person with 7 years scniority, 1 porsen with flour months
seniority and another Just gu“rtan to work. They are in the stuge
of working out & program for the plant end the unlon so tinat they can

"hs&ve a perspective znd plan of action, (2): Une person is in tle

teleplione industry and she has set herself for a long term stay ixn the
industry. She hns begun the task of miking friends with the wommn '
with whom she works, understanding their level of thinking and lenrn-
ing to find her way around in the union, (3) One comrade in Luuier,
who now has a good progpect of re cruiting an experienced nilitany
unionist, In this industry toc the cormrade has a long term perspec-
tive. (4) In AVC, we have rcestablished three.comrzdes in one chep-
ter, Our plans tnoro call for (1) recruiting vets who tgree witlh our
Labor-Vets pro~rum, who are our personal friends, or who are unione ’
sts. (2) OCanvassing the membership of the chapter to plck out
those who are now in unions and trying to sell them our program,
(3) Drawing thesc elements together into a caucus. (5) The five wo-

men 1n the brench ore meeting regularly to discuss the "Women Ques-

tion." They have tentotively outlined the following plans: a) To

- have ,cha rgo of the branch forum for two or three mecetings to dl acuss;
"History ol the Woman Question," "iomen qnd the Labor Movement,'

"Women and Sex" end "Women end the Party." b) They plen to meob

regularly to draw other women into the dlocuqolon and their activities,

~¢) They plen to choose one or mo re domnn's groups to work in,

: The main aims of the women have already been stated. It is |
thelr perspective to develop an arena of activity ”nd work, through
which we cen draw women into the Party. Alsc 1t is their perspective
to davelop a cadre of women thet can intervens Iin women'“'struqmles.

REPORT ON THE AKFO N BRANCH

, By G@owpc Whitney
: A (August 27, 1947)

. - em -

-

‘The Bronch continues under the handicap of having no headnuarters,

This wmeans no center of activity. Mo place to hold classes for con-

tacts, No facilities for branch social affairs,

It wes nccessary therefore to hold branch- F“Ptin in the crgmped
apartment of one of the members, Hor a time we had ccess to onc
full blovn home in vhich 4o hold socials and these socials proved to
be exceedingly successful. -Wo oondactod classcs for contacts In the
apartment above mentioncd plus ths opartment of ont conbact. Fut the-
laclt of a headquarters hns dunrivod tho branch of a readlly available.
and spaclous place for week around activity. The acqu1u1t10n of r*ucl‘;

332



-2h -

Vie conducted th*‘Pp clacses for contocts. One of four woels Guraw-
. %tion cn Socislicy, Utovlan sand Scientific; one of four weeks on
E irge, Lobor ond C°pitx], and one of three weeks on the Role of the
¢ Individusl in History. PFollowinz this last ‘series we discentinucd
shem for the remainder of the sumier becinse of the intolerable cone |
ditions under which they were held. Clesses for contacts are sclew
dvicd to begin once more the secbnd chk*of October. ‘

Intern llv e conducted a fairly continuous educotional pro,ram. =
Une of {our vecks on the HthorJ of - the Party; - one of six weels on '
the pnlitica} end organizational differences between the WP and tle -
3¥P; one cn the peeohes of Canron and Stein; one on the document
of the Fex%ban comrades addressed to the French Party; . one on the
Wegppo mestion; one on the Jewlish question; one of- two woeks on the
Trade Unlon que stion as applicd locally; and in eddition, ~\o con-
ducted =t least five clesses with vlsltin7 fuﬁctionarlcs and el
menbérs . : 4 . S o,

The b“&nch has fuilod cornlhtelv to f;nd anv way to ef*ec+1Vcly
‘arrv out the Party campaigns. e have been eble to ¢ongust 2 core-

ain wln*mxl of activity in the unicn on safie of the issues Lut ab-

solutnlv no 2ctivity in the field of tenants lespguss™.or housevives
orgahlze tions. This is due in part' to the fact ‘that therc are. now KR
only two women comrades in the . branch,. both of whom work long hours-
and nelther of whom has Dbeen in a position to organize such bodies
glven the fact that none already exist It might be 'montionsd that
no other organization (S!P, cp, etw.) has found 1t pO”Sl”lG ro do any
;work in thlu field. . . : :

N
]

The Branch hau, however, conducted really serious work around
our priss. bnginrlng at the time of the sub drive prsceding the lost
convention and continuing up to the very recent past. Work in this
“field 1s now returning to what heas become the norm here, namely, regu-
lar distributions ard house tc house sub sales., This work, as well

as work in other flelds, had been 2dversely affcoted by the fact

that the Branch found it necessary to cor@uct sirly long trial
~.and investication Into two of its wmembers lhis affair 1s now coming
-to a close ard the Branch 1is reuurninp to normul act1V1ty.

In thn ?1eld of finances w2 have been fa*rly successful, W
the branch 1s fron tlme to time slightly behind in dues paywents,
mansges by and lerge to fulfill its ohligations to the National Offic
and periccically to give additional mongy to beth the Natlonal Ulfice
and to the relicf of our Euwropean comrades, Thils is made posulole
by two factors, (1) we have no headguarters and thcrefore no rent to
pay and (2) wc have been comparatively successful in the solicitatlion
of reguler contri butions from sympethizers., The Branch had hereto-
fore falled to eppreclate the p0°s*h111ties in this 1atter 1wold.

hil
1

1. Activitlos around the Unity

Unlike many»other.branchcs ot the Pur?v, the Akron branch found
1t poasihle to enter into a frirly good period of collaboration with
the 8. Thls, though still nominally .in cffect, has becn ultorbd
radically since the speuches of Camnnon and Stcln. :

. The princlpwl reason mnking for tho compawativc success of our
efforts ¢t collaboration 1s to be found in the fact that the primary , 2
“econcentratlion of both branches 1s in the URW,  There exist no‘q;ggg- ERR




.tional; only éifferences ¢oncerning methods of fuvctioning wnd even
~these - dif;e*ﬂnces have not,been of the nctuie to emse rre.t frietien
‘though the tendency is in that dlrection, '

mental u*iin: nces of policy botucen the two parties in this Inturnu-_

Un to the time of fhe Cannoa Eteln spzeches the two p' ties hnge
consudted each other on all major cue s3tions in the ucions vhere ve
aire both injerected. Joint fraction meetings were held in which ve
arrived gencrally st scme agleempnt on policy and st which:the ivice
tien or tne members of both branches was discussed ond agresable de-
cisicna regaoched cencerning the future role of various indivicusls,
Howevzr, ot the time oi tne clection for delcgates to th: URJ conren-

tion and folleowing the alrezdy mentionsed specches, 2 new ‘*GJ;LO WS

unifout.- One of the lcading membders of the SWP und a member of itheb
party's X.C,.; 2 conprade who is cmployed in the URY plant where our
concentration exicts, entered into an arrangement sccretly withi sonmc

;loudiiv figures in the Bass machine %o exc¢lude our l:ading somrade
in the plant.from the caucus nomince list for the conventlon., Urior

to the reguler Bass caucus erting'at vhich delcgates were eloc‘«n,
thiis comrade met in & secret session and sgreed that two "Trobsky-

1tes" wculd be too many cn the 1list ond, without any form of consnul-
tetion vith vs, agresd to exclude cur comrade in avar_of himsell,

‘He then, _according to one of tha officers of the local, did all the

leg work 1n lining up i he voucq cn tnut basis,

We sbma thom for & Special nceting of the *wo fractlons to disa-

“cuss this question. In that moeting the H.C. mamber mentioned wos

mizsing, Hut one of the other leading members of thelr branch and o
member of the. fractlon made glear 4o us their pulicd. Unlty to them
was somp*hinr theoy could take or leove, It wrs rnde clear thot uwltv

. with the WP was not cons iduPCd as a wzin point on their zgenda, True
. they were interasted In collaborating with.ua but *b ey Were uore

1nt9ruuned in colluborutinﬁ with militonts (rccd p thy bugoucrats-
and maching men") in the union and where the two bcﬂauo mufqutly
exclusive, they choosc the latter. We in turn made clear that our
collaboration with thom was functional, as we had sald meny times,
only on thos¢ points where therc vas uFrUnm nt on the ccnerete tnsks,
Thet whhre there was no agreement, end 1t was obvious thet our re-
speetive attitudes on this cucstion fell considercbly short of con-
for‘itv then there would he no voll“bor?tion. Fo meeting has boen
helgd wi +h them since then but as yet we anticipate nc cnmplets SCVCr -
ance of the colloboration ties.

We held one joint Pbl¢0f socl el with tbpm (this appe arontly was
their ©irst sctivity arourd the protlen of relief, not even ccollcet-

ing a rcgular ”cnfrlbuuion from their own mﬂmbnvq feor relief) and

they haove only recently called with the proposition for a scccnd.

The first one was modestly succasaful desplte the fact that proctical-
1y 211 the money was extracted frorm the COmuined me¢ wbbrsp*ps, very

few contacts attending. -

¥le found generally speaking cnd as a result of our relations

‘with them, theot they hzve a somevhat looes, to put 1t pelitely, cone

cception of morbo~sh1p In the Party. Tixis accounts for the tuct that
while in actual active mewbership their party includlng pald func-

~ . tlenarics is no larger than ours lecally, thoelr memboreghip bocoks cnd

reports indlecate & branch roughly three to threo ond a half timos as
lerge., It s a fact that we have sympathizers whe are more aehive and
interustcd in the movemcnt than meny of their members, 34,
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It 38 porheps roiundant ofter cur eszperiencss natlonally to

. speak of the low nolitical lovel of their party but it might be of
sore value to rmenticn the following, Hhile bpinv nnwfnctlv cognizent
of the validity of the proposition that 2 priest may enter our party
ang if he desfends the program ani participater in the activities, be .
a good member, it is nevertholess of obvious cignificance that =
considerebla wortion of their membership Is rcligious to the point
whepa they find it inadvisable to schedule functions of eny sort that v
may intcrfere with vespers or the saying of one's besads., Thus, they
;requesuﬁd changing the date of = JOinu fraction meeting scheduled for
the morning of Easter Sunday on the basis that a number of their frac- -
‘tion mewbers would be at church,

¢

2.‘Campaigns -

Ay previ ouuly Indiceted the Pranch has failed to find avenues
“through which to prosecute the Party's cannalgns. Our total efforts
in this field have been confined to not too effective work in tno
‘union field anc the vbtcraas crzarlzation,

~We collesborated with the SUP in the presentation of a resolution
~for the Labor Party and have from time to time spoken on that Ques-
‘tion in the union, on the floor, in various committees wherc we hove
£, been 1nvolvrd and in general work with individual memders. Our task
“_here has been made exceedingly difficult by the activities of 2 group
‘known as ths United Labor Party.- ‘The beck bone of this group is the
‘former Cord: & C“OUp, oompris d of soms cight or nine forner Trotsly-
-ists who wore expelled from our Party short‘y after the SVP -split
c0nvention oi 1940, ’ <

o This group comoingu with an old time militant in the eron labor
movement fo form the United Lebor Party. They claim 300 member
Actually it would appear that they succesded in siegning up & la“go
number of people on the basis of a very watcre d program and that they
“heve scen very few of them since they signed thc‘ up. They have &
core of probably 15 active members. Theses are distributed fairly
‘evenly in the principal URV locales and through their activitles have
_succeeded in dlscrediting the whole idea of & Labor Party. They are
absolutely lsolated smong the.uctlve unionists. ‘It is only nscessary
_for them to speak cn any guestion, or rather to support any preposal
-t0 insurc its deflcat, Tncy havs provided the pﬁrfCLt chnt of ce=-
‘parture for all thc rea ctionariss and opponents of the idea of a
~5Labor Party. o - o :

. . i
4, Trade Unlon VWork

. The Branch has ‘just complntad an oxtonﬂive discussion of its
‘union work. This discussion.covered the rcsolution of the last occ-
tive workers confercnce, the Party's outline on the role of the
trhdo unions und our past work locelly in the union movemente

3 Scveral vnrlutions of tho same point of view were presnn‘od but
sthe branch has not yet adopted onc as-its opinion., On one thing
wwothore was complete agreement. The Branch has failsd to rscrult from
its work in the unions and as the docufient of the last Active 'orkers.
onfercnce pointw out, the yardsticl: by which we meoasure the success
f our union work is the rocruitment we roualize from it. Wilth that
or our polnt of departure, we recognized that our functioning has
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bern do”cctive. Generally we arreed that, for exauple, in the one
big union whare we have comprades and whe 1 there 1s a well estab.
1ished progresvac couzus in which we function, we rust in the next
period recruit inbto this ceucus, uvnion wmerbers primerily on the hasis
of our ideas rathcr then purely trade unicn ideec, This will thion
provide a more sold base for our work inside the caucus and will :
provide the vocervoir from which we rmay reeruit. In the past we hove

concerned ourselves with working with the already existent menbers of
the cancus only to find then singnlarly unsusceptible,

e Veterans ‘Jork

Fcllowing the 193 convension of the Party, the branch sent thvee
avajlabls ccemredes into the £V0. Two of these comrades were activ
in the uniocn movement. Unlike cther cities where our vomrado" 1u°*
struggle for recognition or vwhere hotly contested elections for delaa
gates, =tc,, ensue as & rosult of.the CP end other re;ctLonq“T LU -
ings, we socn found that cur peopls were being saddled with Jobs
on all manrer of commitices and thelr time more. and more tcken up

-vwith vetls work.

Now, Lf we hed hsd cowradcs avallable who could devobc that
sort of time.we would gladly have accepted it. 4o 1% was, tvo of

~the three were busy vwith unicn worik, Une of thase two, & comrade

who has a2 femily and & certain mivimum o résponsiblilities thore, had
the folloving wcetings cach weekw which were alreedy wmandatory: |
Party branch meeting, Party BC, union EC, union caucus, educationdl

clessce for comtacts, periodic wmectiigs of other committees in the

~union, AVC meotings, housing coriilttee of the AVC and in addition &

all this he was belng prisced deteriminedly to 8erve on otuer non-

mittoes in the AVC. This situaticn was onviou” ¥ i 010“‘*_0 brsed
orn alrecady ceteblished lews of the solar gystem, The sam2 siltuation
EW ) -

was .true to & loaser degrea of the other unicn comrade, Wo there-
fore declded that thesc two comradss should attond AYC mectings only
when they found nOtﬂLPF eisc gonilicting with thern and that tho“
should for ths tims scrve on no commlttecs or in'any other cavucitiocs
inside that organization, , _ -' A :

e succeeded in saving cur union comrndes from being swampod
under but wve also succeeded in breoelking the hack of our AVC work,
The one romuining comrade coazsed to function and in short ordsr we

“had no one cven attending meetings. That situatlon is pou being

corrected and the breanch will b2 wblo to nw“c & more encouraging rc-
port in the futwre, ' :

3

Ce legro Vork

o have conducted no work in any Nepro organizations. wWe have,
hovievar, conducktcd orginizod and Lon‘lurlz >d SOl‘CitauiOﬂo in Negro
neighborheods &nd havs cnjo¥yed a CCPtmin swecess, e are ot proscnt
occupled with the somoe type ol worl, Through the cfforts of cur cua
Negro comradce and znother conprade whose work had led him into con-
tact with youny Necroos, we havse vorked with threc Nogro contucta.
One movod pewianently o How York Clty end our comradeo from Airon
personally introduced him ~Pryn“l" to Comrade Falk of the yoath nd
he will be conbacted by the Lew Vor{ Youtq. :
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7. Literature

, Our wopriz arcund LiH0R ACTTION has already been outlinzd. Yo cone-
ducted roguler wbcblv 'olx citatlons for a perliod of some twelve months,
This work vhile successful Iin the sonse of s steady source of suba °
-scriptions to thie paper, proved to be something ol a demors liéiﬂﬁ ex-

- perisnce for some c¢f the comradez znd we sulfered & relapse in sctivie-
ty for 2 period of ahcut two months. Ye have once azeln berun this
work in what appsers to be & better method of alterniting distribu-
tions and solicitations,

tie place the NI on three newsstands and sell 1t to contacts and
friends. OUur success in this field has Deen negligible, A1l the
branch mewbers are subscribers and that eliminates salcos inqida'fhe
branch. ‘e tried glving sach member "ﬂ ex+ra copy of each issue:
and requiring pasyment in advance, 18 st cases this only meant an
-additiaensal flﬁa)Clﬂl burden on the mo aership and did not qolvo the
.real problem of di stributing the m4rﬂ:1n »

Ve bhave done pretty well Wlth the Party B”LLFTINS and PARTY :
-BUILDERE, manzaging to keep cbout even there, - The branch has bsen
building up its supply of Vorkers Party Publications and now has a
decent supply of pamphlets end books. Ve have kept our debts to the
National Office under control ang this weck the Literature Apent is
cleaning up all debts to the Literature Depa rtment.

8. Public Meetings

. held the following public mcetings since last Janusry: Two
with Wilson spcaking, one with Hows, one with 'alters and one with
VWhitney. Un the average we had somevhers between 25 and 30 people
at thess mecetings, None of thowm were excecedingly successful, The
‘best reaction both in numbers and cffect was one me cting held with
Comrade Wilson. We are at prssent making plens for an open mzoting
fmmcdiately followlng the AWC with Comrade Shachtman speaking. Ve .
‘have hopes of making fhio our first roally klg post war meecting.

9. Youth

Somo time ago wc had two youth around vhom we tried to build a
‘youth onranlzd+‘ This‘effort failed and we eventually lost the
one comradce, The other is-absolutely inactive and the branch plans
to try once more to activate him and get him in good standing finan-
cially., If unsuccossful thoy intond to drop him from the rolls,

10, Wembership

The tetal officisl wembarship at presont is 15, Of thesc two
are residents of Lnrﬂiﬁ, Chio znd do not attend our meetings. - They
‘are carricd on the btronch bonke upon the instructions of the Natlional
Office and mecet thelr finaneial obligationu through the Akron Branch,.
Of the rdmaining 1%, 2 are incctive The one alrecady mentioncd under
the preceding noint ang ”“OU}\P nour de who 1s active in the union
movement cnd whost rcasous for inactivity inslde the Party arc recoge
nized by the bhrench as morc or lksv valid for the present. This coms
rade hes requestod permisclon of the branch and the Natlonsl Orffice
to transfer tc the Oawland Broneh vhere he intends to resunc his
Party activity. Another comrsde, very actlve In the past period, is
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in the nrocess of weving to Uleveland wnd w11 racuest transfer %o

thet Branch, Two comrades have Heen tried on charges of conduch un-
becoming Party mombers but the t»ial conwmittce hag not comnlated its
verk Jat. They have voluntarily retired from all Party 1ife egsinst

=Y

- the advice of the btranch and now stend suspended for non-poyrment of

dues and non-acttendonce at meetiags, -

The branch lost no one throush the split of the Johnson~For-st
Group. #t tlhie next regular business meeting we sre recruiting one
new mombers This comrade has been esscclsted unnificially vith 7irst

the CP snd then the SLP, ﬂi° wife has recently given virth.to o

child and though sympathetiec snd in agreemsnt Wlth us, is not jeining
but wishes to be cunsidered a cloge Q'Wpathlzer.

11, Functioning of the E.C.

T2 Executive Commltitee for the most odv+ bas iulfilled its

function of providing political leadership for the branch to.the ex-

tent 1ndicated by the foregoing report, Tt has met regularly
despite the fact that at least one of its members has found 1t diifi-
cult to attend bpecause of unlon vorik, The comrade who is moving %o
Cleveland has been a member of that committees Election for branch
offices including ths Executive Committee are schrdulecd for the

next regular business meeting. Thie brznch has decided on a three

.

man committee insteed of four as in the post,.
12, Soclal hActivities

As already indicated the broneh held a serles of very successful
socials so long as it hed & plecs to hold them. Ye made money on
all of thom and people really enjoyed ettending. Ve are holding
sporadic affulrs now depavaﬁnt UpPu or ability to torrvow & place to

hold them in, antln” facilitizs in Akron prnsantu no. solution

because [1rst of @ll such places nave thelr ovm bars and:thfy make
the profit. uecondly, *h@‘ane cocials we nold will not fi nance
such »rcjects as comrades In some OI the larger centors holu.

13, Student Viork

This field has boen 2 veld until recently, primarily bccausc

we had nc students and neo COnuJuu" among stuﬁHnts. Some time ago,

one cf cur comradcs enuer~d a ncarby university as an instructor and
we have succeeded so far in pa 1nudf one contect, & former CPler,

11, Estimate of Trosent State of Branch

The branch has come through & pericd of sunmer inactivity and =«

.pefiod marked ty a somovhat domors Ilang trizl of two of its mcmbers,

¥While woe ot presont have 10 ncople vho are in one wey or ancther

‘actlve end 1live in Akren, ve ars faced with the prospact of once

again losing twoe comrodes to othe i branches of the Party. That vill
bring the total numbor of Akron com*udes now funotioninw in othor

‘branches of tho Party to 16: New York 1, Nowark 2 CnL0100 2, Detro it

3, Seabtle 2, San Pedro 1, iorgantovm 1, Lorein 2, and now Clovelond
lami&mhmdl.

Aside from tho normal turm o or in memborship, Akron has al o oys
suffercd from losing its most tdlbntod pcople to other tranches,

Fane]
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Among the 16 who functicn elsewherc, three arc NC menberc and almost
all the rest may he consldered among the secondary leadership of the
Party. DeSpite this ove rwkelming gencrosity on the part of the Akron
branch not one party comrade in ths history of the Trotskylst movenent
has ever found himsclf sufficiently inured to migrate herc. Twice -
observers have ventured in on brief research wmicsions, Comrade Stiler
in the late thirtlies and Comrads fates for a period of three profit-
able months preceding the 1946 convention,

. The branch made every cffort to secure a full time functlonear
during 1946 and much encouraging talk on this score emanated from
New York. As the 0chos of this besen to dle away, we petlitioned for
pioneers who would settle If only for & short period. To the numer-
- ous returned vetcran comrades wao were looking for e pl ice to settle
‘we held out the promise of jobs, temporary housing, paternal care
and various winor things for fhvir»approval and edific atlon. The
result? HMore people are leaving Akron, :

Desplte this somber tale the branch is entering a perlod of re-
vitalization that cannot but inf€recse the size of several of the
" other branches of the Party. Tho remaining comrades mentioncd ave
~all full-fledged Party members, active, 16yal ond devoted. AlL - ’
phases of the'.ork show definite signs of 1mprovpment, especially
recrultment .. This is occasionsd primarmTy by three tnings: 1) An.
increase in undprsnundln% and appreciation of what the Party means
“and how it functions. contributing factor here is to be found
In the visits of a number of the cumrades to New York and Ncwark
“for thelr vacations and excellent manncr in which they were hondled
by the New York and Newark comrades,) 2) The cleaning of the intcrn-
.al atquphe”e occasioned by the alrecdy mentioned trwal of two wenme °
‘bers and their voluntary withirawal from the lifs of the branch,
3) The automatlic reaction to a consideruble pbPiOQ of comph_utive in-
activity., '

411 indications at present pOlnE to a corious and substantial
.rebuillding of the Alkron br“nch. : '

s
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REPO:RT ON NE/ARE BRANCH

By Saul Berg - Organizer

This report on the Newark branch unguestionably presents o loss
rosy plcture than the report of last November. The goneral status
- of the branch as comparcd with last dovember can be summed up this
" way - our political contucts, peorle friendly with us etc., arc as
nunmerous as ever; in the ficld of youth contacts we arc botter off
than bafore; wo are not isolated, and we have active UAW and AVC
fractionsy but wo have baen vneslc to integrate most of our rcerults,
‘some peoplae hove dreppod out, and although all the snarkplugs in the
‘branch remein and are still spariolugs, the branch does not have
enough flesh on its bones to handle the contacts 1t has or to be
reasonably attractive to them, ‘ 3 339
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"' Newark,., In January of this ¥esar, one comrade quit, and another was
~laid off, A third comrade, our ocnly Johnsonite, pprformed absolutely
no political function. Thus we emerged from the wholc preparatory

- cetlondl Director. One of the comrades 1s now the locall's dclescte
- to the Eastern GM Councll, ard is on its screening commlttee, vhose

"is located in the ERepublican suburbs and-the rank and file is luss
union conscious than in most £astern UAW shops; (3) if we recruited

ilembership

lovember 1946 «- 14. : T . .
‘September 1947 - 11 , - L

During these el ght months seven perple were re"ru‘tcd while 10,
including 1 Johnsonite, dropped out,  In acddition, 3 nnople trans-
ferred out of town and 3 transferred in, Of the 7 recruited, 4
dropped out with*n the same period and are included in the above total
number dropped, Of the other six dropped, 2 had joined only a little
earlicr than last November,

;

Campalens - . - .

The branch was unable to carry on any real political campaign
on-housing, labor party, etc. ‘e did carry on a consistent followe -
up of cur.zub drive of last year in the housing projects. A hiyh per- :
centage of renewals was obtained and in one project 2 subsvential
group of party conmtacts was developed, which I will describe under
the heading of Negro work, The drive for new subs in April was a
fgilure.~,1h; wPmbcrs turned out but they pot & 7€ry poor responsc,

‘

Union Vork

In April-June 1946, five comrades, the total number avel lable far
1nau trialization, all went into a8 GM plant twelve miles out of :

period with &n entrenched fraction of only two, who have consistontly
developed their activities. In ~elwuary 1947 both were elected to
the Shop Committee. Later, one became Vets Divector, the othsr *due

Job is to prepare proposals for the next GM contract, ke has alrhddy
proposed and had accepted by thls beody the escalator clause,

T TRy I N o TR TN P g R ST PR T U S S Nt

The fraction has carried on considerable Lehor Party agltation, o
But (1) the shop has only 800 workers, not & very large arcna; (£) it o

from among the vhite militants in the plant, we would not b recrulte
ing into the Newark branch; meanwhile for this wholg year, two &ce
tive olé time comrades in a small branch have bem able to do come
peratively 1little political work in NHewark. This does not mean that
they should nct have been zctive in the plant, but it helps to cx-
plain the lack oi' forces in the branch for local politlcal ectivity.

A large part of the Negroes in the plant 1live in Newark. Tio
Negroes arc lined up behind us 100% in the local. #mong them our
fraction has been morc open politically. 8ix subs wére obtalned gnd
a small class of Negroes froem the plant was fl nally ovrganlzed two
months ago, taught by Comrade McKinney. Howcver, becauseé of the
comploylﬁos of' the shifts in the u'pgrtmento, this class only zets
togethcr about once a month, Thrce.sesslons have bem held, and th
are 1ong term prospects for rec “uiflng from it,

| 340
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Veteransg Vork - In Septemb=r 194C, four branch morbers, cll those
eligible, joined wsewvark AVC, No one was assirned to AVC as his nin-
jor activity, but two of the four vere instructed to ecarry on soue
work, For six months we did very little outside the chapter meeting
(this is & chapter of 500 members, Iincidentally), but a greaﬁ denl
on the floor-cn all sorts of issucs, In April one comrade was elected
to fill a vacancy in the chapter ex tecutive comiittee. He was put in °
charge of the chapter's pre- convention discussion, and was successful-
" in having wmuch of our platform for AVC adopted. DBoth comrgdes were
delegaues to the 1waukee conventnon. : ‘

uon31der*np that the activé core oP thts chaptep is not very
large, its int ternal poclitics are incredibly confused, and I won'“‘
~attempt to describe it. In any case, over a perlod of time, we had a
- great deal of effect on the th*nk*nv of a few good progressive ac-
“tivists. ©On the rest, we had no positlive effect, except to make them
. very, very conscious of Trotslyites, Last year's chapter adninistras
“tion was a mixture of everything. There were no caucuses. Now,
telections are about to take place and there are no less tl- ' n threce
“organized groups - (1) a caucus that can be ch“racterized as right
- wing, since 1t‘excluded all radical minorities; this caucus h
fwmthin it dissidents that opposed such ex clu§10n~ (2) the CP
(3) us. In adoitlon, the SVP has a large fraction which doss ab-
- golutely nothing @and 1s known to almoszt no one. They are rumning .
- one candidate and will not campalgn for hime. Ve are running & propa-
“ganda campalgn for our candldates, based on the program and nume of
‘the Lebor Vets Group. -

-Ag for actual rccruitinu out of thu ohapter, prospects are not
good.A Several active chapter members have LA subs, and ons is read~
ing our literature. Also, several old radical sympathizers, by scc-
‘ing us at AVC maintaln some interest in us, and come to our vigger
‘forums, Y%hat 1§ nceded in the chapter is concentrated personsa \I con-
.tacting of the best people, . Lo .
Nsgro Work - I have alrsady doscribed the contact class made up
,of Negrocs frcm our GM shOp. , : _ :

Las fall J. R. Johnson ceme into Newark to conduct a series of .
. ¢clzsses attended by our Negro contacts. 10 attended, all pretty con-’
sistently. Ten scssions were held: ' Johnson, starting pretty well,
- procacded from the general to the more general to the still nore
.general, and in the end tried to recruit by great personal prcssure.
‘One Negro went for it whole hog, joined but later dropped out because
of ovcrwh€1ming pocrsonal problems:. On the others, the ¢lass hzd no
. great ef fPCu, elthough by and large thoy remaln Syﬂpathptho

In our best houning progoc+ WG avried on persistent contacting
of a number of Negro workers, who had had considercble nxnerltnco as
unionists and some prevlous contact with the radicel movcment “hen
- -the third round of reneswals for LA subs came up in this progbct We
obtaincd thirty ranowals, half of whom had attended one or uo“o
Party functiono over a pcriod of time. Tht® surmer a comrade ves ase
slgned the task of organizing & SWCluliSt cducational and qOOLD
club on the projcct. About six of the contacts,.all well acauainted
with us and convinced Soclalists, werc active 1n st wrting the club,
but what with summcr vacations, ¢te,, have not gotten far ‘Sorious
cfforts on this task willl recsume now, Recruitlnp’pou31b111tioo here
remain good, cnd with a type of potential Negro recrult more aidvanced
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than moct of the close Negro cortacts that we devaloped earlier in
tranch viork,

Unity 2md Collaboration - The prospects of ualty with the SWP °©
undoubtedly naed a very dam“”inN ¢ffect on the branch's independent
nctlv1uy. Many efforts at 1ﬂep ndent work werc pub off witn the
1dea thot scon we wlll be in another porty. However, this +nmptat3mn
wag succnumoed to so eastly by vs only heczuse of the difficuliles we
alresdy Taced - the failure of the cne month =ub drive, ths fallure
to recruit from Johnsonts class,

sfter unity fell throuzh, we ha ne¥ nenaces - the SWP Minopi-
(¢

i d a

tye 3Since the Bayonne SV/P bhranch dissolved nd transferred its mome-
bers to Newarik, Newark had become the Minority's enter,'wiuh 8 to
10 faction members, end a. few othors frienolv besides, We wowld zeep

aaring thot they were ashout to join, =nd since that nould double the
size of the branch, we would put ofi solving édifficnltles with thle
noetion that after they jolned it would be easy to sclve them,

As for 1llaborotion with the SuP, thoy GOﬂ°Luth 1y and succcps~

fully °V*1deu it In the AVC it vas impossinle to avold collohcriia
tion cowmplately —-'uut they eXuendeu themaelves end achieved tho im-
posalble, -

Bgucotiongl Work - Betwsen November znd June several suncegsful
meotings werc held with "national” SL,Dlors, contact athendanco
rmnglno from 10 to 40. In between v held frogquent forums with lo-
cal gpedlkers, wlth a falrly consisbont attcn anee of four.or five
outsiders. After a short unsuccessiul class in fmsrican Labor Hisa
tery, wo geve up any attempt to continue fho £oruin fduring the swmere
A couple of discuss 1ons wverc held in. a private hoas, atiendod by us,
S{/P Minovcfy and sympathizers, but these wers given up when the IUP
brongh cracked down on thc Minorl by,

Literature, LA, ¥I - Our literature department is excellent:and
by end larpge litervature is pushed pretty well. Likewlss LA subs
sore handled well until the summer ang should now plek up dgain,  But
other LA vrowotion 1s almost nil. Unly rerely azrc scles held, THE
NI 1s ploced regulerly in one bockstore which se¢lls three or four

(“
v

Youth Work - This work has ﬁvo,rWSQrd Two of our bust wcerults
ere youih. Unc has entored the Uni crﬂlfy of Cricago. The other
goes Lack vo Rutgers, where we alroady have a numbor of cont RISV I

ave conducted for the past slx woeks 2 series of discussions in o
comrodets home attended by AYDlcrs and mombers of Hashomer Hatzolr,
One A¥Dter is through with the Stalinists and is rscrultcble by us
protby soon - the others remain on the fence but kceep lis+enkug. This
work has now been turned over 4o 2 lceading N,Y, youth member since
our ovm will e living on the Rutgurs coampus in a covplﬁ cf weels.,

[}

Finonees - Finances are goed. The members pay whnt tkny are sup-

nosad 6o Lnd G mve wxm’c they ought to and without bitehing, Als 0, In
the last fund drive 90 was obtained from a dozcn sympa tnia vy, ot

-

enogh hos baen done, hovever, to get regulnr pledges fron svupathiz-
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Perspoctives - After what bas beon said earlier, it would senn
unwise to tie up locel puzrspectlves witn the SUP Minority. However,
.ag this is ”Piften, the IXD'ers have alieady lei't the IUP Mirnority,
-most of the fection that remains is for immedizte ent“v into tho UP
and we &are solemnly assurcd that it is &ll & matter of two weeks Lew
fore they join, : S .

g

: Their adherence in Newark vi ll have great effect. First, it will
- morec than double the size of the branch, 8econd, it will res olvc the
doubts of that section of our periphery which floated in betwee us

and the S-P. Third, it may result in quick recrultment of several
synpathlzers,

T T T R SR SIS
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~ Further, the group of 8 to 10 Minorityites thet will join our
jbr°nch are of high calibre poli*xcalLV and organizationzlly. 4lso,
.they will add to the brench & trade union fraction of two comrades,
4in a Steliniest controlled UE shop of 5,000 workers., One comrade 1s a
steward, the other a chief otovara. C '
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' In the field of industrial activit y nothing earth-shakirg can
be expected from our UAW fraction in its relative cly 1imited arena,
‘althouph continued progress should take place. Howev“r if the Party.
-and UAY fraction nationally went to selze a real OpporfunluJ, they
will move hsaven and earth to get some comrades into the new [lord
plent at hetuchon, New Jersery. 'It will employ several thousehd, and
is alruody beginning to hire. Anyone who remembe rs Brevstor knovq
what 2 bilg concentrotion in the Ezstern region of TAW can mazn to us,
and we shonld get in on the ground floor. Since there 1s no one
available in Newark for industrialization, this is 2 project for the.
Natioaal Olflce to t KE UDe g = :
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~ The mnain 30b in Newarx itqelf is in61V1duhl recrultment and .
*prospocts along this line are good. Ve have no dearth of sywpathizers.
with sone political education, and after the slackness of the last

two months we must now intensify our contceting and educational vork
among the b“st contacts Vath tho aim of strengthening the bv"nch
forcese.
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. Ag for expansion in the rest of the State, we can set as a con-
crcte aim during the next, dix months the orgrnlization oi an SYL unlt
at Rutgcrs
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R PonT OF MoHATTAN CENTRAL"BRANFH NE7 YORK CITY

By Mary Bell -

The pregent YManhattan Branch wau formed sbout = Vnar ago, when
theé 51d Yenhiattsn Branch, charscterized largely by miscellaneous cifv
cetiyitios, weroed uith most of the compades frowm the Yorkville~”3"+
dsrles Branch, the lsther being one of the "branches-on-wheels” which

N rxnarimeited for elmost a yvear in a new nelghborhodd with total IQCa

T af gsuzceys, At on= of the flrst me-hings of the new bhranch a helf-
facrtiovs, hslf~trus remark was mede. about its brinz 2 branch of.
"DPfg e~ 'W”iudf‘ﬂ” itz ro/tlnsu; hn’"@rocnnnouD compos1tion.

~Thepe weps thrﬂn needie trades comrsdns in the branch, and ona
of therm was madr organlzer in order to ~xpand the fraction &nd +ry
to glve the Branch an industrial orirntetion,. - The preactions 87 most
of the ¥ew York comrsdes,. includlng mrwbrrs, of-the city committeé, to
~an =etive ond vociferous cumpﬁign to gt mnwbhrq into the garment

.

Cindustry veri-d from cynicism to. ssbotage., Thla fraction is still
tinr, its sstiviti~s havs c-vgisted muutlv of articl s for LAROR
LCOTICH, participetion in TLGYY ~ducationsl dlscussions end explor=

atory work in th~ ILG, It ies unfortunat~ that this fisld of con~
ceatration is bﬁinglonrlooknd poarticularly in New York City where -«
thn iﬂ*Uﬂ*wv L = perticularly Gtratrcio on~ for nolltical acktivity -
end Labor Psrby DPJPQH”ndJ.--”-w 2 : T : ' o

‘ Fut the Sranch d1d find £i-1ds. of ectivitv ~ls~whera which kerpt
the wmorsle of most of. Lts members rnlutivnlv intact, For this r~ason
it did not suffor the persgimism and glmast compl~te. inartiai wvhlch '
charach- rizn-Q most of the dew 1ork puPtV brﬂnahﬁs in the smm~ pﬂriod.

TUNﬁNTS' ““UNCTL

R
Thpouch the instrummntﬂlitv'of an %zst Side AVC cvepter =nd +he
. .

initiztiv~ of thre~ comred~s, & trnants! councll was *ormnﬂfon thn

Tost Jide,  Our covrades wopr the most sctiv~ in Billding it, on~ of .
th-m is chalrmen nnd others ars on th- ~x~gutiv-~ uowml+tcﬁ. Thepn~ S
aie about ~ightv-Liv~ paper memb-rs and th~ att~-ndenss 2t m-~tings P,

rong-s from 25 to 75, The council has campaigned actively since its
formation on r-nt control, hass s-ttl~d many grievenc~a in this
bligh*~d aran, “nd haz conductad ipdoor and outdoor ~ducatlonal
m~-tinge, It bh23 a reputation for militaoncev. . end 1s‘kﬂown by the
Straiinist=i~2 group to which it 1s affiliat~d as a "Troiskyist" organ-
Izetidn,  On- of the mein difficultlics In recruiting hes be-n the
fret thet most of the members are ~ld~rly peopl-. 1hn prf"hnf
Lonenta! froction conzists of six branch m-mbers.
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Stortineg with two mnmbnrs, th» branches Tast Side AVC fraction
now hns =n activ~ fraction of six In-a chapfer whizh has a m-mbrpr-
ship of sbout 385 and which gets about ~ightvy to its bi-monthly
ma~tingz, Prior to the national convention of th~ AVC, our corradss
got sll of the rogolutions th-~y submitt-d pass~d. Thav could v-ry
po sitly hav- gotten 2 delegat~ to th~ neational convention, but they

-pe uot ori-nted in thet direction bhcausn of lack of coordin-tion
hnowvn thea ~itv veterans! committpe.,

For th-~ curr-nt New York Cltv conventlion of the AVC, two of our
memb-rs or~ s~rving as drlegotes on a progressive slate of six by o 4
votre of 100-25 the Stalinlsts having gotten only thn alternate pocsts,
W~ work in th~ progressiv~ caucus, run by a Liberal Party libernl, = .
Hawovnr, we have bren abl~ to differentiate oursnlvrs from the '
liberals and to d@monstrqto thnt we are not purn-dnd- lmple onti-
Steliniste, . , ','_ e ‘_;,#,.

In order to ussist thn 4a°t Sigs tonqnts snd AVC froctions which
hove given the branch ita tone, vitslity .and locus for activity, the
brnnch h~1d several street meetings on the ZTast Side during the
summer on populer issues such as. rent or prices, LABOR ACTION was
sold 2nd signatur~s coll~ct=d for:the ten~ntd' council., Opinlon in

~ the branch is divided on the success of thesé meetings, since the
composition of thes sudience’ was most. frequentlv th~ oldcr, semie-
'_Stqliniznd genarqtion.‘>, STy

T TR R T Ny JUEP R T Uy AP )

S NO”CONTACTS S
Th~ wost conspicious lack 2nd th= most urgrit n~ed In =211 of “the
bronch work are new party contacts., Desplte the 2ctivities and the
genierelly good morale, the branch hos not plicked up sny genuina con-
tactg., This 1is pqrthllv du~ to the fact thnt spadework wes Qtnrtnd
in the spring just prior to th= summer 1lull, that newer comrndes ~
rathar thongsmore nxpﬂrlnncnd onss were lnading the work, that rent,
work was n»w for the p?ﬂtv, that the clitv 2s ¢ whol~ vas unablé to
undertake anvy rent campnign, 2nd that for much of this psriod the -
int~rrnzl ~ducetion of th~ party had to rsavolve around th~ Johnson
disputa=-~-which was scarcnly vODdUCiV” to plqnning me-tings for out-
slders, . -

i

ZPERSPSCTIVESI'

Pbe branch has two mQjor pnrsph tiVos on the Fﬂst Sld@’

(1) To form ) gnnuinn Tast Side br h thrsuph thn worL of the
prasent froctions, by rﬁcru1+1ng XBast °1d°rs.

(2) To lay the groundu:rk for an - ﬂlnction cwmpqign on th- Tnst
Side in 1948, MO ‘=‘Hﬁ‘w '

a

To furthsr th-se p-rsp~ cf1v~s, th» bronch hd' st up an Tast
Side "Zurv-y Cowmmittael" which 1s in charge of conducting n socio-
logicnl surv~y of the arean, its r091QI ﬂnd lnngqun composition,
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political kistory, voling records and of furnishing informotlion
on the orgmizotions moct feasible for bhranch m“mbers to work in.
One of th~ important tasks of th- committee ls to get date on thls .
tonéement area ns the basis for prn°ﬂntiuﬂ our Liousing program, One
nf the mrrbers of the committce was nssipgn~d to the fiveecent subway
farea lszur, which, while 2 city-wide tzsuve, will be especlally imp-
ortgnt for us to utilize in this %vpe of neighborhsod work,

-

The branch executiv~ comiitten 1s concretizing th~ work of the
survev.committee by assigning memwbers not otherwise involved to scovi
and 'work in organiz-tions in thls aren, 2nd will ceall upon Jhe Viane
hattaﬂ Youth and ofhmr branches fvr agalstance,

"Thﬂltyo ex~cutive commlttess tha branch has hnd in'this period
heove fupnctioned exceedingly well aond have agctuallw functioned.ns
lenders of the branch, 7Th~y hav~ not been victims of th~ general
slurp Iin morale, Newer members have been drewn Into leadership,

' The bronch foiled signally--ss did the New York poarty as a
whole-~to renrlize its perprctives gs an Industrial branch, But
drsplte the internnl digpute with the Johnsonites gnd- oreoccupa+ion
with unity, it did mahage to =ink some roots, tenuous ags they are,
‘irito th~ Bast Slde, With persistent care, we should. see some frult
nE"“ year, = , . :
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REPORT ON VWEST VIRGINIA

By James M, Fenwlck
#* % % |

The importance of the fact that for the first time in the hisw
tory of the Trotskylist movement in the Tlted States a tochold has
been secured among one of the most important sectlons of the work-
ing class, the coal miners, nsed not be dwelled -upon, Knowledge
about coal miners and the coal mining industry, which was previouse
ly based upon memories from the old days of the Communist Party or
upon newspaper accounts, is now direct and concrete, Without fallw
ing into that starrye-eyed enthusliasm which occasionally substitutes
for sober analysis in our Party, it can be soberly salid that.proper=
1y cultivated the contacts which we currently have established in
West Virginia, the work which we have done, and the exPeriencc which
we have gained offer us eyceptional Opnortunlties for the extension
of our influence, : . :

In view of the general ‘absence of 1nformation which exists in
our organization in regard to the ‘¢cocl incustry snd the coal miners
"= conditions which are outside the experience of the average comrade
working in the factory - some ‘prefatory information on conditions
in Vest Virginia, excluswve of our Party work, wi 11 probably not be
amiss. : o ‘

Wcst Virginla is primurily a n091 mining state. About onee-
quarter of the coal mined in the country comes from this region, .
There 1s other industry such as glass, chemical, textile, ctce,
and some merginal farming, but thesc . are of rclatively slight
importance in a state whose industriel oomplaxioq 1s overwhelmingly
determined by one 1ndustry - coal. , . : o

~ The Nonongahold vaer,'Which rises 1n Wcst Virginia and flows
north to Pilttsburgh, is of arterial importencc .in the cconomic life
of the area, OUnec-tenth.of the coal transportcd in this country iz
" barged long this river, largely to the Pittsburgh industrial cgglo-
meration., At intervals along the northern stretches of the river
arc large towns which serve as administrative, shopping,.end soclal
centers for the very small coal ‘villages which surround thom. Since
coal i1s an extractive industry, 1t 1s not cenmtercd in urban arcas
such as is the case with the stcel or automobile industry, for in-
stance, The coal villages in whlch our organization vorks, or the
villages In which wc have the possibility of working, have total
populatlons renging from oOO to 1,000 pcrsonso ‘

\n

Morgantoun A *

Horgantovm s the parent body for the satcllite cosl towns in
which our work is concontrated, 1t has a population of 30,000
pcrsons, & considerable proportion of whom arc petty~bourgcols,
though a certain numbcr of mincers live in town and commute to work,
Industry 1s inconsequential, conslsting chiefly of a chemical plant,
o shirt factory, a faucet factory, and a glass factory. Givcn the
charoacter of the state and the sizec of the town ftself 4t 1s not
surprising that the social consclousness is rathor retarded, One
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index of Thie is the comparatively extensive influcnce o proteostante
Tam, which, not being a tightly-knlt organization like the catholie
~mrch, for instance, 1s nomally of 1llttle social weight in the
sverags wid-west community.  Considcrable social survicc work has
bion done by the Presbyterlan church in the mining camp of Pursglove,
Th swirming pool and "The Shack," both built with mincrs' funds
and labor - modest acquisitions 4'ha.t thoy arc = have rceccived con-
zldcrable national publiclty, :

What chicfly distinguishes Morgantown from similar towns in
West Virginia is the presence .ef West Virglnia University, an insti-
tution of seme 6,000 students, . It, too, howecver, docs not escape
unscathed from the cultural milleu, It is, for instance, Jim Crov
in the undcrgraduate school, Philcsophy courscs arc devoted %o prove
ing the cxlstencc.of God and to lecctures underliping the evil cffects
of nictoino &nd alcohol upon the mele spermatozoon, Writers like
William Foulkner are airily dismissed with the Photorical question,
"Now, rcally, would you want to read Faulkner aloud to ‘your mother?"
Fev would Veterdns are, for the moment, busy in making a career, -
Novertheless there arc the usual giftod few among the faculty and the
student body who are turing over the whole roelm of knowlcdgo scGke
ing answers to the current world crisis, In spltc of cverytning,
the un'vcruity acts as a genuine 1cavcn in thc town. :

. 4
i

The Coal Camps

A great number of the coal Cumps are 51tuated along tho Mononga-

hela or in valleys whose crecks flow into this major river.” A lorge
number of thcse villages date from the coal boom of the first World

War, Despité the ads which the ccal opcrators run in national magae

zincs, and decspite an amclioration of conditicnsg o er what they were
twenty-five years sgo, the camps ere harédly more than Hoovervilles,

None of the usual conveniences cf living in the city exist,. Normally'

therc arc nclther bathm oms, insidc tollets, hot wator, sidowalks,
rubbish and garbage. collection, telephones,. central heating; nor
cellars., Though company stores have lost scme of thelr prbautory
charactcr, they still exist and still exact extortionate priccse
Rocercaticn is on a primitive level, Given the monotonous 1llfe of -

| “the mincr, & funcral takes on .the character of a ma jor social evont.»

For the rcst, rolaxeation from the dangers and monotony of mining
consists of attondance at. church, cspceecially on the part of Negro
mincrs, going to a cheap pilcturc show glven perhaps once a week,
homeric érinking, pool, and unbglicvable attontion to and fincssce
with the p:n-bqll machine, Education is primitive, and is Jim CroWw,
From the sith grade on Negro children have to go to tewn to finish
thelr cducation, as i's true for white children from the ninth grade
on. Undor such conditions, the gencral level of education cen easla
1y be imagined. Given the exceptfonally poor 1iving conditicns, the
brut 111zing character of m¢ning ag currently conductbd, the lack of
cducaticnal cppertunity, and what Marx so justly called "the idiocy
of country life, " the 1novitaulo result 1s gecneralized violcnce, S
Slashings ohwo+ings, and flst . fights, usually displaying an umazing .
fo Ptlllty of inventiveness, arc common, - e

“Public opinion," as it 1s usually ccnccivod of in urban ccnters,
hardlg ¢xlsts in the ccal camps, Almost cverybedy is a miner or BRI
hes o vory dirvecet relation with tho mincrs., Pectty-bourgcols opinion

vhiich nnyh* be mobllizcd ﬂﬁﬂinﬁt the mincrs usually conaibts of tho - = -
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beer-joint owncr and his family, a handfvl of the minc bosses who
actually live in the villapgs, o reverend or two, the company doctor
-~ and that 1s sbout a8l1ll, Thet 1s hardly a formidable array of pere
sonnel or talent. Ad¢ to that thc nature 6f mining, and it usually
.docs not make necessary raforance to the effecetivencss of tho UMWA °
machine to ecxplain the rcmarkable uolidaﬂ.ty of the mincrs 1n all
thcir actions,

The Mining Inductry

. A good proportion of the mines in the Morgantovm arca aro owned
. by the Pittsburgh-Counsolidation Coal Company, This huge combine,
“the largoest single pmoducer of ccal in. the Unlted States, was formed
in 1943 undcr the leadership of the Hanna Corporation of Cleveleand,
.As in elmost all other filclds, the coz2l industry undcrwent a process

"~ of conccntration during the war, Smellcr firme, olong with numerous

individual entrcprencurs, wore oombinbd intd this large corporation,

~ The minces in"the arce arc mostly slope, not sbaft, mines. Strip

operations are becaming more and more cormon. The mincs have been :

in full production ecver since the boginning of the war, ' There is - L

cvery indicetion that this condition will continuo, given the neccssi.

tics of currcnt U.S, production and the commitments which will be

. neccssary under the Marshall -Plan, Full production has bocn ime’

- peded In the Morgantown arca, ard in northern West Virginia gencral-
1y, becausc of the ral lroad coal car shortage which resultod from f

the incrcescd rate of dotorioration induced by wartime opcrations

and the lzck of roplacements. Nevertheless, from the long-time point

ef view thc coal industry is a dececlining onc, Tho coal operators ]

have ostnblished a large rescarch laboratory in the Pittsburgh arca 3

for the developrent of new usces for conl end for the exploitation of

- ¢oal derivetives,  Gilven the czpansion of the coal industry which

~ has takon place the past scven years, a recession will produce very
scrious scelal rcpercussions in the coal ficlds, Co L '

7~Thé Mincr

: The most striking fact about the conl miners initially is that

" en exception2lly large number of them arc old ren, Thls hes buen a

., sourcc of concorn among tho coal opcrators, as is cvidenccd by dise

cussions in the trade journals, In view of thc high degrooc of
- mechanization in the mincs, only by the incrcased output possible 4
with youngcr mon can the opcrators sec a way of scricusly incrcasing é

‘production, Following the pattern of a phcnonenon that is werld- Ly

“wlde, thcre is a flight of the youth away from the mines. They strikes »j
3
E,

~out for the large industrial citics; some ro-cnllst in the army.

- The herd 1lifc of the mining camps uhich produces this e¢xodus also i
fnduces considerablc mobillty omong other layers of the pOpulation R
who do not have too many cormitments in terms of fumily, homo, "
furuliture, ete, S

There 1s considorable diversity of nations 1 typos aricnig tho
various villages, Scme will be predominantly Italian, othors Rugsiﬂn,'
for instance. In tho ares in which we work the corpesition is largee
1y Negro and native whitc, L o ‘ R RN

ol i

_ Tho 1cvol of litcracy and cul*ure 53 naturQ11y 1ow " Albng with B
- this goocs a low level of responeibility and locdership-~zt loos : B
.~ In the terms to which we arc accustomed. It 1s probable that hasty 3
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genéralization: shoxld not bo made in this regard, for our etporlnnce o
is hardly a falr mpllng of-thw hole mining area, -

Ths double exploitation to which women are’ subJected under
capltalism is a reality in the mine villages. Housewprk is excep=-
tion2lly erducus, familles are large, and the lord amd master concept
is well-esbtabliched. Met of the youhg women would like to marry
womeone outsidc the mine ~camp and escape thc hard aqd monotonous
1ife, - '

= grO(s .

‘In the conl - camps themsolves - not in the larger centfrs 1ike

~ Fairmont or Yorgantom - the Neurc-white relations are the best that
1 have ever seen, There is no dlscrimination within the mine in the
renks c¢f the w rking force. Negroos have all Jobs that whiteshave,
The same is true for the UMWA, Negroes are not merely given honor-
‘dry posts of no real vdlue. They fill all positions in the union, LA
"There is & great deal of social friendlinsss and visiting back and o -
forth bebwpun the Negroes and ﬁhﬂ Whitos.' ‘ ‘ o

Most of tho’ Negroes were brought from the South as scabs during o
. tho bittsr 1922 strike period but have remained to become good union |
- 'mene. A great number of the Negroes, especially the older ones and
- the women, arc religlous - religicus in the sense that religion
constitutes s grecat part of their social 1life and is a rationale

5 )Por the blows existence delivers them, Among the class conscious

-~ contlnued existence, : L v

Negrocs - those who had somo contact with the CP during the %thirties,
for instance - texts from the Bible and from Marx arc cqudlly draun
~ upon in proving the case for scciallsm,

" Mining COnditions o S .' o

Minlng is still a very hazardous occupation in- comparison with

- other ones, It is sufficicnt to glance around in the mining villages

and to notc tho number of mern with arms, hands, fingers, legs and
feet off, and to note the number of cripples and deformed, to rcalize

“the truth of this fact. The dramatic mine cxplosions are the onecs

- which make the¢ pepers, but thers is a constant human attrition ceused
by minor exploslions, rock falls, and accldents with eaxipment which

swel). the casualty totals. That a grcat deal of this was obviable

formed the basis for the cyistonce of the UMWA ~ and guaraptccs tts

| 'The Unilted Minc Workefs

\ The aversage minc local in the ‘area mcots cvery two wecks. In
compariscn with operating standards in the UAW, the UE, or thc URW, e
it must be said that the UMWA is on & primitive level - but probably
not more primitive than many small AFL craft locals, -Onc fact will
11llustrate this: the secretary 1s paid for drawing up resolutions
end statements, & condition which i1s a combination of & rospect for
literacy, a shortage of talont, and a conviction that skilled labor
.should be reccmpensed. Grievances are of a normal type, with the _
exceptlon that slnce safety is of such primary importance the safety
committec 1s probably the lcading committee., Considerable of the o
work commonly assumed by a loczl in regard to the ncgotiating of wage
and other demands 1s, of course, not dons on a local basis but is nCw=
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gotiating<ﬁ‘waue and other demands 1s, of course, not done on a
local basis but is negotiated on a natfonal scale by the UMWA leadere
ship. The field covered by the check->ff is extensive and covers
union dues, the welfare fund, the doctor's feec, and unemployment
“compensatlion, in addition to sporlfic local items. The UMWA is held
- together by a-cadre of older peoplec, As seems to be true elsewhere
throughout the country it is the pcople vho built the unions and

who remember thce bad old days who keep it on its toes today. The
.number of" young pecple attending union mcotings or participating

In its work is very small, )

Though the UMWA is hierarchically organized thpro is a groat
deal of democracy on the lower levels., It is only when matters '
“transcend the local basis and are throwm into the lap of the district
- represcntatives that the weight of the Lowls appointees begins to be
felts In the area in which we worked, it should be remarked, there
was no ascertainable opposition to Lewis except some opposition
from the right of a minor character. The miners in our particular
~area offered little opposition to the passage of the Taft-Hartley
'Bill, Vhat opposltiocn to the bill.existed was of a mixed character,

. since the mincrs' vacations coincided with the passage of the bill

3 and thcy folloved thelr usual prooedure of taking-off carlys - . -5 o

. Since there 1s alimost no local govemment in the mine arcas and

since démands usually mede upon ¢ity administrations have to be made

‘upon the operators, there arc plenty of griovances which normally .

would not be tdken up by a union but can be utilized by a conuciouo

~union leadership. Such things as garbagc and rubbish collection,

- the painting of houscs, etc., can form the basis of a real social

4_§r0gram for the. unicns.~ Actually, the miners are falrly well paid.
one of our COmrades, for instance, probably gots below fourteen

dollars a day. ut no matter to wheat level -thé wages are raised, = - -

and even vith the climination of the coal car shortage, which has
been cutting down the take home pay in the area, the social problens

" of tho mining areas are not soluble on an old~fashioned-trade union -

* level. Questions such as housing, education, sidcwalks, plumbing, .
- etc,, are soclal ones, requiring & broadening of the vantage polnt
from which the social scene is currently vicwed. Furthor, tho

- simple fact ncted by Robgrt Owen a hundrcd yoars age is "very real

- among the miners: wagc Aincrezscs cennot be utilized to bost advan=
- tage by the miners 51VFn the 1rru3ponsibili+y which thcir llfP baq

-~ forccd upon them. .-

-

The History of the Parql ‘

Thc Workers Party was first C°tab1i¢hﬁd in the Morgantown arca
“through the offorts of Morgan West, who subsecquently became a Johne
sonitc. To give the dovil hip duc, he dild a prctty good Jjob in the
initial stages before he got cerried away'on wings of song., 'In

Moy, 1946, an SYL composod of six pcople was formod. With this as a,
_ basis LABOR ACTION distributions were msde botweam May and Scptember -~
of that ycar, with a good.rcsponse from the miners, From among the
LABOR ACTION subscribers and from cmong the ranks of tho YL, which
had prctty much f;llen to plceccs when school started in Scptombor, :
a Party Epoup of 11 pcople was formed, In Deccember of that ycar
- E, R, McKinney visited the arca and formally installed'the'branch, n
- which bc&an with a membership of 11 people. When I arrived in tho -
. area in late Jenmaary, 1947, onc mombor had boon addcd, 5 had moved
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out of town, cnc hzd been dropped and ong was inachbive threough a
sever $llnesse The branch actually ccenststed of 7 membors, composc

ag follows: 4 mincrs, 3 of them Negroes, and l-of them a white;

ono student; one houscwife; and Morgan West, Boforc the aplit thie
was uuamented by one R“gro unCmoloyod mincr, a former CP’cr' and .
five utudrnts. This madc a.branch cf 13 all told. '

BRI IR BRI ey 1 . |

The nroblcm which the branch prescented was an obvious onc: it

-was the task of pollitically and ovganizationally grounding the
branch, if in a ™Mmdimentary scnsc, &Education was bcgun using topics
derived from tle constant developments in the strucglo of the UMWA -
~with the govrnxmﬁnt LABOR ACTION, "Plenty for All;" and, for the
:lack of & pimphlut of our own, the SWP pamphlet, "The Struggle for
Ncgro Equality." - ALl of this education had to be conducted cn a
. viva voce basis, It was all but impossible to get those membors who
"had & cortain facllity in rcading to do so. Some of the comradcs’
-were not able to rcad or wr;ta. There are pm bably few places in’
thc movement outside of S,E. Missouri whore the porsonal rdlations
* between the politically educated comrades and the recrits was 8o
dectsive in raising the level of the mombership, Elemontary.steps
in the organ*zational onsolidation of the branch were taken, Neete
ing nights werc stabilized, the ducs system was instituted, and con-
tacting on a moi ost scale was bogun. imited tradoe union work was
1nstitutcd. : : : e - R

- It was not long, howevor, hofore it bcoamp aﬁpqrcwt that witrout
a. cadrc the possibility of the growth of . the branch, not to spcak of
the meintenance of it, was problemetical. The worker comradcs,
despltec some excellent materlial among thom, did not have the ncccse |
sary cxpcqiﬂnce or tho possibility of acquiring it in the foresceable
future. Morgan Wost, who under other circumstances might have
~developed the basis of the nccessary local leadership, was by this
time a full~blown Johnsonite, with all the pcrsonal arrogance and.
political unrcality which at its best guarantécs in advance the cone
structlon of & type of movemcnt which.is completcl y alien to the WP,
. very scon cast around for personnel from which a native leadership
- goulad bc constructed, We werc fortunate in having West Virginia =
'Univor ity located ncarby in Morgantown.  Though the university 1s
backward in ccompari son with many state universitios, 1t is not overa-

.- ty of wveterans awmong tho student body. A number of these werce youth
from mining ¥ llages who nomally might have wantcd to go to school
~but who would not have becn able to do so for financial rcasons,
. The GI B1ll of Rights providcd them with the cpportunity. There
S.were, aadltlnndlly, several liberal profoessors, , cach of whom -
was trying to improve the intellcctual and politicel climatc in some
fashion or other, On the insplretion’'of onec of thcsc profcssors
an AVC chapbter was formed. This attracted tc and around it thosc
student clements who had the cloarest conception of tho actuating
_mcchanisms of the rcal world, I pickcd up a friendship with the
AVC pcrsonnel, 1 found most of them pecople with a belicf that werld
events could bo cxplaincd once the causal agent could be discovercd
. and that to work for a chango in the prescnt order of thlings was a
. .worthwhilec occupation in life, Most of them had already, in onc
;»  mode or another, rojoctcd bourgeols valucs, S o
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. whelmingly so. A great lcavening factor was the presence of a majori-
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£g a rosult of 1ong, pationt talks with many cf ‘them, in which Wb  A

raced or limped madly over the whole fleld of human thought, f;;g
' S
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students were rocrulted from the AVC, At the samo time, a considore
able body of pcrsons friendly to our ideas in ong degrec or an-
other, was crcated. Tho work of clinching these students was ece
compliuhod in a class centering arourd Max Shachtmants "The Fight

for oocialism." A fortunate fector in the work at the university
was the absencco .of any sort of radicel, libesral, or even roughly.™
1ntulluctuel institution., ,To round oif the baslc education which

- the students had rcceived, it was proposed /that they go to New York
for & training pericd during the sumer in preparation for a rcturn
to tho area in the fall. Throe porsons, two of ‘thom comrades and
the other a sympathizer, were. able to-do so., From New York and

from Now York comradcs they received a vory condensed but well proe
scrbed education not only in polities but in general culture as well,
As  a rosult of this period of sclf-dcvelopment the sympathizor joined
the organlizatione These comrades, of a type of which we have nch

had an accesslon since the winning over of tho soclallst youth -in

the tthirtles, can fom the ba 1s'of‘thc’necessary natlive cadr¢ for -

West Vlrginia work. o

‘Problons and Solutions& ’f“:tf‘ju;f-ff%i Vf;," - }if_4“

I 1oft Morgantown in early July prior to thc Johnson split.

When the split took place, Morgan Wost was able to take four miner = -

" conmrades with him, The most advanced miner comrade, despltce his
'1noxpcrionce, the abscnce of ‘any WP cadre elements, and the misrec-
prescntation on the part of VWest, remalned with us. With the rece
entry on the scene of WP cadre perscnnel some two months later the
mingr comrades are beginning to come bagk to the organization. It
w.can be stated with onfidence that those comrades who arc capable

. of branch activity will return to the Party. The .fact, howcvcer,
that therc will be twe compcting parties operating in an extremely
small area will have 2 much more adverse effect than the prescnce of
two such partics operating ih a large industrial miliecu,” The SWP

(Johnsonite) personnel in the area are far from formidable compcti- *‘J*

tion, but they possess a certain flair for acting as a nulsance,

‘But their inoxperience, thelr Jchnsonite deformations, and their per- ﬁ?;

sonal situations should hot permit them to hold the fleld against

/'our coxrades ir our comrades prove able to 1mplement the Party policy;:x

Another problem s to 1ntogratc the student eloments with the

- ccal miners. The gap betwecn workors and intellectuals is not the

‘ecasicst one to bridge under oven the best of circumstances. - In the
coal fields the problem is posed in its sharpcst form. This preocblem
is primerily onec of the.education of thc student comradcs and correct
loadership én the sceno ‘and from the’ ‘center, - The -prescnce’ of" Comrade
McDermott, with his industrial background, ghould be of groat hplp
in this respect. _ : S

A primary 1mportanco for thﬁ developrbnt of our base in coal 1s
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the acquisiticn of qualified miner leadership, both Ncgro and white.-i,:f

Wle are weak at the moment in not having sufficlent contact with
whitc miners. Further, we must scck to lower thc age lével ‘through
rceruiting from among young miners, so that we can have an actilve

leadorshipe This I do nct consider an oxceptionally a1fficult probvf“*?

lem because the f1leld open to us is very extensive and wc have exe
plered only a minute part of it - with unusually productive results.




- -ACTION subscriptions in the mine camps, now that we have a perscnnel

“.right to exlstmce. Further expansion throughcut the stete, for whicE

- my hand and said, "h“vn you get o New York, tell thein that wo'lre e

_ =l 5

The uni- o1ultv remedns 2 very fruitful plaee for work, Intore’
‘est in the courese of world events 15 keen theush net often manifest,
A d&bate held by the university on the Trumsn Doctrine last scmes- ,
ter, for instance, drew on excilted crawd ¢f over 500. The AVC hcre
can £2rve as an excellont campus polerizing force, As the cepitaliste |
Incduced war fever mounts it is certain that thcre will be ruilqu
within the student body which will be advan*aguouc tocus, o

Once the current membership 1s stabilized end o mininum DLIOgran.
of educaticn has been assimilated, & careful program of cxptnsicn
cen take place. The elemental first step 1s the selling of LARM

of sufficlent size to dec it. This work will have to be carefully
contrelled so es not to exceed the resources of the aval lable pare
sonnel. At the same time simple and practical werk can be stoarted
“in the UMWA. Qur comrades there will wont visible evidmce of cur
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- We have the nccessary contucts rizht now, can be t&ken on judiciocusly,
~and only vhen the work in the Mqrgantcnn arca 1s firmly in hand,
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" Nowhere.that 1 have worked in recent years has afforded the cre-
ative satisfaction that the work in Wost Virginia has.” To go into a o |
strange arca, to start from little, and to wakch it grow - thet .is a ;
decp plcasurc. The wminers arc walting %o hour what we have to say, o
The prospects arc real, VWhen I left, cnc of the mincer comrados took

comint, wetre a-comin!," A good part of the rest, I subnit, dupcnd %
upon the serlousness witl which we regapd the ini*i 1 steps we huvb ‘
taken among the roanks of that most busic sccter of the Unitnd St”tos
- -working class, the ccal miner S :

& o OcﬁeberISO, 1947
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REPORT ON RUFFALO NOVEVBER 4, 1947

By Herb Ferris .

l STAT? OF THE BRANCH

_ A. The high moralo of thp Buffslo brench stems from two malf
sources; We feel that we correctly undeprstood and applied the pa?ty's
orientation towards prolstarisnizatlion, on unity, in the UAW faction-
al fight, on a live, vigorous wholesome internal branch lilfe, and on

- .its emphasis upon "facing outward"., We have had the satisfaction of

seeing our work bear fruit in the form of rec ruits.

' Secondly, Tha high nstppm in which thé PARTY 15 held by the core
of UA¥ militants in the city and by the international, Fach of our
trade unlonists has personal prestigs to a greater or lesser degree,
But we do not hsve to draw covert satisfaction that WS know this or
that respected trade unionist is a party member, MOST of the UAW N
~core know our members as PARTY people. Thay are conclous of the party
- too, as they meet LABOR ACTION at caucus meetings, at rallies, and -
at plant sales, WP'ers are expected and welcoms at UAW picket lin-=s
‘and at-the affsirs of several unions, This attitudé upon the part of
what we consider a reslly Northwkll° perriphery reacts upon the com-
rades. The fact that lrading militants sre carefully scrutinizing

“ the party, critically evaluating th= branch as well as individual .
-comrcdes givaq us an add°d se~nge of ‘rasponsibility end. portv prid~, .

. We feel that th° abovo modnratn succ~sse~s ard our just raward,
We wrre, in the main, responsive to th~ nrnds of the union’ militants,
- on th~ pickrt line, flving squad, CIO.vouncil in agitating for an
. area wide caucus,'in driving for programmstic issu~s, ifi sponsoring
. - an open debate on union issues, In a lesser But important ™ degr~e, we
- were rcsponsive to political ~v-nts in th~ city, A Zionisf pick-t’
“line, sales at ~very semblanc~ of a pdlitical m~eting, letters to the
press. Each of these actions, did not, in themsel¥rs, n~t any ex=- ~
: ceptionai r~sults., In thelr totali y they add up to a more inter~stec
-~ and frinndly pﬂriohnry.b ‘ ' _

P°Phap5, ‘for some, it is nrcessary to point out Ehat wo were
not glways responsive, thst at times we were downright irresponsible
lazy, tail-Pndish and inefficlent, There were tim~s when we dwadlerd
along in a "slump" for months at a time. Occasions wh~re coatacts
_poured in, and we-k ¢ftnr wrek of talking to ourspr"

We do not alrly wave thesa deflviencins adide, .In some degres
or another they are part of all orgenizations, perticularly suchas
ours, Thess deficincnciers become dengerous when the branch isn't
" moving. Most of our comrades are sinc~raly trying to "keep the
branch on ths ‘ball, Therc were unqu~stionshbly many things we GOULD
“ have done and didn't, “hat we DID DO paid off.,

B. ‘e still have a fair &ized, wol] dacorated headquarters. We
have torn down and built partltions, palnted, cleanerd, ndded coucnhes
~and chalrz--so now we pav q4O pﬂr month for rent. '

- \ 355



IT. MEMBERIHIP

A+ the writing cf the last report we had 16 .m~mbars in the
bragnch, Tre report read:" 13 are fully active, 1 werely kreps him-
self in 'good standing} one is tied down to his business," Daspite.
all our offortz w~ lost these three cowrades, The comrade who is
#1i-d dosn to his buslness s a cantributing svmpathizer to the party,

Three comrsdes were trensferresd into the Buffslo bronch., Two
were from New Yorx @and one from Chicago, VWe in turn, transferrad
two comrcdes to New Yorx, Thus In this period we incraased our
nembticrazhip by only one comrade through tra nsfers aa against six the -
proceding period, ‘ . .

In Dec.46 we had 14 members, Of these 5 were Buffalonlans, 7
lnw YD nknrs’ f).from Syrncusp ’ .

t=mt
et

Today we have 24 membnrs, 1? Buffalonl ams, 8 New Yorkers, 2 from
Syrzcuse, 2 Prom Rocn@sfer._, S :

e rgcru‘tnd 11 people‘in,ll months,A - | . - - fi

9 work in shops; .one unémpioﬁnd worker, S‘Whité'collar; 3 Qtudonf
one vnion offlcial, one’ functionary.. B ‘ ’

To meke the figures clearer it ig necesgqrv to know wha the
prople #re and how we recruitcd thenm, ; :

In December 1946 only two of our m»nbprs had mor*‘th 'n six monthe
seniority in tha shop. They wernr both in the came ahop snd ths only
.ones gble to bring shop contacts to our me~tings, They brought a &PW

now rnd then =ond could bulld up a decont go6cinl or public me-~ting
~oceanslonnlly. The other comrades were just beginning to mske friends
in the shép. o : : o ' .

i

;

:

:
;

k

4
3
3

[

: Our prripherv con31stpd of three prospnctu, some con+act ‘and
about 5 subs to LA. YWhen the Minorlty parties were thrown off the
state ond local ballots, we pleyed a part in c¢slling a protest meets
ing. Through this we met two members of the SP, both of whom we had
attempted to recrult some years back, Both were active in ths SP,
one was ths branch secretary, ® class In Morzlsn fundamentals was
formed of the two SP'ers and our thre= prospscts, given by the= orga-
2 niz~r, which met weekly In private homea for about four wmonths, O0f°
o the fivo three joined the party. The other. two becsme almost 1ndist-'
3 v uin5u1“ able from partv mﬂmbnrs but did not ]01n for pprsonﬂl reasons,

ity
N

LA

0 Bt A b ke i

»

- At about this time un*ty was 9gqin put on thﬂ'qaanda dn meda

* .+ . an =1l out effort to weke unity work (sece end of report) In the

: cours~ of our ~fforts we convinced thr~e SWP memb~rs smd two of thelr
closrat contacts of th~ correctness of our position on unity., Tha
three SYP members have joined the WP and one of the confacts also 3
joined, ‘Thé -other 1g an‘active.svmpﬂthizmr. Unity hurt our wein ‘
shop concentrationz (see report of lurrain) ‘e were unable to draw = -
» contact from that shop to our m-etings for montha. '

i S bbb i

b il

‘ . *kiﬁ
T

Of the other four comrndns, ons was prnrc ruit d fn a uhop, two bv
workirg with Hochester people by ma*l and visfts, and one in the
course of our generql actlvitv., LR
356
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TRADE UNICH CONCENTRATION AUD TNTUSTHIALIZATION

In Nov, 46 we Ir.d th= folloving trads unton composition, g
m=mbers in {ive shops, divided in thig manner; 3,2,1,1,1, Two‘of
thase wer~ barnly in the pr*i, r53 ~xpliainAd nbova nd uo lost them, .
Oun was trensferrred to N-w lork,

Our pr-srnt comp osition 1§; 9 mrmbers in shops, divided in the
following woy; 2,1,2,4, The ghops ere listed In %the ‘same order as

.. thosr above, Onn cepn observ~- a slight shift of fractions, Onn

fraction is composed of completely n~w recruits to the pzrty. L11°
fractions =r~ 1~23 hy comrades who have D2rn in thn mov~ment, 1f not

“the party, for mor~ then six years,

In shop A our comrades arc both stewsrds., They took th- init-
lative in getting pro-Reouthsr eluments into e caucus, guv~ organiza-

tioncl direction to th~ cauvcus which mad-~ 1t the ovrrmhnlminp force

in the lezl, inj-cted programastlc guestions into the caucus ond the
local. One comradﬂ is widely known smong the militants within cnd
without the shop 28 a WP'er, : ‘ o

LABOR ACTION is s0ld weekly st the plant gatas, Salés ranging -
from 18-25 coples a week, ' o '

Y

12 subs have been gold ingida th@'nlént.

- . . -

Shop B -- (s~ re~port of "urrﬂiﬂ)

- Shop Y, ibis froction is composad of two rbcruits, the leader
of which 19 an -ex-Lincoln Brigade Fighter, md 2 former clos= con-

- tact of the 8P, The other 1s a former mrmber of the SVP, On” of the

biggest probl-ms th:zt th~ freoction fac»s is th» SVP, The lattédr have

" formed a rank snd file caucus which is figkhting th~ CP for control of

the plant., Our comr:des ar-~ working within the rank and fil~ Eaucus,

“ They ars faced vith o constant battle tith the SWP on orgoenlzational
- manuevers, hlegh handed. procedur~s in the caucus by th» S7P, charnc-

ter assazinsation of our comr-~drs, etc, It furth~r ~vidences our
growing insbility to work harmoniously with the SWP, There are no

' particuler: politi’ﬂl disagrecments between our comrnd~s in the sbcn_

and the SWF, " Sinc~ the ecceptance of the Johnsonites, the cannsn-

¥vifes have completely dropped even the mask of friendship qnd attacx

our comracdrs 1n the most unprine iplcd mhnner,

Iﬁ Fpaction D we have on-= bﬂrgalninp committee member who is
elsg 2 membor of the executive bvoard, I'he other three comrades sre
new in the shop, The unisn and political level of the shop is vark
low but thesituotion holds forth much promise for us in tli= future,
We have just recruited a membsr from this shop. This recruit
worked in plant B previovely where nhe knew our people,

We have three delegntes to the CIO council, Thése comr2dns
have been insftrum~ontal in Urttinﬁ the Council to go.9n record for
an Independent Lebor Party, in support of the Zionlist plcket line
and several other lssues which have given them snd the party o high

- On~ of our primary obirctives hns bcen to unitp the milltnnts
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of 4iffersnt shops, %e urge constantly the nend Tor sprea-wide op
evnn multl-union caucus to fight in tha CIO Counzil, ULV, for »
Lober Party, ote, *e ars rrcognized as the onle group in the city
which bag consistently ctt~mpted to do this, "It is, by the w-y, A
R“”O"“ 72D oifferﬂnvn aaong the militants, b'tﬂ’”ﬂ the WP "nd thz
S¥P who retire mor~ ond more within Tehait" 1ooe

® striking -~xeompls of -oUr position in th~ UAY In thi§ nr~a i3
thr nublic drbatr w~ held between Brn Hall »nd an internatisncl
representotive of the USY on Thomng! at?ff. e ape vory proud of thi
debate, ~ B , o - L

One of our ~arly, unren1iZbd plqns wog to nchi~ve ¢clos~ Sprgmi-
zationnl ti~g with Detrolit, to ~xchange Ideres, sprckers, fraction
materiol nnd bronchvislts, wa ﬂﬁnqud to> utilize comrade Ben Hall :
for the debate, . B

. - . '’ _ . :

We had an ettendonce of som® 70 peaple, Two -union prasidents,
some Lthree or four UAW st2ff members ond about 30 commitie~ mrn,
stewards md ronk snd filers were Inc ludnd in the Pudisnce,

e convnrrd experns~s for the me- t;ng, including Ben'as carfare.

W~ recelved pood press coverage,
The r-rl importanas of the debat~ ile~s in this; thot the Jorkers
Party in Buffolo took up the cudgds for the Reuther csucus agninst

. the ALddes Zdgucuz, The union militants snd even the UAW reps, comn
to the debate to hear us drup the oppasition, Our constent agltation
for a Reuther caucug, nd the fallure of the internationnl t9 sét one
Up, ¥ ~de oup aOOﬂsorahlp of the debate seem quite Aatursl, In the
eyas of thd militants, the “orkers Party was a p-rt of £he unlon
situation. Only the “ddes men, the SWP snd the CP protested

th=t the debite was glving us too moch pr~stige, or thht by debauting
us Sheitinger was débating on "outside forcp" who was trying to
oapitellze on thr union situs tion. : ’ . :

The debste was gnnhra’ly hoiled ng "moprs ~ducntion in onn night
than I've had in a yrar" and 23 "th~ kind of thing we n~ed mors
often", Our comrades enthusiasticolly drove homs tha point that our
perty bellieves in standing on its two and srguing its point of view
‘In public, that we think thrss issue~d shkould b~ brought to the ronk
end fil~ without fear of "confusing fhn workers," . ’

To gumrorize our trade union pbsition in o saﬁtnnCn; We frnl

thot wa have mancged to sink our roots into th=: union pﬁrficulnrlv o
the UAW, -nd that +hn next period will really 'vt ﬁur ”bllitv to '
rncru1t.

VETERANS "WORK

L. all.of our eligibles veterans hsv~ not vt been placed in
Vetersns organizations, The primary recgon for this is the pross
of ot hep activity =znd tho fect that most of tlwsf= who do nﬂt
belong work on the srcond shift,
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- - Be. We spent some time In the AVC this year, There 1s one chap-
fer Iin the.clty composed of 175 members on paper.,” O¥ily B0 or so come’
to wmeetings, One of our comrades was n delegate to. theconvention. The
press 5f other activities and the inactivity of the AVC 1Esalf has
E; made it impossible for our comrades to really help build the AVC.

3 C., We have just recently appolinted g Vntprans.uirnctor who will
‘plan and orgsnlze the work in the future, .

1FUVCTIONING OF TH@ mYuCUTTVb COMMITTEE AND IVDIVIIU&L DbP[RTM“NTo

L. We have an excnllpnt executive committee, Any combination of
changps could and probably will be maede In the executive commlttee
‘without impeiring ifs functlion one bit, Our cadre spills over the
fexecutiVP committbe deep into the branch,

- . B, Most of the branch committnns are functionlng at a hlph deg-
e of efficlency, . _ ‘

:EDUCATION;L ACTIVITY
Our educational propram is div1dpd into three parts.'

: A, Branch Educatlonqls - Such toplcs 2s "Whats Bphind the UAW
Factlon Fight?" "Palestine," "Ihe UE today", "The roots of Minority
-DisSrimination," Quiz. Emphasis is placed upon branch parficipation,
‘Contacts as well as members are kept in mind win the eduuationqls are
" planned, o

- B, 'Iﬁtérnql T“ducation:

' Wn had planned an 8 week course for new mpmbers and a dlscussion
group For members on the program of the party.” Though the. Educafional
‘Committee planned the claesses well and the lnstructor of "the party ~

_was excellent, Interest fell off, “ Ona prime factor was the inabllity

'L second factor was that desplte therl best efforts, older comradsas

¥ tended to drive less experienced members from the dlscussions,. e

" have substltuted individual ~ducation for bra nch classes, Leading
-comrades- have been asslgned one, two or threa comrades with whom they
‘meet once a week and to whoum they give a formal "class" for an hour
or so, This method; requires more effort than a branch class but’ls
infinitely more suparior. It knlts the branch togethér as educatlon-
al- work 1s Blspersed" through the branch, . New recrults find this
method more helpful and stimulqting and feerl their personal needs are
being met, Over a pariod of time we hope this method will create a
THINKING mabership, able and willing % engage In polltical discusslons
‘This 1s very difficult to achieve In the "out of town' branches,

‘ ‘Onn important probl-m in education is the conrod@s on the srcond
- 'shift, These comrades sfe 4so o branch organizational problem, We’
“have adopted the following i1dea to try to cope with thls condition.

We have organized an "extra-lcgql" branch meeting of our second
shifters where they discuss party problems and have an oducational
.. These comrades also attend the regular branch meertings on Sunday, This
~ has alreddy prov~d its worth as one of our nsw members 1s on the :

branih mreting. Thils meetlng may prove to be the founding of a second
- ghlft branch, Finve comrades are involvpd in this mPnting.‘

of the COMPFGPS to come regularly due to union or other party business,

second shift and can attend this meerting fer more ragularly thon the

,,\‘
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C. External Classen:

Vie have a class In Marxlan fundamentals for some liedlate pros-
pects, The class referred to in our pr~vious report netted ua thrée .
comrades, e ‘opp to acquire as mony this €£ims, A11 those who attend
the class "pay" for the class, This is quite a help to our monthly
budget. B A

NTGRO ORK

Effective activityreew=~- 0 -
Rrasone===cmermececerve- --~ Laxity

-STUDENT “%ORX

T e

A, e have just appointed a student director
B, We have a fractlon of two on a campus :
C. ‘e have a fraoction of two on another campus.

FINANCR®S

We heve attalned a farl flegree of finencial responsibility, We

managsd to come tnronph the period Dec '46 to the pr-sent maintalning
our headquarters at (40 per month paying organizational expsanses of

© $15 per week (sporﬂdically it is trup), paying our dues and pledges=~-

- of two comrades,3) CIO Council meetinps.

and though it took a special branch fund drive we managed fto pay all
olir back debts on NI, LA, WP Publicatlons, *n encient debt of {55
st1ll hangs over our hnqd to the IO. We hop~ to _pay this in the next
perlod.

CAmrAIGN | S L

The brﬂnuh has been unﬂble to participste in any opecific campalgns
There hove baen none carried through by other forces in thé city and
~we have not trled to initiate any.

. We are définitély looking forsard to 148 when wé plah'to put forth
“-a party candidate, A

- Y, WCA

e bave a housewlves fraction in the Industrilal YWCA, Fraction
menbers have participated in several housewlves and consumer comml~
ttees which did not develop very far, We have obtalned s few subs
and expect greater rewards in the futur-,

LITSRATURE R I

- A11 durlnp the summer months llteratire sales had bpen at a stand-
still, Ve had about 40 on our LA sub list and 10 on our NI list.
In Aurru~+ we appointed a literasture committee éonsisting of three
comrados and a Labor Action squad of the same three plus one more .
- comrade. Since then Labor Actloa has pald for itself, The squad of

4 comrades was to carry the main burden of LA salers and the followy
ing plsan waes estnbllshed to sell our weekly LA bundle of 40, A
weekly LA sale was to be held at these places: 1) 8 houslng project 5
in a Negro nnighbomhﬁod, 2) a plant gate where we have a concentration ..
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At the housing pPO]ﬂGt over a perlod of 2-3 months we sold -

- approximately 150 &$ingle coples of the Jun~ Jim Crow issur~ of LA, W&
.- obtalned a Cozen subs and established some 15 contacts, e have just
- begun the follow up. there,

At the plant gate we worked In conjunction wlth the comradnrs .
working inside the plant., #e are salling sn average of 20 coples @ }
week at Ihn gate and the comrades Inside s~e all those who bu¥y the
paper, hey can then effectively follow up the sales, One comrade
hes sold 12 subs in the plant in a short pariod of time, this mesns
thoet so far thiare are about 35 workers in the plant who read LA every
veek, . .o
~ - TAt the CIO Council attended byeoma 60 mombers we everaged aoout :
15 at eaoch sale, o
our NI bundle is 15, UUrlng tha lnst two months, due to the”
UAW 1ssu~, we sold 35 NI's, e nlso sold 5 Plenty for All, 4 ¥ight
for uoclalism. ' N . . .

Literafurs 1in general hed heen 2 weaknrass In the bpafich but the
small results we hsvé obtalined lndicato tha with a 1i+tle efifort we
could. really sell literaturp - . o

! LABOR_ACTION CORRSPONDENT

1
i

Ve have set’ up a Dlrector of Labor Actlon Corrnspondence. The.
director 1s a leading comrade,  He 1s not responsible for WRITING
articles but for gsslgning and editing them, Though this is a fiew
thihg in our branch 1t is improving our relatlons with Labor Action,
%" We are also planning a full fledged publicity committee, Their ‘

. functlon will be besides LABOR ACTION, tho party Bullder, the local

press, a npwslnttpr to contacts, eto, : L

UNITY

The night the Buffalo branch offlcially announced that unlﬁy
negoflations had been reppened, a highly valued new comrade qult the”
. WP, because 'of his feelings toward the SWP., “Thé overwhelm'ng majority
of £he branch welcomed tnis sécond opportunity to unlte the two :
partles, %e elected a commlttee of four leadlng comrades whichwas t6
“ meet with the local branch of the SWP and arrange g serles of activities
““which we could collqborate on, Our program was as follows:

i, A joint social the proceeds to go to International Rnllef.

27 A mutusl inviﬁation to mombers of bdth partles to attend
-each others branch meetings. : )
, "3, Joint discussion méertinvs . on any of the foIlowlnp toples( or
eny“they might desire) Unlty, UAW Today, Lebor Parfy, meocratic
Centralism, Franceé, etc. i N )
. 4, Jolnt frection mnptings in thp plants thrn we both had
members, : ‘ : ) ; )

’ 5.: A mreeting of "the” trade union committees to dlscuss tha issucs ;
.of flying squads, district council of the UAW CIO Council Reyther .-
. tcaucus ) etc, ‘ A » : o 36\ .
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€, FPosslble jolnt snti-discrimination ncﬁion; rent, housing, etc.
Thet we fgsue a Joint statement on the teacherst strike, ete,

7, That voth branches make available to each other dlscussion

doovments .

After snv»pql delays the SWP met with us, They had no propdsals

of thelr own but condescended to hezr ours, Th# tone and characfer
of the meeting 1s too familiar to all comredas to werrent descrition
herc, At the concluslon of the meeting, the SWP organlzer sald that~
he would present ovr proposals to the brarch but he would not recommend
~ theow fuvolably., He did agree that a Jolnt social for Relisf was per-
' .missable irnd thet "if they had time" we could arrang~ one~tbgether,
He zald he would let us know of the branch decisions, In the course
-of the next 6-8 months not one jolnt actlon took place, Nothlng was
‘done on Relier,
Tboupb none of our proposals wes sacted upon, our cowrades did T

~;support SWP functions: their &turdqy night forum, public meetings. At
. first they were suffusly welcomed, vhen they sat quletly in their
" -, 8cats, drenk at the bary or played plng rong, everything was harmonious
As soon as they bsgen to question SWP' comrades about the reason for
‘unity, the lack of collaboratlion and final blasphemy~-as soon as it
become clear that our comrades would and could argue thelr polltical
Gonvictions, the tempearture In the SWP changnd, It dawned upon them
thnt we Adld not intend to meekly surrendcr our political Belrlefigsand
then they promptly remanded us to hades,
'But they d1d not dare say they wers agqinst unity--.s th~ politic~-
- -a1 commlttee 'was on record for unlty, Thelr conceptlon of unity was

the same as that revealed in the Mabtin letter, “That the WP wus
vv}oininp the SWP Iilke any new rocrultr They counted o@ir chairs, placed
. our sofa and added our msmbership, he difference bBetween joinlng and
-aniting was not apparpnt to th@m—-qnd in tha mqgorltv 1s not anparnnt
~to. this. day. . :
Thére approach can be JUngd from fh@ followinp illuctrqtlon.~
“. The SWP orgonizer asked thes WP orgqniz@r' as ‘an ~videnGe of good faith" e

‘to withhold sale of -LABOR ECTION at ‘e CIO rally beaauss the SWP was’ A
" .golng to distribute the MILITLNT. A lesding comr-de In the SUP asked
* one of our comrndes to help distribute the MILITAIT, In turning down
these requests, we tried to expleln the politlical reasoning behind our.
refusal. Lo no avall-- it was evidence of "lack of good faith,"

. Unavoldably in a town of this size, both parti-~s gover most
politicel and union meetings wlth our respective papers., iIncldents
of an unpleasant naturs often occurred, Jusf beforéa the rn-opnqing L
of unity both parties covered e Foster meeting. Both came in sfrenpth"_
ench having more watchers than dlstributors; They shouted such™ | :
& 51099ns as :"This 'is_the réal Trotskylst paper", "Thats a Shechtmanite
- paper", Onc might nssume these to be the éxcesses of ovérzealous -
o distibutors., When a foremost ¢o mrade of the SWP tekes the ONW SWPler
- who spoké to us at the sale sand Informs him that it were best that the
‘ Stalinists did not seem him talklng to us because they might become
confused end think the SWP and thé WP were one, thHen the plcturs is
clear, Ther~ was no change in attlitude after unity negotlafions were
revived, : : ' -
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The comradn'who'spoke to ua was cn rx-3tallniat and had had hls

e of uAalty. They méadr a study of the unity questlon, discussad the
: Tdated end finally castlgated as pptty bourg@ols and WP sples,

gredst asset, As a SPWCIAL contact Gordon was permitted *o dome to-
fraction meetings, brmch meetings and was expectad to join the SWP, -

dopwd end 23 he saw how the two above comradaes plus another comrade
Bosbegen to have doubts were treated, Gordon began to shy eway from

£e =Gordon jolned the WP. Immedlately he was attacked as p"tty

brought forth ebusn upon thelr own heads,

5 Thp situatlon was brought 'to a head when the SWP flnally agrred
“to an internal discussion on unity. “After a 45 minute appeal for a
“genuine unity mndé by one of the sbove comrades, the SWP leddership
“ launched thelr attack, The Russlen questidn, the p-rsonallfy and

-with the srenker, ‘21l weres discussed--but nothing was 8ald on the

. problem of unlty, ‘Were the lesders for or aga'nst wnity? No answep
. except &alumnlation, Then ceme the WP statement on unlty whlch we

. distended, distorted, ripped out of context, In short--butihered the
fwords. One point as 1llustratlion., Dlstussing the position of the

WP and the WP toward the Stalinist parties, Shmchtman writes of the
gunbridneqble gap between the two idess, THRRE they now they come out
patible within one part hachtmen exposed hig own maneuver. The

;fallure of jnity which wa acknowledge as a blow to the movemént, the
S4P orgmlizer presents as a victory for the SWP, Thelr position won

- the comrades who sincnroly haVP been for unity are l~f¢ aghsst.

public mretings with the WP, were futlle and surfeited with nane

;~ rades have sent ln thelr rosignntlons to thP SJP and thA declar°d
. thelr deslr-~ to joln the WP,

.. surfelt of this typ~ of thinking end acting, . He and one other ¢omrade -
- with whom he had split from the CP to joln the SWP were fully In favor

‘f guestion thoroughly with the WP members snd w#ith all SWP members who .,
would dlscuss the problem, More and more as they volced thelr qualms
about the SWP role onunity they were isolated, frowned upon, intiml-

. &t thn game time the SVP had a cloze contact named Gofdon, GCor=
don was an ex~CP'er, fought in Spain etc, From every point of view a

In the course of his trade union work, as the unity econtrovarsy deve-

heiS%WP., After abouft six months of discussions, fPade union evaluation

ergeols, e blg cry baby, a maneuverlst, e~tc, ‘/hen one or woepr of the
ove comrades demandéd sn evaluetlon of Gordont's divorce from the SWP
‘and his affinity for the WP, they were gneered at and told to go along
with him, Thelr mildest defenge of CGordon's rnputafton and pnvoonallty

-character of the spesker, linking up the othér two dissident comrades

“have not yet acted upon., Acknowledging thep they were embarking on-an
- orgy of democracy, the SWP organizer had the secretary resd the state-
ment in full, Thén with the only copy in his hands, he overemphrsized,

~document, its content, 1ts meoning and rnducad i1t to a mere jumble of

with itl] - See we were right all along-~-the two tendencies are -incom=-
reaction?-- APPLAUSE, ¥hus the statement of the PC of the WP on.the -

out, But wolt~-<someone sqys,“haven'ﬁ we peen” for unity?, If so, then
-fhls 1s o defect for us as well, But the protests are “brushed aside and_'

Considering the 1iné of the SWP with regard to~ unltv insUffersbly
¢rude, buresucratlc snd two feced, ferling that further offorts to aat
the SWP leadershlip to collabor-te upon local trede union fssues, r@lipf

calling, character assassination ond p~rsonal animosity +he three comp
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The Buffnlo branch, therefore, in the period sinoe unity began
won away from the SYP three members, one "speclal" sympathlizer ~nd”
oné "ordinory " sympathizer wilth "speclal privileges”, in Lmmedinte
total of five people, : : .
We say here sincerely that the plersure of adding thése comrades
to our rolls as membrrs ond sympathlzers 1s greatly offset By %fh~
fallure of unity between the two branches =nd the acrimony that is
sure to follow willl work toc the dlsadventagr of hoth groups., ‘e frel
that we moade every offorf to wmake unity work, We gavd all--thdy gave
nothing., It is fitting that they should pay the greater penalty,
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CHIZ .60 REPORT
;5 By R. Ferguson
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o

Chicngo branch esvents on the bocgroungd of asbout ¥ of "the Branéh bring. )

. foctory wokkers,i students ~nd = large s-ction of the rest of the com-
rades being th-mselves old-tim~ politicnls, In not reérulting success-
fully or bre~king significantly out of our isolntion otherwise in mess ‘
organizetlons, the brench went through a long period of merely existing
end doing minimum activities This was climnsx~d.by a tore severe thin
usual summer slump, which hes now bo~n checked rnd most signs point to
‘siynificﬂnt reactivization, : : ’

The unity question aroused especicl interest in Chivago, brean:z h dise~
cussion and personsl preoccupation with the problem £énded in my )
oplnion to be excessive, One mee~ting of o top committ-e was h~ld wlth
the S¥P to plen collaboration; only one. general meeting of unionlsts
was held together, The only other coll"borqtion lny in LCHWR qffﬂlrs
and pu*tlng over a soclal,

H

The magor cmpaign of past period was the mayornlty Dlectlon ln JamuAiry
nd Fébruary, report of which wes in Labor sction, Because we did not i)
expect to get on the ballot dua to the 88,000 signatures required, -
membarshlp participation 1n'peﬁ1tlon getherlng’for th= purnose of con-
facting and distributing literature soon appeared frultleéss, and in ..
the 'last weeks of the campelgn Interesf diminighed abruptly. Lacking
roots in elther” unions, other organizntions or nelghborhoods, the
‘branch highlighted the 3 radlo speeches ond appearences befora public”
‘hearings of comdidate Goldman, The main election rally dld not attract
other than the dsual crowd of political people in air periphery, Not a
single good contact resulted from the campalgn, The bramch now feeals
that eny plans for future eleCtoral work must be 1laid in ac@ordance
more with possibllitins of getting on the ballot and concentratIion In
areas where roots have beren, or can b~ definitely 1l2ld, Onfie cetivity
gtill hanging fire from the campz2ign is 2 tGnlted front initlat~d By us
thru the Civil Liberties Unlon, involving £he SWP,CP and Pro hibition
Party for pushing bellot reform in the Stqta logislqturb

Rent and housing campalgn =ctivity did not grt beydnd plens interrupted
by the Interrst In the unity question, snd then lnter the summer slump,
Locd SWP successes In this fleld orgenizationally econ be attribut~d to ]
the fact that thelr comrades ~ither 1ive In or close to bulldings which j
they orgenized, " survey of our comrades buildings found none which 3
could be organized,..,..No spechl campalgn on the Laobor Party hasz been °
cenducted other than th~ suppofrt, political =2nd orgonlzetionnl, thot we 3
- g&ve the Revere UiW local's ﬂlderm*nic Cﬂmpni 7n on a la bor pﬂrtv ticke t, >

0f our 11 untonists (nov 1) only 5 sre in concantrntions,.E in A

~aend three in B, In the latter union our comrades are the resl stiffen-
~Ing force in the spines of the kadership and are looked to for renl f
. guldance, Concltions of disorgenization in this local hove mode 1t n-c=-
essary for thesé comrades to take on consziderable work of a plain union
bullding character, with the result thet contacting work has never o
achieved more than 2 verbal emphssis, In concentration A our 2 comr:=des
‘-are In 2 widely separatad plants, active ond recognized by the extrrme
right-wing Reutherlte ]oqdorrblp as n potentlnl danger to them
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In Negre work the branch 1s just now finding 1t possibl- to do cont-
Inuous work, through huving selected appropriast~ personnnl to ~neane
in nctivity In CORT, on unusually gnod graound for mnking contecty
with militant Negro youth., ¥We have partisipated ln % meating spoasored
by this group to boycott State 3t, Stores for Jim Crow hirlnr.pclitics,
Beoahge of the SWP's stacking of the Hickmen Dfense Committee, w-king
ne a2ttempt to obtnln on organizatlion to organizatlion unlted front, our

'nffort.

Tducationsls In connection with branch mretings compris~ ths past
mactivitlies in this fi21d, wnd have been thought to b ~ffeitiv~ for
branch members ( ~nd clos~ sympathlzers who oucngianfly attend) Classes
last winter thprnd out, °nd a regular forum on Sundays did not become
operative, The ‘iomen's club sponsored wpenkers on céultural subjects
from outside the party, The branch held w~ll %o 1ts objective of
having at leost one publlc m"ntlng each month, aside from bronch-edu-
catlon"ls. : : : o :
Literqturn work in the pas t'Wﬁs gustained primarily by the afforts of
on» comrade, who now is unable to handls this, Plens nre now in ~ffect
for putting the sales of literature on a basls mores accaptable o the
membership than street sqlﬂs and housling projnct sull drives,

In AVC our comrades were nxterely active logk w1ntnr, dropwnd hrt*rply
out of the plcture for many months, so thau we dld not even hav~ 2
- delegate to the AVC convention (covered technically by Chicago comrades
Now on the campus at the U of C with our vet organlz~r present, ve
expect to take a prominent role iIn AVC affairs; =lso af POOSQVﬂ] Coll-

control.

Mmmbershlp fiﬁurss are glven elsewhere, Membershlp =2s of Nov.1l is 42,
Finances have been a continuecl stumbling block to the branch., Hod it
not been for the assistance of the NO, thevy would hav= beon disastrous
las Jonusry nnd prévented the Mayoralty campaign, Paylng 125 per
month for héadquqrtnrs; the branch after May'l wns unnble to pay the

end of June, - -

Functioning of thn EC cannot b hreetnd here, Suffldgvi+ to say thet

With the advent of the new orgonizer nnd increasing activiz<tion of
at least student comrades, the protlam of differencrs over the former
orgenizer 1s scuttled and the h-artening outlook in the studernt fi~ld
glves promise to the branch outlook. The new organizer 1s not full-
time belng a part-time student, part tim- vorkfr.; ‘

“We have recruited 4 comrsdﬂa in the past month, 2 of them beilng SWP
"minorityltes, The other'two are students at Roosevelt college, whrre.
“we now hav~ = fractlon of 9, control the Soclalist cdub and. uh" T,
Roosevelt forum =nd nre 2 rccogniﬂod political factor on the compus.

- At the U of { we have a fraction 6f 4, run the Politics club wher~

- ComradeShachtman racently spoks to 2 orowd of 200, _

\
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work for this cause has bren limlted to o c*ms‘ll ~rmount of Jimmy ligzins

cge by plﬂnnnd collaborntlop with othnr lpft wing elnm@nta vs, Stallnis

organizdr, who found it nacessary'to resign to tke fastory work -t the

oplnion of EC members ranged from "worst I(vn ev~r sat on" to "all riph*
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ANATL.YSIS OF THE DLP”(I“ ELECTION CANPALIGH

Iy Herman Benson
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-The Detroit electiou nampeiah took place at a time when the
lahor officieldom, as a result of the opatinﬂ it had been taking in
the political field was in a state of political demoralization and
without perspective. Hungry for a political "victory" they decided
to give tacit support to Mayor Jeffries (later open support) whom
they had fought tooth and nall for four years in the Filtzgerald end
Frankensteen campalgns of 1943 and 1945, They hoped thereby that
chfrleg, having become "obligated™ to the .CIO, wou*d be more synni=
" thetic o 1t The Stalinlsts had their own oncci 1 axe to grind.
~Jeffries, v ho e defeat in the Republican primeries for Governor had

teau zht h*m the nsed to make an occasional liberal gesture if his
political career was not to end as a bi ig frog, became signer number
~Ohs on a FP circulated petiticn to repeal the Callahan bill, a state
‘measure directed avainst "foreign" irnfluences in the unions which
was so extreme in its stupidity that the State Attorney General an-

~tutional., This move by Jeffries was enouzh for the CP, For months
~before the primary eleCuions, the CP press avidly reported his every
‘move, glving it the most l*berdl” interprotatlon,

- But there was one th&n6 wrong with this fine strategy. The CIO
members had lesarned to detest Jeffries as snti-union znd Jim Crow
"which he is. Without geing inte his recent record, Jeffries ran for
office in the last two campalgns on the basls of an open appeal to.
the most degenerate prejudices ageinst Negross and by oluyinf upon
the féar of the poetty bourgeols ¢lements of a "labor dictatorship."
‘It may be herd to belicve, but the b1essincs of the CIO fwli upon
-this man as the lesser evil.

5 Ve uec;ued to seize Opﬂortunitv b} the fornlcck. We ran for.
‘Mayor on ths besis of a vigorous denunciation of the pclicy of the
-leadership of the CIO, a call for a'new policy - Lebor Perty, and
by agitatlon on the question of rent and housing. Th2 articles in
'LABOR ACTION, the reprints of the varlous speeches, and our elecction
pemphlet give an accurate 1dea of whet points we stressed in the
cumnaiqn. - ‘ '

The rcsults were unexpected. The activity of = comparatively(y)
-small number of comrades s;cceeded in polling over 4,500 votes for
‘our candidate or about 1.8% of the totel. A partial qualification
‘should be ontered here. The Detrolt clections are non-partisen in
charactcr no party designations on the ballot, Thls makes possible
the. tin of ballots on the basis of eccidentol considerations,
Anyono vhorc name is Edwards, Jeffries, Comstock, Murphy will poll
& good votc even if he 1s an 1diot (becsusc he is an idiot?), (in
exsmple: +the brother of onc of our comrades was asked if he votcd
for Benson, He sald, "No." "Why not," he was asked, "You know,
~ he replicd, "that I don't want to vota for any damn Lrotskyitc.

* "But thon who did you vote for," ho was asked, Reply:s "I voted
for Max Lernsr," Howard Lerner, thc man Mﬁom he obviously voted far,
v was the Q”P candidatc,.y - v :

it At hrke

mounced that he would refuse to enforce 1t because it was not constle
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To bec ultrr~corzervative, we wlghl cut the total vote in halt
to indicate the "eignticont" vote, cast with some real thourht ho-
hind it, ‘ven thie oold be o venderful showing. However, such
minimal cnlen’=L3on would not pesaont n true pieture, The SUF vote,
as has been roported, s ricsht ochind ours with about 4,450, (ihe
next czniGidate in lIno got 2,000 Zewsr votes than Lerner) An analysis
of the vote shows bthat Leth Lerner and Fenson got rost of their votes
in proletaritn and Negro arcus. The more bourgeols the neighboriood,

the fover votcso,

A The results of the campalgn, the imuediate rezults, were very
great. Ton silrit of ‘he Sronch e & whole rose to great heiszhts,
as we leoarned that thnousonds of workers actually listened to us and
at least to the extent of a2 vote, followved our leod. The prestize of
the Party rose emong 211 the clenwsnts in town who lnow the pelitical
scene; for wc had shown that we could run a successful campsign
and the standing of our Pariy mombsrs in the eyes of thelr co-workers
in the shops who luevw them as Plers, went up., £ small group of

Party contacts had worked for us in this campeign; this was sn uimsue
al thing and tc a snell extent ws had pzincd a few new contacts,
. And last of all, the results of the campeipn we a big blow at the
“pompous hoasts cf the SUF and 1ts fency clalms to o tremendous fol-
~lowing, So cotncerned was tho SWP with the outcoms that its orgoanlzer
mede hurried phone calls to cur former "iriends” the Johnsonites,
to try to learn how we hod gobthen zo many votes. Ilore acéurately,
he was sceking some "rational' explanatlon that might satisfy his own
members., o o ' '
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A . Comrades may shrug the whole thing of f with the thought thab

- this was &ll 2 heppy accldent mode posslible by a serics of political
coincidences pecullar to the Detrolt scene at the moment. They will
cormend us for our initisztive and pass on, But that would be wrong,
The happy accident is inhercnt in the political scene which witnesses
the disintegration of CIO policy. To¢ support Truman in 1248 will not
be too Aifforent from supporting Jeffries in 1947, Ve must all be
alert to take advantazge of all these inevitable "happy accidents,”
For this recason, the Party as & vhole, desplte 1ts terrible flncnelal
weeknesces, must beazin now to consider the possibilities of running

a candidate in the 1942 presicdential elcctions. Rven if we can get
on the_ballot only in threc states, it would be worth while,

SWP and VP in the Detroit Elections

Our cempnirn wos 2 vrevolubtionary socialist campaign, We ful-
filled our first duty well, which wus to criticlze the false lecder-
ship of thc $10 which zuvportod TurIirlus emd +o 2all for 2 nsw policy.
THE SHP DNVGED THTY 1 estg, - It ran an opportunist suveiol ~Cemaciatic
cdmpgign. For one thing, i+ was under the»illusion that thO.UIU
was actunlly conducting an indepcndent labor polltleal campaign in
cupnorting five so-callod "lapor" capdidates for Cormon Council
(called "ITobor" cnly by the SuP), One of these candlcdates is a
Stelinist who 1s & Domocrotle Party representative in the Stats Lf@lﬂ-
laturc, And so, sincc the CIO, in ites opinion, was moving foruord,
they reduccd thoir eriticlsm of its poliey to zoro, The total crrov
of thies anolyst s was fully exposcd vhen ther PAC endorscd Jdeffriecs
and 2 other oponly bhourss

~ ™
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Thore were four Nesro candidstass for Council, ell backed witn
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mors or less warmth by th~ Negro press, Une of these Negroes, Charles
Hi1l, & prcache r, was endorsed by the PAC as pert of 1ts slate. Hill
wovks with the Addes group which controls the iayne County (Detroit)
PAC and s£c it threw its support to him. The SWP officially endorsed
Hill and ren joint meetlnps with him, hopino thereby to pick up « few
"’tl"a \()t( Se .

Our pollicy wos quite difforent. We urged a vote. fOr all four
Hegro o ﬂ&LdatPS stating that we agreed with nonec of them but sup-
ported their candidacy in order to guarantee Negro represcntation.
The SiP, by singling out Hill, endorsed his candidecy not simply on
these dﬁ»ocrﬂtic ‘grounds but in effect endorsed his phoney liberalism,

whiich wlone LlSuLﬁﬁllShed him from the other three Negroes. Thcy had
rejnctoé a proposal for & jolnt campalpgn with us. But they ran joint
~electlon rallles with Hill This.they hoped would help them piclz up
a vew votes, ‘ B ‘

The whole campuion of the SIP was an Opnortunist one, DMain
argument for a labor Mayor: In Detroit there are & majority of worke
ers, the Mayecr ougnt to be a worker. Elect & socliallst Mayor and
inside of six months the whole housing shortage will be solved and
subways with three minute servxﬂn will be ingstalled.  Pleasant :
thought! o R e

‘ Financeé

At tho start of the campa1~n, we. debated ‘vhe ther to Operate on
‘the basis of a $300 budget or & $250 budget. We decided on the
smaller figure. Once we got started, the comrades came across and
~ we ended up with 2 total expense of $470. In this conneéction, three
- of our ncwest members contributed a total of $105, :

rM%il"ngs, Prcss Relosses, Etc.

Vi sent out two - generel mailings to a-1list of about Soo people
asking for money, etc. FKesponse was poor. Ye sent letters to about
150 locazl unilons asking to uppear before thelr membershlps and spea ak,
Not one r601y. ) _ .

. Prc s rcleases were sent out ot lnast ‘once a week and sometimes
more. Thesc releases were ignored by tho regular daily press which
printed only one notice of our campaign., One of the weckly Necgro
papers, however, printed most of our releases. Copics of thcsc ro- ,
leases werc sent to a speeial mailing list of about 30 close con- »
tacts, This device succecded in arousing great interests In the las
week of the campaign the Detrolt Free Press ran pictures of all the
~candidates with brief biographical notes. Py a little strategem, our
candidato had parts of our platform with his picture instcad of the
“meaningless biography. Since this was printed in the Sunday cdition
uith a lorge circulation, we fecl that it helped our vote. Phone

calls wvere made to part of our list of 350 (but this was not complcted)
The response of the people at the other cnd of the 1line was good and
they seamcd voery ploased to hcar from us. This method is to be rc-
comncnded, . : ' o

. B : Cowg -
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g .~ . Nelrhborhood ilork
£ We canvassed in one neighborhood, a mized neighborhood, Ilthouvh
F- we did not put in.very much work on this, whet we did found ready re- .
~ sponsgc Ve learned that our Irop,runua could be put forward effective-
.. 1y to whites ne well as to. Negroes, ‘e sold shout 100 or more copies .
=-.of ocur pemphlet from door to door 1n a very sympathetic ctmosphore |
‘entirely unlike the cold reception received in door to door canviase
ing for LA subs, However, we made the mistcke of choosing a neirh-
borhood in which none of our comrades live.and in which we are not
*doing'any:regU3qr work., It will not be possible to contoct the
people we met -in the Tuture nomal course of Plruy,acuivlty. BDe -
cial ar“&nnﬁments will have to be mﬁdb. . : ’

r¥e trieﬂ to- hold two owen alr ncet*ngs in the nelvhborhoou. One
" them wes auvertised They flopped complp*ely and we gave up the
ide'\o S ol )

Ue held one’ uubllc n=eting at thﬂ mld-ponnt of the CEquan but L
it was a failure. Only sbout & non-perty members attended. No other
‘qul c meetlngs were atfempted. LT e e e e R

In t he Shqps

\

, One of the biggest wesknesses was our failure to adequ‘tely

utilize the campalgn in our shops. There was one and only one pri-
mary cause for this: Our comrades ‘did -not have real confidence in
the campaign and did not feel that we could get anywhere with it,. B
Toward the end of the compalign, in the last week or so, a few comreades ?

+#

made some effort to sell our pamphlct Vath surpris*ng success.

In one shop, a contact sold 20 0091cs- only two of our own R
'comrades sold as many in the shops (one comrade sold 40) L

= About 18, OOO cOpies of LAROR ACTION ﬂnd ubout 10, OOO COpiOs of
a Special elnction card were distributed free at plant gates., All.
material wes well received. Six sbcps were covcred, most of them.

:

‘twice. ST e | ),—_;_, e e Co

: An -Open Lctter was distribubed ﬂt a meeting of the Wayne County” 7,
Council of the CIO requesting the right of our candidate to speak to
he delegates. (Jeffries had spoken previously) This letter was L
ignored, but it made some impression on the delcgates, In,one of
the debates, our candidate was rcferred to several times. Our own
3 delegatos rlpped 1nto the pro-chfries OfPiCL&1 policy. L

Bripgs Local 212 held en election qymposlum and invited all the
candidates to speak. Ve ran awsy with the show from every point of.
- view; sold NEW INPERNATIONALS, disUributed our pamphlot and made

: the bcst showlng from the platform. :

Pom )hlﬁt

o Our pamﬂhlet '“Stop thc Enomle of tha Uorkinbpoople WS our
most effective campaign instrument, . It waos attractively printed
‘with a cover drawn and designod by a branch morber, - 2, 750 warc
s printed.”. We sold about 1,200 at 5¢ cach as follows: Labor Day -0+
parade = 850- 1n Shops - 100- house to houqe -_about 100-. nbotings

2 "‘E;J\ M s
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F- 150, The rest were pTSSPd cut frce, Speclal commendation gocs to
L' tho one conmrade who alons sold over 300 coples!

i | ‘ v adio Programs

g Our cendidate spoke on the radio twice, One program was a 15
1 minute paid broadeast (which cost us $110 with advertising in the
press). The other prosram was a 3 minute spoech as part of an eclec-
tion symposiun scheduled by one of the major =zt tations on a Sunday
morning for all cancidates. . This program is a standard program
~with & very large listening audience, Most of us feel that thess
“'radlo speeches slone justified our entry into the elections,

Membarship Participation

- The vhole cesmpaign was conducted by a few peonle. The branch
has Only 8. total of 21 members, Uithout the enthusiasm displeyed
early in the campalgn by 5 comrades, it would have been impossible
to carry the thing through. Seven Leople were very active in &ll
phases of the vork. Seven othe rs participated in several activities
and made an appreciable contribution, The remaining seven for good
reasons and for not such good reasons did little or. vothlnn. (Union
work and tenaents work continued throughout . However, it was not
- necessary to gather any signatures on pctitions. The 14w requires
’nonlz a vayment of 100 to get on the ballot ) o :

v Had therc been o nanimous and conliuenu cnthusiqsm right from
the start of the campaign, we wouTn have undoubtualy shown even
botter results,

Follow=-un Work

recrults or subscribers? It is difficult to tell now, e of the

to listen to us aml to buy our literature but are obviously relucte-
ant to go much further with us. Despite the excellent showing we
made in our vote, Ponsidor these fuct3° ' -

1) The public nwetinv was a failure.

_ 2) Out of some 20,00C frcc GOpins of LABOR ACTION, not one
subscription sent in,

~ 3) Of the several thousand coples of ‘the pamphlet distributad
. Including the many hundrcds sold, not one interest blank was scnt

4) From all our mailings o received only throee replies: 2
with don2tions, one for further infermation,

WPiter diﬁ not want cnyons to ViS!t Lis home.»

E The total numbcr of new nomos added to our list of oonmc1 an
a result of ~all our cloction activiby 1s the following.‘ , ?57 .

Will the branch be able %o caﬁitalize.on~its campaigg Ly rainlng

outstanding features of this whole experlence has becn the difficulty
- in arousing an¥ agctive response to our cfforts. YWorkers are willing4

, 5) Onlv one r“pTV to our radio invitation for intercsted people
Yo sond the ir namzs. <This onc reply, by the way, emphasized tnat the

., oy :
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- Contributors to our campaisn fund 2
2 Hesult of radic cpeceh 1
fouse to house work (wezt of those are
s of aoubtful value) 9
h Vorker vho gave hils nome to an LA
- distributor 1
x Blection forum st Brigpgs Local 1
Other ' 1
Total - 15

-~
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will be the time to renew our ¢fforts to get them inho thse 1’arty
This aspect of our report wmay not secm excessively "glowing" but one
must judge comparatively, This is the first time that we have been
able to involve any non-members in our Party activity. There may
have only becn half a dozen but that is a gain for us herec,

We will begin our work on 2ll thesc people with a public meet =
ing for Comrade Shachtman on Cectober 26, From then on, it remains
to be secn if we cén interest any of these people in Party mectings,
classes and activities, : :

-With the election cs mpaigﬂ or without 1t, the nroblem is thére:
we must dig out each contact, one by onc, with a p‘ck and shovel,

And that 1s just vhat we will have to do. However, the fact that we
have had a successful election campaign Gstablishos a generally more
favoraolo cnvironment for all our work,

October 20, 1947,

##

In addition, thers worn a few of our old conmbdcts, two or thiece,
who beceme interested in the campaign and did some work for us. This

oo -
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TENANTS WORK

By A. Slater & S. Morrys
Kanhatton Branch, Loc~l W,V,

e
e
,
.
K

MO

-

, In Movember 1946, +h"o° of our conrades were the main spaakers at
& rally on tolersnce qu hovsing hald by their local AVZ chapter,
Among their proposals +hey brou tht up +hﬂ question of creating s hnous-
-ing o»nd price cortrol group. pr audlence responded to the susrestion

unteer then and there end set up a committee on housing,

The following werek the first mnofin" wags hmld It conslsted of -~
- two comrades and thelr wives, the cnnirwan of the AVC hdusing Zo:mittee
‘and five girls who bhelonged to s 39cial group in the %9tflcmnn Youse,
CAt this mnntin the AVC chairman inskt-d that +h9 group be subsidiarv
~to the executivn covmitt~e of the AVC chapprr, Wwe pointed out +that suéh
~a group would be limited to AVC veterans and their wlves and would not
dttract non veterans and thelr families, It was declded by the maior-
ity that the group be autonomous bu* wori verv closely with the AVC
- The AVC membership agreed o %t&:is arrsngement.

. The group then got down to planning. #e decided the first task
"should be twofold:(l) to smess.information on housiang and rent control;

council

; Lfter a few weeks of screening lL,er fure on housing end ren
control and contacting the neighboring Stalinist-controlled counulls
for pravtlcal-aoviee, leaflets were issued., Mother's clubd, Settle~
ment Houses, socials clubs, youth clubs were contacted and given our
leaflets. Th2 girls from the social club dropved sut but new and more
active people replsced them. One of our comrades bedsme chalrman. By
~this time it was evident that our main fight should bs on rent control,
We therefore organivnd house-to~hous~ activi tvy and presented =~ach
individval tenant with a memberzhip card, a pptifioa for an effective
‘state rent law and pledge sheets for the tenc ﬁbg to sign, pledging
- himself not to pay anv rent increase,

From thls actlvity camr our first mass qnarting which waa attended
- by over 60 prople from the neighborhood, They took petitions and~
- pledges to uiruulﬂri7n in their bousﬂs. ' '

In th- bag*nnidw tha a;?nist counclls weaps yapy hnlpful They
urged us to go all out, as thav claimed they wer~ doing, in orgenizing
“housa to house and block by block grovps for pent strikes In the ~Yont
of a rent increase, However, a month lster we_ were informed that they

patitions." e rerained the oalv tensnts group In the neighborhood
which championrd militnnt orgonizstion of tenants toward rent strikrs,
We, however, palnfnd out in our Surdey mornings housm=to-house work,
.thet thls action wouid havs to b~ goordinsted properly, =nd tha*t one
“person in a2 h-use c¢could not go on o rent s*rike, ‘We nerded all tus
tenants Sn'thn buildiag =nd support of the nelzghborhood, The Ten~nts
" Council would have to decids whrn the tims came Wanhnr wa could go

- ahead. .
o 373

by the head of the wettl-ment House, where the meeting was held, %0 vol-

(2). to acquniﬂt the fpnqn+s In the ﬁpigbhorlood of the nxistnqnp of the

-
2

~ -

"drclded not to take such ‘negstive action" but to "fight postively with.
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The Stalialsts theyn oalled o Coosvdinsting conference b9 unite all
the tenunts orgenlzations in the nnighborbqﬁd. Et this mrrting thepe
also wepa rnprﬂ"”nttfiV“S from Stalinlgt~dominatrd trade unlons, indl-
 vidunlly orponized boucre, Jomvunlst Party, fmerican Labor Party, Tro-

"gressive Citlzens of amevica group, the SYP snd the WP, Refore tlie

[ meeting some of our corpades working in the tenaat organization appro-
[ ached the SVP members working in tha PCA, in order to vresent a ioint
- resolution on rent strik-s, The SYP members ignor-d us -nd as a re-

.~ sult three~ individval r-solvtions wepr~ subnitted by the SUP, the PR,
~and our Tenants Council, {Ihe resolution we introduced gsme up on the
g floor but wes skilfully tabled, IThe resolutlion of ‘the 3WP and the PCA.
was never conslderred, From this point on we were ildentified to the
~Stalinists, and they made sn attempt to ezclude our council from the

¥ Axexutive Committer of the coordinaeting body. The lssue was ralsnd

on the floor =nd the Stelianists were defeated,

u On thn ruas+ion 0of rent strlkes we-would ol*en receiv~ suprort
from misruiand Stalinists or ~mbit*~rsd hous~wives at an esgssmhly of
delegates from all th~ {=nants counvi 5.

: After the flrst ccordinating conference~ the SVP were no ldnger

se-n or heard of, The *anbhnttan branch sent one comr~de down to rep-

S§:ro8ent the Party, This zomrade mads clear his position on the aurstion
of ront and offered %z help from the Party in the way of publicity.

Subs~aquently, two branches participat~d iIn an Tast std~ parade orcanized

by th~ Tenent Coordinating body but unfortunatelv, due~ to the~ anzhina-

g tions of tho‘btﬁlinists, 2 proposal by the ALP =nd the JP was ndopted”

#.to the effect that no politicel organlzetion could corry its nahe on the
placards. ' ’ ‘ ' ‘ '

The Coordincting Bodv wns dramed to fallur~, It could n~ither
organize or uniten +hc councils, instrad 1t kept preassing for finsnclal
. ond physical 'aid for its~if which undrr thr circumstances was ln~cking
in the councils, o '

Our Tencnts Council, howrvop,attraded paoplﬁ and began to  show
promise., N~averthelnss, it soon belame apparent. that without a vOﬁvPPt°
and immadinte activity ws could not seriously PS“ubl‘Sh roots in th-~
B.nelgshborhood, This broughi about the establishment of what we c2ll the
B-Compl~int Bursau, House to house work was abondon~d snd we cliose 18

. 'squore blocks 23 our prrticulsr arsa, Here leoflets were distributed
In mallboxes explaining thot the Compl-int Bur~au was cr~oted to. he lp
2 tenants with pPOC“SJng of complaints th»t wer~ viplatlons of the RBuild
ing Department =nd Health Department codes or the OPA., The Buresu ==t
with immediat~ succrss. ‘hen one telephone ¢all to 2 landlord succr~ded
in getting on~s tenent's complaints 2lmost lmmﬂdlﬂtnlv acted upon we
gﬂlnnd éowfldnncn in th~ plen, .

. henever we had the opportunity w~ got together all the tennnts
”Aln 1 house to iscus Joint compl-oints on pninting, dirtv halls, lrck of
.Propcr garbaps Clsposzsl, ~tc. 'ie also got together ~ group of hv*"o-
WIVﬂ" who went cown to the Building Dept to s~e that, inspectors wern
gent fmedint~ly to thrir howrs, This unusual prqcncurn brought prompt
waction from the Usapsartment =nd within several wenks npartments were
;bﬂginﬂlny to b~ pninted, vlnr+ﬂv rﬂn,irna, broken to0ll~f seats replnced,
and steam piven r-gulorly, Hrws of theses cceomplishments spre-d, To
Bdata well over 1CO Cﬁmpl”)nf hay~ bnﬂn pros=ss~d ond. mors ar~’stend iily

coming in.
| - 374
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= In &Arril, 1647 the Zouncil enlighed the aild of twn lawvers who
g of fered +o5 act as counsil advisors wi+t™osvt anv charge, Lagt Yay a

a

e 'me~ting of aLout 5C peoople was held whepeln +he lawvers cleared uvp the
Qlﬁgnl nnlanslnmnnts of the nropo,nd n~: ront law then bainm worked on
f In Congress, S : : ' ' *

- During the svm-epr we hold mastly strenct me-tings., JLheyiweps 30
g srranged thet in the evening we had as =iy 2s & mectinga on separate
jcornerz., ve conpaiagned esgainst the signing of 15% increas~ leases,
publiclzpd our indoor mee*ings and got hundrecds of petitions slgned,

: Lt prhson* the uauucil has ﬁpplluationo avatlable “vhich were

obtﬂznnd from the NVZ Eousing authority for one project being bullt

as soon as sther projects open vup we wWill hove applications fopr rhem,

BThis new phase of work seems to attract vyounger people to us. ‘ie are

E-also investigating the possibility of bullding a project in our imme-
diat~ nelghbortood. S '

This rent.work had an off~ct on the branch's sctivity =nd gonepal
orientation. The Manhattan branch was ot its start anothar branch on
"wheels" with a mixture of needle trade workers, JForty fuactionarlies
and domrades who hsd no partliculsr sctivities, *0dav we .have in the
gsome neighborhoods of the Tenants Councils six comrades in » relatively
good AVZ chapter. From the expenlences of the Tanants Council, pro-
posals were made to the chrpter to aset up = similer Complaint Bureﬂu
which will be orgrenized shortlv.- “he project oppllcatlions have been
made avail-ble to the LVC nlso. We intend to coordinnte the astivities
of both groups, (AVC merlts seporate r~port),

The *anhattan bren:z n is pl wnn*ng a kwo or tbrﬂn month compnigﬂ

of sending comro2des into nll groups in th~ nelghborhood: PCA, ALP, .
Librrrl Party, “ettlement Houses, Zlonist organlizatlons, Gtc. The com-
adrs will nnt Join thesr groups but will =ttend thr~e or as manv
meetings ns nscessary to aigcover what thase groups are doing mnd dis-
ussing, &t the-end of *he Investimation period the branch will decide
vhich orgomizations it wiuld be moat advantagrous %o s5-nd comrodes into,
This ectivity will cert- inlv h"lp us to lav a basls for = pogsible 1948
election crompnign, _ .

: To gote we-h"va not rercrulted, -~ have, howev~r, mndr soame close
=ymn'fr1zrrs mnd =2cqurinted n faw proplr with Lebor Actlion. Our =mnin
difficulty with recruiting is thet up to now the Tenunts Councll has
attracted mninly older perople, mnany of whom sprak forelign languoge b.

i Comrades must reallze thet nnighbsrhood work is drasn out ~nd dlvers

‘A party In order to r3tablish its~lf in ~» neighborhood must be invol-
‘ved in w~ny org-nizatlions, Only thrn cnn a.street me~ting or =n
‘election camprign become = seriouz and profit-ble vndertaking
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LDUENDA 10 THE PROGHAM OF ACTION

Adopted by the Naticral Commnittee and Active Workers Confercnce

November 9, 1947

PRISS DEPARTMENT

Goals and quotas for the distribution and expansion of the
Party press can be sct in accordance with our present membership,
Party resources and e activities outlined in the Program of
Action es submitted .o the Active Workers Conference of November
&th and 9th, 1947. “he largest amount .ci the Periyts finances
syv2nt and manhours u<:«d 1is expended or “ABCR . TION, the NEW
INTTENATIONAL and panpnliete and booiks. Thic time and money can
- only t=zar fruit for cur movement, ir propdortion to the carrying out
of ALL Party activities and the grezter intertwvining and utilization -
of our Press in these =wctivities. Th: Dress is the heralder of
our progrem., Our plooram rust Teach wider numbers of workers in
+nv daily life of the class atrugole.

The Program of Action for tha arty Press, as outlined below,

Las taken into consideration our past experiences. In past sub
drives an immense number .of subscriwtions were obtained, but these
"drives were usually totally unconnected with regular day to day
Party activity and therefore, despite all the energy expended on
them, were never in 8 position to be followed tnrough. ;
. The obtaining of subscriptions for LABOR ACTION, THE NEW

INTCRKATIONAL, sales of these publications and Party pamphlets
must be interconnected year round activity of the party as a whole
and of. each individual member. We are therefore not proposing na-
. tional sub drives. Rather we are basing all our proposals, our
‘ quotas on the basis of activity for the next year (subject to re-
vision at the end of the first six months). Individuel branches
" +will then decide whether to carry out drives in aocordance with
the plans and needs of each local,

l. Exp»ns;on o' the PAID circulation of LABOR ACTION '
At the end of the next twelve months (Nove. 1, 1947 to Oct, 50,4

'1948) the total circulation, subscription and sal»s is, to reach
6,000 paid copies per weﬁk. :

-a) Subscriptions: 4,000 paid subs by Oct. 30, 1948, Thé work
of Party members in all fields of activity is to rbsult in every
comrade obtaining an averag? ol one sub per month or 12 subs during
the year. Brauon quotas will be bused on their present membership.
For certain localities the National Pross Department may set higher
quotas on the basis of mor: favorable situations. (Also, there will
02 a genceral revices at the end of 6 months.) FOR IVERY PARTY MULDER
ON OUR KROLZS WE SHCQULD HAVE 12 LABOR ACTION. "UBSCRIBJRQ. This is =&

One to twelve -~ 1 to 12. S S .
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b) Sold copies: 1,500 individuel copies to be so0ld each weck by
Oct. 30, 1948. Quotas for each branch is to be based on all local ,
factors: membership, union sctivities, etc. To be included in this
figure are all newsstand sales, bookstores, etc.

¢) Free distributions: In planning all local Party campaigns
especially for the coming National Elections first consideration,
both from the financiel and manpower point of view, is to be given
to the utilization of IABOR ACTION. The paper is to be used by
having Special Editions (as, for example, the New York, Philadelphia
and Tos Angeles election issues), and special articles in the regu-
lar edition.. Special distributions are to be planned at factory
gates, etc., for promotional worl: to be followed up by sales, and
in relation to special material that the paper will carry during
the year on specific union issues, rent campaigns, etc. Copiles for
- such distribution will be available at 1 ~per copices in bundles of
‘no less than 200. o

2. Expans1on of the PAID circulation of T?E NEW INTERNATION=
AL, -

. At the end of the next 12 months the total cirbulatlon, sub-
~scriptions and saleu, is to reach 2,500 paid chies per issue,

'a) Subscriptions: 1,500 paid subs by October 30, 1948, To at-
tain this goal every Party member is to obtain a minimum of 3 new
subscriptions per year or onz cvery four months. Through the ,
efforts of every branch and the Naticnal Press Department, we must
in addition retain the present subscribers or get additional new
subscribers to meke up for any deficit that mnv accrue as a. rcsult
of the present subscribers not rencwing.

 EVERY PARTY MEMBER MUST OBTAIN ONE NEW SURSCRIBER EVERY FOUR
MONTHS. OR THREE NEV SUBS IN ONZ YEAR, T

*b) Sold copies‘ 1,000 individual copies to be sold each issue
by October 30, 1948, ThlS means only a 55% inerease in our present
sold bundle copiea. To achieve this gosl greater attention must be
paid to placlng THE NEW INTERNATIONAL on newsstands and in book-
~stores, in covering lectures and meetings, and in selllng copies to

workers in the bhop, vcterdns and to our contacts in all phaaes of
our activity. ~

, ‘c) Universities, Librarics, Organizations: All branches,
through their Literature Agcnt and in cooperation with the National
Press Department must organize a systematic campaign to obtain sub-
scriptions from (or donations of subscriptions to) thesu institutions.
In most cases they will pay for a sub to THE NIW INTERNATIONLL. It -
- is of utmost 1mportanc~ to have our propaganda avsilable in such
institutions. \ > .
d) Use of upecial issues: We will att mpt to arrange’ lur'spc-
- cial articles to appear such as the recent ones on the UAW and the
Taft-Hartley Let., For issucs such as these, speccial efforts are to
be made to obtain wider circulation. Copies for such distributions

w111 be available at l-¢ per copy in bundles of no less than 502; -
1
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%. WORKERS PLRTY TUBLICATIONS

Naticnal quotas cannot be c¢stablished for the sale of our
various pamphlcts and books, now in stock. We can attempt to mecet
ccrtain goals in our salces of pamphlets that will be published- dur-
ing the next pceriod, such as for the Negro pamphlet, the Labor
Party pamphlet and the once on Stalinism. These goals will have to
vary from branch to branch depending on their special types of
activities. For thesc pamphluts we can scet a _very conservative goal
of 1,000 copies to be s0ld in three months. Every branch should
discuss at one of its carly mectings follOW1n the AV'C the question
of .selling our current stock of pampnlets (espcclally P for 4, '
the Fight for Socialism; and the New Coursc), and attempt to ex-
perlmcntally sct goeals for the branch as a wholc and for cach con-

rade, For cxample¢: aftcer snalyzing the branches present number of
.u‘contacts, new asubscribers and other esctivity, setting the goal of
- selling 50 differcnt types of pamphlets during one month.

- #i#
LLBOR ALCTION S _
: . _ - Paid Subs
- BRANCH - . 10-1-47 Subs Guotas by 10-30-48
AKI'OI‘I. e @ ¢ e ¢ o .o o o 73 ’ - : ’ . 18,0
Baltimorce o« o o« o o o o 13 : : 96
Buffalo. « ¢« ¢« o « 4+ « & 55 ‘ 228 . ,
Boston « « o o ¢ 4 4 0 . 25 o 3P -
Clecvelande « o o o o o o 47 ) . 168
Chioago. L) . ] . L) . L) L4 95 A ) . 456
‘Detroite ¢ v . e e e 6 123 . 252
Ios 4Lngeles & San Pedro, 52 ' ’ 312
New York City. . . . . « 479 B 1,500
Newark . « « o o o o« o . 43 ‘ : , 132
- Philadelphia & & 0 o . 91 , 180
- Pittsburgh . « « « + . . 7 o ' :
RC‘Sdlng . (] © . . [} 3 o. 15 . . 4:8 B \
St. Louis & Miasourl . e 34 v 48
Sdn FI‘&HClSCO. . . . 3 n . : ‘
and Oskland « +» . . « & 100 ‘ ~ 336
Streator . . . . & ¢ ¢ W 21 24
Seattle' e . e . . . . . 41 ) ’ 180
V'Jest Virglnia. . L] . [ . 1'7 : 120
~ Youngstown « ¢ o o o o 7 60
-Mixed Ohio o ¢ o « o o & 64 :
Mixed Pennsylvenia . . . 111 )
Iouisville ¢ ¢ ¢ o & o & 4 12
Minnecsota. ¢« « ¢« « o« o 22 : _ 12
Oregon « . . e v e s s 13 12
New York °tate e v o« o 66 . 12
Washington State + . . . 51 12
Mixed California . « « . 63 :
Mixcd Illin.OiS o o o o o 72
Mixed Michigan + « o « 68
Mixed New Jersey o o o o 77 . , '
Mixed States . « « + + . 80 - 132
2,027 - 4,548

378
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THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

- . ) Paid Subs ..
BRANCHES ‘ 10-1-47 Subs - Quotab by 10- 70-48
AKTONe ¢ ¢ o e« ¢ o & 7 .55
Baltimore. . . . s s -5 - 25
Buffalo . . . * e . . s . 25 75
BOStON « o ¢ o o o« o o o 11 10
Clevelarde. « o o ¢ o o » 22 55
ChicagOe « o o o o o« o 60 175
DetI'Olt . . . e o 'y . . . 85 150
Los Angeles & San TPedro. 26 2100
New YorK City. « « » +-. 103 425
NewaIkK « o« o o o s o o 8 - 80
Philadelphia . « « «+ « & 34 565
ReadilgSe o ¢ o o o & o o 3 15
St. Louise ¢« o ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ 4 15
‘Minnesota. . . . « . 4 15
San Francisco & Oakland. 16 150
Streator « ¢ ¢ o0 o e e 2 5
- Seattle. v o 0 0 00 e 7, 50
WF.‘:S b Virgizﬂiao . ° . [ . L] l . BO .
Youngstown . « « ¢« o ¢ o 3 15
~Louisville « o o « ¢ o 2 3
MiXLd Ohio . . . . . e o 3
Oregon « « * + s o o 4 3 ,
Mixed Pennovlvanla e e e 7
Pittshurgh « « o« « o o o 4
Mixed California . « . & 4
.Connecticut. « ¢+ « + « & 4
Mixed I11inois « o o o 5

" Mixed Michigan « o« o o @ 9 ]

Mixed States . &« o o o o 47 50

9
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71,516

319




